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ILLUSTRATIONS, 
A BOM Me W. IE, 870 


Anticipation and Realisation, 290 
Bruce Fly, the, 375 
Butcher Fly, the, 351 
Casts of Fish, How to Make, 380, 381 


Crertsey Bridge, over the River Thames, 


103 
Chuh, the, 274 
Chub, Throat Teeth of the, 274 
Combination Flask, a, 124 
Dace, the, 274 
Dandy Fly, the, 177 
Disgorger, an Improved, 26 
Dodger Fly, the, 243 

- Dove, on the River, in Dovedale, 370 
Dunt Fly, the, 211 , 
Experientia Docet, 333 


O 


Fishing Places on the River Thames, 259, 


Pfs tala AS 

Francis Francis, the late, 382 

Gordon Fly, the, 211 

Half-Hitch Jam Knot, 26, 82 

Jam Knots, and New Fastening for Eyed- 
Hooks, 111 

Killer Fly, the, 194 

Kingston-on-Thames, 102 

Laleham, on the Thames, 103 

Live-Bait Snap-Tackle, 283, 375 

Morriss’s Spinner, 32 

Lg A SES on the River Thames, 

Norge Waders, the, 109 

Northern Wasp Fly, the, 306 

Old Bridge, on the Ouse, 107 

Outlines of Tail Fins of Salmon at 
Various Ages, 383 

Perch Paternoster, 374 

Pike-Fishing on Heigham Sound, Nor- 
folk, 379 _ aad ‘ 

Pike Paternoster, Baited, 195 

Popham Fly, the, 319 


~ Roach, the, 274 


“. 


Rod-Fisher’s Fauna and Flora, the (by 
Dr. Edward Hamilton) :—The Wry- 
neck, 4; the Green Woodpecker, 4 ; 

_ the Song Thrush, 5 ; the Nightingale, 
46; the Willow Warbler, 46; the 
White Throat, 60; the Wren, 60; the 
Redbreast, 74 ; the Black Cap, 74; the 
Wheat-ear,.75; the Redstart, 75 ; the 
Goldfinch, 85; Head of the Yellow 
Hammer, 106; the Marsh Titmouse, 
106 ; the Coal Titmouse, 106 ; the Long- 
Tailed Titmouse, 106; the Blue Tit- 
mouse, 152 ; the Spotted Fly-Catcher, 
152 ; the‘Rook, 180 ; Head of the Rook, 
180; Head of the Carrion Crow, 180; 
the Jackdaw, 180 ; Head of the Wood 
Pigeon, 210; the Dotterel, 210; the 

' Curlew, 210; Head of the Sparrow 
Hawk, 210; the Kestrel Hawk, 211; 
Head of the Barn Owl, 227; Head of 
the Brown Owl, 227; Head and Foot 
of the Nightjar, 227; the Gyrinus 
Natator, 242; the Great Water Beetle, 
242; the Water Boatman, 242; the 
Water Bug, 242; the Devil’s Coich 
Horse, 291 ; the Dor Beetle, 291; Oxi- 
porous Rufus, 291 ; Poederus Riparius, 
291 ; the Marlow Buzz, 291 ; Odocantha 
Melanusa, 291; the Great Dragon Fly, 
307 ; the Dragon Fly, or Horse Singer, 
307 ; the Libellula Puella, 307 ; Pupa 
of the Dragon Fly, 339; Different 
Forms of Caddis Cases,339 ; Phryganea 
Varia, 378 ; the Alder Fly, 378 ; Perla 
Marginata, 378 ; the Yellow Sally,378 ; 
Nemoura Variegata, 378 ; the Common 
Graashopper, 373; the Great Green 
Grasshopper, 378 

~ Rudd, the, 274 

Rudd, Throat Teeth of the, 274 

Silver Popham Fly, the, 243 

Silver Scott Fly, the, 194 

Sir Archibald Fly, the, 375 

“Stake” or “ Kettle ” Net, used in Taking 
Salmon, 383 

Thunder and Lightning Fly, the, 177 

re eee my Dear, What did you Shoot?” 

White Eagle Fly, the, 226 


4 Yellow Eagle Fly, the, 226 





ARTICLES, &c. 


BERDEENSHIRE and Banffshire | 
Rivers, 292 ! 
Aberdeenshire Rivers, 243 
Adjustable Snap Tackle, 332 
Adventure with a Large Salmon, a Re- 
markable, 213 
After G:ayling—A Social Fishing, 271 
* A Tiay of Loch Leven,” 18 
Aldam, Mr, W..H., 371 
American Black Bass for Sale, 191 
American Fly and Bait-Casting Tourna- 
ment, the Recent, 31 
Angler-Poet of America, the, 413 
Anglers’ Luggage, 341 
Anglers’ Rights on the Trent, 370 
Angling Articles, 332, 347, 348, 364 
Angling at Amberley, 13 
Angling Book, 190 
Angling for Bream, 17, 40, 150, 289, 337, 
364, 381, 392, 396, 423 
Angling Holiday Resorts on the South 
Coast, 139 
Angling Incidents, 81 
“ Angling in Salt Water,” 106 
Angling in Sutherlandshire, 57, 71 
Angling in the Dumfriesshire Hsk, Liddle, 
Ewes, and Wauchope, 96 
Angling made Easy, 151 
Angling Notes from Great Yarmouth, 139 
Angling Observations on the Nether Don, 
266, 288 
Angling on the Bann, Ulster, 255 
Angling Rights on the River Thames, 361 
Angling Society for Walthamstow, 43 
Angling Tours in Scotland, 1, 16, 57, 71, 
99,121,136, 149, 177, 194, 243, 306, 319, 
351 
Angling v. Netting, 13 
Angling Writers, 422 
Another Amateur Angler-Naturalist on 
some Antipodean Hornets, &c., 208 
Another Little Visit to the Jack Salmons, 
348 
Answers to Correspondents, 40, 54, 62, 81, 
90, 111, 125, 175, 203, 220, 251, 269, 315, 
384 
Anti-Midge, 58 
Appeal, an, 91 
Archibald Reed Fand, the, 283, 347 
Art in its Relation to Angling, 320 
Art Union, a New, 253 
Arun, the, Sussex, 161 
Attempt to Set the Boiling Pot on the | 
Hob, an, 359 
Auld Creel, the, 412 
Autumn Angling, 226 
Autumn Angling in Ireland, Where to go 
for, 10@ | 
Autumn Fishing in Ireland, 147, 161,175 | 
Autumn Salmon Angling in Scotland, 
177, 194, 211, 226, 228, 243 
Avon, Fishing in the, 162 








AD Quarter of an Hour Before 
Dinner, the, 43 | 
Bambridge’s “ Buffer Knot” Gut Trace 
for Pike—Wire Centre Gimp, 307 
Bann, Ulster, Angling on the, 255 
Barbel-Fishing Extraordinary, 83 
Barbel Slaughter, 97 
Barbel taken in the Ouse at Offord, 82 
“ Barker’s Delight,” 276 
Big Fish on the Whitadder, 364 
Bill’s Dawg goes Fishing, 243 
Bird's-eye View of the Thames : 
to Oxford, 107 
Birdsgrove Fishing Club, Derbyshire, 
Annual Meeting of the, 357 
Birmingham Conference, the, 298 
Black Bass, the, 39 
Black Gnat for Dace, 82 
Black Norman of Assynt, 373 
Bloom, Col. J. E., 336 
Blue Dun Fowls, 391 
Bob’s Big Trout, 289 
Boil it Down, 258, 276 
Border Esk, the, 252 
Bowmont, the, 189 
Braw Fusher, the, 323 
Bream, Big Takes of, 134 
Bream-Fishing, the Article upon, 406 
“ British and Irish Salmonide,” 383 \ 


London 





| Charles Dickens and Mr. 


C¢ AN it be True! 196 
Japture of a Bio Salmon 
Risk, 197 

Capture of a Sturgeon in the Solway, 57 

Captures of Salmon in the Tweed during 
the Autumn of 1887, 313, 356 

Carlisle Otter Hounds in Northumber- 
land, 19, 33, 51 - 

Carlsbad, Fishing at, $1, 316 


in the 


| Carp-Fishing, 225 
| Carp, the, and How to Catch him, 104 


Casts of Fish, How to Make, 349, 380, 394 
Catching Perch in a Private Water, Diffi- 
culty of, 176 


| Caution for Members of Angling Clubs, 


a, 175 
Ces Betes, 40 
Cheek, the 
Fishing-Tackle Maker, 228 
Charleston, Illinois, a Note from, 285 
Chertsey Angling Association, 44 
Christmas Present, a Handsome, 377 
Chub Choked by an Eel, 324 
Chub-Fishing, 71, 207, 239 
Clapton Angling Society, 44 
Close of the Annan Angling Season, 333 


| Close of the Salmon Net-Fishing on the 


Solway Firth, 162 
Close of the Trent Salmon Season, 141 


| Close Season for Coarse Fish, 4, 26 


Close Times and Angling Licenses in 
Scotland, 98 

Club Reports, 6, 20, 33, 47, 61, 75, 89, 118, 
124, 140, 153, 168, 171, 181, 201, 217, 233, 
250, 267, 282, 298, 313, 328, 344, 362, 388, 
404, 418 

Clyde Proprietors and Angling Clubs, 420 


‘Coarse Fish for Stocking Purposes, 332 


Colour of Flesh of Loch Leven Trout and 
American Funtinalis, 300, 316 

Combination Flask, a, 124 

Comments on some Recent Novelties in 
the Fishing Way, 276 

Congers, a Night with the, off Brighton, 
241 

Congers, Killing, 300 


; Connemara, a Trip to, 304 


Coquet at Weldon Bridge—Good Sport, 
189 

Costa, the, 40 

Cuilfail Hotel Trout Fisheries, the, 62 


Cut and Come Again, 162 


AGENHAM Lake, 68 
Davies’ Adjustable, Jardine Snap, 
332 
Death of a Lady Angler, 324 
Death of a Well-known Angler, 88 
Death of Mr. J. H. Clark, J.P., 32 
Decrease of Trout in Rivers and Streams, 
on the, 330 
Dee Salmon, a Large, 286 
Deeside Hydropathic Fishery, 164 
Denison, Mr, Alfred, Death of, 165 
Depicting Sport, 141 
Derwent Fishery Board, 281 
Destruction of Trout Fry at Canterbury, 
105 
Deveron, the, Aberdeen and Banff-shires., 
30 
Devon Baits, Re-colouring, 176 
Devonshire “ Blue Upright,” the, 384, 406 
Digestive Powers of Pike, a Note on the, 
422 


| Disgorger, an Improved, 26 


Disgorgers, 41 

Donald Gunn Writes a Letter, 397 

Don, the, 265 

Double-Action Lightning Spinner, the 
New, 245, 379, 406 


| Dove, the River, in Dovedale, 370 


Dressing for Landinzg-Net, 82 


| Drought, the Recent, 77 
| Dry and Wet Fly, 11, 40,54, 91, 111, 146 


Dry Flies, 105 

Dry-Flying and Wet-Flying: “Six o’ 
One and Half-a-Dozen o’ the Other,” 
af 


Dun Hackles, 189 


sl CLIPSE ” Spinner, the, 91 
Eden Fishery Board, 229, 321, 423 
Eden Fishery Board, Important Meeting 
of the, 87 


Eggs, Abnormally Developed, 13% 

Kegs, to Tell the Age of, 837 

Tel, a Voracious, 96, 132 

Eels Feeding on the Surface, 26, 70 

Kel Story, vet Another, 87 

Effects of Catching a Mermaid, the, 9S 

Electrical Fishes, some, 244 

English’s Patent Pipe, 265 

Esk, the, Whitby, 297 

Etheridge, Captain H. W., 55, 315 

Evening with the Hornets, an, 135 

Eyed Sneck-Bend Hooks for Trout and 
Grayling Flies, 101 


* TAAMILIAR Wild Birds,” 382 
Fence Seasons, the Praposed Al- 

teration of, 229 

Finland as a Country for the Angler, 103 

Fish, Abnormally Coloured, 190 

Fish and Corn Culture, 284 

Fish Culture, 286 

Fish Culture at Caistor, Lincolnshire, 308 

Fish Culture at Shrewsbury—A Sugges- 
tion, 403 

Fish Culture in Paris, 204 

Fisheries Dispute between Great Britain 
and the United States, the, 267 

Fisher’s Fireside, the, 357 

Fishes of North America, Important 
Work on, 407 

Fish Farm, a New; 131 

Fish, Fishing (or Fishy ?) Story, a, 372 

Fish, How to Cook, 382 

Fishing and Fish Culture in New Zealand, 
248 

Fishing at Barmouth, N. Wales, 54 

Fishing at Boston, Lincolnshire, 235 

Fishing at Deal, 332 

Fishing at Deal from the Pier and from 
Boats, 59 

Fishing at Garrison, Lough Melvin, Ire- 
land, 160 

Fishing at Horsham and Three Bridges, 
349 

Fishing at Tring—Curious Incident, 161 

Fishing at Yarmouth, 83 

Fishing Extraordinary, 148 

Fishing for Carp, 225 

Fishing for Octopus, 209 

Fishing for Tench, 191 

FISHING GAZETTE Splice, the, 25 

Fishing in August, 40, 55 

Fishing in English Rivers, 392 

Fishing in New Zealand and Australia, 
406 

Fishing in Oregon, 68 

Fishing in Sutherlandshire, 161 

Fishing in the Gloaming, 219 

Fishing in the River Yare, 69 

Fishing in the Sussex Ouse—The Adjust- 
able Snap, 300, 316 

Fishing in Wales in September, 382 

Fishing near Bletchley and Fenny Strat- 
ford—The Gorge Bait, 41 

Fishing on an Ocean Voyage, 111, 148 

Fishing on Lough Conn, 83 

Fishing Rights on the Solway, 32 

Fishing Tale for Fishermen, a, 393 

Fishing v. Rivers Pollution Act, 315 

Fish in the Tank of a Railway Engine 
284 

Fish Poaching, 197 

Fish Poaching, Severe Penalty for, 60 

Fish Poisoning in Cumberland, 60 

Fish Poisoning in Derbyshire, Increase 
of, 205 

Flat-Winged Floating Flies, 288, 331, 349, 
365, 407 

Flax Water in irish Streams—A Giant 
Pike, 189, 203 

Flies for Herefordshire Trout Stveams, 55 

Flies for Wyoming, U.S.A.—Spliced Split- 
Cane Rods, 68 

Flies from Messrs, D, and W. H, Foster, 
182 

Floating-Fly Fishing, 193 

Fly-Fishers, a Valuable Hint for, 221 

Fly-Fishers’ Club, the, 101 

Fly-Fishing, Methods of, 90 

Food and Digestion of Fishes, 249 

Foul-Hooking an Hel, 407 

Francis Francis Memorial Fund, the, 
223, 382 

Free-Rising Trout, 192 


25, 


iv. 


INDEX 


TO THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


DecEMBER 31, 1887. 





Freshwater Aquatic Plants, on some of 
our Principal, 421 

Freshwater Fisheries, Our, 29 

“Freshwater Fishes of Europe, the,” 274 

Freshwater Fish, on the Senses of, 411 

Friendly Anglers, the, 44 

Fritton Decoy, 45 


HURNEY, Mr. R., Testimonial to, 54, 
160, 193, 213, 229, 236, 270, 354 
Gimp, to Stain, 332 
Gishurstine for Waterproofing Boots, 356 
Gloaming, Fishing in the, 219 
Goliath of the Pike Family, the, 39 
Grayling Counties, 391 
Grayling-Fishing, 330 
Grayling-Fishing at Ringwood, 258 
Grayling-Fishing, Good, 188 
Grayling-Fishing in the Lugg at Pres- 
teign, 251 
Grayling-Fishing 
bury, 220 
Grayling Haunts, on. 406 
Grease on Gut, 26, 41, 91 
Grease-Proof Envelopes, 26 69 
Great Destruction of Fish at Loddon 
Bridge, 68 
Great Eastern Railway, 48 
Greenhorn’s Lament, a, 13 
Gresh?m Roach Competition, the, 134 
Grey Muliet, how to Capture, 423 
Griffin, Mr. J, A., Presentation to, 291 
Grilse Rising at a Live Dragon Fly, 364 
Grove Ferry, Fishing at, 162 


ALF-HITCH Jam Knot, the, 26, 82, 
111 

Hamilton’s, Dr., Articles, 364 

Haunts of the Grayling, on the, 353, 395, 
410 

Highland Land Law Reform Association, 
Aultbea Branch, 166 

Holy Well, the, 367 

Hornets, an Evening with the, 135 

Hotham, Death of Mr. J., 422 

Howietoun Fishery, a Note from the, 303 

How I Won “A Fiver,” 376 

How the Casting was Done at the last 
American Tournament, 59 

How the Drumfish Croaks, 398 

Hungerford Fly-Fishers’ Club, the, 287 

Hutchinson’s Blue Sneck-Bend Eyed 
Hooks, 256 

Hydropathic Fishery, Deeside, 164 


LLEGAL Fishing on the Borders, 70 
Tegal Salmon-Fishing at Auckland, 

233 

Inscription on the Tombstone of Mar- 
garet Scot, 405 

Interesting Suggestion, an, 237 

Treland, a Row Round, 267 

Irish Notes, 7, 21, 49, 62, 77, 90,118, 131, 
146, 155, 174, 252, 281 

Irish Pike—Slapton Lea, 407 

Isle of Man, Sea-Fishing at the, 176 

Izaak Walton Statue Fund, the, 25, 178 


ACK-FISHING, 341 
Jack-Fishing, Old Sol’s, 122 

Jack Snipe, the, 209 
Jam Knots: a Suggestion, and a New 

Fastening for Hyed-Hooks, 111 
Jam Knot, the—Testing Gut, &c., 40 
Jardine’s, Mr., Articles, 392, 407 
Jemmy Tadger in Trouble Again, 324 
Jemmy Tadger Scores this time, 356 
Jepson, Dr., Death of, 338 3. 
Jock Scott’s Visit to the Border Esk, 272 
Johnny Raw, 330 
“Journal of the National Fish Culture 

Association, the,” 87 
Jubilee Spinner, the, 139 
Jubilee Week on the Eden, 69 


e | AP away frae the Side,” 321 
Kendal Otter Hounds, 46 
Kennard’s Improved Bait Advertiser, 324 


ACROIX, Mr., the Testimonial to, 
221, 235, 269, 284, 300, 308 

Lake District Fishery Board, 225 

Lake Turned into Ink, a, 268 

Lampern, a Large, 384 

Lamprey, Large, 13, 41 

Lampreys in Ireland, 112 

Landing Fish, 384, 392 

Landlord on the Loddon, the, 81 

Large Perch—the Hel Question, 161 

Largest Windermere Char on Record, the, 
217 

Lark, Mr. James, to All who Knew, 273 

Launch of the Fishery Board Yacht, 315 

Lead or Sinker for Spinning Trace, a 
very Simple, 194 

Lea, the, at Ware, 349 

Lea, the—Hertford Sewage, 236 

Line for Sea-Trout Fishing, 133 

List of Holiday Resorts on the English 
and Welsh Coasts where Salt-water and 
other Angling can be had, 108, 139 

Liverpool Town Council, the, and the 

lose Time for Trout, 382, 422 

Loch Alsh Angling, 126 

Loch Corr, Loch Shin, &c., and Suther- 
land Loch Trout Flies, 111, 189 

Loch Corr—Lures for Trout, 91, 126, 146, 
189 

Loch-Fishing, 134, 176 


in the Teme at Ten- 


Loch-Fishing, a Few Words on, 111 

Loch Leven Angling, 165 

Loch Shin, 27, 40, 54, 82, 91, 133 

Looker-on, the, 223 

Lune, the River, 236, 251, 269, 284, 316, 
331, 349 


AIDENHEAD, Cookham, and Bray 
Thames Angling Association, 356 
Manchester Anglers’ Association, the, 
396 
Martin, a November, 349, 364 
May Fly of 1887, the, 15 
Medway, the, as an Angling River, 72, 
193, 228 
Mole at Dorking, the, 55 
Moth and Rust, to Prevent, 332, 348, 365, 
407 
Mother Nature’s Invocation 
Dove” on its Birth, 288 
Mundella Act, the, Relative 
Time for Coarse Fish, 12 
Murder of an Exe River-Keeper, 
Murdoch's, Mr., Patterns, 82 
Murray, Mr. J.C., and Mr. J. A. Fitch, 
Testimonial to, 228 
My Rod and I, 241 


to “the 


to Close 


75, 188 


ATIONAL Fish Culture Aszocia- 
tion, 3 

Natural History of the Thames, 355 

“ Naturalist’s Monthly, the,” 139 

Netting at Ringwood, 300, 315 

Netting the Serpentine—Disposal of the 
Fish, 407 

Newbury Angling Association, 44 

New Piscatorial Patents, 88, 213, 252, 265, 
286, 297, 316, 361, 384, 403 : 

Newspaper Poachers, 178 

Night-Lines in the Trent, the Use of, 235 

Night with the Congers off Brighton, a, 
241 

Norge Waders, the, 109 

North-East.Coast Fisheries, the, 277, 312 

Northern Notes, 2, 122, 419 

Notes, 4, 19, 32, 45, 58, 73, 88, 110, 123, 138, 
151, 167, 178, 196, 212, 229, 245, 266, 277 
292, 308, 322, 340, 357, 383, 402, 415 

Notes on the Esk and Liddle, Dumfries- 
shire, 2 

Notes on the Fishing Season in Scotland, 
149 

Nothing New under the Sun, 25 

Nottingham, a Note from, 12, 40, 62,118, 
161, 235, 341, 422 

November May Fly, a, 321 

November’s Day among the Grayling, a, 
373 


CTOBER Ale; or, Another Amateur 
Angler’s Sojourn in Dovedale, 257 
October Pictures, 249 
Old Bridge on the Ouse, 107 
Old Donegal ! 126,162,176 
Old Sol’s Jack-Fishing, 122 
Old Trent Angler on the Roach, an, 420 
Old Withy Pollard, the, 323 
Otter Hunting in the Lake District, 33 
Otter Hunting in Yorkshire, 19 
Otters in the Trent, 12 
Otter, More about the, 12 
Otter Traps and Otters, 406 
Oulton Broad (Lowestoft), 136 
Our Freshwater Fisheries, 29 
Our Hon. Chaplain’s Annual Sermon, 398 
Ouse and Nene Fishery Board, 5 


APER Mills and Trout, 45 
Perch-Fishing, 352 

Patent Railway Carriage for the Trans- 
port of Live Fish, a, 413 

Perch-Fishing—Lamperns Spawning, 90 

Perch taking Flies. 13 

Phantom, a Hybrid, 179 

Photography and Fishing, 85 

Pike-Fishing, 13, 204 

Pike-Fishing Match on Oulton Broad, 
285 

Pike-Fishing on Heigham Sound, 379 

Pike-Fishing on the Shannon, 365 

Pike-Fishing, the Season for, 182 

Pikeing Precepts, 195, 212, 224, 240, 259, 
275, 287, 305, 320, 338, 352, 374,397, 412 

Pikeing, the Uncertainties and Pleasures 
of, 303 

Pikeing with a Paternoster, 422 

Pike, Pleasure, and Plenty, 361 

Pike Tackle—Pike in Severe Frosts, 283 

Pile it on, 340 

Piscatorial Perambulation, 364 

Piscatorial Society, the, 59, 241 

Poachers, an Affray with, 346 

Poachers on the Annan, a Gang of, 321 

Poaching by a Magistrate in the Ogmore 
Fishery District, 196 

Poaching Fish, 197 

Poem in D Flat, a, 414 

Poisoning of Our Rivers and Lakes, the, 
323 

Pond-Fishing near Canterbury, 111 

Presentation to Mr. R. Woolfall, Hon. 
Sec. of the Liverpool Ang. Assoc., 139 

Preservation of the River Stour, 150 

Pritt’s, Mr., Last, 124 

Protection of the Severn, 285 

Provincial Anglers’ Association, 337 


UERY, a, 27 
Quiet Spot, a very, 134 


Roe Concessions, 26, 252, 391 
Random Notes, 82, 126, 161 

Rats and Roach, 133, 147 

Recipes for Curing Pike and Preserving 
Baits, 160 

Recollections of a Veteran Fly-Fisher, 
335 

Reservoir Fish, 55 

Richmond Piscatorial Society, 273 

Rickmansworth, the Rival Line to, 188 

Riparian Rights at Penton Hook, 220 

River Pollution, 356 

River Reporters, to Our, 26 

River Reports, 9, 23, 37, 51, 65, 79, 93, 115, 
129, 143, 157, 185, 199, 215, 231, 247, 263 
279, 295, 311, 327, 343, 359, 387, 401, 417 

Roach Fishermen, a Wrinkle for, 58 

Roach-Fishing, 244 

Roach-Fishing Competition at Ponder’s 
End, 163 

Roach-Fishing in Essex, 133 

Roach, Good Sport among the, at Bires, 
Essex, 384 

Roach, Malformation in, 384 

Roach, Monster, 236 

Rod, a—Sutherland Loch Flies, 161 ~ 

Rod Fisher’s Fauna and Flora, the, 4, 46, 
60, 74, 85, 106, 152, 180, 210, 227, 242,291, 
307, 339, 378, 414 

Rolfe, Two Fish Paintings by, 288 
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ANGLING TOURS, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE—THE CIRCULAR ROUTE. | 
(Continued from p. 372, last Vol.) 


Last week we brought the angler to the comfortable and well- 
appointed hotel at Lairg, and there we remain with him for a day 
or two on purpose to “do” the lochs in that neighbourhood. 





Lairg, from so many roads meeting and so many routes beginning or ending 
there, is certainly the principal converging centre in the county. About a mile 
from the railway station (Lairg) is the hotel, pleasantly situated on a slight 
eminence at the lower end of Loch Shin, and surrounded in summer by a 
luxuriant growth of beautifully-foliaged trees. Round a little way from the 
hotel is the place where the river Shin, escaping through an open sluice from its 
cognominal loch, begins its romantic career. It is let—at least, its angling is 
let—to sportsmen, but its great reservoir, Loch Shin, is open to the public, and 
to fish it in any manner, and with fly, worm, minnow, troutling, creeper, tube, 
wriggler, angel, eel-tail, devil, prawn, spoon, phantom, or swivel-tail, and for 
ferox, trout, sea-trout, grilse, or salmon, anyone has liberty who is staying at 
Lairg Hotel. Mr. Butters has boats on the loch, and ten in all belong to his 
establishment. Gillies and boatmen can generally be had on the shortest notice ; 
but when the busy season, which lasts for about three months from the 20th 
June, is in full swing, it is best to communicate with the hotel-keeper in 
advance, as by doing this there is every chance of the services of the most com- 
petent hands being secured. Mr. Duncan Campbell, late schoolmaster, Lairg, is 
a gentleman whose advice in angling matters is sought by many a stranger, and 
all we need say is that it is well worth seeking. He is known as an angler of 
long and varied experience ; no one possesses such a general knowledge of all 
the waters around, and their several peculiarities ; and certainly no one, not even 
“ the oldest inhabitant,” is so deeply versed in the folk-lore of the district. Mr. 
Campbell is ever ready, and indeed most pleased, to communicate information 
about angling, touring, the condition of the Highlands, the troublous times of 
the clans, and the now hoary past of the Middle Ages. We strongly recommend 
our readers to make his acquaintance, as by so doing they will learn much that 
can be turned to useful account. 

In addition to Loch Shin, the largest loca in Sutherlandshire, the angler, 
while residing at Lairg, has several other lochs and a few streams, all within 
easy reach, on which he can try his skill, and have usually an amply satisfactory 
return—to wit, about five miles across the moor is Loch Beannoch, an excellent 
‘trouting loch, a mile and a quarter in length, and about three-quarters of a mile 
in breadth. There is a boat on it belonging to Lairg Hotel. The trout are well- 
fed, pink-fleshed, handsome in shape, and gamesome in a high degree. They 
average about $lb., and, in favourable weather, the basket to each rod runs from 
15lb. to 20lb. per day. On moderately breezy days—cloudy, and with a moist 
warmth in the air—the best sport is generally obtained. The angler can either 
walk all the way to this loch, or drive four miles along the Tongue road, then 
strike across the moor—fully a mile. Almost three miles directly northward is 
Loch-nam-fuar-leachd, a moory lake, which, although insignificant in size and 
seldom fished, is nevertheless well worth visiting on account of the enormous 
size of some of its trout. The angler should be careful to test his tackle well, 
as, in fishing this loch, it is quite a common calamity to part company with a 
big fish and a whole cast of flies. 

The other waters in the neighbourhood are Loch Craggie, Loch Doulas, Loch 
Tighcraig (first-rate angling lochs, but all three preserved ; special permission to 
fish required), Loch Cracail More, Loch Cracail Beg, Loch Laro, The Grudie, 
Cassigill Burn, Tirry, and Altgeal. June, July, and August are the best months 
for every one of the waters named, and the best flies are the Zulu, Green Mantle, 
Hecham Pecham, Claret and Mallard, Orange and Bustard, and blue body, silver 
tinsel, dark hackle, and dark wing—sizes, in Wm. Bartleet and Son’s scale of 
Limericks, 8,9, and 10. Over all the waters to which we have referred a fair 
rod, fishing in all sorts of weather, ought to average from 12lb. to 16lb. of fish 
as his daily catch. ‘Trolling is not so certain to bring up the basket as fishing 
with fly, still it sometimes succeeds wonderfully well. By this method two 
splendid specimens of the real type of the Salmo ferox, caught in Loch Shin 
but a year or two ago, and which at the time of capture weighed 14lb. and 15lb. 
respectively, grace the lobby of the Sutherland Arms, and, sooth to say, the 
sight of them makes many an angler’s teeth water ! 

Tf all the best waters attached to the various hotels are to be tried at leisure 
it will occupy from a month to five weeks to do the circular tour. When leaving 
Lairg, if the angler elects to proceed by train, instead of going by the mail to 
Overscaig Hotel, the first station to break the journey at is the Mound. Not 
far from this there is capital sea trout-fishing during June, July, and August. 
Almost opposite Skelbo Castle there is a place in theestuary (Loch Fleet) where 
salmon take the fly quite readily during the months referred to. Quite close to 
this place is Little Ferry, where, during certain states of the tide, the sea trout- 
fishing is frequently very good. While fishing there, anglers will find the hotel 
at Golspie, only three miles distant, quite a convenient residence. The same 
hotel has a right to the angling on Loch Brora—a pretty loch, fair for common 
trout, and good at times for sea-trout. Dunrobin, the principal residence of his 
Grace the Duke, is at hand, and the scenery of the Golspie Barn, also quite near, 
is the most charming dash of sylvan landscape in all Sutherland. 

Leaving Golspie, we once more set out north by train, crossing as we proceed 
the Brora and Helmsdale, excellent spring salmon rivers, and in due time the 
flying engine (?) of the Highland Railway Company brings us to Forsinard, safe in 
“ith and limb.” Here, in an airy situation on the moor at the very head of the 
valley of the Halladale, is a small but cheerful and comfortable hotel, the land- 
lord of which is a keen angler, and a firm believer in the potency of the Great 
Halladale Eagle fly asa medicine for the salmon and grilse of the great Halla- 
dale river. To our mind, Donald Gunn, crofter, Dalhalvaig, is as good a boat- 
man and gillie as could well be wished. He can interest and amuse as few 
can, and if, when offered him, he cheerfully accepts a dropof the mountain dew, 
it is simply to show that there is no bad feeling. The lochs fished from Forsinard 
are remarkably good for trout. Several can be reached by walking ; the rest are 
within easy driving distance. Loch Clach na Galcontains most beautiful trout, 
excellent in quality and pink-fleshed ; while Baddan-loch, Loch nan Cuinne, 
and Loch a’ Chlair severally yield very heavy baskets when the weather is any- 
thing like suitable. The hotel-keeper has a rod’s fishing on the river, which he 
lets by the day or week. 

A pleasant drive of 15 miles down the green strath of the salmon-haunted 
Halladale brings us to the slopes of Melvich on the northern seaboard. Here 
we are the guests of Angus Morrison, a “ braw fisher,” a keen sportsman, and a 
renowned whip. The hotel, from which the outlook is superb, is pleasantly 
situated pretty high up the face of the hill fronting the Bay of Bighouse, where, 
in the warm noon of the summer’s day, capital sea-bathing can be enjoyed. No 
fewer than 15 lochs are within walking or driving distance ; six of these are 
prime for trout, the rest from good to very fair. The average size of the trout 
in these lochs, the whole of them included, is a very good one, and the quality 
first-rate. There are boats, or a boat, on almost every one of the choicest 
waters, but those unprovided in this respect can easily be fished by wading. 
There is capital sea-fishing to be had, and the hotel-keeper can usually arrange 
for at least one of his guests having a rod on the Halladale at a trifling cost. 
The chief lochs in the neighbourhood are Na Seilge, Acron, Caorach, Baligall, 
Achredigil, Hileanach, Breack Mor, Breack Beg, Mall, Na Gal, Mor, and 
Craskach. Most years a goodly proportion of the trout are in capital con- 
dition by the end of May, and from that time to the middle of September 
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the sport is always excellent when the weather is favourable. Several lochs 
that for more than half a century have been strictly preserved are now attached 
to the hotel, and a good road leading to them has been made through the centre 
of the Armadale shootings. In size and quality the trout in one or two of these 
lochs can hardly be surpassed, Baligall at times gives about a 2lb. average. 
Lang Sandy Mackay, the old Grenadier Guardsman, is a likeable old chap, a 
first-rate boatman and gillie, and a thorough adept at handling the landing-net, 
and “'Troth, it’s nae verra affen that he sneezes ata drap o’ the rale stuff,” as 
our worthy henchman, auld Donal’ Gunn, scion of the ancient and warlike race 
of the Gunns of Caithness, is wont to remark, when the “ cutter” is produced, 
in case he should only smell the cork. ; : a 

Through the kindness of Mr. Pilkington, proprietor of Sandside, visiters at 
Mr. Morrison’s other hotel (Reay) have permission to fish two preserved lochs— 
viz., Scye and Shurrery. On Shurrery the angler is always certain of a basket 
from 20Ib. to 351b. ; and in July the upper end of the loch is pretty sure for a 
salmon or two. The trout run three or four to the pound. Scye contains grand 
sport-giving trout, firm and pink-fleshed as any salmon, and of the average 
weight of three-quarters of a pound. They are somewhat capricious, but on a 
thoroughly favourable day the angler is a “muff” if he does not creel at least 
20]lb. weight of them. 

(To be continued.) 








NORTHERN NOTES. 
By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


ONLY one solitary freshet since the trout season commenced! Such 
a state of affairs is almost unprecedented—at all events of late 
years; but still the fact remains, and those anglers who never think 
of visiting the river’s bank except when there is “a good bold 
water,” have seen but little of their rods and tackle this season ; and 
even as I write, glancing anon at the sun fast disappearing from 
view behind the lofty hills of beautiful Wharfedale, the prospect of 
rain seems to be as remote asever. But I suppose we must not 
grumble ; we have bewailed the good old times for many years 
now, sighing and wishing for a * good old-fashioned summer,” and 
at last we have got what we wished for. = 

“Tt is an ill wind that blows nobody good,” and if the class of fishermen 
referred to above have found the present not a very favourable one for their 
style of angling, at all events it has exactly suited those who practise Creeper or 
Stone Fly-fishing ; for them everything has been propitious except the wind, 
and that has blown persistently down-stream. Anyoue who knows how difficult 
it is to cast the Stone Fly or Creeper properly without any wind at all to con- 
tend with can easily realise how the difficulty will be enhanced by having to 
cast it in the face of a steady‘south-west breeze ; you flick off fly after fly in 
your vain endeavours, and when at last you manage to get one well out just 
above a rising fish, a sudden puff of wind bellies out your fine line, and you 
strike a moment too soon, losing both your fish, your fly, and your temper. 

I wonder how it is that the fish show such a marked preference for the 
female Stone Fly ? That they do I had ample proof of the other day. I was 
fishing upon the Yore, and as female flies were rather bad to find, and my back 
was beginning to feel decidedly stiff through constant bending to search for 
them, I determined to give the jack or male fly a good trial, as they were 
plentiful enough ; but no thank you. I tried them singly, I tried them a couple 
at once, I tried them with single hook, double hook, and lastly, in desperation, 
with no hook at all—simply throwing them on the water. The result was just 
the same—neither trout, grayling, or dace would look at them; but get a nice 
fat, fluttering female fly planted artistically, and “ flop” at once was the sequel. 

I have often been puzzled at the large number of the wings of the female fly 
that were lying scattered about among the stones, and at last have discovered 
the cause : the birds, water wagtails and others of that ilk, evidently consider 
her in the same light as the fishes do, and having divested her of her four long, 
flat wings, proceed to swallow the fat, yellow body. This fact, no doubt, 
accounts for the scarcity of the female flies as compared with the large number 
of the males. 

It was Mr. Cherici, the fishing-tackle maker at Tanfield, who drew my 
attention to this fact, and since then I have kept close watch, and find that his 
statement is quite correct. From the same source I also learn that this year the 
Green Drake, or May Fly of ‘the south, is very plentiful upon the Hackfall 
length of the river Yore. Mr. OC. W. Judson, of Ripon, also informs me that 
he has seen a goodly number upon the Laver, a small tributary of the Skell. 
The Stone Fly, however, is a much more deadly lure upon our northern streams, 
and I question, even if the Green Drake was plentiful every season in this dis- 
trict, whether the local anglers would forsake their old love. Upon the Costa, 
a chalk stream in the Hast Riding of Yorkshire, the Green Drake season is as 
eagerly looked forward to as in Hampshire, and many a 2lb. or 3lb. aldermanic 
trout falls a victim to the seductive power of a “floater” constructed from 
dyed mallard or Canadian duck. Upon the far-famed Driffield Beck also the 
Drake comes out during some seasons in great force ; but I have not yet heard if 
such has been the case this season. 

At last the Yorkshire Fishery Board have determined to put a stop to the 
salmon roe fishing, which has been carried on to a shameful extent upon certain 
lengths of both the Wharfe and Yore, and I wish them every success in their 
attempt to do so. Several clever captures have already been made, and the 
offenders fined £2 each and costs in every case. If anglers who have been in 
the habit of fishing the roe with impunity once know that the water-bailiffs are 
on the qui vive there will soon be an end of such illegal and unsportsmanlike 
practices. 

Mr. W. J. Cummins, of Bishop Auckland, has, I regret to say, been seriously 
ill, and his medical adviser (like a sensible man) ordered him at once ‘ to depart 
North witha rod.” Mr. C., therefore, wended his way to the Whitadder, which 
is a favourite stream of his ; the weather was very cold for the first part of his 
visit, but during the last week the Stone Fly came on, and Mr. OC. had glorious 
sport. He also, upon two days, killed 10]b. and 11lb. of trout with the small 
fly, and when having a friendly pipe with him in his sanctum the other evening, 
he showed me the pattern that he had done most execution with. It was an 
extremely likely-looking fly, and I intend giving it a good trial as an evening 
fly ; the body is made from a beautiful shade of olive green, and the wings are 
hackled from the light grey freckled feather from a partridge. He also told me 
about a winged fly that had proved a good killer. So far as I remember, I 
think that the body was orange silk, the wings from a woodcock’s wing, and 
white hackle for legs—rather a curious combination. However, what is more 
to the purpose, Mr. C.’s friends (and their names are legion) will be pleased to 
hear that he is now all right again ; an angling holiday is worth more than a 

ton of physic to an angler, and anyone who had seen Mr. ©. before he started 


off, and could see him now after his return, would hardly know him as the 
same man. ; 

The barbel are now beginning to plough about the shallows—* bad luck to 
them,” as Pat wouldsay. Itis some time since the Ripon Club have had one of 
their (formerly) annual night’s spearing among them. I was talking to one or 
two of the leading lights (not torch- bearers) the other day respecting the matter, 
and proposing a raid upon them this year. I only hope that we may succeed in 
organising a party, for it is rare fun ; if the affair does “come off” I will give 
your readers an account of it. Very lovely is the country at the present time ; 
I never recollect seeing such a wealth of May blossom as greets the eye onevery 
hand in our beautiful Yorkshire valleys, while its scent wafted through the air is 
delicious. One day, recently, I fished along seven miles of the river Yore, 
wading up-stream nearlythe whole of the distance. Sport was excellent, but still 
did not rivet my attention entirely ; every now and then I should come upon 
some especially picturesque bit that I could not help sitting down for a minute 
or two toadmire—a miniature glade a mass of blue from the profusion of the 
wild hyacinth ; another golden with buttercups and cowslips ; a third snowy-white 
with May blossom and wood anemones—such were some of the many beautiful 
objects that met my eye upon that bright summer day. What would 
life be without such days? Hven in memory they stand out ever green, like an 
oasis in the desert. To a hard-worked business man the value of such is incal- 
culable. In speaking at an anglers’ dinner, Francis Francis ouce remarked that 
he was quite of opinion that a few days’ sport now and then in the pursuit of 
angling added at least ten years to a business man’s life. I quite agree with him, 
and, although the master angler and author, as “‘ Redspinner” has gracefully 
termed him, is no longer with us, yet we know that, at all events, his busy, useful 
life was extended nearly to the time allotted to man, and that almost up to the 
end he continued to indulge in the pastime which to him had been almost a 
life’s study—which, no doubt, had contributed largely to his robust health, and 
yielded him so many days of endless enjoyment. May it even be so with all 
of us. 

Ivy Cottage, Pool, Wharfedale. 


‘ 





NOTES ON THE ESK AND LIDDLE, DUMFRIESSHIRE. 


Now that the fishing season has commenced in real earnest, and 
every enthusiastic angler is busy cracking up his own particular 
“ pitch,” I think, Sir, it is high time I made some effort to 


“Gar out (Northern) streams and burnies shine 
Up wi’ the best,” 
and to 
“Sing auld Coila’s plains and fells, ‘ 
Her muirs red-brown wi’ heather bells,’ 


oa 


As I have on former occasions made frequent attempts to describe 
portions of the districts of Eskdale and Liddesdale, I shall content 
myself this time by giving a brief summary of tle rules and 
regulations adopted by the Esk and Liddle Fisheries Association ; 
also, for the information of intending visitors, I may mention that 
the finest stretch of water on the Esk is that between Langholm and — 
Scotch Dyke, a distance of about nine miles. 

The principal pools and streams between the above-named placesrejoice in the 
following nomenclature :—The Skipper’s Pool, the Douk, Crooked Pool, Tower 
Pool, Shortsholm Pool, Cat-Clints, Greystone, Tommy’s Pool, Hush, Knotty- 
holm Stream, Jock’s Pool, The Goats, Trummel’s Pool, Deadnock, Prior Pool, 
Long Pool, Round Pool, March Pool, Mason Stream, Willow Pool, Chaldron, 
and Thistle, which last is at the commencement of Sir Frederick Graham's 
water. Now the best of all these casts is the Willow Pool; the Caldron 
comes next, and is by many anglers considered a superior stretch of water 
for salmon. The high bank overlooking the pool, thickly studded 
with tall trees, was a favourite place in days gone by for the “‘ watchers ” who 
used to ascend the trees and direct the experts with the stripe hooks under- 
neath. The best of the others are the Tower Pool (opposite Gilnockie Tower), 
Shortsholm Pool, Trummel’s Pool, Prior Pool, March Pool, and Mason Stream, 
about two miles of water, the most distant, the Tower Pool, being within a mile 
of the Cross Keys Hotel. 

Further up the river, and close to Langholm, is the Skipper’s Pool, where many- 
asilver beauty has been caught. 'Ths scenery here is the finest imaginable. From 
the road the most charming views of the rocky stream are to be had in abund- 
ance through stately screens of trees, prominent among which is a fine old syca~ 
more, said to have been a favourite of the late Duke of Buccleuch. Below here 
to Tarras-foot, about two miles of water, the Laird of Broomholm gives anyone 
a day’s fishing simply for the asking. The Tarras, which runs into the Esk 
near the popular laird’s domain, is a little rugged, rocky, angry stream, especially 
in a flood, and tears through a deep wooded glen of extraordinary beauty. The 
famous Glen Tarras whisky is manufactured on its banks, and I am told there is 
no trouble in getting your flask replenished at the stell. The little 
Tarras is celebrated for yellow burn trouts, and “guddling” is often 
resorted to by the youth of the neighbourhood, as it is almost too small for the 
rod. The Hermitage is another of the smaller streams, and is a tributary of 
the Liddle. Trout are small but very numerous in May and June, and a few 
salmon go up late intheseason. It falls into the Liddle close to Newcastleton, 
a place brimming full of reminiscences of Border history. 

With regard to the Association tariff, I always peruse it with awe, and have 
never thoroughly mastered it ; indeed, it is too much for one fellow’s head to 
grapple with. The season-ticket costs four guineas, and authorises the holder 
to fish in the Esk from Byre burn foot to Scotch Dyke, and from Longtown 
bridge to Solway—about ten miles of water. In the Liddle, from Burnmouth 
on the north side to Kershope foot, and thence on both sides to the Gullet Pool ; 
from Sandholm Pool on both sides to Castleton ‘glebe lands ; thence off and on 
to its source. In the Hermitage, from the ash and birch trees on Thirty Shilling 
haugh on the south side only to Cottage Pool ; thence on both sides to Lee haugh 
bridge, and from Hermitage Castle to its source ; also in all the other waters 
rented by the Association. 

Among the waters specially reserved are the following :—From Crannelholm, 
Langholm, to Byre burn foot on the Buccleuch Estate, and from Scotch Dyke 
to Longtown on Sir Frederick Graham’s territory ; £1 is charged for one week 
on the same waters as are open to season-ticket holders, and 5s. for one day. In 
the Esk, from Longtown bridge to the Solway, three guineas is the figure from 
Feb. 15th, and two guineas from the Ist of August. 

In the upper waters, 30s. is charged from the head of Esk on both sides from 
Garwald water foot, thence on the east side to Moodlaw burn foot, and from 
Rae burn foot to Allangill foot, so far as the water belongs to the Duke of 
Buccleuch, from King Pool to Benpath burn, Warren Dyke to Carlesgill burn, 
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Ford at Craig to Craig March, Ewesfoot to head of Crannelholm, Byre burn 
foot to Glebelands, and in the Liddle as far as is not specially reserved. Angling 
one day, 2s. 6d. The Canonbie ticket, 24s., covers that splendid stretch of water 
from Byre burn foot to the foot’ of Glebelands, and in the Liddle’on the Scotch 
side from the junction of the Esk and Liddle to Mereburn, one day, 2s. 6d. The 


Langholm ticket, 20s., includes the Esk from Ewes foot to the head of Crannel- ’ 


holm, and in the Ewes, Wanchope, and Tarras waters so far as they belong to 
the Duke of Buccleuch, one day, 2s. The Westerkirk ticket, 10s., covers those 
portions of the Esk from Enzie holm Bridge to Benpath burn, from Warren 
Dyke to Carlesgill burn, Ford at Craig to Craig March ; and in the Meggat, 
Shielburn, and-Stennish waters, one day, ls. Eskdale Muir ticket, 10s., embraces 
a good area, commencing from the head of Esk on both sides, to Garwold water 
foot, from thence on the east side to Moodlaw burn foot, and from Rae burn foot 
to Allangill foot, and in the Garwald water so far as it belongs to the Duke of 
Buccleuch, one day, 1s. : 

Neweastleton ticket, 10s. : In the Liddle from Burnmouth to Kershope foot 
on the north side, and thence on both sides to Gullet Pool ; from Sandholm 
Pool on both sides to Castleton Glebelands ; on the north side from Glebelands 
to Manse Lynn ; thence on both sides to Dinlaybyre March, and from Lauriston 
and Riccarton Mill March to its source; in the Hermitage from the Ash and 
Birch trees in Thirty Shilling haugh; on the south side only to Cottage Pool ; 
thence on both sides to Leehaugh Bridge, and from Hermitage Castle to its 
source, one day, 1s. Holders of tickets are cautioned against taking or killing 
salmon-fry, fishing in the night, snatching, striping, or fishing by means of rake 
or drag-hook. They must only fish with the fly after 1st October, and no swivel 
or weight of any kind be used. 

The Association waters—excepting the Esk and Liddle and the Hermitage 
below Gorrenbury burn foot—to be closed for rod-fishing on ‘October Ist. 
Tickets or further information can be obtained from the secretary at Langholm. 

“Ye mun come this summer, man,” writes Sandy Guidyill ; “aw ken ye’re 
just mad about fine scenery, and the country’s lookin’ gran’ the noo. We’re 
yerra rich in wood and water here, as ye ken, and the Esk and Liddle are baith 
fair hotching wi’ salmon. Only the ather nicht a wee callant at Langholm 
cleekit oot a fine.salmon in sight 0’ the hale toon. The laddie had a run o’ 3 of 
an ’oor, and the brig ower the Esk was crammed wi’ folk fit to jump ower into 
the watter, wi’ ain doon excitement. Never mind bringin’ ony tackle—the 
‘ Butcher’ ul fit ye up wi’ a wan’ crell and a’ the rest ; and as the otter hunting’s 
in full swing, ye can havea cut in at that. Mr. Carrick’s pack often comes up 
oor watters ; and there’s yere aul freen, Mr. Hugh Amos, o’ Penton Brig, 
he’ll gie ye the news aboot a’ the dogs in the country side. Then there’s the 
gran’ Jubilee procession at the muckle toon o’ the Langholm, when the Scotch 
thistle will be to the front, and a hantle o’ sociability gan on, lashins 0’ whisky, 
and the like. Am sure ye wad enjoy the skirl o’ the bagpipes, the Hielan fling, 
Scotch reel, tattie cake and a dram, and to see the kilted lads and bonnie lasses 
dance the braw Hielan’ fling and sword dance. There will be a fine supper tae 
at the Cross Keys, and Sandy Elder means to mak us a’ enjoy oursel’s to our 
hairt’s content. Here’s the bill o’ fare; what d’ye think o’t? We sat up a’ 
nicht ritin’t oot, Sandy and a wheen o’ us :— 


“Soup. 

“ Cock o’ Leekie, Hotch Potch, How Towdy, Hare frae Skirlewewie, Sheep’s- 
head Broth, Sheep’s-head Kail, Sheep’s-head Tattie Soup, Sheep’s-head Turtle, 
Puddin Bree, Cauld Kail o’ Aberdeen. 

SRISH, 

“Finnan Haddies, Caller Cod frae Frith o’ Forth, Hermitage Trout, Baggies 
frae Glen Tarras, Skellies frae Archerbeck Burn, Whitin’s fraé the Liddle fit, 
and Saumon frae the Bonnie Esk, Saut Herrin, Kippered Saumon, Kippered 
Herrin, Lobsters, Buckies, Limpets, Wilkes, Caller Haddies, Glasgow Bailies, 
Caller ou, Caller Herrin. 

“ BOILED. 


“Doup o’ Mutton, Hoch o’ Steak, Peat Reekit-Braxie Ham, a wee Grumpie 


- and Neeps, Loch Katrine Parritch, Soor Dook Parritch, Milk Parritch, Whey 


Parritch, Cauld Parritch (wi Glen Tarras), Het Parritch (wi’ Tragel Yil), Pease 
Brose, Yitmeal Brose, Athol Brose, Kail Brose, Pedders Brose, Sowans, Sow’s 
Snout, Potted Head, Trumlin’ Jamie, Lantern Broth, Goniel. 

“ Roasts. 

“Bubbly Jock wi Cranebury Sauce, Banties frae the Byre burn, Patricks 
(Forge brae head style), Tati-Pot. 

“ENTREES. 

“Sheep’s Head and Trotters, Haggis (Tam o’ Shaniter style), Tripe_and Trolly- 
bags, Reekin’ Het Mutton Pies, Bluid Puddin’s frae the muckle Toon o’ the 
Langholm, Cruds and Cream, Bickers o’ Parritch, Paisley Pease Brose, Skirl wi’ 
Yitmeal, Pepper and Saut, Haggis, Tripe Collops, Sheep’s Bags, Sheep’s Shanks, 
Lichis, Lamb’s Head and Harrigals, Stoved Tatties, Bristled Tatties, Cauld Tatties, 
Black Puddin’s, White Puddin’s, Cowt Loord. 

“Conip DISHES. 


“Rostit Doos, Peesweep Pies, Craw Pies, Corbie Pies, Pigs’ Fit, Sheep’s 
Trotters. 
“ VEGETABLES. 
“ Boiled Ingans, Chappit Tatties, Boiled Neeps, Beans frae the Limycleuch, 
Raw Turmets, Curlies. 
~ “ DESSERT. 
“ Rolly Polly (Canonbie style), Blae-berry Puddin’, Gossart Tart, Shortbread 


_ frae Carlisle, Soda Scones, Bannocks o’ Barley Meal, Farlso’ Yit Cake, Grozets, 


Tattie Scones, Nicket Baps, Crackers, Cookies, Snaps, Sweeties, Gourock, Jam, 


' Gundy, Tragle Candy, Thistle Taps, Doghips, Cathips, Haws, Blackman, Yel- 


lowman, Ferguson’s Rock, Carvies, Mint Drops. 
i “ CHEESE. 


“A muckle Kebbuck o’ Ayrshire Cheese, Skim Milk, Cream, Sour Milk, Kirnt 

Milk, Goudie, Mitey, Mawky, Moolt, Crotly. 
“ WINES. 

“Whisky Red Hot, Whisky Cauld, Whisky Neat, Blue Clout, Whisky Toddy, 
Tallisker, Sma Yill, Swats Skeichan, Skretch, Soor Dook, Athol Brose 
frae Killicrankie, Best Glen Tarras, Strang Yill frae Edinburgh, Quaighs o’ 
Swats, Barley Bree. 

“ Coffee and Tea, wi’ a cinder in the cup. Cigars, Tobacco (Broon Twust), and 
Lang Pipes.” 

What do aw think o't ? “That's fetched me, I'll visit again the 


“Land of brown heath and shaggy wood, 
Land of the mountain and the flood.” 


All at once I long to be present at Sandy’s spread, to cast a line over the Cat 


Clints and the Skipper’s Pool, to career along the glorious Dean banks, and listen 
to the roaring of the Esk, as, red-mad with fury, it dashes “ower the Souter 
Stane,” down to Mary’s stream, like a regiment of cavalry rushing to the charge. 
Again, to scale the heights of Whita, from which I can see snow-capped Skiddaw 
and Saddleback, and the rest of the Cumberland range; the Solway Frith, 
smiling and nestling at the foot of Criffell; and away to the far west on 
a clear day, with the aid of a powerful telescope, to catch a glimpse of the Isle 
of Man rising like a dim cloud above the horizon. Yes, I'll come, and once 
more look on the loveliest scenery in Britain ; sweep the Esk from Eskdale 
Muir to the Solway Frith, scour the whole borderland with the Carlisle otter- 
hounds, while the welkin rings with their magnificent music ; and afterwards 
hearken to the great Scottish vocalist while he sings— 


“Mairch, mairch, Ettrick and Teviotdale. 
Why, my lads, dinna ye mairch forward in order ? 
Mairch, mairch, Eskdale and Liddesdale, 
A’ the blue bonnets are over the Border.” 
: GILNOCKIE. 
IY 


NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. 


THE annual general meeting of the National Fish Culture Association was held 
on Thursday, at their offices in the Exhibition grounds, South Kensington, 
under the presidency of Lord Abinger, C.B. Letters regretting inability to 
attend were read from the Marquess of Exeter, Sir Albert K. Rollit, M.P., Sir 
E. Birkbeck, and others. 

The secretary, Mr. W. Oldham Chambers, read the annual report, which 
stated that the growing interest manifested in fish culture had imported into 
the affairs of the Association a corresponding impetus, although it was suffering 
from financial depression in consequence of the Inventions Exhibition capitation 
grant for maintaining the aquarium not being paid. In regard to fish culture 
operations, a new hatchery had been erected at the establishment of the Asso- 
ciation at Delaford Park, where a large number of fry had been reared this 
year from native Salmonide ova, as well as from ova presented by the American 
Government, including the rainbow trout, Salmo irideus; land-locked salmon, 
S. sebago; whitefish, Coregonus albus; and brook char, Salvelinus fontinalis. 
The annual presentations of Salmonide fry to’ public waters had been 
increased in number, in order to assist in developing the stock of inland 
fish. The angling societies at the following towns had received grants :—Bury, 
Congleton, Portsmouth, Stamford, Kendal, Sheffield, Canterbury, Maidstone, 
and Ipswich. The rivers Lea and Colne had likewise benefited by similar grants. 
The fish-culture establishment of the Association had lately been much im- 
proved, a series of effective nurseries having been formed with most satisfactory 
results. In accordance with previous assurances, marine fish-culture operations 
had now commenced at Lochbuie, Isle of Mull, where a station had been estab- 
lished for the purpose by the Maclaine, of Lochbuie, and other gentlemen, 
under the auspices of the Association. In the same direction another station 
was to be formed by the inhabitants of Grimsby at Cleethorpes for hatching 
marine fish, and for imparting technical education to fishermen, which station 
was to be placed under the control of the Association. Sir Edward Watkin, 
M.P., on behalf of the directors of the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire 
Railway Company, had offered to subscribe most liberally towards its mainten- 
ance, in addition to granting a site of land free of charge, Besides conducting 
practical marine fish culture at this station, it was the intention of the associa- 
tion to carry out scientific observations at sea in the same manner as was now 
being done elsewhere by the association, Towards the furtherance of this work 
the Fishmongers Company had granted 200 guineas. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the Chairman thought that the meeting 
might congratulate itself upon the report just read, as it certainly pointed to 
progress in the affairs of the Association, which wasready at all times to respond 
to any demands made upon its resources. His lordship considered that one of 
the most important factors in national enterprise of the present day was the 
revived scheme of fish culture. What was being effected in this direction in 
other countries should be sufficient to arouse our insular pride and 
enthusiasm, especially as the state of our rivers demanded a national 
system of fish culture. In striving to restore the condition of our fisheries 
individual effort was useless; but if taken in hand by a public body 
like the National Fish Culture Association, it could be effected in a 
thoroughly comprehensive - manner. But if a public body was to fulfil great 
expectations, it must be supported and nourished by those who reaped advantage 
from its work. Considering its scanty exchequer, he thought the Association 
had performed excellent and useful work during the past year ; but if it was to 
extend its operations, as it was seeking to do, public support must be forth- 
coming. It was desired to force upon the nation the urgency of conducting a 
system of fish culture, as was done in America, France, Germany, Bavaria, 
Sweden, and other countries ; above all, it was desired to receive from the 
Government the means of extending the operations of the Association. In con- 
clusion, his lordship added that the Association would do its utmost to carry out 
to the full the objects for which it was founded ; but he trusted that the day 
was not far distant when the country would rise from its apathetic state and 
assist in preserving and developing our great sea and inland fisheries. 

The report and balance-sheet having been unanimously adopted, the business 
connected with the re-election of honorary officers was proceeded with, the 
Marquis of Exeter being chosen as president, and Sir Albert K. Rollit, M.P., 
vice-chairman for the ensuing year. Mr. W. Oldham Chambers, F.L.S., was 
also re-elected secretary. : - 

The following resolution was then moved by Lord Abinger and unanimously 
carried ; “‘ That in view of the national work now being performed by this Associa- 
tion, and its consideration of the important matters now in course of progress in the 
direction of marine fish culture, this meeting is of opinion that increased support 
should be given to the Association, and pledges itself to do all in its power to 
carry this into effect.” : ‘ 

The proceedings then terminated with a-vote of thanks to the chairman for 


presiding. 





THE RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC ON THD RIvER THAMES,—In the course of this 
week ‘the case of “Blount v. Layard,’ which stands No, 216 on the Trinity 
List of Causes, will be tried before a special jury. As it is an action. to test the 
rights of riparian owners to exclude the public from fishing in certain parts of the 
Thames, the decision will be of interest not only to the general public, but to those 
legislators who are now concerning themselves with this question. 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Hasy Digestion.—These admirable Pills cannot be too highly appreciated 
for the wholesome power they exert over all disorders of the stomach, liver, bowels, and kidneys. They 
instantaneously relieve and steadily work out a thorough cure, and in its course dispel headache, 
biliousness, flatulence, and depression of spirits. It is wonderful to watch the daily improvement of 
the complexion, as Holloway’s Pills purify the blood and restore plumpness to the face which had lost 
both flesh and colour. These Pills combine every excellence desirable in a domestic remedy, The most 
certain and beneficial results flow from the occasional use of this regulating medicine; even persons 
in health, or when following sedentary occupation, will find it an invaluable aperient, 
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NOTES. 


Te new Thames By-laws, to which we have frequently called the attention 

of our readers, have been sanctioned by an order in council, and are now law. 

Anyone who picks a forget-me-not on the banks of the Thames will be liable to 

a criminal prosecution at the hands of the aggrieved riparian, the case, of course, 

being heard before his brother landowners, some of whom will probably be 

riparians also. 
a3 ae a ae at 

A Jubilee minnow has been eaught close to Newbury by one Giddens, river- 
keeper to the Newbury Angling Association. A correspondent, who took its 
measure carefully, makes its length 4gin. In Keene’s “ Practical Fisherman” 
mention is made of a minnow 4$in. long, which was taken from the Colne, near 
Staines Moor. But very few anglers are privileged to see specimens of these 
little fish over 3in. in length. ; 

a a3 a at i. 

The past few weeks of hot weather, should bring the bass close to the shore, 
and visitors to those seaside places which are frequented by bass in the summer 
should keep their eyes open for these most sportive of sea fish. One of the 
most deadly bass baits is Hearder’s Baby Spinner, with two rag-worms attached 
by the head to the hook. This, of course, cannot be cast, but must be trailed 
after a boat, or by the side of a pier. 

ae a at ae at 

A good method of catching bass from a pier-head is to use a Nottingham line, 
a cork float, three or four swan shot, and for bait a strip of mackerel skin. Asa 
rule, there should not be more than a couple of feet of line below the float ; 
but sometimes the fish lie deeper, and various depths should be tried. The tide 
should be allowed to work the bait along the sides of the pier or jetty, and if 
there are any bass about they will probably be caught. A good many persons 
a. from Ramsgate pier after this manner, and occasionally get some very good 

a cy * a % 2 

The most general bait for harbour and pier-head fishing is the mussel ; but 
where the bottom is sandy, an unboiled shrimp, peeled, is far better. Another 
very good bait is the beard of an oyster. A first-rate tackle for sandy bottoms is 
the leger, the same as is used on the Thames for barbel-fishing. It is a good 
plan, however, to fit it up with a second hook, placed above the lead. Mussel or 
soft crab should be placed on the lower hook, shrimp on the top one. 

Ls ae ae ae ae 


To peel an unboiled shrimp is no easy task, but it well repays the trouble, as 
the delicate transparent bait is far more killing than the tough, indigestible, 
opaque morsel which the shrimp becomes after being boiled. Soft crab isa great 
bait for dabs, and as some readers of the FisHinG GAZETTE may be unacquainted 
with it, we may as well explain that soft crab is the common, ubiquitous green 
crab, minus its shell. All through the year there are, more or less, members of 
the great family of green crabs engaged in, we presume, unpleasant operation 
of casting their shells and growing new ones. At such times the shell-less ones 
hide their nakedness under rocks and in nooks and crannies among the piles of 
harbours. They make rather a tough and certainly very killing bait. Later 
on in the year, when bass begin to work up and down tidal rivers with the 
tide, a line baited with squid or soft crab thrown out at the mouths of the 
rivers will often take a good fish. Just at present bass are more likely to be 
found off rocky headlands than in the rivers. 

% % & % % 

We cull the following from an Australian paper : ‘‘ Yes,” said Robinson, 
“ our party had fair success on our fishing tour ; but it was all due to Dumley.” 
“Ts he an expert fisherman?” ‘No; he doesn’t know a sucker from a salt 
mackerel, but he was thoughtful enough to bring some fish hooks along.” 

= os ae * a 


If any of our readers are at any time hard up for Stewart worm tackle, they 
can easily make up some with a piece of gut and some eyed-hooks, off which 
the bodies of ancient flies have been scraped. One hook should be tied 
at the end of the gut, the eye of a second one slipped over the gut and tied an 
inch higher up, and a third one—for those who like three hooks—fastened in a 
similar manner an inch higher. 

* a ae % at ; 

Most rod-makers will admit that it savours of folly to attempt to make a 
square stick fit a round hole ; but, nevertheless, the large majority of split-cane 
rod-makers still fit their rods which are hexagonal with round ferrules. Could 
anything be more foolish? If the end of each joint is rounded to admit of the 
ferrule fitting closely, the bark must be pared and the rod greatly weakened. 
If, on the other hand, the ends of each joint are not rounded, the ferrule does 
not fit them tightly, and will sooner or later work loose. 

ae a a ae a 

When shall we see split-cane rods made without ferrules, the joints spliced 
together after the manner of our favourite greenheart salmon and trout rods ? 
There is a small fortune in the idea. 

a ue zs a it 

It is reported that a large number of bass, many of them weighing over 10lb., 
were taken down Channel about a mile from Ilfracombe, on Friday last, by one 
of the boatmen and two gentlemen, a splendid breeze giving just enough surf 
to make the bass feed well. 
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DuRING the May Fly season some good trout were taken in Herefordshire. Mr. 
E. Moon, fishing in private waters, took 27lb, weight of trout in one day, the largest 
fish weighing 41b, Mr. J. P, Gwynne has taken several good trout in public waters, 
the heaviest scaling 3lb. 


CLose SEASON FOR CoARSE FisH.—As there is a movement afloat in regard to 
an alteration in the seasons for the various species of fish, the Richmond Piscatorial 
Society, under its energetic chairman, Mr. M. H. Blamey, has decided to hold a 
meeting at the Greyhound Hotel, Richmond, on the 17th of this month to consider 
the question, and invite all anglers interested in it to be present, so that the meeting 
may be one of a representative character. The Reading and District Angling Asso- 
ciation has called together the representatives of the different preservation societies 
for a conference on the 25th of this month to consider the following propositions :— 
For pike and perch, the close season to be from the last day of February until the 
last day of July ; for chub, roach, barbel, bream, carp, and tench, the close season to 
be from the Ist of May to the 3lst of July inclusive ; for trout, the close season to 
be from the Ist of October tothe 30th of April, For dace and grayling no time has 
been decided, Ina movement of this kind both the professional and unprofessional 
fishermen will have to be considered, and it is hoped the meeting at Richmond will 
be well attended, and the views of the Metropolitan anglers be effectively repre- 
sented some way or other at the proposed conference, 

CIGARETTES.—The best cigarettes in the market are those manufactured from the finest Dubec 
and Suluck Tobaécos by the PRIMROSE CIGARETTE Co., Aldgate Chambers, Aldgate, London, E.O, 


Order direct from the Company. in two sizes: No.1, 7s. 6d. per hundred ; 70s, per thousand ; No, 2 
6s, 6d. per hundred; 50s, per thousand, carriage free. Sample, six stamps, 





THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp HamitTon, M.D., F.L.S., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Se. 


(Continued from page 361, last Vol.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 


IN spring time, one often hears a curious sound, difficult to describe. Dresser 
says it may be compared to the word hveed-hveed-hveed, frequently re- 
peated, sometimes loud, sometimes soft ; but usually in a kind of prolonged 
plaint. Newton (Yarrell, 4th edit.) says: “The cry is not unlike that of the 
kestrel, and consisting of the notes, gue-que-que, many times and very rapidly 
repeated. This cry is the call note of the 


WrYNECK (Jynx torquilla), Order, Picariw ; Family, Picide. 


The bird generally arrives a few days before the cuckoo, hence the name of 
cuckoo’s mate given to it by country folks. It is also known as the snake bird, 
from the peculiar hissing noise it makes if disturbed when sitting in its nest. In 





Toe WRYNECK. 


some counties it is called the emmet bird, from its love for ants as food, thrusting 
its long tongue, covered with a viscid mucus, into the ants’ nests. The name 
““wryneck ” arises from the peculiar habit of moving its head and stretching out 
or twisting the neck (as shown in the woodcut). 

Although for the most part of one colour—a rich greyish-brown—it is so 
varied by the different shades as to form, as Bewick remarks, ‘“‘a picture of 
exquisite neatness.” 


Tur GREEN WoopPECKER (Gecinus viridis). Order, Picarie ; Family, Picide. 


Is occasionally met with as we pass to and fro to the river. We have often 
noticed these birds when fishing in Wiltshire and Hampshire ; and when not 
too much disturbed will take the same round day after day, visiting the same 
trees, beginning at their base, and working round and round all up the trunk, 
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THE GREEN WOODPECKER. 






searching for food. They are especially fond of ants, and when disturbed 
from an anthill generally fly off, uttering their loud, laughing cry (once heard 
always to be remembered), to the nearest tree, there to creep up the trunk or 
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on the branches, taking care to be out of harm’s way. 
given the bird the provincial name of the “ yaffel.’’ 


“ The skylark in ecstasy sung from a cloud, 
And chanticleer crowed and the yaffel laughed loud.” 


In Hertfordshire the bird is known as the Whetile or cutter, which, according 
to Mr. Swainson, is derived from the Anglo-Saxon “thwitan,” to cut ; butitalsogoes 
by the name of the Rain bird, or Wetall, from the supposition that its peculiar cry is 
constantly repeated when wet weather is coming. 

It has many other provincial names—as Cutbill, Woodspite, Awl bird, Wood- 
wall, or Woodweele. 

“The woodweele sang, and would not cease, 
Sitting upon the spray, 
Sae loude he wakened Robin Hood, 
In the greenwoode where he lay.” 


Chaucer calls it the wood wale— 


“With chalandre and with woodwale, 
With linet and larke,” 


Nurdis, in “The Village Curate,”— 


That laughing cry has 


“Now we hear 
The golden woodpecker, who, like a fool, 
Laughs loud at nothing,” 


_ If you put your glass upon him you will find the male bird has a scarlet top to 
its head, black bill, black round the eye, and scarlet spot beneath ; upper part of 
back, dark glossy green ; lower part and rump and upper coverts, brilliant 
yellow ; under-parts, greenish-white ; under-wing and tail coverts, whitish, irre- 
gularly barred across. 


When we fish in spring time, no matter how or where, high up amongst the 
upper branches of the elms and poplars, 


Tue Sone TurusH (Throstle, Thrushel, Mavis) (Turdus musicus). Order, 
Passeres ; Family, Turdide 2 

Pours forth its notes “from daybreak to the silence of the groves,” solacing 

its mate hard-sitting on its nest below. His sombre plumage makes it diffi- 

cult to see, but his voice (softer in February, but more powerful as spring 


‘sets in) rings through the welkin, and can be heard at a considerable dis- 


tance. The thrush is inclined to be familiar, and will often come very 
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THE Sone TuHrvsH. 


close when you are fishing ; he is very fond of snails, and carries them to 
some big stone, there to break them up, and we often see a thrush’s dining- 
table as we pass through a copse on our way to the riverside. To watch 
this bird on a lawn after rain is very amusing ; he runs up to a worm cast, eyes 
it with a peculiar look, begins pecking at it, and stamping with his legs ; 
the worm, alarmed, pokes out his head to see what can be the matter. Alas! 
poor worm !—he is gobbled up in a moment. 
The thrush is a pleasant companion to the rod-fishers. 
“ His note so clear, so high, 
He drowns each feather’d minstrel of the sky.” 


The nest is beautifully made, and lined with clay. The eggs are generally five, 
of a light blue, speckled with black. The female sits very close, almost allowing 
you to touch her before leaving the nest. She watches you narrowly with her 
dark, lustrous eye. Andrew Marvel says : 


“ And through the hazels thick, espy 
The hatching thrussel’s shining eye.” 
Burns also : 3 
“ An’ she’s twa glancing sparklin’ een.” 


Often on returning late from the river our ears are greeted with the song of 
this bird. : 
“The mavis wild wi’ many a note 
Sings drowsy day to rest.” 


The thrush sings almost all the year round, from the earliest spring till “ chill 
October.” 

The late Frank Buckland, in Land and Water, gives the following very 
characteristic wording of the thrush’s song : 


“ Knee deep, knee deep, knee deep ; 
Cherry du, cherry du, cherry du, cherry ; 
White hat, white hat ; 
Pretty joey, pretty joey, pretty joey.” 


As we cross the corner of a copse, or creep along the river bank, a dark 
object flits from the other side of a bush. It is 
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THE BLAckpirD (Turdus merula). Same Order and Family as the Thrush. 


“The ousel cock, so black of hue, 
With orange tawny bill.” 


The favourite of our woods and gardens (perhaps not of the gardener !), how 
black his plumage, how orange his beak, and how the copse rings with his 
alarm_note when a cat or a fox, an owl or a hawk, or any other enemy to his 
race, crosses his path or nears his nest ; but how mellow and sweet is his song 
as he tunes his “ dulcet pipe,” morning and evening, to his mate sitting on her 
well-concealed nest in holly or ivy. 

To the wanderer ‘“a-field,” more especially to the quiet angler, no bird is 
ee rage How his black plumage suits with the yellow primrose and purple 
violet ! 

The old name Merle, by which this bird was formerly known, is derived from 
the Latin Merula. 

Drayton says— 

: “Upon his dilcet pipe the merle doth only play.” 

And again— 
“To the mirthful merle the warbling mavis sings,” 

He also calls it the woosel— 


“The woosel and the throstle cock chief music of our May.” 
Montgomery well describes the blackbird’s notes— 


“Then, with simple swell and full, 
Breaking beautiful through all, 
Let thy Pan-like pipe repeat 

Few notes, but sweet,” 


(To be continued.) 
ES 


OUSE AND NENE FISHERY BOARD. 


A MEETING of the newly-formed Board of Conservators of the Ouse and Nene 
Fishery District, which comprises Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridge- 
shire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Huntingdonshire, Isle of Ely, Lincolnshire, 
Northamptonshire, and Peterborough, was held on Friday at Bedford, the Earl 
of Sandwich presiding. After some discussion, the Board, with the assistance 
of Mr. A. D. Berrington, Chief Inspector of Fisheries under the Board of Trade, 
framed the following by-laws, and invited suggestions and comments upon them 
from anglers residing in the counties over which the Board has control :— 

1. Close Season ror Trout.—The close season for trout is hereby varied so 
that the same shall commence on the 10th September and terminate on the 31st 
March, both inclusive. 

2. PRouIBITIon oF Nerrinc.—The use of any net for fishing for fresh- 
water fish within the Ouse and Nene Fishery district is hereby prohibited, 
provided that this by-law shall not apply to casting-nets used for taking fish 
for bait, and not exceeding 30ft. in circumference, and not having a pocket more 
than 6ft. in depth ; to any fixed nets for taking eels, or to any auxiliary to 
angling with rod and line ; provided also that these by-laws shall not apply to 
such portions of the said fishery district as shall hereinafter be defined. Any 
person offending against this by-law shall be liable for each offence to a penalty 
not exceeding £5, and to the seizure, and, on summary conviction, to the for- 
feiture of all nets, instruments, and devices used in contravention thereto, 
ane of fish caught by any such means, or in any such manner as is contrary 
thereto. 

3. PROHIBITION OF Use oF INSTRUMENTS.—The use of any spear (except a 
spear used only for the purpose of taking eels), or of any trimmer-ligger, dead- 
line, night-line, snatch, snare, or other like instrument for fishing for freshwater 
fish within the Ouse and Nene Fishery District is hereby prohibited, provided 
that nothing in this by-law shall be held to forbid the use of a line to which not 
more than one hook is attached ; provided also that this by-law shall not apply 
to such portions of the said Fishery District as shall hereinafter be defined. 
Any person offending against this by-law shall be liable for each offence toa 
penalty not exceeding £5, and to the seizure and, on summary conviction, to the 
forfeiture of all instruments and devices used in contravention thereto, and of 
fish found in his possession, and of fish caught by any such means, or in any such 
manner as is contrary thereto, 
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WEST CUMBERLAND OTTER Hounps—On Friday the West Cumberland Otter 
Hounds, under the master of the pack, Mr. J. Benson, hunted the river Derwent. 
The cast off took place near Cockermouth at eight o’clock. When the river below 
Camerton Church had been reached strong scent was had, and in a short time the 
greatest excitement prevailed amongst the big ariay of huntsmen when “ Tally- 
ho!” was given, The varmint headed the river, and before the dogs were upon 
him he disappeared under a mass of gnarled roots at the foot of an elm tree. ‘The 
terriers were put to work, and the roots torn asunder by the huntsmen, but some 
considerable time elapsed before the otter—which, judging by appearances, weighed 
about 91b.—could be dislodged. He was too quick for the grab made by the dogs, 
and diving in water which had become muddy owing to the displacement of roots 
and vegetation, he disappeared from view. The lively music which the pack almost 
instantly gave forth showed that the scent was on the opposite side of the river. 
The hunters and the sightseers, now alive to the full enjoyment of the splendid 
sport, rushed pell-mell into the river until they approached a tremendous trunk of 
an old tree, around which the pack was excitedly clustered. After an ineffective 
attempt to turn the otter from his hiding place, the trunk, on the suggestion of Mr. 
Musgrave, who is familiar with the nature of the cover in the Derwent, was over- 
turned. But no varmint was apparent. Mr, Benson then called off the dogs, and 
the drag was continued through the railway bridge to the Seaton side of the river. 
On passing underneath the bridge scent was got in some cover on the Workington 
side, to which a portion of the pack paid close attention. Further down the re- 
mainder gave chorus, and an animated scene ensued. There were now between two 
and three hundred people engaged in the hunt, the majority of whom took up 
positions in the river. Again the gladdening “ Tally-ho!” was heard, and the scent 
under the bridge developed into the “ putting up” of a fine otter, which took down 
the centre of the river, hotly pursued by the dogsand men, This was the grandest 
bit of sport throughout the day. Again and again, when the worry was on the 
point of being consummated, the varmint disappeared, only to reappear some ten 
yards further down the river for the purpose of taking breath. The twenty-five 
dogs swam ina circle, and took the water away from the otter to such an extent 
that he almost came within arm’s reach of Mr, Mitchell, The splendid finish here 
expected did not, however, occur, for the otter passed through the midst of the pack 
and succeeded in getting to earth in a rabbit-warren, 


LarGE TRovuT.—A splendid trout, weighing 441b,, was secured with the Bustard, 
on Wednesday evening last, by Mr. John Johnston, of Appleby, in the Lower St, 
Nicholas Holme. 

SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Hsq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, apply to 
T. B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVARPOOL. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


We beg to request Secretaries to post thei’ Reports as early as possible, They 
should. be addresesd “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked OLUB REPORT outside envelope and should be as brief as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of the Renting and Preservation Committee will take place 
on Monday evening ‘next, July 4th, at eight o’clock, and the general committee at 
nine o’clock,—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

Visiting List (SouTHERN DISTRICT). 

I beg most respectfully to inform anglers south of the Thames that a visit of 
the above will be paid to the Walworth Waltonians, St. Paul’s Tavern, Westmore- 
land-road, Walworth, S.H., on Tuesday, the 5th July. The-favour of your early 
attendance on that occasion is earnestly solicited, conjointly by the Walworth 
Waltonians and—JouHN SmitH, District Officer. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On June 19th Mr. CG. A. Medcalf and Mr. Farebrother weighed-in roach and 
gudgeon ; several others were out, but did not bring their fish to the club. On 
June 26th Mr. Moir had roach and bream. Members are requested to attend next 
Wednesday to receive audit accounts and other business. We made a new member 
last night ; would be pleased to add to our number should any brother angler wish 
to join us, as the season has only just started.—J. WORLEDGE, 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 10s. from 
the donation box of the Victoria Angling Society, The next meeting of the com- 
mittee will take place on Friday evening, July 8th, at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 29th June, Mr. R. Atchison presiding. The meeting was well sup- 
ported by members and friends. Minutes of the previous meeting were submitted, 
confirmed, and signed. Nine Friars were elected on the committee for the present 
season, and a ballot for president, vice-president, treasurer, and secretary was de- 
ferred until next meeting—viz., Wednesday, the 6th inst. The weighing-in all round 
is not good.— J oN SMITH, sec. pro tem. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The yearly supper of the above society will take place on Thursday next, July 7th. 
We shall be pleased to see any brother anglers after the cloth is removed, On the 
26th ult. we had a rather poor show, Messrs. C. Hands, J. Hands, and Marshall 
having a few roach, bream, and chub.—R. MARSHALL, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

So far, the “scales” of Brunswick have been few and far between ; buta glance 
through the angling journals is extremely refreshing to our souls, no Metropolitan 
club having caught much since the opening day, On the 26th ult. we did, however, 
have a weigh-in, Mr. H. Massey, jun., bringing a couple of bream that tipped the 
beam at 51b. 1l4o0z., largest fish 3lb. 810z. These fish were in splendid condition, and 
as clean asa smelt, Friday, the 24th, saw a fairly representative gathering of 
working members, although it might haye bzen better. The little business trans- 
acted included the election of host W. Whitlock as vice-chairman, who, in conjunc- 
tion with Mr, W. Temlett as chairman, will conduct business for the ensuing month. 
Harmony brought the meeting to a close shortly after twelve o'clock. Brother 
anglers, don’t fail to pay us a visit at our new elub-house, the King John’s Head, 
Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road, any Friday or Sunday evening.—J. DEPLIDGH, 
hon. sec. 
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CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The only member who troubled the scales on the 26th ult. was Mr. Curzon, who 
had afew roach and dace from the Colne, On the 3rd inst we fish for a series of 
prizes at the Welsh Harp, so hope there willbe an exciting contest and a good report 
to send you.—JACK, 

CASTLE PISCATOREIALS. 

A special competition was held on Monday, June 27th, for the largest roach, the 
largest dace, and the largest barbel. This competition was for fish sizeable in 
accordance with the club rules, caught between 10 a.m, and 8 p.m., between Cook- 
ham Lock and Bray Lock. The prizes were won by Mr. G. Reeves, largest roach, 
120z.; Mr. RB. W. Hobden, largest dace, 5oz.; Mr. F. G. Longley, largest barbel, 
2lb. 40z, A match took place between Mr. F. H. Longley (G. Winn, fisherman) and 
Mr. Charles Brown (Ben Clark, fisherman) on Tuesday, June 28th, for the gross 
weight of roach and dace, caught between Cookham Lock and Bray Lock from 
12.30 p.m. to 5.30 pm. The sport was not very good, as the fish bit very finely. 
Mr. Brown landed a good roach (15}0z.) and a good dace (5oz.), and the match 
terminated in favour of Mr, Longley, the respective weights being 3lb. 20z, and 
3lb, 40z.—F, H. LONGLEY, hon, sec, 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

A well attended meeting of this club was held on Wednesday evening, June 
20th. Some good business was got through, one new member being made, after 
which the gentlemen present indulged in harmony, Messrs. H, Bird and H. Kelly 
obliging at the piano, some good songs being rendered. Messrs. Boughton and Wells 
were out last week. The former took a fine show of dace at Richmond on Tuesday. 
Mr, Wells weighed in one trout 2lb. loz,, and one chub 130z, Members will please 
note that the meeting nights are now every Wednesday.—A. H, EVANS, sec. 

CLAPTON, 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held at the Downs Hotel on Monday last, Mr. 
A. J. Oliver in the chair. Previous minutes were read and signed. Members then 
nominated were balloted for, and duly elected. Five new members were proposed. 
Catches reported, Mr. H. A. Beck, thirteen trout from private waters (this gentle- 
man returned several others undersized) ; Mr. Hicks, bream ; Mr, Colls, a nice trout 
of 34lb, from Penton Hook ; Mr. Bareham, barbel from Penton Hook. Sundry minor 
catches were reported, and considerable general business was transacted, Our 
annual dinner is fixed for Friday, July 15th, of which due notice will be sent toall 
members, &c, The Chairman stated that it gave him great pleasure to read an 
extract from a daily paper, headed “Gallant Rescue.” It referred to one of our 
members, Mr. ©. L. Tidbury, who jumped into the Regent's Canal at Cambridge 
Heath Bridge, and, after great trouble and risk to himself, succeeded in rescuing 
from drowning a youth named Day. This was done in the presence of 40 or 50 
persons, who testified their admiration of the bravery shown by the lad’s rescuer, 
Mr, Tidbury was very warmly applauded by our members (of whom we had an 
excellent muster), and was congratulated in a neat little speech by our chairman, 
fully endorsed by all present. I may mention that Mr, Tidbury is far from being a 
strong man—in fact, he is a very delicate one, and he told me that he had not yet 
got over the effects of his exploit. Membérs will please take notice that our meet- 
ings will now be held every Monday eyening at.the Downs Hotel, Downs-road, 
Clapton, at 8.30 p.m. Weare now so conyeniently situated,in close proximity to 
the N.L. and G.H, railway stations, busses, and trams, that I hope gentlemen in 
Clapton, Hackney, and the neighbourhood surrounding will join our flourishing 
society, we having many advantages to offer.—HENnRry Howsg, hon. sec, 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society fished their first match of the season on the 26th ult., 
about 20 gentlemen competing, when the following were the winners of the five 
prizes :—Mr, Wikins, first ; Mr, Harris, second; Mr, Sullins, third; Mr, Caswell, 
fourth ; and Mr, Severn, fifth. The whole of the prizes were taken with roach caught 
between Cowley Loch and Uxbridge Loch, Our next meeting night will be on 
Wednesday next, when I hope to see as many members as can make it convenient to 
attend,—H, PALMER, sec. . 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A meeting of several angling friends favourable to the establishing of a new club 
was held at the One Tun, 125, Great Saffron-hill, Farringdon-street, on Friday, June 
24th, 1887, Mr. David Seymour in the chair. The proposal was received mosti 
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enthusiastically, and twenty-four members registered their names. It was arranged 
that the meetings shall be held on Wednesdays and Sundays. A committee was 
formed, consisting of Messrs. D, Seymour, W. H. Johnson (sec. pro tem.), and G. 
Williams to prepare a code of rules, ‘These were submitted to the meeting on Wed- 
nesday evening last, the 29th ult., and adopted. From the interest already exhi- 
bited at the outset for the welfare of the club, itis confidently expected that this 
will become a very successful club, and receive the encouragement and support of 
all earnest anglers. The proceedings terminated with the election of Mr. David 
Seymour (chairman) and Mr, A. Massey (vice-chairman) for the ensuing month,— 
W. H. JOHNSON, sec. 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 19th ult, 74 members of the above club fished a pegged-down match at 
Waltham for twelve prizes ; but it turned out a failure, only two prizes taken. On 
the 21st we fished the same water for seven Jubilee prizes, when 60 competed, and 
not one took a sizeable fish, so they wiil stand over for a time. On the 28th there 
was a large attendance of members, when it was decided to fish the Burnt Mill on 
the 3rd of July for 20 prizes, as our year ends on the 5th, and it being desirable 
to clear off the list of prizes. Two new members enrolled; one proposition. R. 
MuRrpPHY. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, : 

Very few fish were brought up on the: 19th ult. Messrs. G. H. Wood and §. Cole 
had dace; J. Jeffries, A. Hattemore, and E. Harris, roach. On the 26th ult., T. 
Haycox and A, Hattemore had roach ; T. Hammond, bream ; 8. Cole and H. Steac- 
man, roachand dace. On July 3rd, the members will fish for eight prizes in tke 
river Lea, the Forty Guinea Water being selected. Start first train from London, 
Roll-call at the Fish and Eels at 9.45,—R. GHURNEY, sec. - 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. * 

At the meeting to be held on Tuesday evening next, amongst other business, will 
be certain necessary regulations respecting the library of the society, and the rights 
and restrictions of the members in regard to borrowing books. Chair to be taken 
at half-past seven p.m. The meeting will be held at Rise House, Hornsey Rise.— 


_C, H, KENNETT, hon. sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members will compete for five special prizes jon July 3, “at Hatfield 
Peverel, nothing under 80z. to take a prize. The annual dinner will take place in 
July—the week-day portion dine on Wednesday, the 13th, and the Sunday portion 
on the 17th ; those who intend being present on either of the above dates will please 
signify the same to the secretary three days previously. Mr. ©. Hayward will give 
a prize for the heaviest weight of bream taken on any Sunday or Wednesday during 
July, August, and September ; also a prize for the heaviest roach taken on the same 
days. Mr, A, B. Bedford had 201b. 1430z. of bream, roach, and dace on the 26th ult. ; 
Mr. H. Butt had 41b. 840z. of roach on the same day.—H. B. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

Hot, bright weather and low, clear water have quite placed fishing at a discount. 
Several of our members have tried various waters, but have done nominally nothing. 
So listless are we that fixing a date or a locality for our next expedition has been 
postponed for a fortnight in the hope that ere then rain will have made its welcome 
appearance. I regret to record the somewhat unexpected death of Mr. John 
Hannam, a member, and landlord of our elub-house. He was both liked and 
respected, and was always ready and willing to do what he could for the angler. 
Peace to his ashes.—RD. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 2 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. : : 

The annual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, the president, Mr. W. 
Gillies, in the chair, he minutes of previous meeting-night were read and con- 
firmed, The prizes for the last half-year were then distributed to the successful 
members as follows:—Mr, C. S. Blackman taking three, Messrs. W. Short, We 
Gillies, and A. May two each, and Messrs. J, Bunn and J. Comber one each. Other 
two prizes should have been given away, but they have not been forthcoming as yet 
from the donors. A good prize-list was got up for the first half-year of this season, 
and two gentlemen who gaye us a, visit froma neighbouring society very kindly gaye 
us two valuable prizes. Our show of fish up till now has not been large. Messrs. 
J. G. Feaks, W. J. Dyer, O. S. Blackman, and J, Bunn being the only members who 
have weighed in.—A. May, hon, sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At our annual meeting on the 16th ult. a goodly number of members were 

present, After reading the minutes of the last annual raeeting, the Society was 


enrolled, On the motion of Mr. Haylock, ‘seconded by Mr. Rook, a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded Mr, T. J, Clark, for his services during the past two years, on 
his retirement from the chair. Mr. Weller and Mr. Roberts volunteered their 


Rook and Fletcher were appointed delegates, and Messrs, Clark and Taylor auditors 
for the ensuing year.—G. T, FLETCHER, sec. 
NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On Sunday last, 26th ult., the following members weighed in :—Messrs. Culpitt 
and J. Brown, jack, from the Welsh Harp; Messrs. H, J. Underwood and Edgerton, 
roach ; Swain, roach and perch ; Messrs, Fancourt and Edgerton, jack, from Elstree ; 
Mr. 8. W. Brown, barbel, chub, and perch, from the Thames.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The opening season for coarse-fishing in this locality, and the Portsmouth Wal- 
tonians in particular, has been anything but satisfactory. Beginning with 
Chichester Canal, the continuous hot weather has brought the green weeds up, sO 
as to make many of the best swims perfectly unfishable. A very few small roach, 
perch, and bream have been taken by the members, 
in the canal since the last run out, have been carefully put back again; and if we 
do not get rain very soon, and plenty of it, very little sport in this water may be 
anticipated for the next two or three months. A party went to Auldingbourne in 
Sussex last week, and came away with a few sizeable roach—water low. Some very 
fair specimens of carp have also come to hand from Petersfield pond, but no large 


pier and Ryde pier, At the latter, there have been large catches of whiting, cole, and 
pout, just sizeable ; bait, rag-worm. No bass have been taken yet this season, but 
this very warm weather must very soon drive them up the harbour and the various 
estuaries in our locality. —DAGGERWOOD. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The members of the above met. on the 29th ult. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, when Mr. Vaughan was elected a member, We have not been 
very successful amongst the finny tribe this reason ; hitherto, but we hope for better 
fortune in the future. Wednesday, July 6th, is quarterly night, when I hope to see 
a good attendance to decide where and when we fish for prizes untaken on the 
closing Sunday last season, and the opening Sunday this.—C. PIGGOTY, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 26th ult., the following gentlemen exhibited fish from the Arun: Mr, J. 
Smith, roach and bream; J. Wigley, roach and dace; H. Haine, bream and dace. 
T, Hill also had bream and roach from the Thames. Mr. I. Davis led the way with 
5lb.of nice dace from Richmond ; and R. Smith had roach and dace from above 
Tidal Reach. At the meeting held on the 29th, Mr. J. Wigley in the chair, it was 
proposed, and met the views of all members present, that members and friends 
receiving fish on Sunday evenings from members of this society, be requested to 
give a donation of not less than one penny towards the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund. 
Members wishing to take part in the South London United Competition at Water- 
ingbury on the 10thinst., are requested to send in their names (with cash) not later 
than the 6th, All the tickets forwarded to this society haye been sold. A repeti- 
tition of the number is demanded. Members of this society taking part in this 
competition are informed that Messrs. Hoare, T. Line, and J. Alexander have offered 
prizes for competition among them on this occasion, Messrs, R, Smith and J, Smith 
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found to be in an improved and flourishing condition ; six new members were _ 


services as chairman and vice-chairman respectively, and were accepted. Messrs. — 


which, from the scarcity of fish | 


ones, Among the salt-water anglers, several of the members haye been to Southsea — 
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return their sincere thanks to Messrs. Boalch and Beckett for their prizes. Members 
entitled to receive prizes from this society for the past season, and have not yet 
received them, will oblige by applying for the same at once, or else forward informa. 
tion what is to be done with the same. P.S,—The next return A.A, visit will be to 
the Walworth Waltonians, at the St. Paul’s Westmoreland-road, Walworth, on Tues- 
day next. Brother members, do not forget them.—PIxIE, 

; SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

General meeting respecting Rule 5, it was resolved that no alteration should take 
place. Mr, Cherry opened the season by weighing in some roach. There will be a 
general meeting respecting alteration of Rule 9 on Tuesday, July 12th, Several new 
members were proposed. All back subscriptions are requested to be forwarded as 
Seon as possible to clear up quarterly accounts.—PELICAN. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

Three of our members weighed in fish on the 21st ult,—Mr, C. Jeffreys (jack), Mr. 
Freethy (roach), and Mr. Matthews (dace). We hold a grand smoking concert in 
aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund on Monday, the 4thinst., when I hope to see our 
room full, and also to be able to record a good benefit for the “the Fund.” Our 
weekly smoking concert, held last Tuesday, was as usual a success,—JOHN 


BATTENSBY, sec, 
ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 26th ult, the above club hada blank, no member having sufficient fish to 
take a prize ; however, the prizes still hold good, and will be fished for on the 3rd 
inst. The result of the competition re Mr, Luff’s gifts for all societies south side of 
the Thames are as follows :—Ist, Mr. W. Tyler, United Brothers, 41b. 80z.; 2nd, 
Mr, H, Haines, Rodney, 2lb. 1211b. ; 3rd, Mr. F, Watts, United Brothers, 2b. 2302. 
The above-named gentlemen can receive their prizes next Thursday evening, 
July 7th, from between 8.30 and 10.30. We fish our first series on July 10th, place 
and conditions to be named at our next meeting,—THIRSTY TIDDLER, 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society fished Burnt Mill on the 26th ult., for five 
Prizes. After a struggle they managed to get the prizes off, the song of the day 
being “They are all very fine and small.” The following proved successful :—J, 
Taylor, Ist ; H. Brown, 2nd; W. Hooper, 3rd; H. Mills, 4th; and A, McQuin, 5th ; 
others who had fish were H. Smith, W.S. Woodhead, and F. Machin. One of the 
members picked up a trout of 3lb. on an overshoot which had been left to run dry, 
Although the fish had evidently been without water some considerable time, it 
still showed signs of life when picked up;. but all efforts to restore it proved 
unavailing.—W, 8. W. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED, 

The clubs on the South London United Visiting List will fish a pegged down 
‘match at Wateringbury on July 10th. A meeting of delegates will take place on 
Friday, July Sth, to make final arrangements for the match, and also to settle the 
Jubilee prizes—J. Court, 

WALTONIANS, 


\e At the quarterly general meeting of the above society, the following resolution 
| ‘was carried unanimously :—“That the usual donation of the Waltonian Angling 
i Society to the Thames Angling Preservation Society be held over until such time 
as the question of the representation of the Anglers’ Association on that body be 
settled, without any invidious distinctions being made between the Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation and other clubs and associations,—A. J. MARRIOTT. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 
Mr, H. Bayley presided at the meeting on the 30th ult., and a fair attendance of 
members were present. The minutes were submitted and confirmed. The competi- 
tion set down for decision on Thursday, July 7th, will be an open one—punt or 
bank. A special committee meeting is called for Thursday, July 7th, at nine o’clock 
sharp, to alter the honorary members’ prize competition, at which it is requested all 
committee men will be present. During the evening we were favoured with a visit 
from several members of the Rodney and St. George’s Piscatorials. Anglers and 
friends, don’t forget Tuesday, July 5th, which is the date of A.A. visit, when you 
will receive a hearty welcome,—MILLER’s THUMB. 


SSE CY 
SCOTCH NOTES. 


Assynt Locus (Loou INVER).—During the 
clear and sultry, and calm to the bargain, It was truly “Queen’s weather ’—no 
wind to create a ripple excepting the land and sea breeze, which, of course, does not 

| suit the angler who attends at- table @héte ; consequently, the baskets for the week 
did not average more than a fraction of what they would be with favourable 
weather. The following are the takes since last report :—June 20th, Mr. Lloyd, on 
inver, one grilse, 441b.; Loch Crocach, Rev. Mr, Rae, thirty-three trout, 104lb, June 
22nd, Loch Beanoch, Mr. Langham and friend, ninety trout, 171b. ; Loch Fewn, Mr, 
Lloyd, twenty-nine trout, 91b. June 23rd, Loch Fewn, Mr. Spencer, fifty-two trout, 
| 181b. ; Little Beanoch, Mr. Lloyd, thirty-four trout, 7}1b. June 24th, Loch Beanoch, 
_ Mr. Spencer and sons, seventy-two trout, 12lb.; Loch Fewn, Mr. Lloyd, seventy-four 
- trout, 26lb. June 25th, Loch Beanoch, Captain Erskine, sixty trout, 10lb. ; Mr, 
Mackay, on Kirkaig, ten trout, 13lb., and played a salmon for 15 minutes, Sea- 
fishing : Mr. Langham and friend, 601b. lythe ; Messrs. Bell and Watts, 591b. lythe ; 
Messrs. Spencer, 541b. lythe—heaviest 13Ib. ; Messrs. Robertson and Mackay, in the 
yacht Sconaid off Storr Head, 3301b. codfish, Slight showers of rain to-day (Monday). 
Salmon in shoals waiting to get up rivers.—A NORTHERN PISCATOR, 
| DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The continued dry weather has almost caused the streams to 
17 dry up, the volume of water being very small. Anglers have had scarcely any takes, 








past week the atmosphere was very 


are plenty of fish, but water is required to favour their ascent up the streams, and 
| as this is not forthcoming, 
times when rain did fall,. An odd herling or two have been caught in the Nith, 
while the Annan appears to have a good stock of yellow trout, if they could only be 


reached, q 
Forsinarp Horrr.—, S. Guthrie, Esq., had his second day’s fishing on “Loch 
y Jubilee ” on Monday last, and .was successful in getting a trout weighing 32b,, 


putting back all under 2lb. The weather of this week is an improvement on the 

broiling weather of last week, consequently the lochs are doing better. 

LocHBoispatr (Soutn Uist). During the past week Rev. Mr. Stephen, Mr. 
Babtie, and Mr. Brown, all from Dumbarton, had excellent sport, notwithstanding 
the excessive heat prevailing. On Friday their united catch for three rods was 77 
trout, weighing 47lb., from Bornish Lochs ; and on Saturday their united catch was 
22lb, of beautiful brown trout from the same lochs. Rain is much needed to 
replenish the lakes, and enable the sea-trout to ascend the streams, On Monday 
some excellent brown trout were killed on Bornish Lochs. Messrs, Stephen, Babtie, 
and Brown, from Dumbarton, had a total catch of 61 trout weighing 411b. 

Locu Griam.—June 16th, Mr. and Master Ormond, 25 trout, 91b, June 17th, 
Mr. King, 17 trout, 9lb. June 18, Mr. Charles, 30 trout, 91b. June 20th, Mr. 
Faber, 39 trout, 10lb, June 21st, Mr. Nesham, 27 trout, 101b. June 22nd, Messrs, 
Sample, 44 trout, 12lb. June 23rd, Mr. Faber, 24 trout, 7lb, June 25th, Messrs, 
Alston, 42 trout, 13lb, June 26th, Mr. and Master Ormond, 43 trout, 13lb. The 
weather hus been very bright and calm, much to the disadvantage of the anglers ; 
buta change has set in to-day. There are better prospects for the next few days.— 
Dunoan McKay, 

Locu LomMonpd.—Out from Tnversnaid on this loch on Monday, 27th ult., Mr. 
Hadaway killed eight trout, weighing 6lb. ; and, on Tuesday, Mr. Acklom killed nine 
trout, weighing 441b., 

Locw MperKianp.—June 16, Mr, Faber, 39 trout, 131b,; Mr. King, 25 trout, 941b.; 
June 17, Mr, Nesham, 17 trout, 541b. ; ferow, 5b, ; Mr, and Master Ormond, 17 trout, 
8lb. ; June 18, Messrs, Sample, 39 trout, 121b.; June 20, Mr, Nesham, 25 trout, 8lb. ; 
Mr. Darwin, 13 trout, 4lb.; June 21, Messrs, Sample, 14 trout, 16lb. ; June 22, Mr. 

- Hekresley, 14 treut, 121b. ;.Mr, Faber, 36 trout, 91b, ; Tune 23, Mr, Nesham, 13 tront, 
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and this state of matters will only be remedied by a good downpour of rain. There | 


the poor angler has to lay aside his red, and think of | 
























































1b. ; Messrs, Alston, 57 trout, 18lb.; June 24, Mr, Nesham, 32 trout, 11lb.; Mr. 
Brown and Mr. Brendreth, 22 trout, 8lb.; June 25, Mr. and Master Ormond, 43 
trout, 111b.; June 26, Mr, T. Faed and Mr. W. Faed, 54 trout, 1441b. 

Locu RANNocu (Dunalastair Hotel, Kinloch Rannoch).—On the 20th ult., Mr. 
Hooper, Brighton, fished the river, and had 12 trout, 21st, Mr, Singer and friend, 
Frome, had 36 trout on the loch. 22nd, the same gentleman fished some of the 
bill loch and had 88 trout; Mr, Small, Melrose, fished the river, and had 11 trout. 
23rd, Mr, Hardie fished the river for aboué an hour, and had four trout, one weigh- 
ing 3lb. 24th, Mr. Hooper fished the river, and had 12 trout ; Mr, Small had eight 
trout ; Mr Singer and friend, in the evening on the loch had 40 trout, Messrs. 
Hardie and Ford also fished the loch in the evening, and had 36 trout, one weight, 
221b. 25th, Mr. Hooper fished the river, and had eight trout; Mr. Small, 18 trout ; 
Mr. Singer and friend fished the river, and had 37 trout ; Mr. Hardie, 24 trout, 
one weight, 12lb,; Mr. Briscoe, Oxford, 18 trout. I may say that on the 25th all 
fish were caught after 10 p.m. Night fishing has now begun, and good sport is 
expected, 

Loch SHiIn (LAIRG, SUTHERLAND),—22nd J une, Mr, 
Copland, 16 trout. 23rd, Mr. Copland, 12 trout ; 
Mr. Copland, 10 trout, 23rd, on Loch Beannoch, 
on Loch Cracail, 11 trout, 7#1b., Mr. Wynne ; 25th 
Sempill ; 27th, on Loch Shin, Mr. Machin, 19 trout, 641b. ; 28th, on Loch Shin, Mr, 
Machin, 19 trout, 84lb. ; 29th, Loch Beannoch, Mr, Machin, 8 trout, 6lb.; 29th, Loch 
Shin, Mr. Copland, one ferow, 241b, ; 15 trout, 641b, Weather clear and dry, with 
light winds.—D. CAMPBELL, 

MELVICH (SUTHERLANDSHIRE), — Anglers in this district have had most 
encouraging sport during the past fortnight on all the lochs in this district, all who 
have tried having had very successful baskets, Only for a day or two was angling 
suspended by the excessive heat ; but now there is the prospect of better fishing 
weather, Miss Sinclair, Invergordon, on Loch-na-breac, had a basket of beautiful 
trout ; and Mr, Dorby almost daily had very successful fishing, the trout being of 
excellent quality. From Reay Hotel, Mr. Mackenzie had large takes of fine trout 
on Loch Scye, while, on Loch Shurrery, Mr. Smith, from Thurso, had nine dozen. 
Lochs-na-Sealg, Acran, and Baligil have also afforded capital sport. 

Pass OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—The weather during the past 
week has been excessive, and most unsuitable for angling, therefore the take of 
trout has been much less than usual. The besb basket got was by Messrs. Rennie 
and Carmichael on Wednesday, on Loch Schreing—eight dozen fine trout, many of 
them half-pounders, The parties out were—Mr. and Miss Robson, Pontefract ; Messrs, 
I, H. Barker, Chester ; Murison, Scott, and Carmichael, Dundee; James Duffus, 
Caleutta, and D, R, Rennie, Edinburgh, Total catch of trout for week, 693.—JOHN 
McFADYEN. 

Spry.—The Spey, as well as all the other north rivers, is getting too low for suo- 
cessful angling. This river is extremely low. Salmon very scarce. Angling for 
trout is practised on the Spey all night with wonderful success. The tributaries are 
yielding good sport considering their smallness, A considerable downpour of rain 
is most essential ere anything like good sport can be had on the Spey, or any of the 
northern streams,— ANGLER, , 

SUTHERLAND (Overscaig Hotel).—The following is a list of takes caught by 
parties out from the Overscaig Hotel :—Loch Shin, June 16th, Mr. Charles had 
twenty-seven trout, 13lb. 17th, Mr. Faber, ten trout, 51b. ; Messrs. Sample, twenty- 
four trout, 941b. 18th, Mr. and Master Ormond, fifteen trout, 5lb.; Mr. Nesham, 
twenty-five trout, 101b.; Mr, Faber, eighteen trout, 6b. ; Mr. Darwin, thirty trout, 
12lb, 20th, Mr. Charles, twenty-four trout, 11lb,; Messrs. Sample, forty trout, 
18lb.; Messrs. Eckresley and Ainsworth, eighteen trout, 101b.; Mr. and Master 
Ormond, forty trout, 1341b. 21st, Mr. Faber, twenty-two trout, 6lb.; Mr. and 
Master Ormond, twenty-two trout 6lb. 22nd, Mr. Charles, fifteen trout, 5lb.; 
Messrs. Alston, eight trout, 3lb,; Mr. Nesham, eight trout, 3lb.; Mr. Darwin, six 
trout, 21b. 23rd, Master Ormond, twenty-three trout, 71b. 24th, Mr. and Master 
Ormond, twelve trout 41b., one ferox, 5lb. ; Mr. Faber, thirteen trout, 8lb. ; Messrs. 
Sample, thirteen trout, 6lb. 25th, Messrs. Brown and Brendreth, twenty-one trout, 
83lb.; Mr. Nesham, eleven trout, 5lb. 26th, very stormy, no boats out. Gorm 
Loch, June 18th, Messrs, Eckresley and Ainsworth, forty trout, 18lb. 22nd, Mr. and 
Master Ormond, sixty-two trout, 16lb. 23rd, Messrs, Sample, forty-seven trout, 15lb. 
25th, Mr. Faber, seventy trout, 151b. 

SUTHERLAND, N.B. (Altnacealgach Hotel).—The weather still continues very un- 
favourable for successful angling, a total absence of wind, with a very hot sun, and 
the extreme low level of the lochs has put angling very far back. Despite the 
unfavourable weather, several good takes have been obtained, The following are 
the particulars of last week’s sport :—June 20th, Capt. Winter, Loch Urigall, 108 
trout, 201b. ; Mr, Thomas Faed, R.A., London, and Mr. William Faed, Australia, Loch 
Cama, 141 trout, 28lb.; Messrs. Watts and Bell, North Wales, Loch Veyatie, 27 
trout, 531b., and 12 tront, 41b. June 2Ist., Capt. Winter, Loch Awe, 32 trout, 16lb. ; 
Mr. Thomas Faed and Mr, William Faed, Loch Boarlan, 92 trout, 18lb.; Mr. Watts, 
Loch Urigall, 92 trout, 161b.; Mr. Bell, Loch Urigall, 52 trout, 101b.; Mr. Allport, 
London, Loch Cama, 75 trout, 191lb. June 22nd, Capt. Winter, Loch Cama, 88 
trout, 161b.; Mr, William Faed, Loch Cama, 63 trout, 13lb.; Mr, Allport, Loch 
Urigall, 61 trout, 14lb. June 23rd. Capt. Winter, Loch Cama, 46 trout, 14lb, June 
24th, Capt. Winter, Loch Boarlan, half-day’s fishing, 34 trout, 8lb.; Messrs. Allport 
and Coles, Loch Urigall, 45 trout, 16lb. “June 25th, Capt. Winter, Loch Urigall, 
94 trout, 191b.; Messrs, Allport and Coles, Loch Cama, 54 trout, 13lb.; Mr. Elliot, 
Loch Ailsh, 76 trout, 2531b.—JoHn McDONALD. 

YTHAN TIDAL, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udney Arms Hotel Fishery).— 
Sea-trout commenced to run freely into this portion of the river; early autumn 
fishing is therefore secured. The average basket for the past. week, 6lb. to 154lb. 
Amongst others who fished from the hotel were F. L. Dennys, Esq., Morghead Hall, 
Tenterden, Kent, Haddock P. Dennys, Esq., and F, J. Dennys, Esq.—Y THAN. 


SS ES 
IRISH NOTES. 


LAKES OF KILLARNEY.—The weather has been so fine at Killarney for the last 
six weeks that it isalmost impossible to get any fishing. However, we had a few 
days with west wind, and Messrs, J. B. Walmsley and R. A. Walmsley, Liverpool, 
got 185 trout for five days. The taking flies were May Fly and Green Drake 3 both 
Green and Orange Grouse were also good. There seems to be no change in the 
weather at present, so the fishing on the lakes is not worth much until a change 
comes.—J, M‘Carry. 

Tar ERNE AND LouGH MuLvin.—The weather during the past week was very 
unfavourable for angling—elaring bright and hot, with east wind, and for five days 
we did not have a single speck of cloud in the sky, consequently fish were very shy, 
for, although a large number were risen and scratched, comparatively few were 
brought to bank. The following are the particulars :—Mr. J. May, Somerville, on 
Tuesday, one grilse, 41b. ; on Wednesday, one salmon, 161b., and two grilse, 7lb: and 
5lb. ; on Thursday, one grilse, 7lb.: on Friday, one salmon, 17lb. Mr. E. P. Bates, 
on Monday, one grilse, 6lb.; on Wednesday, three grilse, 7lb., 6lb., and 43lb.; on 
Thursday, one grilse, 71b. Mr. John Stone, on Monday, one grilse, 51b. ; on Tuesday, 
one salmon, 25lb,; on Wednesday, one grilse, 41b.; on Friday, one grilse, 5lb. ; on 
Saturday, two grilse, 51b. and 41b. ; Mr. D. EB, Glynn, on Monday, one salmon, 161b. ; 
on Tuesday, one grilse, 51b, ; on Friday, one grilse, 7lb.; on Saturday, one salmon, 
82lb. ; Mr. W. S. Higgin, on Monday, one salmon, 16lb. and a grilse of 3lb. ; on Tues- 
day, one grilse, 41b, ; on Friday, one salmon, 131b, ; on Saturday, one grilse, Tel. 5 
Mr. P. Cooper, on Thursday, one grilse, 51b. At time of writing, the weather is 
much cooler, and the bright sun has giyen place to dark rain-clouds, with a nice 
breeze from the south-west, and first-class sport is being had this week, Very little 
is being done on Lough Melvin, and will be s0 until we have a lot of rain to freshen 
up the water.—M, Rogan, JUN., Ballyshannon, Co, Donegal. : 


Wynne, '13 trout ; Mr. 
24th, Mr. Copland, 14 trout ; 25th, 
14 trout, 10}1b., Mr, Wynne ; 24th, 
, on Loch Beannoch, 16 trout, Mr. 
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THE NEW “ACME” LINES 


wasiittoxe ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


aan Gash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities, 











SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST 
Without above Mark 4 
no Lines or Rods are Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


Genuine. ( ae 
i i le lengths, I put the 

ss i i i i tre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving samp ? 
ends Ks fea imintey cope pepe ap at BO) so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), a another ed ha 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” ; 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the IMPROVED ‘ACME’ Line last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, You HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 


LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 240. and 3d. per yard. Z 


; 3 it ‘ aa 
: ¥ - IT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price in the market. Price 1s, 3d, and 1s, 6d, per score yards, 
PA gr ee ee nd EMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied “ ae) 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is Oe b. pp 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double ae ele t nee 3 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“ T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook,” —From the FISHING GAZETTE, 
September, 1886, 


“ My son has had first-rate sport with them,”—W. H. ALpAm, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 














position of Hooks as Outline when viewed i 
seen one Wing from beneath, when on Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s, per dozen. Eyed Sea Trout sizes 4s, 
oints. water. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


i > i d er 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
The Trade Supplied Catalogues (Retail), pig sgn ees (co tha Cradsionty), eaten 


Mr. Salmon Backhouses New Trout Fly-Book.; ANGLERS, OBSERVE!! 


INTERCHANGEABLE FRAMED FELT LEAVES, (‘a3 x9 
“The alvantages claimed for this book we muat candidly say it possesses,” —FISHING GAZULTT B. Ye Pluckie Perch hs wiry 
“A long way the best thing of its kind in the market.”—Mr. T. E. Pritt, Author ot “ North | Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods | ackle. 

Country Trout Flies.” &c. ‘ BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, Is. 3d. each, Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
I have much pleasure in informing my customers that | from 9s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 

have succeeded in securing the Sole Agency for this MOST | ) vices, SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each. BOTTOM and 

PERFECT Fly-Book, the merits of which were fully tested by | §p[NNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 

constant use during last season. 6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and 
1. It will carry the most delicate flies and made-up casts | tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from 1s ; with adjustable check, 

for an indefinite time without crushing them. 2. Itisequally | 53,, qitto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINES, 8 yards, 3d. each; best,4$d. HOOKS, 


suitable for flies tied on eyed-hooks, or on ordinary hooks with | pest, on gut, from 6d. dozen, FLIES, best Trout. 1s. per dozen ; to pattern, 1s. 3d. dozen. 
gut attached. 3. It will hold the flies and made-up casts SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 


securely when opened in a high wind. 4. It is lighter and . . 

ore parwaisie tan ordinary fiy-books, and it will not sink or Henry Richardson, Vas Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
suffer material injury if dropped into the water. 5. It facili- See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Ang. 2 and Oct. 18, 1884. 

tates an orderly arrangement of flies for the different seasons, ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREH. 

















7. It is simple in design and constraction, and calculated to 
last a lifetime. 8. The frames fitting tightly together, moth 
cannot get in. 

‘A narrow elastic band down the centre of each page can be 
utilised for holding made-up casts, With the 7in. Book is 
supplied a cloth-covered box, containing three extra leaves ; 
and with the 6in. Book a box containing two extra leaves. 
Any quantity of extra leaves may be had if required. : 
f)-ize 7 by 5 by 14 (with 3 leaves, and box with 3 extra leaves), price 16s. 6d., with or without addi- 
tioval parebment pockets, &c. Ditto 6 by 4 by 14 (with 2 leaves, and box with two extra leaves), price 
13s. Ga., “ith or without additional parchment Pockets &c. This small size is specially designed for 
holding Flies on Eyed-Hooks, Any size mad@ to order. 5 f 

SOLE ‘Ao ENT (Wholesale and Retail) for the United Kingdom— 


W. J, CUMMINS, FISHING TACKLE MAKER, BISHOP AUCKLAND, 


Who has appointed for his London Agents, G. LITTLE & CO., 63, Haymarket. 
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CHEVALIER, BOWNESS, and BOWNSS, 


ata glance, and any fly abstracted without the least difficulty. 
“ESTABLISHED - 
1SG YEARS> 








DON. 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLY DRESSERS, EXTRA CHOICE SALMON GUT. 
Very Superior Long Natural Fly Gut, Leonard’s Split-Cane Rods, Francis and 
Ronald’s Printed Fly Books, Floating Flies, Divided Wing, the New Double- 
Tapered Solid Plaited Fly Lines. Split-Cane Rods at 70s., very choice, 

CATALOGUES FREE, 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
| FINEST THA the WORLD PRODUCHS, but they confine their 
SEL 
L 
THR 





















business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Teaimported. 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-erop Teas of 
FINag this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 





prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 


among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 


. . | 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 

Tip varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER THA, Manufacturers of every Description of \ 
W, Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO, 

ORL Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge,E.0, Branch i A K f = 
Prog BD eee ae? ciated, Within, cog ea Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 884, High 
Uces Hotpach, WO, Lenton, 4 oy SP ne eae (BEST QUALITY ONLY), 





GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.C, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 
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NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX. 


Registered No., 44,533. 
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1887 GRATIS. and Net. 


FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 
AND NET. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURES OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. : 








FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light, and has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigua 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on whic h Iam now fishing withit. The Keeper said te-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing with it isa 
positive luxury.”—COTSW OLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN'S “MULTI M in PARVO” FLY RODS. 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“ An excellent. fly-rod.”—IISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. - 


The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post, 

_ _TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDSLEY-PENNELL, ¥sq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 

in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 

using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make avy use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 
glad that you should do so. Iam sure'the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


NES. 


See QO 
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Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cabl EW LINE LE i 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout aie SER operas grat Rat haber 


Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. : 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout Me betas Nina age Castleconnel, writes :—“ Your 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that thi © I = = pes are” beamtifally ” made, ‘and 
it is impossible for the wire to work through, We | 2° ge! hate ae samy ae ee with them. I can 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 ead ri EO wae of wall. ie eh en 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the ot Pics Ta. autatord eee sk a 
oo and trial of many noted anglers, in- Pc ag Ghayithols Paper baimoa Li elas F 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- a & a. AM h none h dees bo els Os 
jJand, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- are, ite f et ae ne ard work, it still 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English Gite : 1 Prior, Py don "Indi perl t 
ie ace armies, who, after a season’s trial on hi ghiy pleabad. with, sate ae Maka 8 a a ee 
Sikad en Taerigg aay and Indian waters, de- Pateeh can does not affect them 4 find the fe 
bavi ms os the: Thrible Cable: Taper,'SS)| 211 imown all over the-Puni 1b, and : 
aving greater casting power, and more durable. speaks well of them.” ida Coho 
Colonel H. Graham writes :—“‘Any practical | Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—‘ The 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper | Manchester Lines have three special merits—they 
Lenionrg Aaah ethbed me a Dyes one, as they | are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
n the cast—lack weight— | ing the effect of wate 
therefore do not cut through the wind om place lines.” Raped wince Cre | 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
made ee line. For switching and casting they | to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
ar e perfect, and you may safely guarantee them | with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
or four years’ hard work. SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 





40 6 Putney, 
45 + Hammersmith, 
50 if Barnes, 

Add 55 of Kew. 
75 Rs Richmond, 
80 : Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3,25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, July 2 ose ies Peg ee eee 11.4} 
Sunday, ry 3 ase toe 12.0 vee ace 12.12 
Monday, hi 4 ime 71540 70 1s 1.6 

Tuesday, +) 5 eee eee 1.31 sae AAC 1.56 
Wednesday, “J 6 Bs a0 2.19 nae ae 2.40 
Thursday, - 7 ee ese 3.2 zen 16 3.23 
Friday, r 8 Ree an 3,42 nae tee 4,4 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. ; 

The river requires some rain to freshen it up, as it is both low and bright, and 
there will not be any great amount of sport until there has been a change in the 
weather ; but it will be seen from the results that barbel, bream, and chub are being 
taken in satisfactory quantities. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RIcHMOND.—Job Brain, during the week, has taken 201b. weight of dace and a 
couple of barbel ; Job Brain, jun., in one day, six dozen of dace ; Henry Howard, in 
two days, ten dozen and one barbel; F. Brown, in four days, 20lb. of roach and 
dace. 

TWICKENHAM,.—J, Dobbin, in one and a half days, three and a half dozen of dace ; 
Pert Hammerton, in three days, six dozen; Samuel Cole, in three days, four dozen 
and one jack ; Edward Finch, in two half-days, five dozen and a couple of bream ; 
H. Spiers, in two days, five dozen ; Richard Moffatt, in one day, two and a half dozen ; 
R. Coxeu, in one day, three and a half dozen ; James Coxen, in two hours, two and a 
half dozen ; George Coxen, in four days, ten dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—B. Stevens, in one day, twelve chub; Walter McBrido, in one day, 
five chub ; C. Baldwin, in the same time, asimilar result. The water in the tideway 
is low and bright; rain is badly wanted. There is an abundance of fish of all 
sorts. 

KINGston.—John Johnson, sen., says: “There has been but little punt-fishing 
here. John Johnson, jun., has had a few fine dace, one chub, and a few perch and 
eels. I have not been out. I heard of a trout taken at the sewers 13lb. There have 
been a good many fish taken from the banks—some good roach and dace, a stray 
barbel or two, and a jack of 3lb. There are plenty of fish, but they will not feed. 
J. Wilkes has got a few good dace and some eels. The barbel and bream are 
rolling all over the place; you can see five or more barbel all jump at one 
time, and over the lines, I think they are backward this season through the cold 
spring.” 

vier CourT.—William Milbourne writes :—‘“ The fishing is still very bad 
here. All that we can catch is some fine dace and gudgeon, some of the latter being 
remarkably large—up to 7in. in length. The water is in very bad condition owing 
to so much dry weather. There have been several large roach and chub floating 
down the river half dead ; it must be something in the water, for when we catch 
fish of any size it is covered with insects. The weirs are all shut in tight, and com- 
pletely stop the stream, so that the Thames is more like a lake. Harry Tagg had a 
boat sunk opposite the Water Gallery, and when they went to get the water out 
they found a large trout which weighed 7!b. 100z, The fish must have jumped in 
the boat during the night” 

HamprtTon.—James Langshaw has taken a jack of 2}1b. 

SunBuRY.—Mr. Streatfield, with Herbert, in one day, two dozen of roach and 
dace, H. Clarke, in one day, five dozen of roach and dace, some of the roach weigh- 
ing 4lb. each, 

WALTON.—Mr, J. P. Wheeldon, with A. Janey, in one day, two chub, one eel, 
one barbel, and two chub. A gentleman with John Hone, in one day, six dozen of 
roach, four bream, and one brace of jack. Mr, Bryning, in one day, six dozen of 
roach, six bream, and two chub. 

HALLIFORD.—Mr, Wainwright, with J. Marshall, in one day, four dozen of 
gudgeon and three brace of perch; another day, three dozen of roach and dace ; 
and another day, in two hours, four dozen of roach and dace. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, in one day, four dozen of gudgeon add two brace of 
perch, the latter being returned. H. Purdue, in one day, two dozen of roach anda 
small jack. George Rosewell has made the following addition to his takes of 
trout :—Mr. G, Palmer, one of 7b. and another of 3lb.: and Mr. Benjamin one of 
6lb. 40z, He has had one day’s all-round fishing with Mr. Pearce, and taken three 
jack, nine perch, and one dozen of roach and dace. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr has been out three days with a gentleman, who 
caught three barbel and one chub ; another day, six dozen of roach; and another 
day, in two hours, two barbel and one chub; and afterwards, with Mr, Elliott, 
M.P., a trout of 3lb. and one barbel. 

LALEHAM.—George Harris, in four days, twenty-six barbel, two brace of perch, 
andsix chub, Alfred Harris, in three days, seven barbel and eight chub; and 
another day, nine barbel, three chub, and one trout. 

STAINES.—George Osman, in four days, ten dozen of roach and dace and a few 
barbel. Charles Hone, one day,.with Mr, Benjamin, eight dozen of dace and three 
barbel ; and another day, two dozen of roach and dace, two bream, and a couple of 
barbel. John Keene, jun., in six days, forty dozen of roach and dace, eleven barbel, 
four chub, and two bream, E. Keene, jun., in four days, twenty dozen of roach and 
dace, two barbel, and four dozen of gudgeon. 

CHERTSEY.—A gentleman fishing from the bank has taken a barbel of 341b. Mr. 
A. Bedford, with J. Poulter, in one day, 35lb. weight of bream and roach and one 
barbel ; and another day, with his son, 8lb. of roach and bream. 


UPPER THAMES. 


Fishing in the upper portions of the Thames—that is, between Staines and Oxford 
—has been quite out of the question during the past week, except, perhaps, here and 
there in quiet nooks and corners in back waters; but even these derniers ressorts 
have been invaded by camping-out house and pleasure-boats, and early and late 
bathers to such an extent that the disciples of Isaac have fled to “fresh fields” and 
rivers new that are not suffering from “Henley Royal Regatta” on the brain, I 
have only heard of two captures of any consequence within the last few days—viz., 
Mr, King a very well-conditioned fish (trout) of 6lb., taken from the Marsh Lock 
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district, and some 941b. of perch by a Henley piscator from Magpie Island waters. scaling over 2lb., whilst the rest were rather near to or over lb, weight. These 


Thursday evening.—The river is in very fair all-round angling trim, with plenty of 
water and stream ; but anglers would be well-advised to give the Thames a short 
rest until the confusion and stir of the Henley Regatta has subsided.—MARLOW 
Buzz. 

Thames (Goring). 


Have been out six days since last report. One day, six jack and a dozen of perch ; 
next best day, six dozen of gudgeon and a few perch. Thursday : water low and 


clear.—JOHN RusH, 
Thames (Datchet). 

There has not been much fishing here since the season opened. The weather has 
been bright, and not much in favour of fishing. I have had the pleasure of land- 
ing several trout since I wrote last. Mr. Calvert has been very busy at the perch, 
chub, and trout ; landed five trout quite recently, the two best on the 28th and 29th, 
one 4lb. the other 51b. I was with a patron on the 27th ; we caught fourteen chub, 
one barbel, and had the misfortune to lose a very heavy one. They were all returned 
to fight another day. My best day at the barbel has been seven fish. The water in 
very good order, considering the dry weather.—G, LUMSDEN. 

Thames (Windsor). 

Owing to the drought the river is beginning to assume an unhealthy, stagnated 
appearance ; as a consequence, fish get sickly, and do not feed with avidity, though 
chub come fairly well under the circumstances, and already some good specimens 
have been drawn from under the boughs with Bees, Alders, and other flies, the best 
catch being twenty fishin two mornings by Mr. Dew, of Eton, largest 3lb. Itis 
very pleasing to hear of large quantities of barbel, and a rare sight of them have 
just lately been lying on the shallows below Boveney Weir. The lock-keeper, who 
has been there many years, tells me he never saw so many before; they were so 
thick that not a stone could be seen between them—to use his own words, they pre- 
sented a living mass of fish. Around Windsor Bridge and reaches above, quantities 
have been seen “ priming ”’ in the early mornings, which I fancy would take greaves 
—a bait I have done well with in hot weather. Several jack have been caught, best 
brace 8lb., by Mr. James Herbert, of Windsor, Other items of sport since my last 
are :—G. Hockley, Esq., out with R. Gray, five chub, 8lb., one trout, in good condi- 
tion, 5lb.; —. Calvert, Esq., of Datchet, two trout, 4lb. and 231b.; Mr. Lines, of 
London, out with Lumsden, of Datchet, one trout, 5lb. Frequenters of that old 
angling hostelry, Monkey Island, near Maidenhead, will be grieved to hear of Mr. 
Plummer’s sad loss, by drowning, of his younger son, a promising boy of about ten 
years of age.—B, R, BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Roach has bitten well during the past week, and some good catches were had on 
Monday last near Brigg. Paste is the chief bait. Mr. W. 8. Barker took six brace 
of trout, weighing 5lb., on a local bank on Saturday last ; but Iam sorry to say a 
new style of poaching is cropping up. A noted eel-spearer gets permission to seek 
for eels and goes down the water-courses and stabs the trout. As the waters are 
now so low, the fish get in the few deep holes there are during the day, and are 
made easy victims, Trout were hawked at Caistor last week, secured in this way. 
Riparian owners are cautioned against this man.—THOMAS FORD, 

Brue. 

This river is in perfect condition for angling, and some remarkable takes of roach 
and dace have been witnessed this week. J. Fouracre has had several roach turning 
the scale at 1lb, each. One evening he had seven roach, weighing 8lb. They are in 
fine condition, and seem to have got well over the spawning. There is a gentleman 
in the town who is very antagonistic to the river being preserved, and he made up 
his mind to clear a certain portion of unpreserved water. He got the largest net he 
could find—a deep-sea trawling net—and with much ostentation and display pro- 
ceeded to business. “The deed was done.” The net hauled up, and the contents 
examined with much interest—by a marine store dealer standing by, as the haul 
consisted of a splendid assortment of tin and crockery ware, stones, &c,—but no fish. 
—W. Brown, Water-bailiff, 

Chichester. 


Despite the long-continued drought, our canal remains in excellent order with 
scarcely a perceptible difference in depth; in fact, were it not for lowering the 
water at the loch occasionally the banks would be flooded. Roach and bream are 
feeding at early morning and in the evening, but are not yet in condition. Some 
fine eels have been taken, but with a suspicion of night! nes, Bass are now more 
plentiful in the harbour and on the coast; but heavy fish are few—at least, are 
seldom taken, the largest I hear of 44]b. The tout streams in many districts are 
bright and very low. A few trout have been taken at break of day and in the even- 
ing, but are scarcely worth atrial until Jupiter Pluvius condescends to shower 
down the much-wanted rain. In some districts of Hampshire and Sussex water is 
fetching from one halfpenny to a penny the bucket. When at Southampton this 
week I heard of a fine salmon of 401b. taken by a net near Romsey. The weather 
this day (Thursday) with a promise of rain. It will be welcome.—GzroRGE F, 


SALTER. 
Creek (Southery). 


To get to this place, take train to Littleport station on G.E.R.; then three miles 
to walk. The big bream will be on this weather, continue (expected) every day. 
Perch and all coarse fish are on and in good condition. Permission to be had Ship 


Hotel.—J. O. GEORGE, 
Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


The fishing this last week has been almost entirely neglected. We suppose in 
consequence of the Jubilee festivities. It is a clear let off for the fish, as they have 
taken the worm splendidly, and those anglers who have been out have had some 
heavy creels. Mr, Gibson had, on the Weldon Bridge water, twice, over three 
dozen, and mostly 3b. to 3lb. fish. Mr. Stobbie had a basket of twelve, averaging 
llb. each. The water is very clear and low, but in grand order for expert anglers, 
Any quantity of splendid trout are to be seen in the shades. Coquet side is very 
beautiful just now, as everything is looking its best -HARDY BROTHERS, 


Derwent (Ambergate). 


The river is at present running lower than it has been for many years ; the long- 
continued drought is becoming a serious matter, not only in a piscatorial point of 
view, but in an agricultural ; if it continues many more days it will prove ruinous 
to the corn crops on the light soil. The bed of the river is very dirty, and weeds 
have accumulated to a great extent, and caused the water to be of a greenish tint. 
A few of the best local anglers have secured fair baskets of trout between 8.30 and 
10 o'clock p.m. on the Whatstandwell water with the Turkey Brown Dun ; but it is 
with great difficulty the fly is cast to them unobserved; they are very shy, and one 
miss-cast proves fatal to success with each fish. The tropical weather has caused 
chub, roach, dace, and barbel to bask on the surface, and a few of the former have 
been taken with the Red Palmer Caterpillar and Tiger Moth, the best take being 
ten fish, weighing 223lb., caught by Master Ted Glossop. Many roach have been 
taken in the Canal by dibbing with the house fly; alsoa few tench, bream, and 
small pike with the worm and small gudgeon. Fishing under the present circum- 
stances (except late in the evening) is simply waste of time, and until we have the 
necessary flood nothing of importance will be done. Best killing flies at present are 
Turkey Brown, little dark spinner, Alder Fly, and Orange Dun. Wind north-east, 
and no signs of a change.—AMBER DUN. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

The Dove and the smaller streams of this district are now very fine and low, 
indeed, as a matter of fact, there is scarce enough water to keep the fish the right 
side uppermost on the scours and gravelly shallows. It is a matter of no difficulty 
for a long-legged individual to ‘span ” the whole volume of running water in the 
Dove above the “ Walton.” In these circumstances but little has been done. A dish 
of five heavy trout were bagged the other day above Sturslow Mill, we hear, one fish. 


were taken by Mr. F, Wilson, with the Oak Fly.—FostER Bros., Ashbourne. 
Fritton Decoy. 


A London fisherman reports capital sport enjoyed during Jubilee week, his “takes” 
being chiefly bream, perch, and eels, The gardens attached to the Old Hall, and 
lying between it and the lake, are being laid out by the new proprietor somewhat 
after the fashion of Broxbourne, and boats are provided in large numbers for the 
use of anglers and pleasure-seekers, The house has lately beén enlarged, and the 
new proprietor, Mr. Hallam, provides accommodation for boarders by the day or 
week, on term? which are moderate, affording the use of boats to boarders without 
extra charge. Just now, the surrounding woods, the music of birds, and the pleni- 
tude of all kinds of fish render the lake a veritable anglers’ paradise. The Old Hall 
is little more than a mile from St. Olave’s Station, on the Great Eastern Railway, 
about six miles from Yarmouth, and a waggonette meets all trains to convey 
visitors. - 

: Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—There has been splendid sport whiffing for salmon bass, as many as 
thirty and forty, weighing from 5 to 141b, each, having been taken in a day by some 
of the boats, hooked mostly by visitors, Have had splendid catches on the marks in 
small fishing boats of whiting pout, tamlin, and pollack. Off the rocks, on the pier 
and jetties amateurs with rod and line have had good sport. Mr. Gratte,on Monday, 
hooked a good basket of tamlin and pollack ; many others (strangers to us, yet 
apparently at home) have had splendid sport, and, discarding the fishing basket, 
delight in showing the fish they hooked by taking them over the pier and jetties on 
long strings carried by two non-professional fishermen. Weather to-day clear and 
fine ; light wind W.N.W.—E. ComeEr. 

Lea (Tottenham). 

Since my last report, some fair takes of fish have been made. In the upper waters 
(late Ford’s) Mr. Breeden took, on Saturday evening, seven eels, and a tench weigh- 
ing 2}lb, On the following day, one angler got 41b. of roach, and a tench of 2Ib. 
On Monday last, Mr. Simpkin captured 81b. of roach. The Copper Mill-stream is 
now in capital trim, and anglers have been doing fairly well, the more expert hands 
getting from one to two dozen roach in an evening’s fishing, That very excellent 
all-round angler, Mr. J. Woodward,itook this evening (Thursday) sniggling in front 
of the house, an eel weighing nearly 33lb. Messrs. Bennett, Chasney, and others 
have been fairly successful with fly (whipping).—HAcKLES RED, 


. . Lea (Ware). 

Rain is required at once to make angling at all successful ; but I have seen some 
good takes since the 16th, one being 14lb. of roach, not one less than 4]b., one 
measuring 143in. Mr, West, of the Corinthians, had a very handsome show of 
roach and perch, and a splendid dace on Tuesday last, the bait being caddis. If 
angiers can but manage to fish with duck weed, it would do grand, for the fish 
appear to feed on nothing else ; for, on pressing the vent, that is what appears. The 
water at the present time (Thursday night) is like gin, but threatening for rain.— 
HARRY PAGE. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The present droughty weather is completely spoiling coarse fishing, as the Der- 
went is running exceedingly low and fine. Very few anglers haye been out, as the 
prospect of sport is remote, In the lower reaches a few good-sized salmon have 


been taken, whilsta few nice bags of trout and grayling have been made with the - 


fly. Complaints are made of the number of night-lines fixed in these reaches ; 
probably this system of poaching will not be stamped out until some of the offenders 
are brought to justice. No sport of any kind whatever has been met with at Derby, 
and no wonder, as now that the river is ranning so low anglers can see the quantity 
of sewage which runs into the river from the borough sewers. At Darley a few 
trout were taken on Tuesday, and I hear of a few good takes at Duffield from the 
Ecclesburn and Derwent. At Belper sport has been nil.—G. R. B. 
Lake District. 

The effects of the long-continued drought are daily becoming more apparent in 
the district, and many of the rivers are lower than they have been for years. Owing 
to the intense heat and brilliance of the sun, there has been very little angling this 
week, and that only in the evening after sunset. There are a fair number of flies 
and gnats on the water, but an almost entire absence of bottom feed, and the fish are 
assuming a lanky appearance in some streams, At Low Levens, near the estuary of 
the Kent, Mr, Cottam had five grilse with the net, of from 5lb. to 7lb. each. On 
Wednesday, I accompanied one of the watchers on a tour of inspection up the Mint, 
one of the least polluted streams in the district, I was pleased to find the river 
actually swarming with fish, shoals of a score or two of trout being not uncommon 
in the pools and longer reaches. The fish were not of large size as arule, but entirely 
free from disease. 1 cannot speak so favourably of other rivers, and matters will not 
improve until after a change in the weather, of which there is to-day (Thursday) no 
prospect. The best takes with the rod of which I have heard are the following, all 
in the Kent, where the fish are in fair condition, considering the state of the river: 
Messrs. Head, from four to seven fish on each occasion ; Garnett, five to ten ; Mann, 
seven to eight; R. Park, twelve to sixteen ; Whitehead, five, seven, eight, and nine: 
and H, Beadle, eight to ten. The takes of char on Windermere still continue to be 
remarkably good, both as to number and the size of thé fish; and if this is kept up 
the season will prove the best on record.—_ HPHEMBR A, 

Leicester, 

There has been no change atmospherically since my last notes appeared. At times 
the sky has becomes overcast, and there has been indications of rain, but the much- 
needed downpour has held off. The heat at times has been excessive, and the weather 
generally has been anything but in favour of anglers. The small brooks about this 
county are very low, and in many places there are stagnant waters where there has 
hitherto been arunning stream, With the roach not yet in condition, anglers in 
large numbers have deyoted themselves most assiduously to pike, perch, and dace. 
The best fishing near Leicester has been obtained from the river Soar 
andcanal; anglers being able to obtain a nice stream in the Soar, and here the 
principal fish have been caught. Monday wasa favourable day for pike-fishing, and 
some capital lots were shown, the greater part of the fish weighing between 4 and 
8lb., the largest being taken from the Soar live-bait fishing. The canal from Leicester 
to Aylestone has afforded good sport with pike and perch, several members of the 
L.A.S,, who were angling solely for the latter kind, having some excellent baskets. 
Dace and whitling have caused plenty of sport. Several anglers have been trying 
the Aylestone brook for chub, but these wary denizens of our waters could not be 
induced to rise at the fly. Late on Thursday night the weather was still very 
sultry, without any visible prospect of rain——ALERT, 


Medway (Tonbridge): 

The weather is delightfully fine, and the water asclear as gin. We have had no 
rain for a month, and a run is wanted before the roach and bream will bite well ; 
but a few baskets of roach have been taken. Chub have been rising well at the fly 
and a few have been taken with minnow, and these not thesmallest. Pike are biting 
well, and the prospects for the next few days are good, but after rain they will be 
better—YE Mmpway WATER RAT. 

Ouse (Brandon), 

T have been to Brandon this week and found several Cambridge anglers fishing ; 
all had.fair sport. The perch and chub are in the best condition; the weather is 
now glorious. I find the roach, which I examined, are getting in good condition 
fast. Iam quite certain that everything is being done by the landlord of the Ram 
Hotel both on the river and in his house for the comfort of the anglers.—J. O. 


GEORGE. § 


‘ 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 
Several local anglers have been out during the week and returned with good 
success with roach and bream, the water being in geod condition, and fish feeding 
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fairly. The best take of roach avhich has been made was on the 23rd ult. Mr, 
Squires, a local man, was fishing in the evening without a fish till 8.30, and from 
then till’ 9.45 caught twenty-seven roach, averaging 1jlb. each, I never have 
known such a catch before, so it is a proof that there are some good roach to be had 
from the Ouse. Prospects very good.—H, Rovur. 

# Reservoir (Elstree). 

Tam glad to say that the season has opened very favourably, as we have had some 
good takes of fish this last fortnight. A friend, fishing with Dr. Keubell caught a 
tench 44lb, Some good fish were taken, consisting of roach, perch, tench, and pike, 
At present, pike are not over 7lb., tench ranging from 4}lb., roach 14lb., perch 131b. 
Largest tench caught with gentles, largest perch with brandlings, roach with paste, 
small worms, and gentles, and jack with live bait, spinning, and now is the time to 
come to Elstree for fishing, where there is plenty of fish and good accommodation 
for anglers, and tickets for fishing to be obtained at the Fishery Inn, I hope to 
have more of the tench to report next week, although very good at present.—G. C. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This being the week set apart for the Salopians to celebrate Her Majesty’s Jubilee, 
everything wears quite a holiday appearance, and the majority of anglers have gone 
into the spree right loyally. The river is exceedingly low and clear, and the sun 
very hot, so fishing in the middle of the day is of little or no use ; in the cool of the 
evening, however, there are fish to be taken. Bobbing with the house-fly is a suc- 
cessful mode, andif you keep well out of sight goodly numbers of dace and chub 
are to be taken in this way ; trout, of course, are very shy in this low, clear water ; 
although a friend of mine had two splendid days last week in some private water 
in Montgomeryshire, on the Wednesday he took ten brace of trout, and on the 

_ Friday ten brace and a half; the largest weighed 1{lb, I am glad to inform the 
anglers who are interested in the preservation of fishing round our old town that those 
riparian owners, opposite whose lands the brothers Davies netted the other day, have 


decided to prosecute. This is satisfactory, especially to the members of the Shrews- | 


bury (Severn) Angling Society, who have during the past six years done so much 
towards preserving and stocking the river, without gaining any advantage more 
_ than an ordinary license-holder. 30,000 young trout have been turned out in the 
last four years, and this year the result has shown most strikingly, trout of 6lb., 
41b., 341b., and 21b. being taken frequently. And it must be most disheartening for 
those who have brought about the great change to hear of these two netters taking 
thirty-four in this wholesale fashion, some of which weighed 3jlb. A few hours’ 
rain will greatly improve fishing.—SEVERN SALMON, 
, Trent (Alrewas). 

Since the opening day a fair number of members have visited this water, and very 
good baskets of roach and dace and a few fine grayling taken. Some fine eels and 
the first barbel taken Saturday, 25th, 531b., legering, the latter in very fine condi- 
tion and showed much sport. Rain is sadly wanted, the river being very fine and 
low, and although a large quantity of weed has been cut, a still larger quantity 
remains, It would be a good thing if the large jack above the mill could be cap- 
tured.— ANON, 

Trent (Lincolnshire). 

The heavy agers of the first few days since the last report have militated much 
against fishing. Anglers have been out in goodly numbers, but their patience has 
been but poorly rewarded. ‘he “ bootstring” eel has tended to keep matters afloat 
in the absence of their larger brethren. A visit to the new warp drain at Hoxey, 
now rented by the Doncaster Angling Club, was not productive of much save heart- 
burnings and watering at the mouth. It was a cheering sight, at least, to see lordly 
bream sunning themselves on the top of the water; but they declined to 
part company, despite the artful dodging of a noted angler. A number 
of bream have been recently netted cut of the Trent some short way 
above Gainsboro’. The fish were in a wretched condition. I do not know from 
whose water they were taken, nor if it be part of the water rented by the Sheffield 
Angling Association. Of course, if this be allowed to go, this well-nigh depleted 
river will soon sing the last anglers’ requiem. Some of these fish were offered for 
sale on the stall of a local fish-dealer in our market-place. Our fasting celebrities 
would haye turned up their noses at them after a thirty days’ starvation, The last 
two days some good captures of eels by rodsters have cheered anglers’ hearts, Ono 
eel on Wednesday scaled 231b. Scale fish are at last beginning to make their appear- 
ance fromthe higher waters. A barbel and several roach and bream have been 
taken. The barbel took a piece of fat bacon asa bait. This, as well as raw meat 
and ham (uncooked), are considered good baits for barbel, Wels take them with 
gusto. Weexpect a good barbel season if the dry weather continues, 


Trent (Nottingham). 

Anglers have mustered in considerable force during the week, and the use of the 
cid-bait has been attended with marked success amongst the barbel at Wilford, 
Boot’s Bank rapids, King’s Mills, and Hazleford Inway. The fish, as yet, ignore the 
presence of the best-scoured worm ; but T. Wood, on the 24th ult., landed a fresh- 
run salmon of 15lb, in the Channel swim associated with the King’s Mill reach; 
and it may be stated with regard to this gentleman that since the season opened in 
February. he has accounted for nineteen fish averaging close on 20lb. apiece. The 
total takes between the weirs and the railway bridge, which opens up the Shardlow 
length, amount to sixty fish ; and compared with other rivers, the whole have run 
much larger in size. Hot weather forces angling both early and late, and a rise 
would improve angling all round.—THE MAN Av THE CLUBS, 

F Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

The long-continued drought is becoming serious, and both anglers and farmers 
are anxiously looking for signs of rain, . The Kendal otter hounds finished last week 
with a couple of exciting runs, each resulting ina kill; one of the otters was found 
at Ilkley and the other at Boltonon Wharfe, I have not heard of anything worthy 
of note being accomplished during the present week, except that one or two golden 
tench have been caught in one of the reservoirs; one of them weighed 141b.— 
FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, 

Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

_ These rivers are now so very low and clear that it is almost useless trying fly- 
fishing in the daytime. There are any amount of both trout and grayling rising in 
the evening to the Grey Quill and Black Gnat, but they will not take the artificial 
fly ; consequently very little sport has been had, On the Wye, there has been quite 
a dearth of anglers, as it is lew for successful fishing, On the Darley length of the 

. Derwent there have been a few brace of trout killed by dibbing, On the upper 

__ length of the Matlock Bridge water Mr. Blackshaw got six brace with the Apple 
Green and Yellow Dun, and on the lower length of the same water Mr, Pearson got 

2: brace of trout by dibbing on Saturday.—DOoTTEREL. 


Wye (Buxton, Derbyshire). 

Nothing very much can be done with the trout owing to the lowness and clear- 
ness of the river, It isa month on Saturday since we had any rain. An occasional 
small basket has been made at night. Mr. McLachlan had a heavy basket on 
Wednesday night, The killing flies are the Black Gnat and Yellow Dun.—G. eS 


Yare (Norwich). 

Sport amongst the bream has been fairly good this past week ; the weather is 
everything that holiday-makers can desire, and rain seems out of the question, It 
may: be expected now that the roach will putin a rapid appearance, and the lively 
bob of the float take the place of the tilting, drawing-down bite of the bream, All 
our river-side stations are now fully prepared for the approaching influx of visitors, 
and it will be well for fishermen intending to visit our waters to make arrange- 
ments as early as possible. To those wishing for good roach-fishing, I would advise 
Buckenham Ferry, Coldham Hall, or Flowers’ Boating and Yachting station at 
Brundall ; if bream-fishing be desired, I think Cantley on the Yare, or Acle on the 

' Bure, would yield sport ; should quantity be the main object, then Horning Ferry 
(one of the prettiest places), and Wroxham, not forgetting Coltishall, are best, The 
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club matches are soon to commence, so no doubt our army of Norwich anglers are 
busy preparing the very thin web-like tackle which is so deadly, and therefore; with 
their practising, reports ought to come in freely of how prospects stand. I shall be 
pleased to give any information in my power to those visiting our district, and to 
tell them the excellent work done by the Yare Preservation Society for their benefit 
(annual subscription only 5s.), and the efforts put forth by the Great Hastern, and 
the Eastern and Midland Railways, to make matters easy for them to reach our 
charming waterways in a reasonable time and at a reasonable fare. Prospects : 
tte N,; mid-day, hot; evening and morning, cold; angling, good.—RoBERT 
MOLL. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, E, Pritt, 


[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


DRY AND WET FLY. 

S1r,—In reply to the excellent letter by your correspondent, E. M, Tod, I venture, 
as a Midland fisherman, to take up this subject and give my experience in a 
thoroughly impartial manner, I may the better do thisas I belong neither to the 
North or the South, although I have fished in both parts of the country. 

You will note that the heading of this letter is ‘‘ Dry Fly and Wet Fly,” and not 
Dry versus Wet Fly; for why anglers should follow one method only and not 
the other is difficult to understand, Someof the best remarks on the subject were 
made by you, Mr. Editor, in some numbers back, and I am sorry I cannot find them 
for reference ; but the late Francis Francis has the whole thing in a nutshell in that 
invaluable work of his, “ A Book on Angling.’ He says :— 

“The judicious and perfect application of dry, wet, and mid-water fly-fishing 
stamps the finished fly-fisher with the hail-mark of efficiency. Generally anglers 
pin their faith to the entire practice of either one or the other plan, and argue dry 
versus wet, just as they do up-stream versus down, when all are right at times, and, 
per contra, all wrong at times, It requires the reasoning faculties to be used to 
know their times and their application. Asa rule, rough weather is the more favour- 
able to a sunk or wet fly, while bright and calm weather favours the dry one.” 

This is unquestionably correct ; but there can be no doubt some streams are more 
suitable for one method than the other, A slow, weedy, open stream is usually 
more suitable for a dry fly, and a more rapid stream, lined with trees and bushes, 
more suitable for a wet one ; but let the stream be what it may, there are portions 
of it where at times either method may be pursued with advantage. 

I think the best way of illustrating my views on this subject will be to give a short 
account cf a day’s fishing on one of our Midland streams. 

It is the end of April when my friend and I arrive on the banks of a good average 
trout stream. It is eleven o’clock, and as we come in sight of the water we are 
pleased to find it of nice volume and colour. We anxiously look down the straight 
reach of water below the mill; but alas! it is flat, stale, and unprofitable—nota sign 
of life is to be seen except the proverbial water-rat, which paddles his way under 
the bank-side and disappears with a flop. 

Now, were we like our dry Winchester friends, we should sit on a stile and smoke 
and pray for the coming of the Duns, which will not appear for two good hours ; 
but instead of this, we rig up a cast consisting of two Bumbles, made by Eaton, of 
Starkholmes, tied with nice, soft hackles, and with plenty of furnace. Our styleof fish- 
ing before and after a rise is peculiar, and not unlike salmon-fishing on a very small 
scale. We fish down-stream and sink and slightly work the fly. 

We discard the slow, flat reach below the mill, and the rough, heavy water of the 
mill-race is also useless; but there is a spot just at the tail of the race where the 
water shallows up ina quiet glide by the wall-side, and which might be termed the 
“catch.” My friend knows it well, and how to fish it, too, and as he quietly drops 
his fly down a second time there is a pull under water and a nice fish is landed. He 
is whacked on the head, ard then measured to see if he is the regulation size ; bub 
if the point of his tail has to be arranged a little it is excusable with the first fish, 
for which of us likes an empty basket /—we never know how a day may turn out. 

We pass by the mi!l dam, knowing that its trout are safe from us now ; but at the 
head there isa never-failing “catch,” consisting of a gentle stream, terminating in 
a shallow hole under an old stump atthe bend. It would be difficult to say how 
many fat trout have been done to death at this fatal spot, and on this occasion it 
keeps its reputation, for as the Bumble is let down and worked round by the stump 
there is a flash, and up comes a Loch Leven trout. He fastens well, and fights hard 
for his life, but the net comes under him and the old stump knows him nomore. In 
what an unmistakable way these Loch Levens rise!—reminding one very much of 
the Connemara white trout. 

It is now two o’clock, and nothing has been seen save a great paddling and flop- 
ping of our old friends the water rats. In spite of this my friend and I have 33 
brace of good fish between us. We rest awhile for lunch, consisting of sandwiches 
neatly packed into a small collapsing tin, which fits into a strap in the corner of the 
basket. The tin for flies fits in the same manner in the centre, and the whisky flask 
inthe opposite corner. We have found this answer admirably. The fish lying at 
the bottom of the basket are sufficiently separate, and all partitions (which add to 
weight and are difficult to clean) are dispensed with. But, see—there is an unmis- 
takable rise under yonder bush! No water-rat this time. The sandwich tin is 
flattened, the whisky flask stowed away, the stream is reached, and between the 
bushes appear a detachment of Yellow Duns, sailing majestically down, quite indit- 
ferent to the fate.that awaits them in the swirl of the coming eddy. The castisa 
difficult one, surrounded as it is by trees and bushes; but a Yellow Dun is put on in 
place of one of the Bumbles, the flies are dropped into the water, the line straightened 
and pitched over with a sort of Spey cast—the line, of course, never reaching behind 
the fisherman. At the second attempt the fly is taken in that unmistakable manner 
which is the characteristic of a trout feeding in a sheltered place ; he is played with 
a tight line and landed. 

As I place the fish in the basket, my eye catches the still, open pool above, where 
the trout are now rising splendidly. I creep cautiously up to the tail of the pool, 
and foolishly throw into the centre of the rising fish ; but withont the slightest 
result—both Bumble and Yellow Dun are refused, although the trout are devouring 
the Duns all round my very cast. It is now quite clear that the wet fly is at fault, 
and fishing with eyed-hooks the flies are quickly changed, and a single Yellow Dun, 
made by Holland, substituted. The cocky little fellow is thrown a yard above the 
nearest fish, and it isan exciting moment as it floats down over him. Itis not 
refu-ed this time, and by keeping the rod low and the line tight a good fish is 
landed on the shallow below without disturbing the remaining trout. The fly is 
whipped dry, igagain cast, and in no case is it refused, although one fish escapes. I 
leave this pool with a brace and a half of handsome trout, undoubtedly the result of 
the change from a wet toa dry fly. Good sport is now certain, and I determine to 
put back all but very large fish. My ideas are growing considerably on this head, 
when—oh ! horror !—the water is disappearing and the fish with it—shut off at the 
mill, of course, and just when the duns were hatching so beautifully. It is too bad ! 
I meet my friend, who is equally disappointed ; but there is nothing for it but to 
try the whisky again, and walk slowly down to the station. ‘ 

‘At the roadside down by the mill we take down our rods ; but before doing so, as 
the water is now on again (of course, now the rise is over), I persuade my friend to 
try-his favourite “‘ catch” down by the wali-side, He does so, changing his fly toa 
Bumble ; as the fly reaches the spot there is a tremendous swirl, and the fish of the 
day rushes up into the mill-race, jiggering as he goes in a most unpleasant way. 
He jiggers to some tune, for the hook comes away, and he remaing king of the race 
and the terror of all troutlets, , 
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This finished our day, and I have tried to give a faithful description of our style 
of fishing, and I think it will illustrate the advantage of using both the dry and 
wet fly. Had we pinned our faith to the former, we should have had no fishing 
until 2 p.m., when it was within half an hour nipped in the bud for want of water ; 
and had we used only the wet fly, we should have missed, perhaps, the prettiest bit 
of fishing of the whole day, and in either case we should only have basketed half 
the quantity of fish. To use both methods in their proper place and time adds a 
double charm to the sport, and those who will try both will find, I am sure, the 
change of methods both profitable and enjoyable.—I am, Xc., MIDLANDS. 


OTTERS IN THE TRENT. 

Srr,—These are now very numerous in the Trent, and a walk along its banks 
will clearly confirm this to those who are conversant with these “ beasties” and 
their habits. 

Whilst fly-fishing at dusk on the evening of the 18thnear tothe weir at King’s Mills, 
I noticed a broad wave pursuing a chub I had hooked. The chub rushed violently 
towards me, and when within a few feet leaped out of the water, and to my sur- 
prise, within a few inches of its tail appeared the head and shoulders of a full- 
grown otter. I hardly know which was the most astonished—the “beastie” or I. 

Seeing me, he dropped quietly back, and from the slight wave caused by his dive 
in comparatively shallow water I traced his journey to a portion of the weir 
which is, at ordinary state of the river, always dry and overgrown with what one 
of your correspondents terms ‘“ wild rhubarb,” and in which, no doubt, his “ holt” 
is. The poor chub, a fish of about 2lb., was not so fortunate ; he escaped the quad- 
ruped and became the prey of the biped. 

A local keeper only lately trapped three “ beasties,” is order to procure a good one 
for a museum a gentleman in this neighbourhood is forming, and he states he can 
get them without difficulty, thus indicating how numerous they are.—I am, &c., 

June 24, GOLDEN SPINNER, 








MORE ABOUT THE OTTER. 

Str,—I was much interested in the remarks on the otter in “ F, G.” of June 4th, 
They regularly frequent the streams in this neighbourhood, in which they procure 
their food, and will often traverse an extensive watershed in journeying from one 
moorland stream to another. They have been met en route on the summits of our 
moors, and more often have their tracks been seen in similar places. From the shy 
and retiring habits of the animal, he seldom favours a passer-by with a sight of 
him, Moreover, he is largely nocturnal in his habits, and often, after a fresh snow- 
fall, have I seen his tracks, have seen his favourite seat and his approach to it, have 
seen whence he glides into the water, have seen where he emerges with the fish which 
he has caught, and have seen the remains of the fish itself—a tell-tale indisputable 
as to the staple article of otters’ repast ; so at least for this district, and the same 
applies to many others where I have met with the animal, or with traces of him, 
Otters feed largely on cels—of this there is no doubt—and these are plentiful in our 
rocky mountain streams, Only yesterday I took nine of them in half an hour from a 
very small rocky pool on a “ wee burn” here. 

They do not feed on eel spawn, as suggested in your correspondent’s letter—at 
least, not while they are in the streams, because eels do not spawn in fresh water ; 
and as to snails (I presume water-snails are meant), there were none here before I 
introduced them four years ago. Now they are well established, but the otters have 
dwelt here from time immemorial. I have seen partially-eaten fish left by otters, 
and I have seen fish partially eaten by rats, and also conjointly by both animals, 


and I have noticed that the otter well knows which is the choicest portion of 
a salmon or trout, while the rats “go for” any part that comes handiest. 

I have seen hundreds of fish that have been rat-eaten ; but there is no rule as to 
commencement, save that Mr. Rat usually begins upon the part which lies handiest. 
He will also go on visiting the carcase night after night, even when highly 
putrid ; but the otter is very particular in having, not “fresh fish daily,’ but 
nightly. 

I am endeavouring to make trout more plentiful, and as yet I have not interfered 
with the otters ; but should they become too numerous I certainly shall do so, and 
at present they are strictly forbidden to approach my trout-breeding ponds on pain 
of death if found transgressing thislaw. Although not impartial witnesses, yet the 
evidence of the fish themselves is valuable, and to obtain this all you have to do 
is to confront them with the otter, They will condemn him at once, by making 
themselves very rapidly “scarce” ; indeed, the terror of the fish at the sight of 
an otter is such that I have known an artificial one dragged through the pools on a 
tributary, to drive the salmon back into the main river and save them from the 
poachers. ‘To see the fish clear out of a pool on the entrance of the otter leaves no 
doubt in one’s mind as to the relationship between them.—I am, &c., 

Solway Fishery, June 22. J. J, ARMISTEAD, 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


Srr,—If the dry weather lasts much longer there will be very little fishing news 
to write about. The Trent has.run down lower than I have seen it for years. At 
King’s Mills on Friday Mr. Wood caught:a nice little salmon. Mr. Wilkinson had 
one from Willington, 18lb. Myr. Scapeness hooked three fish at King’s Mills on 
Wednesday, and lost them all, 

A few barbel have been caught in the Shardlow water, and some good takes of 
eels, I had a stone weight of the latter one day. A few bream had been caught at 
Weston, and a few barbel have succumbed to cad bait near Nottingham, using a light 
ledger.—I am, &e., 

June 23, ey Vie 





THE MUNDELLA ACT RELATIVE TO CLOSE TIME FOR COARSE FISH. 


Srr,—The committee meeting convened for Monday, the 27th ult., at the club- 
house of Ye Olde Blacke Friars’ Angling Society, 7e the Mundella Act as above, 
was poorly attended. There were only three committeemen present—viz., Mr. Harry 
Dunn (Blacke Friars), Mr. G. Ware (Greenwich), and Mr; G, Young (Gresham), not 
sufficient to form a quorum. 

Ye Friars have used their best endeavours to ventilate this, to them, momentous 
question, and although undaunted by the non-realisation of the anticipated co- 
operation of their brother rodsmen, deem it expedient for a time to relinquish their 
exertions in that direction. 

Rome was not built in a day ; and as Bruce watched the spider to his advantage, 
so Ye Friars wait a more favourable opportunity to propagate a revision in the close 
time for coarse fish. 

Ye Friars beg to thank the Editor of the FisHine GAzeErTs for the prominence 
given to this important question ; and while duly appreciating the views of the 
various correspondents thereto on the subject, are obliged to the representatives of 
other kindred societies who have fayoured them with their presence and sugges- 
tions.—I am, &c., JOHN SMITH, hon, seco, 











Ventilated, with Inner Elastic Cuffs, | 
Storm Fly, and can be Shortened for | 
Wading with Trousers. 





The Field,’ April 8rd, 1886. 


“ WATERPROOFS.—The Angler’s Waterproof, which 
draggles in the stream when wading, which clings tightly | 
to the shoulders, and which allows the rain to trickle up | 
the arms, is a delusion and a snare. Anderson’s Improved 
‘ Buckland’ Fishing Jackets are designed to remove the 
cause of irritation. They are made 33in., 35in., and 37in, 
long, and though intended to come over the top of fishing | 
boots or stockings, can be shortened into a mere jacket for 
wading with trousers, and the pockets are placed soas to | 
be free for use when shortened, They are thoroughly | 
ventilated, have inner elastic cuffs in the sleeves, storm- 
proof fly, and are light.” 





With the Addition of our “ Bailey ” 
| Riding Apron makes an Excellent 
Riding Waterproof. 








_ The “ Fishing Gazette,’ December 4th, 1886. 


“ Stk,—In your issue of November 20th I notice a 
correspondent wants to know where a really good water- 
proof coat can be obtained. Every spring I go down to 
Wales for fishing, and have hitherto been made miserable 
| by the utter failure of my waterproof (so called) to keep 
out the drenching rain, 


“ This year I provided myself with Anderson’s ‘Buck- 
| land.’ I was out for days together in the rains that resulted 
in the terrible floods in the Usk and neighbouring streams ; 
but with my ‘ Buckland’ and Waders I felt perfectly safe, 
and never shipped a drop of water or felt damp in the 
slightest degree, 


“Tam now going in for a ‘Buckland’ made rather 
longer, for home use.—I am, &c., 


* Ceci H, FARDELL (Chaplain),” 








ILLUSTRATED PRICED CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION. 








ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 


Works: BOW ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN 





THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 





37, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C, 


STREET, CARDIFF; andi23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSBA. 
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“watched the result. 
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PERCH TAKING FLIES. 


Srr,—On the opening day (16th) I (as an amateur) hada new experience, which 
may or may not be interesting to your readers. The wind was S.S.E., water about 
70 degrees and very clear, with only a gentle stream running. Brandlings, caddis, 
and paste all tried and refused. ; 

At one bridge the fish were taking flies as fast as possible ; it was a case of bob, 
bob, in all parts. The body of the fly was over an inch long, and wings gauzy, 
which reflected beautiful prismatic colours. Some flies nearly black, others of a 
yellowish-green, and some nearly yellow; the second and third proved the most 
“ taking.” 

I sconied some flies, baited a small roach-hook with them, and soon had some good 
sport. I opened the first roach and found in it nothing but flies, To my astonish- 
ment, the third fish I pulled out was a good perch! I was fairly taken aback ; but, 
of course, it may have been due to my ignorance, This fish was full of flies. 

Perch after perch took them. Close to the stonework under the bridge the perch 
were literally “mad” after the flies, “rising” one after another in quick succession. 
Not little ones only, Sir, but those of 7in. long also. 

To test the point still further, I took the top joint of my rod off, baited it with 
all the baits I had, and through some grass, secure from the fishes’ observation, I 
Great perch went and looked at the bait, and turned away in 
contempt; but to a fly, up they went, and so the merry game went on. The noise 
made by these fish was as great as that made by a rat when it jumps into the water. 

I was very sorry, Mr. Editor, I did not secure some flies and send them to you for 
you to see what they were. I might add that when a fly was squeezed a little more 
than usual, it sent out of its body a cheesy-looking matter of buff colour.— 
I am, X&c., GEORGE B, Drxon. 

York House, St, Peter’s-road, Leicester. 


PIKE-FISHING. 

S1r,—The best thing to keep the line upon the surface of the water, from the end 
of the rod to the top of the float, is palm oil. Though called an oil, it is, in fact, an 
ointment, and looks like yellow pomatum. When I have used it I have had the 
whole length of line between the rod-point and the float lying like a strip of cork 
on the water. This is a great advantage in weedy waters. 

To use the ointment, take some of it up between the finger and thumb, and rub it 
into the line. Keep on doing this from day to day for a few days, when the line will 
get saturated with it, and be ready for use. 

“sox Lucius” must renew the dressing from time to time. 
that one dressing will last for ever. 

I am told that this palm oil is, or is akin to, the yellow grease that is used for the 
axles of railway carriages; but whether that is so or not, I can recommend it from 
post experience as an excellent thing to keep the line up whilst fishing for pike. 
—tI am, &ce., 

75, Mark-lane, London. 


He cannot expect 


R, CULLEN Dewy, 


ANGLING v. NETTING. 

Si1r,—That the very great evil of netting exists in the river Stort goes without 
telling, and now that portions of this river have been rented, I think the time has 
now come when something should be done to stop this wholesale slaughter, which 
makes such sad havoc amongst our stock of coarse fish, Why something hasn’t been 
done during the close season remains to me a mystery. We were, and are, told that 
the Anglers’ Association has got the exclusive rights over certain portions of this 
river, and yet no board of warning to netters, no restriction put upon the taking of 
undersized fish—in fact, no notices of any kind have as yet appeared maki ng netting 
and the taking of undersized fish illegal. 

Those who have angled this river since the opening have, I feel certain, been made 
aware of the netting which has been going on during the close time ; this is a fact 
that the country folk seem only too ready and pleased to be able to inform the 
angler, their object being, no doubt, as “ H, B.,” of the Izaak Walton Angling Society. 
stated in his last club report—viz., to keep the London angleraway. “H. B.” further 
stated that only one sizeable fish was taken. 

Again, on the same day, the 19th ult., the Waggoners’ Angling Society fished the 
same river for prizes, with a worse result than the above, as not one sizeable fish was 
taken. On the 26th ult., twenty-four members of the Sociable Brothers Angling 
Society fished the Stort, although with a little better result than the two above-men- 
tioned clubs ; they showed a great falling-off to last season, their grand total for the 
day being 2lb. 630z.—an average of a trifle over l1j0z.a man. Thisis a river which, 
if properly looked after, would, and has, produced good fish, 

Perhaps I should not be out of place if I here mentioned that a member of the 
last-mentioned club picked up, on an overshoot which had run dry, a splendid trout 
of over 3lb., and although every effort was made to restore the fish it proved of no 
avail, as it died very soon after. This fact alone will go to show what a grand 
little river it would be if left alone and properly protected ; and I trust steps 
will be taken in the right direction to remedy the evil now existing, and I venture 
to suggest that over and along that portion which has come within the rights of 
the Anglers’ Association shall be posted notices as a warning to netters in the 
fabure, which, if not eventually stopping, might have a tendency to check it a 

ittle, 

I trust you will, in the interest of Stort anglers, find me space in your next issue. 
—I am, &e., A ROACHIST, 


LARGE LAMPREY. 

S1r,—I think it may interest some of your readers to hear that a large lamprey 
was taken a week ago last Saturday in the eel-traps at Brampton Mills. It was 
29tin, in length, and weighed exactly 2lb, Is not this rather an unusual size ?—I 
am, &c., FRED. B, THACKERAY, 

The Walks, Huntingdon, June 28, 


. WIMBLEDON LAKE, 

Sir,—Oh, Mark, how hast thou deceived me? I travelled all the way to 
Wimbledon Lake, relying upon your statement that two eels of 6lb. cach had 
been taken a few days ago by one Louis Gibson ; but, to my sorrow, I find you 
have erred, and that the two eels weighed 6lb. However, that is not so bad; and, 
as I have not returned empty-handed, I forgive you.—I am, &c., 

Hurst Lodge, Dulwich, June 27. : THE MISLED ONE. 


TROUT-FISHING IN KERRY. 

Srr,—A correspondent of the GAZETTE would like to get a little information as 
regards Kerry fishing for brown trout. If he would drop a line to me in August or 
September, I would be most happy to let him know how the fishing is on our lakes 
then, My opinion is that there would be good fishing then, because we have so 
much dry weather now. It cannot be fine always in Killarney as it isat present. I 
am anxiously waiting for a downpour, and hope very soon to see it.—I am, &c., 

T. McCArtuy, Fisherman, 


' ANGLING AT AMBERLEY, 

Srr,—It may interest your readers to know that there are plenty of good fish 
still to be caught in the Arun at Amberley. Mr. Malcolm caught over 12lb. on the 
19th ult. ; his wife, staying down the following day, brought in a bag over 10lb. 
Many fish were returned to the water, the lady finding a number of them unclean, 
as did several other anglers. In another fortnight the fishing should be good ; the 
bream and roach will have then recovered.—i am, &c,, HENRY RATLEY, 

Gn ae RS OR 








THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48 South Molton-street, W. 
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SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—The peel are running up the river 
in considerable numbers, notwithstanding the extreme lowness of the water. On 
Monday, the Ferrylands “clear” killed two together in the “‘ gap” below the Sand 
Pit, and next day the Derrinlaurs killed another in Dawley’s—average weight, 
41b. There is excellent trout-fishing now ; each evening, from sundown till eleven 
o'clock, the whole river seems alive with rising trout, and good baskets are made 
during the rise.—RICHARD BRADFORD. 








Angling Reminiscences. 


BY 


FRANCIS FRANCIS. 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 39. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 





ANGLERS SHOULD SEND FOR THE 


“TEES GUIDE AND CATALOGUE.” 


The Field says :—“ It will supply a want to Anglers whose attention may be attracted to the dis- 
trict, . there are recipes and other general information, and several pages are devoted to an 
enumeration and description of the Fishing Places on the Tees. . . .” 


A NECESSITY—SMYTHBE’S FISHING TACKLE. 


Send for Samples. All Orders above 5s, sent carriage paid. 


JOSEPH ¥. SMYTHE, Gun and Fishing Tackle Maker, 
“The Sportsman’s Repository,’ DARLINGTON, Co. Durham. 


FISHING RODS AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “FISHING GAZETTE” GOSSAMER GUT LINKS, 


Three yards, 8d.each. Post Free, 9d. ; 

“We want nothing better than his finest, on which we have this season killed a 2b. trout, a 21b. 
tench, a 2b. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, on a atiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly season.” —FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1888. See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTK for Dec. 17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; 

a , 1884. : ; 
px NODS ry, brazed winch fittings, from 4s. 6d. to 2ls.; Trolling, do., 4s.; Hickory, do., 5s. to 
103. 6d. ; Bamboo Roach and Bream, do., pack in three, 2 tops, 15ft., 6s. ; 18ft., 8s. 6d. ; 20ft., 103 6d. : 
with 2 Winch Fittings, 18ft. 10s. 6d. ; 20ft., 12s. 6d. Hickory or Mottled Cane, 15ft, German-silver 
fittings, solid rings, division bag and spear, will make a jack rod, 10ft.6in., 12s. 6d.; ditto, double- 
. 6d. to 21s, 6d. 

Dr ELS Nottingham Wood polished, rag ee 3hin., 1s. 9d.; movable check, 84in., 43.5; 
in., 5s. ; bronze check, 2in., 1s. 9d.; 24in., 23. 6d.; 3in,, 4s. 1 . ; 
= "Bronze Revolving Plate Check a 2in., 8s. 6d. ; 2din., 4s. 6d.; 28in., 43, 6d.; 3in., 63. 6d.; 3gin., 

73. 6a. Brass Reels, solid backs, 24in., 1s, 9d.; 3in., 2s. 6d, J 

LINES.—Best Plaited Silk Waterproof Line, 20 yards, 1s.; stout, 1d. per yard, Salmonline, 1}d. yard, 
83.6d. 100. Plaited Hemp Line, 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s. per 100. The new Plaited Flax Line, 20 yards, 
7d, ; tanned, 8d., 60 yards, 2s, Tanned Watercord, 20 yards, 24d., ls. per 100. Spoon Baits from 6d. 
each; very best quality, silver plated, from 1s. 4d, Devons, Totnes, and Minnows, from 6d. each, Gut 
or Gimp Flights, 6d. each. Jardine Snaps, 34d. Pennel Snaps, 24d. Ryder's Snaps, 21, Pach. 
Double Live Bait Hooks, ls. 3d. doz. Crystal and all other Hooks on best gut or hair, 6d. per duz. ; 
on gossamer gut, 8d. doz. Gut or Gimp Traces, $d, each, Twisted Gut, do., 4 swivels, can be used 
with or without a LWAD, ls. ; Gimp, do,, 10d. each. ‘ 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, Lines, &c., Is. 9d.; post free, 2s, 
in FISHING GAZETTE, Jan. 24,1885, Postage extraon all orders. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 8.W., 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 


BUSHMILLS 


PURE OLD 


MALT WHISKY 


Sent out heavy or light leaded. Trout sizes, 1/6 each. FIRST PRIZE MEDAL, CORK, 1883. 
The finest artificial minnow in the world. Kills eigen 

equal to the natural bait for trout, sea-trout, and EXTRACT FROM JUDGES’ AWARD. 
salmon. Made in three sizes. List sent free by “SECTION E—MALT WHISKY.—The 

W. J. CUMMINS, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham. place of honour here was obtained by No. 
——— aan 


16 (Bushmills). I firmly believe the future 
phe, 
SPEY RODS. 


of the best quality and most nutritious 
A. STUART and SON, 


description of Irish Whisky lies here.” 
FISHING TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


AWARDED 
GOLD MEDAL, LIVERPOOL, 188 
ABERLOUR-ON-SPEY, 
Have the Largest and Most Complete STOCK of 


This Whisky is considered by the medical 
FISHING MaTERIAL in Strathspey. Every- 


» faculty to be superior to the finest French 
Brandy, and as such will be found an ex 

thing is guaranteed of the best quality. Their 

Spey Rod is known all over the world. 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES of good quality. 
KILLING BAITS for all kinds of 





See notice 


THE QUILL MINNOW. 











May be had in Cases and Casks. 
FOR SAMPLES AND QUOTATIONS APPLY TO THE 


Bushmills Old Distillery Co. 


(LIMITED), 


OFFICES AND STORES: 
HILL STREET, BELFAST. 


TO ANGLERS. 











fish, price Is. per pint, on receipt of 
stamps or postal order, of OC. BRADLEY, 
62, Jacob-street, Bradford, Yorkshire. 


Qld Scotch Whiskies 


FOR CASH. 


TOLLCROSS BLEND (Regd.) 


ONE QUALITY ONLY. 
THE VERY BEST. 


15s. &18s. per gal.,or 32s. & 38s. per doz. 
SPECIAL GLENLIVET, pure 1882, 20s. per gall. 
In Casks or Jars any size. 


Jarsand Casks returnable. Bottles and Cases ,Free- 


DAVID PETER, 
Scotch Whisky Dealer and Blender, 
18, HOME-STREET, EDINBURGH. 


EIGHT MILES first-class Preserved 
FISHING, with every accommodation, 
can be obtained at 


THE “HORSE SHOES,” 
BLUNHAM, SANDY, BEDS. 


Anglers’ privilege tickets granted to Sandy 
G.N. Rail. Terms for board, &c., very moderate. 


New Worm ‘ackle. 


Most successful known for clear-water fishing, on 
finest drawn gut, 1s. 6d. per dozen, 
SPECIAL.—12 feet Greenheart Kod, 12s, 6d. Best 
value in the market. 


SALMON & TROUT FLIES FOR LOCH 
ANO RIVER. 


Flies Dressed to Pattern on the Premises. 


W. DICKSON & CO., 15, FREDERICK STREET: 
EDINBURGH, 
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ANGLERS’ REGISTER FOR SCOTLAND, 








ABERDEENSHIRE. | 


DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE. For particulars apply to 

ALEX. McGREGOR. 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE, 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY, 


Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE. Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter. ’Bus communi- 
cation toand from Aberdeen daily. Conveyances 
meettrains at Logieriere Station when desired. 
Fishing Gear supplied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent. Further particulars on application. 

J. RITCHIH, Proprietor. 


IMPERIAL HOTEL, 
ABERDEEN. 


Personally Patronised by the Royal 
Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
Dex and Don. 

Gentlemen are Boarded during the Season. 
eae Aaa i Patan tec AN dea 


DEESIDE HYDROPATHIC 
ESTABLISHMENT, 


Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 

Tae Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of PRESERVED SALMON and TROUT 
FISHING FREE over about two miles of the far- 
afmed River Dee (partly on both gides of the 
river), as it runs through the estates of Heathcot 
and Ardoe. In the constructing, furnishing, 
and surroundings of the house no expense has 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, 
&c., can be had from Dr. STEWART, Resident 
Superintendent, Heathcot. 


__ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotel is situated near Loch Etive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE Fishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argyllshire, Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine. JAS. MURRAY, Proprietor. 


SALMON ANGLING Free. 
DALMALLYHOTEL,GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at Dalmally Hotel can have 
SUPERIOR SALMON FISHING onnine miles of 
the beautiful River ORCHY, 


LOCH AWE HOTEL. 
(Under the Same Management.) 
Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AWE 


free, Experienced boatmen kept. Boats towed by 
steam-launch to the best fishing grounds on the 


Loch. 
DUNCAN FRASER. Proprietor. 


CUILFAIL HOTEL, 
PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN, 


Visitors at “Cuilfail” have the privilege of 
Fishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous Loch Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fishing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also be had, and Grouse and other Shooting 
by arrangement with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use of Anglers. Average 
weekly take of Trout, 1,600. Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and delightful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MCFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. ‘Telegraph 
Office :—Kilmartin. 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, and SALMO 


PERO X FISHING ON LOCH AWE, 
TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN. 


First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour's sail 
from Loch Awe Station. Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Ateamers call at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A, MUNRO, 































ARGYLLSHIRE., 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 
of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 
the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 
strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 


THH ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWE, 


Portsonachan Hotel, 
LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTE, 1886 :—* Port- 
sonachan Hotel isone of the best situated, ag it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has asteam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secure boats, &c.. beforehand.” 


TOBERMORY (Island of Mull) 
WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 


Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days, 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


MULL, 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Lochs in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. 


SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SRA 
FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS 


may also be had. 
Posting, with careful drivers. 


The Hotel is seven miles from Staffa and Tona, 
and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and aptiquarian interest. 

Visitors are assur ed that every attention will be 
paid to their comfort, and 

CHARGES WILL BE FOUND MODERATR. 

RE SESS 


foreman 


BANFFSHIRE. 


SPEY ANGLING 
FREE, 


The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Speyand 
Fiddoch. Nicely situated. It is the most con- 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 
arrangements. Hiring in all its branches. Every 
attention is given to..comfort. Magnificent 


scenery. 
JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE. 
ESKDALE HOTEL, 
Langholm. 


Splendid Salmon and Trout Fishing on Esk and 
Liddle and other Streams close by. Extra good 
sport this year, owing to withdrawal of salmon 
nets. Splendid scenery and all the quiet and plea- 
sures of the country, with the comforts of the 
town. The Eskdale is the largest and most com- 
fortable Hotel in the neighbourhood. Charges 
strictly moderate. Posting. Full information re 
Angling given by WM. DOUGLAS, Proprietor. 


TROUT & SPRING SALMON 


ANGLING. 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, CANONBIE, 


DUMFRIESSHIRE, 


The above hotel is situated amid the FINEST 
SCENERY ON THE SCOTTISH BORDER, on 
the old coaching road between Carlisle and Lang- 
holm ; considered the finest drive in England. Not 
a hundred yards from the hotel flows the beautiful 
and winding ESK, the best salmon-tenanted 
stream in the south of Scotland, while the historic 
LIDDLE, scarcely inferior as a sea trout and 
salmon water, is within 20 minutes’ walking 
distance. As the nets are now taken from the 
mouth of the river, the fishing will be superior to 
anything heretofore, Every hotel accommodation. 
Good posting. Close to railway station. Post- 
office 100 yards off. Angling taught by experts. 


ALEXANDER ELDER, PRopRiztor, 























DUMBARTONSHIRE, 


NVERSNAID HOTEL, Loch Lomond, 
This Hotel is centrally situated in the Scottish 
Lake‘istrict, amidst unrivalled scenery. In the 
neighbourhood are many places of interest, such 
as Rob Roy’s Cave, the Islands on Loch Lomond, 
on some of which are the remains of feudal strong- 
holds, and within a few yards of the Hotel, Inver- 
snaid Falls, rendered famous by Wordsworth in 
his Poem “To a Highland Girl.” Coaches to and 
from Loch Katrine, in connection with all the 
Sailings of the Steamers there, to and from the 
Trossachs. Lawn Tennis, Boats, Billiards, &c. 
Trout Fishing on the Loch free. Parties boarded 

by the week or month,except in August, 

ROBERT BLAIR, Proprietor. 


FORFARSHIRE, 


PANMURE ARMS HOTEL, 
EDZELL, BY BRECHIN, NB, 


Excellent SALMON and TROUT-FISHING on 
NORTH ESK, FREE to Hotel Visitors. Besides 
the Hotel water, the Splendid Trouting Streams of 
Glenesk, in which Trout of good size and quality 
abound, are within easy distance. This is a quiet 
and beautiful retreat, and the fishing is good all 
the Spring and Summer Months. Particulars on 
application. 


KEITH KNOWLES, Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


The Highland. Railway Co.’s 


STATION HOTEL, 
INVERNESS. 


First-class Family Hotel. Patronised by 
the Royal Family. Charges very moderate. 
Posting. 

EDWARD CESARI, Manager, 


























RIVER ROY, 


ROY BRIDGE HOTEL, KINGUSSIE, 


Situated at the foot of Glenroy and the Parallel 
Roads is the choicest Anglers’ Resort in the Dis 
trict. The scenery is charming, the air most 
bracing, and the whole neighbourhood js highly 
interesting to the historian, botanist, geologist, 
and ornithologist. 
THE SALMON FISHING 
of the River Roy is attached to the Hotel till end 
of July, and will be let per day or week ata 
nominal charge. Celebrated Highland Gillies for 
fishing or mountaineering if desired. The Fort- 
William and Kingussie Coaches ~ pass daily. 
Superior Carriages and Post Horses. Special 
tariff to Anglers. 
EWEN MACKINTOSH, Lessee. 


LOCH ERICHT HOTEL, 


DALWHINNIE, 
Inverness-shire. 


Within a few minutes’ walk of the Railway 
Station. Excellent Fishing for Trout, Ferox, and 
Pike on several Lochs, and Grilse and Trout on 
River Truim, in connection with Hotel. 


BOATS AND FISHING FREE. 


PARTIES BOARDED. 
JOHN McDONALD, Proprietor, 








INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


Invergarry Hotel, 
CALEDONIAN CANAL. 


(“ Charming Resort.”) 
Now open, as rebuilt and enlarged. Superior 
accommodation and perfect quietness. Reasonable 
charges. Reduced Tariff for Boarders for a week 
or longer. ‘The pride of Scotia’s mountain 
scenery.” Excellent TROUT and FEROX FISH- 


ING on 
LOCH GARRY, 
the best Angling and most picturesque large 
Highland Lake in Inverness-shire. Boats FREE. 
Lawn Tennis. Post horses. Drives to scenes of 
interest, and pleasure parties arranged. Route— 
per Steamer to Cullochy Locks, Caledonian Canal. 
Hotel close-by. Post and Telegraph Offices at hand, 
JOHN MCINNES, Lessee. 


PERTHSHIRE. 


FREE FISHING ON 
LOCH and RIVER, 


Loch Tummel Hotel, 


PITLOCHRY, N.B. 


Boats Free for Visitors staying at the 
Hotel, Posting, 


D. DOW, Proprietor. 














ABERFELDY. 
Breadalbane Arms Hotel. 


SALMON and TROUT FISHING on 
the River Tay, and TROUT FISHING 
on Loch-na-Craig, with use of Boat, free 
to visitors at this Hotel. ; 


RANNOCH. 


DUNALISTER HOTEL, 
(Late Macdonald Arms Hotel), 


Anglers staying at this hotel can have free fish- 
ing on the whole of Loch Rannoch, famons for its 
trout and Salmo ferox. Splendid boats and ex- 
perienced boatmen. Also three miles of the river 
Tummel, where first-rate sport is to be had. Post- 
ing in all its departments. Board by week or 
month. Charges strictly moderate, 


GEORGE GOW, Proprietor. 


Lochs Katrine, Achray, and 
Vennacher. 


THE TROSSACHS HOTEL, 


By CALLANDAR, N.B., 


Is conveniently situated for these romantic Lakes, 
which all afford splendid Angling, 


BOATS AND BOATMEN. 


Special terms arranged with parties stayinoga 
week or more. Posting. Excursions, 


R. BLATR, Proprietsv. 


ROSS-SHIRE, 


POOLEWE HOTEL, 


WEST OF ROSS-SHIRE. 
EXCELLENT VARIED SOENERY, TROUT 
AND SEA-FISHING. 

This Hotel is beautifully situated on the banks 
of the Ewe and Loch Ewe, and within a few 
minutes’ walk of Loch Maree. Tourists and 
Visitors will find pleasure, quietness, and comfort, 
combined with Moderate Charges. The Free Fish- 
ings in connection with the Hotel are excellent, 
The Drives are beautiful ; the picturesque Caves 
of Cove within 8 miles’ drive. Sea Bathing and 
Fishing. Boats and Boatmen supplied. Posting, 
Post and Telegraph Office, Poolewe, Railway 
Station, Auchnasheen. Route, by daily steamer 
to Gairloch, or daily coach from Auchnasheen. 

ALEX, M’LENNAN, Proprietor. 


Kinloch Ewe Hotel, 
BY DINGWALL, ROSS~-SHIRE, 


The Hotel is situated near the head of Loch 
Maree and 10 miles from Achnasheen Station on 
the Dingwall and Skye Railway. It; romantic 
situation is unequalled. Boats for Fishing Free on 
Loch Maree. Fine drives in different directiong, 
including the magnificent scenery of Torridon 
past Loch Clare, within easy drive to Loch Torri- 
don, and also up Glen Logan, where a grand view 
of Ben Hay is obtained. Ben Slioch (3,216 feet) is 
easily reached from the Hotel, 

Carriages and Horses for Hire. 
Wines, Spirits, &c., of the Finest Quality. Letters 
and Telegrams carefully attended to. f 
The superior nature of the Sea-Trout Fishing in 
Loch Maree is well known: ' 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE 




















TONGUE HOTEL, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, WB, 
ANGUS CAMPBELL, Proprietor. 


Highland Railway to Lairg, thence per coach to 
Tongue, 


Pleasantly situated on the North Coast of Suther- 
land, in one of the best districts of that famous 
Fishing county, and surrounded by some of the finest 
scenery of the Highlands. SPLENDID BROWN 
TROUT, SEA-TROUT, and DEEP-SHA FISHING 
within easy reach from the Hotel. Boats on the 
different Lochs and also on the Kyle. Good Sea-Bath- 
ing. Doctor resident in village. Post and Telegraph 
Office three minutes’ walk from door. Daily Mail, 
Every accommodation for Sportsmen and Tourists, 
Posting in all its branches. 


DRUMBEG HOTEL, 


Assynt, near Lochinver, 


Scoreg.of Lochs within easy walking distance, on 
all of which the Fishing for Sea Trout and Loch 
Trout is FREE to Hotel Visitors, Delightful Sea- 


bathing. : 
ALEX. MCKENZIK. Proprietor. 


Altnacealgach Hotel, 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE 


This Hotel is situated in one of the most delightful and 
picturesque parts of the Northern Highlands, and in re- 
spect of the magnificence of the views to be obtained from 
it, and the splendid facilities it offers for Trout and Feroz 
Fishing, it is unsurpassed by any other Hotel in the 
county. EIGHT BOATS, with EXPERIENCED BOAT- 
MEN, are kept onthe Lochs for the convenience of hotel 
visitors. To real lovers of TROUT FISHING of tha 
VERY BEST description this quiet spot requires only to ba 
known to be appreciated, Variety of Flies &o., of the 
most approved kind always kept in stock. A daily Mail 
Car from Lairg to Loch Inver, a abreeke which places this 
Hotel is about half-way, passes the door. 

CHARGES MODERATE. 


LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS PROMPTLY 
ATTENDED TO. 
Additional particulars on applying to i 
‘ Mrs) MACDONALD 
Altnacealgach Hotel, Lairg, N.B, 
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SEASIDE. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY 
TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


Are issued by all Trains to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton- 
py aalenet Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer, 


BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued DAILY 
by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, Bishopsgate. Bethnal-green, London- 
fields, &c. Fares: 3s., 1s, 9d.,1s. 6d, For full particulars see Bills. 


London, July, 1887, WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager, 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS, 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


LTOEBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD’S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx ”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom, 











IMPORTANT TO TOURISTS, ANGLERS, &c., VISITING THE 
WEST OF IRELAND. 


The Proprietor of the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, has much pleasure in announcing that he has just 
now opened the 


LOUGH CONN HOTEL, 


In connection with the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA. 

The Lough Conn Hotel is the beautiful mansion, Gortnor Abbey House, and is picturesquely 
situated ina handsome park of considerable extent, and within two minutes’ walk of the shore of the 
Lough, which is one of the best in Ireland for Salmon and Trout Fishing. 

All Guests visiting this Hotel have the privilege of 


FREE SALMON AND TROUT FISHING. 


The Hotel is situated within one mile of Crossmolina, a Postal Telegraph Station, and six miles of 
Ballina, a terminal station on theMidland Great Western Railway. 
Postal commands delivered at the Hotel daily at eight a.m. 
The great advantage the Lough Conn Hotel possesses will be obvious to Tourists and other visitors 
who can proceed there direct from the Moy Hotel. 
BOATS and VEHICLES in connection with Hotel for the accommodation of Visitors ALWAYS 


IN READINESS. All applications as to terms &c,, addressed to the Proprietor, MOY HOTEL, 
BALLINA, will receive prompt attention. : ‘ . : : 


Moy Hotel, Ballina, Feb., 1887. 


———— 
NOW RBADY. 150 PAGES. PRICE ONE SHILLING. 


THE BROADS AND RIVERS OF NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK, 


BY HARRY BRITTAIN. 
WITH TWELVE ILLUSTRATIONS from Pictures by Fahey and Temple, 
» Eight Sectional Maps, and General Chart of the Broads District. 
Press from Caithness to Cornwall is warm in praise of this Holiday Book. 
Norwich : Argus Office. Lowestoft : Standard Office, London ; Palmer and Son, 12, Paternoster- 
row ; may be had also of Smith and Sons, and Stoneham; Alfred, Moorgate-street ; Farlow, Strand ; 
Watson and Hancock, Holborn : Lowles, Queen Victoria-street ; and other Tackle Dealersand Booksellers, 


————— 
IN Co Ts Ce 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
0 must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTH, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
ontributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
o Panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 
Orrespondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 


addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their lette t uarantee of 
he ‘pte y g eir letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 


THE FISHING GAZETTE is pu 
Son’s Railway Bookstall 
and the Provinces, 





no notice will be taken of such communications. 
blished every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
8,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to itai 
» Six Monthe : , to any part of Great Britain and ee ee 10s, 6d. 








», Three Months ,, mo zi a He sap sdeaea ee 3 3 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Applications respecting advertisements 
ay Hegtanrest: en iu should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 
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THE MAY FLY. OF 1887 


Is over. “There is nothing so demoralising as the common May 
Fly,” was a pet aphorism of an old friend of mine. If anyone 
who did not know him well took his remark Seriously, he would 
defend his position with vigour. He was wont to say that he him- 
self was an instance of the truth of his assertion. He deserted his 
wife and family, neglected his business, and imperilled his dearest 
interests, and would even have mendaciously declared that important 
business took him from home for a fortnight or three weeks if there 
had been the slightest chance that he would have been believed. 
The feast of St. May Fly drives some men almost mad with excite- 
ment, and others, who cannot join in the revel, with despair. 
Innkeepers charge home ; millers cut their weeds, and let the water on or shut 
it off at unseemly hours, and, while they chuckle to themselves, pretend. ignor- 
ance of the fact that they are ruining sport. Little boys, usually most regular 
in their attendance at school, play truant, and earn surreptitious shillings by 
carrying anglers’ nets and impedimenta, and, from what I have heard, do not 
always give a strictly truthful account to their parents, pastors, and masters of 
where they have been and what they have been doing. The trout give way to 
gluttony. Sparrows and chaffinches and other little birds neglect their domestic 
duties, come down to the river, where they have not the slightest business to be, 
and gorge themselves with May Flies. And this year I actually saw a dog in the 
meadows catching May Flies and eating them. But, on the other hand, the May 
Fly is a Godsend to innumerable hard-working men and women. How many 
people get fabulous rents for short stretches of water on good streams ? How 
many families live on the wages of the men who are engaged in the protection 
and care of the water? The moment that the cry, “The May Fly is up ” is 
heard telegrams flash to the remotest corners of the land. Hotel-keepers in 
favoured districts rub their hands, and smile*in anticipation of the harvest which 
is coming. Tacklemakers rejoice to see their stocks of flies melting 
like snow in the sun. And flymakers work from dawn till dark 
to overtake the demands of the foolish ones who have forgotten 
to order flies in good time. But I am wandering away from the May Fly of 
1887. It seems that a universal wail has gone up from anglers on all the best 
waters. On the Kennet this has been the worst season I ever remember. The 
fly was late, and when it did come the weather was such that it was almost im- 
possible to kill fish. Those who could stand working hard in the fierce sunshine, 
and knew where to look for a bit of shade, got some fish on two or three days ; 
3% brace and 43 brace were the best baskets I heard of, and there were no big 
fish among them. Iam speaking of club waters. My own experience will, I 
think, give a fair idea of the season, and so I give it. 

Finding from my notebook that I had often had good sport on the 6th of 
June, I started early on that day, and was on the Kennet by 11 o’clock in the 
morning. The day was all that the angler could wish—a nice grey sky, soft, 
south-west wind, and just enough ripple in places to enable one to get a good 
chance at big trout, which cannot be killed when the water is still. But a 
miller near the head of our water had chosen that day to cut his weeds. Last 
year, or the year before, he did the same thing about the same date. On that 
occasion, there being a magnificent spattering rise of fly which lasted without 
intermission from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., he utterly spoiled the best day’s fishing 
that I ever had a chance of. Now, that miller is himself a fisherman. He 
knows how heavy are the expenses of preserving the water; he knows that 
many of the men who fish it are busy men, who live at a distance, and can only 
give a few days to their favourite sport ; and he knows that his weed-cutting 
ruins their sport for the day. He could just as well cut his weeds before the 
May Fly, or he could begin at 3 o'clock in the morning, and have the 
whole thing done by 9 o'clock. His fellow-townsmen have a right 
of fishing three days a week, and he chooses one of their days 
to spoil sport. Yet I fancy h» would call himself a Christian, and have 
little doubt that he would nod his head with approval if his minister were to 
tell his congregation that they ought to do as they would be done by. In con- 
sequence of this weed-cutting on the 6th ult., I had buta very small piece of 
water to fish. Hour after hour slipped away, and no fly appeared. Seven 
o’clock, and no fly! The case looked hopeless, and at nine o’clock I wended my 
way home, a saddened man, having seen never a fly. The 7th, 8th, and 9th 
were much the same. On the 10th the wind got round to the east, and the sun 
shone out ina cloudless sky. Three or four flies were all that I saw. ° From 
that day till the 24th we had hardly a cloud. On the 15th, 16th, and 17th we 
had tremendous rises of fly. It came on about four o'clock, and came so 
suddenly that in a few minutes the air was thick, and water covered with flies 
in unnumbered thousands. If one were lucky one might get a trout or two at 
the beginning of the rise, and perhaps one, or a brace, after the sun had gone 
down, and the fly was tailing off. I had several blank days, and only got two brace 
a day twice. The largest fish on each day was only 24lb. ; this, for the Kennet, 
is indeed a failure. There is a grand stock of fish, and many good ones. I saw 
one that was full 51b., if not more, and early this week there were fish feeding 
which were certainly not under 3lb. ; but the moment one’s fly went over them, 
down they went. Itried gut so fine that had I hooked one I must have been 
broken to a certainty ; it made no difference, they would not look at the artificial 
fly. After the sun went down, it turned so cold on most evenings that either 
the mist began to rise from the river, or the fly disappeared at once. One 
evening, quite late, a few flies still kept coming down under the bank up 
which we were walking. It was so dark that we could hardly see our flies, and 
I hooked two good trout and hit them hard. Each made a rush of a few yards, the 
winch singing merrily, and then back came the fly. Curiously enough, the very 
next evening a friend, a very good fisherman, had exactly the same thing happen 
to him in the same place. 

What happened this year has strengthened my belief in a theory which I 
started some years ago. We used in old days often to have a morning rise 
of fly (this year we never had any sign of such a thing), and I found that I was 
much more likely to hcvk a fish in the morning than in the afternoon. The 
explanation of the fact usually given was that the trout had a lively recollection 
of the taste of the succulent flies on which they had supped, and were eager for 
their breakfast. But if that were so, why should not the recollection of their 
breakfast maice them eager for their dinner when the fly began to come on again 
about four or five o'clock? On some days it did; on others it did not, At 
last it seemed to me that on sunny afternoons the fish took badly ; on sunny 
mornings they took well enough. Now, our water, or at least nearly the whole 
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of it, flows towards the east. When, therefore, in the afternoon the sun gets 
towards the west, it shines straight into the trout’s eyes. My notion is that 
they cannot see with the sun in their eyes any better than we can. We made an 
experiment one day last week which goes some way to confirm this notion. Two 
or three of us were standing after our luncheon on a certain brick bridge which 
you, Mr. Editor, know well. Our boys were idling and larking about, and lest 
someone should find mischief for them to do, we set them to catch May Flies, 
which we dropped over the bridge to some small trout that were lying in the 
stream below. The shadow of the bridge extended down stream for some eight 
or ten yards, and we noticed that the trout which were lying in the shadow saw 
the fly coming, and when it was about a foot above them came slowly up, met 
the fly, sucked it in in the most business-like way, and slowly sunk down to their 
place on their particular weed, or by their particular stone, or bit of gravel. The 
trout that were lying in the sunshine did not seem to notice the fly till either its 
shadow crossed their eyes, or the fly was perpendicularly over their heads. They 
came up in a great hurry, turned after the fly, and tried to take it down stream. 
Very often they missed the fly, and when they did take it they seemed ashamed 
of themselves or frightened at what they had done, and hurried hack to their 
place in a most undignified manner. 

At the Fly-Fishers’ dinner this year, one of the speakers urged upon the 
country members to “ Observe,” ‘ observe,” “observe.” I observed one thing 
which interested me much ; probably others have seen it often before. Inever did, 
and it may interest some of your readers. I distinctly saw May Flies laying their 
eggs—I mean, I saw the egg come from the May Fly and sink to the bottom of 
the water. There was a very large tront rising occasionally in a big, rough pool 
below some hatches ; it was rising quite close to the wall, and the only way to 
get at it was to get into the shallow water below and cast up. Having tried the 
fish two or three times, I determined to rest him till the sun was down ; so, 
lighting my pipe, I sat on the bank with my feet in the water, which reached 
half-way up to my knees. Hundreds of flies were laying their eggs ; the sun 
was low, and shining downthe water. One or two flies were persistently dropping 
down, and touching the water with their tails quite close to my knees, Putting 
my facedownas close to the water as possible, I was convinced that I saw some- 
times one egg, and sometimes a little clump of eggs (which separated as soon as 
they touched the water) deposited. There wasalsoa swarm of minnows waiting 
and feeding greedily on theeggs. My eyesare notso good as they were, and so I 
called my boy, who is a sharp little fellow, with very keen sight, and told him to 
watch the flies and tell me what they were doing. His answer was, ‘‘ They are 
a-layin’ their eggs.” “Do they lay them one atatime?” I asked. “ Yes, one 
ata time,” he answered ; “I can see it plain.” After watching a little while, 
he exclaimed, “There’s one has laid a lot all at once.” So I think there is 
no doubt about the matter. 

Another thing I learned about May Flies, which has comforted me. Weare 
obliged to cut our weeds just before the May Fly comes up—partly because at 
that season the channel gets so choked up in places that the water is dammed 
back and the mills cannot work, and partly because in many places the capture 
of a big trout would be almost impossible if the weeds were allowed to remain, 
We most of us thought that the necessary weed-cutting must destroy an enor- 
mous number of the larvee of the May Fly. But some ladies whom I knew came 
down one day to look at the fishing and haye a picnic luncheon in the meadows. 
They were asking about the May Fly, and I explained to them that the larve 
rose from the bottom, burst their skins, and then, having floated down the stream 
a little way, took flight. There were none rising at the time, soI asked the 
keeper if he could catch some of the lary for the ladies to see ; he got a lotin a 
few minutes, and showed me where to findthem. They were not on the weeds, 
a few of which had been left ; but inthe mud, round the roots of the weeds. No 
doubt when the weeds are cut the mowers must trample some of them to death ; 
but the scythe passes over them, the weeds being cut some inches from the 
bottom, and they are not, as I had feared, sent floating down the water on the 
weeds to be smashed up at the mills. é 

In one case we pulled up the roots of a bunch of weeds which had been cut a 
few days before,'and found about twenty larve clinging to them, about jin. 
below the mud-line, Dredging the mud from ariver is very fatal to May Fles. 
And though I have been told on good authority that a great many larvee will 
find their way back to the river, I have also been told on good authority that 
on some rivers the May Fly has been destroyed for years, on long stretches of 
water where it was once abundant, by dredging operations. 

All this talk about the May Fly reminds me of a trick played on an old 
gentleman long years ago, by the younger members of a fishing party, which was 
successful and amused us all very much. There was a certain inn, which shall 
be nameless, at which a merry party, of which I was one, used always to 
assemble early in June for a week's fishing. We are all friends, and some of us 
never saw one another from year’s end to year’s end, except during 


this one week devoted to the May Fly. The water, a charming 
stream, could be fished by visitors to the inn at the rate of 
2s. 6d. a day. ‘The father of the party was always called the 


Captain, He was popularly supposed to have been in the Navy. It was 
not our habit ever to fish on Sundays ; but in the afternoon we used to take 
a walk in the meadows and spot fish, to which we paid diligent court on 
Monday morning. One year two strangers joined our party from London. 
They being accustomed to fish on Sunday, turned out in the afternoon, having 
sent their boys with rods, &c., down a back lane to the meadows, so as 
not to offend the inhabitants of the little town. The Captain had professed 
that he was very much shocked at their proceedings. They were some- 
what surprised, therefore, that soon after they had begun to fish 
the Captain turned up, and seemed to take a great interest in 
their doings, pointed out to them places where good fish lived, and 
stayed watching them the greater part of the afternoon. Of course, 
at dinner we accused the Captain of having been fishing, which 
he denied with a good deal of unnecessary warmth. We determined 
that if we were all there next year we would play him a trick. The 
Sunday of the following year happened to fall in the very middle of the May 
Fly, Our London friends went out to fish, and the Captain appeared very restless. 
“You really must not go fishing again on Sunday this year, sir,” said the youngest 
and most impudent of our party ; “for a man of your standing and venerable 
appearance it is quite shocking.” The Captain, who generally stood any amount 
of chaff in the most good-humoured way, was quite angry, and our impudent 
young friend saw plainly it would not do to say any more about it. 

Soon afterwards the Captain declared his intention of going for a walk, anda 
spy who was detailed to watch him reported that, though he had started with 
the apparent intention of walking into the country, he had turned down a lane 
into the meadows towards the river. Instantly a sharp little boy was summoned. 
A large basket, an enormous landing-net, and a long rod all rigged up with cast- 
ing-line and fly were given to him, and he was promised half-a-crown if he 
would hide somewhere, and when the Captain appeared from his walk at 
the lower end of the market-place he would march up close behind him to the 
hotel door without letting the Captain see him. We sat in the bay window and 


watched. After long waiting we were rewarded. Round the corner about a 
hundred yards off the Captain appeared, in faultless Sunday raiment. With 
head erect, with slow and solemn step he marched up the market-place. 
Suddenly from out of some doorway, or from round some corner, appeared the 
boy carrying all the fishing gear with which we had supplied him. Slowly and 
solemnly he marched along about three yards behind the Captain. When they 
reached the door of the inn a universal shout went up. 

“Oh, Captain, we thought you never fished on Sunday.” 

“T never do, you young rascals. What do you mean ?” 

‘Well, Captain, the next time you fish and want to deny it you had better 
send your boy home by the back lane.” 

With that he looked round. For a moment he stood still in utter confusion 
and amazement, and then he went for the boy. The boy was too quick for’ 
him, or Lam sure he would have had ever after a painful recollection of the 
Captain’s cane. And then the dear old man burst into a roar of laughter. 

“Tl pay you out for this some day, you young scaramouches,” he cried, as 
soon as he could speak ; but he never got a chance, and he bore no malice. 

C, HeEvir. 
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SUTHERLANDSHIRE—THE CIRCULAR ROUTE. 
ON THE NORTH COAST. 
(Continued from p. 2.) 
HAVING done to good purpose the cream of the waters attached to 


Melvich Hotel, our stay at that pleasant, airy spot on the hillside 
comes to an end. Accordingly, as arranged before, we drive west, 


ALONG THE NORTHERN SEABOARD, 


Our next rendezvous being the well-ordered, well-appointed, and 
commodious hotel at Tongue. Coaches we cannot wait, so in a con- 
veyance of “ Melvich’s,” drawn by a pair of fine bays, guided by the 
Hughie of profound cogitations, we are taken on to Bettyhill of 
Farr, at the mouth of the Naver, and there the horses of the Tongue 
hotel-keeper, fresh after a feed at Stewart’s little hostelry, are at once 
yoked, and away they go in grand style, carrying us in little over a 
couple of hours to our destination, on the shore of the fair Kyle, at 


the north end of the village of Tongue. 

Crowds of visitors, and from all parts of the realm, on account of its many 
attractions and the unique facilities it affords for varied angling, are attracted 
to Tongue every year. The hotel, ample for an ordinary. place, is often more 
than taxed to the utmost in the way of accommodation tbe while “ the season” 
is properly at its height. The excellence of the sea-trout angling in the Kyle of 
Tongue is now pretty generally known, and long as it was thought that only 
trolling could do deadly havoc, a knowledge of Donald McNicoll’s success with 
the fly on many occasions several years ago has led to others practising 
similarly, and, sooth to say, with much success. “The Claret and Mallard,” a 
Sutherland loch trout fly, described but a week or two ago in the GAZETTE, is by 
far the deadliest pattern of fly for the sea-trout of the Kyle. Its inyentor,, 
McNicoll, when exciseman at Tongue, used to have great success with it, and 
that, too, on many occasions when no other fly, or even the almost infallible 
sand eel, was of any use. By trolling, he had often from 201b. to 30Ib., but no 
take he ever had by this methed-approgched his crowning success with the fly. 
It was his good fortune, he tells us, ‘ during ‘a single tide one day- early in May 
to capture nine trout, weighing respectively 82, 8, 8, 73, 4, 4, 33, 3, and 2lb.”— 
total, 483lb. Not bad at all! He frequently had more trout, and sometimes 
even larger ones than the largest of those mentioned, but he never had a 
better average. More need not be said about the Kyle sea-trout angling—it 
is first-rate ; at times not to be surpassed. 

Besides on the Kyle, dozens and dozens of anglers have ample scope for the 
exercise of their skill on the waters in the neighbourhood of Tongue ; the lochs 
are so numerous that it is quite an impossibility for them to be overcrowded. 
The larger sheets of water carry boats, or, at least, one boat apiece. Some of the 
mere lochans are justly celebrated for their fine, pink-fleshed trout, and here we 
would venture the remark—hoping it may be useful—that much too frequently 
the angler confines his attention almost exclusively to the large sheets of water, 
and, unwittingly to his loss, ignores the less pretentious, but certainly much 
better sport-giving lochs. Than this there could be no greater mistake. Some 
anglers come with “ puff and blow” and a mighty swagger—‘ they know where 
to fish and all about it” ; but we unhesitatingly say this is all gammon—get a 
good gillie, use him well, get into his confidence, and sport of the first water is 
assured. In the chain of lakes—Loyal, Craggie, and Slam—superintending the 
river Borgie, trout, ferow, and char abound, and atcertain seasons grilse, salmon, 
and sea-trout are pretty plentiful in Loch Slam. Loch Caluim (Halm) is first- 
rate for beautiful trout, running from $lb. to #lb. on an average. Some of the 
lochs are remarkably long-seasoned—continuing excellent for sport from very 
early till very late in the season. In the early months large flies are most 
deadly, andit is always good policy to use large sizes when the lochs are full or 
much agitated, no matter what the time of the year ; but as the season wears 
on, and the fish get accustomed to “ the features and flies of the noble angler, 
and tremble for his cunning temptations,” it is highly important to resort to the 
use of small sizes and fine tackle on every occasion that the waters are low, and 
calm, or but slightly ruffled on the surface. A troutling—as bright a specimen 
as possible—is the best trolling bait. 

There is a rare combination of scenery in the neighbourhood of Tongue to 
delight the tourist. The Kyle, with its surroundings of stupendous rocks and 
lofty hills, presents to the eye a remarkable panorama of mountain and marine 
scenery. Ben Hope and Ben Loyal lend to the configuration of the country 
their graceful outlines, and the great cave of Thaisgill is a truly wonderful work 
of Nature. But what does the mere mention of these objects serve? Tongue 
and its surroundings must be seen to be appreciated. The places of interest in 
the locality can hardly be exhausted. To these excursions are arranged by the 
visitors, and seldom a day passes but a party sets out to do one or other of the 
“lions of the place.” Pe 

The next stage in the tour is Durness Hotel, which we duly reach by driving 
in a brake of the Tongue hotel-keeper’s to Portnacon Ferry, and there meeting 
a trap from Durness, which we had arranged for beforehand. This drive is a 
beautiful and interesting one—quite a treat to the lover of nature. It occupies 
about five hours, but could easily be done in four were it not for the delay 
occasioned in crossing the ferry at Tongue and at Erriboll. Durness is a 
romantic spot—keen and caller is the air, and the delightfully fresh greenness 
of the hills is a sight for sore eyes. The sea-trout angling in the Kyle is the 
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best free angling of the kind to be got in the North of Scotland during the sum- 
mer months. ‘he trout average exactly 12lb., and a basket of 20 trout to one 
rod in a day is quite a usual thing. Lochs Borlay and Crosspuil—lochs teeming 
with beautiful trout—are quite close at hand, and several other first-rate 
trouting lochs are within reasonable distance. 'The best months for Durness are 
June, July, and August. July is the choicest month for the sea pools—and it 
is in these pools that by trailing the natural sand-eel some of the most rattling 
sport of the whole year is got with the largest and finest of the sea-trout. 
Gillies and boatmen are always at hand when wanted. There is good sea- 
bathing in the neighbourhood. The hotel is most comfortable and in a nice 
situation. “ But, och, an it’s noo we maun lave Durness, and it’s awa’ doon 
Sooth (South) to Rhiconich she'll pe thinkin’ we'll need tae gang.” 

Rhiconich Hotel, decorated and “done up to the nines,” is now under the 
management of Mr, William Wallace—a genial, painstaking, and most obliging 
host. His tenancy is only newly begun ; but already he has earned a worthy 
reputation as a caterer to the tastes of his angling guests. Mr. MclIvor, the 
Duke’s factor, has been exceedingly fortunate in his selection of Mr. Wallace 
for Rhiconich. 

Attached to the hotel there is much excellent angling ; and the majority of 
the waters being late, Rhiconich stands out as an angler’s resort long after a 
vast number of other places are quite done for a season. The angling for salmon, 
grilse, and sea-trout in Loch Garbet Beg is let by the month at a very reasonable 
figure ; and in good weather, with the loch pretty full, excellent sport is 
invariably had. ‘There are several nice lochs in the locality, and within a mile 
or so of the hotel there is good angling for brown, black, and sea-trout. With 
all this and the ocean at the door—the romantic Loch Inchard—the Inchard 
river, sea-fishing, sea-bathing, touring, excursions, mountaineering, mountain 
air, whiffs and sniffs of the seabreeze, good food, good whisky, and comfortable 
quarters anyone, if not over pernicketty and bilious in the extreme, might, we 
should think, be thoroughly satisfied. 

Overscaig Hotel.—At last we are on the road for this celebrated rendezvous 
of the noble angler! We drive down to the bridge of the Laxford—the best 
river in Sutherland for grilse and sea-trout during the summer—then cut across 
country, pass through as fine a tract of varied scenery as there is in the whole 
county, and enjoying all and noting much of what we see, at length arrive at 
our last place of call in the Circular Tour. Overscaig has ever been one of the 
most popular angling centres in the North. It is situated well toward the 
upper—the best angling—end of Loch Shin, and within easy reach are Loch 
Merkland, Loch Griam, Loch Gorm—superior trout waters—the rivers Garvie 
and Merkland, and two or three hill lochans containing thumpers of trout. A 
fortnight would not be too great a length of time to spend at Overscaig ; but, 
alas! our time is up, and we must push on. Lairg we at length reach by driving 
along the north shore of Loch Shin, and here we finish the Circular Tour, stow 
aside goggies, oilskins, and slouch hats—what guys !—trig and trim ourselves 
up ; but, alas for our efforts tolook presentable !—we are shaggy, horny, and fierce 
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' In appearance as a Highland steer, and in this interesting state we make our 


debit to the ladies at the dinner-table in the Sutherland Arms Hotel. 








ANGLING FOR BREAM. 


IF you recollect, in my last letter I told you that, as arule, a long 
rod was quite unnecessary when angling for bream, for, by drawing 
down line from the rings, I can always get a float properly shotted 
quite far enough out for ordinary purposes—weeds or no weeds— 
without a pellet, though a pellet acts as an excellent groundbait, and 
if not too heavy} enables the angler to get a float out further than 
when casting in the Nottingham style. 

_ Unless you are an adept at throwing from the reel, there is nothing like coil- 
ing the line carefully on the ground if you wish to get outa longer distance 
than ordinary ; in fact, I know a Nottingham angler who adopts this plan to 
get out long distances with a float without a pellet ; and an angler using a run- 
ning line can always play a fish better, and is far more likely to capture his fish, 
even where the shores are fringed with weeds, &c., than an angler when using 
along rod without a reel, and more especially when he has to unship one or two 
pieces and pitch them on the ground. To me this would be an intolerable 
nuisance, and when using very fine tackle with a tight line, large bream, in their 
first mad, quick rush to escape, often break away ; and though I must admit 
that you can strike a fish better (even roach) with a long rod with the point 
held well over the float, in the case of bream-fishing I still prefer the shorter 
Weapon, as in three bites out of four there is always plenty of time to strike. 
If you elect to use a pellet, it need not be a quarter the size of the ordinary 
pellet (the actual size must, of course, depend upon the distance you wish to 
throw or cast, and this knowledge can only be acquired by experience) ; if you 
want to get out 15 or 20 yards, and you-cannot do so by drawing down line from 
the rings, a pellet about one-fifth the size of the ordinary pellet of groundbait 
will be found sufficient ; if 25 or 30 yards,a piece a quarter the size would 
probably be required ; and so on—i.e., when throwing in the Thames style and 
using a fine line, for in these cases a thick, heavy, coarse line is quite out of 
place and comparatively useless. 

The Fod.—1 have seen every sort of rod uesd for bream-fishing, from 6ft. to 
23ft. in length ; but in my humble opinion the rod should be from 10ft. to 12ft. 
in length, neither too stout nor too whippy, well balanced, light and lissome, but 
not top-heavy. A Nottingham roach or light corking rod is the weapon I should 
recommend, with a good yard of round, strong, but fine gut, two No. 8 ori9 
hooks for small worms, said hooks being about Sin. or 10in. apart, and the lowest 
shot 1din. at least from the wpper hook. For larger worms, a No. 7, or even a 
No. 6, with a longer shank, should be used, as you can put on a lob, &c., so much 
easier and better. Iam not an advocate of large hooks, and decidedly prefer a 
No. 8 or 9, and using smaller worms. a 

Float Pishing.—For pond-fishing always let this be as small as possible, and to 
fish thus on the bottom, with the float cocking in the ordinary way (a method I 
invariably follow in still waters—to my fancy the process is much more interest- 
ing), all you have to do is to put the float deep enough to allow the bait to rest 
well on the bottom, yet sufficiently shallow for the lowest shot to miss it. 
Example : If the water is 7ft.deep, and you place your float 7ft. Gin. from the 
lowest shot, then your bait, or baits, musi be on the bottom, and for this reason 
have the bottom shot at least 15in. from the hook, personally ;I prefer it 18in. or 
20in., because the mere fact of the bait thus resting on the bottom has little or no 
influence on the float, and when a bite occurs everything is in favour of the 
angler, for there is very little resistance when a fish takes the bait, and the 
moment the float begins to “run,” tilt, and glide on the surface, sinks, or even 
rises up and falls flat, I think the angler should strike. 

Float Rising.—Some one has somewhere stated that one reason why the float 
often rises and ‘falls flat is because, a bream being a round-bellied fish, when it 
picks up the bait, and then assumes its natural position to eat it, although 


the belly of the fish may touch the ground, the head and tail are some distance 
off it, and hence the shots and sinkers are lifted, and the float, instead of being 
pulled down, is thrown up. Ishould be very sorry to contradict such a state- 

ment ; but of all fish that will make a float rise in the most extraordinary and 
ghost-like manner commend me to small bream and tench, for though the 
former fish are in the habit of boring down on the bait, they have alsoa singular 
habit of rising and backing with the bait towards the surface, also rising with 
the bait mouth uppermost, and shortly after this occurs, especially in still, dead 
waters where the bait scarcely moves, the weight of the shots are taken off the 
float as the bream is in the act of rising, either head or tail first, and the float 
cannot possibly help rising and falling flat, precisely the same as a stick, rail, 
&ce., will rise when suddenly released from the bottom, pop partly out of the 
waiter, and fall flat on the surface. I have repeatedly seen bream do this with 
the bait. On account of the bream thus elevating its body, for some little 
time there is no displacement of the shots ; but as the fish continues its upward 
progress it begins to pull the lower shots towards the surface, and the float falls 
flat upon the water, as is often the case when tench and small rudd bite in 
this peculiar manner. The moment this occurs the angler should strike. 

Striking.—When using a pellet, a medium-sized pelican or swan quill will be 
found quite large enough. The shots will always be straight under the float, 
and there must of necessity be a little slack line ; but unless the float is taken 
under like lightning by a “bit of tin” or a small roach, in nine cases out of ten 
the angler, if he carefully takes up his rod, or if he, on the first indication of a 
bite, winds up the little loose line so as not to interfere with the movement of 
the float, will have plenty of time to strike a fish, whether the float quietly 
sinks, runs, or dips, or rises and falls flat as stated above ; in fact, he may even 
pull the little loose line just taut, and strike his fish with both hands, as it were, 
holding the line in either his right or left hand, whichever is most convenient, 
for pond fish are generally slow in their biting. If an angler, when ledgering 
for bream in a pond or lake, can strike a fish forty or fifty yards from the shore 
with the greatest ease, then I can see no reason why he should not be able to do 
so when using a float twenty or twenty-five yards from the shore, where the 
ordinary 24ft. roach pole would be of no use whatever in consequence of the 
water being too shallow, for in both cases the bait is right on the bottom, and 
the fish can take it as easily in one case as the other, and as you always have 
the float to guide you in the matter of striking, in my opinion, fewer bites 
should be lost. I speak as I find. , 

Tight Corking.—In tight corking for bream the line should never be allowed 
to fall in the water, the same as it often is when floating or roving for barbel. 
When the float is being held perfectly still at one particular spot, as it should be 
when tight corking proper (precisely similar when stret-pegging for dace with a 
quill float), there is no necessity for any line to be in the water, for the angler 
should know where the bream lie, and in ninety-nine cases out of every hundred 
the swim or hole can be reached without the least disturbance, the line being 
held perfectly taut in a direct line from the rod-top to the float, both when it is 
travelling steadily down and when it has arrived at the precise spot the angler 
wishes it to stay. If the eddy, slack, or hole is on a large scale, quite as many 
bream may be captured whilst the float is “ working down” the swim as when 
it is being held still after it has reached its destination; and the reason 
of this is—sometimes bream, like perch, prefer a moving bait. On the 
other hand, I have seen an angler allow his float to travel so fast that 
it was simply impossible for a bream to seize the bait unless its mouth 
had been wide open and the worm had dropped in, and that in a 
swim where good bream could often be taken in the height of summer, when 
light ledgering from the bank, and when they had plenty of time to take the 
bait ; therefore, never forget that when tight corking for bream, barbel, &c., 
either from a boat or the bank, the line should always be taut and in a direct 
line from the rod-top to the float, and when a bite occurs, strike with a short, 
sharp twitch of the rod-top up stream. 

Distance of Float from the Rod—Some anglers prefer the float to 
be one distance from the rod, and some another; but from 5 to 
10 yards is a good length, especially in very powerful streams. But if 
the angler uses the proper rod and tackle, there should be less difficulty 
in striking a bream with the float 15 or 20 yards from the rod than there 
is when roving for barbel with a long length of line in the water in a run down, 
say, of 40 or 50 yards, for you willsee at a glance that it is quite impossible for 
any angler to prevent his line falling in the water when paying it out con- 
tinuously from the reel without the slightest check on the float as it swims 
gracefully along. And I may just say, in passing, how he is going to keep his bait 
and shots in front of his float under such circumstances as these passes my com- 
prehension, especially as the current near the surface is about as quick 
again as it is near the bottom —TI fail to see how; but in spite of the 
float being such an immense distance from the rod-top, and so much line in the 
water, his line is so light and fine, the float and tackle so beautifully adapted 
to the steady stream, he has no difficulty in keeping his 40 or 50 yards of Derby 
twist pretty straight from his rod-top to his float. In short, he is so prepared in 
every way, and so marvellously attentive and alert, that when his red-tipped 
quill, sailing so gracefully along, fairly sinks with a lightning-like but well- 
studied stroke, that often makes the water hiss again, he sends the hook home, 
and plays his fish in such a manner that by the time it is wound up within a few 
feet of his rod the 6lb. or 8lb. barbel, &c., is thoroughly beaten, and the battle 
won. : 

(To be continued.) 





DRY-FLYING AND WET-FLYING. 
* SIX 0’ ONE AND HALF-A-DOZEN 0’ THE OTHER.” 


THERE is a notion afloat amongst southern anglers that to fish with 
a dry fly means that the fisherman has attained to perfection in his 
art. As an outsider, a sort of “ Looker-on,” like my friend Mr. 
Pritt, and a North-Country angler, I should like to say a few words 
on this subject. I have tried the dry fly, and though by no means 
an adept, I am bound to say that I believe I could soon conquer 
the art; but Ihave no time, and, also, I am growing older day by 
day, and generally go North for health sake once a year. Now, at 
one time, before I ever saw an expert using a dry fly, I used to 
think the art something marvellous, and no doubt sometimes it is 
brought up to a high pitch of perfection ; but I should like to say 
a few words all the same, to show that dry fly is not everything. 

First of all, we poor, misguided North-Countrymen are continually being told 
that we can’t catch fish in Kentish, or Hampshire, or other chalk streams, where 
the water is “as clear as gin,” and so forth. Well, we don’t brag that we can 
till we get familiar with the streams and novel methods ; and I believe that a 
distinct method has to be used—e.g., dry fly—to achieve real success in some of 
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these streams. And yet, with all their boasting, do not the large majority of 
such men fish rivers preserved with care? Are the banks ever clad by the 
cobbler, the tailor, and the other artisans of the neighbouring villages, men who 
fish well, and who know the water to perfection, as we so often see in bonnie 
Scotland, the south in particular ? Why, your fat alderman trout has not seen 
an artificial fly since last season ; and when the May Fly comes up he ought to 
be fairly keen, save that he is lazy and fat, and requires to have his appetite 
tickled, if not with a mock turtle, with mock May Fly. Now, I confess that 
this same May Fly has given me a good deal of food for speculation. What 
more gauzy wings are to be found! and yet, at the best, we find the imitators 
using good-sized feathers ; and we North men wonder that trout so ‘awfully 
shy” ever take the fly, even floating, and when sunk, it amazes us ! 

Now for the mode. A man marks down a rising fish, and goes below it. He 
throws, and perhaps at the first cast, perhaps at the end of half an hour, the 
lubberly rascal either sucks in the fly lazily or rises with a roll like a porpoise, 
and gets pricked, or perhaps hooked. Now I respect the fly fishermen who 
adopt this method, and I entirely agree with them that for the sluggish streams 
of the South there is no method so good for general use. Doubtless there are 
days, or parts of days, when trout may and do take the fly sank better than 
when afloat, but the exception only proves the rule. Now for the skill. Granted 
that a wet-fly fisherman knows how to throw a good clean line, what is to prevent 
him acquiring the art? I have seen some men fishing with the wet fly, and 
who were reckoned good dry-fly men, whose tail-fly did not always go out 
straight ; and it made me think at times that the best cast for a big, fat Test 
trout was not the “cleanest,” straightest cast, for there, the fish being sometimes 
directly above the fisherman at times, he is apt to see the gut line before he 
views the fly, and it is humiliating to think that apparently the premier cast, in 
the opinion of the trout, might be—and why not ?—one where the end fly, instead 
of going straight out and up stream, doubled back at right angles to the rest of 
the line, and so floated past the trout’s very nose without his seeing the gut 
attached to his “ mock turtle” at all. 

I once very carefully watched a man then famous for his takes on many a 
Southern river, and I noted how often his line fell back, and I said to myself, 
‘He may be a cannon in his own county, but he is only a blunderbuss here!” 
and so I let him fire away—he did no damage. Since then I have seen some 
men fishing dry fly with small-sized duns, and 1 own, with the greatest possible 
pleasure, that their fishing gave me the liveliest satisfactioa—one man in 
particular on the Itcken, who fished beautifully. There was no mistake about 
it when a man really was perfect, not when he simply had “a name.” Stili, I 
could not but think that I had seen North-Country anglers in no way inferior 
in point of skill, though adopting different tactics to foil the cunning of the 
enemy in the North. ‘This leads me at once into a delightful field of speculative 
inquiry. Why is it, if trout are so shy and the waters are so clear, that men 
use, in order to float a fly—even one of ordinary small size—such a huge bundle 
of feathers for both wings and legs ; that, in order to produce their counterpart 
in nature, one would need to lay about 50 flies one on top of the other, and then 
squeeze them flat, and even then the bunch of feathers would be by far the most 
apparent ? I had some once sent to me by “ Holland,” who of all men knows 
how to tie a real “floater,” and, to my North-Country eye, they were anatomical 
monstrosities and absurdities. 

Well, then, how comes it that the trout rise to them if they are so very shy 
and the water so very clear? Let us take a much-fished Northern river, where 
the trout see the fly floating overhead. Does any sane man mean to assure me 
that the dry-fly fisherman, with his “ monster” on, would kill more than the 
skilled artist, whose fly is floated close to, but not on, the surface, never allowed 
to dwell or sink whilst the rise is fairly on? His fly, with thin, spare wings, 
and a turn or two of soft, delicate hackle, can’t float beyonda second or so ; and 

et, reverse the conditions, and our skilled North-Countryman, fishing over your 
well-fed Alderman, would not, I presume, have a chance. against the Southern 
adept with his dry fly. Brothers, it is pleasant to shake hands ‘‘and agree to 
disagree” in such matters. We havea Scotch proverb germane to the point at 
issue : “ Ilka cock craws on its ain midden-heid.” (Trans.—Kvery cock crows 
on the top of his own dung-hill.) Oh! that some good men and true from the 
Fly-Fishers’ Club would form themselves intoa committee of inquiry into these 
matters. How delighted would Northern anglers be to give every assistance to 
Southern dry-fly fishermen! This Ican vouch for. And I daresay the Southern 
would accord a good-humoured welcome to North-Country anglers who came to 
try conclusions with flies of airiest garments and gut of the finest, whilst their 
friends were trying over a wily old ‘Tweed trout the dry fly—of Hants—lots of 
feathers, and “a good floater.” 

People speak too much about the clearness of the water, because they look 
on the water in a very foolish way. If the bottom is chalk, the water 
looks clear ; whereas the clearest of water looks dark with a bottom of 
dark clay or peat. 

May I ask, did any observant man ever see Tweed trout rising during a 
smail flood, when the water looks like peasoup 2? Ihave, often. At Monksford, 
a streamy pool above Dryburgh, of medium depth, and perfect for fly-fishing, 
when the river is a little swollen, I remember, many years ago, finding the flies 
floating down the surface, and the trout rising keenly at them, the water quite 
muddy. Iwas accompanied by one or two friends. We waded in amongst the 
trout, who seemed to be feeding as well as trout could do, and we imitated the 
fly as nearly as possible, and kept casting, first over this trout and then over that, 
with very humiliating results. They could easily detect false from true. Again, 
on the subsidence of a good flood, when the river had assumed a fine porter 
colour, how fatal to success it is if a bright sun and white clouds is the order 
of the day! The birth of flies comes on, and then we go ‘‘at them,” without a 
moment’s cessation ; but too often we find that the result all over the river has 
been equally indifferent. With a “ grey ” sky and “ porter” water, we have the 
prospect of a real good day. Therefore, I always feel that Southern anglers 
speak too much of their “ gin,” which is mainly a drawback in stalking the prey ; 
for, I believe, in Southern rivers where weeds abound and trout are large (and 
my authority was poor Francis Francis), that good, stout casting-lines and good- 
sized hooks have to be used, and when the fish comes you have (to use his own 
words to me) “to yerk it into him,” and hold on, else he is amongst the weeds 
and—good-bye ! 

The same tackle and flies used on our much-fished Northern rivers, where the 
water is not so “gin-like” in its transparency (I am not speaking of out- 
lying and wild highland rivers, seldom or ever fished for trout by good anglers), 
and the result would be complete failure, save in the early spring, before trout 
are in condition, and even then questionable. 

Just allow me to take a Southern angler with me in May or June down the 
banks of some lowland Scotch river, not too rapid, and find the trout rising. 
Happy would I be could he show me by practical results that the dry fly filled 
a creel when the best of Northern anglers went away sorrowful—as is so often the 
case with many of my own personal friends. Now and then he might “ crow,” 
but I guess not too often. 

There are very few things more delightful in theory than floating a dry fly, 
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and seeing it sucked down by a trout which refuses a wet fly in a hard-fished 
Northern river. But how comes it that such paradoxies exist as the following : 
Brownish water, broken, wild Scotch trout, more or less hungry and active, ill- 
fed and lean, and the “feed” comes on, and yet—bother him !—whilst he sucks 
down flies as fast as he can, he won't touch my imitations! And try him with 
a “bunch,” a fat, bunchy dry fly, and he will be found in the neighbouring 
parish before you can count sixty. Then take the opposite view : Sluggish 
stream, clear as gin, trout shy, well-fed, lazy, and fat. Feed comes on, say, deli- 
cate Pale Dun ; Southern angler uses twice or three times the amount of wing 
and hackle, and the fat and shy trout actually seems to like it, and is accordingly 
caught. All thisis very curious, and very well worth inquiring into. Southern 
anglers cannot understand our dismay, and even disgust, on a North-Country 
river, where trout require the finest drawn gut, thinnest wires, and gauziest 
dressing, when a book full of flies is handed to us, with the kind request to take 
a few for trial ; or, as once happened to me, with a courteous request that I 
should choose out of the book flies suitable to the river for the angler himself. 

I remember a stranger doing this once on the Tummel. He and his keeper 
had fished it for years, and even with a boat he could seldom succeed in getting 
good baskets. When he arrived at his lodge that spring he told his boatman that 
she should like to speak to me, and I, glad to be of any assistance, went down to 
his boat. To his inquiry, “ Have you had any sport to-day?” I said, ‘ Well, 
not very good,” and showed him my basket. 

“Not good!” he said. ‘“ Why, I never get such a basket, never! Would you 
kindly look over my book, and tell me what you think of my flies ?” 

I said, “ Am I to be honest or polite ?” And he said, “ Honest, of course.” So, 
after perusal, I said, ‘ Well, if you gave me your entire stock of flies I don't 
think I should ever use a dozen of them. Too much wing, body, and hackles, 
wires too black and too thick, &c.” 

I dressed him some flies, and I also took him out one entire day, and did all I 
could. I afterwards heard that a guest of his, whom I had frequently seen 
fishing from the opposite bank, a Derbyshire fisherman, who did nothing but 
fish from one year’s end _ to the other, and who had been a visitor almost every 
season, had once said, “ Well, L , it’s no use to speak about it, but the trout 
are not in the river ; for, if they were, I would be certain to get them.” I say 
that this guest, who was then on a visit, got mercilessly chaffed by his friend, 
L , who told him that, having been out with me, and having seen me at 
work, there was no longer any room for doubt; for the trout were not only 
there, but that I was taking almost daily good baskets, and with the fly only. 

My very last visit to that neighbourhood was worthy of note. The day before 
I arrived Mr. L , who had been at his shooting lodge for a month, had left 
in disgust. His boatman, Hugh—and there never was a better man in a boat— 
when he saw me arrive, said: * Well, Mr. Tod, I don’t think you'll do much this 
time!” And I said, “Why?” “ Well,” he said, “the water is very dow and full 
of green slime, hanging to the stones; also the weather is bitterly cold, with 
showers of snow” (in June !). 

I really thought with him that Iwas “up a tree” ; but still I went out as 
usual next morning, and the weather was so awfully cold that T left off about 
four o'clock, and came bask. When J returned Hugh was waiting with a trium- 
phant look on his face ; and, in answer to his sarcastic query, I said, carelessly, 
‘Put your hand under my basket,” and then his face grew ‘‘as long as a fiddle.” 
I had taken with small, barely-dressed flies and fine gut 16lb. of beautiful 
trout—not including my basket, which weighed other 2b. 

I didn’t hear so much after that of the low state of the water and green 
slime, &c.; but I thought, had Mr. L but seen my basket, he would have 
stayed for a few days’ fishing, and no man would have been more delighted than 
I to have shown him why my basket was full, when his, for a month, had never 
been full—once. 

And yet Southern anglers are apt to look down upon us North-Countrymen. 
Pray, let themdoso—when they can beat us at catching our Worth Country trout / 
There must be something in both methods, and I have already confessed that on 
sluggish Southern rivers I have much to learn. But why, oh! why, good 
piscators, are these things so ? E. M. Top. 
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“A LAY OF LOCH LEVEN.” 


THI little volume is “dedicated to the members of the St. Mungo 
Angling Club, Glasgow, in appreciation of their merits as anglers 
and their worth as men.” The “Lay” was originally written to 
read to the members at one of their monthly meetings witbout idea 
of publication ; but the members of the St. Mungo know how to 
appreciate a good thing, and unanimously voted its immediate 
publication. The “ Lay” opens appropriately enough with a spirited 
description of hapless Queen Mary’s imprisonment in the “ Old 
Grey Keep,” so familiar to all who fish Loch Leven, and the stirring 
times it hag witnessed. But— 
“ Away have passed these elder days, 

So oft the theme of minstrel’s lays ; 

No clash of arms, no courtly strife, 

Now thrills the minstrel’s harp with life ; 

Sweet peace now crowns the sparkling tide 

Of Leven’s swell, the angler’s pride ; 

Yet doughty deeds and feats of skill 

Still rouse the muse—with heart and will, 

To tell of quest through drift and bay,— 

Of such I sing. Come! list the lay.” 
And although referring chiefly to the doughty deeds and peculiarities 
of members of the St. Mungo Club, the “ Lay” is well worth 
listening tog in fact, it is the most successful attempt of the kind 
with which we are acquainted, well imagined, smoothly and often 
gracefully written, with a vein of quiet humour and absence of that 
vulgarity which so often disfigures angling verse. 
are fairly good, the portraits decidedly clever, 
characteristic. 


and evidently 
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HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS,—These world-renowned remedies are confidently recom- 
mended to miners, navvies, and all who have to work underground, or where noxious atmospheres 
exist, The minute particles of coal or metal which permeate the air in such places tend to block up 
the lungs and air-tubes, giving rise to bronchitis, asthma, and palpitation of the heart. In Holloway’s 
remedies will be foundasafe and easily-used medicament, for the penetrating properties of the Ointment 
relieve the local congestions and the mildly laxative effects of the Pills cause the liver to act freely, 
and the breath to become unembarrassed. By early resort to these remedies many a serious illness 
may be averted, and soundness of health maintained. 





* «A Lay of Loch Leven.” By William 0’ ye West. Glasgow : Robert Forrester, 
1, Royal Exchange-square. s 


The illustrations | 


een eidieeaibteees eee 














Juuty 9, 1887. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 19 


SSS Eee 


NOTES. 


Mr. C. Fercusson, fishing the reserved water on Loch Tay on Tuesday in last 

week, had the largest basket of trout ever taken on the loch—viz., 37 brage, 

weighing 41lb. ; 14 of the fish weighed 12lb. This speaks well for the stock 

of trout, and for Mr. F.’s skill. 
8 % % % & 

Workmen are employed in the preparatory work for a new railway-bridge a 
short distance below Putney Bridge. At low tide a beautiful spring of fresh 
water was noticed bubbling up on the Surrey side, and this pure drink has been 
appreciated by the thirsty workmen. The wonder is that the spring had not 
been previously discovered. 

* ° ® e s 

Mr. J. W. de Caux, of Great Yarmouth, author of “The Herring and the 
Herring Fishery,” &c., has just published, through Messrs. A. and W. Huke, of 
Great Yarmouth, at the price of 4d., a little work in verse which graphically 
and faithfully describes the adventurous life of the North Sea fisherman. We 
do not know a better picture of this interesting subject than is to be found in 
these simple verses. 

* % tt ° % 

As everything seems upside-down this year in the way of weather, we may 
reasonably expect a wet August, and, in consequence, some good sea-trout- 
fishing may be had by the many whose holidays take place during what is usually 
the driest month of the twelve. It is in August that most of us look forward 
to a few weeks’ rest by some trout stream, lake, river, or the sea, and in August 
it is that our hopes are usually blasted by a long, continual drought. How 
often does it happen that, a few days after returning to work, we get a letter 
from Jones, Brown, or perhaps Robinson, telling us that the rain has come at 
last—that the river has been in spate two days, and is now full of sea-trout 
and salmon? “Our usual luck!” we mutter, and feel envious of our friends 
for at least twenty-four hours. But this year, at any rate, there seems a chance 
of something better than usual during the summer holidays. 

& % % 


The reports from the rivers have been unprofitable reading of late, both 
bottom-fishers and fly-fishers grumbling mightily about the dry weather. There 
is one good thing about a long spell of fine weather: most fish, though very 
difficult to catch, feed fairly well through it. For the past month, for instance, on 
most waters a good rise of trout in the early morning and late evening could always 
be reckoned on with certainty. In the daytime fly-fishing has been out of the 
question, for the trout will not feed during the heat of the day, except in a few 
shady, quiet nooks where it is most difficult to cast a fly. One of the very best 
flies to use in the late evening just at present on Southern streams is a very 
large brown moth. The natural fly may usually be seen flitting along near the 
sedge soon after sundown, and forms a big, toothsome morsel much appreciated 
by large trout. When it is on the water it is far more killing than the “ Coach- 
ae % % & st co 

Very few perch seem to have been taken at present. The most killing bait 
during this hot weather is a nicely-scoured red worm, on fine float-tackle, let 
quietly down in holes among the weeds. It need hardly be said that to plumb 
the depth first means scaring the fish. The worm need not go to the bottom. 
Every hole, if not more than a foot in diameter, should be tried. Among 
water-lily leaves, just on the edge of the stream, isa very likelyspot. If pater- 
nostering with the minnow is attempted, it will not, as a rule, be found much 
use, except where the water is of moderate depth, and swift. The tackle used 
should be of very different substance to the paternoster of autumn and winter. 
The gut should be justa little thicker thanis used for roach,and the hooks must be 
small ones. Smal] hooks for perch-fishing are sometimes the cause of fish being 
lost ; but, on the other hand, if the usual perch hook is presented to the fish 
during the hot summer months, the results will be anything but satisfactory. 
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A very favourite summer bait with some perch-fishers is the freshwater 
shrimp which is found in most brooks, and particularly in those containing 
watercress. It is used on very fine paternoster or float-tackle. Many fish will 
take it besides perch. Whenever it can be obtained it should be tried, as the 
perch will often take it when they utterly ignore the minnow. It has been 
found to BiW er particularly well on the Lower Thames. ‘ 

si 

As soon as we get the long-expected rain some big takes of barbel will prob- 
ably be reported. The Trent anglers have been getting barbel lately on the 
caddis bait, which might be tried with advantage in some of those swims where 
the barbel may be seen in numbers, but apparently never feed. A friend of ours 
once tackled one of these unprofitable swims in a very determined way, throwing 
in many thousand worms for days in succession, and looked forward to a mighty 
take of barbel. The place was a celebrated one for trout, and when he 
came to fish it he caught numbers of them in a short time, and re- 
turned the large majority of them. Some barbel “were caught, but not 
more than five or six, of moderate size, and these, on being cut open, seemed to 
have totally ignored the diet of worms which had been provided for them, for 
their interiors contained nothing but green slime. 
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It hardly seems likely that these barbel took none of the worms thrown in, 
for it would be a most extraordinary coincidence if they took the hook-bait and 
ignored the rest. Possibly the barbel has the power (sometime attributed to 
the salmon) of clearing out its stomach as soon as it feels itself in a difficulty. 

® 8 2 a 


“The steam-launch season has begun” were the ominous words which met 
our eyes on taking up an evening paper the other day. A steam-launch had run 
down a rowing-boat near Isleworth, and a lady had been drowned. In the 
article on this sad occurrence were some very sarcastic comments on the energy 
displayed by the Conservators of the Thames in taxing, marking, and otherwise 
regulating rowing-boats, while the steam-launch demon was left to do as it 
pleased. In framing their new by-laws, the Conservators had a great oppor- 
tunity for making some useful regulations as to the speed and conduct of 
launches ; but to all remarks on the subject they only replied that they con- 
sidered the existing law sufficient. The fact is, many riparian owners possess 
launches, and the riparians carry great weight on the Board. Ina few years 
time it will be found absolutely necessary to stop the running of launches after 
dark, and to determine’the rate of speed at which they may steam. 

% ES % % 


‘Messrs. G. Little and Co., 63, Haymarket, London, send us one of their new 
illustrated catalogues, very neatly got up, and containing illustrations of the 
principal novelties brought out by the firm, including Mr, Bonham-Carter’s fly- 
box, the Itchen fly-box, &c. Messrs, Little have now a splendid stock of rods 
and tackle of all descriptions, and we can assure any angler who calls at 63, 
Haymarket, that they will get every attention as well as first-class goods at 


moderate prices. This firm gives special attention to the requirements of 
anglers in India. 
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CARLISLE OTTER HOUNDS IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Last week the Carlisle otter hounds had some capital sport in Northumber- 
land. They left Carlisle on Monday for North Tyne in charge of Mr. G. 
Thompson, a well-known and enthusiastic member of the hunt, and received a 
cordial welcome at Hawkup from Mr. and Mrs. Hedley, who put up both hunts- 
man and hounds and a few friends, ready for the commencement of business at 
an early hour next morning. In accordance with the excellent old fashion, the 
pack and its followers turned out by daybreak, and cast off at Otterstone Leigh, 
about fifteen miles above Bellingham. The rendezvous somewhat belied its 
name, as not a sniff of an otter was there to be found ; and as hounds and meu 
trudged along the riverside for nearly fifteen miles, the only sounds to awaken 
the local echoes were the crack of the whip and the sound of Tom’s horn. 
Before reaching Bellingham some old footmarks were discovered, but they were 
unattractive ; and both hounds and men were fed at Bellingham. This incident 
seemed to revive the spirits as well as the physical forces of both men and 
hounds, and soon after the river was entered again a splendid drag was taken 
up the North Tyne for half a mile, ending with a set atadrain. The terriers 
were put in, but the drain seemed to have so many branches that it was quite 
impossible to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion whether the otter was still there 
or had taken his departure elsewhere. ‘ Forward” was again the word, and a 
cold drag was taken up at Redesmouth. It was now getting towards midday, 
and under the beaming sun hunting was somewhat difficult ; but the hounds 
persevered for two miles up the Rede water, taking up the drag at rapid inter- 
vals, and finally making a splendid set in a drain. Engineering operations were 
now commenced with a view to dislodge the otter. Hole after hole was 
dug, and the game little terrier, Wiggie, was put in time after time to 
explore the subterranean regions, he being the only small dog which could do 
the necessary creeping. For five hours this exploration continued without 
much encouragement ; but at the,end of that time a loud splash was heard in 
the water in the drain, and fears were entertained that the game little terrier 
had come to an untimely end. But in a moment all anxiety was relieved. 
Wiggie came out without a scratch upon him, and the otter bolted after him 
into the open. The huntsman and his assistants now gathered the hounds 
together, and kept them away from the hole, which was fifty yards from the 
river, in order to let the game get fairly into the water before the hunt com- 
menced. No account had, however, been taken of the terriers who remained 
near the hole from which the otter made his bolt, and some of them had rather 
a hot time of it. The otter knocked over a few of the Tyne terriers ; but Spot 
and Tinker tackled him near the river edge in about a foot of water, and rolled 
over and over with him until the hounds came up. The pack would have made 
rapid work with the otter at this stage of the proceedings had it not been for 
the interposition of two North Tyne lads, who pulled the “ varmint” away,and 
threw him into deep water. Then an exciting hunt followed for about an 
hour, during which several of the hounds were a good deal bitten in their 
attempts to worry the game. he encounter was, however, brought to a con- 
clusion by Rockwood seizing the otter with an unrelenting grip, and holding 
ing him fast till the rest of the hounds gathered round him and finished him. 
He proved to be a fine dog otter 26lb. in weight. Colonel Fife Cookson kindly 
invited the huntsmen and hounds to stay all night at his residence, and to con- 
tinue hunting on Thursday. The courteous invitation was accepted, and on 
Thursday morning the hounds cast off at Bellingham Bridge, in the presence of 
about 200 people. They tried down to Chollerford, but nothing worth record- 
ing was done. The otter killed on Tuesday, it may be added, was presented to 
Mrs. Hedley, and the members of the hunt, who had partaken of the hospitalities 
dispensed so freely at Hawkup and at Colonel Cookson’s house returned home 
with a very pleasant recollection of the visit of the Carlisle otter hounds to 
the North Tyne. 











OTTER HUNTING IN YORKSHIRE. 


Tue Kendal Otter Hounds concluded a fortnight’s hunting in Yorkshire on 
Friday with a splendid hunt. The first week included three fixtures in the 
river Nidd ; but beyond finding a bitch otter and three young cubs (which were 
left undisturbed), nothing was done in this river. Last week the meets were on 
the river Wharfe, and at each there were hundreds of spectators and exciting 
sport. Otter hunting is a novelty in Yorkshire, there not being a single pack 
of otter hounds in the county of “broad acres.” On Tuesday, an otter welgh- 
ing 22]b. was killed at Ilkley. The meet on Friday was at Bolton Abbey—a 
place noted for otters, and where one was killed by the Kendal pack last year. 
Before proceeding far an otter bolted from a tree root, to the excitement of a 
“field” of over 200. The water-dog was hunted in the deep water for two 
hours, being frequently viewed. Several times the hounds collared their prey ; 
but the otter, after a sharp fight, liberated itself. At the finish a pitched battle 
took place in mid-stream, when the otter made a plucky bid for life ; he was, 
however, handicapped in point of numbers, and had to succumb. The otter 
proved a dog, weighing 2231b. A terrier, Nora, was much mauled by the otter. 
This is the sixth kill this season, There are a large number of otters in the 
river Wharfe. 





THE DROUGHT.—WHOLESALE DESTRUCTION OF FisH AT EXETER.—There was a 
decided drop in the thermometer yesterday, and rain fell in a slight shower shortly 
after mid-day, the weather generally showing indications towards a change. The 
state of the river yesterday between Exe Bridge and Trew’s Weir was deplorable. 
The leats being cleaned out, the offensive accumulations were discharged into the 
main stream, where there was not a sufficient current to carry them off, and a 
wholesale destruction of fish followed. The river last evening abounded with the 
remains of poisoned fish, and such a general clearance must have been made that it 
will be all up with the rod and line for the rest of the summer, The only inhabitants 
of the river that survived the contamination were the eels, and these came all to 
the surface ina sickly condition, falling an easy prey to the dozens of men and boys 
who sought them. Along the banks of the river and in the leats eels were caught 
by the hundredweight, and were subsequently disposed of at market prices, although 
they could hardly be considered wholesome as food. The scene in the leats in the 
afternoon was one of great activity. Men waded through the water up to the middle 
in pursuit of the wherewithal to fill their baskets, bags, kettles, frying pans, 
colanders, and other articles of domestic use. They were amateur Zebedees who 
searched for their prey merely for profit. Some of them armed themselves with 
hoop-iron, others carried snips, and one or two used nets both large and small, the 
result of the combined operations being an exceedingly heavy eatch. Some of the 
eels were very fine.— Western Times, July 7. 

CIGARETTES.—The best cigarettes in the market are those manufactured from the finest Dubec 
and Suluck Tobaccos by the PRIMROSK CIGARETTE Co., Aldgate Chambers, Aldgate, London, E.O, 


Order direct from the Company. In two sizes : No.1, 7s. 6d. per hundred ;-70s, per thousand ; No, 2 
bs, 6d. per hundred; 50s. per thousand, carriage free. Sample, six stamps. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 





[We beg to request Secretaries to post their’ Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addresesd “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The Renting and Preservation Committee held their meeting at the Foresters’ 
Hall, Clerkenwell-road, on Monday evening, at eight o’clock ; after which, at nine 
o’clock, the chair was taken by Mr. W. H. Beckett, vice-president, and the »usiness 
of the General Committee proceeded with. The minutes of the previous Committee 
meeting having been read and confirmed, the chairman read the form of resolution 
which will shortly be sent to each club for approval, asking for the signatures of its 
chairman and secretary in support of the Bill brought in by Mr. Broadhurst, M.P., 
to ‘Declare the law relating to fishing in rivers.” The secretary (Mr. Ghurney) 
read a letter from the Great Eastern Railway Co. with regard to the issue of cheap 
railway tickets to Hertford, from which it appeared that these tickets can only be 
obtained at Liverpool-street Station. After some discussion, the secretary was 
requested to communicate with the railway officials, and, if necessary, cause notices 
to be inserted in the piscatorial press. Mr. Murphy drew attention to two important 
matters with reference to the working of the Association. One related to its connec- 
tion with kindred Associations and societies, the other to a further sub-division of 
its labours owing to the magnitude and the ever-increasing amount of work to be 
got through. The suggestions gave rise to one of the most important discussions 
that have as yet taken place; but great and lasting good may be confidently 
expected as the result. The secretary announced that he had already issued 2,456 
railway privilege tickets. A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the business 
at a late hour.—H, J. TIBBATTS, 

Great EASTERN RAILWAY.—ANGLERS’ TICKETS TO HERTFORD.—Tickets to 
Hertford are only issued from Liverpool-street station (fare, 2s. 6d. third-class 
return), and ot from any of the intermediate stations on the Great Hastern Rail- 
way.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

Visiting List (SOUTHERN DISTRICT). 

The Anglers’ Association (S.D.) visit to the Walworth Waltonians on Tuesday, the 
th inst. was indeed a success. This is by no means surprising when the philo- 
musical character of the Walworth Waltonians is considered. Fifteen societies re- 
sponded to the roll call, including the City of London (not on this list), Anglers 
south of the Thames, &c.. please accept my best very thanks for your hearty co-operation 
and attendance on that occasion, and soliciting a continuance of your favours for 
the Waggoners, to whom the next visit is due. Further particulars will be shortly 
announced.—JOHN SMITH, district officer. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 1s. 
donation from Mr. D, Slater, Newark-on-Trent, and 5s. 2d. collected at the return 
visit of the Walworth Waltonians on Tuesday evening last, July 5—R, GHURNEY, 
sec, 





BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 6th July, Mr. Harry Dunn presiding, the minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. The following gentlemen were officially installed :— 
President, Mr. Edward Green ; vice-president, Mr. R. Atchison ; treasurer, Mr. L. W. 
Innocent ; secretary, Mr. John Smith ; and committeemen, Messrs. Harry Dunn, W. 
Aaron, W. Hutchins, W. Poole, and J. Jones. The annual excursion is fixed for 
August 7th, to Sunbury Lock by road. Sweethearts and wives have been invited ; 
and, to mark the occasion, the society will compete for the Jubilee prizes. The 
prize list was considerably augmented and membership increased. Mr. R, Atchison 
had a good show of bream. On the 3rd inst. Messrs. J. Jones and R. Atchison 
weighed in bream and roach ; other members have not contributed materially to the 
gross weight.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Since last notice very little has been done with us, piscatorially or otherwise, 
H. Massey, jun., being the only one to weigh-in on the 3rd inst., his catch consisting 
of three pretty bream, in splendid condition, from the river Mole at Hsher, total 
weight, 6lb. 730z. It is only just to remark here that H. Massey, sen., (a member of 
our club until recently) and his son, H. Massey, jun. (still one of our members), 
weighed-in close upon two hundred weight of large bream from the Mole at Esher 
the past season, the whole of which were taken whilst fishing from strictly private 
land, and without having the necessary permission, Nothing is so detrimental to a club 
as to find unscrupulous membersin its midst ; butthe Brunswick are determined to take 
prompt action in this matter, and deal with the offenders according to their deserts. 
With regard to this splendid stretch of water, and the river Mole, your readers shall 
have more information next week, as I think I shall then be in a position to 
stop Mr. Massey or anyone else from fishing the Mole between Esher and Clare- 
mone without a special permit signed by your humble servant.—J. DEPLIDGE, 

on, sec. 
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The monthly delegate meeting was held at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s-lane, 
on Friday week last, Mr. O. A. Medcalf, president, in the chair. After the usual 
routine business, the secretary (Mr. W. T. Wade) gave some particulars of the great 
progress made by the association, remarking that the number of anglers taking 
their tickets from this association was considerably in excess of those who had done 
so at the corresponding period of last year, and the more the real work of the asso- 
ciation was understood, the more it was evidently appreciated. After a congratu- 
latory discussion, in which several delegates took part, Mr. T. Bowling moved, and 
Mr. Bishop seconded, a resolution, which was enthusiastically carried, making the 
customary annual donation of ten guineas to the funds of the Thames Angling Pre- 
servation Society, and at the same time expressing the sense of the association as to 
the great services that society had rendered to the angling fraternity. Mr. F. C. 
Hatfield and other delegates strongly urged contributions from individual clubs, 
which the sum voted by the association was intended only to encourage. The 
Ramblers’ Angling Society, meeting at the Red Cow, Dalston-lane, was duly en- 
rolled, their rules being approved of. In addition to the enrolment of this pro- 
mising society, which already has about twenty members, two other influential 
societies are on the books for enrolment next monthly meeting. Mr. Pratt, of the 
Camden Angling Society, was elected visiting officer for the Northern District, and 
Mr. R. Clark undertook a similar office for the western. Various questions were 
put and replied to in reference to Mr. Broadhurst’s Bill, defining the right of the 
public to fish in navigable rivers, which the association supports. Information as 
to the damage done to fishing in the river Stort by local parties netting it was laid 
before the delegates, and the committee were desired to see what could be done in 
the matter. The balance-sheet for the year ending June last was submitted and 
approved. A list of fares and concessions granted by the railway companies since 
the instruction cards were issued was ordered to be printed, so that all ticket- 
holders may have the clearest and latest information on those points, after which 
the proceedings terminated in the usual manner. 

J CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

During the past week several members have been out, but with little or no success, 
On Saturday last a party visited the Kennett. The weather being too hot for fishing, 
the only fish of note taken during the day was a 1lb. roach by Mr. J. W. Morgan in 
good condition. Mr. Wells weighed-in two tench on Monday night, 2lb. 90z, and 
1b, respectively, taken at Hanwell. Several other members have taken some small 
fry, which have not been presented at headquarters. Members are earnestly re- 
quested to attend the club meetings every Wednesday night.—ALFRED H. HVvANs, 


sec, 
: CLAPTON. 
The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair, Previous minutes were read and signed, and general routine business trans- 
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acted, Catches reported :—Mr. Beck, brace of trout, roach, dace, and chub, one o 
these latter scaling 341b.; Mr. Rogers, roach from the Thames at Windsor; Mr 
Hicks, four jack (returned), and about 3lb. roach. Various waters visited by mem 
bers were generally reported as “ very low” and as ‘“‘clear as crystal,” and the fish 
as “not feeding.” Our president, R. B. Marston, Esq., has most kindly consented to 
take the chair at our annual dinner on the 15th inst HENRY Howse, hon. sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH, 

The first contest of this society was fished at Fritton Decoy on the 30th ult. ; 
there were 20 entries for six prizes. The following is a list of winners :—lst, Mr. 
W. Lowne; 2nd, Mr. J. 8. Sterry ; 38rd, Mr. W. Hunt; 4th, Mr. W. Crowther ; 5th, 
Mr. W. Platt; 6th, Mr. F, Lupton. The fish consisted chiefly of bream and perch ; 
the catches were not so large as expected owing to a strong east wind blowing. The 
largest fish taken was a bream, 2lb. loz, A perch weighing 3lb, was taken at the 
same water a few days previous to the match by Mr. W. Crowther, and is now being 
preserved by Mr. Lowne, Fuller’s-hill, for the society.—W. Lownb, hon, sec. 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our trays on the 3rd inst. were well filled with fish, Mr. Devonshire having a good 
show of handsome tench, followed by Mr. E. Clarke and Mr. G, Clarke, and Mr, F, 
Temple with barbel and dace from the Thames.—CHAS. Rose, sec. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Seventeen members fished for eight prizes on the 3rd inst.in the Lea (forty-guinea 
water). Only two sizable fish were taken, Messrs, W. Cooper and W. Pledger winning 
firstand second prizes.—R. GHURNEY. , 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting this week, Mr. R. B. Lodge was voted to the chair. The minutes 
haying been read and confirmed, Mr, Edward Morris, of Luton, Beds, was duly pro- 
posed and seconded for membership. Certain rules for the guidance of the librarian 
having been agreed to, Mr. C. S. Bentley handed in a copy of Otter’s ‘* Modern 
Angler,” which Captain Alfred had kindly sent asa gift to the library, a special 
vote of thanks for the donation being given to this gentleman. Many members 
have fished since the last meeting, including Messrs. A. C, Bentley, Clifford, Harper, 
Kennett, Price, and Simson, the best takes being those of Mr. Price (some: good 
perch) and Mr, Alfred Harper (a large quantity of carp). Several members are still 
away on country angling expeditions, and will, doubtless, report at next meeting. 
Numerous interesting items were discussed relating to the present state of the rivers, 
the place of meeting, the renting of water, &c., and the finish to a most pleasant 
meeting was the passing of a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman,—C. H, KEN- 


NETT, hon sec. 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for five special prizes on the 3rd inst. at Hatfield Peverell. 
Only one of them was taken, and that by Mr. T, Goodwins. Although the competi- 
tors were not successful, they liked the place very much, and are determined to 
give it another trial, so there will be five special prizes to be fished for on the 24th 
inst., at the same place and same conditions. As a reminder to the members, the 
annual dinner will take place at the Pied Bull, St. Margaret’s. The week-day por- 
tion will dine on Wednesday, the 13th inst., and the Sunday portion on Sunday, the 
17th inst. Those who intend being present are requested to inform the secretary as 
early as possible.—H. B. 

MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this persevering society had their fourth annual supper on the 
6th inst. at their headquarters, the Marlborough Head, Marmont-road, Peckham. 
About 25 sat down. Mr. Pugh presided, assisted by Mr. Boorman. Justice having 
been done to the good things provided for the occasion by Mr. Richardson, and the 
‘cloth removed, harmony and the distribution of prizes followed. The principal 
prize-winners were Mr. Boorman, who led the way with 86lb. ; Mr. Pugh followed 
with 601b.; and Mr. Davis came third with 40lb. The prize list for the ensuing 
season was commenced, and several handsome prizes were offered by Messrs. Hollo- 
way, Pugh, Boorman, and friends, Time being called, I had to leave at this.— 
PIXIE, 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 2nd inst. Mr. J. Brown weighed-in jack. On the 3rd inst. Mr. Hayes, 
jack and perch; Mr. Ward, roach; Mr. J. H. Brown, jack and roach, from the 
Welsh Harp ; Messrs. Aldis and Billings, jack; Messrs. J. Underwood and Green- 
wood, roach, from Elstree—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 6th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, when Mr. Schwerdt was elected a member, Our members are 
gradually increasing, yet there is room for numbers more. Our next match 
takes place on the 17th inst. Members wishing to compete will be informed of 
all particulars by attending on club nights, Messrs. T. Colombo and Mallard 
weighed-in bream and roach respectively on the 3rd inst. We shall soon have to 
petition the Hon. Chaplain of the FIsHING GAZETTE to use his best endeavours 
towards procuring us a downpour of rain, without which a good many rivers will 
soon be unfishable.—C. PIGGOTT, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 3rd inst. Mr. Davis exhibited barbel, bream, roach, dace, and gudgeon, 
weighing about 14lb.; Mr. Moulton had about 91b. of the same class of fish from 
the Thames; Messrs. $. Smith, H. Haine, and T. Hill had bream, roach, and dace 
from the Arun. Mr. Davis’s barbel weighed 43lb., and his largest bream turned the 
scale at 3lb,—PIXIn. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

On Monday last we held a smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Fund ; but I am sorry to say it was a complete failure, three clubs only being repre- 
sented—viz., Rising Sun, St. Andrew’s, and Star. It is to be regretted that such a 
noble institution is not thought worthy of better support by the anglers in this dis- 
trict. Iam sorry to say the members of our own club were conspicuous by their 
absence, the chairman and secretary being the only two attending. I hope for better 
luck next time. Our weekly smoking concert, held on Tuesday, was well attended ; 
the programme was, as usual, varied and entertaining. On Friday last Messrs. A. 
Wood and A, Wood, jun., were elected members of the club.—_JOHN BATTENSBY, 


sec, 
ST, GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 3rd the above club was’ saved a blank by Mr. Gibbs weighing in a few 
roach, which took the first prize. The-remaining prizes are now to be included with 
our grand series, which will be fished for on some future date. On Thursday last, 
June 30th, Mr. Etherington weighed-in roach. Several other members were out, 
but failed to lure any of the finny tribe. This is owing, doubtless, to the bad state 
of the rivers.—T. T. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Tuesday, July 5th, we made several new members. Mr. Tickner brought up 
about 6lb. of dace and roach. Tuesday, July 12, a special general meeting, to con- 
sider removal of club and alteration of rule 9. A good muster is specially requested, 
—PELICAN, 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a very fair show of fish on the 3rd inst., nine members weighing in, fore- 
most amongst them being Mr. O, Lloyd with 121b. of roach; Mr. W. Shead had 
bream and dace : Mr. W. Hooper, bream and dace ; Mr. T, Jones, dace ; Mr. H. Smith, 
rudd and chub; Mr. Robt. Spenceley, dace; Mr. G. Hall, bream ; Mr. G. Fordham, 
perch ; and Mr. F, Machin, roach ; a special day prize for the best specimen dace 
being won by Mr. W. Shead. Members are reminded that on the 31st inst. a hand« 


some prize, given by Mr. W. Hale, will be fished for; roach only to weigh. Mem-~ 


bers restricted to Lea or Stort fishing.—W. S. W. 
SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 
The South London clubs will fish a pegged-down match on the 10th inst, at 
Watcringbury, for a series of money prizes, The train leaves London Bridge at 
7 a,.m,—J. COURT, 
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STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only a few of our members have weighed-in fish up to the present, the following 
being the result since the commencement of the season :—On June 19th, Mr. E, 
Hagger, 1lb, 640z. bream ; Mr. T. Millington, 11b, 50z, bream ; Mr. W. Webb, 7oz. 
bream ; Mr. H. Towndrow had 16lb. bream, largest fish 41b., but was very unfortu- 
nate in arriving at the club about 15 minutes too late to have them placed to his 
credit, On June 28th, Messrs. Wm, Bedford, sen. and jun., about 5lb. bream and 
roach ; and Mr. T. Millington a few roach. On J uly 3rd, Mr. T. Millington had a 
fine show of dace, 7lb. 130z., anda few gudgeon and roach.—T. GRETTON. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above were out on the 3rd inst., but most returned with 
blanks. Mr. W. Windred, roach and bream; Mr. H. Tyler, roach ; Mr. W. Tyler, 
roach ; and Mr. F’. Watts, rudd. Several members will fish on the 10th inst. in the 
South London match at Wateringbury, Mr, Slatter, on Tuesday, had some nice roach 


and dace.—H, T, 
WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We fished a pegged-down match at Datchet on the 3rd, but met with very poor 
sport. During the afternoon the occupants of the steam-launch Formosa made a 
most outrageous and partially-successful attempt to destroy the tackle of all who 
were fishing. After coming through the Albert Bridge, and passing a gentleman, 
C. A. P. Green, Esq., of 148}, Fenchurch-street, who was fishing from the bank just 
below, shot through the whole of the swims within a few feet of the bank, and. it 
was only with great difficulty any of the tackle was saved ;-as it is, damage has 
been done to the extent of 30s., which those on board seemed to thoroughly enjoy, 
as they could be heard laughing for some distance off.—J . Russ, sec, 

J WALWORTH WALTONIANS., 

A fair muster of members attended on the 7th inst., Mr. Bayley in the chair. The 
minutes were read and confirmed. The result of the competition on the same date 
was :—Mr. Greig, first, with 2lb. of perch and a tench of 2b, from Tring, the latter 
being a curiosity at this time of the season, Mr. Griffin also had fish, but not suffi- 
cient to weigh-in for a prize. For the competition on the 17th inst. it was decided 
that it be an open one, punt or bank. The return visit on the A. A. list took place 
at this club on the 5th inst., and was a grand success, 14 clubs answering the roll 
call. Messrs. Billee Taylor, Johnson, Wood, Austin, Allard, Hibble, &c., con- 
tributed to the harmony of the evening, The committee meeting convened for 
July 7th is postponed until the 14th inst., most of the members being out, and not 
returning until late in the evening.—MILLER’s THUMB. 

f WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

_This club has ‘made further progress in the increase in the number of members— 

viz., Six since my last report, but not in the takes of fish, as the roach are not quite 


clean. We have hada few chub and dace shown, and until we have some rain 
be do ae expect to see many fish in the club-room, but, angler-like, we live in 
ope.—B, 


SSS 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


Assynt Locus (Locuinver).—The weather throughout the month of June, 
excepting one freshet, had been exceptionally dry, and the heat unparalleled within 
the memory of the oldest gillies here ; consequently salmon angling has been a 
failure as yet. Heavy rain fell on three successive nights last week ; but the ground 
and high hills were so much thirsting for rain that it made no perceptible addition 
to loch or river, Rain fell yesterday (Sunday), and steadily to-day. Thereis every 
appearance of a continuance for some time. Salmon and grilse were seldom seen in 
such large shoals in the bays. Since last report, the following are the baskets :— 
June 27, Loch Assynt : Captain Erskine and Mr. Lloyd, eighty-two trout, 271b. ; Mr. 
Langham and Major Motineux, fifty trout, 13lb.; Loch Fewin: Messrs. Spencer, one 
hundred and eight trout, 30}lb. June 28th, Little Beanoch : Mr. Lloyd, forty-four 
trout, 101b.; Loch Cocach: Mr. Langham and Major Motineux, thirty-six trout, 
71b. ; Loch Beanoch : Captain Erskine, seventy-two trout, 17lb.; Grilse Loch : Mr, 
Spencer, forty-six trout, 1031b. June 29th, Loch Tuire : Captain Erskine, sixty-eight 
trout, 171b. ; Maiden Loch : Mr. Spencer, ten trout, 51b. ; Loch Fewin, Mr. Langham 
and friend, one hundred and four trout, 291b.; Loch Beanoch: Mr. Lloyd, three 
hours’ fishing, fifty-two trout, Slb. ; Little Beanoch : Messrs, Mann and Mackay, 
eighty-five trout, 1741b. June 30th, Loch Assynt: Mr. Lloyd, forty-eight trout, 
141b. ; Loch Fewin : Messrs. Spencer, one hundred and seven trout, 26}lb.; Loch 
Assynt: Mr, Attwood Mathews, thirty-three trout, 8ib. ; Loch Tuirc : Mr, Langham 
and friend, forty trout, 10lb. July Ist, Loch Fewin ; Captain Erskine, sixty-eight 
trout, 191b. ; Loch Crocach : General Irvine, twenty-four trout, 7lb.; Loch Fewin : 
Mr. Attwood Mathews, thirty trout, 91b.; Loch Beanoch : Mr. Langham and friend, 
one hundred and forty trout, 25lb. ; Loch Assynt : Messrs. Spencer, one hundred and 
fifteen trout, 28lb. J uly 2nd, Loch Fewin: Mr. Lloyd, forty-five trout, 1321b. ; 
General Irvine, thirty trout, 831b.; Loch Veyatie : fishing from shore, Messrs. Mann 
and Mackay (forty-three and seventy-four), one hundred and seventeen trout, 39Ib. ; 
Loch Tuire ; Mr. Spencer, jun., thirty-three trout, 6lb.; Loch Culag: Mr. Spencer, 
thirty-four trout, 111b. ; Loch Beanoch : Mr. Attwood Mathews, thirty-four trout, 
421b, The low state of the water greatly prejudiced the anglers’ prospects; but it 
is to be hoped the state of water in loch and river will be more favourable this week, 
Sea-fishing very good. Lythe more numerous than for a number of years back,—A 
NORTHERN PIscA Tor. 

, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—We have suffered from the common fate lately. Never in 
living memory have the streams been so low, or angling prospects so dead. Since 
my last report there have been more favourable symptoms. The Nith and Annan 
have a more hopeful appearance, but it will take a lot of rain to raise our 
spirits. About Moffatt a few anglers have been out, and one or two fish were killed, 
but they were small and inferior. The only decent basket that I have heard of was 
that of Mr. John Jackson, Dumfries, who in mid Annan on Saturday killed with 
the Stewart tackle six dozen and a half burn trout and two fresh-run sea trout ; he 
must have been lucky. On Wednesday night we had some rain, and there is every 
appearance of more very soon. I may mention that the Solway net fishers hada 
big catch of salmon on Tuesday.—B. 

FORSINARD, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Forsinard Hotel), — On Wednesday and 
Saturday O. S. Guthrie, Esq., of Scotscalder, fished the “Jubilee Loch” and got a 
trout each day. weighing 3}lb. and 44lb. respectively. On Monday, Howard 
Williams, Esq., London, fished Baddan Loch, and had 41 trout. On Tuesday, Mr. 
Williams fished Loch Corach, and Dr, Williamson Loch Seilg,and had 18 trout each, 
Weather much improved for angling. 

LAIRG (Rhiconich Hotel).—General Irvine, on 27th June, 96 trout, 301b. ; 28th, 
24 trout, 12lb. Mr, Maitland, on Loch Inchard, 27th J une, 24 large cod ; 28th ult., 
17 cod ; 29th ult., 12 cod.— Wu WALLACE. 

LocH Awr.—The continued drought has prevented anglers devoting much time 
to Loch Awe lately, and consequently the adjacent hillocks have come in for a large 
share of attention, Fishing these from the Taycreggan Hotel last week, the 
following gentlemen, Major Bannatyne, Messrs, Ralli, Wright, and Adams have 
taken daily baskets of from one and a half dozen to three and a half dozen each. 
Mr. Ralli took two days at pike—which the Loch Awe Angling Association wish 
destroyed—killing nine and five on the respective days; the first on Loch Awe, and 
the second on Loch Tromlie, Mr. Ralli, fishing the Awe another day, killed a fine 
newly-run grilse of 641b, 

Locu Surin, &o, (Larne, SUTHERLAND),—The weather continues very dry, and 
some days sultry. j There is, however, generally a light breeze, and anglers are more 
successful than might, under the circumstances, be expected. The following are a 
few of the takes during the week on Loch Shin :—On July 1st, Mr. Machin, 23 
trout, 13lb, ; 2nd, 23 trout, 111b.; 4th, 25 trout, 132lb.; and on the 5th, 64 trout, 
272lb, On the 2nd, Mr. Seller had 43 trout, 18lb.; 5th, Surgeon-General Robertson, 
40 trout, 1341b. ; 6th, Mr. Machin, 18 trout, 9lb., and Surgeon-General Robertson, 21 
trout, 8#1b.--D, CAMPBELL, : “) 
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LOcHBOISDALE.—Messrs, Babtie, Stephen, and Brown, Dumbarton, have had 
some splendid sport on Bornish Lochs, killing évery day large baskets of fine brown 
trout. The united catch on Wednesday, 29th June, for the three rods, was 54 trout, 
weighing 40lb., and on the following day Messrs. Babtie and Stephen brought home 
25lb., while Mr. Brown had 20lb. to his own rod. Loch Allan, one of the favourite 
brown trout lochs, has not been yielding the baskets it used to do, owing to the low 
state of the water, occasioned by the drought. Anglers are longing for rain, in 
order to resume angling on Allan, and to replenish some of the others. 


Locw Tay (KILLIN).—July 4, Dr, Underhill, Edinburgh, 43lb.; Mr. Seaton, 
Callander, 8lb, On the 5th, Dr. Underhill, 6lb., and on the 6th, 3lb.—A. Stuart, 


Locu Tay (Killin Hotel)—On Monday, 27th ult, Mr. Cutler Fergusson 
had 8lb, trout. On Tuesday, on the reserved water, he had the largest basket 
ever known to be got on Loch Tay—viz., 74 trout, 41lb., fourteen weighed 
121b.; on Wednesday, 18lb.; Thursday, 17lb. Thursday, on the Hotel Water, two 
gentlemen (one boat), 171b.— A. STUART. 

[Received too late for last week,—ED., ] 


Loch Lomonp (Inversnaid Hotel),—The following are the takes on Loch 
Lomond, at Inversnaid, since last report :—July 2nd, Mr. Acklom, nine trout, 441b.; 
Mr, Venables, 12 trout; two other anglers, four trout each, July 4th, Messrs, 
Acklom and Fulton, nine trout, 541b.; Mr, Hadaway, nine trout, 51b.; another 
angler, eight’trout, 3lb. 

PAss OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—Notwithstanding the intense 
heat and stillness of the air, several yery good baskets were brought in. Now that 
rain has fallen so copiously, grand sport is expected, as the best of the season is 
approaching. The parties out were : Messrs. F, H. Barker, Chester; Mr. W. B. 
Bateson, Liverpool; Dr. and Mrs, Johnson, Salford; Mr. Burton, Edinburgh ; Mr, 
A. C, Burton, Glasgow. Total catch of trout for week, 856. 


RoOss-SHIRE.—Surgeon-Major Hector, Calcutta, and James Hector, jun., Ceylon, haye 
been fishing Loch Kernsang, Goose Loch, and Loch Marie, and had good baskets, in 
all 151 trout, weighing 601b., in four days. Archibald Deacon, Prescott, Carlisle, 
July 4, on Loch Kernsang, 16 trout, 7lb.; July 5, Goose Loch, 81 trout, 21lb. The 
fishing has started very successfully, and the Poolewe Hotel has boats on seven 
lochs attached to the hotel.—A. M. L. 

SpHy.—Both salmon and trout anglers on the Spey have had a spiritless time of it 
for the past few weeks. At no time of the year has the salmon-fishing been equal to 
that of former years. No wonder, although there hasbeen a want of enthusiasm in 
angling matters all along the Spey. It appears that salmon are plentiful along the 
coast, as report shows that good hauls are being got. The continued drought has 
brought the river so very low that heavy salmon or good sized grilse need hardly be 
looked for. On Tuesday, however, a few good showers of rain fell in Strathspey, 
and the river rose about an inch and a half towards evening; but much more is 
needed for angling, when there is little fear but the fishing will be good all over, 
One grilse was captured on the Aberlour House water on Tuesday, as the river began 
to rise. The weather is much colder.—ANGLER. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Durness Hotel).—June 20th: Dr. Brown fished the Kyle, 
and caught 20 trout, 191b. ;and Mr. Curwen on that day caught 9 trout, 7}1b. 21st: 
Mr. Curwen had 13 trout, 1441b., and General Irvin, 13 trout, 15lb. 22nd: General 
Irvin caught 12 trout, 133lb., and Mr. Curwen, 6 trout, 641b. On the 24th, General 
Irvin, 11 trout, 15}1b., and Mr, Curwen, 10 trout, 1641b. On the 25th, Mr. Curwen 
caught 11 trout, 18lb, The Kyle isin splendid order for fishing, and there is plenty 
of fish. 

SUTHERLAND, N.B. (Altnacealgach Hotel).—The following are particulars of last 
week’s sport :—June 29th, Capt. Winter, of Somerset, Loch Cama, 137 trout, 25Ib. ; 
Mr. Allport and Mr. Colls, of London, Loch Awe, 63 trout, 19lb.; Mr. Elliot, Ber- 
wick, 159 trout, 46%1b. ; Messrs. Brown and Thompson, of Glasgow, Loch Urigall, 
55 trout, 11jlb. June 28th, Capt. Winter, Loch Boarlan, 128 trout, 26lb. ; Mr. 
Elliot, Loch Awe, 55 trout, 15lb. ; Messrs, Allport and Colls, Loch Urigall, 75 trout, 
16lb, ; Messrs, Brown and Thompson, Loch Cama, 148 trout, 364]b. ; Mr. Rodger, Loch 
Cama, 75 trout, 18lb. June 29th, Capt. Winter, Loch Urigall, 100 trout, 241b. ; Mr. 
Elliot, 153 trout, 491b.; Messrs. Allport and Colls, Loch Cama, 108 trout, 251b. ; 
Messrs. Brown and Thompson, Loch Cama, 73 trout, 18lb. June 30th, Mr. Elliot, 
Loch Cama, 92 trout, 19lb.; Capt. Winter, 95 trout, 33lb.; Messrs. Brown and 
Thompson, Loch Awe, 72 trout, 141b; Mr. Colls, 60 trout, 20lb.; Mr. Rodger, 
Loch Urigall, 100 trout, 22lb.; Mr. Allport, Boarlan, 60 trout, 141b. July lst, 
Mr, Elliot, Loch Urigall, 92 trout, 221b.; Capt, Winter, 121 trout, 43lb.; Messrs. 
Brown and Thompson, Loch Boarlan, 77 trout, 15lb. July 2nd, Mr, Elliot, Loch 
Boarlan, 47 trout, 101b,; Messrs. Brown. and Thompson, 82 trout, 27lb.—JoHN 
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IRISH NOTES. 





ERNE AND LOUGH MELVIN.—The weather improved a good deal in the early part 
of the past week, and, as was anticipated, sport was good. The following are the 
number of fish taken on the Erne last week: Mr. E. P. Bates, six salmon, 18°17, 16; 
14, 13, and 91b., and six grilse from 7 to 5lb.; Mr. J, May-Somerville, five salmon, 
213, 19, 17, 15, 13lb., and two grilse, 7 and 6lb.; Mr. D. EH. Glynn, eight salmon, 18, 
17, 163, 16, 14, 14, 12, and 91b., and three grilse, 7, 54, and 4lb.; Mr. P. Cooper, five 
salmon, 18, 15, 15, 144, and 11lb., and seven grilse, 51b, each; Mr. J. Stone, two 
salmon, 224and 14lb., and three grilse, 6, 5, and 5lb.; M.L. Moore, one salmon, 
16lb., and, two grilse, 7 and 6lb. Good trout-fishing is now being had on Lough 
Melvin.—M. RoGan, Jun., Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal, July 6, 


Moy Anp LAkrEs (BALLINA).—Rainat last, witha southerly wind 3 but we want 
more rain to raise the river before there is anything like sport. During the week a 
few salmon were killed in the rapids, and some fair white trout-fishing were got in 
the evenings up to half-past 11 o'clock. The river is full of salmon and sea-trout, 
and we only want some more rain to bring down a good fresh, which would give good 
sport to the angler. The lakes are dull at present. This is the dullest month of 
the season on the lakes in this locality.—-FRANK HEARNS. 


SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—We had some nice refreshing showers 
of soft rain on Monday, but not enough to cause even the slightest freshet ; still, 
while it lasted, some sport was had with the peel, on the lower waters especially. 
The trout, too, although affording excellent sport before, seemed to take the fly 
eagerly, and came home on the hook better for the showers, The rain cleared off 
on Monday evening, and we have had more since; but the sky is still dark, with 
heavy clouds, and the glass falling slightly, so we hope to have some more of it, and 
that, too, soon. A good freshet would be just the very thing for the peel, as the 
estuary is crowded with them, only waiting for very little encouragement to ascend 
to the upper waters.— RICHARD BRADFORD, July 6th. 





THE VORACIOUS PIKE AND THE SALMON.—A curious natural history fact is 
noted in the Fisheries Report for England and Wales. The pike has always been 
considered the aldermanic denizen of the reedy pool, but omnivorous rather than 
récherché in his indulgences, being indifferent whether he takes a breakfast of frogs 
ora supply of trout. A pike was captured last year on the “Run” at Christchurch 
which had audaciously attempted to stuff itself with a salmon weighing 1031b. 
There must have been a severe struggle to overpower the victim, and the pike had 
succeeded to a certain extent, but had choked itself in the effort, 

THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fiy-books ; will not work up round the neck in “ casting.” Made in their yaterproat tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND SONS, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48 South Molton-street, W. 
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Without above Mark 
uo lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THE FISHING 


JEW “ACME” LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ gear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 





SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POS8T 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to thé ‘Acme’ of Messrs, D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


GAZETTE. 


Jury 9, 1887. 

















On receiving sample lengths, I put the 


ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 


5 


fly-fishing (No.0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


‘“ T have used the Improvep ‘Acme’ Line lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 


best lines I ever had,” 


LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—May, 1885. 


“ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price in the market. Price 1s.3d, and 1s, 6d, per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 





IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 


&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which 


in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 


weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 


For every description of 
however, it is good lure. 


September, 1886. 





Position of Hooks as 
seen from Wing 
Points, 


Outline when viewed 
from beneath, when on 
water. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, 


fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). 
Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED F'LIKS. 


For Dropper Flies, 
Price 2d. per yard. 





“ J find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FISHING GAZETTE 


“ My son has had first-rate sport with them,.”—W. H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 
Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s, per dozen, Hyed Sea Trout sizes 4s, 


MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and_over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
Wholesale Lists (to the Trade only), 2 stamps. 





Mr. Salmon Backhouses New Trout Fly-Book. 


INTERCHANGEABLE FRAMED FELT LEAVES, 
“The advantages claimed for this book we must candidly say it possesses.”—F1SHING GAZETTE. 
‘A long way the best thing of its kind in the market.”—Mr. T. EH. PRITT, Author of “ North 
Country Trout Flies,” &c. 





I have much pleasure in informing my customers that I 
have succeeded in securing the Sole Agency for this MOST 
PERFECT Fly-Book, the merits of which were fully tested by 
constant use during last season. 

1. It will carry the most delicate flies and made-up casts 
for an indefinite time without crushing them. 2. Itis equally 
suitable for flies tied on eyed-hooks, or on ordinary hooks with 
gut attached. 3. It will hold the flies and made-up casts 
securely when opened in a high wind. 4. It is lighter and 
f more portable than ordinary fly-books, and it will net sink or 
suffer material injury if dropped into the water. 5, 1t facili- 
tates an orderly arrangement of flies for the different seasons, 
and also for different rivers or Jakes. 6. The flies can be seen 
at a glance, and any fly abstracted without the least difficulty. 
7. It is simple in design and construction, and calculated to 
last a lifetime. 8, The frames fitting tightly together, moth 
1 cannot get in. 

A narrow elastic band down the centre of each page can be 
utilised for holding made-up casts. With the 7in. Book is 
supplied a cloth-covered box, containing three extra leaves ; 
and with the 6in. Book a box containing two extra leaves. 
d Any quantity of extra leaves may be had if required. 

Size 7iby 5 by 1} (with 3 leaves, and box with 3 extra leaves), price 16s. 6d., with or without addi- 
tional parchment pockets, &c. Ditto 6 by 4 by 14 (with 2 leaves, and box with two extra leaves), price 
13s. 6d., with or without additional parchment pockets, &c. This small size is specially designed for 
holding Flies on Hyed-Hooks. Any size made to order. | : ; 

LE AGENT ‘Wholesale and Retail) for the United Kingdom— 


so 
W. J. GUMMINS, FISHING TACKLE MAKER, BISHOP AUCKLAND, 


Who has appointed for his London Agents, @. LITTLE & CO., 63, Haymarket. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
HE 


FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCKS, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Teaimported, 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
PF z E at 2s.6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
‘ TH 
P RL D Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
L0duce circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; $34, High 
S Holborn, W.C., London. 
es 
CO 
us 


this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
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others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THMRE IS NO BETTER THA. 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO, 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge,E.C, Branch 











prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 


LOE LIL OEE EERE 





ANGLERS, OBSERVE!! 


‘“Ye Pluckie Perch” 


Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle. 

BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, ls. 3d. each, Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
from 2s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each, BOTTUM and 
SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 
6s. 6d, FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from 1s.; with adjustable check, 
5s.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINKS, 8 yards, 3d. each; best,4gd. HOOKS, 
best, on gut, from 5d. dozen, FLIES, best Trout, 1s. per dozen ; to pattern, 1s. 3d. dozen. 

SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18, 1484. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREE. 


CHEVALIER, BOWNESS, and BOWNESS, 










cy A” 
YY ( Senacionca ) a) 
>» 150 YEARS> BZ 
> a 4 
: = % 
BS 


230, 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLY DRESSERS. EXTRA CHOICE SALMON GUT. 
Very Superior Long Natural Fly Gut, Leonard’s Split-Cane Rods, Francis and 
Ronald’s Printed Fly Books, Floating Flies, Divided Wing, the New Double- 
Tapered Solid Plaited Fly Lines. Split-Cane Rods at-70s., very choice. 

CATALOGUES FRE#. 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s, per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


Qne minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway, 


E.G, 
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NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX. 


Registered No., 44,533. 








Improved Girth for 
Carrying Basket 
1887 GRATIS, and Net. 


FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 
AND NET. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 








FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection, It is light, and_ has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigue 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on whic h Iam now fishing with it. The Keeper said tc-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing with it isa 
positive luxury."—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN'S “MULTUM in PARVO” FLY RODS. 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post, 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Fsq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 
in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make any use of the opinion I bave expressed, I shall be 
glad that you should do so, Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.”” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


MANCHESTER LINES. 
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Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable; NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 


Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 








Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—* Your 





wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked intothe centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
eluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable, 


Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work,” 





Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them, I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—* I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :—‘Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—* The 
Manchester Lines have three spevial merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 

ines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 





A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


MIXTURE. 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS, ilb,, Post free, 1s. 7d, 


JOHN 


MAYO & SON, 


GIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 








RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 rf Putney. 
45 * Hammersmith, 
50 rs Barnes, 

Add 55 r Kew. 
75 im Richmond, 
80 i Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


: Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, July 9 eae <t6 4.23 ae “2 4,42 
Sunday, PED ag hi Be ne) BY, 5.1 Batts vied 5.19 
Monday, * 11 wae ves 5,37 “ce ave 5.57 
Tuesday, x 12 ter wee 6.17 oe ABE 6.38 
Wednesday, £ 13 Aci aes 7.0 AtiC Abc 7.23 
Thursday, rr 14 wae Abe, TAT POC oat 8.14 
Friday, a 15 Fa tee 8.44 5 : 9.16 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

The river is still low, and the water bright; the anglers are all disappointed at 
the small quantity of rain which fell on Tuesday morning, which was of no value 
to the Thames. Arrangements have been made by the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion Society for the sinking of three more punts in the river. These are considered 
the best means of preserving the river from netting, and as silent keepers they are 
always there. Now that the gang of poachers which have infested the Thames for 
so many years have about all gone to “the great majority,” and the anglers are all 
better educated in the principles of true sport, it is said there is no need for so ex- 
pensive a system of river-keepers, and this last year there was not a single conyic- 
tion for an illegal offence. Mr. J.C. Chubb writes: “Mr. Manley, of Teddington, 
saw a fine dead trout, but much decomposed, floating down the river at the bottom of 
his garden yesterday (Friday) afternoon ; he got hold of it with his boat-hook and 
found it weighed quite 8lb.,and nearly all the inside was out. Mr. Hilditch also 
saw it, and said it must have been a very fine one when alive.” 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RICHMOND.—Henry Mansell has been out three days with Mr. John Hatton, and 
got fourteen barbel and a nice lot of roach and dace; and in three other days he 
made some good takes of dace, C, Brown, in one day, fifty dace, Henry Howard, 
in five days, five barbel and twenty-five dozen of dace. F. Brown, in 
three days and two part days, one barbel and 49lb. of dace. Job Brain, in four days, 
two barbel and 40lb. of dace. Job Brain, jun., in three days, eighteen dozen of 
dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—Pert Hammerton, in two days, fivedozen of dace and five barbel. 
Richard Moffatt, in one and a half days, six dozen andone barbel. J, Dobbin, in two 
and a half days, eighteen dozen and three barbel. H. Spiers, in two days, six dozen. 
S. Cole, in three days, twelve dozen and one barbel. Richard Coxen, in two half- 
days, eight dozen. John Coxen, in one day and two part days, eleven dozen. Mr. 
Powell, in one day, three jack—the largest 6lb., the other two returned. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, sixteen chub, five dozen of gudgeon, 
and one brace of perch. W. McBride, in two days, twelve chub. The water is still 
in bad condition for want of rain. There are plenty of good fish ; but they do not 
feed freely. 

Ixineston.—John Johnson, sen., says : “ There has been but little done here from 
the punts. John Johnson, jun., has got a couple of barbel, some fine dace, and a lot 
of eels in one day. I have had about six dozen of roach and dace. Four or five 
barbel have been taken at the sewers, the best about 5lb. Plenty of fish to be seen ; 
but the water is quite warm, and they will not feed. There was about one hour's 
rain on Tuesday morning—not enough for any good.” 

HAMPTON :CoURT.— James Hedger has taken five dozen of roach and dace, a 
barbel of 731b., a perch of 141b., and a bream of 2lb. The other fishermen have been 
getting a few dozen of roach and dace. 

SunBurRy.—Henry Clarke, during the week, twenty dozen of roach, and a perch of 
13lb, J. and A. Stroud have been getting some perch, gudgeon, and chub, Mr. 
Morgan, with Herbert, in one day, three and a half dozen of roach and dace. Lock, 
in one day, four dozen, The roach and dace are reported to be plentiful opposite the 
Magpie Hotel. 

WALTON,—Mr, Wheeldon, in two hours, with A. Lavey, three dozen of roach and 
dace, and two bream. Mr. Bryning, and friend, in one day, forty bream, a jack of 
3lb., and a few roach and dace. A gentleman from the bank got four carp, weigh- 
ing 201b. 

SHEPPERTON.—F, Purdue, one day, four dozen of gudgeon; H. Purdue, six 
dozen ; and W. House, ten dozen, and two brace of perch. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, one day, twelve dozen of .zudgeon; another day, in two 
hours, with Mr. Saunders, two dozen of roach and three bream; and another day, 
with the Brothers Bedford, 20lb, of bream and roach. J. Hackett, in one day, seven 
dozen of roach and dace. 

LALEHAM.—Alfred Harris, in one day, three barbel, a chub, and a bream of 31b. 

STAINES.—Charles Hone, one day, with Mr. Hindley and Mr. Baxter, sixteen 
barbel, two chub, and one bream ; another day six dozen of dace, two barbel, and 
one bream ; and in two other days, with Mr. Benjamin, thirteen barbel—the largest 
731b.—two chub, two perch, ten dozen of dace, and a small trout, which was re- 
turned. John Keene, jun., in five days, thirty-seven dozen of roach and dace, seven 
bream, four barbel, and twq chub, J. Keene, jun.,in two anda half days, twelve 
dozen of roach and dace, 
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UPPER THAMES. 


The scorchingly hot weather and the churning up caused by the boats bound to and 
from Henley regatta have within the past fortnight prevented any successful fishing on 
the Thames between Oxford and Staines, The world’s regatta is now a thing of the 


past, and anglers will be able to return to their mutton a little hot just at present, 


possibly at mid-day ; but in the early morn and dewy eve there will be no cold 


shoulder or nose turning up from all classes of fish which now swarm in the river. 


“Marlow Buzz” has been somewhat fly of late, and has been suffering from regatta 


on the brain, but before another week has passed will have taken his walks abroad, 
and will report anent the piscatorial doings and prospects on the silvery Thames. 


On Thursday evening a trout of 941lb. committed suicide by jumping into a gentle- 


man’s boat at Henley. This is a sad catastrophe to the Henley fishermen, as this 
was their decoy fish, and had for a length of time been their piéce de résistance. 
Thursday evening.—Weather blazing hot, wind north-west, river bright and smelly, 
but early and late work results in good takes of perch, chub, and roach—_M ARLOW 


Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 

Anglers keep on complaining about the want of rain; but I am afraid if that is 
waited for, there will be no fishing at all. The barbel are biting at grains very well. 
I caught twelve and three dozen dace on the 6th inst.; on the 3rd, one barbel, and 
lost several. JI am surprised we get a bite in the blazing sun. Mr. Calvert has been 
catching some fine chub and perch, about 20lb., in the old river with live-bait, and 
he has added another trout of 2lb. to his score. The barbei are getting a little 
quieter than they were last week—I mean they don’t jump so much,—G, LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Goring). 
July 7th, water low and clear, but the fish are coming on the feed better. Roach 
not on. One day, a dozen of perch and five dozen of gudgeon ; next two best days, 
two dozen of perch and ten dozen of gudgeon.—_JoHN RUSH. 


Thames (Windsor). 

River at time of writing is very low and out of condition for successful angling, 
with exception of chub-fishing, while froma boat and by good casting fair bags 
can be made from under the pollard boughs. Barbel are jumping still, and from 
appearances there area great quantity in the river, and next month their persecution 
will commence. As yet very few have been had, the best bag I know of being only 
three fish—largest 3lb. A*few roach have been taken, but they are very shy. The 
best fish of the week was one which I weighed, going 11b. 30z., by Mr. W. G. Watts, 
of Stoke Newington. I regret to report the untimely end of a good trout, which 
was struck with a punt pole in the Windsor Weir Stream. Iam told it weighed 
671b.—B. R. BAMBRIDGH, July 6th. 





: Ancholme (Caistor). 

We have had a few nice showers, but they have in no wise affected the water- 
courses, which remain lower than ever. On Thursday evening last one angler took 
101b. of fine roach, and on Monday evening and Tuesday morning 36l1b. of good fish, 
whilst another person took 41 fish. Bream are not yet feeding well; but a goodly 
number of 3lb. or 4lb, specimens are taken, also lots of silver bream, which run 
smaller. Four of us went to Fulham yesterday ; but we had bad sport, all the fish 
being small. During the present low water anglers should keep well down the 
river, Paste and maggots are the best baits, with rice for ground bait.—THomAS 


Forp. 
; Chichester. 

With but a slight shower during five weeks, brooks, streams, and rivers are feeling 
the effect of thelong drought. Trout have had a rare feast of May Fly, and now seem 
apathetic, preferring to revel in the cool depths of the pool than to put their heads 
above water to be snared by delusive fly. Yet a few brace have come to creel in the 
cool of the evening, and in fair Luna’s light the White Moth has accounted for a few 
good fish. In a temperature of from 70° to 80° in»the shade, and in the sun I know 
not what, anglers prefer early morning and eventide for sport. At Chichester the 
canal is in good order, although a trifle lower than customary. Bream and roach are 
feeding generally well, but the pater and mater portion of the finny tribe are too 
well educated to be caught. Nothing exceeding 13lb. has come under my notice. 
Bass are now in full force in the harbours and on thecoast. The early morning tide, 
when it suits, being preferable, and for bait, if not using spinner or fly, a piece of 
bloater or kipper has proved very successful. A few breakawaysare recorded. The 
largest bass landed, 421b. The fine tanned cord used for nets is an excellent line for 
the reel, and cheap, 60yds. to 80yds. costing but 34d. or4d. Weather still fine ; wind 
westerly.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Coguet (Weldon Bridge). 


The past week has not been a very busy one on the Weldon water, there being 
very few anglers out. The rain we have been so long looking for has come at last, 
but too little of it to do much good. Mr. Charlton, on the Ist, had a creel of six- 
teen fish, averaging about 3lb. each. On the 2nd, Mr. Matthews had thirty, the best 
weighing 1tlb. The Rev. A. McCullag had two fair baskets. Yesterday evening 
Mr. W. Hardy had a splendid basket taken ‘with the minnow. There should be 
some good sport this next week, as the fresh water will clean the river and improve 
the fishing.—HARDY BROTHERS. 

: Derwentwater. 

The fly-fishing season on Derwentwater and the rivers Derwent and Greta has 
lately been almost a failure. The water in the lake is almost down to the level of 
Otley mark, which was made during the exceptionally dry season of 1826 on the 
rocks near Friar’s Crag, and no sport is to be had with the fly either in lake or 
rivers. Some nice pike have been taken during the last ten days with trimmers, 
Mr. J. Pearson having caught one 134lb.; Mr. Milburn, two, weighing 12lb., -by 
trolling ; Mr. Grieves has taken one of 12lb., and Mr, Edmondson, a trout, 41b, Mr, 
Patey has also taken a number of perch, varying from 3b. to 1lb, in weight. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

Since last report we have had a change for the better in the weather : the almost 
tropical heat, brilliant sun, and unclouded sky have been succeeded by a favourable 
change of wind, dull, heavy clouds, and a temperate atmosphere. We have had an 
odd couple of hours steady rain, and have hopeful promise of more. There has 
scarce been a line wet since our last in the streams around here. Pond-fishing has 
given good sport to perch, dace, and tench fishers. A capture of a veteran poacher 
was made by a village policeman near this place on Monday morning last. The 
intelligent officer to whom the credit of the capture is due, proved too anxious to 
preserve the fish ; he collared his man, it appears, before the net was wet. This 
weakens the grip of the law on the culprit considerably. Had our game-keeping 
limb-of-the-law been less the conserver and more a detective, a strong case would 
have been the issue instead of a feeble one. Fish are rising, and have been so doing 
for a week or more ; first-rate fishing from 9 to 10 o’clock every evening.—FosturR 
Bgos., Ashbourne, 

Derwent (Ambergate). 

The fishing in this locality remains much the same : the slight showers that have 
fallen during the week have not altered the state of the river, which is at present 
very low, and clear as crystal. The best takes only average two to three brace of 
trout and grayling, and the only time to rely on catching is from 8 to 9.30 p.m. 
Myriads of flies then come on the water, and fish rise freely ; but roach are becoming 
troublesome ; many are now on the surface feeding greedily on flies in the deeps, 
and trout not caring for their company are gradually becoming absentees. The Pale 
Evening Dun is now on, and in the streams grayling rise freely to it, but treat with 
contempt the best imitation, and it is with difficulty they are caught. Mr. J. Mus- 
grave took five chub with the caterpillar, on Tuesday, scaling 143lb., but they are 
in very poor condition. The close season here would be better if extended to Ist 
August for roach, chub, and barbel; a few of the latter were netted this week 
which had not finished their spawning. A few tench, bream, and roach have been 


taken from the canal, some of the former scaling 2lb. each. The flies on at present 
are Orange Duns, July and Sky Blue Duns, Alder Fly, and Pale Evening Dun. 
Weather, hot ; no signs of rain—AmBrr Dun. 


Esk (Whitby). 


In this neighbourhood we have had no rain for the last seven or eight weeks, with 
the exception of a few showers which fell on Tuesday, Trout and salmon-fishing 
have been at a discount, for the river, especially in the upper reaches, is freer of 
water than it has been at any season during the last few years—say five or six, 
Since the closing of a portion of the river Esk, by SirCharles Strickland, in con- 
formity with some supposed ancient manorial rights, the local piscators have gone 
further afield, some with anger in their hearts. But they have not been less diligent 
for all that, and I hear of new clubs being formed further up the river Esk, where 
troublous manorial rights do not exist, and where ordinary piscators may be at rest. 
Here, on the cool trickling shallow streams, and in the more or less deep pools, the 
Whitby anglers have lately been plying their art, and though the circumstances 
were against them so far as weather-influences were concerned, they have had no 
indifferent sport. New openings have been made for them, the landowners and 
farmers of the hitherto comparatively unfished waters generously imposing no 
impossible conditions. Some excellent baskets have been made on the upper part of 
the river, though Iam afraid that in some of the smaller streams fish have been 
taken that would have been better left alone for a while. Three friends of mine, 
Mr. H. K. Williamson, Mr. T. H. Raw, and Mr, Geo. H. Pennock were fishing the 
other day in a portion of the Esk running through the estate of Lord Downe, a 
nobleman who is never failing in his courtesy to the gentle angler. Mr. Raw, who 
was fisng in a pool with the fly, hooked a trout. He stood on the embankment, 
enshrouded with tree foliage, and his rod being very light and his tackle delicate, 
he was unable to bring the fish to land. He called upon his friend Mr, 
Williamson, for advice and assistance. Their joint deliberations did not help 
matters so far as the immediate difficulty was concerned, for it was certain that 
the rod and tackle, not the man, were incapable of bearing the weight of the fish, 
which wasso firmly hooked. While they stood on the bank side they saw another 
trout rally round the hooked fish, To Mr. Williamson the idea instantly occurred 
that he might catch fish number two. Accordingly he dropped into the water, and 
spun a minnow, What was the result? Number two fish saw the minnow, but 
said, “No thank you,” and veered to one side or the other in avoidance of the 
tempting bait. But the already-hooked fish which had been dangling, and pre- 
sumably suffering for at least half an hour, darted at the minnow and swallowed it 
wholesale ; thus the greedy trout became doubly hooked. The ‘end of the matter 
was that the fish, by the united lines, was hauled safely to the bank, and a fine fish 
it proved to be, notwithstanding that on the post mortem there was, in its interior, 
another trout of small growth.—J. J. JACKSON. 

Exe (Exeter), 

The drought here has stopped angling altogether, and yesterday, I regret to say, 
the mill heat was let out in Bonhay-road to be cleaned, and the river haying no flow* 
the fish have been poisoned in hundreds, only eels surviving, which were netted, 
speared, and killed with hoop iron, and sold in all parts of the town. Large perch, 
trout, and roach and dace are killed, and the fishing for months entirely spoilt in 
the locality named. Further details next week,—J. A. KELLEY. ‘ 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—The fishing-boats during the past week have landed fair catches of 
soles, plaice, bream, gurnard, and skate. There has been good sport whiffing for 
salmon bass, fishermen on many days reporting the sea on some of the marks as 
“being alive with these fish.” Major Spurgin (Royal Scots Fusiliers) reports that 
he and his wife (in the boat Minnie, G. Rudd) hooked, off Baggy, sixteen fine 
salmon bass weighing 931b., and informs us the fish were plentiful, in prime condi- 
tion, and well on the bite. Mr. Twiss and friend (in the same boat, Minnie), on the 
following day, had good sport, and brought ashore some splendid fish. Whiffing 
for bass is very exciting fishing to amateurs, and numerous visitors, ladies and 
gentlemen, have availed themselves readily of this sport, and have invariably been 
well repaid by good catches of fish. There have also been plentiful catches of 
whiting pout and tamlin, W. Tucker reports that an amateur, in his boat Thetis, 
hooked a prime cod weighing about 18lb, Amateurs on the piers and jetties have 
not had so good sport the last day or two; in fact, the larger fish above-mentioned. 
incites amateurs (especially visitors) rather to whiffing for them than for fishing 
for the small fish usually taken by rod and line. Weather warm and clear ; wind, 


W.S.W.—E. Comer, 
Lake District. 

The long-continued drought has at last ended, though the rain which has as yet 
come has not visibly altered the rivers, The relief has just come in time to save 
thousands of fish, especially trout, and owing to the lowness of the streams poison- 
ing and poaching has never been so prevalent. A good many cases, however, have 
come into the hands of the watchers, and several convictions will probably be 
obtained. Nearly nothing but night fishing prevails, though in this way with 
winged flies some capital fish have been taken. The takes of char in Windermere 
still continue good, as do sea-fish at Low Levens. Hutton and Stainton Becks have 
yielded good takes, Messrs. Park, 741b., 331b., and 15lb. being about the best. Mr. 
H. Beadle had 8,10, and 22 fish in the Mint and Sprint; and Messrs. Whitehead, 
Garnett, Mann, Dixon, and Winskill have all had nice baskets from the Kent. Sea- 
fish, morts, and sprods are running in large numbers.—HPHEMERA, 

Leicester, 

Just when the Leicester public began to fear a scarcity of water consequent on 
the continued dry weather, we are favoured with a steady downpour of some hours’ 
duration, which, at the early part of this week had the effect of brightening matters 
up in all directions. There has been a decided improvement in angling prospects in 
Leicestershire, the frequent showers of rain most evenings since Monday having 
very beneficial effects. Anglers have turned out in large numbers the whole of the 
week, the local society’s waters being extremely well patronised, whilst already a 
large increase among its members is noticeable. The best sport has been obtained 
from the river and canal, pike, perch, and roach all feeding freely. The roach are 
now rapidly getting into condition, and good baskets are being secured with creeded 
wheat and malt for bait, although several of the veteran anglers keep to red and 
white paste, which is a successful bait as a rule this month. Very fine lots of perch 
have been caught, mainly with straw worms and brandlings, care being taken to 
bait the swims judiciously. Pike have also been taking the bait fairly well, live- 
bait fishing, roach and dace being most alluring. Messrs, Brown, Lunn, Wilson, and 
Cavener showed baskets of roach most days from 5lb. to 10lb. per rod, several of the 
fish going over 1lb. Ialso heard of two tench being taken on Saturday evening from 
the river Soar, worm fishing, weighing 41b. and 431b. respectively. It is a wonder, 
with so many of this class of fish in our river, that they are not more frequently 
angled for. The Weir, between Hacks Meadow and West Bridge, are capital places 
for roach at present, immense numbers of which can be seen from the bridge and 
bank. Itisa pity that something is not done to stop the wholesale netting that is 
often perpetrated in the waters adjoining the Leicester Abbey Park. Only as late 
as last Saturday night I heard that the nets were in on two occasions, and a large 
quantity of fish withdrawn without the least interference being offered by those in 
power. Whoisto blame? Is it the Leicester Angling Society, or the municipal 
body? Certainly something should be done. The Wreake, Syston, Thornton 
Reservoir, and other places have been well attended. At the reservoir on Tuesday a 
party, with Mr. Poole, a publican, of Hast Gates, Leicester, had a good day. The 
basket of the last-mentioned gentleman contained one perch weighing over 2lb., 
besides other nice fish. The brooks in this neighbourhood are still very low, not 
having risen to any great degree from the recent rains,—ALERT, ; 


Lea (Tottenham). es 

At the tail of the lock they have lately been carrying out some dredging opera- 
tions, and there the dace are massed together in immense numbers, On Tuesday, 
one angler commenced fishing for them in a business-like manner, well ground. 
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baiting with gentles, and he was rewarded by taking a capital show of fine dace. 
Fish have been feeding better than usual in the Copper Mill stream (through which 
there is a nice run of water). Catches of a dozen have been common; and some of 
the best rods have been getting two dozen and a half in an afternoon’s fishing. A 
roach of 1lb. loz. was captured by Mr. Evans in the upper water (Ford’s) on the 
2nd inst., ard from the same pool another angler got a tench weighing 3}lb. With 
the fiy I have had fair sport, both with chub, roach, and dace ; heaviest chub over 
1lb. ; heaviest roach {lb.—HAckuzEs REp. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water is still as clear as gin, and rain seems as far off as ever. Roach, how- 
ever, are biting fairly well at boiled wheat, and chub take a fly—Ye Mrpway 
WATER Rat. 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 


A great quantity of bream and roach have been taken within the last four days. 
One of our local anglers has been in the evenings, and had very good sport, bream 
feeding well. On the 5th I sawa great shoal of bream near the surface, I should 
say thousands, for they were as thick as they possibly could be for a long distance, 
so it shows that prospects are good. The water isin prime condition; buta little 
rain would not do any harm, although the water is not bright.—H. Rout. 


: Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Angling in this river has been exceedingly slow of late, in consequence of the 
low state of the river. We have not seen it so low for a long time. and it has been 
difficult to fish for those who do not wade, as the weeds extend from the side for 
some distance into the stream, in fact, in some places cover the whole surface of the 
water. I have heard of some good eels having been taken, bottom-fishing at night; 
this kind of sport has been very much more popular than formerly. I put it down 
to the fact that no night-line fishing has been allowed in the borough for the last 
four years, consequently anglers fish now with fair prospects of haying sport. I 
hear there is a fine salmon lying above the Greyfriars Bridge, and is to be seen 
throwing daily. This is a good place for an angler to take him; but none of our 
local rodsters who go in for the sport are tempted to try. The long-looked-for and 
acceptable rain came on Monday afternoon, but did not last more than a few hours, 
and was not sufficient to change the colour of the water ; the ground being so very 
dry, swallowed it up very rapidly. Nevertheless, it cooled the water and greatly 
refreshed the atmosphere, at the same time putting some little life into the hitherto 
dormant fish, as shown by the result of a couple of hours’ fishing by Mr. Ellis, 
who, on Tuesday night, took one splendid trout of 2lb., two large chub, and a very 
fine perch with the spinning minnow. Mr. Jenks, Wyle Cop, with a fly, took a 
handsome trout of 2lb.; and Mr. Richards one of 13lb. Several baskets of coarse 
fish have been taken. I hear that Bryan had a good catch of eels with his putchins 
on Monday, and as long as they stick to taking them by this means, I feel sure they 
will have the best wishes of anglers for their success. I hear of a fine trout of 
over 2lb, being found dead uuder Palin’s wall, and it was quite covered with lice. 
This is caused, no doubt, by the long-felt want of rain to cleanse the river. The 
Black Gnat, Red Ant, and Black Ant will be found good killers at present.— 
SEVERN SALMON, 

Torridge (Torrington). 

We had a heavy shower on Monday night, but not enough to raise the river, which 
is as low, or lower, than I ever remember. One of our local men was dapping for 
trout in the Upper Torridge on Monday, and took fifteen good fish. Lots of bass are 
taken float-fishing in the tidal waters daily. Two Torrington men fished the back 
tide on Monday afternoon and took fifty and one mullet. On Tuesday another of 
our local men took over forty capital fish, and hundreds are caught by one and the 
other. This is the sort of sport—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 

The Trent continues very low and clear, and barbel-anglers have been meeting 
with sport at Wilford, King’s Mills, and Holme Pierrepont. Mr. T. Wood, on Wed- 
nesday, caught fourteen barbel below King’s Mills weirs, and on Tuesday he placed 
eight to his credit. Mr. W. Parr has accounted for a dozen from Holme Pierrepont, 
where salmon have been seen feeding, although they won’t look at any kind of bait. 
A few perch were got on Thursday at Sawley, where for visitors first-class accom- 
modation may be obtained at the Harl of Harrington Arms, Rain would do a vast 
deal of good.—_THE MAN-AT-THE-CLUBS, 

Trent (Lincolnshire). 

Despite the hot. weather of the fore-end of the week, anglers here have done well 
among eels and barbel. One of the former scaled 341b., and was a grand specimen. 
The lucky angler thought he had hooked some enormous fish, for he ran him out 
like a salmon. Father Cafferata succeeded in landing a fine, well-fed barbel (61b.) 
on Friday. The fish took a bait of raw ham. Nothing but this bait will do any 
good here at present. It is strange with what avidity the tidal water fish will take 
it. I should recommend my brethren of the Thames to give it a trial. Let 
the ham be uncooked, and as red as possible; cut it-into strips of, say, 


2hin. to 3in., and about tin. square. Thread it on like a worm, and 
wait the result. Use a No. 3 or 4 hook. Salmon have taken this 
bait here, Our tides or agers are now at their height ; let us hope they will scour 


the river and bring down our scale fish. They are scarce still. The case of netting 
reported last week has been seen to. Watchers are on the look-out for his doings. 
It is clearly idle to pretend that scale fish must be destroyed by salmon-nets. Of 
course, they will be caught, but they can be returned to the water uninjured. 
Several of our club members took part in the angling match at Saxilby. No prize 
came home, The Duffield “ water-whipper” fishes with a No. 17 hook and one 
maggot ; the Gainsborough angler with a No. 3 hook and a lump of ham. How- 
ever, if we have not secured a prize, we have learnt a lesson in still-water fishing. 
A Sheffield angler might fish till Doomsday;shere and not get a fish. Heavy rain 
yesterday ; much cooler,—RODSTER. 


Wye (Buxton, Derbyshire). 

- The long-looked-for rain fails to come in any quantity ; we have had one or two 
slight showers, but not sufficient to raise the river. The past week the weather has 
been more favourable for the fly in the daytime. At night there are large numbers 
of fine trout rising freely. During the past week a Bolton gentleman secured 2} 
brace with the Red Spider; and Mr. McLachlan two brace with the Black Gnat. 
Several other anglers have secured odd trout in the evenings. The weather to-day 
is bright and hot, with a westerly wird. There area number of fishermen visiting 
the town, who are anxiously looking out for a flood.—G. H. S. 


. Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

We have had a few showers in this locality this week, but not sufficient to affect 
the rivers. On the Wye sport has again been very poor, only one gentleman getting 
anything like fair baskets—viz., two to four brace per day. On the Derwent, at 
Darley and Rowsley, there have been a few good fish taken by dibbing, At Baslow, 
a gentleman has been out several days this week, and has had baskets of fish 
averaging six brace per day, taken with the small Black Gnat. On the Matlock 
length of the Derwent several small baskets of nice trout and grayling have been 
killed by the aid of the Apple Green and Yellow Duns. The private water of F. C. 
Arkwright, Esq., infront of Willersley Castle, was netted on Monday and Tuesday 
witha view to destroy the coarse fish. The coarse fish were not so numerous as was 
thought, but several hundred of trout and grayling were taken and returned to the 
water in splendid condition.—DorrrerEn, 

oy, : Yore (Hawes). 

You will think I am either gone dead or that something very serious has happened 
as it is such a long time since you have heard from me ; but the truth is I have had 
nothing to report owing to the prolonged drought. The fish have suffered greatly 
from various causes, but all springing from the dry season, Netting, groping, 
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poaching of all kinds, and last, but not by any means least, sheep-washing. No les 
than 200 fish, varying from 2o0z. to over a pound, were taken from Yore Force after 
a washing which took place a short time ago, The filth was so great that the very 
loaches and bullheads were killed for a very considerable distance below the scene 
of operations, and I very much doubt whether it will be any use going to the Moss- 
dale Moor length of water for the rest of the season. The fell becks are completely 
depleted. During the dry season fish have been offered publicly for sale, and without 
doubt they have been obtained by the means stated above. The deep holes in the 
Yore literally swarmed with fish; in fact, if I nad not seen I could not have 
believed, there were so many fish in the river after the quantities taken out. Some 
of the grayling were well up to 2lb. Some piling has been done, to the disgust of 
the netting fraternity. The barometer is falling, and I hope we shall have a good 
big flood to carry off the accumulation of rubbish of all kinds and descriptions that 
is polluting the river at the present time; in fact, in some places the stream is a 
perfect nuisance.—J, CoRRY. 








THE IZAAK WALTON STATUE FUND. 


ANGLING societies and gentlemen who have not yet forwarded their 
promised subscriptions to the above fund are requested kindly to 
do so at once as the list will be closed very shortly. They should 
be sent to Mr. R. B. Marston, Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 188, Fleet- 
street, London. 
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AS this subscription list will also be closed shortly, those gentlemen 
who intend to subscribe will oblige by doing so at once. Subscrip- 
tions can be sent to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. F. M. Halford, 35, 
Inverness-terrace ; or to Mr. R. B. Marston, the Hon. Sec. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, EH, PRITT. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN. 


Str,—Opening your last week’s pleasant and instructive paper, I noticed the 
illustration of Major Traherne’s method of attaching a drop-fly to a salmon-cast, 
and you apparently advocated itas his own design. Isee, Veluti in speculum, a 
deprecatory letter from Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, now on your table, denouncing 
this as culled from the ‘“‘ Modern Practical Angler,’ page 56, brought out by the 
author some sixteen years ago, and whose suggestion has been employed by me 
with excellent effect for many years. 

There may be a slight difference in the two engravings on paper and book; but, 
practically, this is only noticeable by the extra lapping. I have also used this ona 
trout cast, but considered it too obtrusive if the water was anything clear; but for 
salmon it is excellent. 

I observe an illustrated advertisement, which also appears in the GAZETTE, that 
implies a new discovery for securing the end of rod ferrules by serrating the edges, 
and binding over them on to the rod. This is no new idea, as I am in possession of 
a rod, which I purchased from Curten, of Mallow, some fourteen years since, with 
very similar attachment of ferrules. Therefore, he evidently knew the value of 
this a considerable time ago. 

Neither are eyed-hooks in their infancy by a long chalk (as generally known) ; 
but it is difficult to understand why they have not more improved in quality and 
make, as noticed frequently in sporting papers by many anglers. One of the most 
beautiful specimens of an eyed double prawn hook I have ever seen was obtained by 
me from poor Hackett, of Patrick-street, Cork, long, long since—some twenty years. 
Hackett had these specially made for himself ; he wasaclever man, and always had 
some wrinkle to help an angler in desperate emergency. He has gone over to the 
majority, and the hooks are unobtainable. 

I forward you herewith a prepared cock’s hackle ; also another wound round a hook 
to show my method of working one of the most untractable materials generally 
used by fly-makers. It willbe observed that one side of the hackle has been twisted 
over to the other, and can, when required, with the utmost ease be attached to the 
hook and wound around the body without a single one of the various fibres getting 
out of place and giving trouble. This is applicable to all sorts of feathers, and is of 
the greatest use when required to be put on thickly at the shoulder of a fly. I had 
to flatten the hackled hook for transmission through post ; but 1 think if you put 
it into a glass of water for a short time the fibres will come out again in their 
pristine form, and show how admirably they set. I never saw a professional or 
amateur who was acquainted with this, although I have asked many, and taught it to 
them, yet it may be nothing new. It is done by taking the hackle in your left hand, 
between finger and thumb, about the centre, then with arapid twist and pressure of the 
right-hand finger and thumb bring one side over to the other ; it is a little difficult to 
acquire, but will never be forgotten, and is most useful to know. I learnt it from 
an old army pensioner at Chudleigh in Devonshire, when a stripling of twelve 
summers wild to make my own flies. How well I remember the first trout 
that fell victim to my rough insects ; and though so many years have gone, memory 
brings 

“ Those unchanged feelings 
That memory, still charged with pain, 
Hates energy. Love’s deep revealings 
Give back my youth ; oh ! give me back my youth again.” 
NUNQUAM NON PARATUS, 


[The hackle is very neatly put on.—ED. ] 


THE “ FISHING GAZETTE” SPLICE. ‘ ‘ 

“When shall we see split-cane rods made without ferrules, the joints spliced 
together after the manner of our favourite greenheart salmon and trout-rods? There 
is a small fortune in the idea.” —* F.G.,” July 2, 1887, p. 4. 

Srr,—Splices should be long, thick, and blunt. Tackle-makers, in order to be 
neat in their work, generally make them too short, too thin, and too sharp at the 
points, No brass catches should be used to keep the points in their places, The 
entire length of the splices of both joints should be separately, closely, and firmly 
lapped with well-waxed, moderately thick, soft, white, twisted purse-silk, and the 
superfluous wax removed before tying with a bit of wash-leather, This lapping to 
be well painted over twice with a glue made of isinglass of the best quality and 
skimmed milk, prepared in a hot-water bath (a white marmalade-pot inside a pan 
of boiling water), and applied carefully ana thinly with a hog-bristle brash whilst 
hot. When thoroughly dry, give two coats of thinly-applied copal varnish, then 
one coat of brown spirit varnish. A strong brass catch tied in at one end of the 
lapping, and a length of plaited prepared silk line to splice with at the other joint 
make the splice complete. 

It is simple, strong, lasts a long time, is easily renewed, does not work loose or come 
unfastened, and forms, in my opinion, after much trial and experiment, a Sees 

PLICR, 
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CLOSE TIME FOR COARSE FISH. 

Srr,—In your issue of July 2 I notice a proposition of the Richmond Piscatorial 
Society to appoint the close time for roach, chub, barbel, bream, carp, and tench from 
May 1 to July 31 inclusive, and, in fact, it seems to be the general opinion amongst 
the different associations who have ventilated the matter that different dates be 
appointed for different fish. So far so good; but it simply means open season 
all the year round, and, another thing, I have found fish differing in condition 
in different rivers. 

In our river—the Brue—the roach and dace are now in the pink of condition, 
and that any of the anglers who have caught the “big-’uns” can testify. Carp 
I can only answer for as being in good condition here. To include July as a 
“lose” month is taking away one of our best months, as the weather of Her 
Most Gracious Majesty’s kingdom is hardly to be relied upon towards September ; 
if the weather has been fine for a month or two previous to that, the chances 
are that the water is very low and warm, and the fish sickly and off the 
feed. I think myself the best way out of the difficulty is for the Conservancy 
Boards of the respective districts to appoint their own close times, based on the 
reports and observations of their river-watchers, or from any of the old anglers 
of their district. In rivers not governed by a Conservancy Board, let the present 
close time now in force stand as itis. That the Mundella Act has come far short 
of what it was intended to do there is no doubt; but, nevertheless, it has done 
immense good. The Act itself certainly wants reframing, especially in the 
“ exceptions.” 

T trust I have not encroached too much on your valuable time and space on this 
subject; but I, for one, would not like to be debarred from fishing during July when 
I can see no necessity for it—for the Brue, at least—and I do not think I am one by 
myself in my opinion.—I am, Xc., 

J. BROWN, 
Hon. Secretary Highbridge Angling Association. 

Mayfield House, Highbridge, Somerset, July 4th. 





THE HALF-HITCH JAM KNOT. 

S1r,—In your GAZETTE of to-day I observe that your correspondent, J. W. Curtis, 
has contradicted the following assertion made by “J. H. W.” in “F. G.” of the 4th 
inst, in the last paragraph but one of his letter on this interesting subject, viz. :— 
“ But note that you cannot, after the manner of other knots, make this knot outside 
the hook first, as it were, and afterwards slide it down over the eye.” As Mr. Curtis 
did not take the tronble to fully explain “the correct and only comfortable way of 
making the knot,” and feeling sure that many of your readers, including “J. H. W.,” 
would like to have the method explained, I beg to supply the information omitted 
by Mr. Curtis. As the manipulation of knots is difficult to explain in a letter, I 
inclose a diagram to assist the explanation. 





The point A of the gut, after being sufficiently soaked, is passed through the eye 
of the hook, round over and wnder a portion of the gut B towards and over at the 
point C, thus forraing a loop or half-hitch. Take both portions of the gut at © 
between the thumb and forefinger of the right hand and pass the loop over the eye. 
After reducing the size of the loop, tighten from the point A, which will prevent 
the loop slipping back over the eye ; at the same time draw the knot close to the eye 
towards B, and cut off any superfluous length of gut at the point A.—I am, Xc., 

Portsea, June 25, PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN, 





TO OUR RIVER REPORTERS. 

Srr,—As a constant reader of the FISHING GAZETTE, I am fully assured of your 
courtesy in all matters piscatorial. I therefore beg leave to make one suggestion 
for the real and permanent improvement of that most instructive journal, with the 
hope that, in return, you will favour me with a very small piece of advice on live- 
bait fishing. 

The simple suggestion I have to offer is that the writers of “ River Reports” be 
required to affix to each such report the date of its composition, At present they are 
most interesting, but also most confusing ; it is impossible to discover which week 
they refer to, andthe varieties of climate mentioned in the same issue would compre- 
hend all the countries under heaven, It is hopeless to try to learn what flies are on 
under such varying conditions. 

One reporter writes : ‘“ Drought still continues” after the deluge of June 2. The 
suggestion made above would clear up any such difficulties. 

1 ask your advice on the following :—How to bait with live minnows for trout, 
especially in deep, still water above a mill-dam? I sent to Bulmer’s for some snap- 
hooks, thinking they would be used through the back fin; but they have sent me 
e'mply small triangles, and I know no way of using them on live-bait. My book on 
angling gives a picture of baiting a dead gorge, from which it appears that the hooks 
rest against the cheek of baitand the gimp is threaded through to the tail, by which 
method it appears that the bait would have to progress backwards—rather unnatural, 
is it not ?—I am, &c.,, Wm, LunD. 

Trotton, near Petersfield, June 30. 


[In future we hope to carry out the Rev. Mr. Lund’s suggestion as far as possible, 
and beg to request our River Reporters to affix the date to their reports in future, 
and to post them in good time, as every week reports arrive after the paper has gone 
to press. The ordinary way of baiting with live minnow is to use a single hook 
passed through both lips (a sneck bend is best for this purpose). If the fish are 
coming short, try a small triangle, putting one of the hooks through the back fin or 
lips ; but the single hook on stained undrawn gut is the simplest and best. Ifa 
dead minnow is used, the “ drop minnow tackle,” as sold by Mr. Cummins, of Bishop 
Auckland, and Messrs. Hardy Bros., of Alnwick, is the best (unless you use spinning 
tackle). If weare not mistaken, they give directions for this, at times, deadly 
style of fishing in their catalogues; it is called “shade fishing,” as you fish in hot, 
bright weather, when the trout frequent shady places under trees and banks.—E D, | 





EELS FEEDING ON THE SURFACE. 

S1r,—I have read with great interest the correspondence on the above subject, 
and am in a position to confirm the statement that eels do feed on the surface occa- 
sionally. Some years ago I made the same statement publicly amongst anglers, and 
was rather severely cross-questioned by old anglers, who were evidently convinced 
to the contrary ; but during the last few weeks of hot weather we have had around 
this neighbourhood many proofs of eels feeding on flies. Two evenings last week I 
was angling with a friend in a private pool, when towards 9 o’clock we hearda 
peculiar noise under the bushes close by, my friend remarking that it must be the 
young fry having a game to themselves ; but as I had often heard and seen young 
fry on the surface of the water, I could not believe that they could make such a 
peculiar noise and movement. To convince myself and friend, I suggested that we 
should lie down on the bank close to the water, and notice the movements closely. 


We did so, and plainly saw the “grig” and “snig” feeding on the Blue Dun, and 
apparently make a dive under the bank. Being determined to again notice the same 
place, I put my rod together at the spot, and sat down “waiting for a bite,” or sign 
of the previous evening. During the time I sat amongst the bushes I threw a crust 
of bread into the water to soak ; but, Sir, you may be astonished at what happened, 
for in a few minutes after I distinctly saw a“ grig ” of about 121b. in weight come 
and bite a piece clean out of it whilst on the surface. The pool isa noted one for 
pike and eels, I having caught a very large quantity of both at all seasons ; I have 
also had bream and tench up to 43lb, 

I can fully endorse the statements of your correspondent, “M. A.,” as Tam 
thoroughly convinced by actual observation that eels do occasionally feed on the 
surface.—I am, Xc., 

37, Comberton-road, Kidderminster. M. Hirst. 


RAILWAY CONCESSIONS. 

Srr,—I thank you for inserting my letter of the 25th ult., but I am sorry to say 
that it has not met with my expectations, as only one association—namely, Bristol 
—has thought proper to answer it. i 

The object of my letter was to obtain the names of the secretaries of the various 
associations where the Great Western Railway have withdrawn the concession, and 
open a correspondence with them with a view of the chief officers of each association 
meeting to confer together as to the best means to be adopted to regain the conces- 
sion, the time and town for meeting to be arranged to suit all parties interested. 

This was the opinion expressed at our mass meeting at Worcester, as we think by 





joint action we should have more power in approaching the directors than by the ~ 


various associations remaining isolated, as they are at the present time. I hope that 
the associations suffering from the withdrawal have not lost all hope. We have 
not in Birmingham, and shall continue to agitate until it is restored to us.— 
Iam, &c., CHARLES WHITE, 

General Secretary Birmingham and District United Angling Association. 


HASTINGS. 

Srr,—Is there any freshwater fishing within easy distance of Hastings, trout pre- 
ferred ; also any sea-fishing? Could you kindly tell me where to get permission, if 
any is required ?—I am, Xc., 

July 4. pels ib} 








AN IMPROVED DISGORGER. 

S1r,—By same post I send you an improved disgorger I have devised, I madea 
similar one last season and found it very satisfactory, as it will extract hooks from 
fish, no matter how far down. 

In the case of small perch, who usually take hook and about three inches of gut 
as well, you cannot sce the hook at all, and probing for it with the ordinary dis- 
gorger is a very uncertain business, The only way out of the difficulty is either to 
cut the gut, leaving the hook in, or cut the fish open. This is entirely obviated by 
the disgorger I use. 

Directions.—T wist disgorger round till you get th» gut in the centre of the spiral 
ring, push disgorger down (holding the gut taut) till you feel the hook bend, and 






































still having gut taut, place gut alongside disgorger stem ; hold the two tight together 
when, by a mixture of push, twist, and pull, you will extricate the hook, and after a 
little practice very easily, it being much easier to do than describe. 3 

If you consider this improvement of sufficient advantage to your readers, perhaps 
you might find room for an illustration of it in the FISHING GAzuTTH. It is very 
easily made, and should be of steel wire.—I am, Xc., 

Weybridge, June 30th. TuHos. J. LENEY. 

[We give an illustration of the disgorger which our correspondent describes. 
Anglers will thank him for making such a good idea public property. It can, 
of Coutae, be made any ‘size, and with the old form of disgorger at the other 
end.—ED., | 





PIKE-FISHING. 

Srr,—If “ Esox Lucius” adopts the following plan, he will not be troubled with 
his line fouling the bait :— 

Put a pilot on the line about 3ft. above the float, fix one end of a piece of fine 
copper wire to the float, take a few turns round the line with it, and fix the other 
end in the pilot float.—I am, &c., R. J. M, 

Clarendon House, Dartmouth. 


WIMBLEDON LAKE—THE HEAT. 

Sir,—On July 3rd, Mr. Hollingsworth, one eel, 21b. 1430z., and one eel about IIb. ; 
also an angler that sent his bait out an immense distance by the aid of a sai/ attached 
to four pieces of wood, similar in shape to a Lapland snow-shoe, one eel about 11b., 
a beauty. On June 26th, Mr, Highbee, one carp, 6lb.; Mr. Durham, one carp, 4lb, ; 
and Mr. Lang, one carp, 3lb. 

The heat was terrific, and everything seemed languishing for water, even the 
leaves on the trees hung limp and drooped in the hot, scorching sun. The hedgerows 
were white with dust, the fields presented far from a green appearance, and it 


appears to me there will be no after-math, or anything else, if a change does not ~ 


take place very soon. The lake was literally swarming with insect life; but there 
seemed to be a great dearth of swallows. I happened to say to a friend, “I see the 
eels are at their old games again, skimming the surface for flies as usual,” When, to 
my astonishment, a gent on the left replied, ‘‘ Those are not eels, sir.” ‘‘ What, not 
those two over there, turning and twisting about like water-snakes?” “No; 
those are carp, sir, and that—the arrow-like wave—is caused by the back fin cutting 
through the water.” As as old countryman I know says, “ Where ignorance is blest 
tis folly to be wise, sir.’—I am, &c., M. A, 

N.B.—For the life of me I cannot see what the May Fly has to do with eels 
skimming the surface in July. 





GREASE ON GUT. 

Srr,—I noticed last week in the GAZETTE some remarks about the injurious effect 
of grease on gut. I am in the habit of keeping my gut rolled up in oiled silk plenti- 
fully smeared with vaseline. I cannot say that I have yet observed any ill effects, 
but possibly I my find it out too late, so I should be glad to have further information 
on the subject. 


I have the gut in oiled silk, and that again in an old tobacco pouch, and I used 


vaseline with a view. (it seems quite an erroneous one) of keeping the gut supple.— 
Tam, &c., 

Leigh House, Hampstead Heath, July 1. J. H.W. 

[We should say that it would be a mistake in every way to grease the fly-cast. It 
would cause it to float in an objectionable manner. ‘The knots would be liable to 
slip, and the transparency of the gut would be affected, We have no experience as to 
whether grease affects the strength of gut in any way. The object of the oiled silk 
is to exclude damp, which will speedily destroy the strength of gut, especially when 
it has been drawn.—Ep. | 


GREASE-PROOF ENVELOPES WANTED. 





S1r,—Can you tell me where one can buy the “ greaseproof envelopes” for carry- 


ing sandwiches? Isaw them mentioned in an account of the last Sportsman’s Exhi. 
bition at Olympia.—I am, &c., H, Fy Di 














A QUERY. 

Srr,—Your correspondent, “ Midlands,” gives a delightful description of a day’s 
dry and wet fly-fishing he had somewhere, not long since, in a Midland stream. He 
tells us afriend with him caught a trout, “ whacked it ou the head, and then mea- 
sured it to see if it was the regulation size.’ That factspeaks for itself, and I hope 
I may be on the committee of some fishing club the gentleman is anxious to enter ; 
but “Midlands” also tells us he fished with “two Bumbles tied with nice soft 
hackles, and with plenty of furnace.” Will he kindly explain what “furnace” is? 
—Iam Xe., OLD OTTER, 


LOCH SHIN, 

Srr,—Last year I wrote to point out a most absurd and exaggerated account of 
the trout-fishing on Loch Shin, which emanated from the innkeeper at Overscaig, 
and turned out to be a printer’s error, and a big one witha vengeance. Is the loch 
haunted—and its smaller sisters even more so—with printers’ devils? I fear it is 
even 80, 

By mere chance I was running over an article in 14th May issue, called “Trout, 
Ferow, and Salmon—Loch Shin,” &e., by D. Campbell, and [ came across a few state- 
ments which I, who have fished Loch Shin in its more palmy days, may well elevate 
} my eyebrows over. ’ 

[ First, speaking of Overscaig, the writer, who is evidently a “brither Scot,” says 
of Fiag Island, three miles below Overscaig Inn, \‘thereabout is the best part of 
the loch.” Then he adds, “ Trout run large, many up to 2lb, in weight” (the italics 
are mine). Now, Sir, I should say that they are deuced scarce commodities, and 
that trout of 11b. are not very common, trout running, so far as I remember, about 

| 31b, on an average good day—I really don’t think more, less on a bad day at times, 

4 So much for Loch Shin at Fiag Island. Then, speaking of Loch Griam, which 

'—~ lies 94 -e Loch Shin, and flows into it by the river Garvie (and which is about 2} 

} — length to Loch Shin’s 21), he adds: “ Zhe average weight of trout is 231b., 

; «.... bre of excellent quality, being more like salmon,” Now, Sir, will any fisherman 

¥ 's angled in the waters of Loch Griam confirm this, to me, highly-coloured 
1g 09 Meg ,ent? I distinctly aver that when I fished it last, about 16 or 17 years ago, 
| le an average of not more than four or five to the pound, with my favourite 
javy a the fly, and entirely, or chiefly, from shore—wading in, of course. 

| TIT ‘ Shin i Fiag Island in this way (it was too 

“ON & yo. Once fished Loch Shin from Overscaig to Fiag Island in thi y 

puog £7/7my to use a small boat, the only one allotted to me that day), and I got 171b. of 

out, and proud I was, even in those days, to have five trout 1lb. each—most 

unusual in my humble experience. Of course, now and then a 21b. trout would be 

taken ; but I don’t think it is a fair statement of the sport to be expected by any 
fly-fisherman, and I wish to express my views. 

Again, speaking of Loch Merkland, which lies beyond Loch Griam, all three 

being in a chain, and flowing into one another, the writer says, speaking of all 

| three :—‘“‘The ayerage basket on these lochs is 12lb. per rod, but an expert angler 

} will frequently average 16lb. per day. Much heavier baskets are frequently made, 

and a basket of 30lb. to a rod is not uncommon (!), but such is not the rule.’ I 

‘ only ask any man with time and inclination to run back over the fishing reports in 
the FISHING GAZETTE of Loch Shin, and compare them with this statement. Re- 
member this : Two rods generally go to one basket—i.e., two in one boat; so that 
241b, per boat is the average, 321b. a good average for two skilled rods, and 60lb, 
occasionally ! 

f Will any independent gentleman (I use the word advisedly), who is staying at 

present, or has been fishing Loch Shin, kindly say which statement is most like the 
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truth as fishing goes this and the past few years? Baskets not to be part of “the 
take,” and trout fairly weighed. I love Scotland and its fishing, for Iam proud of 
my own country ; but I cannot believe that as years roll on fishing can have im- 
proved instead of degenerated, even allowing that Iam a greenhorn. 

I may add that I am not speaking of trolling, nor is the writer evidently, for he 
gives separate and special mention to Salmo ferox, which attain large dimensions. 


‘I deal with the ordinary trout which rise at a fly, as he evidently does, and I hold 


that somehow there are some statements of the writer’s which would not stand the 
test on the spot, however good the angler. Possibly it is that little “devil” again. 
What on earth does he mean by it? Can't you send him back to Hades, Sir ?—I 
am, &c., E. M. Top. 

[The printer is not to blame this time. We hope Mr. D, Campbell will reply to 
Mr. Tod, and explain about the 2lb. trout and other matters questioned by Mr, Tod. 
—ED. | 





IS THERE FISHING NEAR SOUTHEND? 

Sr1r,—Can you, or some of the readers of your “ welcome weekly,” give me any 
idea of the freshwater fishing to be had in the neighbourhood of Southend, Hssex ? 
I see by the map the river “ Roach” is within easy distance. Does it, as its name 
implies, contain “roach,” with which fish—I hope the enjoyment has been mutual 
—I've spent many a “ happy day”? Any information on the subject will be much 
esteemed by —Yours, Xc., 





ANCHOLME (BRIGG),—The watersin the neighbourhood of Brigg are now in fine 
condition for angling, thanks to the navigation authorities. As an instance of 
what has of late been done by local fishermen, it may be stated that on Monday 
after the rain Messrs. Whiteside and Shirtcliffe, of Brigg, whilst angling in the 
river near the Yarborough Oil Mills, in a couple of hours landed, among smaller 
fish, eight bream, averaging 3lb. each, and about sixty roach, running from $lb. to 
14lb. ‘Lhe fish were in capital condition. The bag was sent on to a friend in Shef- 
field, where it caused a good deal of interest.—W. 

WitHAm.—Sport on this river and in the drains and streams of the locality has 
this week been good. Bream are very plentiful, and a good many have already been 
landed. Good takes, indeed, have been the rule since the season began, though 
up to Monday the water was too clear for much success. Perch, roach, and 
dace abound in the water, along with a lot of chub, which are chiefly found 
in the part of the Witham near Lincoln. What is called the Forsdyke, above that 
place, is affording plenty of sport, rain being the main thing wanted to stir up 
the fish. Pike are also plentiful in the Witham, and eels abound in all 
directions. Hver since the commencement of the season these have afforded a good 
deal of sport, when roach, and other fish failed to take. During the hotter days of 
last week the river presented a singular sight. At different places hundreds of fish 
were to be seen at the top of the water as though they were in a sick and dying 
state, yet as soon as the air cooled again, they disappeared. This sight was very 
assuring for anglers, and it is believed that seldom have the waters been better 
supplied with fish, Capital baskets have this week been taken from Braybrook 
Pool, on the Witham, and some exceptionally heavy bream have been landed at 
Southery.—W. 

SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger's system (recommended by H, Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Hsq.)—For patterns, prices, aud instructions for self-measurement, apply to 
T. B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIV@RPOOL. 











FISHING STOCKINGS. 





















Anderson, Anderson, and Anderson 
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THE TEST” IMPROVED BUGKL AND WATERPROOF 


7 Fishing Brogue, © === 


(REGISTERED. ) 
Rd. 39981. 





Fishing and Shooting Jacket, 





The Most Practical Wader ever Invented, 
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Mr., THOMAS, writing to the FISHING GAZETTE, says :— 


“The ‘Test’ Brogues are simply PERFECT. They are 
the best finished and easiest to wear (whilst at the same 
time giving one a firm footing in the river) that I 
everused. I cannot praise them too highly,” &c., &c, 
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Messrs. ANDERSON have greatly improved 
the fixing of their ‘‘ Test”? Brogues, so 
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Entered ati Stationers’ Hall. 


Fishing Trousers for Salmon Fishing. 
Can be Shortened for Wading with Trousers. 
Makes an Excellent Riding Waterproof with 
the Addition of our “ Bailey” Riding Apron. 








cre ALAA that the Uppers will not get down when We are now making our Improved 


66 ” 7 
MADE IN THEIR THREE Buckland” Waterproof in a Coat form, 
sodden. The Soles cannot be softened by which can be Shortened into an ordinary 


Gold Medal Qualities, immersion in water for any length of time! Jacket, 33, 34, or 35 inches long. ~ 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 27; queen victoria "street, LONDON, Ec, 


Works: BOW.ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 
s 
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ABERDEENSHIRE. | 


DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, &BERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE. For particulars apply to 

ALEX. McGREGOR. 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE, 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY. 


“ Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE, Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter. ’Bus communi- 
cation to and from Aberdeen daily. Conveyances 
meet trains at Logieriere Station when desired. 
Fishing Gear supplied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent, Further particulars on application. 
J. RITCHIH, Proprietor. 


[WPERIAL HOTEL, 


ABERDEEN. 


Personally Patronised by the Royal 
Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
Der and Don. 

Gentlemen are Boarded during the Season. 


DEESIDE HYDROPATHIGC 
ESTABLISHMENT. 


Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 

Tae Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of PRESERVED SALMON and TROUT 
FISHING FREE over about two miles of the far- 
afmed River Dee (partly on both gides of the 
river), as it runs through the estates of Heathcot 
and Ardoe. In the constructing, furnishing, 
and surroundings of the house no expense has 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, 
&c., can be had from Dr. STEWART, Resident 
Superintendent, Heathcot. 


ABERDEENSHIRE. 
TO LET, 


One or Two Rods FISHING on the 
DON, with 1,600 Acres good Partridge 
and Mixed Shooting, 


WM. GARDEN, 
GUNMAKER, ABERDEEN. 


ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotel is situated near Loch Etive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE Fishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argylishire. Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine. JAS MURRAY, Proprietor. 


a EE TE 
THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWE, 


Portsonachan Hotel, 
LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTH, 1886 :—“ Port- 
sonachan Hotel isone of the best situated, as it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has asteam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel ; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secur ats, &c,, beforehand.” 




















CUILFAIL HOTEL, 
PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN, 


Visitors at “Cuilfail” have the privilege of 
Fishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous Ioch Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fisaing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also ba had, and Grouse and other Shooting 
by arrangemeat with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use f Anglers. Average 
weekly take of Trout, 1,600. Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and dei ghtful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MCFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. Telegraph 
Office :—Kilmartin, 





ARGYLLSHIRE. 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 
of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 
the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 
strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, and SALMO 


PEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE, 


TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN. 
First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an houtr’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station. Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers call at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A. MUNRO. 


SALMON ANGLING Free. 
DALMALLYHOTEL,GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at Dalmally Hotel can have 
SUE&RIOR SALMON FISHING on nine miles of 
the beautiful River OROHY, 


LOCH AWE HOTEL. 


(Under the Same Management.) 


Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AWE 
free. Experienced boatmen kept. Boats towed by 
steam-launch to the best fishing grounds on the 


oo DUNCAN FRASER, Proprietor. 
TOBERMORY (Island of Mull), 
WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 
Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days. 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


MULL. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Lochs in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. 
SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SEA 

FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS 
may also be had. 
Posting, with careful drivers. 

The Hotel is seven miles from Staffa and Iona, 
and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and antiquarian interest. 


Visitors are assur ed that every attention will be 
paid to their comfort, and 


BANFFSHIRE, _ 
SPEY ANGLING 
FREE. 

The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Speyand 
Fiddoch. Nicely situated. It is the most con- 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 























arrangements. Hiring inall its branches. Every 
attention is given to comfort. Magnificent 
scenery. 


JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE. 


TROUT & SPRING SALMON 


ANGLING. 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, CANONBIE, 
DUMFRIESSHIRE. 


The above hotel is situated amid the FINEST 
SCENERY ON THE SCOTTISH BORDER, on 
the old coaching road between Carlisle and Lang- 
holm ; considered the finest drive in England. Not 
a hundred yards trom the hotel flows the beantiful 
and winding ESK, the best salmon-tenanted 
stream inthe south of Scotland, while the historic 
LIDDLE, scarcely inferior as a sea trout and 
salmon water, is within 20 minutes’ walking 
distance. As the nets are now taken from the 
mouth of the river, the fishing will be superior to 
anything heretofore. Hvery hotel accommodation. 
Good posting. Close to railway station. Post- 
office 100 yards off. Angling taught by experts. 


ALEXANDER ELDER, PRropRintor, 











BERWICKSHIRE. 
BOARD AND LODGINGS 


for One or Two Gentlemen at a Farm- 
house, situate onriver WAITADDER, 
where excellent Trout Fishing can 
generally be depended on.—Apply for 
terms to James Tun, Smiddy-hill, by 
Dung, Berwickshire. 


FORFARSHIRE, 


PANMURE ARMS HOTEL, 
EDZELL, BY BRECHIN, HB, 


Excellent SALMON and TROUT-FISHING on 
NORTH ESK, FREE to Hotel Visitors. Besides 
the Hotel water, the Splendid Trouting Streams of 
Glenesk, in which Trout of good size and quality 
abound, are within easy distance. This is a quiet 
and beautiful retreat, and the fishing is good all 
the Spring and Summer Months. Particulars on 
application, 


KEITH KNOWLES, Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


The Highland Railway Co.’s 


























STATION HOTEL, 


INVERNESS. 


First-class Family Hotel. Patronised by 
the Royal Family. Charges very moderate. 


Posting. 
EDWARD CESARI, Manager. 


RIVER ROY. 


ROY BRIDGE HOTEL, KINGUSSIE, 


Situated at the foot of Glenroy and the Parallel 
Roads is the choicest Anglers’ Resort in the Dis- 
trict. The scenery is charming, the air most 
bracing, and the whole neighbourhood is highly 
interesting to the historian, botanist, geologist, 
and ornithologist. 
THE SALMON FISHING 
of the River Roy is attached to the Hotel till end 
of July, and will be let per day or week ata 
nominal charge. Celebrated Highland Gillies for 
fishing or mountaineering if desired. The Fort- 
William and Kingussie Coaches pass daily. 
Superior Carriages and Post Horses. Special 
tariff to Anglers. 
EWEN MACKINTOSH, Lessee. 


LOCH ERICHT HOTEL, 


DALWHINNIE, 
Inverness-shire. 


Within a few minutes’ walk of the Railway 
Station. Excellent Fishing for Trout, /erox, and 
Pike on several Lochs, and Grilse and Trout on 
River Truim, in connection with Hotel, 


BOATS AND FISHING FREE. 


PARTIES BOARDED. 
JOHN McDONALD, Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


Invergarry Hotel, 
CALEDONIAN CANAL. 


(“ Charming Resort.”) 
Now open, as rebuilt and enlarged. Superior 
accommodation and perfect quietness. Reasonable 
charges. Reduced Tariff for Boarders for a week 
or longer. ‘‘ The pride of Scotia’s mountain 
scenery.” Excellent TROUT and FHEROX FISH- 


ING on 
LOCH GARRY, 

the best Angling and most picturesque large 
Highland Lake in Inverneis-shire. Boats FREE. 
Lawn Tennis. Post horses. Drives to scenes of 
interest, and pleasure parties arranged. Route— 

er Steamer to Cullochy Locks, Caledonian Canal. 
Hotel close by. Post and Telegraph Offices at hand. 

JOHN MCINNES, Lessee. 


PERTHSHIRE. 


Lochs Katrine, Achray, and 
Vennacher. 


THE TROSSACHS HOTEL, 


By CALLANDAR, N.B., 


Is conveniently situated for these romantic Lakes, 
which ali afford splendid Angling, 


BOATS AND BOATMEN, 


Special terms arranged with parties stayinga 
week or more. Posting. Excursions, 


R. BLATR, Proprietor. 


FREE FISHING ON 
LOCH and RIVER. 


Loch Tummel Hotel, 


PITLOCHRY, N.B. 


Boats Free for Visitors staying at the 
Hotel, Posting, 


D. DOW, Proprietor. 














ABERFELDY. 
Breadalbane Arms Hotel. 


SALMON and TROUT FISHING on 
the River Tay, and TROUT FISHING 
on Loch-na-Craig, with use of Boat, free 
to visitors at this Hotel. 


ROSS-SHIRE. _ 
POOLEWE HOTEL, 


WEST OF ROSS-SHIRE. 
EXCELLENT VARIED SCENERY, TROUT 
AND SEA-FISHING. 

This Hotel is beautifully situated on the banks 
of the Ewe and Loch Ewe, and within a few 
minutes’ walk of Loch Maree. Tourists and 
Visitors will find pleasure, quietness, and comfort, 
combined with Moderate Charges. The Free Fish- 
ings in connection with the Hotel are excellent. 
The Drives are beautiful; the picturesque Caves 
of Cove within 8 miles’ drive. 
Fishing. Boats and Boatmen supplied. Posting. 
Post and Telegraph Office, Poolewe, Railway 
Station, Auchnasheen. Route, by daily steamer 
to Gairloch, or daily coach from Auchnasheen. 

ALEX. M’LENNAN, Proprietor. 


Kinloch Ewe Hotel, 
BY DINGWALL, ROSS~SHIRE, 


The Hotel is situated near the head of Loch 
Maree and 10 miles from Achnasheen Station on 
the Dingwall and Skye Railway. It; romantic 
situation is unequalled. Boats for Fishing Free on 
Loch Maree. Fine drives in different directions, 
including the magnificent scenery of Torridon 
past Loch Clare, within easy drive to Loch Torri- 
don, and also up Glen Logan, where a grand view 
of Ben Hay is obtained. Ben Slioch (3,216 feet) is 
easily reached from the Hotel, 

Carriages and Horses for Hire. 
Wines, Spirits, &c., of the Finest Quality. Letters 
and Telegrams carefully attended to, 
The superior nature of the Sea-Trout Fishing in 
Loch Maree is well known. 


STIRLINGSHIRE, 


NVERSNAID HOTEL, Loch Lomond, 
This Hotel is centrally situated in the Scottish 
Lake district, amidst unrivalled scenery. In the 
neighbourhood are many places of interest, such 
as Rob Roy’s Cave, the Islands on Loch Lomond, 
on some of which are the remains of feudal strong- 
holds, and within a few yards of the Hotel, Inver- 
snaid Falls, rendered famous by Wordsworth in 
his Poem “To a Highland Girl.” Coaches to and 
from Loch Katrine, in connection with all the 
sailings of the Steamers there, to and from the 
Trossachs. Lawn Tennis, Boats, Billiards, &c. 
Trout Fishing on the Loch free. Parties boarded 

by the week or month, except in August, 

ROBERT BLAIR, Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE 


TONGUE HOTEL, 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE, HB, 


ANGUS CAMPBELL, Proprietor. 


























Highland Railway to Lairg, thence per coach to. 


Tongue. 


Pleasantly situated on the North Coast of Suther- 
land, in one of the best districts of that famous 
Fishing county, and surrounded by some of the finest 
scenery of the Highlands. SPLENDID BROWN 
TROUT, SHA-TROUT, and DEEP-SHA FISHING 
within easy reach from the Hotel. Boats on the 
different Lochs and also on the Kyle. Good Sea-Bath- 
ing. Doctor resident in village. Post and Telegraph 
Office three minutes’ walk from door. Daily Mail. 
Every accommodation for Sportsmen and Tourists 
Posting in all its branches. 


DRUMBEG HOTEL, 


Assynt, near Lochinver, 


Scores of Lochs within easy walking distance, on 
all of which the Fishing for Sea Trout and Loch 
Trout is FREE to Hotel Visitors. Delightful Sea~ 


bathing. 
ALEX. MCKENZIR, Froprietor. 


Altnacealgach Hotel, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE 


This Hotel is situated in one of the most delightful and 
picturesque parts of the Northern Highlands, and in re- 
spect of the magnificence of the views to be obtained from 
it. and the splendid facilities it offers for Trout and Ferox 
Fishing, it is unsurpassed by any other Hotel in the 
county. HIGHT BOATS, with EXPERIENCED BOAT- 


MEN,are kept onthe Lochs for the convenience of hotel © 


visitors. To real lovers of TROUT FISHING of the 


VERY BEST description this quiet spot requires only to be 
known to be appreciated. Variety of Flies, &c., of the 
most approved kind always kept in stock. A daily Mail 
Car from Lairg to Loch Inver, between which places this 
Hotel is about half-way, passes the door. 


CHARGES MODERATE, 


LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS PROMPTLY 
ATTENDED TO, 


Additional particulars on applying to 


Mrs. MACDONALD, 
Altnacealgach Hotel, Lairg, N.B. 


DURNESS HOTEL, 


CAPE WRATH. 
Grilse, 8ea Trout, Loch Trout. 


Splendid Fishing is got by Anglers residing at 
this comfortable Hotel. The KY LH affords the best 
SEA TROUT FISHING in Sutherland, and various 
Lochs connected with the Hotel are very good for 
Grilse, Sea Trout, and Brown Trout. Boats on 
Kyle and Lochs. Good Bathing place. Posting in 


all its branches, 
A, MOBEATH, Proprietor. 


Sea Bathing and ~ 
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GREAT EASTERN _ RAILWAY. 


SEASIDE. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY 
TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


Are issued by all Trains to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton- 
on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer. 


BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued DAILY 
by any Train from. LIVERPOOL STREET, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London- 
fields, &c, Fares: 3s., 1s. 9d.,1s. 6d. For full particulars see Bills. 


London, July, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


LrOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx ’’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


IMPORTANT TO TOURISTS, ANGLERS, &c., VISITING THE 
WEST OF IRELAND. 


The Proprietor of the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, has much pleasure in announcing that he has just 


LOUGH GONN HOTEL, 


Tn connection with the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA. 

The Lough Oonn Hotel is the beautiful mansion, Gortnor Abbey House, and is picturesquely 
situated ina handsome park of considerable extent, and within two minutes’ walk of the shore of the 
Lough, which is one of the best in Ireland for Salmon and Trout Fishing. 

All Guests visiting this Hotel have the privilege of 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING. 


The Hotel is situated within one mile of Crossmolina, a Postal Telegraph Station, and six miles of 

Ballina, a terminal station on theMidland Great Western Railway. 
Postal commands delivered at the Hotel daily at eight a.m. 

The great advantage the Lough Conn Hotel possesses will be obvious to Tourists and other visitors 
who can proceed there direct from the Moy Hotel. 

BOATS and VEHICLES in connection with Hotel for the accommodation of Visitors ALWAYS 
IN READINESS. All applications as to terms, &c., addressed to the Proprietor, MOY HOTEL, 
BALLINA, will receive prompt attention. 

Moy Hotel, Ballina, Feb., 1887. 














NOW READY. 150 PAGES. PRICE ONE SHILLING, 


THE BROADS AND RIVERS OF NORFOLK AND SUFFOLY, 


BY HARRY BRITTAIN. 
WITH TWELVE ILLUSTRATIONS from Pictures by Fahey and Temple. 
§ Eight Sectional Maps, and General Chart of the Broads District. 
The Press from Caithness to Cornwall is warm in praise of this Holiday Book. 
Norwich : Argus Office. Lowestoft : Standard Office, London : Palmer and Son, 12, Paternoster- 
row ; may be had also of Smith and Sons, and Stoneham; Alfred, Moorgate-street ; Farlow, Strand ; 
Watson and Hancock, Holborn : Lowles, Queen Victoria-street ; and other Tackle Dealers and Booksellers. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &«. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.0. 

ConSribi tions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAznrTn is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London, 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months P 5 4 
3, Three Months ,, 5 ” ” ” ” ca0cne ese eee 2 8 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 


” ” ” ” oe0 eee sence 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


oe, asec respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
8, Fleet-street, London. ; 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London”” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 
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OUR FRESHWATER FISHERIES. 


A “BLUE BOOK” is generally dry reading, but will often yield 
such a store of interesting and instructive matter as may well repay 
the trouble of a careful perusal. We have before us the Twenty- 
Sixth Annual Report of the Inspectors on the Salmon and Fresh” 
water Fisheries of England and Wales. This Report, with its 
numerous Appendices (excepting only a very useful map of the 
Fishery Districts furnished by Inspector Fryer), is the work of Mr. 
A. D. Berrington, Chief Inspector, and may be briefly described as 
an epitome of the results obtained in that department of British 
fisheries up to the close of 1886. And we are bound to say that, 
with little of the usual dryness, this report affords an unusual 
amount both of interest and instruction. 

The extent and variety of the subject matter is, however, so great, tHat we 
cannot hope to give our readers anything like a complete analysis within the 
moderate limits at our disposal. We must content ourselves with sketching 
briefly the results shown to have been actually attained in that department of 
English pisciculture which embraces the Salmonidw, and adding to that sketch 
some of Mr. Berrington’s valuable suggestions with regard to freshwater fish of 
less important families, and some remarks on the weak points which he indicates 
in our system of conservation. 

The general upshot of his close and minute inspection of the 74 fishery dis- 
tricts indicated in Mr. Fryer’s map appears on the whole satisfactory. The 
number of the salmon taken in 1886 was above the average, in spite of a long 
period of low water in most of the English and Welsh rivers. Striking evidence 
of the great increase of salmon within the last quarter of a century will be seen 
on p. 21 of the Report, though, as Mr. Berrington shrewdly remarks on the 
same page, the lessees of fisheries have in many cases a direct interest in “ mini- 
mising their profits, and keeping out of sight any evidence of an increase.” The 
salmon disease, again, is stated, on apparently sufficient grounds, to be continually 
diminishing in intensity. Its appearance on two or three streams—notably the 
Lune—where it had not been previously noticed, may be partly due to the closer 
watch now kept over the condition of our salmon rivers. But this is a matter 
on which it is easy to be too sanguine. 

Nothing can be more seemingly capricious than the ebb, flow, and shifting of 
this leprous disease, and it is too clear that we have not that thorough know- 
ledge of its nature and causes which would enable us to account for the irregu- 
larities of its incidence, ard possibly to effect something in the way of 
prevention or cure. We may, however, safely assume that whatever tends to 
make the water of a given stream less wholesome—the infusion of impurities, 
for instance, or the diminished volume and comparative stagnation of rivers 
caused by drought—will tend to encourage the disease. And we must confess 
that we await with no small apprehension the effect in this as in other graver 
matters of the startlingly deficient rainfall which has marked the last five 
months. It is consoling, however, to note that the Inspector does not recom- 
mend (except, we suppose, in the worst cases) the destruction of the fish affected, 
and points out that they frequently recover, while the disease is not one to 
which a stamping-out process can be applied. 

As regards the free access of the fish to the upper waters of their respective 
rivers, which afford their best, and in many cases their only, spawning-ground, 
Mr. Berrington’s opinion seems to be that considerable progrees has been made, 
but far less than ought to be insisted on if we desire to make the best of our 
valuable water-harvest. He has found, however, a general willingness to for- 
ward his plans for helping the salmon up-stream by the construction of fish- 
passes. Indeed, both conservators and proprietors appear to have shown a fair 
amount of zeal in the cause, though in sundry instances which he gives in detail 
it has unhappily been zeal without knowledge. Very slight errors in form or 
position—e.g., the making the foot of a pass too narrow, so as to hamper the 
ascending fish, or in the wrong place, so that they fail to find it—will frustrate 
the best intentions. It is vexatious to read, after a sentence recording the 
generosity of a Welsh proprietress in erecting a fish-pass at her own expense, 
“Unfortunately the design was defective, and the obstruction is now greater 
than it was before.” And here we would strongly recommend to the notice of 
conservators and of pisciculturists generally the paragraphs at pp. 26, 27, and 
28 in reference to fish-passes and fish-ladders, which set forth most clearly the 
methods of securing for travelling fish the three great requisites for surmount- 
ing natural or artificial impediments—viz., a fair start, a rush, and a rest. The 
exaggerated notions widely diffused with regard to the leaping power of Salmo 
salar are responsible for much of the tribulation endured by that persecuted 
monarch of the stream. It will not be Mr. Berrington’s fault if a salmon on 
his travels is not hereafter released from many of his difficulties, which are as 
often due to the ignorance of proprietors and lessees—occasionally, even of 
conservators—as to misdirected greed. We would call attention to the 
examples of abortive or mismanaged efforts to clear the course for fish in their 
upward migration, reported at p.6 with regard to the Wyre; at p. 13 to the 
Dart ; at p. 17 to the Dove ; and at pp. 18 and 19 to the Wharfe and the Tyne. 
These are not all the cases stated ; but may be taken as fairly typical. 

A new source of danger to smolts—already, we fear, sufficiently imperilled by 
the cupidity of unscrupulous fly-fishers—is indicated at p. 12. It consists inthe 
substitution at many mills of turbines for the old-fashioned mill-wheels. How- 
ever, the bane and antidote are both before us. We trust that the erection of 
effective gratings to protect the infant salmon from the lacerating power of 
these formidable engines will be everywhere insisted on. 

But by far the greatest source of injury to the Salmonide—and, indeed, to 
fish of every description—is found in the pollution of brooks and rivers with all 
manner of abominations by town sewage, by gas-works, coal-works, dye-works, 
paper mills, lead mines, and other deleterious agencies too various to enumerate. 
Of the instances given by Mr. Berrington, it may be sufficient to cite the case of 
the Yorkshire Ouse—an important river—seriously damaged by the influx of 
polluted water from the Aire (p. 18) ; that of the Ogmore (p. 18), which has 
ceased to breed the sewin for which it was formerly celebrated ; and, finally, 
that of the Derwent at Derby, where a stream, elsewhere prolific in trout and 
grayling, is left absolutely fishless at the chief town of one of our greatest fly- 
fishing counties. For the evil thus exemplified there exists at present no 
effective remedy—we might almost add, no decent palliative. Here and there 
a great manufacturer or mine-owner may be public-spirited enough to abstain, 
even at considerable loss to himself, from using the opportunities of defiling a 
neighbouring stream which he enjoys almost without restriction, notwith- 
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standing the feeble provisions of the Rivers Pollution Act. Happily, too, in 
many of our towns the authorities have found that the sewage can be better 
employed than in poisoning the waters which afford drink to the inhabitants as 
well as food to the fish. But the law which should protect our inland waters 
from pollution is in practice a mere cobweb, meshing the gnats and letting the 
big flies pass through. You may punish the poacher who limes a brook, but 
the wholesale offender who ruins a whole fishery by polluting a river is pretty 
safe from legal coercion or legal punishment. Some stringent and effective 
legislation is urgently required if English fisheries are to receive the development 
of which they are fairly capable. What the precise form of such an enactment 
should be is beyond the scope of our present article. It will require much con- 
sideration, and we earnestly recommend the subject to those of our readers who 
can bring any influence to bear on Parliamentary proceedings. 

The Hampshire Avon is selected by Mr. Berrington as a good example of the 
benefits resulting from the Salmon Fisheries Act, even under adverse circum- 
stances. The increase of the Avon salmon, both in number and in average 
size, becomes doubly a matter of rejoicing when the quality of the fish is con- 
sidered. In our own opinion, formed after more than one spring passed at 
Bournemouth, where they appear very early in the market, they are simply the 
best salmon now produced in Great Britain—perfect in shape, colour, and 
flavour. We are not, however, sanguine as to the prospects of salmon-breeding 
in its confluent, the Dorsetshire Stour, though we shall be glad to see carried 
out the steps suggested for giving the fish fair play. Its course for a large 
extent appears flat and sluggish, and the pike are in tremendous force. Indeed, 
we are assured that Lord Malmesbury’s part of the water affords some of the 
finest trolling in England. The pike who choked himself with a ten-pound 
salmon in the Avon was probably a hungry immigrant from the Stour. 

Before quitting that part of the report which deals with the salmon apart 

from other fish, we cannot suppress a wish that a clearer nomenclature could be 
hit upon for the Salmonide of our freshwater fisheries, or, at least, that the 
terms employed might receive some popular definition. It is true that to dog- 
matise about minute distinctions of so-called species is by no means philosophical, 
and that peculiar local conditions may gradually develop a trifling variation into 
what seems a specific character. Still, plain folks like to be told as plainly as 
possible for practical purposes what sort of fish is meant. Now we read in the 
report of salmon-peel, of trout, of “ migratory trout,” of sewin, of bull-trout, of 
char, and of Salmo fontinalis. By the first of these terms we understand the 
English equivalent to the Scotch grilse or gilse and the Welsh mort. But this 
should be made clear, as in many localities sea-trout (Salmo trutta marina) are 
ealled peel. The “trout” of the London salesman is also a sea-trout ; but 
it is fairly clear that Mr. Berrington means by the simple word the 
common brown trout, or Salmo fario. It would, however, we think, have been 
better to state expressly that the term ‘“ migratory trout” is meant to include 
both the sea-trout (the Welsh sewin) and the bull-trout, and not, as a hasty 
reader might infer, something differentfrom both. And weare quite clear that, 
as the char is expressly recognised in our Fishery Acts, the fontinalis should, for 
the guidance of conservators and pisciculturists, be defined as a variety of char, 
introduced from America. 
_ With regard to fish other than salmon, trout, or char, the first question raised 
in the report deals with a curious money dilemma, which is fully explained in 
the last paragraph of p. 29, Briefly, in the absence of Salmonida, district 
boards have no power to raise an income by licenses for the capture 
of the coarse fish which they are bound to protect, and are thus dependent 
for funds on the casual receipts derivable from fines on conviction. 
This anomaly certainly requires correction ; but while there are cases in which 
an angling license should certainly be paid for, and others in which such a pay- 
ment might be too severely felt by the working man as an interference with his 
holiday sport, there are many intermediate cases where it will be a delicate 
question, to be settled probably under legislative sanction by district boards, 
subject to the Inspector’s approval, whether there shall be even a minimum 
payment for a license. Some enabling legislation seems, however,.to be 
necessary. 

With regard to the acclimatisation of foreign fish, we fully agree with Mr. 
Berrington (see p. 30) that grave risks are thereby incurred, and much con- 
sideration should be exercised before they are turned down. In fact, the readers 
of the FisHinc Gazerter have already received some forcible warnings on this 
head. ‘Novelties are often bought too dear. 

In drawing attention for the second time to eels as a source of food 
supply, the Inspector refers to the enormous quantity of eels in the Teify, 
which are nevertheless very little sought after. ‘This matter also was noticed 
in our columns many months ago, when a lively little work by 
Lady C. Campbell was under notice ; in fact, not in the Teify only, but in 
scores of Welsh streams, eels of various quality, but all of them fit for the table, 
may be said to swarm, especially near the tidal limit. Welshmen, and still more 
Welshwomen, have a rooted prejudice against eels, which they regard as a kind 
of snake. A Calabrian host inverts the names, and gives you your choice 
between land-eels and water-eels. We will not affirm that fried snake—though 
probably very good—would be welcomed at English tables, but we are quite 
Bare that in many of our large towns there would be a profitable sale for Welsh 
eels. 

The report justly remarks that our lampern fisheries are sadly neglected, there 
being little systematic capture, and not even a close time. ‘This is the more 
strange as lamperns are the favourite bait for the deep-sea cod-fisheries, and 
sell at very high price. We have known considerable numbers of them captured 
in the Thames with the rudest possible appliances—with nothing, in fact, but a 
triangle of hooks at the end of a willow stick. We remember a clever urchin taking 
in this way below Marlow Weir in a single day some 250, worth probably 
about 15s. The water was very low and bright, or such a feat would have been 
impossible ; but what might not Mr. Berrington’s “ rough basket” (see p. 3) have 
done at such a time ? 

Mach valuable matter will be found in the appendices to the report, which 
make up the bulk of the volume. But we would especially notice the account 
of the “test catch” in the Taw and Torridge fishery district (App. II.) which 
conclusively showed that the memorial of the local fishermen in favour of an 
extension of the fishing season for salmon to the end of October was unsupported 
by the facts of the case. Inspectors and conservators must be prepared to face 
many applications only dictated by ignorant cupidity. 3 

App. VI., again, gives an interesting report of a case in which Justices Day 
and Wills overruled a decision of the magistrates in the Stour and Avon fishery 
district, who refused to convict a poacher for setting night-lines because the 
Board of Conservators had no power to license night-lines. This fallacy was 
happily disposed of by the justices of the High Court in a few pithy words. 

But the most important of the Appendices—that, indeed, on which raost of 
the others turn—is No. VII., which sets forth the questions forwarded to the 
several Boards of Conservators. We do not propose to comment on the 
various answers appended—some wise, and a few, perhaps, otherwise ; but, on 
the whole, we believe that a considerable body of useful information has been 


already collected through the medium of these judicious queries. And we will 
close our remarks on this valuable report by recommending them for study to 
those of our contributors who are familiar with one or more fishery districts, 
among whom we doubt not that several will be found well qualified to fit some 
of the most important questions with answers which Mr. Berrington himself 
might be glad to receive. 








THE DEVERON, ABERDEEN AND BANFF-SHIRES. 


THE Deveron is one of the finest trouting streams in the North of 
Scotland. The lower parts of the river are well known; but the 
upper parts in Glass and Cabrach, and its tributaries, the Rooster 
and the Blackwater (both fine streams), are known only to local 
anglers, and as they are really worthy of notice, it can do no harm 
to give them a little attention. Our subject has its source far up 
among the mountains in the romantic Cabrach. It is formed by the union of 
two large streams—the Rooster and the Blackwater. The former stream rises 
near the base of the Buck, a mountain 2,377ft. above the sea level, among the 
solitary haunts of the moor-fowl—the grouse, curlew, plover, snipe, &c., where 
no sound save the shrill cry of these birds breaks the silence. It flows due north 
till it joins the Blackwater at Ardwell, and forms the Deveron. On the left 
bank of the Rooster is the farm of “ Aldivalloch,” the home of Roy’s wife. 
This place is made famous by that old Scotch ballad by Mrs. Grant, “ Roy’s 
Wife o’ Aldivalloch.” It may be interesting to quote a few lines :— 
“Roy's wife o’ Aldivalloch, 
Roy’s wife o’ Aldivalloch, 
Wat ye how she cheated me, 
As I cam o’er the Braes 0’ Balloch, 
Oh, she was a cantie quean, 
Weel could she dance the Heilan walloch ; 
How happy I had she been mine, 
Or I been Roy o’ Aldivalloch.” 


The Braes of Balloch are on the road between Cabrach and Dufftown. - 


The Rooster abounds in fine lively trout, and an occasional salmon may be 
caught. 

The Blackwater rises in the Duke of Richmond’s deer forest of that name, 
and flows north-east till it reaches Ardwell. It is altogether different from the 
Rooster. It runs on the solid rock nearly all the way, and there are numerous 
falls and deep, dark pools in its course. ‘There are some very fine salmon pools 
in it. 

We now come to the Deveron proper. For the first mile or mile and half its 
banks are richly wooded. The braes are covered with natural birches, hazel, 
rowan, &c., while the numerous gorges and ravines om the hillsides, all clad in 
bright green, have a very pleasing effect. The prospect, looking down the valley 
of the Deveron from the door of the famous Grouse Inn of the Cabrach, is 
charmingly fine. The Deveron flows in a north-easterly direction, and enters 
the seaat Banff. It is a fine, clear, rippling stream ; the bottom is for the most 
part pebbly, but here and there you find a deep, dark pool. It literally swarms 
with fine trout. They are not of a large size, but they are lively and give 
excellent play ; they might average from 7 to 90z. Very large trout, however, 
abound in many places. 

The best months for trout-fishing on the Deveron with fly are May, end of July, 
August, and September ; while with the worm (fishing up stream with a clear 
water) the angler may depend on a heavy basket any day in the end of June and 
in July. Common flies from medium to small are suitable, as the trout are 
quite unsophisticated and fearless. | 

Salmon are plentiful after the month of June, especially if there has been a- 
“spate.” There are some fine pools on this part of the river, There is a very 
fine one on the Blackwater, near where it joins the Rooster, a little above the 
bridge on the road to Dufftown ; another on the Rooster, right below the hotel ; 
while on the Deveron there are pools near Milltown, three fine ones opposite 
Mains of Lesmurdy, one opposite Tomnaven, and they occur at short intervals 
all down theriver. In winter, during the close season, salmon ascend the Rooster 
and Blackwater in shoals, and as all the natives of this region are experts at the 
“ Creeper,” the “ Clip and Cruisie,” &c., the destruction is fearful, notwithstand- 
ing the utmost vigilance on the part of the bailiffs. ‘Phe best flies for salmon 
are Jock Scott, Glen Tanar, Dunt, Dun Wing, Black Doctor, and Silver Doctor 
—small sizes for summer, larger for autumn. 

The river can all be fished with a 12€t. or 14ft. rod, and wading is not essential, 
although it gives an advantage. The fishing on the Upper Deveron is open to 
all, and as it is quite easy of access, accommodation good and very reasonable, it 
is as fine a summer resort as any enthusiast of the gentle art could possibly select. 
Anglers will find the Grouse Inn, Cabrach, by Huntly, a good, plain, substantial 
place, and Mrs. Watt will do her utmost to make her guests comfortable. This 
house is finely situated for anglers. The Blackwater flows along one side of the 
inn farm, the Rooster along the other ; then they both unite right below the 
hotel, about 300 yards from the door. Lodgings can also be had quite readily at 
any of the farmhouses in the neighbourhood. ‘he hotel can be reached by train 
to Dufftown, thence hire eight miles ; or train to Huntly, and hire twelve miles. 


SS 


WITHAM FISHERY DISTRICT: APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATORS. 


Ar the Lindsey Quarter Sessions held at the County Hall, Lincoln, on Thursday 
(30th ult.), Viscount Oxenbridge in the chair, a Board of Conservators was 
appointed for the Witham Fishery District. The following gentlemen were 
nominated and confirmed :—Mr. N, Clayton, Major Ellison, Mr. Turnor, Mr, 
J. F. Burton, Mr. F, R. Larkin, Mr. Bourne (Lincoln), Mr. Heeley (Horncastle), 
Mr. Kirby (Boston), and Mr. W. Martin (Wainfleet). It is expected the board 
will quickly get into operation. 
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CONVICTION FoR IntuGAL FIsHiInc.—HEAvy Fine.— John Mustatt appeared 
before the Bench at Godmanchester, on June 30th, for illegal fishing—to wit, setting 
a ‘line with intent to catch and take fish otherwise than angling, Defendant 
admitted the offence, and stated that he had a few hours to spare, and he went out 
to try and catch an eel—something he could enjoy for his breakfast. But the Mayor 
severely reprimanded him, having been previously convicted, and fined him £3, and 
10s, 6d. costs, or ‘a month’s imprisonment. When hearing the sentence he was 
thunderstruck, The money was paid. 


WE are told that the ancient Egyptians honoured a cat when dead. ‘The ancient 
Egyptians knew when a cat was most to be honoured, 

CIGARETTES.—The best cigarettes in the market are those manufactured from the finest Dubee 
and Suluck Tobaccos by the PRIMROSE CIGARETTE Co,, Aldgate Chambers, Aldgate, London, H.C, 
Order direct from the Company. In two sizes : No. 1, 7s. 6d. per hundred ; 70s, per thousand ; No, 2, 
bs, 6d. per hundred; 50s, per thousand, carriage free. Sample, six stamps, 

















_throughout was remarkable. 
_John Gray was as suspiciously like a contestant in the first contest as his name 
_wWas, and many thought him to be the same elegant wielder of the rod. The 
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THE RECENT AMERICAN FLY AND BAIT-CASTING 
TOURNAMENT. 


WE owe an apology to our readers for the delay in publishing 
details of the very successful fifth annual Tournament of the 
American National Rod and Reel Association, held in May on the 
Harlem Mere, Central Park, New York. Having been away from 
town for some weeks, by an oversight the reports of the affair were 
not sent on to us; hence the delay. The following score is from 
Forest and Stream, whose angling editor, Mr. Fred Mather, has 
always taken the greatest interest in these Tournaments :— 


The fifth annual Tournament of the National Rod and Reel Association took 
place on the Harlem Mere, Central Park, New York city, on Wednesday and 
Thursday last. It was by far the most interesting and important meeting that 
has yet been held, and shows that the interest in these contests has been 
gradually growing since the inauguration of them by Forest and Stream in 1882. 
The records were broken so badly that there seems little chance to break them 
in future. The great cast by Hiram W. Hawes of 102ft. with a single-handed 
fly-rod seems almost incredible, but it is now placed on record as exceeding by 
11ft. any cast heretofore made in public in this or any other country. The 
cast was made in what is called the ‘‘switch” style in America, but in England 
is known as the Wye cast, a style introduced by Harry Prichard, and one that 
was strongly opposed in the first Tournament by those who were accustomed to 
put their flies as far behind them as in front ; but our anglers were quick to see 
the merits of a cast which could be made with a wall of rocks or brush behind 
them, and it soon became popular, and now many of them consider it an indis- 
pensable mode of getting out a fly under certain circumstances. 

As far as weather was concerned we did not see that May proved to be better 
than October, for the wind was strong and so variable that a contestant who used 
his full allowance of fifteen minutes might have the wind in all quarters during 
the time allotted him. It is to be noted that but one man in the first class used 
all his time, and one of them cast only four minutes when he said, “ That’s the 


best I can do.” 


There was less grumbling at the decisions of the judges by “ mug-hunters,” 
who enter for what they can win, than on any former occasion, and this shows 
that the contestants in the amateur classes are men of more gentlemanly instincts, 
and that the Association is getting rid of the small element which would put its 
contests on a level with the base-ball matches, where winning in any event is the 
central idea, Few men did more to bring about this result than the late Ira 
Wood, who used to take off his coat and help his opponents, not only with his 
counsel, but with assistance to untangle lines and to replace flies—an example we 
are glad to see has not been lost. 


First Day. 


The first class called was the amateur single-handed fly-casting, which was 
done from a platform 1ft. above the water, and along a line with marked buoys 
at every ft. Judges, Francis Endicott, Dr. A. Ferber ; referee, Rev. H. L. 


Ziegenfuss. The following is the score :— 
Length Weight Dis- Deli- Accur- Total 
of Rod. of Rod. tance. cacy, acy. Points, 
Ft. In. Oz. Ft. 
CO 10 11 gh Them 1G 17 109 
T, B. Stewart ......... ee e, 73 14 20 107 
Dr. G. Trowbridge ... 11 4} 92 81 12 13 106 
Ori Ge WiGVISON......0c0000 LEAS6 10 77 11 17 105 
Graydon Johnston...... 11 24 104 68 8 12 88 
Fred Mather ............ 1k 6 10 57 13 10 80 
se Er COINOLL ae. e.s.000 PU ee TE LO 65 6 6 77 


“ Switch” Fly-Casting.—This was with single-handed rods, distance only to 
count, no cast to be counted in which the fly went behind the caster, and here 
Mr. Hawes outdid himself and all previous records. The judges were John A. 
Roosevelt, Hon. Henry P. McGown; referee, James L. Vallotton. 


Length Weight Distance 
of rod, of rod, Cast, 
Ft. In, Ounce, Feet, 
IER SELL OS sconces sscceey sacacnastecsssestnncsbes il) 10 102 
PIER VRE TIGNALO© .yccssc.scccvectcoscercvstooncsce 10 11 8i 85 
PES PEL Uae seo ces sod ogee vcat dissesccssagecseats LEG 10$ 72 
BUR RB TINIS OTM ey casei ssanetoWoneocg sp agi espe ap : ll 13 10 70 


Salmon Casting.—Here again the record was broken by Reuben C. Leonard, 
who beat the cast of 131ft made by Hawes in 1884 by 1ft. The judges were 
Dr. A. Ferber, James L. Vallotton ; refereee, Wm. Dunning. The following is 
the score :— 


Length Weight Distance 

of rod, of rod. Cast. 

Ft. In, Ounce, Feet. 
em CODATON vaes'es sev esicductans ined dosecetyast : 18 0 37 132 
AMUUPELIGL WER odes tcs tami ecs as se sce veceicGives sess 18 0 37 128 
MEET SOLU Stic ds <n cvas.saksapaesess aCancgs Vereen ts IGS 37 113 
RIOMUTIC OATES Cat acc anesecesc tottatcpbesietecens « AW hae, 33 By! 108 
MEMBESEENER IU Srrsetrereceteart cocancc: carettaceteaeress 18 0 37 107 


Minnow Casting for Black Bass—This contest was made with 4oz. sinkers on 
the turf of the Polo Grounds, and in this trial all previous records were beaten. 
The judges were W. OC. Harris, Hon. H. P. McGown ; referee, W. E. Hendrix. 
Mr. Dresel beat his own record of 1885, which was the best up to this time. 
The score was :— 


Length Weight Score of Casts in Feet. 





of rod. of rod, —— ——~——. — Average, 
at Ft. In, Oz. Ist. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th, Feet, 
BG D TORO Dar. oxjielsersend see 8 6 9 PIDs 133% 169) s1107 128 111 
Sidney Frey ...... at peadaas 8 6 9} 60 125 .92 (Th. 77 99 2-5 
GF! POG YircveaaFincschacsises 8 3 8 88 84 104 32 94 80 2-5 
Hid. HP Perit menecespc.nscere 8 6 us 54 82 44 77 80 67 3-5 
J. Li, Cornellmterasssers. +55 8 55 7 aa dow Ele 2Deeee 4.7 32 


Dresel—accuracy, 25; style, 23; total, 159. Frey—accuracy, 23; style, 20; 
total, 142 2-5. Poey—accuracy, 15; style, 20; total, 115 2-5. Hggert—accuracy, 
12; style, 15 ; total, 94 3-5, Cornell—accuracy, 5; style, 0 ; total, 32. 


Expert Single-Handed Fly-Casting—Here Reuben Leonard exceeded all the 


records of previous years, and, in fact, everything but the switch cast of Hawes 
this year, with a wonderful cast of 97ft. with a retrieved line. The casting 
The gentleman who entered under the name of 


Length Weight Distance 
of Rod. of Rod, Cast. 
Ft. In. Oz Ft. 
Udy OF LB ONY Aue aptane sve caeviclindae date vite a ll 6 12 97 
Piet TS AVL ere et rstcos canes tan tee caccsep ap TiO 10 92 
ULV AWOs sono eta tere comcemie eres i 10 90 
URI G POPU irecncasccttescastetececeseceert serrate ll 6 102 76 
OMT GTA Vere scant ates tscteo sal eracectneetnare 11 214 10+ 70 


Seconp Day. 


The first class for amateurs in single-handed fly-casting was called shortly 
after 10 a.m., and several gentlemen who had never taken a first prize entered 
their names. The judges were R. C. Leonard and H. W. Hawes; referee, 


James Rice. The following is the result : 

Length Weight Dis- Deli- Accu- 

of Rod. of Rod. tance, cacy. racy, Score. 

Ft. In, Oz. Ft. 
CLG. Levisonin cscs 11 13 10 83 20 23 126 
Dr. G. Trowbridge 11 43 9g 85 25 14 124 
R. B. Lawrence...... 10 6 82 714 18 25 1144 
Graydon Johnson... 11 24 104 76 12 13 101 
T. B. Stewart ...... 11 6 10 75% 12 12 994 
J. L. Cornell ......... 11 14 10 69 7 15 91 


Salmon Casting—Mr. Harry Prichard, whose single-handed casts had never 
been equalled until now, entered and won in this class. He announced it as 
“the old man’s last cast in public, but he’s goin’ to keep on fishin’ just the 
same,” and his friends were pleased to see the veteran in such good form. The 
judges were James Ramsbottom, Wm. Dunning ; referee, T. B. Stewart. 


Length Weight Dis- Deli- Accu- 

of Rod. of Rod, tance, cacy. racy, Score, 

Ft. In, Oz. Ft. 
H. Prichard ......... 15 6 264 1195 Phe 5 132 
iP UBUMiliss ceed 15 6 264 105 8 3 116 
C. G. Levison......... L516 263 104 7 1 112 
play WOTICLI, sscccesea 15 6 263 92 7 1 100 
R. N, Cranford ...... 156 263 75 0 2 77 


Light Rod Contest.—This class was introduced in 1882, but has not had a place 
on the list since. Then Hawes one in two classes, casting with a 44oz. rod 82 
and 78ft. respectively. To-day Reuben Leonard beat the best cast by 6ft., 
using a rod of 4$oz. Under the rules the rods were not to exceed 5oz. in weight 
nor 113ft. in length, and distance only was to count. The wind blew hard from 
the west across the casts, which were made to the north, and at times it rained 
heavily. The judges were W. H. Wood, Dr. A. Ferber ; referee, William J. 
Cassard. 


Length Weight Distance 
of Rod. of Rod, cast. 
Feet, Ounces, Feet, 
FL Os THGOMRT eens co tetas cdlevs ccloetonloarteceate teres 10 43 88 
ERE Wil Ha Wes its.nncatieceds a lecnorsveiasecBe. cee lO 43 87 
PETOMASEDE MILI S.. 50s Waccsess acc decceantsecmsscer 10 43 82 
On MEEryane, stceraecc tstsesoaedt ds. seetesthet eats 10 43 70 


Heavy Bass Casting—This was done on the Polo Grounds, and again the 
records were broken, Mr. W. H. Wood, the celebrated tarpon killer, beating his 
average in 1885 by 6ft. Judges, Hon. H.R. McGown and J. S. Van Cleef ; 
referee, Col. Frank S. Pinckney. 





Length of Score of Casts in Feet. 

Rods, leet —— Average 

Ft. In, Ist. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. Feet. 
IWra tev WV OGCueee ness secs. ue Ge 2346 240°4 241°7 260°1 255:9 246'5-10 
WE ANRSUCIIGE. srcecep sess 0 225°6 2271 212'1 2089 129°8 200°7-10 
J, A. Roosevelt ......... i's 181°7° 198°5 203°8 198°2 203°4 1971-10 
A, J. Dresel 163°6 164 176°7 1787 175:3 171°6-10 
Sydney Fry 1649 170°2 1595 1591 141:3 159 
Ed. Eggert .... 145°1 147 153°6 137°8 167 150°1-10 
Gs -Poeyi dt casescdh. vise 1614 138°'7 94:4 132 98°8 125 





Fly-Casting for Black Bass.—This was a new class, and was open to amateurs 
under Rule 2, single-handed rods not to exceed 114ft. in length. Only one fly 
required, this to be furnished by the committee and to be tied on a No. 2 Sproat 
hook. Distance only to count. It was similar in all respects, save the size of 
the fly, to trout casting, and it did not awaken much interest. The judges were 
G. M. Skinner, Francis Endicott ; referee, Wm. Dunning. The score stood :— 


Length Weight Distance 

of Rod, of Rod, Cast. 

Ft. In. Oz, Ft. In, 
ONG UBVISOL sancemarssaaartrarceresns sr casey 11 14 10 80 0 
Dri Si PrOwDridger.ucssscicedsessssverrenes 11 0 10 19s 0 
Graydon JOHNSON fs. aescesovcor. coceer 11 23 10} 75 6 
AG Oe DYGSOUM Tracteess.sdtertersccssoese yeas ll 4 10? 74 0 
Ge LOGY Wenssoccactarededcfereale anaes rseunr sis» 10 0 9 AON 
Hida Ho portintasctcctescscsonectatsascccsetascer 10 0 9 (Ae 
Ue Ba) SLOW AL Utmreceeseentscccceenrenccste ness Lhd 9 70 6 
BBL: cctectrcoscaces Siaccaenean Sue fanersencis ts ll 4 102 62 0 
eC OOINU Levreceeraccomreenteatttecssecects i) ee 10 58 0 

NOTES ON THE TOURNAMENT. 


(From forest and Stream.) 


IN our report of the fly-casting contests we had neither time nor space for much 
comment on the different classes or the incidents of the day, and gave merely 
the results in the regular order. There is much that strikes the observer on 
such occasions, which, if published in full as seen through his glasses, would 
read strangely, and we propose to touch on this subject, although some of the 
details are unpleasant. 

We have already said that there was less grumbling at the decisions of the 
judges by ‘mug hunters,” and that a more gentlemanly spirit was apparent ; 
but there is still an element which must be eliminated if the Association would 
attract the class of gentlemen which it caters for, and which we are glad to see 
by the list of names that appear amongst the contestants is entering into the 
contests. At the first tournament it was said by some that few, if any, gentle- 
men anglers would cast in public; but five years’ experience has dis- 
proved this, and each year has seen a gradual improvement in all 
the classes in this respect. The class of men who growlif the judges do 
not give them a higher award than they deserve, and who “ protest” on the 
slightest occasion has gradually dropped out, much to the benefit of the Asso- 
ciation. The judges at these tournaments are gentlemen of experience, some of 
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whom come from a distance and act as judges for hours, at some personal dis- 
comfort, in order to foster and sustain a sport in which they delight, and the 
rule has been that their decisions should not be questioned, and that any excep- 
tion made to this rule would deprive the contests of their services. The judges 
are appointed before the contestants make their entries, and the latter are in 
honour bound to abide by them, or the fly-casting tournaments will fall to the 
level of the prize ring. We are glad to say that at the last tournament there 
was but one instance in which anything occurred to mar the harmony of the 
meeting. 4 ; 

To turn to more agreeable subjects we noted that in the amateur single- 
handed classes, on the two days, Dr. Trowbridge did some elegant work in 
distance casting, delivering his flies with grace and precision, and making 81ft. 
and 85ft. respectively, the longest casts made, and only fell to the third place 
on the first day and to second on the second day by reason of deficiency in 
delicacy and accuracy, although in one contest he was awarded the full score for 
the first point. Mr. Graydon Johnston wielded an antique specimen of a home- 
made ash and lancewood rod ; but astonished all by what he did with it. Perhaps 
he might do better with another rod, or it may be that he had the best tool on 
the ground. d ; 

The light rod contest for experts was one of the most interesting events of 
the tournament, the rods being 10ft. long and weighing 4$oz. The shortest 
record among four contestants was 70ft., while Reuben Leonard led the field 
with 88ft., 2 most wonderful performance. A private trial of an extreme light 
rod took place in a quiet nook, which it is of interest to record. The rod, 
owned by Mr. William C. Harris, was of split bamboo, 8ft. long, and weighed 
only 340z., and with this Mr. Thomas B. Mills sent out a line over 62ft. 

Of the other contests there is little more to say of them except that there was 
a surprise in nearly all, for it was thought that the limit in casting had about 
been reached. The attendance was good, and many distinguished gentlemen 
from a distance gathered at Harlem Mere to see the tournament. 








THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


THE Annual Summer Dinner of the above Society will be held at 
Messrs. Spencer and Sargent’s, Bridge Hotel, Chertsey, on Tuesday, 
July 26th, at 5.30 p.m. precisely. Chairman, Thomas Huggett, Esq. ; 
vice-chairman, Graham Gordon, Esq. Application for tickets to be 
made to E. J. Walker, Esq., 48, Sloane-street, S.W. 





FISHING RIGHTS. ON THE SOLWAY. 


A CASE of considerable interest to the net-fishers on the Solway is engaging the 
attention of the Dumfries Sheriff Court. In April last Sheriff Hope issued an 
interdict prohibiting John Johnstone and Robert Beattie, fishermen, Annan, 
from fishing in the waters ex adverso of the lands of Arbigland ; and since then 
it is alleged by Colonel Blackett, of Arbigland, that Johnstone has committed 
a breach of this interdict, and accordingly he was summoned to answer the 
charge. Mr. Macdonald, W.S., represented Colonel Blackett, and Mr. Thomas 
McGowan, Dumfries, appeared for John Johnstone. It was alleged by the 
pursuer that these men had, on the Ist and 2nd March last, been fishing for 
salmon within the limits of Colonel Blackett’s fishings, which are further down 
the Solway than the westernmost limit prescribed in the Eden license. Mr. 
Robert Major was called, and deposed that he had been sole tenant of the Arbig- 
land fishings since 1881, and before that he had been joint tenant with George 
Black from 1874. His present rent was £30, and he had no written lease. The 
fishings extend from Brickhousebarn eastward to the middle channel of the Nith 
at the one end, and at the other end from the Milburn three miles out seaward. 
He also stated that there were three channels in the Solway—namely, the 
Barbara Channel, the Middle Channel, and the Silloth Channel. After hearing 
the witness at great length further proof was abandoned, the pursuer’s agent 
accepting as sufficient an admission which was made by defender’s procurator 
that on the dates specified defenders did fish for salmon in the Firth of Solway 
within three miles of high-water mark at Arbigland. Allthat now remains open 
for discussion is whether Colonel Blackett, as assignee of the Crown, has aright 
extending three miles into the Firth. 
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DEATH OF MR. J. H. CLARK, J.P. 


TuE Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Thames Angling Association has sustained 
an irreparable loss in the death of its energetic and popular chairman, Mr. J. H. 
Clark. He has been a great worker ever since the association was established ; 
but at the last dinner, on the 30th of April, he was in anything but good health, 
and was present against the wish of his medical adviser. He was always ready 
to co-operat> with the other preservation societies, and attended all meetings 
that were called in the interest of the anglers. His remains were interred in 
Bray churchyard on Saturday last, and the funeral would have been represented 
by all the associations if sufficient notice had been given. 





e 

DERWENTWATER’S LOWEST ON RECORD.—On Monday last the long drought brok 
up at Keswick, and there have since been several showers, The weather on Tuesday 
turned quite cold for the season of the year, and was in consequence as much dis- 


liked as the excessive heat which prevailed up to last week end, The drought has 


been a severe one in its effects for the farmers, who have hailed the change in the 
weather with satisfaction, although the rain that has fallen so far can scarcely have 
penetrated the soil to afford much nourishment to the roots of the crops. The levels 
of the lakes have not been altered in any material particular, and the rivers and 
streams continue in their low state. Derwentwater has reached the lowest level on 
record, the mark made by Mr. Jonathan Otley, the celebrated guide, in 1826, being 
now above the water. On Monday evening Mr. W. Bromley cut the figures ‘“ 1887,” 
and the initials of his own name, on a level with the water, on a rock off Friar’s 
Craig point. The water,supply to the town continues to be satisfactory. Our corre- 
spondent wrote yesterday (Friday) :—Since Tuesday the weather has been fine, with 
the exception of a slight shower early on Thursday morning, although heavy, dark 
clouds have threatened to send down showers several times. Workmen have been 
engaged in clearing away a bank of mud at the outlet of the lake into the river Der- 
went, and the removal of this impediment to the free flow of water has resulted in 
an increased bulk of water leaving the lake, and consequently further tended to the 
lake reaching a lower level than ever.— West Cumberland Times. 

HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT.—Miners and Workers in the Goldfields,—This invaluable and renowned 
Ointment is extensively used and patronis:d by such people to their very great advantage, being easy 
of application and portable in small compass. Wheao used in conjunction with Holloway’s Pills in 
accordance with the clear and concise directions for use which accompany each pot and box, there are 
but few of the diseases which afflict mankind which will not yield to the sanative powers of the com- 
bined remedies. Holloway’s Ointment and Pills do not deteriorate by keeping nor by change of 
climate, and as they contain no deleterious mineral drug, they cin be used with the most perfect 
safety under the most adverse climatic and sanitary conditions, 


NOTES. 


Some extraordinary scores were made at the recent American Tournament, as 
will be seen from the report which we publish this week. A thirty-four yard 
“switch” with a ten-ounce eleven-foot single-handed rod is a performance 
Mr. H. W. Hawes may be proud of ; and many anglers in this country will 
learn with astonishment that a cast of over twenty yards was made by Mr. T. 
B. Mills with Mr. Wm. ©. Harris’s ‘‘ Catskill rod,” eight feet in length, and 
weighing only three and a half ounces. Mr. Harris very kindly sent us samples 
of the flies cast and reel-line used; they are much the same as used in this 
country with light rods. , 
% s % % Es 

One of the loveliest trout streams to be found in any country is the Barle, which 
joins the Exe by Dulverton, and we regret very much to hear that the poachers, 
whoalways have troubled its waters, now do so with more impudenceand persist- 
ence than ever Anangling friend writes :—‘ You will see, by inclosed cutting, 
what a failure the fishing will be here this season. I cannot help thinking that 
if they were to give a little more attention to preserving the water and less to 
prosecuting visitors for taking those wretched samlets, it would be better for 
their interests ; and anglers who, in large numbers, come to this district and 
spend money freely, would Boe as they too often do now, go away disgusted.” 

ae - a8 ae at 


Mr. Nelder, of the Carnarvon Arms, advocates staking the river to stop the 
trammel net, and we agree with him that stakes are the cheapest and most 
effectual river-watchers. But the Barle is not only netted: the water is very 
low, and the poachers get the fish out with their hands, with wires, gaffs, 
baskets, and, in fact, in any way they choose. The landowners could stop all 
this if they cared to. , : 

st % a a 2 

This is neat from ‘‘ Gilnockie ” :—“I came back on Saturday because there 
was not enough water in the North to dilute the whisky—and I imbibe nothing 
neat.” 

‘e 2 3 ® ® a 

We are glad to see, from our River Reports, that Col. Stanley Clark, Com- 
mander Caffin, R.N., and Mr. Wm. Murdoch are having good sport ; they are 
staying at Melvich Hotel, Sutherland, and on Saturday last took thirty-one 
brace of trout, weighing 40lb, 

ae ae at at ae 

“ Angling in Salt Water” is the title of a practical treatise on fishing with 
rod and line from boats, piers, rocks, jetties, in harbours, together with some 
account of hand-lining, by John Bickerdyke, illustrated with a frontispiece— 
“The Use of Ground-bait in Sea-fishing ”—and over fifty other engravings. 
The book contains special chapters on harbour and pierhead-fishing, angling for 
bass, pollack, and coal-fish, mackerel, and grey mullet. Some novelties in tackle 
are described, and afeature of the book is a long and exhaustive chapter on baits 
and ground-baits for sea-fish. ‘Che book will shortly be published at the popular 
price of 1s. 

a as a at * 

Mr. A. Morriss, of Marston Works, Redditch, has improved his spinner for 
use with natural bait by making a cut in the metal head—as shown in the illus- 
tration—which facilitates attaching the bait to the metal head. This spinner 





is getting a very good reputation among pike and trout anglers, both at home 

and abroad. Mr. Morriss has received good orders from Finland, where Mr. 

Hintze, editor of Sport, recently took a 174lb. clean-run salmon on one of 

Mr. M.’s trout-size spinners. 
* *® * * " 

Dr. Alfred Adie and a friend, while fishing in the Loch of Girlsta, in Shet- 
land, last Monday, from a boat, with Brown’s artificial minnow, had some fine 
sport, securing several large trout weighing 2lb. to 5lb. each. On Thursday 
Mrs. Skae, trolling from a boat, was fortunate enough to land a fine trout 
weighing over 5lb.; while Dr. Skae (Lerwick) and Mr. Mitchell, at present 
staying in the Queen’s Hotel, had fine baskets. 

* * * * * 

Our Berwick-on-Tweed correspondent says there has only been one spate, 

and that a small one, on the Tweed since the winter. 
* * * * * 

Many London club anglers will read with pleasure the report from the river 
Mole which we publish this week. It will be seen that the Brunswick Pisca- 
torial Society now preserve a mile and a half of the Mole near Esher, and issue 
1s. day tickets to members of bond-fide angling societies. This society is fortu- 
nate in having a most excellent hon. sec. in Mr. Deplidge. 

* * * 


We have been waiting a long time for a new story of the “ voracity of the 
pike”: here it is, kindly sent us by a subscriber at Aldershot, Mr. A. G. Clinton, 
who cut it out of the Hants and Surrey Times :— 

“<THE SOLDIER AND THE “ JACK. 

“Last Sunday afternoon a soldier of the Commissariat and Transport Corps, 
bathing in the canal, suddenly found his left little toe bitten by some ‘shark’ 
or otherwise. Nothing daunted, he grabbed at his assailant, and managed suc- 
cessfully to throw on to the bank a jack some eighteen inches long, which had 
evidently a relish for ‘socks.’ The soldier was rather severely bitten, but not 
seriously hurt, although these ‘ Jacks’ are dangerous customers to tackle. 

“The incident was witnessed by several spectators, and the ‘ Jack’ was after- 
wards cooked and relished for supper.” 

* * 


9 


* * 


The committee of the T.A.P.S. and their friends had a pleasant trip up the 
river the other day in the steam-launch Beatrice from Kingston to Staines and 
back. Mr. Alfred Nuthall was in command, and we are not surprised to learn 
that the affair gave such general satisfaction that the committee and their 
friends hope it will become an annual institution. A visit was paid to Mr. 
James Forbes, of Chertsey, who entertained the company with his usual generous 
hospitality, and the day terminated with a dinner at the Castle Hotel, Hampton 
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- the middle being taken for the course. 
_drawn her ahead of the pack, soon bustled the enemy into the water again. The 


‘being a splendid one. On getting to the east end of the lake, the hounds being 
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Court. The only matter for regret was that Mr. Thomas Spreckley, who had 
suggested the outing, was unavoidably absent. 
* * * * 

It is sometimes of such very great importance to use fine tackle for jack 
that Messrs. Foster and Co.'s annealed wire should certainly be given a trial 
by jack-fishers. It would probably answer best for live-bait float-tackle ; but 
immediately next the hook a piece of gimp would certainly have to be used. 
The trouble, we find, is to get the wire straight after it has become at all curly. 
We do not refer, of course, to the very fine wire used for trout casts, but to 
the stouter wire intended for salmon. It is a great deal finer than the finest 
gimp, and though it undoubtedly has certain disadvantages, these may possibly 
be outweighed by its fineness in waters where jack are much fished for, such 
as the Thames ; at any rate, it is well worth a trial. 

o ° % % ° 

A correspondent writes :—“'The spiral disgorger, designed by Mr. Thos. J. 
Leney, and illustrated in the FisHinc GAzerTe last week, is not a new idea. 
A very similar disgorger was given me some years ago by the late Mr. Greville 
Fennell, who claimed to have been the inventor of it a good many years before 
that. Making one end on the old lines is a capital idea, and almost doubles the 
usefulness of a useful little tool.” 

o ES % ° % 

Chub-fishers will do well to remember that the season for casting a small frog 
under the boughs has commenced. Immediately the hay is cut frogs may 
easily be found. Small frogs are the most pleasant to cast with ; but chub will 
take very large ones—too large, indeed, to be cast by anything but a light 
spinning rod. The only tackle required for casting a small frog is a single 
round-bend, long-shank hook, with two yards of gut above it, and a solitary 
No. 1 shot bitten on one inch above the hook. Having killed a small frog— 
say one about the size of a broad bean—place the point of the hook in at its 
vent and out at its mouth—or better, bring out the point between the lip and 
the top of the head. The shot now comes into use, for just above it the hind 
legs are tied round the ankles—a frog has very neat ankles, by the way—with 
a piece of thread. The frog should be cast under boughs, and allowed to drop 
down with the stream and sink as much as it will. It is not advisable to draw 
it through the water. 

* % % % & 

Sometimes chub rise at this bait furiously ; sometimes they follow it quietly 
for some distance, and, provided the line is not dragged in the meantime, suck 
itin. The striking should not be done too soon after the fish has taken the 
bait. With small frogs four or five seconds is soon enough ; with large ones 
the interval should be eight to ten seconds. 

2 2 ® % ® 

Frogs have a way of getting puffed up with wind after being cast much 
through the air ; they then only float in an absurdly bloated condition on the 
top of the water. When in this state they are not much use, and it is as well 
to exchange them for another. 

& a a5 st # 

Mr. Thomas Sproat, fishing in the upper water (Ford’s) on the Lea on the 
7th inst., took a tench weighing 4lb. loz. A tench this weight is very rarely 
taken in a river. 

% % % % = 

We see, from a local paper, that the Bishop of Bath and Wells recently 
reopened the parish church of St. Andrew, Withypool, on the river Barle. The 
church had been closed to allow of extensive repairs and alterations, which have 
been done under the personal superintendence of Mr. G. Yarde, who for many 
years has paid long angling visits to the neighbourhood, and who has given £50 
to the restoration fund. For nearly half a century the late Rev. Joseph Jekyll, 
a grand old sportsman of the John Russell type, was rector of Withypool ; and 
the present rector, the Rev. Rowland Newman, is also an enthusiastic angler. 
Having had many delightful days fishing the Barle, we can easily understand 
what a labour of love it has been to Mr. Yarde to do this good work for Withy- 
pool. 





OTTER HUNTING IN THE LAKE DISTRICT. 


On Tuesday, a number of eager huntsmen met at Wythburn to take part in a 
hunt, which, from the prevalence of otters in the neighbourhood, was exceed- 
ingly promising. In the absence of the master of the pack (Mr. W. Tattersall), 
command was taken by Captain Pedder, one of the deputy masters, and a move 
was made in the direction of Thirlmere. Immediately after entering the water 
at the head of the lake the trusted old hound, Ragman, spoke of the presence 
of the otter, and struck an anmistakable drag. The whole of the pack flew to 
the scent, and soon the charming district echoed with the music of the pack. A 
small island on the lake was given a passing call, when it was apparent that 
“the enemy” had here basked in the early sunshine, and, the order being to 
push along, the drag was carried on to Launchy Ghyll. Here was presented one 
of the prettiest sights that could be wished, and only those strong both in wind 
and limb could keep up with the hounds. The pack scrambled up the dangerous 
sides of the ghyll, where the rocks were almost as precipitous as a house-side. 
On getting to the top of the ghyll a splendid drag was taken straight across the 
fells to Borrowdale, and the hounds ultimately came across the quarry in a peat 
bog above Blea Tarn, having traversed some four miles from the place where 
they first struck the scent. The peat bog was so honeycombed with burrows 
and drains that all efforts of the terriers to dislodge the otter were in vain, and 
very reluctantly the huntsman signed a truce to suspend operations until the 
following morning. 


On Wednesday, the company proceeded direct to where the hunt had been 


left on the previous evening ; and, getting to the peat bog, it was found that 


the otter had taken a circle of three-quarters of a mile from the line of the 
‘previous day. The hounds took up the drag with a tremendous outburst 
of “music,” and the otter led the way back down the ghyll and into 
the lake. On getting down to the lake it. was found that the water- 
dog had sought refuge ina drain. After digging a few holes, the terrier, Gip, 
was introduced to the otter, and after a battle the otter bolted in full view of 
the company. The excitement, both of hounds and huntsmen, now rose to a 
high pitch, and it was expected that some lively work would follow. These 
expectations were fully realised. The otter was hunted up and down the lake, 
The otter landed on the island, but his 
stay here was a very limited one, for Longstress, whose strong swimming had 


otter was driven from one shore to the other, and was frequently seen, the hunt 


rather fatigued by the long swimming, the otter was lost for about half an hour. 
It was, however, again found in a culvert near the Keswick-road, where opera- 
tions are being carried on for pipe lying. Gip, owing to its previous acquaintance 
with the otter, was again put in the drain, and, despite a gruelling which it 
received, made the otter bolt into the lake, A short start was allowed the otter 


before the hounds were liberated, and a breeze having got up, 
what difficult, owing to the ripples on the water. 


their work for some time ; but at last appeared beaten, the otter having taken 


and decided to work right round the shores of the lake. 
handling, the hounds marked at the bottom end of the upper lake, by the bridge, 
and came to a dead-set at the water-cisteru at Armboth House. 
mistake about the otter being there, for it soon bolted and ma 
pace down the ghyll in the direction of the lake. 
too speedy for it, and, overhauling it, soon despatched the game little animal, 








hunting was some- 
The hounds stuck well to 


a long dive and not being seen again. The huntsman called his hounds together, 


After some splendid 


There was no 
de off at arapid 
The hounds, however, were 


which proved to be a bitch nearly 16lb. weight. The kill took place just nine 


hours from the commencement of the hunt, and was one of the finest days’ sport 


that has ever been enjoyed by the pack. 








CARLISLE OTTER HOUNDS. 


THE sportsmen who had been attending Carlisle races had an opportunity of 
witnessing a good hunt with these hounds, the meet being fixed for Wetheral. 
On being cast off near the railway bridge, the hounds rushed into the water 
amidst such a lively chorus that it was evident to the old hands that the object 
of their search must have been in the vicinity during the night. No mark, 
however, was made on the instant ; and the order being to move upwards, no 
time was lost in doing so. All the way up the Eden the hounds were alive to 
the presence of the otter, and on reaching Armstrong’s Wood the victim was 
found under the overhanging banks, and was speedily bolted. Back and 
forward, up and down, between the top of Cote House Island and 
Armstrong’s Wood, the otter was hurried about, showing many a 
time and oft, to the great delight of the spectators. Frequently the 
hounds came to close quarters, and one of them actually seized him 
by the shoulder, and swam with him high in air from midstream to the bank, 
but was obliged to leave go his hold on being finally pulled under water. 
Another incident was a game attack bya terrier, which was dragged under 
water, much to the alarm of its master, who swam after him, fearing he might 
be drowned. For four hours a lively hunt was kept up within the limited space 
between Cote House Island and Brocklewath, hounds, huntsmen, hunters, and 
terriers alike acquitting themselves admirably. At last the otter was run into 
and killed in the shallows, amidst a scene of great excitement—a bitch otter, 
16lb. or 171b. weight. 

Mr. J. Benson’s hounds had a hunt in the river Derwent, between Cocker- 
mouth and Bassenthwaite Lake on Friday, when they found a drag soon after 
reaching the river, and after over eight hours’ hot work, succeeded in killing a 
fine otter weighing 243l1b. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addresesd “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, . 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, July 18, 
at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

WESTERN DISTRICT. 5 

A successful visit was paid to the Sundial Angling Club on the 27th ult., nine 
clubs being represented. The next visit will be paid to the Waltonians, at their 
club-house, The Swan, Gosfield-street, Great Portland-street, on Wednesday next, 
July 20th.—J. JENNINGS. 

Visiting List (SOUTHERN DISTRICT). : 

The next visit of the above is to the Waggonners’ Angling Society, held at the 
Waggon and Horses, Thomas-street, Camberwell New-road, 8.E., on Tuesday, the 19th 
inst.—JOHN SMITH, District Officer. 

EASTERN DistRIctT VisITinG List.—No. 2. | 

A return visit on the above list was paid to the Star Angling Society on Monday, 
the 11th inst., and was a well-attended meeting, twelve clubs being represented. 
The next visit on this list will take place at the St. Andrews Piscatorial Society.— 
F, THORLING. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. ; 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 11s. from 
the donation-box of the South Hackney Angling Society ; and 5s. 6d. collected at 
the competition of the South London United District Visiting Clubs at Watering- 
bury on July 10th. The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday, 
July 22nd, at 8.30 p.m.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

July 3rd, the takes of fish still continue to be small. A great number of members 
went out, but Mr: ©. A. Medcalf was the only one who weighed-in fish (dace). 
July 10th, Mr. Moir weighed-in bream, perch, and roach from Dagenham; Mr. 
Farebrother also roach. Very pleased to state that we made another new member 
last meeting night.—J. WORLEDGE. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. r 

Wednesday, July 13th, Mr. R. Atchison in the chair, the minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. A circular from the Anglers’ Association re ‘A Bill to 
Declare the Law relating to Fishing in Rivers” was read, and the resolution in 
accordance therewith adopted and signed by the president, vice-president, and secre- 
tary. A circular from Mr. J. Deplidge ve the Esher and Claremont Fisheries remains 
over for further consideration on the 20th inst. The prize list up to date amounts 
to £35, leaving a wide margin for a series of special prizes, the first of which will 
be competed for on the 24th inst. at Horley, and consisting of six valuable prizes. 
The annual excursion: the number guaranteed by the society to the caterer has 
already been exceeded. Mr. R. Atchison had a fair show of bream and roach. 
Messrs, Harry Dunn and E. Coleman, on the 10th inst., had several fair-sized bream, 


—JOHN SMITH. E 
BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY.  —_ 

We have had some very fair takes of fish, Mr. Jennings weighing in 26lb. rudd ; 
Mr. Francis, a nice show of roach; Mr. Steggles, roach and perch ; Mr. Brothers, 
roach and bream ; Mr. Elton, bream, the largest going 3lb.; Messrs. Constable, 
Cooper, Daish, and Jamieson having small takes.—J. J. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. : 

The most important business on Friday, the 8th inst., was the proposing of four 
honorary members, A discussion took place re the stretch of water on the river 
Mole, between Esher and Claremont, when evidence was produced proving that all 
persons, with the exception of a few friends of the farmer, have been trespassers 
upon strictly private ground. However, as I stated in these columns last week, the 
trespassing and poaching business will now cease, members of the Brunswick having 
leased the water, and the documents relating thereto having been signed, sealed, and 
delivered. In future this water will be known as the Esher and Claremont Fishery, 
and members of all ond fide angling clubs can fish the same upon paymantade te 
per day, tickets to be obtained at our club-house only, King John’s Head, bik ; 
wark-street, Blackfriars-road, S.E., at all times. I think it is generally known : 
this is one of the very finest stretches of water on the Mole, being deep an . . 
the whole way, and splendidly shaded with large trees—in fact, a perfect little 
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paradise in a fishing point of view. 


Friday or Sunday evening, or drop a line to the undersigned. Messrs. Wertheim, 


8. Bryan, and Salisbury weighed in roach, dace, and bream on the 10th inst,—J, 


DEPLIDGE, hon, sec, 
CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY, 


I beg to inform secretaries and others that we have removed back to our old club 

On our next 
meeting night we ballot for another member, and we still have a vacancy for a few 
more members. Most of our members have been out; but have met with poor 
Mr, Maynard and 
Mr. Charles had some rudd on Thursday, July 7th. Mr. Howard had a nice show of 
bream, roach, and dace ; and a few decent eels have been taken at Ponder’s End by— 


house, the Duke of York, Wenlock-street, New North-road, Hoxton. 


success, Mr. Field had a few roach, winning the Jubilee prize. 


A, CLARK, sec, 
CLAPTON. 


The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. A. J. Oliver in the 
chair. Minutes of last meeting were signed, and general business transacted. Mr, 


Hicks reported having had a good catch of roach at Barford, but stated that they 


were not yet clean. The bream are well on the feed there. Mr. Tidbury has taken 
a lot of eels from our Sewardstone water. Mr. H. A. Beck, three trout, about 6lb., 
five chub, 91b.,and half a dozen fine roach, averaging about 11b. each, from St, 
Margaret's, all with the fly. Members can fish some preserved waters at Kelvedon, 
Essex, the proprietor having granted permission for the nominal consideration of 
2s. 6d. for the season for each member—no Sunday fishing ; and through the kindness 
of the proprietor, good private fishing can be had by our members in the River Ivell 
at Sandy, Bedford.—_H ENry Howsg, hon. sec. 


CROWN PERSEVERANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Some of our members were out on July 10th, but did not return with a very great 
show of fish ; also several of our members took part in the South London match, I 
was very pleased to see our members persevere in the manner they did considering 
the very hot weather ; but Mr. R, Bennington captured two of the prizes—one being 
Jubilee. I hope our members will show up well on Monday next to consider about 
our next match,—J, REDMAN, hon. sec. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fortnightly meeting was held on the 7th inst. : Mr. J. H. Rich was voted in 
the chair. The minutes of our last meeting having been duly confirmed, a Mr, 
White was unanimously elected an honorary member of our society. The secretary 
having announced the result of our match on the 22nd ult., Mr. Gibbons was 
declared the winner of Mr. Skinner's prize (a flower stand), and was presented with 
same by the chairman, During the course of the evening, Mr. J. H.jRich read a 
paper on pike angling, and several very good songs were sung by the members and 
friends. Owing to the long drought of dry weather, the members have not been 
very successful in their catches.—W. K. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ‘second match this season in connection with the above society was held on 
the 7th inst.at Acle. The arrangements made by Mr. Rose, of Bridge House, gave 
every satisfaction, and the part selected by him for fishing proved a great success, 
The conditions of the match were that it be stake-down, to fish two ina boat, one 
rod, one line, and two hooks, and paternostering and ledgering allowed, the boats to 
be 80yds. apart from each other, and fishing to commence at 10.30 a,m., and finish at 
7pm. The day was all that could be desired for fishing. Seventeen competitors 
put in an appearance, and, at the close of the match, the umpire, ‘Mr. J. HE. Pretty, 
declared the following to be the prize-winners—viz., Ist prize,Mr, iC. H. Harrison, 
with 22lb. 50z,; 2nd, Mr, W. Kirby, 111b. loz.; 3rd, Mr. W. Lowne, 101b, 120z. ; 4th, 
W. Platt, 10lb. 4oz,; 5th, Mr. W. Crowther, 91b. 30z. Only eleven of the compe- 
titors weighed-in, the gross total of fish taken by them amounting to 941b. 5oz, 
The following specimen fish were weighed-in : Mr. Lowne, bream, 3lb.; Mr, Platt, 
bream, 21b. 100z. ; and Mr. Crowther, bream, 2lb. 10oz. The fish taken were chiefly 
bream, and in good condition.—W. Krrsy, hon. sec. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 10th inst. there was a grand display of fish on the tables of the above 
society. Mr. G. Dodd (late of the Rodney) led the way with 12lb. of bream, fol- 
lowed by Mr. C. Crow, with 10}1b. of bream ; next came Mr. de Perran with a variety, 
consisting of barbel, roach, dace, &c.; H. Lochmuller had bream ; EH. Henrie, roach 
and dace ; T. Adams, bream and jack; Mr. Lawford, roach and (dace; G. Stoner, 
trout and roach ; G, and A, Crow, bream; J. Townley, bream; “ Johnny my Boy,” 
from the “ dear old spot,” a few nice roach ; G. Lumby, roach and dace ; J. Stanton, 
bream ; and J. Green, roach—making up the total to over 601b. Ponds, rivers, lakes, 
and reservoirs in different parts of the country were taxed by the above members 
for the fish exhibited on the occasion.—PIx1E, 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members are particularly requested to attend next Tuesday, when Mr. F. M. Jonas 
will exhibit a very interesting collection of J apanese fishing-tackle. He will also 
present the society with a model of a Japanese fishing-boat. Anglers generally 
will be gladly welcomed. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We had a better show of fish on the 10th inst. TT, Hammond, 111b, loz. bream ; 
S. Gillett, 3lb. 1240z, bream ; 8. Cole, 21b. 140z. roach and dace ; T, Haycox, 11b. 15302, 
roach ; T. Jeffries, roach ; E. Hammond, bream, Members will oblige by attending 
on Thursday next, July 21st, to select prizes for first and second annual gross 
weights.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society makes steady and continuous progress. About a dozen new members— 
all practical anglers—have been elected within the last three or four weeks ; no 
meeting having yet taken place without additions being made to the “ muster roll,” 
The next fortnightly meeting will be held at Rise House, Hornsey Rise, on 
Monday evening next, July 18th; chair to be taken at 7.30 p.m,—C, H, KENNETT, 


hon, sec, 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The rain will not make its appearance except in odd showers, which the land 
absorbs at once. We want forty-eight hours’ steady downpour, and-all nature is 
drooping and languishing for it. I have been a fisherman for over forty years, and 
do not remember such a lengthened drought, nor rivers and other waters so low, 
There is really nothing for the angler to do but wait and hope. In the public lake 
in Newsham Park here a member of ours, Mr, Thomas Moon, had a rare tussle witha 
tench the other evening. The water being very low and fine he was using single 
horse-hair when he hooked the fish, Finding he had a good fish on he could do 
nothing but allow it to roam about at its own free will, and for one hourand a half 
it was fish and fine tackle versus patience and skill, and eventually, amid the sup- 
pressed excitement of a large crowd, of whom the ladies formed a “fair” propor- 
tion, I slipped the net under and landed him on ferra Jjirma, He turned out to be 
3lb, 202. in weight, and was in the “ finest possible condition.” I must add that I 
have never seen a fish more artistically and patiently played, and but for this the 
fish must have been lost,—Rp. WOOLFALL, hon, sec, 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening at our club-house, Alma 
Tavern, No, 59, Newington-green-road, N., the president, Mr, W. Gillies, in the 
chair, The minutes of previous meeting were read and confirmed, The prize-list 
for the present half-year was arranged, and members can have copies of same next 
meeting-night, One new member was proposed. Our show of fish for the last week 
was an improvement ; but the present state of the weather appears to keep our 
members at home, Of five members who have been out four returned with fish, 
Mr. C. S. Blackman had a nice lot of bream, perch, and dace; Mr, J, G, Feakes, 


perch and roach ; Mr. J. W. Dyer, roach (heaviest fish, 200z.); and Mr, W. Gillies, 
roach (one fish, 19}0z.), We oaly want a good downpour of rain to send our 


members out,—A, May, hon, sec 


As to its fish, it fairly swarms with very large 
bream and chub, from 21b. to 61b, each, besides jack, perch, roach, dace, and splendid 
eels. Anglers requiring any further information should call at clubhouse any 








NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 10th inst. the following members weighed-in :—Messrs. J. and H. J. 
Underwood, Dunning, and Greenwood, roach; Mr. Edgerton, jack, heaviest 
6lb. 1530z,; Mr. Fancourt, jack; Mr. Aldis, jack, and one tench, 3lb, 9}0z, ; Mr, 
Hill, bream, 121b, 120z,—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

NORWICH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society held their first match at Fritton Decoy on July 7th, and the following 
were the prize winners :—Ist, Mr. E. Capon, 13lb. 1440z.; 2nd, Mr. F, Parker, 
13lb, loz.; 3rd, Mr, Clark, 12lb. 11}0z.; 4th, Mr. A. Simm, 11Ib. 4oz.; 5th, Mr, 
Plumbly, 100z. 130z, ; 6th, Mr. R. Clarke, 10lb. 1030z.; 7th, Mr. Barnes, 91b. loz. ; 
8th, Mr. Hindes, 71b,3}0z.; 9th, Mr, Butler, 71b, 2%0z.; 10th, Mr. C. Daniels, 7ib. 0}0z, 
The total catch was about 160lb. of fish, which I believe was very satisfactory to 
all the members of the club, I trust on the occasion of their annual match at 
Buckenham they may have equal sport amongst these beautiful roach.—ROBERT 


Mout, 
PRINCE ARTHUR PISCATORIALS, 

A few of our members were out on July 3rd, but nothing was taken of any great 
size, Mr. G, Tipper weighed in a nice plump jack, which scaled nearly 6lb., and Mr. 
J. Salmon some roach. On July 11th Mr. A. Reeves had some very good sport with 
the bream, the three largest weighing nearly 91b., and a very fine carp, which scaled 
7b. 80z., which was in splendid condition. On July 12th Mr. Tipper weighed in a 
nice carp from the same water, which scaled 6lb. 1041b.—J. W. HARRIS, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There has not been much fish taken by our club owing to the very hot weather, 
Mr. Parsons being the only member who took any on the 10th inst, ; Mr. Stidolph 
succeeded in taking two dozen and a half of roach and dace on the 12th inst, - The 
next visit on the South London Visiting List will be paid to this club on Monday, 
July 25, when all brothers of the rod will receive a most hearty welcome,—W. R, 


MATTHEWS, sec, 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

Twelve members of this society entered for the §.L.U. Competition at Watering- 
bury on the 10th inst. Mr, T, Line saved the party a blank by getting a roach just 
under 4oz, ; he was lucky to get that considering the time they commenced, and a 
pegged-down affair, too. However, his fish entitled him to a prize from the compe- 
tion, and two from this society given by Messrs. Hoare and Alexander, Mr. I. Davis 
visited Richmond, and managed to get 3%lb. of dace from the bank ; the 17th inst, 
will finish the competition for Mr, R. Selth’s prize. Members are informed that the 
next 8.L,U. return visit will be to the Peckham Brothers, on the 25th inst. All that 
can make it convenient to attend on that occasion will be welcomed, I am sure, by 
the members of that society, held at the Prince Albert, East Surrey-grove, Peckham, 
At the meeting held on the 13th inst. Mr. T, Line received Messrs. Hoare and Alex- 
ander’s prizes. All members of the committee are requested to attend at the Albion 
on the 18th, to arrange prizes for July. Notice has been placed on the books that a 
special meeting be called for the first Wednesday in September to consider Mr, R. 
Selth’s proposition : “ That no fish be weighed in this society taken within a quarter 
of a mile of any sewer entering any river that members might fish.” The next re- 
turn visit of the A.A. will be to the Waggoners, on the 19th inst., held at the 
Waggon and Horses, Thomas-street, Camberwell New-road. ; 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB, 

C. Jeffreys had a nice show of fish on Friday last, when he weighed in jack, perch 
(one 1lb, 4lb.), bream, and roach. Several of our members visited Windsor on the 
10th inst., there being three prizes to be fished for at that place. Unfortunately, 
no one landed a fish, so the prizes remain in our case, and will be fished for on some 
future occasion. As no other member weighed in fish, I have to record a blank, the 
firstone this season, Our Tuesday evening smoking concert was moderately attended. 
The following ladies and gentlemen entertained the company in a pleasant manner : 
—Miss Lizzie Lynn, Miss Seymore, Messrs, Fred Thorling, Will Ward, Harry Vernon, 
Ray, Snow, and Carr (dance artistes), Geo. Lester, Spauling, Will Avery, Murrell, 
Roberts, Brockwell, and Battensby. Next Tuesday I hope to see a good attendance 
to support Mr. J, Penn (Crown and Buckland A, C.), who has kindly consented to 
preside.—J OHN BATTENSBY, sec. 

ST. GHORGH’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Result of the competition on the 10th inst. (open match) :—First, Mr, Gibbs, 
bream and roach, 4lb, 330z. The other prizes were not taken. Mr. Lang weighed 
some handsome carp and bream from Wimbledon Lake, 12lb. 9}0z. ; bub was not 
eligible to take a prize. Mr. Luff also weighed gudgeon.—T. T, 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Although a great many members were out on the 10th inst., very few had met 
with success so far as quantity was concerned. Mr. T. Jones was to the front with 
a little over 11lb. of bream; Mr, C. Beard, 5lb. of carp and tench; Mr. G. Free, 
bream ; Mr. F. Strange, roach and bream; and Mr. W. S. Woodhead, bream and 
roach, A special day prize given by Mr. W. Hale, to be fished for on the 31st inst, 
Roach only to weigh. Lea or Stort fishing.—W. 8. W. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Tuesday, July 12: One of our old sort of meetings. The discussion respecting 
alteration of Rule 9 was postponed; but in reference to removal of club the com- © 
mittee were requested to make inquiries and bring up their report next Tuesday, 
July 19th, the meeting being adjourned for that purpose. Our numbers and prize 
list were increased.—PELICAN. F 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LiST, 

The first competition of the season between the South London anglers took place 
on the 10th inst. at Wateringbury for a series of money prizes and also four Jubilee 
prizes. The competition commenced at 11 o'clock, 64 competitors turning up out 
of 66 entries. The first competition prize and Jubilee prize was taken by Mr, Watts, 
of the United Brothers; first competition prize, first Jubilee prize, second com- 
petition prize, and second Jubilee prize was taken by Mr. Court, Bermondsey Brothers ; 
third competition prize and third Jubilee prize was taken by Mr. Slatter, of the 
United Brothers ; fourth competition prize and fourth Jubilee prize was taken by 
Mr. Bennington, of the Crown Perseverance ; the fifth and sixth prizes produced a 
tie, which was put together and divided by Mr. Lines, of the Rodney, and Mr, Dawes, 
of the Angler’s Pride, The next visit of the South London clubs will take place 
on Monday, July 25th, at the Peckham Brothers, Prince Albert, East Surrey Grove, 
Peckham,—J, Cougt, hon. sec. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. ; 

Several members of the above society fished in the South London match a 
Wateringbury on the 10th inst., Mr. F. Watts taking two first prizes, and Mr, J, 
Slatter taking two third prizes. Several other members not fishing in the match 
weighed in—Mr, J. Payne, bream; Mr, F, Morne, bream ; Mr, J, Currans, bream, 
Members of the above society will fish a pegged-down match on the 24th of J uly at 
Paddock Wood for several money prizes and a Jubilee medal, Hope to have a fine 
report next week.—H, T. 

WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY, 

There was a fair attendance of members on the 7th inst., when we had one new 
member proposed. It was decided we fish at Datchet on the 17th inst, for prizes 
not won on the 3rd inst. The next visit of the Anglers’ Association will go to the 
above on Tuesday, July 19th.—J. Russ, sec. : 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

In the match fished at Amberley on the 10th inst., Mr. Dartnall took first prize 
with 431b., Mr, Turnbull taking second, and Mr. Street third, Messrs. Hopkins and 
Wright also weighed-in bream and roach, about 6lb., from Ormsby Broad, Norfolk, 
Members are requested to attend next Wednesday to arrange about annual excur- 


sion.—W, W. A, 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

The meeting on the 14th inst. was rather poorly attended. The competition on 
the 17th inst. will be an open one, The silver cup presented by Mr, Curtis for com- 
petition last season, and won by Mr. Hibble, was exhibited in the club-room.  It’is 
‘an excellent piece of workmanship, beautifully engraved, and the winner feelg 
justly proud of it—MILLER’s THUMB, a : wae 
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SCOTCH NOTES, 





Assynt Locus (LOcHINVuR).—The weather for the week now past has been 
changeable, sometimes too wet, sometimes too dry, according to the idiosynerasy of 
the tourist ; “too dry,” is the wail of the angler; “too wet,” is the complaint of 
the geologist ; yet the consensus of opinion is that the weather is, notwithstanding 
this is July, far too fine, and our prayer is that the windows of heaven will be 
opened for a brief period yet. The Inver is fishable ; but the Kirkaig still continues 
low. After to-day’s rain we hope by next week to be able to give a good report. 
The takes for the week are :—July 4, Culag Loch, two hours’ fishing, Mr. Attwood 
Mathews, 11 trout, 3lb. ; Loch Fewin, Mr, Langham and friend, 57 trout, 151b.; Loch 
Beannoch, General Irvine, 90 trout, 141b. ; Loch Assynt, Captain Erskine, 60 trout, 
14}]b. ; Little Beannoch, Mr, Spencer, 48 trout, 11lb. July 5, Loch Assynt, Mr, 
Attwood Mathews, 47 trout, 12lb. ; same loch, Mr. Bartholomew and Mr, Hawkins, 
27 trout, 6lb.; Loch Fewin, Mr. Spencer, 18lb. July 6, Little Beannoch, Messrs, 
Bartholomew and Hawkins, 80 trout, 17lb. ; Sea-fishing, Mr. Spencer, one sea-trout, 
231b., 201b. lythe, 201b. codfish and eels. July 7, Loch Fewin, Messrs. Bartholomew 
and Hawkins, 60 trout, 141b. ; Loch Culag, Mr. Attwood Mathews, twoshours’ fishing, 
12 trout, 431b. ; Mr. Mackay, same loch, 31 trout, 91b., one hour and a half’s fishing. 
July 8th, Loch Beannoch, Mr, Bartholomew and friend, 64 trout, 14lb.; Mr. A. 
Mathews, on Upper Inver, one salmon, 81b, ; Loch Fewin, Mr. Spencer, 11lb, July Sh 
Loch Beanoch, Mr. Tait, 36 trout, 6lb.; Messrs. Mann and Mackay, Survey Expedi- 
tion, 50 trout, 16lb. On Polly River, Mr. E. L. Sanderson, on the 6th, one grilse, 
5glb. ; and on the 11th, one grilse, 641b, Sky exceedingly clear some days of last 
week, Rain fell heavily on Tuesday, the 12th, Capital prospects for next week.— 
A NorktTHERN Piscator. 

AnnAn.—Day angling has been abandoned in consequence of the scarcity of 
water. The river is all but dried up, and the weather so bright that fish will not 
look at a fly, Several anglers have been out at dark, but baskets have been light. 
A slight rise in the water in the early part of the week has cleansed the river, and 
the prospect is more cheering. Herling are now pretty numerous in the deeps ; but, 
like the sea-trout, they shun every lure. Nothing but a big flood, of which little 
hope exists as yet, will remove the present stagnation.—GLOBE TROTTER. 

DEVERON.—For very many years past there has not been so long a drought 
experienced in this district, which has interfered so much with fishing operations, 
Waltonians have really had a wearisome time of it. The much-needed rain, how- 
ever, fell copiously in the end of last week, which greatly helped to improve both 
the silmon-fishings on the river and at the sea stations. More rain would do good, 
The yield for weeks has been greatly below the average. A good few grilse have, 
however, been got during the past week, but the salmon have been very limited, They 
are of good quality and clean. The average grilse is 4lb.,and salmon 91lb. Prices 
ae 9d. to 10d, per pound for grilse, and 1s, to 1s. 2d, per pound for salmon,—ANGLER, 
July 13. 

DOMFRIESSHIRE,—Our rivers were in flood on Wednesday and Thursday, and will 
immensely benefit angling for the next few weeks. Worm fishing vigorously 
prosecuted, rewarded with fair takes of herling and burn trout. Salmon and grilse 
taking to the Nith and Annan, and will afford abundant sport in upper reaches, 
even if there be no more rain on Wednesday. There wasa great run of salmon in 
Sol way.—DUMFRIES. 

Esk, LANGHOLM, DumrrigssHire.—After a protracted period of heat and 

drought which dried up the rivers to an almost unheard-of extent, we are now evi- 
dently going to get more than even a Scotch mist. We have hada considerable fall 
of rain, which has had a beneficial effect upon the waters, and good sport is being 
had daily, considerable numbers of sea-trout being got, and as the rain is still coming 
down, anglers need not be afraid to cast their cares aside and come and cast their 
fly on one of the loveliest rivers in Scotland. The following has been some of the 
sport had :—In the upper waters, Mr. W. Ballantyne, Langholm, had three on Tues- 
day night, and one on Wednesday. Mr. George Maxwell, Langholm, had six sea- 
trout at two fishings last week; while amongst other successful anglers in the 
upper waters may be mentioned Messrs, Walter Clark, Alex. M‘Millan, J. Story, and 
W. Laidlaw, of Langholm, In the Canonbie waters, and also lower down at Long- 
town, a very fair number of sea-trout have been caught. There are some salmon in 
the river, and the stock will no doubt soon be largely increased, Some good baskets 
of yellow trout have been had in the tributaries of the Esk. Consequent on the 
heavy rains during Saturday night the river on Sunday was slightly flooded. This 
much-looked-for event will not only bring fish up the river, but will cleanse its bed, 
which has been very much fouled by the growths of a fungoid character, which 
have lately flourished apace.—W. D. 
__Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—During the past six weeks this river has been unusu - 
ally low, and in many places easily fordable. Notwithstanding the scarcity of water, 
sea-trout are plentiful, but extremely shy, and anglers are sorely puzzled with re- 
gard to the proper tackle to select in order to get a basket. The sea-trout season, 
which is now about half over, has been much spoiled by the prolonged drought, yet 
@ number continue to be taken, but mostly at nights. In the upper waters, Mr. W. 
Ballantyne, Langholm, landed four last week ; Mr. George Maxwell, six ; while among 
other successful anglers may be mentioned Messrs, Walter Clark, Alex M‘Millan, 
J. Story, W. Laidlaw, and J. Varty, of Langholm. In the Canonbie waters, and 
also at Longtown, a fair number of sea-trout have been caught. The tributaries of 
the Esk, too, have supplied some good baskets of yellow trout. The outlook on 
Sunday was cheering in the extreme ; the heavy rains during Saturday had set the 
water in motion, and cleansed out the bed of the river ; consequently, as might have 
been expected, a number of anglers were early at work.— GLOBE TROTTER. 

GiRLsTA Locu, LERwIcK.—Some fine sport has lately been enjoyed in Girlsta 
Loch, near Lerwick. Dr. Alfred Hdie and a friend, fishing with artificial minnows, 
landed one trout weighing 5lb., one weighing 41b., two each weighing 23lb., and 
two weighing #lb. A lady landed a fish of 5lb., which is said to be a fish of a rare 
kind. Dr. Skae and Mr. Mitchell had also fine baskets, the latter landing a fine 5lb. 
trout. The trout in this loch are exclusively freshwater fish. ANGLER. 

LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel).—Mr, Maitland, on Loch Inchard : 
July 6th, 17 cod, 3401b. ; 7th, 16 cod, 2841b.; 11th, 6 cod, 156lb. Messrs, Heggote 
and Chandler, Loch No, 2: 7th, 46 trout, 141b. ; 9th, 40 trout, 121b. Loch Inchard : 
July 11th, 12 lithe, 84lb. ; two sea-trout, 21b—W. WALLACE. 

Locu Awsr.—Mr. Arthur and Mr, Stone killed each a salmon last week, and the 
Messrs. Bell five salmon ; Messrs. Ralli and Mavrajane, fishing from the Taycreggan 
Hotel, have been making takes of upwards of three dozen trout on the hill lochs; 
Mr. Ralli has also killed a number of pike.——A, Munro, Taycreggan Hotel, 


July 11th. 


Locu Lomonp.—Out from Inversnaid on this loch yesterday (11th), Mr. Hadaway 
killed five nice trout, among them a sea-trout of 2}lb.—July 12th, 

Loch Griam.—June 28th, Mr. Faber, thirty-two trout, 91b.; 29th, Mr. Alston, 
eleven trout, 41b., and one ferow, 441b, ; 30th, Mr. Aitkins and Dr. Lockwood, forty- 
five trout, 15lb.; July 2nd, Mr. Faber, eighteen trout, 6lb.; 5th, Messrs, Barton and 
Moore, fifty-six trout, 20lb. The weather continues favourable for the last few 
days.—D. McKay, 

Locnw RANNocH (Dunalastair Hotel, Kinloch, Rannoch),—The following sport 


-was obtained by gentlemen staying in the Dunalastair Hotel :—July 13th, Mr, 


Thomson, Belfast, one dozen trout; Mr. Wood, Dundee, ten trout; Mr. Bailey, 
Frome, two dozen; Dr. Sharkey, London, three dozen ; Mr. Rogers, London, two 
dozen ; Mr. Clutton, London, one dozen. July 14th, Mr. Bailey (on the river), one 
dozen ; Mr, Rogers, three and a half dozen; Mr. Sharkey, ‘two dozen ; Mr, Clutton, 
one and a half dozen; Dr. Holden, Stamford (on river), one anda half dozen; Mr, 
Holden, Stamford (on river), two dozen. 

Locu SxHin, &c, (LAIRG).—The weather during the week has been fine, with 
occasional showers, but there has not been sucha fall as to bring down the streams 
or discolour the water. The following are a few of the takes by visitors at Lairg 


. Hotel :—On the 7th, on Loch Shin, Mr, Pullar, Bridge of Allan, 9 trout, 341b, ; Mr, 
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Sillier, 14 trout, 53lb. 8th, Surgeon-Gen, Robertsan, 40 trout, 14}lb. ; on Loch 
Beannoch, Mr. Pullar, 14 trout, 124lb, 9th, Mr. Pullar, Loch Beannoch, 14 trout, 
1031. ; on Loch Shin, Mr, Copeland, 10lb.; Surg,-Gen. Robertson, 11 trout, 421b. 
River Shin.—Mr, Parker, one salmon, 16lb.; on the llth, Major Hancock, grilse, 
1231b. ; 12th, Mr. Parker, salmon, 16lb. ; grilse, 1241b. ; 13th, Mr. Parker, grilse, 6lb. 
The trout-fishing for the last three days will be given next week,—D. CAMPBELL. 

PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—The weather, after the rain, is 
still improving for angling, and better takes have been got than for a few weeks 
past. The parties out were :—Mr, I’. H. Barker, Chester; Mr. W, B. Bateson, 
Liverpool; Dr, Johnson, Salford; Mr, Burton, Edinburgh; Mr. A. CG, Burton, 
Glasgow ; Mr. J. H. Penman, Marple, Cheshire; Mr. F., M. Ferguson and party, 
Omer : and Mr, Cooper Brown, Haynford Hall, Norwich, Total catch of trout for 
week, 1,072. 

Spry.—Angling has slightly revived with the recent rain, of which there has not 
been nearly enough to bring the river into anything like size for good sport to be 
got. The river rose during the past week several times, but only an inch or two at a 
time. I have seen several very good baskets of yellow trout and sea-trout caught 
during the night. Fishing during the daytime is rather stale. There is much 
diversity of opinion as to the flies that ought to be used for all-night fishing. Some 
prefer a Bright Wasp, others a Hare’s Lug, while a few believe in dark hooks, For my 
own part, I believe most in the latter. There are many careless fishers to be seen 
on the river just now, who, in very strong language, denounce the Spey trouting as 
an out-and-out failure. Iam not inclined to look at it as such, although it is con- 
siderably poorer than usual. I would advise those would-be imitators of Izaak 
Walton to move slowly and lightly in the water, even in the darkest hour of the 
night; to use a very light line, witha tapered medium gut cast next the line ; and one 
of those very fine gut casts, as sold by Messrs. Stuart and Son, Aberlour, at the 
point ; last of all, to exercise a little more patience. The trout are in splendid 
condition, Salmon-fishing has begun to yield better sport also, The Fiddoch, near 
Lower Craigellachie, still continues to attract the attention of those who find 
pleasure in the gentle art, Allthe north rivers are ‘still suffering for want of rain. 
—ANGLER, J 

SUTHERLAND, N.B, (Altnacealgach Hotel),—The following are the particulars 
of past week’s sport :—July 4th, Mr. John Leigh, of Preston, Loch Cama, seventy- 
five trout, 1631b. ; Mr. Elliot, one hundred and four trout, 33lb.; Messrs. Hayes and 
Eckersley, of Preston, Loch Urigall, one hundred and twenty-five trout, 25lb. 
July 5th, Mr. Elliot, North Berwick, Loch Veyatie, twenty-one trout, 91b,—heaviest* 
fish, 2lb. lloz.; Messrs, Hayes and Hckersley, ninety-one trout, 2941b. July 6th, 
Mr. Elliot, Loch Cama, fourteen trout, 91b,.—heaviest trout, 2lb.; Mr. John Leigh, 
seventy-three trout, 25lb.: Mr. Hayes, Loch Cama, thirty-two trout, 941b. ; Messrs. 
Brown and Thompson, Lock Urigall, one hundred trout, 26lb. July 7th, Mr. John 
Leigh, Loch Awe, forty-four trout, 10lb.; Mr. Hayes, Loch Boarlan, fifty-six trout, 
12lb, July 8th, Messrs. Brown and Thompson, one hundred and thirty-nine trout, 
48lb. July 9th, Mr. John Leigh, Loch Urigall, fifty-five trout, 121b. ; Mr. Vallance, 
Loch Boarlan, thirty-four trout, 8lb.; Messrs, Hayes and Eckersley, seventy-seven 
trout, 17i1b.—JoHN McDoNALD. 

SUTHERLAND, N.B. (Melvich Hotel).—Out from this hotel Colonel Clark, Com- 
mander Caffin, R.N., and Mr. Murdoch had 62 trout on Saturday, weighing 40lb. 
Dr. and Mr. D. Dobie have had excellent sport all the week ; and Mr. Henderson has 
had several good takes, Mr, Greenwood has been obtaining capital sport on Loch 
Scye—a superior trouting loch now attached to the Reay Hotel, Loch Na Shallag 
is fishing capitally since the rain came.—ANGUS MORRISON. 

SUTHERLAND (Overscaig Hotel).—The anglers in this favourite spot have had 
most encouraging sport for the last week. The following are the takes :—Loch 
Shin: June 28, Messrs. T. Faed and Wm. Faed, fifty-seven trout, 22lb.; Mr. 
Brown and Mr, Brandreth, fifty-three trout, 20lb, June 29, My, Faber, forty-two 
trout, 141b.; Messrs. T. and Wm. Faed, forty-two trout, 141b.; Mr, Aitkins and Dr. 
Lockwood, twenty-five trout, 11lb. June 30, Mr. Brown and Mr. Brandreth, fifty- 
three trout, 201b.; Mr, Faber, twenty-four trout, 101b.; Mr. Alston, a few hours, 
ten trout, 631b, July 1, Mr. Alston, forty-four trout, 201b.; Messrs. T. and Wm, 
Faed, forty-eight trout, 18lb.; Mr, Faber, thirty trout, 12lb. July 2, Mr. Aitkins 
and Dr. Lockwood, thirty-two trout, 15lb, July 4th, Mr. Barton and Mr. Moore, 
forty-five trout, 21lb.; Mr. Faber, twenty-five trout, 101b.; Mr. Aitkins and Dr. 
Lockwood, twenty-five trout, 10lb. July 5, Mr. Faber, twenty-four trout, 8lb. ; 
Messrs. Luddington and Evans, sixty-three trout, 25lb.; Mr. and Mrs, Behrend and 
Mr, Carr, forty-two trout, 171b. ; Mr. Baldwin and friend, ‘forty trout, 171b. July 6, 
Mr. and Mrs. Behrend and Mr. Carr, thirty-three trout, 191b.; Mr. Barton and Mr, 
Moore, nineteen trout, 6lb,; Mr. Luddington and Mr, Evans, thirty-six trout, 17lb. 
Loch Merkland : June 28, Mr. Alston, thirty-three trout, 91b.; June 29,.Mr, Brown 
and Mr. Brandreth, seventeen trout, 641b. ; Mr. T. Faed and Mr. W. Faed, twenty-six 
trout, 1llb, July 1, Mr. Aitkins and Dr. Lockwood, twenty-two trout, 8lb, July 5, 
Mr. Aitkins and Dr. Lockwood, forty trout, 101b. 

YTHAN, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms).—Anglers may now, weather 
permitting, rely on capital sport. While writing have just seen two very large 
baskets or creels, each with over fifty sea-trout, averaging from 11b. to 241b. each, 
all of which were taken to-day (Monday) on the above water. Fresh shoals will con- 
tinue coming into the river now that they have commenced to run so freely with 
every tide.— YTHAN, 





THE SHIPWRECKED MARINERS’ SOCIETY AND THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE.—An 
address of loyal congratulation to Her Majesty the Queen, Patron of the Ship- 
wrecked Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society, has just been signed by Admiral His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Hdinburgh, the Society’s President, and by the chair- 
man and secretary, on behalf of its executive, as follows:—‘To the Queen’s Most 
Excellent Majesty.. May it please Your Majesty,—We, the President and Executive 
of the Corporation of ‘The Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent 
Society, of which nationalinstitution Your Majesty has been the Patron since its 
first formation in 1839, desire humbly to approach Your Majesty with our loyal 
and; dutiful congratulations on the auspicious occasion of the completion of the 
Fiftieth Year of Your Majesty’s Reign. Amid the many philanthropic 
organisations} brought into existence beneath Your Majesty’s beneficent sway, we 
rejoice to think that the peculiar necessities, through shipwreck and urgent dis- 
tress, of the vast seafaring population ‘of ;Your Majesty’s great maritime empire 
should happily have been, under Divine Providence, so nobly cared for Nationally, 
in the charitable founding of this Sailors’ Royal Benevolent Society, at the very 
outset of Your Majesty’s reign, and with the fostering aid of Your Majesty’s special 
patronage and support. That the sustaining blessing of the Almighty Ruler of 
Earth and Seas may, during added year upon year of still prolonged life and 
sovereignty, be continuously vouchsafed to Your Majesty, in person and in throne, 
is the fervent prayer of Your Majesty’s most faithful subjects and servants,— 
ALFRED, President ; JAMES C. Prevost, Admiral, Chairman ; WILLIAM R. Buck, 
Late of Your Majesty’s Civil Service, Secretary. Dated at the Society’s Central 
Office, Sailors’ Home Chambers, London, E., this 20th day of June, 1887.” 


THE Sotway Fisuury.—tThe prospects of the Solway fishermen are more pro- 
mising this year than they have been for several years past. On Saturday morning 
there was a fair supply of Parton herring at the various ports of the Solway, and 
the price fell from threepence or fourpence each to twopence each, This morning 
the Maryport fishermen, who were out for a few hours, came in with nice “ catches,” 
whilst others had baskets full. The fish are very fine. 


Tue individual who called tight boots comfortable was not such an idiot as he 
looked, after all, for he defended his position by saying that they made a man forget 
all his other miseries, 

SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Woola 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Hsq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measvrement, apply to 
tT. B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVARPOOL, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


THE NEW ACME” LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 


Jury 16, 1887. 


























Without above Mare SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY PO8T 
no Lines or Rods are 


Genuine. Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 





best lines I ever had,” 


Rk. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“ T have used the Improvep ‘Acmnr’ Line last season and this. 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, 


You HAVE GOT HOLD OF An Al 


Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d, per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 





IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 


important points. 


&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 


weight. 


This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named, 


For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 


however, it is good lure. 





September, 1886. 





Outline when viewed 
from beneath, when on 
water. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, 


position of Hooks as 
seen from Wing 
Points, 





Mr. Salmon Backhouses New Trout Fly-Book. 


INTERCHANGEABLE FRAMED FELT LEAVES, 

“The advantages claimed for this book we must candidly say it possesses.” FISHING GAZETTE. 

‘““A long way the best thing of its kind in the market.”—Mr. T, EH. Privt, Author of “ North 
Country Trout Flies,” &c. 

I have much pleasure in informing my customers that I 
have succeeded in securing the Sole Agency for this MOST 
PERFECT Fly-Book, the merits of which were fully tested by 
constant use during last season. 

1. It will carry the most delicate flies and made-up casts 
for an indefinite time without crushingthem. 2. Itis equally 
suitable for fl'es tied on eyed-hooks, or on ordinary hooks with 
gut attached. 3. It will ho'd the flies and made-up casts 
securely when opened in a high wind. 4. It is lighter and 
more portable than ordinary fly-books, and it will not sink or 
suffer material injury if dropped into the water. 5. It facili- 
tates an orderly arrangement of flies for the different seasons, 
and also for different rivers or Jakes. 6. The flies can be seen 
ata glance, and any fly abstracted without the least difficulty. 
7. It is simple in design and construction, and calculated to 
lasta lifetime. 8, The frames fitting tightly together, moth 
cannot get in. 

A narrow e'astic band down the centre of each page can be 
utiliscd for holding made-up casts. With the 7in. Book is 
supplied a cloth-covered box, containing three extra leaves ; 
and with the 6in. Book a box containing two extra leaves. 
Any quantity of extra leaves may be had if required. . 
Size 7 by 5 by 14 (with 3 leaves, and box with 3 extra leaves), price 16s. 6a. with or without addi- 
tional parchment pockets, &c. Ditto 6 by 4 by 1} (with 2 leaves, and box with two extra leaves), price 
18s. 6d., with or without additional parchment pocket, &c, This small size is specially cesigned for 

ing Flies on Eyed-Hooks. Any size made to order, — ? i 
poleS LE ‘AQ ENT Wholesale and Retail) for the United Kingdom— 


Ss 
W. J. CUMMINS, FISHING TACKLE MAKER, BISHOP AUCKLAND, 
Who has appointed for his London Agents, @. LITTLE & CO., 63, Haymarket. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SNE 
COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
S FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
L ih. business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
Finn 


COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 


at 2s. 6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
Ww THR 


this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
Pr Od Ucag 



























































prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO, after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge,@.C. Branch 
Establishments—63, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W .5 384, High 
Holborn, W.C., London. 
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COOPER COOPER & GO. 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 3 





Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FISHING G AZETTE 


Price 2d. per yard. 





“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H. ALDAm, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making,” 
Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes 4s, 


MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 Renee: seek odes Gow Muito rorns aereers issued in Great Britain, post free, 


3 stamps. 


ANGLERS, OBSERVE!! 


‘“Ye Pluckie Perch” 


Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle. 

BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, Is. 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
from 2s. Ditto, Oane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s, each. BOTTOM and 
SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 
6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from ls.; with adjustable check, 
5s,; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINES, 8 yards, 3d. each ; best, 43d. HOOKS, 
best, on gut, from 5d.dozen, FLIES, best Trout. 1s. per dozen ; to pattern, 1s. 3d. dozen. 

SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18, 1884. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZHS FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREER. 


CHEVALIER, BOWNESS, 


~ 
“ESTABLISHED .-~}), 
150 YEARS> 





and 










————— 


230, STRAND, LONDON. 

FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS. 
SALMON AND TROUT FLY DRESSERS. EXTRA CHOICE SALMON GUT. 
Very Superior Long Natural Fly Gut, Leonard’s Split-Cane Rods, Francis and 
Ronald’s Printed Fly Books, Floating Flies, Divided Wing, the New Double- 
Tapered Solid Plaited Fly Lines. Split-Cane Rods at 70s., very choice, 

CATALOGUES FREH#. 








ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description -of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s, per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


E.C, 


With and without 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 








YED TR 


Registered No., 44,533. 
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NEW E J 








ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 


Improved Girth for 


Cc ing Basket 
1887 GRATIS. aaand Net. 


New 
FOLDING HANDLE 
AND NET. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 








FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 
“Sept. 14, 1886—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 


Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. 


It is light, and has such an elastic spring 


(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigue 
to the arm, while it is, at the sama time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on whic h I am now fishing with it. The Keeper said te-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing withitisa 


positive luxury.”—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN’S “MULTUM in PARYO” FLY RODS, 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Fsq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 


in Parvo” Rod :—“ You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. 


If you can make any use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 


glad that you should do so. Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER FHRSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 











MANCHESTER LINES. 
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Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked intothe centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through, We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 

- tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season's trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable, 


Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘“‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work.” 
















































NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 








Capt, Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—* Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables,” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—* I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :—‘Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“ The 
Manchester Lines have three spevial merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 
lines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 





A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


MIXTURE. 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 41b., Post free, 1s. 7d, 


JOHN MAYO & SON, 
CIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14,2CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 AS Putney. 
45 + Hammersmith, 
50 + Barnes, 

Add 55 <p Kew. 
75 Richmond, 
80 . Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, July 16 res oar 9.52 4 506 10.27 
Sunday, 5 17 sit : 10.59 aa at 11.30 
Monday, wees eelare. 11.58 Sage pay: 12.0 
Tuesday, a 19 uae Sot 12.25 “Bc : 12.49 
Wednesday, 9 20 380 ors 1.13 ; 1.36 
Thursday, - 21 wae wae 1.58 ase nas 2.19 
Friday, " 22 oh Ape 2.40 : ma 3.1 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

There is still the same old cry, “a want of rain,” to give anything like sport to 
the anglers. The river is more like a lake, the water is low and bright, and the fish 
are very sickly. Surely there will be a change soon, and when it does come it ought 
to be appreciated. Most of the principal angling clubs are on the feed this month 
for their summer dinners, and if the fish will not bite the members will. There is 
one consolation—it is not the Thames alone that is suffering from this lamentable 
want of rain, but other rivers are in the same condition. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 


RICHMOND.—F, Brown, in three days, seventeen dozen of dace, one of the fish 
measuring 11}in. in length, and one barbel. Job Brain, in three days, 201b., and two 
barbel, H. Mansell, during the week, twelve barbel and some good dace. Job Brain, 
jun., in three days, 301b. 

TWICKENHAM.—Pert Hammerton, in one and a half days, eight dozen of dace and 
two barbel. R. Moffatt, in one day, seven dozen and one bream. John Spong, in 
three days, twelve dozen. Henry Spiers, in one day and two half days, eight dozen. 
S. Cole, in two days and two half days, sixteen dozen, one jack, and three barbel. E. 
Finch, in four half days, ten dozen, two barbel, and three bream, S. Coxen, in one 
and a half days, twelve dozen of dace. J. Dobbin, in four days, twenty-four dozen, 
and six barbel. 

TEDDINGTON.—W. McBride, in two half days, five jack, two weighing 5lb. each, 
and six chub. One of the bank anglers got a chub of 41b., another twelve chub 
caught with blackbeetles, The water in the tideway is in bad condition, wanting 
rain and very low. 

Krneston.—John Johnson, sen., writes: “There has been little punt-fishing. 
John Johnson, jun., has had one day. I have not been out. Wilkes has had one 
half day, getting some few good gudgeon, a few dace, and some eels. I have seen a 
lot of perch float down the river sick. I should say I have seen as many as two 
hundred this last week. Two lads pulled out nearly 3lb. floating down, all but quite 
dead. I have also seen two fine trout wandering about quite sick, and hardly any 
life in them. The water is quite warm. We do want some rain badly ; plenty of 
fish, but want of water to give us a fair wash out.” 

Hampton Court.—James Hedger, in one day, five dozen of roach and dace ; and 
another day, three dozen. Thomas Wheeler, in two days, six dozen of roach and 
dace, and six barbel. William Milbourne and Thomas Milbourne have been out most 
days, and each time getting some few roach and dace. 

SUNBURY.—Thomas Stroud has been out two days—two jack, seven chub, and six 
dozen of roach, Alfred Stroud, in one day,a trout of 3lb., and four barbel. John 
Stroud, in three days, six jack, fourteen chub, and twelve dozen of roach. Thomas 
Stroud, jun., in two days, three barbel, twelve dozen of gudgeon, and five brace of 
perch. Mr. Morgan with Herbert, in one day, two dozen of dace and one barbel. 
Mr, Streatfield with Herbert, in one day, four dozen of roach and dace, and lost 
a fine jack, H. Clarke, in two days, opposite the Magpie Hotel, six dozen of 
roach and dace. Lock, in two days, seven dozen of roach and dace, and one dozen. 
of gudgeon. 

Wa.ton.—A. Layey, one day, in four hours with Mr. Wheeldon and Mr. Merrick , 
four dozen of roach and dace, two bream, one perch, and one eel ; another day, with 
Captain Hawkins and Mr. Dée, three dozen of roach and dace, and two bream, in 
four hours ; another day, with Mr. Moll and friend, two bream, and three dozen of 
roach and dace ; another day, with Mr. Merrick, three dozen of roach and dace, and 
six bream ; and another day, with Mr. Rawson and Mr. Chinaman, four bream, and 
five dozen of roach and dace. Lavey is now the fisherman attached to the Swan 
Hotel. John Hone, in one day, six bream, and two dozen of roach. : 

HALLIFORD.—J. Marshall with two gentlemen, in one day, five bream, and four 
dozen of roach and dace ; and another day, with Mr. Wainwright, of the Red Lion 
Hotel, two bream, and three dozen of roach and dace. . 

ies bet oe Purdue, in one day, six dozen of gudgeon, and two dozen of 
roach. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in one day, five barbel, and two dozen of roach 
and dace ; and another day, thrce bream, four brace of perch, and four dozen of 
gudgeon, 1 

DockEtT Potnt.—James Haslett, in one day, with Mr. Hughes, six barbel, the 
ee 5lb, ; and another half day one barbel, two chub, and some roach, up to 2lb. 
each, 


OHERTSEY,—James Poulton, one day, in two hours, 10lb, of roach, and another 
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day ten dozen roach and three bream. IL, Hackett, one day, in two hours, two bream 
and five dozen of roach and dace ; and the same evening, with Messrs. Cartwright and 
Roake, eleven bream ; and another day, in two hours, two and a half dozen of roach 
and dace and three bream, A gentleman fishing from the bank, in one day, 10lb, of 
roach, 

2eSTAINES.—Charles Hone, one day, with two gentlemen, six dozen of dace and two 
barbel ; another day, with Mr. Curtis and friend, ten barbel, the largest 5$lb. ; and 
in two other days, with Mr. Benjamin, fifteen dozen of dace, two barbel, anda couple 
of bream. John Keene, jun., in seven days, forty-seven barbel, twenty-eight chub, 
and five jack—the best day’s barbel-fishing, with Mr, Norris, nineteen fish, weighing 
641b,, the largest 6lb. Hdward Keene, jun., in three days, eighteen dozen of roach 
and dace, two bream, and five barbel. 


UPPER THAMES. 


—In-consequence of the excessively hot weather and the continued absence of rain, 
the river has become low, bright, and stale, and consequently all classes of fish are 
dead off the feed. The only sport to be obtained with any degree of certainty is 
amid the gudgeon in midday, and chub with the fly early in the morn and late in 
the evening. The reports to hand from the various riverside angling resorts are 
mere repetitions of gudgeon work, with now and again some pretty fair-sized perch 
to grace the basket, and are not of muchinterest. Roach seem very difficult to get 
hold of, and when had are found to be ina poor and spotted condition, Barbel are 
very wary and shy, and their favourite diet of worms most difficult to obtain— 
indeed, a good fat lob-worm is now worth a jew’s eye, whatever that may represent. 
Thursday Evening.—The wind has veered from north to south-west, and as I write 
there is every appearance of a welcome rain, so much needed agriculturally and pis- 


catorially —MARLOW Buzz, : 
Thames (Datchet). 


Still in want of rain. Whenit does come we shall have some glorious fishing, as 
I always think hot weather and low water at this time “turn the weeds rank earlier ; 
consequently the fish leave them the sooner. Was out on the 9th at the barbel, a 
broken sort of a day, and caught three, and one chub, On the 12th the gudgeon and 
dace were biting well, and several good perch. I have just come away from baiting 
the barbel, and they are on the feed, so that they will have to ‘look ‘out when I go 
again. Mr. Calvert has been among the chub and perch again with live-bait, and 
caught itwo more trout. We shall have some rain before this is in print.—G. 
LUMSDEN, 





Thames (Goring). 
Out five days. One day, ten dozen of gudgeon, and four jack ; two best days, six 
dozen of gudgeon, and two dozen of perch. Thursday, water low and clear.—JOHN 


RUSH, 
Thames (Windsor). 

There has been a slight improvement in the state of the water since the recent 
showers, but a deal more rain is required to freshen it and raise the appetites of its 
occupants. Barbel are still loth to feed ; chub are feeding better, and a handsome 
one of about 41b. was taken close here by Bushell, Esq., with a “ Francis” chub fly. 
A few jack have been had, and a leviathan of about 30lb. narrowly escaped my 
obituary notice, much to the disgust of Mr. James Herbert, of Windsor, who 
played him about a long time, but the weeds being very dense the fish succeeded in 
ridding itself of the tackle ; this is the second time this fish has been hooked by Mr. 
Herbert. In the same spot Mr. W. Dew, of Hton, had a brace and an eel of 2lb., 
which took his live bait, though a bright sun was on the water. There is a very 
fine show of gudgeon, which are beginning to pack, and should now come to the 
take, though end of this month will be soon enough to insure good sport. Dace are 
taking greaves and roach paste, but fine tackle must be used. Several trout have 
been playing about, but without attracting much attention from-anglers now that 
coarse-fishing has commenced, though a nice fish of about 6lb. was run and lost by 
a gentleman after some minutes’ play.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, July 13, 


Ancholme (Caistor). 

Sport has improved much during the last week. On Tuesday, an angler caught 
twelve bream, weighing 361b. One good pike was also caught, and a large number 
of bream in various parts of the river, weighing from 2lb. to 3lb. each. Potato and 
paste are the best baits for roach and bream. The United Angling Association of 
Hull had a match on Wednesday in last week. The first prize was taken by 291b. of 
fish, the last by 81b.—THomas Forp, July 14. 


Berwick-on-Tweed. 

For the last few weeks the condition of the Tweed has been very low and very 
dirty. The banks of the lower reaches of the river have been almost as brilliant a 
green with the aquatic weed as the surrounding pasture, Under these circumstances, 
it is needless to say that little has been done with the rod on the Tweed or on the 
Whitadder, There has only been one small spate since the winter. The ground is 
so thirsty that the rainfall is quickly absorbed. The salmon net-fishers have had a 
troublesome time of it, for not only have they been bothered with the too-abundant 
weed, but the fish have been exceedingly scarce, as, of course, the fish will not run in 
from the sea with so little water, and that of so unsatisfactory a kind. A little 
fishing is being done on the pier with line and rod, coal fish, whitings, codlings, &c., 
coming to hand, though these small fry are not so numerous as_ before those vile 
contrivances, the steam trawlers, got agate. I had heard*that there were perch in 
the Tweed, but only recently saw one that had been caught in tidal water with the 
salmon nets, They appear to remain in the upper reaches for the most part.—J. J. 


HILLS. 
; Chichester. 

Rain still seems as far off as ever. We have had a few slight showers, but a con- 
tinuous downpour is sadly wanted. The brooks are fast sinking, and the trout in 
pools are an easy prey to the poachers, The canal at Chichester has not suffered 
from the drought; but rain will greatly benefit the water. The lock gates at Bird- 
ham are under repair ; but I am pleased to say the work will be accomplished with- 
out letting out the water. Roach and bream are feeding well, but runsmall, A 
few days since a small jack was taken near Hunston, which was the darkest I have 
eyer seen—in fact, almost black, At Chichester harbour bass are now plentiful, 
some large fish among them, A few mullet have also been secured, The tidal 
waters of the Adurand Arunare affording sport ; and at Pulborough the enthusiastic 
Capt. Archer secured a good basket of roach and bream at the back of Nash’s well- 
known hostelrie, at the same swim taking a tench 13lb. with paste. The weather 
to-day is still fine, with no sign of a change.—GEORGE F, SALTER, 


Derwent (Ambergate). 

Although rain has fallen at intervals during the week, the river is lower than 
ever ; consequently, fishing is nearly at a standstill. The best takes have only 
_ayveraged about three brace per rod, taken on the Whatstandwell length, fishing late 
in the evening with the Orange Dun and Black Gnat, Grayling continue to rise 
very freely in the evening, but small flies on the finest gut must be used to insure 
moderate sport, The Derwent has been netted during the week at Ambergate by 
poachers, The weir at the wire mills of Messrs. Johnson and Nephew is undergoing 
repairs, and the water has been run off through the goit, which has enabled the 
poachers to use their nets without much trouble, there being scarcely any water in 
the river. Mr. W. Taylor, of Belper, caught four good bream and a quantity of 
roach in the canal with the maggot on Wednesday. The most likely flies to kill at 
present are the orange Dun, Black Gnat, and Red Ant, but grayling at present 
almost refuse to rise at any imitation you may throw tothem, Weather dull ; 
Signs of more rain,—AMBER DUN. 
ea Eden (Carlisle). ee) 

_.. the anglers are beginning to complain that it is of little use going out. The>fish 
“seem to haye had enough of it for the season, They won't take the worm’ properly 








in the daytime, and the only man who has, had fair average sport »at, nightis Mr, 
Slater ; but he has the needful two inches of catch-wood on his rod-top. Everyone 
is turning a longing eye towards the Solway, and praying for the advent of the 
whitings, The advance guard has arrived, several small lots having been caught in 
the Esk, and one or two inthe Hden. In abouta fortnight these lively little fish 
should be plentiful. There has been a capital run of grilse and salmon this week 
in the Solway, but they cannot get far up the river for want of water. Grilse are 
now only 10d, per pound,—SILVER GREY, 


Esk (Whitby). 


We have had some good rains recently, but they have had little beneficial 
effect on the river. The parched land greedily absorbed the rain as it fell, 
scarcely any to speak of found its way into the river. Few trout have been caught 
in the pools with the worm ; but, strictly speaking, piscatorial operations are nearly 
ata standstill. Very few salmon haye been able to get up the river, and there are 
now thousands waiting for a flood to cross the dam at Ruswarp.—J. J. J. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing. In the past week the fishing boats have landed but small catches of 
soles and plaice, with the exception of Wm, Yeo, who has brought in very fair 
catches of large soles and plaice, some of the latter fish weighing as much as 7 and 
8lb. each. Whifting.—The only boats that have been on the marks whiffing since last 
report is W. Barbeary (“‘ Teazer”), who went to sea Saturday with some amateurs 
(visitors), and had good sport, having hooked a fine catch of salmon bass and 
pollack, J. Busher (‘Sea Lark”) reports. good catches of whiting, pout, and 
tamlin, hooked in his boat by amateurs. R.Souch on Tuesday had a fine catch of 
tamlin, Amateurs have not had much sport on the piers and jetties, Wind to-day 
cloudy, with rain ; wind $.8.W.—E. Comer. 


Lake District. 

Thursday night. The long drought has been followed by heavy rains, and the 
rivers and streams have come gradually. The tributaries are now nearly full, and 
splendid night-fishing is had in the logged waters. Sea fish are waiting to run in 
large numbers, and the nets at Low Levens have been fairly successful of late. The 
Windermere fishermen have done nothing among the char, as these have sunk to the 
bottom. They are now rising, however, and the nets are again out,. Fishing with 
night fly in the Kent has been more successful than as yet this season, and the 
following takes have been had :—Mr, R. Garnett, 6}1b, brook trout ; Mr. H. Mann, 73, 
63, 64,and 51b. upon four occasions respectively ; Mr. R. Park, 531b.; Mr.J. Dixon, 41b.; 
and Messrs. Winskilland Long good takes in the Mint. Messrs. G. R. Hargreaves andJ. 
Whitaker had about a stone of rudd from Whinfell Tarn the other day, and some 
good roach have also been taken, Visitors are busy among the Windermere perch, 
and have been fairly successful, Weather still showery.—HPHEMERA, 


Lea (Tottenham). 

The late storms have made no perceptible difference in the condition of the river. 
The Copper Mill stream, although low, has a nice stream running through it, and 
takes of from one to two dozen have been made by Messrs. Sibley, Burton, Braham, 
Perkins, Tuck, Dodd, and others. To my own rod (whipping) with fly, several 
dozen fish, consisting of roach, dace, and chub, have fallensduring the week, heaviest 
chub weighing 23lb,—HACKLES RED, 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 

The river is in fair condition for fishing, and I am pleased to be able to give an 
excellent account of the past week’s sport. Mr. J. Woodman, of King-street, Park- 
lane, had one of the largest takes of roach I have seen this season ; on two days 
he weighed here 65lb., there were 14 chub with them; all were taken with paste. 
But I have now to report an extraordinary take of tench by Mr. J. Hllis, Hackney- 
road, and Mr. Francis, also of Hackney. They arrived here yesterday middle day, 
and after lunch started fishing at 5 o’clock, and before 9 o’clock p.m. they landed 
58lb. fish, averaging 23lb,. I had two swims baited up for them, and they started 
very early again this morning at their work, and at 9 o’clock 82lb. more was added 
to the take, making up to then 140lb, They will return to town this evening, and 
if luck favours them as it has done, they will cart home 2cwt., and I must add they 
are fine specimen fish. Strange to say, no other fish but tench, with the exception 
of one perch 2lb., hasas yet been taken by either of them. The same swim last 
season Mr, Short took a fine carp weighing 111b,— A, ©. CRITCHFIELD, 


Leicester, 

A few local showers is all we have had in the way of rain since last week ; but it 
has not fallen in sufficient quantities to make the slightest difference to the rivers 
in and around the celebrated fox-hunting country. Fishing has been most actively 
indulged in, and appearances would indicate that the quantity of anglers have 
greatly increased thislast year or so. The members of the Leicester Angling Society 
have been putting in their work principally at the West and North Bridge Weirs ; 
the canal from Leicester to Aylestone has also been most persistently fished, but the 
amount of sport that has been obtained has not been in accordance with the 
number of anglers out. As usual at this period of the season the majority of the 
anglers are roach-fishing, but the fish cannot be said to come fairly at the wheat, 
which will be the favourite bait for this class of fish for some little time to come. 
Baskets at present do not average above 6lb. Chub and dace fishing in the Aylestone 
waters have been the chief media of sport, one angler on Saturday securing a 
splendid lot of dace, very few under 3lb., taken with the fly. The sameangleralso 
had a fine brace of chub at the same time. A few brace of pike have also been had 
from the brook ; but the water here is very low, and until a good flush comes sport 
will not be very good. I would advise those who indulge in roach-fishing to fish 
where weeds abound, as a number of roach I opened this week were all full of 
flannel weed.— ALERT, ; 

Medway (Tonbridge): 

Water as clear as gin, and lower than ever I remember to have seen it before. We 
have now been five or six weeks without rain, which is needed to make angling any- 
thing like successful. The best sport has been had dry-fly fishing for chub under 
the boughs, and Mr, A. Gibbs, who has inaugurated this system, has had some good 
sport. Roach, if properly baited for, bite gingerly at boiled wheat, while a few 
bream have been taken with a brandling or the tail of a well-scoured lob—YE 
Mzpway WATER RAT, 

Mole. 

A mile and a half of this highly-productive river, extending from the 8.W. Rail- 
way embankment at Hsher to the end of the third meadow above Esher Bridge, has 
during the past week been leased by members of the Brunswick Piscatorial Society, 
and will henceforth be known as the Hsher and Claremont Fishery. The whole 
length of the water is wide and deep, and swarms with very large bream and chub, 
besides containing a goodly share of jack, roach, perch, dace, eels, &e. The bream 
are now well on, large quantities being taken on 9th and 10th inst.; pro- 
vided the swim be well baited with brewers’ grains, &c., a good catch is certain, 
night and very early morning being the right time for the warm, bright weather 
we are having just now. As the water has been preserved for a number of years, 
anglers cannot do better than give itaturn. Day tickets willbe issued to members 
of bond-fide clubs at 1s. each, Mr. J. Deplidge, hon, sec. of the Brunswick Piscatorial 
Society, King’s John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road, supplying the 
same, 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The wind being very high, nothing of importance has. been, done with the excep- 


tion of the beginning of the week, when several were at work on the 10th inst.,- 


some returning with a blank and some with a decent take of bream. Mr. F, Hill 
caught six good ones, the largest about 41b, Mr.J. Measures caught nineteen very 
good ones, and a few more were taken; but not very large. ‘Seme very good roach 
were taken ; but nota great quantity, anglers calling out, “ we want a good rain,” 
Prospects yery fair,—H, Rout’ ~* os, sana ee 
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w Reservoir (Elstree). 

July 10: Messrs, Aldis and Billings, tench and roach; Brothers Edgerton, two 
tench, roach, and jack; Mr, Fancourt, jack ; Messrs. H. Underwood and Webb, 
jack ; Messrs. J. Underwood and Dunning, roach ; Messrs. Underwood and Green- 
wood, roach ; Mr. White, a good show of roach ; and Mr. Bowes, roach and perch, 
July 13 : Mr, T. Bollington, 18lb. of roach; Mr, Herbert, 141b.; and Mr. Bowes, 
roach and perch. We have started running the water, so the fish are leaving the 
weeds, and now is the time for tench fishermen.—G, CHESTER, 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


» Since my last letter there has been no fresh rain to stir things in the piscatorial 
line, consequently I have not a heavy list of trout takes with which to interest my 
numerous readers, although a fair number of coarse fish haye-been grassed, consider- 
ing what a time it has been for them, I hear that Littlehales, on Monday morning, 
found a splendid trout in Mr. Hudson’s, the boat builder, landing stage, which had 
apparently jumped in during Sunday, and weighed over 3lb. The fish, I believe, 
was in poor condition. The wasp grub has been very killing amongst the dace and 
roach tribes, Tyas, who is a well-known angler, has taken several very good bags 
during the week in “ Besk’s field ” ;'also a stranger, who has been visiting Shrewsbury, 
has had some good sport with the same bait, generally fishing near the Welsh 
Bridge. The other morning he took twenty in a very short time, and another bag 
later inthe Gay. Tench, who isa true lover of our gentle art, has been well rewarded 
for his patience, having taken several very nice lots of dace, &c.; but he has not 
been able to meet with any of those large trout with which he was so successful a 
short time back. <A party of friends, who have been for a boating trip up the river, 
came down at the end of last week, on the night before their final stage. They put 
up at hostess Whitehorn’s, at Montford Bridge, and fished Montford and Preston 
Montford fords, They succeeded in killing five very good trout that averaged at 
least 1lb. each. On the following day they were joined by our friend Mr, Morris, 
the treasurer of the Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society, and during their row of 
some fourteen miles to Shrewsbury, the five managed to take eighty odd roach and 
dace, but not a single trout, although Mr. Morris lost a very fine fish after playing 
him for at least a quarter of an hour. The wind has been very rough during the 
week, and has greatly cooled the burning air of the last month, Hels have also fed 
rather more freely, and during the wind pike will run better, but it is useless trying 
to throw a fly. Rain threatens, but is very slow to come.—SEVERN SALMON, July 13, 


Torridge (Torrington). 


__ River very low, although we have had some good showers that will greatly benefit 

the crops. The river remains in the same low state. Many salmon are seen leaping 

in the pools ; I saw several jump in one“pool yesterday, but they would not rise to 

the fly, owing to the water being solow. Some of the best trout I have seen this 

season have been taken lately, dapping with the natural baits PRACTICAL ANGLER. 
Trent (Lincolnshire). 

Iam happy to be able to state that a private inquiry into the angler’s troubles 
with netting was held on Wednesday, by Mr. Berrington, the Fisheries Inspector, at 
the headquarters of the Neptune Angling Club. Some most interesting, but at the 
same time startling, information, was elicited about the fearful destruction caused 
to scale fish by the “beam nets,” Not even fish of an inch in length can escape 
once they enter these nets, The depletion they have caused is lamentable. How- 
ever, the matter may be left safely in Mr. Berrington’s hands. Anglers expect 
much good from the investigation. There have been good doings amongst the eels 
this week ; two barbel.going 641b. have been taken, this makes six this season. Some 
of your readers may smile at this; but they must know that the whole of last 
season only one barbel was taken, and already this season have six times that amount 
been taken. Things are certainly looking up. It would seem that the fish appre- 
ciate our efforts to protect them. Scale fish are increasing ; but it is full early for 
them yet. They do not favour us with their presence from above the river till the y 
have thoroughly recovered from spawning. The netter of whom I spoke last week 
has repented of his doings. We see no more coarse fish on his stall. We have also 
disposed of a tribe of eel-leepers, who had taken up their quarters in our district for 
the season, They have been forced to make tracks,—RODSTER. 

Trent (Alrewas). 

Although the river keeps very low and fine for want of rain, the sport during the 
past week has been exceptionally good ; excellent baskets of roach have been the 
rule. One member had a very good sample of perch, eighteen in all, scaling 10lb. 
‘Phe barbel have been the principal event of the week, and a very fair number have 
been captured, five of the best weighing 431b., 6lb. 20z., 61b. 100z., 6lb, 130z., and 83lb, 
Two small barbel were taken by a member and returned to the water—one scarcely 
larger than a good-sized gudgeon, and another not weighing zlb. Is not this a very 
singular occurrence ?—as I have fished for barbela good many years and never caught 
them under a pound weight; nor do I hear of anything being taken so small. 
What can be the natural food of small barbel if they are not captured by the usual 


methods?—ANon, 
Trent (Nottingham). 


The river has undergone no change since my last report, and anglers of small fish 
are getting disgusted. The barbel contingent continue to patronise the rapids, and 
from Holme Pierrepont a very big haul has been made, although the take was made 
during the small hours of the night or morning. Good consolation this for the 
ordinary subscribers! Mr, Miles Leek, of Lenton, has been killing plenty of barbel 
in the Shardlow district, and on Monday and Tuesday Mr. T, Wood had substantial 
baskets from King’s Mills. Mr, H. Benson has the credit of having recently landed 
a very large salmon whilst barbelling near Besthorpe, where previously he had 
figured conspicuously. Roach are yet backward in condition, The fly experts con- 
tinue to meet with success amongst the dace and chub on the shallows. A gang of 
men surprised unlawfully angling on the Soar, a tributary of the Trent, have been 
summoned and summarily convicted—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 

_ The river is in very low condition at present, not having been so low since the dry 
Seasons commenced in 1867. A few trout are taken in the evenings, and some very 
good perch and pike have been taken this week. Eels have been running freely ; a 


good number have been taken with the rod, and great numbers with night lines,— 
BoRDERER, 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

There has been much indignation in this district in consequence of a quantity of 
fish that have been poisoned in the river Derwent between Matlock and Rowsley. 
Anumber of dead trout and grayling of all sizes were observed floating down the 
Stream on Thursday and Friday last. However, I am happy to say it has not done 
So much harm as was at first thought, as plenty of fish have been rising this week, 
“Various opinions have been expressed as to the cause of the misfortune ; but the 
opinion locally is that the fish have been poisoned by some eyil-disposed person or 
persons. I see in the Sportsman one of our local reporters attributes it to poisonous 
matter discharged into the river by paint works, bleach works, &c. but I think that 
theory is completely wrong, as dead fish were scen considerably higher up the river 
than where the supposed pollution could arise. Another argument against that 
idea is that none of the dead fish are now seen, Although there has been no rain to 
affect the river, and no dead fish have been seen since Saturday, the Matlock Angling 
Association are to hold a meeting to-night to consider what steps to take to bring 
the offenders to Justice, and I hear a reward of £30 is to be offered for information 
that will lead to their conviction, Plenty of fish are seen rising between What- 
standwell and Rowsley, and my opinion is that poisonous food has been put in the 
river at different points, The fishing has been very poor this week on the above 
rivers. On the Matlock length of the Derwent, W. Higton, on Tuesday evening 
last, got two brace ; and G. Higton, on Wednesday, got one and a half brace of nice 
fish, On the Darley and Chatsworth water, baskets of fish haye been taken ayeraging 


_fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “ casting.” 


two brace per day; but both rivers are too low and clear for successful fishing. 
Should rain come, it will improve the prospect for next week —DOTTEREL, 


Yare (Norwich). 

During the past fortnight some excellent catches have been had on this river, both 
bream and roach feeding freely, At Brundall on Monday a splendid catch of roach 
was had by Mr. Goreham, so report from Flowers’ Fishing and Yachting Station 
says ; and at Buckenham Ferry, and also at. Cantley, sport has been good, and I 
fancy will improve now week by week. Some of the principal clubs have again 
fixed upon Buckenham Ferry to hold their annual match, and host and hostess 
Garrett will find their hands quite full during the month of August ; but their well- 
known attention to their customers causes this annual patronage of the same place. 
Host Brown, at Coldham Hall, and Mrs. Brown, are quite ready to give every atten- 
tion to followers of the gentle art, or those who love the pencil. I fancy Norfolk 
will be unusually fuil of artists this summer, as a knowledge of the Norfolk rivers 
and broads and their charms is now thecorrect thing. On the Bure, at Acle, some 
first-rate bream fishing has been had, the fish going 41b. and under, while all the way 
up to Coltishall good sport has prevailed. Hope next week to send some interesting 
items from personal experience,x—Rost, Mouu. 





THE BLACK. BASS. 
(From the American Angler, May 28, 1887.) 
Tu following inquiries haye been sent me for reply, and as they will un- 


doubtedly be of interest to many readers of The Angler, I will make my 
answers through its columns :— 


Please kindly answer the following questions, and send to Herr Max von 
dem Borne, Berneuchen, Germany. 

Has the introduction of black bass caused any damage in American 
waters ? 

Please give the names of the waters in which this has been the case, and 
of the fish which have been injured by black bass. 

Might black bass be introduced in rivers that contain pike, perch, and 
coarse fish only—neither trout nor grayling ? 

Would it be an advantage if black bass did not exist in North America ? 

Do you think it advisable to introduce the fish into German waters ? 


The black bass are native to many American waters, and in all such waters 
they are a valuable fish, and much thought of by the people residing in the 
vicinity of them. In waters in which they are natives they do no more damage 
than many other fish that subsist in part on minnows and other small fish. 

I know of no waters that have been injured through the introduction of the 
black bass. It has been claimed by some parties that the waters of Racket Lake, 
lying in Hamilton County, in the State of New York, have been damaged by 
the introduction of black bass to the extent of driving out the speckled trout, 
but the trout had practically disappeared or been caught out when the black 
bass were placed there, so that they have actually been of a great deal more 
benefit than otherwise. Sixty adult fish were deposited in 1872, and they have 
been very plentiful for a number of years. 

Black bass can profitably be introduced into all large rivers and lakes having 
plenty of rocky bottom, waters which contain pike, perch, and fish of a like 
character, and it is an advantage to the black bass if the waters contain crawfish, 
suckers, chubs, shiners, and the like for food. They should not be placed in 
waters stocked with trout or grayling. 

In my opinion, and also that of thousands of others in this country, it would 
be a positive disadvantage if black bass did not exist in many of the waters of 
North America. They have been introduced profitably and with great satis- 
faction to the adjacent inhabitants in waters in the United States which did 
not previously contain them. They haye been successfully transplanted from 
the eastern waters of the United States to waters in California in the West. 
The people there consider them a valuable addition to their variety of fishes. 

IT not only think it advisable to introduce the black bass into German waters, 
but I think it would be beneficial and advantageous to doso. They breed 
rapidly, are excellent food, easily transported, and one of the finest game fish 
for the angler we have in this country. Thirty adult or breeding fish will stock 
any waters suitable for them in the course of a few years. On many accounts 
Iconsider the adult fish preferable to the young fish for stocking purposes 
where it is possible to obtain them. The parent fish take care of their young 
until they are old enough to seek their own food. SreTH GREEN. 





THE GOLIATH OF THE PIKE FAMiILy.—An American angler, writing in the New 
York Sun, declares that the muskallonge is much more cunning than the salmon in 
order to escape being hooked. He admits, however, that as to fineness of tackle and 
the requirements of more delicate handling, salmon-fishing is superior to that for 
what the Indians call maskanenji, or “long snout.” It was formerly thought that 
this game fish was simply a monster pike; but although belonging to the family, 
it is no more a pike than a salmon is a trout. The muskallonge has a large head, 
with ponderous jaws like knife-blades, with bayonet-like teeth. July is the best 
month to angle for this fish ; but the American angler in question killed in June 
last year a muskallonge that weighed 42lb., and it was the largest he had heard of 
being killed in the St. Lawrence. The flesh is as white as snow, solid and tender, 
and of rich flavour, far superior to that of pike. Bright spare hooks, tipped with 
red or other gaudy feathers, the angler found the most killing bait while trolling, 
while others prefer the minnow. 


GooD OLD FisH Story.—The following incident is recorded in the Chelmsford 
Chronicle, 1810 :—* On the 10th inst., as a gentleman of Scarborough and a party of 
friends were fishing for pike, they hooked and succeeding in securing a pike of the 
enormous weight of 54lb. in which were found four full-grown wild ducks, all of 
which were with the pike dressed for the table.” 


YACHTING.—We would recommend anglers and boating men visiting the Norfolk 
Broads to note the advertisement of the cutter yachts in our advertising columns, 
as they will find them beautifully fitted up and fast sailing boats, and well worth 
their attention. 


Ir is told of a diner-out, whose love of oysters is notorious, that at a dinner-party 
one evening oysters were duly served to him, but, when he got to the fourth, he sent 
his plate away. The hostess, by whom he sat, observing this, expressed her concern, 
adding, “I assure you they are natives.” ‘I don’t doubt it,’ he replied ; “ but that 
last was a settler ! ” 


A LITTLE fellow living in town, between three and four years of age, was asked 
what his kitty did ina fight between her andadog. “ Well,” said he, “she humped 
her back as high as she could, she made her tail as big as she could, and then she 
spit in his face,” 

THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 


Made in thoir waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 


send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailoys, 48 South Molton-sireet, W. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


HANTS.—It depends a good deal on what portions of the Itchen and Test you are 
going to fish ; but the trout have got over their May Fly feed by this time, 
and if there is a rise of fly you have a good chance early and late. 

F, B. GowLAND.—Mr. King, 1, New-road, Commercial-road, E., sells 6d. packets of 
a powder which, when dissolved in water, makes the best preservative of 
natural baits that we know, as it preserves the brightness as well as the tough- 
ness. Methylated spirit is often used, but baits lose their brightness in it, The 
great thing is not to put too many baits in the preservative. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


i\One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, BE, Pritt, 


| We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


THE JAM KNOT.—TESTING GUT, &c. 

S1r,—From the diversity of opinions prevailing among anglers as to the best jam- 
knot for eyed-hooks, it has occurred to me as a singular circumstance that not one of 
your correspondents has shown that practically their favourite knot is the best, and 
this can only be shown by practical experiment. I have none of these small hooks 
with turned-down eyes, nor have I seen them, else I would decide the matter before 
addressing you by giving results of a practical test, which could not fail, if one knot 
has a superiority over the other, of decisively deciding the question. Another sur- 
prise is that one would claim to be the inventor of such a little matter as a knot 
more than likely in common use so far back as father Adam and his offspring. To 
test the superiority of one knot over another, the best is that which resists the 
greatest strain, all else being favourable ; and to ascertain this quality, let a strand 
of drawn gut be selected, understood to be of even thickness and strength throughout, 
Such a thread ought to be sufficient to test half a dozen different knots. Soak the 
gut till thoroughly permeated ; then adjust the knot, fix the hook to a vice, or any 
other contrivance, get a small pocket spring balance, the costof which is about Is., 
and made to weigh 5lb. or so ; fasten the end of the gut to the ring of the machine, 
not by a knot, else the thread of gut might as readily break thereas at the jam knot. 
All being ready for the test, pull gently the spring, keeping a constant eye on the 
indicator, so that the exact weight is ascertained when the gut breaks, and so on, the 
same test to be carried out with the other different knots. Another mode might be 
pointed out by which the weight sufficient to break the gut might be more correctly 
ascertained, but that may safely be left to the discretion of the experimenter. Were 
such an experiment carried out, and particulars afforded by those who discuss the 
jam knot in your columns, I have no doubt the majority of readers would appreciate 
the information. 

It was my practice in the heyday of my enthusiasm for the angle to test all my 
fly-casts, after being thoroughly soaked, by having them bear a certain weight before 
going ona fishing expedition. All had to bear a certain weight, so that any flaw in 
the gut or a weakness at the knots were at once detected. 

As stated, I have not seen small eyed-hooks, but I was recently shown a bare 
salmon hook with the eye turned down of sucha slender wire as to be perfectly use- 
less. The shank was not only thin, but greatly reduced towards the end ; sucha 
hook would, in striking, readily break at the barb, from the fact that instead of the 
point going right home, in consequence of the shank bending, the point is dragged 
or raked sideways, and the weakest part at the barb gives way. Had the wire of 
this hook been stout enough, no better hook could be used. The shape and angle of 
the point to the end of the shank was perfection itself. I don’t see the propriety of 
tapering the shank of an eyed-hook. 

T have had in my possession for twenty years an upturned eyed-hook, being part 
of a present of fishing material presented to me by anaged gentleman who had come 
from Ireland to reside in the North of Scotland. The present belonged to an only 
son,a medical practitioner and an enthusiastic angler, who died a few years 
previously, so that the eyed-hook is not a novelty after all.—I am, &c., 

Elgin, W. M. 

| Wheatley, as we have before pointed out, gave illustrations of flies on eyed-hooks 
forty years ago. We have in our possession flies on eyed-hooks made by him, and 
they are as good as any we have ever seen.—HD. | 





Srr,—Will you kindly allow me to thank “Portsmouth Waltonian” for 
taking the trouble to explain how the “half-hitch jam knot” (as he calls it) can 
be tied outside the hook and afterwards slipped down over the eye? 

I see I was in error, as Mr. Curtis pointed out, when I said this could not be easily 
done ; but I do not think I should have been much wiser without “ Portsmouth Wal- 
tonian’s” diagram. I find now that I can tie the knot with equal facility 
either way. 

No doubt this knot is now quite commonly known and used (although certainly 
I discovered it for myself) ; but I never saw a description of it previous to mine— 
about a year ago I think—and seeing other, and, as it seems to me, inferior methods 
described, I asked you to publish it again.—I am, Xc., 

Leigh House, South End, Hampstead Heath, N.W. J. H.W. 





DRY FLY AND WET FLY. 

S1R,—So long as the wet fly men were content to say that we dry fly fishers were 
too much wedded to our system, and thereby often went home with light baskets, 
I for one was ready to admit the justice of the reproof. When, however, a corre- 
spondent represents a typical dry fly angler as using flies which are a “ huge bundle 
of feathers” in order to get our flies to float, and gut casts sufficiently thick to 
“yank” a big trout out by main force, I feel called upon to protest against the libel. 
I know nothing of North-Country flies, or North-Country gut casts, but lam open to 
offer long odds that nothing more delicate in the shape of gossamer gut, or more 
microscopic in flies, can be found either in the trade or in the books of Mr. Tod and 
his friends than are those which we successful dry fly men habitually employ. Of 
course, I say nothing about that large army of “ duffers” who go a-fishing without 
being fishermen ; I am only speaking of the men who catch fish in these parts. 

Mr. Tod is under a total misapprehension about our system only paying upon 
strictly preserved waters, There is a length of water on one of our Kentish 
rivers which runs througha village street—well known to you, Mr. Editor—a stream 
open to all comers, where the water, “as clear as gin,” is not more than a foot 
deep, running down to a shallow pool, through which vehicles are constantly driven. 
How many fish I take there in the course of a season with a dry fly will be told 
to anyone who asks the “ village snob,” or the first urchin you see on the bank ; but 
I do not care to “own up.” At any rate, the number is sufficient to knock Mr. 
Tod's argument into a cocked hat; and, by the way, I will bet’ him a new one that 
his pet system would be useless there. Don’t let me be misunderstood ; I believe 
that under some conditions of wind and weather dry fly fishing is a waste of time 
and temper, and I had an illustration of what can be done with a wet fly under such 
conditions only yesterday, 

There were two of us on the river, who may without egotism lay claim to be 
fairly proficient dry fly men; but there was half a gale blowing in our teeth, with 
rain overhead, and the trout were sulky. A wet fly man, who under other atmo- 
spheric conditions would have gone away empty, dangled a March Brown down 
stream and caught two and a half brace of good fish 1 We dry fly anglers had taken 
nothing but undersized fish (myself six brace, returned) ; and yet, to tell the truth, 
we despised the method by which the more successful fisherman had caught his 


trout, and I dare say that in our hearts we despised him a bit for resorting to such } 


a method. One swallow does not make a summer, and if we refuse to try anything 
but up-stream dry fly fishing, we still have the substantial satisfaction of knowing 
that, taken the season through, we kill ten times as many fish as the wet fly men in 


this county.—I am, Xc., 
Bromley, Kent. C. W. GEDNEY. 


SEA-FISHING AT ILFRACOMBE. 

Str,—Would some of your readers kindly inform me as to the bass and pollack- 
fishing at and near Ilfracombe during August and September? Is the drift-line 
fishing with live sand-eels in vogue there, or is whipping the usual mode of fish- 
ing there? If the latter, what baits are generally used, and is there difficulty in 
procuring them ?/—I am, Xc., 

July 13, C RC. 








LOCH SHIN. 

Srr,—In the last issue of the GAZETTE I noticed a letterifrom Mr. Tod, in which he 
takes exception to some remarks made by me about angling on the Shin. He seems 
to question that about Fiag Island is the best part of the loch. The fact that boats come 
down from Overscaig Hotel, and up from Lairg Hotel is proof enough that the boat- 
men and anglers consider this the best fishing-ground, and anyone who has fished 
in that part in favourable weather can testify to 2lb. trout being often taken. Mr. 
Tod himself admits having once fished here in very unfavourable weather, and that 
he had a basket of 171b. 

Then, of Loch Griam, he says he fished this “ from the shore” seventeen years ago, 
but did not get fish of the weight I stated. There is now a boat on the loch, and 
this makes all the difference. Only the smaller fish come out to the shallows, and a 
boat is necessary to get at the heavy trout in deep waters. The trout on this loch 
are pink-fleshed—like salmon, as I said. There are several other lochs that produce 
trout of a similar quality, such as Lochs Craggie, Donla, and Beannoch. There is no 
high colouring here, but the statement of a well-known fact. Mr, Tod next goes 
on to question the weight of a basket, each day, for one rod, and seems to 
think that 12lb. is too much. If he would look at last week’s reports of fishing at 
Lairg, as reported in the GAZETTE, he will see that one gentleman had 13, 11, 133, 
273, and 91b., which gives an average of nearly 15lb. each day, which again bears 
out my quotation of “from 12 to 16lb.’’ Only gentlemen of a very social or 
economical turn go in pairs in each boat and put their takes into the same basket ; 
but when they do so, the sport is duly reported to the credit of Messrs. Black and 
White, as partners in the concern. In giving the weight the baskets are certainly 
never included, and some independent gertleman is always present when the fish 
are put on the scales. No gentleman would wish to see his name attached toa false 
report, and no hotel-keeper would venture to insult his guests by publishing false 
reports, which he knows too well would in the end be damaging to himself. 

If Mr. Tod will not admit that 16lb. can be got on Loch Shin to one rod, how 
can he account for himself taking 171b.ona stormy day in an unsuitable boat? The 
statements made in my article of 14th May were drawn from facts—partly from 
personal knowledge, and partly from the reliable information of others. It must 
be understood, however, that in giving these figures I meant that the weather, &c., 
should be favourable, and that the angler should fish during the whole day ; and 
last, but not least, that the angler should be moderately expert. Nota few of our 
visitors go out for only a few hoursa day, and then they are, for want of experience, 
as apt to hook the boatman as the trout, If Mr. Todagain tries Loch Shin, he will 
find that boats and hotels have greatly improved since he was here seventeen years 
ago, and that the trout are still to be had by those who know how to get them.—I 
am, &c., 


July 11. D. CAMPBELy, 


GOOD TROUT-FISHING IN AUGUST WANTED. 
Srr,—Will some reader of the GAZETTE advise me where to go in August to get 
really good trout-fishing, either inthe United Kingdom or abroad? Don’t mind 
expense. Shall be deeply grateful for advice.—I am, &c., IGNORAMUS, 








THE ANCHOLME. : 

Srr,—The suggestion made by the Rev. Mr. Lund in your issue of last week has 
hit the right nail on the head, and I feel sure that more interest will be taken in the 
reports from the different rivers. 

I should just like to refer to the insertion in your last issue on the fishing in the 
Ancholme, at Brigg. The catches by Messrs. Whitesides, Shirtcliffe, and many others 
have been most extraordinary. Many fish, such as bream and roach, have been of 
splendid weight and condition ; but, so far, I have failed signally with perch, and I 
cannot learn of anyone else succeeding with them. 

I should just like to mention how very successful that jigger is made by Mr, 
Warner, of Harborne. In my hands, and in those of a friend, Mr. Finney, a noted 
angler on the Ancholme, it has been most deadly, and it seems that if pike be about 
they must be at it; in fact, they cannot resist it.—I am, &c., 

47, Wrawby-street, Brigg. J. W. SMITH. 


ERROR IN “BREAM” ARTICLE. 

Str,—As the Rev. H. Cafferata points out, I made a slight error in my last 
article. I should have said, “If the water is 7ft. deep, place the float on the line so 
that the top cap is 7ft, from the lowest shot,” and not 7ft. Gin. as stated.—I am, &e., 

Ture AuTHOR or “ ANGLING FOR BREAM.” 








A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

Sin,—The few showers we have had, though very acceptable, have made no dif- 
ference to the Trent, which is lower and finer than ever. In the Weston watera few 
lots of coarse fish have been caught. Mr. Sudbury had nineteen perch on Saturday. 
In the Shardlow length some big baskets of barbel were taken this week. I saw a 
good basket of mixed fish yesterday ; but I have my doubts how they were caught, 
as I know the skull-dragging fraternity have been busy again. I have had a lot of 
eels, and some good perch. Dace have bit well, and some big lots have been caught 
near Nottingham, two anglers getting 50lb. in two days. Quantities of bream 
have been caught in the Soar, one angler taking nearly two hundredweight in four 
days. Rain is wanted badly, as the river is growing up with weeds,—I am, Xc., 


July 14. Ay Wes 


THE COSTA. 

Srr,—Mr. Walbran will, I hope, forgive me if I correct him in one or two parti- 
culars. In an article in the“ F.G.” a fortnight ago he calls the river Costa a chalk 
stream. Asa matter of fact,it is notso. There is no chalk formation nearer than 
the Yorkshire Wolds at the other side of the Vale of Pickering, eight or nine miles 
distant. The Costa rises out of the limestone rock formation known to geologists as 
the Coralline Oolite. There may be, and I doubt not is, a wide difference in the 
class of plants and varieties of insects, &c., feeding thereon, which grow in the two 
above-named classes of water—viz., chalk stream, of which the Driffield is a good 
sample; and limestone rock water, of which the Costa isan example. How is it 
that we know so little of the food on which the trout and grayling food—insects, &c. 
—live andgrow? There is here a very wide and, as yet, very little trodden field for 
research. Mr. W. isalso mistaken in another particular. He speaks of the May Fly 


at Driffield, It disappeared on that water about the year 1857 or 1858.—I am, &e., 
Nortu-HAst, 








CES BETES. ‘ 

Srr,—Sheltering oneself behind a nom de plume, allow me to ask a question or 
two. Lrent three milcs of a noted South-Country trout stream, and it does not seem 
to me so much a question of dry fly versus wet, as how possibly to get one's fly and 
line wet enough. The gut makes sarpints on the water, and is full of human grease 
—firstly, in the making, then in the changing, and retying of knots and flies, &. 
The fish are onthe shallows tails up—no place for dry fly, I presume, with four inches 








a iF 











Juty 16, 1887. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE, 41 


a 


of water. In the pent-up waters above the weirs the fish appear to rove too much to 
make it worth the candle to dry-fly the place. On cutting open trout I find them full 
of freshwater shrimps and caddis. Now, will any kind friend suggest.a way to catch 
these beasts? How would small salt water shrimps—unpeeled, of course—do ? 
—tI an, &e., ; CHECKMATED, 


: LARGE LAMPREY—EELS SPAWNING. 

Srr,—I beg to inform F, B, Thackeray that the lamprey was no doubt a sea 
lamprey, and is referred to by the author of “Some Notes on the Trent,” ina back 
number of the “F, G.” I have taken many of the larger sort of river lamprey ; 
but have never seen one approach that size. 

Your correspondent, J. J. Armistead, says, “eels do not spawn in fresh water.” 
Will he kindly inform me to what eels he refers, as some naturalists still think that 
the sea, or migratory eels, ascend rivers in the months of April and May for the 
express purpose of spawning, and I have seen scores of small eels brought up from 
the mud about the size of the cockspur worm, with the eyes very dim and the 
general colour of the animal cream-coloured.—I am, &c., M. A. 

N.B.—Of course all stationary eels in rivers must spawn in fresh water unless 
they go down to the sea to do so. 


BRANDON, NORFOLK. 
S1r,—I cannot give in the Hastern Counties a better place than the Ram Hotel, 
Brandon, for all coarse fish, Roach and perch are on the feed.—I am, Ke., 
J. D. GEORGE, 








DISGORGERS. 
S1r,—The improved disgorger described by Mr. T, J. Leney in your issue of this 


. date is not quite a novelty. 


A description of one almost, if not quite, identical with the “improved dis- 
gorger” will be found in “ The Book of the Roach,” page 36,—I am, Xc., 

July 9. O; B: 

[We find our correspondent, “0. B.,” is quite correct, as the spiral disgorger we 
illustrated last week is reeommendedtin our late friend, Greville Fennell’s, excellent 
little “ Book of the Roach.”—Eb. | 





GREASE ON GUT. 

S1r,—Will you kindly allow me to remark, in answer to your correspondent, 
“J, H. W.,” that he does no injury whatever to his gut by keeping it smeared with 
vaseline ; but has, on the contrary, hit upon a very~ good idea for preserving it. 
Had he used grease, as I fancy he thinks he has, he would, I am afraid, ere now 
have found out his mistake to his cost ; but this he has not done. 

Vaseline is a hydro-carbon, not a fat ; its official name being soft paraffin. It isa 
by-product in the distillation of petroleum, remaining in the still after the spirit has 
gone over, and is a powerful preservative of many organic substances. It has 
within the last few years become a very popular agent for many domestic purposes 
in this country; but can be bought more cheaply by its correct name than its 
proprietary one of “ vaseline.” 

You may, perhaps, recollect some two years ago a correspondence that took place 
in your columns upon the superiority of hard paraffin and resin as a line dressing 
over that commonly used, and there is no doubt, if applied skilfully and with care, 
it is without exception the best that can possibly be applied. The hard paraffin is 


analogous to the soft, the only difference being that it is rendered firm by drying, 
its preserving powers remaining at the same time unaffected. 

Of course, like everything else, it requires a little practice to overcome the first 
difficulties that crop up in its application ; but where is the angler —i.e., the man 
who takes as much pride in keeping his tackle neat and trim, and finds almost as 
much pleasure in looking over his rods, lines, and appliances, as he does in catching 
fish—that minds a few sticky fingers, and now and then a Gordian knot or two to 
unravel P—I am, X&c., 


157, Commercial-road, E. WILLIAM KING. 


FISHING NEAR BLETCHLEY AND FENNY STRATFORD—THE GORGE 
BAIT, 

S1r,—Can you give me any information as to the fishing in the Grand Junction 
Canal about Fenny Stratford or Bletchley? The exact place is Woughton-on-the- 
Green. Are there plenty of fish, and what sorts? Will you also inform me how to 
fish for pike with a gauge-hook? Most angling books only tell one how to bait 
same, I believe you drop it in the water very much in the same wry as a worm, 
Is this correct /—I am, Xc., EDWARD CARNEGIE, 

16, Bishopsgate-street, London, July 12th, 

{ Perhaps some reader who knows the district will answer the query about the fishing, 
We should say there must be good general fishing in the Ouse and in the Canal—perch, 
roach, jack, &. The gorge bait is cast into likely places near reeds and weeds where 
pike lie, and allowed to sink to the bottom, and then drawn up (and gradually in) and 
allowed to sink again ; but we can assure Mr. Carnegie that it is a style cf fishing 
which is never used now by our best anglers, as it is considered a poacking and 
unfair method—first, because the bait with the leaded hook is gorged by the fish ; 
he gives little sport, because he is pulling against his own stomach ; if you land 
him you must kill him, even if undersized or out of condition ; if he breaks away 
it is only to starve to death. The Jardine Paternoster, or live-bait tackle, is an 
infinitely more sportsmanlike tackle to use ; you strike directly you have a run, and 
hook the fish in his bony mouth, which only enrages and does not sicken him.—ED., | 





MARTEN’S YELLOW FUR WANTED. 
Srr,—Will any reader kindly tell me where I can get some Marten’s yellow fur 
for dubbing for flies 7—I am, &c., F, T. Horsey, 
163, Lord-street, Southport. 





NORFOLK & SUFFOLK RIVERS & BROADS. 
TO LET, 


By the Week or Month, the Fast Sailing and Commodious 


GUTTER YACHT “ARIADNE,” 


6 TONS ; also the 


CUTTER YACHT “IOLANTHE,” 23 Tons. 


For Terms and further particulars apply to “Ariadne” or “JIolanths,” Jndspendent Office 
GREAT YARMOUTH. 

















Anderson, Anderson, and Anderson's 
Fishing Brogte. 


(REGISTERED. ) 
Rd. 39981. 


THE 











Fishing Trousers for Salmon Fishing. 





ENT? STO HALL A.AL A. 


MADE IN THEIR THREE 


Gold Medal Qualities, 


sodden. 





Mr, THOMAS, writing to the FISHING GAZETTE, says :— 
“ The ‘Test’ Brogues are simply PERFECT. 
the best finished and easiest to wear (whilst at the same 


time giving one a firm footing in the river) that I 
ever used. I cannot praise them too highly,” &c., &e, 


Annan eee 


Messrs. ANDERSON have greatly improved 
the fixing of their ‘‘ Test’? Brogues, so 
that the Uppers will not get down when 
The Soles cannot be softened by 
immersion in water for any length of time! 


IMPROVED BUCKLAND WATERPROOF 


Fishing and Shooting Jacket 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886. 


They are 


Can be Shortened for Wading with Trousers. 
Makes an Excellent Riding Waterproof with 
the Addition of our “ Bailey” Riding Apron 


Entered at! Stationers’ Hall. 





We are now making our Improved 
“ Buckland” Waterproof in a Coat form, 
which can be Shortened into an ordinary 

Jacket, 33, 34, or 35 inches long. 











ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 27, queen victoria “Stacet,  Lonbon, 


E.C, 


Works: BOW ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREBT, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 
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ANGLERS’ REGISTER FOR SCOTLAND, 





ABERDEENSHIRE. 


DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE, For particulars apply to 

ALEX, McGREGOR. 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE, 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY. 


" Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE. Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter. *Bus communi- 
eation to and from Aberdeen daily. Conveyances 
meet trains at Logieriere Station when desired. 
Fishing Gear supplied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent. Further particulars on application. 
J. RITCHIH, Proprietor. 


IiPERIAL HOTEL, 


ABERDEEN. 


Personally Patronised by the Royal 
Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
Dre and Don. 

Gentlemen are Boarded during the Season. 

















DEESIDE HYDROPATHIC 
ESTABLISHMENT, 


Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 

The Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of PRESERVED SALMON and TROUT 
FISHING FREE over about two miles of the far- 
afmed River Dee (partly on both sides of the 
river), as it runs through the estates of Heathcot 
and Ardoe. In the constructing, furnishing, 
and surroundings of the house no expense has 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, 
&c., can be had from Dr. STEWART, Resident 
Superintendent, Heathcot. 








ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotelis situated near Loch Htive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE Fishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argyllshire. Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine. JAS, MURRAY, Proprietor, 





THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWE. 


Portsonachan Hotel, 
LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTE, 1886 :—“ Port- 
sonachan Hotel isone of the best situated, as it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has asteam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel ; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secure boats, &c., beforehand.” 


CUILFAIL HOTEL, 
PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN, 


Visitors at “Cuilfail” have the privilege of 
Fishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous Ioch Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fisaing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also ba had, and Grouse and other Shooting 
by arrangement with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use f Anglers. Average 
weekly, take of Trout, 1,600. Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and del ghtful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MCFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. Telegraph 
Office :—Kfilmartin, 





ARGYLLSHIRE. 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 
of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 
the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 
strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, ond SALMO 


FEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE. 
TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN. 

First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station. Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 

Steamers call at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A. MUNRO. 


SALMON ANGLING Free. 
DALMALLYHOTEL,GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at Dalmally Hotel can have 
SUPERIOR SALMON FISHING on nine miles of 
the beautiful River ORCHY, 


LOCH AWE HOTEL. 


(Under the Same Management.) 


Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AWE 
free. Hxperienced boatmen kept. Boatstowed by 
steam-launch to the best fishing grounds on the 


oD ONCAN FRASER, Proprietor. 
TOBERMORY (Island of Mull), 
WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 


Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days. 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


MULL. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Lochs in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. 
SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SEA 

FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS 
may also be had, 
Posting, with careful drivers. 

The Hotel is seven miles from Staffa and Iona, 
and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and antiquarian interest. 

Visitors are assur ed that every attention will be 
paid to their comfort, and 

CHARGES WILL BE FOUND MODERATE. 


BANFFSHIRE. 


SPEY ANGLING 
FREE, 


The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Spey and 
Fiddoch. Nicely situated. It is the most con- 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 
arrangements. Hiring in all its branches. Every 
attention is given to comfort. Magnificent 
scenery. 




















JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor. 


_ DUMFRIESSHIRE. 


TROUT & SPRING SALMON 


ANGLING. 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, CANONBIE, 
DUMFRIESSHIRE, 


The above hotel is situated amid the FINEST 
SCENERY ON THE SCOTTISH BORDER, on 
the old coaching road between Carlisle and Lang- 
holm ; considered the finest drive in England. Not 
a hundred yards from the hotel flows the beautiful 
and winding ESK, the best salmon-tenanted 
stream inthe south of Scotland, while the historic 
LIDDLE, scarcely inferior as a sea trout and 
salmon water, is within 20 minutes’ walking 
distance. As the nets are now taken from the 
mouth of the river, the fishing will be superior to 
anything heretofore. Hvery hotelaccommodation. 
Good posting. Close to railway station. Post- 
office 100 yards off, Angling taught by experts. 


ALEXANDER ELDER, PROPRIETOR, 











BERWICKSHIRE. 
BOARD AND LODGINGS 


for One or Two Gentlemen at a Farm- 
house, situate onriver WHITADDER, 
where excellent Trout Fishing can 
generally be depended on.—Apply for 
terms to JAMES THIN, Smiddy-hill, by 
Duns, Berwickshire. 


FORFARSHIRE, 
PANMURE ARMS HOTEL, 
EDZELL, BY BRECHIN, N.B, 


Excellent SALMON and TROUT-FISHING on 
NORTH ESK, FREE to Hotel Visitors. Besides 
the Hotel water, the Splendid Trouting Streams of 
Glenesk, in which Trout of good size and quality 
abound, are within easy distance. This is a quiet 
and beautiful retreat, and the fishing is good all 
the Spring and Summer Months, Particulars on 
application, 


KEITH KNOWLES, Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


The Highland Railway Co.’s 


STATION HOTEL, 
INVERNESS. 


First-class Family Hotel. Patronised by 
the Royal Family. Charges very moderate. 
Posting. 

EDWARD CHSARI, Manager. 


RIVER ROY. 


ROY BRIDGE HOTEL, KINGUSSIE, 


Situated at the foot of Glenroy and the Parallel 
Roads is the choicest Anglers’ Resort in the Dis-« 
trict. The scenery is charming, the air most 
bracing, and the whole neighbourhood is highly 
interesting to the historian, botanist, geologist, 
and ornithologist. 
THE SALMON FISHING 
of the River Roy is attached to the Hotel till end 
of July, and will be let per day or week ata 
nominal charge. Celebrated Highland Gillies for 
fishing or mountaineering if desired. The Fort- 
William and Kingussie Coaches pass daily, 
Superior Carriages and Post Horses. Special 
tariff to Anglers. 
EWEN MACKINTOSH, Lessee. 


LOCH ERICHT HOTEL, 


DALWHINNIE, 
Inverness-shire. 


Within a few minutes’ walk of the Railway 
Station. Excellent Fishing for Trout, Feror, and 
Pike on several Lochs, and Grilse and Trout on 
River Truim, in connection with Hotel. 


BOATS AND FISHING FREE. 


PARTIES BOARDED. 
JOHN McDONALD, Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


Invergarry Hotel, 
CALEDONIAN CANAL. 


(“ Charming Resort.”) 
Now open, as rebuilt and enlarged. Superior 
accommodation and perfect quietness. Reasonable 























charges. Reduced Tariff for Boarders for a week 
or longer. ‘‘ The pride of Scotia’s mountain 
scenery.” Hxcellent TROUT and FEROX FISH- 
ING on 


LOCH GARRY, 
the best Angling and most picturesque large 
Highland Lake in Inverneis-shire. Boats FREE. 
Lawn Tennis. Post horses. Drives to scenes of 
interest, and pleasure parties arranged. Route— 
per Steamer to Oullochy Locks, Caledonian Canal, 
Hotel close by. Post and Telegraph Offices at hand. 
JOHN MOINNES, Lessee. 


PERTHSHIRE. 


Lochs Katrine, Achray, and 
Vennacher. 


THE TROSSACHS HOTEL, 


By CALLANDAR, N.B., 


Is conveniently situated for these romantic Lakes, 
which all afford splendid Angling, 


BOATS AND BOATMEN. 


Special terms arranged with parties staying a 
week or more. Posting. Excursions, 


R. BLAIR, Proprietsz. 


FREE FISHING ON 
LOCH and RIVER. 


Loch Tummel Hotel, 


PITLOCHRY, N.B. 


Boats Free for Visitors staying at the 
Hotel, Posting, 


D. DOW, Proprietor. 














ABERFELDY. 
Breadalbane Arms Hotel. 


SALMON and TROUT FISHING on 
the River Tay, and TROUT FISHING 
on Loch-na-Craig, with use of Boat, free 
to visitors at this Hotel. 


ROSS-SHIRE. 
POOLEWE HOTEL, 


WEST OF ROSS-SHIRE. 
EXCELLENT VARIED SCENERY, TROUT 
AND SHA-FISHING. 

This Hotel is beautifully situated on the banks 
of the Ewe and Loch Ewe, and within a few 
minutes’ walk of Loch Maree. Tourists and 
Visitors will find pleasure, quietness, and comfort, 
combined with Moderate Charges. The Free Fish- 
ings in connection with the Hotel are excellent. 
The Drives are beautiful; the picturesque Caves 
of Cove within 8 miles’ drive. Sea Bathing and 
Fishing. Boats and Boatmen supplied. Posting. 
Post and Telegraph Office, Poolewe, Railway 
Station, Auchnasheen. Route, by daily steamer 
to Gairloch, or daily coach from Auchnasheen. 

ALEX. M’LENNAN, Proprietor. 


Kinloch Ewe Hotel, 
BY DINGWALL, ROSS-SHIRE. 


The Hotel is situated near the head of Loch 
Maree and 10 miles from Achnasheen Station on 
the Dingwall and Skye Railway, Iti romantic 
situation is unequalled. Boats for Fishing Free on 
Loch Maree. Fine drives in different directions, 
including the magnificent scenery of Torridon 
past Loch Clare, within easy drive to Loch Torri- 
don, and also up.Glen Logan, where a grand view 
of Ben Kay is obtained. Ben Slioch (8,216 feet) is 
easily reached from the Hotel. 

Carriages and Horses for Hire. 
Wines, Spirits, &c., of the Finest Quality, Letters 
and Telegrams carefully attended to, 
The superior nature of the Sea-Trout Fishing in 
Loch Maree is well known. 


STIRLINGSHIRE, 


NVERSNAID HOTEL, Loch Lomond, 
This Hotel is centrally situated in the Scottish 
Lake district, amidst unrivalled scenery. In the 
neighbourhood are many places of interest, such 
as Rob Roy’s Cave, the Islands on Loch Lomond, 
on some of which are the remains of feudal strong- 
holds, and within a few yards of the Hotel, Inver- 
snaid Falls, rendered famous by Wordsworth in 
his Poem “To a Highland Girl.” Coaches to and 
from Loch Katrine, in connection with all the 
sailings of the Steamers there, to and from the 
Trossachs. Lawn Tennis, Boats, Billiards, &c. 
Trout Fishing on the Loch free. Parties boarded 

by the week or month, except in August. 

ROBERT BLAIR, Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE 


TONGUE HOTEL, 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE, NB, 


ANGUS CAMPBELL, Proprietor. 


Highland Railway. to Lairg, thence per coach to 
Tongue, 


Pleasantly situated on the North Coast of Suther- 
land, in one of the best districts of that famous 
Fishing county, and surrounded by some of the finest 
scenery of the Highlands. SPLENDID BROWN 
TROUT, SEA-TROUT, and DEEP-SHA FISHING 
within easy reach from the Hotel. Boats on the 
different Lochs and also on the Kyle. Good Sea-Bath- 
ing. Doctor resident in village. Post and Telegraph 
Office three minutes’ walk from door. Daily Mail. 
Every accommodation for Sportsmen and Tourists 
Posting in all its branches. 


DRUMBEG HOTEL, 


near Lochinver, 


and can be reached from Scourie by taking a boat. 
Loch Drumbeg in front of house is very good, also 
numerous other lochs which are well supplied ‘with 
excellent trout, all within easy walking distances, 
free to visitors. Also good sea fishing. 

ALEX. MCKENZIE, Proprietor. 




















Altnacealgach Hotel, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE 


This Hotel is situated in one of the most delightful and 
picturesque parts of the Northern Highlands, and in re- 
spect of the magnificence of the views to be obtained from 
it, and the splendid facilities it offers for Trout and Ferox 
Fishing, it is unsurpassed by any other Hotel in the 
county. EIGHT BOATS, with HXPERIENCED ROAT- 
MEN,are kept onthe Lochs for the convenience of hotel 
visitors. To real lovers of TROUT FISHING of the 
VERY BE3T description this quiet spot requires only to be 
known to be appreciated. Variety of Flies, &c.,of the 
most approved kind always kept in stock. A daily Mail 
Car from Lairg to Loch Inver, between which placeathis 
Hotel is about half-way, passes the door. 

CHARGES MODERATE. ~ 
LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS PROMPTLY 
ATTENDED TO. a 
Additional particulars on applying to 
Mrs. MACDONALD, 
Altnacealgach Hotel, Lairg, N.B. 


DURNESS HOTEL, 


CAPE WRATH. 
Grilse, 8ea Trout; Loch ‘Trout. 


Splendid Fishing is got by Anglers residing at 
this comfortable Hotel. The KY LH affords the best 
SHA TROUT FISHING in Sutherland, and various 
Lochs conne>ted with the Hotel are very good-for 
Grilse, Sea Trout, and Brown Trout. Boats on 
Kyle and Lochs. Good Bathing place. Posting in 


all its branches, 
A. MoBEATH, Proprietor, 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 


SEASIDE. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY 
TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


Are issued by all Trains to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton- 
Sa leet Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer. 


BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued DAILY 
by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London- 
fields, &c, Fares: 3s., 1s, 9d.,1s. 6d. For full particulars see Bills. 


London, July, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS., 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


LTOoBACcCGCos. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


IMPORTANT TO TOURISTS, ANGLERS, &c, VISITING THE 
WEST OF IRELAND. 


The Proprietor of the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, has much pleasure in announcing that he has just 
now opened the 


LOUGH CONN HOTEL, 


In connection with the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA. 

The Lough Conn Hotel is the beautiful mansion, Gortnor Abbey House, and is picturesquely 
situated ina handsome park of considerable extent, and within two minutes’ walk of the shore of the 
Lough, which is one of the best in Ireland for Salmon and Trout Fishing. 

All Guests visiting this Hotel have tbe privilege of 


FREE SALMON AND TROUT FISHING. 


The Hotel is situated within one mile of Crossmolina, a Postal Telegraph Station, and six miles of 

Ballina, a terminal station on theMidland Great Western Railway. 
Postal commands delivered at the Hotel daily at eight a.m. 

The great advantage the Lough Conn Hotel possesses will be obvious to Tourists and other visitors 
who can proceed there direct from the Moy Hotel. 

BOATS and VEHICLES in connection with Hotel for the accommodation of Visitors ALWAYS 
IN READINESS. All applications as to terms, &c., addressed to the Proprietor, MOY HOTEL, 
BALLINA, will receive prompt attention. 

Moy Hotel, Ballina, Feb., 1887. 


ING; l: O-F4, 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c, 
Must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 























_TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland sess e+ 10s. 6d 
» Six Months = ” ” ae = avece 5 4 
»» Three Months ,, BY P55 ns Sy FS eadecourlted 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


y ADVERTISEMENTS, A 
Of nasa respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
8, Fleet-street, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 


PelLURDAY, JULY 823701 887: 











GREAT RUN OF SALMON IN THE SOLWAY. 


ON Monday forenoon a great catch of salmon was made in the Solway nets. At 
some of the fishing stations some tons of fish were taken and sent off to the 
English and Scotch markets. The Whammel boats had good catches—in some 
cases as many as 36 salmon to one boat ;~but the heaviest hauls were, of course, 
the stake nets. The price of salmon on Monday was 10d. per pound, being 3d. 
per pound dearer than at the corresponding week of last year. 


THE BAD QUARTER OF AN HOUR BEFORE DINNER. 


*“HOLLOA! Wickham, how are you? Hope youv’e come down to 
dine with me, or, better still, to have a fling at the Loch Levens you 
put in my water ?” 

“No, good friend, many thanks; but I am coming your way, for 
I dine with your neighbour at The Woodland, and to that intent do 
I get out at this station.” 

This conversation might have been heard the other evening—one of the 
hottest of this blazing July—at a semi-rural, semi-suburban station some eight 
miles down the London and Blankshire line, as I found my old friend Brown- 
mead stepping out of a neighbouring “smoker.” Indeed, they were all smokers, 
with the blazing afternoon sun slanting into them. 

What a change from the bitter March morning some three years before when 
I brought him a canful of 500 lively, young, inch-long Loch Levens! I had 
often been struck with the trouty capabilities of the small lake in Brownmead’s 
place, and as I yearly hatch out a 15,000 box of the Howietoun ova to keep 
the bit of fishing which I rent near Barchester well stocked, I spared hima 
canful to make a trial. The water, about an acre in extent, is fed by a never- 
failing spring tumbling down some artificial rockwork, and discharging perhaps 
100 gallons a minute ; the temperature is very uniform, above 55° summer and 
winter. Of course, in winter this seems warm, and although I took great 
trouble to gradually bring up the temperature in the can, many dozens of the 
fry turned up immediately, and I went away fearing the experiment was 
unsuccessful. 

As we strolled along the lane from the station, Brownmead again urged my 

coming in, if only for a look, as every evening there were dozens of big fish 
leaping out at the moths, and, further, he had already taken some and lost 
‘““whoppers” of unknown size. This was indeed tantalising ; but I reluctantly 
said no, for I was habited for dinner, and supposed that meal ready to commence. 
So I bade him a regretful good-bye at the gate of The Woodlands, determined 
to think no more of the temptation, but enjoy the really pleasant prospect of a 
quiet little dinner among old friends, some of whom had been away in the Nast 
for a lengthened time. Alas ! for good resolutions ! On entering the hall I found 
dinner was not till eight, so it being a good half hour to that hour, I would take 
a turn in the ‘cool, shady grounds. But why gravitate towards Brownmead’s 
side? Why look longingly across the green meadow? Why try it the grass 
was dry to my thin shoes, and as cool and delicious as it looked? Fucilis 
descensus !—the meadow is crossed, and now the clear, cool water is in sight over 
another meadow. I must have a nearer look for—yes! surely there’s a rise, and 
then another! I am now avtually over Brownmead’s fence, and retreat is impos- 
sible, for the fair Mrs. B. is picking roses, and starts at seeing an intruder. I 
make my bow and apologies, but nothing will do but I must come in. At this 
juncture out comes Brownmead, and he sees in a moment he has hooked me, 
for without a further word he pushes a fly-rod into my hand, and points to the 
water. No mortal is at all hours wise, and I fall. A big trout is roving along 
close under my bank, so I pitch him the alder that is on the line. He turns 
in a moment, and misses it. 
«. He is not scared, so I give it him again, and this time he has it, and no mis- 
take. Out goes the reel as he plunges into the middle of the water, and then 
two feet into the air. ‘So,ho! my beauty ; don’t you know your own father ? ” 
But he has to come at last, and then, as he gasps in the lush grass of the bank, 
Brownmead and I admire his spotted beauty. A good pound and a half, long 
and arrowy, small head and little mouth—a salmon in shape, a trout in dress ; 
belly white, but shading off into full yellow; yellow breast, fins very pointed, 
tail angles very pointed, but no fork. I had not expected to see these Loch 
Levens prickled up to the eyes with spots. Their brothers and cousins in my 
Barchester water are very silvery, and only moderately spotted ; but I believe 
fish all change colour according to their surroundings, and this very quickly at 
times. A leopard may not be able to change his spots, but a trout can. ‘The 
water was now boiling with rises ; but it was so overhung with large trees, good 
casting was out of the question. Every other throw I got hung up. I felt as 
in a horrid nightmare, and my pet nightmare is to dream I am on the banks of 
a lovely stream, with fish rising all over it, and something horrible and uncanny 
prevents my line ever falling onthe water. This time I manage to switch it on 
from time to time, and then a big ’un dashes at the fly ; out he comes, and then I'm 
into another, and the same fun over again. Everything is forgotten in the 
excitement of the moment, when the church clock strikes! Yes, it is eight, and 
what state am I in ? 

In a perfect bath with heat, my shoes muddy, my cuffs crumpled, and on the 
white expanse of my shirt-front ‘‘a gout of blood which was not so before” ! 
This must have been done in “ makking siccar” that last fellow, for he took a 
power of knocking on the head. As Brownmead has disappeared, I spike the rod 
and bolt for it, grasping my last capture with a tuftof hay. Like Cinderella I 
fly, fortunately not leaving a shoe behind. I am over the fence and across the 
meadows. How I make my excuses and a hurried tidy up is neither here nor 
there ; but the Lady Macbeth spot on my shirt-front is ‘all there,” and won’t 
“out.” Every time I lift my eyes I catch the reflection of it in glass, epergne, 
or plate, and fancy everyone regards me as a Bruce at the feast, sprinkled with 
the gore of the Red Comyng—the perpetrator of some terrible crime, and my 
flustered appearance must have confirmed it. However, it is not given to every 
piscator to kill two brace of good fish and lose as many more in the mawvais 
quart @heure before a dinner party, and that within a dozen miles of the Royal 
Exchange. Woopcock WICKHAM. 





ANGLING SOCIETY FOR WALTHAMSTOW. 


Av a meeting held at the Windmill Tavern, Walthamstow, on Tuesday evening, 
July 19th, for the purpose of forming a high-class angling society, the chair 
was taken by Mr. Henry Howse, hon. sec. of the Clapton Angling Society, who 
most kindly attended by request, the following gentlemen being present : Messrs. 
H. Curson, F. W. Jones, R. Hooper, A. Hooper, W. Potter, and W. Blenkinsop. 
The chairman having very explicitly explained the preliminaries to be taken in 
carrying out the object, and angling matters having been generally talked over, 
the above gentlemen agreed to act as a provisional committee. Mr. Blenkinsop 
was unanimously requested to take the secretaryship, to which he consented. 
Tt was resolved to call a general meeting of the gentlemen of the neighbour- 
hood on Thursday, August 4th, for the purpose of enrolling members ; also for 
appointing a permanent committee and other officers. 





THE run of salmon on the St. John River, Canada, has been a very early one, and 
the fish have been much more abundant than usual. The ordinary average weight 
of St. John River salmon has heretofore been about 14lb. each. That of those taken 
in this run up to date during this season will not exceed 7lb. each, The fish also 
are of different shape from those of preceding years, being longer bodied, not so 
deep, and haying the tail more forked, while they are not so bright as these fish 
usually are, ; 
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CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


THE annual dinner of this flourishing and popular society took place 
at the Downs Hotel, Hackney, on Friday evening, and was attended 
by a large number of members and friends. 

Mr. R. B. Marston (editor of the FISHING GAZETTE) presided, 
supported by Mr. H. Howse, hon. sec., and Mr. Ghurney, Mr. H. A. 
Beck occupying the vice-chair. Among the remainder of the com- 
pany were Mr. J. A. Child, of the Lea Conservancy, Mr. Hall, 
assistant hon. sec., Mr. Walker, Mr. White, Mr. Tregenza, Mr. Ernest 
Jay, &¢. 

After the repast, which was of a choice description, the usual loyal toasts 
were given, and heartily responded to. 

The Chairman, in giving “The Clapton Angling Society,” expressed his 
gratification at being present on that occasion, and having the privilege to 
submit the toast. He might say for himself that he had done some- 
thing in forming societies of this kind, not only here in London, but in the 
provinces and Scotland. (Hear, hear.) He always thought that as societies, 
combined together, they had been able to accomplish an amount of good work 
for the improvement of their position which, singly, never could have been 
done. (Hear, hear.) In the case, for instance, of the Freshwater Fisheries 
Act, carried through Parliament a few years ago, it was due to combined action 
that they had succeeded, for nothing was more difficult than to get such a Bill 
through the Houses of Parliament. That Act had done a great deal of good by 
protecting the poor man’s fish, which hitherto had had no protection from the 
Legislature. The Clapton Angling Society were among the first to draw 
attention to the need of the improvements which had since been carried out, and 
deserved the thanks of all anglers for the work they had done. (Hear, hear.) 
Poaching, formerly so inimical to the interests of fishermen, was now almost 
unheard of on the Lea, and the nets of the poachers were rotting in the 
garrets. (Hear, hear.) Another way in which the society had rendered 
good service was in re-stocking the River Lea, and in th’s respect 
especial praise was due to Mr. Geen and Mr. Child for the 
netting of the reservoirs. (Hear, hear.) They were all par- 
ticularly pleased to see the latter gentleman among them that evening, 
representing as he did the Lea Conservancy, to whom the society owed so much 
for the splendid manner in which they had assisted them. Having also paid a 
warm compliment to Mr. Howse for the indefatigable manner in which he dis- 
charged the secretarial duties, the Chairman suggested that the Norfolk rudd 
(which he described as a game fish rising well to the fly, and productive of good 
general sport) should be introduced to the Lea, and expressed his willingness to 
assist in procuring a stock. He noted with pleasure that the members were now 
comfortably installed in their new quarters, and trusted that being nearer 
London they would find them in every way suitable and advantageous. 
(Applause.) 

The toast was enthusiastically received, and the Vice-Chairman suitably 
replied, approving of the Chairman's suggestion for introducing the rudd to 
the Lea. 

The Chairman proposed “The Rivers’ Preservation Society,” coupling with 
it the name of Mr. Ghurney, a gentleman to whose efforts were largely due the 
capital condition the River Lea was in at present. (Hear, hear.) 

The toast being duly honoured, Mr. Ghurney responded. He said little was 
done for anglers till the old Lea Trust became changed to the Lea Conservancy 
Board. Things had now greatly improved, and he could assure them the Lea 
was in first-rate condition, and as full of fish as they could desire. (Hear, hear.) 
They had fifteen water-bailiffs protecting their interests, several of whom were 
professed anglers, and therefore took an increased interest in their duties. 
(Hear, hear.) Those duties, no doubt, were very light ; but they were never- 
theless important. The bailiffs watched the river, particularly during the fence 
months, and also had their eye on the poachers. (Laughter. Poaching, how- 
ever, was now extremely rare, and the nets were more useful for covering fruit 
trees than for their original purpose. (Laughter, and Hear, hear.) Regarding 
the netting of the reservoirs, some of the company, perhaps, had an inadequate 
idea of the large quantities of fish thus preserved and transferred to the Lea. 
One netting resulted in no less than five tons of fish, including bream froma 
pound to five or six pounds in weight. He was sure the work never could have 
been done had it not been for the kindness of Mr. Child in lending his steam- 
barge to convey the fish. (Applause.) 

Mr. Child, in response to a call fora few remarks, said, although not an angler 
in the strict sense of the term, he was very fond of the sport, and was always 
pleased to do anything he could for the society’s interest. (Hear, hear.) The 
Lea Conservators sympathised with them—(hear, hear)—and he might add that 
where there was any serious breach of the regulations, they would summon the 
offenders, providing they were not small boys with a worm and piece of twine. 
(Laughter.) He was glad to say that the fishermen of the Lea had greatly 
improved during the past eight or ten years. At one time they were very 
troublesome, and did not care what damage they inflicted ; but now it was very 
seldom indeed, thanks to the societies, that there was any cause of complaint. 

After Mr. Rogers had given a very amusing comic song, the health of the 
host, Mr. Dance, was proposed ; and Mr. Dance, in responding, referred to the 
satisfaction it afforded him to cater for so flourishing a club as the Clapton. 

Other toasts followed, and songs, with musical accompaniments, were rendered 
at intervals. During the evening it was mentioned that the Chairman had again 
displayed his practical interest in the welfare of the society by presenting them 
with a gold-medallist painting ; and a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Marston, 
who, in acknowledging the compliment, said it appeared to him that their next 
festival might take the form of a day’s excursion to a fishing resort, where the 
sport could be indulged in, and the dinner held at the river-side. (Applause.) 

This idea met with general favour, and shortly afterwards the company 
separated, after an exceedingly enjoyable evening had been spent. 





THE FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 
THE annual summer dinner of this venerable angling society, which 
took place at the New Inn, Eton, on Saturday evening last, is re- 
garded by the members as one of the most enjoyable items on 
the year’s programme, not only from the angling and other 
attractions in the Royal borough of Windsor, but from the ex- 
cellent and good old-fashioned catering of Mrs. Goddard, who 
makes the dinner of a homely and enjoyable character. Mr. H. Mitchell pre- 
sided, and Dr. G. J. Packe was in the vice-chair. Amongst those present were 
Messrs. C. H. Woodall (treasurer), W. Meakin (secretary), W. T. King 
(librarian), W. H. Brougham (T.A.P.8.), T. R. Sachs, T. Gillatt, Thomas Cliff, 
N. Glave, A. Garrold, J. B. Smith, G. H. Young, W. B. Taylor, John Page, G. 
Newson, F. W. Howard, F. S. Hoblyn, T. Barwell, W. H. Brewer, W. Blox- 
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ham, H. Calcutt, S. Peet, Locksley, L. Brown, and D’Alton. There were the 
usual toasts, that of the society being of a special character, in proposing which 
the chairman took occasion to object to all gross weight competitions, as tending 
to cause the annihilation of fish, The toast was most cordially drank. The 
concluding toast was “ The Hostess,” with the accustomed ceremony of bringing 
Mrs. Goddard into the room, and according to her the usual ovation and ex- 
pressions of praise for the dinner. The toasts were interspersed with some 
excellent melody from Messrs. T. Barwell, Brownswood, W. Bloxham, sy 
Craggs, and Thomas Cliff, the latter singing his ever-popular song of “ Ring 
the Bell, Watchman,” with glass accompaniment by the company, and he was 
heartily encored. Mr. A. Garrold contributed two admirable recitations, and 
there was another equally well rendered by Mr. N. Glave. The evening was a 
very pleasant one, and Messrs. CO. H. Woodall and W. B. Taylor discharged their 
duties as wine stewards very satisfactorily. tes 





CHERTSEY ANGLING ASSOCIATION. eel 
THIS excellent association, which has been established in order to 
co-operate with the Thames Angling Preservation Society in pro- 
tecting that portion of the river from poachers, held its second annual 
dinner in the spacious club-room at the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, on 
Thursday evening, July 14, under the presidency of Mr. M. H. 
Blamey, with Mr. W. Dix in the vice-chair. There were amongst those present 
Messrs. W. H. Brougham (T.A.P.S.), H. Clifford Taman, Harry Davis, G. H. 
Hester, H. G. Dickinson, G. F. Spencer, W. Kempson (treasurer), Casswell 
(secretary), Crowdy, Handford, T. Taylor, Lusted, Capes, Galifant, Lovell, &c. 
The dinner, supplied by Messrs. Spencer and Sargent, was of a capital character, 
and deservedly received high appreciation. The principal toast was that of 
“ Srecess to the Chertsey Angling Association,” in proposing which the chair- 
man congratulated those present on its great success, and in coupling the name 
of Mr. G. F. Spencer said that Chertsey was immensely indebted to him f 
the success of this and other movements, in each of which he had displayed t 
greatest energy and tact in making their success of an early and substantis 
character. The toast was most heartily drank, and on Mr. Spencer responding 
he received a perfect ovation. This was followed by the distribution of prizes, 
with some words of encouragement from the chairman to each of the prize 
takers. There was some capital singing interspersing the toasts, and a very 
pleasant and enjoyable evening was spent by all present. It was announced 
that Mr. Blamey had given three good prizes to be fished for by the members, 
and several present offered to give prizes for this year. 
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NEWBURY ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
Tur OPENING Day ON THE KENNET. 


JUBILEE jubilations must be the excuse for the delay in sending an account of 
the above, which took place on Friday, 17th June. In order to somewhat mark 
the occasion, a fishing competition and peg-down match took place between 
some of the members; but with a cloudless sky and a broiling sun the weather 
was in every way undesirable, the fish much preferring to sun themselves and fast, 
than swim deep and feed. The competition was confined to roach and dace, and 
prizes were given for gross weight and specimen fish. There were six competitors 
but the interest ranged among four only. Thirty-four fish in all were taken 
the majority had to be returned, being under standard measurement. A silver 
watch, value £5, was offered for the best specimen of either class, and was 
gained by Mr. G. Paulin with adace of 80z. ; he also took a creel for the largest 
weight of fish, which, I am sorry to say, was not much over 231b. The first 
prize for dace was taken by Mr. Smith ; it consisted of a capital general rod, 
with a winch and line, as his reward. A pike-rod was won by Mr. Keily for 
best roach, no second prize in the class being awarded. The generous donors of 
the above prizes were Messrs. Watkins, Keily, Cornish, and Stillwell. Wallace; 
the head-keeper of the Hungerford Club, was judge, and gave universal satisfac- 
tion. 

The competition over, the weary anglers, dry as sand and hot as a voleano 
were not sorry to seek the friendly and comfortable shelter of the White House 
Hotel, where host Stillwell and his pleasant wife had been waiting all day with 
thoughts full of hospitality. It was, indeed, a contrast to the heat and burden’ 
of the day to enter the hotel. door, and then to be ushered into a very paradise 
of delight—for host Stillwell, ever considerate for the comfort of his guests, had 
erected a splendid tent (kindly lent by the chairman) under the refreshing shade, 
of trees and hard by the shining river, and there, with tables laden with good 
cheer, and artistic floral decorations in lavish profusion, and well-lighted up by 
numerous Chinese lanterns, everything that could “banish dull care away” had 
been done with marked success. eae 

Tt would be tiresome were I to enlarge on the good things the tables groaned: 
under ; but a famous Kennet trout of 4lb., caught in the water rented by the 
host, ought not to be overlooked, and while a salmon was also on the table, 
many gave the palm to the trout. The company consisted of those who had 
taken part in the competition, and, in addition, Messrs. J. Packer (chairman); 
Marcus H. Lewis (treasurer), and J. Smith (secretary of the association) ; also 
Messrs. A. Keily, Watkins, I’. J. Strawson, D.R. Jones, Butt, Allaway,°&c., and 
the Newbury and Hungerford keepers. Many toasts were given and responded 
to, Mr. Keily remarking that, “ When he came to Newbury he always enjoyed 
himself : the association gave them plenty of water to fish in, and plenty of 
fish init, and the unvarying courtesy and kindness of those connected with the 
association had pleased and delighted him.” 

And so the evening passed pleasantly away, Mr. Evans giving several capital 
songs, and in the lull between could be heard the silver river singing to itself, as 
it hurried past onward to the great sea,— egies 

“ Men may come, and men may go ; ble Ji 
But I go on for ever ”— <n 


while ever and anon the May Fly invaded the anglers’ tent, and the splash of a 
big trout could be heard behind the tent as he put an end to the life of, perhaps, 
the three-thousandth fly for that day. Everything passed off well, and the only 
regret was when the happy meeting came to an end. 

From notices which have hitherto appeared in this paper, and advertisements 
elsewhere, it would seem that there is but one hotel on the association waters 
—i.e., the Swan. Such, however, is not the case, as the above account will show. 
While the Swan is close to the Lambourne trout stream, the White House is 
but five minutes’ walk from it, and, in addition, Mr. Stillwell rents a fine bit ‘of 
the Kennet, and those who stay with him have permission to fish it, and many: 
a big trout up to 5lb. has been taken therefrom ; moreover, a stream of the 
Kennet passes through his garden. Everything that an angler can desire may 
be found here, combined with the kindest attention and the best cooking. 
Gentlemen who have once been are sure to return, and at the present time Sift 


a 


~s 


Ne 


Nesiibtiaaad 


ease Cac 


a 





tn 








JuLy 23, 1887: 





THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





45 





Francis and Lady Scott are located there, and Sir Francis was delighted with 
the sport he had on Thursday evening last in the Kennet—.e., three trout 
going 331b., 241b., and 2lb. 

Anyone coming to this neighbourhood I would strongly recommend to give 
the White House a trial—they will never repent it. Not the least interesting 
part of the affair was a very successful photograph taken of the members of the 
association and those who took part in the competition ; in fact, the whole 
thing proved what we may call a Jubilee success, and it should be added that, 
as anglers who are always loyal, the health of Her Majesty was drunk twice 
over. M. H. L. 





N.O:T ES: 


Ir will be seen, from a letter we publish from Mr. Arthur C. Butler, vice- 
president of the Reading Angling Association, that a movement is on foot to 
present a testimonial to Captain Etheridge, who has just retired after twenty 
years’ service as superintendent of the Upper Thames. Captain Etheridge has 
done for Thames anglers what Mr. Child, of the Lea Conservancy, has done for 
the Lea—that is to say, aided and advocated the legitimate interests of anglers 
in every way, but chiefly in the work of stamping out the poaching gangs. We 
have frequently heard the late Mr. Greville Fennell (“Greville F.” of the 
Field) say that it would be difficult to exaggerate the good services Captain 
Etheridge has done to Thamesangling. We sincerely hope that the testimonial 
will be supported in such a manner as to show that anglers and others appreciate 
what he has done. 
% a o 2 

A conference called by the chairman and committee of the Richmond Pisca- 
torial Scciety, to consider the desirability of altering the close season for coarse 
fish, will be held at eight o’clock, at the Greyhound Hotel, Richmond, on Wed- 
nesday, July 27. 

* * * * * 

A most singular fatality is recorded in the Bulletin of the United States 

Fish Commission for March 27, 1887 :— 


“CERTIFICATE OF Dr. JOSEPH GARLAND. 


“Tis may certify that I was called to visit Captain Franklin D. Langsford, 
of Lanesyille, in Gloucester, on August 12, in consultation with Dr. Levi 
Saunders, who was in attendance upon the said Langsford, on account of a 
wound inflicted upon his body by a swordfish on the 9th inst., said swordfish 
having driven its sword through the bottom of the fishing-dory he was in to 
the length of twenty-three inches, penetrating the body of Langsford at the 
right of the os coccyx, and entering about seven inches by the side of the 
rectum into the pelvic cavity ; that said Langsford was dying, and did die, in 
my presence, of peritonitis, having survived the injury about three days ; that 
the sword accompanying this certificate is the veritable sword that occasioned 
the accident, and is to be sent to the National Museum at Washington. 

perlonacsier® Mass., October 14, 1886.” 
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The crayfish pest, which has of late years destroyed this delicious crustacean 

in many of the best rivers of the Continent, is still continuing its ravages. 
a ES ss & 


An interesting battle was seen recently at Brockdorf: a large salmon, 4}ft. 
to 5ft. long, got among a herd of porpoises, which at once gave chase. Every 
now and then the salmon leaped, belly up, out of the water. This went on for 
about a quarter of an hour, when the fish gave signs of exhaustion, and finally 
disappeared altogether. 

as at a a 

Mrs. Bulmer, of 62, Wandsworth-road, London, sends us some samples of her 
three-yard “‘ Gossamer ” tapered gut casts, dyed a little deeper blue than usual 
at our suggestion. We like them very much—indeed, we may say that during 
the past ten years we have never had better gut casts than those Mrs. B. supplies 
at the small price of 8d. each. 

33 
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Hard lines, when you have arranged for a fortnight’s fishing, to get a notice 
to serve on a jury in the middle of it. 
% Es 3 % 3 
A roach is being “set up” by Alder, a Newbury taxidermist, which is said 
to have weighed alb. the day after it was caught. Was it a roach or a rudd ? 


ae 


In a certain country town an order had gone forth that all dogs were to be 


muzzled. A large number of persons treating the order with contempt, the 


energetic local police summoned about a hundred of them, including butchers, 
bakers, candlestick makers, aldermen, Justices of the Peace, and others, all of 
whom were fined—quite irrespective of the citcumstances of their cases—half-a- 
guinea, and costs. Between the inhabitants and the police there was, for a 
time, no good feeling, and this little dialogue is reported to have taken place on 
the banks of a river which runs through the town.— Policeman (off duty, 
jauntily, to patient angler): ‘Well, my man, any sport?” P.A.: “No; 
they're all muzzled, and can’t bite!” (Chuckles.) Exit policeman. E 
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A fish which is but little angled for, yet which should take a high place in 
the estimation of anglers, is the tench, more especially those of the species 
which are found in rivers. There is a general belief that river tench do not 
feed at all well ; but this may be owing—we will not say positively that it is— 
partly to the fact that tench are hardly ever specially fished for in our principal 
coarse-fish rivers, and partly because, in the ordinary course of summer angling 
for other fish, hooks baited with worms are not often brought near the haunts 
of tench. If the chub-fisher uses a lobworm as bait, he rarely places it suffi- 
ciently near the bottom for tench to take, nor does he usually ground-bait—a 
very necessary proceeding in tench-fishing. The only person who fishes ina 
manner at all likely to catch tench is the barbel-fisher ; but he does not fish in 
the right places, for it is a very exceptional thing to find tench in barbel 
swims. 
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As we know of an instance of seven fine tench, weighing 211b., being taken 

out of one swim in the Thames during a few weeks’ fishing, and the circum- 


- stances under which they were taken, a few remarks on Thames tench-fishing 


%) 


tay not be without their value. In the particular case just mentioned, the 
angler made up his mind to catch tench, for the river had been coloured for 


‘some days owing to summer rains, dnd if they were to be caught at all then 


was the time. Without consulting any of the professional fishermen, or taking 
anyone with him, he picked out what looked to be a likely swim and baited it. 


As this particular swim was a typical one, it is worthy description. It was 
-close to the side, remote from the barge shore, where the water was about eight 
feet deep ; the bottom was of mud for about six feet from the bank, where the 
mud changed to gravel. In the mud, near the shore, grew a few water-lilies ; 





but the gravel bottom and the outside of the mud was quite clear. At the top 
of the swim was a sunken, dead withy bush. The place was lightly baited with 
worms for three days before it was fished. The worms were not placed in clay, 
but thrown in whole over the withy root and by the side of the water-lilies ; 
and the stream being slight, most of them sank in the swim a few yards below 
the bush, and no doubt a few worked down right among the roots of the 
withy. 
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When the time came to fish the swim, the punt was brought very quietly along 
the bank about three or four yards above the bush ; her stem was then fastened 
to the bank, and, by a long line fastened a few yards higher up, her stern was 
allowed to swing round just so much as to place the punt across, and slightly 
slanting down, stream. The first day the angler, after casting in a few worms, 
put out a ledger close to the withy root, and cast out float tackle by the side of 
the lilies—the float and shot so placed that almost about a foot of gut lay on 
the bottom. At the end of about a quarter of an hour the float began to move 
uneasily, and, in a few seconds, slowly and solemnly disappeared. 'The angler 
struck, and, after some exciting sport, landed a 3lb. tench. Later on, another, 
about the same size, took the bait on the ledger. About a dozen very large 
roach were also taken. The same angler took more tench at the same spot on 
another occasion—in all, seven fish, weighing, as we have said, 21lb. 
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Just before our friend left the place, one of the professional fishermen asked 
him if he was going to fish the tench swim on a certain day, as some gentlemen 
werecoming down who would much like to fish it. Our friend at once said, “ Fish 
there, by all means ; but don’t put in too many worms, as I have kept it well 
baited.” On the day previous to that on which the gentlemen were to come 
down from town, the angler thought he would bait another swim about fifty 
yards below the one he had hitherto fished, and did so. He killed one tench of 
2lb. and some perch in the new swim in the course of an hour’s fishing, while 
the professional fisherman, in the old swim, did not have a bite from any kind 
of fish all day. As he used ryepecks to moor the punt, and dosed the fish 
heavily with worms the:previous night instead of the previous morning, the 
fish were probably both scared and off the feed. 
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At the Annual General Meeting of the Henley-on-Thames and District 
Fishery Preservation Association great dissatisfaction was expressed at the way 
in which certain local professional fishermen catch fish on their own account 
and dispose of them to the fishmongers. The name of George Neal was 
mentioned as one of the greatest offenders in this respect. Some of the best 
trout in the Henley waters have been taken by professionals and sold. Great 
complaints were also made of netting which has recently taken place in the 
waters claimed as private by certain riparian owners, which, if continued, may 
lead to the association altogether ceasing their endeavours to stock the river 
with trout. It is to be hoped that those riparians who have gone in for this 
most unsportsmanlike proceeding have only done so by the advice of their 
solicitors to keep their alleged rights of fishing alive. If wealthy riparian 
owners are going to net the river for the sake of a few shillingsworth of fish, 
we can only say that in doing so they will have reached about the lowest depths 
of meanness and selfishness possible. 





FRITTON DECOY. 


ONE of the most popular resorts for the London anglers visiting 
Great Yarmouth will be the splendid piece of water known as 
Fritton Decoy. 

Tt has been purchased by Sir Saville Crossley, Bart., M.P., and is now under 
new proprietorship. The “ Old Hall” is well furnished for boarders, and there 
are fourteen bedrooms, besides drawing and dining-rooms. The terrace gardens 
have been charmingly laid out, and a tennis court and bowling green have been 
made. The plantation, which is about a mile in length, possesses charming 
walks amidst beautiful woodland scenery. The water, about three miles in 
length, is suitable for either angling or rowing parties, and there is a plentiful 
supply of boats. The anglers have recently been getting three-stone weight of 
fish in the day, and plenty of perch, some up to 33lb. each, have been taken. Mr. 
Hallam, the new proprietor, appears determined to make the place generally 
attractive to visitors, and has conveyances to meet all trains at St. Olive’s ata 
charge of sixpence each way, which gives admission to the grounds. There are 
also pleasure waggonettes leaving Yarmouth every morning on reasonable terms 
—a drive of about six miles. The water is well stocked with fish, principally 
bream and perch. Having recently paid a visit to the place and gone over the 
hall and grounds with Mr. Hallam, I am anxious to bring it under the notice of 
my brother anglers in the south, and with the capital facilities afforded by 
the Great Eastern system the trip from Liverpool-street to Great Yarmouth 
is made very easy, and the angling attraction of Fritton Decoy alone should 
tempt them to spend their holiday in the capital of Bloaterland. B 





PAPER MILLS AND TROUT. 


WE are indebted to a correspondent at Birkenhead for the following extract 
from the Paper Record :— 

“ Regarding the River Pollution question, which is now red-hot, we once kept 
a trout in a settling pond, and he lived there for three weeks. That is not to 
say he died then, but @ sort of fungus grew upon his back, and as it seemed to 
incommode his movements, we took pity on him and let him go. The fact is, 
esparto liquor of moderate weakness does not hurt a trout atall. They fatten 
on it, and it has the effect of keeping them in their holes, because they don’t bother 
about flies. It is bleach and fibrous matter they don’t like. The first suffocates 
them, and the second sticks in their gills. The two really dangerous substances 
dowt make any show hardly in the water, but the muddle-headed farmers, never- 
theless, are perfectly satisfied so long as there is no froth or discoloration. When 
there is a little cream comes floating down, he is apt to make immediate appli- 
cation to his solicitor.” (The italics are ours.) 





DISTINGUISHING THE Sex or FisH,—Mr, Martin Metcalf, of Battle Creek, 
Mich., writing on February 13, 1886, says :—“ The experienced fish manipulator 
can detect the male fish of almost any family at sight, by reason of its smaller, 
cleaner, slenderer make, narrower and more pointed muzzle, distance between the 
eyes, and other inexpressible peculiarities, which when once recognised are almost 
unmistakable, [This is a slanderon the whole female portion of the family of 
fishes.—ED., | 

THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of goou pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “ casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 


Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-naeasurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors,48 South Molton-street, W, 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
’ 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “WE GO A-FISHING.” 





By Epwarp Hamitton, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Se. 
(Continued from page 5.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 
In spring time we may often hear, but rarely see, that “‘ Queen of Song,” 


Tap NIGHTINGALE (Daulias luscinia). Order, Passeres ; Family, Sylviide ; 


but whenever heard, its song arrests the attention and fascinates the ear of all; 
no bird breathes forth its notes with greater force or with more thrilling 





THe NIGHTINGALE. 


cadences. Izaak Walton says : “She breathes such sweet music out of her little 
intermittent throat that it might make mankind to think that miracles have not 
ceased.” 

When undisturbed, the nightingale sings almost as much in the daytime as at 
night, and occasionally one may be observed sitting on a bare branch in the 
brake, sending forth a volume of rich notes, George Gascoigne endeavoured to 
give them in words— 

“ And with that word she ’gan to cleare her throate, 
But such a lively song. 
Yet never hearde I such another note— 
Terew, terew ; and thus she gan to plaine 
Most piteously, which made my heart to grieve. 
Her second note was fy-fy, fy-fy-fy, 
And that she did in pleasant use repeat 
With sweet reports of heavenlie harmonie. 
She showed great skil—for times of unisone, 
Her jug-jug-jug in griefe had such a grace. 
Then stinted she, asif her song was done, 
And ere that past, not ful a furlonges space, 
She ’gan again in melodie to melt ; 
But one strange note I noted with the rest, 
And that saith thus : Nemesis, Nemesis.” 


Milton’s beautiful lines in “Il Penseroso” are familiar to all— 
“ Sweet bird, that shunn’st the noise of folly, 
Most musical, most melancholy ! 
Thee, chauntress, oft, the woods among, 
I woo, to hear thy even-song.” 


Richard Bradshaw, in his “ Musick’s Duel,” written about the middle of the 
17th century, gives a tournay between a lute-player and a nightingale, too long 
to transcribe in full, but full of praise of the bird’s song : — 

“There sat 
A sweet lute’s master, in whose gentle airs 
He lost the day’s heat and his own hot cares ; 
Close in the covert of the leaves there stood 
A nightingale, come from the neighbouring wood ! 
There stood she, list’ning, and did entertain 
The music’s soft report, and mould the same 
In her own murmurs, that whatever mood 
His curious fingers lent, her voice made good.” 


In Father Faber’s beautiful poem, the ‘‘ Cherwell Water Lily,” there are the 
following touching lines on this bird :— 

“Deep rang St. Mary’s stately chime 
The holy hour of vesper time, 
And as the solemn sounds I caught, 
Over the distant meadows brought, 
I heard the raptured nightingale 
Tell from yon elmy grove his tale 
Of jealousy and love— 
In thronging notes, that seemed to fall 
As faultless and as musical 
As angels’ strains above ; 
So sweet, they cast o’er all things round 
A spell of melody profound ; 
They charmed the river in his flowing, 
They staid the night wind in his blowing, 
They lulled the lily to her rest 
Upon the Cherwell’s heaving breast.” 


Should you get a sight of the bird, at once put your binocular upon him, for he 
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will soon-discover you. He is dark russet-brown from head to tail, but shading 
to chestnut brown on the lower portions. The under-parts are buftish-white 
shading to grey ; the eye, hazel ; the legs, brown. The nest is placed close to, 
or on, the ground, generally in a depression, loosely constructed of dried oak, 
hawthorn, and other leaves, lined with fibrous leaves. The eggs, four or five, of 
a deep olive-brown ; the birds for the greater part of the day remain near, 
ensconced among the low brambles, &e. The nightingale has been but rarely 
heard further north than the city of York, or west than the line of the river Exe, 
and it has never been heard in Ireland. J 

The nightingale has its mythological history, and a very sad one. Philomela, 
daughter of Pandion, despoiled by Tereus, fled to the woods, and there, 
transformed into a nightingale, with its breast pierced by a thorn, she 
pours forth expressions of her misery and woe to the silent listener of the night. 
Hence all the poets connect it with melancholy and grief, and also place the 
bird in the feminine gender ; but it is the male bird alone which sings, and the 
song is seldom or never heard after the young are hatched. 

There are two or three little birds which creep about the bushes close to the 
waterside seeking their insect food. One of these is 


Tur WiLLow Warsier or WILLow WREN (Phylloscopus trochilus), or The 
Leaf-searching Wren. Order, Passeres; Family, Sylviide. 


He is a very restless, lively little fellow, working his way amongst the plants 
and bushes and dwarf willows, now and again uttering a few low butrather 
sweet notes, not taking any notice of you if you do not appear to notice him ; 





Tur WILLOW WARBLER. 


but stop for a second or two and fix your eye on him and he rapidly disappears. 
The throat and under-parts being white make it easily seen ; the dark green olive 
plumage of the back and white stripe over the eye distinguishes it from another 
inhabit mt of the bush—the White Throat. 

(To be continued.) 





KENDAL OTTER HOUNDS. ; 

THESE hounds provided excellent hunting in the rivers of West 

moreland last week, and added another kill to their already creditable 
return. On Tuesday morning, at three o’clock, the meet was at 
Stenkrith, a most romantic part of the Lune. This was the scene 
last year of the large picture which appeared in the Graphic about 
Easter. The hounds, immediately on entering the water, spoke 
decisively of the presence of the otter, and the music was charming 
in the still morning and the lovely surroundings. The otter, 
however, could not be coaxed sufficiently to bolt, and the drag was consequently 
taken down the river in the direction of Appleby. At Eastfield Bridge the 
chase was over meadow, grass, and cornfield, the game escaping some distance 
beyond Winton Field. On Wednesday morning the hounds were thrown off at 
six o'clock at Coupland Beck, on the Eden ; but nothing was done until nearly 
one o’clock, when the hounds were within a mile of the confluence of the Kamont 
with the Eden. Here a good scent was hit, and the drag was rattled along 
till the hounds made a dead set at a root and rabbit-warren, where, after 
digging had been resorted to, an otter bolted, to the gaze of the large company. 
Soon a second otter entered the lists, and for an hour and a quarter two otters 
were kept swimming in the pool ; the result was that one—a young dog, weigh- 


_ing 12lb.—was killed, and the other was left in a drain about 300 yards up the 


Eamont. This course was adopted in consequence of it being five o'clock, and 
five miles from Penrith Station. On Friday morning the pack met at Levens 
Bridge, on the Kent, at half-past two. An otter was set going, and after a 
good drag it sought refuge in the rocks near the footbridge in the park ; 
another good drag was hit, but a drain near the Marble Mills, at Helsing- 
ton, supplied an impenetrable stronghold. There are plenty of otters in the 
lower reaches of the Kent, but the strongholds are numerous. During the pre- 
sent week the hounds have been hunting in the Lake District. 


ae 


ee 


ety 


ee ee ee 


ae 


——— 


BT ee 














JuLy 23, 1887. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 47 


eq 
SSS aaah aro Sana Sn Ae iS SSS SS SSS 


CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post thei’ Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.] 








; ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly meeting of delegates took place at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday evening, at 8.30. The vice-president not having arrived, Mr. G. H. 
Field was voted to the chair. The minutes of the delegates’ meeting, June 20th, 
were read and confirmed ; also the minutes of the Renting and Preservation Com- 
mittee of June 6th. A long and animated discussion ensued, and it was finally agreed 
that the Renting and Preservation Committee should take energetic steps to obtain 
a certain water with a view to renting the same for the benefit of the members of 
the Anglers’ Association. The Chairman reported we were now in possession of four 
leases on the river Stort, and it is hoped shortiy to erect boards defining the 
boundaries, prohibiting the taking of undersized fish, poaching, &c. Mr. Skillings, 
one of our water bailiffs on the Grand Junction Canal, at Uxbridge, attended, and 
said as he had sold his house (the General Elliott), he was desirous of giving up the 
position he held under the Association, and suggested that Mr. West, who attended 
with him, should be appointed in his stead. Resolved that the matter be referred 
to the Renting and Preservation Committee. On the proposition of Mr, Murphy, it 
was decided to send a circular to every club informing them that cheap return 
tickets to Hertford are only to be obtained at Liverpool-street Station. The delegate 
from the Bermondsey Brothers stated that one of their members, Alfred Frost, of 
10, Trothy-street, Bermondsey, left his box, two rods, and mackintosh outside the 
Queen Victoria, Southwark Park-road, on the night of the 17th inst., about 
10 o'clock, for a few minutes only, and, on coming out, found it had all been removed. 
The box contained his privilege ticket and 9s. in cash. Any information with 
regard to it will be thankfully received by the Bermondsey Brothers, The next 
committee will be on Monday, August 8th. No meeting Bank Holiday. <A vote of 
thanks to the Chairman concluded the business at 11 o’clock. The following clubs, 
forty-eight in number, answered the roll-call:—Angiers’ Pride, Bermondsey 
Brothers, Burdett, Brunswick, Burnaby Piscatorials, Bostonian, Brunswick 
Brothers, City of London, Cavendish, Carlisle, Convivial, Clapton, Cobden, Crown 
and Buckland, Duke of Norfolk, Dalston, Edmonton and Tottenham, Good Intent, 
Grange, Globe, Gresham, Greenwich, Eastern Piscatorials, Hammersmith United, 
Izaak Walton, Jubilee, Metropolitan, Mildmay, North-Eastern, Eagle, Original 
Alexandra, Peckham Brothers, Prince Arthur, Ponder’s End, Royal George, Rising 
Sun, South Hornsey, St. John’s, South London, Sociable Brothers, Sun Dial, Uxbridge 
Rovers, St. George’s, West Ham, Waltonians, Westbourne Park, Wellington, 
Hounsfield Otters.—H. J. Trpsarrs. 

’ VisitiIne List (SouTHERN District). 

A fairly successful visit of the above was paid to Waggoners’ Angling Society, 
held at the Waggon and Horses, Thomas-street, Camberwell New-road, S.E., on 
Tuesday, the 19th inst., ten societies responding to the roll-call. The next visit will 
be to the Anchor and Hope Angling Society, held at the William the Fourth, Oanal- 
bridge, Old Kent-road, S.—E.—Joun SmitH. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The draw for the Greville Fennell Picture will be postponed till August 19th, 

The result will be published in the FisHing GAZETTE,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 
ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 17th inst., but only two weighed-in—Mr, 
James Bowling, 6lb, bream from Amberley ; Mr. F. W. Martin, perch and dace from 
the Lea. We shall be glad to see all our members on the morning of the 24th inst. 
at London Bridge at 7 o’clock, to compete in the match at Tunbridge with the 
United Woolwich anglers and the above club.—D. DAvIs, sec. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 17th the following members weighed-in :fish :—Mr. Pedley, roach ; Mr. 
Moir, roach and bream from Dagenham; Mr. Harding, roach and bream from Pul- 
borough ; Mr. Medcalf, roach from the Stort. Received invitation to attend a con- 
ference at the Richmond Piscatorial Society respecting the alteration of the fence 
month. Mr. C. A. Medcalf has promised to attend. Also notice from Mr, Brockett 
that he will run his Saturday midnight excursions to Dagenham Lake from our club- 
house until further notice.—J. WoRLEDGE. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 15th inst., our genial and ever-obliging host, Mr. W. Whitlock, 
presided, whilst Walter Robbins, one of Brunswick’s “stickers,” occupied the vice- 
chair. Little business was transacted, thoughts being generally bent upon the 
prospects of sport at the week end, the recent showers of rain having raised hopes in 
the angler’s breast. Thenewly-acquired subscription water on the river Mole, between 
Esher and Claremont, camein for some discussion, and several of the members decided 
to try their skill on the 17th inst., andif possible lure some of the veritable monsters 
from their hiding-places in the deep holes for which the Mole, of all rivers in 
England, is so celebrated. Indeed, were it not for the peculiar formation of the bed 
of this river, the immense bream, carp, and chub which to-day inhabit its waters 
would have been very few and far between ; as things stand, the netter has very 
little chance, owing to the fish diving into these strongholds. The takes of our 
members were as follows :—W. Robbins, six bream, weighing 121b. 0}0z., largest fish, 
3lb. 20z.; G. Salisbury, four bream, 7lb.; and J. Deplidge, one bream, 2lb, 50z. A 
member of the Golden Carp had eight or nine bream, largest fish about 44lb. ; and 
several members of other clubs had good shows of bream. We expect to have a 
grand show of fish from this water on the 24th inst., when anglers wishing to see 
and judge for themselves of the yielding powers of this grand stretch of water 
should pay us a visit.—J. DEPLIDGR, hon. sec. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 17th the members of the above society fished an open match at Amberley 
and Pulborough, with the following result :—Mr. Dodson, 81b. 20z. of bream from 
Amberley, lst ; Mr. W. Davison, 7lb. 80z. from Pulborough, 2nd ; Mr. H. Gillispie, 
4lb. from Amberley, 3rd ; Mr. A. Conn, 3lb. 15}0z., 4th. Notice to anglers.—On the 
17th inst., about 10 o’clock, one of our members (Mr. A. Frost) left his tackle outside 
the Queen Victoria in Southwark-road, and someone stole the lot. If any brother 
angler should have any tackle offered him for sale, or hear of any information that 
will lead to the apprehension of the thief, will they kindly forward the same to Mr. 
Frost, 12, Trothy-road, Southwark Park-road ?—A. CONN, sec, 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Have no very great takes to report since my last. Mr. Gates, a nice show of roach 
and dace, and three barbel from the Thames; Mr. Dutton, bream from the Arun ; 
Mr, Tribe, some nice bream from the Wey ; but was too late to weigh-in. Mr. Hditor, 
I see reported in your paper some large takes of gross weight during last season. 
Myself and some of my members would like more clubs to append the sizes of fish 
that their clubs recognise as a standard in their Book of Rules. The reason I ask 
this is that some of our members are very discontented to find other club members 
take fish that others would have returned; and I think that, considering the 
necessity of preserving the different rivers, club members ought not to take such 
small fish, or jack before August. I have inclosed a Book of Rules, should you wish 
to make any comment upon the same. I should be pleased to forward a Book of 
Rules to any club applying for the same.—W. Durrov, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, July 20, Mr. R, Atchison in the chair, The minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. The conditions of a competition for six valuable prizes at 
Horley, arranged for the 24th inst., are as follows :—Gross weight, jack only barred, 
all members to leave London Bridge Station by the 7.25 a.m. train, and return at 
night by the 8.28 train from Horley, one rod only to be used. Roll-call by the 
secretary at London Bridge at 7.15; and Mr, P, Atchison will inspect kit imme- 
diately after arriving at Horley. It was resolyed that no member should he 


allowed to take more than one gross weight and two specimen prizes during the 
season, Ye Friars have been represented at the riverside and elsewhere by Messrs. 
W. Hutchins, W. Poole, R. Atchison, E. Green, Harry Dunn, E, Coleman, W. Pratt, 
L, W. Innocent, &c., with fair success, and have weighed-in bream, roach, and dace, 
—JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 
BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our trays were well filled on the 17th inst., Mr. Jennings leading with 16lb. of 
roach and dace ; Mr, Brothers, roach and bream; Mr. Elton, bream ; Mr. Jamieson, 
bream ; Mr, Hoare, roach and bream; Mr. Francis, roach and dace; Mr. Steggles, 


bream.—H, 
, CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS, 

Since my last report the members have not been exceeding busy with the scaly 
ones, The week before last about half a dozen had a most enjoyable trip to the 
river Yare, ostensibly to fish the same (but—well, no matter—however, I was told on 
the strict Q.T. that some very fine spring water is to be found down that way.) On 
the 9th inst. the club was crowded, awaiting the return of the wanderers, but they 
were really “too tired, &c.,” to turn-up, so [ have to record a blank for that day. 
Since then Mr, Grimaldi has had some nice roach and dace, his best roach bumping 
the scale at 1lb. 430z.; also Mr. Curson from the same shop (nice place) roach and 
dace, the best dace going 10oz., and some minor catches by Messrs. Garratt, Rundell, 
and Clark. Iam happy to state that we have made four new members during the 
last fortnight.—Jacko, 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We had a good muster of members last meeting night. Mr, Sullivan was duly 
elected a member, and four others were proposed. Some of our members were out 
on the 17th inst., and had fish, Mr. Maynard and Mr. Charles had some very nice 
dace from Colnbrook ; Mr. J. Hake had a few very fair roach from Maldon ; and 
Mr, Clarke had eels from Ponder’s End.—A. CLARK. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

A visit of the members of the above was paid to the Odds and Evens Angling 
Society, on Monday, 18th inst., which was a great success, seventeen clubs answer- 
ing the rollcall. The next visit will be paid to the Reform Angling Society, held 
at the Baptist’s Head, St. John’s-lane, Clerkenwell, notice of which will be given. 
—C, A. MEDCALF, 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

Very little has been done in the way of fishing during the past week. Several 
members have been out; but with little or no success, small fry only being taken. 
Members will please note that the meeting nights are every Wednesday, when they 
are particularly requested to attend at 8.30 p.m. Members in arrears with their 
subscriptions will please forward same to the secretary as early as possible, to enable 
them to participate in the prizes—either club or presentation. —ALF. E. EVANS, sec. 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. : 

Since my last report the members of the above society have been fairly busy with 
the finny tribe. On June 26th, Mr. Norris, roach and dace; Mr, Penn, dace and 
roach ; Mr. Walter, roach and bream ; Mr, H. Long, bream, roach, and dace; Mr. 
Bowley, perch. July 3rd, several members competed at Harlow for Measrs. North, 
Burwash, sen., Burwash, jun., and H. Nunn, sen.’s, prizes, but only three were taken : 
Ist, by Mr. Turner; 2nd, by Mr. W. Burwash ; 3rd, by Mr. Chapman. From other 
waters: Mr. Norris, roach and dace; Mr. Colwell, roach and dace ; Mr. Walter, 
bream and dace ; Mr. H. Long, bream, roach, anddace. July 10th, Mr. Norris, roach, 
bream, and dace; W. Burwash, dace and roach ; Mr. Colwell, roach and dace ; Mr. 
W. Long, perch; Mr. Turner, dace ; Mr. Penn, dace and roach ; Mr. Ray, bream and 
dace ; Mr. Jones,roach ; Mr. H. Long, bream androach ; Mr. Walter, roach. July 13th, 
Mr. Pratt, dace, barbel, and roach. July 17th, Mr. Colweil, roach and dace ; Mr. 
Chapman, roach and dace ; Mr. Norris, roach, bream, and dace; Mr. Jones, roach ; 
Mr. Walter, roach, bream, and dace ; Mr. H. Long, roach and dace ; and W. Burwash, 
roach. All members are requested to attend next Wednesday, July 27th, to arrange 
when and where the next day’s outing shall take place for Messrs. Jones, Senneck, 
and Franklin’s prize. The new rules are to hand from the printers, and can be had 
by applying to me at the club house on any meeting night.—W. H. BURWASH, sec. 

CLAPTON. ; 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. F. Tregenza in the 
chair. Previous minutes were signed, and general business transacted. Four new 
members were nominated. Catches reported: Mr. Wilks, a fair lot of roach from 
Stone’s water ; the same gentleman also took a jack of 191b. with a worm (returned) ; 
Mr. Bedell, roach from Day’s ; Mr. Beck, chub and dace from St. Margaret’s (fly) ; 
Mr. Hicks and Mr. Nye, roach and perch from Barford ; this latter gentleman also 
took a jack about 4lb. with paste (returned). I hear that the Ferry Boat. Fishery 
at Tottenham is affording good sport, some fine takes of large roach having been 
had from the waters; one eel of 341b. also being taken. T had the pleasure of 
attending on Tuesday last, by request, a preliminary meeting to arrange for a new 
angling society at Walthamstow, notice of which will be sent you. I quite believe 
that an excellent society can be formed in that neighbourhood. As# am away for 
my holiday, the assistant secretary, Mr. H. Hall, will for the next few weeks send 
reports, instead of -HENRyY Howsg, hon. sec. 

. GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. : } 

The members have been more fortunate the last week in their respective takes of 
fish, The members who weighed-in on Saturday were Mr. J, H. Rich, five bream, 
scaling 12lb. loz., and Mr. R. J. Russell, three bream, 6lb. Mr. Karps caught, on 
Tuesday, a few roach, weighing 331b.—W. K. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

Although this society is but in its infancy, from the continued increase of, and 
laudable activity displayed by, its members, it shows signs of a promising youth, 
and a still more vigorous manhood. On the 17th inst., and the previous week, 
several members were out, but only one weighed-in ; the haul on the first-named day 
being five excellent bream from the Mole, weighing 13lb. 60z., which includes one 
specimen fish, weighing 3lb. 100z, On the 17th inst., though there was an excellent 
take by one member, he failed to put in an appearance in time. Several anglers 
who are well-known to the angling craft joined the society—viz., H. Josephs, sen., 
H. Josephs, jun., Alphonse Meunier, sen., Alphonse Meunier, jun., W. Reynolds, 
working members, and seven honorary members. The club was honoured by a visit 
from the Barbican Angling Club, W. Carpenter and E. Gamble. The nights of 
meeting are altered to Fridays and Sundays. Members of other societies will please 
note this. The One Tun, Great Saffron-hill, Farringdon-street.—_W. H. JOHN- 


SON, sec. 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. ' : 

At the meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Walker in the chair, the usual routine business 
having been disposed of, Mr. E. M. Jonas, who has spent many years in Japan, 
exhibited a great variety of Japanese fishing tackle, rods lines, &c., the rods 
not in any way resembling the cheap article so frequently met with here, but of 
extreme lightness and strength. Bamboo tops were bent into a semicircle without 
injury. Lines dotted with very small round floats to clear weeds, floats to lie flat 
on the water until a bite is secured, when they instantly become “ cocked, and many 
other curiosities of the kind. Mr. Jonas concluded his interesting statement by 
presenting a handsome model of his Japanese fishing boat to the society. A cordial 
vote of thanks was accorded him. The proposed outing on the next August Bank 
Holiday, was by general consent postponed. Ona Tuesday next Mr. Parker pet aued 
a paper on “Salmon Bass Fishing.” A resolution proposed by Mr. Cham ny 
seconded by Mr. Young, was unanimously passed expressing satisfaction with the 
working of the Mundella Act as regards the present close tims. After a very 
pleasant evening, and a vote of thanks to the chair, at a very late hour the meeting 


rated,—G, C, 
hen: HIGHBRIDGE ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Several remarkably fine trays of roach and dace have been shown on our club- 
room table this week—notably a basket of fish caught by H. Hoskins containing 
forty-seven fish, weighing 22Ib. 5oz., caught between 6 and 8,30 in the evening. The 
other members who have been out have been showing baskets running from 10h, to 
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151b. in weight as the result of their evening’s sport. Our “ foreign ” members from 
Bristol have been equally successful in securing good baskets. We hope to have 
another contest on the second Saturday im August.—J. BRown, hon. sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above went out on the 17th inst., and a splend d show of 
bream and roach was presented by Mr. A. Fish. Mr. R. Ford also made a good show 
of bream, roach, and dace. Messrs. Russell and Churchill also gave a show of bream. 
I have much pleasure in announcing that this old-established club, which has been 
so long neglected, shows every sign of a good and real revival—W. H. FENNER, 
sec. 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

A few members were out on July 17th. Messrs. T. Haycox, 6lb. 11}0z. roach ; 
A. Hattemore, 41b. 620z. roach ; M. Norman, 2lb. 1340z, bream; M. Pledger, 21b. 2702, 
roach; §. Cole, 1lb. 130z. roach; T. Jeffries, 1lb. 12}0z, roach ; F. Gardner, 
1lb: 940z. roach, The members will fish for eleven prizes on July 24th in the 
river Stort between Burnt Mill and Harlow ; to leave London: by first train,— 


R, GHURNEY. 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members will compete for five special prizes on July 24th at Hatfield Peverel. 
Nothing onder 3b, to take a prize.—N, B. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The meeting on Monday last was presided over by Mr. W. Boxall. The minutes 
having been read and confirmed, Mr. George Ohlson was duly proposed and seconded 
for membership. Mr. Broad stated that certain important negotiations with which 
he had been intrusted were progressing satisfactorily, and he hoped soon to con- 
gratulate the society on a successful issue, Since the last meeting many members 
have sent in reports of their fishing, amongst which may be noted the following 
results :—Mr, Clifford (from Thames), chub, roach, and barbel; Mr. Harper (private 
water), carp and roach; Mr, Kennett (Ouse), chub and jack. In the course of the 
evening general satisfaction was evoked by the announcement that several members 
and other gentlemen had kindly offered to read papers on piscatorial and related 
subjects during the coming winter season, The meeting, which was an eminently 
satisfactory one, concluded by votes of thanks being passed to the chairman and to 
Mr. J. M. Broad, to the latter for the valuable services rendered by him to the society. 
Members will kindly note that the first meeting in August will take place on 
Tuesday, the 2nd, Monday being a bank holiday.—C. H. KmNNuETT, hon sec, 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We had, by the kind permission of J. Verdin, Hsq., J.P.,a day’s fishing last week 
in Petty Pool,a mere on Lord Delamere’s estate at Hartford. The lake is very 
picturesquely situated, and makes, with itssurroundings, a charming landscape. A 
blazing hot day was a great drawback, but a very large number of fish—bream, 
roach, and perch—were caught. The water is literally swarming with these fish, 
and is consequently much overstocked, with the result that the great majority of 
the fish run very small, and prevent the better ones from getting at the bait. It is 
a great pity owners of suck waters do not seem to care whether they are overstocked 
or not, and they would do a good work if they permitted more angling, as this 
would help to keep down the superabundance ; but I am afraid it would be a diffi- 
cult task to persuade owners to look at it in this ight. The prizes were won by 
Mr. H. Davies (1), Mr. T, Noon (2), and Mr. J. Evans (3). The name of “ Moon” 
last week should have been “ Noon.”’—R. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, the president, Mr. W. 
Gillies in the chair. The minutes of previous meeting night were read and con- 
firmed, and one new member elected. The petition ia favour of the Bill brought 
forward by Mr. Broadhurst in the House of Commons was duly signed and returned 
to Mr. Ghurney. Theinvitation to the conference initiated by the Richmond Pisca- 
torials, to be held on the 29th inst., will be brought forward at our next meeting. 
During the last week our members have been meeting with better sport, although 
there is great room forimprovement, Mr. C. 8. Blackman had bream, roach, and 
perch; Mr. G, Bliss, bream ; Mr. J. W. Dyer, roach; Mr, W. Short, roach ; Mr. W. 
F, Dyer, perch; Mr. J. McDermott, roach and dace; Mr. W. Gillies, roach ; and 
Mr. A. May, perch and dace. Will secretaries please note our new address ?—the 
Alma Tavern, 59, Newington Green-road, Mildmay Park, N.—A. MAy, hon. sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 14th inst, Mr, Hayes weighed-in bream from the Welsh Harp. On the 
17th Messrs. Fancourt and Edgerton were again to the fore with jack ; Mr. Green- 
wood, roach, and one tench 21b, 030z. ; Mr. H. Underwood, roach and tench, heaviest 
2lb, 11d0z.; Mr. J. Underwood, roach, Mr, Bollington showed four nice tench, all 
over 2lb,—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

ODDS AND EVENS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 17th Messrs, C, Watling, 8. Hill, C. Lansdown, and J. Harvey weighed-in 
fish at the club-house, mostly dace; best take slightly over 4lb. On Monday the 
return visit onthe Central Association was held here ; the chair was taken by Mr. 
C. Watling. A very pleasant evening was spent, 17 clubs being represented,— 
J. CUTHBERT, sec., July 21st. 

PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Some excellent trays of fish were shown at the rooms of this society on Wednesday 
evening. Mr. Hatfield showed four trout, 8lb, 50z.; Mr. J. Ross Faulkner, two 
trout, 71b.; Mr. Burrowes, four barbel, 11lb, 120z. The chairman, Mr, R. H. Booker, 
in proposing the toast of “ Success to the Society,” announced that nearly 50 tickets 
were taken for the summer dinner at the Chertsey Bridge Hotel on Tuesday next, 
at 5.30, a good attendance is expected. Members are invited to bring their friends, 
Doubtless an enjoyable time will be spent.—H. J. W. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Not a great amount of fish taken this week. Mr. Garham was fortunate enough 
to take between 3lb. and 41b. from Amberley, and Mr. Parson succeeded in taking 
roach and dace from the Thames. Brother anglers are again reminded that the next 
visit on the South London Visiting List will take place at the above club on Monday, 
July 25, when a most hearty welcome will be given to all friends—W. R. 


MATTHEWS, sec, 
RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 20th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C. Since my last report Messrs. Birt and Jackson have been 
elected members. Mr, Bernard won the first prize in the match on the 17th inst. 
with 1lb. 540z, roach. Messrs. Bradley, Rd. Sharpless, and Gregory weighed-in 
roach and breara. Mr, Beecham gives a prize for the heaviest fish, bar jack, weighed 
in on Bank Holiday.—C, PIaGort, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 17th inst. the following members exhibited fish: J. Smith, 4lb. of bream ; 
I. Davis, dace and roach, from Kingston; H. Haine, roach, from Rainham; F. EH. 
Selth, bream, from the\Arun. Mr, I. Davis was declared the winner of Mr. R. Selth’s 
prize, given for the gross weight taken between the 19th June and the 19th July. 
The prizes offered by T. Hughes, Hsq., for competition among the members during 
the past season, and won by Messrs. J. Smith and J. Wigley, were on view on the 
17th and presented to those gentlemen on the 20th, who beg to return their sincere 
thanks to T. Hughes, Esq., for the same. The competition for Mr. F, EH, Selth’s will com- 
mence on the 24th July and wind up on the 21st August. At the meeting of the 
committee on the 18th it was decided that the prizes given by the following gentle- 
men be competed for on the 31st: Mr. J. Clarke, Mr, F. Beard, Mr. T, Line, and Mr. 
W. H. Beckett, the gross weights in rotation to have the choice of prizes. Monday 
following being Bank Holiday, Messrs. H. Haineand F. H. Selth have kindly offered three 
prizes for competitionfor that date. At the meeting held on the 20th, Mr. R. Chantry 
in the chair, the minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed and passed as read, 
The place appointed for the competition of the 31stis Amberley, from Houghton Bridge 
to the Railway Bridge. Mr. Treatle, of Green-street, Blackfriars, was proposed as a 
meniber of this society duriug the evening: Mr. 'T. Hotham was elected to, represent 
this society at the Conference of the Richmond Piscatorialy om the 27th, «Ma, R, 


Chantry, having taken up his residence at Kingston, and being unable toattend our 
meetings as often as he would like, desired to become an honorary member, for 
which he paid his annual subscription, and also placed 10s. in the Angler’s Benevolent 
Society’s box, a society that ought to be better supported by the general body of 
anglers than it is, in the opinion of himself, and also of—PIXIE. . 
SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our show on the 17th inst. was fairly up to the average of previous weeks, the 
members showing up somé really ‘good fish, foremost among them being Messrs. 
G. Fordham, with roach ; O. Lloyd, roach; 0, Beard, a fine show of carp ; W. Hooper, 


-some good bream ; Robert Spenceley, dace ; G. Free, roach ; and W. 8. Woodhead, 


roach,— W. 8. W. 
SOCIAL BROTHERS ANGLING CLUB, 

I have no reports to make as far as regards taking of fish, few.members going out, 
the majority preferring to wait for rain and a push of water. With regard to the 
Bill introduced into the House of Commons by Messrs, Broadhurst, Arnold Morley, 
and Bernard Coleridge, it was resolved at our weekly meeting night that a small 
deputation should wait upon Mr. Bristow, M.P., the member of the Norwood division, 
in which division our society is held, the result being that Mr. J. Palmer, our presi- 
dent, and Mr, G. Monk. our treasurer, waited on Mr. Bristow this morning, who 
received them very kindly, thoroughly went into the matter, promised to see Mr, 
Broadhurst, and give it his support.—J. GouBOT, hon. sec. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING CLUB. 

The second outing of the season in connection with the above club took place on 
the 16th inst., when thirty members competed for a series of prizes. The sport was 
not good, only four of the thirteen prizes being taken. The result was as follows :— 
1, Mr. ©. Swinnerton ; 2, Mr. H. Kite; 3, Mr. R. Wallace ; 4, Mr. J. Simpkin, Other 
members caught fish, but did not reach the stipulated weight, The remainder of 
the prizes will be fished for after the August holidays.—J. HOLLINS, hon, sec. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. TOT , 

Mr, C. Jeffreys weighed-in a nice show of roach on the 15th inst., consisting of 
jack, bream, and roach. On the 17th inst., Messrs. A. Wood, jun., and Freethy were 
the only successful members, they weighing-in a few roach and dace. A moderate 
number of members and friends attended our weekly smoking concert on the 13th 
inst., the following ladies and gentlemen entertaining the company ina satisfactory 
manner, viz. :—Mrs, Francis, Miss Lizzie Lynn, Miss Alice Ray, and Messrs. Mal- 
lard, Byworth, Hurry, Vernon, Wildney, Eggleton, Brockwell, Snow and Carr, May- 
nard, J, Penn, and J. Battensby.—JACK BATTENSBY, sec. ! 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members absent last Tuesday lost a treat, as Mr, Kelly brought upa splendid lot 
of fish, one carp weighing over 10lb., some perch averaging nearly 1lb, each, and 
some jack—total weight 2111b. Mr. Tickner also brought up about 6lb. of dace. 
Members are requested to turn up well next Tuesday to welcome Mr.. Kelly back 
from the wilds, as he hopes to improve on last Tuesday’s show.—PELICAN, 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members were out on the 17th inst., and managed to take a few fish. Mr, 
W. Tyler, roach and bream ; Mr, H. Tyler, roach and bream ; Mr. F. Morve, roach and 
bream ; Mr. J. Payne, bream; Mr. W. Windred, roach ; Mr. F, Watts, roach ; and Mr. 
J. Currans, roach. Members of the above club will fish a peg-down match on the 
24th inst. at Paddock Wood for several money prizes.—H. TYLER. 

UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 17th and 18th inst. there was a fine show of roach brought into the club- 
room, some scaling over 11b. each, most of them taken at Harefield. The members 
of the above society have presented Mr, Thos, Skillin with a handsome roach rod 
upon his resigning the post of secretary, which he has successfully carried on since 
the foundation of the club.—H. Ros#, chairman. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. . 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern on the 21st, Mr. H. Wood in the chair. This 
being a committee meeting a lot of business was got through, the most pleasing 
part being adding new prizes to our already long list. Members are informed that 
the Bank Holiday competition will be open (bank or punt), the two days’ takes to 
weigh-in on Monday night if necessary. Wehad a nice show of fish on the 17th 
inst., Mr. Smith being first with bream, Mr. Bayley second with roach and gudgeon ; 
Messrs. Hibble, Griffin, and Allard also had fish—M1ILLnR’s THUMB, ees" 

WEST LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting was held at the Windsor Castle. A few dace and 
roach were brought in from Datchet. Rumour has it that a trout was taken 
last week in a net 112lb. not far from Craven Cottage. Our members say that the 
water is very low and in bad condition. Sadly in want of rain.—B, ~ ; 

ST SP 


GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
Ar this season of the year, when a large number of our readers are contemplating 
the pleasure of throwing off the cares and duties of active business life, and visiting 
with their wives, children, or friends some bracing seaside town, or inland 
city and rural village, or perhaps the Highlands of Scotland, or one of the attractive 
Continental pleasure resorts, we cannot advise them better than to obtain a copy of 
this Company’s Tourist Seaside and Excursion Programme, which gives a most com- 
plete, clzar, and detailed list of the many places of interest on, or in connection with, 
their various lines of railway. A most admirable train service has also just been in- 
augurated for the summer months, and very elaborate and especially good arrange- 
ments made forthe issue of Cheap Touristand Excursion Tickets over all parts of their 
system for the convenience of the public. Fast express trains now run to and from 
Liverpool-street and Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Cromer, Hunstanton, Xc., in a little over 
three hours, and tickets are issued enabling the holders to spend Friday till Tuesday 
at either of these truly healthy and excellent seaside resorts at the moderate charge 
of 10s. third class, 15s, second class, and 20s. first class, while Fortnightly and Two- 
Monthly Tickets are likewise issued at a similar low rate, Day Tickets are also 
issued ateach of these stations, giving an exceptionally good opportunity of visiting 
the many varied and beautiful Broads and Rivers of Norfolk. A Fast Express Train 
Service is also running between London and Doncaster, vid Cambridge and the 
Cathedral cities of Ely and Lincoln, opening up a new important and most pleasant 
route to Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, Manchester, Liverpool, Hull, York, Scarboro’, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and all parts of Lancashire, Yorkshire, Scotland, &c., and 
Tourist and Excursion Tickets are issued to all the favourite seaside and inland 
towns of interest in these districts. The Company have also very greatly improved 
the service between England and the Continent, »i¢ Harwich and Rotterdam, or 
Antwerp, this route being now the best, cheapest, and the most direct of all existing 
routes, The Company’s steamers have been specially constructed for this service, 
and are among the finest running. They are fitted with all the latest accommoda- 
tion for passengers, including Dining, Smoking, and Ladies’ Saloons, separate Sleeping 
Cabins, &c., and are lighted by electricity, There are no stewards’ fees, and the 
special express trains from and to London, Doncaster, &c., and Harwich run along- 
side the steamers. Those of our readers who may be arranging a visit to the Con-- 
tinent should procure a copy of the Company’s “Illustrated Tourist’s Guide,” 
price 6d,, a capital handbook of 200 pages, illustrated in colours, which can be had 
at the Bookstalls, or direct from the Continental Office at Liverpool-street for 8d., 
post free. 





(ie SO a SS Te 





On Tuesday last, the 19th inst., Mr. J. Seigenberg, jun., had a very nice take of 
roach and dace in the river Colne, largest roach weighing 141b., and others averaging 
from that to $1b.; largest dace weighed 2lb., and others averaged from that to 4lb. 
Gross weight 191b. The water was rather clear and shallow, Mr. J. Seigenberg, 
jun., is a member of the North Eastern Angling Club, . 
SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloursd Wools 

Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Ghol. 
mondeley-Pennell,! Haq,)-For patterns, prices, aud ‘instructions for selfmeasurement, apply tg 
TB TORNSTON, 7) Lord-styeet, UIVARPOOL, a pi sittp serta Eieee 
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SCOTCH NOTES, 


ANNAN.—The recent floods will immensely benefit angling in this river for 
weeks to come, Baskets of herling and burn. trout are being taken by the 
worm in fair quantities. Herlings are small; but some fine ones are appear- 
ing in the Solway, and a big run of them is expected in the river now the water has 
settled down. _ Salmon and grilse are beginning to be more plentiful, and excellent 
sport in the higher reaches of the Annan may be confidently predicted, and, with no 
moe rain, the lower waters will afford some good fishing. The Solway net-fishers 
aie making orale of salmon,—GLoBE-TROTTER. 

TNACEALGACH, SUTHERLANDSHIRE, N.B, (Altnacealgach Hotel).—July 11th: 
Messrs. Beith and;Millar, of Edinburgh, Loch Cama, ninety five ee S5lb. ; Senor 
‘Abaurre, <ipqeutee Cama, thirty-onetrout,8lb. July 12th ; Messrs, Beithand Millar, 
Loch Veyatie, thirty-one trout, 1141b. ; Senor Abaurre, Loch Ailsh, forty-six trout, 151b, 
July 13th : Messrs. Beith and Millar, Loch Ailsh, one hundred trout, 3331b.; Senor 
Abaurre, Loch Cama, fifty-four trout, 15lb, July 14th: Messrs, Beith and Millar, 
Loch Awe, forty-nine trout, 1241b. ; Senor Abaurre, Loch Urigall, forty-six trout 
10lb, July 15th: Messrs. Beith and Millar, Loch Urigall, ninety-seven trout, 2041b., } 
fete = ae ere erutie, thirty-six trout, 8lb. July 16th: Messrs. Beith and 

illar, Loch Cama, thirty-nine trout, 124lb,; Senor A i + 
pert it a eae iene Sak yi Me aes 

SsyNT Locus, LocHINVER.—The following are the takes since last report : Jul 
11th, Loch Beannoch, Mr, Champion, 72 trout: 131, ; Loch Fewn, Captain Hhisieinis 
64 trout, 171b, ; Mr. Spencer, 54 trout, 1141b. ; Little Beannoch, 58 trout, 151b. ; Loch 
Tuire, Mr, Attwood Mathews, 32 trout, 53lb. 12th, Loch Fewn, Mr. Webster, 36 
trout, 931b.; Mr. Champion, 51 trout, 171b. 13th, Loch Fewn, Capt. Erskine, 50 
trout, 121b. ; Mr. Spencer, 30 trout, 8lb.; Loch Culag, Mr. Webster, 18 trout, 61b. ; 
River Kirkaig, General Irvine, 1 sea-trout, 4b. 14th, River Kirkaig, Mr. Champion, 
1 salmon, 71b.,and 1 trout, 241b. ; Loch Beannoch, Mr. Adams Wright, 80 trout, 151b. ; 
Loch Fewn, Mr, Webster, 42 trout, 91b,; Messrs. Mackenzie and Boveill, 32 trout, 
11}1b. ; The Hinds Loch, Messrs, Mann and Gordon, 58 trout, 141b. 15th, Loch, 
Beannoch, Mr, Adams Wright, 127 trout, 31lb. ; Loch Assynt, Mr. Champion, 
1 Salmo ferow, 71b. ; Mr. Webster, 41 trout, 15lb.; Culag Loch, 23 hours’ fishing, 
Mr. Mackay, 21 trout, 7%lb. ; Loch Crocach, Messrs. Mackenzie and Boveill, 54 trout, 
1llb.; Loch Fewn, Capt. Erskine, 54, 16lb. ; Mr. Spencer, 41 trout, 91b, 16th, Loch 
Assynt, Messrs, Mackenzie and Boveill, 32 trout, 11lb.; Loch Fewn, Mr. Adams 
Wright, 50 trout, 15lb. ; Loch Veyattie, Messrs, Mann (27), Gordon (21),and Mackay 
(48), 96 trout, 31lb, Sea-fishing: Mr. Hawkins and friend, 501b. cod, ling, and 
lythe ; Mr. Allport, 80lb. lythe; Mr. Spencer, 1 cod, 12lb., and 10lb. lythe and 

lounders, Lower Tnver, 16th, Mr, Young, 1 salmon, 8}lb, The Inver is now fishable, 
owing to the recent rains, but the Kirkaig is still low, yet considerably inoreased in 
volume, compared with the two previous weeks, Rain fell daily during the past 
week, but in July evaporation is quick, so that increase is immaterial in the lowest 





of along chainfof lochs. Trout were rather sleepy, and the baskets made were not 


up to the average in corresponding week last year. The light was bad, and the air 
highly electrified, hence the light baskets.—A NoRTHERN PISCATOR, 

DUMYFRIESSHIRE,—All our rivers have improved considerably during the past 
week and are still rising, Some grand sport is to be had on the Annan, near Wam- 
phray and Moffat, while I hear favourable accounts from the Annan, both in its 
upper and lower reaches. The Nith is being fished regularly, and I am glad to be 
able to announce that salmon tickets for General Johnston’s waters are now to be 
issued. Several anglers have tried the Cairn and the upper reaches of the Nith 
with satisfactory results. To-day (Thursday) quite an army of anglers are out in 
all directions, The Stewart tackle is generally adopted, though the worm in certain 
waters is doing excellent service. Sea-troutand grilseare in fine condition, I have 
seen some from the Esk (Langholm) which are perfect. beauties.—B. 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—The continued drought which fora time nearly dried 
up the Esk and its numerous tributaries has at last been wiped out by a substantial 
downpour of rain, and the river is now in tip-top condition for angling purposes, 
A good old-fashioned flood was the result of the rainfall, and a number of sea-trout 
were taken in the Canonbie and Longtown waters; but the greatest hauls were 
secured in the Langholm district. Amongst the successful anglers may be men- 
tioned Mr. Walter Clark, who had four sea-trout, Mr. J. Laidlaw, Mr. W. Little, 
and Mr. Alex. Johnstone, two each, and Mr. T. Morrison, five, averaging close on 
2lb, During the early part of last week while the flood was nearly at its height, a 
number of enthusiastic anglers tried the bait with but indifferent success, principally 
owing to the quantity of wreckage which was being hurried down the river, The 


_ water is now thoroughly clean, and first-class sport is anticipated. On Saturday, 
_ Mr. C, Byers had three sea-trout, one whiting, and five dozen yellow trout, while 


Mr. Urquhart landed three sea-trout and a number of yellow trout in the Lang- 
holm water. Ever since the welcome flood cleared out the bed of the Esk and swept 
the vegetable growth from its many feeders, baskets of two and three dozen yellow 


_ trout in fine condition are now considered a fair morning’s fishing, While the 


severe drought was at its height the sea-trout could be seen huddled together in 
great numbers in the best sheltered pools in the lower reaches, The river is now 
well stocked both with trout and whiting. Salmon are also rising in the Canonbie 
and Longtown waters.—GLOBE-TROTTER, 

FORSINARD, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Forsinard Hotel).—The following baskets were 
made by gentlemen out from this hotel during last week :—Dr. Williamson 80 
trout, and Mr. Cook 60 on Monday ; and on Tuesday, Dr, Williamson 4 and Mr. Cook 
10 trout. On Wednesday, Mr, Lindsay 17, Mr. Cook 36, and Dr. Williamson 57 trout 
and a salmon, weighing 91b., on trout tackle, on Baddanloch. This fish took Dr, 
‘Williamson one hour to land, and is the first salmon known to be taken on this loch 
with trout fly ; the salmon are sometimes got by trolling. On Thursday, Mr, Cook 
ibe Dr. Williamson 4,and Mr. Henderson 7 trout. On Friday, Mr. Henderson 25, 
Dr. Williamson 60, Mr. Cook 51. On Saturday, Mr. Henderson 45, Mr. Hector 30, 
Mr. Cook 42, and Dr. Williamson one trout, weighing 2lb., on Loch Jubilee ; this is 
the loch on which the hotel-keeper placed the Loch Leven yearlings in April last, and 
noticed in our columns at the time. We are now glad to say that they are doing 
‘well, and will ina year or two prove a great attraction to this already-renowned 
trout-fishing centre. 

(fZLocu Ericur (DALWHINNIE).—On Saturday, Mr. Moore had 171d. and two Servo, 
one weighing 321b. and another 43lb. Several other anglers were out and made 
baskets ranging from 33lb. te 91b. On Monday, Mr, Harris, Dundee, killed a Salmo 
Serox weighing 431b., and one dozen yellow trout; Mr. Gordon, W.S., Edinburgh, 
chad also a ferox of 2#1b., and a trout weighing 141b., and six smaller ones. He had 
also an experience witha large ferow ; but it ultimately broke away after being several 
‘times within a few feet of the boat. Mr. Tod Sterling captured 83lb., and Mr, 
Thomson Sterling had a basket of 9lb. trout. Mr. Tod, on Tuesday, killed 91b. On 
Wednesday, Mr. Harris, Dundee, killed two JSerox, weighing 2lb. each, and 44l1b, 
of trout. Mr, Moore, Bombay, had 291b. of trout, seven of which weighed 61b.; 
Mrs, Gordon, Edinburgh, had thirty-six trout, and Mr. Todd had 431b,—W, YOUNG 
Pitlochry, ‘ 

LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel).—On No, 2 Loch, July 15th, Messrs. 
Bamford and Robertson, fifty-eight trout, 16lb. July 16th, Messrs. Crellin and 
Williams, forty trout, 12lb,; and Messrs, Heygate and Chandler, fishing Loch 
Garbet, had three grilse, 1441b., and three sea-trout. On the 18th inst., Mr. Maitland, 
on Loch Inchard, had thirteen cod, weighing 2231b. each ; and Messrs. Bamford, 
Crellin, and Williams had twenty lythe, weighing 801b, Mr. Murdoch, fishing No. 2 
Loch, had forty trout, 141b._ W. WALLACE. 

Locu Surin, &c. (Larrea, SUTHERLAND).—The weather during the past week has 
been dry and clear, On some days there was distant thunder, and, as a rule, angling 
is not so good on such days. In the beginning of the week the wind was high ; but 
on Tuesday it blew quite a gale. The takes were hardly so good for these reasons 


~ last.week, The following are a few of the baskets made by visitors at Lairg Hotel : 


thd uly, on Loch Beannoch, Mr, Pullar, eleven trout, 111b,; Mr, Grover, seven 
trout, lb, {2th July, on Loch Crakeil, Mr. Pullar, twelve trout, 541b, ; Mr, Grover, 


ten trout, 441b. 14th July, Mr. Pullar, fourteen trout, 7lb.; Mr. Rollo, ten trout, 
5lb. 15th July, on Loch-nam-Fuarleachd, Mr. Pullar, forty trout, 21lb. ; Mr. Rollo, 
thirty-four trout, 144lb, This loch, owing to its being about nine miles from Lairg, 
and there being no path to it fora great part of the way, is seldom fished. It has, 
however, been always reported as producing very heavy trout, and that splendid 
baskets have been taken. The long walk over rough and broken ground to reach it 
prevents anglers from taking advantage of it. On 12th July, on Loch Shin, Mr. 
Rollo, twenty-two trout, 731b. 15th July, on Loch Beannoch, Mr. Pullar, six trout, 
4}1b, ; Mr, Rollo, three trout, 3lb. 16th July, on river Shin, Mr. Parker, grilse, 71b. ; 
on Loch Beannoch, Messrs, Pullar and Rollo had good takes ; on Loch Shin, Mr. Cope- 
land, twelve trout ; Messrs. Carloys had a fair basket in afew hours. 18th July, on 
river Shin, Mr, Pullar, sixty trout, 18lb. ; Loch Shin, Mr. Copeland, seven trout, 29]b. ; 
Loch Shin, Mr. Snell, twenty-eight trout, 124lb. ; Loch Shin, Messrs, Carloys, forty- 
three trout, 18lb. 19th July, Loch Shin, Mr. Pullar, twenty-eight trout, 1341b. ; 
Loch Shin, Mr. Rollo, twenty-eight trout, 13lb. ; Loch Shin, Mr. Copeland, six trout, 
5lb. ; Loch Shin, Mr, Snell, nine trout, 431b.; Loch Shin, Messrs. Carloys, eleven 
trout, blb. 20th July, Loch Shin, Mr. Copeland, fifteen trout, 541b. ; river Shin, 
Messrs. Pullar and Rollo, forty-eight trout, 15lb.; Loch Beannoch, Mr. Snell, six 
trout, 35lb. ; Loch Shin, Messrs. Carloys, twenty trout, 61b.—D. CAMPBELL. 

LocH RANNOCH (Dunalastair Hotel, Kinloch, Rannoch.)—The following baskets 
were obtained by anglers staying at Dunalastair Hotel :—July 18, Mr, B. Fleming 
and Rey. B. Baird, Glasgow, three dozen trout; Dr. Sharkey, London, two dozen ; 
Mr, Clutton, London, one anda half dozen; Messrs. Moffatt, Edinborough, two and 
a half dozen; Mr, O’Hanlon, Manchester, three dozen. July 19, Mr. O’Hanlon, 
Manchester, four dozen ; Dr. Sharkey, London, three dozen ; Mr. Clutton, London, 
two dozen ; Rey. Dr. Holden, Stamford Rivers, two dozen; Master Holden, Stam- 
ford Rivers, one and a half dozen ; Mr. Miller, Newcastle, one dozen. July 20, Mr. 
O’Hanlon, loch, four anda half dozen ; Mr. O'Hanlon, jun., loch, two dozen; Mr. 
Moffatt, on river, three dozen, one weighing 3lb, : 

LocH RANNocH (Bunn-Rannoch Hotel).—Mr, Allen, on Tuesday, killed a ferox 
of 41b., and several other good trout; Mr, Hickman had twenty-eight fine trout ; 
Messrs. Dare and Tynum, London, had a trout weighing 71b— YounG PrrLocury. 

Locu Awsz.—Mr, Arthur, of Glasgow, killed three salmon on Monday, and Mr. 
Rolli one on Tuesday, ali with fly ; but the loch still continues too low for successful 
salmon-fishing, Messrs. Rolli, Maorojane, Scott, Howard, and Tod, fishing from the 
Taycreggan Hotel, have had good baskets of trout on the hill-lochs, Mr. Rolli has 
an killed a lot more heavy pike on Loch Tromlie,x—A, Munro, Taycreggan Hotel, 

uly 19th. 

ie TAY (KILLIN Hore..)—On the 14th inst. the Killin Angling Club held a 
competition ; six competitors had 201b. trout. 1st prize, Mr. Kiver; 2nd., Mr. M. 
Martin ; 3rd, Mr. McDiarmid, On the 15th, Mr. O'Hanlon, Manchester, 5lb. ; 16th 
8lb. On the 16th, Killin and Callander held a competition ; the day was very un- 
favourable, 13lb. being got.—A. STUART. 

PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—The sport during the past 
week has been excellent, the heaviest baskets of the season having been got. The 
parties out were Messrs. H. Penman, Marple, Cheshire; T. K. Stolterfoht, W. B. 
Bateson, and Campbell Clay, Liverpool ; Cooper Brown, Norwich ; Thomas Fergus- 
son, W. M. Wilson, J. M. Steele,and M. Hunter and party, Glasgow ; Frank D. Hick- 
man, London ; and F. H. Barker, Chester. Total catch of trout for week, 1,321, 

[What do the trout average in weight ?—ED. | 

SUTHERLAND (Melvich Hotel).—Angling in this district still continues very 
successful, and visitors at the above hotel had some very good baskets of trout. The 
rain which fell in the end of last week has put the lochs into very good condition, 
and made the best trout quite keen. The following are some of the takes :—General 
Rankin, 16 trout, 101b.; Mr. Henderson, 20 trout, 91b.; Dr. Dobie, 25 trout, 91b., on 
the 13th. On the 14th, General Rankin had 14 trout, 8lb. On the 15th, the same 
gentleman had 18 trout, 7lb.; Dr. Dobie, 24 trout, 10lb. On the 16th, General 
Rankin had 30 trout, 15lb.; on the 18th, 21 trout, 101b.; on the 19th, 20 trout, 10lb. 
On Lochs Scye and Shurrery, which are now attached to Reay Hotel, there have 
been excellent takes, and the quality of the trout is of the best. On the 16th, Dr. 
Dobie fished Loch Scye and had 12 trout, 111b. 

Spry.—Theangling prospects on the river Spey haye slightly fallen from that of the 
previous week, The river has gone back to herformerlevel. Trouting, however, is 
not a spiritless affair, as some very good takes have lately been recorded. Wading 
is an essential thing in order to get sport. On the afternoon of Wednesday last, 
while trouting opposite the village of Aberlour, and, in order to successfully fish 
two pools, I went through the river, To my surprise, I afterwards found out that 
Mr. John Hall, lessee of the Nester Elchies water, was inquiring as to who the 
angler was. This sort of thing has lately been creeping up. Butif Mr, Hall ever 
intended to stop trouting on any part of the Spey he ought to have lived centuries 
ago,—ANGLER, 

TongurE HOTEL (SUTHERLANDSHIRE). — Notwithstanding the long-continued 
drought and the consequent brightness of the sky, the baskets made on the surround- 
ing lochs were, at least, up to the average of former years, and the change of weather 
which took place on the 7th inst, has been already followed by favourable results. 
The following are a few of the takes for the last fortnight: June 30, on Loch 
Craggy, two rods, 3llb. brown trout; June 30, on Kyle of Tongue, Mr, Bevan, 81b. 
sea-trout ; Julylst,on Loch Craggy, Mr. Bevan, 20lb. brown trout, heaviest fish, 
2lb. ; July 2, on Loch Craggy, one rod, 91b. brown trout; July 4, on Loyal, one rod, 
16lb, brown trout; July 4,on Kyle, Mr. Watts, 11lb. sea trout, heaviest fish, 3lb. ; 
July 5,0on Kyle, Mr. Copeland, 171b. sea-trout ; July 6, on Craggy, two rods, 191b. 
brown trout; July 6, on Kyle, Mr. Copeland, 51b, sea-trout ; July 8, on Loyal, Mr. 
Watts, 16$1b. brown trout ; July 9,on Craggy, Dr. Taylor, 161b. brown trout, heaviest 
fish, 2lb.; July 9, deep sea, Mr. Watts, 901b. gurnet and flounders ; July 11, on Kyle, 
Dr. Taylor, 13lb., sea-trout, heaviest fish, 3lb.; July 11, on Kyle, Mr. Williams, 111b. 
sea-trout, heaviest fish, 3lb., and a bass of 6lb. ; July 11, on Loch Slum, Mr. Watts, 
1zlb. brown trout; July 12, on Kyle, Mr. Watts, 13lb. sea-trout, heaviest fish, 21b. ; 
July 12, on Craggy, Dr. Taylor, 8lb., brown trout, heaviest fish, 3lb.; July 12, on 
Craggy, Mr. Williams, 91b. brown trout ; July 15, on Kyle, Mr. Murdoch, two trout, 
441b.; July 13,0n Kyle, Dr. Taylor, 141b, sea-trout, heaviest fish, 41b. ; July 13, on 
Kyle, Mr. Williams, 71b, sea-trout, heaviest fish, 3lb.; July 13, on Craggy, Mr. Mur- 
doch, 91b. brown trout ; July 14, on Loyal, Mr. Bourne, 11lb. brown trout; July 14, 
on Holm, Mr. Murdoch, ninetrout. Since thesevere thunderstorm on the 13th, the 
weather has been rather cold, and black squalls have had a bad effect. A deal of 
rain has fallen. The lochs are now full—as fullas necessary —and, with settled 
weather, the sport should be even better than it was before the change.—A, CAMP- 
BELL, July 15, 











IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LouGH M&LVIN.—Since my last report rain has fallen heavily at 
intervals, and on Wednesday a very severe thunderstorm took place; at times the 
river was a good deal discoloured. This put anglers at a disadvantage ; still, con- 
sidering everything, sport was very fair. The following are the particulars for the 
past week :—Mr,. E, P. Bates, on Monday, one grilse, 7lb.; Tuesday, one salmon, 
15lb., and a grilse of 8lb.; Wednesday, one salmon, 10lb.; Friday, one grilse, 71b. 
Captain Fullerton, on Monday, one salmon, 15lb., and three grilse, 8, 6, and 531b. ; 
Tuesday, one grilse, 4lb.; Wednesday, three grilse, 6, 5, and 4lb.; Saturday, one 
grilse, 5lb, Mr. B. Heywood, on Monday, one salmon, 91b., and a grilse of 61b. ; 
Tuesday, one salmon, 91b., and a grilse 5$1b.; Thursday, one grilse, 6lb. Mr, H. 
Simmonds, on Monday, two salmon, 17 and 141b., and a grilse, 6lb,; Wednesday, one 
salmon, 18lb, General Beresford, on Tuesday, one salmon, 121b., and a grilse 71b. ; 
Wednesday, one grilse, 64lb.; Thursday, one salmon, 114lb,, and a grilse 7}lb, Mr. 
Hodgson, on Tuesday, one grilse, 71b. ; Thursday, one salmon, 12lb., and a grilse of 
7lb. ; Friday, one salmon, 1031b, Trout-fishing on the Melvin is now very good,— 
M, Rogan, ron., Ballyshannon, co, Donegal, July 20th, 
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THE NEW “ACME LINES 


izeiifoxax ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 





FISHER 
AWARDS, 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 





SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY PO8T 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


Jury 23, 1887. 




















On receiving sample lengths, I put the 


ends under astrong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 


fly-fishing (No.0). This was two seasons ago, 
best lines I ever had,” 


I have used both lines hard ever since, 


and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, ‘They are in short, the 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“T have used the ImpRovED ‘ACME’ Ling last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAV# GOT HOLD OF AN Al 


LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—May, 1885. 


Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent *‘ Whiplash” 


“ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 
Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us. 


With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 3d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price in the market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s. 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 





IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus saperior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb, dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 


For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). 
Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIKS, 


“ T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook,”—From the FISHING GAZETTE 


however, it is good lure. 


September, 1886. 





Position of Hooks as Outline when viewed 


seen from Wing from beneath, when on 
Points. water. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, 


For Dropper Flies, 
Price 2d. per yard. 





“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W. H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 


Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s, per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and_over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
Wholesale Lists (to the Trade only), 2 stamps. 





Mr. Salmon Backhouses New Trout Fly-Book. 


INTERCHANGEABLE FRAMED FELT LEAVES, 
“The advantages claimed for this book we must candidly say it possesses.” —FISHING GAZETTR. 
‘A long way the best thing of its kind in the market.”—Mr. T. E. PRITT, Author of “ North 
Country Trout Flies,” &c. 





I have much pleasure in informing my customers that I 
have succeeded in securing the Sole Agency for this MOST 
PERFECT Fly-Book, the merits of which were fully tested by 
constant use during last season. 

1. It will carry the most delicate flies and made-up casts 
for an indefinite time without crushing them. 2. Itis equally 
suitable for flies tied on eyed-hooks, or on ordinary hooks with 
gut attached. 3. It will ho'd the flies and made-up casts 
securely when opened in a high wind. 4. It is lighter and 
more portable than ordinary fly-books, and it will not sink or 
suffer material injury if dropped into the water. 5. It facili- 
tates an orderly arrangement of flies for the different seasons, 
and also for different rivers or lakes. 6, The flies can be seen 
at a plance, and any fly abstracted without the least difficulty. 
7. It is simple in design and construction, and calculated to 
last a lifetime. 8. The frames fitting tightly together, moth 
cannot get in. 

A narrow elastic band down the centre of each page can be 
utilised for holding made-up casts. With the 7in. Book is 
supplied a cloth-covered box, containing three extra leaves ; 
and with the 6in. Book a box containing two extra leaves. 
Any quantity of extra leaves may be had if required. 

GSize 7iby 5 by 14 (with 3 leaves, and box with 3 extra leaves), price 16s. 6d., with or without addi- 
tional parchment pockets, &c. Ditto 6 by 4 by 1} (with 2 leaves, and box with two extra leaves), price 
13s. 6d., with or without additional parchment pockets, &c. This small size is specially designed for 
holding Flies on Eyed-Hooks. Any size made to order. 

SOLE AGENT (Wholesale and Retail) for the United Kingdom— 


W. J, CUMMINS, FISHING TACKLE MAKER, BISHOP AUCKLAND, 


Who has appointed for his London Agents, @. LITTLE & CO., 63, Haymarket. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
SEL iL FINEST THA the WORLD PRODUCHS, but they confine their 
Fiyp 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 


business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Teaimported. 

this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 

Le among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 

varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA, 

Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
THR 
Worr Samples post free on application to COOPHR COOPER and CO. 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.0.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 
EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. J 






































careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 


at 2s. 6d., and at 3s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 

others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 

respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 

from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 

P D Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, H.C. Branch 
Toduces Holborn, W.C., London. 





ANGLERS, OBSERVE!! 


‘““Ye Pluckie Perch’”’ 


Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle 

BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, 1s, 3d. each, Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
from 2s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each, BOTTUM and 
SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 
6s.6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greeaoheart, brazed and 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from 1s ; with adjustable check, 
5s.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINES, 8 yards, 3d, each; best,4gd. HOOKS, 
best, on gut, from 5d. dozen. FLIES, best Trout. 1s. per dozen ; to pattern, ls, 3d. dozen, 

SEND FOR PRICH LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18. 1884. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST -FREE. 


CHEVALIER, BOWNESS, and BOWNESS, 
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230, STRAND, LONDON. 

FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS. 
SALMON AND TROUT FLY DRESSERS. EXTRA CHOICE SALMON GUT. 
Very Superior Long Natural Fly Gut, Leonard’s Split-Cane Rods, Francis and 
Ronald’s Printed Fly Books, Floating Flies, Divided Wing, the New Double- 
Tapered Solid Plaited Fly Lines. Split-Cane Rods at 70s., very choice. 
CATALOGUES FREE. 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, Is, 3d, 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


E.G, 

















Jury 23, 1887. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 





EYED TROUT FLY BOX.’ 


Registered No., 44,533. 





ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR Improved Girth for 
Carrying Basket 


1887 GRATIS, and Net. 


New 
FOLDING HANDLE 
AND NET. 





JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 





FROM A “TEST” ANGLER 


AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886—To Mr. J, OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The * Multum in 


Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. 


It is light, and has such an elastic spring 


(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigue 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which Iam now fishing withit, The Keeper said to-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing with it isa 


positive luxury.”—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN’S “MULTUM in PARVO” FLY RODS. 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post, 

THSTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Fsq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 


in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite pe:fection, 


If you can make avy use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 


glad that you should do so. I am sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 





Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines ; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through, We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
eluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
Jand, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable. 


Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work.” 





















































| NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 








Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—* Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—“I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :-—“Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines, The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :— The 
Manchester Lines have three special merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 
lines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 





A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 


. 


MIXTURE. 


41b., Post free, 1s, 7d. 





JOHN MAYO & SON, 
SIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 + Putney. 
Ra ‘f Hammersmith, 
5 + Barnes, 

ood 55 ‘" Kew. 
75 i, Richmond, 
80 y Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRipG. 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, July 23 aaa aoe 3.24 “C ace 3.46 
Sunday, “c 24 me “oH 4.9 s58 4gc 4.32 
Monday, + 25 ner ace 4,55 ae eee 5.18 
Tuesday, . 26 fee nic 5.41 706 “ot 6.5 

Wednesday, " 27 S60 ide 6.30 oft se 6.56 
Thursday, 5 28 dor: ase 7.24 act see 7,52 
Friday, i" 29 “dd rey 8,23 a - 8.57 


Ga River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The river has not as yet received any benefit from the partial storms that have 
been falling in the neighbourhood, and it is as low and as bright as ever. Theonly 
angling worthy of notice is that of barbel fishing; but the local prizes of one 
pound per thousand for worms makes it rather anexpensive item. When the worms 
are more easily obtained, and that will only be when there has been a good fall of 
rain, the barbel and bream will be in considerable force, as the opinion is both these 
fish are very plentiful. The bank anglersare reported to have been in considerable 
force between Teddington Lock and Kingston late in the evening ; but there is no 
complaint of their doing anything illegal. The water in the tideway is still very 
low, but there are plenty of fish. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMOMD.—F. Brown, one day, with Mr. Park, four barbel and 10Ib. of dace, 
and a roach of 11b, ; in five other days, 40lb. Henry Mansell, in six days, twelve 
barbel, and 40lb. Job Brain, during the week, 40lb., and one barbel. Christopher 
Brown, in two days, thirteen dozen, and one barbel. 

TWICKENHAM,—J,. Dobbin, in six days, forty-six dozen of dace, and nine barbel. 
Richard Moffatt, in three days, seventeen dozen, two barbe],and a couple of bream. 
Pert Hammerton, in three days, thirty dozen, and three barbel. Hdward Finch, in 
one day and three half-days, fifteen dozen, and a couple of barbel. Samuel Cole, in 
one day and two half-days, seventeen dozen of dace and two bream. John Spong, 
in two days, twenty dozen of dace and three barbel. Henry Spiers, in four days, 
seventeen dozen, and two barbel. Richard Coxen, in one and a half days, éigtit. dozen 
of dace. George Coxen, during the week, twelve dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, twelve dozen of dace. W.McBride. 
in three days, seven bream, one jack, two barbel, fourjchub, and eleven dozen of dace, 
Bank anglers are having a bad time of it. 

Kin@ston,—John Johnson, sen., writes : “There has not been much punt fishing 
here. John Johnson, jun., has had a fair lot of dace ; but the roach are small as an 
average, I had one good evening’s sport with the dace, and for one hour and a half 
caught them fast. J. Wilkes has had two half-days, some good dace and five 
gudgeon. There were thirty-eight rods along the bank to the half-mile tree one 
evening at ten o’clock ; but little doing. The perch continue to die. I saw ten on 
the shore on Saturday evening in less than half a mile of water, both furry and 
bloated out—I should say from the heat and the quantity of insects in the water. If 
we could get some rain we should get some barbel.” E. Smith, during the 
week, has taken fifteen bream, and each day about four dozen of roach and dace. 

Hampton Wick.—G. Chamberlain has taken one barbel and a few roach and dace 
during the week. 

SurBiton.—The bank anglers have been getting a quantity of roach and dace 
each day, and a barbel of 531b, A gentleman fishing in a private punt one day got 
three dozen of roach and dace. 

HAMPTON CourT.—James Hedger, in two days, ten dozen of roach and dace 
and one perch. John Smith, in three days, six barbel and five dozen of roach and 
dace. 

SunBuRy.—Mr. Morgan, in one day, fishing with Herbert, caught seven dozen of 
roach and dace and five barbel ; Alfred Stroud, during the week, a quantity of perch, 
chub, and gudgeon, and a nice trout of 5lb,; H. Clarke, during the week, thirty 
dozen of roach and dace and ten barbel ; Edward Clarke, ten dozen of roach and dace 
and ten barbel. 

Wa.ton.—A. Lavey, the Swan Hotel fisherman, one day with Mr. Alp, for four 
hours, five bream and three dozen of roach and dace; another day, for five hours, 
with Captain Hawkins and brother, six dozen of roach and dace, and six bream ; 
another day, for three hours, with Messrs. Dew and Wellard, five dozen, and seven 
bream ; another day, with Mr. and Mrs. Kendall, twelve bream and some roach and 
dace ; and another day, for three hours, with Messrs. Alp and J. P. Wheeldon, four 
bream, and some roach and dace. John Hone, one day, four bream and six dozen of 
roach ; and another day, two dozen and six bream. 

HALLIFORD.—H. Rosewell, one day, three brace of jack ; another day, five dozen 
of roach and dace, anda jack of 9}1b.; another day, in two hours, two dozen of 
roach ; and another day, in three hours, three anda half dozen of roach and three 
bream. 

SHEPPERTON.—Mr. G. Palmer, with George Rosewell, at the Shepperton Weir, 
has caught a yery handsome trout of 7lb. loz., weighed-in at the Friendly Anglers ; 
and F’, Purdue, in one day, seven dozen of gudgeon and two brace of perch. 

WEYBRIDGE,—Herbert Ourr, in one day, ten dozen of roach and dace ; another 
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day, eight dozen and five bream ; another day, seven dozen ; and another day, in five 
hours, five dozen—all of the latter being put back again. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, in one day, four dozen of roach and six bream ; another 
day, four dozen roach and nine dozen of gudgeon ; another day, with Mr. Wastell, 
twelve dozen of roach ; and another day, with the same angler, four dozen of roach 
anda couple of bream. L, Hackett, one day, in two and a half-hours, three dozen of 
roach and dace and two bream; another day, in three hours, sixteen dozen of 
gudgeon ; another day, eight dozen ; and another day, fourteen dozen. 

LALEHAM.—Alfred Harris, in two days, thirty-eight barbel, three chub, one perch, 
and one eel. 

STAINES.—G, Osman, in one day, twenty-four dozen of gudgeon ; and another day, 
fifteen dozen, and nine brace of perch. John Keene, jun., in seven days, eighty dozen 
of roach and dace, nine barbel, and thirteen chub. E. Keene, jun., in three days, 
twenty-five dozen of roach and dace, and three barbel. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The Thames, as I write, is very bright, stale, and unfishable, quite a week’s down- 
pour being required to make anglers shake hands with themselves. I have only 
some half-dozen reports from the various up-river stations, and, although barbel, 
roach, and chub have been “gone for,” nothing seems to succeed except gudgeon- 
fishing and its attendant takes of perch In the Hurley waters lately, Mr. Street 
and piscatorial friend backed themselves for a “ Jubilee bit of gold” to catch 200 
fish (all in, weigh or not) in a fair day’s angling, the stake being lost by 25 points, 
although, towards the appointed time, gudgeon and even bleak were requisitioned 
into the service. Mr. Street tola me, however, he should have “walked in” had 
his partner not been so elated at catching some fine perch as to go on shore, go to 
sleep, and, on waking, forget the name of his “Street,” and thus lost himself—and 
the wager. In the Wargrave waters during the past week, Mr. Vokins and friend, 
of Henley, have taken 72 jack and some good perch, last jack, 7lb., all small fish 
being tenderly and “ Vokinsly” returned. Thursday evening : Weather tropical ; 
Thames bright as gin; fishing all round very poor, gudgeon and chub work best 
gport. Wet much needed by Thames anglers, and particularly so by—MARLOW 

UZZ, 

Thames (Bourne End). 

Considering the state of the river, angling has been very fair this season, espe- 
cially asregards barbel. On the 3rd inst. Mr. Lawton and Mr. Berger had a take 
of thirteen barbel weighing about 401b.; on the 10th inst. ten fish going over 30lb. ; 
and on the 17th inst. seven fish averaging about 3lb. The biggest barbel taken so 
far fell to the lot of Mr. Lawton; it weighed 8lb., and afforded capital sport. 
There have been similar takes by other anglers, one gentleman taking nine barbel 
on Saturday evening last. Prospects good, especially if we get more rain,—DAVID 
Browy, July 18. 

Thames (Caversham). 

Out three days barbel-fishing ; had some good sport ; the largest fish taken being 

84lb. Been out chub-fishing ; have caught about forty ; the largest fish being 321b. 


—W. Moss, fisherman, 
Thames (Datchet). | 

Anglers are still wonderfully scarce ; but I suppose it is owing to the reports in 
the papers saying the fish are dead off the feed. I am happy to be able to contradict 
it; the barbelare biting as well as they ever will bite, and it will be the angler’s 
fault entirely if he fails to catch fish. My best day this week, 301b. of barbel, and 
that not a very long day, from ten in the morning till six in the evening. Have 
had-the misfortune to lose a very large barbel this week, 12lb. or 141b. He collared 
a large dace that got on the ledger. I live in hope of feeling him again. Dace and 
gudgeon well on the feed.—G, LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Goring). 


On Thursday the water was very low and clear. We had a good water here on 
Sunday and Monday ; but now the water has gone on again, perch have been taking 
very fairly. I have been out two days this week, and got two dozen of very good 
perl four jack, and a lot of gudgeon. A lot of rain is wanted before we get good 

shing.—JOHN RUSH. 
Thames (Windsor). 

Considering dryness of the weather and low state of the river, itit surprising that 
any sport is had by anglers, though when low barbel and gudgeon pack well. Chub 
get under cover, and are perhaps the easiest fish to catch under such circumstances. 
A few barbel have been taken during the week with greayes; also chub. Of the 
latter, Messrs, Thomas and Day, on the 15th inst., had three dozen sizeable fish. I 
have also seen some excellent roach taken by Mr. Ogilwy, of Windsor, and Mr, 
Harbard, of Eton, paste-fishing during the evenings. Gudgeon are coming on fairly 
well, the first catch of any note being eight dozen to two rods by Messrs. Wright, of 
Windsor. Mr. Paice, of Eton Wick, on the evening of the 14th inst., had a nice 
little trout of 2lb. 130z., and seven eels, largest 21b. 14oz, Jack are being had, but 
small, Mr. Herbert, of Windsor, fishing in the evenings only, 14th and 15th inst., 
had eight, largest 41b, Ifa good fall of rain soon, sport will be had amongst barbel, 
which are very plentiful_—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 








Ancholme (Caistor). 

Nice rains have fallen during the past week, and sport has been very good, Two 
Hull clubs have recently had matches at Brigg, and the total weight of fish taken 
was nearly 1501b. and 2001b, During the past week one angler had 2st of bream. 
Another angler in the morning took 2st. 8lb. Mr. Wood, in one day, 3st. 35lb. of 
bream ; another fisherman 13lb. of roach and 91b. of bream. Large numbers of 
anglers are out in the evenings, and most are well rewarded. Potatoes and paste 
are still the best baits—THomaAs Forp. 

Bure (Wroxham). 

Some capital sport amongst the roach, bream, and jack have been had here this 
part week, any number of small roach and large, of pretty rudd, being caught by 
nearly all. Bream have not bitten so well ; but in some instances good takes are re- 
ported. Lower down, at Horning and Ranworth, sport has been good, whilst at 
Acle large bream have rewarded ye patient anglers, some weighing 41b. and upwards, 
Host Rose informs me that for some weeks past sport has been good at Wroxham. 
Hosts Jimpson and Whittaker are now very busy with yachtsmen and anglers ; 
opposite, Mr. Loynes has his hands full, and experiences difficulty in supplying boats 
for his numerous patrons. The glorious weather we have been enjoying has set 
everyone going atall the riverside inns. There seems no prospect of rain; buta 
continuance of this hot weather, which is tempered by an east wind,—RoBERt 
MOLL. 


Brue. 

During the past week the sport here amongst the roach and dace has been bey ond 
allexpectation. The members of the Highbridge Angling Association have been 
bringing in baskets of 12]b. to 151b. weight as the result of a couple of hours’ fishing 
in the evening. The roach are averaging 11b. each in nearly all cases, and are in very 
good condition ; in fact, this river isnotedas an “early ” one for the fish spawning. 
Isaw a basket of 47 roach and dace, caught by Mr, H. Hoskins, last Wednesday even- 
ing, weight 22lb. 50z, Anglers intending to visit this river had better do so early, as 
there is a uniform depth of 6ft. or 7ft. of water ; but, owing to repairs to Bason 
Bridge, I hear the doors are to be opened soon.—J. Brown, Water Bailiff. 

-Bala Lake (North Wales). 

The rivers in this neighbourhood have not been so low for many years, and trout- 
fishing has consequently been very bad; the only chance at present is late in the 
evening, Anglers are anxiously waiting for rain with the expectation that salmon 
will run up. The lake has been affording some excellent sport during this hot 
weather, The perch have been better on the feed this season than for many years ; 
some splendid baskets have been made, The quality of the perch out of this lake is 
yell known, A large number haye been taken from 1b, to 14lb, in weight, Some 


yery good roach have been taken while perch-fishing. The lake contains some good 
roach, but, strange to say, very few ever do any roach-fishing. Asa proof of their 
being roach, a young fisherman, while perch-fishing with a worm, took a good roach 
of over 2lb. The pike have been doing fairly well during the last week, Harly morn- 
ing seems to be the best time. Nothing very large has yet been taken, but a great 
number averaging from 4lb. to 6lb. Mr. W. Owen, of the White Lion Hotel, while 
trolling for pike last Monday, hooked something supposed to be an enormous pike, 
but after a long struggle it turned out to bea monster eel, such that has not been 
caught for several years; weight 5lb. loz., length 39in,, girth 103in, It gave splendid 
play on a Phantom.—GWYNEAD, 
Chichester. 


Once rushing streams are trickling brooklets now, and in many cases the brooklet 
is quite dried up, leaving fishless pools. I hear of an instance in East Sussex where 
trout were laded out with buckets, I have taken many a brace from the same 
stream in seasons past, when the water in the pools was 4ft. andthe average channel 2ft. 
in depth. The rivers require rain badly ; yet from Selham I hear of some excellent 
roach and dace being landed on Saturday, several fish scaling over 1lb, The L.B, 
and §.C, Railway are running cheap trains for Sunday at 3s. 6d. return. The Rother, 
at Selham, will well repay a visit. In the tidal waters of the Adur and Arun some 
good roach haye.come to hand, and in the upper waters of the Ouse some heavy fish 
are reported. Chichester Canal is in good order, bream arid roach feeding well. 
The largest bream I have seen at Chichester was hooked in the basin on Tuesday ; 
but after some minutes’ play broke the hook below the barb and escaped. Bass and 
eels are taking freely in the harbour, On the coast some large bass have been secured. 
Weather still fine ; wind, Nor-EHast.—GrorGE F, SALTER, 


: Dove and its Tributaries. 
The absence of rain for over a month and the extremely hot spell of weather has 


had a bad effect on fish in some of the Midland streams. We hear from Matlock 
Bridge of many fish dying at latter end of last week, this owing either to the 
heated state of the water, or from the combined action of tropical heat with a Jow 
and polluted state of the river. Hereabouts we have nothing to report of this 
nature, if we except small shallow ponds in exposed positions, and at considerable 
elevation. We hear of fish dying in an odd instance or two—boiled alive is the true 
verdict in the cases referred to. The temperature of the Dove is always very low 
and the action of the sun has not committed any havoc. Down by Tutbury we 
have heard of a few dead grigling being found ; but these were apparently diseased, 
and therefore, owe their death to a different cause. We have had cloudy weather 
these last few days, with occasional slight showers ; these have merely painted the 
grass, and that only. The air is pregnant with promise of better things. A few 
fish have been taken in the evening, when the fish rise occasionally ; the Caterpillar 
has proved the best killer, A dish of four brace, each fish averaging 1lb. were 
taken on Saturday with the Caterpillar, the same angler taking a few brace with 
the “ Pearl” bait on Monday at Sturston mill on the Henmore Brook. Owing to 
the low and clear state of the water very many fish were missed.—FOsTER BROs,, 
Ashbourne. 

The weather continues bright, and the river is, in consequence, very low and clear, 
Beyond a thunder shower or two we have had no rain lately. During the evening 
rise—i.e., after sunset, some few bags have been made with the Golden Dun, Red 
Spinner, and at twilight with the double-hooked red caterpillar, This in Dovedale, 
on most lengths of the river where any attempt to wet a line, A few brace have 
been landed at the same time and with the same flies. We have had occasional 
cloudy days with wind favourable to rain, but it has been all promise and no per- 
formance. Two men were committed for trial at Derby the other day, on the charge 
of poisoning fish on Lord Scarsdale’s length of the Brail stream, which drains a 
valley midway between Ashbourne and Derby.—FosTER Bros., Ashbourne, 


Derwent (Ambergate). 


Little angling has been done here during the week, owing to the excessive heat, 
except in the evening after sunset, when the small duns sail down the river by 
myriads, and grayling, trout, and dace rise very freely to them, but are not easily 
caught with an artificial. A few trout and grayling have been taken at What- 
standwell, by Mr. J. Musgrave, Mr. G. J. Eaton, and Mr. Allfrey ; the former had a 
splendid trout of 2lb., amongst others, all taken with the fly. Beyond these, nothing 
of importance has been done, angling is nearly at a standstill, few caring to venture 
out under the present circumstances, which only means either being par-baked by 
the sun or worried by flies. The flies on at present are the Black and Quill Gnats, 
Wren-tail,and Cinnamon fly, Weather very hot, and no visible signs of a change.— 


AMBER DUN. 
Esk (Cumberland). 

With the recent rains this river, which has been low since the middle of April , 
was slightly swollen on Monday, but quite suitable for fly-fishing, and in both the 
lower reaches at Cannonbie and Longtown, and in the upper reaches near Lang- 
holm, some excellent sport was had. Amongst the takes in the upper reaches on 
Monday Mr. Walter Clark had four sea-trout, Mr. Thomas Morrison landed five, and 
several had two. The weights were, on the average, from 11b. to 2lb, On Tuesday, 
when the water was smaller, Mr. Morrison was again successful in landing five sea- 
trout with the fly. Rain fell heavily on Tuesday night, and on Wednesday after- 
noon a large number of anglers were out with the bait, but sport was not so good as 
was expected, as the water was too dirty. Baskets of two and three dozen yellow 
trout were being had in the tributaries of the Hsk. ; 


Esk (Whitby). 


The river continues very low, notwithstanding the several showers of rain which 
have fallen. In some of the becksa few of the local anglers have been fishing with 
the worm, but the takes of trout were extremely moderate. In fact, the river is 
not worth fishing in, and nothing will be done until we have a few days’ continuous 
rain,—J. J. J. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing.—The catches of soles and plaice during the past week have been’ 
fairly good. The boats have landed from 501b. to 601b. soles and from 70lb, to 
1001b. plaice of a day. In small pleasure-boats amateurs have had good sport 
ground-fishing with hook and line. There have been splendid catches of tamlyn, 
pollack, and whiting pout. Mr. Gratte on Wednesday hooked a fine plaice weighing 
fully 51b., alsoa good string of tamlyn and pout. Fishing on the pier and jetties 
at present is not much in favour with amateurs, as more plentiful sport is found at 
sea insmall fishing craft, Weather clear and fine, Wind E.N.H,—EH. Comer, 

Idle (Notts). : 

For the last month there has been comparatively little done on this stream. The 
lowness and clearness of the water has prevented sport among the trout and grayling 
with the fly, and bottom-fishers have been disinclined to try their luck because of 
the heat. Only in the early morning and late evening has sport been possible, Still, 
the few showers we have had has been stirring up the fish, and among the best 
takes I hear of were eight brace of trout by two Retford anglers last Thursday at 
Elkesley, taken with the fly. Odd grayling and a few dace have also been taken 
with the fly during the last few days; but grayling are rather scarce as yet. 
Bottom-fishing has been carried on about Mattersey with more or less success. Hels 
are very plentiful, and some good baskets are’ mentioned,—L. 

. Lake District. ; ryt 

Thursday Night.—Although we have had a fair quantity of rain the streams are 
again low, and only night-fishing prevails. In the logged waters, with winged flies, 
some good takes have been had in this way. The sea-fish are waiting to run, but 
capnot do so in any quantity for want of water. The char in Windermere have risen, 
and the takes are again good. Poaching and poisoning still prevails, in spite of the 
severity of the sentence by the magistrates. The. Arnside nets, as well as those of 
Levens, are having good baskets daily, though fishing‘fimes are restricted on account 
of water, Inthe Kent, Messrs. H. Mann had 16 fish upor three occasions, among 
which wasa splendid one; Mr, R, Garnett 7, and Mr. J, Whitehead 7 In the Sprint, 
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oMri-H. Beadle had 22 trout; Mr. R. Park, 17 in Hutton Beck, and 15 in the Mint. 
-The tributaries of the Kent swarm with fish, though they may suffer if the drought 
!econtinues, Rain will not only bring timely relief, but will effectually stop the de- 
plorations of the poachers,—HPHEMER A. 
iSive ; Lea (Tottenham). 
vo The Lea is lower at the present time than ever I remember to have seen it; but 
“in spite of this great drawback fair sport may be obtained. The roach are now on 
tthe surface, and with the fly, either whipping or daping, good sport can be had, I 
¢ took on Wednesday two dozen good roach (whipping), and had I beenso inclined 
: could have doubled that number. Bottom-fishers continue to meet with success in 
‘the Copper Mill stream. Mr. Creffield got over three dozen one day, and several 
‘others got from one to two dozen each. A fine eel weighing 3lb. was taken by Mr. 
Denny, sniggling, on Saturday last—HAcKLES RED, 
edt Leicester, 
oo A return of the almost tropical weather has again interfered with sport, and a lot 
of rain is greatly needed to clear the brooks in this part of the country, which are 
~now extremely low. In the waters of the Leicester Angling Society sport has not 
“been altogether unprofitable, and from present appearances some good roach fishing 
may be confidently anticipated. From the West Bridge part of the preserves 
© Messrs. Broadhead, Brown, and Payne have been averaging from 6lb. to 10lb. of 
roach per rod. Mr. W, Smith also had a brace of pike from this pond, the largest of 
‘which was 5lb. The Aylestone waters have also received a fair amount of support, 
and tlre best fishing here has been with the pike, roach and chub, Messrs. T. Condon 
‘and Burrows each showing some fine roach over 1lb. Chub fishing has been chiefly 
‘confined to the evening, and the bumble-bee has proved a most attractive bait. The 
“wind has been very changeable throughout the week, Waters low, and there is 
very little stream.— ALERT. 


seer Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


sib ¢ 
». I gave you a report last week of a very fine take of tench, and I am pleased to say 
_ we have a much larger one to record this week, which does not apply alone to tench, 
-for the roach and chub have been feeding freely. Mr. Short, of Barking-road, fished 
there yesterday, and landed, in six hours, 96lb. of tench, one perch, Ilb. 80z. He 
intends staying the week, and should the fish feed as they are feeding, such a take 
will be the largest on record. Mr, Hodges, of Dalston, is staying here, and he has 
had excellent good luck, This morning by 8 o’clock he had a very handsome take 
-of roach—some very fiae fish, and whilst landing a roach a jack seized the roach; 
+ but.the hook fastened in the jack, and I must say with great skill he landed the 
_jack, which weighed 5lb,, and himself and friend, Mr. Deacon, caught some nice 
roach and dace; but his time being limited, he was obliged to return to town, 
although the take he had in so short a Er] was very good,—A, C, CRITCHFIELD, 
Mole. 

The Esher and Claremont subscription fishery now rented by members of the 
‘Brunswick Piscatorial Society was well patronised on the 16th and 17th inst., some 
tivo dozen anglers representing various clubs very wisely taking advantage of the 

“opportunity to fish a water well-stocked with a variety of exc2ptionally large fish, 
_About one-half of the piscators came down by the 11.20 and 12 o’clock trains on 
“Saturday night, and the majority of these had fairly good takes, especially of bream. 
- Que party (a member I think, of a new club called the Golden Carp), had eight or 
_nine fish, the largest about 431lb.; Mr. George Salisbury (Brunswick), four bream, 
total weight, 7lb, ; and Mr, Walter Robbins (Brunswick), two bream, 4lb. 130z. I 
did not make inquiries from anglers on the banks after 11 a.m. on the 17th inst. as to 
_their success ; but a couple of undoubtedly experienced sonsof Izaak had at that time 
_ two fine bream, and Iwas told made a heavy bag ere their departure in the evening, 
“Those coming down in the morning to Esher on the 17th inst, did not do much ; and 
“naturally so, as they commenced operations under a broiling sun, and had to leave 
_ just as evening fishing commenced—they took chiefly small bream, perch, dace, 
roach, and a few eels. Mr. W. Robbins and J. Deplidge (Brunswick) stayed over- 
_night on the 17th inst., coming home by the 3.11 train on Monday morning—the 
_ former having four bream which turned the scale at 7lb. 14%0z., and the latter one 
fish, 21b. 50z. I wish to point out that anglers can get to town carly on Monday 
‘morning by trains leaving Esher at 3.11 and 7.47, whilst a train leaves Thames 
Ditton (which is exactly a mile from Hsher Station) at 6.40 a.m., arriving at Water- 
Too at 7,26. The excess of fare on the Hsher ticket from Thames Ditton is only 14d, 
“Next week I will send you a detailed account of all fish taken.—LoBWoRM, 


meget Ouse (Huntingdon). 
“~ The water has been drawn off very low all the week ; but roach and bream have 
“been feeding well in the deeps. Several local men have taken a great quantity in 
“the evenings ; but, still, hundreds may be seen near the surface in the daytime, 
which shows that plenty of fish are in the water, for the river appears to be full of 
fish. Prospects good. Allow me to correct the misprint in last week’s “F,G,”’ It 
‘was John Murkett for illegal fishing, not John Mustatt.—H. Rout. 
ierteics Trent (Lincolnshire). 

Scale fish still comparatively scarce ; eels and flounders yield most of the sport. 
-Haxey and Saxilby have been visited; but weeds in the former, and a heavy 
thunderstorm in the latter, may account for empty baskets. Brigg has yielded 
.gapital sport to our anglers ; the water was in prime condition, Dunham “ Dubbs” 
_ are beginning to show signs of life. Two of our locals had good sport amongst the 
_big bream, for which this spotis so famous. Heavy tides are just beginning again ; 
_ salmon and eels will, in consequence, be plentifulin a few days, The beam netters, 
no doubt, will rejoice in consequence. Just before a sweepstake match had com- 

menced in Gainsborough amongst a few members of the Neptune Club, one of the 
_ competitors had the hardihood to jump upon what he considered to be a hard bed of 
_warp, his right leg sank immediately up to the thigh ; it took the combined efforts 
of two friends to release him from his unpleasant position. A heavy thunderstorm 
broke over the competitors during the match, and very materially damped their 
ardour ; the first prize taken weighed but 440z.—RODSTER. 
-dosce Trent (Nottingham). 
Anglers for barbel have again been very busy during the week, and at Shardlow, 
on Tuesday, one of the holders of tickets is credited with having killed a splendid 
_fish, weighing 114]b. The river keeps remarkably low, and only the rapid swims 
: a to claim attention at the hands of those devoted to barbelling. A few fish 


~ 
& 


" (barbel) have daily been caught at Wilford, and the bridge swim near the steam- 
ats off London-road has yielded moderately well. In the Holme Pierrepoint length 
there seems an abundance of eels, but the subscribers of late have fared indifferently 
famongstthe barbel. Fly-fishing is engaging attention on the Shallows, although 
©very little has been done until an advanced hour in the eyening.—THE MAN AT 
“THE CLUBS, 
¢ beseos.. Trent and Lower Dove (Burton). - 
-eJThese rivers are same as the rest—exceedingly low and fine; but fair catches of 
odace, eels, and perch are reported from both. Grayling as yet are not taking either 
at top or bottom, A salmon of 184lb. jumped out of the water on to the bank on 
Saturday near the town ; it was promptly secured by a man who was fishing and 
taken home in triumph. A pike of 22lb, was taken from a pool near here on 
- Saturday last—S. Howanrp, 
Pash - Tyne. 
_doThe Tyne continues very low, and that has made the season a poverty-stricken 
one-for the fishermen. The water is not there to tempt the ascent of the salmon, 
€ They lie about the nether reaches ; and the few being caught are poor specimens— 
lanky. as congers, and as red on the belly as a fox on the hack, 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 
“<2Phe small quantity of rain which fell last week has not altered tho river at all; 
“Dut there have been some ra good takes of yoach and dace this week, One gentle, 
“Met; on Monday last, took 141! 


», of fish, and another gaught forty-fye roach and 


dace, a few eels, and one trout, and on Tuesday took over thirty fish, A great 
number of eels have been taken with night lines, one person having taken over 
201b. several nights in succcession.—BORDERER. 

i Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Matters are beginning to look really serious, for although we have had several 
showers of rain since my last report, there has been nothing to alter the condition 
of the rivers, which are lower than they have been known for twenty years. I killed 
eleven trout and two grayling last Saturday, but had to fish four miles of the Yore 
for them ; they weighed 5j1b. Mr. J. Marshall, Mr. Taylor, and several others have 
been taking a few brace of fish at Arthington, between 9 and 11 o'clock p.m. ; but 
unless you live on the river's bank, itis not much use going out at presen; __ 
FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, Y 

Whitby. 


The sea fishermen are taking plenty of salmon and salmon trout in their nets, 
and the present season promises to be the best on record so far as the salmon fishery 
is concerned. Salmon is selling wholesale at about 1s. 2d. per lb., and salmon trout 
7d. to 8d. perlb, The herring fishery has not yet fairly commenced, The few that 
have been brought in recently were not of very good quality, and were small in size, 
One boat brought 2,000 fuir-sized herrings, but there was no general demand for 
them at the wholesale market, the highest price bid for them being no more than 
3d. per 100. The skipper refused to accept the bid, and rather than part with his 
cargo, actually took the lot into the roads, and emptied the whole into the sea 
again !—J, J. J. 

Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

The rivers are now too low and clear for any sport in the daytime. A few anglers 
have got small baskets of trout and grayling late in the evening with the Green 
Midge and Yellow Duns. The Trent Conservancy, Matlock and Darley clubs, have 
offered a reward of £30 for information leading to the conviction of the offenders 
in respect to the poisoning case reported last week.—DOTTEREL, 


Wye (Buxton, Derbyshire). 

The water continues very low and bright. On Friday last Mr. Hall, of Chapel- 
en-le-Frith, took four brace of nice fish, one of which, weighing 23lb., was a beauty. 
Every rodster who went down the river had tried to lure him, but without success 
until Friday last, when he took Mr. Hall’s fly. On Saturday we had a very heavy 
shower, lasting about an hour and a half; after the rain a visitor, Mr, Wilkinson, 
killed a brace and a half, averaging about #lb. each. I gota brace. The best flies 
are the Olive Dun and Black Gnat. We want a week’s rain at least before the river 
will receive any benefit ; the ground is so dry it will soak it up like a sponge when 
it does come. Wind westerly, no prospects of rain,—G. H. §. 

Witham. 

Angling in the Witham improves slowly. Better sport has been had this week 
than’ previously ; but nothing but some good steady rain will put things ready in 
tune. Some nice takes of perch were reported of late from Bardney, and in the 
same direction there are reports of “ jacks” being caught and lost ; the latter mainly 
through unexpectedly light tackle. It is believed there are plenty of good-sized 
pike now in tne water. Roach and dace have been taken more freely both in the 
Witham and Fosdyke, and a few good baskets of bream are spoken of ; but nothing 
is reported worth special mention. From Lincoln upwards the water is very low 
indeed, and nothing has been done except in the chub holes, where several large 
fish have now and again been caught by “ dibbing.’—L. 


CARLISLE OTTER HOUNDS. 
THE members and friends of the Carlisle Otter Hunting Club have 
had some splendid sport this month. Since the Jast magnificent 
run at Wetheral on July 7th, the hounds have swept most of the 
Border rivers, from the Tyne in Northumberland to the Nith and 
Annan in Dumfriesshire. On Tuesday morning last, on the charm- 
ing village green at Wetheral, precisely at 6.30, Tom Parker, the huntsman, 
looking fresh as paint with the honours of his recent successes thick upon him, 
was met by a large turn-out of enthusiastic local hunters, among whom were 
many strangers. From Carlisle about sixty persons arrived by the train, while 
others had tramped long distances in the fresh morning air to witness the meet. 
Tom had brought a dozen couples of his best hounds, and immediately set to 
work in the Boat pool, a beautiful stretch of water, which nestles close under 
the ramparts of Corby Castle. A chorus of canine voices is soon heard on the 
Wetheral side, and the thrilling cry is at once re-echoed from the other side 
of the river. Aftera short burst, however, there was a lull of silence ; but 
when the hounds reached the white stream they again became lively. Dashing 
into the adjacent pool, the drag was hotly pursued to Cowie’s Nab, when it 
again became faint. Suddenly a loud view-holloa was raised that the otter had 
been sighted in the pool above the White Stream. The grand style in which 
the pack now began to work commanded the admiration of the spectators. 
From this time to the finish the “‘ varmint” was scarcely lost sight of. There 
was no chance of his escaping down stream, as the river was very low, 
and guarded at all points by both hounds and huntsmen. The 
fine hound, ‘ Eden,” who was always in close proximity to the game, 
at one time during the chase made a snatch at him in the deep river ; but, to the 
delight of the spectators, the otter returned the compliment with interest—rear- 
ing himself out of the water breast high, the poor hunted animal snapped at the 
hound and clawed him over the muzzle to some tune. After three hours’ hunt- 
ing in the two pools between Cote House Island and the White Stream, the 
wily one began to show signs of fatigue, and was evidently bent for the land. 
In an exhausted condition he, as a last resource, left the river—always a. false 
move, as deep water is the safest refuge for the otter, especially if a friendly 
weir or drain exists in the vicinity. Here the crowd set all the rules of the 
club at defiance, and attempted to tail the animal ; but a veteran sportsman 
coming to the rescue, rushed the otter off to the river, where he was surrounded 
by the eager hounds on all sides. For a time he fought silently and deter- 
minedly, punishing the hounds severely, and biting all round with considerable 
dexterity ; ultimately the plucky ‘‘ varmint” was drawn on to the rocks and 
killed, after a run of four hours. The game was a fine dog otter of 20lb. 
GLEN-T ARRAS. 
eS 

LATE advices from Mr. J. Mason, in charge of the shad hatching department of 
the New York State Fish Commission on the Hudson River, say that he is meeting 
with excellent success and will make the largest hatch of several seasons past, 
June 7th he took 750,000 eggs, and June 8th 486,000, Previous to this he had taken 
between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000, and says they are in fine condition. 

CAPTURE OF AN OrrEeR AT KinrBuRY.—On Tuesday evening Mr. Daniel Grove, 
keeper, espied an otter on the road leading past his house on “ The Island,” Taking 
a good aim, he shot it in the mouth. It proved to be an aged dog otter, 4ft, in 
length, and weighing 22lb. It is the finest caught in this district for many a 

ear, 
SS OLLOWLY'A PILLS.—In the complaints peculiar to females these Pills are unrivalled. ‘Their 
use by the fair sex has become so constant for the removal of their ailments that rare is the household 
that is without them. Amongst all classes, from the domestic servaat to the peeress, universal favour 
is recorded to these renovating Pills; their invigorating and purifying properties render them safe 
and invaluable in all oases ; they may ba taken by females of all azes for any disorganisation or irre- 
ulatity of tho system, speedily removing the cause and restoring the auferer to robust health, As a 
AWiy Medicing they are ynspproacha his tor subduing ths matadiaa of young aud old, vey . 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


F. G. A., Bexley.—There is not much fishing at Bournemouth ; a few whiting 
pout, plaice, and smelts to be caught in the bay and from the pier. Mr. 
T, R. Sachs has often recommended Deal for sea-fishing, and had good sport 
fishing from the pier with rod and line. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.”—T. B. Pritt. 


| We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 
[We have to hold over some columns of CORRESPONDENCE,—BD. | 


THE “GHURNEY” TESTIMONIAL. 

S1r,—I have much pleasure in informing your readers that the testimonial to 
Mr. R. Ghurney, which some time since at a public meeting was resolved upon, will 
now be brought prominently before the angling societies and anglers generally. 
R. B. Marston, Esq., has most kindly consented to act as treasurer, and an influential 
working committee will shortly be formed, including those gentlemen who so 
kindly volunteered at the previous meeting ; and I firmly believe that our united 
efforts in so worthy a cause will accomplish the end in view—viz.,a handsome testi- 
monial, which will show worthily and practically the high esteem in which Mr. 
Ghurney is held in the angling world. All who know him (and their names must 
be “legion ”) are aware of his great exertions for so long a period in the interests 
of anglers and angling, and that those exertions have resulted in such great suc- 
cesses in the diminution of poachers and poaching ; an accession of railway privi- 
leges ; the better enforcement of the “fence” seasons; the abatement of river 
pollution and other nuisances ; and his inauguration of that grand institution, 
“The Anglers’ Benevolent Fund,” being supported by the kind, generous, and effec- 
tive assistance of Mr. Philip Geen. In fact, I have learnt from many quarters that 
had Mr. Ghurney not devoted so much of his time to the before-named objects, he 
would have been in a much more prosperous position than he now is. The testi- 
monial, however, will not take the objectionable form of a gratuity, but will, I am 
sure, be most popularly received and supported, and considered by anglers as a 
favourable opportunity of showing their desire of asking the acceptance by Mr. 
Ghurney of their testimonial as an acknowledgment of their appreciation of the 
great and lasting good he has done for angling and anglers generally. 

I shall be very much obliged by those gentlemen who will aid in the good cause 
if they will kindly send me their names, and any suggestions they may favour me 
with will be thankfully received by me.—I am, &c., 

Henry Howss, 
Hon. Sec. to the Richard Ghurney Testimonial Fund. 

4, Comberton-road, Upper Clapton, E. 


DRY-FLYING AND WET-FLYING. 

S1r,—I was much interested in Mr, Tod’s article in last week’s GAZETTE. I have 
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Tod on the banks of his favourite Tummel, and I 
know that he can practice what he preaches. Whatever may be said for or against 
the dry-fly business, I am satisfied that the wet-fly votaries may leave their case in 
Mr. Tod’s hands, who is one of the best fishermen with the wet fly that I have ever 
had the good fortune to meet ; but admitting, as I do, his right to speak with autho- 
rity on the system he practises so skilfully, I hope I may be excused if I take excep- 
tion to some of his remarks—remarks which I believe he would speedily modify 
after the experience of a few weeks on the Test, Itchen, or Kennet. 

Mr. Tod is inclined to pooh-pooh the gin-like clearness of Southern streams ; he 
speaks of aldermanic trout that have “ not seen a fly since last season,” a “ lubberly 
rascal,” and so forth. Further on, he speaks of “stout casting-lines and good-sized 
hooks” as necessary to the capture of chalk-stream fish, and he implies that aclumsy 
cast which is not good enough for a Scotch half-pounder will do well enough for 
our Southern “lubberly rascals.” 

Now, in all these respects I venture to assert that he is entirely mistaken, as he 
is, too, in his opinion that dry-fly men, “with all their boasting,” require to 
have it demonstrated to them “that the dry fly is not everything.” Who but a 
combination of born fool and conceited ass would ever assert that the dry fly zs 
everything? So Mr. Tod starts with the intention of proving that which requires 
no proof, and in his eagerness to attain this end he enters minutely into detail, 
and tries to prove too much. 

The relative clearness of chalk streams and moorland streams is hardly worth 
much discussion ; but I may remind Mr. Tod thatin Hampshire a spate is unknown— 
that a “drumlie” water, porter-coloured water, water clearing after a flood, and so 
on, are phrases we never hear of. It is a reasonable inference that the normal con- 
dition of streams which are subject to sudden changes of height and colour should 
be less clear than that of streams hardly affected by anything short of the road 
washings after an exceptionally heavy thunderstorm, and even then the water 
is quickly reduced to its usual condition by the filtration through the weed-beds. 

Mr. Tod implies that we float “‘ anatomical monstrosities and absurdities,” mounted 
on “ stout casts with good-sized hooks,” over trout in our streams of boasted clearness, 
that “the fat and shy trout actually seem to like it,” and are taken ; whereas the 
Scotch trout are so ‘cute that in a river “a little swollen,” when there is a good rise 
on, Mr. Tod and his friends can do nothing, charm they never so wisely. What is 
he trying to prove? Does it not occur to him that a dry fly of the right pattern 
would probably have taken some of these free-rising trout? Ihave seen it done, and 
have done it myself under similar circumstances. 

But his picture is altogether overdrawn. Our dry flies are not a bit more absurd 
than some of his own ; in fact, I sometimes wonder whether the Scotch trout haven’t 
a fondness for bare hook, as the so-called flies, when wet, have no resemblance 
whatever to a natural fly, and show quite as mucb hook as anything else. Then, 
again, I suppose nine-tenths of the chalk-stream fish are killed on eyed-hooks ot 
0, 00, or 000 size, attached to the finest-drawn gut. I think Mr. Francis must have been 
joking when he initiated Mr. Tod into the mysteries of strong tackle and big hooks, for 
he himself certainly fished with fine tackle and midge flies, justas weall do, And when 
I am told that our flies would frighten a Scotch trout into the next parish, I am re- 
minded of a very influential body of men known as the Horse Marines. The only 
time I ever actually fished along with Mr. Tod was on the Tummel on June 17, 1881. 
Perhaps he will remember that I had the best basket of the day—20 fish in all, 
with three from 11b. to 1}lb. Now, I do not suppose I could ever hold my own asa 
wet-fly fisherman against Mr. Tod; but on this occasion I had the best choice of 
water, and he perhaps the worst. On the other hand, he knew every inch of the 
river and the local flies; I knew neither, and killed 15 of my fish with a full-feathered 
Yellow Dun of my own tying, a fly such as I would use as a floater in Hampshire. 
In the following week I killed several other fish on this fly, and I have it still, with 
an account of its doings, in an angling scrap-book. So much for “anatomical 
monstrosities.” 

But what are Mr. Tod’s barely-dressed flies imitations of? I will not insult the 
Scotch trout by supposing that even in a porter-coloured water they go for those 
bare hooks and sparse hackles under the impression that they are part of the hatch 
of floating Duns or Black Gnats with which the water is dotted. No; is it not more 
likely that they are taken for some aquatic larvee, and that every now and then the 
trout, when tired of larva and such-like wet food, go in for an exclusive surface 
diet, and refuse the sunken spider, which contrasts so unfavourably with the floating 
ephemeride ? 

.- Again, what does Mr. Tod mean by the aldermanic trout which has not seen a 
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fly since last season? He is speaking of the May Fly season, and I do not hesitate 
to say that long before June every trout worth catching has been spotted and con- 
stantly fished for—perhaps pricked once or twice. And here comes in a point 
commonly ignored by North-Country anglers. Where a stream is subject to floods, 
a trout shifts his quarters with the rise and fall of the water. A heavy flood will 
make changes in the bed and banks of the river and alter the current, so that on 
the subsidence of the flood a fish finds himself feeding in a new spot with new 
surroundings, and he is often then to be taken off his guard. But in achalk stream 
a fish takes up his position for the season. There he rises every day just in the 
same place—close under the bank, it may be, with his nose not two inches from it; 
or just at the tail of some straggling weed, or at the side of some eddy which brings 
every natural fly straight into his jaws. Sucha fish soon finds out all about the artificial 
flies that are offered him ; he won’t move an inch out of his way for anything, and 
the only cast that has the smallest chance of tempting him is one that brings the 
fly down cockily, without any drag, just in the line of the natural flies, without too 
great adisplay of gut. The first-.cast that drags, or shows a foot of the glistening gut, 
puts the fish down and makes him shyer than before ; sothat the cast the idea of which 
Mr. Tod deprecates as “ humiliating” is often the result of careful calculation and 
some skill. To find a fish rising in a difficult, streamy bit of water, to put a fly 
exactly right to him with a slack line to avoid the drag, to do this at the first cast, 
and to hook the fish and play him cleverly on drawn gut and a tiny hook is, to my 
mind, the perfection of skill in fly fishing, and no amount of chaff about “ lubberly 
rascals” that do not know the sight of a hook can alter the case. ¢ 

Mr. Tod is facile princeps with the wet fly on most streams he frequents. Let us 
give him his due, and credit him with all the skill he has acquired after many years 
of experience and patient observation. But it is a little too much to expect us who 
practise a different style of fishing, a style with which Mr. Tod is evidently but 
imperfectly acquainted—I say it is too much to expect us to calmly acquiesce in 
statements charging us with boasting of our own skill and crowing over the dis- 
comfiture of North-Country anglers. I am not aware that any dry-fly fisherman of 
note has ever been foolish or rash enough to assert that the dry fly is everything, nor 
to ignore the skill of anglers like Mr. Tod ; and I must confess that although I am 
prepared to endorse a good deal of what he says about the wet fly, much of his 
article reads to me like an uncalled-for disparagement of dry-fly fishing in general, 
not without a tinge of ridicule at our lazy, foolish trout, and the monstrosities with 
which we can allure them. 

Both styles of fishing can be carried toa high pitch of excellence. As regards one, 
Mr. Tod is already on a pinnacle of fame; if he was equally expert in the other, I 
feel sure that a considerable part of his article would never have been written.— 


Tam, &c., 
July 1], H. 8, HALL, 





LOCH SHIN. 

Sir,—Mr, Campbell surprises me by his opening remark. I never doubted, 
because I know that Frog Island is the best part of the loch. What I doubted was 
that 2lb. trout are often taken there with fly. : 

It is Mr. Campbell’s reply about Loch Griam, however, which calls for one more 
word from me. He says that only the small trout come out in the shallows, &c. 
Now, in boat-fishing in general, is it not usual to fish the sides of the loch with the 
fly, in preference to the deep water in the centre, generally useless for fly, and seldom 
good even for trolling? Wading in and casting out, I am sure i got quite as far as 
any ordinary boat would care to fish, 

But does Mr. Campbell seriously mean that “it is necessary to get at the heavy 
fish in deep waters”? I avoid water over 8ft. to 10ft. deep as a rule. My 
remarks were concerning fly-fishing only, and Mr. Campbell avoids what I said—my 
strongest point. I think he said that the trout averaged two and a half pounds in 
sae Griam (I have lent my “F, G.”). I say four and five to the pound is nearer the 
mark. 

I wish I could quite subscribe so all Mr. Campbell says. It is evident that he 
has a horror, as I have, of giving false weights. I know, however, that I am not 
speaking what I am uncertain about when I say that a very favourite old gillie of 
my own, dead some years ago, used always to be trying to make out my baskets 
heavier than they actually were. His dodge was to take the ring of the steel balance, 
and so hold it that the body of the balance rested on the palm of the hand close to 
the wrist, angularly ; and when I first tried this, I found that the leverage gave an 
additional pound! Moreover, he has said over and over again to me that gentlemen 
always weighed their baskets, to which I said, “I do not catch my basket.” Ido 
not for a moment contend that 16lb., or even 201b., may be got on any single day in 
Loch Shin and its sister lakes, and all I wanted to know was whether some errors 
had not crept in inadvertently. 

I particularly requested information as to whether the 23lb, average on Loch 
Griam with fly was not a printer's error. You, Sir, say it is not, and Mr, Campbell 
is silent.—I am, &c., E. M. Top. 


SNECK-BEND EYED-HOOKS WANTED. 

S1z,—I should much like to know if any of your dry-fly correspondents have used 
floaters tied on No. 1 sneck-bend Kendal hooks (Hutchinson’s)? On Thursday and 
Friday I used Holland’s flies on eyed-hooks for the first time, and had they been 
made on the above hooks—that is, No, 1 Kendal—should have killed a lot of trout ; 
but kept missing fish after fish, and good ones, from 3lb. upwards, in my opinion 
owing to the diminutive, narrow hooks used. I don’t know whether Messrs. 
Hutchinson make their sneck hooks eyed ; but feel sure it would pay well to do go, 
as before long our Yorkshire streams will be dry-fished constantly, and there is a 
decided partiality for that bend in the North. Mr. Holland’s flies on those hooks 
would, no doubt, be rather too deadly. One in particular, tied to my order—wing, 
red Cornerake ; legs same colour, and body red ; brown cock pheasant tail—appeared 
irresistible.—I am, &c., WATCHETT. 


[We quite believe with “ Watchett” that for small trout hooks the sneck-bend is 
the best shape, and should be glad if some firm would bring out a good eyed sneck- 
bend.—ED. ] 








TROUT FLIES FOR NORTH AMERICA. 
Srr,—I am going out to Wyoming, North America, and near where I am going is 
a river stocked with Californian lake trout, which can be and are caught witha 
fly. Can you, or any of your numerous readers, tell me which are the best flies to 
take out?—I am, &c., SILVER TWIST. 


[Scotch lake and sea-trout flies will kill on most of the American streams which 
are not hard fished ; smaller flies will, of course, be necessary where the trout are 
shy. Gaudy flies are much used in the States dressed on strong, unstained gut, 
clearly proving that the fish in many parts are still comparatively uneducated ; 
but fine tackle is used by the best American anglers, and of course with the natural 
result. Perhaps some American reader who knows the district will kindly reply to 
this query.—ED. | 


FISHING AT BARMOUTH, N. WALES. 

S1r,—Will you, or any of your numerous readers, tell us what flies or other bait 
will be most “taking” in estuary and lakes at Barmouth during the two first 
weeks in August? A party is going—we have never been before—and we feel if 
there is a fish to be caught we must have a try for it; and yet we have not the 
slightest idea what the “taste” of our watery friend will be, Shall we have to 
“whip” or adopt bottom-fishing? Any other “hints” will be very acceptable 
indeed.—I am, &c , Gro, NEIGHBOUR, 

5, Avon-street, Leicester. 


[There is good small brown trout-fishing in the small streams near Barmouth 
after rain, Take usual rods and tackle for trout-fishing. The Angler's Diary says 
there is good sea-fishing—skate, haddock, whiting, whiting-pout, &c, There is also 
trout-fishing near Dolgelly and Pensarm by day ticket.—ED. | 
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CAPTAIN H. W. ETHERIDGE. 

Srr,—The public have learned with much regret that their friend, Captain 
Etheridge, after 20 years’ service, has been transferred to the pension list of the 
Thames Conservancy, the office of Superintendent of the Upper Thames having been 
abolished, and river inspectors appointed. Several of the many friends he has made 
wish that he should be presented with a parting gift, in recognition of the rigid 
impartiality, great energy, and uniform courtesy which he has displayed towards all 
interests during his long service. His long personal exertions for the well-being of 
the Henley Regatta are known to all rowing men, and the authorities of Eton, and 
parents are aware that through his supervision much danger to life has been pre- 
vented at the Eton celebrations. He has done his duty well at all regattas—and, 
indeed, wherever duty called him. Captain Etheridge has earned the gratitude of 
all anglers, also, by his unwearied exertions in their interest, and by steady perse- 
verance he—ably aided by the various river preservation societies—has put down 
poaching and every kind of illegal netting ; and not only anglers, but railways 
and hotel-keepers, have greatly profited by the improved fishing in the Upper Thames 
thus brought about. 

Capt. Etheridge leaves his active duties with the esteem and good wishes of every 
one connected with the Upper Thames ; and Iam sure there will be a hearty response 
to the suggestion that this hard-worked old officer cannot be allowed to retire with- 
out due proof of their appreciation of the able and courteous manner in which he 
has carried out his numerous duties, 

Mr, Charles Stephens, J.P. (President Reading Rowing Club), and Mr. James 
Simonds, J.P. (President Reading and District Angling Association), have kindly 
agreed to act as treasurers to the fund ; subscriptions to which will also be received 
by Mr. Seymour Owen, hon. sec. Reading Rowing Club; Mr. C, Warmsley Taylor, 
one of the hon. secs. of Reading Regatta ; Mr. E. Tabor, hon. sec. Thames and Kennet 
Sailing Club, Reading ; Mr. Fred. Brown, hon. sec. Reading Angling Association ; 
the Sheriff of Oxford (Mr. G. W. Cooper) ; the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE ; 
Mr. C. M. Foottit, hon. sec. Marlow Angling Association; Mr, R. F, Jackson, 
Westhorpe, Marlow; Mr. J.. Thurlow, vice-President of the Wycombe Angling 
Association ; Mr, Geo. Goodwin, Tilehurst ; and by—Your obedient servant, 

ARTHUR CO. BUTLER, 
Vice-President Reading Angling Association, 
and Hon. Sec, Etheridge Testimonial Fund. 
Reading, July 20. 


P.S.—I shall be glad to hear from other gentlemen willing to take collecting- 
books, 





RESERVOIR FISH, 


Srr,—In the case of trout and eels being in a reservoir supplying water for town 
use, and having attained a two or three years’ growth of {lb. to 121b. weight, and 
never haying been fished, is it necessary for the purity of the water or otherwise to 
have the water:fished occasionally, say, with artificial bait only ? And as the reservoir 
has no outlet or inlet for the fish, would it be advisable to restock with young trout 
from time to time 7—I am, Xc., J. G. 

[Doubtless, from the point of view of a local angler who could get permission to 
catch them, it would bedesirable to thin out the trout now and then. Certainly it 
would be advisable to restock with yearling or two-year-old fish. ~ We should say 
that, if the condition of the water is affected at all by the presence of trout, it would 
be to improveit, as they would keep down the insects, leeches, frogs, &c,—ED. | 





FISHING IN AUGUST. 

Sir,—In reply to “Ignoramus’s” inquiry where to get good trout-fishing in 
August, I can strongly recommend him to go to Lough Conn, Ballina, Ireland. 
Through the kindness of a friend, it was my good luck to spend a portion of that 
month on the lough, and I can only say the sport was splendid ; trout plentiful and 
ran very large, also salmon. If “Ignoramus” could secure quarters at Thomas 
Clark’s (fisherman), Lough Conn Jodge, he cannot do better. The fishing is free. 
Should be glad to give any further information if written to.—I am, &c., 


8, Church-street, Torquay, July 19th, HD. L, 


FISHING AT PLYMOUTH IN AUGUST. 
Srr,—Can any of your readers inform me what fishing there is to be had at Ply- 
mouth during month of August /—Iam, &c., A, E. M. 
[Will Mr, Hearder kindly answer this query.—ED. | 





GOOD TROUT-FISHING IN AUGUST. 

Srr,—In your last issue I noticed an inquiry as to where good trout-fishing is to 
be had. I would advise “‘ Ignoramus” to pay a visit to this district, where he is cer- 
tain to find capital sport. ‘The lochs, which number over twenty, are within easy 
access of Melvich Hotel, where there is excellent accommodation, and belonging to 
which there are boats on all the best lochs. Several visitors this season had very 
successful takes, and on leaving expressed regret that their duties called them away 
so soon.—I am, &e., 


Thurso, July 19. ANGLER. 





SEA - FISHING AT ILFRACOMBE. 

Srr,—I may state for the information of “CO. R. C.” that bass-fishing at or near 
Ilfracombe continues until the end of July, and sometimes well into the month of 
August; the baits generally used are artificial, which can be easily obtained. 
Whiffing for pollack and mackerel continues until the month of September ; baits, as 
above. The usual baits for ground-fishing are lobworms or mussels.—I am, Xc., 

July 21. — E. 





FLIES FOR HEREFORDSHIRE TROUT STREAMS. 
S1r,—Can you or any of your readers kindly tell me the most suitable trout flies 
for the Herefordshire streams during the month of August—say, middle to end ?— 
Tam, &c., CocH-y-BONDHU, 


[We should advise ‘ Coch-y-Bondhu” to take the following :—Olive Quill, Red 
Quill, Grey Quill, the Whirling Blue, August Dun, Sand Fly, Wickham, Hofland’s 
Fancy, Red Tag, Honey Dun, Mulberry, and Furnace Bumbles. Also a few Artful 
Dodgers, made by Farlow. We have found this fly kill grayling well in Hereford- 
shire, especially on a dull day, with drizzling rain.—Eb. | 





THE MOLE AT DORKING. 
S1x,—Would some of your readers kindly inform me as to the fishing in the Mole 
at Dorking ; how reached from Dorking, &c. ?—I am, &e., 
Audley Lodge, Stanley-road, Wimbledon, July 18. Ae Al 
[ We think coarse-fishing can be had for a small charge by applying to the millers ; 
put should be obliged if some reader who /nows would reply to “ A, A.”—Ep. } 





Anderson, Anderson, and Anderson's 
Fishing Brogte 


(REGISTERED. ) 
Rd. 39981. 
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Mr, THOMAS, writing to the FISHING GAZETTE, says :— 


IMPROVED BUCKLAND WATERPROOF 


Fishing and Shooting Jacket. 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886. 


“ The ‘Test’ Brogues are simply PERFECT. They are 
the best finished and easiest to wear (whilst at the same 
time giving one a firm footing in the river) that I 
ever used. I cannot praise them too highly,” &e., &c. 


Trousers for Salmon Fishing. 


nnAnRnaneeeeenrsrnrsnrseeeeee ey 


Messrs. ANDERSON have greatly improved 
the fixing of their ‘‘ Test’ Brogues, so 
that the Uppers will not get down when 
sodden. The Soles cannot be softened by 
immersion in water for any length of time! 





LC 


Entered at! Stationers’ Hall. 


ishing 
Can be Shortened for Wading with Trousers. 


Makes an Excellent Riding Waterproof with 
the Addition of our “ Bailey” Riding Apron 





We are now making our Improved 
“Buckland” Waterproof in a Coat form, 
which can be Shortened into an ordinary 

Jacket, 33, 34, or 35 inches long. 


GNT? ST HALL A.AL A. 


MADE IN THEIR THREE 


Cold Medal Qualities, 
THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 


ANDERSOH, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 27; queth Victoria “STREET, LONDON, E.c. 


Works: BOW ROAD, EB. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUBEN STREET, CARDIFF ; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSHA. 
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ABERDEENSHIRE. | 


DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE, For particulars apply to 

ALEX. McGREGOR. 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE, 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY, 


Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE. Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter. *Bus communi- 
cation to and from Aberdeen daily. Conveyances 
meet trains at Logieriere Station when desired. 
Fishing Gear supplied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent. Further particulars on application. 

J. RITCHIH, Proprietor. 


IiPERIAL HOTEL, 


ABERDEEN. 


Personally Patronised by the Royal 
Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
DEE and Don. 

Gentlemen are Boarded during the Season. 

















DEESIDE HYDROPATHIC 
ESTABLISHMENT, 


Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 

Tae Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of PRESERVED SALMON and TROUT 
FISHING FREE over about two miles of the far- 
afmed River Dee (partly on both sides of the 
river), as it runs through the estates of Heathcot 
and Ardoe. In the constructing, furnishing, 
and surroundings of the house no expense has 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, 
&c., can be had from Dr. STHWART, Resident 
Superintendent, Heathcot. 








ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotelis situated near Loch Etive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE Fishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argyllshire. Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine, JAS. MURRAY, Proprietor, 








THH ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWE, 


Portsonachan Hotel, 
LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTE, 1886 :—“ Port- 
sonachan Hotel isone of the best situated, as it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has a steam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel ; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secure boats, &c., beforehand.” 


CUILFAIL HOTEL, 
PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN, 


Visitors at “Cuilfail” have the privilege of 
Fishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous Ioch Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fisaing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also be had, and Grouse and other Shooting 
by arrangement with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use f Anglers. Average 
weekly take of Trout, 1,600. Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and del ghtful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MCFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. Telegraph 
Office :—Kilmartin, : 





ARGYLLSHIRE. 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 
of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 
the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 
strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, end SALMO 


FEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE, 


TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN. 


First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station, Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers caJl at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A. MUNRO. 


SALMON ANGLING Free. 
DALMALLYHOTEL,GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at Dalmally Hotel can have 
SUFERIOR SALMON FISHING onnine miles of 
the beautiful River ORCHY, 


LOCH AWE HOTEL. 


(Under the Same Management.) 
Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AWE 
free. Experienced boatmen kept. Boats towed by 
steam-launch to the best fishing grounds on the 


oD UNCAN FRASER, Proprietor. 
TOBERMORY (Island of Mull), 
WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 


Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days. 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


MULL, 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Lochs in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. 


SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SEA 
FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS 


may also be had. 
Posting, with careful drivers. 


The Hotel is seven miles from Staffa and Iona, 
and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and antiquarian interest. 

Visitors are assur ed that every attention will be 
paid to their comfort, and 


CHARGES WILL BE FOUND MODERATE. 


BANFFSHIRE. 


SPEY ANGLING 
FREE. 


The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Speyand 
Fiddoch. Nicely situated. It is the most con- 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 
arrangements. Hiring inall its branches. Every 
attention is given to comfort, Magnificent 


scenery. 
JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor. 


_ DUMFRIESSHIRE. 


TROUT & SPRING SALMON 


ANGLING. 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, CANONBIE, 
DUMFRIESSHIRE, 


The above hotel is situated amid the FINEST 
SCENERY ON THE SCOTTISH BORDER, on 
the old coaching road between Carlisle and Lang- 
holm ; considered the finest drive in England. Not 
a hundred yards from the hotel flows the beautiful 
and winding ESK, the best salmon-tenanted 
stream in the south of Scotland, while the historic 
LIDDLH, scarcely inferior as a sea trout and 
salmon. water, is within 20 minutes’ walking 
distance. As the nets are now taken from the 
mouth of the river, the fishing will be superior to 
anything heretofore. Every hotel accommodation. 
Good posting. Close to railway station. Post- 
office 100 yards off, Angling taught by experts, 


ALEXANDER ELDER, Proprietor, 



































FORFARSHIRE, 


ROSS-SHIRE. 








PANMURE ARMS HOTEL, 
EDZELL, BY BRECHIN, N.B, 


Excellent SALMON and TROUT-FISHING on 
NORTH ESK, FRHE to Hotel Visitors. Besides 
the Hotel water, the Splendid Trouting Streams of 
Glenesk, in which Trout of good size and quality 
abound, are within easy distance. This is a quiet 
and beautiful retreat, and the fishing is good all 
the Spring and Summer Months. Particulars on 
application. 


KEITH KNOWLES, Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


The Highland Railway Co.’s 


STATION HOTEL, 
INVERNESS. — 


First-class Family Hotel. Patronised by 
the Royal Family. Charges very moderate. 


Posting. 
EDWARD CESARI, Manager. 


RIVER ROY. 


ROY BRIDGE HOTEL, KINGUSSIE, 


Situated at the foot of Glenroy and the Parallel 
Roads is the choicest Anglers’ Resort in the Dis« 
trict. The scenery is charming, the air most 
bracing, and the whole neighbourhood is highly 
interesting to the historian, botanist, geologist, 
and ornithologist. 
THE SALMON FISHING 
of the River Roy is attached to the Hotel till end 
of July, and will be let per day or week ata 
nominal charge. Celebrated Highland Gillies for 
fishing or mountaineering if desired. The Fort- 
William and Kingussie Coaches pass daily. 
Superior Carriages and Post Horses. Special 
tariff to Anglers. 
EWEN MACKINTOSH, Lessee. 


LOCH ERICHT HOTEL, 


DALWHINNIE, 
Inverness-shire. 


Within a few minutes’ walk of the Railway 
Station. Excellent Fishing for Trout, Feror, and 
Pike on several Lochs, and Grilse and Trout on 
River Truim, in connection with Hotel. 


BOATS AND FISHING FREE. 


PARTIES BOARDED. 
JOHN McDONALD, Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


Invergarry Hotel, 
CALEDONIAN CANAL. 


(“ Charming Resort.”) 
Now open, as rebuilt and enlarged. Superior 
accommodation and perfect quietness. Reasonable 
charges. Reduced Tariff for Boarders for a week 
or longer. ‘“ The pride, of Scotia’s mountain 
scenery.” Excellent TROUT and FEROX FISH- 


ING on 
LOCH GARRY, 
the best Angling and most picturesque large 
Highland Lake in Inverness-shire. Boats FREE. 
Lawn Tennis. Post horses. Drives to scenes of 
interest, and pleasure parties arranged. Route— 
per Steamer to Cullochy Locks, Caledonian Canal. 
Hotel close by. Post and Telegraph Offices at hand. 
JOHN MCINNES, Lessee. 


PERTHSHIRE. 


Lochs Katrine, Achray, and 
Vennacher. 


THE TROSSACHS HOTEL, 


By CALLANDAR, N.B., 


Is conveniently situated for these romantic Lakes, 
which all afford splendid Angling. 


BOATS AND BOATMEN, 


Special terms arranged with parties stayinga 
week or more. Posting. Excursions, 


R. BLAIR, Proprietsz. 


FREE FISHING ON 
LOCH and RIVER, 


Loch -Tummel Hotel, 


PITLOCHRY, N.B. 


Boats Free for Visitors staying at the 
Hotel, Posting, 


D. DOW, Proprietor. 
ABERFELDY. 


Breadalbane Arms Hotel. 


SALMON and TROUT FISHING on 
the River Tay, and TROUT FISHING 
on Loch-na-Oraig, with use of Boat, free 
to visitors at this Hotel, 



































POOLEWE HOTEL; “ * 


WEST OF ROSS-SHIRE. -- 
EXCELLENT. VARIED | SCENERY,. TROUT 
AND SHA-FISHING.... " 

This Hotel is beautifully situated on the’ banks 
of the Ewe and Loch Ewe, and within a few 
minutes’ walk of. Loch Maree. Tourists and 
Visitors will find pleasure, quietness, and comfort, 
combined with Moderate Charges. The Free Fish- 
ings in connection with the Hotel aré excellent. 


The Drives are beautiful ; the picturesque Caves ~ 
of Cove within 8 miles’ drive, Sea Bathing ‘and 


Fishing. Boats and Boatmen supplied. “Posting. 
Post and Telegraph Office, Poolewe, Railway 
Station, Auchnasheen. Route; by daily steamer 
to Gairloch, or daily coach from Auchnasheen, - . 
ALEX. M’LENNAN, Proprietor. 


Kinloch Ewe Hotel, . 
BY DINGWALL, ROSS~SHIRE, 


The Hotel is situated near the head of Loth 
Maree and 10 miles from Achnasheen Station on 
the Dingwall and Skye Railway. It; romantic 
situation isunequalled. Boats for Fishing Free on 
Loch Maree. Fine drives in different directions, 
including the magnificent scenery of Torridon 
past Loch Clare, within easy drive to Loch Torri- 
don, and also up Glen Logan, where a grand view 
of Ben Kay is obtained. Ben Slioch (3,216 feet) is 
easily reached from the Hotel, “) 

Carriages and Horses for Hire. . 
Wines, Spirits, &c., of the Finest Quality, Letters 
and Telegrams carefully attended to. i 
The superior nature of the Sea-Trout Fishing in 
Loch Maree is well known. 


STIRLINGSHIRE, 


NVERSNAID HOTEL, Loch Lomond, 
This Hotel is centrally situated in the Scottish 
Lake district, amidst unrivalled scenery. In the 
neighbourhood are many places of interest, such 
as Rob Roy’s Cave, the Islands on Loch Lomond, 
on some of which are the remains of feudal strong- 
holds, and within a few yards of the Hotel, Inver- 
snaid Falls, rendered famous by Wordsworth in 
his Poem “To a Highland Girl.” Coaches to and 
from Loch Katrine, in connection with all ‘the 
sailings of the Steamers there, to and from ‘the 
Trossachs. Lawn Tennis, Boats, Billiards, dsc, 
Trout Fishing on the Loch free. Parties boarded 
by the week or month, except in August. on 
ROBERT BLATR, Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE 


TONGUE HOTEL, 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE, W,.B, 


ANGUS CAMPBELL, Proprietor. 


Highland Railway to Lairg, thence per coach to 
Tongue, a 


Pleasantly situated on the North Coast of Suther- 
land, in one of the best districts of that famous 
Fishing county, and surrounded by some of the finest 
scenery of the Highlands. SPLENDID BROWN 
TROUT, SHA-TROUT, and DEEP-SEA ain on be 

e 

















within easy reach from the Hotel. Boats.o: 
different Lochs and also on the Kyle. Good Sea-Bat 
ing. Doctor resident in village. Post and Telegraph 
Office three minutes’ walk from door. Daily Mail, 
Every accommodation for Sportsmen and Tourists 


Posting in all its branches. 
ei eS SSS 


Altnacealgach Hotel 
SUTHERLANDSHIR 


This Hotel is situated in one of the most delightful and 
picturesque parts of the Northern Highlands, and in re- 
spect of the magnificence of the views to be obtained from 
it, and the splendid facilities it offers for Trout and Ferox 
Fishing, it is unsurpassed by any other Hotel inthe 
county. EIGHT BOATS, with EXPERIENCED BOAT- 
MEN, are kept onthe Lochs for the convenience of hotel 
visitors. To real lovers of TROUT FISHING of the 
VERY BEST description this quiet spot requires Paes be 
known to be appreciated, Variety of Flies, &c.,of the 
most approved kind always Hone in stock. daily Mail 
Car from Lairg to Loch Inver, between which places-this 
Hotel is about half-way, passes the door. ’ 

CHARGES MODERATE. 
LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS PROMPTLY: 
ATTENDED TO, He 
Additional particulars on applying to in | 


Mrs. MACDONALD. ~~ 
Altnacealgach Hotel, Lairg, N.B, 


Sutherland Arms Hotel, 


Lairg, Sutherlandshire. - 


J. A. BUTTERS, late of the Sligachan Hetel 
Skye, has taken a lease of this comfortable Hotel 
It is pleasantly situated close to hr 
4 


Loch Shin, ~— 


on which Boats are kept for the use of visitors, who 
have the privilege of fishing on it and other lochs, 
Post and Telegraph Office at the door. 


POSTING. 2 
’BUS MEETS TRAINS. ; 


FEROX AND TROUT FISHING FREE. 
OVERSCAIG HOTEL, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE,, 


Situated on the shore of Loch Shin, amid scenery 
of the loveliest description in the Northern High- 
lands, is a favourite resort for Anglers, Tourists, 
and Valetudinarians. The angling on several 
Lochs, including Merkland, Griam,’ and Shin, is 
first rate. Fish caught from May to October— 
Trout from 2b. to 41b., and Ferox from 81b. to 121b. 
See Guide Books. Good Boats and Boatmen on alt 
the Lochs. Hverything done to insure the comfort 
of Visitors, Daily Mail. Posting. Parties 
Boarded by the week or month, Ronte=pby rail 
to Lairg. ; 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. | 





AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY. 


SEASIDE.—An Improved Service of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt; 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, ANO FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 

On SATURDAY, 30th July, ADDITIONAL FAST TRAINS will be run from 
Liverpool-street to Yarmouth, &c. 

PANK HOLIDAY, August Ist. 

A CHEAP TRIP to the SEASIDE.—To CLACTON-ON-SEA, Walton-on-the-Naze, 
Dovercourt, and Harwich, from Liverpool-street, by Excursion Train at 8,25 a.m., 
calling at Stratford. Fares—second class, 4s. 9d. ; third class, 4s. 

* BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE from LIVERPOOL STREET, Bishopsgate, 
Hackney Downs, &c., at frequent intervals from 9.0a.m,. EXCURSION TICKETS 
by all Trains. Fares: 3s., 1s. 9d., 1s. 6d. 


London, July, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 
CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 





ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


LTOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx’’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


IMPORTANT TO TOURISTS, ANGLERS, &c., VISITING THE 
WEST OF IRELAND. 


The Proprietor of the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, has much pleasure in announcing that he has just 


LOUGH CONN HOTEL, 


In connection with the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA. 

The Lough Conn Hotel is the beautiful mansion, Gortnor Abbey House, and is picturesquely 
situated ina handsome park of considerable extent, and within two minutes’ walk of the shore of the 
Lough, which is one of the best iu Ireland for Salmon and Trout Fishing, 

All Guests visiting this Hotel have the privilege of 


FREE SALMON AND TROUT FISHING. 


The Hotel is situated within one mile of Crossmolina, a Postal Telegraph Station, and six miles of 

Ballina, a terminal station on theMidland Great Western Railway. 
Postal commands delivered at the Hotel daily at eight a.m. 

The great advantuge the Lough Conn Hotel possesses will be obvious to Tourists and other visitors 
who can proceed there direct from the Moy Hotel. 

BOATS and VEHICLES in connection with Hotel for the accommodation of Visitors ALWAYS 
IN READINESS. All applications as to terms, &c., addressed to the Proprietor, MOY HOTEL, 
BALLINA, will receive prompt attention. 

Moy Hotel, Ballina. Feb., 1887. 


IG EL: © 


Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTR, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 

Contril.utions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper ouly, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Or., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland 
»” Six Months »” ” ” ” ” 
>, Three Months ,, ne a 53 i eotentanee 2 8 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 


see eeeeee 


: J ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTF, 
188, Fleet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, JULY 30, 1887. 














CAPTURE OF A STURGEON IN THE SOLWAY. 
Two halvers, named Anderson and Ritchie, while pursuing their calling on the 
east side of the Solway viaduct, observed what they took to be a large salmon 
making towards where they were standing. ‘lhe men by a little dexterity 
succeeded in casting their nets about it, and, after a struggle, landed it upon the 
beach. It proved to be a large sturgeon, a fine specimen of that royal fish. 
‘Its measurements were not taken ; but its weight was upwards of 1cwt. It 
was sent to the Manchester fish market, and there met with a ready sale. 





ANGLING IN SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 


THIS year, in going through fSutherlandshire, I have not experienced 
such good sport on the whole as I had last year. When, along with 
my friends—Colonel Stanley Clark and Commander Caffin, R.N.— 
“TI arrove on the scene,” the general cry was for rain ; and no wonder 
it was, for the lochs were at their lowest ebb, and many of the 
mighty rolling rivers showed little but the “ chuckie stanes.” Rain 
has come at Jength—plenty of it in most quarters ; but as yet there 
is little improvement in the angling. The weather is very un- 
settled—bas been so ever since the tremendous thunderstorm of 
Wednesday, 13th, which travelled north-eastward along the centre 
of the county—and if it would only pour a perfect drencher and 
have done with it, good sport would certainly be got in most 
localities, advanced although the season is, 

Agriculturally, this is an early year, but a late one generally so far as loch- 
fishing in Sutherlandshire is concerned. The lochs are teeming with trout—a 
goodly proportion with far too many for all the food ; but between bad light, 
black squalls, and heat and cold in rapid succession (too frequent atmospheric 
changes), it is noticeable that in most places the fish are remarkably shy— 
rather, perhaps, not inclined to feed well, for it cannot but have been noticed 
during the past fortnight, and throughout the whole county, that more than 
half of the trout that showed did not touch the fly at all, and that precious 
few indeed were inclined to rise a second time. The lochs are full enough now. 
To-day (Thursday, 21st) it blew a perfect gale, and very rainy clouds caught 
the hills and high grounds. The evening, however, has brought a lull, the wind 
has changed its airt, and, as I look around, there are bits of bright blue sky, 
and a hardness and lifting of the clouds, that lead me to have good faith in the 
fondly-indulged hope that there is, in the very immediate future, the com- 
mencement of as fine and long a tract of angling weather as even the most 
enthusiastic or the most-difficult-to-please angler could well wish for. You see, 
O noble piscator ! that, having been so long bad, the weather is bound to get good 
some time ! 

For the guidance of anglers intending to visit Sutherland this year, I take it 
upon me to notice briefly some of the fishings along the route I have just gone 
over. I have found that on most of the waters I am about to name the follow- 
ing flies used by “the party” were the best—viz., Green Mantle (Green and 
Mallard), Zulu, Heather Moth, Claret and Mallard, and Hackum Packum. On 
two lochs I found the Worm Fly most deadly ; on two the Scarlet and Teal ; 
on one the Cinnamon ; and I found these last-mentioned flies, along with the 
Orange, and Bustard, and White Tip, very useful on many of the waters all 
along our route. So much for the flies ; now for the fishings. 

Forstnarp Horent.—The hotel-keeper has a right to, and boats (free to 
visitors) on, a number of first-rate trout-lochs ; he has also a salmon rod on the 
Halladale river. The fishing this year is sure to be very good during the month 
of August, provided anything like favourable weather is experienced. This I 
am certain of, because the trout have been later than usual in getting into con- 
dition, owing to an uncommon scarcity of the May Fly. When in rattling good 
ply the Halladale gives very fair salmon, grilse, and sea-trout-fishing during 
August and the first half of September ; but it floods speedily, and runs out 
about as speedily. At the time it is in high order it is the model of a river. 
The angling costs only 5s. a day. The best lochs in the neighbourhood are 
Clach na Gal (and the small loch beside it), Na Shallag, Baddanloch, Na Clar, 
Loch Leir, En Ruar, and Lochan Crossgach (one of the Cross lochs). My auld 
freen, Donald Gunn, of Dalhalvaig, is the right man to have for boatman. He 
is a first-rate hand—a rare old chap ; and for every fly that is used he hasa 
name of his own. The apostle, priest, parson, monk, and ‘nun are the out- 
standing names in his repertoire. 

Metyicu Horet.—This noted resort of Waltonians is situated on the 
pleasant slopes of Melvich fronting the North Sea, and attached to it there is 
as good and varied loch-trout-fishing as is to be had anywhere in Sutherland- 
shire. ‘The trout run to a large size ; the average is particularly good. Heavy 
baskets are very often made, and the ordinary takes—remarkably good—are 
satisfying enough to most anglers. In favourable weather a good rod is sure of 
first-rate sport. Three of the best lochs did not this year fish up to their usual 
in July, owing to the weather and the scarcity of May Fly ; and to this, in my 
opinion, is due the exzellent sport now beginning to be got in them. August 
is a very good angling month in this neighbourhood : the trout are gamesome, 
and pink-fleshed —many quite red. The most noted lochs are Na Seilge, 
Coorach, Acron, Maull, Nam Breac, Nan Gall, Scye, Shurrery, Baligall, 
Ealcanach, Craskach, and More. Na Seilge, Coorach, and Scye give the largest 
trout on an average ; but Craskach and More—small lochs, and rather stifi— 
contain the heaviest trout. Except three or four, all the lochs named are 
within easy walking distance. There is not a single loch but anyone can easily 
reach by walking if taken on part of the way in a trap. The charge for 
driving is very moderate. Anglers intending to visit this superior angling 
locality should notify to hetel-keeper some time beforehand, as rooms cannot 
always be had unless due notice is given. There is no need for a better gillie 
than Hugh Fraser. I have confidence in recommending him—he was my man 
while at Melvich, and he gave me great satisfaction. Within a few hundred 
yards of the hotel there is a fine beach where capital sea-bathing can be got. 
Melvich Hotel is most comfortable : Angus Morrison, “ mine host,” provides a 
“orand spread ”—a great Halladale sawmon graces the table every day—as, 
himself a keen angler, he knows full well that his brethren of the angle, when 
out a whole day on the lochs, cannot live on the air alone, good as it is in these 
northern parts. } 

Toneun Horet.—Salmon, sea-trout, ferov, loch-trout, sea-fishing, and fairish 
sea-bathing can be got in this neighbourhood. The best lochs (in order of 
merit) are Craggie, Loyal, Halm, Na Hacle, Modsury, Deerie, Coulside, Long 
Loch, Swan Loch, Fox Loch, and Loch an Na Mavraick. Loch Slam, con- 
nected with Craggie, is preserved. The trout of Craggie are very plucky ; they 
run a good size, and are noted for their fine quality, handsome shape, and beautiful 
golden sheen. The Kyle of Tongue, quite close to the hotel, gives very good 
sea-trout-fishing. The early-in-the-season angling (May and June) is the best ; 
but capital sport is frequently got during the time of the late run of fish, 
which generally lasts from about the Ist of August till the beginning of 
October. May and September are the most certain months for heavy sea- 
trout. For salmon and sea-trout-fishing in the rapid current of the kyle 
between the island and erry House, the deadliest lures are Popham, Bruce, 
Butcher, Jock Scott, Silver Doctor (for salmon), and Claret and Mallard of 
various sizes (for sea-trout). The sea-trout are neither of good quality nor 
very game; but many of them.run to a large size. The deadliest lure for 
them is the natural sand-eel. It is trailed behind—thirty to thirty-five yards 
of line out—and one trail should be put over each side of the boat. The 
tangle in the kyle, from often fouling the line, is rather a nuisance ; still, the 
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trolling when the trout are taking well is a very pleasant change. In fishing 
with fly from the bank the best place is from the rocks on the left side when 
the tide is going out, and from the island on the right side when the tide is 
coming in. ‘The kyle has done remarkably well this season—better up to date 
than it has been known to do for many a long year. A dry year suits it, as 
then the fish have not water enough to enable them to push up into the Kin- 
loch river. In July and August the Ferry burn, as a spate is clearing off, is 
frequently good for a few sea-trout ; but the casts in it require to be known 
pretty well. A worm, or a very small Childers or Jock Scott, is the proper 
dunt for the fish of this nice little stream. ‘“ Captain” Ross (old John Ross) 
and his son Johnnie are far and away the best boatmen about Tongue : they 
are intelligent men, and those who can manage to secure their services will have 
the good fortune to secure the best guides to all the fishings round about. 
Tongue is a pretty place. The hotel-keeper does not charge for the use of 
boats on the kyle and lochs. 
164, Crown-street, Aberdeen. 
(To be continued.) 


W. Murpocu. 


A WRINKLE FOR ROACH-FISHERMEN, 


For the past 20 years Ihave been an enthusiast in all that apper- 
tains to angling, and I have noticed that a man invariably com- 
mences his piscatorial experiences with the roach-pole. Ask 20 good 
anglers, “ What was the first fish you ever caught ?” and 19 of them 
will answer, “ A roach,” 

A long roach-pole, with its fine tackle and bobbing little porcupine float, as it 
leisurely floats down the swim, adapts itself readily to the mind of the merest 
tyro as to the manner and means of its use, and the simplicity of the whole pro- 
ceeding unfolds itself to his eye without inquiry. A spirit of interest is created 
within him which nothing short of an actual trial can satisfy ; he forthwith 
obtains a rod and tackle and “ goes fishing,” and the result is, in nine cases out 
of ten, unmitigated disgust, with a determination never to do so again. His new 
rod, on which he gazed so proudly in the morning, accompanies him home in the 
evening in the form of a hateful Nemesis. The vision with which he started 
so hopefully of the unprecedented catch which he fondly trusted would fall to 
his lot has given place to a feeling of irritating disappointment, and he makes 
his way to the station which is to convey him from the pleasant waterside to the 
busy town in a most unenviable frame of mind; his respect for the fish is greatly 
increased, and he unconsciously admits that they “know something.” Now is the 
time to purchase a complete roach fisherman’s outfit a bargain, each particular 
article of which seems to him replete with his self-mortification. No matter, his 
disappointment is soon forgotten. He is again badly bitten by the fascinating 
angling demon, and he tries again. This time he perhaps struggles with, and 
lands, a too confiding undersized roach. No words can depict his delight, his 
ecstasy, as he beholds, wriggling and kicking upon the grass at his feet, his first 
capture. From that moment his fate is sealed, and he becomes heart and soul 
anangler. Blank may succeed blank, but still away back in the catalogue of his 
past efforts he recollects his first capture, and he feels contented. 

T have often watched a proficient roach-fisherman, and marvelled at his crude 
ideas of sport. His sole prevailing idea seems numbers and gross weight ; very 
little attention is paid to the individual size of the fish. It is all right, providing 
it be the regulation size and takeable. He fishes blindly, hoping to take large 
fish, yet perfectly satisfied with the small ones ; he roach-fishes in the general 
sense of the word, and never particularises. Every bob of his float suggests a 
pounder, and occasionally he lands one above the average, an ocgurrence which, 
when it does happen, is more luck than skill ; but as for fishing for large roach 
exclusively in the only manner by which they can with any certainty be caught 
(viz., ledgering), such a proceeding seems too tedious for him. 

For six years I fished for roach in the old orthodox manner, and during that 
time, although I had the usual takes of fish which a careful and experienced 
angler can command, I never had a roach which scaled over a pound ; but 
a few tips which an old friend and thorough angler gave me induced 
me to alter my tactics and take solely to ledgering, with the result 
that I took large fish, and, better still, plenty of them. Any fairly-experienced 
bottom-fisherman who cares to try the following method of ledgering for roach 
will be astonished at the result, and I am fully convinced that he will recognise 
it asa good thing. For ledgering in the way I am about to describe, use a light 
10ft. rod, with a winch and extremely fine-running tackle ; use a fine-drawn cut 
line, with small porcupine float, and, instead of shotting at the end, use a small 
ledger bullet, only just heavy enough to keep your float upright. The ledger 
bullet can be stopped by a small No. 10 shot, placed twelve inches from the hook ; 
plumb your depth from the ledger bullet, and this will allow your line from the 
ledger to remain free ; thoroughly envelop your hook with paste, which should 
require a piece about the size of a small hazel nut ; wrap your ledger bullet in a 
ball of ground-bait, not too stiff, but just sufficiently so to dissolve and free the 
ledger bullet after being in the water a few minutes. Now, before placing the 
line in the water, take a piece of cork as rugged and as ragged-looking as possible, 
the size of the paste; make a slit in the cork with a knife, and pass the line 
through this slit, so that it hangs six inches from the paste, and gently as possible 
place your line in the water. The piece of cork now buoys the paste from the 
bottom ; but there is no tell-tale gut line pendant immediately over it. The 
object of the cork is, of course, to fish just off the_bottom without being in too 
close proximity to the line, for it is undoubtedly the pendant line (no matter 
how fine it may be), with the quivering rod directly over, which scares the larger 
fish, and prevents the feeding. With a little practice you can allow yourself 
eee yards strike from the point of the rod, and thus get well away from the 

ank, 

Thave thoroughly tested this manner of roaching, and to all who are incredulous 
as to its worth I simply say—try it. JOHNNY CHAT. 


[We can also, from experience, recommend this style of fishing, not only for 
roach, but for any fish which feeds on or near the bottom ; it is specially useful 
in places where the weeds of spring and summer have sunk after flowering, and 
are lying on the bottom, as the bait soon gets lost in them, unless buoyed up as 
described by Johnny Chat.—Ep.] 


eta a SN entree etd 
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A Goop TAKE.—On Monday three local anglers had some rare sport on the Water- 
works Reservoir at Ulley, near Rotherham, During the day they succeeded in land- 
ing upwards of six stone of fish amongst them, the fish, however, running rather 
small. The fishermen’s names were John Clitheroe, A, Sales, and Wm, Levick, two 


oe ate are members of the Rotherham Angling Club. Levick’s basket contained 
sh, 


SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools 
elie yet NK: Sais a2 4 the throughout on Dr. Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Chol- 
ey-Penne' 8q.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, apply to 

¥, B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVARPOOL, Lene 
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Mr. W. Tuomas, of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, writes :—‘ The May Fly fishing 
was a complete failure on Lough Erne. Very few good baskets were made, as 
far as I could learn, but the trout are simply perfection: they are better and 
much finer trout than the Loch Leven fish. It is quite a common thing to 
take four or five fish a day going 3lb., 4ib., or 5lb. each ; the average is about 
2lb. I caught several 2}1b., and one beauty turning the scale at 6lb. 14oz. on 
my small trout rod. It was a grand trout, perfect in shape, spots, and condi- 
tion.” 








ot 
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A Russian friend says :—“ I do not remember such a disgustingly unsuccess - 
ful angling season as the present has been up to this time (July 20). Ihave 
letters from all parts of the country, and it is the same complaint everywhere— 
‘No fishing !’” 
5 % a % 

On Monday week, as Mr. Thomas Dodd, of Wetheral, was fishing in the river 
Eden a little below Eden Bridge, he hooked what he considered, from its 
weight, to be a monster fish. Atter a long struggle Mr. Dodd brought his prey 
to land, and discovered it was a live eat. x M : 
London roach anglers should see the report we publish from the Suffolk 
Stour this week. Host Lilley, of the White Hart Hotel, Nayland, Colchester, 
will give information to visitors using his hotel. 


Will some reader kindly give us the dressings of a few good patterns of sea 
trout flies for Mull ? 
a ® Es a 
Members of the Severn Angling Society, and other lovers of the sport, will 
greatly regret the uatimely death of the well-known and much-beloved secretary 
of the society, Mr. F. H. Morgan, of Mardol, who has held the position of 
honorary secretary since the formation of the club in 1882, and whose untiring 
zeal for the preserving and restocking of the river has been the means of pro- 
ducing such beneficial results. Mr. Morgan, who was a regular correspondent 
to the Field and Fisuinca Gazerre, was interred, on Saturday last, in the family 
vault at St. Chad’s, and his funeral was attended by the committee of the 
Severn Angling Society and a number of other friends. _ 
* % 3 ® 
In the few “ Notes” last week on tench-fishing in the Thames, the captures 
described all took place in the morning between 9 a.m, and 1 p.m. As this 
might mislead a few of our readers into supposing that after breakfast is the 
best time for tench-fishing, it is as well to say that, when the river is of ordinary 
summer clearness, tench bite best soon aftar daybreak and about sunset. It is 
only when the water is discoloured that they may be reasonably expected to feed 


up to midday. Probably the best all-round bait for tench is the lobworm. The © 


angler whose experiences we described last week found that if he threaded the 
worm, or merely hooked it across the middle, he met with poor success, the fish 
only playing with the bait for a second, and then leaving it. The habit of the 
tench seems to be to take the bait just between their lips, and to “munch” (if 
we may use the word) it, before really taking it into their mouths ; for, accord- 
ing to our friend's experience, he missed very few bites when he put the worm 
round the hook several times, soas to make a good succulent lump, of which 
the hook was the centre. ; 
® oo % 2 

It is extraordinary what small details will make or mar a day’s fishing. If 
our friend had persisted in his usual method of baiting, he would probably not 
have caught a single tench. He tried, as an experiment, large Stewart worm- 
tackle on the ledger, and found that it answered capitally for roach and perch ; 
but owing, doubtless, to the reason we have given, was no use for tench. 


Some writers have recommended single-hair on drawn gut to be used in 
tench-fishing. This may be very well in those ponds where the fish rarely exceed 
2lb, in weight ; but the tench of rivers—fine, sporting fish going up to 6lb. or 
71b.—where they have to be held out of weeds and old roots (a common experi- 
ence), will severely try the strength of gut of medium pets 

% a % % 

Last week a Newbury correspondent, in sending an account of an angling 
contest and the subsequent evening's jollifications (the evening seemed to have 
been more satisfactory than the day), took exception to our not mentioning a 
certain inn situated on the Kennett, while, referring to the trout-fishing in the 
Lambourne, we did commend one situated on that excellent trout-stream. It 
is really no part of our duty to give a list of ali the hotels within half a mile 
of any particular fishing, nor would our readers thank us for it. ~When we 
know an inn to be clean, comfortable, and the landlord of which charges in 
moderation, it is to our readers’ interest that we should mention it. However, 
we do not hesitate to say that the White House merits the praises lavished upon 
it by our correspondent. It is situated close to the Kennett, and afew minutes’ 
walk from the Lambourne. The Swan, mentioned in these “ Notes” during 
the May Fly season, is on the edge of the Limbourne, and is, of course, visited 
more particularly by trout-fishers. Both inns are kept by very yO Sy people. 

3 3 % % 


The writer of the article on the “ Newbury Angling Association—The Open- 
ing Day in the Kennet,” in last week's Gazerre, desires to express his sorrow 
that he should have unwittingly omitted to mention the name of Mr. Allaway 
as among the generous givers of prizes. He regrets this the more as the above 
gentleman has been always a firm supporter and friend of the above angling 
association, and he trusts that, as a good angler and true, he will accept this as 
the amende honorable from “ M. H. L.” 

ES % % 2 e 

Yesterday week an eel about three feet long was seen floating, belly upwards, 
and dead, in the Thames near Putney Bridge. Dead coarse fish have also 
been occasionally noticed in the river in the same locality, no doubt owing to 
the drought and the impurity of the little water there has been left when the 
tide was out. 








i “ ANTI-MIDGE.” 

Mr. L. N. CORDEN, chemist, Pulborough, sends us a bottle of his 
“ Anti-Midge,” which is, we believe, one of the best preventives of 
midge and gnat bites. One of the ingredients appears to be oil of 
cloves, which has long been used to ward off the attacks of these 
flying pests. The anti-midge is pleasant to use, which is more than 
can be said of some of the midge cures one is expected to rub on the 
hands and face before going out for an evening’s fishing; Mr. 
Corden is also proprietor of the “ Osborne Bouquet,” a very delicious 
and refreshing scent. 
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remarkable of which I have knowledge, for his records have always heretofore 
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THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


THE annual summer dinner of this old-established society took place 
this year at the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, Chertsey, on Tuesday evening 
last, under the presidency of Mr. Thomas Huggett and Mr. Graham 
Gordon, who were supported by Dr. Startin, Dr. Coates, Messrs. R. S. 
Fennings, T. R. Sachs, T. Gillatt, D. Goodger, M. H. Blamey, EH. H. 
Blamey, W. H. Brougham, G. F. Spencer, H. Gray, Edward Foreman, 
F. H. Lemann, &c., &e. Mr. R. B. Marston, who had accepted an 
invitation to be present, was prevented at the Jast moment. Previous 
to the dinner, several of the visitors, by the kind permission of Mr. 
James Forbes, inspected his stock of fish and birds, also the grounds, 
and were much delighted with the visit. 

The dinner, which took place in the large room of the hotel at six o’clock, 
was admitted by all to have been the best summe> entertainment of the society, 
and embraced all the delicacies of the season, which were served up in a very 
creditable and praiseworthy manner. After the loyal voasts had been disposed 
of, the Chairman gave “ Continued Prosperity to the Piscatorial Society,” which 
had now been in existence over fifty years, and amongst its rules it recognised 
in the competitions only specimen fish, which he considered was a great thing 
for any angling society to do. It was also the object of the society to make the 
members good anglers, and he felt great pleasure in stating they were never in 
a better state of prosperity and of members who fully upheld the character of 
Phe toast was drank with great heartiness. Mr. R. 8S. Fennings 
briefly replied, and endorsed the remark of the chairman as to the members 
being all fair and honest fishermen. Mr. Graham Gordon proposed ‘The Thames 
Angling Preservation Society,” which, from the manner it did its work on the 
river, was entitled to the hearty support of angling clubs and anglers, and in 
coupling the name of Mr. W. H. Brougham with the toast, referred to the great 
number of years he had been associated with that society, and how ably and 
efficiently he had performed his duties for the benefit of the anglers. Mr. 
W. H. Brougham, in thanking them for the kind manner in which his name had 
been received, referred to the work of sinking punts in the river as silent river- 
keepers, and assured those present that, although he was getting old in the 
service of the society, he was as desirous as ever to do all he could for the benefit 
of all classes of anglers. Mr. G. F. Spencer kindly offered to give a punt for 
sinking in the river, which was gladly accepted by Mr. Brougham. Mr. E. 
Foreman gave “ The Chairman,” and spoke of Mr. Huggett not only as a good 
member, but one of the best of anglers. The other toasts were “'The Press,” 
“The President” (Mr. F.G. Pearce), ‘‘The Vice-Chairman,” “ The Secretary,” and 
“The Visitors”; and the Chairman, in giving the last toast of ‘‘ The Host,” took 
occasion to award to Mr. G. I’. Spencer the highest praise for the splendid dinner 
he had provided for them, and assured him he had never sat down to a better, or 
one that had been better served. Mr. G. F. Spencer, who is a member of the 
society, briefly returned thanks, and expressed himself pleased with the satis- 
faction his catering had given them. 





HOW THE CASTING WAS DONE AT THE LAST 
AMERICAN TOURNAMENT. 


THE following extracts from a letter from Mr. Henry P. Wells, of 
New York, will be read with interest :— 

“We finished the annual tournament of the National Rod and 
Reel Association, of which you may possibly be aware I am presi- 
dent, yesterday at Central Park, Pinclose, a coup!e of slips from the 
New York Herald of 26th and 27th giving particulars. We have 
endeavoured, as far as our limited knowledge would permit, to 
assimilate our contests to yours, so that the results obtained in each country 
could be compared. Every precaution has been taken to make our results and 
figures absolutely reliable. We arranged matters in this way. A represents the 
shore line of ‘ Harlem Mere’ in Central Park ; B stands for casters, projecting 


about 25ft. out into lake, and 1ft. in height above the water; C is a braided 
cord saturated with paraflin, stretched tight, and provided with marked buoys, 
the first at 50ft. from the platform, and then in succession every 5ft. thereafter. 
The casting was parallel to and close beside this marked measuring line, and the 
distances awarded to the competitors were determined by where the stretcher 
fly lit on the water with reference to the buoys on the measuring line. The 
caster placed his advanced foot, or rather the toe of his advanced foot, against a 
batten nailed on the platform, and the actual distance in feet and inches, as 
indicated by the buoys on the measuring line which intervened between the 
batten and where his stretcher fly lit on the water, was the distance credited to 
him. I do not think an error of 6in. was possible. I verified the measuring line 
myself on both days, measuring the distance from the batten to the 50ft. mark, 
and then the distance between each buoy, and the position of each having been 
rectified, I took one measurement from the 140ft. buoy back to the batten to 
prove the result. The 140 buoy was a little less than 2in. in excess of the 
distance it indicated. The line was well soaked and stretched before measuring. 
In short, everything that could be devised to insure exact results was done. Of 
course, casting on a lake, there was no current to aid the caster. Leonard’s cast 
of 88ft., with a 5oz. split bamboo rod with his left hand, I consider the most 


been made with his right hand.” 
re ae ae ee aD 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Changes of temperature and weather frequently upset persons who are 
most careful of their health, and particular in their diet. These corrective, purifying, and gentle 
aperient Pills are the best remedy for all defective action of the digestive organs, They augment the 
appetite, strengthen the stomach, correct biliousness, and carry off all that is noxious from the system. 
Holloway’s Pills are composed of rare balsams, unmixed with baser matter, and on that account are 
peculiarly well adapted for the young, delicate, and aged. As this priceless medicine has gained fame 
in the past, so will it preserve it in the future by its renovating and invigorating qualities, and the 
impossibility of its doing harm, 
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FISHING -AT DEAL FROM THE. PIER . WITH ROD 
AND LINE, AND FROM BOATS NEAR THE GOODWIN 
SANDS. 

August and September are the best months, as codlings, pollack, 

whiting, horse mackerel, silver whitings, pouting ditto, plaice, dabs, 

and other fish are to be had in abundance with rod, Nottingham 
winch, and gut paternoster. 

Baits, such as lug-worms, are sold on the beach or on the end of the pfer. 
Cockles and shrimps are excellent baits for silver and pouting whitings. At 
dusk itis best to fish for pollack with a short rod and line, a gut swivel trace, 
with pipe-lead sinker above, and with two small triangles and single hooks, a 
foot apart, on which parchment imitations of a fish, about bleak size, are 
attached. This is thrown in as you would any spinning bait, wriggling it about. 
Pollack are numerous at the pier after the snigs. The moment you hook a fish 
no law must be allowed, otherwise the pollack would dash in among the iron’ 
pier supports and break you. If a large fish, drop the rod and haul him in hand 
over hand. I saw one of 64lb. caught recently. Last week, one favourable 
evening, there were more than thirty ladies and gentlemen fishing for pollack 
and whitings, &e. 

There are boats fitted up with the necessary hand-lines suitable for a party of 
two or three, and it is usual to bring home the fish by the scores ; but it is not 
advisable to go out on a rough day. The proprietor of the Antwerp Hotel, 
opposite the pier, Mr. Otway, is an angler, and would give the necessary infor- 
mation. He also supplies excellent refreshments at moderate charges, and 
capital sitting and bedrooms at angler’s prices. 

The toll collector would tell the visitor the best time of the day, according to 
the tide, to fish from the pier. He knows me well, and both he and Mr. 
Lawrence, the pier master, are very obliging. The refreshment-room is rented 
by Mr. Otway, and a band of music plays twice a day. 

Twisted gut paternosters, with three brass cross-bars and swivels, suitable for 
pier-fishing, 6d. each, can be bought at Frost Brothers, ironmongers, High- 
street, Deal, who keep the proper tinned hooks to use with same. ° 
T. R. Sacus. 





WORMS THIS DRY WEATHER. 


WoRMS are almost worth their weight in silver this dry season, and 
in many places are not to be had either for love or money. Well- 
scoured maiden lobs and lobs are in great request now for salmon, 
barbel, bream, and other fishing, and it will be doubtless useful to 
many of our readers in all parts of these parched-up islands to know 
that these worms can be had by return of post, as will be seen from 
the following letter. We must not forget to say that the worms 
arrived the day after they were sent off, as cool and fresh as 
cucumbers, in damp moss and old sacking :— 

“ Sir,—It has occurred to me you might kindly give me a mention 7¢ worms, 
and that you may see how they arrive through post, I forward an assortment 
‘maiden” lobs, and lobs for salmon and barbel hook purposes. They travel 
well to Scotland and Ireland, the small maiden lobs being excellent for small 
and large trout. I have lately had special underground places made, and have 
now the finest scoured worms it is possible to procure. Iam getting 2s. per 100 
for worms as per sample sent, and 2s. maiden lobs ; but, of course, I have to find 
box and pay postage. Give these to any friend going out, or a tackle-maker if 
no use to friends. “Your obedient servant, 

“R,. B. Marston, Esq. “ B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 

“P.S,—On arrival, I advise my customers to lay them between damp sacking 
in a cool, dark place, as they get distressed in hot weather, but ina couple of 
hours regain their strength and vigour if thus treated.” 


Pa a) 





SINKING PUNTS TO PROTECT THE THAMES FISHERY. 


Tur old practice of sinking punts in the deeps and other suitable places is 
now being extensively carried out by the energetic committee of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, permission having first of all to be obtained 
from the Thames Conservators, which in all cases is readily granted when 
it has been ascertained there is sufficient depth of water. These punts, being 
well covered with tenter-hooks and large nails, which is of the greatest 
importance, act as silent keepers, and no netting can be done where they 
exist. In any neighbourhood where punts are presented to the committee the 
wish of the donor as to any particular position or place has always their first 
consideration, and they are also anxious to purchase any old punts for sinking 
purposes wherever they can be obtained. On Friday evening in last week two 
punts were sunk in the neighbourhood of Penton Hook, under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Alfred Nuthall, Mr. John Knechili, and Mr. W. H. Brougham 
(secretary). The first was sunk in about 10ft. of water opposite the Fishing 
Temple, and had been purchased by the committee for that purpose. The 
second, which had been presented by Alfred Harris, one of the Laleham 
fishermen, through Mr. John Knechtli, was sunk just below Penton Hook Lock 
in about 7ft. of water, the place having been chosen by the donor and approved 
by the Conservancy Board. At the present time there are three boats to be 
sunk in the Kingston districts as soon as arrangements can be made to do so, 
and if this practice can be fully carried out in all portions of the river, the work 
of the paid river-keepers will be a very simple and an inexpensive one, as their 
duty will mainly consist in the prevention of unsizeable and unseasonable fish 
being taken both by anglers from the banks as well as those who fish 
from punts. B. 
————————— 

Tun Turtite Dove.—The angler who is pursuing his sport near the wheat and 
grey pea fields might now and then observe the migratory turtle dove, mentioned in 
 Solomon’s Song.” When the wheat is hardening, and the pulse are ripening, these 
birds comein numbers—not in flocks, like wood pigeons (native and “ foreign )—and 
take toll of the pulse especially, The adult turtle isa bird of beauty, and so is the 
wood pigeon; but the former is smaller. Possibly it seeks the seeds of wild 
flowers among the wheat crops. The lapwing will soon congregate, and be seen 
running among the turnip fields, and in the stubbles after harvest, The peewit : 
an elegant bird while running along the ground, and the plume gives it an additiona 
grace, The night hawk, or fern owl will be busy after the chafers and moths soon 
after sunset, and young wild ducks are priming for August 1,— ANGLER - 
NATURALIST. 

. - i set sleeves, 
tasks: will a8 Se eee as mamnett fade in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire, For patterns and instructions for self-raeasurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48 South Molton-street, W. 
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THE ROD FISHER'S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
' ery 


BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “WE GO A-FISHING. 


By Epwarp Hamitron, M.D., F.L.S., &., 
Author of * Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Se. 


(Continued from page 46.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 


Tur Waite Turoat (Sylvia rufa, Curruca cinerea), or the Bird which hatches 
, the Cuckoo’s Egg, 


is of a reddish-brown colour on the back, the under-parts pale brownish-white 
tinged with rose colour, the chin and throat being white—hence the name. 
Its manners differ also from the Willow Warbler, often letting you know of its 
presence by the curious alarm note, “ Chzh-Chzh” ; and you may see him on the 
topmost twig of a bramble or the upper part of the flowering stem of the 
meadow sweet, with head feathers erected into a crest, his throat full and 
quivering with excitement, whilst he pours out a rather sweet, but short, song. 
Bloomfield says— 
“The sporting white throat, on some twig’s end borne, 
Pour’d hymns to freedom and the rising morn.” 


Tus WREN (Troglodytes parvulus), the little bird that lives in a hole. Order; 
Passeres ; Fam., Troglodytes, 


Is one of the most familiar of our bird companions. It matters not where you 
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The beautifal moss-domed nest of this little bird is often found in the roof 
of a summer-house, or in some ivy, or by the side of an old tree, Wordsworth 
says 1— 

“ Among the dwellings framed by birds 
In field or forest with nice care, 
Is none that with the little wren’s 
In snugness may compare.” 


And Mr. J. Whitaker gives the following interesting account of these birds 
building their nests with the materials nearest at hand :— 


“ Wrens’ Nusts.—Some time ago I described in the Zoologist a wren’s nest which 
had been built in a straw-stack, and as the outside was entirely composed of straw, 
T remarked that these little birds assimilated their nests generally to the surrounding 
objects. Since then I have formed another opinion—namely, that they mike their 
nests of the nearest available materials, which very often match the surroundings of 
the nest. I may mention the following nests which have come under my notice : — 
One in brown bracken, all outside of bracken; one ina wall over a bed of nettles, 
the outside being composed of pieces and leaves of nettles ; one near a carpenter's 
shop, all outside of shavings ; one in an arbour—here the nest was built in the side 
in some old heather, and was made of old grass which was used to stop up holes in 
the window of the arbour; the light brown grass was very conspicuous against the 
dark heather. One ina beech-treeon the lawn was formed of new-mown grass from 
a heap below the branch on which it was placed._J. WHITAKER (Rainworth Lodge, 
Mansfield).”’ 


Erratum.—Page 45, first column, for “ Bradshaw ” read “ Crawshaw.” 


(To be continued.) 





THe WHITE THROAT. 


may be, whether by the riverside, or preparing your tackle on the garden seat, if 
you remain on one spot for a very short time a wren will sure to come and havea 
look at you. Many and many a time, when we have been “ far from the madding 
crowd,” in most out-of-the-way places, sitting quietly down either to rest, to 
sketch, or to change our flies, our attention would be drawn to something moving 
among the bushes—a little brown object would appear and as quickly disappear, 
and then again out it would come with its tail cocked up, peering at you with a 
pert, yet confiding look, and treating you with a burst of his thrilling, quick, 
and bustling song. One is never lonely when a wren is near. 


In many parts of England, to killa wren is tantamount to bringing down on 
the family of the murderer, poverty and misfortune, if not something worse— 


“The robin and the wren 
Are God Almighty’s cock and hen,” 
And Drayton says— 


“ The hedge-sparrow and her compeer the wren, 
Which simple people call ‘Our Lady’s hen.’” 


In Ireland, however, this poor little bird was formerly subjected to severe perse- 
cution on Christmas Day, when the hunting of the wren took place—a barbarous 
custom, the origin for which is not well known. Mr. and Mrs. 8. C. Hall, in 
their “Ireland, its Scenery and Character,” say that when the Danes invaded 
Ireland the Irish were on the point of surprising their enemies during sleep, 
when a wren perched upon a drum, awoke the sentinels just in time to save the 
army, whereupon the bird was denounced as a traitor, outlaw, &c., and condemned 
to be killed whenever met. 


On St. Stephen’s Day the hunting of the wren and then slinging the poor birds 
on a pole was a usual custom in the South of Ireland. ‘The children with this 


pole went about soliciting alms and singing a song, part of which is here quoted 
from Mr. 8. C. Hall’s book :— 


“The wran, the wran, the king of all birds, 
St. Stephen’s Day was cot in the furze ; 
Although he is little, his family’s grate, 
Put your hand in your pocket and give us a trate. 
Sing holly, sing ivy, sing ivy, sing holly, 
A drop just to drink, it would drown melancholy.” 


Tue WREN. 


Fis PoIsoNING IN CUMBERLAND.—At the Penrith Police-Court two men, 
named Henry Hodgson, labourer, and Edward Lyle, rabbit catcher, both of Penrith, 
were charged with unlawfully destroying a number of fish, the property of Mr, 
Hudleston, of Hutton John, in a beck called Kalley Beck, Greystoke, on the 4th 
inst. Mr, Lamonby appeared for the prosecution, and Mr. Westmorland, of Cariisle, 
for the defence. Edward Nicholson said that between 8 and 9 o’clock iu the even- 
ing he saw the two defendants standing by the riverside, near Kalley Beck. When 
they saw him they took off,and he didn't see them again until they were on 
the other side of the river. About a quarter of an hour after he looked into the 
pool where the defendants had been, and saw a lot of fish, some lying at the bottom, 
some floating on the top. He took sixteen of the fish out of the water with a stick ; 
some were dead, Oneof the men’s pockets was swollen out. From further evidence 
it appeared that the circumstances were communicated to the police, and police- 
constable Wilkin, of Pooley, ultimately found the defendants at Penruddock. They _ 
made several false statements, but at length confessed that they were at the wash- 
pool at the time stated. They denied having poisoned the fish. Witness went to 
the pool afterwards, and counted upwards of 100 small fish dead. Several large ones 
were floating about, and were nearly dead. Francis Crowden, chemist, Penrith, said 
the defendant Lyle bought two pounds of chlorinate of lime from him on Moaday 
week, He said it was to destroy rats. He had sold the same thing to defendant 
twice before this summer, The lime was a deadly poison. Mr. Westmorland, for the 
defence, said the case rested upon the evidence of the boy Nicholson, which, he held, 
was not sufficient to convict the defendants upon so serious a charge. ‘Lhe bench 
said they had decided to convict. It was quite evident thata large quantity of fish had 
been poisoned which might have been used for food. Then, again, with such a deadly 
poison in the river there was the danger of poisoning the cattle, which in this case 
were taken out of the field for safety. The full penalty under the Act was £5. In 
the case of Lyle, who had been convicted three times before, they would impose the 
full penalty ; in default, two months’ imprisonment. Hodgson, who seemed to have 
been led away, would be fined £1, or one month, 


——— 


SEVERE PENALTY FOR FisH PoACHING.—Jonathan Denwood and his son John 
Denwood, of Cockermouth, were charged with illegally fishing in the Derwent on — 
the 15th inst. Mr. T, C. Burn appeared to prosecute on behalf of the Derwent 
Fishery Board. The younger defendant did not appear, John Moses and Chris- 
topher Oliver, water bailiffs, observed the men netting in the river at Stoddart Pots. 
Moses took the nets from them, and also seven sea-trout. Previous convictions for 
similar offences were handed to the Bench. The defendants were fined £5 each for 
illegal fishing, and £6 each for the fish found in their possession, or, in default, two 
months’ imprisonment, with hard labour, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTR, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. } 
ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
VisiTiInG List (SouTHERN Disraicr). 

Anglers south of the Thames please note the next visit on this lististo the Anchor 
and Hope Angling Society, held at the William the Fourth, Canal Bridge, Old Kent- 
road, 8.E., on Monday, August 15—Joun SmrtH, district officer. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 8s. from 
the donation box of the Clapton Angling Society, and 4s. 2d. collected at the visit 
of the South London United to the Peckham Brothers Angling Society.—R. 
GHURNEY, secretary, 





5 BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We have had some good shows of fish this week, Mr. Jamieson weighing in 141b. 
of bream ; Mr. Steggles a good show of roach ; Mr. Elton bream from Welsh Harp. 


—J.J. 
; BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 22nd inst., Mr. W. Robbins presided, with Mr. Geo. Bryan in the 
vice-chair. The minutes and cash account for the previous week having been read 
and confirmed, and other minor matters disposed of, the members, in the absence of 
a pianist, indulged in a general conversation, introducing fishing lore and sundry 
reminiscences of the past. On Saturday several of our members left town for 
Esher and Claremont subscription Fishery, three out of the half-dozen coming home 
with fair takes, W. Robbins heading the list with three bream, one chub, one perch, 
and two eels, whilst G. Salisbury had two bream going 44lb.,and your humble 
servant two bream, the largest 3lb. 2}0z._ During the coming holidays we expect to 
do great things in the piscatorial line, and I shall, under present circumstances and 
conditions of weather, be greatly surprised if our tables do not fairly groan with the 
weight of fish on Monday evening next. Our permanent address is the King John’s 
Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road,—J., DEPLIDGE, hon. sec. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in on the 24th inst. :—Mr. R. Gafney, 61b. 1540z. ; 
Mr. W. Davison, 5lb. 14$0z.; Mr. J. Court, 51b. 9oz. ; Mr. D. Dodson, 4lb, 2}0z.—A. 
Conn, sec. 

; BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Nothing much in the way of sport to report. Mr. Dutton, bream, from the Arun ; 
and Mr. Avis, dace from the Thames. Mr, Austin promises to do his best to bring 
another show of tench on Wednesday next. Last Wednesday, being quarterly night, 
Mr. Ducker, chairman, and Mr. Dutton, secretary, were re-elected. It was also de- 
cided to have a sweepstake for Bank holiday ; members wishing to join may do so 
on the 31st inst., when final arrangements will be made.—W. DuTTON, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

July 27, Mr. E. Gieen presiding. The minutes of the previous meeting were con- 
firmed. ‘he prize-list and membership increased. A discussion emanating from 
the president, as regards the competition for the special series of prizes that has 
also been considerably augmented, was spiritedly taken up by the members, and ad- 
journed until Wednesday next. July 24.—a goodly muster of Ye Friars of Order 
_ Blacke proceeded by the 7.25 a.m. train from London Bridge to Horley, and competed 
| for the six prizes as already announced. Most of Ye Friars were strangers to the 

Mole at Horley ; but were unanimous in their opinion that it was adequate in every 
particular for a competition of this description—a restricted roving match. The 
Mole at Horley is reported to be well-stocked with chub, bream, and roach, and 
when in condition should yield the angler good sport. On this occasion large catches 
were not anticipated ; just now rain would be the panacea. Howeve~, the following 
were the prize-winners :—1, Mr. R. Atchison, whose take included a roach of 1b. 5 
2, Mr. W. Uutchins ; 3, Mr. W. Poole ; 4, Mr. John Smith. Others members had fish, 
but not regulation weight ; consequently, the two remaining prizes will be fished 
for per next. The competitors expressed themselves highly delighted with their 
day’s recreation, and awarded Mr. R. Atchison and the secretary a vote of thanks, to 
whom the arrangements had been entrusted.—JoHN Smrra, hon, see. 

CLAPTON, 

The ordiuary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Tidbury in the chair. 
Mr. Ghurney reported the drawing of the Lea at Waltham, and was pleased to say 
not a single fish was lost or injured, owing to the great care taken by the river- 
keepers, who took the fish that were left in the small pools and placed them in the 
deeper water. ‘The four new members nominated at the last meeting were balloted 
for and duly elected ; also one new member nominated. The catches reported were 
—Mr. Bedell, roach and dace from Day’s water ; Mr. Crook, Tench, carp, and roach 
from private water ; Mr. Moll, roach, bream, perch, and eels from Dagenham ; Mr. 
Wilks, a chub 331b. from private water ; Mr. Colls, one dozen good perch and one 
jack (:eturned) ; Mr. Bareham, perch and several small jack (all returned). A vote 
of thanks to the chairman closed the meeting.—H. HALL, assist. hon, sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

At a mceting of this club on Wednesday, July 27th, several questions were dis- 
cussed respecting the weighing-in of fish on the 24th inst., and other things, which 
will be brough. forward at a later meeting, when all members should attend. The 
following takes of fish have been weighed-in since our last report :—Mr. H. Kelley, 
on Saturday, July 3, took five tench, in fine condition, weighing 91b. 9oz. gross, the 
largest going 2lb, loz. and 2lb. 4oz. respectively ; Mr. Wells, on Saturday, July 23, at 
Richmoud, one barbel, 3lb. 150z.; and Mr. Stallworthy, fine show of roach from 
Thames, the largest weighing 1lb. 240z., smallest 10oz., also a fine chub, 21b, 2302. 
Several other members went out with small luck. A very enjoyable Batchelors’ 
tench supper was given to a few members on Tuesday night by our late hon. sec., 
Mr. N. Aspray, which went off very well. Next meeting of this club will be held 
Wednesday, August 3rd, at 8.30 p.m., when all members are requested to attend,— 
A, E. EVANS, sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF ANGLERS. 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Friday, August 5th, at 8.30 p.m. 
Secretaries of the various societies are requested to note the following change of 
address, and also to forward all communications direct to the secretary, Mr. W. J. 
Wade, 132, Fort-road, Bermondsey, S.E.—W. WADE, sec. 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members showed up strong last meeting night, when our late member, Mr. 
Tallman, was proposed for re-election. We have four to ballot for next meeting 
night. Several of our members wee out on the 24th inst., but only two weighed-in 
fish. Mr, Field a nice lot of dace, and Mr, Lee barbel.—A. CLARK. 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

The members of the above society have been very busy during the past week. 
There have been some good takes of roach by Messrs. Coombs, Kendall, Elder, and 
Auckland, the latter gentleman showing a splendid specimen, in grand condition, 
weighing Ilb. 30z.; Mr. Jarvis showing some good tench. At the Bowes Park com- 
petition, .Mr. Yardley took the second prize.—E. T. ELpmt,, hon. sec. 

EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

On the 26th inst., the second match of this society was fished at Annesley, from 
Monses’s (Hel’s Foot). There were 19 entries for five prizes. The following are the 
names of the competitors who weighed-in for the prizes: 1st, Mr. O. Harrison, 
12lb. 7oz. ; 2nd, Mr. J. Chasteney, 11lb. 7oz. ; 3rd, Mr. W. Lowne, 1b, 4oz.; 4th, 
Mr. S. Chasteney, 101b, l4oz.; 5th, Mr. H. Clark, 101b. 50z. The match wasa stake- 
down one, Mr, I’, Lupton acted as umpire.—W. LowNnt, hon. sec. 

? GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

As reported last week, the nights of meeting are now altered to Fridays and 

Sundays. A “Four-line Whip” has been sent to members for a “ monster meeting ” 





to beheld next Friday evening,” when a“ Plan of Campaign” amonst the various 
waters and their coveted inhabitants wi'l be discussed and arranged, with a view to 
more general and successful operation in angling. After the business matters have 
been disposed of, several of the members, who are equally skilful with their instru- 
mental and vocal powers as with the rod and line, and who combine in_ the highest 
degree the art of amusement with the piscatorial art, have promised ito attend to 
enliven the proceedings. Members of other societies will be heartily welcome.—W. 
H. JOHNSON, sec. 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members will fish a peg-down match at Waltham, on August 7th. All start 
by the 95 train from Liverpool:street. The prizes are given by several gentlemen 
belonging to the club. Our return visit will take place on Tuesday, August 9th, 
when Mr. P. Geen will read his excellent paper “ Where and How to Fish the Fleet 
at Wraysbury, and the members will be glad to welcome any brother angler that 
would like to pay us a visit on that occasion. Our annual dinner will take place as 
usual, at the Rye House on Monday, August 22nd. There will be sports after the 
dinner.—R. MurRpHry. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIB®TY. 

Several members of the Hearts of Oak were out on the 24th inst., and Mr. A. Fish, 
as usual, made a splendid show of bream and roach. Messrs. Russell, Churchill, 
Braham, jun., and Glover also gave good shows, all in very good condition.—W. H. 
FENNER, sec. 

HULME, ELLESMERE, ANGLING SOCIETY (MANCHESTER). 

The members of this society fished the annual match in the canal at Broken Cross, 
near Northwich, on the 24th, many members and friends going by waggonette. The 
draw for places was at the Black Greyhound Hotel, Costock, Graham, after which 
we adjourned for dinner, which was served in first-rate style by Mr. Buckley, the 
host. This year we made a new departure, each member being allowed from the 
funds their railway fares, cost of dinner, and refreshments. The muster was good, 
only two being absent, one through a painful illness. At the call of time it was ap- 
parent there would be some close weighing, for the takes of fish was better all round 
than on any previous occasion. After the scaling, Mr. J. Buckley was adjudged the 
first prize, Mr. I’, Bibby 2nd, Mr, A, Tomlinson 3rd, Mr. T. Rock 4th, Mr. J. Siddy 
5th, Mr. J. Coxon 6th, Mr. J. Hampson 7th, and Mr. A. Whittaker 8th. The prizes 


t 


were handed over to the’successful competitors at our meeting the following night. 


—T. Rock, sec. 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On the 24th the members fished in the river Stort, from Burnt Mill to Harlow, for. 


eleven valuable prizes, with the following result :—lst, Mr, J. Jevans, roach and 
dace, 3lb, 440z. ; 2nd, Mr. H. Steadman, roach, 2lb. 1340z.; 3rd, Mr. G. Hunt, roach, 
1lb. 1230z.; 4th, Mr, W. Pledgen, roach, lib. 530z. ; 5th, Mr. S. Cole, roach, I1b. 3oz. ; 
6th, Mr. T. Haycox, roach, 1lb. loz. ; 7th, Mr. W. Cooper, roach, 150z.; 8th, Mr. A. 
Hattemore, roach, l3oz.; 9th, Mr. J. Baylee, roach, 1140z. ; 10th, Mr. T. Hammond, 
roach, 8$0z. ; 11th, Mr, F, Gardner, roach, 3}0z. Messrs. W. High, E. Harris, and G. 
Lotcho weighed roach, Mr. E. Hammond, bream, and Mr. W. Norman, bream and 
roach from other waters.—R. GHURNEY. 
ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

The first meeting in August will take place on the 2nd, Tuesday next, Monday 

being a Bank Holiday.—C. H. KENNETT, hon. sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Five special prizes were fished for on the 24th inst. at Hatfield Peverel ; only one 
was taken, that was by Mr. Butt. It was decided that the remaining four be com- 
peted for on August 7th, at Weybridge, same conditions. Mr. Harris announced that 
he would give a prize to go with the above, so making five prizes. In the event of 
whole or part of the above not being taken on the day named, what is left to be 
fished for on August 14th, between Carthagena Weir and Ratty’s Weir. Messrs, 
W. Wilkinson, N. Martin, and G, Elliott will each give a prize to be fished for on 
Wednesday, August 10th, between Carthagena Weir and Ratty’s Weir, same con 
ditions as the above prizes—viz., no take under lb. to take a prize.—H. B. ; 


INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Since our last report, several of our members have been out, but have not met” 


with much success. Messrs. D. Keep and C. Smart, fishing together, got a decent 
show of dace with a few roach, together weighing 13lb. 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We have had some rain this week, but not sufficient to make any appreciable rise 
in the rivers, &e. We have decided to make our holiday excursion to the Vyrnwy, 
at Llanymynech, on Monday next; but Iam afraid, in consequence of the very low 
state of the water, sport will be indifferent. But we cannot pass over a public 
holiday without having an outing ; it would seem like a day lost, so we go forth on 
all these occasions and take pot-luck.—R. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening at the Alma Tavern, 
59, Newington-green-road, N., when the minutes of previous meeting were confirmed. 
The only members who have weighed-in during the week are Mr. J. Bunn, roach 
and dace; Mr. J. W. Dyer, roach; Mr, C. S. Blackman, bream and roach; Mr. A 
May, roach and dace, who also had an eel fully 2lb. Several others have been out, 
but have not been successful.—A. MAy, hon. sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Although several of our members were out during the past week, only one 
weighed-in fish—viz., Mr. Seigenberg, who on the 17th inst. had 91b. 40z. of roach ; 
on the 19th, 191b. of roach and dace, seventeen dace scaling just 12lb., best fish, 
1230z., sent to “ Fishing,” best roach, 11b. 40z.; and on the 24th, 23lb, 80z. of roach; a 
total of 51lb. 120z. for the three days. The members will fish a roving match 
(public waters only) for three prizes on the 3lst inst, and 1st prox., both days’ fish 
to weigh.—G. T, FLETCHER, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 22nd inst., Mr. J. Brown weighed-in one jack from the Welsh Harp. 24th 
inst. we had a good show of tench, Mr. Edgerton having four, 91b. l20z.; Mr. J. 
Underwood, four, 8lb. 140z.; Mr. Aldis, one, 2lb. 430z., and roach, heavies’ 1lb. loz. ; 
Mr. H. J. Underwood, one, 3lb. 230z., and roach; Mr. Greenwood, two, 3lb. 11}0z., 
and roach ; Mr. 8. W. Brown, barbel, bream, roach, and dace from the Thame. Our 
next outing by road will take place on August 28th to Staines, when we compete 
for eleven prizes. Members and friends wishing to accompany us will please give 
in their names as early as possible-—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

OLD GREEN MAN PISCATORIALS. 

Fishing the Penk at Acton on the 24th inst., Mr. William Pegg caught 16}lb. of 
roach and dace ; Mr. James T, Allen, 1541b. roach; and Mr. Henry Attwood, of the 
Hearts of Oak, about 141b. of roach and dace. The fish were in splendid condition, 


being very firm and quite clean, Mr. Thomas Foley, from the Avon at Stratford: © “ 
on-Avon, on the 23rd, a very fine show of roach, but they were not weighed.—J AMES ~ - 


T, ALLEN, sec. 
READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Monday last a meeting called by the Reading and District Angling Associa- 
tion was held at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, to consider the desirableness of 
amending the present close seasons for fish in the Thames. 
man of the Reading sub-committee in the matter) presided, and Capt. Jackson 
(Marlow) was voted to the vice-chair; the other representatives present being 
Messrs. G. Goodwin, A. C, Butler, H. J. Noyes, and F. Brown (Reading), C.-M. Foottit 


(Marlow), J. W. Knight (Henley-on-Thames), G. R. Cooper and H. English (Oxford). - 
After discussion it was resolved that the most generally acceptable close seasons for -: 


the Upper Thames would be—For pike, perch, and grayling, from the 14th February 
to the 31st July ; for chub, roach, barbel, bream. carp, tench, and dace, from the 14th 
May to the 31st July ; the trout season to remainas at present. At the same meeting 
steps were taken for establishing a closer union of the various up-river preservation 


societies to promote the general interests of Thames anglers. It was arranged to 


’ hold another meeting on the matter about six weeks hence, when steps will be taken 


Mr, A. Harley (chair- — 
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to carry these resolutions into effect, and the hope was expressed that in the mean 
time all interested in this important matter would communicate with Mr. Fred 
Brown, the hon. sec, of the Reading Association. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 24th, Mr. H. Haine exhibited nearly 201b. of bream, 15lb. of which was 
caught the same day. Mr. J. Smith had bream; T. Hill, bream; and F. E. Selth, 
bream, from the Arun. Mr. C. A. Pocock had barbel, bream, and roach; I. Davis, 
roach, dace, and gudgeon ; and J, Wigley had dace and gudgeon from the Thames. 
Mr, Alexander had chub and bream from the Medway. In reference to H. Broad- 
hurst’s Bill, Mr. R. Selth communicated with H. L. Isaacs, the member for Walworth, 
and I am pleased to say that that gentleman has promised to give it his support 
when it comes before the House of Commons, At the meeting held on the 27th, 
R. Selth presiding, it was decided that the competition of the 31st be a roving one, 
and all members having fish to be at Houghton Bridge by 5.30. Members wishing 
to stay down till Monday night can then make arrangements as to the disposing of 
their fish taken on the 31st. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 27th inst., when Messrs. Gay and Ladd were 
elected members. On the 24th inst. Mr. Bradley weighed-in roach, and saved the 
club from a blank. It was resolved that we join the Clerkenwell United Visiting 
List, and that wesupport Mr. Broadhurst’s Fishing in English Rivers Bill now before 
Parliament. The meeting closed with harmony, as usual.—C. PIGGort?, sec. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual summer dinner of this popular suburban club took place at the Grey- 
hound Hotel, Richmond, on Wednesday evening. Mr. M. H. Blamey was in the 
chair, with Mr. H. Dickinson as vice. There were present General Bishop, Messrs. 
P. Geen, H. B. Terrill, H. H. Blamey, W. C. Keates, Alfred Nuthall, F. H. Lemann, 
W. H. Brougham, J. H. Gaunt, G. H. Hester, C. R. Larkins, Bingley, W. H. Nichols, 
G. Wright, H. Clifford Taman, Mr. F. C. Mouflet placed upon the table a very 
excellent dinner, which gave great satisfaction. On the removal of the cloth the 
loyal toasts were cordially given by the chairman. Mr. P. Geen, in generous terms, 
proposed “The Thames Angling Preservation Society,” and referred to a remark 
made by Mr. Thomas Spreckley some years ago, that there ought to be no more 
difficulty in protecting the river from poachers than preventing burglars from 
breaking into his premises in Cannon-street, and he was pleased to say that had been 
realised, and the society was deserving of every support. Mr. Alfred Nuthall replied 
to the toast, and observed the committee were now actively employed in sinking 
punts as silent keepers, and if this was doue in every portion, there would be no need 
of paid river-keepers. In conclusion Mr, Nuthall presented the Chairman with a 
deputation from the Conseryators to act as a honorary river-keeper for the T.A.P.S, 
General Bishop gave “The Richmond Piscatorial Society” in well-chosen words, 
which was acknowledged by the chairman, who assured those present of his deter- 
mination most vigorously to prorote the interests of the club. “The Chairman,” 
‘the Officers and Committee,” “the Visitors,’ and “the Press,” were the other 
toasts. Previous to the dinner there was a fishing competition, Messrs. H. Dickinson 
and W. H. Brougham being the judges. The first prize was awarded to irs Wie Es 
Nichols for the greatest number of specimen fish ; the second prize was given to 
Mr, M. H. Blamey for the next greatest number; the third prize was won by Mr. 
Bingley for the best specimen fish; and the fourth prize was obtained by Mr. G. H. 
Hester for the next best specimen. Theze was some good singing interspersing 
the toasts, and a duet on the banjo was greatly applauded. 

Received too late for last week. | 
ST. GHORGE’S ANGLING SOCIBLVY. 

On the 16th inst. Mr. Pheasant won the second prize of the first series, and Mr. 
Etherington won the third. The fourth ‘still remains to be won. Mr. Gibbs also 
weighed bream and roach. The members of the above club respectrully request the 
secretary of Ye Olde Blacke Friars to return the book of tickets (re Mr. Luiff's gifts) 
as soon as possible.-—THIRSTY TIDDLER. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Another good meeting. Mr. Kelly partly fulfilled his promise of last week by 
bringing up another carp, beating the one of last week, this one weighing 111b, 2o0z. ; 
in the interval getting two more, weighing about 24lb. Having a few days more to 
devote to them, he hopes to make up the hundredweight. I hope next week to give 
full particulars of our new club house, the King’s Head, Gerrard-street, Shaftesbury- 
avenue, W.—PELICAN. , 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show of fish on the 23rd inst., the most promising amongst them 
being ©. Beard, with a pretty show of carp, (largest scaling 2lb. 12%0z.; ‘I’. Jones, 
having bream and roach; W. Hooper, dace and bream ; and G. Free, roach. A 
handsome writing desk will be fished on the 31st inst., for the gross weight of 
roach from the Lea or Stort.—W. S. W. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Members of the above society fished a pegged-down match at Paddock Wood on 
the 24th inst. for several money prizes; but, of course, not much sport being had. 
Mr. J. Currans, lst prize ; Mr. F. Morse, 2nd; Mr. W. Tyler, 3rd; Mr. J. Payne, 4th. 
Several other members had fish. Mr. W. Windred, a nice show of roach, the largest 
1lb. 20z. Hope to see all our members busy next week.—H. T. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th we had a pretty good show of fish, considering the weather. Mr. 
Dartnall had some good-sized roach and a few bream from Amberley, weighing 
1141b.; Mr. Hopkins, one bream, 21b. 1440z., and roach and dace; Mr. Sloper, roach 
and dace, 41b. 530z., and one barbel, 3lb. 802. ; Mr. Newbury had 8lb. of dace and 
barbel. On the 26th Messrs. Newbury and Sloper had about 141b., of roach and dace. 
At the meeting on Wednesday it was decided that the excursion and dinner this year 
shall be at Ripley. I shall be glad of the names of members intending to accom- 
pany us as early as possible to prevent disappointment.—W. W. A. 

ee 


IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE ARD LouGH Metvin.—Rain continued to fall at frequent intervals all 
through the past week, with a strong south-west breeze, and sport would have been 
first-class but that the river got very much discoloured; still, some fair sport was 
obtained. The following are the week’s results :—Mr. H. B. Hodson, on Monday, 
one salmon, 15lb., and three grilse, 431b., 44lb., and 41b.; on Tuesday, one salmon, 
9lb.; on Wednesday, one salmon, 171b.; on Thursday, one salmon, 10lb., and a grilse 
of 8lb.; on Friday, one grilse, 73lb.; on Saturday, four salmon, 1431b., 121b., 101b., 
and 91b. Mr. E. P. Bates, on Monday, one salmon, 17lb., and two grilse, 5lb. and 
4tb,; on Friday, one salmon, 91b. General Beresford, on Monday, two salmon, 101b., 
91b., and four grilse, 8lb., 74lb, 6lb., and 41b.; on Tuesday, one salmon, 16ib., and a 
vrilse of 6lb. Mr, H.S. killed four fish, averaging about 101b. each. 
much improved the trout-fishing on Lough Melvin. They are now rising very freely, 
and some splendid baskets were taken during the past week,.—M, ROGAN, JUN., 
Ballyshannon, co. Donegal, July 27th, 

Moy AND LAKs#s, BALLINA.—Che river is now in high flood, and will not be fit 
to fish for at least afew days. Goodsport is expected at the clearing off of the dirty 
water, Abundance of salmon rushing from tidal to fresh water since the rainfall. 
Netting in fresh water will cease for the seasou on this river Friday next—in the 
tidal water twelve days longer. Trout were rising fairly well on the lakes all last 
week, Mr. J. Gilchrist Clark and Mr. Hannay, Pontoon Lodge, in four days, killed 
172 trout ; one salmon and one char, two days; the trout averaged 1lb., two days 
over 41b., largest tront 3ib., salmon 8lb. The cross-line fishers on Lough Conn, one 
day last week, commencing to fish on the Knockmore shore down to Wilson’s Rock, 
by Kenmore Point, on to the Cloghans shore, and turned for home round the Island 
of Armagh More, killed 197 trout, and lost and pricked a great number. Some good 
ones lay amongst the slain; they having up spinning baits on the cross-line with 
the flies. -FRANK HmaARNS, Ballina, co, Mayo, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


OLD CoRRESPONDENT.—The four samples of line have been submitted to “ Pater, ’ 
who reports them to be made of pure silk of excellent quality, the breaking 
strain being above the average in all except the finest, which was a trifle over- 
spun, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.” —T, EK, Prirt. 





[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions empressed by owr Correspondents, | 


SPORT AT ACLE, NORFOLK. 

Sr1r,—I am just returning home with my wife from a most enjoyable fishing trip 
to the Norfolk broads and rivers ; on the Bure at Acle Bridge we have had capital 
sport amongst the bream. 

On several occasions, fishing with mine host Rose, of the Bridge Inn, we captured 
a stone weight of splendid fish, the largest falling to the experienced rod of the 
landlord, than whom a jollier fellow, or a better fisherman and shot, does not live in 
Norfolk. 

To-day, fishing with a friend from London, we basketed in six hours at 
least 24lb. weight of bream and roach, amongst which were some noble fish, which 
my friend has carried off in triumph after a most enjoyable day. To anyone wishing 
a fishing holiday, I cordially recommend Acle and its plentiful and picturesque 
river ; of course, this fishing was with rod and line only. Imay add that capital 
quarters are to be had either at the Bridge Inn or at a private house in the 
village.—I am, &c., 

Hounslow, July 25. 


THE CUILFAIL HOTEL TROUT FISHERIES. 

Si1r,—I have just seen a copy of your issue of 23rd, giving areport for the previous 
week of the fishing here, and as you add a very pertinent query to the notice, may I 
(as one of the anglers named) trespass on your valuable space to give a short account 
of what may fairly be expected here ? 

All practical anglers know that the fish taken from small Highland lochs are not 
large, and that a very fair average is five to the pound. Ona good fishing day—of 
which this year there have unfortunately been very few—I should say that this can 
be had here. Nodoubt, there will always be some very small fish come to the creel ; 
but, casting these aside, the average named should stand good. In the poor days, 
the better class of trout here, as elsewhere, stick persistently to the bottom. 

The lochs in the neighbourhood are very numerous, and plenty of trout may be 
had from all of them. ‘The landlord has boats on seven of these lochs, and the most 
of them contain good trout, besides any number of small fish. I will not speak of 
Loch Scammadale, which is an excellent salmon and sea-trous loch, fishing best 
from August onward; but of the others, I would shortly say that, if carefully 
fished, with due regard to locality and depth of water, which information can be 
obtained from the ghillie in attendance, some good fish from 31b. to Ib. will 
generally be among the day’s capture. Personally, I, on Losgainu Mhor, captured 
éwo trout over llb. each—llb. loz. and 11b. 30z. respectively, to be precise—besides 
several others over 3lb. This is, I should say, a notoriously dowr loch ; but even 
bigger fish than I caught have been taken, and may be expected. Ordinary loch 
flies dressed on No. 11 Limericks suit admirably ; the minnow seems useless. 

The hotel is first-class, and has a splendid billiard-room attached. A lawn-tennis 
court in front of the house forms no mean attraction, and the landlord and his wife 
make you feel as if you were at home, The charges are the same as other good 
Highland hotels. 

My only excuse for taking up so much space is that, as good and convenient fish- 
ing is not to be had everywhere, and is yearly getting scarcer, this letter may reach 
a more numerous body of fellow-anglers than I could otherwise address, and thus 
help them to a pleasant holiday. 

I should add that, on a hopeless trout day, the sea (Loch Melfort) is always ready 
to givea day’s mild excitement.—I am, Xc., 

Buack PALMER (Author of “Scote2 Loch Fishing ”). 


Epwp. Youne, M.D. 








A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

Str,—Angling for the past week has had to be carried on under considerable dif- 
ficulties ; the weather has been so dreadfully hot, and the Trent as fine as gin. On 
Friday, in the Shardlow water, Mr. Leake hooked a salmon, and not being able to 
follow it, the result was asmash. On Saturday, he had twelve barbel. Myself and 
friend, in the same water on Monday, eleven barbel, one jack, and other scale fish. 
My friend, trying to catch mea bait with a roach tackle, hooked and landed the 
best barbel I have seen ; its weight was 10lb.1loz. Some fair baskets of roach were 
taken at Weston. On Tuesday, Mr. Humber had 201b. ; 
sport among the chub at King’s Mill weir, several going 3lb. and 4b. each. A nice 
little salmon was caught at Colwick by Mr. Selby the other day. 

To-day (Thursday), Mr. Wood a nice lot of barbel and perch ; and Mr, Cooper, 
two basketfuls of barbel from King’s Mills; weight 751b.—f am, &c., A. W. 

P.S.—Since I wrote last barbel-fishing has been in full swing ; some good fish 
have been caught near Nottingham, several going 7lb. weight. At King’s Mills, Mr, 
Wood has had from ten to a dozen barbel most days. Two Derby anglers had a good 
pasket of barbel and bream on Saturday ; same day, myself and friend a basket of 
all sorts. A very large sturgeon is shown on a stall at Radford to-day, July 28, 
caught in the Trent at Gainsborough, weight 199lb. Mr, Cooper had 401b. of barbel 
from Weston on Tuesday. 


SNECK-BEND HEYED-HOOKS. 

Srr,—I have noticed “Watchett’s” letter and your note in last week’s “ F.G.”’ 
respecting sneck-bend eyed-hooks. and herewith beg to send you samples of them 
made by Harrison, Bartleet, and Co. For finish they are a work of art, and the eye 
is such that the jam knot (which can be tied in a quarter of a minute) acts to per- 
fection ; a fly dressed on them looks remarkably weil. . 

William Chambers, near Central Station, Manchester, dresses flies on them ; he is 
well known in this district as a capital fly-tyer and an enthusiastic and very suc- 
cessful angler, and as he copies nature, some of his patterns of standard flies are 
quite an innovation on the orthodox dressings, especially his “ Down-Looker,” and 
“ Harry Long Legs”; with the latter I have had good sport in August on windy 
days, the best of fish rising at them.—i am, &c, BA 

Oldham. 

a hooks are very nic3, but we prefer them with a slight side twist of the point, 
—HD 








WIMBLEDON LAKE—A WARNING. 

S1r,—Sinze my last report, July 13th, Mr. Newman one carp, 71b. and on3 roach, 
31b,; July loth, Mr. Bishop, on2 carp, 7lb.; July 17, Mr. Lawes, one carp, 621b. ; 
July 20, Mr. Hunt, one carp, 43lb. ‘The other day, whilst Mr. Durham and two 
other anglers were taking tea in the cottage, some Jorters, taking advantage of 
their absence, got off with aboat 40s. or 503s. worth of tackle, cleaning them 
out of everything they possessed. Mr. Durham had purchased 10s. or 123. worth 
only a few days before this occurred, all of which he lost. They must have 
actually pass: the cottage with the booty only a few minntes after the anglers 
entered it. Harper says it is ths coolest thing he ever heard of, and visitors 
will do well to be on the alert.—LI am, &c., M. A. 
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W. WOODFIELD & SONS, 
FASEVORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITCH. 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEER’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 











EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE’S 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WING TROUT GGRAYLING FLIES 


* Beautifully dressed, true to nature, and of the best materials.’—Land and Water. 
On Eyed-Hooks, 1s. 9d, doz. On Finest Selected Drawn Gut, 1s. 6d. doz, 


All Orders of 5s, and upwards Post or Carriage Free. 
Now ready, post free, new Price List of Improved and Newly-Invented Specialities. 


Mr. Edgar S. Shrubsole, Fishing Tackle Manufacturer, Maidstone, sends us samples of his Split- 
Wing Trout and Grayling Flies, as advertised in our columas. He certainly has made an excellent 
selection, for his list includes a score of the most reliable and killing patterns which have ever been 
invented. All are good; but we particularly like his Red and Grey Quill Gnats, Hare’s Ear with gold 
twist, Yellow Dun, Olive Dun, Black and Red Richmond Fancy, Wickham’s Fancy—but we shall have 
to go through the whole list at this rate. It is the fashion to use eyed-hooks—and a good fashion, too ; 
but we must confess we have asneaking fondness for a hook on gut, and Mr. Shrubsole’s are beauties, 
both as regards gut and shape of hooks. In fact, if using one of his flies on gut, we should feel more 
certain of hooking our fish than with any eyed-hook which we have yet triel—we have so often 
with the eyei-hooks merely scratched a fish which, in the pre-eyed-hook days, we should have thought 
it an impossibility to miss. Mr. S. also sells an excellent Tap2r Gut Cast.—FISHING GAZETTE, April 


LOth, 1886. 
MEDWAY STREET, MAIDSTONE. 


15, 
CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 


HARDY’S 
se BUILT CANE 
RODS 


Vi SS CS i va ti 2, ay, 
With and Without Steel Centres, 


From 8 Guineas each. 


ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 












Before cementing. 
Awarded 27 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 1881. 


After cementing. 
BEWARE OF IMITA- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” advertised by pretended manufac- 
turers. SIGNIFICANT FACT.—We were awarded THE ONLY GOLD MEDAL for 
Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great Fisheries Kxhibition, 
London, ‘88. Only Medal at the “ Inventions’ Exhibition, 1885. The Gold Medal, Liverpool, 1886, 


HARDY’S IMPROVED REGISTERED (C.D.T.) 
“CARRY-ALL” CREEL. 


Made in three sizes—No. 1, 10in. 
by liin., for 10lb. of fish, 21s. ; 
No. 2, llin. by 15in., for 15lb. of 
fish, 23s. 6d. ; No. 3, 12in. by 16in., 
for 20lb. fish, 25s. Prices include 
all Straps and Fittings. 

The straps are so arranged that, 
while fishing the Basket is worn 
slung over the shoulder in the 
ordinary manner, but can also be 
adjusted as a Knapsack, A wel- 
come relief when 10lb. of fish 
Jy are to be carried any distance. 
Undoubtedly the best and 
? cheapest Creel made, and far sur- 
passes the poor productions of our 
would-be imitators. 





Send for Illustrated Catalogue, Post Free, 3 stamps. 96 pages, over 100 Ilustrations. 


Hardy Bros, *=<:=<Alqwick, Northumberland 


Gao" See EXHIBIT at Stand 466, ‘‘ JUBILEE” EXHIBITION, NEWCASTLE- 
ON-TXYNE, 





W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(WHOLESALE ONLY), 
ABBEY MILLS, (®'48:%23) REDDITCH, 
ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


TESTED FISH HOOKS. 


INCLUDING 
" LMONDEL EY ae 
oo by, $ 
Rt & 
«" TURNDOWNEYED % 






gut 


FISHING-HOOK 
RUST-PROOFED. 
Gg” Purchasers are requested to see that each Packet bears the above Trade Mark, with 
H. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s signature, without which none are genuine. mie) 


THE “ARSHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FISHING RODS, REELS, TACKLE, &c., &c. 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES to STANDARD PATTERNS. 


IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON'S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & Trout Kods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. ! 

Particular attention is given to the manufacture of these Rods, which are formed in sections of 
equilateral triangles, taereby getting the strongest possible combination. Selected canes only are 
worked up by first-class skilled men,a waterproof cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be 
separated. They are then coated with specially preparei varnish, and rendered absolutely waterproof, 
The Rods thus produced are therefore perfect in balance, powerful in action, and unequalled for dura- 
bility. A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected by means of 
a New and Registered Serrated Ferrule, drawings of which are herewith given :— 




















































































































































Ps BEI ait he 
ated Ferrule as fixed, before the silk bindings are puton. Fig. B shows the 


Saye . , thereby preventing the metal from cutting through the cane, 
feri me day ue ee ae the “ MALLESON ” are the very Best and Cheapest Ameri- 
can Cine built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained with Corked, Cane, or inlaid Butts, in various 


‘ahi in the United Kingdom, 
lengths, for Salmon or Trout, of any Sishing pecialtes re ee ons 
re 3” WATERPROOF SILK D PT N NE. 
st Ea Seed cea aia “GRESHAM” PLAITED PURE SILK LINE. 
REG’D (No. 53026) CAST BOXES in 2, 3,4, and 5 Compart nents. 
THE “GRESHAM” COLLAPSING STEEL LANDING RING. 
NEWLY-INVENTED BOOK FOR EYED AND OTHER FLIES. 
PATENT CASTING MULTIPLYING REEL, 


Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, EC. 


for Malloch’s Patent Casting and other Reels and Gaffs. 


| Binks 


) PD 
JUBILEE PIKE SPINNER. 


Proved beyond a doubt to be the very Best Bait for Pike, Trout, Perch, and Chub. 
é Invented by a First-class Angler, who will Troll any man in England. 

Peautifully made of soft rubber, and will list for years. Prices :—Pike, ls. 6d. ; Trout, &c., Is. 
The C. B. Trolling Trace, fitted complete with eccentric lead, best gimp and swivels, ls. 1,000 3yd. 
finest Gossamer Fly Casta, at 7d. each. Write for anything you may want. 

MONEY RETURNED If NOT APPROVED. 


WORKS—DAVYGATE, YORK. 
PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIVE GUANO COMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEE Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &c., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, E.C. 


ALL WHO REQUIRE 
GOOD PRINTING, 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICES, &c., &., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, ‘& STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, E.C. 


TROUT AND GRAYLING|REAL PORPOISE HIDE 
ee Sh LEATHER AND LACES: 


Orders are now booked at low rates for Ova, Fry, 
anned and Curried from the real BELUGA 


and Yearlings from the finest and gamest strains 
7 
or WHITH WHALE. Best quality. Wholesale 


in the kingdom. 
COARSE FISH and HATCHING , 
only. Instruct your shoemaker, in order to secure 
the real article, to apply to 


APPARATUS SUPPLIED. 
FISHERIES LAID OUT. 

WILLIAM CHEATTER, Tanner § Currier, 
ST, PRTER'S LRATHER WORKS, LEEDS, 


Fig. A shows the Serr 


London Wholesale Agent 

















PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION TO 


THOMAS FORD, Manor FISHERY, 
GAISTOR, LINCOLNSHIRE. 
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THE NEW “ACME” LINES 


intezxationar ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


FISHERIES 
AWARDS” Gash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 


Authorities. 




















= 


Without above Mark SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY PO8T 
no Lines or Rods are Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


Genuine. 
‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the : n re 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had.” 





R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 

“ T have used the Improvep ‘Acmn’ Line last season and this, The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE G0T HOLD OF An Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. ‘ f 
Mr, Cholmondcley~Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us. With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s.3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important'points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
. however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIKS. 


«“ T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook,” —From the FISHING GAZETTE 
September, 1886. 
“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making,” 











Position of Hooks as Outline when viewed 
eocl Poi pi s from poe) when on Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gui, 3s. per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes 4s, 
0 ater. ’ 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
Wholesale Lists (to the Irade only), 2 stamps. 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE | $ 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.C. 230, RAND, LONDON. 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLY DRESSERS. EXTRA CHOICE SALMON GUT. 
ANGLERS, OBSERVE!! 


Very Superior Long Natural Fly Gut, Leonard’s Split-Cane Rods, Francis and 
‘‘Ye Pluckie Perch” 







“ESTABLISHED 
ISO YEARS> 
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Ronald’s Printed Fly Books, Floating Flies, Divided Wing, the New Double- 
Tapered Solid Plaited Fly Lines. Split-Cane Rods at 70s., very choice. 

Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle 

BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, 1s. 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 


CATALOGUES FREH#. 
from 2s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 


FOR THE HIGHLANDS! ! 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each. BOTTOM and 


ts i inc r ; Loch Flies, large selection, including Mr. Murdoch’s Specialities for Sutherland, 2s, to 3s. 
SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from a dozen: Look Cast Lines, fine, medium, and stout Kher many a time killed s2lmon), 93.8 
6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 60. Best Greenheart, brazed and dozen ; Trout Rods, 12ft.,from 10s, 6d.; 14ft. from 14s,; 16ft. Dee Grilse pattern (a light, 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from 1s. ; with adjustable check, powerful, Greenheart Kod, for long casting), from 21s.; 24in. Brass Check Reel, to hold 60 
5s.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUI CASTING LINES, 3 yards, 3d. each ; best,43d. HOOKS, 


yards Grilse waterproof silk line from 4s. 6d. ; best prepared Waterproof Silk Line for trout 
best, on gut, from 5d. dozen, FLIHS, best Trout. 1s. per dozen ; to pattern, ls. 3d. dozen. (strong enough for salmon), from 2s. 6d. per 20 yards ; Brown's Phantoms, trout sizes, 2s. 6d. 
SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO i 


: r tingle Gut Spinning Traces, ls.and1s 6d, Treble Gut Traces, 1s. 61. 
-Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 


See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18, 1884. FO R T HE 5 ki A ! j 
ee 


ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREE. 
Sixty yards Sea Line, ls. 6d.; 80 yards, 2s.; 100 yards, 2s, 61. Cast of Twelve Sea Plies on 


strong single gut (3 to4 yards long), 23.; dressed with tinsel, 3s. The same on double 
COOPER COOPER & CO. 


twisted gut, 3s.; tinselled, 4s. 100 Sea Bait Hooks on Twisted Hair, 2s. New Lamprey 
Fel, five inches long, 2s. 6d. Leviathan Spinning Trace, 1s. 6d, Treble Gut Spinning 
AT 3.5, A POUND. 


Traces, 1s, 6d. Brown’s Phantoms, 2s. 6d. and 3s. 6d. (See Leiter below.) 
BROWN’S PHANTOM IN THE SEA. 
“ To the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTH.—Sir,—It may interest some of your readers to know I had 
Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound. and 
Choice Black Teas at ls. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


great sport among the Bass at Ilfracombe last week with Brown’s Leaded Phantom, when they would 
CHIEF OFFICE—5O, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. 


look at no other bait. I was out with Barbary on two mornings, and took some heavy fish on each 
BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 


occasion. In fact, the minnow was no sooner in the water than it was taken. I found the same result 
last autumn at Gairloch (Ross-shire) with the Lythe, when I took 40 to 50 fish a day, many of them 
heavy fish of 8lb. and 91b.—I am, &c., 8S, HOBBS, Junr., 18th Sept., 1886.” 
63 BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35,STRAND \near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIRCUS, W.; 7 WESTSOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.7., LONDON. 








Robertson's New “Leviathan” Spinning Trace, 


Made of a fine wire not much thicker than a single horsehair, and strong enough to pull ont 
LEVIATHAN! Two or three yards long, ls. 6d. 
FOR SEA FISHING, PIKE FISHING, AND SALMON FISHING. 





“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CaSTING. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROV#D Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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| 
Improved Girth for 
Carrying Basket 
1887 GRATIS, and Net. 


FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 
AND NET. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURE: OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 








FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING W38HITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light, and_has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigua 
to the arm, while it is, at the came time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which Iam now fishing with it. The Keeper said te-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing with it isa 
positive luxury.”—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN’S “MULTUM in PARYO” FLY RODS, 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post, 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 
in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent nea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among t!e Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 
rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make any use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 
glad that you should do so, I am sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.’ 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


MANCHESTER LINES. 












































Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked intothe centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cabJe and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Yield, Frank Buck- 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable. 


Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 


are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— | 


therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fly so nicely without splash, as dees your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work.” 





NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 








Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—* Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see bere can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—‘ I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :—* lam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“ The 
Manchester Lines have three special merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 
lines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 





A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY, 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 


JOHN 


MIXTURE. 


ilb., Post free, 1s. 7d. 


MAYO & SON, 


CIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 











RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 Af Putney, 
45 _ Hetumersmih 
50 5 ares, 

Add 55 7 Kew, 
75 + Richmond, 
80 cf Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, July 30 eee ees 9,34 ee 40 10.12 
Sunday, s 31 nee ae 10.49 BoD see 11.27 
Monday, August 1 cee Ace 12.0 Bee aes 12.20 
Tuesday, - 2 aan are 12.30 <a ane 12.58 
Wednesday, a 3 ACE a 1.23 nao “cc 1.48 
Thursday, ~ 4 akc nae 2.9 AnG are 2.29 
Friday, - 5 wae see 2.49 nee eae 3.7 


AS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

The long drought, it would appear from surrounding indications, has come to an 
end, and the rain which has fallen, though not enough to make any alteration in 
the river, has been received with thankfulness. What this portion of the Thames 
requires is a good push of water from the upper districts—something to wake up 
the barbel, which at present can be seen like stones lying at the bottom of the river, 
and nothing can move them. In a conversation with William Milbourne at 
Hampton Court last Monday evening, he said—“I can take you to the Weir Hill, 
where there isabout 3ft. of water, and there you -will see any quantity of barbel, 
but we cannot get them to feed ; several of us have tried, but it has been of no use. 
Fishing has been very bad with us, and we shall not have it better until there has 
been a good rain,” The following are some of the 

ANGLING RESULTS, 

RIcHMOND.—Henry Mansell, in five days, 501b. of roach and dace. Job Brain, in 
three days, ten barbel, two chub, and seven dozen of dace. F. Brown, in five days 
and one half-day, twenty-nine barbe2l, one chub, and seven dozen of dace. H. 
Howard, in seven days, fifteen barbel and seven dozen of dace. Job Brain, jun., in 
two days, ten dozen of dace and two barbel. Christopher Brown, in four days, 
twelve barbel and 281b. of roach and dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—Richard Moffatt, in four days, twenty-eight dozen of roach and 
dace. J. Dobbin, in three days, twenty-seven dozen and four barbel. Pert Ham- 
merton, in three days and two half-days, thirty dozen and nine barbel. S, Cole, in 
two days and one half-day—one day with Mr. Howlett, 201b.—four bream and seven 
dozen other days. John Spong, in three days, five jack and eleven dozen of roach 
and dace, James Coxen, in two half-days, seven dozen ; and George Coxen, in three 
days, fourteen and a half dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in four half-days, twelve dozen of roach and 
dace and a bream of 3lb. ; a gentleman, in his own boat, in one day, six dozen of dace 
and one barbel. The water in the tideway is a little better, but not much. The 
barbel are well on, and the roach are showing upwards, 

Kineston.—John Johnson writes: “I have been out this week and got a few 
good dace and some fine gudgeon; Wilkes has been doing the same; John Johnson, 
jun., has been barbel-fishing two or three times, and caught sixteen, some good dace 
and eels, and a few perch. There has been a lot of bank-fishing at night, and some 
good fish have been caught; the best I have seen was 64lb. The fish seem to feed 
from nine to eleven at night, or just the grey of the morning, and then you can see 
the water covered with bream, carp, and other good fish ; after that, it appears done 
as soon as the sun gets through. The perch continue to die in a curious manner ; I 
have seen at least one hundred dead this week. I counted eleven in about half a 
mile of water from 4oz. to 1lb. each ; they seem to be puffed out to almost half 
again their true size. There were from seventeen to thirty anglers fishing on the 
banks four nights last week up to about 11 o’clock,” 

HAMPTON CouRT.—William Milbourne says: “Thomas Wheeler, in three days, 
twelve dozen of roach and dace and eight dozen of gudgeon; John Smith, in two 
days, thirteen dozen of roach and dace ; Thomas Milbourne, in one day, two jack and 
eight dozen of gudgeon ; myself, one day, six dozen of roach and dace ; a gentleman, 
fishing from Tagg’s Island, took ten dozen of fine roach from his own rod. The 
water is still low and bright.” 

SunBuRy.—John Stroud, in one day, two jack of 4lb. each; Alfred Stroud, a fine 
trout of 6lb. and two chub of 4lb. each ; Edward Clarke, during the week, eighteen 
barbel and thirteen dozen of roach and dace. 

WALTON.—John Hone, one day, eight bream and six dozen of roach ; and another 
day, four bream and ten dozen of roach. 

SHEPPERTON.—F’, Purdue, in one day, seven dozen of gudgeon and five perch. 
Mr. George Palmer, fishing with George Rosewell, one day, twenty-one barbel, 
seven bream, five perch, and three chub, altogether weighing 48lb.; and another 
day, 32lb. of bream and barbel, the largest bream weighing 5lb., and one trout 731b, 
Most of the barbel and bream were put into the river again. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in one day, two barbel, and eleven dozen of roach 
and dace ; another day, four dozen ; and another day, eigkt dozen, and five bream. 

CHERTSEY.—L, Hackett, in one day, twenty dozen of gudgeon ; another day, in 
the morning, seven dozen, and in the evening, two bream and four roach ; another 
day, two dozen of roach and dace; and another day, fifteen dozen of gudgeon. 

LALEHAM.—Alfred Harris, in one day, five dozen of gudgeon ; another day with 
Mr, Gardner, three barbel ; in four other days with Mr, John Knechtli, as follows : 
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first day, twenty-five barbel ; second day, sixteen barbel ; third day, eleven barbel ; 
and the fourth day, seven barbel. Mr. Knechtli, if he retains any of the barbel, 
they are a few of the larger ones; but, asa rule, they are all put back again. 

STAINES.—E. Keene, jun.,in three days, sixteen dozen of roach and dace, two 
barbel, and one bream. John Keene, jun., has been doing his usual business amongst 
the barbel, bream, jack, roach, and dace, 


UPPER THAMES. 


The river for weeks past has been very stale and bright, and all classes of fish dead 
off the feed, with the exception of gudgeon, which haye been rewarding the fair 
rodsters to the tune of from twenty to thirty dozen per day, with always an 
acceptable sprinkling of good perch to garnish the basket of succulent dainties. 
Does every epicurean dietist know how to prepare, cook, and serve upgudgeon? In 
the absence of this needful piscatorial knowledge, write to ‘‘ Marlow Buzz,’ and the 
vacuum shall be filled up. Barbel will not feed with any persistency, and roaching 
with success is almost a thing of the past, and will continue to be so until J. Pluvius 
is more generous with his water-pot. Jack are being had in quantities—very small 
sized—by trailing, but have hardly a kick about their scales. Bray.—Mr, 
De Perrin, on the 23rd inst., found a stranger in these waters and took him in—viz., 
a bream of 541b. in capital trim. This proves these slimy slabs are “ working up,” 
and will ere long pass at Oxford. Medmenham: Bob Young, with patrons from 
the now well-ordered Ferry Hotel, is getting fine hauls of gudgeon, and one day 4 
barbel and some grand chub. Aston: Mr. W. Parry, 4 jack avd a miscellaneous 
basket of roach, dace, gudgeon, and one dozen of good perch. Henley: Messrs. 
Stoker and Vokins, with Neale, two jack yesterday (Wednesday), 531b. and 33lb. re- 
spectively. G. Arlett, on one occasion, 17 jack, half being returned, Thursday 
Night.—Every indication of more rain. If it comes down heavily, the river will 
soon get into,good order for any fishing —MARLOW Buzz. 

Thames (Goring). 
Water a little better ; gudgeons biting well. I have been out two days since last 


report ; four chub and few very good perch and about ten dozen of gudgeons. Anglers 
are scarce.—J OHN RUSH, 





Thames (Eynsham). 


The late rains have improved the water very much, and angling prospects look 
much brighter. Perch are biting freely at minnows and lob worms.—W. B, 


Howe. 
Thames (Windsor). 

A few welcome showers have fallen in the Thames valley since my last, but with 
little effect on the river, which is still low and bright, though some excellent roach 
have been taken, also several jack ; but these latter were small, I heara voracious 
specimen has recently been seen to take some ducklings belonging to Lady Florence 
Dixie, of ‘The Fishery.” An old Thames fisherman assures me the fish is well 
known to him, and is of proportions I dare not put in print. Some very capital 
baskets of roach have been caught, and the finest specimen I have seen this season 
was one, taken with others, by Mr. T. Prescott, of Windsor, which I weighed, going 
1lb. 90z. Mr. Ross, of Windsor, has also had some good sport amongst them, taking 
eleven good-sized fish ina couple of hours. Gudgeon are now being had in quantity ; 
two rods, from 9 a.m. to 4.10 p.m., taking sixteen dozen. Messrs. Wright Bros., of 
Windsor, three rods, in the Surly Hall waters, had, in one day, twenty-two dozen 
and seven perch. Mr. A. Wright, 24th inst., had two dozen and a half roach, all of 
good size, and in good concition. Several barbel have been taken Uuring the week, 
and are beginning to take kindly to worms.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Fishing has been good during the past week, and large quantities of roach and 
bream were taken. One bream caught near Brigg weighed avove 5lb. Trout becks 
are lower than ever, and nothing doing in them. I am taking holiday at Kempston- 
on-the-Ouse whipping for dace and chub, and getting about 50 per day, but they 
run very small, the waters being low, and fish have run down into deep water.— 
THOMAS ForRD, Caistor, 28th July. 

Chichester. ‘ 

Showers have fallen during the past few days, but more rain is needed to benefit 
the streams, Sport has been fairly good; but I seldom hear of the big takes met 
with some seasons since. Chichester Canal is in excellent order ; bream and roach 
feeding well. Good sport has been had between Hemston and Donnington, several 
fish up to 2lb. being recorded. I hear of some fine roach and dace from the Rother, 
at Selham, on Saturday and following day, and with the recent rain good sport may 
be anticipated. Several members of the Brighton Anglers Association visited the 
Ouse a few days since. The most noteworthy takes were Mr. G. Pain, 91b. 20z. of 
roach ; Mr. A. Wheeler, 6lb. 15#0z. roach ; Mr. Ash, a brace of chub, scaling 31h. ; 
and Mr. Byron Beck, 3lb. of roach. A fine chub was also taken on Monday by a 
member. The society hold a peg-down competition on the Ouse, above Bartcombe, 
on Bank Holiday, when a large attendance is expected. Good roach have been taken 
in the Adur and Arun; and the harbour fishing among the bass is now in full 
swing. Several good fish have been taken, but the large ones invariably breakaway. 
Nothing less than salmon gut should be used; strong running tackle, and plenty of 
it, Weather fine ; wind, southerly GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Esk (Whitby). 

The rather copious rains which we had on Tuesday have had the effect of colouring 
the water in the river, though at no point has it risen to any appreciable extent. 
There has been little or no fly-fishing for some time, and nearly all angling opera- 
tions have been carried on with the worm or with the minnow. Fishing with the 
worm in the deep pools has afforded some good sport to a few. Mr. H, H. Anderson 
on Tuesday landed 123 brace while fishing in Rigg Mill beck with the worm, and on 
the same day Mr. John Black |took a few nice fish from the private waters of Mr. 
W.H. Attlay. Some fair fishing has been had in the locality of Lealholm and 
Danby, by Mr. H. K. Williamson, Mr. W. H. Raw, Mr. G. H. Pennock, anda few 
others. A fair number of salmon have got into the dam and into a few of the upper 
reaches of the river, but I have not heard of any being caught, neither have any 
been caught in the tideway. At the time of writing (Wednesday) there is a good 
deal of thunder in the air, and one or two peals have been heard in the distance. 
There are hopes of further rain, which is much wanted, not only for fishing, but 
all other purposes.—J. J. J. 

Derwent (Ambergate). 

Showers have fallen at intervals during the week, which has slightly improved 
the state of the river ; the wash off the limestone roads has caused it to be of a 
chalky colour, but not materially altered its height, which remains very low. 
Coarse fish are rapidly improving in condition, but seem loth to bite, and few have 
been taken during the week, except from the Canal, which continues to afford good 
sport to the bottom-fisher, There have been some fine specimens of the white bream, 
or bream-flat, taken during the week by Mr. W. Allen, Mr. G. Blount, and Mr. W. 
Taylor ; the former had, amongst others, on Saturday one of 24lb. The weather 
has been of too boisterous a character to admit of much fly-fishing being done, 
except just at sunset, when it appears to be much more calm. There is an appear- 
ance of more rain, and sport should be good with the fly next week. The best flies 
o use are the July and Orange Duns, Red Ant, and Cinnamon Fly.—AmBER Dun, 


Esk (Cumberland). 

Sea trout are now very plentiful and of good quality. They have penetrated to 
the upper streams, where they spawn, Whiting, though early, are showing well. 
Not many have been caught in the Langholm and Canonbie waters ; but a number 
of takes have been made in the Longtown waters. A number of salmon have been 
seen in the pools, and rise occasionally ; bat the recent flood has not been large 
enough to bring them up in large numbers, though there are plenty in the Solway. 





The following are amongst the takes made in the past week in the Liddle :—Mr. J. 
Graham, Kelso, had five sea-trout; Mr. R. Calvert, Rowanburn, killed two; Mr, J. 
Graham, Crookholm, had two sea-trout anda whiting; Mr. J. Graham, Holmfoot, 
had two sea-trout ; and Mr, Graham, Rowanburn, five. In the Esk, Mr. W. Armstrong, 
Rowanburn, landed two sea-trout and a grilse, weighing 43lb.; Mr. J. H. Park, of 
Marchbank ; Mr. Walter Scott, of Holmfoot; Mr: ‘Fairbairn, Canonbie; Messrs. 
Yates, Todhillwood ; and Mr. Edgar, Canonbie, have also had takes of sea-trout in 
the Canonbie waters. In the upper reaches Mr, Christopher Byer, Langholm, had 
three sea-trout, one whiting, and five dozen yellow trout at a single fishing ; at an 
evening fishing Mr. Mathew Borthwick, Langholm, had four sea-trout; in the 
Skipper’s Pool, Mr. W. Urquhart had a trout weighing 41b.; and in the Skipper’s 
Gullets, Mr. W. Little, Langholm, had five sea-trout weighing 13lb. A good many 
yellow trout have been taken, and the weight of the sea-trout has ranged from 11b, 
to 41b, 
Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—The unsettled weather during the past week has prevented many of 
the boats from going on the fishing marks. However, a few small boats have been 
out, and brought to shore fair catches of whiting, pout, bream, and pollack. 
Amateurs fishing from the rocks*and pier have had some good strings of pout, 
pollack, and codling. Mr, Pile, fishing from the rocks at Compass Hill, caught a 
fine millet weighing 5lb., and two bass, weighing 5lb. and 6lb, each. Weather 
to-day fine, with a steady breeze. WindS.W.—E, Comer, 


Lake District. 

Thursday night. Relief has come at last, ana after much rain the streams are 
visibly coming out. Fishing has heen good in spite of the discoloured water, and 
nice takes have been general. Sea fish are also running, the nets at Low Levens 
upon three occasions having been fairly successful. A great number of large flies 
are on. The char, which fora time had been doing little, have now risen, and in 
one draw this week a fisherman had 901b. of good fish. Sea fish are running in the 
Leven in great quantities. At Killington the fishing has been good, the best takes 
being those of Mr. R. Park, 13, 5, and 7; Messrs. J. Askew and T. Askew, 10, 8, and 
5. In the Kent Mr. James Whitehead had 7 good trout, and Mr. H. Mann 10 and 11 
upon two occasions. Poaching still goes on in the district, but concerning the 
poisoning phase the magistrates seem, by the penalties they inflict,determined to put 
itdown. ‘hey send the men to prison without the option of a fine—HPHEMER &, 

Lea (Tottenham). 

The duckweed season is now in “full swihg,” and the roach and dace in large 
numbers are on the surface feeding on it. Anglers have been busy during the week, 
many of them believing that a little meat would be good with the vegetables, have 
dibbed with the natural fly or whipped with the artificial, and few who have done 
so have gone away witha blank, Others, again, have fancied that a little pastry 
would be effective, and some of them have done well. Mr.Scovell, on the 17th inst., 
killed 171b. of roach. On Tuesday Mr. Dowland killed one dozen and seven, some 
of them weighing} #lb.; the same day the Masters Long captured two dozen and 
seven. A few nice perch have fallen to the rod of Mr. Cater, and some good eels 
have been taken by Mr. Denny, sniggling. Jack-fishing will commence on Monday 
next.—HACKLES RED, 

Leicester, 

Anglers have not approached near the usual numbers at the river side this week, 
although there has been no drawback atmospherically. Their absence will, how- 
ever, be accounted for owing to the near approach of the Bank Holiday. Since last 
Saturday we have had several thunder showers, but no great quantity of rain has 
fallen ; the little that we have had has had the effect of bringing the fish more on 
the feed, and as a result some large baskets have been landed at Leicester and Ayle- 
stone. A few pike and chub have also been obtained from the Aylestone brook, Mr. 
Lee having two chub, the largest of which scaled 241b., taken with the fly. A rather 
unusual incident occurred in the canal near St. Mary’s Mills on Tuesday. Mr, 
Goodby, a well-known member of the Leicester Angling Society, who was trolling 
for pike with a small roach for bait, attracted the attention of a large eel, which he 
was successful in securing. The fish was found to weigh 3}lb. From the reservoir 
at Thornton news to hand shows some good sport to have been had lately. One of 
the subscribers, Mr. Place, took eight trout on Wednesday last, three of the fish 
weighed over 6lb. Several other gentlemen have also caught some fine lots of the 
last-mentioned class of fish from these waters. The brooks and streams are generally 
very fine and low hereabouts ; but despite the drawbacks, there is good prospect of 
excellent fishing during the holidays.—ALERT. 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 


The past week has been more favourable for fishing prospects than at any period 
this year. Rain has fallen rather heavily at times, but there has not been sufficient 
to materially heighten the streams, which are very low. For several hours after the 
downfall the river ran with a good fresh. Rodsters have been out in numbers, espe- 
cially in the lower reaches of the Derwent, and some good catches of roach and dace 
have been made. Notwitstanding innumerable complaints, the pollution of the 
Derwent with sewage in and around Derby continues. In the Duffield Club water 
fish have been well on the feed, and some good-sized trout and grayling have been 
banked. Bottom-fishermen have had a better time of it during the past few days.— 
G. R. B. ; 

Medway (Tonbridge): 


The water is still low, though the few showers we have had have considerably im- 
proved angling matters generally, and I am pleased to be able to report some good 
bags of roach and bream both from above and below the town. Roach are biting 
very well at boiled wheat and bran at the tail end of a well-scoured lob; while 
chub rise well at an artificial fly. Things look remarkably well—Yrn Mmepway 
WATER RAT, 


Mole. 

On the 23rd and 24th inst., although everything was apparently unfavourable for 
a catch of fish owing to the continued dry weather, many of the anglers patronising 
the Esher and Claremont Fishery did very good business, especially among the 
bream. Messrs. W. Blake and Geo. Carpenter had 13 fish going over 30lb.; Mr, 
Josephs (Golden Carp), eight bream, about 20lb., largest over 41b.; Mr. Cantle 
(Excelsior), two bream, one of them fully 41b.; Mr. Lambert (Excelsior), one 
bream; Mr, H. Sartani (Camden), one bream, 3lb.; Mr. J. Trout (Camden), one 
bream and one roach; Mr. H. Ford (Islington Brothers), one bream and one eel ; 
Mr. Robbins (Brunswick), three bream, one perch, one chub, two eels, and one jack, 
in all 11#lb.; Mr. Geo. Salisbury (Brunswick), two bream, 43lb,; and Mr. J, 
Deplidge (Brunswick), two bream, largest 3lb. 2}0z. Although a special circular 
was issued to angling clubs as to the subscription to this water, it is open to all fair 
fishermen, whether members of clubs or not, by a daily payment of one shilling,— 
LoBworm. 

Ouse (Brandon). 

Up to the present my reports have been what I have seen in the above water ; 
but this morning I got 103lb. of good roach before 9 a.m., not 200 yards from the 
Rams Hotel ; a gentleman from Cambridge, the day before, got 12lb. in three hours,- 
—J, GEORGE, ; 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 


‘a or ETT 

The water has got to its general head, and sport has been very fair, although 

bream have not beenifeeding so well as the roach. Some very fair takes of roach 

have been had, several weighing 1lb.; but should the water continue as it is, 

prospects will be good for Bank Holiday. Creed wheat is the principal bait for 
roach, they taking it very freely —H. Rout, 


Reservoir (Elstree). 
Water getting very low ; but Iam glad to say since last report there;have been 
some fine takes of tench, roach, perch, and jack. On the 17th inst., Mr, Bosnowl, 
jack ; Messrs, Edgerton and Fancourt, jack; Mr, Underwood, tench ; Messrs, Undere 
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wood, jun., and Greenwood, roach .and perch; F. Bollington a show of four 
tench ; Mr. ©. White, tench and roach ; Mr. P. Edgerton, tench ; and some fine roach 
and perch were taken from the bank. On the 23rd, tench, roach, and perch—a good 
show—from the Bridge Hole swim, On the 24th, there was a good show of tench ; 
Messrs. H. Underwood and-Webb, nine fine tench, weighing 231b. 20z.; Messrs, J. 
Underwood and Greenwood, seven tench; Mr, F. Edgerton, tench; Mr. White and 
brother, roach, perch, and tench ; Mr, Alder, rofch and tench. On the 25th, roach 
and tench from the bank. On Thursday, 28th, the water will stop running, and 
that will be the time for tench-fishing.—G. C. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The long-wished-for rain arrived on Tuesday evening, and came in a steady down- 
pour lasting several hours. I hear on good authority that the river has not been so 
low as it has lately been since August 6, 1868. On Thursday there was a consider- 
able flush in the river, and there is now every prospect of better sport, though I 
fear the late drought has had many disastrous effects. Last week, four trout, 
averaging lb. each, were found dead in the Rea Brook. On Friday and 
Saturday the Severn Angling Society netted the river under the superintendence of 
Mr. Groves and Mr. Hawley Edwards, for the purpose of destroying the rapacious 
pike. They commenced operations at the laundry and finished near the horse-boat, 
and succeeded in taking ten, the three largest weighing 4, 6, and Slb. respectively. 
It is rather surprising that they only took one trout, weighing 3lb., which, of course, 
was immediately returned to the water together with a large number of rough fish. 
I hear of several good bags being taken, but no trout. Heels have been running 
pretty freely, and some fine ones have been taken bottom-fishing with the wasp- 
maggot in the brook near Sutton. 


Stour (Suffolk). 

Messrs, Butler and Taylor had a fine catch of roach at Nayland on Saturday, July 
23, 3741b, being taken from 6 till 8 in the morning, and half-past 7 till 9 in the 
evening. The average was #lb., and were allin splendid condition. Mr. H. Wilson 
also took, amongst a fine catch, one of 1lb, 120z, Prospects good, especially if we 


get more rain, 
Taw (North Devon). 

Rivers still very low—not enough rain since February to raise them ; and if any 
fish are to be got, it is only in the deep pits in the large rivers and at night can 
- they be got at. Having lately gone over both the small and large streams, it would 
be only waste of time and blanks to.attempt to fish for trout in the small streams, 
and in the large ones you can cross any parts at the top or bottom of the deep pits 
in two or three inches of water. The net-men tell me it is the worst season they 
ever remember for peal and salmon, and the sea-fishing is not as good as days gone 
by. Trout-fishing can fairly be said “over” ; but a week’s rain would over-raise the 
water, and the trout being so miserably out of condition would not be fit this season. 
We are all looking to the autumn fishing for salmon and peei, and it may bea 
bountiful one as regards rain and fish— RUSTY GAME, 


Trent (Alrewas). 
Sport during the past week has been very good. Several fine barbel (largest 7{1b.) 
‘have been taken legering, with the tail end of a lob-worm. Three fine chub have 
been taken by a member fly-fishing, at the canal weir. Four golden or carp bream 
(Albramis bram2), largest 441b., were taken last week from the upper portion of 
the river, and I believe this is the first capture of the carp-bream that has been 
known here for some time, River still very low and clear.— ANON, 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Barbel anglers are meeting with sport in the Shardlow and Weston districts, the 
best catch consisting of 75lb. of fish. These fell to the rods of Messrs. Cooper and 
Wilson, of Nottingham. Messrs. A. West and G, Bates have taken a fair quantity ; 
and at Kelham, near Newark, Messrs. Toone and Hartshorn have accounted for a 
dozen. In all these instances the swims had been previously baited with worms. 
There is nothing doing amongst the roach, and bream are dead off the feed. We 
have experienced several rather heavy showers of rain ; but there has not been suffi- 
cient to make any appreciable difference in the height of the river. Fly-fishermen 
continue to meet with moderate sport, though only by. whipping the streams early 
and late—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Trent (Lincolnshire). 


‘The Trent begins to yield more generously, and anglers are beginning to think 
that really the old state of things will ere long return. The 7lb. per season has 
already, in many iustances, been beaten ; old anglers, who had threatened to give up 
their pastime, have buckled to with a youthful ardour, and are looking forward to 
a good season. Our local conservator, Col. Hutton, has given strict orders to his 
salmon-net men to return all coarse fish to the water. This they do religiously ; 
already has many a stone of good bream been returned uninjured. I wish I could 
say the same of the beam nets, in which myriads of young fry are destroyed annu- 
ally. Daonham Dubbs has afforded good sport to two of our locals, thirty bream 
falling to one rod, Wasp-grub has proveda very luring bait for some silvery bream 
above the turn-post. Pity it is that the grub is so scarce this year; 
I have never known it less plentiful. Brigg has had numerous visitors 
from Gainsborough, and some capital baskets have been made. I should 
not wonder if Marton is going to prove a very Hl Dorado this season. Two 
Neptuners had a capital day there on Saturday, 23lb. of bream being credited to 
them, When on the feed there bream are perfect demons after gentles. Four 
members of the club have visited in a fishing-boat. They are determined to give 
the salmon and barbel a good testing. Ground-baiting will be resorted to heavily, 
and must produce something startling. It is quite impossible to fish many of our 
most favoured spots from the bank, owing to the distance it is necessary to cover 
with the cast. Inthe best spots are shelves of rock or hard sandstone, which go 
down very suddenly ; the boat will be anchored at their head, and stretpegging or 
light corking by the side of the shelf must of necessity tell its tale. Now we can 
only get the fish from under the shelves at high water when they come over to feed, 
so look out for something unusual.—RODSTER. 


Vyrnwy (Lianymynech). . 

We have had a splendid fall of rain here this week ; ,but the ground being so dry, 
it has not had so much effect on the river as could be desired. ‘he river has risen 
about 1ft., and there is every appearance of more rain, which would be very welcome 
to fishermen of every class. A good number of coarse fish have been taken this 
week, and a few grayling, and no doubt but that with the change of weather, more 
will be had. Eels arejtaken in large numbers both in the Vyrnwy and Tanat.— 


BorDERER. ‘ 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

At the time of writing the long-wished-for rain is coming steadily down, and 
there is every prospect of a fresh, if it only continues long enough. I have taken a 
few brace of fish between 9 and 11 o’clock p.m. during the past week, Stone Midge, 
Light Bloa, and Evening Dun being the favourite flies, Bustard has been of very 
little use this season so far— FRANCIS M, WALBRAN. 


Whitadder (Hllemford). 


The long continued drought has had the same effect on the Whitadder as on other 
rivers. The water as low downas Cockburn Mill is clear of weeds ; but below that 
place, to enable a person to fish properly, the river should be mown, All reports 
agree that the trout are in great numbers, as the Jowness and brightness of the water 
enable anyone to see nearly every stone and fish in the river. There have been 
some heavy showers, which have caused the river to rise a little occasionally (not 
more than an inch); the hills are wet now, and it would only take eight hours of 
continued rain to make a good flood, There are indications of rain ; the sooner it 
comes the better, as all fishers are weary of waiting, and when it does come IT can 
safely predict that there will be many heavy takes of trout.—R, I, FENTON, 


: Witham. 

There has been some improvement in angling prospects in this district since last 
report. The air has becomecooler, and some rain has fallen, and only a small amount 
of electricity accompanied the storms, Fish have been more on the feed, and better 
baskets have been made. Not much has come to hand relative to trout ; but anglers 
in the higher waters are calculating on better sport when the atmospheric disturb- 
ances settle. The clearing of the river from weeds has progressed but 
slowly, and the anglers from Lincoln-way have had to go downwards to 
Bardney, or on to the Forsdyke, above Brayford. Angling in this district 
has for some time only been possible mid-stream from a boat or punt. 
Between Bardney and Kirkstend there have been some good takes of roach, 
one angler’s efforts last week resulting in the capture of about 10st. A few small 
pike have been hooked, but being under regulation size, had to be returned. I have 
heard of some good-sized perch being taken above Lincoln, below the lochs and in 
the Upper Witham ; and on this part of the stream dace have been taken with the 
fly. Chub have been quiet. During the past few days men have been engaged 
clearing out the mud and sand which has of late blocked the stream near the 
entrance of the Brant, and made angling all but impossible. The work was expected 
to be finished early next week,—L, 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 


During the past week we have had a few nice showers, but not enough to alter 
the height of the water, although on Wednesday the Derwent was a milky colour 
from the limestone dust washed into it ; but this is a colour that is not at all liked 
by our local anglers, as the fish do not feed init. The water is now clearing nicely, 
and the fish should take the fly better the next day or two than they have done for 
some time. Several small baskets of trout and grayling were killed on the Matlock 
length of the Derwent on Friday and Saturday last. Mr, Hodson had the best sport 
—namely, 2} and 3) brace each day. There has not been much fishing on the Wye, 
and on the Darley Dale and Chatsworth Club waters sport has been of a poor de- 
scription. The best killing flies are the Black and Grey Quill Gnats, Yellow and 
Green Duns.—DOTTEREL. 

: Yare (Norwich). 

All down this stream sport has really been good, and some very fine bream and 
roach have been taken at nearly all the fishing stations. At Brundell I fell in with 
two gentlemen staying at host Brown’s, Coldham Hall, and they had experienced 
very good luck, bringing ashore over two stone of roach and some bream, one of 
which they gave me; it weighed 4lb. 100z., and measured 2lin, They informed me 
that during their stay good sport had been the rule, At Flowers, fishing station, next 
the railway station, reports are equally good, some splendid catches of 
roach being brought in. Lower down at host Garrett's, Buckenham 
Ferry (one of the most popular riverside resorts for artists and anglers) large 
catches of bream and roach have been had almost daily for some time past, whilst at 
Cantley Red House you are in midst of the best water for either fish, and by coming 
up usually assure a good take of roach, and by going down towards Reedham your 
chance of a grand take of bream is favourable. The nice showers we have expe- 
rienced in different parts of the country have had a good effect upon the fishing, and 
a good downpour now would do immense good all round. On the Bure every place 
is busy with holiday-makers, and from Host Rose’s at_Acle Bridge, up to Horning 
Ferry, Wroxham, and Coltishall,each and all are full, and sport and sailing are being 
indulged in to any extent, the weather being everything that can possibly be desired, 
fish numerous and small.—RoBERT MOLL, 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


ALTNACEALGACH, SUTHERLAND, N.B. (Altnacealgach Hote]).—The following are 
particulars of last week’s sport :—July 18th, Messrs. Beith and Millar, of Edinburgh, 
Loch Urigall, 122 trout, 25lb.; Dr. Lockwood, Berks, 118 trout, 301b.; Senor 
Abaurre, Spain, Loch Cama, forty-five trout, 91b.; Mr. Keith, Norwich, Loch Cama, 
fifty-six trout, 131b.; Mr. Kershaw, Birmingham, Loch Urigall, thirty-eight trout, 
14lb, July 19th, Messrs. Beith anil Millar, eighty-six trout, 291b.; Mr. Kershaw, 
Loch Awe, twenty-three trout, 6lb.; Senor Abaurre, Loch Urigall, forty-five trout, 
8ilb. July 20th, Messrs. Beith and Millar, Loch Cama, forty-nine trout, 12lb. pid 
Osborne, Essex, Loch Cama, thirty-two trout, 8lb.: Mr. Kershaw, Loch Veyatie, 
thirty-six trout, 10lb.; Mr. Keith, Loch Boarlan, twenty-one trout, 541b. ; Senor 
Abaurre, Loch Urigall, fifty-two trout, 101b.; Dr. Symmons, Hssex, Loch Urigall, 
sixty-nine trout, 153lb. July 21st, Messrs. Beith and Millar, Loch Urigall, eighty- 
six trout, 191b.; Senor Abaurre, Loch Awe, twelve trout, 3lb.; Mr, Kershaw, Loch 
Cama, fifty-seven trout, 174lb.; Dr. Symmons, Loch Cama, sixty-six trout, 131b. ; 
Mr. Osborne, Loch Veyatie, twenty-five trout, 8lb. July 22nd, Senor Abaurre, Loch 
Cama, twenty-four trout, 91b. July 23rd, Senor Abaurre, Loch Boarlan, twenty- 
six trout, 8lb.; Dr. Symmons, Loch Cama, seventy-six trout, 16lb. Weather very 
unfavourable for successful angling —JoHN MCDONALD. 

ANNAN.—Some fair takes have been had recently in this river, but the water is 
too low again for large baskets. A fine basket was got on Thursday last by Mr. J. 
Jackson, Dumfries; with the “Stewart” tackle. His take consisted of sea-trout, 
herlings, and yellow trout, and weighed nearly 201lb. The whole were taken in the 
Hoddam section of the river. On the Wamphray water one angler had 17lb, of 
trout. : 

ANNAN.—Although this river continues to suffer from the drought, the fishing in 
some parts has been good. Last week, in the Hoddam portion of the river Annan, 
Mr, J. Jackson, fishing-tackle manufacturer, Dumfries, had a splendid basket of 
sea-trout, burn-trout, and herlings, weighing over 201b, They were all caught with 
the “Stewart” tackle. A finer basket has not been seen in this district for years. 
—GLOBE-TROTTER. 

Assynt Locus, LocHINvER.—There is abundance of rain now, and the rivers 
are in capital order. Both beats of the Inver were fished last week, and very good 
sport was got. Major Paynter captured nine salmon (three on the 23rd) for the 
week on Lower Inver; but General Irvine was not so successful on Kirkaig, owing 
to the wretchedly low state of the water. Report for week ended 23rd July :—18th, 
Loch Assynt : Mr. Champion, 35 trout, 10}1b.; Mr, \Webster, 43 trout, 111b. Loch 
Fewn : Messrs. Mackenzie and Bovewill, 60 trout 17lb. River Kirkaig: Dr. Messers, 
1 salmon, 8lb. 19th, Messrs. Adams and Wright, 60 trout, 14lb. Loch Crocach 
(18th) : Mr. Hutchison, 36 trout, 10lb. Hind’s Loch: Mr. Hutchinson (19th), 48 
trout, 101b.; Messrs. Mann and MacKay, fishing from shore, 42 trout, 101b. Loch 
Fewn : Capt. Erskine, 28 trout, 8lb. 20th, River Kirkaig : Dr. Messers, 1 sea-trout, 
41b. 21st, Loch Beannoch : Mr. Mackenzie, 36 trout, 8lb. Loch Fewn: General 
Irvine, 3+ trout, 15ib.; same loch, Messrs, Mackenzie and Bovewill, 52 trout, 201b. 
22nd, Maiden Loch, Dr. Messers 11 trout, 8lb. 23rd, Mr. Mackenzie, same loch, 
11 trout, 11lb. Owing to the recent rains we expect to have something good to 
report next week. The rivers now abound with salmon, so a good angler ought to 
have some excitement throvgh his piscatorial experiences by next week. Let us 
pray, and live in hope.—A NORTHERN PISCATOR. 

Carn Wratu (Durness Hotel)—Kyle of Durness, on the 18th, Colonel Clark 
caught four sea-trout, 8ib.; on the 16th, Colonel Clark had 13 sea-trout on the sea- 
pools, 91b.; Captain Caffin caught, on the kyle, four trout, 6lb. ; on the 20th, Mr. 
MacInnes caught, on the kyle, five trout, 6lb., and one grilse, 4ib. The kyle is in 
splendid order now, and plenty of fish. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Angling is in full swing in all ourrivers. Holders of General 
Johnstone's tickets (which have just been issued) are slashing away on the Nith at 
the back of the canai within the burgh of Dumfries, but the largest basket obtained 
did not contain more than half a dozen herling. As no restrictions were intimated 
on the permits, one or two anglers fished the pools near the Fish Pass, but the 
authorities have since reminded them that this is illegal, as it interferes with the 
passage of the salmon from one side of the canal to the other, On the Annan gocd 
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work has been done. With bright weather the Stewart-tackle has been of great 
service ; but recent showers have discoloured the water, and the worm had to be 
used in place of the fly. Mr. Henry Boyd killed forty-seven herling in the lower 
water. Some fine takes of grilse are reported from Sandy Pool, but few salmon 
have been killed. The Esk (Langholm) is yielding abundant sport with whiting 
and yellow trout. The Solway net-fishers have had a poor week. While I write 
heavy rain-clouds pass overhead, with a strong breeze from the north-west. We 
may expect, witha low barometer, a further fall of moisture. Any further flooding 
of the rivers will prevent trout rising to the fly.—B. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Despite the low state of this river, sport has been above 
the average, and numbers of sea-trout continue to be taken, of good size and quality. 
At present, night-fishing continues the rule, and whitings are becoming plentiful in 
the Canonbie waters, catches of five and six having been made in an evening. In 
the Langholm waters a number of salmon have made their apppearance, and two 
unsuccessful iruns by Messrs. J. Charlton and J. Murray are reported. Immense 
hauls of salmon are still being made in the Solway, and when the season for floods 
artives, a great stock of fish is expected in the Esk. Off and on, about the Langholm 
Common Riding, which was held this week, a flood is always expected, and rarely 
are the natives disappointed. Messrs. Thomas Morrison and J. Varty are again to 
the front with two sea-trout each; Mr. M. Borthwick {bad four, and Mr. W. 
Ballantine five sea-trout and one whiting. In the Skipper’s Pool, Mr. W. Urquhart 
had one sea-trout of 41b., and Mr. Wm. Little had four sea-trout weighing 131b. 
Whiting in the Langholm waters are numerous, and good catches are being made. 
The following are reported :—Mr. T. Hogg, in Sowie Pool; Mr. W. Little, in 
Skipper’s Gullets; Mr. W. Ballantine, in Blackstones, near Craigcluch ; Mr. M. 
Lajdlaw, in Sowie Pool, and Mr, M. Borthwick in Skipper’s Gullets, Yellow trout 
in the river and tributaries are abundant, and in fine condition. Mr. R. Niven, 
London, has been especially successful in landing several goud baskets. In the 
Canonbie waters, Mr. W. Armstrong, Rowanburn, had two sea-trout, 11b. and 25lb., 
and a grilse of 5lb.; Mr. W. H. Haigh, Prior Bank hada grilse of 43lb., a splendid 
fish in grand condition. Other successful anglers have been Mr. Walter Scott, 
Holmfoot; Mr. M. Park, March Bank; Mr. Fairbairn, Canonbie; Messrs. Yates, 
Todhilwood ; and Mr, Edgar, Canonbie. In the Liddle, Mr. Jas. Graham, Crookholm, 
had three sea-trout from 14]b. to 3lb. Whitings and sea-trout have been caught by 
other anglers in fair quantities —_GLOBE-TROTTER. 

LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel) —July 21, Messrs. Williams and 
Crellin, Achrisgill Burn, three sea-trout, 3lb.; July 22, Mr. Williams, Garbes More, 
one sea-trout, 2!lb.; Mr, Robertson, Garbet More, three sea-trout, 43lb.; July 23, 
Rey. E. Bamford, No. 1 Loch, basket of trout, 15lb.; Rev. J. B. Chandler, river 
Inchard, one grilse, 24lb.; Mr. Heygate, river Inchard, two sea-trout, 2}lb.; July 
25, Rev. J. B. Chandler, Loch Garbet Bez, one salmon, 6lb.; Mr. Heygate, river 
Inchard, six sea-trout, 64lb.; Mr. Crellin, Garbet More, two sea-trout, 5lb.; Mr. 
Crellin, Achrisgill Burn, one grilse, 6lb.; Rev. E. Bamford and Mr. Robertson, Garbet 
More, four sea-trout, 6lb.—W. WALLACE, July 25. 

Locu AWE ANGLING.—Though the rains of last week sent up the loch some ten 
inches, no appreciable improvement has taken place in the sport. With the excep- 
tion of one saimon taken by Mr. Arthur, of Glasgow, nothing has been done among 
the heavier class of fish, and trout have proved equally difficult to move. Messrs, 
Ralli, Mavrogini, Dixon, Taylor, and Col. Higgin, fishing the hill lochs from 
the Taycreggan Hotel, have taken fair baskets of trout, running four to the pound ; 
but the long-continued drought is telling upon this loch, as well as upon Loch Awe. 
Mr. Ralli killed an 8lb, salmon on the Awe on '[hursday, and several more pike on 
Lochtromlie another day. Altogether he has taken 44 pike on this loch, some of 
them very heavy ones.—A. Munro, Taycreggan Hotel, July 26. 

Locu SHIN, &c., LArrG, SurPHERLAND.—During the week strong winds prevailed, 
and several anglers were out, only for a few hours. There has been very 
little rain, and the angling is confined to the lochs. The following are some of the 
takes :—On 21st, Loch Beannoch, Mr. Pullar, 11 trout, 13lb. Loch Shin.—Mr, Cope- 
Jand, 14 trout, 91b.; Messrs. Carloys, 25 trout, 1031b.; Mr. Snell, 21 trout, 121b.; Mr. 
Johnston, 8 trout, 631b. On 22nd, Messrs. Carloys, 26 trout, 15lb.; Mr. Johnston 
(three hours), 9 trout, 63lb. 23rd, Mr. Burton, 28 trout, 7lb.; river Shin, Mr. 
Parker, grilse, 641b. 25th, Loch Beannoch, Mr. Burton, 3 trout, 2lb. 26th, Loch 
Beannoch, Mr, Parker, 7 trout, 431b, 25:b, Loch Shin, Mr. Arrowsmith, 17 trout, 
641b. 26th, Loch Crakail, Mr. Arrowsmith, 14 trout, 5lb, 26th, Loch Shin, Mr. 
Johnson, 7 trout.--D. CAMPBELL. 

Loon RANNOCH (Dunalastair Hotel, Kinloch, Rannoch).—Messrs, Harcie, Edin- 
burgh, were out from Denalastair Hotel on the 26th, and got a ferow weighing 121b., 
this being the heaviest got this season. On the same date Mr. Cooper, Dundee, had 
two dozen trout ; Mr. McNab, 14 dozen ; Mr. Smith, fifteen trout. The Rev, Canon 
Holden had, on the river, 2} dozen; Mr. Holden, 14 dozen; Mr. Miler, one dozen ; 
Mr. Douglas Muir, two dozen ; Mr. Thompson, Belfast (also on the river), had one 
trout 24lb., and Mr. Hoyle 14 dozen trout. Rain has fallen abundantly this afternoon, 
and good fishing is expected. 

Locu ARKLET —Out from Inversaid Hotel on this loch to-day, Mr. A. Robertson 
killed six trout weighing 71b.—July 27. 

Locu MAREE (Loch Maree Hotel).—Some fine sport has been obtained at this 
favourite loch during the past week, ‘The weather has been fine, with occasional 
showers. The following are the takes :—July 18th, Mr. Hamilton, three trout, 
weighing 63lb. July 19th, Capt. White and Mr. Hamilton, 17 trout, 14lb. July 
2ist, Capt. White and Mr. Hamilton, nine trout, 7}lb.; Mr. McKay and Mr. Watson, 
eight trout, 11llb., one trout weighing 4lb. July 22nd, Capt. White, three trout, 
5sIb. July 23rd, Mr. Acklam, five trout, 53lb.; Captain White and Mr. Hamilton, 
seven trout and one grilse, weighing 311b. July 25th, Mr, Acklam, four trout, 91b. ; 
Mr. Higham, five trout, 54lb—Mr. MCALLISTER, 

Pass OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—The weather during the past 
week has not been so propitious for angling as was anticipated, consequently 
several gentlemen betook themselves to deep-sea fishing in Loch Melfort, and had 
capital sport. Heavy rain is now falling, and good takes are expected on the various 
lochs thereafter. The parties out were :—Messrs. Penman, Cheshire ; C oper Brown, 
Norwich ; T. Fergusson, J. M. Steele, M. and R. Hunter, J. Law, and A. Symington, 
Glasgow ; Campbell Clay, and T. K. Stolterfobt, Liverpool ; R. Roxburgh, R. 
McCord, and J. Hodge, Pollokshields; J. Findlay, Milton Lockhart; R. Mills, 
London ; and E. and B. Bainbridge, Sheffield. Total c»tch of loch-trout for week, 
835 ; total catch of sea fish of various kinds, 450. 

spry,—Since writing last week we have been favoured with several refreshing 
showers of rain, although not nearly what is required to set the river into proper 
angling trim. All that fell had little effect in increasing the present low volume of 
water ; there has, however, been a noticeable increase in angling. The cry for rain 
isa far-spread one, the want of which is rendering fishing a somewhat spiritless 
affair ; even if we got butsufficient rain to move the fish I believe good sport would 
accrue. One fisherman informs me that it is not altogether the want of fish that is 
causing such poor sport, as he finds them rising in a!l directions, and as near him as 
the very point of his rod while angling, I think an extra flow of water would have 
the desired effect. ‘The Fiddoch is at present rendering good sport both for worm 
and fly, and the trout are in good condition. The Spey trouting is improving.— 
ANGLER, July 27. 

Skyb (Broadford Hotel).—A gentleman from this hotel, fishing on the river 
to-day, had 13 sea-trout, weighing 92lb.—July 22. 

SUPHERLANDSHIRE (Tongue Hotel).—The angling for past week on the waters 
attached to this hotel was as follows:—Jnly 15, Loch Loyal, Mr. Ingoldby, 721b. ; 
Mr. Bourne, 133lb.; Mr. Watts, 10lb. July 15, Toch Craggie, Mr. Titley, 3b. 
July 19, Loch Loyal, Mr. Ingoldby, one Salmo ferow, 841b.—the best specimen caught 
this season. July 20, Loch Loyal, Mr. Bourne, 93lb. July 20, Loch Akle, Mr. 
Williams, 81b. July 21, Loch Loyal, Mr. Watts, 83Ib.; Mr. Titley, 8lb. July 21, 
Loch Craggie, Mr. Bourne, 91b. July 22, Loch Craggie, Mr. Watts, one grilse 3lb., 
and a number of brown trout; Mr. Williams, 3lb. July 23, Mr, Ingoldby, one 
grilse, 2lb. July 25, Kyle, Messrs, Carlyon, four sea trout, 7lb, July 25, Loch 
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Craggie, Mr. Watts, 5lb. July 25, Mr. Bournil, 10lb. July 25, Loch Loyal, Mr_ 
Titley, 9b. July 26, too stormy for fishing, but rain will doa lot of good.—A 
CAMPBELL. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Continued from page 62.) 








[We have again to hold over some columns of CORRESPONDENCE.—ED. | 


FISHING IN OREGON. 

Sir,—Living, as I do, in a splendid locality for fishing, I take an interest and great 
pleasure in the sport. By the way, did you know that the old idea, that “ the 
‘Chinook,’ or Columbia river salmon never take the fly,” is being exploded in past 
two seasons? Quite a number have been taken by local anglers in the larger monn- 
tain streams tributary to the Columbia. All streams running from the mountains 
have an abundance of trout,salmon-tront, speckled brook-trout. and a variety locally 
termed “ cut-throats,’ from the peculiar crimson band on under jaw. These grow 
often to 24in. in length, and afford an angler who uses light tackle an opportunity 
to test his skill with a worthy foeman. Laws for the protection of fish are poor, 
and, such as theyare, are not enforced, Parties of from two to a dozn go out from 
town every week the year round, and as the streams are free they fish at will, the 
only limit being their ability to carry (a creel, unless:the size of a champagne basket, 
would be useless), or their inclination to kill, the fish. Salmon are worth but 25 cents 
per pound, and there is practically no market for trout; and it is well, for if their 
speckled hides had a market value—if it was but a cent a-piece—they would soon be 
a fish of the past. 

Trusting to receive a copy of the FisHING GAZETTE in the near future,— 
Iam, &e., 


The Dalles, Oregon, U.S.A., June 7. W. T. JONES, 





GREAT DESTRUCTION OF FISH AT LODDEN BRIDGE. 

Srr,—I read with dismay in your River Reports last week that two persons—I 
won't call them gentlemen or anglers—had taken from two swims in the Lodden, at 
Lodden Bridge, no less than 1401b. weight of sp'endid tench, that they were going 
on catching them, and that the writer, the landlord of the inn, believed they would 
have not less than 2cwt. of fish to take back to London, 

My object in writing to you is to make these said persons feel ashamed of them- 
selves, to bring to the feelings of that landlord a sense of his folly in allowing such 
an abominable slaughter of fish, and to urgeupon your readers the propriety of being 
content with moderately-filled baskets, and on those days in the year when the fish 
run wild, and the river may be cleared out by the patient and industrious pot-hunter, 
to leave a few fish for someone else. Mr. Gilbert wrote :— 


‘- There’s fish in the sea, no doubt of it, 
As good as ever came out of it.” 


Unfortunately, that proverb is believed by some short-sighted persons to apply as 
much to rivers as to the sea. Let me tell them that a river can be as completely 
cleared out of fish by the angling pot-hunter as by the nets of the poacher. 

The landlord at Lodden probably Aad some good tench water. It is almost impos- 
sible, after the slaughter which he allowed to take place, that there are a dozen tench 
left in that part of the river. The tench were on the feed when the grount-bait 
was put in, they collected in the baited swims, and they remained on the feed until 
nearly all were caught. A few foolish persons may go to Lodden Bridge, expecting 
to make a similar bag to that made by the pot-hunters to whose conduct Iso strongly 
object. It will be one of the most wonderful events in the annals of fishing if 
they succeed. ; 

Why does the landlord make public this unfortunate affair? Possibly he thinks 
that half London will be down tench-fishing; but he must give anglers 
credit for very little sense if he imagines they will flock to fish 
in his empty waters. He has foolishly allowed two persons to carb away 
something lke 2cwt. of fish, worth, at the lowest estimate, £10, while all he 
probably received from them in return was the price of a bed, a dinner, a 
breakfast, and something to wet the fish. It will simply take years before such a 
head of tench can again be gut up in the river. I don’t blame the landlord half so 
much as I do the persons who slaughtered such a lot of fish, at least four-fifths of 
which would | av3 been returned by any sportsmanlike angler. I would suggest to 
the landlord that for the future he places some limits on the amount of fish which 
may be taken from his waters. 

The system of prizes for the largest bags of fish, in vogue in most London and 
provincial angling clubs, cannot but lead to the unnecessary slaughter of many 
thousands of coarse fish. Prize-giving for specimen fish I can see no objection to ; 
but I would earnestly ask the leading men of the angling clubs to use their 
influence to put a stop to a practice which tends to ruia our fisheries, and to turn 
men who would be sportsmen into mere pot-hunters.—I am, Xc., 

Dusty MILLER. 

P.S.—I have a vague hope that some of those tench were returned, and that the 
landlord neglected to notify the fact. If that was the case, many of my remarks, of 
course, go for nothing. 

[Every angler will endorse “ Dusty Miller's” remarks.—Ep. | 





FLIES FOR WYOMING, U.S.A.—SPLICED SPLIT-CANE RODS. 

Sir, —I have a letter of introduction to you from Mr. W. C. Harris, editor of the 
American Angler, which I hope to present before long. I go to the Continent to- 
night for a fortnight, and oa my return will call upon you. 

In this week's GAZETTE, I notice an inquiry for flies suitable for Wyoming 
Territory, U.S.A. Two years ago I fished in the Yellowstone Park, part of which is 
in Wyoming, and I foundithe best fly was as follows :—Body, flat silver tinsel ; wings, 
speckled mallard; hackle, grey, as near the colour of wings as possible ; hook, 
No. 8, Sproat.. A grey fly was preferred to any other colour, although I caught 
several fish ona Coachman. Tine tackle will tell upon even these uneducated tront, 
as I proved to several local anglers. j 

Nearly all the streams must be waded, and this can be done in the States without 
waders if one takes care to wear woollens throughout. I have waded all day long, 
wearing an old pair of shooting boots with a few hob nails, woollen stockings, and 
drawers, and knickerbockers, and never taken the slightest cold. 

Regarding spliced split bimboo rods, I made one some four years ago, and there 
was no difficulty with it whatever. During my five years’ residense in the States 
(New York), J made myself a rod each winter, and have three split bamboo fly-rods, 
varying from lloz. to 50z, which I shall have much pleasure in showing you when 
I call. 

I dress my own flies, but those I used in the Yellowstone Park were bought from 
Wm. Mills and Son, New York.—I am. &e., Ernest F, SHAw. 

[We are much obliged to Mr. Shaw for so promptly answering the query, and shall 
be glad to see him.—Ep. | 





DAGENHAM LAKE, 

Srr, —I visited this fishery with a friend last week, and in spite of the intense 
heat, we succeeded in taking a fair lot of roach, bream, and eels. It is simply full 
of smallish bream and roach, and the latter are in really fine condition. The eels I 
caught ledgering with a float about twenty-five yards from the shore, and, to my 
surprise, they were really splendid eating. I feel certain a good baiting would pay 
well. Neat Saturday night, Brockett’s van will start from the Bald-Faced Stag, 
Worship-square, at (12 o'clock as usual, and ‘every Saturday night until further 


’ notice,—I am, &c., : M.A. 


a 


Pome 





“Juuy 80, 1887. 


SNECK BEND AND OTHER HOOKS, 

Sin,—Your correspondent, “ Watchett,” has struck a familiar key, 
that anyone can fail to find the advantages of a good sneck bend. 

May | point out that its chief virtue, in my opinion, lies in the width of the 

bend and keenness of point? The hooks which “ Watchett” complains of were 
probably Limerick. Now, the medium and larger sizes of this hook kill well. 
" Itis the slavish adherence of hookmakers to patterns that makes the difference, 
and if hookmakers were to shorten the shank in producing the smaller sizes, but 
not go on narrowing the bend in proportion, we should not have so many just com- 
plaints of fish missing certain eyed-hooks. 

A good round bend stands level with the best of them ; but the sneck deserves a 
high place for small and medium sizes, I donot think it a good hook for sea-trout, 
lake-trout, or salmon. 

These tiny hooks with very narrow bends are scientific failures, and in such 
matters an ounce of practice is worth a world of theory. 

The advocates for the smallest sizes of flies avoid hooks which aim at neatness at 
the expense of utility, and have the bend somewhat wide, as if the shank of the 
siz2 larger had been nipped and then filed.—I am, &c., E. M. Top. 





I don’t think 





FISHING IN THE RIVER YARE. 


Str,—Seeing a notice in your issue of the 16th inst. of some good takes of fish in 
the river Yare, I have taken the liberty of sending the following short account of 
two mornings’ sport at Cantley on July 19 and 22, in the hope toat it may interest 
some of your readers. 

My brother-in-law, J. J. Reynolds, of Norwich, and self put up at the Red House 
Inn, where we engaged a boat, and being directed by the landlord, Mr. A. J. Gold- 
spink, to alikely spot for fish, we commenced angling at about 3.30 a.m., and con- 
tinued fishing during day ; bulk of fish caught before 7 a.m., 27lb. weight. 

On the second morning we fished from about same time, fish ceasing to feed about 
6 a.m. ; bag for two days, 501b. weight of fish. Of these, four bream weighed 18lb., 
the two largest (both taken by my brother-in-law) scaling 6 and 5lb. respectively. 
Professor Day, of Norwich, who saw the fish, stated he had not seen such a fine catch 
for a long time. 

Should any of your readers intend trying these waters, I should strongly recom- 
mend them to stay at the Red House, Cantley, where they will receive every atten- 
tion and comfort, combined with moderate charges, and may be confident of reliable 
information from Mr, Goldspink as to best places for sport.—I am, Xc., 

45, St. Lawrence-road, Brixton, S.W., July 25. Wo. SMITH. 

P.S.—I believe I shall be speaking strictly truth if I say Professor Day took quite 
20 stone of fish from Cantley last week. j 


JUBILEE WEEK ON THE EDEN. 


Sir,—Having got permission from the tenants of a very fine length of water on 
above river, I and a friend determined to escape the bustle and dust of show conse- 
quent upon the Jubilee. Some old hands at fishing the river told us we had very 
little chance of killing a fish, as the water was sure to be very low. However, we 
made up our minds to try. 

We got to Carlisle on Friday, June 17t, and, as it was too late to go to 
Thwaite that night, made arrangements to meet the keeper at the hotel we were to 
stay at by 10 o’clock the following morning, Oar train arrived there by nine, and we 
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walked to the bridge over the river and watghed the trout basking in the sun below 
us. I could not resist trying far one, so pat my rod together and dropped a worm on 


Stuart hooks down. I got a beauty of }1b. at once, then an eel and a 6oz. trout. By 
then our man had arrived, one of the real old sort—tall, good-looking, and work- 
manlike ; in fact 
“Tall and straight as a poplar tree, 
His cheeks were red as the rose ; 
And he looked like a squire of high degree 
When dressed in his working clothes, 


We arranged to commence operations after lunch, We got on to the river about 
three. Water clear as gin, and very low; heat. about 120deg. No fish on rise, so 
tried worm up-stream. Itis a splendid river for worm-fishing ; there are so many 
boulders in the bed, which cause beautiful streams for the purpose. We fished until 
about 5.30, with the result of only eleven fish between us (but such beauties ! not 
very large—about three to the pound), and then went back for dinner. After that 
commenced the serious business, as the fish came on to rise about 8 o'clock. We 
were rather late starting, and I made my first cast about 9, my friend electing to 
watch. I hooked one at once, and for the next half-hour had splendid sport, killing 
or rising a fish at every cast. I got14 or 15 in the hour, all about the same size 
(about three tothe pound). We then put on a large fly, locally called “ Bustard,” 
dressed large, with big white or red wings, and bit of chamois leather at tail, and 
fished until about 11 o’clock ; but did not do so very well, as the natural fly, or 
rather moth, was notout. In all, we killed about 14lb, or 1dlb. 


We just about repeated the above on Monday, and on Tuesday we did not fish, as 
we wanted to see a cricket-match in Carlisle between the locals and a Liverpool 
club, in which we were interested (and who licked them well). In the evening 
(Jubilee Day) the ladies of —— Thwaite Hall drove us to the top of a neigh- 
bouring height, from which we saw, I should think, 40 or 50 bonfires on the hills 
all round usin five or six counties —a beautiful sight. 


On Wednesday evening we determined to have a shy at the salmon, as there were 
a couple of dozen lying in a huge pool at the foot of a weir, waiting for water to go 
up stream. My friend was fishing with a swiveltail minnow in very heavy water, 
and killed a trout of $lb., and lost one 131b., when I saw his rod give a lurch. He 
said nothing, but thought a lot, when just below him rose a mighty tail ; then out 
flew his line, a jerk, and—the fish was off—broken the hook against a rock. I had 
two runs, and hooked a very fine fish foul ; but we didn’t manage toland any. We 
fished Thursday and Friday with about the same result, 14 or 15lb. each day, and 
left for home on Saturday evening, after a very nice holiday, 

The country is simply beautiful, the trees growing to immense size—in fact, in 
—— Thwaite Hall Park the fir trees seem almost to reach the clouds. The flies one 
buys for Eden fishing I found of very little use, as they have too full bodies, those 
which kill best having very thin bodies, with a bit of tinsel.—I om, &c., 


Aintree. Bae Me 





GREASE-PROOF ENVELOPES, 


Str,—In answer to “H. F. D.’s” query,as to where he can buy “ grease-proof ’ 
envelopes for carrying sandwiches, the paper and, I presume, the envelopes, can be 
procured at the Army and Navy Stores.—I am, &c., 

Thornford, July 14. ACME, 
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Trousers for Salmon Fishing, 


The Most Practical Wader ever Invented, 
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Anderson, Anderson, and Anderson's 


sees Racy lua 
Fishing Brogue. 


(REGISTERED.) 
Rd. 39981. 


Mr, THOMAS, writing to the FISHING GAZETTE, says :— 
“ The ‘Test’ Brogues are simply PERFECT. They are 
the best finished and easiest to wear (whilst at the same | 


time giving one a firm fovting in the river) that I 
ever used. I cannot praise them too highly,” &e., &c, 
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Messrs. ANDERSON have great:y impruved 
the fixing of their ‘‘Test’’ Brogues, so | 
that the Uppers will not get down when ,, We are now making our Improved 
Tne Soles canno’ be softened by 
immersion in water fur any length of time! — 


IMPROVED BUCKLAND WATERPROOF 


Fishing and Shooting Jacket, 


See the Ficld, April 3rd, 1886, 


Can be Shortened for Wading with Trousers. 
Makes an Excellent Riding Waterproof with 
the Addition of our “ Bailey” Riding Apron. 


Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 








_ “Buckland” Waterproof in a Coat form, 
| which can be Shortened into an ordinary 
Jacket, 33, 34, or 35 inches long. 





ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, ;7, 


THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 


QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.G, 


Works: BOW ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 
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EELS FEEDING ON THE SURFACE. 

Srr,—If any of your readers have any doubts that eels do skim the surface, let 
them visit the basin at Wanstead any hot, calm day. I have seen as many as twenty 
eels skimming and twisting in all directions, causing a wave not unlike that made 
by a steam-launch (only on a smaller scale) ; I doubtif any other fish could keep up 
such a continuous run at the surface of the water. I watched them very closely, 
and could distinctly see the head or nose projecting out of the water as they turned 
about, evidently in search of food ; but I cannot say whether they were after the 
flies or not, as suggested by your correspondent, “ M. A.” 

Certainly the theory of the blissful “Gent” is upset (re the carp), a3 there are no 
carp in the basin—at least, I believe not. This water is teeming with fish, only— 
alas !|—they are in the weeds at present ; but I hear they (the weeds) are to be cut 
this week, when I trust we shall be repaid for our patience by full creels. 

The article on “ Angling for Bream ” is delightful ; I trust more will follow, and 
also on other coarse fish. I fear that most of the float-bobbers are somewhat like 
the trout just now—too full of the May Fly and May Fly notes, not to be thankful 
fora few more such articles, I hope you will excuse this long epistle from—Yours, 
&e., WATCH-FLOAT. 

a 





G. F. 8. sends the following :—“ A strange instance of bream-fishing came under 
my notice a few days since which, was it not vouched for by eye-witnesses, I should 
certainly class among the ‘Munchausens.’ Some few seasons since Mr. G. Saunders, 
of the Brighton Anglers’ Association, was, with other members, fishing in a compe- 
tition, when in striking at a bite, the hook caughtin and tore the eye from a bream, 
Mr. Saunders angled with the eye, and in a few minutes took the identical bream, 
and with it carried off the first prize.” 


ILLEGAL FIsuinG ON THE BorpERS.—Thomas Ismay, innkeeper, of the Spa 
Well Inn, Biglands ; Charles Lightfoot, farm servant, Drumleaning ; and John 
Mathews Dixon, farmer, Biglands, were summoned by John Nicholson, Inspector of 
Fisheries, for fishing in the river Wampool on the 15th of June last, with an 
illegal net, the size or mesh being only half an inch. The offence were proved by 
Police-constable Bell, who had caught the three defendants in the river with a 
sparrow net, and in a handkerchief on the side of the river were ninety small bait. 
Mr. McKeever appeared for defendants, and said that they were not aware that they 
were doing wrong. They had been catching the fish as they came up the river to. 
spawn, but had, in ignorance, used an old sparrow net, which was too small in the 
mesh. The case was decided under the Summary Jurisdiction Act, and the bench 
inflicted a fine of £1 each and costs.—John McGee, labourer, Workington, a youth 
about 17, was summoned for having used a click-hook for the purpose of taking 
salmon from the river Derwent on the 6th inst. The defendant pleaded guilty. 
Joseph Bird, honorary water-bailiff, stated the circumstances under which he saw the 
defendant in the river, and he was fined £2, including? costs.—Joseph Parker, coal- 
miner, Workington, was charged with unlawfully taking a salmon from a tributary 
of the Derwent on the 4th inst. Graham Tinnion, river-watcher, said he saw the 


defendant take a fish out of the Barepot race, and put it in his pocket. The defendant 
admitted the offence, and was fined £2, including the costs. 
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FRANCIS FRANCIS. 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 
Telegraphic Address—‘ LINEN,” Belfast. 


3INSON & CLEAVE] 


R Supply the following Articles to GENTLEMEN DIRECT at 
LOWEST WHOLESALE PRICES. 


SH Linen Collars, best quality, from 4/11 per dozen, 
SH Linen Cuffs, best quality, from 5/11 per dozen. 
SH Linen and Longcloth shirts, 35/6 the half dozen ; or, made to order, 2/- extra. 
Ox a D French Print, or Flannel Shirts, in all the newest patterns, 
Ss 





Linen Cambric Handkerchiefs, 3/6 per dozen. 
H Linen Cambric Handkerchiefs, Hemstitched, 6/4 per dozen. 
IRISH Tweeds, strongest goods made, pure | PYJAMA Suits, Oxford cloth. 6/11 each. 
wool ot toughest description, for suits, 2/8 | Ditto ditto, unshrinkable flannel, 8/11 
per yard. . 
SHOOTING or Bicycle Hose, tough yet | TENNIS Shirts, from '7/11 each. 
soft lamb’s wool, 2/6 per pair. TENNIS Trousers, 8/11 per pair. 


N.B—OLD SHIRTS made as good as new, with best materials, for a trifling 
cost. Terms POST FREE. 


OBINSON & GLEAVER 






MANUFACTURERS TO THE QUEEN and the CROWN PRINCESS OF GERMANY. §& 


BELFAST. 


Patterns, Prices, and Full Information, POST FREE. 
Post Free 14 Stamps. Price is. 


MADDOCK’S_ _" ANTI-MIDGE.” 


A SURE AND PLEASANT PREVENTIVE OF BITES AND STINGS OF INSECTS, 
A little either alone or mixed with water to be dGabbed on the face and hands, 
PREPARED ONLY BY 


L. N. CORDEN, Chemist, Arun House, Pulborough, Sussex. 


Late Maddock’s Old English Lavender Water Factory. 


TO THE TRADE. 


ISHING TACKLE MAKERS and 


Just ready, price 1s., post free, 


Angling in Salt Water. 


A Practical Work on Sea-Fishing with 
Rod and Line from the Shore, Piers, 
Jetties, Rocks, and Boats, With 54 
Illustrations. By JOHN BICKERDYKH, 
A thoroughly good work by a Practical 
Fisherman, 

London : 


L. Urcorr Ginn, 170, Strand, W.C. 


Sellers, especially those dealing in 
Sea Tackle, should stock afew Bicker- 
dyke’s “ANGLING IN SALT WATER,” 
which sells at 1s, A large sale certain, 
as it is a really good book, and is the 
only one-on the subject. Terms, which 
are very liberal, and Prospectus sent on 
receipt of name and address on post-card 
by the Publisher, 
L, UPCOTT GILL, 170, Strand, London, 
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ABERDEENSHIRE. - 


DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE. For particulars apply to 

ALEX, McGREGOR. 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE, 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY. 


Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE, Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter. ’Bus communi- 
cation to and from Aberdeen daily. Conveyances 
meet trains at Logieriere Station when desired. 
Fisbing Gear suppiied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent. Further particulars on applicatioa. 

J. RITCHIH, Proprietor. 


WAPERIAL HOTEL, 
ABERDEEN. 


Personally 























Patronised by the Royal 

Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
Der and Don. 

Gentlemen are Boarded during the Seuson. 





DEESIDE HYDAOPATHIC 
ESTABLISHMENT, 


Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 

Tae Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of PRESERVED SALMON and TROUT 
FISHING FREE over about two miles of the far- 
afmed River Dee (partly on both sides of the 
river), as it runs through the estates of Heathcot 
ani Ardoe. In the constructing, furnishing, 
and surroundings of the house no expense has 
been spared.to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, 
&c., can be had from Dr. STEWART, Resident 
Superintendent, Heathcot. 








ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotelis situated near Loch Etive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE Fishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argyllshire. Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine. JAS. MURRAY, Proprietor. 





THH ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWH. 


Portsonachan Hotel, 
LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTE, 1886 :—“ Port- 
sonachan Hotel isone of the best situated, as it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has asteam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel ; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secure boats, &c., beforehand.” 





CUILFAIL HOTEL, 
PASS OF MELFORT, HEAR OBAN, 


Visitors at “Cuilfail” have the privilege of 
Vishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous Loch Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fishing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also be had, and Grouse and other Shooting 
by arrangement with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use of Anglers. Average 
weekly take of Trout, 1,600, Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and delightful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MCFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. Telegraph 
Office :—Kilmartin. 








ARGYLLSHIRE. 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 


of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 


the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 


strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, ond SALMO 


FPEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE, 


TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN. 


First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station, Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Ayich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 





have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 


only be fished by staying at this Hotel. 
Steamers call at the Hotel Pier, 
A. and A. MUNRO. 


SALMON ANGLING Free. 
DALMALLYHOTEL,GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at Dalmally Hotel can have 
SUF#RIOR SALMON FISHING onnine miles of 
the beautiful River ORCHY, 


LOCH AWE HOTEL. 


(Under the Same Management.) 


Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AWE 
free. Experienced boatmen kept. Boatstowed by 


ALL 





steam-launch to the best fishing grounds on the 


Loch, 
DUNCAN FRASER, Proprietor. 





TOBERMORY (Island of Mull) 


WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 


Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days. : 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


| MULL. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Lochs in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. 
SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SEA 

FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS 
may also be had, 
Posting, with careful drivers. 


The Hotel is seven miles from Staffa and Iona, 





and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and antiquarian interest. 


Visitors are assur ed that every attention will be 


paid to their comfort, and 


CHARGES WILL BE FOUND MODERATE. 


~ BANFFSHIRE. 


SPEY ANGLING 
FREE. 


The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Speyand 
Fiddoch. Nicely situated. It is the most con« 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 
arrangements. Hiring in all its branches. Every 
attention is given to comfort, Magnificent 
scenery. 














JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE. 


TROUT & SPRING SALMON 
ANGLING. 











CROSS KEYS HOTEL, CANONBIE, 


DUMFRIESSHIRE, 


The above hotel is sitnatel amid the FINEST 


SCENERY ON THE SCOTTISH BORDER, on 
the‘old coaching road between Carlisle and Lang- 
holm ; considered the finest drive in England. Not 
a hundred yards from the hotel flows the beautiful 
and winding ESK, the best salmon-tenanted 
stream inthe south of Scotland, while the historic 
LIDDLH, scarcely inferior as a sea trout and 
salmon water, is within 20 minutes’ walking 
distance. As the nets are now taken from the 
mouth of the river, the fishing will be superior to 
anything heretofore. Hvery hotelaccommodation. 
Good posting. Close to railway station. Post- 
office 100 yards off. Angling taught by experts. 


ALEXANDER ELDER, PROPRIETOR, 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An Improved Service of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer. . 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 
ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS, 





BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c, Fares: 3s., 1s, 9d., 1s. 6d, 


For full particulars see Bills, 
London, August, 1887, WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


LrOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx ”’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom, 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 


must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 


Contrit utions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 


panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 


this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 


the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d. 
» Six Months ,, 63 e » ” a0 cvees’s 5 4 
»,» Three Months 21:8 


To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE, 


188, Fleet-street, London, 
Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1887. 


IN SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 


(Continued from p. 58.) 


Durness HoreL.—This is a fine green spot; the country around is very 
pretty, and there are many interesting sights in the neighbourhood. The sea- 
trout-fishing in the kyle is first-rate—the best free angling of the kind, so far 
as number is concerned, to be got in Sutherlandshire. No charge is made for 
the use of the boats on the various waters attached to the hotel. Superior sea- 
bathing is got within less than half a mile of the hotel. At the usual bathing- 
place the beach is of the finest white sand, and the beauty of it is, no scour is 
caused by the waves. The famous Loch Crosspuil is within ten minutes’ walk 
of the hotel. This loch contains the finest and gamest trout in the county : 
they are silvery as any sea-trout, and many of them are of a large size. Nothing 
coarse, large, or gaudy will attract them ; they are high-bred fish. Fishing with 
very fine tackle and wee flies, it was my fortune to make the best basket of 
them yet got this year—six trout, ranging from over 1lb. to 3lb. I was out 
only two hours ; but I was guided by the redoubtable Johnnie Sutherland, the 
best professional fisherman at Durine. I cannot speak too highly of the Cross- 
puil trout. The best flies are Black Gnat, Priest, Quill Gnat, and pale wing 
with gold tinsel body, and sparse light-brown hackle. June, July, August, and 
September, for the fishings about Durness, are decidedly the best months. 














ANGLING 


August is a sure month for a few salmon and grilse in the tidal waters of the 
Dionard—waters that consist of a succession of lovely streams and pools. Loch 
Seine (Sine) affords first-rate sea-trout-fishing with fly in August. Loch an 
Shore gives a heavy basket of small trout. Loch Gaisgeach no one living any 
time at Durness should neglect to visit; it contains wonderfully fine trout. 
Loch Meaddie, too, should be fished. It is during the month of August that 
most of the lochs about Durness give their best sport. Trolling with sand-eel 
in the kyle is best in May, June, and July. The aforesaid Johnnie Sutherland, 
Richard Mackay, and Davie Mackenzie, the historian, are the most qualified 
mes to show sport to anglers visiting the waters among the green knowes of 
urness. 

RuiconicH Horen.—The whole district about is perfectly honeycombed 
with lochs—the scenery is wild and grand. Mr. Wallace, the hotel-keeper, is 
having a very busy season ; and no wonder—he is most obliging, and withal a 
highly successful caterer to the tastes of his guests. It is safe to say that no 
hotel-keeper in the North gives a better table at an equally reasonable figure. 
Mr. Wallace is determined to please, and his policy shows his wisdom and good 
sense. Except in one or two of the lochs, the season is well advanced before 
the angling about Rhiconich is at its best. Loch Garbet Beg (the salmon loch) 
and the Inchard river angling is already let, by the month, for the whole of the 
season yet to run. August and September, along with the last fortnight of 
July, are the best months for brown trout, sea-trout, grilse, and salmon. The 
Achreisgill water is a fine stream, containing several very good casts for grilse 
and sea-trout on the clearing-off of a spate. Loch Skerracha, which almost 
meets the sea at the extreme height of spring tides, is a first-rate loch for fly- 
fishing for heavy sea-trout. It has been much improved by his Grace the Duke, 
at his own expense, deepening the outflow channel connecting it with the sea. 
Since then it has fished capitally in August and September. I fished it too early 
in the season (this year) ; but from the rocks (there is a boat) I hooked a heavy 
fish—slightly, I should think, for the hold soon gave way. The loch above 
(connected by a burn) is also, from the middle of August onward, good for the 
same kind of fishing. Near it is a small lochan—aimost round—wbich contains 
very nice loch-trout of good size. August and September are the very best 
months for the sea-trout-fishing in Loch Garbet More. ‘This is a pretty loch, 
amid grand scenery. In good weather the Fionaven lochs—six or seven in 
number—give very heavy baskets of common trout, three or four to the pound. 
These lochs are most picturesque, and among the trout they contain, although 
most are small, there are good ones to be met with ; and the gameness of all, 
from the wee to the large, is surprising. Many more lochs are about Gaisgeach, 
and a loch near Kinloch Bervie, containing very large trout, can be fished from 
Rhiconich Hotel. Among the best gillies are Old Donald, David Calder (a 
relative of the Gaelic poet, Rob. Don), and Hugh Morrison—a smart, natty 
Highlander. 

OverscaiG Horry.— Mine host,” Duncan MacKay, is a jovial, good soul. 
At dancing or playing the fiddle he has few equals in Sutherland. During the 
best of the season for his lochs his house is nearly always crowded. This year 
his best fishings yielded remarkably well in May and June. The sport is still 
very good. His river-fishing for grilse and salmon is just beginning. Loch 
Gorm (the green loch) is now about its best ; as yet, however, it has been little 
fished this year. Spinning the natural bait is the plan to adopt in order to 
secure the thumpers in this hill loch. Mr. Duncan MacKay ‘“himsel’” went 
out with a gentleman one day to fish it, and the result was nine trout, 36lb. 
Shin, Merkland, and Griam—all quite easily got at—are very good fishing lochs. 
Under very unfavourable circumstances I fished part of a day on Loch Shin, 
near Fiag Island, and got fourteen trout, 9lb. I cannot say much for the 
gameness those fish showed. I like Overscaig : there is a brightness and cheer- 
fulness about the place, and the mountain air is very bracing. The gillies are 
capital men—Cristo Rae, John McInnes, the Rosses—and “ real” MacKays ; can 
all manage the boats most skilfully. There are great ploys at Overscaig— 
dancing, fiddling, and piping almost every evening—and the custom with the 
more open-handed of the visitors is to give, in turn, a bottle of whisky to keep 
the party merry. 

Larra Horer.—This hotel is exceedingly well managed. Mr. Butters, the 
landlord, is remarkably kind and attentive, and everyone speaks loud in his 
praise. I have a great favour for Lairg: it, to my mind, isa delightful place 
to stay at. The scenery is very fine, and the fishing, in several of the lochs, 
extremely good. It was much te my regret that I had not sufficient time at 
my disposal to enable me to fish Loch Beannoch and Loch Cracail. These 
lochs have done first-rate this year, Loch Beannoch having yielded capital 
baskets of trout of a better average (over a pound) than any other loch in 
Sutherland has produced in anything like equal number. All the lochs 
attached to Lairg Hotel have fished, and are still fishing, uncommonly well. I 
would strongly advise every Sutherlandshire angler who wishes to have the 
pleasure of making a good creel of trout with fly—trout of a fine size, perfect 
in symmetry, red-fleshed, gamesome to a degree, and toothsome as anyone could 
wish—to contrive to have afew long days (eight or ten hours) on Loch Beannoch 
or Loch Craggie. If a“ hand” at all, no one, Iam certain, will be disappointed. 
Mr. Butters has always inhandalarge stock of the most suitable flies for his own 
lochs and streams, as well as for all the other fishings in Sutherlandshire. Most 
of the gillies attached to the hotel are as well up to their work as anyone could 
wish. The waiter quite lays himself out to please, and the “ boots” is remark- 
ably attentive. Already Mr. Butters has had a very good season—he well 
deserves it ; and it is a pleasure to me to say that, under his able management 
and that of his kindly, sprightly wife, the hotel at Lairg is more than sustain- 
ing the excellent name for comfort and a good table which visitors have given 
it for manyalong year. The same may be said of the Station Hotel, Inverness, 
since it came to be managed by Mr. Caesari. Anglers bound for Sutherland, 
who break the journey at Inverness, I can honestly recommend to patronise 
the “Station.” Besides being so very convenient for the trains, it is a capital 
house, and the tariff is moderate. 

I cannot conclude without saying that I find that nearly every angler that 
visits Sutherland is a reader of the GazrerTr. This, Sir, Ishould say, is largely 
due to your attention to the angling matters of “ puir auld Scotland,” and your 
courtesy in allowing so much of your space to be devoted to bringing into 
prominence a vast deal of good, free fishing in such of her more remote and 
wild regions as may fitly be termed the 

“Land of brown heath and shaggy wood, 
Land of the mountain and the flood.” 
W. Mourvbocu. 





CHUB-FISHING. 


CONSIDERING the sport this familiar fish affords the angler, and the 
comparative ease with which it can be caught providing a reason- 
able mode of angling be adopted, it has long been a matter of sur- 
prise to myself that so few anglers follow chubbing with any degree 
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of speciality or success. To those who have tried to catch chub, and 
very likely failed most woefully, my assertion as to their easy 
capture will be received with incredulity. Nor can I wonder at 
this when. I recall themumber of blanks which.it was my misfortune 
to experience, when, first: seriously turned my attention to chub- 
fishing. diteon sik 23 

The chub is not nearlysuch a cunning fish as is generally supposed, but it! 
possesses an attribute far more: difficult.than mere cunning for the angler to) 
conquer, and that is its: éxcessive timidity. Unlike the carp, which is both 
cautious and cunning, it isan extremely grossfeeder, and will devour almost 
any garbage or rubbish of a succulent nature with a fearlessness and rapidity 
which leaves no time for consideration as to any snare that may be concealed, 
providing no unfamiliar object. or.unusual ‘circumstance presents itself at the 
same time. It is the easiest thing in the world to locate ‘a chub (the: chop of 
his greedy mouth invariably betrays his whereabouts when suéking the 
numerous insects from the calm, unruffled surface) in the cool:of the evening 
which follows an unusually hot day ; butitisan extremely difficult operation on 
the part of the angler to present a fly ‘or insect to their notice 


without agitating the surface of the stream ‘in their » immediate 
vicinity, and to do this is. unquestionably fatal to: all hopes of a 
capture. Unlike the trout; which rises time after time with an apparent 


abandon and fearlessness directly under the very point of your rod, they re- 
quire the bait offered to them without the slightest action of a suspicious nature, 
To catch them it is an imperative ‘necessity to keep out of the range of their 
vision ; the farther away the better, for I am positive no fish requires more 
secrecy on the angler’s part than a chub does. 

Tappend two methods of chub-fishing, which I have practised with great 
success myself. Knot together sufficient stout horsehair to make a single hair- 
line thirty yards in length, wind this on a very free-running winch (a large 
wooden one is best), use a whipping-rod with extra large upright rings, to allow 
the line to run freely through them, catch a large bee or big fly of almost any 
description, hook him lightly but firmly, without touching his vitals (this allows 
him to struggle). Take advantage of some trifling prominent portion of the 
river bank, place the insect on the water, laying carefully back from the side 
yourself, and keeping the point of the rod as far as is practicable from the edge 
of the water. Allow the stream to take your fly, and pay out the hair-line from 
off the winch as it sails away (you must have previously well oiled the line to 
prevent its sinking), and don’t strike too hard when the inevitable chop and dis- 
appearance of the tly announces your hopes realised. This isan extremely delicate 
and effective way of offering a bait to a fish, and Iam sure the killing power of a 
single hair tackle (with winch in reserve), and a light fly-rod, will be a matter 
of wonderment to those anglers who have never tried it. 

The next method is by ledgering, which will be found particularly acceptable 
for the cooler months of the year, and when the fish are feeding on the bottom. 
It savours somewhat of the long corking principle; but, unlike that, allows a 
direct strike from the rod’s point. By this method a long stretch of bank can 
be well searched without disturbing the water, and it also does away with the eyver- 
recurring splash of the ledger bullet when a fresh spot is to be fished. Take a 
triangle hook, the usual size for chub-fishing with cheese-paste, thread a small 
piece of lead piping on the gut, and bring it down over the the three shanks of 
the triangle till it rests upon the bends, squeeze it with a pair of pincers to 
fasten it there; when trimmed, it should not overlap the shanks, nor weigh 
more than half the ordinary ledger lead: you would-use under similar circum- 
stances, and for the same purpose. Make some cheese-paste with strong-smelling 
old cheese and bread in the usual manner, cover the triangle amply with a pellet 
of paste, which should be as big as‘a large marble. Use a light 10ft. ledger rod, 
Hoe well-stained gut bottom 4ft. long, aud a very fine-dressed silk-plait running 
ine. 

Take your stool and sit at least two yards from the ‘bank at the point from 
which you intend to. commence operations, unreel about twenty yards from off 
the winch, and curl carefully on the ground at your feet. Still sitting down, 
lightly throw your bait into the middle of the stream, and about twenty yards 
below the spot you are sitting. 'The current will soon wash it to the side, and 
you will have effected your purpose of placing the bait close under the bank 
without any accompanying splash. If after about’'ten minutes you get no bite, 
crouchingly remove about five yards lower down, taking your seat with you, 
holding the point of the rod just over the bank, sufficient to clear the line in 
passing, and in no case going yourself within two yards of the water's edge, 
also taking care to tread as lightly.as possible. Now, having taken your seat as 
before, lightly pull your line, and if you have paid due attention to the leading of 
the triangle, which should with the paste bejust sufficiently heavy to barely resist the 
force of the current and remain upon the.bottom. Now, upon giving a succes- 
sion of light jerks, and each time letting alittle line go, the stream will gradually 
coax your bait a little farther away till you have placed it in the place you wish 
it to stop ; give this spot about ten minutes, and, if unsuccessful, proceed lower 
down, always taking care to observe the same precautions in shifting your 
position. 

I recollect once, with a deal of trouble, obtaining permission to fish a certain 
stream near Winchester, belonging to a miller: The reason I was so struck 
with the old fellow’s water was because I had seen, in one particular spot which 
I will describe, a shoal of splendid chub as they restlessly roamed up and down 
their swim. . This sight had so whetted my piscatorial appetite that I was deter- 
mined to have a shy for a fish. I ledgered on the same principle I have 
just described. I fished from a small door.in a long granary directly abutting 
on the riverside and adjoining the mill. The outer wall of this granary was 
supported by piles driven into the bed of the stream, and it was built in the 
form of a half-circle of about fifty yards sweep ; at one end stood the mill. In 
the middle of the wall at its bulge was the door from which I was fishing. 
Below me and down stream adjoining the other end of the granary wall, and, by 
the sudden curve, entirely hidden from my view, was a wheelwright’s yard. 
I obtained a long clay pipe, a chair, some ale, and prepared to make 
myself comfortable. Having cast my bait down stream, it was rapidly swept 
by the current round the corner of the building and out of sight. Having 
ht my pipe, I awaited, rod in hand, for my would-be victim to feed. 
About fifteen minutes passed, when suddenly a terrific jerk nearly pulled 
the rod out of my hand. I struck, and experienced such a tenacious 
wriggling resistance that made me feel I had certainly. hooked some- 
thing out of thecommon. This was as suddenly succeeded by a dead slackening 
of the line, and upon hauling in I found my cast and leaded triangle missing. I 
don’t believe that before or since I ever felt so disappointed with the result of a 
bite. However, I soon rigged up again and popped in exactly the same spot. 
Tt hardly reached the bottom this time before it was grabbed violently, and I 

again felt something resist strongly, and after a momentary interval release it. 
On regaining the end of my running line my cast and hook were again gone. 
This second affair completely floored me, and I scarcely knew what opinion to 
form of the finny demon who had twice shown such an insatiable appetite for 
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Well, to cut things short, three times more was I served in pre- 
cisely the same way, and I became downright mad, and determined to capture 
this monster if I used a tackle warehouse in the’ attempt. I had just ventured 
another trial, and, rod in hand, was awaiting what had now become the usual 
response to my cast, when a hoarse laugh behind me caused me to turn round. 
There stood Mr. Miller. ‘Lord! what a game those youngsters are a-having 
with you,” he said. “ What!” He here became purple and speechless with 
laughter, and could only point with his thumb to the wheelwright’s yard in reply. 
Without a word I dashed from the granary, and reached the yard from the front 
entrance in the road. There, all legs and wings, stretched flat on the grass, 
and overhanging the wharfage to his full extent, was a miserable little 
urchin, about nine years of age, making frantic endeavours with a 
garden rake to pull in my gut bottom and line, which he had 
just succeeded in grappling. My-appeal-to-that portion of his anatomy which 
was uppermost was quick but awfully effective, and resulted in much genuine 
screeching and blubbering, coupled with protests of his utter innocence, and 
trials on his part to direct my vengeance to two other juveniles whom he 
strongly asserted were the criminals, and who at the moment of my sudden 
appearance upon the scene were earnestly and amicably engaged in dividing that 
portion of my tackle which had previously so mysteriously disappeared. I 
gave these two little beggars a severe dressing, the result of which was a sub- 
sequent and very unamiable interview with their respective male parents. The 
next day, however, I caught four fine fish, gross weight about 12lb., which 
amply recompensed me for my previous day's escapade, and before leaving I 
signed a treaty of peace with the little scapegrace of garden-rake notoriety, and 
by a judicious present of some pennies, completely bound him to my interest 
for ever. JOHNNY CHAT. 





THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 
By EDGAR 8. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from page 373, Vol. XIV.) 


THE following is the table of distances referred to in our last 


article :— 
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At the village of Yalding there are several prominent and ardent anglers who 
enjoy a high local reputation. They are men imbued with that quiet but enthu- 
siastic love of the gentle art which binds all fishermen together. We may instance 
as an apt illustration Mr. James Rayfield, one of the most successful of Medway 
anglers, and his narratives relating to the capture of 3lb. and 4lb. chub make 
one’s fingers itch to go and do likewise. It must, of course, be borne in mind 
that chub are plentiful hereabouts, but they still require catching, although we 
have known a newly-fledged angler come down with anything but classic tackle 
and take a brace of chub in the evening, weighing over Q1b., and this in the most 
amateur fashion. Mr. Rayfield has accounted for many of similar weight, but 
his style of fishing is worthy of note and of imitation. The old river, we may 
explain, has many shallow places; in fact, 2ft. depth may be taken as a fair 
average. Our friend Rayfield will start his very fine tackle on a journey 
down stream (generally his bait is cheese or wheat), and he takes his biggest 
fish at a distance of from 7 to 15 yards from the spot where he may be 
standing. It is an exhilarating sight to watch this agile, though well-matured, 
angler at his sport, and to note his skilful manoeuvres when he has hooked his 
prey. None but those who know what it is to handle a big chub in weedy 
waters can appreciate the sight. He has a mysterious manner of preparing his 
cheese paste, and he will not impart the seceet ; but we can vouch for the fact 
that when he has presented us with a selected specimen the result has been 
such as we could never have hoped for with our own less adroitly manipulated 
bait. (This may be accounted for by the fact that we seldom use this kind of 
bait, our favourite lure being the artificial fly.) As for wheat, we may remark 
that in every case where it is recommended as bait in the course of these 
articles, white wheat is meant—the whiter the better. Friend Rayfield relates a 
story which has caused many an eyebrow to lift with incredulity, but his veracity 
is not to be questioned. He tells how he once caught a chub 2ft. 6in. long, 
weight nearly 7lb.! The hearty manner in which he recounts the feat, and his 
utter unconsciousness of the dubious glances of his hearers, are a piquant treat, 
only to be surpassed by his look of disgust when he awakens to the fact that 
the story has not been received with undiluted faith! However, he is a most 
genial raconteur, and any young angler who can really call him “friend” is to 


incipient_fisherman may add heaps of knowledge to his little store, and become 
confirmed in his affection for the immortal sport. Many a “wrinkle” haye we 
thus acquired, and many more are yet left for others to possess. He is always 
ready to be of service to any brother angler who is honestly anxious for infor- 
mation ; he is good company, and cheerful in manner—in fact, 


“ A merrier man within the limits of becoming mirth, 
I never spent an hour’s talk withal,” 


Then, again, we must not forget our rotund and jovial friend Field, whose 
residence is situate nearly opposite the Anchor Inn at Yalding. He is one of 
the most obliging, affable, and friendly anglers on theriver. He has the genuine 
spirit of camaradam, and will be found to be a welcome companion to the 
“stranger who is within his gates.” We should also add that everyone who goes 
to Yalding should visit the George, where the beds are clean and the ham and 
eggs are beyond all praise. This we can personally vouch for. Here one may 


be congratulated, for, sitting at the footstool of this experienced veteran, the — 
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get the luxuries of Coyent Garden even before they are to be had at that busy 
centre, and at prices, too, which are far below its prohibitive tariff. We may 
not describe the courteous landlady as “buxom,” but we never visit the 
homely hostelry without thinking of the old adage that “good stuff is 
frequently done up in little parcels.” It is an established axiom amongst all 
bluff Englishmen that “there is no bad beer, but some is better than others,” 
and we can, without hesitation, place the beer to be obtained at all the inns at 
Yalding in the last-named class. There is a relish about it on a hot summer's 
day that has rejoiced the heart of many a worn and weary angler. 

Some anglers of domestic instincts occasionally take their wives, or sweet- 
hearts, or female relatives with them when they go out on fishing bent ; and if 
any such should chance to come this way, and are inclined to leave the allure- 
ments of the river, they can hire a neat turn-out at the George, and enjoy an 
interesting ride through some of the loveliest parts of the famed hop county. 

Let not our readers say that we have been too gushing over this part of our 
subject. It is an important point to the angler who purposes visiting a strange 
district that he should know upon reliable authority where the best and cheapest 
accommodation is to be had, where he can feel that the host is not of a predatory 
and rapacious order, and where he can realise the words of Shenstone— 


““Who’er has travelled life’s dull round, 

Where’er his stages may have been, 
May sigh to think he still has found 

The warmest welcome at an inn!” 


Personally, we have often been grateful for information thus afforded through 
the columns of the-Fisuinc Gazerrr, and we trust that, if only by way of 
gratitude, we may be allowed to confer a similar service upon our confréres. 

We would again emphasise the fact that fly-fishing is par excellence the best 
method on this part of the Medway ; but it must be admitted that there are 
many old anglers who cling loyally to the other systems, and not without 
success. It may be that we look upon the matter with a somewhat pre- 
judiced eye, being, as we are, so strongly of opinion that fly-fishing is the 


‘noble kind of sport, and should be practised where possible. 


Before leaving this immediate part of the district, we may mention that there 
is a very excellent stream near here, which is known as “The Ring,” and this, 
at times, holds trout, although we would not advise the expenditure of too much 
time on its surface by the trout fisherman. Here, however, the angler can lay 
in sufficient dace and minnows for a day’s excursion among the perch and pike, 
and wishing them all the luck they could wish themselves, we will resume our 
description of the river above Twyford. 


(To be continued.) 








Few persons are aware that a committee of the British Association is intrusted 
with the subject of noting the migration of birds. Wisely enough, the members 
appealed for information to the keepers of lighthouses ‘all round the coast of 
England and Scotland, and very interesting reports have appeared. There is 
something peculiarly pathetic in the thought of the songsters which enlivened 
the summer woodlands of England dashing themselves in thousands against the 
solitary beacons which throw their light upon the sea. A practical purpose in 
watching these migrations, especially in regard to sea fowl, is that they indicate 
the localities of our great food fishes. 
* % i 3 3 

Mr. W. Oldham Chambers, F.L.S., has been elected a corresponding member 

of the American Fisheries Society. 
ae a a a 

Loch Maree, Ross-shire, is affording splendid fishing this season. Anglers have 
been getting baskets of 20lb. of sea-trout, grilse, &c. The Loch Maree Hotel is a 
good house to stay at, and the proprietor, Mr. T. 8. McAllister, takes great 
interest in angling and anglers. 

& a st % & 

We are often asked by anglers where wasp-grubs are to be got. From his 
advertisement in our columns, it will be seen Mr. ©, Bradley, of 62, Jacob- 
street, Bradford, supplies them at so much per pound. 
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A Manchester friend writes :—‘ Did you see the way the Ashbourne magis- 
trates tempered justice with mercy the other day? ‘wo fish poachers, caught 
red-handed, fined 2s. 6d. each : not much encouragement in that for river pre- 
servation societies, keepers, and policemen.” We presume the punishment 
would have been as severe as in this case it was inadequate if the poachers had 
been caught with a hare or pheasant, instead of fish, in their possession. 
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“ Excellent Trout-fishing in Silesia,” with apartments, from 10s. a week, will 
be found advertised in our columns. 
ae ae at at * 

One of the greatest troubles of jack and perch-fishers at this season of the 
year is to keep their baits alive during the drive or journey which, to most of 
us, forms the prelude to the day’s amusement. At Howietoun they have learnt 
the art of sending trout long distances without changing the water ; in fact, 
they find that to change the water usually has an injurious effect on the fish 
carried, owing, no doubt, to the variations of temperature in the different lots 
of added water. The Howietoun experiences, which are worth considering in 
this matter of bait carriage, amount shortly to this : that to carry trout in tanks 
without change of water, all that is necessary is (1) to prevent the fish them- 
selves contaminating the water ; (2) to so construct the tank that the oxygen 
extracted by the fish is replaced by the splash of the water ; and (3) to keep the 
water as cool as possible, for the colder the water is kept the fewer the respira- 
tions of the trout per minute, and the less the quantity of oxygen extracted 
from the water. 
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We have already described and illustrated the tanks sent out from the 
Howietoun Fishery with yearlings ; suflice it to say, therefore, that the oxygen- 
ation of the water is effected by means of an inverted cone of zinc in the bottom 


_ of the lid, so placed that the apex just touches the water. The sides of the 


tank converge upwards, and the jolting on the journey forces the water against, 
and through, the perforated zine cone, from which it falls down in fine spray. 
In mild weather crushed ice is placed in this cone. So much for the oxygena- 
tion of the water. To prevent pollution by the fish, the trout are simply 
starved for one or more days, according to their size and condition. 
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From these undoubted facts it seems not unreasonable to conclude that jack- 
baits will keep all the better if they are starved for a day or two before being 
put into the bait-can, and that the bait-can should be so constructed as to 
possess the virtue of oxygenating or aérating the water it contains. As to the 





starving, London anglers would only have to order their baits a couple of days 
before they want them, and give necessary instructions to the bait-seller to have 
their baits put into training. Baits kept in the well of a punt are, of course, 
in good condition to be carried. As to the can, no simple, moderate-priced one, 
made on proper principles, is, so far as we know, in existence. The best can 
made is probably that invented by Mr. Basil Field; but it has the fault, 
common to a good many very useful inventions, of being rather expensive. The 
aération of the water is effected by means of a pair of small bellows concealed 
in the hollow handle of the can, which are worked by merely pressing a little 
knob in the handle. The can also has another advantage in a false interior, 
made of perforated zinc, by means of which all the baits can be lifted out 
whenever one is wanted. If some intelligent tinman—and among the members 
of the London angling clubs there are surely more than one—will only construct 
an inexpensive can which will aérate the water without any attention being 
necessary, he will confer a benefit on the angling community, and no doubt 
benefit himself pecuniarily as well. 
% % % @ 2 

In the first place, the bottom of the can for jack-baits should be rectangular, 
for the oval and round cans are only suited for minnows. If many dace or 
gudgeon are placed in an oval can, some of them are sure to lie against its sides ; 
their bodies are in consequence curved, and while one gill will open widely, the 
other—that nearest the metal—will hardly open at all. Secondly, the can 
should have the perforated zinc interior, which can be lifted out whenever a 
bait is wanted ; and thirdly—in which we include fina'ly, lastly, and in con- 
clusion—a perforated zine projection should be fixed to the inside of the lid, 
raade on the lines of those used in the fish-carriers at Howietoun, which would 
have the effect of aérating the water. It is difficult to say the exact shape this 
should take, for some experiments would probably be necessary before the right 
form was arrived at. : 
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Anglers should not subject their fish to sudden changes of temperature. We 
have frequently seen bright, lively baits made nearly torpid in winter by merely 
adding a little water from the river to that in the bait-can. This happens on 
those days when the air is mild, but the water cold. The water in the can 
quickly rises to the temperature of the air, and when the colder water from the 
river is added the effect on the baits is very bad. The best plan is either to 
take care that the water in the can does not rise in temperature by frequently 
adding water from the river and keeping the can out of the sun, or, what is 
better still, keeping the can sunk in the river, only taking it out when a bait is 
required. Itis probably within the experience of many of our readers that the 
baits are sometimes lively enough in the can; but immediately they are on the 
tackle and cast into the water, they become half-dead and anything but lively. 
The reason of this may be easily understood from the foregoing remarks. The 
water in the can is warmer than the water in the river, and the sudden change 
to colder water renders the fish torpid. 
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The future dress of anglers—at least, of somany of them as risk drowning on 
tempestuous lakes or wading in dangerous rivers—will probably be made of 
cloth woven from reindeer hair. A Norwegian engineer, Herr W. C. Miller, 
of Drammen, noticing that reindeer hair was extraordinarily buoyant, has made 
several articles of that material for saving life, with remarkable results. A 
mattress stuffed with the hair was found capable of supporting three full-grown 
men. A suit made of the hair was sufficiently buoyant to cause a man to float 
on the water without making the slightest movement. It was perfectly impos- 
sible to dive in this dress. Clothes made of this hair are soft and pliable, and 
impart a good deal of warmth. If a short, thick pea-jacket made of this material 
would counteract the buoyancy of waders it would be invaluable for salmon- 
fishers. 
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The Tiverton Town Council offer a reward of £100 for information as to the 
murderers of Archibald Reed, the river-keeper. It is said the Home Secretary 
has been written to, asking for a pardon to be granted to any accomplice 
turning Queen’s evidence. 

* * * * * 

At Blackburn, Robert Barlow and his nephew, John Barlow, have been fined 
£6 and £2 respectively for putting chloride of lime into a brook where 
Lieutenant-General R. J. Feilden, M.P., has fishing rights. Three hundred 
trout, worth about £30, were destroyed. 

* * * * * 

Major Turle sends us the following account by Mr. Hammon of a curious 
capture of jack and trout, and says :—“ Fishing is very poor, owing to the want 
of water. I killed one good trout on Saturday evening with Coachman, 4lb. 30z., 
on one of Hardy’s 10ft. Gin. rods. Lord Egmont, about a fortnight ago, had 
two days with me on Bransbury Common ; he killed seventeen fish, and lost a 
lot, all on Red Quill. 

* * * * 

“ Place, Bransbury Common, river Test, just opposite what I always call Col. 
Farle’s Ash Tree. Fisherman, Mr. Landon. Witness, Mr. Landon and Mr, 
Hammon. Mr. Landon, fishing just opposite Ash Tree, heard a splash in water, 
and asked me if I had heard or seen it. Ihad. On looking round to his left, 
just under Ash Tree, we all three saw a jack splashing about with a trout in his 
mouth floating down stream. Mr. L. got behind very quickly, and caught the 
two in his landing-net. The jack weighed over 2}lb., and the trout, a beauty, 
with a fearful gash on its side, just over 1lb. I have many times had a jack 
come at me when I have been landing a small trout ; but this beast had caught 
his own, and in a few minutes would have commenced gorgingit. That Ash 
Tree has been for some years my pet hunting-ground ; but this year, for twenty 
yards above and below the tree, I have never seen a trout. The reason now is 
plain enough. Dr. Barwell and Mr. Fry saw jack and trout” 

* * * * 


“ Johnny Chat,” in his article on chub-fishing this week, tells the best fish 
story we have read fora long time. In response to several inquiries, we intend 
next week to illustrate the method of roach-fishing which he described last 
week, 
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“WHITE UNTO HARVEST,”—Beautiful are old England's cereal-growing shires; 
but there is hardly a homestead that has not been bedewed with the tears of the 
smaller yeomen, or the husband, wife, and children of the former tenant, on being 
compelled to quit the old home, and the home of grand and great-grandfathers for 
a century and more, to wander away, bankrupt almost in purse, and many without 
hope! What would Oliver Goldsmith have not written, had his lot been cast in the 
England of to-day, at the ruin wrought in every corn-growing parish, “ deserted” by 
much of the healthy manhood of the peasantry, now absorbed in urban occupations, 
or gone to distant lands? Sons and daughters of yeomen and other owners of small. 
properties have been shocked at finding that the produce of the sale had only been 
one-siath of the price given for the farm, or its fair valuation in the days when the 
English farmers held up their heads as became men,—RvusTICUS, 
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SEA-TROUT IN A LAND-LOCKED LAKE. 


“ Hr REGAN,” author of “How and Where to Fish in Treland,” 
writes to us as follows :—“Below I give you an extract from the 
letter of a relative now travelling in Kerry. It ought to be of 
interest to Dr. Hamilton and others who hold the theory that Loch 
Leven trout are land-locked sea-trout.” 

“ My jarvey tells me that the Finiahry river has good white trout, but indifferent 
brown trout. It is an easy distance from Kenmare, and anyone can fish it with a 
rod license, and there is not a pike in Kerry. A little further in a lake (Lough Kirk), 
some lads, a few years ago, brought some sea-trout in a gallon can and put them in, 
Now, the jarvey says, youcan catch trout that are a cross between lake and sea- 
trout, and they have the characteristics of both, mixed or modified.” 


“ Hi Regan” adds : “ Is not this very like the Salmo Le venensis 2” 
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THE ROD FISHER’'S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp Hamitton, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout,and Grayling,” Se. 


(Continued from page 60.) 


BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES, 


Rosin Repbreast (Erytheca rubicola). Order, Passeres ; Family, Sylviide ; 


is sure to make himself known to the rod-fisher, either by his call-note, tick- 
tick-tick, or by showing himself at one time or another. 

The bird has anumber of familiar names, such as Bob Robin, Bobby, Robin 
Ruck, Ruddock, &c. In Sweden he is called Tomi-Liden ; in Norway, Pieter 
Ronsmad ; in Germany, Thomas Gierdet. 


Wordsworth, in his sonnet, “ The Redbreast and Butterfly,” says :— 


“ Art thou the bird whom man loves best, 
The pious bird with the scarlet breast, 
Our little English robin— 

The bird that comes about our doors 
When autumn winds are sobbing P 


Art thou the Peter of Norway boors? 
Their Thomas in Finland, 
And Russia, far inland ? 
The bird who, by some name or other, 
All men who know thee cali their brother, 
The darling of children and men?” 


A universal favourite with all classes, this lively, familiar, but very pugnacious 
bird is generally distributed through the British Isles. His sprightly air, full, 
dark eye, and the great confidence he displays in his associations with man 





THE REDBREAST. 


endear him to all, and the thought of killing a robin in this country is considered 
about as sacrilegious as robbing a church. Not so, however, in other countries, 
especially in Italy, where you may see strings of robins and other small birds 
hung up for sale on market-days. The dish of Becca fica, served up at the table 
@héte, is chiefly composed of robins. Browning says— 


“ A man may have an appetite enough 
For a whole dish of robins ready cooked.” 


With us the bird is so connected with our childhood and its stories (for who 
does not know ‘‘ The Children in the Wood,” or ‘‘ Who Killed Cock Robin ?”), 
that to think of eating him would take away the appetite entirely. 

Both male and female have the red breast, but the male plumage is generally 
richer and brighter. How this soft-billed bird lives through the hard winter 
months is a marvel, and this circumstance is probably the origin of the old 
couplet— 

The robin and the wren 
Are God A’mighty’s cock and hen, 


as well as the supposed office of covering with leaves and moss the dead 
bodies of unburied mortals. Robert Herrick wrote an ode to Robin Redbreast, 
asking him to perform this rite upon him, : 


“ Let thy last kindnesse be 
With leaves and mosse work for to cover me ; 
And while the wood nymphs my cold corpse inter 
Sing thou my dirge, sweet warbling chorister.” 


_ The robin has a beautiful voice, and sings when all other birds are becoming 
silent. He loves to frequent the habitations of man, and we all know how 
fond he is of a church, often joining in sweet melody the hymns of praise 
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poured forth by his human companions. Peter Pindar says, in his “ Ode to some 
Robins in a Country Cathedral ”— 


‘“‘ Wild tenants of the fane, farewell ! 
At early dawn I quit my cell 
And haste a pilgrim to these shrines again. 
Simplicity will join my way, 
And listen to your mingled lay, 
And, list’ning, learn a lesson from your strain.” 


It is stated as a well-known fact that a robin frequently perched on one of 
the pinnacles of the organ in the cathedral of Bristol and joined the music 
with its song. Skelton was also quite aware of this propensity of the robin for 
the church : 

“ And Robyn Redbreast, 
He shall be priest 
The Requiem Mass to sing, 
Softly warbelynge.” 


Rogers wrote the following epitaph on a robin redbreast :— 


‘“ Tread lightly here ; for here ’tis said, 
When piping winds are hush’d around, 
A small note wakes from underground, 

Where now his tiny bones are laid. 
No more in lone and leafless groves, 
With ruffled wing and faded breast, 
His friendless, homeless spirit roves ; 
Gone to the world where birds are blest ! 
Where never cat glides o’er the green, 
Or school-boy’s giant form is seen ; 
But Love and Joy, and smiling Spring, 
Inspire their little souls to sing. 


When the hazels are covered with their catkins, and the sallo.vs with their 
downy covering, a small bird often from the tops of the highest elms gives out \ 
his monotonous song: Chiff, chaff; chiff, chagf; chiff, chiff, chag. Hence the 
name by which he is known. THE Currr-CHarr (Phylloseopus collybita ; 
Family, Sylviide) is one of our earliest migrants. The back is olive green, 
lighter towards the tail, has a small stripe of light colour behind the eye, under- 
parts white, shaded with grey. The bird leaves us generally in the middle of 
October. 

Where the stream flows by gardens or shrubberies, we often hear the soaz, 
and still more often the warning note, of the 


Buack Cap (Sylvia atricapilla), 


which amongst the Sylviide claims the second place as a songster (the 
nightingale being the first); if you should hear its alarm note—sh wrr-sharr. 
—(a sign he has seen you), it is worth while to rest a few minutes, and 





tes 


Tur Buack Cap. 


listen for its song. The bird, hidden amongst the low bushes, will 
gradually make its way up to some rather bare spray, and there, if not dis- 
turbed, you will see it throw up its head, elevate its crest, enlarge the throat, 
and beginning with a few soft notes, gradually increases them till they become 
loud, joyous, and prolonged, and then suddenly cease ; but the tone through the 
whole is very sweet. Gilbert White, whose observations on birds are always of 
great interest, and very truthful, says: “The black cap has, in common, a full, 
sweet, deep, loud, and wild pipe; yet that strain is of short continuance, and his 
motions are desultory ; but when that bird sits calmly and engages in song 
in earnest, he pours forth very sweet and inward melody, and expresses great 
variety of soft and gentle modulations, superior perhaps to those of any of our 
warblers, the nightingale alone excepted.” But you have moved, and the bird has 
disappeared, and instead of the song comes the alarm note, sharr-sharr. Had you 
put your binocular upon him you would have found that the feathers on the top 
of the head are jet black, which can be raised as a crest ; the nape of the neck 
ashy-grey ; the back, wings, and taila brownish-grey ; throat and breast a light 
grey ; under-parts white, as also are the under-wing coverts ; legs a bluish lead 
colour; the whole length of the bird between 5in. and 6in. Female somewhat 
larger than the male, and the top of the head reddish-brown instead of black. 
The black cap generally arrives in this country about the middle of April, and 
leaves us again in September. 
Another of the Sylviide often met with when fishing moorland streams is 


THE WHEAT-EAR (Sazicola cnanthe), 
Easily recognised as he flits away from stone to stone by the large white spot 
above the tail. The bird in the South often goes by the name of the Fallow 
Chat, from its frequenting the upland fallows in search of food. It is a very early: 
visitant, arriving in this country in the latter end ef February or beginning of 











Ave. 6. 1887. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 75 








March, and stays till the end of September. On our Southern downs, the 
shepherds catch the birds by means of a horsehair snare placed under a sod of 
earth, formed into a hollow chamber, the bird having the habit on the least 





THe WHEAT-EAR 


alarm—even a shadow from a passing cloud—of running into the first hiding- 
place he can find. Faber notices this in his “ Ascent of Helvelyn ” :— 


“ We watched one fair cloud sail 
For some Atlantic haven; the gay fir 
Looked through the mist below like gossamer. 
The wheat-ears ran or glided through the grass 
And o’er the stones.” 


Formerly these birds were caught in great numbers on their migration, from the 
end of July to the middle of September, and esteemed as very great delicacies for 
the table. Pennant states in his time, upwards of 1,840 dozens of wheat-ears were 
taken about the downs at Eastbourne, and sold for sixpence a dozen. Now 
they are much more scarce, and, when exposed for sale at the poulterer’s, fetch 
from 3s. to 4s. per dozen. Gilbert White, generally so accurate, states that 
this bird remains with us during the winter ; but this is not so. Its very early 
arrival in the spring probably Was the cause of the mistake. The male bird, 
with the varied plumage of its blue-grey back, black wings, whitish buff of the 
under-parts, has a very handsome appearance, and, when attending on its 
mate in the breeding season, utters a soft and pleasing song. The nest is generally 
placed in a heap of stones, or in a hole of a low wall, and sometimes in an old 
rabbit burrow. 

We, at times, more particularly when the stream flows by an old ruined abbey, 
or farm buildings, or old walls, come across a bird generally known as the 


Fire Tair, or Rep Srart (Ruticilla phenicurus). 
Sylviide. 
And we know him as he flies from us by his red tail, which is constantly in motion 


Order, Passeres ; Family, 


Rerarecti oe 
Tuer REDSTART. 


as he sits on an old wall, or branch of a tree, watching your movements all 
the time, uttering his alarm note. The Red Start arrives in this country about the 


middle of April, and leaves again early in September. The male bird is very 
handsome, with his jet-black throat, dark blue-grey head and back and wings, 
white streak over the eye, bright, rusty red breast, rump, and tail, except the 
central feathers, white under-parts and dark legs. The female is a rusty brownish- 
grey, with the rump upper tail coverts and tail, except the central feathers 
orange red—duller than in the male. y 


(To be continued, ) 





MURDER OF AN EXE RIVER-KEEPER. 


THE Tiverton Fishery Association have suffered a loss in the death 
of a river-watcher named Archibald Reed, who is supposed to have 
been murdered by poachers. On Saturday Jast his dead body was 
found in the river Exe, at the “ Rag,” a spot near where the West 
Exe joins the Mill stream, The head and hands were fearfully 
mutilated, the throat being cut from ear to ear. A knife was found 
in the grass, and on the banks were unmistakable signs that a severe 
struggle had taken place. The unfortunate man was married, and 
about 35 years of age. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post thein Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 





ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of the Renting and Preservation Committee will take place 
on Monday next, August 8th, at 7.30 p.m., and the General Committee at 9 o’clock.— 
R, GHURNEY, sec, 

Visiting List (SOUTHERN DISTRICT). 

Brother Anglers,—Please keep your invitation to the Anchor and Hope Angling 
Society for Monday, August 15th, before you, and remember that great things are 
expected from you on that occasion.— JOHN SMITH (D.0.) 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, August 
12th, at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th ult. we fished a friendly match with the Woolwich Anglers (United) 
at Tunbridge, the following being the result :—Mr. D. Davis (Anchor and Hope), 
first; Mr. Howlett (Howick Brothers), second ; Mr. J. Bowling (Anchor and Hope), 
third ; Mr. J. Shentcliffe (Anchor and Hope), fourth ; Mr. Gill (Woolwich Brothers), 
fifth; Mr. H. Scott (Anchor and Hope), sixth ; St. Montague (Howick Brothers), 
seventh. On the 30th ult. several of our members competed for a series of prizes, 
roving at Amberley, only one being taken, Mr. A. Shakel being the successful com- 
petitor. The prizes not taken on the 31st ult. will be fished for on the 7th inst., 
roving, go where you please, The next return visit of the S.L.V.L.A.A. will take 
place to the above club on Monday, August 15, when we shall be glad to see as many 
brother anglers as can make it convenient to attend. The cup will be fished for on 
the 7st inst. at Pulborough.—D. DAVIS, sec. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The takes still keep the ordinary position. Mr, Avis barbel, Mr. Dutton bream ; 
several other members being out, returning with blanks, Our Bank Holiday sweep- 
stake resulted in Mr. Ducker winning first prize with a good show of roach ; Mr. 
Avis second, with barbel—largest, 3lb. 120z.; Mr. Roach third, with tench and rudd 
—largest tench, 3lb, 130z.; Mr. Robson fourth, with roach. Our member, Mr. 
Godley, caught a nice tench of 41b, Members are reminded that they must clear 
the books by next Wednesday to be eligible to weigh-in for prizes.— W. DuTTon, 
sec, 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our trays were well filled on Bank Holiday, Mr. Jennings leading with 28lb. of 
roach and dace ; Mr. Hoare, 141b of roach and dace ; Mr, Elton, 61b. of bream ; Mr. 
Steggles, roach. Several other members had small takes of roach.—J. J. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 3rd August. Mr. R. Atchison in the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting and cash accounts were confirmed, the conditions for competing 
for the series of special prizes were decided, and a competition for twelve prizes was 
arranged for the 28th inst. on the Mole. Messrs. Harry Dunn and John Smith 
notified to the society that they had for a considerable period studied that part of 
the science of zoology—zi.e., ichthyology—and at a convenient season would court a 
discussion thereon ; in the meantime, the works from which they derived their 
information were at the disposal of Ye Friars. The subject for debate on Wednes- 
day next, the 10th inst., is, “Is the Perch Hermaphroditical?”; other subjects 
were submitted, and in rotation will be considered. During the past week Ye 
Friars have been moderately successful in their catches, and the following members 
have weighed in :—Messrs. Harry Dunn, E. Green, W. Hutchins, R. Atchison, W. 
Poole, E. Coleman, T. Petigan, W. Pratt, A. Day, A. Scott, L. W. Innocent, W. J. 
Thomas, W. and F, Williamson, and W. Newman. Mr. J. Jones had a fair show of 
bream, but, it is regretted, arrived too late to register the weight.—JOHN SMITH, 


hon, sec. 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Three of our members visited the Norfolk Broads for the holidays, and met with 
fair success, H, Cullingford having a nice take of bream, weighing 183lb., the 
largest going 3lb. lltoz., whilst he took a roach of L1b. 7oz. ; S. Bryan had roach 
and bream, the largest bream scaling 3lb. 840z. ; whilst his brother, Harry, secured 
43lb, of roach. Mr. S. Wertheim fished at Pulborough, and brought home a very 
nice show, going 91b. odd, which included bream, dace, roach, a small jack, and a 
pretty perch of 150z, On Monday, Messrs. W. Robbins and J. Deplidge had bream 
from the Esher and Claremont Fishery, the former two, going 3}lb., and the latter 
72lb., the largest of three weighing 41b. loz. ; and, fishing the same water again on 
Wednesday, Robbins had three bream, scaling 7lb., and your humble servant seven 
fish, going 13lb.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon. sec. 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair muster of members last meeting night. Four new members, Messrs. 
Platt, Allingham, Galloway, and Ricketts, were balloted for and duly elected. We 
have one to ballot for next meeting night, and we still have a vacancy for a few 
more. Only two members weighed-in fish on July 3lst—Mr. Howard, bream and 
roach from Maldon, and Mr. Lee, two barbel from Ponder's End, 9b, 1$oz., the largest 
fish 41b. 940z,—A. CLARK. 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). é 

On the Bank Holiday some of our members had grand sport. Messrs. Hazlewood, 
Waterson, Dyer, and Frith, fishing on the Ormesby Broads, had splendid takes of 
bream, roach, and rudd. Mr. Kendal showed some good roach, taken at Harlow. — 
E. T. ELDER, hon. sec. 

FUNNY FOLKS’ ANGLING CLUB. 

The annual dinner of this club, which is held at the Rose and Crown, Goswell- 
road, Clerkenwell, took place on August Ist, at the Three Crowns, Watersfield, near 
Pulborough. About forty of the members and their friends sat down, including 
Mr. J, Clant (chairman), Mr. J. White (vice-chairman), and Messrs. A. Eldridge, A. 
Wilkins, H. Bodieu, H, Hunt, G, Peake, T. Balls, H. Rudd, G, Crouch, J, Reynolds, 
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G. Banks, B. Jack, E. Matthews, H. Scutt, H. Nichols, G. Wright, T. Davis, H, 
Montague, 0, Chapel, A. Churchill, W. Patching, Gower (sen. and jun,), C. Chat- 
terton, H. Stretton, H. Coleman, H. Carter (engine-driver on the L.B. and §.C.), and 
others. The dinner was a sumptuous one, and well-served. The toast of “ Success 
to the Society,” was proposed, and heartily responded to, and subscriptions were 
given’ for prizes to be fished for during the coming season. The members break- 
fasted at Pulborough in the morning, and took tea at Amberley in the evening. The 
train, very long and heavily laden, started from London Bridge at 7 a.m., and 
returned before 9 p.m.—S. 
i GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 31st ult, the following members weighed in some very nice shows of fish : 
—Mr. Chapman, bream, 13lb. 10}0z.; Dodd, bream, 9b. 12$0z.; Lumby, bream, 
8lb. 330z. ; C. Crow, barbel, bream, and roach, 5lb. 240z, ; Perceval bream and roach, 
5Ib. 100z. ; Stoner, dace, gudgeon, and jack, 2lb. 6}0z. ; Harrison, bream and roach, 
2lb. 840z. ; Trowbridge, roach, 1lb. 11402. ; Manby, roach ; and A. Crow, roach. The 
following also weighed in on Bank Holiday :—Green, roach, 11b. 6}0z.; Henrie, roach 
and dace, llb. 2%0z.; A. Crow, roach, 11b. 0}0z,—making a total for the two days of 
nearly 55lb. Other gentlemen had fish, but were too late to weigh in.—C, B. L. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of roach and bream, showed by the following members : 
—Gadbury, roach and bream; Archer, roach; Haines, roach and bream ; Devon, 
roach and bream ; Holmes, roach and bream, The members will fish at Waltham 
on the 7th inst. All start by the 8.5 train, Liverpool-street. The secretary will be 
at the club on Saturday evening from 8 to 10 to receive contributions to make 
members eligible to compete. The return visit to this club takes place on Tuesday 
next, the 9th inst., when Mr. P, Geen will read his interesting paper on “ Where and 
How to Fish the Fleet at Wraysbury. Our annual dinner will take place on the 
22nd inst at the Rye House. Mr, H. J. Tibbatts will preside, faced by Mr. H. R. 
Moon.—R. MURPHY. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION (BRISTOL), 

On Monday, Aug. Ist, the above association held their first angling contest of the 
season at Highbridge, the members of the Highbridge Association having kindly 
granted permission for the contest to be held in their private waters. Over 50 com- 
petitors took part. The weather was splendid for holiday folks, but not all that 
could be wished for a fishing contest. Consequently the catches were not so large 
as anticipated. However, several members succeeded in landing a good number, 
The prize takers Messrs, Clements, Powell, James, Cox, Davis,and others, After the 
contest, a number of the members adjourned to the Coopers’ Arms Hotel, where a 
splendid dinner was supplied by Host Card, to which ample justice was done. The 
members returned to Bristol by the 9.30 train, having spent a very pleasant day. 
Our annual mecting will be held at the White Hart Hotel, Old Market-street, at 
8,30 p.m., when the prizes will be distributed.—L. C. WRIDE, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Some members of the above went out on the 31st ult., when Mr. Jones gave a good 
show of roach, including one weighing lb. 5}0z., total weight 21b. 202. ; Mr. Rider 
contributed 1510z. perch ; Mr, Braham, jun., 4lb, 5f0z, bream, roach 830z,—W, H. 
FENNER, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We hada fair show of fish on the 3lstult. Mr. T. Haycox, 18lb. 2402. roach ; 
Mr. G. Lotcho, 41. 20z. roach ; Mr. J. Jeffries, 21b. 4702. roach ; Mr. §. Cole, 21b. 130z. 
roach, and 1lb. 030z. dace; Mr, M. Pledger, ‘Ib. 2}0z, roach; Mr. T, Hammond, 
lb. 940z. bream, The members will fish for the remaining special prizes on tho 
list on the 14th._R. GHURNEY, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There are five special prizes to be fished for on the 7th inst. at Weybridge ; also 
three on Wednesday next (10th inst.) between Carthagena Weir and Ratty’s Weir. 
For full particulars see last week's issue of this paper.—H., B. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Tuesday last there was a good attendance. Mr. James Tayler, 
hon, treasurer, took the chair. The minutes having been read and confirmed, one 
new member was proposed and two balloted for. Mr. J. M. Broad read a letter from 
Sir A, K. Rollit, M.P. for South Islington, promising his support and patronage to 
the society, that gentleman being thereupon proposed and at once elected. Since 
the previous meeting the following catches have been reported :—Mr. C, 8. Bentley, 
chub from Standon (private water), also jack and perch from Harlow ; Mr. Boxall, 
roach and perch from the Lea ; Mr. Harper, roach, rudd, perch, and gudgeon, private 
water ; Mr, Kennett, roach, &c., from the Ouse; also from same river, Mr. Oliver, 
perch, roach, and jack; Mr, Lodge, trout from Cornwall; and Mr. Simson, from 
private water, roach and gudgeon, Delegates (Messrs. Boxall and Kennett) were 
elected to the Anglers’ Association, and the proceedings closed with the customary 
vote of thanks to a most able and courteous chairman,—C, H. KeNNETT, hon, sec. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our Bank Holiday outing to the Vyrnwy, Llanymynech, was a very pleasant one, 
Members mustered strongly, and the gathering was graced by the presence of several 
ladies. Host and Hostess Baugh, of the Cross Keys, were in their best form, and 
few of those who partook of the ducks and green peas included in the dinner, after 
the toils of the day were over, will deny that they were very good. Of the fishing 
itself, there is little to say. The river was low, and the water clear, and with a hot 
sun flashing down upon rich and poor alike, small catches could only be looked for. 
Mr. H. Wood had some nice perch, Mr. H, Chandler some fair roach, and Mr. W. 
Davies some weighable chub, and they won the three prizes for coarse fish in the 
order named, Mr. Sergencson won the trout prize, but returned it to the club, and 
no grayling were taken.—RD. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

[Pater is away for a month—will send on the sample,—ED, | 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, when the minutes of 
the previous meeting-night were confirmed. The following have weighed in during 
the week :—Mr. W. Gillies, roach and bream; Mr. J. Bunn, roach and bream; Mr, 
C. §. Blackman, roach; Mr. J. W. Dyer, roach; Mr. H. Magill, roach ; and Mr. A. 
May, jack and roach. Several special prizes will be fished for on the 4th Septem- 
ber, roving from Burnt Mill up to first lock, for gross weight Gack barred), all to 
leave Liverpool-street on the morning by the eight o'clock train,—A, May, 
hon, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB, 

On the 31st ult. the following members weighed-in :—Mr, H. J. Underwood, 
tench, roach, and jack, 101b. 240z.; Mr. Fancourt, tench; Mr. Holman, jack ; Mr, 
Greenwood, roach. On the Ist inst, Mr. J. Underwood, roach, tench, and jack, 
11lb. 340z, ; Mr, Dunning, jack ; Mr. H. J. Uundewood, roach ; Mr. Fancourt, three 
jack, 9b. 1}0z., three tench, 71b. 30z., and one perch, 1b, 3302, On the 2nd inst., Mr, 
HH. J, Underwood, tench, roach, and perch, 8lb. 50z. Members will please attend on 
Thursday next, 11th inst., being quarterly night.—W. G. GREENWOOD, sec, 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The prizes fished for on the 31st ult, and Ist inst. were won in the following 
order :—Mr. Bechtel, lst, bream and roach; Mr. Roberts, 2nd, bream and roach ; 
Mr. Goll, 3rd, roach and dace ; other members had fish, and others arrived too late 
to weigh-in.—G, I’, FLETCHER, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

Several members of the above competed for prizes at Amberley on the 31st with 
the following result :—Mr. J. Smith came first with 341b. of bream, therewith 
winning Mr, J. Clarke's prize ; Mr. H. Haine came second with 31b. of bream, which 
entitles him to Mr. F. Beard’s prize ; and Mr, F. H. Selth had bream, which enabled 
him to take Mr. T. Line’s prize. The reply from this part of the Arun, in answer to 
“What sport?” is— A few shoestrings,” “Hels”; or else it is “Nothing else but 
_“ bloodworms,” and those that get among the bream are reckoned to be lucky, On 
__the Ist inst. another competition took place, For this members were allowed to go 
“where and fish how they liked, For the first prize, Mr, J, Smith weighed-in 6b, 








of bream, roach, and dace. The second and third prizes fell to Messrs. J. and W. 
Wigley. Messrs. F, HE. Selth and I. Davis also had fish.—PIxIn, 
SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members are informed that the club has removed to the King’s Head, Gerrard- 
street, Shaftesbury-avenue. Angling friends and members of other clubs are invited 
to inspect our new and commodious clubroom, where, in a few weeks, we shall have 
a splendid collection of fish, both private and club property. On July 31 prepara- 
tions were made for a good show of members and fish, but only a few members 
turned up, and no fish. On August 2, we were again disappointed, for which we 
must blame the holidays, as several members who had promised us a large show of 
fish did not fulfil their promises ; but we hope for better success next time. A vote 
of thanks was given to Mr. Tickner and Mr. Allen for their kindness, and the 
masterly manner in which they assisted in the removal and hanging of the cases 
and other property belonging to the club, which was carried with musical honours. 
Mr. Andrews was unanimously elected an honorary member, and Mr. Gear, our new 
landlord, was proposed as a fishing member, and the ballot will take place next week. 
As we shall now always have Gear on the prerhises, we hope that members of other 
clubs will not be backward in visiting us.— PELICAN. 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above competed on tue 31st. ult. for a very handsome prize 
presented by Mr, W. G. Hale, the conditions being roach only to weigh, members 
restricted to Lea and Stort fishing. The result proved a great success, both as 
regards quantity and quality, Mr. W. Hooper proving the winner with 6lb. 13%0z., 
just defeating Mr. W. S. Woodhead (6lb, 1230z.) by ljoz. only ; foremost amongst 
the others were Mr. J. Taylor, roach ; Mr. G. Fordham, roach ; Mr. T. Jones, roach ; 
Mr, W. Coxhead a fine show of dace and one chub: and Mr, A. McQuin with some 
good bream and roach. A prize will be given for the gross weight of roach during 
the present month, conditions according to rules.—W.S. W. 

SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th ult. several of our members were out, and we had a very good show 
of roach, the principal contributors being Messrs. May, Parry, Close, and Kidd, and 
on the 31st ult. a very fine show of roach by Mr. Tillbury ; on Bank Holiday a fine 
show of bream, roach, and jack by Messrs. Kidd, sen. and jun. Members will please 
remember that the last Friday in August is half-yearly night, when I hope to see 
a good muster of the members, to clear iup arrears so that the half-yearly balance- 
sheet may show a good surplus for some prizes.—H. KIDD, secretary. 

ST, JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 31st ult., Mr. Wood, jun., was the only one of our members to weigh in 
fish, Our annual dinner will take place on the 28th inst, at the Black Dog, Bury, 
near Amberley. All members deciding to go will oblige by informing me as early 
as possible, and if they require Clout’s privilege ticket { shall be pleased to get it for 
them. The attendance at our weekly smoking concert last Tuesday wasa great deal 
better than it had been for some time. Mr. Sam Moore presided, and successfully 
conducted a good programme, ably assisted by the following ladies and gentlemen = 
Miss Nellie Parsons, Miss Lizzie Lynn, Messrs, Battensby, Tom Whitehead, Fred. 
Vince, Will. Warde, Fred: Charles, Tony Weller, Banks, Roberts, and the chairman, 
—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above club have been well among the roach this holiday. 
Mr. H, Tyler, a fine show of roach; Mr, J. Currans, roach; Mr. W. Windred, roach ; 
Mr. T. Morse, roach and bream; Mr, F, Beak, roach; Mr. F, Watts, roach ; Mr. J. 
Payne, roach ; and several other members had some small takes of roach,—H, TYLER. 

UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Members were out on Bank Holiday. Mr, H. Payne, four jack, largest 731b. ; Mr. 
May, good show of roach, several about 11b., one 11b. 602. ; Messrs, Kemp and Beach 
also had a good show of roach from Harefield.—H. P., sec. 

WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We had a good attendance of members on the 28th ult. Most of the members have 
been out during the holidays, and have met with very fair sport, Mr. Clegg weighing 
about 9lb. of roach from Chertsey on the 31st, and Mr. Hverley bream and roach from 
the Mole; Messrs. Whitstone, Russ, and Ewart also having fish from the Thames.— 
F, Russ, sec, 
WALTONIANS. 
We had a fine show of fish on the 3lst ult, Mr. Phillips weighed-in 42lb, 10oz. 
parbel—one fish 6lb. loz., 51b. 40z. chub—one fish 41b. 14oz., and 10}0z, perch. On 
the Ist inst. Mr. Phillips 541b. 150z. barbel, one fish 71b. 4oz, ; and Mr, Sims, perch, 
&e., 41b. lloz.—J. PACKMAN, sec. 
WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few members weighed-in on the 31st ult. and 1st inst., Mr. Dartnall having 
greatest weight, 6lb. 60z. The next competition will take place on August 14th in 
the Mole, from Esher Station. We receive a visit from the clubs on the South 
ee List on Tuesday, 16th August, when all anglers will be cordially welcomed, 
—W. W. A. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 
At a special meeting of the above club held on July 28th some very unpleasant 
business was transacted, after which some trays of fish were weighed-in, consisting 
of roach, dace, and a small barbel, some of the dace being very fine.—B. 
WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, . 
On Monday last the first day competition for the Association Challenge Cap took 
place. The river chosen was the Avon, and the part of the river from the old 
pridge to the railway bridge on both sides at Defford. There were five prizes besides 
the Challenge Cup, and the result of the four hours contest, from 2 p.m. till 6 p.m., 
was as under :—First prize and Challenge Cup, Mr. A. Lacroix ; second, Mr, T. 
Payne ; third, Mr. J. Whitehouse; fourth, Mr. M. Holloway; fifth, Mr. Crus hOne 
Considering the low state of the water the catch of fish was very good. No fish 
were weighed-in under 30z, The members were very much disappointed to hear 
that, through illness, Mr. B. Smith, the respected president of the association, could 
not attend. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. C. Bullock, of Mealcheapen- 
street, Worcester, for the very nice timepiece presented to the association, and which 
formed the first prize together with the Challenge Cup. Mr. C. Bullock is one of 
the vice-presidents of the association, The whole of the arrangements were carried 
out to the satisfaction of all those that attended. I wish to state that, through 
the sudden death of our good old friend, Benjamin Rammell, the landlord of the 
Railway Hotel at Defford, the usual repast did not take place. All those who have 
fished that part of the water will admit that anglers have lost a most obliging 
friend. The above association has recorded a vote of condolence with the widow 
and family of the deceased—A. LACROIX, hon. sec. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS. «© ©) ™ 
Our gross-weight competition on the 31st ult. and Ist inst. was a failure, Mr. 
Hibble being the only member that weighed-in, he having 2241b, of bream and 
roach from the Ouse. Messrs. Allard, Smith, Griffin, and Rambelow als» had fish ; 
put owing to the late arrival of the trains, were prevented from weighing-in. The 
usual weekly meeting took place on the 4th inst., Mr. Bayley in the chair, and a 
fair attendance of members were present. The minutes were confirmed, The com- 
petition on the 11th inst, will be an open one. Our secretary has received a favour- 
able reply from Mr. Isaacs, M.P., promising his full support to Mr. Broadhurst’s 
Bill now before Parliament relating to fishing rights. A vote of thanks to the 
chairman closed the meeting.—MILLER’s THUMB. 


———————— 





HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Old Wounds, Sores, and Uleers.—Daily ex »erience con- 
firms the fact which has triumphed over all opposition for more tuan forty years—viz., that no means 
are known equal to Holloway’s remedies for curing bad legs, bad breasts, sores, wounds, diseases of the 
skin, erysipelas, abscesses, burns, scalds, and, in truth, all maladies where the skin is broken. To cure 
these infirmities quickly is of primary importance, as compulsory confinement indoors weakens the 
general health, ‘The ready means of cure are found in Holloway’s Ointment and Pills, which heal the 
sores and expel their cause. In the very worst cases the Ointment has succeeded in effecting a perfegt 
cure after every other means had failed in giving adequate relief, : . ; 
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THE RECENT DROUGHT. 


I aM not certain but that the threatened milk famine in London may be the 
outcome of the scarcity of water which about three weeks ago “reigned” in the 
“Land of the mountain and the flood.” (I wish it had “rained.”) It may 
too, or:may not, be true, as announced in a recent issue of the FisHinG 
GazeTte, that I forsook the Border streams because there was not enough 
water to be found wherewith to dilute the whisky, which, I may take leave to 
state, is “gey strang,” especially in Scotland. Possibly I may have been 
detected in the act of imbibing the national beverage in its natural condition, 
contrary to my long-established practice. I am certain of this, however—that 
something extraordinary must have occurred, otherwise I would never have been 
favoured with the following epistle from a red-hot apostle of Temperance hail- 
ing from the Cumbrian side of the Border. As it is written in the Cumberland 
undiluted dialect, I shall not attempt any translation of the effusion, but con- 
tent myself by handing in the production in its native purity. 


“Tne TRIUMPH OF WATTER. 

“DEAR SuR,—Cause t’ watter’s a driet oop and t’ fish gaspin’ for breath, and 
t’ casks a’ gaizened, whisky raw ‘ull no sloker onybody ; milk’s the thing, soos’ 
milk, if it disna turn cruds in t’ stomach. Thool see t’ publicks is a’ shut oop 
and ruint, nit a soul to sheake hauns wid at t’ Bush. Sir Wilfrid’s emptiet a’ 
his wine in t’ swine-troughs, and naebody gits drunk on t’ premises. Oor caws 
is a topper ; but crops is bad, and taties o’ a’ maks winnit grow ; turmits is but 
sae sae and gey fly bitten. Every yer is thin chafted and in tatters ; nae fishin’ 
gan on to speak aboot, except in t’ Solway. Oor parson’s nose is now blue, it 
oosed to be red as a bubly jock’s ; he’s preaches again the pollution o’ clean 
watter. Som of t’ gentry’s joined us, but wants to keep in site o’ port 
in case of accidence; XX is shunted to a sidin’, and screwed doon in 
t’ vaults below. We're a’ gettin’ sma in t’ waist, but oor appetites is 
awful. New members is floccin’ in, a’ sober, cause naebody wunnet 
trust ‘em, reformed carricters thos nose whose moneys a’ duin. 
T’ parson’s baith dailt and donnered now and wants a livener, but he munnet ; 
sine he left off gozzlin ’es sermons is worse ; but that’s nowt. Afore he joined 
us and the guid caws he was aye fou and fratchin’ wid his wife and beatin’ her. 
Now he nivver gaes his mind to licker. A go o’ brandy wud brighten his upper 
works ; but he munnet on acoont ov t’ guid caws. If we can only git ’im past 
the October brew he'll be a’ reet ; but we a’ think he’el reist then—t’ fworce o’ 
habit, ye ken—and the caws ull be lickit. If ivver t’ parson gangs on t’ booze 
thale parish ull be blin fou, mair especially if t’ watters as scare as ’tis now 
and lyle fishin’ gan on. Eden’s verra sma’, Pittrel and Caddow’s driet oop, and 
Goslin Pike's followin’ soot fast ; in a month Eden at this gait ull no be yeable 
to crawl down to t’ Solway ; then they'll be nowt fort but to fa’ to t’ whusky, 
and get drunk on t’ premisesagean. Awsdry as bane now. Ye hevnaa drop 
ov something in your pooch? If ye hey, send a thimmelfu’ wid t’bearer of this ; 
divvent spleet.— Yours affeckshunately, “ TimorHy SWILLER.” 

Sor Gi e, Esq.” 

P.S.—The P.S. is mine. The man who could pen a letter like this ought to 
be shot through the head with a cart saddle, ‘‘ Watter,” as he calls the glorious 


element, there is enough now and to spare in the channels of all the Border 
streams.—GILNOCKIE. 











SCOTCH NOTES. 


ABERFELDY (Breadalbane Arms).—On Friday, 30th July, and on Monday, 1st 
August, Mr. Rhind, sculptor, Edinburgh, fished Loch-na-Craig, and had splendid 
baskets of trout, 

ANnNAN.—The recent fieeting showers have improved the Annan, and fishing is 
now becoming general. Last week there was a rise of 3ft. in the water, which re- 
tained its usual colour, The streams are in good “ fettle,” and the worm is meet- 
ing with some success. Twenty-seven herling, averaging half a pound each, were 
secured by one gentleman, while other fair catches are reported.— GLOBE 
TROTTER, 

Assynt Locus, LocHINvER.—-More rain is needed ere the Kirkaig river can be 
fished with even tolerable success, The Inver has fished well last week. Major 
Paynter, the lessee of Glencanisp Forest, captured ten salmon and grilse in five 
days. Forsuccessful angling on the Kirkaig, a regular thunderstorm, accompanied 
by heavy rain, is desirable. The trout are now in prime condition—in fact, too fat 
and lazy to rise to the fly, and the baskets are in consequence light. It is believed 
‘trout-fishing during August will be better than it has been during the latter half 
of July. The takes for last week are :—July 25, River Kirkaig, General Irvine, 
two grilse, 5 and 6lb.; Mr, Russell Ross, one grilse, 41b.; Loch Assynt, Mr. McIntosh 
and friend from yacht Ina, 54 trout, 16lb, ! Culag Loch, Mr. Gillus and friend, yacht 
dna, 48 trout, 14lb, 26th, Mr. Northcote, one salmon, 8lb.; and General Irvine, 
one sea-trout, 3lb. ; Loch Fewn, Messrs. Mackenzie and Bovrill, 36 trout, 101b, 27th, 
Culag Loch, Dr. Dodds and friend, Newcastle, one salmon, 7lb. ; Loch Skinaskink, 
Mr. Mackenzie, one Salmo ferox, 51b., and 1241b. trout ; Loch Assynt, Mr. McIntosh 
and friend, 48 trout, 18lb.; Loch Beannoch, Mr. Gillies and friend, 67 trout, 141b. ; 
River Kirkaig, General Irvine, one grilse, 5lb,, and one sea-trout, 2Ib. 28th, Loch 
Fewn, General Irvine, one Salmo ferow, 5lb.; Dr. Dodd and friend, 37 trout, 91b. ; 
Loch Culag, Mr. Bouch, London, one salmon, 52lb.; and same gentleman fishing 
stream above Kirkaig Falls, had 57 trout, 211b.; Loch Assynt, Mr. McIntosh and 
friend, 72 trout, 12lb. ; Manse Loch, Messrs, Wright and Adams, one sea-trout, 2lb., 
and six trout, 416, 29th, Loch Assynt, Dr. Dodd and friend, 23 trout, 6lb. ; Mr, 
Bouch, stream above Falls, 33 trout, 1031b.; Loch Crocach, Mr. Janson, 12 trout, 
5lb,; Loch Assynt, Mr, McIntosh and friend, 24 trout, 7lb. ; River Kirkaig, General 
Irvine, one grilse, 51b., one sea-trout, 2}1b. 30th, Loch Turac, Mr. Northcote, 24 
trout, 71b. ; Loch Beannoch, Mr. and Mrs, Bouch, 34 trout, 941b.; Loch Fewn, 
General Irvine and Mr, Mackenzie, 16 trout, 6lb, A storm prevailed, and made sea- 
fishing impossible—A NorTHERN PISCATOR. 

ALTNACEALGACH, SUTHERLAND, N.B, (Altnacealgach Hotel).—The following are 
particulars of last week’s sport :—July 25, Senor Abaurre, Spain, Loch Urigall, 51 
trout, 101b. ; Mr. and Mrs, Osborne, Loch Cama, 40 trout, 114lb. ; Mr. Symmons and 
sons, Loch Veyatie, one Salmo ferow, 2lb., and 70 trout, 1541b. July 26, Mr. and 
Mrs. Osborne, Loch Cama, 30 trout, 10lb., heaviest trout, llb.; Mr, Symmons and 
sons, Loch Cama, 64 trout, 18lb.; Senor Abaurre, Loch Veyatie, 20 trout, 41b. 
July 27, Mr, and Mrs, Osborne, Loch Veyatie, 19 trout, 7lb.; Dr. Messer, R.N., Loch 
Boarlan, 24 trout, 6lb. July 28th, Mr. and Mrs. Osborne, Loch Boarlan, 26 trout, 
72lb.; Mr. Fleming, Edinburgh, Loch Cama, 41 trout, 10lb. ; Senor Abaurre, Loch 
Urigall, 41 trout, 1031b.; Dr, Messer, Loch Urigall, 33 trout, 91b. July 29, Mr. 
and Mrs. Osborne, Loch Cama, 27 trout, 81b.; Dr. Messer, Loch Veyatie, 28 trout, 
7lb.; Senor Abaurre, Loch Boarlan, 15 trout, 31b. July 30, Mr. and Mrs. Osborne, 





_ Loch Veyatie, 20 trout, 7lb.; Senor Abaurre, Loch Cama, 33 trout, 7lb,—JoHN 


McDONALD. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The heayy rains of a week ago assisted materially in swelling 
the river; but by this time they have almost fallen to their normal condition. In 
the Esk, whiting are reported to be more plentiful and better than for a number of 
years ; while salmon are also appearing in greater numbers in the lower reaches, 
and some excellent fish have been landed. Mr, John Askcroft, Loaning Head, had a 
splendid basket of twenty-eight whiting, two sea-trout, and about a dozen yellow 
trout in this river ; while Mr. Yates, Todhill Wood, had a splendid salmon of 101b. in 
the Willow Pool, anda number of other anglers had good baskets up to about 10lb. 
The largest take recorded is from the Annan, where Mr, J, B, Irying, Whitehill, had 
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a basket of 321b. in the Hoddom portion of the water, This river is at present in 
good order, and some capital sport is anticipated. Not much has been done in the 
Nith, the volume of water there being small. 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE),—The fishing in this river is now in full swing. Sea- 
trout and whiting are plentiful. The former are making for the higher reaches, 
and seem rather to avoid both baitand fly. Whiting are reported to be the best run 
that has been seen in the Esk for some years, and salmon are making their appear- 
ance in the lower waters in greater numbers. In the upper reaches a fair number 
of whiting have been taken, amongst the successful anglers being Mr. T. Moffatt 
and Mr. W. Ballantine. Good baskets of yellow trout are being secured in the 
tributaries of both the Esk and Liddle. Mr. G. Maxwell and Mr. T. Mornson, 
Langholm, have made some good takes of sea-trout, Several anglers had good 
baskets from the Canonbie waters. Since the flood of last week the river has been 
in fine order for the fly. Mr. John Ashcroft, of Loaning Head, had a splendid 
basket of twenty-eight whiting, two sea-trout, and a number of yellow trout. Mr, 
R, Irving, of Broadmeadows, had a good basket of whiting and trout, while others 
who were equally successful were Mr. William Davidson, Crosskeys, Canonbie ; Mr. 
Haigh, Prior Bank ; Mr, Yates, Todhillwood ; Mr. Fairbairn, Woodslee ; Mr. J. H. 
Park, March Bank, and others. Mr. Yates had a salmon‘of 10lb. in the Willow 
Pool; Mr. D. Edgar had a number of sea-trout, whiting, and a grilse of 5lb, ; while 
Mr, Wil'iam Amstrong, of Rowanburn, Mr. Paterson Sorbie, Mr. Norton, and other 
anglers residing in the neighbourhood were very successful. Mr. W. Graham, who 
has been sweeping the Westerkirk waters, has had a quantity of yellow trout, and 
several sea-trout,—GLOBE TROTTER. 

Locu Ericut, DALWHINNIE.—On Thursday Mr. and Mrs, Gordon had 9Ib. of 
trout ; Mrs. Gordon landed three average-sized fish in one cast. On Friday, on the 
river, Mr, A, Harris, from Dundee, 8lb.; Mr. Harris, Dundee, a grilse, 3lb., and 
thirteen yellow trout; Colonel and Mrs, Reid, Carnoustie, 14lb., on loch; 1Mr. 
Thomson, Dundee, 8lb. On Saturday, Mr. and Mrs, Gordon had 103lb. ; Mr. Moore 
and friend, 93lb. Mr, Smith and friend, on Friday and Saturday, had at the west 
end seven dozen end four trout. On Monday, Mr. McIntyre killed 191b. of trout and 
one of 2}1b. On Tuesday and Wednesday he had 221b, “His fish were all in prime 
condition, and they were taken by the fly at the west end ofthe loch. On Wednes- 
day, Mr. Blundel captured 101b., and Mr, Crawford had53lb. The brilliant sunshine 
this week has not been favourable for angling—Youna@ PITLOcHRY. 

Loch MAREE HoTEL.—Excellent sport has been obtained by gentlemen out from 
this hotel during the past week, the following being among the takes :—July 25, 
Mr. Acklam, five sea trout, weighing 9}lb,; Mr. Heckham, five trout, 541b. 26, Mr. 
Heckham, five trout, 3lb.; Mr. Acklom, seventeen sea trout, weighing 20lb. ; Mr. 
Bealey, five trout, 2lb,; Col. Stewart, seven trout, 41b. 27, Messrs, Acklom and 
Heckham, seven sea trout, 8ilb. 28, Mr. Heckham, nine trout, 64lb.; Dr. Laller- 
thwaitz, four trout, 3lb,; Messrs, Willis and Howard, fifteen sea-trout, 151b. ; Messrs. 
Maxwell and Morrison, seven sea trout, 7lb,; Messrs. Acklom and Higham, seven 
sea trout, 82lb. 29, Dr. Lallerthwaitz, seven trout, weighing 41lb,—T. S. 
McALLISTER. 

Locu Suin, LArra (SUTHERLAND).—The weather continues dry and windy, and 
on several days angling was impracticable, except in the more sheltered bays. The 
following are a few of the takes on Loch Shin, &c.: On the 25th June, on Loch 
Beannoch, Major Harlow, three trout, 21b. ; on Loch Shin, Mr, Arowsmith, seventeen 
trout, 63lb, On 26th, on Loch Crakail, Major Thurlow, fourteen, 7lb. ; on 28th, five, 
3lb.,- On 26th, on Loch Beannoch, Mr. Parker, seven trout, 43lb, On 29th, on Loch 
Doula, Mr, Wilson, thirty, 15lb.; on 30th, on Doula and Craggie, thirty, 221b. ; 
on August Ist, on Loch Craggie, sixteen, 14lb.; on 2nd, :seventeen, 15lb.; on 3rd, 
twenty-eight, 14lb. On 2nd, on Loch Shin, Mr, Robertson, Dundee, seventeen, 51h. ; 
on 3rd, twenty-one, 8lb.—D. CAMPBELL, 

MELVICH, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—Angling on the lochs in this district was stopped 
by lack of rain and high winds, which made the water quite dark and muddy, Sea- 
fishing, however, has been very successful, and continues so, large baskets of saithe 
being landed daily. There is now a prospect of more settled weather, and with it 
the lochs may be expected to afford the usual good sport. 

PAss OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel)—-The high winds and heavy 
showers of last week made successful angling almost an impossibility. The floods, 
however, have enabled sea-trout to come up stream, and several very fine dishes, 
averaging 2lb., were brought in. The lochs are now full, and in splendid condition. 
The parties out were: Messrs. J. H. Penman, Marple, Cheshire; Cooper Brown, 
Norwich ; Waugh, London and Edinburgh ; Muir, Birkenhead ; Steele Malcolm and 
Nicol Cameron, Glasgow; Campbell Clay and T. K. Stolterfoht, Liverpool; E. 
Craig, Belfast; and Rey. I’. Dyson, London. ‘Total catch of trout for week, 857.— 
JOHN McFapyem, August 1, 

Spuy.—For many weeks back the angling on the Spey has been prosecuted with 
the most indifferent sport that has characterised the Spey angling for years back. 
This was mainly attributable to the long-continued drought along its course. There 
was no scarcity of trout, as they were to be seen at all times rising very freely. In 
the lower district showers of rain had fallen from time to time, but not until last 
week did the river rise to a profitable height. Immediately the sport was begun, 
and some excellent catches have been reported. The trouting prospects have now 
greatly improved, and fly-fishers will find the river in splendid trim, A goodly 
number of salmon and grilse were killed, and continue to be so.—J. G. 

YTHAN TIDAL, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms Hotel).—In conse- 
quence of the very sultry state of the weather during the greater portion of the past 
week ending 30th July, the sport obtained was, the more so that fish were known to 
be plentiful, very disappointing. The gentlemen fishing from the ho el last week 
were Dr, Williamson, Deputy Surgeon-General, London; Mr. Calto, Aberdeen ; W. 
Morton, Esq., Aberdeen ; and G. Hodkinson, Esq., Wolverhampton, To-day, Aug. 1st, 
capital sport is being got, the only basket reported at time of writing being Colonel 
Hunter Tilling and Mr. Bristow, London, two hours, 25 trout, 12 lb., heaviest 141b., 
Devonshire bait. Gentlemen intending to ply the luring bait in above water had 
better communicate, to prevent disappointment in hotel accommodation, with pro- 
prietor beforehand,—JOHN RITCHIE, 





IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LovuagH MeEtviy.—Rain fell at intervals all through the past 
week, with a strong north-west wind, and the river was discoloured most of the 
time. There were but three anglers on the river for the past week, consequently the 
returns are small, Particulars: Mr. H. P. Bates, on Tuesday, one salmon, 16lb., and 
two grilse, 71b. and 5lb. ; on Friday, one salmon, 101b., and two grilse, 741b. and 61b. ; 
on Saturday, one salmon, 12lb. Mr, H. Simmonds, on Monday, two grilse, 7lb. and 
43lb,; on Thursday, two grilse, 51b. and 4lb.; on Friday, one salmon, 16lb., and a 
grilse, 7ib. ; on Saturday, two salmon, 13lb. and 101b., and a grilse of 7lb. Mr. R. 
Crawford, on Friday, two grilse, 8}1b. and 73lb.; on Saturday, one grilse,74lb. Mr. 
H. B. Hodson, on Monday, one salmon, 101b., and a grilse of 7lb. Trout-fishing on 
Melvin last week was rather poor ; but I hearof it improving this week,—M. ROGAN, 
jun., Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal, Aug. 3. 

SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—There has been no change in the 
angling here for the past few weeks, Salmon are conspicuous by their absence, a 
few peal are caught now and again, and the only sport left us is trout-fishing, 
Fortunately, there is no lack of that—the river never held so many, or such big 
ones ; it fairly boils every evening about sunset with rising trout, and many good 
baskets are taken during the rise, which lasts till about eleven o’clock, and some- 
times till morning. Some large ones are taken almost every evening. H. Wilson 
got one on Friday evening weighing 24lb. at the mouth of the Anner; T, Rankin 
got another, same size, at the “ Blue Stone,” a little lower down, on Monday,.and a 
good many from 11b, to 13lb, were taken; but the general average was) about $lh, 
The killing flies were Rails and a big gold worm for tail, RICHARD BRADFORD, 
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Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


Hi NEW ACME” LINE 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living Ve 
Authorities. 7 





SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST i 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
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“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 


fly-fishing (No.0). This was two-seasons ago, 
best lines I ever had.” 


I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, 


They are in short, the 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“ T have used the ImproveD ‘ Acmn®’ Line last season and this. 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,.”—May, 1885. 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 
* The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondcley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘Whiplash” Taper are now Sotely Manufactured by us, 


YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 


With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d, and 1s, 6d. per score yarda, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 





IMPORTANT NEW 





ISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 


important points, 


The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 


&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 


weight. 


This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 


For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing), For Dropper Flies, 


however, it is good lure. 





September, 1886. 


Position of Hooks as 
seen from Wing 
Points. 


Outline when viewed 
from beneath, when on 
water, 


Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES, 


“ J find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook,”—From the FISHING GAZETTE 


Price 2d. per yard. 





“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H, ALDAm, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making,” 


Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s, per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes 4s, 
? 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND, 


The T e§ lied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and _over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 8 st 3 
fein Hons ef ; , Wholesale Lists (to the Irade only), 2 stamps. ¥ hi 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


ANGLERS, OBSERVE!! 


‘Ye Pluckie Perch ’’ 


Is the beat place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle 

BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, ls. 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
from 2s, Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. eache BOTTOM and 
SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 
6s.6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d, Best Greenheart, brazed and 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REHELs, Nottingham, from 1s ; with adjustable check, 
5s.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINKS, 8 yards, 3d. each; best,44d. HOOKS, 
best, on gut, from 5d.dozen, FLIES, best Trout. 1s. per dozen ; to pattern, ls. 3d. dozen. 

SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug, 2 and Oct. 18, 1884. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREE. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST '['ff A the World Produces 
oh ATS Ae PO TINE! 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 


Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—5O, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDSE, 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 

63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C. ; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.;'7 WESTBOURNE 

GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.9o., LONDON. 


E.G, 
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230, 
FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS. 
SALMON AND TROUT FLY DRESSERS. EXTRA CHOICE SALMON GUT, 
Very Superior Long Natural Fly Gut, Leonard’s Split-Cane Rods, Francis and 
Ronald’s Printed Fly Books, Floating Flies, Divided Wing, the New Double- 
Tapered Solid Plaited Fly Lines. Split-Cane Rods at 70s., very choice. 

CATALOGUES FREE. 


FOR THE HIGHLANDS! ! 


Loch Flies, large selection, including Mr. Murdoch’s Specialities for Sutherland, 2s. to 3s. 
a dozen ; Loch Cast Lines, fine, medium, and stout (have many a time killed salmon), 93.8 
dozen ; Trout Rods, 12ft., from 103. 6d.; 14ft. from 14s.; 16ft. Doe Grilse pattern (a light. 
powerful, Greenheart Rod, for long casting), from 2ls.; 24in. Brass Check Reel, to hold 60 
yards Grilse waterproof silk line from 4s. 6d. ; best prepared Waterproof Silk Line for trout 
(strong enough for salmon), from 2s. 6d. per 20 yards ; Brown’s Phantoms, trout sizes, 2s. 6d. 
Single Gut Spinning Traces, 1s.and 1s 6d, Treble Gut Traces, ls 64. 


THE SEA!! 


Sixty yards Sea Line, 1s. 6d.; 80 yards, 2s.; 100 yards, 2s. 6d. Oast of Twelve Sea Flies on 
strong single gut (3 to4 yards long), 2s.; dressed with tinsel, 3s. The same on double 
twisted gut, 3s.; tinselled, 4s. 100 Sea Bait Hooks on Twisted Hair, 2s. New Lamprey 
Eel, five inches long, 2s. 6d. Leviathan Spinning Trace, ls. 6d. Treble Gut Spinning 
Traces, 1s.6d, Brown’s Phantoms, 2s. 6d. and 3s. 6d. (See Letter below.) 


FOR 


? BROWN’S PHANTOM IN THE SEA. 

“ To the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTH.—Sir,—It may interest some of your readers to know I had 
great sport among the Bass at Ilfracombe last week with Brown’s Leaded Phantom, when they would 
look at no other bait. I was out with Barbary on two mornings, and took some heavy fish on each 
occasion. In fact, the minnow was no sooner in the water than it was taken. I found the same result 
last autumn at Gairloch (Ross-shire) with the Lythe, when I took 40 to 50 fisha day, many of them 
heavy fish of 8lb, and 91b.—I am, &c., 8S. HOBBS, Junr., 18th Sept., 1886.” 


Robertson's New “Leviathan” Spinning Trage, 


Made of a fine wire not much thicker than a single horsehair, and strong enough to pull out 
LEVIATHAN! Two or three yards long, ls. 6d. 
FOR SEA FISHING, PIKE FISHING, AND SALMON FISHING. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCOIS, in “By Lake and River,” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CASTING. 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces, In ordering, please to specify the, 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner, Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 





— : SS 
NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX. 


Registered No., 44,533. 





Improved oes soe 
a 
1887 GRATIS. wand Net. 


FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 
D NET. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 





FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light,and has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigue 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which Iam now fishing with it. The Keeper said to-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish to doso. Fishing with it isa 





positive luxury.”—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN’S ““MULTOM in PARYO” FLY RODS, 


PRICS 


ONE GUINEA. 


“An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post, 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 


in Parvo” Rod :—“ You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. 


If you can make any use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 


glad that you should do so. Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 





MANCHESTER 





Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
eluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
Jand, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable, 


Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work.” 









































NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 








Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—* Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them, TI can 
never get so long or fine a cast from @ plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—* I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :— Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Hsq., of the Field, writes :—* The 
Manchester Lines haye three special merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 
ines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES OF GOOD 


QUALITY. 


Killing Baits for all kind of Fish, price 1s. per pint. Well-cured Wasp Grubs, price 8s, per pound, on 
Teceipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob-street, Bradford, Yorkshire, 


A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 


JOHN 


MIXTURE. 


q1o., Post free, 1s, 7d, 


MAYO & SON, 


CIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN|MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 





40 A Putney. 
45 ; Hammersmith, 
50 ie Barnes, 

Add 4 55 Kew, 
75 * Richmond, 
80 Fe Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF H1GH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, August 6 Ree Bae 3.24 Ee ace 3.42 
Sunday, . 7 aoe Aidt 4.0 no eee 4,17 
Monday, a 8 tes sti} 4,35 ane vee 4.51 
Tuesday, % 9 os sake 5.6 noc “Ae 5.22 
Wednesday, r 10 Ao “Be, 5.40 Bcr 340 5.57 
Thursday, a 11 aoe Sc 6.16 AAe. Hoe 6.37 
Friday, fp 12 Rte ae 6.58 “ 7.21 


QS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTH, 12 and 18, Fetter-lane, London 








TO OUR RIVER REPORTERS. 


IF reports do not appear, it is because they do not reach us by 
9 o’clock on Friday morning, and consequently are too late. Please 
put date of despatch of report on it for publication. 


Se TT) 
THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

Those anglers who are accustomed each morning to take up the daily paper to see 
the ‘‘ Weather observations ” and “ Prospects for the day ” must be very disappointed 
to find the stereotyped phrase of “ Continued fair weather is indicated” still in use. 
Sometimes there have been indications of ‘local showers” and “thunder” ; but if 
they have ever come off at all they have been so trifling and of such little practical 
value, the river has obtained no benefit. Everywhere throughout the entire district 
of the lower portion of the Thames there is the one cry, ‘We want rain,” and “the 
water is both low and clear.” Now that the principal angling clubs have had their 
accustomed summer dinners—for there has been nothing but a series of banquets 
during the last six weeks—the members are desirous of doing some good business 
amongst the fish, It is reported that in the newly-preserved portion of the 
river at Isleworth there are plenty of barbel and chub, and as the report is a 
reliable one, it is good proof netting has not been practised there—anglers will take 
the hint. 





ANGLING RESULTS. 

RICHMOND.—Job Brain, during the week, 40lb, of roach and dace and twelve 
barbel. OC. Brown, in four days, eighteen dozen and thirteen barbel. F. Brown, in 
three days, 14lb. and seven barbel. H. Howard, in four days, twenty dozen and nine 
barbel ; and H. Mansell, in seven days, 501b. and nine barbel. 

TWICKENHAM.—S, Cole, in five days, 601b. of roach and dace and five barbel. J. 
Dobbin, in two days with Mr. Howe, 501b. of fine roach and dace and two bream ; 
in four other days, twenty-nine dozen. Pert Hammerton, in six days, 45lb, and 
eight barbel. Richard Moffatt, in five days, forty dozen and a couple of bream. H. 
Spiers, in four days, twenty-four dozen and six barbel, largest 71b. John Spong, in 
four days, twenty dozen, two barbel, and three jack. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in four days, eighteen dozen of dace, The angling 
is now best in the punts, and bank-fishers are not doing much. 

Kin@ston.—J. Wilkes, one day with Mr. H. Dickinson, vice-chairman of the 
Richmond Piscatorial Society, six barbel, the largest weighing 53lb., and a few 
dace, some of them measuring 10in. in length; another day, three barbel, a chub of 
231b., and some dace ; and another day, four barbel, and a splendid parcel of five 
dace. EH. Smith has been out several days, and his takes each day have been 
about seven dozen of roach and dace, and a few sizeable barbel. The bank anglers 
from Teddington Lock to Kingston have been getting some roach and dace. 

SURBITON.—The bank anglers have done well in roach and dace-fishing, and it is 
estimated they have taken during the week thirteen barbel, the largest 641b., a few 
chub, and two dozen of gudgeon. 

THAMES Dirton.—Mr. Maurice Read, the famous Surrey cricketer, after his 
return from Derby last Saturday evening, fished from the barge walk opposite the 
Swan Hotel, and caught with cheese bait, nine nice chub, the largest weighing 
3z1b. ; and his friend, Mr. ©. Lawless, got amongst the barbel, and secured one 
ot 83lb., which he had sent for preservation. Other anglers have been getting 
barbel, chub, and gudgeon. 

HAMPTON CourtT.— William Milbourne has had three days, andin that time taken 
nineteen dozen of roach and dace. ‘Thomas Milbourne, nine dozen of roach and 
dace, and eight dozen of gudgeon. Thomas Wheeler has made an aggregate of 
eighteen dozen of roach and dace ; and John Smith places his daily takes at seven 
dozen of roach and dace, and an occasional barbel. 

SunpuRY.—Edward Clarke during the week has registered eighteen dozen of 
roach and dace, ten barbel, and one chub, The Misses Morgan fishing with Herbert, 
in two days, have caught eighteen dozen of gudgeon. Mr, Morgan in two evenings 
with the same fisherman, fourteen dozen of roach and dace and eight barbel ; J. 
Look, during the week, fourteen dozen of roach and dace and three barbel. The 
boats of Messrs. T. and A. Stroud have not been out much this week ; but there is 
no doubt they will soon report some good business. Rain is much wanted. 

WALTON.—A, Laney, of the Swan Hotel, in four hours with Mr. Kendal, four 
dozen of roach and dace and three bream ; another day, in five hours, three dozen 
and four bream ; another day, with Mr. Merrick and Mr, Wheeldon, four dozen of 
roach and dace and six bream ; another day, in five hours, with Mr, Lysons, six dozen 
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of roach and dace and three bream; and another day, in three hours, with Mr. 
Tuggey,.seven bream and six dozen of roach and dace; John Hove, in three days, 
sixteen bream and twenty-one dozen of roach. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, in one day, three jack and two dozen of roach; and H. 
Purdue, in the same time, six dozen of gudgeon and one dozen of dace, George 
Rosewell has had another day with Mr. George Palmer, who got seventeen barbel, 
éight bream, and a trout of 41b. ; and another day with Mr. Arthur Halford, who 
caught ten dozen of roach and dace, and put them all back again. 

WhyBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, one day, six dozen of roach and two jack ; another 
day, ten dozen of roach ; and another day, seven dozen of roach and four barbel, 

DockErT Pornt.—James Haslett,one day, two barbel and a quantity of dace ; and 
another day, eight dozen of gudgeon, one chub, one perch, and one dozen of roach 
and dace. 

CHERTSEY.—L. Hackett, of the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, one day, seven dozen of 
roach and dace ; and another day, five bream and one barbel. J. Poulter, one day, 
with Mr. Wastell, 16lb. of roach and one bream ; another day, 181b. of roach ; another 
day, 91b. of roach and two parbel ; another half-day, with Mr. May, eight dozen of 
gudgeon and one perch, and the remaining half-day with Col, Poole, four dozen of 
gudgeon ; in two other days, with Mr. GC. Bedford, 15lb, of roach and dace and four 
jack, the latter being put back again. 

LALEHAM.—Alfred. Harris, in three days, five dozen of roach and dace, eight 
dozen gudgeon, and two perch ; another day, three dozen of roach and dace, five 
barbel, and eleven dozen of gudgeon ; and another day, seven barbel. George Harris, 
in one day, seven barbel, three chub, and one perch; and another day, fourteen 
barbel, two perch, and four chub, 


UPPER THAMES. 


In the continued absence of rain, the Thames keeps as bright as gin, and the 
weeds are more rampant than I can ever remember in a thirty years’ experience. 
Well known swims are grown up and unfishable, and even the bottom of the river, 
where weeds cannot be discerned, is covered with a green slimy moss, objectionable 
in most kinds of angling, and more especially so in ledgering, which just nowis the 
pest of all methods. I would advise anglers in baiting an untried swim to first of 
all give it a good raking. Very little fishing has been attempted during the past 
week, in consequence of the extreme heat, and when attempted little done in conse- 
quence of the non-peckishness of the fish and the disturbance caused by the pleasure 
traffic and the Bank Holidayites. The only fish that have declined to be 
scared or off colour has been the gudgeon, for these little beggars are 
biting like mad, and may be had by the twenty to thirty dozen per day 
by the veriest tyro in the art. Medmenham.—Mr. Sturges, four barbel and some 
excellent chub ; Bob Young, with patrons from the Ferry Hotel, a grand take of 
roach and perch on one occasion, and gudgeon galore on others. Aston.—A gentle- 
man, on Sunday, two jack and a pretty sample of perch. Messrs. Parry, May, and 
Kirk, fourteen dozen gudgeon,a few roach and perch, and one barbel, 5lb. Arlett, 
with two gentlemen from Henley, 141b. of barbel, chub, and perch. Wargrave.— 
Mr, Phillips, quite a show of barbel and chub from a swim close to the village. 
Thursday Night,—I interviewed Father Thames this morning, and found him very 
bright and clear in the head, and smoking any,amount of weeds—intimidads, I fancy, 
to the eye of —Mar.Low Buzz. 


Thames (Goring). 


Have been out four days since last report, two best days twenty dozen of gudgeon, 
and some very good perch and four jack, Water low and clear.—JOHN RUSH, 


Thames (Reading). 

Angling for very many weeks (I was about to write months, and should not have 
erred had I have done so) has been carried on under a tropical heat and considerable 
difficulties. I have actually seen fish (gudgeon) cooked whilst lying at the bottom 
of the punt; but, thank goodness, the after part of the day and evenings are much 
cooler, and rain seems as if it would pay us a passing visit, which we should hail 
with great pleasure ; consequently, fish seem to be returning to their appetites, and 
some excellent chub, perch, roach, and quantities of gudgeon are being taken during 
the evening portion of the day. Possibly I may have to report some good catches 
next week. Twenty-three trout are all that I can account for this season ; but their 
weight made up for the small number. The May Fly was very late and scarce ; but 
as for butterflies, they are a caution, literally alive with them at the present 
moment,—F RANK GOSDEN, 





Thames (Windsor). 

“The oldest inhabitant” must be looked up if we are to know whether the 
Thames was ever in such a weedy stagnated state prior to 1887. As proof of the 
density of ‘weeds, a miller in this neighbourhood has always managed to cut and 
have weeds dragged out in a day ; but this season it has taken two, the moss of weed 
now forming a huge stack on the bank. Notwithstanding such a state of affairs, 
anglers have been making good baskets of roach, chub, and barbel, the most note- 
worthy catch being sixty chub to one rod in two days, all sizeable fish, and the finest 
barbel of the season have also succumbed during the past week, the best fish falling 
to the rod of a young gentleman under nine years of age, named Master 
Philip Mercer, who, fishing one evening from a house-boat in the neighbourhood 
of Surly Hall, gradually gained experience of how to kill an 8lb. 2o0z, barbel 
by taking three previously of the following weights and in the order given— 
viz., 23lb., 341b., and 53lb., a performance which few if any anglers at such an 
age can boastof, The largest fish is being preserved. Another fine specimen I saw was 
one of 6lb. 140z., in excellent condition, taken also from off a house-boat (by her 
owner Mr. Bushell) which is moored a short distance above Windsor Bridge. On 
Bank Holiday many anglers were out; but fishing in the navigable part of the 
river was almost impossible, owing to the boating. Mr. J. White, of Eton, managed 
to get three barbel, 2lb. 1oz., 2lb., and 1b. 7oz ; another angler a brace of jack, 7b. ; 
and others small baskets of roach and chub, Gudgeon are still affording the ladies 
excellent sport; but rain would greatly improve this pretty and amusing branch of 
the art, though 60 dozen to three rods in a day must be reckoned amongst the things 
of the past.—B, R, BAmBRIDGE, Aug. 4th. 





Aberffraw (Lake Coron). 


Water thick after the late rain and high winds, butin capital condition for bottom 
fishing. Weather to-day seems settled, with every prospect of good sport with a 
fly. August is considered one of the best months on this lake, A gentleman had 
eight good trout bottom fishing ; Mr, Heywood, one, weighing 3lb. loz., caught with 
a Coch-y-Bonddu; Mr, W. Hughes, several with a Cinnamon, but none very large. 
Sea-fishing has been very good; Mr. Langtry and Mr, R. D. Williams had fine sport 
with the bream last week. Last night Dr. Henceman and the writer had a good 
basket of wrass and one pollack by rock fishing.—W. H., August 4, 


Derwent (Ambergate). 


There has been no change in weather or water during the week, and little angling 
has been done. The best take has only reached two anda half brace on the What- 
standwell water, taken by a local hand. with the Orange Dun and Red Ant after 
sunset, when grayling continue to rise freely to the natural flies that float down the 
stream, but are difficult to catch with an artificial. Mr. J. Varney hada nice basket 
of roach and a llb. trout taken with the maggot at Ambergate, There have been a 
few good tench and bream taken from the canal with the small red worm and 
maggots, but the takes have not been large, The water is getting too low for suc- 
cessful angling. Weather very hot during daytime and chilly at night; barometer 
high and firm,.—AMBER Dun. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 
Weather bright and clear, ditto water, what little there is of it. Some good sport 


has been had here and there after the few hours’ rain of a week or so ago, This put- 
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a foot on to the water level of the Dove, estimated as it flows near this spot. The 
stream sank to its usual summer level almost as quickly as it rose, *“Mr, Hutton, a 
member of the Birdsgrove Club, took 74 brace of grayling on Saturday last, weigh- 
ing 8lb., the largest fish being l4oz, The river was then about as low as it is now, 
and that is saying much, for it is about as low as we can remember it having been 
before. Some of the brooks suffer much more than the river on the score alluded 
to, and the operation of sundry flour-mills interferes with the flow of what little is 
left. Still, even here sport is pretty fair. A mere lad, of about a round dozen sum- 
mers, took a decent dish of 2} brace of trout with the Derby killer from the upper 
reach of Bentley Brook after 6.30 on Monday evening last. This we mention as an 
instance of what is being done in the face of a decidedly bad condition of things for 
sport,—FostER Bros., Ashbourne. 
Eden (Carlisle). . 

Anglers have the credit of being systematic grumblers. At present the cry 1s 
“too much sun and too much moon.” ‘To this may well be added “too much dirt 
inthe water.” Trout-fishing has been given up, and the angler’s efforts are con- 
fined to the whitings, which are now plentiful. Fishing at night is the only sport 
practicable ; but the takes are small, owing to the full moon with a cloudless sky, 
and there is so much green slime floating on the water that the flies are never clean 
for many minutes. There is no remedy for this trouble but a good thumping 
spate, which seems as far off as ever. Mr. Berrington, inspector of fisheries, visited 
Carlisle last week, on a short tour of inspection, and was piloted by Mr. J. B, Slater. 
Ata special meeting of the Eden Conservancy Board, held to-day, the superin- 
tendence of the watching of the district was transferred from the chief constable 
of the county to a committee of five members of the Board. It is expected that a 
large saving of expense, without any diminished efficiency, will be the result.— 


SILVER-GREY. 
Esk (Whitby). 


We have had some copious rains recently, and these have had the effect of greatly 
improving the condition of the river and its tributaries. Large numbers,of salmon 
and salmon-trout have been enabled to get over the dam _at Ruswarp, and the dam. 
itself is reported to be well stocked with excellent fish. Further up the river, how- 
ever, not many salmon have been seen, and I have not heard of any being caught. 
There has been some fairly good trout-fishing in some of the smaller streams with 
the worm ; but fly-fishing is yet ata discount.—J, J. J. \. 8 


Ilfracombe. eee : 

Sea-fishing during the past week has been very good ; boating parties, fishing 
either to the eastward or westward, have returned with fine catches of whiting, 
pout, codling, and bream, Amateurs have had good sport from the pier and jetties. 
Thursday evening.—Mr. German, fishing with rod and line, hooked about 10lb. of 
codling and pout; another gentleman hooked about 13lb. Friday.—Mr. Williams 
hada nice catch of pout and codling. Several other gentlemen have had good 
catches whose names I have not been able to ascertain. Weather fine, and prospects 
good, Wind N.E,—H, Comrr. 

Lake District. 


Thursday night. There is now a nice run of water in the rivers and streams, and 
angling is fairly general. Although there is more water than before, the weirs are 
still dry. Food is exceedingly abundant, especially the large-winged evening flies, 
A great number of sea fish are lying at the estuaries of the rivers, and a few have 
already begun to run. At the Waiste, on the Kent, Messrs. Bleaze, McGowan, and 
Bannerman have already had salmon, and the nets at Low Levens are being fairly 
successful, There has been good fishing in Hawes water, and in Killington burn 
Mr. R. Park had ten good fish, The upper reaches of the Kent, the Mint, and the 


a 


| Sprint are still so low that nothing is doing except in the logged waters of the 


dams. Coarse-fishing is annuaily growing more popular in the district, and there 
have been good takes of rudd, roach, perch, and pike in the vicinity. Owing to the 
prolonged drought the char of Windermere have again gone down to the deep water, 
and the fishermen are doing but little. Visitors are busy among the coarse fish, and 
are fairly successful HPHEMER A. 

Leicester, 

If any proof were needed of the increasing popularity of angling at and around 
the capital of the county famed for its fox-hunting, it would have been forthcoming 
on Bank Holiday and since that day. The numbers who availed themselyes of a 
day with the roc and line have been surprisingly large this week. To describe the 
scenes at each of our fishing resorts would occupy too much of your space, so that it 


must suffice if I mention that about 300 were paying attention to the finny tribe at 


the preserves of the Leicester Angling Society between Leicester and Aylestone, and . 


in the sheltered and picturesque spots along the Aylestone Brook were to be found 
many small picnic parties with the anglers, who were enjoying the fine weather 
with their relatives and friends, and with it combining a day’s fishing. On inquiry 
at the railway stations the number of passengers booked as anglers was between 300 
and 400, Had the takes been anything like in proportion to the number of anglers 
out, the weirs and streams must have been considerably thinned of their stock of 
fish. However, taking the average, it was fairly well up to what is usually expected 
when there is a rush such as there has been this week. Among the more fortunate 
anglers whose takes came under my notice were those of Messrs. Jarvis, Pinnock, 
Pratt, Hubberd, and Oyles, who each showed large bags of roach, The best speci- 
men of chub was one weighing 231b., whilst the best roach scaled 11b. 60z., plenty 
of others being over 1lb. Mr. Mockton showed an eel from the home waters of 3lb., 
and Mr, Hart one of 12lb, Those anglers who were fishing the district waters did 
not on the whole fare so well as their brethren of the craft at home, The effects of 
the continued dry weather are being felt severely. The weirs are very low, and there 
is no stream except in the neighbourhood of mills, and when these are found going 
fish bite eagerly. The weather late on Thursday night continued sultry, although 
much pleasanter than during the early part of the da y.— ALERT, 


Mole. 

The Esher and Claremont fishery during the past week has been productive of 
splendid sport, especially among the bream, and has naturally been well supported 
by the London anglers. The following are particulars of fish taken since my last 
report :—Tuesday : W. Blake, 18lb. bream, and on Friday this gentleman took 35lb., 
two fish going exactly 531b. each. 30th and 31st ult.: Mr. Bick (Priory Club, Kil- 
burn), 12 bream, largest 4lb. ; Mr. Turner (Priory), 9 bream, and one perch about 
1lb. ; Mr. Phillips (Priory), 6 bream ; and Mr, Chas, Wardle (Priory), 5 bream. These 
32 fish, taken by four members of the Priory club, must have weighed fully 70lb. 
Mr. Jones (Marylebone), 5 bream, largest 331b. ; Mr. Townbee (Greenwich), bream, 
largest 331b.; Mr. Everley (Waggoners), 3 bream and 6 roach ; Mr. Hughes (Jubilee), 
1 carp, about 21b., and some perch, &c, ; Mr. W. B. Waring, 2 bream, 4lb.; a member 
of the South Belgravia, 2 bream, about 71b., anda lot of smaller fish ; Mr. Rutherwood 
(Excelsior), 2 bream ; a member of the Rodney, 2 bream ; Mr. Davis (City of London), 
bream and roach ; W. Robbins (Brunswick), 2 bream, 331b. ; andJ. Deplidge (Bruns- 
wick), 3 bream, largest a fine fellow of 41b. loz. Other sport was had, the bream 
feeding well the whole of the day and night. It may be mentioned that Mr. Aitche- 
son (Blackfriars, late Anglers’ Pride), whilst fishing within the limits of this sub- 
scription water from a punt, hooked one of the monster carp, which he declared 
must have been 18 or 20lb, He said he had had hold of some growsers at Wimbledon 
Lake ; but had never felt one so heavy as this, It is needless to say he found it im- 
possible to turn the fish, and he now laments his loss of fish and tackle, especially 
the former. N.B.—Fish taken from this water are eligible to be weighed-in for 
public prize competitions, the water being free to all anglers, without distinction 
upon payment of one shilling per day.—LOBWoRM. 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Bank holiday being fine, a great many anglers were out, but nothing important 
was done ; only a few roach were taken during the day. It is surprising a great 
many, for the water was in good condition, but fish were off the feed. I was near 
the river to-day (Thursday), and saw a great quantity of bream near the surface, 
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showing that a large number of these fish are in the river ; but sport has been very 
quiet during the week, Prospects very fair.—H. Rouv. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

My hopes of better sport since the flush in the river have partially been fulfilled ; 
but the bright, hot days have returned, and the Severn is now in the same low and 
almost stagnant state as it was a week or twoago. On Bank Holiday the glorious 
weather enticed a large number of anglers to the water-side, but I fear the greater 
number met with but indifferent success. Mr. Rowlands heads the small list of 
captures with a nice trout, weighing a little over 2lb., which he landed with little 
difficulty near the house boat with the Coachman Fly, Mr. F. Harrison, on a boat- 
ing excursion from Montford’s Bridge to Shrewsbury, took twenty dace and a few 
small trout, and the same gentleman, who a week or two back landed the heavy 
trout in “ Blockley’s Hole,” took a 3lb, trout on the Welsh Bridge Ford. On Thurs- 
day last, as I was passing over the Welsh Bridge I observed a small crowd watching 
the movements of four very heavy trout who were basking on the surface on the 
verge of the deep water by the centre buttress. When we get a flush in the water, 
I hope to hear of one or two of these being landed with the spinning minnow ; but 
until the rain comes I fear they will not be captured. Captain Hughes, on Tuesday 
last, obtained three nice pike, one weighing 5lb.,and some heavy chub and roach 
with the bush net, near Atcham. The brook is in a very low and slimy state, scarcely 
running at all, and the fish are in very poor condition.—PIscA TOR, 


Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 
These streams are very low and fine; the trout season has not been satisfactory, 


looking at the fish weighed-in at the clubs. The grayling season bids fair for plenty 
of spurt ; they are now upon the fords. It is not often in July that three or four 
brace of }1b. grayling are taken with the fly. A. V. Holland, son of the mayor, who 
as a young fly-fisher bids fair to be an expert, landed 3} brace on the 22nd ult., upon 
one ford; myself landing a brace, and a brace of trout. Ihave taken large chub in 
great numbers, from 11b, to 3lb, Mr. White, when fishing with Vampry, caught one 
4lb. 9oz., and often 10 or 12 fish that should weigh as many pounds. The flies I 
recommend for grayling are the Pale Blue, the Willow, and Hare’s Har, not for- 
getting the Red Ant.—J. A, GRIFFIN, St. Nicholas-street. 


Sussex Waters. ‘ 

T have but a poor week’s sport to chronicle; Jupiter Pluvius being very reticent 
in his favours, the streams and rivers are consequently suffering. From Selham, I 
hear of quantities of good fish being seen; but in the bright state of the water 
anglers are seen also, and the result means an empty basket. Early morning and 
eventide are the only times a show of fish can be made. Chichester Canal, as is 
usual, is in good trim, and Ido not know of any water in the south in the present 
state of the weather more productive of sport. Bream and small roach are feeding 
well, but the bright midday yields but little. Bass, in the harbour and on the coast, 
are numerous, and in the early morning tides are worth trying for ; but ye anglers, 
look well to your tackle ; the big ones too often leave ye lamentiag, Weather, fine ; 
wind, southerly —GrorGe F, SALTER, 


Trent (Lincolnshire). 

The half-spring tides of this week have made matters unpleasant for us—at least, 
in our immediate neighbourhood. Eels only have been our takes this week, At 
Dunham three locals had a splendid day on Bank Holiday, doing big things amongst 
the breamand eels. Some monsters declined to be caught, breaking away in grand 
style from their would-be captors, The Ancholme, at Brigg, continues to yield 
in a most extraordinary manner. Some 3,000 rods were at work on Bank Holiday. 
I was invited on Wednesday by Sir H. Bacon to fish one of his ponds in which the 
fish were dying in thousands. It was a pitiful sight : thousands of splendid perch 
were lying dead on the surface of the water. The pond has not been fished for 
several seasons, and the fish have died from sheer starvation. I got some enormous 
eels, but only three perch—looking awfully hungry,—RopsTER, ~ 


Trent (Nottingham), 

The river on Thursday was lower and clearer than it had been during the whole 
of the summer, and barbel angiers are still meeting with good sport, especially in 
the Shardlow water, which contains any quantity of fish. On Tuesday, Messrs. A. 
West and G. Bates killed something like 601b. above Cavendish Bridge, and on the 
same day Mr. G, Tilley, of Fenton, and Mr. B. Burgoyne caught a very substantial 
bag. ‘Takes have also been made by Messrs, T. Burgoyne, A. Fewkeg, A. Hazard, 
W. H. Cooper, W. Hall, M. Jeek, and other subscribers. Some very good fish Cbarbel) 
have also been bagged in the Wilford length with greaves, which will succeed even 
better in the autumn. Roach are coming on at the maggot, and some very fine 
perch, dace, eels, and barbel were killed on Bank Holiday by Mr, J. Ball, of Notting- 
ham, on one of the lower reaches of the Dove. Here the salmon had been blown up 
by the dynamite fraternity, one of the keepers finding as many as four dead in a 
day.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 2 } 

Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). b OM Peizta 

There were a great number down here fishing this last week, and they had better 
sport on the whole than was anticipated. A good number of coarse fish have been 
taken, including perch, roach, dace, chub, and eels ; but very few trout and gray- 
ling. A perch of about $lb. was taken with a fly, the Red Spinner: but on the 
whole the bottom-fishers got the best baskets. The river has now run down again, 
and is too low for much fishing to be done, the long-looked-for rain having passed 
over without doing much good.—BoRDERER. 


Whitadder (Bllemford). 


At the end of last week there was a little rain, which caused a rise of three or 


four inches in the river on Sunday. On Monday morning the fresh water was all 
run out, and the river was again reduced to her former size. Bright and fine as the 
water is, some of the gentlemen who keep out of sight of the fish manage to get a 
few good ones with worm or fly. At present there are no signs of rain ; but every 
day brings us nearer to what is wanted—a good night’s rain—R, J. FENTON, Ellem 
Cottage, Dunse, Aug. 4, 


Witham. 

Sport during the past week or so has proved better than anticipations led anglers 
to believe likely, The rain showers, though they have neither raised nor coloured 
the water, have nevertheless caused fish to feed, and some fairly good sport has 
been had among the bream, which chiefly lie about Bardney. Some of the anglers 
of this district have found boiled new potatoes a taking bait. Roach have also been 
very freely caught in the Witham about the same point, the best about the old 
signal box and between that and Bardney locks. Some good roach have also been 
taken in the upper Witham and in the Foss dyke. Dace have given sport here and 
there on the upper waters both with the fly and bottom-fishing with paste. It is 
only here and there, however, that this can be done for weeds, for either the bait 
becomes entangled or the fish when hooked is lost. Trout-fishing has been quiet, 
but a report is to hand that the Barlings,a stream containing a lot of trout and 
affording good sport in season, has been netted. It would be well for the anglers 
of-this district to look into the matter and endeavour to stop the practice. Hels 
are still plentiful, and some goodly ones have been taken.—W. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). . ; 
Although the heavy showers that we had last week did not affect the rivers much, 


yet I think that on the whole the rain improved sport a little, Mr, Younghusband, 
of Leeds, got a nice dish on the Yore last Saturday with fly; and Mr, Cherici 
basketed a dozen trout through the agency of minnow and worm, The angling 
match at Skipton Bridge, on the Swale, which is an annual affair promoted by Mrs, 
Greenwood, of the Marquis of Granby Inn, Leeds, was very well patronised on Bank 
Holiday, but at the time of writing I have not heard the results, On that day I 
killed ten trout, two grayling, and one dace with small fly on the Yore at Tanfield ; 
the lot weighed 5}lb. ‘The Light-grey partridge, with yellow silk body, and the 
Tight Snipe Bloa were the favourites, I tried up-stream worm for a long time, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


. —of course, i largest—abstracted ! 


81 


but they would not look at it for some reason or other ; in fact, the fish have 
never taken this bait really well this season, and. several other good fishermen 
have mentioned the matter to me, but I cannot account for it.—FRANCIS M, 
WALBRAN, 

Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

The last week has been a little better for anglers on these rivers, and considering 
the low state of the water, fair sport has been had. The Wye has not yielded very 
good sport in the daytime, but I hear baskets of three and four brace of trout 
have been killed late in the evening. On the Chatsworth water there haye been some 
very good catches of trout—viz., three, four, and six brace per rod, On the Darley 
water some very good baskets of trout and grayling have been killed with the small 
Yellow and Apple Green Duns. Lower down the Derwent, the Matlock and 
Cromford water has afforded good sport. Mr. Hodson, on Monday, killed four and 
a half brace of grayling, and two and a half brace of nice trout below Cromford, 
Mr. Lowe also killed four brace the same day with the Green Midge and Sand Fly. 
The outlook for next week is not very good at time of writing, except in the 
evenings, when the grayling rise freely —DoTTEREL, 

Yare (Norwich). 

Reports from all the stations on this river are very good. Taking the places in 
order as they go lower, I might say that some good catches have been had on Thorpe 
Broad near Norwich, whilst at Surlingham several parties have had good iuck ; 
lower down at Brundall, both at Flowers Station, at host Brown’s, Coldham Hall, 
sport amongst the roach and bream have been excellent. At Buckenham Ferry 
(host Garrett’s) during the last fortnight nearly everyone seems to have had good 
fishing, and both bream and roach have been taken by the stone every day. (To 
those wishing for some first-class roaching I can confidently recommend this spot,' 
as in addition to the sport you are sure of excellent attention at the house.) Next 
Thursday the Norwich Angling Club hold their annual match here, and hope to beat 
the record of previous years. At Cantley (host Goldspinks) some very great things 
have been done amongst the bream. I am credibly informed that mine host and a 
visitor caught upwards of seven stone after dinner one day last week, and that during 
the past fortnight some bream up to 6lb. have been landed here. To visitors wish- 
ing for roach or bream-fishing, I would say try either Brundall, Buckenham, or 
Cantley, on the Yare ; or if they wish quantity combined with here and there good 
size, then try host Rose’s, Acle Bridge ; whilst those to whom a bite a minute isa 
source of enjoyment, may well direct their way’to Horning Ferry, Wroxham, or 
Coltishall, on the Bure, At each place they will find capital accommodation and 
good attention.—RoBert Moun. 


SS SS 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
——“ox« 

R. A. B.—It is not often that, as in your case, while playing a small trout a larger 
one seizes it and is caught ; but we have known it happen to several anglers, 
and once in our own experience, 

J, A. H.—The sample of line is reported by “Pater” to be of fairly good quality, but 
the dressing is soft and only superficial, and the breaking strain is much below 
that of the finest quality silk. ‘The line, however, is quite up to the average of 
what is often sold as “ superfine pure silk,” and you might go farther and fare 
worse, 

BAIT PRESERVATIVE.—By far the best we know for keeping baits bright and tough 
is that sold by Mr, King, 1, New-road, Commercial-road, E, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, BE. Prirr, 


[| We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents, | 





















ANGLING INCIDENTS. 


SIR,— ‘kable fishing incidents took place recently in the preserved 
waters © tle Ashby, the seat of the Marquis of Northampton. My 
friend, a man of the town of Northampton, had been fishing some 
time for thrown some distance across the river, he felt a resistance 
to his lint d it back, and soon came to the conclusion that a fish 
was there rn line. Calling to me for assistance, I discovered another 
line, attac} gled in his tackle, and on hauling the former out quickly, 
a fine eel o ook at the end. My friend had evidently thrown over 


a night line, ; g by which it was fastened to the bank, and landed 
what woul have been the fhacher's prey. 2 vue 

A week o't two afterwards the same fisherman, in the same spot, was pulling at 
some fine roach which culminyted in a bag of 18lb., twelve fish weighing each 
within one Ounce of a pound, move or less, As they were caught we placed them in 
a sail-cloth hag; and, a shower of rain coming on, the bag was placed for shelter 
under a tree by the river’s bank, e:ghteen or twenty yards away. What was our 
surprise to find, after half an hour's gntcrval, a great rent in the bag, and three fish 
One was discovered within half a foot of the 


‘water—almo}t\conclusively proving that’ the predatory one was a rat—and many 


scales of another were seen a yard or so away.—I am, &c., 
Northamptéx. i : 


eae 5 wees Gai! 
\ [The book is worth about 7s, 64. or 10s.—ED. ] 
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; “THE - LANDLORD ON THE LODDON, : 

S1r,—It is the plain duty of the landlord of an inn on any river, still more so 
on a semi-private stream, to be a “ conservator” or protector of his water, and, even 
in the latter kijd of fishery, to initiate rules regulating the size and number of 
good fish to bi\retained by any angler patronising his water and house. Self- 
interest clearly points to the importance of affording fair sport to all. Such land- 
lord ought to know, and the “ Landlord on the Loddon” ought to have known that 
the ‘ sport’s the ‘thing.” ; 

If six brace of the great catch had been retained, it ought to have satisfied any 
true anglers, and the rest of the tench should have been returned uninjured to the 
river. The notion is that the holocaust was taken away ; and, moreover, from the 
“Landlord on the Loddon’s” own report, he seemed to be rather proud of the result, 
If all the fish were really taken away—and the “ whole truth” ought to be told in 
the interest of every living angler who had ever spent pleasant days on this Hast 
Berks stream—the landlord in question, as the natural “ conservator” of his fishery, 
failed in his duty to South-Country anglers. 

Strange perversity of the human mind ! 
would be all the richer for such a robbery of fine fish? Besides, the fishers who 
fished out the great catch must know if they carted off all they had caught. And 
who were these fishers? Really, true anglers will be asking themselves, in the 
absence of a satisfactory explanation, whether the “ Landlord on the Loddon” is the 
“yioht man in the right place?” 

If a contradiction has been made, the writer, W. Fry, 5 (altered from 3), Surrey- 
lane, South Battersea, will act accordingly.—I am, &c., 


Did he really think that the Loddon 


Sport, NOT SLAUGHTER, 





FISHING AT CARLSBAD. , 
Srtr,—I should be much obliged if you could kindly tell me anything about the 
trout-fishing neay Carlshad ;jand what style of rod and flies are best for September ? 
—Tam, Xe, Corp STEEL, 
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THE HALF-HITCH JAM AND JAM KNOTS. 


S1r,—I notice a somewhat confusing mistake in the diagram published with my 
letter in your GAZETTE of the 9th inst. The gut A does not appear to go round the 
gut B, as it should do, caused by the dark shading being continued over the light, 





whereas the light shading should have been continued over the dark. Iam glad, 
however, that your correspondent, “J. H. W.,” was able to understand the method, 
notwithstanding the inaccuracy of the woodcut. In using the above knots I have 
noticed the following singular affinity between the two, acting in a reverse order— 
viz. : In tying the half-hitch jam a haif-hitch is made round the gut, and when 
passed over the eye the result is a thumb knot. In tying the jam knot by the 
method introduced by Mr. Campbell, a thwmd knot is made round the gut, and when 
passed over the eye the result is a half-hitch. 

In a letter which appeared in the “F. G.” dated 4th April, 1885, I pointed out 
how undesirable it was to give new names to these old knots, and I am still of the 
opinion that it would be better to keep to those names by which the knots are 
known in every part of the world. If I had had the nomenclature of these 
fastenings I should have called the half-hitch jam the “ Thumb knot fastening” ; 
and the jam knot I should have named the “Single-bend fastening.” The following 
instructions would then have been respectively sufficient for either fastening—viz., 
“Pass the gut through the eye and fasten witha thumb knot, or a single bend round 
the neck of the fly.” 

The above two fastenings are, in my opinion, the best to use with small eyed-hooks. 
I have tried others, but think them either too cumbersome or difficult for general 
use.—I am, Xc., PORTSMOUTH WALTONTAN. 

Portsea, July 16. 


S1r,—In reference to “ Portsmouth Waltonian’s” letter, where he says, ‘ Mr. 
Curtis did not take the trouble to explain the way to tie the knot outside,” I must 
inform him of the fact that I inclosed in my previous letter a sketch of the knot 
and directions generally ; but you, Mr. Editor, omitted to engrave the sketch, or 
publish that portion of my letter referring to it, no doubt thinking it unnecessary. 

T should like to add to “Portsmouth Waltonian’s”’ directions, so as to tie the 
knot without cutting to endafter. “Draw the loop down before passing over the 
eye, until it is only just large enough to pass, pass it over the eye, and hold it with 
the thumb-nail while you draw the same tight from point B, not A ; by this means 
you can leave your end 1-l6th, jth, or longer, if you choose, and not shorten the 
cast by cutting.” 

I am sorry to trouble you again on this matter ; but am bound to do so for my 
own sake, as I should not think of publicly contradicting anyone without producing 
my proof.—I am, &c., 

Mabel Villa, Hanwell, July 10. 


TROUT-FISHING NEAR HASTINGS. 

Srr,—Although there is no trout-fishing at Hastings itself, still it would be well 
worth one’s while to take train from Hastings to Etchingham (2s. 6d. third return), 
and walk from there to Hurst Green ; ask for Mrs. Snip’s (almost anyone knows). 
Arrived there, it is only a minute’s walk down hill to the stream (ziver they call it 
in the village) ; anyone will tell you which way to go. No permission is required ; 
you can follow the stream for miles, seeing nobody. Ask for the “Sheep Wash ”— 
about half a mile down stream ; itis full of trout. I had two on my Phantom the 
moment I began to spin (fact !). 

About half a mile from here is a pond called the “ Laun 
foran hour, and caught four golden carp—largest 11b. 
line, and a fine bit of gut for hook. Another pond 
roach. 

There is also good fishing (coarse) at Robertsbridge. 
the train with a net full of bream and roach. 

Trusting this information may come in useful,—I am 

July 30th. 


2 RANDOM NOTES—FISH EARLY—A 0) : 
Srr,_Whilst fishing in a gentleman's private wateron Bank Holiday, I hooked 
and, after a rare tussle, landed an eel. Full length. 55}in.; weight, 2lb. 1302. It 
had very large eyes, situated near to the corners of che mouth, a remarkably round 
but perfectly tapering body, and was sélver-bellied.- } 
There is nothing like fishing in these waters early, for though I succeeded in 
capturing four or five carp and bream, averaging about 1}lb., each, and a nice tench 
before the proprietor was wp, strange to say T a caught three more all day, and 





J. W. CURTIS. 














. DUNN. 








the place full of fish. It is peculiar. The eel was taken with a red farden worm 
on a Nottingham dace tackle.—I am, &e., ; ‘ey 
[A very fine e¢l.—ED. | 
LOCH SHIN. 4 


S1r,—In the GAzerte of 23rd ult., I read another letter from Mr. Tod. It is not 
easy to understand what he would be at. In his first letter, he seemied to doubt that 
about Fiag Island was the best part of the loch, and now he admits it, Loch Griam 
is now the cause of contention, and anyone can understand that fishing from a boat 
gives far greater advantage than wading. I would expect that Mr, lod avoided 
water from S8ft, to 10ft. deep when wading. As to the weight of Lgch Griam trout, 
I do not think I said they averaged 21b. in weight; but that they were about two to 
the pound, and up to 23lb. I have not got the GAZETTE in which said article 
appeared ; but that is the weight. 

There may be some rogues who delight in false weights, and weigh baskets and 
all ; but that is not the case here, as far as lam aware. As Mr. Tod admits not only 
16lb., but 201b., on Loch Shin, I need not again refer to that ; only I repeat that the 
fish caught are carefully weighed, and the net weight given._Iam, &c., 

D. CAMPBELL. 





BLACK GNAT FOR DACE. / 

S1r,—I inclose you a pattern of a Black Gnat or Midge which I have tied, and 
which I found wonderfully successful on the shallows near Hampton Wick this 
evening, immediately after a heavy thunderstorm. I had tried Red Palmer, Coch-y- 
Bondhu, Small Governor, and Richmond Fancy, with the result of securing hardly 
a rise ; but the first four casts I made with this dressing all rose dace. So did the 
sixth, seventh, and tenth, and almost every subsequent case. The dressing, you will 
observe, is as follows :— 

Wings : Two conical-pointed brown-edged feathers which lap over the tail of a 
cock starling, leaving the quill in, but stripping it of all plume except enough at 
the extreme point to form the wing. 
, Legs : Starling’s shoulder hackle, 
in front of the wings. 

Body : Quill from peacock’s sword feather, as black as possible. The pattern is 
very roughly tied, as I have not had a good light, and the wings do not sit as flat 


down on the hook as I could wish; but I think you can gain a fair idea of what I 


turned once behind, and twice or three times 


mean by it. 
the light. 

I do not know if Iam entitled to claim the dressing as a novelty ; but I hope it 
may prove useful to anglers. I do not see why corresponding feathers from other 
birds should not be put to similar service.—I am, &c., VAL CONSON. ~ 

40A, Connaught-street, W., July 16. 


P.S.—Apropos of the American Fly-Casting Tournament, do you observe that all 
the great single-handed throws were made with rods about 11ft. in length? The 
10ft, rod was, comparatively speaking, nowhere. Could you not publish the record 
casts in some of the tournaments on this side, to enable your readers to see how we 
aed - compared with our cousins across the gutter in the matter of distance 
casting 

[Fly-fishing for dace is very pretty sport, and if “Val Conson ” has discovered a 
fly they will take freely, he will deserve the thanks of a legion of fly-fishers. His: 
Black Gnat is a very attractive pattern, and his dressing is new as far as we know. 
If we can find time, we will give the tournament results he asks for.—ED. ] 


Observe the effect of the brown wing edges when the fly is held up to 





SUTHERLAND LOCHS AND RIVERS.—_THE CLARET AND MALLARD. 

Sr1r,—I have read all throughout, with very much interest, Mr. Murdoch’s series 
of articles in the FISHING GAZETTE on the rivers and lochs of Sutherland. As the 
writer of the article on the “Lochs and Rivers of Sutherland” in “ Anglers Even- 
ings” (Haywood and Son, 1880), issued by the Manchester Anglers Association, the 
subject is one which will always be of the greatest interest to me. The thanks of 
all anglers, I am sure, are due to Mr. Murdoch for the enlightenment he kas given 
to them, not only of the capabilities, but also of the vast extent of the Sutherland: _ 
free fishing waters. 

I wish to speak in warmest praise of what I believe to be the faithful, as well as’ 
the very intelligent, manner Mr. Murdoch has written upon this large subject. His’ 
description and capabilities of the rented waters given to your readers are quite 
exhaustive as regards those he has delineated. And as this entirely applies to the 
free waters all over the county which he has brought under notice, it is, I am sure, 
for this part of his subject that anglers generally will best thank him. Theze still 
remain several first-class rivers to be described, and, of course, a larger number of 
lochs. When these have been completed, I would respectfully suggest, Mr. Hditor, 
the arrangement of the articles, which would form a most valuable handbook to 
the angling—the free angling especially—waters of the county. Mr. Murdoch’s. 
list of loch flies is, no doubt,a very good one. I should, however, place No. 3 (Claret: 
and Mallard) at the head of his list of flies, Zulu’s comparatively recent prowess: 
notwithstanding. No. 2is an innovation; but I have no doubt it will prove a good, 
useful lure, especially in the western parts of the county. 

About the Claret and Mallard hangsa tale. I see in last week’s GAZETTE: that Mr. 
Murdoch, speaking of the sea-trout fishing at Tongue, credits Mr. MacNicoll as the: 
“inventor” of this fly. I am afraid, as regards this, Mr. Murdoch is far off the mark. 
If Mr. M., when next at Inchnadamph, will ask John Sutherland about the history 
of the “Claret and Mallard” in the county, he will get from him a much elder 
lineage, John will tell him that for nearly fifty years he has knownit (both salmon. 
and sea-trout sizes) as the “ Mound” fly. I have known it as such for more tam 
forty years. 

Probably the fly was brought to the county by old George Bell, caretaker at the: 
Mound many years ago. He was an old Tweed fisherman, and no doubt, therefore,, 
introduced it from there. The fly for many years past has been a celebrated one in 
the north and west of Ireland. So much for the Claret and Mallard ; but the most: 
interesting thing about it is that it is not only a splendid freshwater fly, but the 
deadliest of salt-water lures. As a salmon and sea-trout fly, in addition to the: 
claret hackle at shoulder, it should be dressed over that hackle with blue jay. 

I was much delighted a short time ago to read Mr. Murdoch’s pleasing reference: 
to John Sutherland, of Inchnadamph—the best fishermen of the lochs and rivers of 
his native county lever knew. What happy days have we had together over moor, 
on loch, and by river-side, in the “long, long ago ” | IT hope to shake hands with old 
friend John before the month is out. Won't there then be feasts of still not “ for- 
gotten lore ”—galore.—I am, &c., 


Manchester, July 12. Wm. BANTOOCK. 





DRESSING FOR LANDING-NET. 

Srr,—I an¥ indebted to the FISHING GAZETTE for many “tips” ve fish and tackle, 
and I venture to trespass on your space with a recipe which stood me in good stead: 
the other day, Javing come to the conclusion that one of my landing-nets was too: 
shallow, I took it off the ring and netted half-a-dozen extra rows on to it, but the: 
new twine against the old looked very untidy, and I began to cast about for some- 
thing to die or stain the whole net with. Judson’s “ Black All” caught my eye in 


an ironmonger’s sop, and I invested in a tin, not much caring whether I made or 


marred the net. i gave the net two dressings of this varnish, with the result that 
I had not only got a good black net, buta good dressing into the bargain, something 
like the Cotton Twine Co.’s nets—stiff enough to prevent hooks from catching, and 
supple enough to hang easily, and it looks as if it would wear. I have no interest 
whatever in the article, but believe that it is a useful addition to an amateur tackle- 
maker’s workshop.—I am, &c., 

July 23. \ _ ELS. 

[Is the “ Black All” waterproof? if not, we fear “H.8.” will find his fingers 
and clothes all black after using the net.—ED. | 


es 


MR. MURDOCH'S PATTERNS. 

S1r,—These trout-flies have been extensively used—yea, to the exclusion of all 
others—on the Assynt Lochs these five weeks. 

Such famous gillies as Tom Burd, Murdo Kerr, and Donald McLeod aver that the 
selection is unrivalled, and the dressing by Mr. Garden, Aberdeen, all that the 
angler could desire. There is this commendable feature, which all fly-dressers 
would do well to remember—viz., that each gut has a proportionate thickness to 
the size of hook used ; not as some, like the writer, have experienced—salmon gut to 
No. 14 Bartleet’s scale ! 

Any angler coming to the Assynt Lochs will find Zulu, Hechem-pecham, Green 
Mantle, and Claret and Mallard, dressed on No. 9 to 14 Bartleet’s scale, will suit 
loch or stream, In fact, I never change my cast, which consists of Hechem-pecham 
(No. 9), Zulu (10), and Green Mantle, or magenta body (13). Drake wing, and red 
or magenta body is a favourite with some; put intending visitors who wish to 
procure flies can choose from the selection in stock with Thos. Burd, or in the Post- 
office, Lochinyer ; and “those requiring trout or salmon tackle would do well to 
defer their purchases until after inspection of flies, or a consultation with Tom. 

To those who wish to bring their own flies, 1 recommend the flies named above. 
Tom got Hechem-pecham dressed with magenta body. This, I think, is a decided 
improvement, for the fly thus dressed is one of the deadliest in Mr. Murdoch’s 
patterns.—I am, Xc., ANGLER. 


Oe et 
BARBEL TAKEN IN THE OUSE AT OFFORD. 

Srr,—When I was bream-fishing with lobs on the afternoon of the 27th July, at 
the Back Gates Pool, Offord, I caught a barbel weighing just over 1lb. I kept it 
out of the river for a short time to show it to a friend, so as to be able to verify 
my statement, and then returned it, putting it back in the overflow pool, in the 
presence of three witnesses. I believe some barbel were put in the river some few 
years since at Bedford, and that nothing has since been heard of them. It may 
interest some of your readers to know that one has been caught.—I am, &c., 

Offord, July 30th. : ROVER. 

[There are many parts of the Ouse in which barbel would do well, and we are 
glad to hear of this one,—ED. | gh 
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FISHING ON LOUGH OCOONN, 


S1r,—I can strongly recommend anyone intending to fish during this month to 
try Lough Conn, I have had very good sport there during the last month. Any- 
one intending to fish can secure quarters at Thomas Clarke’s, Lough Conn Lodge, 
where I am sure he will find everything very satisfactory. The fishing is free ; first- 
class boats and boatmen oan be had, who are very good anglers.—I am, &c., 


Aug. 2. W. V. Jackson, 


FISHING AT YARMOUTH, 


Srr,—Some friends staying at Yarmouth write :—“ We have been to Breydon, and 
we had some excellent sport among the bream and roach, some of the former going 
over 3lb., and among the latter are several going over 1lb. We have only been out 
a short time, and we have about 181b., and if all is to be believed what we are told 
we are likely to have eight or ten stone, so to save you having a blank, ‘ Old Man,’ 
what do you say—shall we send up }ewt.? ‘They are all very fine and large,’ and 
we are enjoying ourselves immense,”—I am, &c., 


July 31. PIXIE, 





SUTHERLANDSHIRE MAILS, 


S1r,—A few tourists who contemplate visiting localities on the sea-board in this 
county have communicated with me for information on sundry topics, among which 
the daily mails occupied a prominent part, and as the following brief remarks may 
be serviceable to intending visitors, I crave the indulgence of a small space in FIsH- 
ING GAZETTE, 

There is a mail every lawful day from Lairg to Lochinver ; Lairg to Scourie, 
thence to Durness ; Lairg to Tongue every alternate day—Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday ; and Thurso to Tongue daily (Sunday excepted), 

All the mails leave Lairg at 6.30 a.m., and the fares are :—Lairg and Lochinver, 
7s. 6d.; Lairg and Scourie, 10s,; Lairg and Tongue, 7s, 6d.; Tongue and Thurso, 
7s. 6d. 

The contractors, A. Swanson and Co., Thurso, keep excellent horses, and do all in 
their power for the comfort and convenience of passengers, and they will have 
much pleasure in supplying any further particulars which may be desired.— 
I am, &e.,, 

July 29, CORRESPONDENT, 


BARBEL FISHING EXTRAORDINARY. 


S1r,—The following may be of some interest to your readers :—On Bank Holiday 
I took a gentleman to one of the lower reaches of the Trent for a day’s barbel-fish- 
ing. We had not baited a place, and therefore did not expect to do great things. 
However, we had not tried more than two or three places, when we “ fell across” 
the barbel in a way I have never seen before in a swim not baited beforehand Re tha) 
fact, they bit so fast that long before the day was over we were obliged to leave off 
because we could not carry them, our baskets being so full, that the last two fish 
we caught (in the last swim each) we were obliged to give to some people 
on the bank ; altogether we caught on that day over seven stone of barbel, besides 
other fish, As we had done so well, we decided to stay for the next day, and by 
dinner time we had caught more than five stone of barbel besides some chub. We 
then gave it up, although the fish were well on the feed ; but we had no means of 
getting the fish to the station, soit was no use catching them, No doubt your readers 





will see at once that the remarkable thing above is, that more than twelve stone of 
fish were caught out of one swim without the place having been previously baited,— 
Tam, &c. 

Queen’s-road, Nottingham. 


A 
 ___ 


W. Bartey, 


SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr, Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Ksq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, apply to 
T. B. JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVZRPOOL. 


THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of goou pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “ casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors,48 South Molton-street, W. 








Telegraphic Address—‘ LINEN,” Belfast. 


ROBINSON & CLEAVEP 


Supply the following Articles to GENTLEMEN DIRECT at 
LOWEST WHOLESALE PRICES. 


IRISH Linen Collars, best quality, from 4/11 per dozen, 

IRISH Linen Cuffs, best quality, from 5/11 per dozen. 

IRISH Linen and Longcloth shirts, 35/6 the half dozen ; or, made to order, 2/- extra, 
OXFORD French Print, or Flannel Shirts, in all the newest patterns, 

IRISH Linen Cambric Handkerchiefs, 3/6 per dozen. 

IRISH Linen Campbric Handkecchiefs, Hemstitched, 6/4 per dozen. 

IRISH Tweeds, strongest goods made, pure | PYJAMA Suits, Oxford cloth, 6/11 each. 
wool of the toughest description, for suits, 2/3 | Ditto ditto, unshrinkable flannel, 8/11 


er yard. j 
SHOOT! NG or Bicycle Hose, tough yet] | ENNIS Shirts, from 7/11 each. 
TENNIS Trousers, 8/11 per pair. 


soft lamb’s wool, 2/6 per pair. 
N.B—OLD SHIRTS made as good as new, with best terials, 
cost. Terms POST FRED. fs st materials, for a trifling 


OBINSON & CLEAVE 


MANUFACTURERS TO THE QUEEN and the CROWN PRINCESS OF GERMANY. 


BELFAST, 


Patterns, Prices, and Full Information, POST FREER. 





Post Free 14 Stamps. Price 1s. 


MADDOCK’S “ANTI-MIDGE.” 


A SURE AND PLEASANT PREVENTIVE OF BITES AND STINGS OF INSECTS. 
A little either alone or mixed with water to be dabbed on the face and haads, 
PREPARED ONLY BY 


L. N. CORDEN, Chemist, Arun House, Pulborough, Sussex. 





WATERPROOFS FOR THE MOORS 





THE IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET, aoe reron! 
“1 Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can oe Storm Caps for 


shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. : the Moor Ss. 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886, 





Waterproof 
Shooting 
Leggings. 


SHOOTING 
COATS, 


THOROUGHLY 
VENTILATED, 





A Very Large 
Selection. 





LE 
BAME BAGS, oun ya 


WATERPROOF 
CARTRIDGE 


THE INVERNESS FISHING & SHOOTING CAPE. 


The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 
tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 


BAG 8, has elastics to put arms through. 






WATERPROOF 





NES 


<3 








Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 





GAME CARRIERS 
AND 
CARTRIDGE BELTS. 














ANDERSON, 





x 
ILLUSTRATED PRICED CATALOGUES ON 


Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 





INOIARUBBER LEATHER-LINED 
SHOOTING BOOTS, 


ALWAYS SOFT AND PLIABLE. 





as 


APPLICATION. 


ANDERSON, AND ANDERSON, 


INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, 


37, QUEEN 


VICTORIA STREET, CITY, LONDON, E.C. 


And 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, 


Works— 


BOW ROAD, E. 
CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSBA. 
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Angling Reminiscences. 


BY 


FRANCIS FRANCIS. 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 


Just ready, price 1s., post free, 


ANGLING IN:SALT WATER. 


A Practical Work on Sea-Fishing with Rod and Line from the Shore, Piers, 
Jetties, Rocks, and Boats. With 54 Tilustrations. 


By JOHN BICKERDYKE. 
A thoroughly good work by a Practical Fisherman. 





BUSHMILLS Summer Toursin Scotland 
PURE OLD ee, 7) 










































MALT WHISKY| Sashes 





FIRST PRIZE MEDAL, CORK, 1883. Glasgow and the “Highlands. 


EXTRACT FROM JUDGES’ AWARD. 
“SECTION E—MALT WHISKY.—The 
place of honour here was obtained by No. 
16 (Bushmills). I firmly believe the future 
of the best quality and most nutritious 
description of Irish Whisky lies here.” 


AWARDED 
GOLD MEDAL, LIVERPOOL, 1886. 


This Whisky is considered by the medical 
faculty to be superior to the finest French 
Brandy, and as such will be found an ex 
cellent substitute. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canais.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued 
during the season, valid for six separate or con- 
secutive days, sailing by any of Mr. MacBrayne’s 
(28) Steamers, £3. 

THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER 
STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” or “IONA,’ 


sails Daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 
7 a.m,, and from Greenock about 9 a m., in connec- 
tion with Express trains from London and the 
South, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and 
Ardrishaig, conveying passengers for Oban, 
Glencoe, Inverness, Loch Awe, Staffa and Iona, 
Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Lochmaree, Stornoway, 
Thurso, &c., &c. 

Official Guide, $d.; Illustrated, 6d. and Is., at 
Railway Bookstalls. Tickets sold by, and Time 
Bill, with Map and Tourist Fares, free at the 
various offices of Thos. Cook and Son, or by post 
from the Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 110, 
Hope-street, Glasgow. 





May be had in Cases and Casks. 


FOR SAMPLES AND QUOTATIONS APPLY TO THE 


Bushmills Old Distillery Co. 


(LIMITED). 


OFFICES AND STORES: 
HILL STREET, BELFAST. 


Qld Scotch  Whiskies 


FOR CASH. 


TOLLCROSS BLEND (Regd.) 


ONE QUALITY ONLY. 
THE VERY BEST. 


15s. &18s. per gal. or 32s. & 38s.per doz. 

SPECIAL GLENLIVET, pure 1882, 20s. per gall. 
In Casks or Jars any size. 

Jarsand Casks returnable. Bottles and Cases Free 


DAVID PETER, 
Scotch Whisky Dealer and Blender, 
18, HOME-STREET, EDINBURGH. 


The Art of Angling. 


By CHARLES BOWLKER, of Ludlow. 


Price 2s. 6d. ; post free, 2s. 9d. Containing List 
of Flies, Directions for Fly-Fishing, Trolling, 
Making Artificial Flies, &c., with a List of the 
mos? celebrated Fishing Stations in North Wales, 
and Coloured Plate of Flies. One of the best books 
extant on the “Gentle Art.” 


G. WOOLLEY, BOOKSELLER, LUDLOW. 


INSECT 


LOTION. 


INDEMAURE'S Prevents the Bites of 
Fleas, Bugs, Midges, Flies, Gnats, Mosquitoes : also 
almost instantly removes the irritation caused by 
their bite. 6d., 1s., 1s, 6d. free. 


3, YATE STREET, DERBY. 


Gentleman writes :—‘ Can now go to London 








BURGHLEY PARK 
FISHERY. 


EYED TROUT OVA, 15s. per 1,000. 
FRY from £1 per 1,000, 
Year-Old FISH at reduced rates, 

A few Year-Old BLACK BASS for SALE, 


W. T. SILK, Stamford. 











TO THE TRADE. 


ISHING TACKLE MAKERS and 
Sellers, especially those dealing in 
Sea Tackle, should stock a few Bicker- 
dyke’s “ANGLING IN SALT WATER,” 
which sells at 1s. A large sale certain, 
as it is a really good book, and is the 
only one on the subject. Terms, which 
are very liberal, and Prospectus sent on 
receipt of name and address on post-card 
by the Publisher, 
L. UPCOTT GILL, 170, Strand, London. 











COX’S 
Fishing Tackle Manufactory, 
PARCHMENT STREET, WINCHESTER. 


Mr. G. T. COX, 


Having soli his FISHING TACKLE and 
CUTLERY BUSINESSES, together with the Good- 





without fear of being disfigured.” Fisherman :— | will thereof, to Mr. GEO. CURRELL, of the High- 
“Can now defy midges.” Traveller :—“ Perfect | street, begs to thank his numerous customers for 
safeguard against mosquitoes.” From Egypt :— | their liberal support during the past thirty-five 


“ Always use it when troubled with flies.” 
Equally useful for Horses, Dogs, and Cattle. 


RODS. RODS, RODS, 


Four Joints, Two Tops, Partition Bag, 
Winch Fittings; capital for ledgering, 
bank or punt fishing; 7s. 6d., 8s, 6d., 
9s. 6d,, and 10s, If not satisfactory, 
money returned,—Address, A, B,, 177, 
New Cross-road, London, §8,H, 


years, and solicits a continuance of their favours on 
behalf of his successor. 
August, 1887. 


Having Purchased the GOODWILL and BUSI- 
NESSES as set forth in the foregoing, I respect- 
fully ask for your support and patronage in the 
future. Knowing how highly the Fly-dressing as 
conducted by Mrs. Cox is esteemed, I have secured 
the services of her Fiy-dressers, and shall be ina 
position to supply the same in all respects ; also in 
the Rod, and, in fact, all other Departments, the 
same Manufacturers will continue to make those 
Specialities which are so well and widely known.— 

August, 1887, GEORGE CURRELL.3j 















PASS OF MELFORT, REAR OBAN, 


ANGLERS REGISTER FOR SCOTLAND, 


~ ABERDEENSHIRE. 


DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE. For particulars apply to 

ALEX, McGREGOR. 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE. 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY. 


Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE. Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter. ’Bus communi- 
cation to and from Aberdeen daily, Conveyances 
meet trains at Logieriere Station when desired. 
Fishing Gear supplied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent. Further particulars on application. 

J. RITCHIK, Proprietor. 


lHiPERIAL ROTEL, 


ABERDEEN. 


Personally 





ARGYLLSHIRE. 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 
of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 
the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 
strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 































LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, end SALMO 


FEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE. 
TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN, 


First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station. Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers caJl at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A. MUNRO. 








SALMON ANGLING Free. 
DALMALLYHOTEL,GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at Dalmally Hotel can have 
SUF#RIOR SALMON FISHING on nine miles of 
the beautiful River ORCHY. 


LOCH AWE HOTEL. 


(Under the Same Management.) : 


Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AW 
free. Experienced boatmenkept. Boatstowed by 
tec to the best fishing grounds on the 

och. 


DUNCAN FRASER, Proprietor. 





Patronised by the Royal 

Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
DeE and Don. 

Gentlemen are Boarded during the Season. 








DEESIDE HYDROPATHIC 
ESTABLISHMENT, 


Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 

Tae Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of PRESERVED SALMON and TROUT 
FISHING FREE over about two miles of the far- 
afmed River Dee (partly on both sides of the 
river), as it runs through the estates of Heathcot 
and -Ardoe. In the constructing, furnishing, 
and surroundings of the house no expense has 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, 
&e., can be had from Dr. STEWART, Resident 
Superintendent, Heathcot. 


TOBERMORY (Island of Mull). 
WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 


Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days. 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


MULL. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Lochs in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- | 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. 
SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SEA 

FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS 
may also be had. 
Posting, with careful drivers. 

The Hotel is seven miies from Staffa and Iona, 
and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and antiquarian interest. 

Visitors are assur ed that every attention will be 
paid to their comfort, and 


CHARGES WILL BE FOUND MODERATE, 


BANFFSHIRE. 


SPEY ANGLING 
FREE. 


The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Speyand 
Fiddoch. Nicely situated. It is the most con- 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 
arrangements. Hiring inall its branches. Hvery 
attention is given to comfort. Magnificent 


scenery. 
JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor, 


SPEY RODS. 


A. STUART and SON, 


FISHING TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
ABERLOUR-ON-SPEY, 


Have the Largest and Most Complete STOCK of 
FISHING MaTERIAL in Strathspey. Hvery- 
thing is guaranteed of the best quality, Their 
Spey Rod is known all over the world. 











ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotelis situated near Loch Etive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE Fishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argyllshire. Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine. JAS, MURRAY, Proprietor. 














THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWE. 


Portsonachan Hotel, 
LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTE, 1886 :—“ Port- 
sonachan Hotel isone of the best situated, as it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has asteam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
poats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel ; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secure boats, &c., beforehand.” 


CUILFAIL HOTEL, 

















Visitors at “Ouilfail” have the privilege of 
Fishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous [och Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fishing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also be had, and Grouse and other Shooting 
by arrangement with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use of Anglers. Average 
weekly take of Trout, 1,600. Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and delightful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MCFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. Telegraph 
Office :—Kilmartin. 
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GREAT EASTERN- RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An Improved Service of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer. 








TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 





BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c. Fares: 3s., 1s. 9d., 1s. 6d. 


For full particulars see Bills, _ 
London, August, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


TOBA CCOS. 


-JESSAMINE. 
MAY BLOSSOM. 
PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S KYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx ’’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 

Contrii tions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Cc., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months ,, ” on ss ” Ae 54 
5,5 Three Months ,, P Pe s ” en ceauddond 2 8 
To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription,including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
188, Fleet-street, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 








Fishing Gazette. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND FISHING. 


Messrs. ELLIOTT AND Fry are so well known all the world over as first-class 
photographers that it gives us much pleasure to inform our readers that one of 
the partners, Mr. Clarence E. Fry, has just taken the management of a new 
branch establishment at 7 and 8, Gloucester-terrace, Onslow-gardens, South 
Kensington, where the studios are all on the ground floor, thus doing away with 
the usual toil up endless stairs. 

But our reasons for referring to Mr. Fry are—Iist, that he is a most enthusi- 
astic fly-fisher and spinner, anda very clever one ; 2nd, that, as we shall see pre- 
sently, he has hada wide and varied experience of fishing places, and is quite 
willing to give any information about these places ; and 3rd, that it was Mr. Fry 
who presented the Fly Fishers’ Club with the magnificent set of pictures of 
American game fishes which adorn the walls of the club-room. Mr. Fry knew 
the late Mr. Francis Francis, and fished with him on the Itchen. He has fished 
the Donand Dee in Scotland, and other smaller streams ; also many of the lochs 
and streams in Sutherlandshire, Perthshire, and Inverness-shire during the past 
ten years. Many of the Devonshire streams know him well ; he has had fine sport 
in Bavaria, Switzerland, Italy, and other places, and all round Hertfordshire he 
has fished a great deal ; and last, but by no means least, he has had every number 
of the “IF, G.” since its start, and feels most kindly towards it and all good 
fishers interested in it and our art generally. 


THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN ‘“ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp Hamitton, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout,and Grayling,” fe. 


(Continued from page 75.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 


_ Tar Goiprincn (Carduelis elegans). Order, Passeres ; Fam., Fringillide, 
is one of our most beautifully plumaged birds ; its form and movements are 
extremely graceful, and render it worthy of its specific name “ elegans.” 

This bird has many provincial designations : such as Goldspink, Thistle-finch, 
Chalandire, Draw-water, King Harry, Red Cap, Proud Tailor, Fool’s Coat, 
Sheriff's Man, Sweet William, and its Gaelic name is “ Las-aer-Chrille” (Flame 





Tue GOLDFINCH. 


of the Wood), and having a very sweet song, combined with its pretty plumage, 
is much sought after by the birdcatchers. Before the passing of the Wild Birds’ 
Act, as many as 1,140 dozen, all cock birds, have been caught in one season near 
Worthing. As a cage bird, it becomes very tame, and will learn many tricks. 
James Montgomery notes this in his “ Birds” : 


‘Live with me, love me, pretty goldfinch do, 
Ay, pretty maid, and be a slave to you ; 
Wear chains, fire squibs, draw water—nay, not I, 
While I’ve a bill to peck or wing to fly.” 


If you meet with one, put your binocular upon him. Mark his scarlet fore- 
head and throat, his satin-black crownand nape, with his broad white collar, his 
chestnut back, and black wings with broad yellow bars and white tips, his 
hazel eye, black tail with white outer feathers; never still when feeding, 
flitting from thistle to thistle, uttering this call-note, “Twit-it, Twit-it,” now 
clinging to the stem, now perched on theseed vessel. Graham well describes 
him : 

“ But mark the pretty bird himself—how light 
And quiet his every motion, every note ! 
How beautiful his plumes! his red-ringed head, 
His breast of brown ! And see him stretch his wing, 
A fairy fan of golden spokes it seems. 
Oft on the thistle’s tuft he, nibbling, sits, 
Light as the down ; then ’mida flight of downs 
He wings his way, piping his shrillest note.” 


Tue OnarrincH (Fringilla Celebs), 


I; another of the Fringillide, familiar to most of us, and constantly seen in the 
brakes and amongst the hedges bordering on the river. In the “ Countrie 
Farm,” edition 1600, the chaffinch is called the Spink, and in the French work 
of Estreune and Liebault, the corresponding word is Pingon. In Cotgrave’s 
Dictionary, Pinson is a spink, chaffinch, sheldpate; and in More’s “ Suffolk 
Words,” spink is a chaffinch. In Hertfordshire it is called a Pink, or Twink, 
from its alarm note—pink, pink. Nicolls, in his poem on the cuckoo, published 
1607, says: $ 
“ The speckled spinck that lives on gummie sap.” 


In Scotland the chaffinch is called the Shilfa : 


“JT haye seen the shilfa light from off his perch, 
And hop into a shallow of the stream.” 
—Graham, “ Birds of Scotland,” p. 1. 


And, in his laudation of Mary Stuart’s beauty, he says: 
“ Her cheek is like the shilfa’s breast, 


Her neck is like the swan’s,” 
Put your glass upon him ; look at the variegated plumage, the pinkish-red 
breast and dappled wing, with russet back of the male bird. 
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The song is rather monotonous ; but in Germany it is highly esteemed for its 
musical powers, particularly for its double trill, which is expressed by the words : 
“ Finkferlinkfink zischesia harvelalalalaziscutschia.”. In France, about Orleans, 
it is supposed to say: “ Je suis le fils d’un riche prieur.” In Normandy, “ Qui 
est ce qui veut venir 4 Saint Symphorien.” In Lorraine : 

“ Fi, Fi, les laboreux, 
j’virions ben sans eux.” 


And about Paris, “Oui, oui, oui, oui, je suis un bon citoyen’’ (see Swainson’s 
“The Folk Lore of British Birds”). 
(To be continued.) 


I as | 


SOME NOTES ON THE TRENT. 
(Concluded from page 289, Vol. XIV.) 


Some Old Anglers—Ah me! I wonder how many tons of fish, taken 
in the Trent in the past eighty years, have been brought in the 
vicinity of the Jolly Bargeman, Collingham Ferry. Old Grandad 
H , for instance, must have called at this well-known hostelry 
with tons of fish, especially when you take into consideration that 
he frequently took half a hundredweight of barbel ledgering—often 
more—after five o’clock in the evening, two and three times a week, 
and committed this slaughter fora number of years ; in fact, barbel 
were so numerous sixty or seventy years ago insome portions of the 
Trent, that I have heard an old boatman say he has caught them 
with a hook tied on a piece of string, and pulled them out by hand. 
Lobs were the bait used. 

The same individual told me that he has frequently seen Mr. William 
Thompson, alias “ Bendigo,” with quite a hundredweight of barbel and chub on 
his back on his way to Collingham. ‘You do not believe it.” Such a weight 
would be a mere trifle to “ Bendigo,” for he was as strong as a pony; in fact, 
his strength was enormous. But, for sheer strength, he was no match for Ahab 
Truswell, familiarly called “Tab” amongst his intimates. “ Tab’s”’ father kept 
the Meering Ferry for a number of years ; and I think it was at a public-house 
at Sutton-upon-Trent, situated about half a mile from the ferry house, on the 
opposite side of the river, that Master Thompson, to show the yokels what he 
dare do, drank off Tab’s beer, whereupon ‘Tab immediately ordered another 
“mug,” and flung the contents into Benjamin’s face. “ Bendy” replied with 
a stinging blow on the jaw, hoping and trusting Tab would have it out in 
the street ; but Tab was not such a fool, for, having no desire to be battered 
to a jelly, he locked the door seized hold of the crafty pugilist, pinned him 
against the wall, and gave him the finest pummelling that he ever had in his 
life. The crestfallen Benjamin threatened all manner of things ; but he never 
carried any of his threats into execution. Tab was over 6ft. in height, 
weighed close upon 20 stone, grandly proportioned, wonderfully nimble for his 
size, and could carry a sack of wheat under each arm as easily as you could carry 
a couple of bread loaves. On several occasions I have left off fishing to gaze 
with something approaching wonder on the magnificent proportions of this 
giant, and, strange to say, he had a brother if anything a little bigger and 
stronger than himself. Clever as “ Bendy” was at chubbing with his favourite 
lure—pith and brains, or a bit of scratching—in a uice clear current with a 
gravelly bottom, the bait he so artfully held out on that oceasion signally 
failed to entrap Mr. Ahab Truswell, and I think I may say, without 
the slightest fear of contradiction, that no man ever caught with rod and line 
such a weight of fish in the Trent as old Grandad H He once played a 
salmon weighing some 16 or 18lb. for two hours on his barbel rod, when, to his 
intense disgust, the hook straightened, and the salmon of course escaped. But 
an eel, weighing 721b., he actually caught and landed with the same rod and line 
gave him the most awful doing he ever had in his life, taking him down the 
river for nearly a mile. You can just imagine what his rod, line, and tackle 
must have been to haye stood suéh a fearful strain. Another fish that must 
have been very numerous in those times was the flounder, for I have heard him 
say he has known a pin line with twenty pins on have a flounder on every pia. 
The pins, which should be made of soft wire, are quickly baited with half a lob 
by the aid of a crow quill. The pin should be pushed into the head of the 
quill, and then the head of the pin pushed up the worm, and with a little 
pressure of the thumb and forefinger just under the head of the pin the quill is 
pulled out of the worm, leaving the pin inside. The tafts or bottoms should be 
horsehair taken from the tails of stallions—those of a sorrel colour are generally 
preferred. The tafts are composed of six strands, and will wear as long as 
three of those made of string or silk. ; 

Sundry Experiences—I have heard the old man say he has caught barbel in 
every month in the year ; but that in the winter they bit very gingerly, and 
came to bank like logs of wood, affording little or no sport. On bitter cold days 
at the end of February and early in March he has repeatedly been in the Trent, 
“ muddling,”—i.e., with the naked feet—for gudgeon for live-bait, and found it a 
most difficult job to take half-a-dozen fish in places where you could catch 
hundreds in July and August—a very strong proof, it seems to me, that some 
species of fish will not feed in cold weather, and it sounds to sense, Mr. Editor, 
that fish that are taking constant exercise must of necessity require more food 
than when staying at the bottom of the water in a torpid, sluggish state. 
Exercise really means a burning, and if you do not keep taking in fuel to renew 
the waste, you know very well what the result will be. 

Peculiarity in Tench Biting —He knew a pool where at certain times of the 
year he could always take a few large tench between 6 o’clock and dusk. I 
have been at this identical pond with him fishing from 9 o’clock in the 
morning until 5.30 in ihe evening without so much as a_ touch 
from a tench, when he would pull up, rebait, and before dusk 
there would be three or four grand tench lying gasping on the bank. 
Contradict me if you like, but I have noticed it on several occasions. I 
have an idea that, though they in due course leave a place that has been batted 
(especially in a pond), they return to it at least once in the day; we know 
bream are in the habit of leaving certain spots and again returning to them— 
though perhaps not on the same day—for I have had abundant proof of it. 

A Strange Incident.—He was once spinning for jack near Besthorpe Staithe, 
when he had a run, struck, and on pulling up found one of the eyes of the jack 
on his,triangle. He mentioned this fact to hisson George, who went down to the 
place the next day, and caught the same fish ; and, if I remember rightly, caught 
it,at the very first throw. 

Foul-Hooking Barbel—I have heard him say there is no better fun 
than hooking a good barbel by the back jin in a strong current. From 
what I have heard him say, the angler seems to have little or no control over 
these powerful fish at such times, for he has been kept on the trot for fully 
half an hour upon more than one occasion. 

Large Barbel.—The two largest barbel he ever caught in this river, in a 
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career extending over a period of 55 years, weighed close upon 11Ib. each, and 
his largest chub was 631b., so from this it would appear that large barbel and 
chub are more numerous in the Thames than the Trent, and the same remark 
applies to perch, for the largest perch I ever took in the Trent did not weigh 
2lb., and I never saw one taken that weight. 

Fine Tackle.—The old man used to pooh-pooh fine tackle; but catching 
barbel—23lb. or 4lb., perhaps 5lb.—in some parts of the Thames from a punt 
on fine drawn gut may be all very well, anda very pretty performance ; but 
these devotees to fine drawn gut should try their hands on a 6lb. or “Ib. 
barbel ina strong, powerful current, casting from the bank a matter of fifty or 
sixty yards, with a “ plumb” two or three times the size of an ordinary ledger ; 
the probability is they would lose four fish out of five. Unless they were 
careful, some would be lost by the tackle breaking in sériking the fish ; in fact, 
I feel certain of it. 

The bait being well on the bottom, and the hook well covered with the 
worm, I fail to see the necessity of using such extremely fine gut when 
ledgering, when, five times out of six, thicker gut more compatible with 
safety would answer quite as well. Out ofthe enormous number of pike he 
caught in his long career, he never took one weighing more than 163lb. I once 
helped him to pull one out of Monspool 1531b., when he was nearly 80, and it was 
dreadfully lousy. 

Jack Bee.—Vhough it is quite 40 years,ago, I recollect poor old Jack as well 
as I recollect—no matter; I remember him quite well. What a thing this 
memory is. Poor old Jack! Never happier than when seated beside his favourite 
river ledgering for barbel ; there he would sit, mopping his bald pate with a 
handkerchief as large as a flag, a great stone bottle sunk in the water at his 
feet, using a rod and tackle strong enough to land a 20Ib. pike, and a “plumb” 
heavy enough to stun a bullock (ée., if it hit the animal fair in the forehead), 
always the same good-tempered, merry, rollicking, happy-go-lucky, contented 
mortal. Whether he caught six or seven large barbel, or two or three flounders 
and a shoestring, it was all the same to Jack. When he made a very long cast, 
you could hear the whirr-rrr-rr-r of his reel (which was about the size of a 
cheeseplate) half a mile away, and the splash of his ledger a very long distance, 
Nearly all the Trent anglers of the olden time had a spud or spear 
attached to the bottom of their barbel rods—a spud that would 
weigh nearly, if not quite, as heavy as the rods in present use. Old Jack, when 
ledgering for barbel, would drive this spear or spud into the bank, rest his rod 
ona “lazy back” or forked stick, and patiently wait (whilst smoking the pipe 
of peace) until there would come two or three terrific tugs at the rod-point with 
perhaps a heavy, dragging pull, when he would throw down his pipe, dash at his 
rod like one possessed, and strike up stream with such force that the line would 
make the water hiss again, and literally electrify anyone unaccustomed to such 
a proceeding ; and if his rod bent to a beauty, you would see Mr. John Bee in 
all his glory, and a very exhilarating sight it was, I can assure you. 

Binkey.—One of the most artful anglers I ever knew, wonderfully quiet, fall 
of resource, and a man who simply detested anyone to see him catch a good 
fish or to show his fish to strangers. If a person seated himself on the bank 
in the hope of finding out if Binkey had been successful, that astute personage 
would allow his pelican quill to sail gracefully down the very steady stream, 
when, paying out line with the thumb and finger of his right hand, suddenly 
drop his rod-point, and striking the outer edge or revolving portion of his reel 
sharply with his hand, have the float at the top of his rod before you could say 
“ Jack Robinson,” gather up his traps, and eyeing the stranger with a look of 
scorn, in tones of supreme contempt would say— 

‘“Mebbe, the next time yar cum this way yar will catch some fish, for there’s 
nowt to be hed now.” 

Binkey really believed in moving from place to place, and ere long he would 
be sure to return, his theory being that if there was not a fish “ foul "—fool— 
enough to take the lure in one place, there would be certain to be one found 
fool enough to take it in another. I am not sure Binkey is not right, and if his 
argument were true then, how much moretis it true at present? At all events, 
I have often seen Binkey with good fish when other men quite as clever could 
not show a fin. 

“ Blood” Wilson —I must not forget to mention “ Blood”—as pretty a 
spinner with the bleak as you ever saw, and a splendid judge of pike 
weather and water. I have seen him strike a jack in a deepish hole within a 
yard or two where he has been standing, and the way he would spin a bleak 
across the current with his rod very low down was something toadmire. Strange 
to say, he often fished without a reel, and never fished for anything but pike. 
When fishing without a reel, he seldom cast the bait more than 12 or 15 yards, 
and he always hada piece of cardboard or tuft of grass attached to the end of his 
line, so that in case of hooking a good fish there was no chance for Master 
Johnnie to escape. 

Captain Oates, of Collingham.—A good all-roundangler. This gentleman used to 
commit tremendous slaughter amongst the chub with the fly (principally in 
August) down Girton way, in a lively current a short distance from the 
Besthorpe Fleet Dyke. I have often seen him with from 20lb. to 30lb. of 
splendid chub, all taken with the artificial fly. On one occasion I recollect I 
heard an old farmer, who did not understand the business a little bit, say, as he 
took up the Captain’s flimsy rod, “Do you mean to say you caught those great 
whacking fish with a thing like this, Captain?” “Certainly.” “Then blarm 
me if I believe it, and you must go and tell that to the marines.” Whereupon 
the Captain would burst out laughing, imuch to the old farmer’s disgust. ‘The 
old farmer evidently did not know what a surprisingly insignificant dead weight 
a 3lb. or 4lb. fish pulls on a rod whilst being played by an adept, and the 
Captain could play a fish as well as here and there one. 

I must now wind up my line after this long run, hoping the day is not far 
distant when I shall have the pleasure of wandering along the lovely banks of 
this noble river and fishing in its ‘‘ smug and silver” waters once more. A. 


ES 
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CRAYFISH.—Has a sewage-stricken stream any connection with the crayfish 
disease? In private side streams, where the crayfish are allowed to “increase and 
multiply,” perhaps beyond the natural food capacity, some must go short if they do 
not migrate. Incessant in-breeding might produce an unhealthy stock, and yet the 
disease in the Kennet has been known only at an interval of fifty years. This 
shows that some abnormal cause affects the fish. It might be asked how cana 
thousand or more crayfish thrive in a smali watercourse or ditch some distance from 
the river, but with plenty of rushes? A dead vole must be very acceptable, and a fat 
ratarelish. A limit as to keepable crayfish ought to be fixed wherever there is an 
augling preservation society, so as to regain stock. Crayfish in hot August and 
cloudy September evenings “run” madly after the bait in the nets—horseflesh, 
bullock’s liver, or half a roach ora dace split open ; but when the beetles and big 
moths fly, and wild ducks and fern owls are “out,” then is the time to lay the nets, 
and—moderate your “ catch.” —FLAPTAIL, 

SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools, 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr, Jagger's system (recommended by H. Chol- 


mondeley-Pennell, Hsq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, apply to 
T, B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVARPOOL. 
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IMPORTANT MEETING OF THE EDEN FISHERY 
BOARD 


A SPECIAL meeting of the Conservators of the Eden Fishery district 
was held in the Indictment Office, The Courts, Carlisle, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the committee’s report on the 
question of the supervision of the water-bailiffs, Mr. Dunne, the 
chief constable, having sent in his resignation at last meeting, when 
it was accepted ; and also on the recent pollution of the Eden, near 
Carlisle, by creasote. Mr. F. Parker, Fremington, was in the chair, 
and there were also present Archdeacon Prescott ; Mr. Johnson, 
Castlesteads ; Mr. R. H. Horrocks, Eden ; Mr. Brows; Mr. J. B. 
Slater, Carlisle; Mr. E. W. Parker, Skirwith Abbey ; Captain 
Chamley, Warcop ; Rev, 8. Medlicott, Bowness-on-Solway ; Mr. T. 
Robinson, Cargo; Mr, John Holmes, Bowness-on-Solway; Mr. 
William Harrison, Glasson ; Mr. John Robinson, Drumburgh ; Mr. 
T. Simpson, Westfield House, Bowness; and Mr. T. H. Hodgson 
(clerk). 

The report of the Committee was read as follows :— 

Report of a Sub-Committee of the Eden Board of Conservators 
appointed to consider—(1) The best means of managing the 
watching of the Eden fishery district, consequent on the resignation 
of Mr. Dunne of his position of manager. (2) The late pollution 
of the river and the destruction of a large number of fish below 
Carlisle by the accidental discharge of a tank of creasote into the 
Carlisle sewers at the London and North-Western Railway Goods 
Depot. (1) We recommend that the entire management of the 
Eden Fishery district be placed in the hands of a sub-committee of 
five members, to be appointed by the Board, who shall represent 
each section of the district, and be appointed for a period of not less 
than twelve months. Three to form aquorum. (2) From the evi- 
dence we have heard it seems that this accident has been the result 
of great carelessness, but we recommend that no action by the Con- 
servancy Board be taken in the matter at present. (Signed) Francis 
Parker, J. G. Mounsey, and J. Bedwell Slater. 

There seemed to be a general unanimity of opinion that the action 
the Committee recommended was the right course to adopt. The 
report was then adopted, a vote of thanks being sent to Mr. Dunne 
for his valuable and gratuitous service in the past. The Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed consisted of the following gentlemen :—Mr. F. 
Parker, Captain Chamley, Mr. J. B. Slater, Mr. T. Robinson, and 
Mr. T. Sibson, their appointment to hold good until the next annual 
meeting. 

The Clerk read a communication relating to the erection of a weir 
at the Long Meg Plaster Works, Lazonby. Mr. A. D. Berrington, 
the Chief Inspector of Fisheries, had visited the place last week, and 
inspected the proposed alteration of the weir at that place, and he 
now submitted some plans regarding the same, and a report for the 
consideration of the Board. 





YET ANOTHER EEL STORY. 


IN the Willow Pool, “nigh Esk and Liddle’s trysting-place,” he 
hooked the monster. All at once the great brute—black-red, some- 
times as ugly as sin, while shining like silver—leapt out of the water 
and fought fiercely to be rid of the bit of crooked wire ; all in vain. 
Then the big fish, lunging and pulling like mad, rushed into the 
boiling cauldron, down through the surging stream. After him 
goes the agile angler, giving him oceans of rope, through the Thistle 
Pool, under the railway bridge, and past Kirkandrews ; hanging 
by the tree roots, slipping over the rocks, labs of skin flipping off his 
shins, tearing his breeks among the bushes, and scratching his face 
and hands among stubborn briars and obstinate and prickly thorns, 
until the tired monster begins to give way, and is brought to the 
bank “a little above Longtown—length, 12ft., weight unknown. 
_“ Twelve feet ?” echoed a bystander. “Yes, 12ft. long, my boy; a 
fine freshwater eel. Well, I had anice job with him, for he coiled 
his tail round the body of a passing horse so tightly that I had to 
ride the animal home, and still he would not leave go; then we 
sawed his head off and skinned the eel, all to no purpose—we could 
not separate him from the unfortunate steed, and were compelled to 
shut them both up in the stable all night. Next morning neither 
horse nor eel could be found; but we followed the trail of the 
monster’s blood and.tracked the footprints of. the horge over a 
. potato field and two peat mosses to the top of a big scam overlooking 
the river Esk, and there we lost all trace of both, and now the owner 
of that horse wants me to shell out the price of his nag !” 
GILNOCKIE. 





THE. “ VAL CONSON.” |DACH FLY. 


SINCE the.notice of ,this new dace fly (invented by our corre- 
spondent, “ Val Conson”’) appeared, Mr. Shrubsole, of 15, Medway- 
street, Maidstone, has put it in hand, and sends us some excellently- 
dressed patterns. Mr. §. is himself a keen dace fly-fisher, and says 
the fly is‘a good one. “I got twenty-four large dace with it this 
morning ; in fact, it seems specially attractive to the larger fish, 
The price must be 2s. 6d. per dozen.” 





HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PiLLS—These remedies are unequalled throughout the world 
for bad legs, wounds, foul sores, bad breasts, and ulcers. Used according to directions given with 
them there is no wound, bad leg, or ulcerous sore, however obstinate or long standing, but will yield 
to their healing and curative properties: Many poor sufferers who have been patients in the large 
hospitals under the care of eminent surgeons, and have derived little or no benefit from their treat- 
ment, have been thoroughly cnred by Holloway’s Ointment and Pills. For glandular swellings, 
tumours, “ piles,” and diseases of the skin there is nothing that can be used with so much benefit. In 
fact, in the worst forms of disease, dependent: upon the condition of the blood, these medicines, used 
conjointly, are irresistible. 


THE TWELFTH. 


“HURRAH! Breckons and_ heather!” I hear many a keen sports- 
man exclaim. “ Nowforthe North!” Afar from the heath-clad hills 
of bonnie Scotland a fragrant and health-giving incense is copiously 
wafted, and already, in imagination, the tartan plaid of the kilted 
Southerner is fluttering in the Northern breeze, for it is the eve of 
the twelfth of August, and grouse-shooting commences to-morrow. 
Now the dogs are carefully inspected, guns and the tackle appertain- 
ing thereto are sorted out, and the snuff mull and capacious 
“whusky ” flask are hunted up, these latter for the sole use and benefit of that 
awful tyrant, the head-keeper, who, as a rule, is inflexibly obstinate and unbend- 
ing as ben-leather, unless you get on his “blin’ side” and keep there. His “aw 
dinna ken,” his “aw teake sae,” his “ye ken best,’ his “mebbe sae,” his 
“yiblins,” and all the other members of his dubitable, misleading, and provok- 
ing vocabulary are perfectly maddening in the absence of that almighty liquid, 
which must have been originally invented for the sole purpose of mellowing the 
clay of Hielan’ obduracy. “ It’s an ill wun’ that blaws naebody guid,” observed a 
douce Scotchman to me the other day. ‘‘Mebbe the fush ull get a bit rest noo 
the shootin’s on, for the watter has been whuppit shamefw’ lately.” Then for 


my especial benefit he delivered himself in liquid Scotch of the following 
quotation from the immortal Rab :— 


‘Now safe the stately saumont sail, 
And trouts bedrop’d wi’ crimson hail, 
And eels, weel kenn’d for souple tail, 
And geds* for greed, 
Since dark in death’s jish-ercel we wail— 
Tam Samson’s dead, 


“There low he lies in lasting rest ; 
Perhaps upon his mouldering breast 
Some spitefu’ muir fowl bigs her nest, 

To hatch and breed. 
Alas ! nae mair he’ll yow molest— 
Tam Samson’s dead.” 


“Capital, my friend, capital ; but I am of opinion that the knights of the 
rod and the knights of the shooting ‘airn’ seldom read the same books, speak- 
ing in a sportsman’s sense ; consequently, few anglers will ‘gang Tam Sam- 
son’s gait, [am happy to say.’” ‘The grouse season in many of the counties 
of England promises to be an exceptionally good one, while from all the great 
shooting districts in Scotland most favourable accounts are given, grouse being 
reported numerous, healthy, and strong on the wing. Disease has been most 
prevalent in the counties of Dumfries and Roxburgh, and portions of Lanark, 
Peebles, and Selkirk have suffered from the same cause. Considerable havoc 
has been made in the Eskdale and Tarras Moors, which will scarcely be worth 
shooting over. Warbla Moor, close to Langholm, on the other hand, is well 
stocked and completely free from disease. On Byrecleuch Moor, one of the most 
extensive in the possession of the Duke of Roxburgh, the grouse have almost 
been completely cleared out. The recent dry weather has been extremely favour- 
able for partridges, the coveys being large, and the birds strong and healthy. 
Pheasant rearing has been successfully carried on in the neighbourhood of the 
town of Dumfries, the number hatched on several estates being much larger 
than usual. Ground game are everywhere plentiful, and deer-stalking has seldom 
held out greater attractions in the Highlands. Ever since Sir Walter Scott threw 
the glamour of his genius over “ puir auld Scotland,” the Land o’ Cakes has 
been a great country. For acres upon acres of worthless land, bare as the hill- 
side from which sprang “Clan Alpine warriors true at the whistle of their 
chieftain,” many a Scottish landowner is to-day in receipt of what his grand- 
father would have regarded as “ prodigious” and fabulous rents. Millionaires from 
all parts of the world ‘are content to pay every year vast rentals 
for the moors and forests which two generations ago only yielded a scanty 
living to their several proprietors. It is said on good authority that the 
shootings, including deer and grouse, and fishings which are let in Scotland bring 
in a collective aggregate of from eight hundred thousand to one million pounds 
per annum ; thus an artificial value has been given to the corries and breas which 
neither black sheep nor shaggy stots could confer. In short, since the introduc- 
tion of railways into the most inaccessible corners of the Highlands a perfect 
torrent of wealth has been poured into that rugged country. Although the 
prospects of sport are about the average of former years, fewer of the shootings 
than usual have this season found tenants. GLEN TARRAS. 

Aug. 11. 





“THE JOURNAL OF THE: NATIONAL FISH CULTURE 
ASSOCIATION.” 


WE have before us No. 3 of the Journal of the National Fish 
Culture Association —a periodical of recent date, to which we 
heartily wish a large circulation on account both of the important 
cause which it advocates, and of the practical ability and experience 
of those by whom it is conducted. Taking “fish” in the widest 
popular acceptation of the word, so as to include bivalves and crus- 
tacea, the Journal aims at-collecting and diffusing sound information 
with regard to our sea and inland fisheries in their various branches ; 
and we fully trust that, both by testing theories and registering 
experiments, it will throw much useful light on the two great subjects of feed- 
ing and breeding—subjects to which, as our readers are aware, the FisH1nG 
GAzETTE has done its utmost to direct public attention. Our space available 
for such topics is unfortunately very limited, and we shall be glad to refer from 
time to time to the high authority of the Fish Culture Association. We can 
give to-day but a passing notice to the volume in our hands, and shall content 
ourselves with pointing to a few matters of special interest. First among these 
we would notice the “Notes on Cxecal Appendages of Freshwater Trout” by a 
well-known authority on such questions, Mr. Francis Day. He proves con- 
clusively that the number and: development of these organs—on the strength of 
which the Salmo Levenensis has been too generally recognised as a distinct 
species—cannot be safely relied on as indicating more than a local variety, more 
or less pronounced. This conclusion alone would be valuable to the pisciculturist, 
who is thereby released from the fear of breeding mere hybrids in the attempt 
to improve the trout of lake or river by the introduction of a vigorous stock. 
But Mr. Day’s investigations lead us further than this. He shows, if not with 
certainty, yet to a high degree of probability, that these curious organs depend 
for their, number—to say nothing of their size and usefulness for purposes 
of nutrition —on local. surroundings, especially diet. On both these 


. 
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questions it will be observed that Mr. Day’s matured conclusions 
agree with those frequently suggested in our own columns. The article 
by Mr. John Watson on “ The Depopulation and Re-stocking of 
Northern Trout Streams” is far too comprehensive to admit even 
the briefest summary of its contents in our present notice. But we must men- 
tion with special approval the writer’s remark that anglers and angling associa- 
tions, in their zeal for trout preserving, are too apt either to forget or to ignore 
the balance of Nature. Pages 284-5 on this head will well repay perusal. Again, 
the concluding pages on the subject of re-stocking with alevins, fry, yearlings, 
or yet maturer fish are full of useful suggestions. 

Mr. A. Harper’s paper on “ Water Temperature in Relation to the Movements 
of Salmon ” will, we hope, be followed up by further detailed observations on 
the same interesting topic. We cannot accept in its entirety the writer’s con- 
clusion that the rising, or non-rising, or short-rising of salmon, is wholly a 
“ question of the temperature.” The changes in Salar’s mood are too sudden 
and too capricious to be thus simply accounted for. But he certainly makes it 
highly probable, first, that salmon generally rise best when the temperature of 
the water is moderate—say, between 44° and 48°; and, secondly, that summer 
heat tends to make them not only sluggish, butunhealthy. Lack of space forbids 
us to notice the curious observations made at the Lochbuie Marine Institute ; 
but we hope to see a further instalment. 

Before closing this notice, we cannot but express our regret that some of the 
papers before us are conceived in a needlessly polemical spirit. That on the 
proceedings of the Marine Biological Association, especially, shows a bitterness 
in details of criticism which is more likely to breed strife between scientists 
than to advance the cause of science. It is one thing to say that the Director of the 
Plymouth Observatory has not yet done all that might have been looked for at 
his hands in the field of marine research ; another to wax wrathful over two 
or three misprints, and to deal with a slight vagueness in piscine nomencla- 
ture as a high crime. Nor do we quite like the animus shown in criticising the 
contributions of Messrs. Fryer and Malam to the Annual Fishery Reports ; 
though we confess to have rather chuckled over the story, quietly told at page 
248, illustrating the fallibility of inspectors. The National Fish Culture Asso- 
ciation ought to be able to cater wholesomely and agreeably for the readers 
< Ay interesting Journal without stimulating their palates by peppering too 

ighly. 
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DEATH OF A WELL-KNOWN ANGLER. 


Anoruer well-known Derbyshire angler has passed away in the person of the 
late Alderman Hutchinson, of Sheffield. Deceased was contemporary with the 
late Mr. Joseph Nicholson and Mr. Edward Porter, whose deaths were recently 
noticed in the FisHinc Gazerre, though it is some years now since he ceased to 
wade the Derwent and throw his fly on its waters. Mr. Hutchinson may be 
said to have fairly belonged to a past generation of anglers. Born at the 
beginning of the century, he very early developed a taste for angling, and it has 
often been his boast that over half a century ago he has angled for trout at 
Lady’s Bridge over the Don in his native town, now little better thana common 
sewer. Mr. Hutchinson was, in business, a surgical instrument maker, and along 
with his brother Henry, another well-known angler on the Derbyshire waters, 
and for some time secretary to one of its most renowned fly clubs, built up a 
new industry in the town in this direction, and gained much celebrity for their 
goods. Many and varied are the stories told of his ingenuity and perseverance 
in pushing his trade, and of how his taste for angling and its opportunities for 
contemplation and thought aided him in the development of new ideas, Like 
many more of his class, Mr. Hutchinson was a strong believer in the virtues of 
angling as a means of prolonging life, and certainly his own long life and 
devotion to it was a standing proof of its truth. The writer has often heard 
him assert that he thoroughly believed that every day he was able to spend in 
his favourite pastime would add one day more to his life, and he continued to 
follow this life—prolonging practice whilst physical strength wouldallow. The 
Derbyshire Derwent was Mr. Hutchinson’s favourite stream, and fly-fishing for 
trout and grayling his favourite sport ; yet, as he got older and less able to bear 
the fatigues of this method of angling, he developed a strong liking for pike- 
fishing. His later days were more frequently spent in the pursuit of this fish 
than in that of the grayling. For many years he had preserved a drain in the 
flat country between Doncaster and the Isle of Acholme, and by his efforts had 
made it one of the best pike waters in that celebrated pike country. Many and 
many are the days he has spent sober there, and late in the evening has returned 
to Sheffield laden with one or more fine piscine treasures which he delighted to 
show his friends as the rewards of his prowess. Besides being a business man 
and an angler, he early allied himself with the Cutlers’ Company, Sheffield, and 
in 1857 became its Master. In April, 1858, he was elected a Guardian of the 
Poor, and in November of the same year he was returned to the Town Council, 
and in 1877 made an Alderman—public posts he filled to his death. A lover of 
nature, he was also passionately fond of flowers and fruits, and his gardens and 
greenhouses were always sources of infinite pleasure, particularly after his 
retirement from business in 1862, after half a century’s connection withit. Mr. 
Hutchinson had for many months been confined to his house by infirmity, and 
died at his residence in Broomhall Park, Sheffield, on Saturday, at the ripe old 
age of 87. He was buried at Ecclesall, near Sheffield, on Wednesday, in the 
presence of a vast number of his political, social, and other friends. 








NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


(SPECIALLY compiled for the FisHinc Gazerte by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 
10683.—W. Rapcuirre, of London, for “Improvements in Folios for the 

better Carrying and Preserving of Artificial Flies and other Lure used in 
Angling.” 
10813.—R. ALpDous, of Essex, for ‘‘ The Fittings of the Jaws of Gaff.” 
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THE WHITBY SmA-SALMON FisHERY.—The salmon fishermen of Whitby have 
for some time been agitating for an extension of time for catching salmon and salmon- 
trout with the netatsea. They have gained the ear of Mr. Ernest W, Beckett, M.P. for 
the Whitby Division, and that gentleman has actively interested himself in the 
matter. The other day Mr. Berrington, Chief Inspector of Fisheries, paid a visit to 
Whitby, and made private inquiries of fishermen and of others likely to give 
reliable information and offer more or less valuable suggestions bearing on the 
subject. It is understood that the Inspector did not express his own opinion on the 
matter ; but simply devoted himself to acquiring trustworthy information. The 
fishermen, however, seem to be of opinion that some concession will be granted to 
them ; but at the same time, even should this be granted, it is scarcely likely that 
it will take effect this season. It is thought probable that the result of the present 
ee a fishery will have some bearing on the final decision of the autho- 
rities—J. J. J, 
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A member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, who is just back from his salmon river in 

Norway, says: ‘‘ Very bad season there for sport. I have a record of only 

456lb., averaging 17lb., against 1,138lb., averaging 18lb., last year. All the 

rivers are alike, and no one can account for it.” 
ES a g a 

“Red Spinner,” who has been fishing the Annan, says : “‘ Water low, clear, 
and hopeless. Nota salmon ; but [ have, in the week—picking up one here 
and another there, but never once getting the fish fairly on—killed to date 
thirty-two brace mixed sea-trout, herling, aud brown-trout—mostly herling. 
All with fly, of course.” 
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Makers of eyed-hooks, both turned-down and ¢urned-up, should see that 
the eye end fits close to shank. We quite agree with a correspondent, who 
says: “ One of the worst features of the eyed-hook is that so many have to be 
thrown away on account of the turned-back portion of the shank which forms 
the eye not being close up to the shank.” But it is unpardonable when fly- 
dressers dress flies on these defective hooks, and, from our own experience, we 
know they occasionally do. 
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When friend John brings home a fine eel and, with pride in every feature, 
displays it to his admiring family, he little thinks of the domestic turmoil 
which will arise the following day, when, after angry raurmurings in the cool- 
and-airy department, the cook bursts into the dining-room with the eel, fear- 
fully mangled, in her hands, exclaiming that “ it ain’t her place to skin fish, 
and, if master wants the thing cooked, he'll have to skin it hisself.” By the 
said John, and others situated like him, a few words on eel-skinning may be 
appreciated. The process is by no means a difficult one if the skinner sets about 
it the right way ; but persons ignorant of the art suffer almost as much as the 
eel under the process. 
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The whole secret is in fixing the head of the eel. Hither make a hole through 
his nose, put a piece of string through it and hang it on to a nail, or run the 
prong of a carving fork—not necessarily the best—through its nose and into 
the kitchen table ; next cut the skin round the neck of the eel close to its head, 
turn the edges of the skin over, take hold of it with both hands, and the rest 
comes off as if it were a glove. 
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It is not so very long ago that waders were almost unknown. Our hardy 
ancestors “ went in,” and cared nothing for the chilly water ; but we have 
changed all that now, and to find a fly-fisher who does not possess a pair of 
waders of some kind or another is almost as rare as to find a gentleman among 
the proprietors of Thames steam-launches. Are we any better off for the inven- 
tions of the makers of waterproof clothing ? Certainly, the answer must be in 
the affirmative ; yet our ancestors suffered from gout, while we, to be in the 
fashion, have to complain of rheumatism. There is a very solemn discourse on 
the dangers of wading, coupled with high living, in “ Salmonia ”—a book which 
was written at a time when waders were just coming into vogue. 
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Halieus, the accomplished fly-fisher of the party, whom the others foolishly 
made president at their dinner, forbids Ornither to have more than half a pint 
of claret at his meal, and exclaims, “ I have known several free livers who have 
terminated their lives by apoplexy, or have been rendered miserable by palsy, 
in consequence of the joint effects of cold feet and too stimulating a diet. . . . 
Be guided by me, my friends, and neither drink nor wade.” Halieus then tells 
an awful tale of a salmon-fisher who lost the use of his limbs at fifty by living 
too luxuriously and wading. To this Ornither replies, “ Well, I give up the 
wine, but I intend to wade in Handcock’s boots to-morrow.” Halieus does not, 
however, approve of the “ingenious waterproof inventions”: ‘‘ Wear them, but 
do not wade in them,” he says; “the feet must become cold in a stream of 
water constantly passing over the caoutchouc and leather, notwithstanding the 
thick stockings.” 
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How would Halieus and “ Gilnockie” have got on ? 
% ® * % * 

We may, perhaps, smile as we read Halieus’ little sermons ; but there’s some- 
thing in what he says, for all that. In some waders the feet get cold very 
quickly, in others not at all ; and, as a rule, anglers, in purchasing these articles, 
do not give a thought as to the temperature of the water in which they are to 
be used. Warmest of all is probably the long indiarubber boot, the lower haif 
of which is lined with thick felt, Next to this for warmth come the wading 
stockings, which are black outside and of a warm woollen material within. 
Anglers going to the North, or grayling-fishing in winter in the South, cannot 
be too warm about the feet ; but for summer trout-fishing in the South the 
ordinary unlined wading stocking is sufficient. Salmon-fishers should remember 
that they often have to stand a considerable time in fairly deep-running water, 
and that therefore they in particalar should wear waders made as warm as 
possible—at any rate, up to the knee. For Devonshire, Welsh, or Scotch moor- 
land trout streams light waders will usually suffice, for the angler is more out 
of the water than in it, and does not stand for any length of time in one place. 
One of the coldest things to do—next to winter salmon-fishing—in the way of 
wading is to stand in a Scotch hill lake casting for trout. If your position is 
just where some little mountain stream runs in, the water will be icy cold. 
Never wade on a very full or very empty stomach, and never leave the whisky 
flask at home, is sound advice. 
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The growth of weeds this year in our southern streams is something terrible, 
many rivers being literally choked with them. Without the iniquitous and 
much-abused wood-cutter, angling would have been at a standstill a month ago 
on some waters. 
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We understand that, in consequence of the prevalence of winds and lowness 
of water, very few steam-launches have been able to navigate the Upper Thames 
between Pangbourne and Oxford for some weeks past. So we have to thank 
the @zy, hot summer for something, after all. 

* * . * * * 

A salmon was caught in Col. Hutton’s net at Gale Burton, on August 11, 

weight 36lb., length 3ft. 10in., width at shoulders 2ft. 2in. 
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PALE YELLOW DYE WANTED. 


S1x,—Would any of your readers kindly inform me how to dye a white rabbit's 
lug a pale yellow or primrose colour? I am sorry I have had no response as to 
where I-could obtain a small piece of marten’s yellow fur.—I am, &e.,  - 

163, Lord-street, Southport, Aug. 9th. J. T, HORSLEY. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their’ Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CuUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

THE RENTING AND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE.—The monthly meeting took 
place on Monday evening last, at 7.30, G. H. Field, chairman. The minutes of the 
previous meeting having been confirmed, a discussion took place as to the time of 
meeting. It was decided that in future, in consequence of the increasing work to 
be carried out by this committee, the chair be taken at 7.30 p.m. instead of 
8 o'clock as before. The chairman gave his report as to the progress being made 
for the preservation of the river Stort, the fixing of notice-boards along the river, 
&e. It was also decided that two keepers be employed on the Uxbridge and Langley 
fisheries ; the persons who had offered their services for that duty to be summoned 
to attend at the next meeting. Three members of the committee were appointed 
to wait on the proprietor of what has been reported to be a good fishery, with a view 
of renting it for the members of the Anglers’ Association. The meeting of the general 
committee took place at 9 o’clock, W. H. Beckett, vice-president, as chairman, The 
usual business was gone through, and a new society, the Golden Carp, duly enrolled. 
This society holds its meetings at the One Tun, Great Saffron-hill, H.C. 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next at 8,30,— 
R, GHURNEY, sec, 








cay VISITING List (SOUTHERN DISTRICT). 

Societies on this list are respectfully reminded that the next visit is to the Anchor 
and Hope Angling Society, held at the William the Fourth, Canal Bridge, Old Kent- 
road, 8.H., on Monday, Aug. 15.—JoHN SmitH (D.O.) 

‘ ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 7s. 9d. from 
Mr. G. Luff, of the St. George’s Angling Society. Notice : The draw for the Greville 
Fennell picture will take place on Friday, August 26th. All outstanding books 
must be returned on or before Saturday, August 20th.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ATHENAUM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Nearly all our members have been on the warpath of late, and many of them had 
excellent sport. Among those we must name Dr. Spurgin and Dr. A. C. Tucker, 
Dr, Spurgin especially having some fine roach, the largest of which is to be honoured 
by preservation. Mr. H. G. Osborne also had a roach weighing 2lb. Mr. 8. C. 
Harding and Mr. William Harding have had a splendid take, the former having over 
25lb. of roach, with chub and a few good perch in addition. Mr. T. Crumplen and 
Mr. E. Bennett have both had good shows. Messrs. A. W. Hale, J. B. Smith, and 
several other members report similar results, notwithstanding the drawbacks common 
to all angling owing to the drought. Dr. Tucker and Mr. S. C. Harding have taken 
some good trout during the season. We commence a series of readings in October, 
to which all angling friends are invited, when Dr. Spurgin, Mr. T. Crumplen, Mr. 
8. C. Harding, and others have promised their assistance. Dr, Spurgin will read the 
first paper of the series, particulars of which will shortly be announced, and notices 
sent to members in due course.—T. P. C. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

_ Wednesday, August 10th, Mr. R. Atchison in the chair. The minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting were submitted, confirmed, and signed. Membership increased. The 
debate on the “ Bisexuality of the Perch” was opened by Mr. Harry Dunn, and 
although the positive assertions of Pennell and Manley that the perch is herma- 
phroditical, found many supporters, others, including Mr. E. Green, accepted the 
views of Dr. Giinther and Dr. Francis Day. Mr. E. Green said there was evi- 
dently a difference of opinion on this subject, even by the eminent authorities 
quoted ; and although the society had not arrived at any definite conclusion, he was 
of opinion that discussions of this description were not only instructive to, but ele- 
vated the tone of, a society. The next debate is fixed for Wednesday, the 24th inst. 
Since last report sport in this society has not been good. Mr. Harry Dunn and Mr. 
E. Coleman, fishing at Horley on Monday last, the 8th inst., had rather a rough time 
of it. Mr. Dunn, to avoid the friendly relationship (?) extended by a colt, took a 
compulsory sensational header into 16ft. of water. Mr. Coleman, unaware that the 
professor (Mr. Dunn) was proficient in the art of swimming, followed suit to the 
rescue. ‘To add tothe unenviable plight, on landing they were satirically interro- 
gated by a yokel, “’Ave yo’ been hookin’ ’um on”? A show of roach by Mr. HE. Green 
on the 5th inst. is worthy of note.—JoHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

; BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 5th inst., Mr. G. C. Pocock presided, supported by Mr. Geo. Bryan 
as vice. The previous week’s minutes having been read and confirmed, several 
other business matters were disposed of, the chief of which was the arrangement 
for an outing on Sunday, August 28th. The spot selected on Mr. Pocock’s pro- 
position was Maidenhead, the match to be a roving one, The weighing-in on the 
7th was indeed a meagre one, only two members showing up with fish—viz., Mr. S. 
Wertheim, bream and roach, 6lb. 7}oz., and Mr. S. Bryan, one barbel.—J, DEPLIDGE, 


hon, sec, 

BETHNAL GREEN UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 
© On the 7th inst. our trays were well filled, the result of the outing making a very 
fine show. Mr. Wm. Lewis, the founder of our club, weighed ina very fine specimen 
of perch scaling 2lb, 30z., out of the river Lea at Rye House. Mr. Thomas Gripton 
had a fine show of bream from Dagenham Lake, weighing 11lb, 50z.—J. H., HAZEL- 


DINE, hon, sec. 
BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a few fish on the 7th inst., the best takes being had by Mr. Jamieson, with 
8lb. of roach and dace, the heaviest going 1lb.; and Mr, Ashley, 3lb, roach and 
dace, the heaviest dace going 80z. The Little Independent Angling Society paid us 
a visit on Wednesday last, the 10th, and presented to our club a very handsome 
prize to be fished for.—J. J. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th inst. we fish a match for four prizes, the place to be selected at the 
meeting previous. On Monday, the 15th, a smoking concert will take place at the 
club-house for the benefit of Mr. A. Frost, ‘who has unfortunately had the whole of 
his fishing gear stolen. Anglers or friends paying usa visit on that evening will 
receive a hearty welcome from the Bermondsey Brothers.—A. CONN, sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The monthly delegate meeting was held at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s-lane, 
on Friday week last, Mr. Kelly presiding ; Mr. C. E. Medcalf being unavoidably ab- 
sent in consequence of an accident. The minutes of the previous delegate meeting 
having been duly read and confirmed, a letter was read from Mr. W. H. Brougham 
thanking the association for its generous contribution to the funds of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, and expressing appreciation of the services rendered 
by its advocacy of the claims of that society upon angling clubs in general. A 
letter having been read from the secretary of the Amwell Magna Fishery, it was 


_ unanimously resolved to enrol that society on the books of the association, as was 


also the Thorney Weir Fishing Club at the last meeting. Another club was then 
added to the list, the Three P’s Trafalgar Angling Society, meeting at the Star and 
Garter. Mr. Crumplen gave a brief account of the resolutions arrived at at the 
meeting called by the Richmond Piscatorial Society in reference to the Mundella 
Act, in which he was followed by Dr. Spurgin, who corroborated, and expressed his 
satisfaction with the slight alterations suggested. Mr. Crumplen afterwards gave 
a lucid account of the steps taken to aid the passing of Fishing in Rivers Bill, and 
explained that although it was hardly possible that it could become law this 
session, he was not without hope that it might be reintroduced, and eventually pass, 
Col. Howard Vincent, M.P., wrote warmly in favour of it, and was endeavouring to 
get the block removed. Lord George Hamilton and others had promised to see what 
could be done in the same direction, With a little pressure another session they 





might succeed in defining what they believed to be the right of anglers to fish 
from the towpaths of rivers or streams in England where a right-of-way, to say the 
least, from time immemorial existed. Mr. Crumplen entered at length into the 
history and details of the Bill which was promoted by the Corporation of Notting- 
ham, and in so doing replied to some of the criticisms which had recently appeared 
upon it. Several delegates reported that they had written to members of Parlia- 
ment on the subject. Two members of the Mitre Angling Society attended, and 
gave an account of their fishing unknowingly in a private water, the proprietor of 
which had seized their rods, After fully hearing the case, it was resolved that the 
secretary should write an explanatory letter, and endeavour to get their rods re- 
stored, The meeting was well attended, and closed with the customary vote of 
thanks to the chairman. The secretary (Mr. W. J. Wade) reported a considerable 
further inciease in the number of tickets issued and paid for, and desired the dele- 
enies specially to note that his private address was now 132, Fort-road, Bermondsey, 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We had a poor attendance of members last meeting night. On the 7th inst., only 
three members weighed-in fish. Mr. Lee had a very handsome barbel, 41b. 14}0z., 
from the old shop, the Pike and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s End. Mr. Kirtland had 
a nice show of dace, and Mr. Maynard, roach.—A. CLARK. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of ovr members wer? out on the 7th inst., when the following gentlemen 
weighed-in some good fish—viz., Mr. Langton, bream ; Mr. F. Barrett, tench ; Mr. 
Jenner, bream; Mr, A. Barrett, roach and gudgeon; Mr. W. Jenkins, roach ; and 
Mr, Severn, bream, There will be a general meeting of this society on Wednesday 
evening next, the 17th inst.—H. PALMER, sec. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the above club was held at the One Tun, Great Saffron- 
hill, on the 5th inst, The minutes of the previous meeting and cash account were 
read and confirmed. An exhaustive programme for the remainder of the season in 
various waters, was arranged. Two of the members did good business in the Esher 
waters the previous week, taking on the 7th inst, nine bream, weighing 19%lb. On 
Monday, six bream, weighing 14lb. ; while four others sought the more distant field 
of sport at Pulborough ; but with indifferent success. The delegates to the Anglers’ 
Association (Messrs, G. Williams and T, G. Reynolds), attended on Monday evening 
last, with the result that we are now enabled to report our affiliation with that 
Association.—W, H, JOHNSON, sec. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 7th inst. we had some excellent shows of fish. Messrs, Trowbridge, roach, 
7lb, 120z.; Chapman, bream, 6lb. 1530z.; Geo. Crow, chub, barbel, and roach, 
6lb. 230z., amongst which was a nice chub, nearly 3lb,; Perkins, roach, 61b. 040z. ; 
Stoner, barbel, bream, and roach, 4lb. 8%0z.; De Perran, roach and jack, 2lb. 640z. ; 
C. Crow, one nice bream, 2lb. 1430z. ; A. Crow, roach and dace, 2lb. lloz, ; Harrison, 
roach and dace; Manley, roach ; and Green, roach.—9. B. L. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club fished a pegged-down match at Waltham on the 7th inst., 
the following being the winners in order :—Messrs. Devereux, W. Hall, W. Archer, 
R. Murphy, and W. Howe; several others got fish. Our return visit took place on 
the 9th, and was a grand success, our large room being well filled. Mr. P. Geen 
read his instructive paper during the evening, and was greatly applauded during the 
reading. A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Geen. Our annual dinner takes 
place at the Rye House on the 22nd inst.—R. MURPHY. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual fortnightly meeting was held on the 4th inst., Mr. J. H. Rich occupying 
the chair. The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, secre- 
tary read copy of the Bill to declare the law as to fishing in rivers, and stated that 
the petition sent out by the Anglers’ Association had been signed by their president, 
Mr. W. Carey, and duly returned to Mr. Ghurney; also that a letter had been 
written to Mr. Lafone, M.P., who had acknowledged same, and promised to do what 
he could for the benefit of anglers. Mr. Wood weighed-in on Friday last six bream, 
scaling 13lb.—W. K., 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the Tuesday’s meeting, Mr. F. M. Jonas, of Japan, in the chair, routine busi- 
ness disposed of. Mr. Parker reported visit to a likely place to secure. Mr. Norman, 
the take of 46 perch, weighing 2211b., the heaviest going 21b. ; also on the following 
day, 19 fish, weighing 10lb., largest perch, 141b., and roach, 1}lb. An offer was also 
reported as follows: Mr. Sowerbutts, sen., who is retiring from business, gives, on 
certain conditions, and for the benefit of the Anglers’ Benevolent Association, a best 
roach rod, while Mr, Sowerbutts, jun., offers a roach tackle case. The members then 
present determined to supplement these prizes by one of their own, to consist of a 
handsome anglers’ seat box. Full particulars of the competition will appear later. 
It was generally understood that Gresham members would attend, but would not 
compete.—G. C. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

My, A. Fish and Mr, Braham, jun., went out on May 7th, when the former gave a 
show of bream 41b, 13%0z., roach, 4$0z.; and the latter, roach 13{foz., bream, 
2lb. 1440z.—W. H. FENNER. 

HIGHBRIDGE ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The members of the above association will fish a contest in the river Brue on 
Saturday, Aug. 20th. The following gentlemen have kindly presented prizes :— 
Mr. A. J. Reed, Castle-street, Bristol ; Messrs. Sloper and Co., 6, West-street, Bristol ; 
Mr. R. B. Card, Coopers’ Arms, Highbridge ; R. Neville Grenville, Esq. ; and Messrs. 
Holt Bros., Burnham, The association will also subscribe a sum of £2. Members 
intending to compete are requested to forward me their names not later than the 
18th inst. Places will be drawn for in the club-room not later than 2 o’clock on the 
20th. Contest to last from 2.30’p.m., until 6.30 p.m.—J,. Brown, hon. sec. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Very poor show on the 7th inst., only two members weighing-in, T. Haycox, 
roach and dace, 5lb. 12%0z.; S. Cole, roach and dace, 2lb. 340z. The members will 
fish for the remaining prizes on the 14th inst. at Ware. The annual dinner will take 
place on August 28th, at the Pied Bull, St. Margaret’s.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for five special prizes on the 7th inst., at Weybridge. Mr. H. 
Butt secured first honours; Mr. T. Goodwins, second ; Mr. T. Harris, third; Mr. 
N. Martin, fourth ; Mr. C. Green, fifth. Three prizes were fished for on Wednesday 
(10th) between Carthegena Weir and Ratty’s Weir. Mr. W. H. Wheatley was first, 
Mr. J. H. Charters second ; only two of the prizes were taken.—H. B. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members have been out, but have not had much sport, the best take 
being that of Messrs. Keep and Smart, fishing together on the 7th inst., who got 
13lb, 120z. of roach, dace, and barbel, the takes by other members being very small. 
—C, SMART, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next meeting will take place at Rise House, Hornsey Rise, on Monday, 15th 

of August ; chair to be taken at half-past seven p.m.—C, H. KENNETT, hon. sec, 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

I have nothing to report this week beyond saying that we are having aday’s 
fishing to-morrow (Thursday, 11th) in the lake at Combermere Abbey ; this by the 
very kind permission of Lady Gooch. Rain is still conspicuous by its absence, and 
although threatening clouds gather in great force some time in each day the result 
is something like the Boulanger-Ferry duel. Can you not, O, Mr. Editor, invoke 
the clerk of the weather to relent and bestow upon us poor dried-out anglers a 
copious downpour? You may certainly assure him of the warmest thanks of the 
anglers in this very particular neighbourhood.—Rp. WOOLFALL, hon, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB, 
On the 7th inst. Mr. J. Underwood weighed in roach, jack, and tench; Mr. H. J, 
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Underwood, roach and jack, 9b. 1}oz. ; Mr. Greenwood roach going 14 and 15oz. 
each ; Mr, Edgerton, tench. All from Elstree.—W. GREENWOOD, secretary. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 7th inst. the following exhibited fish from the Arun, Thames, and Brent : 
_—Mr. H. Haine, bream; Mr. J. Smith, bream ; Mr. T. Hill, bream ; Mr. G, Hill 
roach; Mr. T. Line, roach and dace ; Mr. J. Wigley, roach and dace ; Mr. R. Smith, 
roach; and Mr,.J. Dayis had dace, making the gross weight up to about 201b. 
Notice has been received from the Wellington Angling Society, of Hill-street, Wal- 
worth, stating that the next S.L.U. return visit will be paid to this society on Tues- 
day, the 16th inst. Notice to members interested re “Sewer and Drain Fishing” : 
A discussion on this matter will take place on Wednesday, September 7—please, 
make a note of it,—PIXIE. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 10th inst, at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C., when Mr. J. Comley was elected a member. Since my last 
report, the following members have weighed-in fish—viz., Messrs. Rt. Sharpless, Rd. 
Sharpless, G. Bedford, T. Colombo, Piggott, Irwin, Bernard, and Draper. In addition, 
the following had fish, but did not weigh them in—viz., Messrs. Rt. Ward, H. Gay, and 
W. Ladd. Mr. Rt. Ward took over half a hundredweight of roach in three days. A 
competition will take place on the 28th inst. for a pair of fishing boots given 
by Messrs. Sharpless. The heaviest weight of roach during September will take a 
prize presented by Mr. EH. Bernard, Rather an exceptional incident happened to 
Mr. Rt. Sharpless on Bank Holiday, whilst ‘ledgering with a lobworm, The worm 
was taken by a perch about 2oz, in weight, the perch was swallowed by an eel under 
120z. On opening the eel another small perch was found. Surely such voracity as 
this in an eel does not often occur.—CHARLES PIGGOTT, sec. 

ST, GEORGE’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 7th we fished our second series of prizes at Walton, the result being : 
—Mr. Gibbs, first, with barbel, jack, and bream; Mr. Etherington, second, with 
bream, The two remaining prizes still stand good to be fished at the same place 
on the 14th inst., same conditions. Mr. Bailey had fish, but did not weigh, 
THIRSTY TIDDLER. 

SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 7th inst. we had a capital show of roach from the Lea, The principal 
contributors were Messrs, North, Tilbury, Wright, and Kidd jun. Mr. North’s being 
a very fine and even lot. He had the misfortune to leave his landing-net at home, 
or otherwise he would have landed a very fine tench, Mr, Tilbury’s fish was taken 
with the fly, whipping.—E. KIDD, sec, 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The next return visit on the above list will take place on Tuesday next, Aug. 16th, 
at the Wellington Angling Society, Prince George, Hill-street, Walworth.—J. 
CouRT, hon, sec. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

King’s Head, Gerrard-street, Shaftesbury-avenue. August 7th, one of our new 
members, Mr. Brody, weighed-in some roach, dace, and perch from the river Wye, 
which was not only his maiden show, but also the first fish weighed in in the new 
club-house. Tuesday, 9th, Mr. Cherry weighed in barbel and dace from the Thames. 
A committee-meeting is called for the 14th inst., at 9.30 p.m., to arrange prizes. 
Members are requested to turn up in force next Tuesday, as important business will 
be brought forward,—PELICAN. 

SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Taking into consideration the almost unsuitable weather we have had for fishing 
for some time past, I am happy to say our score has been most encouraging. One 
member in particular (Mr. Gearing) has been rolling them in. Only a fortnight 
sinee he captured in one day no less than 27lb., and that not from a punt, This 
gentleman nicely supplies the place of Mr, James, who is keeping quiet just now, 
but I expect he will burst out presently. Our quiet and undemonstrative member, 
Mr. Whittaker, pays a weekly visit to the Lea, and has been fairly rewarded there- 
from. Mr. Morris, our treasurer and landlord, was out last week and brought up a 
splendid tray of roach and dace, the largest dace going 930z. Messrs. Delhaye, 
Cantle, Kirwan, Goody, Stevens, Maish, and Gilbert, among others, have duly re- 
ported themselves likewise, and I hope as the season advances that the takes may be 
more plentiful. We registered two new members last week, and we are ever ready 
to open our doors to any worthy angler. We have an outing to-day at Kingston, 
but I shall be unable to announce the result this week. J oHN KIRWAN, sec,Aug. 11. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 7th inst., and were well 
amongst the roack and bream. H. Tyler, roach and bream; F. Morse, roach ; 
F, Watts, roach ; Payne and Currans, roach ; J. Payne, on Monday, roach. Members 
of the above will fish a match at Pulborough on Sept. 4th,—H. J. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

A fair number of members assembled on the 11th inst., Mr. Bayley presiding. The 
minutes were passed as read, We have a roving competition on the 21st inst. at 
Amberley, no member to go down before the 6.45 train from London Bridge on the 
morning of the same day, all fish to weigh. The series of prizes not taken on the 
11th inst. will be put on the list of September 8th. Mr. Crisp, sen., had a nice lot 
of bream and roach froin the Ouse on the 10th inst.—MILLER’S THUMB, 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next return visit of the South London Visiting List will be paid to this 
society, held at the Prince George, Hill-street, Walworth, on Tuesday next, the 
16th August, when we trust we may be favoured with the company of all old friends 
and brother anglers who can conveniently attend. A match will be fished on the 
14th inst. in the Mole, from the railway Bridge to Moulsey, for three prizes ; by 
train from Vauxhall 8.40. Members desiring to attend the excursion and dinner at 
the Anchor Hotel, Ripley, on Monday, Sept. 5th, will oblige by sending their names 
in as early as possible.—W. W. A. 
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IRISH NOTES. / 


Erne AND LouGH Mruvin.—The weather of the past week was altogether 
against angling, strong north-west winds prevailing and occasional heavy rain—in 
fact, the wind was so strong at times that it was almost impossible to geta line out ; 
put three anglers were on the river last week, so that the returns are small. Par- 
ticulars : Mr. B. P. Bates, on Monday, one salmon, 11lb., and a grilse of 7lb. ; on 
Tuesday, one grilse, 41b. ; on Wednesday, one salmon, 10lb., and a grilse of 41b. ; on 
Thursday, one salmon, 91b. ; on Friday, one salmon, 101b, ; on Saturday, one salmon, 
10lb., and a grilse of 4lb. Captain Barry, on Monday, one grilse, 6lb. ; on Wednes- 
day, one salmon, 83lb. Mr. Elis and a friend, on Saturday, three salmon, 14, 14, 
841b., and two grilse, 8 and 51b. Trout-fishing on Melvin is improving.—M, RoGAn, 
JuN., Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal, Aug. 10th. 


BALLYNAHINCH.—The sport on this fishery, after the heavy fall of rain last week, 
has been very satisfactory, some of the catches having been first-race. On Monday, 
Sth inst., Messrs. Debenham caught 7 salmon and 11 trout, being a total of 17 srlmon 
and 76 trout for the week. Major Malone, on Saturday, took two salmon and 24 
trout, and on Monday 22 trout, making a total for the week of two salmon and 114 
trout. Major Garrett yesterday took three salmon and 11 trout ; Majors Justice 
and Otway, 22 trout. ‘The lakes and rivers are now in capital order—HEnry W. 
REDMAN, Royal Hotel, Recess. 
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Tu Fishmongers’ Company have made a grant of fifty guineas to the Homes for 
Working Boys in London, 8, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.Q, 








Ava, 13, 1887. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





F, Cooper.—Go to Deal ; you can fish from the pier at a small charge. Take jack- 
rod and perch paternoster. See Mr, Sachs’ recent account of fishing at Deal. 


T, C., Manchester.—Send 6d. to W. H. Broughham, Esq., Pownall-gardens, Houn- 
slow, for the Blue Book of the Thames Angling Preservation Society. It gives 
the regulations of the fishery. The fishing in the Thames is free to all except 
in a few places. Gentles, red worms, lobs, Xc., are the usual baits. 

R, ELLincer.—The fishing in the Little Stour is all in private hands and preserved. 
You should join the New Stour Association, which now preserves the Stour 
from Canterbury to Sturry. It holds a good stock of fine trout, The annual 
subscription is only one guinea at present. Mr. F, C. Nash, 3, The Parade 
Canterbury, would doubtless send you the rules. 

PiscEs says :—‘‘ Can you recommend me a really good hotel near lower reaches of the 
Trent, and, if you can, a fisherman in the locality?” Will “ Pisces” say what 
part of the Trent he means? “ Lower reaches’ is too vague. 


R. Burouer, Chelsea.—At Frensham Ponds, near Farnham, you can get good 
perch-fishing ; a small charge is made, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, B, Pritt, 








[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions ewpressed by owr Correspondents. | 


PERCH-FISHING.—LAMPERNS SPAWNING. 


Srr,—Two English miles from the town of Omagh, in the co. Tyrone, there is 
a lake rejoicing in the name of Lough Muck; no piece of water deserves the 
name less, About a mile in length and a half across, itis of great depth in places, 
and the icy coldness of the water was hardly affected by the recent hot weather. 
A respectable-sized brook runs out at the lower end, and after a course of about 
a mile falls into the Drumragh river, a tributary of the Strule salmon river. 
Not a drop of water runs into the lake, and how it is fed is a great mystery 
to the country people. At the present time it has a broad, white margin of 
water-lilies right round ; again, outside that, another for miles of blue flax now 
in flower. When the latter is being steeped in ponds, made by blocking the 
course of some small brook, the used and dirty water kills all the fish for 
miles ; however, no flax-water gets into the lough, Perch, and the largest roach 
I ever came across, swarm in millions in it, and the perch at the present date 
are feeding eagerly on the fry ; black swarms of the latter can be seen through any 
opening in the water-lilies. The rivers here being stone dry, I wrote for the loan of 
the boat —the only one—and that not kept for fishing, as noone fishes the lake, but 
for d@uck-shooting in August. My first day, last Monday, I started fishing at 3 a.m. 
with two short rods (two hooks to each), and two beer-bottle corks for floats. I 
had, so I thought, enough worms, of sorts, for the entire day ; but by 6 a.m. I 
landed to dig some. On going to a farm to borrow a spade I was told to use the fins 
of the fish I had caught as bait, and that it was a much more deadly bait than worms. 
I went back to the boat and did as I was told; for every fin put on I gota perch, 
and once anecl, I went in for some experiments, and caught several fish with 
the eyes, stomach bags, and gills of those already in the boat; the 
gills were the best bait. One might imagine from this that the fish 
were starving, but all round the boat myriads of tiny fry could be seen. Every now 
and again the shoal of perch would ‘run a-muck” through them—“ all start at 
once” like—when the water, even within a foot of the gunwale, was alive with fish, 
several times I saw the individual pursued and pursuer, when I noticed that the 
perch’s back fin lay close down on his back. 

After the foray was over, a few back fins appeared above water sometimes, Looking 
up the lough, I could see several other perch at the same game, {[ left off fishing 
at llo’clock, when my capture consisted of 344 perch and one eel. Ido not count 
seyeral thrown back, nora great many which dropped off on hitting the other side 
of the boat. My rods were too long, being two 10ft. pike rods ; the most comfortable 
rod for this work is an old jcarriage whip. I was shown,a perch killed by a boy 
with a stone ; it had been dead in the roasting sun for two days, but weighed a little 
over 231b. on my knife balance. None of my bag came up to this. Isaw many as 
large, and larger ; but they are so thick that the moment the bait touches the water 
the smaller and more active fish has it. 

I tried to give one old chap with a scar a chance to visit dry land; but although 
he was evidently quite willing, his ticket was snapped up before he could push his 
way through the crowd to it. Last Wednesday I went out again, This time a 
friend joined me. Most of his fish were killed on the fly, or rather flies, for he had ten 
up just as we were leaving. Several times he landed four fish at once, and once I 
really believe he must have had ten, for he landed four on the top flies, leaving the 
half of his cast in others as it broke. Starting to fish at 8 a.m., we left off at 
1 o’clock with 507 perch. The fish, as perch, are splendid specimens, I remember a 
prize being offered some years ago for a 2lb. roach; some I saw in this lough 
exceed that weight, but are exceedingly difficult to catch—at least, I tried hard, 
without success. 
walking could not be imagined. The car fare from Omagh, where there are 
excellent hotels and private apartments, is 1s. 6d. each way. I was shown a house 
on the shores of the lake, and told the people would be very glad to get a tenant 
for some of the rooms; but the appearance of the place and of some of the inhabi- 
tants, whom I saw gathering the lilies, belies my information. 

Re Lamperns. We have one of the species here, now in the act of spawning. The 
redds or beds made by them in the gravel fords are larger, deeper, and rounder 
than those made by salmon. I have spent hours watching them this season. They 
work the same as salmon, except that they carry away the larger stones literally in 
their mouths. One of several I killed with a 12ft. trout-rod, by hooking it in the 
back with a Devon minnow, weighed 5lb. Since then I have seen far larger ones 
slain by boys with sticks, The common eel-like lamprey is common enough in 
Ireland ; but I have never met this one before, and should like to know something 
about the fish. It is a most repulsive-looking object—body a sort of yellowish- 
brown, covered with black and liver-coloured blotches, a mane for a fin nearly an 
inch high, the tail broader than the body, and an “ inside-of-a-tulip ’’-looking 
mouth, I noticed they have no slime, do not possess the power of twisting or tying 
knots, and that the ova is yery abundant, small, round, and of a grey pepper colour, 
with a very queer smell.—I am, &c., Pour DI&E0, &e, - 


METHODS OF FLY-FISHING. 
Srr,—The discussion as to the relative merits of dry and wet-fly fishing seems to 
be gravitating to the conclusion that the one system is successful on one stream, or 
on certain stretches of it, under particular circumstances of water and weather, and 





that the other prevails under conditions that are nearly or exactly the reverse. How-. © 


ever, the humour of the trout, or rather his inclination to take whatever food is 
most available, is the matter that must determine the modus opera ndi for the hour 
And as to the issue, that will greatly depend whether trout are really feeding or not. 
A hungry trout is a creature of impulse, and the fish that darts for food with 
lightning speed will not for a trifle be pulling himself up to think (and under such 
circumstances extreme lightness of tackle, though not undesirable, is not all im- 
portant) ; but if he catches a glimpse of the fisherman, he will certainly swerve out 
of his course, or finish his rush with closed lips, " 

Of the two systems, wet-fly fishing seems to come between dry-flying and fishing 


A more enjoyable place for a stout London angler not fond of. 





eT 











Aug. 13, 1887. 


with bait ; but not midway by any means. It, however, resembles bait-fishing in 
that the lure, for the most part, passes out of sight, and the intimation that a fish 
has taken the fly is received from the check of line, as otherwise from the move- 
ment of the float. The striking with a wet fly must be a quicker movement than 
when dry-flying, and is most certain when the fly is worked up stream, with the 
point of the rod near the surface, and the line thus held at its fullest stretch. 

Dry-flying is a matter of sight from beginning to end, and hence every part of the 
process is the result of observation, thought, and design, A particular fish is stalked, 
and then the duel between man and fish comes off under circumstances more fayour- 
able to the fish than when angled for by other methods. The gut-is better seen by 
the fish on the surface than in mid-water, and this gives the fish a proportionate 
increase of advantage. Again, a fish is always the more timid and circumspect the 
nearer it is to the surface—unless when very near a bank—and this makes for dry- 
flyers another element of difficulty. And may it not also be assumed, since trout 
obtain a greater variety of food and more substantial fare below the surface than on 
it, that the main business of feeding takes place below, to the benefit of the wet- 
fly method, and that those trout which, balancing themselves a few inches below 
the top of the water, take now and then a dun if it passes directly over them, are 
not, for the most part, very intent on feeding, and hence the more cautious and 
circumspect ? 

That very much more accurate and delicate casting is required in using a dry fly 
than a wet one hardly requires mention ; and if the more the difficulties in number 
and the greater in degree the greater the charm, then dry-flying is certainly the 
most charming of all methods.—I am, &c., G. E.S, 





LOCH CORR.—LURES FOR TROUT, 


Srr,—In the second year of my experience as an angler (1866) I arrived at two 
conclusions—viz., (1) that there is no difference between the common trout and the 
sea-trout, these two forms being the same species and same race ; and (2) that troots 
are nae half sae partickler aboot flees as we are—and from that year till now nothing 
has transpired to shake the accuracy of my conclusions, 

For upwards of 12 months I have discussed various subjects, both in your columns 
and elsewhere, bearing on the former problem, and nothing has been adduced by any 
correspondent, even including Dr, Day, to shake my conviction, but a great deal in 
favour of the problem, were it nothing else than the contradictory evidence of 
authorities. I find, however, that Mr. W. Murdoch, in your issue of the 4th of 
June, writing about Loch Corr and the means taken to stock that loch with 
trout, takes exception to the keeper, MacDonald, using any contrivance to 
prevent trout fry put into the “strind” of that loch from descending— that 
the tendency of such fry is to go up-stream, His words are a “ wholly 
unnecessary precaution, as the tendency is not to descend.” It would 
be interesting were Mr. Murdoch to explain the matter further, and how he can 
defend the position he has taken up; and I have no doubt, contributing so fre- 
quently and so well to your columns, he will readily do so. It is not clear to me what 
he means by the word /ry. According to Walker, in whom I have great faith, the 
meaning is a swarm of young fishes just hatched. What his idea of Sry is remains 
to be explained. Meantime it would be uncourteous on my part to pass further 
criticism until we have particulars. The keeper, described as “a keen little Celt,” 
did, in the circumstance, in my opinion, what very few would neglect, 

Being for several years more taken up with the natural history of the trout than 
with the best artificial lures for their capture, I said nothing on the subject hitherto 
in your columns about the latter, nor would I on the present occasion state a word 
on the subject were it not that every other week some correspondent gives a new 
prescription for a fly for this and that loch and stream of sucha gaudy description, 
that the wonder is that any sensible or educated trout wouldlook at them,and I have no 
hesitation in stating that unless trout are numerous and on the feed, such unseemly 
flies would be almost useless. Fly-dressers finish the fly, if I mistake not, by fasten- 
ing the wing, and apply a little varnish to the butt of the feather or head as a 
necessary precaution, else the wings would give way before the gut was half worn, 
and even, although the varnish is applied, in the majority of cases the dressing gives 
way before the gut is half worn, Were my mode of fastening on the wing adopted 
by dressers, this would not occur. I fasten the butt of the wing the opposite way, 
turn back the feather and separate into two parts, pass the thread two or three times 
between the wings, and two or three turns at the end of the shank, the last turn 
between the shank and the gut, then fasten on the hackle, and finish the rest of the 
bédy. The wings of a fly made in this manner never give way, nor is any varnish 
necessary. The advantage of sucha fly is that it is more natural-like, more durable, 
and improves in shape by use. My objection to shop flies is that they are by far 
too gaudy, and too much material used in the dressing for the size of the hook.—I 
am, &c., W.M. 

Elgin. 

(There is nothing new in this method of putting on wings.—ED., | 





WANSTEAD BASIN. 

S1r,—Beyond doubt there are carp in the Wanstead “Basin.” For the past nine 
years I have watched the fish when they were spawning, and have spotted many 
large carp—no mistaking them for tench, So far this season, I can only speak of 
one carp as captured, I should like to show “Watch Float”.a very pretty carp 
from the Basin, hooked by a friend and landed by myself, The same was “ put up ” 
in grand style by Cooper (331b., tight line). 

The eels are to be got live-baiting with small roach, which roach should be from 
other waters, I have seen any number of smald tench, but they are not to be caught. 
Ihave never taken one under 1lb, How is this? The weeds have been cut.— 
I am, Xc., GRASSHOPPER, 


LOCH SHIN. 

S1r,—I left Lairg on August 2nd, having had six days’ fishing on Loch Shin. 
Lairg is a starting-point for tourists to the north and west, and few people stay 
there more than a day or two in order to fish Loch Shin, and yet I am persuaded 
that it is well worth a prolonged fishing. 

It is with great pleasure that i can endorse all that Mr. Murdoch has said about 
the courtesy, &c., of the worthy host, Mr, Butters. The Sutherland Arms Hotel is 
most comfortable, the feeding exceilent, and the charges moderate. Mr. Murdoch 
advises fishermen to try Loch Beannoch and Loch Craggie. While I was there the 
first fished very badly, and the latter was strictly preserved. Mr. M. also says that 
Mr. Butters has flies for “‘ his own lochs and streams,” I never heard of any such 
streams, 

The river Shin is strictly preserved, and a fisherman is practically shut up to Loch 
Shin. Loch Beannoch is a five or six-mile walk over the hill, and has to be bespoke, 
as it has a good reputation and is much fished, I know little or nothing of loch- 
fishing, yet Idid fairly well. My best day as to numbers was five dozen, of which 
twenty-seven were put back as under 7in, I got nothing over $lb.; but the gillie 
again and again told me that the fish were not rising. He considered the fishing 
bad every day. I was satisfied. 

But I felt sure that there was a great deal to learn in loch-fishing, though I could 
not get anyone to enlighten me, Hvyeryone seemed satisfied with “the chuck and 
chance” system. ThatI did better on my last day than on the others I believe 
was due to mental notes which I had made of weather, loch, and flies—e.g., I found 
that Hechem-Pecham killed ten fish for one taken by teal and red: that Hechem- 
Pecham with silver twist did better than with green body, and that it beat the Zulu. 
The weather was stormy, and I suppose that the silver twist showed best in the 
rough water. 

Cannot Mr, Murdoch give us some hints as to the connection between the 
taking flies and the weather? What bothers me is that these big flies are totally 
unlike anything natural, and that no one fishes with imitations of the flies that 
pre on the loch, Can anyone throw light on this point? 
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But my chief object in now writing is this: I wish to recommend Loch Shin to 
anyone who is meditating a trip in September, and does not know where to go. I 
am told that August is the worst fishing month, but that September pays well. 

I believe that if anyone will give the locha good trial, they will be thoroughly 
well pleased. Suitable flies can be bought at the hotel or post-office, 2d. each. TI 
fished chiefly with a 90z. very pliable American split cane, 11ft. ; but I found that 
on stormy days I wanted a stouter and stiffer rod. I think that a 13ft. greenheart 
would be satisfactory if not too heavily built. For trolling it is advisable to have 
not less than 60 yards of line, but 30 are ample for fly-fishing. As a gillie, I can 
thoroughly recommend Hugh Buchanan—a more willing and attentive boatman 
could not be found. By the way, it is not well to have too fine gut casts, as the 
fish often get the casts into a terrible tangle. At the same time, I cannot help 
thinking that the gut on which the flies are tied is needlessly thick. 

A third-class return ticket to Lairg costs £3 10s, It is just two days’ journey 
from London, in all from 19 to 20 hours’ travelling. The hotel charges are 2s, 6u. 
breakfast, 3s. 6d. dinner, 8d. sandwiches, 4s. bed and attendance, 1s. boat, Is. 6d. 
gillie’s lunch, and 3s, 6d. the gillie. An intending visitor may thus calculate his 
expenses very exactly. When he gets to Lairg and hears of other places he may be 
tempted to push on, He will then do well to write or telegraph fora bed. Accom- 
modation is limited in some of these Highland places, 

It was very cold whilst I was at Lairg. We had frost two nights, Yesterday 
week I slept under five blankets! It will not do to go without warm clothing. 

Finally, no intending fisherman will repent taking an air cushion,—I am, &c¢., 

London, W220 


P.S.—There is no fishing from the side of the loch except by wading, and I did 
not think that worth trying. I may add that before I went to Lairg I had been 
fishing the Don at Alford, but though I had one or two good days, the river was too 
low for much sport. If we have a wet September, I believe it will fish splendidly, 





DRY FLY v. WET FLY. 

Srr,—I have read the correspondence in your columns under this head with much 
interest with a great deal of sympathy for the disputants on both sides ; but out of 
the controversy this proposition seems to me to rise clear that, “ anatomical mon- 
strosity”” and “absurdity” though the “veal floater” may be in the eyes of a 
North-Country wet-fly fisher, it is yet taken by the trout as it rides down cocked on 
the even flow of a chalk stream for some natural Dun or Spinner, The South- 
Country trout are no fools, andit must be, therefore, that the floater, being mainly 
in another medium (the air), must present a different appearance to the fish under 
the surface to what it would if it were sunk, 

I should like to ask Mr, EH, M, Tod if he has ever held up a starling’s wing feather 
to a candle or lamp, and observed the beautiful transparency and iridescence of the 
fibre? 

I should like to subject a number of anglers of both persuasions to this test. 
Let someone out of sight set floating down among a number of live olive Duns 
a few of Holland’s imitations, and let the angler judge with the naked eye from 
casting distance—say, 35 to 30ft.—which was the natural and which the artificial! 
I would be bound there would be some amusing mistakes, 

You will have gathered from the foregoing that my predilections are in 
favour of the dry-fly method. It was the first I ever practised, and I always 
try it even for chub and dace where the surface is smooth enough to permit it,— 
Iam, &c., VAL CONSON. 





Sir,—I am somewhat surprised at the warmth of your two correspondents, Mr 
Gedney and Mr. Hall. I really thought that I had written in such a way that the 
disciples of the dry-fly system would see that I was not aiming my club at them, 
In a word, my object was to show that I think the dry-fly disciples are apt to fancy 
there is no skill in the use of the wet fly—“ dangling a wet fly down-stream, &c.” 

My contention is not that all floating flies have huge bunches of wings and 
hackle, for I well know that this is not so, I have a collection of perfect beauties 
by Holland lying by me, and who can tie a better floater? I was singling out some 
really bunchy flies which that master hand tied for me for special floating purposes, 
and in which he excels, and I ventured to say that I fancy our shy Northern trout 
would bolt at the sight of them ; I still believe that this would be so. 

Mr. Hall places me on too high a pedestal. I am a good all-round wet-fly 
fisherman, with no particular desire to pose as anything special. If I did, my 
friends, the Tweed trout, would soon knock the conceit out of me. I admire dry-fly 
fishing where it is in its proper sphere, and I emphatically disclaim all ungenerous 
jealousy, though I must haye my little joke! Why not?—I am, &c., E. M. Top, 


AN APPEAL. 

Srr,—I shall be glad if you will allow me to state in your columns that Mr. A. 
Roland Knight, the painter of fish and of fishing subjects, has had so little 
encouragement in his work that he is forced to make an application to the Artists’ 
Benevolent Fund. 

Mr. Roland Knight isa very faithful painter of fish, and his pictures are made 
all the more interesting by well-selected backgrounds, and frequently by representing 
some incident in fish life, 

In the hope that some of your readers may be induced to send him orders (his 
prices are very moderate),—l am, &e.. 

W. H, Corriexp, M.A., M.D, (Oxon.). 

19, Savile-row, W., August 10th. 

P.S.—His address is 8, Louisa-terrace, Downsfield-road, Walthamstow, E. 


THE “ECLIPSE” SPINNER. 

Srr,—Having seen your notice of Mr, Alfred Morriss’s spinner in your issue of 
16th ult., [am somewhat surprised that the credit of the “improvement on said 
spinner ” is coolly taken by Mr. M. The fact of the matter is, however, that Mr. A. 
Hintze, editor of Sporten here, found the Hclipse, as originally sent out by Mr. 
Morriss, to be inconvenient, and Mr. Hintze accordingly made two cuts in the metal 
head of spinner, and handed the “ Hclipse” to me, and when I ordered from Mr. 
Morriss Iinclosed the “ Eclipse ” as improved, and told Mr. M. to make all baits for me 
as per sample sent. This he has done, and the “Improved Eclipse” is much liked. 
The hooks are also differently fixed on the “Improved Eclipse,” this also as 
suggested by Mr. H. For the information of your. readers, I may mention that to 
use the “ Improved Eclipse” properly, the first treble hook should be fixed in body 
of bait, whilst the remaining hooks swing free. 

Having had the pleasure of introducing this “Improved Hclipse” to lovers of 
“ye gentle art” in Finland, I therefore take the liberty of writing you the fore- 
going, and when I state that Mr. Hintze has no interest, pecuniarily or otherwise, 
in this matter,excepting a sportsman’s interest in getting for himself and others 
the best fishing-tackle obtainable, I have nothing to add but to apologise for 
troubling you herewith.—I am, &c., ONNI LINDEBACK, 

Helsingfors, Aug. 1, 





GREASE ON GUT. 

Sin,—A short time ago I married a yard and a half of gut, tapered from stout 
salmon to fine medium gut, to the end of my casting-line, I used it to complete the 
taper down to the ordinary fine gut cast, and it wore well until one day I rubbed 
my silk casting-line with some of Messrs, Haton and Deller’s red deer fat. Next 
week the gut point was so brittle that it splintered in several places whilst I wes 
unwinding it from the reel, and I had to discard it at once. It would not have held 
held a Gin, dace, I can only attribute this to the grease.—I am, &c., 

VAL Conson, 
[ Messrs, Hutchinson, of Kendal, make sneck-bend eyed-hooks,—Eb. | , 





(The remainder of CORRESPONDENCE will be found on page 97.) 
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THe NEW “ACME” LINES 


wrexwationat ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— a 
owes’ Gash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not ;/ +. 

; deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 

sf a, they are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 






























Authorities. 











Without above Mark SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST 
ot Genaiiaieae Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FrnuD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“T have used the ImpRoveD ‘Aon’ Linz last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr, Cholmondcley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s.3d.and 1s. 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies,. 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“J find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”’—From the FISHING GAZETIE 


September, 1886. 
= * ” * . . * ” 
sition of Hooks as Online RA eee “My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making. 
_ seen from Wing from beneath, when on 


~ Points. ace Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes 4s, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
Wholesale Lists (to the Trade only), 2 stamps. 














ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


rice beara oe Hed ua Angling Reminiscences, 
FISHING TACKLE iy 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, FRANCIS FRANCIS, 
6 & i, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, EC, Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. Can be had post 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. free by sending stamps to 


ANGLERS, OBSERVE !! | SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 


‘Ye Pluckie Perch ” 188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 


Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle FOR T HE i I ( KL A N D N ! ! 
ee 


BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, ls. 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
Loch Flies, large selection, including Mr, Murdoch’s Specialities for Sutherland, 2s. to 3s. 


from 2s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 

prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each, BOTTOM and 

SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from i : > . A 

6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and = dozen ecg res re aerate hese — pte Sorbent? phe: killed salmon), 93. a 

tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from ls.; with adjustable check, powertél Grslaneas ‘ me ‘tortone easting! Moe eis odin, Bente Ohece tel eee 

5s, ; uitto Motal, with check, from 2s,. GUT CASTING LINEA, 5 yards, 34. each; best,4gd, | HOOKS; yards Grilse waterproof silk line from 4s. 6d. ; best prepared Waterproof Silk Line for trous 
(strong enough for salmon), from 2s. 6d. per 20 yards ; Brown’s Ph intoms, trout sizes,2s, 6d. 

fingle Gut Spinning Traces, 1s.and 1s 6d. Treble Gut Traces, ls. 64. 


best, on gut, from 5d. dozen. FLIES, best Trout, ls. per dozen. 
FOR THE SRA!! 


*SPECIALITY.—PLAITED SILK LINES (warranted pure) :—Fine, 30yds., 9d.; 40yds., 1s. . Medium, 
Sixty yards Sea Line, 1s. 6d. ; 80 yards, 2s.; 100 yards, 2s, 61. Cast of Twelve Sea Flies on 


bOyds., 1s.53d. Stout, 75yds., 3s. 134. 
strong single gut (3 to4 yards long), 2s.; dressed with tinsel, 3s. The same on double 


SEND FOR PRICEH LISTS TO 
Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 

twisted gut, 3s.; tinselled, 4s. 100 Sea Bait Hooks on Twisted Hair, 2s. New Lamprey 
Kel, five inches long, 2s. 6d. Leviathan Spinning Trace, ls. 6d. Treble Gut Spinning 


See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTH of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18, 1884. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREB. 

Traces, 1s.6d, Brown’s Phantoms, 2s. 6d. and 3s, 6d.- (See Letter below.) 
ROWN’S PHANTOM IN THE SEA. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. - ‘ 
“To the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE.—Sir,—It may interest some of your readers to know I had 


great sport among the Bass at Ilfracombe last week with Brown’s Leaded Phantom, when they would 
SELL the FINEST the World Produces look at no other bait. I was out with Barbary on two mornings, and took some heavy fish on each 
AT: 3;, A POUND. 


occasion. In fact, the minnow was no sooner in the water than it was taken. I found the same result 
last autumn at Gairloch (Ross-shire) with the Lythe, when I took 40 to 50 fish a day, many of them 
heavy fish of 8lb. and 91b.—I am, &c., 8S. HOBBS, Junr., 18th Sept., 1886.” 
Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


Robertson's New “Leviathan” Spinning Trace, 
CHIEF OFFICE—5O, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE, 


Made of a fine wire not much thicker than a single horsehair, and strong enough to pull out 
BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 


LEVIATHAN ! Two or three yards long, ls. 6d. 
FOR SEA FISHING, PIKE FISHING, AND SALMON FISHING. 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 7, WESTBOURNE 


GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.%., LONDON. 









renee 













“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTON, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE OasTING. 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces, In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, end whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on the spinner. Trout Siges, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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New 
FOLDING HANDLE 
AND NET. 





WEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX. 


Registered No., 44,533. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 
1887 GRATIS. 


Improved Girth for 
Carrying Basket 


and Net. 








JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 





, FROM A “TEST” 


ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886,—To Mr. J. O@DEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 


Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. 


It is light, and has such an elastic spring 


(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigua 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which Iam now fishing with it. The Keeper said tc-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing with it is a 


positive luxury.”—COTSWOLD ISY8, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN’S “MULTUM in PARYO” FLY RODS, 


PRICE ONE 


GUINEA. 


“ An excellent fly-rod.’—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 
TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENN ELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 


in Parvo” Rod :—“ You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. 
glad that you should do so. 


If you can make any use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 
Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it,” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAMH NAME. 





MANCHESTER LINES. 





Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
Jand, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable. 

Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fiy so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work,” 





NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
From EDWARD OTTO PARTRIDGE, Esq. 


“ Lianwareth, Builth , Jan. 16th, 1872. 

“Last year I had one of your make of Taper 
Salmon Lines, through Mr. Hotchkis, of Llanwisk. 
There may be some prejudice against your new 
make of lines, but cannot imagine why; for asa 
fisherman of 40 years,I have found nothing to 
compare with them,” 

Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :— Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—“ I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength,” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :—* Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“ The 
Manchester Lines have three spevial merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ine the effect of water much longer than other 
ines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES OF GOOD 


QUALITY. 


Killing Baits for all kind of Fish, price ls. per pint. Well-cured Wasp Grubs, price 8s, per pound, on 
receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob-str eet, Bradford, Yorkshire. 


A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


MIXTURE. 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. jlb., Post free, 1s, 7d, 


JOHN MAYO & SON, 
CIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORNIIMARKET STREET, OXFORD, 


Culture Association ” ta ... 87 |Close Times and Angling ‘Licenses 
The Twelfth ... it aes ... 87] in Scotland as hee 
Death of a Well-Known Angler... 88 


RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 











40 fl Putney. 
45 i Hammersmith, 
50 rf Barnes, 

Add 55 . Kew. 
75 - Richmond, 
80 7 Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, August 13 aes AA 7.47 te oat 8.17 
Sunday, q 14 wee aa 8.51 aa ase 9.29 
Monday, iS ee Li Bee Hire 1 wes jphtes cen (O46 
Tuesday, r 16 eee aaa 11.23 oe at 11.56 
Wednesday, “ 17 eae See 12.0 5 oe 12,25 
Thursday, ea lS wed sists 22.51 A Tees i 1.16 
Friday, + 19 OAc. 1.40 : a 2,2 


eS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 








TO OUR RIVER REPORTERS. 


IF reports do not appear, it is because they do not reach us by 
9 o’clock on Friday morning, and consequently are too late. Please 
put date of despatch of report on it for publication. 








THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

The river continues low and the water bright, but the fishermen and anglers find 
something to do, the chief sport being roach and dace-fishing, which in many 
instances have been satisfactory. Mr. and Mrs, Spreckley have been fishing in the 
neighbourhood of Penton Hook, and made some good results amongst the barbeland 
dace, It has been a source of great pleasure to see Mr. Spreckley on the river again, 
and so much improvedin health. He has also been exercising his duties as a hono- 
rary river-keeper amongst the bank anglers,!giving them the best of advice, and 
reporting one instance of two young gentlemen retaining unsizeable fish, and in- 
structions have been given to the secretary to write to each of them with the under- 
standing if they will promise not to offend again no further action will be taken. 
Mr, Spreckley was in his usual place at the committee meeting on Tuesday last, and 
heartily welcomed by his colleagues. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RICHMOND.—Henry Mansell, in six days, 801b. of roach and dace. H, Howard, in 
three days, twenty-four dozen. Job Brain, in four days, 40lb. and seven barbel. J. 
Brain, jun., during the week, 40lb, Frank Brown, in seven days, 901b., and four 
barbel. 

TWICKENHAM.—S, Cole, in three days, 48lb. of roach and dace, one jack, and three 
barbel. John Coxon, in three days, twenty-four dozen of dace. J. Dobbin, in four 
days, 76lb., and a couple of bream. Edward Finch, in three part days, eleven 
dozen, and a couple of barbel. Pert Hammerton, in three days, 40lb., and five 
barbel. R. Moffatt, in three days, twenty-one dozen. H. Spires, in six days, 
901b., and John Spong, in six days, forty-eight dozen of roach, four barbel, and 
three jack. - 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in four days, seventeen dozen of dace, four barbel, 
two bream, the largest 4lb., and a jack of 4lb. W. McBride, in seven days, twenty- 
six dozen, two bream, three barbel, and one perch. The water in the tideway is still 
very low and bright, but the fish run large and plentiful. There has never been 
seen finer dace, and in such numbers, 

Krineston.—John Johnson, sen., says : “ There have been a lot of bream and barbel 
taken from the bank by night fishing, John Johnson, jun., in punt, fishing in the 
day, got twelve barbel, some fine dace, and a few roach; J. Wilkes, seven barbel and 
some good dace and gudgeons. I have only had one half day, four dozen of roach 
and dace ; itissohot.” Further reports from another source state : Mr. H. Dickinson 
caught a dozen of fine dace and two barbel of 2lb. each, which he put back again ; 
George Chamberlain, one day, seven dozen of roach and one dozen of dace, and 
another day three dozen and three dozen of gudgeon ; EH. Smith has made an average 
take of six dozen of roach and dace each day ; J. Knight, during the week, twenty 
dozen of roach and dace, three bream, the largest 441b. ; a gentleman froma privaté 
boat, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace, and a jack of 641b., 

SURBITON.—Two gentlemen, from a private boat, in one day, got six dozen of 
roach and dace, and a few gudgeon ; and two other gentlemen, in one day, a brace 
of jack, weighing 143lb. The bank anglers have been catching plenty of roach 
and dace during the week, also ten barbel and seven bream. 

THAMES Dirron,—Mr, Abrahams has taken a jack of 41b. 

HAMPTON CouRT,—William Milbourne writes : ‘“ Thomas Wheeler, in three days, 
sixty-five dozen of gudgeon ; John Smith, from five to six dozen of roach and dace 
daily, and two barbel, the largest 8}lb, ; W. Milbourne, in three days, sixteen dozen 
of roach and dace, and another day five dozen and a couple of barbel ; T. Wheeler, in 
one day, two dozen and a barbel of 51b. ; and J. Hedger, in one day, four dozen.” 

SuNBURY.—Mr., Morgan, one day, eight dozen of roach and dace, another day six 
dozen, and another day five barbel ; Edward Clarke, during the week, forty dozen of 
roach and dace, 301b. of bream, and a few barbel, 

Wauton,—John Hone, one day, six dozen of roach, another day eight dozen 
and three bream, and in two other days seven dozen. 

WEYERIDGE.—Herbert Carr, one day, six dozen of roach and dace, another day 
nine barbel and one jack, and another day nine dozen of roach and dace, 
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CuERTSEY.—J. Poulter, one day, with Mr. Bedford, twelve jack, eleven of which 
were put back again, one perch and one dozen of roach ; and in four other days, with 
Mr. H. Lea, thirteen barbel, eight chub, six dozen of roach, and a brace of perch ; 
and another day, with Mr. C. Wastell, ten dozen of roach and dace, L, Hackett, in 
two days, seven bream and two dozen of roach and dace. 

LALEHAM.—Alfred Harris, in two days, seventeen barbel and seven dozen of 
gudgeon, another day seven dozen of roach and dace, and another day five dozen of 

udgeon. 

. STAINES.—George Osman, in five days, two bream, one barbel, thirty dozen of 
roach and dace, and twenty-two dozen of gudgeon. Charles Hone, one day, with 
Mr. and Mrs. Spreckley, ten dozen of very fine dace and a couple of barbel weighing 
7b. ; another day, in the evening, six dozen of dace and two barbel, the largest 61b. ; 
and two days with Mr. Benjamin, twenty-four dozen of roach and dace and three 
barbel. John Keene, jun., has had some good sport amongst the barbel, the largest 
fish 5lb. 100z., thirteen chub, and four perch, This fishermen has placed six brace 
of small trout in the river at Staines, E, Keene, jun., in four days, thirty dozen of 
roach and dace. 





UPPER THAMES. 


The dreadfully bright and stale condition of the Thames has of late precluded any 
chance of successful takes of fish of any kind except gudgeon, which may be had in 
galore, not only in shallow and gravelly-bottomed water, but in 10ft. and ona 
muddy bed, and all very fine and large; so that in attempting to eat them the 
mouth would have had to be operated upon at Henley Bridge. Roach are dead off, 
and only had by one’s or two’s ina swim. Barbel require a heap of the “diet of 
worms ” to persuade them to look at a maiden lob; and as to swallowing such a 
luxury, the rejoinder is, “No thanks; later on.’ Jack are imbedded in 
their umbrageous home of weed, and smoking the calumet of peace; but 
the time will come, however, when they will be inclined to say, “ Let us prey,” and 
may I and all true jackists be there to hear such a matutinal and _ vesperian song. 
My reports to hand only contain the results of the capture of gudgeon, with here 
and there a lusty perch, but never a trout or grayling, so I need not inflict the 20 to 
30 ad nauseam dozens to the gentle readers of the GAZETTE. There isa capital 
gudgeon nap game in yogue on the Thames just now; but I fear old I. W. would 
rise from his grave and his peaceful nap if he saw his disciples indulging in such 
gambols. Thursday night.—River bright and unfishable except for gudgeon and 
perch or fly-work for chub and dace, the best and most killing fly being—MARLOW 


Buzz, Aug. 11th, 
Thames (Datchet). Le 
I should have written before, only I could not get home in time to catch the post 
last week, The dace bite their very best, catching twelve and fourteen dozen a day ; 
the week previous the barbel fed well. Out Aug. 8th, 301b. of barbel, the largest 
weighing 6lb. On the 9th, from 11 a.m. till 2 o’clock, five fish, largest weighing 7lb, 
On the 10th, six barbel, not any size. Dace feed well.—G. LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Goring). 


Been out four days; two best days, ten dozen of gudgeon and a few perch, and 
five jack. Thursday, water low and clear, Rain is wanted bad before there will be 
any good fishing.—JoHN RusH, 


Thames (Windsor). , 

Though the heat on ‘the river several days during the past week was tropical, 
yet barbel, chub, dace, and gudgeon fed well; the following coming under my 
notice :—Mr. G. Herd, whilst roach-fishing one evening, seven barbel, 211b., largest 
5lb., all taken on fine drawn roach tackle ; Mr. G. Culliford, of Hton, in one evening, 
six barbel, 13lb., five of which were caught between 7 and8 p.m.; Mr. Thomas, of 
Eton, in one day, thirty-five chub, taken between Monkey Island and Windsor ; Mr. 
Calvert, of Datchet, in two hours, under a tropical sun between 11.30 and 2 p.m., 
9th inst., five barbel, largest 7l1b.; a gentleman with Lumsden, 8th inst., 301b. of barbel, 
largest 6lb. Dace are extremely plentiful, and with greaves in the sharp, deep water, 
large baskets are being taken. A very fine dish was taken by Mr. Dolan, of Eton, 
comprising five dozen. Gudgeon are now well on, though rain is much needed 
for this fishing. A party of gentlemen, Messrs. George Fordham, Beasley, Chalk, 
Innes, and Hare, of Slough, in the Datchet reach, had on one occasion twenty-two 
dozen. Messrs. G. Wright and Welham Clarke, of Windsor, in the famous water 
Oakley Reach, on the 9th inst., had seventeen dozen very fine fish, a boisterous wind 
preventing their making a larger basket. Another curious incident comes under 
my notice this week : a Mr. Bening, of Windsor, whilst roach-fishing fouled some 
weed, and on detaching it from his hook found imbedded in it a small copper coin. 
I have not been able to ascertain its age, but will let your readers know next week. 
I fancy it is a “ Constantine.”—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, Aug. 10. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Since my last report coarse-fishing has been very good. Roach and bream have 
fed the best, and heavy fish of both kinds kave been quite numerous. Two roach 
weighed respectively 13lb. and 1lb. lloz.; they were 153in. long. Bream have run 
up to 5 or 6lb, Fully 1,000 anglers were out on Bank Holiday, but they make no 
impression upon the vast shoals of fish. If the present weather continues trout 
will well-nigh become extinct in the brooks, as they are sadly poached, and the 
stock is running very low.—THOMAS FORD. 


Aberffraw (Lake Coron). ; 

Sea-fishing.—The hot, calm weather of last week brought the bream into the bay 
in profusion, and some splendid catches were made in from nine to eleven fathoms 
of water. Mr. Langtry and Mr, R. D. Williams, eleven bream, weighing 361b., 
twelve blins, 1b. each, and three conger, weighing 301b. ; the next day, Mr. Langtry 
and Mr, Evans, C.E., Derby, thirteen bream, weighing 401lb., two conger, weighing 
20lb.; the next day, Mr. R. D. Williams had twenty-one bream, three conger, 
weighing 501b., and a shark, weighing 70lb. ; the same day, Mr. R. Owen and Mr. J. 
Pritchard, fourteen bream, weighing about 401b., in two hours’ fishing ; Mr. William 
Parry and party, eleven bream, weighing 301b. ; Mr. R. D. Owen, seven bream, weigh- 
ing 15lb. A strong south wind has prevailed from Saturday till to-day, which 
entirely stopped the fishing. The wind has veered to the north, and should it remain 
there, or, what would be better, drop to a calm, there will be grand sport this and 
the next month. Shoals of mackerel are reported in Carnarvon bay. Farmers having 
opened some ditches and widened some brooks leading to the lake, the water is of the 
consistency of pea-soup, and fly-fishing is out of the question. Rain is sadly wanted 
to bring the water and trout to their normal condition—W. H., Aug. 10. 

. Berwick-on-Tweed. —_ : 

The Tweed is very low and clear, so taat little angling is being done. The little 
that has been done has been between 10 p.m, and 2 a.m., when the‘only takes worth 
mentioning have been taken. The river net fishings are doing very badly, though 
an improvement is reported from the coast stations, some of which had good catches 
lately. A second crop of green weed is now growing on the Tweed, an unusual 
circumstance at this end of the river.—J. J. HILLS, Aug. 9. 

Bala Lake (North Wales). 

Last week we had some rain, but it did not affect the rivers much, as the ground 
was so very dry. The lake has risen abouta foot. During the last week the heat 
has been great, and we had had nothing but a dead calm, consequently very little 
trolling for pike has been done. The only chance has been in the early morning, 
when several good pike have been taken. The best take during the week has been 
made by Mr. Owen, White Lion, and party, one morning—three pike, one of 151b., 
101b., and 7lb,, taken with a dead bait. Some fair pike have been taken with the 
live bait. The perch have been doing exceedingly well, and numerous baskets have 
been made, The hot weather seems to bring them on the feed, and they, as also the 
pike, are doing best morning and evening. There has not been so many perch taken 
for many years as this season, and some very good perch have heen taken from 1b, 
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to 13lb. Several baskets have been made from 8lb. to 10lb. Should the weather 
keep asit is, we think the perch will still do better, as August is considered the best 
month for the best fish —GWYNIAD. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


For the last few weeks we have had no report to send, as the river has been, and 
still continues, so low that anglers don’t think it worth their while to go out, and 
the only chance is with the worm at early morning, or the fly late in the evening. 
The fish are coming on the fly again, a few small baskets being got lately. Some 
sea-trout have been seen, mostly small, about 2 to 3lb., and if we had a flood now 
we should soon be at work in what may be considered the best part of the season— 
namely, autumn fishing. The trout come on the fly well, and there is always a 
chance of meeting sea-trout up to 6 or 7lb., so we are waiting for rain, and until it 
comes there will be nothing done worth recording —HARDY BrotHmrs, Aug. 10. 


Chichester. 

Bream and roach still afford sport in the canal ; but early morning and after sun- 
down in these bright days are the most successful times. Some excellent roach 
have been taken from the Ouse near Isfield, one fish of 11lb, Pike are reported 
numerous in the upper reaches. I hear of several fish of from 2lb. to 4lb. being 
landed. The veteran angler, Mr. H. Colgate, losing a good fish, estimated at 10lb. 
The Adur, near Steyning, is worth a trial; several good fish have been secured 
during the season. Bass are plentiful, and are affording good sport in the harbours 
and on the coast. I hear ofa nice fish of 8lb. taken near Selsea. Weather this day 
(Thursday) fine ; with indications of a storm.—@EORGE F, SALTER. 


Derwent (Ambergate). 

Fishing on this length has been actively indulged in during the week ; but, with 
a few exceptions, the takes have been moderate. At Whatstandwell, Mr. J. Mus- 
grave has had some fair takes of grayling, including several fish of 11b. each, taken 
with the red ant ; also two pike, the largest scaling 41b., taken from the canal with 
the spoon bait. Grayling have risen better this week, the hot sun having brought 
the red ant on in great numbers; but until we have a regular good downpour to 
clear away the stagnant water there will be little done of importance, There is 
appearance of rain to-night ; weather dull and barometer falling. The Red Ant, 
Orange Dun, and Cinnamon Fly will be the best to use at present,—AMBER Dun, 
Aug. 11, 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

Rain still holds aloof. The water courses seem to have fined down to the never 
failing limestone spring level, below which it is not probable the Dove will fall, 
however much other streams may be affected. We hear of the Dove near its hilly 
source above Middleton being dried up. ‘This, of course, is where it usually runs the 
merest rivulet or rill. But very little has been attempted this last week hereabouts. 
A few fish have been taken at twilight with the Red Tag and the Caterpillar. Mrs, 
Briggs, fishing on the Birdsgrove water a week or ten days ago, took one and a half 
brace of grayling, This we mention here as it was an item in a report that missed 
the mail, and consequently failed to appear before. Yesterday we had a heavily 


frowning sky with the faintest sprinkle of water possible. To-day it has been dull . 


and promising, but no rain falls, though we have had one of Brother Jonathan’s 
storm prognostications. Our Yankee relation has, in the past, been truly prophetic 
enough to prompt an old lady to express her wish that they would keep their beastly 
weather to themselves, we having had nothing decent scarce since they had anything. 
to do with it. Now, however, the almighty American, together with sundry British 
indicators of meteorological changes, are nonplussed and undone. P.S.—A trout of 
3lb, and another of 131b. were taken with the Derbyshire Beetle the other day from 
Foston Brook, by Mr. H. B. Firman. <A trout between 5 aad 6lb. was netted from 
this stream a month or so ago,—F osTEeR Bros., Ashbourne, Aug, 11. 


Esk (Cumberland). 


The recent rains have greatly improved the condition of this river, which, during 
the greater part of the past week, has been in fine angling order. Whitling are 
everywhere more plentiful, all the waters seeming to be stocked with them, and they 
are reported as being the best run seen in the Esk fora number of years. Salmon 
are also now appearing in greater numbers in the lower reaches, and several good 
fish have been landed. Sea-trout are now making for the upper reaches, seemingly 
more eager to run than to take either bait or fly. Amongst the takes made are the 
following :—In the Canonbie water, Mr. John Ashcroft, Loaminghead, had a splendid 
basket of 28 whitling, two sea-trout, and about a dozen yellow trout. Mr. Yates, 


Todhillwood, hada good basket of whitling, and a salmon weighing 10lb., in the . 


Willow Pool. Mr. D. Edgar, Rowanburn, hada number of sea-trout, whitling, and 
a grilse of 51b. Mr. Dodds, Lancaster, had a basket consisting of a grilse of 4lb., two 
sea-trout, and three whitlings, and a second basket of two sea-trout, five whitlings, 
and a dozen yellow trout, in Sowie Pool, Todholes, and Glenfirra. Mr, High, Prior- 
bank, had a good basket of whitling and yellow trout ; while amongst other anglers 
equally successful have been Mr. T,. Morrison, Langholm, who has landed a number 
of sea-trout ; Mr. W. Graham, Westerkirby, who has also been very successful in the 
upper reaches ; Mr, J. H. Park, Marchbank ; Mr. W. Armstrong, Rowanburn ; Mr, W. 
Paterson, Sorbie ; Messrs. Norton, Crosskeys Hotel, &c. In the Longtown water 
some capital sport has also been had. 


Esk (Whitby). 


The river is again very low and sluggish. Very little sport anywhere, and local 
anglers are almost in despair. A f»w of the more enthusiastic have been up the 
river a few times, but met with nothing to reward them adequately for their enter- 
prise. Many have returned wlth empty panniers, and others with but a solitary 
fish or a brace of trout each. Mr. Henry Leslie, fishing in Lord Downe’s waters, near 
Lealholm, landed about half-a-dozen good trout; but his companions, who had 
roamed over a good distance, were nothing near so fortunate.—J. J. J 


Idle (Notts). 

The Idle, mostly a good angling stream, has, so far this season, yielded but badly. 
Usually salmon and flounders come up from the Trent at Stockwith, and are seenas 
high as Botham ; but as yet anglers have seen none of them, The excessively dry 
summer is responsible for this possibly, for the water is very low, and besides is 
very fine. Things seem to be improving though, for I hear of more business than of 
late. Between Retford and Botham there have been some good takes of roach and 
dace made within the past few days, and at Gamstona party one day last week took a 
nice bag of these fish along with a goodly brace or two of grayling. Onthe Hard- 
moor Brook Mr. Brooks, of Misson, captured some excellent fish, and at Elksley I 
hear of several brace of good trout being taken with the worm.—L., Aug. 11. 


ie Ilfracombe. 
Sea-Fishing.—Since my last report there has been some fair sport with the bass. 
Parties proceed by boat to Baggy Point, a noted place for bass-fishing; there they 
have succeeded in catching some fine bass, and one large mackerel. This is the first 


appearance of mackerel, consequently some good sport may be expected with those © 


fish. One gentlemen, while fishing from the rocks at Compass Hill, hooked a fine 
bass weighing about 7lb.; the bait used was white thornback’s liver. Ground- 
fishing very good ; one party secured between 601b. and 70lb. of bream, codlin, 
whiting pout, &c., other catches varying from 15lb, to 30lb. per boat per tide, 
Visitors fond of ground-fishing, now is the time, as good sport can,be had any day, 


wind and weather permitting. Sportsmen who visit Ilfracombe will find it of great - 


advantage to them if they call at reporter’s residence, where they ean obtain infor- 
mation about fishing and fishermen, Weather at present fine, Wind .N.W.—E, 


Comer, Aug, 11, 
Loddon (Loddon Bridge). , 


The water has been very low and bright ; but, for all that, some very good takes 
of fish have been weighed in. Mr. Colgrave, a gentleman who has been staying 


here for a few days, had some fine sport with the ghyb, fishing with a fly madg | 





—— 











. he will land a good one at the next attempt. 


Ave. 13, 1887: 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 95 





expressly by his order, and it is a very tempting one ; but I cannot rightly give the 
weights of his three days’ fishing, he havimg to catch the train, and, in the hurry, 
the fish were packed without being weighed, but one or two must have weighed 
41b, each. Mr. Ascott, of Nottingham, has had the good fortune to scale roach, 
chub, and dace in two days, weighing 32lb., the largest chub 41b. 20z., roach, 14Ib., 
dace, 80z., and should we get rain, which seems almost a thing of the past, I am sure 
there will be extraordinary takes, as the river seems swarming with the finny tribe, 
and to clear some out would do good.—A., CO, CRITCHFIELD, 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is very bright now, and will be for some time if the weather holds dry ; 
but there have been some good fish taken, some nice perch, some over 2lb., beneath 
the trees close to Rye House, taken with red worms and small minnows,—WmM. 
CowELL, Aug. 11. 

Lake District. 

The drought still continues, and the waters of the district are lower than they 
haye yet been. There is abundance of food, and fish feed where there is any water. 
Owing to the lowness of the river, there is a great quantity of salmon and sea-fish 
lying at the estuary of the Kent, especially in Levens Park. ‘The nets here have 
done very little during the past weeks, but the rod-fishers have been fairly success- 
ful. In the nets, Mr. Cotton had seven fish one day, and with rod and line Mr. R, 
Garnett had three and seven salmon or sea-fish, Mr, Whitehead eight fish, Mr. Ban- 
nerman three, Mr. H. Beadle three, and Mr. Bleaze four. In Hutton Beck, Mr. R, 
Park had 91b. of brook trout upon two occasions, and 23lb.in the Mint. In the 
Kent the following takes have been had : Messrs. H. Mann, 9, 7, and 10 ; Wimskill, 
6 and 5; and Whiteman, 7 and 4. Good takes of rudd and perch have been had, and 
coarse-fishing is now just prosperous, Owing to the heat and drought, the char are 
still in the deeper parts of Windermere, and the takes of the fishermen have been 
small, Night fishing is improving —HPHEMERA, Aug, 11th. 


Mole. 

Angling at the Esher and Claremont Fishery on the 6th, 7th, and 8th inst. was 
very slow compared to the previous week, owing to the bream being fairly off the 
feed. Fish were taken here and there by lucky ones; but I only saw one decent 
bag, ana that was made by Mr. Josephs, jun., who had six good bream, the largest 
above 341b., and these he took before midnight on Saturday, and, strange to say, 
although he stuck to his swim all next day, not another fish did he capture. A little 
rain is wanted to clear away a little of the rapidly accumulating insect life, together 
with the bushels of ground bait thrown in during the two days, On Saturday, Mr. 
Ware (Greenwich) had three good bream, going 7lb. The previous week a pike was 
taken, I hear, in this water, or only some 20yds. out of it; weighing close upon 20Ib. ; 
put I could not glean further particulars from my informant. Mr. Atchison 
(Blackfriars) got broken away on the 9th inst. twice in succession by jack, and a 
gentleman fishing close by him met with a similar fate from one of the species. It 
seems to be Mr. A.’s luck to be broken away ; but I hope the tide will now turn,and 
The other takes were all small, and 
require no further notice from—LoBworm, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The fish appear to be almost entirely off the feed. Roach and bream are very 
quiet, the water almost stagnant in places. I do not hear of much being done this 
week, although several have been trying their best, most of them returning with 
empty bags. Iam afraid nothing important will be done until we have a good rain, 
Prospects rather bad—H. Rout. 


Ordnance Fishery (Sewardstone). 


This pretty subscription water, although somewhat low, is full of holes and much 
deeper than might be expected. The fish are well on the feed, and some very fair 
baskets have been made. Mr. H. Baker (Good Intent A.S.) had in one day 7lb, of 
fine roach; next day 5lb,; Mr. Hows, about 4lb.; Mr. Hall, 4lb, Mr, Tilbury, in 
one afternoon, 7lb. of roach ; Mr. Heard, in one afternoon, 51b. of roach; next day 
TZ1b., all taken with paste or gentles. Mr. Murray (Clapton Anglers) had a fine show 
of dace with the fly, Mr, Brown (Clapton Anglers), 33lb. roach, Mr, Longmore 
(Walthamstow) 7lb. of roach ; another day, 8lb. Mr. Gordon, anice chub with the 
Grasshopper, about twenty roach and dace. Mr. Algar, four fine chub, largest 32lb., 
and some large roach with the Grasshopper. Mr. Cook, in one afternoon, Slb. of 
roach, several of 1lb. each ; another day, 6lb. Many other anglers have made good 
bags, and immense numbers are still left to be future victims or die of old age, as 
several have done during the season.—J. C.8. 


Reservoir (Elstree). 

On the 6th inst. a fine take of roach ; on the 7th inst., H. Underwood, five fine 
tench; W. Greenwood, some fine roach; F. Bollington, two jack and tench ; Mr. 
Boxal and friend, some fine jack and a splendid eel weighing 4lb. ; Edgerton and 
Fancourt, some fine jack. Water is now in splendid condition, and very low.—J. 
HILL, proprietor, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The river during the past week has been in the same state as hitherto, being, if 
possible, lower, and very little sport worth recording will be obtained until we get 
zxain, which will most probably come ina day or two, Mr, Hedgington has obtained 
seyeral good baskets of rough fish during the week with the wasp maggot on the 
English Bridge Ford, and Mr, J. Walton has also taken some good dace and roach, 
and one small trout, with the same bait, generaliy fishing in the earlier part of the 
day. The wasp maggot is very plentiful, and for rough fish will be found very 
effective. Two of the heavy trout I mentioned last week are still to be seen near 
the Welsh Bridge, notwithstanding the fact that stones are being continually thrown 
at them from the bridge, and pleasure boats pass near them daily, Night fishing 
for eels continues very successful.—PISCATOR. 


Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 

These rivers are low, and of course fishing, or taking fish, is out of the question, 
except at early morn or evening. There are a few who delight in breathing the 
refreshing air which cannot be found unless you are up with the lark in the morn, 
and I sometimes meet a brother of the angle who has left his bed for the river- 
side, and it is ten to one that he gets a few fish before his breakfast is ready. There 
is one thing certain—that is, he is ready for it by eight o'clock, after two and a 
half hours upon the river-side. I will give a short list of a few mornings’ takes : 
Mr. Fd. Hopkins, 3lb. 30z.; Mr. Hy. Carey, five large eels anda plate of gudgeon ; 
myself, 641b. with the fly in two mornings—two others not known, each had some 
good fish, Mr, White, fishing in the evening, one and a half brace of grayling, 101b. 
of chub, and a few dozen dace. I have not heard of trout being taken this week. 
The flies for the upper part of the Severn and Teme are the Pale Blue, Hare’s Har, 
Willow Fly, the Golden-tipped Dun, or Red Ant and Palmer, I have some special 
grayling flies.—J, A, GRIFFIN, Worcester, Aug. 10. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

It is a pleasure to have some fishing to report after such a long dry time, and no 
likes of rain at present. Two gentlemen from Bristol fished with the fly four even- 
ings last week, and took 32 trout and 34 large dace, mostly with the Silver Horns 
and Little Marlands ; and Mr. Paull, from London, here staying at the Globe Hotel, 
told me he gets better sport evening fishing with the fly than on any river he ever 
fished, He took 39 last Saturday evening.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Lincoinshire). | : 
I have seldom seen the Trent in a worse state than it now is. The amount of 


warp now about is excessive ; how fish can exist in this muddy water is a puzzle to 
me. Happily, I do not hear of any warped salmon being found ; but there is time 
enough yet for that. Hels have yielded well, but we have lost sight of the larger 
class; they have made their way up to their spawning quarters. The eel now in 
Tashion is the prettiest specimen of the “ silyer-bellicd e¢]” tho Trent can produce, 





Some good roach have been bagged at Knaith, and a couple of barbel at the M.S.L, 
Bridge. Bream should now begin to show themselves in our reaches. We never 
think of looking for them till about the turn of the year. The takes of fish in the 
Ancholme seem to be falling off ; no wonder. for the river has had to stand a severe 
strain, Tons of fish have been taken out thisseason, The Neptune Angling Match 
comes off on Wednesday—52 prizes, costing £23.—RopsTER, 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Barbel anglers have again fared well in the Shardlow fishery, and many splendid 
bags have been made, especially by Messrs. A. West, G. Bates, M. Leek, R. Brown 
and J. Theaker, So far Mr. Bates stands first for the Challenge Cup offered in con- 
nection with the Nottingham Wellington Angling Association. Last year the trophy 
was won by Mr. W. H. Cooper, of the Waltonians, who, singularly enough, at pre- 
sent stands second to Mr. Bates. Barbel have been showing good sport at Rolleston 
and Kelham, and the use of a plentiful supply of maggots has brought to bank any 
quantity of dace from the rapids. It is useless attempting to fish the slow swims, 
They are choked with weed, and rain would do an incalculable amount of good.— 
THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 


The river is very low, and few fish have been taken this week. It has every ap- 
pearance of rain, and there will be very little fishing until we get it—BoRDERER, 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 


Anglers on these rivers have been doing very little during the past week ; in fact, 
both the Wye and Derwent are too low and clear for good sport to be expected. A 
few gentlemen have had small baskets of two and three brace of trout and grayling 
on the lower length of Darley Dale and Matlock waters, killed with the Ash and 
Yellow and Apple-Green Duns, fishing late in the evening, But until we have rain 
big catches will be out of the question.—DoTTEREL. 


. Whitadder (Hllemford). 

Since my last report the weather has been boisterous, hurricanes of wind from the 
west following each other in rapid succession ; the wind, however, has moderated, 
and finer weather now prevails. During this week some fair takes of trout have 
been made by Mr. Martin and his brother, from London, and Mr. Clark, from Wigan, 
with fly and worm ; in fact, these gentlemen have done remarkably well considering 
the difficulties against which they had to contend—viz., lownessof water and bad 
weather. The barometer is very unsteady, rising and falling daily two or three-tenths. 
To-day, it is falling rapidly, and it is to be hoped that this long continuance of 
drought will be brought toan end. Great has been the disappointment of the gentle- 
men that there has not been a flood ; but it will be greater still unless we have the 
long-expected rain this week.—R. J. Fenton, Hllem Cottage, Dunse, Aug. 11. 

Witham. 

Angling in the Lower Witham is now improving. From the neighbourhood of 
Boston some prime bream haye been taken, and one bag is reported which contained 
fifty-four fish weighing 82lb. Bream when met with are now very freely caught, 
and many run upto 3lb. A fair quantity of pike has been caught along the river ; 
but many have been small. A good one weighing 16lb. was taken at Washing- 
borough late last week, which was the best reported this season, Anglers are doing 
well with roach, which are now in better condition. Several heavy bags have lately 
been made near Bardney, where the weeds are now being cut more freely, and 
angling is more comfortable. In the Upper Witham, very fair sport has of late 
been had among the chub in the holes, and with dace on the shallows. A fine 
bream was caught by a youth at Bracebridge ten days ago, which turned the scale 
at 41b, Stamford anglers have been doing good things on Denton Reservoir of late, 
vey chiefly among the roach. Rain is badly wanted all over this country.—L., 

ug. 11. 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


ANNAN.—This river is now affording capital sport. Among the successful anglers 
may be mentioned Mr, James Bell Irving, of Whitehill, who took from the Hoddan 
Water 33 herling, five sea trout, one salmon, and a number of yellow trout,—GLOBE 
TROTTER. 

AULTBEA, Ross-SHIRE.—Gentlemen angling on the lochs in this district call 
Aultbea ‘The Lochinver of Ross-shire,” and having been several seasons angling ati 
Lochinyer under the tutelage of Tom Burd, John (‘‘Louis”) McKenzie, Murdo 
Kerr, R. Grant, and Donald McLeod, the most famous of the ghillies there, they say 
that for real plucky, large brown trout the Sutherlandshire capital is not in it with 
Aultbea. On Friday last one gentleman went out by himself for a few hours from 
Aultbea, and on Loch Ca, which is only one of many, and fishing from the bank, 
with odds of weather badly against him, returned with a basket of splendid trout— 
201b. Small trout can be had in any numbers, but trout of $lb. to 2}lb. do not come 
so readily to basket, yet they yield excellent returns to those who woo them with 
the flies prepared specially by R. Anderson and Sons, Prince’s-street, Hdinburgh, and 
Dunkeld. As to the matter of expense, the cost of living at Aultbea is materially 
less than anywhere in the West Highlands. If a Tom Burd, or “Johnnie Louis,” or 
a Murdo Kerr could be imported to this region, it would soon be as famous as 
Lochinver as an angling resort. But Rorie Grant might be got here from his pre- 
sent home, and, anyhow, those who read the advertisements in the FISHING GAZETTE 
would do well to ponder over that of Aultbea Inn.—H. Forsgs, August 9. 

ALTNACEALGACH, SUTHERLAND (Altnacealgach Hotel).—The following are the 
particulars of last week’s sport:—August Ist, Senor Abaurre, Spain, Loch Urigall, 
seventy-eight trout, 11lb.; Mr. Fleming, Edinburgh, Loch Veyatie, twenty-nine 
trout, 8:lb.—heaviest fish, 1lb. ; Mr. Arrowsmith, Liverpool, Loch Cama, fifty trout, 
16lb.; Messrs. Malden, Essex, Loch Cama, forty trout, 101b. ; Rev. A. H. Drummond, 
Loch Urigall, fifty-five trout, 13}lb. August 2nd, Senor Abaurre, Loch Cama, thirty 
trout, $lb. ; Messrs, Drummond, Loch Cama, twenty-nine trout, 10lb. ; Messrs. Malden, 
Loch Awe, fifty trout, 18lb., five of which 3}lb.; Mr. R. Arrowsmith, Loch 
Boarlan, thirty-six trout, 12lb.; Aitchison and Paterson, of Edinburgh, Loch 
Urigall, thirty-six trout, 12lb.; Messrs. Haultain and Bonar, of Edinburgh, Loch 
Veyatie, forty-nine trout, 174lb. August 3rd, Senor Abaurre, Loch Cama, nineteen 
trout, 5lb. ; Messrs. Malden, Loch Boarlan, seventeen trout, 6lb. ; Messrs. Drummond, 
Loch Urigall, forty trout, 11lb. August 4th, Senor Abaurre, Loch Urigall, forty- 
one trout, 9lb.; Mr. Walmsley, Liverpool, Loch Urigall, forty-nine trout, 12Ib. ; 
Messrs. Haultain and Bonar, Loch Ailst, forty trout, 16lb. ; Messrs. Malden, Loch 
Veyatie, twenty-two trout, 83lb., including two trout 2lb. each ; Messrs. Short and 
Wilson, Loch Cama, twenty-seven trout, 94lb., including one feroz, 3lb. August 
5th, Senor Abaurre, Loch Cama, nineteen trout, 5}1b.; Messrs, Short and Wilson, 
Loch Urigall, thirty-five trout, 1131b., and one 1lb.; Messrs. Drummond, Loch 
Boarlan, thirty-six trout, 8}lb.; Messrs. Haultain and Bonar, Loch Urigall, sixty- 
one trout, 174lb.; Mr. Walmsley, Loch Cama, seventeen trout, 6lb, ; Mr. Paterson, 
Loch Veyatie, twenty-four trout, 101b. August 6th, Messrs, Short and Wilson, 
Loch Cama, thirteen trout, 6}1b.; Messrs. Haultain and Bonar, Loch Awe, twenty- 
eight, 741b. ; Messrs, Aitchisonand Paterson, Loch Urigall, fifty trout, 1531b,—JoHN 
McDoNnALp. 

Assynt Locus, Locurnver.—Aug. Ist, Loch Fewn, Messrs, Wright and Adams, 
forty-six trout, 13lb. Aug. 2nd, Messrs. Wright and Adams, Maiden Loch, twelve 
trout, 8lb.; Loch Beannoch, Mr. Gustard and friend, ninety trout, 16lb.; and on 
Aug. 3rd, same party, at sea, 1601b. gurnard and bream. Aug. 2nd, Mr. Maitland 
and family, at sea, 601b. gurnard, bream, &c, Aug. 4th, Loch Assynt, Mr. Gustard 
and friend, sixty trout, 15lb. Aug. 5th, Mr. OC. W. Wilson and friend, forty-eight 
trout, 121b. Loch Crocach, Mr. Gustard and friend, forty-two trout, 10lb, Aug. 6th, 
Loch Assynt, Mr, Gustard and friend, one Salmo ferow, 31b., and eight trout, 2lb. 
Loch Beannoch, Mr. C. W. Wilson and friend, one trout, 5$1b. Loch Veyatie, 
Messrs. Wright, Adams, and Mackay, fifty-seven trout, 23lb, River Kirkaig, Mr, 
Knox, one grilse, 341b,—A, NORTHERN PISCATOR, Aug, 8th, ‘ 
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DUMFRIESSHIRE.—For many ‘years there have not been so many herlings in the 
river Annan as at present. In the lower waters they swarm in hundreds, an 
although the bright sunshine has been against successful sport, very good catches 
have been made during the last few days. It is quite a common thing for twenty 
or thirty herling to be caught at one outing. Mr. Dixon, Annan, had thirty on 
Monday, and other baskets ranged from seventeen to twenty. The day was dull and 
cloudy, and a full breeze helped to improve the sport. Herling are just as numerous 
in the Nith. At one fishing the other day, Mr. H. Boyd had thirty-two. In the 
upper waters of the Nith some grilse have been killed with the fly. This was at 
Friars Carse and Ellisland. The water is low, but in good order. Successful night 
fishing is had in the Esk (Langholm), the nets at the mouth of the river being now 
off, all fish have a clear run from the Solway.—B. 

DURNESS, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Durness Hotel).—Anglers from this hotel had 
poor sport last week, owing to the very calm weather. The following is a list of 
sport done. August Ist, Mr. Foster fished the Kyle for two hours in the morning, 
and caught five trout 6lb.; Mr, Giddes fished the sea-pool, and caught one grilse, 
43lb. On the 3rd, Mr. Mason caught 43 trout, 121b.,on Loch Enshore. On the 4th, 
Mr. Mason and Mr. Giddes, trolling for lythe, caught 401b. On the 5th, Mr. Mason, 
on the Kyle, caught six trout, 71b. On the 6th, Mr. Mason, on the Kyle, caught five 
trout, 8lb. ; and Mr. Scott and friend, on the Kyle, caught 15 trout, 16lb. ; heaviest 
fish, 3lb. Saturday was the best fishing day, but good sport is expected for three 
weeks as the Kyle is swarming with sea-trout and grilse. Good sport is soon 
expected on the famous Loch Seahan. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The water is again low, and night-fishing is on the in- 
crease in consequence, especially in the Canonbie portion of the river, Anglers 
have been very successful in the Langholm Waters, Mr. Thomas Morrison having 
16 whiting and three sea-trout, and a grilse 441b., the last in the Skipper’s Pool. 
Mr. H. Martin, fishing with fine drawn gut and Stewart tackle, landeda fine new- 
run salmon of 1621b. in the Sowie Pool after a run of 1} hours. Anglers are look- 
ing forward to good sport in the event of an early rise of the river, Whiting are 
plentiful, and of extra large size and good quality. Some fair baskets have been 
got in both the Esk and Liddle, as many as 15 and 20 at a fishing being reported. 
Sea-trout appear to be getting scarcer and making for the spawning beds higher up, 
odd ones now only being taken, Salmon are increasing in numbers, and good takes 
may shortly be expected. The following gentlemen have had considerable success, 
viz,, Mr. Yates, Todhill Wood ; Mr. J. Park, March Bank ; Mr. Haigh, Prior Bank ; 
Mr. Fairbairn, Woodslee; Mr. Bagshawe, Marsh House; Messrs, Wm. Armstrong 
and D, Edgar Rowanburn, and Mr. “Dick” Wylie, Prior Bank. One angler reports 
having 40 whiting at two fishings, and another 60 in two days. In the Langholm 
Waters, Mr. J. Dodds, Lancaster, landed a grilse of 41b., four sea-trout, eight 
whiting, and a dozen yellow trout. Weather continues fine.—GLOBE-TROTTER. 

FORSINARD, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Forsinard Hotel).—The following takes were 
made by anglers out from this hotel lately :—July 20th : Mr. Walker, 22 trout ; Mr. 
Finlayson, 64 trout. July 21st: Mr. Walker, 25 trout; Mr. MacBean, 30 trout ; Mr. 
Finlayson, 84 trout, weighing 36lb., on Loch Badden. July 22nd: Mr. Walker, 27 
trout ; Mr. Finlayson, 33 trout. July 23rd: Mr. Finlayson, 50 trout ; Mr, MacBean, 
26trout; General Rankin, 20 trout. July 25th: Mr. Jervis Smith, 16 trout ; 
General Rankin, 17 trout; Mr. MacBean, 2 trout. July 26th: Mr. Jervis Smith, 12 
trout; General Rankin, 9 trout ; Mr. MacBean, 6 trout—a very badday. July 27th: 
Mr. Jervis Smith, 15 trout; General Rankin, 13 trout; Mr. Murray, 1 trout, on 
“Loch Jubilee,” weighing 41b. August 1st: Mr. Rhind, 18 trout; Mr. Truby, 41 
trout. August 2nd: Mr. Rhind, 10 trout. August 3rd: Mr. Rhind, 20 trout. 
August 4th: Mr, Rhind, 10 trout. August 5th: Mr. Rhind,17 trout. August 6th : 
Mr. Pope, 11 trout; Mr. Stewart, 15 trout. August 8th: Stormy, no boats out ; 
rain falling all day. As the weather of the past two months has been very dry, it is 
expected that rain will now fall, which will much improve the fishing of lochs and 
river in this district. 

LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel).—August 5th, Professor Chrystal, 
Loch Garbet-more, three sea-trout, 3lb. ; Mr. Bateson, Loch Skeiracha, one sea-trout, 
241b.; Dr. Tuke, Loch Garbet-beg, one salmon, 8lb., and three sea-trout, 5lb. 6th, 
Dr. 'Tuke, Loch Garbet-beg, three sea-trout, 3lb.; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, ten 
cod, heaviest 12lb. ; Messrs. McKenzie and Northcote, seven lythe, 311b., and two cod. 
6lb.; Messrs. Batesons, six lythe, 18lb.; Messrs. Bateson, three sea-trout, 3lb. 
August 8, Prof. Chrystal, Loch Garbet-beg, one grilse, 51b. ; Dr. Tuke, Loch Garbet- 
beg, six sea-trout, 91b. August 9, Prof. Chrystal and Dr. Tuke, Loch Garbet-beg, 
ten sea-trout, 11lb., heaviest 3lb.; Mr. McKenzie, L. (No. 2), basket of trout, 171b. ; 
Mr. Northcote, Loch Nahool, three sea-trout, 3}1b.; Messrs. Batesons, Loch Garbet- 
more, five sea-trout, 51b.—WM. WALLACE. 

Locy Tay (Killin Hotel),—July 30th, Messrs. Frew and Smith, Glasgow, 181b, of 
trout. August lst, Messrs. Frew and Smith, Glasgow, 7lb.; Mr. Clark, Glasgow, 
3lb. ; Mr. Richardson, London, 34lb. August 2nd, Mr. Frew, Glasgow, 7lb.; Mr. 
Smith, Glasgow, 3lb. August 3, Mr. Smith, Glasgow, 8lb ; Messrs. Frew and Logan, 
Glasgow, 8lb. August 4, Messrs. Frew and Logan, Glasgow, 4lb.; Mr. Smith, 
Glasgow, had a beautiful little salmon of 15lb. No fishing since.—A. STUART. 

Locu SHIN, &c., LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—The past week, as a whole, was 
unfavourable for angling, and the sport obtained was not so good as usual. Satur- 
day, in particular, produced light baskets, owing to a great depression in the atmo- 
sphere. Much rain fell on Sabbath, and on Monday the wind was so strong that 
angling could only be practised in the sheltered bays. Tuesday and Wednesday 
were much the same, the heavy rains at the upper part of the loch had swollen the 
streams, and were it not for the wind, good takes might be expected. Lairg Hotel 
was crowded during the week by visitors. The following are a few of the baskets 
made. On Loch Craggie: On the 4th, Mr. Wilson, three trout, 2lb.; 5th, Mr. 
Callender, 24 trout; 8th, Mr. Wilson, fourtrout. Loch Donla: 4th, Mr. Wilson and 
Mr, Callender, 20 trout, 101b.; 6th, 32 trout; Sth, 16 trout; 9th, six trout. Loch 
Shin : 9th, Mr. Sellar, 18 trout. On the 3rd, Mr. Parker, on river Shin, grilse, 61b. ; 
5th, three grilse, each 71b. On the 9th,Mr. Finch Moyes, Loch Shin, grilse, 73 b. ; 
10th, salmon, 531b. On the 10th, Major Banantyne, Loch Beannoch, 19 trout ; Capt. 
Johnston, Loch Craggie, a fair basket, It may be observed that salmon are very 
rarely taken on Loch Shin, and only at the lower extremity are they to be got. The 
rise in the water, owing to the copious rains, augurs well for next week’s sport.—D. 
CAMPBELL, August 10. 

Muu (Bunessan Hotel),—The following catches of trout were obtained from 
Loch Assopal :—August 2, Mr. Phillips, Glasgow, twenty-seven sea-trout, 301b. 
August 3, Mr. Phillips, Glasgow, ten sea-trout, 8lb.; Mr. Tomes, London, four sea- 
trout, 3lb. August 4, Mr. Phillips, fourteen sea and thirteen yellow trout, 14lb. ; 
Mr. Tomes, eleven trout, 41b. August 5th, Mr. Phillips, ten trout, 8lb.; Mr. Tomes, 
eleven trout, 341b.; Mr. Coulfield, London, four sea-trout, 2lb. The above is the 
correct number for each day by one rod. Very good fishing is expected for eleven 
weeks hence, Very heavy fish in bay waiting for getting up to loch._JoHN CAMP- 
BELL, hotel-keeper, August 6. 

NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms Hotel).—This portion of the river 
‘probably for centuries has been universally admitted to produce exceptionally fine 
quality of sea-trout, so much so that they have familiarised for themselves the dis- 
-tinctive name of “the Ythan Trout.” The spring fishing, like that of the autumn, 
when the weather is at all seasonable, rarely fails to give a good account of itself. 
During the latter half of March and first half of April, at which time the river is 
closed (smolt season) for a month, baskets of from 15lb. to 26lb. were not at all 
uncommon. On the 6th, 7th, and 8th of April, fishing from bank and boat, three 
gentlemen landed together over 1601b. The months of June and July, when the 
‘weather is of a dark and dribbling nature, sometimes yield good baskets; but it is 
the exception, not the rule. From now, however, to the end of the season (31st 
October), weather seasonable, we safely write vice versd, the rule, not the exception, 
to have good baskets. Fish have commenced to run freely. Several 121b. to 151b. 
baskets landed since lst August; also to the crack of the same sportsmon’s rifle 
several good bags of wild duck, What is specially desired now, coupled with season- 
able weather, to insure a continuation of good sport, is a spate to scour the bottom 
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of the river. The hotel is already fairly well filled. Gentlemen intending’ to pay 
this part of the county a visit would perhaps save themselves disappointment by 
taking the hint, and communicate with the proprietor as early as possible, as the 
accommodation generally at this season is inadequate to the demand.—YTHAN. 

PAss OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel)—The weather during the past 
week was not altogether favourable for angling, several very sultry days occurring, 
yet a number of good baskets were secured. The parties out were: Mr. Penman, 
Cheshire ; Messrs. Steele and Cameron, Glasgow ; Mr. Waugh, London and Hdin- 
burgh ; Mr, Muir, Birkenhead ; Mr. Cooper Brown, Norwich ; Mr. E. Craig, Belfast ; 
Rey. F, Dyson, London ; Misses Barclay, Edinburgh ; Mr. Hutchison, Glasgow ; Mr. 
Maxtone Graham, jun., Crieff; Mr. Binley, London; Mr, Clapperton, Glasgow ; ax 
Mr. and Mrs, Grant Govan, Glengyle. Total catch of trout for week—935.—JOHN 
McFApDYEN, Aug. 8. 

PooLEWE, Ross-SHIRE, N.B, (Poolewe Hotel).—J. Probyn, Esq., London—Goose 
Loch, one day, July 26th, 84 trout, weight 17lb. ; Aug. 9th, 28, 7b. ; Loch Slaggan, 
July 25th, 75, 191b.; Loch Kernsary, July 28th, 10, 2lb.; Aug. 2nd, 8, 3lb, ; Fionm 
Loch, Aug. 4th, 75, 31lb. ; Squad Loch, July 30th, 1, 4lb.; Aug. 6th, 1, 4lb.; 1, 31b.; 
1, 13lb. Venerable Archdeacon Prescott, Carlisle—Goose Loch, July 5th, 81 trout, 
20lb. ; 6th, 80, 19lb.; 18th, 86, 201lb.; Kernsary, July 7th, 16, 8lb. ; 11th, 14, 74]b. ; 
Squad Loch, July 15th, 9, 121b. ; 19th, 16, 7lb.; Fionn Loch, July 20th, 86, 271b. ; 
Loch Maree, July 22nd, 10, 14lb. ; 23rd, 7, 91b.; Goose Loch, July 26th, 39, 15lb. ; 
Squad Loch, July 28th, 12, 8lb.; 29th, 4 (sea), 12lb.; Loch Slaggan, Aug. Ist, 55, 
21lb. Mr. Acklow, Brighton—Squad Loch, July 20th, 8 trout, 41b.; Loch Maree, 
July 21st, 7, 91b. Dr. Brown—Loch Maree, July 18, 8 trout, 10lb. Mr. Young and 
friend, Edinburgh—Loch Slaggan, July 12th, 85,trout, 251b. ; Fionn Loch, July 13th, 
45,17lb. H. Maxwell, Esq., and A. Morrison, Hsq.—Loch Maree, July 25th, 6 trout, 
63lb. Dr. Hector, in five days, 151 trout, 58lb. Mr. Ross and Mr, Lamont, Gairloch 
—Goose Loch, Aug. Ist, 46 trout, 141b.—A. MCLENNAN, 

Spry.—Angling matters have of late been receiving great attention, and this is: 
quite apparent from the many angling visitors that are to be found daily on the 
Spey and its many tributaries. Although the water is very low, still there are 
abundance of fish in the streams, I have heard of some catches this season that 
surpass former years. The Fiddoch has been yielding excellent sport ; the tribu- 
taries near Aberlour are also being well fished. Several gentlemen staying a the 
Aberlour Hotel lately enjoyed excellent sport, and they intend paying a visit tothe 
neighbourhood again for a like purpose.—ANGLER, 

TonauEr HorEeL.—The following are the takes since last report:--July 27, Mrz 
Bourne, on Craggie, brown-trout, 10}lb. July 28, Mr. Bourne, on Craggie, brown- 
trout, 1341b.; Mr. Tetley, on Craggie, brown-trout, 5lb. July 29, Mr. Tetley, on 
Craggie, one salmon, 6lb., and nine trout; Mr. Bourne, on Craggie, brown-trout,, 
10lb. July 30, Mr. Bourne, on Loyal, brown-trout, 10lb.; Mr. Tetley, on Craggie,, 
brown-trout, 6lb. ; Mr. Burton, on Craggie, one salmon, 3lb. August 1, Mr. Tetley, 
on Loyal, fourteen trout, heaviest fish 2lb. ; Mr. Burton, on Loyal, brown-trout, 9Lb. ; 
Mr. Bourne, on Kyle, sea-trout, 153lb., three weighing 4lb, each. August 3, Mr. 
Burton, on Loyal, brown-trout, 7}1b. August 5, Mr. Burton, on Loyal, twenty-one 
trout, 83lb.; Rev. Mr. Lascelles, on Craggie, nineteen trout. August 6, Mr, Burton, 
on Loyal, fourteen trout, 441b.; Rev. Mr. Lascelles, on Kyle, one bass, 51b., and one 
sea-trout.—A. CAMPBELL. 

TWEED, TEVIOT, AND OTHER BORDER RIVERS.—Both Tweed and Teviot are so low 
that the trout can be easily counted in the pools, and the volume of water in these: 
streams is not known to have been so low for at least twenty years, Fishing is,, 
therefore, of a necessity a most unsuccessful and desultory pastime, and those who 
do go out find more enjoyment in sitting on the banks of the rivers or in watching: 
harvest operations going on, which are now in full swing, than of exerting them- 
selves in trying to catch nothing. The rivers in this district are, indeed, in a de- 
plorable condition—from an anglers’ point of view—from want of rain, the volume: 
of water in them being extremely small, and the beds of the streams are getting: 
every day more and more choked up with decaying organic matter and other refuse. 
One or two of the more enthusiastic of the disciples of old Izaak still stick to the: 
rod and the line day after day, but generally speaking their efforts are of no avail, 
and many of the baskets that come home at night can be weighed by the ounce.. 
This state of things will continue, I am convinced, until we have a flood of, say, 
from four to six feet. At present, however, there seems not the least sign of a. 
change, the atmosphere being fine and genial, with a steady glass, and the wind: 
from the south-west.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, Aug. 11. 

Tur TRossAcHs.—The angling season here has not been up to its usual; owing to: 
the very dry weather which prevailed during the greater part of the summer. It 
is to be hoped, however, that next season will not be so disappointing. During the 
last two weeks of February and first two weeks of March, J. McKenzie, Trossachs 
Hotel, secured five nice salmon from Loch Achray with the Phantom ; the weights 
of those fish ranged from 134 to 15lb. The same party had several good baskets of 
trout from time to time out of Achray and Vennacher before the dry weather set in. 
During the month of June several parties staying at the Trossachs Hotel had good 
baskets from Loch Katrine, Mr. Acklom, of Brighton, coming in for the lion’s share 
from time to time. Recently the Messrs. R. and. J. Chrystal, of Stirling, while 
spending a fortnight at the hotel, fished Loch Katrine frequently, and weze nearly 
always successful in landing 4 or 5lb. daily, chiefly, however, with the natural 
minnow, the fish being difficult to move with fly recently. Last week, Mr. Hudgson, 
of Southport, had fair sport on Katrine, and on Achray he had several large baskets: 
of perch, 





ANGLING IN THE DUMFRIESSHIRE Esk, THE LIDDLE, THE HWS, AND THE WAU- 
CHOPE.—The disciples of Old Izaak are now busy traversing the banks of the above: 
“ Border streams.” The weather of July just ended has justified my anticipations, 
in every way, endorsed my prophecy of last week, and made ample amends for the 
parching droughts of May and June. The arrears of rain due have been fully paid. 
up, and the most inveterate grumbler that ever carried a creel must smile approval 
on seeing the “soup” ladled out by the clerk-of the weather in sucha liberal. 
fashion. The rainfall during 16 days in July reached 5°99in.; 1°85in. fell 
on the 9th, and the downfall on the 17th amounted to a little over 
0‘Olin., which beats old Gideon’s record on the golden fleece by some chalks, In the 
neighbourhood of the “muckle toon o’ the Langholm,” where three of the above 
streams meet—viz., the Esk, the Ewes, and the Wauchope—the heart of many a 
thrifty housewife has recently rejoiced when ‘“‘Hame cam oor guidman at e’en,” 
laden with the finny spoil, to be further gladdened in the morning by the delicious 
scents and melodious sounds of the frying-pan. Had the streams continued in their 
recent shallow condition much longer, woe me! it would have been a “sair” time 
for the minnows. The juvenile disciples of the immortal Izaac, who are a pretty 
numerous class in Langholm, have of late brought them ashore in shoals, This is 
all changed now, therefore long life to the minnows !—GLOBE TROTTER, 


A Voracious Exru.—Eels are queer feeders sometimes, and, like the pike, are not — 


particular about devouring one of their own species if needs be. A peculiar instance 
of this sort of cannibalism occurred at Blyth, in North Notts, a few days ago. A 
party went out to the Idle fishing, and one of them in a short time noticed an eel 
a short distance off which was behaving in a very queer fashion. Trying to capture 
it with rod and line, it refused all baits offered, and appearing ill and nearly dead, 
the angler tried his landing net, with the result of finally getting it out of the 
water. Its condition was a source of interest, and the suggestion that it should be 
opened then and there was acted on, To the surprise of the operators, another eel 
was discovered insideit, which, on being liberated, showed itself excessively lively, 
and would soon haye made its way back to the water had it not been stopped. It 
seems the larger eel had swallowed the smaller, which by its lively attitude was makin 
its captor particularly uncomfortable, There was every reason to suppose tha 
shortly the larger eel would have fallen a victim to the smaller had its career not 
peen prematurely brought to a close, The swallowed eel was very nearly half the 
size of the swallower,—L. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Continued from page 91.) 


TWO THEORIES IN CONNECTION WITH TWEED SALMON, 


Srr,—As you will readily understand, the subject of salmon is a fruitful one for 
discussion in Tweedale. 

One theory I heard propounded to account for the present scarcity of salmon in 
the Tweed was to the following effect :—The last winter was a severe one, with 
little snow or rainfall ; hence, we had a small river—as small as at times of pro- 
longed droughts. At the same time, we hada long period of hard frost, which it 
was contended destroyed the spawn deposited beyond the level of the small water. 
There seems common sense in the contention, 

Another experienced fisher says the Tweed salmon are not like other salmon, as 
they refuse to be caught in like manner, This he illustrates by saying that some 
considerable time ago an Irishman was brought to fish with a contrivance that had 
acted wellin Ireland—viz., a hang-net combined with a pole arrangement for flop- 
ping the water with, and so driving the fish in terror into the net. This was found 
to be a failure with the Tweed salmon, and had to be rejected as useless, 

He further refers to the circumstance that the Tyne salmon-fishers—i.e., those on 
the river—fish differently to those on the Tweed ; yet the Tyne fishers, when they 
come to the Tweed to fish (there are some on the Tweed at present), have to fish in 
Tweed fashion to do any good. 

This is curious enough, if true, and I have no reason to doubt it, as my informant 
is an intelligent, observant man, trusted with a responsible position in connection 
with the Tweed salmon-fishing stations for many years. Fish are cuter than is 
generally supposed, but their instinct should not be over-estimated.—I am, &c., 

Berwick-on-T weed. JOSEPH JOHN HILLs, 





BARBEL SLAUGHTER. 

S1r,—I believe it is the habit of many well-known anglers in the Thames to 
return at least three-fourths of their barbel when they are “mad on” and any fool 
can catch them. It seems to me a pity this rule is not more practised on the Trent, 
for what purpose can be gained in taking a great heap (say, 12 stone), many of 
which do not weigh more than 1 and 2lb., I cannot understand,—I am, &c., 

M. A. 


Str,—It seems to me a pity that when a large weight of barbel is taken (7, 8, 9, 
or 10 stone) the greater portion is not returned, especially as many of these barbel 
eventually find their way to the pigs. When Messrs. Wheeldon and Blamey took 
their 3cwt. in the Thames, I believe they only kept six or eight of the heaviest 
fish. Only last September up this river (it does not matter where) I was ata certain 
house when a large hamper containing between 50 and 601b. was just being sent to 
the station, and the largest fish did not weigh 6lb. No wonder these fish are so 
scarce in some places,—I am, Xc., AN OLD ANGLER. 








THAMES ANGLING RIGHTS. 
S1R,—Will you kindly allow me a little space in the Correspondence columns of 
your valuable journal for the purpose of drawing the attention of the numerous 
anglers that peruse those pages to what I consider to be an encroachment on the 


rights and privileges of those anglers who fish that portion of the Thames known as 
Penton Hook? 

On the 7th inst. one of our members wasmuch surprised by a gentleman demanding 
the sum of 6d.as payment for his privilege of fishing. Having been in the habit of 
fishing that spot for years, he in return demanded to see the authority of the gentle- 
man in question ; that authority was produced in the shape of a policeman and a 
piece of paper. Our member, having no wish to come in contact with the force, paid. 
under protest, at the same time modestly asking for a receipt. He was curtly told 
that no receipt would be given. If that planis to be adopted an angler has no pro- 
tection against any unscrupulous and mercenary individual who may demand pay- 
ment before the gentleman who has acquired the property appears on the scene, 

As no notification was given informing anglers that Penton Hook would be closed 
to them except by payment, I take this opportunity of cautioning those who con- 
template visiting that locality, and I trust that some means may be devised by 
which an angler may enjoy one of the most beautiful retreats on the Thames with- 
out being subjected to a system of slightly mitigated blackmail.—I am, &c., 

CHARLES PIGqort, 
Sec. Rising Sun Angling Society. 





ANOTHER GREAT RUN OF SALMON IN THE SOLWAY.—During last week there was 
an unusually heavy run of grilse and salmon in the Solway. On Wednesday and 
Thursday the takes were even greater, and several tons are reported to have been 
sent off to the English and Scotch fish markets; indeed, it is said great difficulty 
was experienced in procuring boxes and getting them packed in time for the trains 
to the South. All the different stations had splendid catches, 


Fiso Dyine In DERBYSHIRE.—The want of rain is being very severely felt in 
many parts of Derbyshire, and the fish in some of the streams are perishing for 
want of sufficient fresh water to keep them in health. Poachers arealso busy among 
the trout thus exposed. On the upper lengths of the Derwent measures are being 
taken to save the fish. For several days keepers have been busily engaged on this 
river, between the new bridge at Froggate and the village of Calver, rescuing the 
trout with buckets from off the shallows and from among the stones on the river- 
bed, and conveying them to deeper water. Many fish have died in this locality, and 
more than one “native” has been caught appropriating these stranded and 
exhausted fish. 


SEA-FISHING ON THE NorRTH-HAST CoAst.—The sea fisheries on the north-east 
coast are now in full swing. There are now, it is estimated, between 3,000 and 
5,000 craft of various sizes employed exclusively on the herring fishery on the range 
of coast lying between the Tyne and the Humber. So far the catches of herring 
have not been large, the average takes being from a few thousand to 20,000 and 
25,000 per boat. Though the quantities landed are, generally speaking, not so great 
as at the corresponding period of several previous seasons, the quality of the fish is 
much superior. The herrings are, for the most part, well fed, healthy, and firm to 
the touch, and command good prices at the wholesale market. Recently there have 
been some very good catches of saimon, and at Whitby some excellent fish have been 
landed by the cobles. These have met with a ready demand at the local market, 
Salmon-trout is plentiful, and this season promises to be the best on record. Cod, 
ling, haddock, and the iike are plentiful ; bat the prices realised for this kind of fish 
are rather low.—J. J, JACKSON. 
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THE IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886, 
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THE INVERNESS FISHING & SHOOTING CAPE. 


The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 
tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
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INDIARUBBER LEATHER-LINED 
SHOOTING BOOTS, 





— ALWAYS SOFT AND PLIABLE, 


ILLUSTRATED PRICED CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION. 





ANDERSON, ANDERSON, AND ANDERSON, 


INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, 


EEN VICTORIA STREET, CITY, LONDON, E.C. 


Works— 
BOW ROAD, E. 


And 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSBA. 
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CLOSE TIMES AND ANGLING LICENSES IN SCOTLAND. 


Fisnery Boards in Scotland do not raise money for the protection of the 
rivers under their jurisdiction by licenses, but by an assessment levied in terms 
of the Salmon Fishery Acts of 1862 and 1868 on the rental of the fisheries in 
the district. That is to say, if a proprietor in the district of the river Tay, for 
example, has a salmon fishery let for £500 a year, he pays 5 per cent., or what 
other assessment may be imposed by the district board on that rental for the 
protection of the fisheries. The river Tweed is regulated by its special Acts of 
1857 and 1859, and has its own Commissioners ; and, in the case of the Tweed, 
there is a statutory assessment of 20 per cent., and a voluntary assessment of 7 
per cent., making in all 27 per cent. of the rental. f 

With regard to the annual close times for Scotch salmon rivers, the fullest 
and most accurate information, brought down to the date of the report in Mr. 
Archibald Young’s last report to the Fishery Board for Scotland, may be 
procured from H.M. Stationery Office, price 5s. 6d. The weekly close time 1s 
shorter in Scotland than it is either in England or in Ireland, being only 36 
hours, extending from 6 o'clock on Saturday evening to 6 o'clock on Monday 
morning. 





Tur Errects or CATCHING A Mrrmaip.— The following legend is given 
publicity in the first number of Scottish Notes and Queries, and we commend its 
consideration to those of our readers who may be sojourning by the briny deep 
during the summer, and who may be fortunate enough to “hook ” one of these 
delightful demoiselles “ early in the morning” :—“ In the days long past, one morn- 
ing early, a man named Campbell strayed down to the sea-beach, to the spot where 
the harbour (Portmahomack, Aberdeenshire) now is. He saw a mermaid in the 
water, gave pursuit,and caught her. She struggled hard to get free ; but her 
captor was too strong for her, and held her fast. She then had recourse to pleading, 
and Campbell at last consented to let her go on three conditions: First, that there 
should never be a broken wave in the pool where she was caught ; second, that not 
one of his descendants should ever be drowned ; third, that his descendants should 
always have plenty of this world’s goods. She evidently gave ‘her promise true,’ 
for the following are given as consequent facts. First, the pool in which the 
mermaid was caught is now the harbour of Portmahomack, and it is a fact, accord- 
ing to observation, that a broken wave has never been seen in the harbour. No 
matter how high the wave may be, the moment it strikes the outside of the pier it 
falls flat. Second, so far as known, nota single descendant of Campbell has been 
drowned, though many of them have followed the occupation of fisherman or 
sailor. A good many years ago a ship was wrecked in the Bay of Aberdeen, and all 
on board perished with the exception of one man, whose mother’s name was Camp- 
bell, and a descendant of Campbell who caught the mermaid, He was unable to 
swim, and had to float well-nigh an hour before being picked up by the lifeboat. 
Third, those who have sprung from Campbell have never been known to be in 
pinched circumstances, but have enjoyed a fair competence. One of them said to 
the mother of my informant that when she changed a pound-note the silver seemed 
to grow in her purse.” 

THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of goou pockets for 


fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 


end to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48 South Molton-street, W. ; 








Just ready, price 1s., post free, 


Angling in Salt Water. 


A Practical Work on Sea-Fishing with Rod and Line from the Shore, Piers, 
Jetties, Rocks, and Boats, With 54 Illustrations, 


JOHN BICKERDYKE. 


A thoroughly good work by a Practical Fisherman. 


London: L. UPCOTT GILL, 170, Strand, W.C. 
Post Free 14 Stamps. Price 1s. 


MADDOCK’S_ “ ANTI-MIDGE.” 


A SURE AND PLEASANT PREVENTIVE OF BITES AND STINGS OF INSECTS; 
A little either alone or mixed with water to be dabbed on the face and hands, 
PREPARED ONLY BY 


L. N. CORDEN, Chemist, Arun House, Pulborough, Sussex. 


BUSHMILLS TO THE TRADE. 


ISHING TACKLE MAKERS and 
PURE OLD 


Sellers, especially those dealing in 


Sea Tackle, should stock afew Bicker- 
dyke’s “ ANGLING IN SALT WATER,” 
FIRST PRIZE MEDAL, CORK, 1883. 


which sells at ls. A large sale certain, 
as it is a really good book, and is the 
only one on the subject. Terms, which 
are very liberal, and Prospectus sent on 
EXTRACT FROM JUDGES’ AWARD. i e 
CRHOTIOK IMEC Wee ae receipt of name and address on post-card 
place of honour here was obtained by No. 
16 (Bushmills). I firmly believe the future 
of the best quality and most nutritious 


by the Publisher, 
L. UPCOTT GILL, 170, Strand, London, 
description of Irish Whisky lies here.” 
AWARDED 


corp mena, ,,,, (Old Scotch Whiskies 


FOR CASH. 
This Whisky is considered by the medical 
faculty to be superior to the finest French 




















Brandy, and as such will be found an ex 
cellent substitute. 





May be had in Cases and Casks, 





FOR SAMPLES AND QUOTATIONS APPLY TO THE 


Bushmills Old Distillery Co, 


(LIMITED). 
OFFICES; AND STORES; 


TOLLCROSS BLEND (Regd.) 


ONE QUALITY ONLY. 
THEH VERY BEST. 
15s. &18s. per gal.,or 32s. & 38s. per doz. 
SPECIAL GLENLIVET, pure 1882, 20s. per gall. 
In Casks or Jars any size. 
Jarsand Casks returnable. Bottles and Cases Free 


DAVID PETER, 
Scotch Whisky Dealer and Blender, 


HILL STREET, BELFAST, |18, HOME-STREET, EDINBURGH, 
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DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE, For particulars apply to 

ALEX, McGREGOR, 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE, 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY, 


Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE, Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter. ’Bus communi- 
cation to and from Aberdeen daily. Conveyances 
meet trains at Logieriere Station when desired. 








Fishing Gear supplied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent. Further particulars on spplication. 
J. RITCHIK, Proprietor. 


IMPERIAL HOTEL, 
ABERDEEN. 


Personally 





Patronised by the Royal 

Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
Der and Don. 
Gentlemen are Boarded during the Seuson. 





DEESIDE HYDROPATHIC 
ESTABLISHMENT, 


Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 

The Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of PRESERVED SALMON and TROUT 
FISHING FREE over about two miles of the far- 
afmed River Dee (partly on both gides of the 
river), as it runs through the estates of Heathcot 
and Ardoe. In the constructing, furnishing, 
and surroundings of the house no expense has 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, 
&c., can be had from Dr, STEWART, Resident 
Superintendent, Heathcot. 








ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotelis situated near Loch Htive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE ishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argyllshire. Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine. JAS. MURRAY, Proprietor, 





THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWE. 


Portsonachan Hotel, 


LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTE, 1886 :—“ Port- 
sonachan Hotel isone of the best situated, as it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has asteam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel ; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secure boats, &c., beforehand.” 


CUILFAIL HOTEL, 
PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN, 


Visitors at “COuilfail” have the privilege of 
Fishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous Ioch Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fishing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also be bad, and Grouse and other Shooting 
by arrangement with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use of Anglers, Average 
weekly take of Trout, 1,600. Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and delightful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MOFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. Telegraph 
Office :—Kilmartin. 











ARGYLLSHIRE. 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 
of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 
the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 
strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 





LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, end SALMO 


FEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE, 


TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN. 


First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station. Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers call at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A. MUNRO. 





TOBERMORY (Island of Mull). 
WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 


Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days. 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


MULL. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Lochs in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. 


SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SEA 
FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS 


may also be had. 
Posting, with careful drivers. ~ ~ 


The Hotel is seven miles from Staffa and Iona, 
and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and antiquarian interest. 

Visitors are assured that every attention will be 
paid to their comfort, and 


CHARGES WILL BE FOUND MODERATE. 


BANFFSHIRE. 


SPEY ANGLING 
FREE. 


The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Spey and 
Fiddoch, Nicely situated. It is the most con- 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 
arrangements. Hiring in all its branches. Hvery 
attention is given to comfort, Magnificent 


scenery. 
JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor. 


SPEY RODS, 


A. STUART and SON, 


FISHING TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
ABERLOUR-ON-SPEY, 


Have the Largest and Most Complete STOCK of 
FISHING MaTERIAL in Strathspey. Hvery- 
thing is guaranteed of the best quality. Their 




















Spey Rod is known all over the world. 


FORFARSHIRE, 


PANMURE ARMS HOTEL, 
EDZELL, BY BRECHIN, NB, 


Excellent SALMON and TROUT-RISHING on 
NORTH ESK, FREE to Hotel Visitors. Besides 
the Hotel water, the Splendid Trouting Streams of 
Glenesk, in which Trout of good size and quality 
abound, are within easy distance. This is a quiet 
and beautiful retreat, and the fishing is good all 
the Spring and Summer Months. Particulars on 
application. ; 


KEITH KNOWLES, Proprietor. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An Improved Servic of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer, 








TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 





BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c, Fares: 3s., Is. 9d., 1s, 6d. 


For full particulars see Biils. 
London, August, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAWBE 
TO] 


JESSAMINE. 
MAY BLOSSOM. _. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONKY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTH, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 

QOonsributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom. 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Cc., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland........ 10s. 6d 
» Six Months ” » » » ” ach déeseeess 5 4 
», Three Months ,, + a 7 as Rep ecanas ais 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
188, Fleet-street, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 23879. 


Fishing Gazette. 
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SALMON AND SEA-TROUT ANGLING INAUTUMN 
IN THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS. 
By W. MURDOCH. 
WHERE SHALL WE GO? 
RIVER FISHING. 


TuE Director-General bids and we will, Our chief, the Editor’s, 
instructions to us are to bring under the notice of the numerous 
and ever-increasing array of readers of the popular GAZETTE, by 
means of a “ concise, practical description,” alist of good quarters in 
the Highlands attached to which salmon and sea-trout angling 
either in rivers or lochs can be had /ree, or for “ little or nothing,” 
during the back-end season of the year. The task we essay isa 
difficult one, notso much in describing the fishings as in indicating 
probable sport, for who is to know, after such a time of trying heat, 
drought, and want of fishing as we have struggled through so heroically ? 
But the autumn may come and go, and yet the channels of our rivers 
and streams have little more water in them than they have at 
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the present time. Autumn is indeed come—it has brought to us in these 
Northern parts a little refreshing coolness, but of rain not so much as to 
move the rivers. Day by day they are getting lower —lower and still 
lower. By thesalmon-fishers the subsidence is now measured by eighths of an 
inch ! and not by feet. Fine work, and nice calculation! What a pass we are 
coming to! Still, my brothers of the angle, let us be patient, as befitteth dis- 
ciples of good old Izaak ; let us hope, hope manfully—hope that rain pelting 
and pouring in torrents will not be long delayed, that down the hillsides will 
dance the streams in all their fulness, that the mosses and moors will gush forth 

“from every point their peat-brown waters, and that alike the streams of 
mountain, hill, glen, strath, and plain—all in top volume—may unite to swell 
our Eastern rivers up, which, rejoicing in the security of his strength, the great 
leviathan salmon of the “ back-end” will cleave his way with delight. Does 
this seem “concise and practical ?’”—not very. But we draw upon the good 
nature of our readers who are salinon anglers. They quite understand us. We 
must needs have big waters before we can have “ big records.” No water means 
no fish. Reserving for next week a notice of the autumn fishings of the West 
Coast and Islands, we take upon this occasion a “run” of the East and North- 
East Coast rivers, and to them, without indulging in more preamble, we now 
address ourselves. 


Tub Nortu Esk.—First to claim our attention is the fine stretch of water 
of the river North Esk, rented for his visitors by Keith Knowles, of Panmure 
Arms Hotel, Edzell, by Brechin. This is a superior fishery—about a mile in 
length. Three of the casts (well known to all local anglers) are acknowledged 
to be about the best in the river; these let us name :—1. Lynn Martin.—Is 
never without plenty of fish. In general it fishes best in any state of the river, 
from fairly swollen to greatly flooded. It is from 300 to 490 yards long, and 
wheninplyis fishable throughout. 2. The Bulwark.—This sure cast is in very best 
ply when the river is in medium volume. Inthe “back-end” last year it one 
day yielded to Mr. Murray, Brechin, several fine fish, one of which scaled 30b., 
another only about a pound less. 3 The Lang Stream.—Seldom is this catch 
without a good stock of “lordly sawmon.” It is almost certain to afford the 
anglers a “kill” if the water is in medium volume, and a good stiff west wind 
ruffling its surface. The whole fishery, bar the shallows, is most likely-looking 
water and pleasant to fish. Septemberand Octoberare far and away the best months; 
and if after the nets are taken off lower down heavy running waters, to enable 
the fish to push upward, occur with frequency, angling of a superior order is 
assured. There is always, when the water is in fettle, ample room for four rods, 
the fishing being so close throughout. It is free to Mr. Knowles’s guests ; and 
all the fish killed are the property of the angler. As to flies, such good old 
patterns as Jock Scott and Silver Doctor maintain their well-earned popularity ; 
but no “rod” who would foresee contingencies will care to be without—to wit, 
the celebrated local patterns : “ Member,” “ Dalhousie,” “ Carnegie,” and “ Jim 
Robertson.” Gentlemen who think of a visit to this pretty spot, to fish, fare 
well, and enjoy the surroundings, should, if possible, a week or two before 
arriving, communicate with the hotel-keeper, as there is sometimes a difficulty in 
accommodating all who apply. There is the above angling, and other angling 
about—specially good in the West Water ; and as much additional information 
as anyone could wish, Mr. David Murray, gun and fishing-tackle maker, Brechin 
—a noted salmon-fisher and great authority on flies—will be very pleased indeed 
to supply. The South Esk and West Water are noted for sea-trout, concerning 
angling for which Mr. Murray will give particulars. 


Tur Der.—This lovely river enters the sea at the town of Aberdeen. Its 
name and fame as a salmon river are known the wide world over, and as the 
“Silvery Dee,” of the “Silver City by the Sea,” it figures in song and story ; 
while its banks, braes, howes, and knowes, all romantic and pleasant to look 
upon, present an ever-changing, but harmonious, blending of the sylvan, spacious, 
and grandly rugged. And it is in this “ world of wonder ”—in one of its loveliest 
spots—thatas fine a stretch of river for free salmon angling in autumn as there 
is in “ braid Scotlan’” is to be’‘met with. We refer, oh slayer of the lordly salmon, 
to the Heathcote and Ardoe sections of the Dee, attached to the charming Dee- 
side Hydropathic, five miles up river, “frae th’ braif toun o’ Aiberdein.” This 
compact, model, and productive fishery is rented at a high figure (£70) by Dr, 
Stewart, cf the “ Hydro.,” to afford sport for his visitors, all and sundry having 
liberty (Cf bond-fide visitors) to fish free of charge, and to retain all 
the fish they kill. The distance between the “Hydro” and the river 


is barely half a mile, and the best casts of the lot are those 
nearest at hand. Altogether, there is quite a two mile length of 
water, including both sides of river. The principal named easts 


are New Cut, Ardoe Pool, Bridge or Cults Pool (abeen the shakkin 
briggie), Bridge Stream, Inchgarth, and Kirk Pot. All the casts are good— 
New Cut and Ardoe Pool especially so. Heavy fish lie in the latter—a very 
sure hold; and it is only two years since Gordon, the keeper, fishing with fly— 
a Glen Tanar, if we mistake not—took out of it one of the enormous weight of 
57lb. We can honestly recommend the “ Hydro.” and its fishings (see advt. in 
GazETTE) ; the surroundings are lovely, the air pure and bracing, the soil light 
and porous, the house comforts first-class, terms ‘‘not even a circumstance ”— 
very, very reasonable ; the table is first-rate—plain, but most substantial, and 
really good—and no angling PATIENT to submit to the régime and cold water or 
Turkish bath cure unless he likes. Dr. and Mrs. Stewart are particularly kind. In 
short, the “ Hydro.” is a plareone can thoroughly enjoy staying at. The Doctor 
rents the water, as he firmly believes that, combined with good food, good air, 
and good fishing, healthy outdoor exercise can cure many ills. He is 
wise in his day. August (last week), September, and October are the best 
months for the fishing. The time between the middle of September and the 
middle of October is really most certain for sea-trout. October is usually the 
choicest month for salmon ; but in September, if a deal of rain falls, the sport 
is capital. When the salmon are not on the “ take,” the sea-trout can be pushed, 
and in a slough at the top of Ardoe Pool there are pike galore. In short, sport 
of one kind or another can always be had. The best ground for sea-trout is on 
the shingly shallows. Flies, creepers, dandies, and rock robins are the most 
useful lures; but the teal or widgeon skier often does great things. The 
salmon-fishing is chiefly with fly, the best’ patterns of which are 
Grey and Yellow Eagles (for heavy waters, and from dusk till dark 
—notably a large Grey, 4in. to 5in. long, as the last thing for the day— 
night, rather—as the darkness sets in all round), Gordon, Dunt, Glentanar, 
Killer, Catcher, Peacock, Silver Doctor, and Black Doctor. The Aberdeen tackle- 
makers know well the above, and all other good killers. There are 
no obstructions—not a single one—on the Dee to prevent the fish running freely. 
The netting along the coast and in the river ceases for the season on the 26th of 
the present month. Gentlemen who may wish to fish the “ Hydro.” water 
should not be long in communicating with Dr. Stewart, as it is strictly against 
the Doctor’s ideas to have his fishery overloaded with rods. The tidal waters 
of the Dee, after the netting operations end for the season (26th August), give 
give moderately good angling for finnocks or whiting, the grilse of the sea-trout. 
Between these waters and the Heathcote stretch there is quite a three-mile 
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length of river, portions of which, such as Inchgarth, Polldown, Nether 
Banchory, and Garthdee (part), are let out by the week, month, or season ; but 
so near the sea are these fishings that, in running, most of the fish pass quickly 
through ; hence, bar a salmon at times, it is only with finnocks that sport of any 
consequence can be had. If the cost is not much the results are not great. 

TuE Don.—There is to be had in this fine river a good deal of free and 
nominally free angling. The Nether Don fishery, so famed for its sea-trout 
fishing in autumn, is let for the season, at £20, to alimited number of rods, each 
rod paying a proportion. Extremely good sport is often obtained between this 
time of the year and the end of the season (31st October), and seldom indeed 
are the results approaching to anything like poor. The fishery is almost all tidal, 
and wading in several parts of it is wholly indispensable. According to the 
state of the tide, the angler fishes the lower, the middle, or the upper casts. The 
uppermost cast of all is good fora few salmon. No difficulty need be experienced 
in iinding rooms, or hotel accommodation, quite suitable within easy distance. 
Old Aberdeen is beside the. river, and Aberdeen less than a mile away. All 
the tickets are let for this season, but two of the holders are not fishing, 
and might therefore be got to part with theirs. The Kintore Burgh 
Water—In an autumn wet enough to cause the river to run_ high 
fish can quite easily get over the dykes and obstructions lower down ; and it 
follows that in such a season this reach, as it contains a number of capital 
holding pools, affords salmon-fishing of a no mean order. Tickets 2s. 6d. per 
day, or 10s. for the season. October is the best month ; but the shoal of fish 
that get up with the first (say, late in September) spate take the fly most freely. 
Higher up river is the Burgh water of Inverurie—free ; but not of much account, 
as it is severely flogged by all the Jabeses and Geordies of the town—and higher 
up still are the reaches in connection with the hotels at Alford. Mr. James 
Brown, Haughton Arms Hotel, Alford, has—free to his visitors—two very 
fine long reaches, one at Kemnay, the other at Alford. During the last 
three weeks of the season both these reaches usually yield remarkably 
well. The Bridge of Alford Hotel water, at the same time, is also very 
good for salmon; but the bother of it is, it is so far from the hotel. 
‘The autumn salmon of the Don run a capital average—about 16lb. Heavy fish 
are plentiful. The biggest fish caught last year weighed 48lb. The Aberdeen 
tackle-makers (Garden and Brown) may be trusted to put anglers all right as to 
the lures acceptable to the fish. The most telling flies for autumn salmon-fish- 
ing in Don are Yellow Eagle (for heavy waters), Dunt, Glentanar, Minister, 
Peacock, Grey Heron, Lady Caroline, Dusty Miller, Black Doctor, Jock Scott, 
Gordon, Butcher, Childers, and Popham. 

THe Yruan.—Yythan Fishery, Newburgh, by Aberdeen, has for long held a 
foremost place as a sea-trout water. The part of the season best for it is 
between 26th August (when tie nets are taken off) and the middle of October. 
The entire stretch of water (several miles) is tidal, and it is chiefly from the 
boat that the sport is got. The innkeeper at Newburgh preserves the angling 
for his guests. Fly does fairly ; but it is not so deadly as the Devon, Sandeel, 
Creeper, Tube, Wriggler, and sundry lures of a local character. In a good 
year the sport is often first-rate. Large trout are moderately plentiful, but 
rarely do those composing a “take” average more than a pound apiece. The 
hotel—Udny Arms—is close to the fishings. It is advertised in our columns 
under the “ Anglers’ Register for Scotland.” The Harl of Aberdeen, Haddo 
House, by Aberdeen, owns an immense stretch of the river, from both banks, 
and is very liberal in granting fishing. Splendid salmon angling, and very fair 
sea-trout and grilse angling, those favoured with the requisite permit may con- 
fidently rest assured of obtaining in his lordship’s fishery during the month of 
October. The fish are both good and of a good average size. Jock Scott, Silver 
Scott, Green Parrot, Dunt, Dun Wing, Childers, and several “ turkey-winged ” 
patterns are the deadliest salmon flies ; minnow, worm, and Brown’s Phantom 
suit well. The Aberdeen tackle-makers are able to supply all other necessary 
information. . 

TuE UaiE.—Since, two years ago, Colonel Ferguson, of Pitfour, the principal 
proprietor, in order to benefit the rod-fishers, ceased to exercise his right to the 
netting at the mouth of and in the river, the angling has improved threefold. 
It is now excellent in September and October ; but unless spates occur unusually 
early in September, it is well toward the end of the month before much sport is 
got. Salmon, grilse, and sea-trout abound, and the angling is well worth the 
money. ‘The whole of the river, and both its branches (North and South Ugie), 
including all the best angling water, and extending to about 25 miles, can be 
fished by anyone for the season on paying a trifling sum to Mr. Wm. Ainslie, 
Factor, Estate Office, Pitfour, by Mintlaw, N.B. About Peterhead, the summer 


angling has done remarkably well this year, as many as ten grilse and a good 


number of heavy sea-trout having already fallen to one rod. ‘he tidal portion 
of the Ugie is the best water in Aberdeenshire for sea-trout of a large 
size. On the main river, which is only about six miles in length, there 
are five or six superior casts for salmon, and from (according to 
the state of the river) eight to a dozen fairish casts in addition. 
In the Haughs 0’ Auchtydonal, and below the Bridge of Baluss, at Mintlaw, 
there is a great extent of fine sea-trout water. This is in the South Ugie, in 
which, also, between Longside village and its confluence with the North Ugie, 
there are a few good casts for salmon—one remarkably good below the railway 
bridge, right up from the “ meetin’ o’ the waters” in the Haughs o’ Rora. In 
certain parts of the North Ugie is pretty good for both salmon and sea-trout. 
Worm is a deadly lure in every part of the Ugie and its branches ; and Brown’s 
Phantom (made by Wm. Brown, 36, George-street, Aberdeen) is also used with 
much success. Wm. Garden, 1223, Union-street, Aberdeen, has made Ugie flies 
a special study, and patterns certain to kill either salmon and grilse, or sea-trout, 
can be had from him or Mr. Brown. Peterhead, the “herring capital” of the 
North-East coast, is the best place to stay at till the first week in October ; after 
that Longside and Mintlaw (hotels in both) are better centres, as most of the 
best fish are then pushing up-stream to settle in stretches easily reached from 
these places. In the autumn last year, Mr. Macdonald, schoolmaster, Peterhead, 
had capital sport, killing, though he did not fish regularly, the goodly number of 
thirty salmon and grilse. 

Tue DevERoN.—Of this beautiful river, so noted for superior salmon angling 
in autumn, a remarkably fine stretch in the neighbourhood of Huntly, extending 
to five miles in length, is open to the public free of charge. It is His Grace the 
Duke of Richmond and Gordon, K.G., a noble patron of the angle, that 
generously concedes this boon. October is much the best month, and some years 
the number of fish caught is quite astonishing. If heavy spates occur early in 
September the fish are not long in finding their way to the Huntly waters, and 
in that case the angling is good during the last week or ten days of the month. 
October, however, as remarked, is the month for the best sport. Only salmon 
angling is of any consequence, the Deveron being a poor sea-trout water. The 
fish got are nearly all good, as with few exceptions they belong to the autumn 
ascent, the runners of spring and summer having long before pushed on to the 
farthest up-reaches of the rivers. When fish are very plentiful the angling 
is carried on with great vigour. One rod has several times caught 
from five to eight salmon in a day. Now and again a very 


heavy fellow is got. The average weight is between 12lb.. and 16lb, 
Worm, minnow, phantom, and fly are used, and each has its ardent votaries and 
run of success. For coloured or high-running waters the Jock Scott, Gordon, 
and Grey and Yellow Eagles are the deadliest flies, while for ordinary occasions, 
those found most useful are the Dunt, Glentanar, Sir Peter, Minister, and 
Helmsdale. The best local patterns have mallard, or light, or ginger-spreckled 
turkey wings (two single strips), with lightish brown, or orange shaded into 
red, or yellow shaded into orange, mohair for bodies ; and red cock, or black, 
dun, or grey heron hackles. There are hotels and houses in the pretty little 
town of Huntly, where good fare and good accommodation can be had at a 
moderate figure. During the last fortnight of October the angler will find the 
sport in the waters connected with the Grouse Inn, Cabrach (10 miles up 
river from Huntly), to be remarkably good, if the season is quite an average 
one. By that time, however, the fish will have fallen off in condition a 
little. Garden, tackle-maker, Aberdeen, has a capital knowledge of the Deveron 
fishings. : 

Tus Fiopica.—This is a lovely little river, running through magnificent 
scenery. Among the rivers named it ‘‘takes the cake” for fly-fishing for sea- 
trout during September and October. It has no over-estimated reputation, for 
when in its best fettle it yields really astonishing sport. The sea-trout give 
grand play, and it will be satisfactory to anglers to know that they run to a 
large size, and the average is a good one, The lower and middle reaches are 
the best, and they are open to the public. Rooms may be had at Craigellachie, 
a charming spot close to the foot of the river, and the hotel at Aberlour (three 
miles distant), from which there is regular train service, is a good house and 
convenient in every way for the fishing. Staying at the latter place, the autumn 
angling in ae J 

THE Spey, which has just begun, can be taken along with the Fiddich angling. 
The reach of Spey, free at Aberlour, is excellent for fianock from the present 
time till the close of the season (15th Oct.). It also, when a certain height of 
water prevails, gives middling salmon and grilse angling. They say (the natives) 
that forty-pounders have been caught in this reach! The flies for Spey, like 
the Heathen Chinee, are peculiar. They are dressed with the hackles reversed, 
have short wings of mallard, and the body of several resembles mixed “ neep” 
seed. There are only some six or seven patterns in all, and the names they are 
known by are Spey Dog. Lady Caroline, Green King, Purple King, Black King, 
Silver Reiach, and Gold Reiach. A Yellow Eagle (Dee pattern) is a noted 
killer when the river is swollen. A fetching place is Aberlour—a charming 
autumn resort ; the wooded slopes of Arndilly ; the groundsof Aberlour House, 
with the trees planted by “‘ Bonnie Prince Charlie” ; the Carron Cock ; the auld 
brig o’ the Craig ; the Linn o’ Ruthrie ; distilleries galore and whusky. 


“ Dandalieth, Dundureas, and Dalvey, 
The bonniest haughs in a’ the rin o’ Spey,” 


Are all in the neighbourhood, and all worth seeing, especially the Carron 
Cock, the Tap o’ Ben Rinnes—the distilleries and the whusky—the rale Glen- 
livet in its native place. 


WHERE TO GO FOR AUTUMN ANGLING IN IRELAND. 


THE advice I am about to offer is solely intended for the use of 
anglers who may propose to make an autumn excursion to Ireland. 
As very few of them will select other than the Holyhead to Kings- 
town, or Holyhead to Dublin (direct) route, I make that pretty but 
most distressed city the base from which to start. There will, how- 
ever, be little difficulty for voyagers to other parts in adapting their 
progress to any of the routes laid down in these columns.” 


FELies.t 

If the tourist has made up his mind to fish near Dublin, or, indeed, anywhere 
in the province of Leinster, he cannot do better than place himself in the hands 
of Flint, of Essex Quay, or of Martin Kelly, of Sackville-street. Both can supply 
the most suitable and very well-tied flies. Nor do I think that for the Errive 
and Ballinahinch fisheries (in Connemara) an angler can haye better guides. For 
Clonmel, Bradford, the local man, will serve. For the Cork rivers, Haines, of 
Patrick-street, has everything, and his South Kerry flies are admirable. For the 
Killarney and North Kerry fish, Mrs. M. Carthy, of Killarney, caters temptingly ; 
and in Limerick, Nestor, of George’s-street, will satisfy the most exigent angler. 
In Mayo, the Hearns, of Ballina, are all-sufficient artists, as are the Rogans, in 
Ballyshannon, for all the North West, the Erne, Bundrowes, Lough Melvin, 
Arrow, and the Donegal lakes and rivers. Some of the fishings on the routes 
I indicate are accessible from Dublin at points (of the journey thence) some con- 
siderable distance from the homes of the local fly-dressers. It will be therefore 
prudent to write in advance to Hearns or Rogan for flies suitable for Mayo or 
the north-west respectively, and if the route selected be set out, their advice will 
often add to the value of their flies. 

ROvuTES. 

The routes and sojourns I suggest are by no means the only ones that can be 
recommended. There are others quite as good, but the limits of a short article 
constrain me to make a selection, and I merely desire to point out a few centres 
which afford sport, and from which divergencies can be made on future excur- 
sions. I omit, too, all the Westmeath waters, because I am sure anglers wish- 
ing to enjoy them at their best should select the May Fly season. 


THE LEINSTER Tour (1). 

If small trout (few or none abovea pound) satisfy an angler from Dublin, he 
can scarcely do better than spend a week in Wicklow. From Miller’s in Ennis- 
kerry, or one of the excellent hotels in Bray, he can easily reach Loughs Dan or 
Luggela, and with Lord Powerscourt’s agent’s permission the beautiful stretch 
which runs through the demesne. From Wooden Bridge or Newrath Bridge 
bounteous streams can be reached, and to the enjoyment of most charming 
scenery is added an almost absolute certainty of full creels of pretty small fish from 
a quarter-pound upwards. At both these stations there are very nice and mode- 
rately cheap hotels. To the north of Dublin there is not much fishing within easy 


reach which repays the trout angler after July. The exceptions scarcely justify _ 


my recommending them to hurried tourists, but some hold sea-trout. At Mala- 
hide, nine miles north of Dublin, the bass-fishing should not be neglected. The 
estuary there is full of this sea-fish. Westward, the Upper Liffey and King’s 
River give some sport ; but the river in that direction which claims notice is the 
Greese, which can be reached in about two hours from Dublin. There is an 
inn at Ballitore which affords sufficient accommodation. The Greese trout are 
very good to look at, and bold feeders and fighters. The best flies at this season 
or later are doubtless the Grouses, the Black Rail, Despard’s Olive, the Silver 





* Imainly address myself to anglers for trout (sea or brown) : salmon and other 


fishing I mention incidentally. ; 
t We have never seen more beautiful salmon flies than those made by Daniel O’Fee, 
Rasharkin, co, Antrim, Ireland,—Ip, 
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Magpie, and, at dark or night, the Lemon-and-White Moth. Elsewhere in 
Leinster there is not much to attract a tourist angler at this season except on 
one river, the Nore. It is best reached by him from Kilkenny, and, from com- 
fortable quarters at the Club House Hotel, fair trout-fishing and, mayhap, a 
salmon can be had till October. 

Tur Munster Tour (2). 

This tour is much more attractive than the preceding one, Clonmel is the 
best quarter to command the lower Suir, and thereby a salmon can be added to 
bags of good trout. Lismore is the quarter for the Lower Blackwater ; the 
autumn salmon-fishing is often very good, and nice trout streams are accessible. 
Fermoy is on the Upper Blackwater. Besides that fine salmon stream, its afflu- 
ents, the Aubeg, the Funcheon, the Arraglin, and the Bride are all within reach, 
though for some of them (the Bride, for instance, is better got at from Tallagh) 
the town of Fermoy isnot the best centre to fish from. The Funcheon requires 
astrong wind ; the Aubeg repays a dry-fly fisher better than most Irish rivers. 
From the city of Cork there is actually little good trout-fishing accessible within 
an hour's ride ; outside that there is excellent and much trout-fishing in the Lee, 
the Dripsey, and other rivers. Haynes, of Patrick-street, is a most reliable 
man in all respects, and it is but due to him and to my readers to commend them 
to his guidance for flies and advice on the localities where they may get sport. 
Westward, at Bandon and Inchigeela (the hotel accommodation at the former 
is not very good), there is excellent sport, and so on to lovely Glengarriff, the 
last fishing station, and a very good one, before crossing the Kerry border. 
As I write the white trout-fishing should be at its best thereabouts. 
Owing, however, to the exceptionally dry season, the fish have not yet been able 
to run up, and after some rains they will probably be found in unusual numbers 
till the end of the season. Kenmare isa sleepy little place, but affords very good 
fishing. There is an hotel there, and the Ardshellaun, the Sneem, the Black- 
water, and the Fiririahy are nice sporting rivers. The last holds very few 
brown-trout, but many, and, perhaps, the heaviest sea-trout in the island. The 
Roughty river also gives sport, and should the streams be too low to permit the 
ascent of the sea-trout, it is well worth while getting down to Kenmare Bay to 
fish for them, trolling with a small, bright, artificial minnow or Devon bait, or 
dragging with a sand-eel mounted on a hook, with a “screw” (like a ship's) 
whipped at the head of the sand-eel, to make it spin. The handle part of a tea- 
spoon is easily filed and bent to make the “screw.” The bowl will serve a turn 
as a spoon bait, which, indeed, if it be not too large, kills sea-trout in estuaries. 
Beyond Kenmare, to the westward, is Waterville, Glencar, and Carragh. Thereby 
are two good hotels (reasonably cheap), and very good sea-trout and fair brown- 
trout and grilse-fishing. On both lakes and rivers the charges for boats and 
other expenses used to be very moderate, and I believe they are so now. Killarney 
I barely recommend to anglers at this time of the year. Further north, about 
Listowell, there issome grilse and very good white and brown trout-fishing. 

In the next county, Limerick, most of the best fishing is over ; but the Mulcaire 
river, both above and below Drumkeen, will repay avisit. At Drumkeen isa rail- 
way station and inn, some eight miles from Limerick. The “ Maigue,” “ Morn- 
ing Star,” and “ Dheel” rivers afford salmon-fishing, the first and last sea-trout, 
and all of them bennie brookers. Nestor’s advice about them and the flies these 
fish love is quite reliable. From Limerick, Killaloe and the fishing on Lough 
Derg is easily reached by train. I pass by Castleconnell, as all the salmon 
reaches are claimed there; and even the capital accommodation to be had at 
Enright’s Hotel does not compensate for the difficulties put in the way of trout- 
fishers. Killaloe has some bad lodgings and two poor hotels ; but Grace, the 
station-master, puts up a few anglers, and comfortably. Of the hotels, the 
better is Miss Hurley's ; but, in point of fact, it is only the fine sport to be had 
which makes up for the discomfort of a sojourn at Killaloe. The boatmen there 
are very good. A cast fora salmon can always be had in the Abbey water. 
Major Scott is the lessee, and never refuses a civil request. At early morning 
and late evening, in the river below the bridge, a number of trout may be 
killed ; but at this season I should prefer working the lake (Derg), and at no 
time of the year is there better mixed sport. The largest trout are now killed. 
They fattened during the May Fly rise ; then went off the feed for a time, and 
are once more ravenous prior to running up the streams to spawn. Very 
large (for trout) flies, and with plenty of colour (Golden Pheasant, 


Indian Crow, Summer Duck, &c.), do best; and minnows, small 
trout, eel - tail, spoons, and all artificials (but the Devon) attract 
the big trout. The pike, too, feed freely, and by the reed 


beds in deeps live-baiting for them is a diversion which is as pleasant 
as it is salutary. In very warm weather between showers the perch-fishing in 
Lower Derg is excellent ; the run is from 1b. to 2lb., very seldom over that. 
The boatmen (Johnson and Lyons are good) are very good guides. Mount 
Shannon, on the northern shore of the lake, is a good quarter, and the accom- 
modation is tolerable. Meelick, higher up, has still greater attractions. Athlone, 
still higher up, is not a very good station in autumn ; but it is never barren, and 
from it Boyle (geographically in Connaught), on Lough Ree, is easily got at, and 
is worth the attention of every trout angler. 


Tue Connavcutr Tour (8). 

Although at Mount Shannon, Meelick, and Boyle we touched Connaught, the 
fishing proper to it may be said to embrace only the rivers and lakes with outfalls 
on the west coast of Galway, Mayo, and Sligo. In the first of these, the autumn 
white trout-fishing is so good that I should recommend the tourist to give it his 
sole attention. ‘The Screebe and sister rivers, and the small loughs which ex- 
tend towards Coshla Bay to the west of the town of Galway will, for six weeks 
from this, abound in beautiful sea-trout. All round the coast to Clew Bay the 
same may be said of every debouching river. At Oughterard and Maam the 
angler on the way to Connemara may have sport; and the pike-fisher, who in 
Treland quite properly fishes at all seasons, should now have great sport in 
Corrib, where the big feroces and the pike “ go for” the same very large baits. 
The ecel-tail is, perhaps, the best here. At Recess Hotel, farther on, and at the 
Erne and Ballinahinch fisheries generally, anglers have had sport enough to 
advertise them without a word from me. I have but to say that sport is 
generally to be got, but the charges are smarter than elsewhere. ‘The Doo Lake 
is not as good as it was, and the Kylemore fishing is reserved by Mr. Mitchell Henry 
for his friends. Across the Mayo border, and behind Louisburg, there are four or 
five beautiful lakes, full of the brightest and plumpest brown-trout, and probably 
unsophisticated chars, These lakes cannot be fished but from a boat, and I think 
so much of them that I propose to myself a special visit with a “ Berthon.” When 
rain will have fallen freely, an angler for sea-trout ought to go quickly from 
south-west Mayo to the Newport river on the other side of Clew Bay. There 
are few better rivers, and at its head water (Lough Beltragh) there is enchanting 
sport till mid September. Beyond Newport, on the Achill road, there are two 
or three little rivers famed for sea-trout. They all, however, have the fault of 
not being in fishing condition but for an hour or two; but one of them, the 
Tyreena, is so good that it is worth waiting by for some hours. Sir George 
O'Donne'!l, Bart., of Newport, is very generous to anglers. Mr. Stoney, of 







Roassturk, I believe, claims the Tyreena. Lough Cullen and Lough Conn are easily 
reached from Newport, and there are numberless lakes about either full of pike or 
smallish brown-trout. 
thereabouts, are Foxford, Crossmolina, and Ballina. 
good lodging and an inn, where many anglers stop. The proprietor is a character, 
and a sportsman, but his accounts are not always kept with commercial accuracy, 


The quarters to fish Conn or Cullen, and the streams 
In Foxford there is one 


and some of his customers are said to pay for others. 
a bargain, and be fairly well served. A little lake near (Callow) gives great 
sport. Of Conn, little need be said. Crossmolina, on its eastern side, 
is convenient, but has very bad accommodation, and as there is a 
branch -establishment of one of the hotels in Ballina now open 
near the lake, it is best to make that town headquarters, and use 
Hearn’s head as a guide. People called Clarke have been recommended for 
lodgings, boats, &c. I cannot, from personal knowledge, speak one way or 
the other of their capabilities. Every sort of freshwater fish known in 
Ireland may be said to frequent Conn. Even the minnow has established 
itself, and will soon make the big trout contemn the gaudy flies they now take 
avidly. The Ballina fishing need not be spoken of ; but there is a river which 
runs into the Moy (through the Sligo bank of the river) which should be 
attended to. Hearn’s advice about this will, however, suffice; and, indeed, 
what he may say on the Erris and Ballyeroy fishings will be of more use than 
what I could compress into this page. There are several nice lakes in Sligo. I 
shall only mention two—Arrow and Gill; the latter is above the town of 
Sligo. Its scenery is simply lovely ; its autumn fishing only pretty good. There 
are, however, a few grilse, some very good trout, large pike, and many perch. 
The Arrow is one of the best lakes in the island ; but it is best during the 
May-Fly rise. It should not, however, be passed by unfished, even in 
autumn, 


One can, however, make 


Tue Urster Tour (4). 


In writing of Ulster fishing I shall confine myself to the north-west, though 
the Bann, Bush, and other Antrim rivers are good enough to engage the atten- 
tion of the best anglers. 

Their fame, however, rests more on salmon than on sea-trout or brown-trout. 
For the pursuit of the latter, and /eroces, and gillaroo, Garrison is the first, and, 
perhaps, the best station. There is a capital little hotel, and a very civil and 
capable adviser and landlord (Scott). The loughs are Melvin and_Na-Veigh, 
and Ballyshannon and the Bundrowes river are within easy reach, Northwards 
from Pettigo railway-station (perhaps the branch line is now complete), the 
town of Donegal and its nice river is reached, and thence northward and north- 
eastward to the Foyle the angler encounters streams and loughs on every hand, 
and most of them abound in brown and sei-trout. Donegal, Ardara, the 
Glenties, and Gueedore have inns or hotels. Dungloe has nothing which 
can be dignified by these names; but anglers can be put up in a cottage, 
and the sport to be got is above the average. Rogan’s flies are 
good for any part of Donegal; but the local men by the river will supply, 
if given good hooks, special charniers for brown-trout. The space at my dis- 
posal precludes me from giving any minute directions as to tackle, localities, &ec. 
I have merely been able to indicate generally and briefly the directions in which 
sport can be expected. In making inquiry in Ireland, my readers should 
recollect that sea-trout there are invariably called white-trout by English- 
speaking natives. In all the localities I name, autumn salmon may be killed, 
and permission to fish is easier got than in spring. Ards db) 





EYED SNECK-BEND HOOKS FOR TROUT AND 
GRAYLING FLIES. 


OuR esteemed correspondent, ‘ Watchet,” a well-known North- 
Country salmon and trout angler, recsntly expressed the wish that 
Messrs. Hutchinson, of Kendal, would put eyes to their excellent 
sneck-bend hooks for flies. Messrs. Hutchinson have fallen in with 
the suggestion, and send us some beautifully-made blue steel eyed- 
hooks with sneck-bend—viz., an almost square bend with slight side- 
twist of point—Nos. 0 0,0,1, 2, and 3. For small hooks, we have 
always preferred this shape to any other, simply because we have 
found it hooks and holds better. As we have said, the hooks are 
very well made, and those we have tested are of perfect temper, and 
the eye is carefally finished, leaving no space for the gut to slip 
through. We can advise anglers and fly-makers to try these hooks. 
The price is very moderate. 
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THAMES FISHING GAUGE. 


Mr. W. JONES, the piscatorial host of the Swan Hotel at Staines, 
sends us one of his fishing gauges. Itis a nicely-made 17in. folding 
rule. On one side the inches are marked, and on the other there 
are marks and wording showing at a glance the Thames standard of 
sizes below which fish may not be taken, from 4in. for gudgeon up 
to 16in. for trout and 17in. for jack. The price is ls. Every 
Thames angler should have this gauge, and we are not surprised to 
hear that Mr. Jones has sold about a thousand already. 
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THE FLY-FISHERS’ CLUB. 


Mr. FRANCIS FRANCIS, JUN., has presented the Fly-Fishers’ Club 
with a bust of his father, the Jate Mr. Francis Francis. Its excel- 
lence as a portrait is at once acknowledged by all friends of the 
well-known ang’er and angling writer who have seen it. 

Mr. A. D. Berrington, H.M. Chief Inspector of Fisheries, in for- 
warding a donation of ten guineas to the library fund of the club, 
says that he looks upon the club as “a most useful as well as 
agreeable institution.” 

Among the recent additions to the club collection is a fine case 
of otters, presented by Dr. Sanctuary, one of the members. 


aS 





SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Vishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools, 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Hsq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for gelf-measurement, apply to 
T, B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIV@RPOOL. 
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NEAR TEDDINGTON, ON THE THAMES, 


(From a Sketch by F, CARLESS.) 


AT 


SOME VIEWS ON THE THAMES. 
(WITH ILLUSTRATIONS.) 


THERE is probably no river in the world, and certainly none in 
England, which affords so much pleasure to so many thousands of 
people as does our beautiful Thames. It is the playground of 
London, and every day during the summer months hundreds of 
tired toilers from the big city drink in refreshing, invigorating 
draughts of pure country air while rowing, sailing, canoeing, or 
punting on its silvery waters. To many of our readers the places 
near which Mr. Careless has chosen the subjects for his sketches will 
be more familiar than the more distant portions of the river. At 
Teddington is the first lock on the Thames, and the pool hard by, 
below the weir, was once a famous haunt of barbel. These game 
fish are still to be caught there, though not in such numbers as 
formerly, and some splendid carp are occasionally taken from the 
Same spot. The dace is the standard at Teddington, and probably 
if all the shining fish which have fallen prey to the angler in the 
lively mile below the !ock were counted, they would be found to 
number some millions. If we mistake not the situation, there are 
some capital dace swims just off the lawn shown in the sketch. 
In the church at Teddington is a monument to the divine Peg, 


KINGSTON 








ON THAMES. 
(From a Sketch by F, CARLESS.) 


whom the mason—wishing, no doubt, to say nothing ill of the dead 
—has described as“ Margaret Woffington, spinster.” 

A little higher up the river is Kingston, or Chingestune, if the 
spelling in Domesday Book is to be followed. The place is full of 
associations of Saxon times. Near the Assize Courts is a stone on 
which Saxon kings may, or may not, have been crowned. The patient 
angler whipping for dace may perhaps cast his fly over the very foot- 
steps of the horse which carried Julius Cesar across the river when 
in pursuit of Cassivelaunus, for some writers say he crossed at 
Kingston, and not at the Coway Stakes, as supposed by other equally 
learned divers into the secrets of the past. At times good bags of 
fish are made at Kingston ; but the river is very much disturbed by 
the great number of boats. . 

A few miles up-stream is Chertsey, near whera the poet Cowley 
died. “Here the last accents flowed from Cowley’s tongue.” The 
country all around is lovely, and the view from St. Anne’s Hill 
particularly beautiful. Inthe palmy days of Thames jack-fishing, 
from Chertsey to Shepperton was a noted piece of jack water ; but 
—well, it’s different now. Roach and dace, however, are plentiful, 
and. some capital bags are sometimes made. 

One and a half miles from Chertsey is Laleham, chiefly noteworthy, 
from anangler’s point of view, for the fly-fishing for dace on the ford. 
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CHERTSEY BRIDGE, OVER THE THAMES. 


(From a Sketch by F, CARLESS.) 





LALEHAM, ON THE THAMES. 
(From a Sketch by F, CARLESS, ) 


If the angler who visits this spot is of an antiquarian turn of mind, 
he can (when the dace cease to rise) examine the ancient earthworks 
erected by the Romans to guard the ford. Jn the charming sketch 
of Laleham a houseboat has apparently taken up its position just 
where we could wish to cast a fly for chub. However, there is 
room for us all, houseboats included, and we would gladly see the 
houseboats trebled in number if only some of the horrid, noisy, 
stinking, dangerous steam-launches, with their demon owners, could 
be legislated off the river. 





SOME THAMES HOTELS, &c. 
Full particulars of the following hotels on the Thames which cater specially 


for anglers will be found in our advertising columns, viz.:—The French Horn - 


Hotel at Sonning (which has bzen entirely rebuilt and completed in every way), 
and the Elephant and Castle Hotel, Pangbourne—Mr. W. Hull is proprietor of 
both, and takes great interest in angling; the Bell Hotel, Hampton ; the 
Swan Hotel, Staines Bridge ; the Anchor Inn, Henley-on-Thames (the two 
finest pike taken in this neighbourhood are to be seen at the Anchor 
Inn, and the new proprietor has added a large club-room); the Royal 
Hotel, Henley - on- Thames; the Vastern Hotel, Reading; the Bear 
Coffee House, Pangbourne: the George Hotel, Wallingford; the King’s 
Arms Hotel, Sandford-on-Thames (with a good mile of private fishing for 
visitors) ; the Railway Hotel, Oxford; and the Barley Mow Inn, Clifton 





Hampden, Berks (this favourite old inn has changed hands for the better this 
season ), 

Anglers requiring boats, punts, canoes, &c., should peruse the advertisements 
in our columns of Messrs. Miller, Tupp, and Rouse, Hammersmith ; Mr. G, F. 
Winter, Eton, Windsor ; Mr. H. Rose, Maidenhead ; Mr. W. Moss, Caversham 
Bridge ; and Mr. Arthur East, Kennett’s Mouth, Reading. 








FINUAND AS A COUNTRY FOR THE ANGLER, 
By H. W. SETON KARR. 


BEING armed with a copious supply of facts about Finland, and 
hwving just returned from a tour in almost every part of that Grand 
Duchy, I feel that, while the subject is fresh, one cannot do better 
than “ throw together a few notes,” as the expression goes, without 
any fear that so large a country can possibly be over-run or too much 
known. 

One may expect fairly good sport in Finland. Living in the 
country is cheap, and so is travelling. One can get direct to St. 
Petersburg for six guineas by sea, and for about eight or nine if one 
travels by way of Sweden. A long stay in the country is, therefore, 
comparatively cheaper than a short stay. In the interior and all 
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round the coast small steamers run constantly to all parts, Pretty and 
generally fairly good roads are found between all the towns, while those 
near the coast are generally the smoothest and best engineered, and would be 
very good for bicycles, though not for tricycles. The cost of posting is sixteen 
penni (ten penni being equal to one English penny) per verst, a verst 
being roughly a thousand yards. Posting stations are found everywhere, and 
there is never any delay as in Scandinavia ; but one sometimes has to travel 
for a stage in a cart without springs, but this only occurs in very out-of-the- 
way places. The posting being cheap, it will not increase the expense much to 
pay the drivers well, and 50 penni (5d.) per stage will be thought very hhand- 
some, as Murray’s excellent handbook remarks, which is the only guide to 
Finland extant. 

On arrival at a station after an average stage of 13 versts, the tourist enters 
his name in the dag-bok, and immediately finds that everything is ready for a 
fresh start. The stations are clean and beds always procurable, with eggs, rye 
bread, milk, and cream inabundance. The corn brandy and beer of the country 
are found everywhere and considered good. 

When I state that Finnish waters swarm (throughout the length and breadth 
of the Grand Duchy) with pike, it will be understood that trout-fishing is only 
obtainable in places; but those places are particularly good ones for trout. 
Nothing in the shape of camping appliances is needful, as houses exist every- 
where without exception where the most enterprising angler is likely to find his 
way, excepting in the extreme North, where the mosquitoes are as conspicuous 
by their presence as they are in the remaining and greater portion of Finland 
by their absence. This absence of the culex is a boon which can only be appre- 
ciated by experiencing the opposite. 

The ramifications of the different water-sheds in such a flat country as Finland, 
and a country at the same time with so many small undulations on its surface, 
are somewhat confusing, and even the largest.maps (that of Inberg, Helsingfors 
being good, but a larger one exists) present such a mass of lakes that to pick 
out the courses of riversis like translatinga cypher. ‘The lake system of Central 
Finland drains through Lake Paijanne, the longest lake in the Grand Duchy, 
by means of the Kymmene river into the Gulf of Finland; the northern and 
western portions, by means of innumerable rivers, into the Gulf of Bothnia, 
including the Uleo running out of the large lake of that name, and the Kumo 
flowing from the Nasi and Pyha lakes near Tammerfors ; lastly, the eastern 
portion, or Saima lake system, is drained by the Vuoksa into Lake Ladoga. 


The railway extends from St. Petersburg up to Uleaborg, lying in lat. 65° N., 
the most northern line in the world (not counting as railway communication a 
portion of line built for mining purposes near the Luleo), and has branch lines 
to the following towns on the way north :—Willmanstrand, with steamboat 
connections all over EH. Finland; Wesijarvi, with steamboat connections over 
central Finland ; Helsingfors, the capital, Hango, Abo Wasa, and Gamla 
Karleby ; the journey occupying two days to the great Uleo river, which already 
has a bridge thrown over it. 

Tf the reader of this article has been able to summon enough interest in Fin- 
land to find the before-mentioned places on a map, he will have gained a fair 
general idea as to the facilities for travel and the communications of the Grand 
Duchy. It only remains to take the various rivers in their order, with any 
facts bearing upon sport. 

Commencing from the north, the large Tornio forms the boundary between 
Lappmark and Finland. Travel up or down it by boat and by road combined 
presents no difficulties. The natives on the lower parts angle a great deal them- 
selves, especially for sea-trout in May and June. — Still, we had good sport close 
to Hap.randa, especially with grayling. If it were not for the mosquitoes, the 
upper portions would be enjoyable in July and August for trout-fishing. Sweet 
oil and spirits of lavender can be had everywhere, and form a good antidotal 
application. 

The Tornio can be best reached by steamer (thrice a week from Uleaborg, 
or weekly from Stockholm in)five days). Just south of the Tornio comes the 
Kemi. <A good road follows this river up to Rovaniemi through a populous 
country, a day and ahalf’s journey. At this point the Kemi divides into the 
Ounas (road to Kittila, three days) and the Kemi proper (road to the large 
Kemi lake). 

From the Kemi lake the journey isoften made by natives to Lake Enari in 
about a week, the first part by boat and the last on foot. First-rate trout-fishing 
in Lake Enari if it were not for the ubiquitous mosquitoes—ubiquitous, at least, 
in the far north. In 1877 and 1878 there were canght in traps in the Kemi 
136,0001b. of salmon and 45,600Ib. of st (or gwyniad), and in 1875 (quoting from 
“FWinland’s Geografi Handbok for Medborgare,’ af K. EH. F. Ignatius. 
Helsingfors, G. W. Edlund. 5m.) there were taken 240,0001b. of salmon. It 
was said that formerly the catch used to exceed annually 400,0001b. of salmon. 
Since legislation has stopped fishing after Sept. 15th it is hoped that the annual 
takes will increase. I fished only one evening on the lower reaches of the Kemi, 
and caught five salmon and a sea-trout with bait. 

The coasting steamer from Uleaborg stops at Kemi. Next to the Kemi on 
the south come the Semi and Ii, both peat-coloured, but full of salmon. Next 
comes the Uleo. The salmon-fishing on this river is confined to the portion 
between the Uleo lake and the mouth, where Uleaborg is situated ; the best places 
being near the lake between the rapids. A steamer runs daily from Uleaborg 
to Muhus (25 miles), at the foot of the Pyha Koski rapid (9 miles long), a road 
goes thence to the lake ; but the decent is best made by one of the numerous 
row-boats which are constantly descending, and shooting the five or more rapids 
with great skill with the assistance of pilots. Finland has a tourist club, and the 
agent at Uleaborg writs to us as follows :— 


““T am very glad to hear that you had good sport. Here has been since you 
left an Englishman of the name Smith; he vas an angler of the very best ; he did 
get a good deal of pike (gédda) and harr (grayling), as much as 30 or 40 ina 
schort times; it vas a pity that he did not have his salmon rod 
vith him. He said that he had heard that salmon angling vas not 
tolerated, and it vas true; you recollect what trouble we had to get 
you a license. Now, it is different. I vas at the meeting of the schareholders 
of the salmon fischery in the river Uleo, the 2nd July, at 11 a.m., and there I 
did my best to get a dicession about the angling of salmon. The following is 
the result of my exertions :—License to angle for salmon in any place in the 
river 100 marks. Item below the 1st catsch 20m., the salmon to be returned to 
the fishermens ; but above the raati, or 1st catsch, the fish is the property of 
the angler, except those salmon that are 1,500ft. below the 2nd, or Muhus 
cotsh. My reason to prapose the license that high vas, that if 10 or 20 marks vas 
the prise for angling, anybody, both Bill and Joe, schould begin to angle for 
salmonand spoil the game altogether ; vas I not right in my opinion Bhs 

‘I have been offered £10 for Lalli, but Ikan not part vith it for any money. 
The dog is descendant of dog and wolf (canis domesticus and lupus.)” 

The length of the Uleo from lake to sea is 101 kilometres, and its total length 
30 Swedish miles (180 miles). From 18V1 to 1875 the average catch of salmon 
annually was 19,3001b. In 1877 and 1878 the catch was 65,1001h. The largest 
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supposed to be the best of all. 





Ave, 20, 1887. 


The 
next salmon river is the Kumo, which reaches the sea at Bjorneborg, and is 


A license must be obtained, costing probably 
about 20 marks. We fished one evening for an hour, just where it issues from 
Lake Pyhajarvi, near Tammerfors, and had a run from a heavy fish. The pro- 
prietor generally caught-two or three daily with the rod and a small blue 
phantom. A road generally goes from Tammerfors to Bjorneborg, and the best 
angling is in the lower part ; but it can be reached best by steamer. 

Nothing much is known about the angling on the Kymmene, which comes 
next, as no one seems to have tried it successfully, if at all. The catch by means 
of traps is a large one, principally on the estates of Anzala, belonging to Prince 
Menshikoff, and Hogfors, the property of a Russian. Salmon are confined to 
the lower portions, which we failed to visit ; but on the upper parts we enjoyed 
excellent trout-fishing, confined, however, to two places—namely, at Kalkis, 
where some Finnish sportsmen have rented some rapids near Lake Paijanne, 
and below the same place, at Koskeniska. 

The remaining river to be mentioned is the Vuoksa. The splendid rapids of 
Imatra just below the exit of the river from the great series of lakes, of which 
Saima is one, prevent the further ascent of salmon. Several good fishermen 
have tried the salmon angling below this point, but only with moderate success 
as far as could be ascertained. But the Salmoferow fishing between Imatra and 
the lake, especially that piece the private property of half-a-dozen English resi- 
dents at St. Petersburg, is undoubtedly of the most marvellous character. We 
were unable to stay long there, as the water was engaged for three days for the 
Grand Dukes Nicholas and Vladimir of Russia. Our largest trout weighed 18lb. 
It will be sufficient to say that four or five Salmo ferow of from 15 to 20lb. are 
caught with rod and line daily when any angling is going on, generally with fly, 
small white parchment fish, or blue phantom, besides plenty of smaller trout in 
a different part of the river. 

The following records of the Harakha Fishing Club, as it is named, are worthy 
of being transmitted to posterity 1877. Dr. J. Murphy, of St. Petersburg, 
nine fish in 48 hours, weighing 1391b.; J; E. Hubbard, in three days, eight 
trout, weighing 8631b. ; total Salmo ferox in 1877, 107. In July 1878, Messrs. 
J.and T. Mitchell (our Consuls-General now for Russia and Sweden respectively ) 
and M. Cieszkowski killed thirty-five trout, weighing 3311b., in three days. 1879, 
July 4, F. G. Grosvenor and J. Mitchell killed trout weighing 13, 8, 17, 10, 5, 
10, 5, 12, and 20lb. July 5, the same rods killed trout of 19, 17, 10, 17, 8, 163, 
12,10, 10,8, and 7lb. July 6, J. Murphy, J. Mitchell, and A. Balfour, trout 
of 10, 17, 15, 11, 8, 214, 12, 11, 10, 8, 6, and 8lb. July 7, ditto, with J. 
Grosvenor and M. Algine killed trout of 20, 10, 10, 13, 13, 11, 53, 18, 12, 113, 
18, 174, 17, 12, 9lb., and seventeen weighing 15lb. July 8, ditto, 16, 12, 10, 93, 93, 
8, 8, 84, 133, 214, and 22lb. Total for 1379, 336 Salmo ferox, weighing 2,895|b. 

This wonderful trout-fishing is confined toa single pool—the first in the river. 
I might continue this tantalising list down to date as a record bad to beat. 

To complete this notice of Finland the following data should be given :— 

A steamer leaves Millwall Docks every Friday, and Hull every Saturday, for 
Gothenburg. Steamers leave Stockholm for Abo and Helsingfors on Monday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, and for Helsingfors and St. Petersburg Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, the way being entirely sheltered by the numerous 
small islands in the gulfs of Bothnia and Finland. Finland is essentially a 
Swedish country, and the arrival at Abo or at Helsingfors is attended by none 
of those inconveniences and annoyances which one meets with in the Russian 
capital. Guns can be taken into Finland without detention or payment ; but 
had better be left in Finland to await one’s return if a visit to St. Petersburg is 
contemplated, but there is no very large amount of small game discoverable. 
Passports must be given up when booking, and are returned after arrival, when 
they have been endorsed by the authorities. 
before starting we thought of procuring parchment documents, if cast iron was 
not available, which would resist the anticipated handling by officials, and might 
with impunity be stamped, pricked, punched, dogs’-eared, pulled, signed, 
rumpled, and examined. During a tour of two months, however, through the 
Grand Dachy, this essential paper was not called for more than three times, in- 
cluding arrival and departure ; nor was any objection made to the gun. In St. 
Petersburg it would have been otherwise, though even there a little patience 
would enable a sportsman to carry with him any implements required for la 
chasse. 





THE CARP, AND HOW TO CATCH HIM. 


CARP FISHING may be regarded as one of the most scientific 
branches of bottom-fishing, and also as one of the most interesting, 


also, when that desirable consummation is attained, on account of 
the skill required in playing and landing him. 

Certainly the angler who can successfully delude a large carp of 101b. weight 
or so, and on fine gut tackle wear him out, and eventually bring him to bank, 
may claim to rank high asa good fisherman. 

Before proceeding to describe the mode of capturing this fish, let us notice a 
few points of interest about our quarry. 

The carp (Cyprinus carpio) is one of the most widely-distributed of fresh- 
water fishes ; but is not a native of this country. Old Izaak Walton, who calis 
the carp ‘“‘a stately, a good, and a very subtle fish,” thought that at the time he 
wrote (about 1653) this fish had been introduced only about 100 years ; but the 
“ Boke of St. Alban’s,” published in 1496, makes mention of carp, and it is said 
to be “A daynteous fysshe.” Next we find various rewards to persons for 
bringing carp to Henry VIII. appearing in that King’s list of expenses in 1532, 
so at that time the carp must still have been regarded as a rarity. 

Now, this fish is found in almost all old ponds, and also in many of the 
rivers of this country ; probably, the time it will live out of water, and, con- 
sequently, the ease with which it can be transported from one place to another, 
will account for its general distribution. Several writers have noted the fact 
that in Holland carp are often kept alive for weeks suspended in nets filled 
with wet moss. 

The carp is exceedingly prolific. Frank Buckland, in ‘“ British Fishes,” men- 
tions one of 1641b. weight, which he estimated to contain, in round numbers, 
two anda half millions of eggs; and if only a very small percentage of these 
produced fish it will easily be imagined that the increase in suitable localities 
must be enormous. The fish also lives to a great age ; there are well-authen- 
ticated instances of carp more than a century old in the fish-ponds at Versailles ; 
some of these fish were quite white about the head, and this was naturally sup- 
posed to be caused by their great age ; but it has been shown that this appear- 
ance was in reality caused by a fungous growth. 

The monks in the olden times thought highly of the carp as an article of food, 
and most of the ponds which remain round about the ruins of old monasteries 
still contain patriarchal carp. 

Probably the cooks in those days had a way of counteracting the muddy taste 
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which is so marked in pond carp, and which has caused an American paper to 
sum up the subject by saying that “‘ Carp are best caught with a hay-rake, and 
make excellent manure.” It was stated a short time back in one of the papers 
that vinegar poured down the throat of this fish as soon as it was caught would 
entirely remove the muddy flavour ; this may be true, but few anglers carry a 
flask of vinegar about with them, having, strange to say, a preference for 
whisky. Our venerable master also gives a recipe for stewing the carp in 
claret. This sounds rather nice ; but, perhaps, before proceeding to cook our fish, 
we had better take the old advice and first catch him. 

We will commence by treating of pond-fishing. The ponds the carp loves best 
are deep, quiet ones, far away from roads, where the bulrushes grow high ina 
wide fringe round the edge, and where the silence is only broken by the splash of 
the water-rat or moorhen ; in places like this he lives and thrives, and thrives 
exceedingly, rooting about amid the weeds, and occasionally rising to the surface 
and giving a peculiar smack with his lips, which sound may be heard for a long 


distance in the stillness of the evening ; and Frank Buckland remarks that this 


uncanny sound has sometimes given old pits and disused quarries the reputation 
(amongst the ignorant rustics) of being haunted. 

So much, then, for a likely spot to find the carp. Let us now proceed to de- 
scribe the most suitable tackle to use for his capture :—The rod should be a 
four-joint hickory and lancewood, about 12ft. or 14ft. long, strong, but with 
or of spring in it, so that we may be able, if necessary, to give the fish the 

utt, and put a powerful pressure upon him. The running-line in a large 
pond should not be less than fifty yards in length, strong and fine ; the gut 
bottom, which is the most important part of the tackle, should be chosen 
with the greatest care. Every link must be round and clear, free from any 
blemish ; in fact, the very best and finest gut that can be procured. 

The water in carp ponds is often of a brownish hue, and by soaking the 
gut for some hours in a lukewarm decoction of strong coffee a similar colour 
may be given toit. The hook may be No.8 or 9 on gut to match the rest of 
the line; the float a fine tip-capped or porcupine quill, weighted with a suffi- 
cient number of small shot—the smaller the better ; in fact, the object aimed 
at must be to have the whole of the tackle as fine as possible, and yet at the same 
time strong. 

Now we come to the all-important subject—bait. An infinite number of 
different kinds of bait have been recommended for carp-fishing, Old Izaak says, 
“Of pastes for this fish there are almost as many as cures for the toothache,” and 
then he goes on to describe a wonderful compound of the flesh of a cat mixed 
with bean-flour, &c. Worms, too, of various kinds, cherries, green peas, and 
gentles are all useful at times ; but for pond-fishing, nothing will be found to 
equal sweet paste, which is made as follows :—Take a quantity of the crumb of 
white bread about two days old, and work this up in a mortar with some pure 
honey till the whole becomes a uniform paste, then knead this in a clean cloth 
for several minutes, and it will get white and tough; a little water may be 
added if the honey is not sufficiently moist. This paste, which may be kept for 
some time in adamp cloth, is invaluable for carp, bream, and roach. 

In a large pond ground-baiting overnight will much conduce to sport ; perhaps 


_ the best ground-bait consists of perfectly fresh brewer’s grains, thrown in in 


rather small quantities ; but unless the grains are quite fresh, they are worse 
than useless. 

Walton mentions a way of ground-baiting which would probably answer well 
for this fish, if anyone cared to take so much trouble. The method is to get a 
round piece of turf as large as a bread trencher, and carefully sew red worms to 
each blade of grass, and then sink the turf in the pond, and after a day or so 
fish over the spot with well-scoured red worms. <A capital ground-bait is made 
by mixing oatmeal and bran with a little clay, and making it up into balls about 
the size of eggs. Having provided our ground-bait, let us go to the pond the 
evening before we intend to fish, and look out a likely spot, say a fair-sized 
opening between the weeds where the water is deep, or under the shadow ofan 
overhanging tree, or just overa reed bed. Next plumb the depth for a few 
yards round most carefully, and fix the float so that the bait may be as nearly as 
possible one inch on the bottom. This plumbing is done overnight so as to avoid 
disturbing the water in the morning, as our game is as shy and wary asan old 
fox, and alittle matter like the above may make all the difference to our sport. 
We next fix a forked stick just in the water for the rod to rest upon, and then, 
throwing in the ground-bait, leave the fish to their own devices for the night. 


Next morning, as soon as it is light enough to see the float, we come with 
cautious steps to the pond, keeping wellaway from the edge. First of all, make 
up a little of the sweet paste into tiny pellets the size of shot, and throw ina 
few whilst you are rigging up your tackle ; then, entirely covering the hook 
with a piece as large as a pea, cast the line as gently as possible out over your 
baited swim, rest the rod on the forked stick already in position, and standing 
back some yards await results, your eyes fixed on the float. Presently the float 
gives a shake and perhaps sinks down to the cap, or moves away towards the 
middle of the.pond. Do not be ina hurry ; if the paste is well made you may 
safely wait a few seconds till the fish has fairly got the bait in his mouth, then, 
with a sharp strike, fix the hook well in his leathery mouth, and then comes 
the tug of war. 

Generally the first thing a large carp does on feeling the hook is to bore down 


- into the mud with all his weight ; you combat this by keeping a steady but not 


violent strain upon him. Next he often goes straight away with a rush for the 
nearest bed of weeds, and should he gain this cover, the chances of fouling the 
line and getting free are much in his favour. 


Now is the time to try the goodness of your tackle, so just before he gets to 
the weeds you must give him the butt and put heavy pressure upon him ; but 
should he gain his cover, your only plan is to adopt an extremely valuable sug- 
gestion given by Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell in his “ Book of the Pike,” and 
keep the line quite taut from the point of the rod to the fish ; by this means, 
the author points out, the line will often cut the weeds like a knife, whereas if 
you allow the line to bend under the edge of the weed-bed the fish is almost 
certain to break away. The carp is very game, and will fight till the last, often 
making a determined rush just when you are coaxing him over your landing- 
net. However, all things have an end, and presently our handsome captive is 
gasping on the bank, and we feel we have conquered a “‘ foeman worthy of our 
steel.” 

After a scrimmage like the above the fish are naturally somewhat disturbed ; 
but throw in a good handful of pellets of paste, and then by the time you have 
sufficiently admired your fish, and perhaps smoked the pipe of peace, you may 
resume operations, and if the fish are fairly numerous you may hope soon to 
repeat your good fortune. The fish will not feed much after 8 a.m. (unless the 
day be cloudy and warm), but must be left undisturbed till about 7 p.m., when 
you may give them another turn and fish till quite dark ; but, as a rule, the 
morning fishing is far the best. 

Sometimes during the hottest part of the day you will see large carp basking 
on the surface, often partly sheltered by the waterlily leaves ; then if you can 
manage to keep ont of sight, and drop a gentle or small red worm on one of the 


lily leaves, and make it roll from thence into the water, the fish will generally 
snap itup atonce. Frank Buckland describes this style of fishing for carp ; but 
it is extremely difficult, and generally results in hooking the lily leaf and scaring 
the fish away. Carp seem rather partial to gentles on the surface. The writer 
was once fly-fishing for roach ina large pond, using a fly tipped with a gentle, 
when he hooked a carp of nearly lb, weight ; but whether the fly or the gentle 
was the attraction it is difficult to say. Should any blackberry bushes overhang 
the water, the fish may often be seen in the autumn to take any berries that fall, 
and in this case, by keeping well out of sight, and dropping the hook, baited 
with aripe blackberry, under the bushes, large carp may sometimes be taken. So 
much for pond-fishing ; now a few words with regard to river-fishing. 

Carp, as a rule, do not grow so large in rivers as in ponds, one of 6lb. being 
considered a good river fish. They are not often fished for specially ; but are 
more frequently hooked when roach-fishing or legering. The most likely spots 
are deep, sluggish parts of the stream, old weir pools and eddies, and in the back- 
waters of the Thames. Perhaps the best bait is the flat tail of a well-scoured 
lobworm on a No. 7 hook, or, instead of this, two or three tough gentles ; the 
place should be well ground-baited overnight with clay and bran balls, in which 
worms and gentles have been put. 

In Germany, green peas and cherries are said to be the most successful lure, 
the place being previously baited with the samearticles. Sweet paste is very 
good for river carp, but is constantly washing off, and is also so attractive to 
roach that the shy carp do not seem to get a chance at it. A very good place for 
carp is generally about the lock gates of old, little used canals ; in places such as 
these the directions for pond-fishing will apply. The best time for carp-fishing 
is during August and September ; they appear to spawn about April, but soon 
recover, and will feed all the summer, provided the weather is warm. During 
cold weather they seem to become almost torpid. We cannot do better than to 
conclude our remarks upon the carp by quoting old Izaak’s advice to the carp 
fisher ; ‘‘ And my first direction is that, if you will fish for a carp, you must put 
on avery large measure of patience.” SWEET Paste. 





DESTRUCTION OF TROUT FRY AT CANTERBURY. 


THE Citizens’ Stour Fishery Protection Association have already 
done great things in preserving and stocking the river between 
Canterbury and Sturry. We counted one evening in a hundred 
yards of water seven or eight brace of fine trout all rising steadily. 
Some were fish of 2lb. or more, and Mr. F. C. Nash, 3, The Parade, 
Canterbury, who has taken such a leading part in forming and 
carrying on this society, informed us that since the river has been 
watched the fish have increased in a wonderful manner. In the 
spring Mr. Nash hatched some thousands of trout eggs, and when we 
saw the fry in the boxes last June we congratulated Mr. N. heartily 
on his success, for we never saw a finer lot of fry. The Association’s 
keeper is a thoroughly good hand, and understands his work. He 
almost lived with these fry, looking after them night and day ; but 
in spite of his vigilance, on Thursday last over 2,000 of the fry, 
“some as large as sprats,” were found dead, and it is extremely 
probable that they were killed by poison placed in the small side 
stream which flows through the fry boxes. Canterbury is notorious 
for its fish poachers, and will be until the magistrates deal with fish 
poachers as they would if they stole game, and most of them love 
not the Protection Society at all. Itis hard, after one has taken such 
care and trouble as Mr. Nash did, to find it all thrown away by some 
wretch who deserves the cat-o’-nine-tails. We heard a rumour that 
the fish in the river had suffered, but are glad to be able to contradict 
this, 





DRY FLIES. 


To the query, “ Where do you get your flies made?” how many 
anglers have answered, ‘ By Mrs. Cox, of Winchester” ? And Mrs. 
Cox’s reputation for a neat, strong fly, and for dressing to pattern, was 
well deserved. We understand that another excellent Winchester 
fly-maker, Mr. George Currell, has bought Mrs. Cox’s business, and 
will carry it on in connection with his own at Parchment-street, 
Winchester. Mr. Currell is a practical salmon and trout angler as 
well as fly-dresser, and we have no hesitation in saying that orders 
intrusted to him will be executed to the full satisfaction of his 
customers. His evening trout flies at 1s. 6d. per dozen on gut, or 2s. 
on eyed-hooks, are really beautiful specimens—especially his Ginger, 
Blue, and Badger quills, Irresistible, Indian Yellow, and Fiery 
Brown. We have not had achance of trying the Irresistible on 
grayling yet, but venture to predict that both with and without a 
red tag it will kill grayling as well as it has done trout all this season. 
We hope Mr. Currell will dress some on Hutchinson’s sneck-bend 
eyed-hooks, and also other patterns of grayling flies. 





“ILLUSTRATIONS” FoR AuGUST.—Our readers should get a copy of this excellent 
and wonderfully cheap magazine, which aims at providing for adults abundantly 
illustrated articles on every conceivable subject, its contents embracing ‘“ amuse- 
ment, art, biography, economy, invention, literature, science, and everything that 
concerns the business and pleasure of life.” Amongst the principal contents of 
the August nuraber are some spirited “Sketches at the Wild West Show,” the 
descriptive letterpress being accompanied by seven engravings from drawings by 
Mr, Walter Winans; the continuation of the Editor's serial story, “ Dragon Hollow” ; 
and an illustrated article on the Eastern and Midland Railway, a line which, espe- 
cially interesting to anglers—as it leads into the Norfolk “ Broad” country—we 
shall have something to say about shortly. Amongst the excellent illustrations 
accompanying this article are those of Cromer and the Ormesby Broad Landing 
Stage. Mr. Francis George Heath, the Editor of “ Illustrations,” contributes also to 
this number his monthly instalment of “Fern Gossip.’ Certainly “ Illustrations 
is a good three pennyworth. 

To anglers visiting the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads: there are two fast sailing 
and commodivus cutter yachts to be let by the week or month on application to 
“ Ariadné” at the Independent office, Great Yarmouth, which we can recommend tg 
tourists from London visiting Great Yarmouth, 
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“ANGLING IN SALT WATER.” 


EVERY angler occasionally finds himself at the seaside—at least, we 
should imagine so, and many go there frequently, and simply from 
want of a little knowledge very often deprive themselves of first-rate 
enjoyment in the shape of angling in salt water. Mr. John Bicker- 
dyke is one of the most practical and conscientious writers on 
angling, and in this excellent book gives exactly the information 
wanted about amateur sea-fishing, and is very clearly illustrated 
wherever an illustration is necessary. The hundred or more pages 
are divided into chapters on the following subjects :—Salt-water 
Angling as an Art—Rods—Tackle—Baits—Rod-Fishing and Hand- 
Lining—The Bass and How to Fish for it—Pollack and Coal Fish— 
The Grey Mullet—The Mackerel—Some other *ea-fish. 

It gives us pleasure to call attention to this most interesting, 
practical, and valuable work, which is certain to have a large sale, 
In the next edition we would suggest that a gocd list of the places 
round our coasts where “angling in salt-water” can be carried on 
should be given, with the kinds of fish and best times of the year ; 
in fact, a list like that we have compiled for the present number of 
the GAZETTE, which appears on page 108. 





THE ROD FISHERS FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WILEN “ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp Hamitron, M.D., F.L.S., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Sc. 





(Continued from page 86.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 


Wuar pleasant thoughts of happy schoolboy days are brought to mind as 


Tue YELLOW HamMMenr (Lmberiza citrinella). Order, Passeres ; Fam., 
Emberizide, 

flits before us from bush to bush, or utters its monotonous song from the top 

branch of a furze bush, all golden with its blossoms. What visions of purple 





HEAD OF THE YELLOW Hammer. 


streaked eggs and hair-lined nest, so artfully concealed at the foot of a bush 
or tussock of grass by the side of a bank ! 


“ What tender memories are bound, 
To this familiar hedge-row sound. 
The creature’s homely glee 
Associates me with the hours 
When, so pure childhood willed, all showers 
Were sunshine showers to me.” 
This well-known, monotonous song has been compared with the words : 
“A little bit of bread and no che-e-ese.” 
In Scotland it has another signification : 
“ Deel deel deel tak ye-e-e-e,” 
The proper designation for the bird is the Yellow Bunting. 


Of the Family Paride (Titmice), those met with by the water-side are 


Tue Marsn Tirmovuse (Parus palustris), 


which, as its name implies, seeks its food about low, marshy grounds, on the 
sallows and willows ; but it is also found in orchards and gardens, generally on 





low trees and bushes. This bird can easily-be distinguished from the Coal Tit- 
mouse, from having the crown of the head entirely black, the back and wing 
coverts are brown, throat and breast dull white. 

“ “ Angling in Salt Water ; A Practical Work on Sea-Fishing with Rod and Line 
from the Shore, Piers, Jetties, Rocks, and from Boats, together with some account 
of Hand-Lining.” By John Bickerdyke. With over 50 illustrations, Price 1s, 
London : Upcott Gill, 170, Strand, W.C. fi 














Tae Coan Tir (Parus ater). 


A very lively bird, flitting from bush to bush, uttering its call note : if hee—if 
hee—if hee, creeping up the stems examining every crannie and crackin the bark 
—first head upwards, then head downwards, then hanging by its leg at the end of 
a branch, always at work, always busy, and having thoroughly investigated every 
likely spot, off he flits t> the next tree, to go through the same process. Put your 





Tur Coat Titmouse. 


glass upon himand you will find the coal tit has a black head, the nape of the neck 
with the ear coverts white, the upper parts brown, the wings and tail a greyish- 
brown; there isa double bar of white across the wings ; breast and lower part 
white, brownish-yellow on the sides. The coal tit is distinguished from the 
marsh by the white patch on the nape of the neck, Heis alittle bit of a bird, only 
about four inches long, including his tail, 

We at times come across a family of 


Tue Lona-TaiLep Titmouse (Acredula rosea), 


as they search for their food in the trees and hedgerows. This bird has many pro- 
vincial names : Bumbarrell, Bottle Tit, Feather Poke, Long-tailed Mag, Huck- 
muck, Mum-Ruffin, &e. It builds a beautiful domed nest, and lays a great many 
tiny eggs—16 to17. Itisa very restless, active bird ; the brood keep together for 
some time, and as they fly from bush to bush keep up a continual twitter, a kind 
of plaintive but rather shrill note ; its long tail at once distinguishes it from the 





Tue LonGc-TAILeD TITMOUSE. 


other Paride. It is very prettily marked—eyelids are bright orange-red ; 
front and crown of the head, dull white, streaked with black ; upper part of 
back, black ; lower part, a dull rose-red ; breast, dull white, with some black 
marks ; under-parts, a beautiful roseate tint; legs, black ; the middle feathers of 
the tail, black ; outer white. Dresser says that the Acredula caudata, for which 
it has been sometimes mistaken, is extremely rare in this country. 


(To be continwed-) 





Mr. S. Roresvuck, of the Trafalgar Angling Society, had the following fine take 
of fish the other day—over 50lb. :—one rudd, 2lb. 30z. ; two rudd, 1]b. 9oz. ; three 
rudd, 1lb. 30z.; one tench, 2lb, 130z. ; two tench, 1lb.; one roach, 1b. 1302, ; two 
roach, 1lb.; three roach, 150z.; one jack, 2lb. 20z.; one perch, 1]b. 1loz, ; eight 
perch, 4b. 140z. ; twenty-one roach, 18lb. 4oz. ; twenty-one roach, 13lb. 30z. Taken 
with one rod from four in the morning to ten—in six hours, Early morning is the 
time for this kind of fishing. 
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OF IRELAND. | 


WHITE (SHA) TROUT FISHING in the West of Ireland is not 
adequately appreciated. It is abundant, is virtually open to all 
tourists, and is easy to practice with good results. The best 
localities are not within easy reach of London or the South of 
England ; and, in truth, to reach them from any part of Britain 
entails a long journey. Some on the western coast of Scotland are 
perhaps the only waters in the world where so many and so good 
sea-trout can be taken ; but most of these Scotch waters, being high 
rents, are separated from each other by considerable intervals, and 
are said to afford little sport to any but very experienced anglers. 

The cost to reach Kerry, West Connaught, or Donegal is, on the whole, 
higher than the cost to get to Argyleshire or the further North-West of Scot- 
land ; but against that living is, on the whole, cheaper in Ireland. No fishing 
rights need be paid for, Irish attendants accept smaller fees than Scotch gillies, 
and ithe Irish sea-trout are more numerous—more unsophisticated—and the 
term of their sojourn in fresh water is longer than that of their Scotch brothers. 
Speaking generally, white-trout-fishing in West Ireland commences at the end 
of June, is best in late July and early in August, declines during September, 
and ceases to be sport with the last day of that sweetest harvest month. 

This year the dearth of summer showers has retarded the ascent of the fish, 
and in all the rivers fishing has been put back by at least a fortnight. It is 
improbable that the two weeks thus lost to sport will be made up for at the 
close of the season ; but should my surmise in this respect turn out incorrect, 
the rivers in early October will yield some silvery fish, and in many of them a 
fisherman will have each day more hours to count on for sport than during the 
earlier months. To understand this rightly one must realise that, whilst the 
crops are standing, or while the heaths or other wild plants ripen, streams with 
but sbort courses from their parent hills to ocean owe most of their water to 
passing clouds, which the hill-tops break. Later, when the harvest is gathered, 
and the sickle of the ardent September sun has cut down the wild growth, 
whatever moisture has not been drunk up by countless trillions of leaves and 
roots permeates through the soil of the glens and plains, fills the springs, and 
adds in immeasurable tears to the little watercourses which feed the larger 
channels to the sea. Thus, in cloudy October such rivers are mostly better 
filled than during the earlier months, when, if apparently more rain fell, it was 
either consumed by growing plants or rushed down in sudden, short-enduring 
torrents. ‘ These things considering,” it is conceivable that during the clearing 
of “spates” the early-coming white-trout which had been imprisoned by lack 
of water on their upward journey give, when released, livelier sport, while it 
lasts, than the followers later on ; but the inforced inactive hours at the time 
when fish can only go up through floods are dreadful ordeals to fishermen who 
are not botanists, geologists, naturalists, or other “ists,” lifted by other than a 
fisher’s lore above a lonely dependence on the fickle rain-clouds. 

During the warmer months a local enthusiast may deem himself repaid in the 
sport which a rusbing freshet brings him for many tedicus hours ot watching 
and waiting by a thirsty waterway. A tourist will probably be less patient, and 
will often prefer a constant succession of lowering days, with fewer showers 
and steady, lazy-flowing streams, though his captures be blacker and less 
brilliant than the first-run fish. This year it is, however, unlikely that at any 
western rivers the fishing will be stopped by too low water. ‘The abnormal 
drought of the summer will very certainly be compensated for by the early 
garnered harvest, ihe premature ripening and decay of plants, and a rainfall 
more constant than is usual in August and September. Bountiful Nature 
always makes up and distributes her balances, and she will probably send down 
the overdue summer showers to fill the streams with a regular flow unusual in 
early autumn. 

T have but to add to the above generalisation a word on a few of the best 
stations where the most deadly flies can be got, and then wind up witha 
short story of a most charming trip in pursuit of Salmo trutta, 

The cream of white-trout-fishing is (in Kerry) at Waterville and Glenbeigh ; 
at Screebe, in South Galway ; in Connemara, in the North; at Newport, in 
Mayo ; and, in Donegal, at Donegal (town), Ardara, the Glinties, Dangloe, and 
Gneedon. For West Cork and Kerry rivers no one will serve the angler with 
better advice and flies than Haynes, in Cork. For the Screebe, Martin Kelly, 
of O'Connell-street, Dublin, is a safe guide. Rogan, of Ballyshannon, supplies 
perfect Donegal patterns, as does “‘ Mike” Hearnes, of Ballina, all needed for 
Mayo or Connemara. 

Five years ago T and I made a foray on the fish in a Mayo lake—Belt- 
ragh. ‘To the delights of the place I cannot—no writing can—do justice. I 
had visited it before, and had once such a day’s fishing as never before fell to 
my lot : I scarcely hope to ever have its like again. To T—— it was an untried 
water. He was a young soldier serving near there with a detachment of his 
regiment. On that account he was made quarter-master, and the duty fell to 
him of providing two bell-tents, the commissariat supplies, and the cooking 
gear of the expeditionary force. I undertook to supply a large and small boat, 
an oarsman who knew the lake, and the general direction of operations. 

We had two Shannon pattern rods and a spare one for contingencies, and 
McG—— (an exile now beyond the Rockies) had busked such a banquet of flies 
of patterns tested by success as seldom falls to selection of hungry trout. 
ab ’s soldier servant acted as valet and chief cook in ordinary to both “ their 
honours,” and took beside an occasional part with the oar. 

The first morning and afternoon of the first day of four which we had pro- 
posed to devote to the excursion was not found too much for reaching our 
camping-ground and putting our tents and gear ship-shape. The camp was 
pitched in a wooded island of about half an acre, and a keg of potteen and kish 
of dry turf made us independent island kings. 

When we launched, in the evening, on the bosom of the beautiful lake it was 
just ruffled by a north-western breeze which came down like the soft breath of 
some giant slumbering on the snowy summer cap of Mount Nephin. On the 
first “fall” T: killed two sea- and one brown-trout. I was less fortunate, 
and lost, through our boatman’s blundering, the only fish I raised. On the 
succeeding pull up against wind both rods got runs with drowned flies trailing, 
and two more brown, speckled beauties were taken in. Then, on the second 
fall, the fun grew fast and furious. For a drift of two miles one or other of 
us was seldom, if a minute, disengaged with a white-trout. Our unskilled boat- 
man served us ill, and T——, an experienced angler, but unused to boat-fishing, 
was excited, and lost one fish of every three or four he hooked. He, however, 
killed more than I, as my cast of flies—and there was no time to change insuch 
a rise—was too large for any but the largest fish and rougher water than that 
which ruffled under the zephyrs which moved us. Now and then a bonnie 
brown-trout paid the penalty of his voracity in sampling the fare provided, not 
for permanent lake-dwellers, but occasional visitants. Once, I think, a grilse 
took a look at my dropper ; but the drift was too good to go back for another 
cast over him, and when night fell a creel of nine brown and fwenty-two 














beautiful sea-trout left us no reason to grumble at haying missed the only 
S. salar we saw during our camping-out on Beltragh. 

Even the generous limits of the columns of the FisHING GAZETTE are too 
small to record the glories—the triumphs—of the three remaining days we spent 
there. They all fulfilled the hope begot by our first afternoon’s sport. Once 
we had a thunderstorm, got wet through—outside first, then inside; but at no 
time during our stay did the brown-trout feed so ravenously as when the lake 
was all a-boil with great raindrops pelted down from the riven clouds. I have 
lost the record of’the weight of our prey. It was, however, about 150lb. ; and 
we shot, too, many plump flappers bred on that lake of beauty which nestles 
between calm Glen-hesk and Nephin the Majestic. Hi-REGAN. 








OLD BRIDGE ON THE OUSE. 


“T[pRE methinks we shall catch a goodly fish,” old Izaak would 
have said on coming to this quiet pool below the old bridge. Is 
it tench? Then by those waterlilies seek them. Is it roach ? 
‘hen in the gentle stream coming under the archway a goodly shoal 
awaits }ou. Maybe a perch by the side of the bridge has only to 
see a worm to take it, and among those waterlilics and reeds, side 





OLD BRIDGE, ON THE OUSE, 
NEAR BARCOMBE MILLS, SUSSEX. 
(From a Drawing by F, CARLESS.) 


by side with those handsome tench, a mighty pike is slowly digest- 
ing his morning meal—a 2lb. chub. Truly, there are less charming 
spots than the pool below the old bridge on the Sussex Ouse. We 
often wonder this river, well-stocked as it is with jack, chub, roach, 
bream, perch, &c., is not more visited by London anglers. Barcombe 
is, on the railway (L.B. and §.C.), about fifty miles from London. 
Shilling day tickets can be got of the gunsmith at Lewes, and also, 
we think, at the inns at Barcombe and Isfield. It is a very pretty 
river this Sussex Ouse. 


TE EE 





BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE THAMES: LONDON TO 


OXFORD. 


Mrssrs. G. W. BACON AND CO., 127, Strand, Iondon, have just 
published a very handy little guide to the Thames from London to 
Oxford, with a coloured “ bird’s-eye” view of the river on a large 
scale. This “view” is in three sections—(I.) Oxford to Reading ; 
(II.) Sonning to Laleham ; (III.) Chertsey to London. It will be 
found most suggestive and useful to all lovers of the Thames. We 
gay suggestive, because Thames anglers are too much in the habit 
of sticking to one place. 
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LIST OF HOLIDAY RESORTS ON THE ENGLISH AND Bort 
WELSH COAST WHERE SALT-WATER AND OTHER Name of Place,|,.Nature of | Principal Kinds of ae Freshwater Fishing 
ANGLING CAN BE HAD. ‘the Fishing. Fish, ae in Neighbourhood. 
WE are so frequently asked where fishing can be had round our Months. 
coasts that we think the following list will be useful, The informa- gre ae. — a 
tion was obtained by us direct from correspondents in each place, | Christchurch, | | 
Bee ri vinnie ce ee liabl If f ’ I. of Wight Good, Mackerel, bass, pout- | July to |Roach, dace, &c., to 
and will, we think, be found in every way reliable. any of our | ing, &e, September.| be had by leave 
readers who can do so will supplement the list with the names and | only. 
particulars of places not mentioned, we shall be much obliged. It | Bournemouth, Not much. |Whiting pout, plaice, — _|In Avon and Stour 
will be seen that our list goes from Kent westwards, and so round and emel‘s, Ls Sanapecae vey 
to Essex. ; Ri Chega ke. 
The questions we asked our correspondents were-—— Weymouth ... Good, Whiting, bass, mac-| July to /Trout-fishing in 
1. Is there good sea-fishing for visitors ? te | kerel, red mullet, &e. | October. preserved streams. 
2. Principal kinds of fish. Sidmouth...... Good. Mackerel, whiting, pol- |Augustand/Trout-fishing in the 
may lack, September.) Sid; leave neces- 
3. Best summer and autumn months. sary. 
4, Is there any freshwater fishing in the district, and if so, of | Exmouth...... Good, Mackerel, bass, pol- | May to |Trout-fishing by 
what kind ? lack, salmon, conger, November, rail ; roach, c., 
We give the answers as received. OLR OISe: in the canal, about 
E five miles up the 
river Exe, 
| 4 Best Teignmouth . Good. Bass, mackerel, pol- | July to |Trout and peal-fish- 
| x A me Summer | aeate lack, &e, September.) ing at Newton 
Name of Place.) # oan Esinolpal ings of and |F OD ea eo Abbot, about four 
ESN Ss a as Atami |g ee ee and a half miles 
Months, from Teignmouth, 
; —|——_—— —. SS | —— | Torquay ...... |\Very good |Mackerel, whiting, | May to |Salmon and trout 
Broadstairs, in Torbay. | dabs, conger, pollack, |November.} in the rivers Teign 
Kentscesssse Very fair, (Whiting pout, plaice, | August to |None, crab, lobster, white and Dart; trout in 
codling, cod, conger, | October, and red mullet, bass, the Tottiford and 
dabs. &e. Kennick reser- 
Margate ...... Fair from |Whiting, bass, floun- | August to|In the dykes near | Brixham, §, voirs, 
boat, ders, mullet. October. | Reculvers are Devon «.%.. Very good, |Bass, mackerel, plaice, | July to |None nearer than 
| small roach, perch, dabs, whiting, &c., September.) the noted Slapton 
| tench, and jack. Lea, ten miles 
Ramsgate...... Fair from |Whiting, bass, floun- | August to Some fishing in the away. 
boat, ders, mullet, October, | Stour near Min- | Plymouth ... Very good, |Mackerel, pollack, | June to |In several rivers; 
; | ster, bass, whiting, hake, | October. | see the useful 
Deal acne Very good Codlings, pollack, | August, None, cod, conger ; good guide and map 
(See article | with rod | whiting, horse mac- |September,| bass-fishing from the published by Mr. 
by T. R.| and line | kerel, silver whiting, and rocks, W. Hearder, 195, 
Sachs, Hsq., | from pier, | pouting ditto, plaice, | October. Union-street, Ply- 
in “F.'G.,” | or hand- | dabs, &ec, mouth. 
July 30,) line from Devonport ... (Good. Bass (from May to = Salmon, salmon 
1887.) boat, | December), _pollack peal, and trout. 
Sandwich None nearer} than Deal; ten minutes’ ride by riail. No freshwater (all the year round), 
| fishing, mackerel (July to 
Doversscadsiase Fair, Whiting, pout, pollack, June, July,/None, September), smelt 
mackerel, &c, | August, (from August to Jan- 
| and uary), chad (from 
Folkestone September. July to September). 
and Hythe. Very good |Whiting,codfish,plaice,| July, [he Folkestone, | East and West 
from boat. | soles, bass, &e, August, | Hythe, and Sand-- Looe, Corn- 
September, gate Piscatorial wall ......... |Good. Whiting, pollack,mac- | May to /Trout and peal in 
and Society preserve kerel, chad,brain,bass, | October, | season, 
October, | five miles of the prawns, deep-sea-fish- 
Hythe canal, ing, whiting, skate, 
stocked with jack, ray, ce. 

_ bream, roach, | Fowey, Corn- Very good. |Salmon, chad, pollack, | August to|Trout - fishing in 
perch, carp, and WALL Sasaennes in the river; in the |November.| rivers close by, 
tench; also good sea, whiting, cod, sole 
roach - fishing in pollack, chad, lobster, 
the Stour by crab, &e. 
getting off at | Falmouth ... (Good occa- |Pollack, chad, conger. July to |None open. 

Smeeth Station for sionally. September. 
Mersham ;_ fare, } Penzance...... Very good, |Pollack, whiting, cod, | August |None worth speak- 
od. ling, hake, conger, and ing of, except in 
Rye, Sussex... |Only long- |Mackerel and herring, | May to {In the river Rother. bream, mackerel, gur- |September| private ponds, 
shore nets, September. nard, turbot, and all 
called kid- flat fish. 
dle or ket- Ilfracombe ... |Good, Pollack, bass, rock | June to |Not near, 
; tle nets, whiting, sea - bream, | October. 
Hastings...... Good, Soles, whiting, conger- | All the |Small trout &e.; fair from pier— 
eels, bream, gurnard, year, streams, the public best from boat (make 
&e, parks, and the a bargain with boat- 
usual pond and man for so many 
stream fishing, hours’ fishing, and he 
Eastbourne... |Fairly good /Plaice, soles, whiting, |August to/In the stream at will find lines and 
fromboats, | bass, pollack, cod, | October. | Pevensey, and in bait). 
bream, &c, ponds close to the | Clevedon...... Not very |Dabs, soles, eels, | July to |None, 
town, good, shrimps, cod, whiting, |November, 
Brighton...... Good. The Bream, bass, rock | Juneto |In the river Ouse, sprats. : 
principal | whiting, conger, &c, |September.| also in some trout- | Cardiff ......... |None. _ _— _— 
fishing ; streams, where | Kidwelly...... None. _— —_ Some trout. 
grounds fishing may be had | Tenby............ Excellent, |Bass, gurnet, whiting, | July to |Trout, salmon, and 
are ‘‘Cole’s on obtaining per- mullet, mackerel, pol- | October. | sewin within easy 
ish @plk aK mission, lack, reach of Tenby. 
“Jenny MilfordHaven (Good, “Gullock,” mullet, | June to |Some not very good 
Grounds,” whiting, cod, plaice. October. | trout-fishing. 
MN Cay Sig St. David’s ..... Good, White andblack millet, | July to |Two rivers, where 
Hypa: tl i gurnet, mackerel, |September.| trout can betaken, 
Rocks,’ shellfish of all de- 
oosOlCnk scriptions, 
iT sionrese Fishguard ...... Good, Gurnet, mackerel, | July to /Salmon and trout. 
“ Hospital whiting, codling, |September. 
G rounds,” crabs, lobster. 
“Black Aberystwith., Good, Mackerel, bass, gurnet, | August to| Trout - fishing in 
Ney OR ies &e. October, | rivers, lakes, and 
I ele oe) reservoirs, 
Wreck,” Barmouth ... |Good, Whiting, haddock, | August to |Trouting in small 
Sore seen skate, &c. October. | streams. 
Mizen Holyhead...... Good, Pollack, &o, — Trouting in Maelog 
Rock,” &e, Lake and _ other 
Bognor......... (Good. Whiting, bass, coalfish. | August to — lakes. 
October. Beaumaris...... Excellent, |All kinds, July to |Not much in im- 
Ryde, Isle of : October. | mediate neigh- 
Wich Geen Good ; but |All the common kinds | August to /There is some pre- bourhood, but 
fish are | of sea-fish, October. | served; but orders plenty within easy 
small, can be obtained, reach. 
Ventnor, Isle Carnarvon ....., Good, Mackerel, gurnet, and} July to |Trout - fishing in 
of Wight... |Good, Whiting, whiting cole, | July to |Four miles away by Yaad bass in  Carnaryon |September.| several lakes and 
mackerel, bass, Xe, September.| rail, roach, dace, Bay, rivers, and char in, 
carp, & a few trout, Llanheris Lake, 
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Nature of 











Principal Kinds of 


the Fishing. Fish, 
Penmaen- Good, Cod, bass, &e, 
mawr ..... Se 
Llandudno..... Fairly good. |Whiting, codling, flat 
fish, conger, crab in | 
abundance. Large 
quantities of cod and 
whiting taken from 
November to March, 
BBY] cor sJacevses — Eels and fluke, 
Southport ..... Not very |A few codling, flukes, 
good. flounders, eels, and, in 
winter, codfish, - 
Lytham ..... 6 _ Soles, fluke, ray, mac- 
kerel ; but “ shrimp- 
ing is the principal 
fishing.” 
Blackpool and (Moderate /Codling and mackerel. 
Fleetwood . | fishing at 
Blackpool; 
good at 
Fleetwood 
and Bar- 
row, Steam- 
ers ply be- 
tween, 
Lancaster 
(Morecambe 
Bay) .........|@ood in |Flukes and codling, 
: M ore-| fished for by lines 
cambeBay, | from boat. Iisher- 
three miles | menkeep tackle ready 
from Lan- | every day. 
caster, 
Berwick-upon- 
Tweed ..... . |Good, Gurnet, whiting, cod. 
Filey, York- |Excellent |Gurnet, plaice,whiting, 
shire ......... | fromboats, | brill, dabs, coal-fish, 
or from | pollack, Kc. 
the Brigg 
—a ridge 
of rocks 
that runs 
out into 
the sea, 
Saltburn - on - 
the-Sea...... |Good, Haddock, whiting, gur- 
net, mackerel, plaice, 
soles. 
Whitby......... |Good, Whiting, gurnet, had- 
dock, &e, 
Scarborough , Good, Coal-fish, whiting, had- 
| dock, cod, billet, &c, 
Hornsea ...... Fairly good. |Cod, ling, whiting, &c.; 
mackerel in the sea- 
son, 
Grimsby ...... [Not very Smelt, eels, whiting, 
good, and | flounder, codlings, &c, 
Kittle 
fished, 








THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


a 


Best 
Summer 
and 
Autumn 
Months. 
June to 
November. 
June to 
September. 





June to 
September. 


July to 
September 


tJune to 
October. 


August to 
September. 


June to 
September. 


June to 
September. 


June to | 
September. 


July to 
September. 


July to 
September.) 


June to 


September. 


June to 
September. 


Freshwater Fishing 
in Neighbourhood, 


No, 


Trout and salmon- 
fishing in the Con- 
way and its tribu- 
taries ; also in the 


lakes which 
abound in the dis- 
trict. 

Salmon and trout 
in rivers Clwyd 
and Elwy. 

Southport affords 
excellent head- 


quarters for 
anglers fishing the 
Ribble who desire 
to return to town 
enjoyments from 
Saturday to Mon- 
day. 

None, 


some pond-fishing 
for perch, roach, 
and eels; also in 
the river Wyre. 


Trout-fishing in the 
Lune; also good 
salmon-fishing in 
the same river five 
or six miles above 
Lancaster, 


Troutand bull-trout 
in Tweed and tri- 
butaries, 

None, 


Trout and eel-fish- 
ing in the Becks, 
by permission, 
The Esk is well 
stocked with trout 
and sea-trout, and 
salmon in the sea- 
son, Tickets and 
licenses can be had 
of Mr. W. Brown, 
8, Baxter Gate 
Whitby. 
Trout and grayling 
fishing in the Der- 
went, 


Visitors to the Mere 
Hotel get fine fish- 
ing for pike, perch, 
roach, eels, &c., in 
Hornsea Mere, 

Plenty of trout - 
fishing in private 
streams ; roach, 
perch, &c., in the 
South Navigation 
Canal, from the 
Humber to Louth, 
and is open to the 

ublicfrom Tetney 
Lock to the Outfen 
Lock at the charge 
of 1s, per week. 
The fish caught 
are roach, dace, 
perch, eels, floun- 
ders, and pike, 
The principal sta- 
tions on the canal 
are Tetney Lock, 
Thoresby Bridge, 
Fulstow Bridge, 
Tirebeacon Bridge, 
and Austin Fen 
Bridge. Tickets 
can be got at any 
of theabove places, 
Thoresby Bridge is 
about two and a 
half miles from 








North Thoresby 
railway - station, 
and the stat‘on is 
seven miles from 
Grimsby by rail. 
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| Best 
a eae a] | Summer ee 

Nature of Principal Kinds of | Freshwater Fishing 
Name of Place. the Fishing. Fish. | Periene in Neighbourhood, 

Months. 
King’s Lynn . |Not rod and Good fun is got by — The King’s Lynn 
: lineorline- | going out in the fish- | Angling Associa- 
fishing. | ing boats and trawl- tion preserve 
| ing for soles, whiting, | several miles of 
| smelts, &e. rivers (trout, &c.), 
also ponds, Xe, 
Particulars can be 
had of the hon 
sec., H. Bradfield 
Esq., Gaywood- 
road, King’s Lynn. 

Oxomer)..2..0 Fair boat Codling, bass, and} July to |Good fishing in the 

fishing, plaice ; also mackerel | October. | Norfolk broadsand 
railing in season, rivers ; the nearest 
is Wroxham, 12 
miles by rail — 
cheap tickets, 
Great Yar- | 
mouth ...... Good, Whiting, codling, sea- October |From Yarmouth 
trout, &e. | and No- | the principal fish- 
vember | ing stations on the 
for whit- | broads and rivers 
ing and |can easily be 
codling, | reached by rail, 
the sum- 
mer 
months 
for sea- 
| trout. 

Lowestoft ... |Good, \Good general rod and | August to\Close to Oulton 
line fishing from the | October, | Broad, and quiet 
piers, headquarters for 

Broads generally. 
Felixtowe ... \Good from Soles, plaice, and| July to |Perch, roach, tench, 
boat, | whiting. September.) and eels. [The late 
| Greville Fennell 
had large takes of 
| fine roach here,— 
| | Ep. | 

Maldon......... \Fair. Dabs, soles, and — (Good roach, perch, 

whiting, pike, and bream- 
| fishing. 
See 
THE “NORGE WADERS.” 
MESSRS. ANDERSON, ANDERSON, AND ANDERSON, 37, Queen 


Victoria-street, E.C., have just brought out an excellent novelty in 
fishing-waders, which will doubtless be appreciated by a large 
number of anglers. They are, in fact, a cross between ordinary 
trousers and stockings, with the upper portion from just above the 
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fork to waist made of tweed, not waterproofed, which allows free 
ventilation, and admits of the waders being uniformly supported. 
An angler wearing the “ Norge” waders can wade right up to the 
fork without shipping a drop of water, while the uniform suspension 
insures great ease and comfort as compared with stockings supported 
by straps. The accompanying illustration shows the idea clearly. 


ee 





A Bowp Svurror—De Brass: Coupons, I’m going to marry your daughter. 
Coupons: Sir! De Brass: Yes; I just thought I’d mention it to you, It’s the 
proper thing to speak to the old man; get his consent, and that sort of thing. 
Coupons (gasping for breath) : You—you—you— De Brass: Yes, I know—impu- 
dent scoundrel !—quit my sight—servants put you out; mere formality, old man. 
Cut it short. Coupons (fairly purple): Sir! do you know, sir—that— De Brass 
(slapping Coupons vigorously on the back); Of course, old fellow ; I know every- 
thing. Spoke to her last evening. She loves me; I love her. Coupons (falling 
into a chair) ; Well—I—I—sir—I like your impudence—but it’s—yes, it’s American. 
A man, sir, with your nerve could down the whole of—of Wall-street, Take her, sir 
—she’s yours,—Zvaveller’s Magazine, dy aig 
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N OFGES: 


So many of our readers have asked why Mr. T. E. Pritt has apparently ceased 
writing for the Gazerre, and he has, in answer to our letters, so often during the 
last six months said “article next week,” that we take the liberty of quoting 
part of his last effusion in defence of his too long-continued silence. The stars 
may be taken as the printer's rendering of canicular passages directly attri- 
butable to the weather :-— 


“My Dear MArston,—I am afraid you (and many others to whom I owe letters) 
will long since have concluded Iam a lazy, good-for-nothing devil,as full of pro- 
mises as a gas-meter is full of lies, and Z am, Ladmit it, though there are extenuating 
circumstances this time which would justify any jury of anglers in returning a 
verdict of ‘Accidentally Guilty.’ To begin with, until this spring nothing but an 
carthquake or the Judgment Day would have induced me to leave my letters 
unanswered for the space of twenty-four hours. Now, alas! [ama different man, 
For two months of the spring, during which the only fresh we have had in the 
North-Country came and went ‘as quickly as Mrs. Enoch Arden’s sail, I was very 
ill, and once had serious thoughts about going ‘home’ ; instead of that, I went to 
Wales, * * * * Justas I was getting better, and feeling inclined to send the 
‘F, G’ something which would waken everybody up, I found myself landed in a law- 
suit, which took all my time and attention, and part of my rhino. * * * * But 
law and physic, separately, are bad enough; together, they are above a joke. 
* * * * However, Richard is himself again, and will shortly reappear in his 
old character of The Looker-On.’ As an asinine angler says to me, ‘What do you 
keep grumbling about the drought for, when we have had fifty years’ continuous 
reign?’ Oh! lor. * * * * Of course, you know we xever had a season like 
this before in the North. There has been wo fly-fishing, worm, minnow, and creeper 
haying been your only wear, and at present the rivers, big and little, are simply 
dried up, with no sign of rain.” 

“Two thousand acres of shooting and a £20 ticket for salmon-fishing on a 
Scotch river ; both shooting and fishing very good, in October.” One of the 
best living sportsmen informs us that the above can be had for about £40 
or £45 in consequence of the “ bad times.” | We shall be happy to give further in- 
formation to anyone who sends stamped addressed envelope. 

“J. W. C.” writes: “Mr. Taylor, of Elstree, and Mr. F. W. Chamberlain, 
fishing at Tring on Saturday, both roach-fishing, caught seventeen perch, 
weighing 27lb., or an average of a trifle over 1}lb. each ; also some roach 
and tench, all caught with tail of lob. Mr. Chamberlain also landed a nice 
jack on roach rod and tackle—weight G6lb. The fish were much admired by 
some old anglers.” 

a a a at at 

An Australian correspondent, Mr. W. P. Dunlop, of Sydney, has been having 
some excellent sport on Loch Leven, in Scotland, frequently getting baskets of 
10lb. and upwards. On Tuesday Mr. Dudgeon, of Tyninghame, had ten brace 
* of trout, weighing 30Ib. 802. 

as ong = ae * 

Messrs. Chubb and Munley, of London, have been getting some trout and pike- 
fishing on Loch Tummel. 

Tt is quite possible to have a well-stocked fishery without having good sport. 
During the past five weeks very few fish have been taken by angling in the famec 
waters of the Hungerford Club on the Kennet, yet the water is simply alive 
with trout and fish of all kinds. During two days’ netting of the water for pike, 
roach, &c., no less than 4,417 fish were taken in the nets. Of these, 1,818 were 
trout, 1,737 grayling, 66 pike, and coarse fish 793. At one haul, near a spot 
known as the “Wine Cellar,” no less than 519 trout, 94 grayling, and a large 
number of other fish were taken in the net. With such a splendid head of trout 
it must be indeed annoying to the members to find that they may sometimes go 
weeks without making a decent basket. Probably the reason is that the Kennet 
fish are not free risers, except in the May Fly season. As a matter of fact, 
they are a very similar fish to the Thames trout, and take a spinning bait much 
more freely thana fly. The introduction of a frec-rising breed of trout into 
ihe Kennet might be worth the consideration of the Hungerford Club. 


as ae 


A very profitable way of employing and amusing our youngsters when at 
seaside places possessing harbours is to set them smelt-fishing. The delicate 
little fish nearly always afford some sport, they are excellent eating, and their 
bites are so delicate that to fish for them is quite a liberal education in the art 
of angling. The worst of it is that the finest of them have a way of congre- 
gating near the outfalls of sewers, situations which are by no means desirable 
for the boys, who must, by some means or another, be induced to fish in more 
heathful, though less fishy and odoriferous, places. 

° 3 2 2 % 


The best bait, bar none, for smelts and sand-smelts is a little piece of peeled 
raw shrimp. It is a gelatinous, delicate mass, difficult to keep on the hook, but 
most attractive, not only to smelts, but to many other kinds of sea fish. The 
difficulty, of course, is to get the uncooked shrimp ; but this can generally be 
managed by an arrangement with the local fishmonger. If this cannot be 
obtained, a piece of rag-worm should be tried. 


There is some difference of opinion among anglers as to the best tackle to 
use for smelts. Some prefer roach tackle, while others swear by the paternoster. 
If float tackle is used, it certainly requires a very experienced eye to detect the 
bites. Perhaps the best tackle is a very light paternoster made of fine gut, 
bearing three roach hooks and a pistol bullet. The rod should be very light, 
with upright or snake-shaped rings, and the line a fine Nottingham one. The 
paternoster should be let down a couple of yards, or a little more, below the 
surface. If the angler is unable to feel the bites, he should jerk and chance it 
every few seconds, when fish will often be found hooked. 

* * * * 

The atherine, or sand-smelt, is most abundant on the South coast, the true 

smelt being plentiful on the East and West coasts of England. 
* * * * 

At the end of “The Complete Angler’s Vade Mecum,” by Captain T. 
Williamson, published in 1808, is a short description of sea-fishing. Raw 
lobster is recommended for smelts ; but the bait most praised by the author 
is the sea anemone, Actinia sociata. We see no season why it should 
not be as good a bait now as then, but have our suspicions on the 
subject, as angling writers of the past were often apt to recommend 
very queer mixtures as being great medicine, which said mixtures they 
could not, for obvious reasons, have properly experimented upon them- 
selves. Perhaps some of our readers, when out whiting-fishing this summer, will 
get a few flowers of the sea, and try them against mussels. If the new bait— 
new certainly to many of our readers—proves a brilliant success, perhaps the 
experimentalists will favour ys with a letter on the subject. 
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When hard up for trailing-baits in sea-fishing, a lob-worm, if obtainable, will 
be found very useful. The tackle for it is a small hook bound on the gut jin. 
above a barbel hook. The point of the hook should be put in }in. below the 
head end of the worm, and the worm threaded on until it reaches the small 
hook, which should then be hooked into the head. Another tackle which is not 
in common useis a spike to run two-thirds the length of the worm, with fans 
at its head, and some small triangles on a length of gut or gimp as long as the 
spike. In other words, a Chapman Spinner of peculiar shape. The worm is 
ran up the spike, the hooks put into it, and is ready. A worm or small eel is a 
splendid spinner on this tackle. Earth worms are not much used for sea fish, 
unless it isin brackish water near the mouths of rivers. Flounders take them 
better than most sea fish. 

* 2 a % 2 

Last week we wrote something about the much-abused weed-cutter. This 
individual was apparently an unknown and unheard-of brute-beast so far as our 
printer was concerned, for the man of ink read it “ wood-cutter,” and rather 
took the point out of our remarks by so doing. ‘ Why don’t we write plainly ?” 
Well, there is a good deal in that. 

% & id & 

“The first frost of the year,” writes a Berkshire correspondent, “came on 

Sunday night.” Thus passes away the glory of a glorious summer. 
S © % % & 

Our readers should not miss the account of marvellous trout-fishing described 
in Mr. H. W. Seton Karr'’s useful and practical article on “ Fishing in Finland,” 
which we publish this week. 

* * 


ae 
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Members of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society and of the Anglers’ Association 
will find particulars of a roach competition in the Gresham Society's Report. 
* * * * + 


Mr. T. B. Sachs writes : “The Queen has contributed £10 towards the Deal 
and Walmer Regatta, which takes place on the 23rd inst. I hear that the take 
of fish by anglers both from pier and boats has been enormous.” 

* * * * * 


Messrs. J. Mayo and Son, 13 and 14, Corn Market-street, Oxford, write : 
“We send you by post a sample of our ‘ Oxford Mixture,’ which we advertise 
in your paper. Weare pleased to state we find it gives satisfaction to the 
readers of the “ F. G.” who have tried it, and the fact that we receive repetition 
orders speaks as to its quality. We send 1b. post free for 5s. 8d. ; $lb., 2s. 11d.; 
Ab., 1s. 7d.” This “ Oxford Mixture” makes a fragrant, pleasant smoke, and 
we are not surprised to hear that many of our readers appreciate it. We would 
suggest to Messrs. Mayo that it would keep moist longer if packed in water- 
proof paper or tinfoil. 

2 # * * * 

A week or two ago, we mentioned that Mr. B. R. Bambridge, of Windsor 
Bridge, Eton, was sending lobs, maiden-lobs, and red worms by post. In con- 
sequence, he tells us, he had orders from all parts of the country (proving how 
scarce worms have been), and his stock of lobs was exhausted. He sent us a 
box of beautifully-scoured red worms the other day, and now informs us that 
he has again a good stock of lobs. One of our readers complains that he 
ordered lobs, and Mr. B., being out of them, sent him brandlings. In some cases 
the brandlings might have been useful ; but it would be better to ask before 
sending worms which have not been ordered. 

Permanence D 


THE VARIOUS WAYS IN WHICH DIFFERENT FISH BITE. 


ALTHouGu I shall endeavour to confine myself as much as possible 
to facts, several of the following observations must of necessity be 
based upon mere guesswork or hearsay ; therefore, should I say any- 
thing which may appear at all outré, | hope you will be merciful if 
you detect a flaw, for, as that incisive poet Pope says :— 

‘To err is human ; to forgive, divine.” 


However, right or wrong, as the immortal Shakespeare says: ‘‘ Press not 
a falling man too far”—say failing. However, as the same author says 
somewhere else: “Let's talk of graves, of worms, &c.” At last! From what 
I have observed, I think I may say, without the slightest fear of contradiction, 
that there is as much difference between the manner in which dace and tench 
take the worm as there is between a dog and cat eating similar pieces of meat, 
&e. Inthe former case, as you know, it is often a mere catch. or snap with 
which the dog takes the piece of tripe or meat, and bolts it without chewing ; 
but, in the latter case, the cat, like the tiger and other feline animals, must 
have time. Some anglers seem to be under the impression that no matter 
what species of fish they angle for, or what sort of bait is used, with respect 
to striking, the same tactics must be pursued in every case. They would 
give no more time to’ a perch taking the minnow or gudgeon than 
if their bait were a cockspur or a brandling. For this reason I have 
seen many a good perch lost. The float, after performing a variety 
of steady eccentric gyrations, has given a quiet steady dip, when the excited 
angler has struck, with the result that he has missed his fish, and the minnow 
has been some 12 or 15in. up the gut. I have read somewhere that the perch is 
a slow-biting fish, and I have no doubt it would be under the above circumstances ; 
put drop four or five lovely gentles, or three or four Cockspurs, just above where 
the said perch is situated, and mark the result. If the fish were hungry not one 
of these would reach the bottom ; in fact, they snap up a small bait quite 
as quickly as a fowl picking up wheat and barley : for, be it understood, if the 
perch has had a bellyful he will “ mess ” his food about or merely “ butt” at 
it, similar to roach when they are not in the humour to bite. | ; 

Gentles as Bait.—It is perfectly certain that taking one occasion with another, 
more bites are lost when fishing with gentles (say for roach) than with any 
other bait, and the adroitness with which these fish will squeeze out the inside 
of gentles, leaving nothing but the bare skins on the hook without being caught, 
is, to say the least of it, extraordinary ; and the same remark to a great extent 
applies to dace, more particularly when stret-pegging with the worm ; time after 
time either taking off the loose ends as clean as though they had been cut off 
with a knife, or splitting up the worm from one end to the other. I 
have repeatedly pulled up and examined my worm after missing a 
fish, and have found it laid open as stated; and how they manage 
orm this feat without the remotest chance of being caught has 





to perf : t 
Tears been a puzzle to me, because on many occasions I have not even pricked 
the fish. One would think they must take the worm into their mouths. Under- 


stand, I mean when baiting with the tail of a maiden lob, or the red garden- 
worm, with the point of the hook close up to the tip of the tail, and no loose 
ends hanging. You may ask half a dozen anglers the reason, and they will all 
give you different answers. You would imagine the fish had hold of the extreme 
end of the worm, near the point of the hook in every case, and when the angler 
struck, the worm would be split up as described ; but if my memory does not 











—— Oe OO ES oe 





Ave. 20, 1887, 


deceive me, the exact opposite to this has often happened, the tear commencing 
from the opposite end—i.e., the broken or head end, as the case may be. You 
would suppose it to be simply impossible for a roach to take two or three gentles 
into its mouth, squeeze out the insides, and leave the skins on the hook, without 
being caught. I may be quite wrong, but it appears to me that in almost every 
case where this occurs the angler strikes too late ; because if he struck whilst the 
roach was in the act of smashing up the gentles, even if they were only between 
its lips, knowing how the upper lip protrudes, it seems impossible that he could 
miss his fish, and very often with the rod point dead over the float, as there is 
no doubt it should be. 

Barbel will often prevent anglers from hooking them, the angler striking time 
after time without effect, and those “not in the know” all the time believing 
that they have been ‘ bothered with the dace.” 3 


(To be continued.) 
RI A A TT 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








A CONSTANT SUBSCRIBER.—Get “A Book on Angling,” by Francis Francis ; 
published by Longmans, 

AuausT Doun.—You would, we feel sure, not regret giving the Swan at Tenbury 
a trial—plenty of grayling. The proprietor takes great interest in angling, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument , 
speculation, and experiment.”—T, BE, Priv, 











| We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


JAM KNOTS: A SUGGESTION, AND A NEW FASTENING FOR 
EYED-HOOKS, 

S1R,—There are, doubtless, many of your readers and correspondents who are well 
able to make certain fastenings, although unacquainted with the names of the knots 
used for the ‘purpose, Hence, we have the ‘“ Pennell jam,” “ White’s jam,” and 
sundry other jams, and I am about to introduce a “jam” myself, consequently I 
am afraid the subject will eventually become a little confused. I have, therefore, 


thought the present time would be opportune to give an illustration of the four 
knots used, with their respective designations, viz. :— 


1 2 





I will make a suggestion that it would bean improvement on the present system 
to call the fastenings by the name of the knot used. 

The first method of using these fastenings is to pass the gut through the eye of 
the hook, make either knot, and pass the body of the fly through the opening A and 
tighten round the neck. The second or outside method is to pass the gut through 
the eye, and make a knot round the gut on the other side of the eye, the reverse of 
the fastening required, as follows :— 

For No. 1, a single bend passed over the eye becomes a “ Thumb knot” (method 
illustrated in the “F. G.” July 9, 1887, page 26). q 

For No. 2, a “Thumb knot” passed over the eye becomes a “Single bend” 
(method illustrated in “F, G.” May 14, 1887, page 290). Y j 

For No, 3, a “ Figure of Eight” passed over the eye becomes a “ Timber Hitch ” 
(method illustrated in “ F. G.” May 7, 1887, page 284). ‘ 

For No. 4,a “Timber Hitch” passed over the eye becomes a “ Figure of Hight.” 

This last is the new fastening referred to in the first part of this letter, and as no 
diagram of the method has yet appeared in your columns, I inclose the following. 


€4 


It is so simple that no explanation is, in my opinion, necessary. I discovered it on 
trying the reversal of Mr. T. W. White's knot after the manner of knots No. 1 and 
No, 2, and I haveno doubt it will prove useful, but I consider it more suitable for 
flies of the medium and larger sizes,—I am, &c., 


Portsea, Aug. 8th. PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN, 





THE HALF-HITCH JAM KNOT. 

S1r,—I find an obvious drawback to this knot, now being much advocated in your 
journal—viz., that you cannot draw it tight by pulling the long end of gut only, as 
by doing so the loop which should encircle the shank of hook comes back again over 
the eye. Hence you have the hook only hinged on to the cast, from which will 
result the non-hooking powers often complained of, : 

Only the other day I met an angler, and was having a chat with him on angling 
topics generally, when, happening to ask him his opinion on eyed-hooks, this was 
his answer:  “ The last few days I have been trying some, but cannot make them 
hook the fish well,” On inspecting some tied on casts, the reason was at once 
patent, as the knot only hinged them to the gut instead of their really forming a 
part of it. He had been tying them on with the above knot taken from the 
“F,G.,” but failing to carefully work the loop over the eye this was the result, 
It seems to me we have not much to gain by a knot that increases the trouble with 
eyed-hooks, and here was a case of the hooks being condemned for what was the 
fault of the knot. None of the others I know are open to this objection—viz., Mr, 
Hall's, Major Turle’s, Mr, Campbell’s jam, or my own.—I am, &c., T. W. WHITE, 

P.S,—I remember it has been claimed for this knot that with it the gut sets ina 
more direct line with the shank of hook than with any other, therefore giving a 
better pull on the point ; but although I have carefully looked for it, I find no 
difference from the others. What governs the set of gut is the “cant” of the eye, 
and if the gut is to set in a direct line with the shank, the eye must stand at right- 
angles to it, 
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LOCH CORR, LOCH SHIN, &., AND SUTHERLAND LOCH TROUT FLIES. 


Sir,—I have to ask “ W. M.” Elgin, what he would be at—wherein I was wrong in 
my remarks about Loch Corr? He is not sure what I mean by the word “ fry,” “My 
article is not the least ambiguous ; I cannot bother with quibbles. 

“W. J.C,” must be joking when he discards my statement that there are streams 
open to Lairg Hotel visitors. There are; but in a very dry summer, such as the 
past, they are seldom in ply. “ W. J.C.” recommends ‘a ponderous (13ft.) rod for 
small loch-trout, A ten-footer isample. It is not advisable to combine a trolling 
and a fly-rod in one. Itmay dowell enough if there are two distinctly different 
top Joints—one for trolling and one for fly. Mr. Butters, of Lairg Hotel, always 
has a splendid collection of flies suitable for “ his lochs and streams.” ; 

I notice Mr, W. Bantock’s kindly reference to my Sutherland loch-trout patterns, 
and while I agree with him as to the killing powers of the “Claret and Mallard,” I 
cannot agree with him as to the history of my Sxtherlandshire pattern of the same 
name fly. Mr. B, considers my “Green and Mallard” an innovation. Yes, that 
may be, and I don’t dispute it; but it isan innovation highly successful in every 
part of the county, not merely in the west, to which Mr. B, would localise its useful- 
ness.—I am, &c., 

W. Murpocu, 





POND-FISHING NEAR CANTERBURY. 

Srr,—Anglers staying in the neighbourhood of Canterbury who are fond of 
bottom-fishing should pay a visit to the “Reed Pond” in Mr. Kennett’s Nursery 
Garden, which is situated on one of the hills overlooking the town. ‘Lhe pond, 
which is about two acres in extent, was originally a gravel pit, which was filled up 
about 40 years ago by a spring which runs through it, and was stocked about that 
time with carp, tench, perch, roach, rudd, and eels. The deepest water is about 
12ft. Mr. Kennett’s nursery is about 25 minutes’ walk from either the 8, E. Rail- 
way or L. C, and D. stations, Anyone in the town would direct you to it. I have 
fished it for the last two summers, and have had very good sport ; the fish run large, 
The charge for fishing is very small—6d. a day from the bank, or 2s, including the 
use of punt. No fishing on Sundays. If you think this information would be of 
any use to anglers visiting that neighbourhood, and is worth inserting in your paper, 
they are welcome to it.—I am, &c., A VISITOR. 





A FEW WORDS ON LOCH-FISHING. 

S1r,—I am induced to say a few words about loch-fishing through a remark in a 
letter in this week’s GAZETTE, signed “W. J.C.” Mr. “W.J.C.” is about right 
when he says, “I felt sure that there was a great deal to learn in loch-fishing,’’ 
There is truly a vast deal to learn—more than most people imagine. After years of 
careful observation one begins to find out that certain flies are very killing on 
certain lochs, but for the reason—ah ! truly “I could not get anyone to enlighten 
me.” But Mr, “W.J.C.” either is, or will be, an accomplished angler, for he 
evidently observes much. 

I prefer loch-fishing to stream-fishing, not in a boat—that I consider no sport at 
all—but from the side wading ; and I never use the so-called “ loch flies,” but always 
have found that the smallest and neatest of flies, and the best imitations of the 
natural article, with perhaps a bit of tinsel added, are preferred by the larger fish. 
An exception, perhaps, may be made in very dark or stormy weather. I know lochs 
where in calm weather no decent-sized trout would allow a boat to come within 
casting-distance of him, but this to me is the chief enjoyment of loch-fishing—to 
spot a rising fish, wait for a puff of wind, wade cautiously in and at him—he will 
not refuse. 

People who fish in boats know little of this pleasure. As “ W. J. C0.” observes, it 
is the “ chuck-and-chance” system, or even worse, perhaps trailing a monstrosity 
called a loch-trout fly 40 or 60 yards behind, and calling it fly-fishing. You might 
just as well discard the rod and go in for an otter at once, If “ W. J. C0.” should 
try wading, he will find that in calm weather much smaller flies are necessary, and 
I think he will also find that if he does not catch quite so many fish as from a boat, 
he will often have the largest fish—the fish of the day, and far more exciting sport. 
—Iam, &e., J.H. W. 





DRY-FLY AND WET-FLY FISHING, 


Srr,—I have read with a good deal of interest the articles that have appeared in 
the “ I’, G.” anent these two styles of fishing. Asto discussing the relative merits of 
either style, I think it a waste of time ; the matter is governed entirely by the de- 
scription of water fished. 

In some streams, such as we have in Devon, with a rapid course over boulders and 
broken rocks, no one would think of using dry fly ; while on the lower reaches, where 
the water becomes slow and placid and the fish larger, dry fly, except in a high 
wind, will kill fish when wet flies are useless. The most interesting part of the dis- 
cussion to me is that which states the cause of Mr. Tod’s objection to dry fly. He 
fancies that the “real floaters” he has got hold of would not only fail to kill trout 
in the Northern streams, but actually scare any trout that they might happen to 
come across, and in this, I believe, if the flies he alludes to are those of commerce, 
and such as [ have seen, he is perfectly right, for I never knew them kill on the 
Exe, or wherever I have seen them tried, and that for the very reasons which he has 
stated. 

Flies properly dressed for dry-fly fishing will kill equally well when used wet 
where the water is suitable, and such fliesas I am myself successful with on the Hxe 
will, [am sure, not be refused by fish in Northern waters. 

I cannot well describe them, so as to give Mr, Tod a sufficient idea of what they 
are like, and therefore inclose one or two for him to see, if you, Sir, will kindly let 
him have them, as I am ignorant of his address, and then, perhaps, he will say 
whether my idea is correct or not. Among them he will find a small Olive Dun— 
somewhat the worse for wear now ; I inclose it because it has slain nearly a score of 
good fish.—I am, &e., R. A. 


S1r,—I was fishing for dace with the fly in a Lower Thames weir stream a day or 
two ago; the water was coming down at a good pace, with smooth places here and 
there among the broken water. The bottom was sharp, clean shingle, every pebble 
of which could be seen clearly under three or more feet of water in the smooth 
reaches, I was using a single Red Quill Gnat, and after making a series of ineffectual 
casts on the broken water without getting a single rise, I began casting on a smoother 
and deeper reach just above, floating my fly down it at the end of 10 or 12 yardsof cast- 
ing-line. Without moving from my station, I took sixteen good dace (one I estimated 
at 31b.) between 12.30 and 2 o’clock—all strong and lusty fish ; but not one fish rose to 
my fly unless it was floating cocked. Even then they came but sparingly, and I am 
satisfied that had I not fished the dry-fly method I should not have taken a fish. The 
float-fishers seemed to be doing nothing. My fly (Ionly used one) was tied on an eyed- 
wire, turned-down eye, and point raking sideways. I wish I could get some hooks 
like it.—I am, c,, VAL, CONSON, 


FISHING ON AN OCEAN VOYAGE. 

S1r,—I purpose taking a trip to New Zealand in a sailing vessel round the Cape 
in a month or two, and shall be very much obliged if you, or any of your readers, 
can give me any hints as to necessary fishing-tackle, &c., for useen route, Thanking 
you in anticipation,—I am, &c., SS Wiebe 

Bray. 

[A friend who has been to Queensland says that it would be an unlucky voyage 
which gave much opportunity for fishing, We should advise “ A. W. B.” to take 
some strong sea-lines and hooks, and also some spinners, One. of the special sea- 
rods, with large reel, made by Mr. Jones, 10, Hastborough, Scarborough, would be 
the best to take ; send for his catalogue. There is fine fishing about Cape Town, and 
if you put in there for a day or two there would be a chance of sport.—ED. } 





SUDDEN y. LINGERING DEATH FOR FISH, too narrow in the bend cannot take a good holi; the. wide one may, and probably 





Srr,—Two little incidents, lately under observation, have led me to fear that the’ | will. In my humble opinion, it matters not how wide the bend nor how short the 
practice of killing at once captured fish is not so general as could be wished, and as shank, provided the point be sharp and the barb delicate, short, and elose—that is 
any and every effort to instil a spirit of consideration into anglers, in whom | the important thing. 
it may now be lacking through thoughtlessness or otherwise, is sure of your I fear my letter is rather long, but the interesting character of the subject 
sympathy and support, I write to express a hope that yourself, or some of your able | must be my excuse.—I am, &c., Site Bu 
correspondents, may be pleased to turn your pens thitherward, and indicate how August 15. 
under different styles of angling all unnecessary pain to fish may be best avoided. [We have elsewhere referred to this question.—D., | 





Lately, when out fishing, a labourer passed me, carrying a pound trout which he FE , . 
had caught by groping ina back-water of the river, With a tight grasp he was TO DYE PALE YELLOW OR ANY OTHER COLOUR. 


holding the struggling fish, and it had not occurred to him to save his fish from a Srr,—Your correspondent should try Judson’s wood stains, which can be had of 
lingering death, for he very readily fell in with my suggestion that he should give | 22y colour, and bought of chemists and stationers. Use the tincture of turmeric by 
the fish a fatal blow on the head, and went homeward with his prize, now carried infusing an ounce or more of the root, powdered in spirits of wine, This may be 
much more easily, and now happily beyond the reach of further discomfort and pain, | made to give any tint of yellow, from the lightest straw to the full colour called : 
So much for an instance of thoughtlessness. French yellow. 





More recently still, I came across an angler fishing for carp in a public water. He I used the above 50 years since to dye some draught men I had turned—it is good | 
was not ina very jolly humour, but his success, whilst others near had only the for any kind of material._—l am, &c., T, R, SACHS, . 
pleasures of anticipation, proved him a fisherman of experience and skill; and, in THAMES ANGLING RIGHTS. 


conversation, I gathered that he had fished _in different parts of the country, when- 


ever opportunity offered, for fifty years and that he was now treating himself to a : oes : : | 
couple of holidays. The first fish I saw caught was a small dace, which was tossed Society, I cin assure him there can be no charge for angling in the Thames below , 


away behind him to a lingering death. When asked why he did not return it to the | Stone at Staines. It appears the island has been taken by, as far as I be 
water, his reply was, “There’s too many of ’em a’ready in the water.’ And Ep some a tenant, pee Be See elie charges for fishing arg his 

: a Sree b Ta aoenen let eAa og ete 2 nd, and other charges even for landing and for a picnic. I am in correspondence 
sadly did he show his lack of a true angler’s sport in his utter indifference to the | Vit ine secretary of the Board of Thames Conservancy on the subject.—I am, &c., 


Srr,—In reference to the letter of Mr. Charles Piggott, of the Rising Sun Angling 





poor carp, which he hurried alive into his basket. Carp are, I believe, most tenacious W.H.B 

of life out of water, and the frantic struggles of fish just caught, and the gasping . H, BROUGHAM, 
efforts of those that looked asif all was over until the spirit of life again gave LAMPREYS IN IRELAND 

evidence of its existence, were a very painful sight. \ Two or three times, when asked Str,—In reply to “ Pour Dieu,” I have not the slightest doubt from his description 


to give his fish a rap over the head, with a look that carried with it the verbal |. the repulsive-looking object” is the sea lamprey proper. The fin would be nearly 
interpretation of “mind your own business,” he said: “No, I always leaves ’em | Jin, high in one of that weight. His description, especially as to colour, tallies to 
alone. ; ; = a nicety. I have seen them weighing 3lb., but that they do reach 51b, is certain. I 

Without opportunity myself of forming an opinion as to the general prevalence | should think no species of fish differ more in colour than the river (both species) 
of unnecessary cruelty, I venture to (write in the interests of some fish at least, | and sea lamprey. If he says they could not get into the lake from the sea, then, as 





which, after fair warfare on their part and good prowess as adversaries, do not | Sambo says, ‘I gibs ’im up.”—I & 
receive as conquered opponents that merciful consideration which they fully deserve, a pepe cal hie soy 
—I am, &e., G. ELS. WIMBLEDON LAKE, 

[During the past ten years we have frequently advocated the killing of fish which Sir,—August 9th, Mr. Curzon, one carp, 321b., and 2}1b, of bream, August 11th, 


the angler intends to retain ; ib is certainly cruel not to do so, and fish killed at | Mr. Inman, one carp, 4$1b., and 71b. of bream, Aug. 13th, Mr. French, 71b, 602,'of 
once will keep longer and eat much crisper than those which are allowed slowly | bream. August.8th, L, Gibson, seven eels, 1llb. 40z.; and August, 13th, five’ eels, 








to drown in the air or bleed to death.—ED. ] 8lb, Nota cloud in the sky; nota leaf stirring; the lake like a sheet of glass ; the 
: = sun setting like a globe of fire behind the distant trees ; the surrounding meadows | 
“ SNECK-BEND EYED-HOOKS WANTED.” dry and sere as a desert, and all nature craving for the long-looked-for refreshing i 
S1r,—Such is “ Watchett’s ” appeal, echoed by you, Mr. Editor, by me,and doubtless | rain.—I am, &c., M, A, | 
many others. Where can we get properly-constructed small eyed-hooks, which will oe a ¥ 
not just prick the fish only, and not too heavy in the wire? Iam interested to : 7 
know that others are not quite satisfied with (as we were led to suppose) the HOLLOWAY'S PILLS.—Nervousness and want of Hnergy—When first the nerves feel unstring, and 


seins i i: * . ¥ listlessness supplants energy, the time has come to take some such alterative as Hollowa ’s Pills to 
scientifically perfect hook I had hitherto thought myself the only heretic. Inever restrain a disorder from developing itself into a disease, These excellent Pills correct all errata . 


did believe for small hooks, in that ingenious romance about the line of applied | and weaknesses. They act so kindly, yet so energetically on the functions of digestion and assimilation, 
force or pull, coinciding (as near as may be) with the line of penetration of point, } that the whole body is revived, the blood rendered richer ani purer, while the muscles become firmer 


80 carefully explained and illustrated by writers of angling books. In other words and stronger, and the nervous and absorbent systems are invigorated, Thes2 Pills are suitvble for all 
‘eae =3 " classes and allages They have a most marvellous effect on persons who are out of condition ; they soon é 


T would rather have a smajd hook wish wide bend than with narrow bend. A hook | rectify whatever is in fault, restore strength to the body and confidence to the mind. 














THE IMPROVED Waterproof ATI: WATERPROOF THE INVERNESS FISHING & SHOOTING CAPE. 
BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOSTING JACKET. Storm a for 5 Is 0 | TI nie CART PIDGE The Inverness Caps being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 


tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 5 ; 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false th Me BaGSs. has elastics to put arms through. 
elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. NE 90rs. Fi 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886. 
THOROUGHLY 
VENTILATED, 
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ILLUSTRATED PRICED CATALOGUES ON 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, AND ANDERSON, 


INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, aubs1 


97, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, CITY, LONDON, E.C. cow Woao, &. 


‘And 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSHA. 


ve 


CARTRIDGE BELTS. 


Ye ALWAYS SOFT AND PLIABLE. } 
APPLICATION. 
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Melbourne .. 3 See ae = Le pp 
W. WOODFIELD & SONS, 
EASEMORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITGH. 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Roda, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c, 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Hyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine, 


Also HASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes, 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


atent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 















EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE’S 


UPRIGHT SPLIT- WING TROUT & GRAYLING FLIES 


“ Beautifully dressed, true to nature, and of the best materials.”—Land and Water. 
On Eyed-Hooks, 1s, 9d. doz. On Finest Selected Drawn Gut, 1s, 6d. doz, 


All Orders of 5s, and upwards Post or Carriage Free. 
Now ready, post free, new Price List of Improved and Newly-Invented Specialities, 


Mr, Edgar 8. Shrubsole, Fishing Tackle Manufacturer, Maidstone, sends us samples of his Split— 
Wing Trout and Grayling Flies, as advertised in our columns, He certainly has made an excellent 
selection, for his list includes a score of the most reliable and killing patterns which have ever been 
invented. All are good; but we particularly like his Red and Grey Quill Gnats, Hare’s Ear with gold 
twist, Yellow Dun, Olive Dun, Black and Red Richmond Fancy, Wickham’s Fancy—but we shall have 
to go through the whole list at this rate. It is the fashion to use eyed-hooks—and a good fashion, too ; 
but we must confess we have asneaking fondness for a hook on gut, and Mr. Shrubsole’s are beauties, 
both as regards gut and shape of hooks. In fact, if using one of his flies on gut, we should feel more 
certain of hooking our fish than with any eyed-hook which we have yet tried—we have so often 
With the eyed-hooks merely scratched a fish which, in the pre-eyed-hook days, we should have thought 
it 3 Crt serge to miss. Mr, §. also sells an excellent Taper Gut Cast.—FISHING GAZ ETTE, April 
10th, 1886, 


15, MEDWAY STREET, MAIDSTONE. 


With and Without Steel Centres, 


From Guineas each. 
| deeb ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- hee 18 
Before cementing. ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. After cementing. 
Awarded 277 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 1881. BEWARE OF IMITA- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” advertised by pretended manufac- 
turers. SIGNIFICANT FACT.—We were awarded THE ONLY GOLD MEDAL for 
Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great Fisheries Exhibition, 
London, ‘83. Only Medal at the “ Inventions’ Exhibition, 1885. The Gold Medal, Liverpool, 1886, 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED ‘‘ ALNWICK” GREENHEART RODS, 


All hand-made from the finest old seasoned Greenheart, selected for its great 
Strength and Elasticity, and PREPARED IN A SPECIAL MANNER, WHICH 
GREATLY INCREASES ITS CASTING POWER AND DURABILITY. They 
are lighter, have greater casting and killing power, and are more elegant than any 
other make. Made under our personal supervision, Intending purchasers should 
certainly see these. We will send on approval on receipt of cash, 

Reels and Lines can be fitted so as to give the best results, Remember, these 
are the best we can make, and no trouble or expense is spared in their production, 
All have our UNIVERSAL “ WEEGER” REEL FITTING and 2 Tops. 




































All 3 Piece, Length. Cedar Handle. |Cork Covered Handle, Ee ene for 
No. 599 10ft. ae 
600 loft Gin. AeA EN 
601 1lft. 6s. 6d. 
602 11ft. Bin. 115.0 200 
604 13tt, 2 
- 00 2ner 
605 14f¢ ao O 212 8 | 8s. 6d. 
606 15. 210 0 218 6 
eee Boe Se Soe See oe ae 
: is. 6d. 
609 18ft 8 5 0 315 0) 








Send for Illustrated Catalogue, Post Free, 3 stamps. 96 pages, over 100 Ilustrations, 


Hardy Bros.-2:*AInwick, Northumberland 


GS See EXHIBIT at Stand 466, ‘‘ JUBILEE” EXHIBITION, NEWCASTLE- 
ON-TYNE, 


W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(WHOLESALE ONLY), P 
ABBEY MILLS, (*"482S#2>) REDDITCH. 
ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


TESTED FISH HOOKS. 


INCLUDING 
MONDELE 
oe frp 


<, M ¥, 
e TERA ON oe 
Obes 


ie is gun 


FISHING: HOOK 


RUST-PROOFED. 
GS” Purchasers are requested to see that each Packet bears the above Trade Mark, with 
H. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s signature, without which none are genuine. SS 


aD 

THE “ARCHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FISHING RODS, REELS, TACKLE, &c., &c. 

SALMON AND TROUT FLIES to STANDARD PATTERNS. 


IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & Trout Rods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. ? 

Particular attention is given to the manufacture of these Rods, which are formed in sections of 
equilateral triangles, thereby getting the strongest possible combination. Selected canes only are 
worked up by first-class skilled men,a waterproof cement igs used, and once dried the pieces cannot be 
separated. They are then coated with specially prepare varnish, and rendered absolutely waterproof. 
The Rods thus produced are therefore perfect in balance, powerful in action, and unequalled for dura- 
bility, A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected by means of 
a New and Kegistered Serrated Ferrule, drawings of which are herewith given :— 

= = SS) SS =< 
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(B) e 
ri errated Ferrule as fixed, before the silk bindings are put on. Tig. B shows the 
feeruie wilt tee cite on, thereby preventing the metal from cutting through the cane. : 
With these unprecedented advantages the “ MALLESON ” are the very Best and Cheapest Ameri- 
can Oane-built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained with Corked, Cane, or inlaid Butts, in various 
lengths, for Salmon or Trout, of any Hishing eee ea in the United Kingdom, 
: pecialities :— 
se i ” WATERPROOF SILK DOUBLE TAPER SWITCHING LINE. 
he ge ee «GRISHAM ” PLAITED PURE SILK LINE. 
REG’D (No. 53026) CAST BOXHS in 2, 3, 4, and 5 Compartments. 
THE “GRESHAM” COLLAPSING STEEL LANDING RING. 
NEWLY-INVENTED BOOK FOR EYED AND OTHER FLIES. 
PATENT CASTING MULTIPLYING REEL. 


Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 
H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, E.C. 


London Wholesale Agent for Malloch’s Patent Casting and other Reels and Gaffs. 


oe Chas. Binks’ 


JUBILEE PIKE SPINNER. 


Proved beyond a doubt to be the very Best Bait for Pike, Trout, Perch, and Chub. 
Invented by a First-class Angler, who will Troll any man in England. 

Beautifully made of soft rubber, and will last for years. Prices :—Pike, ls. 6d. ; Trout, &e., 1s. 
The C. B, Trolling Trace, fitted complete with eccentric lead, best gimp and swivels, ls. 1,000 3yd. 
finest Gossamer Fly Casts, at 7d. each. Write for anything you may want, 

MONEY RETURNED IF NOT APPROVED. 


WORKS—DAVYGATE, YORK. 
PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIVE GUANO OOMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEE Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &o., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, E.C. 


ALL WHO REQUIRE 


GOOD PRINTING 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICES, &c., &., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, E.C. 


TROUT AND GRAYLING|REAL PORPOISE HIDE 
aise memes LEATHER AND LACES: 


Orders are now booked at low rates for Ova, Fry, 

and Yearlings from the finest and gamest strains 
Tanned and Curried from the real BELUGA 
or WHITE WHALE. Best quality. Wholesale 


in the kingdom, 
COARSE FISH and HATCHING 
only. Instruct your shoemaker, in order to secure 
the real article, to apply to 


APPARATUS SUPPLIED. 
FISHERIES LAID OUT. 

WILLIAM CHEATTER, Tanner § Currier , 
ST, PETER’S LEATHER WORKS, LEEDS, 












PRICE LISTS ON APPLIOATION TO 


THOMAS FORD, Manor FISHERY, 
CAISTOR, LINCOLNSHIRE. 
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THE NEW ACME LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not i 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. ui 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 











EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 















er eee SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY PO3T. 
no Lines or Rods are 


Genuine. Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, : 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. 
best lines I ever had,” 


On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
(No. 1), and another for trout 
They are in short, the 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 

“ [ have used the Improvep ‘AcMnE’ Lane lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
L)NE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—-May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. ; : | 
Mr. Cholmondcley~Pennel’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without | 

Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 2d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 4 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dujl smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tiedinknots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead | 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 








For every description of 
however, it is good lure. 





September, 1886, 





Position of Hooks as Outline when viewed 


seen from Wing from beneath, when on 
Points. water, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 


fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


Price 2d. per yard. 





“ J find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FisHIna GAZaTrE 


“My son has had first-rate sport with them,’—W, Hl, ALpAm, Hditor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 
Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 33, per dozen, Hyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


120 pages and_over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 . 
Wholesale Lists (to the Trade only), 2 stamps. Les z » post free, 3 stamps 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, Is. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


ANGLERS, OBSERVE!!! 


‘“Ye Pluckie Perch ”’ 


Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle 
BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, 1s. 3d. each, Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
from 2s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each. BOTTUM and 
SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 
6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REBLS, Nottingham, from 1s ; with adjustable check, 
53.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINES, 3 yards, 3d, each ; best,4gd. HOOKS, 
best, on gut, from 5d.dozen. FLIHS, best Tront, 1s. per dozen. 
SPECIALITY.—PLAITED SILK LINES (warranted pure) :—Fing, 30yds., 91.; 40yds., 1s. 
Stout, 75yds., 33. 131. 
SEND FOR PRICH LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 


See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct, 18, 1884. 
FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREE. 


E.G, 





Medium, 
50yds., 1s, 531. 


ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST "['}i A the World Produces 
AT 3,, A POUND. 


Magnificent THAS at 2s. and Qs. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at ls. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 

CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDSE. 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIRCUS, W.; 7, WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.?., LONDON. 











Angling Reminiscences, 


BY 


FRANCIS FRANCIS. 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can ba had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. ; 


FOR THE AIGHEANDS!! 


Loch Flies, large selection, including Mr, Murdoch’s Specialities for Sutherland, 2s. to 3s. 
a dozen ; Loch Cast Lines, fine, medium, and stout (have many a time killed salmon), 93. a 
dozen ; Trout Rods, 12ft., from 103, 6d.; 14ft. from 14s.; 16ft. Dee Grilse pattern (a light, 
powerful, Greenheart Rod, for long casting), from 21s.; 24in. Brass Check Reel, to nold 60 
yards Grilse waterproof silk line from 4s, 6d. ; best prepared Waterproof Silk Line for trout 
(strong enough for salmon), from 23. 6d. per 20 yards ; Brown’s Phantoms, trout sizes, 2s, 6d. 
Single Gut Spinning Traces, ls. and 1s 6d, Treble Gut Traces, 1s, 64. 


THE SRA!! 


Sixty yards Sea Line, Is. 6d.; 80 yards, 2s.; 100 yards, 23. 61. Cast of Twelve Sea Flies on 
strong single gut (3 to4 yards long), 2s,; dressed with tinsel, 3s. The same on double 
twisted gut, 3s.; tinselled, 4s, 100 Sea Bait Hooks on Twisted Hair, 2s. New Lamprey 
Hel, five inches long, 2s. 6d. Leviathan Spinning Trace, 1s. 6d. Treble Gut Spinning 
Traces, ls.6d. Brown’s Phantoms, 2s, 6d.and 3s. 6d. (See Letter below.) 





FOR 


: ; BROWN’S PHANTOM IN THE SEA. 

“To the Editor of the FISHiNG GAZETTH.—Sir,—It may interest some of your readers to know I had 
great sport among the Rass at Ilfracombe last week with Brown’s Leaded Phantom, when they would 
look at no other bait. I was out with Barbary on two mornings, and took some heavy fish on each 
occasion. In fact, the minnow was no sooner in the water than it wastaken. I found the same resul¢ 
last autumn at Gairloch (Ross-shire) with the Lythe, when I took 40 to 50 fish a day, many of them 
heavy fish of 8lb. and 9ib.—I am, &c., S. HOBBS, Junr., 18th Sept., 1886.” 


Robertson's New “Leviathan” Spinning Trace, 


Made of a fine wire not much thicker than a single horsehair, and strong enough to pull out 
LEVLATHAN! Two or three yards long, ls. 6d. 
FOR SEA FISHING, PIKE FISHING, AND SALMON FISHING. 





“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CASTING. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make, 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.”’ on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36 GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO.,, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 
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| NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX. 


Registered No., 44,533. 
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Improved Girth for 


C i Basket 
1887 GRATIS. Seana Net. 


FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 


AND NET. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 











FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 

“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light,and has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all das with it without the slightest fatigua 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly hindlrd) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which Iam now fishirg with it. The Keeper said te-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing with itisa 
positive luxury.”—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN'S “MULTUM in PARYO” FLY RODS. 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
* An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE, 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which isa suflicient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Fsq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 
in Parvo” Rod :—“ You sent nea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 
rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make any use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 
glad that you should do so. I am sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 








Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both jn cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season's trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable. 

Colonel H. Graham writes:—‘‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do nct cut through the wind or place 
the fiy so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 


ER LINES. 


NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
From EDWARD OTTO PARTRIDGE, Esq. 


“ Lianwareth, Builth , Jan. 16tb, 1872. 

“Last year I had one of your make of Taper 
Salmon Lines through Mr. Hotchkis, of Llanwisk. 
There may be some prejudice against your new 
make of lines, but cannot imagine why; for esa 
fisherman of 40 years,I have found nvthing to 
compare with them ” 

Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—‘* Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—“ I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed, After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes -—“ Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“ The 
Manchester Lines have three spevial merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ae the effect of water much longer than other 
ines.’ 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait For samples, address, 


with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 





SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 





or four years’ hard work.” 


ANGLERS. 


GENTLES OF GOOD QUALITY. 


Killing Baits for all kind of Fish, price 1s. per pint. Well-cured Wasp Grubs, price 8s, per pound, on 
receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob-street, Bradford, Yorkshire, ; 


A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY, - 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 


MIXTURE. 


d1b,, Post free, 1s, 7d, 


JOHN MAYO & SON, 
CIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The storm of Wednesday morning and evening will freshen up the river a little, 
but it is the proverbial drop in the bucket compared with what is wanted. The 
fishermen have not had much to complain about lately, as from the reports which 
have come to hand they have been fairly well employed. There has been a question 
raised as to riparian rights at Penton Hook. Thereare no such things on the Lower 
Thames as riparian rights. There may be land which is private property, and the 
occupiers may object to anyone trespassing on it; but they cannot make a charge 
for fishing—that may be clearly understood. But the question which has been raised 
at Penton Hook of levying a toll on the anglers will not be allowed to rest, as the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society has taken the matter up and addressed a com- 
munication to the Conservators on the subject ; but unfortunately it is their recess, 
and they do not meet again until nearly the middle of September. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RICHMOND.—Job Brain, in five days, 501b. of roach and dace, and five barbel. C. 
Brown, in seven days, forty-two dozen, and twenty barbel. J. Brown, in the same 
time, 1001b. H. Howard, in four days, 601b., and H. Mansell, during the week, 901b, 

TWICKENHAM,—S, Cole, in five days, 98lb. of roach and dace, and one barbel. 
George Coxen, in three days, 48lb. J. Dobbin, in five days and one half-day, 100lb., 
three bream, and eight barbel. Edward Finch, during the week, 40lb., one barbel, 
and acarp of 2)b. Pert Hammerton, in two days and one half-day, 35lb. and two 
barbel. R. Moffatt, in three anda half days, thirty-two dozen, three barbel, and 
one bream. H. Spires, in five days, 1001b. John Spong, in seven days, sixty-two 
dozen, two barbel, three bream, and a carp of 2lb. F, Wiggins, in one day and a half, 
twelve and a half dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—J. Baldwin, in two days, twelve dozen of dace. W. McBride, in 
one day, five dozen. B. Stevens, in half a day, four dozen. The puntsmen at 
Twickenham and Richmond, have been doing very well, some of them getting 20lb. 
weight of good roach and dace in addition to some barbel, bream, and carp. 

Kineston.—John Johnson, sen., in one day, twelve dozen of roach and dace. 
George Chamberlain, in three hours, about four dozen of gudgeon, H. Smith about 
five and six dozen of roach and dace in the day, anda few bream. Two gentlemen 
from a private boat in two days, thirteen dozen of roach and dace, and a barbel of 
431b. ; another gentleman, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace. 

SURBITON.—There has been a great quantity of roach and dace taken, a few 
barbel up to 541b., a few bream up to 4lb., and a carp of 341b. 

Lone Dirtron.—C. Buttery, during the week, each day, six dozen of roach and 
dace, and some gudgeon ; and E. Buttery had similar sport. 

1 HAMES DITTON.—Two gentlemen in a private boat, one brace of jack and six 
dozen of roach and dace ; another gentleman, five dozen, one barbel, and one carp. 
The bank anglers have been getting some good roach up to 141b. weight. 

HAMPTON Court.—William Milbourne, in two days, twelve dozen of roach and 
dace and two barbel. Thomas Milbourne, in one day, eight dozen. John Smith, 
during the week, twenty dozen, six barbel, some gudgeon, and a few perch. Thomas 
Wheeler, during the week, thirty dozen anda few gudgeon. J. Hedger, one day, 
four dozen of gudgeon and three barbel; another day, five dozen of roach and dace ; 
and another day, five dozen of gudgeon and two dozen of roach and dace. A gen- 
tleman in a private boat, seven dozen of roach and dace, and a few gudgeon. 

SunBuRy.—Mr. Morgan, with Herbert, during the week, forty-four dozen of roach 
and dace, some of the roach being very large ones, and a jack of 231b, Mr. Streat- 
field, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace, and one barbel ; and in two other days, 
fourteen dozen. Edward Clarke, during the week, 501b. of bream and ten dozen of 
roach and dace. H. Clarke, fifteen dozen, five barbel, two chub, and seven dozen of 
fine gudgeon. J. Lock, in two days, thirty dozen of roach and dace. The Messrs. 
Stroud, in their different punts, from five to six dozen of roach and dace each day ; 
and one of the punts got a fine trout of 7lb. 

WALTON.—John Hone, in one day, sixteen dozen of roach. A. Laney, the Swan 
Hotel fisherman, one day, six dozen of roach and dace, and five bream ; another day, 
ten dozen, and fourteen bream ; and another day, four dozen of roachand dace, H. 
Searle, for S. Rosewell, one day, seven bream and five and a half dozcn of roach and 
dace ; another day, five dozen of gudgeon, six dozen of roach and dace, and four 
bream ; and another day, five dozen of roach and dace. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, one day, fifteen dozen of gudgeon and one brace of 
perch ; another day anda half, with Mr. C. Jones, of London, five jack, three dozen 
of gudgeon, and two dozen of roach ; and another day, ten dozenof gudgeon and one 
jack. 

WEYBRIDGE.—H. Carr, in two days, twenty dozen of gudgeon ; another day, nine 
barbel and three bream ; and another day, seven dozen of roach and dace. 

DockxEeTr Point.—Mr, Brooks, with James Haslett, in one day, eight dozen of 
gudgeon. 

CHERTSEY.—L,. Hackett, one evening, with Messrs. Cartwright and Roake, two 
barbel, one perch, and one eel; and another day, eight barbel and a few dace. J, 
Poulter, in five days, forty-six dozen of roach and dace, three bream, and three chub, 
His best day was with Mr. Askaw, with fourteen dozen of roach and dace and three 
bream. 

STAINES.—G, Osman, in four days and one evening, fifty-four dozen of roach and 
dace, twenty dozen of gudgeon, and one perch ; his best day being eighteen dozen of 
roach and dace. J. Keene, jun., in seven days, sixty-one barbel and eighteen chub, 
E. Keene, jun., in five days, sixty dozen of roach and dace, two bream, and four jack, 
Charles Hone, in five days, twenty-one and a half dozen of dace, and three harhel, 


UPPER THAMES. 


The very stiff downpour of rain which yesterday visited the Thames Valley may 
improve the prospeots of angling, which have for weeks and weeks past been at the 
very lowest of ebbs,! I have not for seven or eight days had a single report from 
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my many correspondents, either amateur or professional, and the only catches I 
know of have come under my own observation when wandering along the banks 
and braes of bonny Thames. Gudgeon and perch continue to be caught in quan- 
tities ; but all other classes of fish, Jawyer fashion, require a refresher. In the 
Hurley and Medmenham waters, Mr. Anton, in four days’ work, has taken three 
barbel, two dozen perch, and fifty-one dozen gudgeon. At Aston, Mr. A., by using 
a fly early and late, has had some pretty baskets of chub, best fish scaling 2¢1b. In 
this district also, two fair anglers, whom I am permitted to name “ Blanche” and 
“ Lotty,” have been trying their “prentice hands ” under the mentorship of “ Buzz,” 
and although one baits with gentle and the other sloe-black eyes, they have not as 
yet captured the desired fish, but will, I am confident, do so “ later on.” Thursday 
night.—The rain has not yet tinged the river ; but by Saturday matters piscatorial 
will be more than hopeful.—_MAkLow Buzz, Aug. 18. 
Thames (Datchet). 

Heavy rain falling as I write, and it has been raining all night. We shall havea 
little more water in the river; it has not been nearly so low here this season as I 
have seen it in summers gone by. Very little to say about fishing ; trade mighty 
dull ; the fish getting bigger. On the 10tha gentleman caught a handsome trout 
below Old Windsor Weir spinning, 5lb., and lost a good jack. I haye been out 
gudgeon-fishing, and had very good sport. Lob worms will be plentiful now, so I 
expect to hear of barbel and trout being caught this week. I have seen several 
trout on the feed this last day or two.—G. LUMSDEN, 

The water is getting in grand trim now for all-round fishing. Out three cays this 
week, largest take six dozen of dace and three dozen of roach. Next day, eighteen 
dozen of gudgeon and two brace of perch. Next day, sixteen dozen of gudgeon and 
one brace of perch. Out to-day, with a patron, four dozen of dace and two dozen of 
roach. My son, Harry, out three days, largest day, eight dozen of dace and two 
dozen ofroach. Next day, sixteen dozen of gudgeon and two brace of perch. Out 
to-day, with a patron, sixteen dozen of gudgeon, Dace and gudgeon are well on the 
feed.— J AMES HOARE, Fisherman, 

Thames (Goring). 

Thursday.—The rain has made the water a little better, but we want a lot more, 

Have been out two days ; took a few very good perch anda lot of gudgeon.—JOHN 


Rusu. 
Thames (Windsor). 

Up to time of writing some heavy showers have fallen, and already the river is 
looking more healthy, though a quantity of floating weed, moved by the recent down- 
pour, interferes very much with legering and spinning. Barbel, of which there are 
still a great quantity, should now be taken with worms, which are easily obtainable. 
Gudgeon-fishing will doubtless improve by the freshened water, and this month 
should see ladies and children enjoying good sport. Roach have not been feeding so 
well—doubtiless this also willimprove. Chub have been taken in great quantities, 
the heat causing them to collect in their favourite shady haunts under the willows, 
where insect life this season is plentiful ; as a consequence their condition is good. 
Mr. A, Brown, of Eton, and Mr, Howe, jun., of Windsor, have had the best basket, 
comprising over sixty fish, though many were returned. The heaviest of the few 
barbel taken during the week was one I weighed, going 43lb.,and taken by Mr. G. 
Culliford, of Eton. A very handsome trout of 5lb (the season for which closes 
10th prox.) was taken by Mr. Lely, of the Sayoy Theatre, London, who, with Mr, G. 
Grossmith, was fishing in the old river. The fish was taken with a natural gudgeon 
spinning, and gaye excellent sport in the rough and rapid water of the weir stream, 
A few jack have been taken, but small, ard till the weeds begin to die down can- 
not expect many to be taken. The coin which I mentioned in my last as being 
dragged ont on a piece of weed fouled by a bank angler has been identified by Mr. 
A. Booker, of Windsor, as a farthing of King Charles I. reign. On the Colne near 
here excellent sport is being had with the roach, amongst the numerous bags taken 
being one consisting of thirty-one fish, weighing 2531b., which was taken in two 
hours by Mr. H. 8. Hobson, of Poyle Mills, Colnbrook.—B, R, BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Whilst complaints of scarcity of fish and lowness and clearness of water are very 
rife, the Ancholme still holds its own as about the cheapest and best-stocked piece 
of public water in the kingdom. On the 9th, Mr. Cooper caught 3 stone 81b, of bream 
and roach ; Mr, Hare, 2st. 91b. bream ; Mr. Hawkins got, from the 8th to the 10th, 
3st. 11lb. On the 11th, the Rotherham Liberal Angling Association fished a match, 
and although the wind was unfavourable, the following took prizes :—Mr. W. 
Harper, 7lb. 6oz.; Mr. W. Edwards, 5lb. 80z.; Mr. E. A. Dart, 4lb. 530z.; Mr. C. 
Batty, 3lb. 1}oz.; Mr. 8. Danby, 2lb. 100z.; Mr. W. H. Shepherd, 2lb. 7oz. One 
angler at Brigg has taken, since the 21st June, above 3cwt. of fisb, I attribute these 
high results in great part to the partial discolouration of the water by the occa- 
sional passing of lighter boats. Neither the angler nor his tackle are so conspicuous 
as in waters which are clearer.—THOMAS FORD. 


Creek (Southery). 


To get to the above place, rail to Littleport station on the G.E.R., then three miles 
to walk; or can be met by writing to the landlord, Ship Hotel (Creek), Southery, 
Norfolk. Ican only do justice to this beautiful fishing resort by advising anglers 
to give ita trial. The landlord gives permission to fish. I can only say, from past 
experience, he will do his best for all anglers (roach and perch),—J. O. GEORGE 


Aug 14. 
Chichester. 

Better sport is noted this week generally. ‘The canal is now showing the effect of 
the long drought, yet bream are feeding fairly well. Mr. Collins has secured the (at 
present) largest bream noted this season, scaling 3lb. 100z., and a perch of 1}lb. ; 
several smaller fish have been taken, Jupiter Pluvius has at last condescended to 
smile on us in the shape of a heavy thunderstorm, accompanied by a small deluge in 
the weald of Sussex, extending to Brighton, which will doubtless benefit the streams 
and rivers. Some excellent roach have been taken from the Ouse during the week, 
the largest 11b. 540z. and 11b. 30z. ; a fine chub was taken bya visitor from Uckfield, 
scaling 3lb.100z. Bass are affording sport in the harbours and on the coast ; the 
largest I hear of taken at the mouth of Chichester Harbour weighed 63lb. In the 
district from which I am writing—Sheffield Park—the streams are low. Iam ona 
trouting expedition ; will note result in next week’s.—F. G, 

Derwent (Amber ate). 

The Derwent still remains very low. Althoug’ rain fell copiously on Wednesday 
morning, it did not materially alter its height, but has puta little colour into it, 
which caused many rodsters to try their skill. Grayling have risen freely during 
the week, and many have been taken near Whatstandwell by the local hands, the 
Red Ant, Orange, and Ash Duns being the most successful flies. Baskets of from 
three to six brace have been the average takes, Mr. Abraham Kellsall had a nice 
basket of coarse fish from the Whatstandwell deeps, including a chub of 41b., taken 
with the small red worm on fine-drawn gut; also, Mr. J. Varney, by mid-water 
fishing with the wasp grub and maggot succeeded in landing 6lb, of dace and roach, 
and a fine trout of 2lb.at Ambergate. The weather has been dull during the last few 
days, with a cold north-westerly wind, and, if it continues, the Whirling Blue Dun 
and Red Spinner will be the best flies to use.—AMBER DUN, Aug. 18. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

The Derbyshire streams continue clear in spite of some half-dozen hours’ down- 
pour. The brooklets were, some of them, slightly tinged on Wednesday evening 
after the rain of the morning. We have not heard of anything much having been 
accomplished. The fish rose well whilst the water was tinged. To-day (Thurs- 
day) the sky is cloudy, whilst wind and weather-glass promise rain. We have not 
had the terrific thunderstorm that caused such havoc as near as Birmingham. We 
have had a little over half an inch of rain fall; we could do with twenty-four 
hours’ rain, There would be no fear of a flood if we had a fall of two inches. Dove 
continues clear as crystal, Rain falling at the moment of writing,—FosTER BRos., 
Ashhourne, . ’ : eS ee 





; Eden (Carlisle). " 

The heavy thunder rain of Wednesday has made no visible impression on the river 
except below Carlisle, where the outpour from the sewers stirred up the mud and 
made the water filthy. We want three or four feet of water to do any good. Some 
fair night-fishing has been had of late in the Association water about Cargo ; but, 
on the whole, sea-trout and herling have taken better in the day-time when there 
was a good wind. This has been the case notably in the Esk, which river gets the 
benefit of the prevailing west wind blowing up-stream. Mr, E. H. Budd, of London, 
at present staying at the Metal Bridge, has had some nice baskets, and Mr. Slater, 
on two occasions, has caught about forty fish with the fly. Night poaching is said 
to be very preyelent in the Esk just now.—SILVER-GREY 


Fritton Decoy. 

The Old Hall, near Yarmouth, has been busy with angling boarders (chiefly from 
London) during the last month. A party of six of us spent ten days there, and had 
capital sport. Catches of 5lb. to 141b, in a day—roach, bream, and perch—have been 
common enough, I took a handsome perch of over 2lb,; another of our friends 
caught two fine specimens of. roach (over 11b, each), and another landed a bream of 
321b., and one of 23lb, The bulk, however, consisted of small roach and perch, In 
one boat two rodsters caught over 300 reach and. bream ‘(chiefly the former) with 
bread paste.—H, H, B ; 

Idle (Notts). 


Several good baskets of trout have been taken from the Gamston and Elksley 
waters during the later days of last week ; but this week things have been quieter, 
as there has been a lot of thunder about and some rather heavy rains. The soil is 
very dry indeed, and little water has yet reached the streams ; but it is anticipated 
that the rains of to-day will achieve this object, and stir up the fish. Below Retford 
and about Mattersey, I hear of several decent takes of coarse fish, including roachand 
dace, anda few grayling. Last week a Rotherham angling club had a contest in 
private waters at Drake Holes, and the first prize fell to Wm, Ramsden, with 
3lb, 140z., who once before this year has landed a first prize in a club contest.—L., 
Aug. 18. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—During the past week there has been some. first-class.sport, ground- 
fishing. On Thursday last the largest catch was brought in by Mr. R. Souch, who 
hooked over 80lb. of bream, codling, and whiting pout in about four hours ; another 
landed between 50lb. and 601b. of bream, others averaging from 151b. to 301b. per 
boat. The bream having fairly set in, amateurs can have a good day’s sport any 
time up to the end of September, weather permitting. There has not been much 
done at whiffing this week, the weather having been so fine the water has become 
quite clear. A change of weather for afew days, witha good shower of rain, would 
bring the water a better colour, then some good sport may be expected. Amateurs, 
fishing with rods from the pier and rocks upand down the coast, have had some 
very good catches ; in fact, good sport can be had any day. There is every sign of 
a change in the weather, which would be a great advantage to sportsmen ; wind 
N.N,W.—E. Comer, Aug, 18th, ' 

Lake District. ; 

Thursday Night.—We have had heavy rains throughout the district, though these 
have made hardly any effect on the riverd and streams as yet. The fish are suffering 
in condition, and, of course, great numbers are destroyed. Sea fish are lying at all 
the estuaries in great plenty, and are only waiting for water to enable them to run, 
Good takes of salmon have been had by the Arnside and Dallam Tower nets, though 
those at Low Levens have not been so successful. A few nice sea fish have been 
taken on the Waiste in the Kent with rod and line, the following takes having been 
had :—Messrs. James Whitehead, 3 and 4; H. Beadle, 4; Bleaze, 4; and 8S, 
McGowan, 3. In Hutton Beck some good brook trout have been taken by Messrs, 
C, Hoggarth and R. Park, the latter having 24 in two fishings. Mr. H. Mann had 
5, 7, and 9 trout in the upper reaches of the Kent with winged flies. Now that the 
weather is somewhat cooler, char fishing is improving in Windermere, as the fish 
have come nearer the surface. Some nice takes of rudd haye been had, also roach 


and pike.—HPHEMERA, 
Lea (Ware). 


Anglers’ rush to Ware, for the show of fish that I am now looking at—viz., at the 
Barge, taken by J. Baldock, going 191b.—is a perfect picture, and he is only one 
in it, for there are several gentlemen down here to-day all gota good show owing 
to the rain and cutting of the weeds. Mr, Chapman got a pretty jack of 631b., and 
a native of the name of Hammond has been in it, taking several jack going about 
31b., and a splendid show of roach to-day. The weather at the time of writing is 
still right for rain, and everything looks rosy. The bait is caddis, and we have 
several visitors on the job for to-morrow.—Harry Pag, Aug. 18. 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The past week has been a busy one to anglers, who have taken every advantage of 
the copious downpour, which has considerably heightened the streams, and brought 
with it a nice fresh on the water. On Saturday last several rodsters were out in the 
reaches below Derby, and some nice bags of roach and perch were made. Rain has 
fallen at intervals throughout the week, and the prospects for the next few days 


seem good.—G. R. B. 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is still very bright, but free from weeds, and there have been a few 
nice roach taken, and some perch taken from the Forty Guinea water; and two 
nice jack from Black Pool.—WM. COWELL. : 

Lea (Tottenham). es 

A large number of fish have been taken since my last report. In the navigable 
river below the lock, bags of from 41». to 10lb. of roach have been made by some of 
the best rods, Mr. Guater being one of the most successful. From the Copper Mill 
stream and the old river some good roach have been taken by Messrs. Hughes, 
Braham, Stoner, Long, and others. Some good perch and one sizeable jack have 
been taken by Mr, Cater. On the 14th inst., Mr. Bell captured a couple of jack up 
to the standard. Mr. Johnston, with the fly (whipping), has been getting good 
sport with the roach, capturing more than one weighing over 1b. The late 
storms haye made the water a capital colour, but has added little toits volume, the 
thirsty earth absorbing all, and still crying “ give.’—HACKLES RED. 


Mole. . ‘ 

Sport at the Esher and Claremont fishery has greatly improved the past week, and 
with the glorious much-wanted rain which is now falling splendid takes, especially 
of large bream, will assuredly result on the 21st, as, in such beautifully-coloured 
water as we shall have by that time, bream must die by means of the luscious lob, 
or even a marsh worm, if you can get them large and attractive, which is rather 
doubtful. On Friday Mr. Wood (Grange) took six good fish, averaging over lb. 
each, and many similar hauls were made between Wednesday and Saturday. On the 
14th, Mr. Simkins (Peckham Royal) made his début on this water, and succeeded in 
taking five beautiful bream, the largest being fully 3h1b. ; Mr, D. Carpenter (Bar- 
bican), had one of 221b. ; Mr, Chas. Gatty, one of about 21b. ; and takes of one or two 
bream, roach, eels, &c., were pretty general all along the lines. W. Robbins (Bruns- 
wick) caught a very nice tench of 1}lb., and some decent roach. On Tuesday this 
week, Mr, Johnson, of Hammersmith, and a friend had eight bream and some fine 
eels. With regard to the large jack recently caught in these waters, I find that the 
fish was actually taken, but only weighed a little over 12Ib, instead of 201b. N.B— 
Day-fishing tickets can always be obtained at the cottage on Esher Bridge, which 
adjoins the fishery — LOBWORM. 

Ouse (Brandon). otter nee 

I called at the above place this week. Those anglers who have gone to the Ram 
Hotel and asked the landlord for his advice where to fish, have all returned with a 
good catch of roach and perch. The best of the fishing on this water is to had 
from baited swims, and must be fished from the hoat, I have seen some good takeg 
here this week.—J, O,GRoRGE, Augel6, 0 . 
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Ouse (Huntingdon). 


A little moré business has been done this week with the rod, but not so much as 
anyone would think or expect, considering the good condition of the water. Roach 
and bream have been feeding a little better than the previous week, A great many 
rods have been at work, but some done nothing, while others have had fair takes, 
but nothing extraordinary ; but we are in hopes of some better sport, providing we 
get a good rain very shortly to stir the water, for the fish are to be scen rising in 
all parts of the river, and only teeding occasionally, Prospects very fair.—H. 
Rout, 

., Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water still in good condition, To-day, Thursday, the 15th, there were some good 
takes of tench. Mr. North and friends, ten tench; Mr, Greenwood, roach ; Mr. 
Underwood, tench and roach ; Mr, Boscall, one tench ; Mr. H. Underwood, tench, 
roach, and jack ; and other anglers had fine takes of roach, perch, and tench. Some 
good fish were taken from the bank on the 16th: Mr, Dunning, three tench ; on the 
17th, tench from the bank; on the 18th, Mr, Carney, four tench ; Mr, Humphreys, 
tench and roach,—G, CHESHER, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 


. Matters in the angling line have been logking up slightly since my last report, 
and we have had some very refreshing showers, On Tuesday night and early on 
Wednesday morning a heavy thunderstorm passed over the country, and after the rain 
which accompanied it better sport should be obtained. The river is still very low, 
and will take an immense quantity of rain to bring it to its proper level. On Mon- 
day Mr. Edwards took a nice trout 1lb. on the Welsh Bridge Ford, bottom-fishing 
with the wasp maggot, and another of lb. was captured by Mr. Oliver in the 
same place and with the same bait. Wasp maggot is still taking well 
amongst the rough fish, and Mr. Walton has again been pretty successful ; 
in fact, the bottom-fishers seem to be having all the sport lately. Capt. Hughes 
has been amongst the pike and rough fish again with his bush-net, and on Monday 
returned from Atcham with a good amount of pike, two weighing 7lb., three 51lb. 
each, and several of 1b. and 2lb. each ; and on Thursday he took about 301b. of 
pike, chub, roach, and perch. Rather a poor look-out for sportsmen, this, A letter 
appeared in the local newspapers last week, 7¢ the trout-netting, and blaming the 
Severn Angling Society for not taking steps to prosecute the daring netters from 
Preston boats, mentioned in one of your reportsa few weeks back. Whois responsible 
for this neglect? If netters when detected, are not punished, whatris the use of the 
by-laws? Cannot anyone give some information on the subject.—PISCATOR, 
Stour (Suffolk). { 

On Monday morning, in an hour and a half, Mr. W. Aldridge and his two sons, of 
Upper Norwood, took five bream, weighing 15lb. and two roach, of 11b, 20z. and {1b, 
—for so short atime, the best catch this season. Plenty of water, but very bright.— 
GEORGE COUSINS. 

ty Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 

A change has come at last, .A storm has at last slightly flushed and stained the 
rivers and brooks, and anglers are up and at the riverside early and late. Iam sorry to 
have to inform my brother anglers that the fishermen—that is, the net men, are daily 
out with the small-meshed net, taking the fish wholesale before the anglers’ eyes. In 
my opinion there is but one thing to do, that is, to be united allup the river—that 
is; all anglers who fish the Severn there is no time tolose, Let it be understood that 
it must be protected by theS. Fishery Board passing the by-law amended in accordance 
with H.M, Inspector of Fisheries’ recommendation. The chairman of the Board, Mr. 
Willis-Bund, has done his part. It now becomes the anglers to see that they are not 
trifled with, and let the license be taken out next year for the net, or it will be of no 
use of anglers who fish the Severn blaming anyone ; if the law stands as it is now, and 
a netman applies for a license next January, the clerk must give him one—J. A. 


GRIFFIN, 
Trent (Nottingham). 


Barbel anglers have again been busy at Shardlow, and on Saturday last Mr. M. 
Leek, one of the subseribers, canght npwards of 70h. of splendid fish. The swim 
had been previously baited with worms, and on Monday, on a similar baiting, 
Messrs. J. Spray and J. Theaker killed, near the “ Bush,” 841b. of barbel, chub, and 
dace, The chub, nineteen in number, were the best sample seen from the banks of 
the Trent since the pith and ‘brain season ended. Great quantities of barbel have 
been taken at Wilford Bridge, but it is very questionable whether all were killed by 
legitimate angling, An eye-witness iaformed me that during his brief stay on the 
bank—the men were ina punt moored in mid-stream—he saw seven fish hooked 
“foul.” A barbel. of 6lb,1loz. has been caught by Mr. R. Toone, in the Kelham 
length, and has been recorded on the books of the Nottingham Wellington Associa- 
tion, There is yery little doing amongst the roach ; but the wasp-grub has accounted 
for some big chub in the lower reaches. Rain fell on Tuesday and Wednesday, and 
when my report left on the following day the elements seemed unsettled. It will 
require a vast quantity of rain to materially affect the general condition of the 
river.—THE MaN AT THE CLUBS, ; 

, Trent (Lincolnshire). 

Until yesterday the river was in good order for fishing ; the tides are now fast 
putting in. A party of anglers were out at Knaith on Friday, and fished the deep 
hole. Salmon, barbel, and bream were knocking about galore, but evidently all 
dead-off the feed, The “Pay Bridge” was tried, but did not yield. The eddies at 
Knaith have afforded some good bream, as also the slacks near the town. Another 
barbel has been taken off Lea Marsh with wasp grub, as well as a good bag of eels 
near the same place with worm and brain.— RoDSTER, : 

Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 

We have had a grand downfall of rain this week ; but the ground is so very dry 
that it took itall in, and left very little for the rivers, which have risen but a few 
inches, although discoloured and made more fishable. There has been some fish taken 
this week, the large trout being in poor condition, but the small ones very good. 
means very good perch haye been taken, also chub, dace, and gudgeon.—BORDERER, 

ug. 18, 

Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 


These rivers have afforded better sport with the fly during the past week than 
they have for some time. In consequence of the few showers we have had, both 
trout and grayling have been on the rise. Although the rivers have not risen per- 
ceptibly, there has been a little fresh water run into them, On the upper part of 
the Matlock water, Mr. Crowder killed three brace of nice trout last Thursday in 
fine condition, one brace scaling close on 3lb, Lower down the same water, Mr, 
Higginbottom and another gentleman killed two and a half and four brace of gray- 
lingeach, One day Mr. Senior, who is staying at the Greyhound Hotel, Cromford, 
has beenhaving fair sport; killing three to six brace per day. On the Darley water 
sport has been very good ; baskets of four to six brace per day per rod. The Wye has 
again yielded poor sport, the best takes being two and a half brace, The best flies 
are the Hare’s Ear, Apple Green, and Orange Duns. At the time of writing there is 
every prospect of more-rain.—DOTTEREL, Aug. 18th, 

Whitadder (Eliemford). 

The weather at the end of last week became fine, and the long-expected rain did 
not come, The fly-fishing has been good considering the weather and state of water, 
and my surprise was great to see such fine dishes of trout taken under such 
difficulties with the fly by those gentlemen who keep out of sight of the fish. This 
has been a splendid season for young trouts; the ‘river swarms with small fry, and 
although the feeding ponds in this district are unequalled, the supply of food must 
necessarily fall short to support such great numbers of small trout as are now in the 
river, unless the large trouts worry up? three-fourths of them during the winter 
season, and then there will be too many left, Rain fell heavily last\night; the 
hills are new well soaked. The river rose about six inches this morning, and showers 
of rain are falling at intervals, The barometer is-low, the clouds are low, and the 


ppirits of the gentlemen who have long been waiting for a flood are also low ; but * 





another night’s rain will put them all in a good humour.—R, J. Fenton, Ellem 


Cottage, Dunse, Aug. 18. 
Yare (Norwich). 

With the exception of those days when the high tide brought up the salt’ water as 
far as Buckenham Ferry, and even to Brundall, sport during the past:fortnight has 
been ‘very good, especially with bream. Professor Day and Host Goldspink, of 
Cantley, have both had heavy catches. On Wednesday, the 10th inst., the whole 
reach from Buckenham down to Hassingham seemed crowded with these fish, and 
they caught them as fast as possible, many of them running up to 3lb. and 4lb. 
weight, and two visitors, staying at Garrett’s for about five days, had, with one ex- 
ception, excellent sport by ledgering. Of course, they did not bite all day long, as 
roach sometimes will; but when they did come on they afforded first-rate fun, and 
they kindly gave me two to show in Norwich, which weighed respectively 41b, and 
321b, At all other stations they are doing well both with the roach and bream, 
catching from one stone to two stone to the two rods of roach, and more if they fall 
in with bream. On the Bure, things go on much as usual in regard to fishing— 
plenty versus size is the question ; but, still, anyone with children, or those who 
like quick sportin preference to large fish, cannot do better than visit this stream at 
any point from Coltishall down to Acle Bridge. Taking the season as far as it’s gone 
up to the present, it is far ahead of the last year or two, particularly the bream,— 
Ropert Mout, Aug. 18. 

Yore (Hawes). 

We are still alive, notwithstanding this long spell of dry weather, Iam sorry to 
inform your readers that angling is still nil, or very nearly so. A more filthy river, 
so far as regards the growth of green, slimy matter, is difficult to imagine. A few 
odd brace of fish have been picked upon windy days. I hear the disease has appeared 
amongst the grayling. A native angler told me he took a grayling of near a pound 
by means of his landing-net, which was totally blind. It has been suggested that 
its eyes had been whipped out ; but I think this not to have been the case, as there 
have been so few anglers out lately. The bottom of the river is so filthy that the 
crayfish can scarcely travel to the baits of the cray-fishers——J. CoRRY, 


Wye (Buxton, Derbyshire). 


After 12 weeks’ continuous drought, the rain came at last on Tuesday night, and 
continued to fall heavily and continuously all night, on Wednesday, and the greater 
part of Thursday. There is every appearance of it continuing. There has been 
nothing of importance to report during the past three weeks, the river has been so 
very low and clear; but luckily there has been no mortality amongst the trout 
from this cause. The most killing fly is the Light-Olive Dun. Weather to-night 
showery, wind west,—G. H. S., Aug. 18th. 


Witham. 

The rain that has fallen during the week is all in fayour of the angler ; but there 
has been an amount of electricity in the air that has prevented sport as yet being 
better than last week. Im some places the water draining from the land is affect- 
ing the levels and streams, and this will stir up the fish and freshen the water, 
which had become stagnant. A decent lot of roach have been taken on the Witham, 
and particularly below Bardney, where the river has been recently cleared of weeds. 
Up to Tuesday, roach seemed about the only fish that were feeding in this part of 
the river ; but toward Boston there had been some good bream taken. Some fairly 
good pike have fallen to anglers during the last few days, though none were suffi- 
ciently large to note. Perch are caught pretty freely ; but they are very small. On 
the Upper Witham, sport has been quiet owing to the lowness of the water. A few 
days ago an old angler took a roach of 2lb. and another of 1}1b. not far from 
Lincoln, A few tench have been taken; and in the Grantham waters a few trout 
have been landed with the bluebottle. So soon as the thunder passes atvay, it is 
expected sport will be good.—L., Aug. 18. 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


Assynt Locus Locuinver.—The lochs have fished better this week than they 
have done some time back. The rivers were in flood; but next week should be a 
successful one. Aug. 12, Loch Beannoch, Mr, Wilson, fifty-five. trout, 111b. ; Loch 
Assynt, Mr, Knox, thirty-six trout, 11lb.; Manse Loch, Mr. Mackay (Hdinburgh), 
twenty-five, and two sea-trout, 8lb. ; Loch Crocach, Sir Archibald Palmer, fifty-six 
trout, 12lb.; Loch Fewn, Mr. Gustard and friends, 100 trout, 26lb. Aug. 13, Culag 
Loch, Mr. Mackay, one sea-trout, 2]b., six brown trout, 3lb.; Loch Canisp, Sir A, 
Palmer, 111 trout, 25lb.; Loch Veatti and stream, Messrs, Hill and Mann, eighty- 
five trout, 21lb., and Messrs. Gordon and Mackay, 107 trout, 33lb.; Loch Fewn, Mr, 
C. W. Wilson, two trout, 14lb. and 141b., and 105 brown, 3041b. ; Loch Crocach, Mr. 
Adams (Edinburgh), twenty-five trout, 8lb- Gurnard and bream were landed here 
in ewts. Capital prospects for next week,—A NORTHERN PiscaTor, Aug. 13, 

DUMFRIESSHIRE,—AI] kinds of weather have prevailed in the South of Scotland 
during the week, and angling has been more or less practised. The Annan is at 
present stocked with herling, and numerous catches of this kind of fish are 
reported, To this river the majority of the anglers have wended their way. The 
Esk also produces its baskets of trout and herling ; but in the Nith not much is had 
beyond a few herling, Night-fishing is largely practised in this river, but with in - 
different success. Should the weather continue fine, fly-fishing will be pursued with 
some success for several weeks to come. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Anglers in this district haye had some fair sport during 
the past week, despite the scarcity of water, The expected downpour, which can- 
not be far distant now, would bring joy to the numerous visitors at Langholm, 
Canonbie, and the Copsha, Langho!m, especially never contained so many strangers 
since it was a ‘‘toun.” Fish are plentiful, and some good catches have been made, 
whiting being the most numerous, a dozen and a half of an evening being an average 
take: Mr. George Goodfellow, Rowanburn, had 12 whiting and three sea-trout in a 
couple of hours ; Mr. W. Armstrong, Rowanburn, 20 whiting, four sea-trout, and 
half a dozen ye!low trout ; Mr. J. H. Haigh, Prior Bank, 17 whiting and one sea- 
trout; Mr. John Graham, Rowanburn, 23 whiting ; Mr. J. Ashcroft, Leaning Head, 
21 whiting ; Mr, J. M. Bowie and Mr. Richard Wylie, Prior Bank ; Mr. David Edgar, 
Rowanburn ; and Mr, Baxter, Forge, have also made good baskets of whiting and 
yellow trout. I have allthe makings of a propbet about me, Last month I pre- 
dicted rain off and on about the Langholm Common Riding, and sure enough down 
it come on the 27th, while the great tournament was in full swing.—GLOBE 
TROTTER. 

Locw AWE.—Captain Hutton, of Greenock, killed a salmon of 12}1b, on Wednes- 
day, and the following day he had a salmon on each of his two trolling rods at once, 
but both got off. Messrs. Brown (three), Brown and the Revs, Messrs. Brayshaw 
and Dyson have each taken some nice trout, both on Loch Awe and the hill lochs. 
And several salmon have been moved, though only the above mentioned was taken 
last week. Altogether the sport is not up to the average of the last few years ; but 
more water has lately got into the lochs, and better sport is hoped for.—A. Munro, 
Taycreggan Hotel, Aug, 14. 

MeELvicu, SUTHERLAND.—Mr, Elleis, Loch na Shealy, August 11th, four trout, 
4lb. ; 12th, thirteen trout, 10lb. ; 13th, seventeen trout, 121b. Mr. Ling, 15th, twenty 
trout, 151b. ; sixteen trout, 8lb. Mr. Hlleis, 16th, thirteen trout, 101b. Messrs. Frasir 
and Macintosh, 15th and 16th, 2751b. of saithe, and mackerel 113l1b. 

LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Riconich Hotel).—August 10th, Prof. Chrystal, Loch 
Garbet, 6 sea-trout, heaviest 3lb, ; Dr. Tuke, Loch Garbet, 9 sea-trout, heaviest 41b. ; Mr, 
Mackenzie, Loch No. 2, 37 brown trout, 101b. August 11th, Professor Chrystal, Loch 
Garbet, 3 sea-trout, 4}lb., and 1 bull-trout, 1}lb,; Dr. Tuke, Loch Garbet, 1 grilse, 
5lb., and 12 sea-trout, 101b.; Mr. Northcote, Loch Garbet-More, 10 sea-trout, 61b. ; 
Messrs. Babeson, Loch No.1 and 2, 76 brown trout, 20}1b.; Mr. Maitland, Loch 
Inchard, 8 cod, heaviest 10lb, August 12th, Mr, Maitland, Loch Inchard, 24 cod, 
heaviest 17lb., 2 conger, 141b., and 6 ling ; Messrs, Babeson, Loch Skeir-a-cha, 9 sea- 
trout, 6lb, August 13th, Professor Chrystal, Loch Garbet, 1 salmon, 7lb., and 9 seas 
trout, 101b, ; Mr, Maitland, Loch Inchard, 32 cod, heaviest 1741b, August lith, Mr, H, 
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Bateson, Loch Skeir-a-cha, 17 sea-trout, 111b. ; Messrs, E. and J. Bateson, Loch No. 1, 
20 brown trout, 74lb.; Mr. Northcote, Loch No. 2, 38 brown trout, 1031b. ; Mr. 
Maitland, Loch Inchard, 22 cod, heaviest 20Ib. ; Mr. Goldsmith, Loch Inchard, 4 cod 
heaviest 17Ib.; Professor Chrystal, Loch Inchard, 20 lythe, 801b.—W. WALLACE. 

Pass oF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—The weather during the past 
week was very good, and the various lochs in tip-top condition for angling. Total 
number of trout killed, 973, The shooting in this district opened fairly well onthe 
Twelfth. Good bags were got, though the day was wet. Birds are plentiful and 
strong, and good sport is fully anticipated._J oHN MCFADYEN. 

STENNESS AND HARRAY, ORKNEY.—Trout fishing on the lochs of Harray and 
Stenness has been the worst this season that has been experienced for some time. 
The early part of the summer was warm and dry, and, as a rule, trout take badly 
then, and since August began the weather has been so boisterous as to render fishing 
almost impracticable. The best part of the fishing season is yet to come, for Stenness 
at Jeast, during the remainder of August and September, and we have no doubt but 
lovers of the gentle art have good sport in store for them, We have not heard of a 
single basket this season weighing more than 71b., whilst most of the best trout have 
been killed with minnow. The largest trout probably ever killed with fly on the 
Stenness Loch fell to the rod of Mr. Spence, schoolmaster, Stenness, on Thursday 
last, and weighed 62lb. The largest previously was 631b.—NORSEMAN, Aug. 15. 

SUTHERLAND, N.B (Altnacealgach Hotel).—The following are the particulars of 
last week’s sport :—August 8, no boats out owing to a storm of windand rain, 9th, 
Senor Abaurre, Spain, Loch Boarlan, 26 trout, 91b.; Messrs. Malden, of Essex, Loch 
Ailsh, 56 trout, 2141b., and one grilse, 3}1b.; Messrs. Walmsley, of Liverpool, Loch 
Cama, 61 trout, 25lb. ; Messrs. Short and Wilson, Loch Cama, 49 trout, 28lb. Dr. 
Haultain, of Edinburgh, Loch Boarlan, fishing from bank, 42 trout, 15lb. ; Messrs. 
Aitchison and Paterson, of Edinburgh, Loch Awe, 36 trout, 14lb,; Mr. H. N. Bonar, 
of Edinburgh, 21 trout, 8)b. 10th. Senor Abaurre, Loch Urigall, 67 trout, 131b, ; 
Messrs. Drummond, of Maidenhead, Loch Urigall, 62 trout, 1631b. ; Messrs. Walmes- 
ley, Loch Veyatie, 48 trout, 121b.; Messrs. Haultain, Aitchison, and Paterson, Loch 
Cama, 142 trout, 47lb. 11th, Senor Abaurre, Loch Awe, 48 trout, 14lb.; Rev. W. F. 
Short, Loch Urigall, 48 trout, 14lb.; Mr. H. W. Bonar, Loch Urigall, 46 trout, 1241b.; 
Messrs. Malden, Loch Urigall, 46 trout, 1341b. ; Messrs. Drummond, Loch Cama, 53 
trout, 17lb.; Mr. G. R. Aitchison, Loch Cama, 17 trout, 8lb. ; Walmsley, Loch Cama, 
55 trout, 15lb. 12th, Senor Abaurre, Loch Cama, 47 trout, 12}lb. 13th, Messrs, 
Short and Wilson, Loch Urigall, 69 trout, 21lb.; Messrs. Walmsley, Loch Urigall, 
61 trout, 171b. ; Senor Abaurre, Loch Urigall, 86 trout 18lb.; Messrs. Short and 
Wilson, Loch Cama, 83 trout, 2141b.; Messrs. Walmsley, Loch Awe, 36 trout, 81b. ; 
Meesrs. Barton, Essex, Loch Veyatie, 32 trout, 121b.—_JoHN McDONALD. 

ToneuE Horen.—The following is the week’s fishing from the Tongue Hotel :— 
Aueust 10th, Mr. Bevan, on Kinloch river, two grilse, weighing 121b.; Mr. Burton, 
ov Ferry Burn, two trout, weighing 541b. ; Mr. Weatherby, on Loch Loyal, 71b. brown 
trout ; Mr. Belcher, on Loch Loyal, 4lb. brown trout, 11th, Mr. Belcher, on Loch 
Loyal, fourteen trout, weighing 7lb. 12th, Mr. Belcher, on Loch Loyal, sixteen trout, 
weighing 7lb. 16th, Dr. McCarthy, on Loch Loyal, one salmon, weighing 6}1b., and 
7lb. brown trout.—ToNGUE HOTEL, Aug. 16. 

TWEED, TEVIOT, AND OTHER BoRDER RivEeRS.—The angling on the Tweed and 
Teviot, and other border rivers, is just now almost at a discount, the exceptionally 
long period of drought having caused the above rivers and their tributaries to run 
at an exceptionally low level for a long time back, with the result that the river 
beds have become very foul, greatly to the detriment of angling, and matters cannot 
improve until we have a good sweeping flood. 

YruaN Trpat, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms Fishery).—The 
autumn fishing may now be said to be in full swing, although the weight of the 
baskets yet obtained are considerably short of what may be expected later on. Since 
last report all over the sport obtained shows a marked improvement. Average basket, 
eleven to twenty-five trout, weight, }1b. to 2#lb. each. The following gentlemen 
fished the water during the week :—Dr. Taylor, London; J. F. Johnstone, Hsq., 
Seville, Spain ; Dr. Tyler, London ; Rev. Mr. Anton, Dysait ; J. E.and J. W. Crombie, 
Hsq., Balgowrie Lodge; Dr. Jamieson, Aberdeen ; Earnest Humbey, Esq., West 
Drayton, Middlesex; Dr. Collins, Aberdeen; John W. Potter, Esq., London ; L, 
McKormin, jun., Advocate, Aberdeen ; Rey. Mr. Hawkins; and Arthur Humbey, 
Hisq., Watford, Herts—YTHAN, Aug. 15. 
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IRISH NOTES. 


MouRNE AND StRULE Rivers, Co. TyRoNE.—The first flood during 1887 came 
down on Saturday last, and was a banker; but, alas! as the waters receded, instead 
of getting cleaner they got blacker and blacker, till now they run pure strong flax 
water. The present state of things is worse than the first, for now even tbe trout 
refuse to feed. On Sunday a great number of salmon were seen ascending the 
almost impassable weir at Sion’s Mills, as the flood came at the weekly close time 
for nets. It is almost a certainty that not one of these fish will fall toa rod. The 
next flood will strew the banks with their bodies, as all the fish in deep, sluggish 
paris of the rivers are killed by this pest. English visitors to these parts of Ireland 
—and they used to be legion—will be sorry to hear of the increasing amount of 
flax water turned into the rivers annually. The chief offenders are men belonging 
to the class known as the “ Great Unpaid,” and nothing is ever said about it by any 
“Jocal.” Cross lines, with from 25 to 30 flies, comb the rivers backwards and for- 
wards for miles on likely days. The locals are very glad to get some angler from 
London to go out with ; but if the angler only knew how every fish had been dragged 
over all day, and most of them pricked, I fancy he would keep his money in his 
pocket. A good flood would finish the flax water, take away these fish, and bring 
up others, A rod-fisher out early, and by choosing some pool overgrown with trees 
on one side, so as to prevent the cross line working, would have good sport with the 
peel (called salmon here by courtesy), for, owing to the wholesale winter poaching, 
the incessant netting in the tidal portions of the waters, and the decreased size of 
the mesh, the fish are very small, about a six-pounder average, but are fairly 
numerous in any but Jubilee years—Four DIEU, &c., Aug. 15. 

ERNE AND LOUGH MELVIN.—AII through the past week the weather continued 
very bad for angling, dark and sultry, and but very little wind. Still, considering 
the few rods on the river, sport was fair, Particulars: Captain Barry, on Monday, 
two grilse 431b. and 41b, ; on Thursday, one salmon, 16lb.; on Friday, two grilse, 
7b. and 631b.; on Saturday, one salmon, 11]b., and a grilse of 51b. Mr. H. Simmonds, 
on Monday, one grilse, 6lb. ; oa Wednesday, one salmon, 11lb.; on Thursday, two 
salmon, 15]b. and 131b., and a grilse of 5lb.; on Saturday, one salmon, 91b., and a 
grilse of 7lb. Mr. D. Dunbar, on Wednesday, one grilse, 5lb.; on Saturday, one 
erilse, 4lb. Mr, M, Grant, on Wednesday, one salmon, 8lb.; on Friday, two grilse, 
7lb each. Trout-fishing on Melvin is now first-class, and some splendid baskets were 
taken there last week —M. RoGAN, JUN., Ballyshannon, Aug. 17th, 
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A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

Srr,—The continued low state of the Trent has given barbel fishermen a fine 
opportunity of indulging in this favourite sport. In the Shardlow water some big 
baskets have been made ; myself and friend have had some very good sport. Last 
Friday we had a good catch of barbel. The Brothers Leake had two biskets of 
barbel. 501b. and 60lb, respectively, on Friday and Saturday. 

On Moaday, Mr. J. Theaker and a gentleman had as many barbel and chub as 
they could carry, several of the chub over 41b, On Tuesday myself and Mr. Bates 
caught a dozen barbel from 341b, to 531b., besides eels and dace. A few locals are 
getting some good chub with wasp-grub, fishing towards dusk. The river is 
literally alive with salmon, every barbelswim having several fish in it. 

Mr. Green has been killing an immense number of barhel in the Holme Pierpoint 
water.—I am, &c., A. W, 

Aug, 18, ; 
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[ We beg to request Seoretaries to post thei Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. } 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The delegates of this association met at Forester’s Hall on Monday last, the 15th 
inst., Mr. Beckett, the vice-president, in the chair. The minutes of the last delegate 
meeting, held on July 18 last, were read and confirmed. The meeting next con- 
firmed the enrolment of the Golden Calf Angling Society, holding its meetings at 
the One Tun, Saffron-hill. Mr. Ghurney, the secretary, reported that several persons 
had, through the vigilance of our bailiffs, been detected fishing in the Lea at night, 
and others found with undersized fish in their possession ; that four of the worst 
offenders will be summoned, the others having been let off witha caution upon their 
promising not to offend again. Mr. Ghurney next informed the members that 
during the time certain portions of the Lea had been run off the fish had been very 
earefully looked after and preserved, so that practically the entire stock now re- 
mains for the benefit of all anglers; large quantities of bream, tench, roach, and 
jack were seen, The bailiffs reported as follows :—Mr. Norman stated that he had 
been out on the 18th of July at Waltham. About 6 p.m. a large number of natives 
and loafers, armed with spades and pails, made their appearance, and endeavoured 
to dam up a portion of the river, but were quickly informed they would be punished 
if they did not’ immediately desist. They ultimately retired very discomforted 
without haying taken a single fish, and he could assure the association that the 
river had been well looked after, and never left without one or more 
watchers being in attendance until the water was run in on the 28th July. Upona 
recent occasion he had stopped a man fishing by night; also another, who had a 
jack of less than six inches in his possession, and-several roach under two inches, 
He had obtained this fellow’s name and address with the view of summoning him, 
On the 14th inst. he had perambulated the rivers from Lea Bridge to Enfield Lock, 
and found many anglers provided with bait-cans containing undersized fish, which 
they generally stated were to be used the next day as bait. They were invariably 
informed they could not be permitted to retain these fish under this pretence, when 
they had no jack rod with them. Another man, he found, had a number of under- 
sized fish, which he stated he had purchased a short time before from another angler, 
but as he could not point out this person, his name and address had also been taken, 
Another angler was using a bank runner ; this he gave up upon being informed that 
its use was illegal. Another gentleman had about forty small fish in a keep-net ; 
his name was of course taken. Mr, Norman, in conclusion, drew the association’s 
attention to the great services rendered them by Mr. Lane, of Waltham. Mr. Ghurney 
suggested that some substantial recompense should be made him in recognition of 
his services. Mr. Manning heartily concurred with the suggestion. Mr. A W. 
Parker proposed, and Mr. Bunn seconded, that a _ serviceable pair of high 
boots should be presented him. This was unanimously agreed to. Mr. 
Clarke, bailiff, reported that he had caused a number of anglers with under- 
sized fish to return them to the water. He also confirmed Mr. Norman’s state- 
ment with regard to the careful watching of the Lea when the water was out. Mr. 
Laws proposed, and Mr. Holtham seconded, a motion that a very hearty vote of 
thanks be awarded to Mr. Norman for the great services he recently rendered, not 
only to members of the association, but also to the Lea anglers generally. The 
motion was carried unanimously. Mr, Norman thanked the members for their kind 
appreciation of his services, and also mentioned the fact that the men he had 
alluded to as having bait-cans with undersized fish in them were not club anglers. 
The secretary next read the report of the Renting and Preservation Committee, 
from which it appeared that much good work had been accomplished in the past 
month ; that with regard to the preservation of the Stort, the notice-boards were 
ready for fixing. Mr. Thorling, visiting officer, reported that he had made several 
very successful visits to various clubs. At the St. Andrew’s Piscatorials, twelve 
clubs were represented ; the average attendance at these meetings was very good, 
although the recent hot weather had sometimes interfered with them, He had 
been able to induce several clubs to receive collecting-boxes for the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Society. Mr. Manning stated that his visit to the Good Intent was 
unusually successful, which he attributed to Mr. P. Geen, who read his 
paper on “Fishing in the Fleet at Wraysbury” to a very crowded room. 
The secretary having called for five volunteer bailiffs for the ensuing 
month, Messrs, Manning, Norman, Midsohn, Clark, and Williams kindly offered their 
services, which were thankfully received. Mr. A. W. Parker announced that Mr. 
T. H. Sowerbutts, the well-known manufacturer of roach Lea rods, was retiring 
from business, and wished to show his appreciation of the patronage that anglers 
had afforded him by presenting one of his best quality roach rods to be competed for 
by members of the Anglers’ Association and Anglers’ Benevolent Society, a small 
entrance fee to be charged, the whole of the proceeds to be for the benefit of the 
latter society ; also that his son and successor, Mr. T. C. Sowerbutts, wished to 
inaugurate his succession to the business by presenting a fitted tackle case as a second 
prize. The Gresham Angling Society, in whose hands the matter has been placed, 
heartily accepted these presents on behalf of the said society, and had added another 
prize—a first quality fishing seat box, He also asked for the kind assistance of the 
officials, who have been accustomed for many years past to carry out pegged-down 
matches on a large scale. Several gentlemen promised to confer with the Gresham 
Angling Society in regard to suggesting details of the competition. A vote of thanks 
to the chairman brought the meeting to a close shortly before 11 p.m. Forty-one 
clubs were represented.—QUILL GNAT. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £2 10s. 
from the donation box of the Good Intent Angling Society, and 2s. 103d. from the 
donation box of the late West Central Angling Society, The next meeting of the 
committee will take place on Friday evening, Aug. 26, at 8.30. Notice.—All out- 
standing books for the draw for the Greville Fennell Painting must be returned on 
Saturday, Aug. 20.—R. GHURNEY, sec., Aug. 17. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 14th, Mr. Baynes weighed-in roach, and Mr. Harding bream, roach, and 
dace. Members are requested to attend next Wednesday to arrange for a roaming 
match, to take place on September 11th for five half-guinea prizes and a special 
prize.—J. WORLEDGE. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th inst. our members fished a roving match for four prizes, with the fol- 
lowing result :—Mr. A. Conn, 4lb. 90z. of dace and bream, first ; Mr. W. Davison, 
3lb. lloz. perch and bream, second ; Mr. H. Dodson, 2b, 15oz. bream, third ; and Mr, 
W. Taylor, 2lb. perch and bream, fourth. Messrs. A. Frost, H, Gillispie, J. Sherval, 
and T. Downey also weighed-in,—A. CONN, sec. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING |ISOCIETY. 

Our trays were well filled on the 14th inst., Mr. Taylor weighing 41b, 90z. of nice 
dace ; Mr. Cooper, 51b. of roach; Mr. Jamieson, 61b. roach and dace; Mr. Hoare, 
4lb, roach ; Mr, Jennings, 111b. roach and dace.—J. J. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The only members who have troubled the scales within the last fortnight have 
been Messrs. Grimaldi and Black, who have been out on several occasions, and 
brought home some nice shows of roach and dace, the largest dace, scaling 
910z., falling to the last named. We fish a pegged-down match at Rickmansworth 
on the 21st inst., for a series of prizes, one of which is a very handsome one, 
presented by Mr. Walter Varney. “Good on yer, Potts.”—JACKO. 

_ CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We are not doing much in fish-catobing at this club, On Thursday, the 11th 
Mr. Charles had 7lb. 100z. of carp. Several of our members were out on the 14th, 
but only three weighed-in fish, Mr, Clark had 2lb, 14202, of roach from the Pike 
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and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s End ; Mr. Field had 31b. 90z. of dace ; and Mr, Kirt- 
land 21b. 7$0z. dace, both from Broxbourne.—A. CLARK. 
CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair. Previous minutes were read and signed, and ordinary business conducted, in- 
cluding the election of two new members previously nominated, and one new 
member nominated. We hada good list of “catches,” and a handsome tray of fine 
roach (heaviest, 1}lb.) was weighed-in by Mr. Hicks, Several members who had 
returned from their holidays at the seaside had had good sport with rod and line 
from piers, boats, kc. Will members kindly attend the meeting next Monday, at 
8.30 p.m.? We shall have an interesting evening, and welcome visitors will be 

resent. I have been desired to correct an inaccuracy appearing in the Angling 
Raper for two or three weeks past, in connection with a great take of tench, stated 
as from the Loddon. Mr. H. Short, the captor, has not for two seasons past been a 
member of the Clapton, he having resigned prior to his society being established at 
the Royal Sovereign. A cordial vote of thanks to our chairman closed a pleasant 
eyening.—HENRY Howss, hon. sec. 

CROWN PERSEVERANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 14th inst, and were 
amongst the roach and. dace. Mr. A. Palmer, roach and dace ; A. Sloper, roach and 
bream; W. Shorey, roach; R. Bannington, roach and perch. The above will fish 
their match at Amberley on the 21st inst. Members will kindly show up on Monday 
evening early.—J. R., hon. sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 18th inst., when some good fish were 
weighed-in, \Mr. Severn, bream, 15lb. 50z.; Mr, Jenner, bream, 7b. 9$0z.; Mr. 
Palmer, bream, 2lb. 90z.; and Mr, Maxwell, roach, llb, 2140z. I have to inform 
members of this society that, as there was such a small number of members present 
on Wednesday last, the general meeting is postponed until Wednesday next, the 24th, 
—H, PALMER, sec. 

GENERAL HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This new society, which bolds its meetings on Tuesday evenings at the General 
Havelock, West-street, Hackney, numbers 46 members. On the 14th inst. four 
members weighed some good fish from Amberley.—S, Farr, sec. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th the following members weighed-in fish, viz., Messrs. Perkins, roach 
and dace, 8lb. 18%0z.;-Green, roach and dace, 2lb, 9}0z.: Trowbridge, roach ; 
Stoner, bream and chub, 2lb. 90z.; Manley, roach and dace; A. Crow, roach and 
dace; De Perran, roach and dace ; C. Crow, roach and dace, Mr. De Perran also 
exhibited some nice fish on the 16th—viz., dace, 4lb. lloz., and roach, 3lb, 4302. 


—C, B. L. 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of fish at the club on the 14th, brought in by Mr. May- 
bury (roach), Mr. Haynes (roach and bream), Mr. Devon (roach and bream), Mr, 
Ormes (roach), Mr. Bonnick (roach), and Mr. Murphy (roach), On the 16th there 
was a good attendance of members. Mr. Ghurney attended to open our benevolent 
box, the result being £2 10s. Mr. Ghurney returned thanks. Three propositions 
received. Our dinner takes place on Monday next, the 22nd inst., at the Rye House 
Hotel. There is a train leaves Liverpool-street at 12.45, that will just suit, to be in 
good time to dinner.—R. Murpuy. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Among the members who have weighed-in the last few days were Messrs, Brook 
and Wood, the former 931b. dace, and the latter 5b. 7oz. roach,—W. K, 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At the usual meeting on Tuesday a very interesting evening was spent, Mr. 
Norman being in the chair. Mr. Young reported the take of 27lb. of roach from the 
Lea in two days. Regret was expressed that Mr. Gardner’s name was omitted last 
week in connection with thetake of perch. Messrs. Ghurney and.Becket being pre- 
sent, were invited to take part in the discussion of the roach competition to be 
arranged, and their suggestions were most practical and valuable. The arrange- 
ments are as follows :—Competitors, who must be members of the Anglers’ Benevo- 
lent Society or of the Anglers’ Association, to meet on Saturday, the 10th Sept., at 
the Pike and Anchor, Ponder’s End, at 2.30, to draw for swims, fishing to be from 
3.30 to 6.30 p.m. ; entrance fee, 6d. each. Tickets to be obtained of Mr. R. Ghurney, 
10, Baches-street, Hoxton. The prizes are given by Mr. T. H. Sowerbutts (for the 
three best roach weighed together), by Mr. T. C. Sowerbutts (for the next three 
best), by the Gresham Angling Society (for the best specimen fish), and by Mr. Norman 
(for the third next best three roach), Any prize not won will be again competed 
for. No fish to be weighed-in under Lea regulation sizes. No competitor will be 
allowed to weigh-in less than three fish, except for prize No.3. The object of the 
conditions imposed is to point out a method by which club anglers can take prizes 
without having recourse to the objectionable system of gross-weight competitions. 
Thus this system, if adopted generally, will enable anglers who have secured, as in 
this competition, three sizeable fish, to return any smaller fish they may afterwards 
take, as such will not assist them in obtaining a prize.—G. C. 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Some members of the above were out on the 14th inst., when Mr. A. Fish brought 
a show of roach, 1lb. 1}oz.; Mr. Furlong, bream, 140z., roach, 130z.; Mr. Russell, 
roach, 2}0z. ; Mr. Braham, jun., roach, 2}0z., bream, 1402. I beg to inform brother 
anglers that our return visit takes place on Monday, Aug. 22, when all will meet 
with a cordial welcome.—W. H, TURNER, sec. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 14th inst. the members fished for twelve valuable prizes at Ware, ten of 
which only were taken; the shows were very small, The following were the 
winners :—Messrs. A. Hattemore, E. Harris, H. Steadman, T, Haycox, G. Hunt, W. 
Cooper, G. H. Wood, J. Baylee, W. High, and S. Gillett. Mr. J. Jefiries had roach, 
but did not fish in the competition —R. GHURNBY, sec. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members have been out with the following result :—On the 14th 
inst., Messrs. C. Smart and D. Keep, fishing together, got 11lb. of roach and dace. 
On the 15th inst., Messrs. J. Gronous and H. Still, fishing together, had 1531b. of 
roach and dace. Messrs. J. Conroy and A, Spratley also had roach and dace, but did 
not weigh in.—C, SMART, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Tuesday last Mr. George Ohlson took the chair. The minutes 
of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, a new member was elected. 
Mr. Timson presented to the society an interesting collection of Lea and Thames 
photographs, receiving a special vote of thanks for his very acceptable donation. 
A discussion (which was adjourned) took place re the Bill ‘‘ ‘To declare the Law re- 
lating to Fishing in Rivers.” Since the previous meeting the following members 
had reported results :—Mr. Baker some good roach from Rickmansworth ; Mr. A.C. 
Bentley and Mr. C.S. Bentley various items from the Lea, Rib, Stort, and private 
water; Mr. Boxall some nice jack from Elstree ; Mr. Harper roach, perch, &c., from 
the Mole; Mr. Kennett roach from private water ; and Mr, H, Morris a very good 
basket of fine perch from the Ouse. A most agreeable evening ended with the 
passing of a hearty vote of thanks to a most competent and genial chairman,— 
C, H. KENNETT, hon. sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, C, Hayward had 131b, 60z. of roach and bream on the 14th inst., which were 
taken in the neighbourhood of Hatfield Peverel. As there are matters of great 
importance to be placed before the meeting on Wednesday next, the secretary hopes 
that all members that can put in an appearance will do so—H. B, 

; KINGFISHER ANGLING SOCIETY. 

By the kind permission of A. W. Whitnall, Esq., the members of the above society 
fished their first annual contest at Booth Mill, Knutsford, on Wednesday, the 10th 
inst, The first and second honours were taken by Mr, J. Clare and Mr, W, L, Craw- 
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ford respectively. The weather was very unfavourable, and little sport was obtained, 
B. J. PICKERING, hon. seo. ; 
MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since our last report, with few exceptions, our members have met with poor sport. 
Our best show was a nice lot of roach and perch from Mr. J. Bunn, scaling 121b.; whilst 
Mr. J. W. Dyer also had a fair lotof roach, and Mr. J.G. Feaks had three jack. The 
following also weighed-in :—Mr. W. F. Dyer, roach: Mr. W. Gillies, roach and dace ; 
and Mr. A. May, perch, Several others have been out, but have not showed up with 
fish. We fish a match on the 4th prox. for several valuable prizes, roving from the 
lock at Roydon up to the next towards Burnt Mill; all fish, except jack, to weigh. 
Honorary members are eligible to compete in this match. All to godown by the eight 
vole train from Liverpool-street on the morning of the match,—A. May, 

on, sec, 
NORWICH ANGLING CLUB. 

The annual match was held on Thursday, the 11th inst., at Buckenham Ferry, to 
which place the members were conveyed by the Norwich ’Bus Company, and the 
competitors, after the morning’s ride, did ample justice to the catering of Host 
Garrett, then betook them to their boats, and started for their several favourite 
spots, on this occasion only one voat going up-stream, all the others fancying they 
should get amongst the bream lower down (as very large catches had been had the 
day before); but in this they were mistaken, as the result proved, for an extra- 
ordinary tide came up, made the water very salt,and drove the fishup. When 
6 p.m. arrived, it was soon seen that our ex-president had exercised good judgment 
in selecting up-stream, as the following list of prize-winners show: Ist (silver 
challenge cup, presented by J. J. Colman, Esq., M.P., and Saml. Hoare, Hsq., M.P.), 
Mr. Geo. Diggens, 271b. 7oz. ; 2nd, Mr. W. Mace, 141b. 1loz. ; 3rd, Mr. Littleboy ; 4th, 
Mr. J. Young ; 5th, Mr. Charles Daniells; 6th, Mr. R. Moll; 7th, Mr. Riley ; Sth, 
Mr. Whincop; 9th, Mr. C.J. Greene. After the weighing-in and declaration of 
prize-winners, the party assembled around an excellent repast, and then drove home 
by Blofield, chatting of days gone by and partners of days of yore, whose voices are 
hushed, but whose good-fellowship is remembered by many a kindly reference. 

PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There have been some excellent shows of fish on the tables of this society during 
the past fortnight. Mr, Fennings has shown some splendid trays of roach from 
Ringwood, some of which have nearly gone 21b., and also some very fine dace; Mr. 
Huggett has shown some very nice chub from the Thames, largest 3lb, 5oz. ; they 
are difficult to take, there being little or no stream, The members who have fished 
the Welland have been doing well. A very interesting meeting was held on Wednes- 
day last, W. Leman in the chair.—T. H. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 17th inst. at the Horseshoe and M igpie, 
Great Bath-street ; rather a poor muster of members in consequence of the weather. 
Those who did attend were well repaid for their trouble, Mr. Payne treating us to 
some splendid selections on the piano. On the 14th inst., Messrs. R. Sharpless, Gay, 
and Ladd weighed-in; several others were out, but were unsuccessful, amongst 
that number being—C, PIGGOTT, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, : 

On the 14th inst. Mr. H. Haine contributed nearly 7lb. of nice roach, a bream 
3lb. 130z., and a perch 1lb. 6oz. from the Medway ; Mr. T. Line had 6}1b. of roach 
and dace, and I. Davies had roach from the Thames; Mr. T. Smith had reach from 
the Arun; Mr. W. Wigley roach and dace; Messrs. J. Wigley, J. Cheatle, and T, Hill 
had roach and gudgeon from the Grand Junction. 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Considering the dry weather experienced of late, the members have been fortunate 
in capturing some very fair fish, On the 7th inst., O. Lloyd weighed-in roach ; H. 
Spenceley, roach and dace ; H. Mills, roach ; R. Spenceley, roach and dace; and W, 
Marsh, roach and chub. The 14th inst., 0. Lloyd had roach ; W. Reckhouse, roach ; 
and W. Marsh, perch and roach. Dagenham Lake, on the 28th inst., for five valuable 
prizes.— W. 8S. W, 

SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the outing on Thursday last at Kingston the competition resulted in a draw 
between Messrs. Maish and Delhaye. I desire to correct a mistake in my last week's 
report: for Mr. James, please read Mr, Sames. Only two members have weighed-in 
during the week ; Mr. Delhaye with carp and Mr. Stevens with roach from Brox- 
bourne, The outing on the 21st inst. will take place at Sawbridgworth, when several 
valuable prizes will be fished for. For Thursday next a competition will take place 
at Shiplake where a good company is expected to assemble and decide several valuable 
prizes, members to start by the train leaving Paddington at 6.30 a,m.—J, KIRWAN, 


sec, 
SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The last return visit on the above list took place on Tuesday last at the Welling- 
ton Angling Society, when a good muster of anglers and friends were present. 
Sixteen clubs answered to the call of the roll, namely :—Bermondsey Brothers, 
Second Surrey, Rodney, South London, Peckham Brothers, Wellington, United 
Brothers, Anglers’ Pride, Grange, Brunswick, Kenningtonians, Peckham Royal, 
Waggoners’, Ye Olde Blacke Friars, St. George’s, and City of London. The next visit 
will go the United Brothers, Deptford, held at the Druid’s Head, Broadway, Dept- 
ford, on Tuesday, August 30, when I hope to see all the clubs on the list repre- 
sented, as this society is one of the best visiting societies we have on the list.—J. 


CouRT, hon. sec, 
STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

I have the pleasure to hand you herewith the particulars of a very fine take of 
fish from Tring Reservoirs by Mr, A. F. Wrightson, a member of this society :—One 
perch, 1lb. 240z.; twenty-four roach, 22lb. 12302. Among these were three very 
beautiful fish, weighing respectively 1lb. 8}0z., 1lb, 12}0z., 1b. 12{0z. ; five tench 
weighing 151b. 120z., made up as follows: 2lb. 1}0z., 3lb. 1}0z., 3lb. 430z., 31b, 9}02., 
3lb, 1loz.—making the total weight of 391b. 1030z.—G. E. W. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above were out on the 14th inst., with the following 
result: Mr. C. Climpson, bream; F. Morse, roach; J. Payne, roach; Messrs. 
Curran, Watts, and Belton, roach, Other members were out ; but never turned up. 


—H, TYLER. 
UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members have done very well during the past week, in spite of the short supply 
of water ; several good takes of roach from the Coln, Arthur Murray, roach, largest 
fish, 141b. ; Kemp, 61b. of roach, largest, 1}1b. ; H. Payne, jack, 31b, There will bea 
special prize for roach and jack on the 21st inst.—H. P. 

SWALLOWS ANGLING CLUB, GLASGOW. 

This club held a competition on Loch Leven lately ; only two competitors put in 
an appearance, both of whom were, of course, “in the same boat.” This goes to 
prove that though one swallow does not make spring, two make an angling com- 


petition.—T. 8. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

We had a very nice show of fish on the 18th inst., brought in by Mr. F. Grigg 
from Tring. Four tench, 131b. 1loz., largest fish, 31b. 1302, ; roach, 12\b. 6oz., largest 
fish, 1lb. 13402 ; perch, 21b, 10z., largest fish, 1lb, 230z.; total weight, 281b. 2}02. 
Mr. Delhaye showed some roach and chub from Teddington, 41b. 3h0z., and a carp 
2lb, lloz. Mr. Hibble weighed in roach from Chelmsford, Members are reminded 
of the competition on the 2lst inst. at Amberley, Train from London Bridge at 
6.45, no member to leave before. A new member was proposed, and will be balloted 
for in the ordinary course.—MILLER’s THUMB, 


| Several CLuB REporTS are unavoidably held over till next week,—ED. ] 
TT 





THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in ** casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors,48 South Molton-street, W. 
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HOTELS 


FOR 


Thames Anglers, 


THE FRENCH KORN 
HOTEL, 


SONNING, 
NEAR READING. 


Sonning is one of the best Thames 
Angling Districts. 

This Hotel has been entirely re-built, 
and is thoroughly complete in every way. 
It makes up Tuirty BEpDs, and _ is 
pleasantly situated on the Banks of the 


Thames, 
W. HULL, Proprietor. 
ALSO 


THE ELEPHANT and 


CASTLE HOTEL, 
PANGBOURNE, 


is now under the same management as 
the above, and both afford the best accom- 
modation for 
FISHING, 
BOATING, 
and PRIVATE PARTIES. 
NO CHARGE FOR ATTENDANCE, 


W. HULL, Proprietor. 


THE BELL HOTEL 
ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


BELL HILL, HAMPTON, 


(NEXT THE CHURCH.) 
ROBERT FaiRcLouaH, Proprietor. 


This comfortable Hotel, whose “ old-fashioned 
appearance, neat without, and clean within,” 
attracted the attention of Dr. Johnson, situate in 
one of the most lovely spots on the banks of the 
Thames, directly opposite Molesey Hurst, com- 
mands a charming view of the country for miles 
round ; also a splendid view of an extensive reach 
of the River, on which, in the season, is to be seen 
a moving panorama that will challenge compari- 
son with anything of the kind on any part of the 
Thames, 

SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION FOR BOATING, 
FISHING, CYCLING, and PICNIC PARTIES. 


Ball Room, Coffee Room, Dining Rooms, and 
Billiard Room, 


Spirits, Wines, &c., are of the Finest Quality. 
Open and Closed Carriages for Hire by Day or 
Hour. Gond Stalls and Loose Roxes, 


SWAN HOTEL, 
STAIHES BRIDGE, 


Every Accommodation for Anglers, Boating and 
Pleasure Parties. One of the best Fishing Districts 
on the Thames. Boats, Punts, and Fishermen 
Provided. Boats Housed. Good Landing Stage, 
Stabling, &c. 


“ ONLY JONES,” Proprietor, 


THE ANCHOR INN, 


FRIDAY-STREET, 
Henley - on - Thames. 


Good Accommodation for Boating and 
Fishing Parties. Three Minutes from 
the Railway Station and Twenty Yards 
from the River, 

WINES, SPIRITS, and BEERS of the 
FINEST QUALITY, 


Cleanliness, Comfort, and Good Living at 
Moderate Charges, 


HENRY LARGE, Proprietor. 


“ROYAL HOTEL, 


HENLEY - ON - THAMES. 


This Hotel has been thoroughly re- 
furnished throughout, and many improye- 
ments have been made for the comfort of 
Visitors, Under entirely New Manage- 
ment, and with Moderate Charges. 


Medmenham., 
DOG AND BADGER INN, 


THREE MINUTES’ WALK FROMTHE RIVER, 

Good Accommodation for Boating and 
Fishing Parties, Fine Ales, Wines, and 
Spirits. Good Beds, 


: F, WRIGHT, Proprietor. 
Telegraph: Office; — GREENLANDS, HENLEY, 
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The Vastern Hotel, Reading. 


This Hotel is fitted with every convenience for 
the comfort of Gentlemen and Private Families, 
having large public rooms, sitting-rooms en suite, 
and nearly thirty bedrooms ; is within a minute’s 
walk of the Market Place, Post Office, and Railway, 
Stations, and close to the Town Hall and Museums 
The Hotel commands beautiful views of Thamed 
scenery in a district well known to the angler an 
boating man. Hot and Cold Baths. 

Specialities, Comfort and Economy. 
GEO. COLLINS, Proprietor. 


J. CLEWES, 


BEAR COFFEE 
HOUSE, 


(Opposite the Church) 


PANGBOURNE. 


FIRST-CLASS REFRESHMENTS AT MODERATE 
PRICE}, 


THE GEORGE 
FAMILY & COMMERCIAL 
HOTEL, 

HIGH STREET, WALLINGFORD, 
BERKS. 

WINES AND SPIRITS OF THE VERY 


BEST BRANDS. 


Two minutes’ walk from River and Rail- 
way. Hvery Accommodation for Fishing 
and Boating Parties. Billiards. 


GEORGE KEARSEY, Propriet:r. 


BARLEY-MOW INN, 
Clifton Hampden, Berks. 


(NEARLY 600 YeARS OLD.) 

The best Wines and Spirits, Draught 
and Bottled Ales and Stout, Cider, &c. 
Every Accommodation for Boating and 
Fishing Parties, 

R, B. REYNOLDS, Proprietor, 


KINGS ARMS HOTEL, 


Sandford-on-Thamas 


(33 miles from Oxford), 

















GOOD ACCOMMODATION FOR 
BOATING AND FISHING 
PARTIES. 

Luncheons, Fish Dinners, Teas, Xc, 
Billiards, Lawn Tennis, Private 


Fishery. 
F, G@, TAYLOR, Proprietor. 


RAILWAY HOTEL 


(FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL), 
OXFORD. 


Adjoining the L. and N.W. and G.W. Railway 
Stations, and four minutes’ walk from the Colleges 
and places of interest. 

Billiards Lock-up Coach Hous?s. Charges 
Moderate, Tiams from the Door to and from Folly 


Bridge. 
W. DOLLEY, Proprietor. 








MILLER, TUPP, & ROUSE, 


STEAM YACHT and LAUNCH 
BUILDERS and ENGINEERS, 
CREEK WORKS, LOWER MALL, 
HAMMERSMITH, LONDON, 
Steam Yachts and Launches always in pro- 
gress in Wood and Stee]. Inspection and Corre- 
spondence are invited. Steam Launches Hauled 
up, Housed, or Repaired during winter on moder- 
ate terms. New Illustrated Descriptive Price List 
of Steam Yachts, Launches, Machinery, and 
Accessories, with Sheet of Photographs, sent on 

receipt of One Shilling in Stamps, 


H. ROSE 
BOAT, PUNT, and 


CANOE BUILDER, 
RIVERSIDE, 


MAIDENHEAD, 


Boats to Let by the Day, Week, Month, 
or Season, Boats Housed, Repaired, 
Varnished, &, New and Second-hand 
Boats, Punts, and Canoes for Sale, 





GF. WINTER, 


THE NEW BOATHOUSE, 
ETON, WINDSOR. 


AND AT CAMBRIDGE. 


Telephone No, 44. 


ARTHUR EAST, 


BOAT BUILDER, 
Kennet’s Mouth, Reading. 


Boats of every Description built to 


Order and Let on Hire. Gentlemen’s 
Boats Warehoused with great care 


W. MOSS, 
BOAT and PUNT BUILDER 
FISHERMAN, 
CAVERSHAM BRIDGE 
(OXFORDSHIRE SIDQ). 
Repaired, Varnished, 





and 


Boats 


Built to Order. Good Camping Ground. 
Season. Fishlng Tackle Sold or Let on Hire. 
Orders by Post promptly attended to. 


Built Cane Fly Rods. 


THREE MEDALS AND DIPLOMAS, London, 
1883 (only time of Exhibiting), specially for Built 
Cane Rods, 

Extract from the Yors:shire Weekly Post, Feb. 5th, 
1887, by T. E. PRirvr, Esq. :—* So much has been 
sain in this column in disparagement of American- 
built cane rods, that I hasten with much pleasure 
to say that I was fishing a day or two ago with one 
of English make, built by Mr. T. L. Andrews, of 
High-street, Uppingham, which is simply perfect. 
This splendid little rod—it is lOft. 6in —combines 
great power with extreme lightness, and the result 
of my trial of it in actual practice pleased mesomuch 
that I have since written to Mr. Andrews ordering 
another of the same kind. It is apparent that 
in this class of rod our English makers are certaialy 
superior to their American cousins, Considering 
the skill required in selecting canes, and the care 
necessary in building them, the Uppingham rods 
are decidedly cheap, the 10ft. 6in. rod being only 
£2; one of extra quality being supplied at 
£2 123, 6d.5 and a 12ft. roi at very little more. 
Mr, Andrews deserves to be congratu ated on his 
excellent workmanship.” 

Rods made to above pattern and strength, a3 
recommended by Mr. PRiTT, 10ft. 6in., in three 
pieces, two tops, &c., price £2, With Solid Reel- 
fitting, 3s. ; Lock-Ferrules, 2s.; and Cork Handle, Is, 
extra. Less five per cent. for cash on delivery. 

By kind permission; roJs made to this pattern, 
strength, &c., in built cane only, will in future be 
known as “THE PRITT” ROD. 

New and Revised Price List on application. 


T L. ANDREWS, 
HIGH STREET, UPPINGHAM. 


THE YORKSHIRE - 
TIC & TOOTHACHE REMEDY. 


This cure for one of the worst and most aggra- 
vating of the “ills which flesh is heir to” is not 
dubious in its effects, but positive. 

Bgs~ Soldat 1s. 13d. and 2s. 9d. a box, by al 
respectable Chemists and Medicine Vendors in 
Great Britain and the Colonies, at which prices 
the Boxes will be forwarded post free by the Pro- 
prietor, RICHARD M. PRATT, Pharmaceutical 
Chemist, Manor-square, Otley. 














THE QUILL MINNOW. 





Sent out heavy or light leaded. Trout sizes, 1/6 each 
The finest artificial minnow in the world. - Kills 
equal to the natural bait for trout, sea-trout, and 
salmon. Made in three sizes. List sent free by 


W. J. CUMMINS, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham. 






Telegrams, EAST, Reading. 


and Housed. 
Canadian Canoes ani Boats of every description 
First- 
class Boats to Let by the Hour, Day, Week, or 





Ave. 20, 1887. 


Farrow @ Jackson 


Lunsheon Baskets 
for Anglers and 
Pic- Nic Parties 
Dram Flasks, 

















By Appointment to HM, the Queen -and 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. 


8, HAYMARKE?, S.w., 


AND 


16, Great Tower Street, E.C. 


BUSHMILLS 


PURE OLD 


MALT WHISKY 


FIRST PRIZE MEDAL, CORK, 1883, 


EXTRACT FROM JUDGES’. AWARD. 

“SECTION E.—MALT WHISKY.—The 
place of honour here was obtained by No, 
16 (Bushmills). I firmly believe the future 
of the best quality and most nutritious 
description of Irish Whisky lies here.” ~ 


AWARDED 


GOLD MEDAL, LIVERPOOL, 1886 


This Whisky is considered by the medical 
faculty to be superior to the finest French 
Brandy, and as such will be found an ex 
cellent substitute. 











May be had in Cases and Casks. 
FOR SAMPLES AND QUOTATIONS APPLY TO THE 


Bushmills Old Distillery Co. 


(LIMITED), 


OFFICES AND STORES: 
HILL STREET, BELFAST, 


Old Scotch  Whiskies 


FOR CASH. 


TOLLCROSS BLEND (Regd.) 


ONE QUALITY ONLY. - 
THE VERY BEST. 
15s. &18s. per gal.,or 32s. & 38s. perdoz. 
SPECIAL GLENLIVET, pure 1882, 20s. per gall. 
In Casks or Jars any size. 
Jarsand Casks returnable. Bottles and Cases Free 


DAVID PETER, 








| Scotch Whisky Dealer and Blender 


18, HOME-STREET, EDINBURGH 





JAYS’ WINGS. 


Two Gross for Sale. 
What offers? Will sell any guantity. 


HOWARTH, Fly-Tier, 
BURTON-ON-TRENT., ‘ 





PORTSONACHAN HOTEL, 


LOCH AWE. 


The proprietor of this well-known and favourite -hotel has had it enlarged this season, and it now 
contains spacious accommodation of every description. The hotel, besides being beautifully situated, 
occupies a central position on the lake, and many places of interest can be visited daily. All the 
steamers on the loch call at the hotel pier, and the. hotel steamer, ‘*Kilchurn Castle,” connects with 
the first three trains from the South, as with Oban trains (see Caledonian Railway Tourist Guide). ‘The 
fishing on Loch Awe and several hill lakes is free ; and first-class boats, with experienced boatmen, are 
retained for the use of visitors. Letters are received and despatched thrice daily from the post-office in 
the hotel. Hotel Tariff on application. Letters and telegrams punctually attended to. A couch leaves the 
hotel daily at 12.30 p.m. for Bealochmor-and the Falls of Blairgour, ‘ ' 

Postal Address — Portsonachan Hotel, Loch Awe, Portsonachan, Argyll- 


zB. i dress—Portsonachan, Loch Awe. 
ene Nt oer eee eae "THOMAS CAMERON, Proprietor. 


“FISHING GAZETTE” VOLUMES, 


Vols, IIT, IV., V., VI., and VII. (yearly vols.), handsomely bound in cloth, A 
few are still in print. Price 10s, 6d, each, 


Vols, VIII, IX., X., and XI. (half-yearly), price 6s. each. 
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GREAT EASTERN’ RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An Improved Service of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer, 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 








BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c. Fares: 3s., 1s, 9d., 1s, 6d. 


For full particulars see Bills, 


London, August, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS., 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


LrOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx’’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
is EN D A Ly, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
_. FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick ” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- 
i pred nia sizes 00 up to No. 3. 
one Genuine unless bearin rn i 
Sarcana rious name | Adlington & Hatchingon, | a engal 
MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTARLE TACKLE DEALERS, 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 
ESTABLISHED 1745. 


4th hes CO A Da ECB id 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.0. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








: TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d. 
y» Six Months » ” oe ” » spernvaved 5 4 
», Three Months ,, + - a - pe se a 2 8 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
188, Fleet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 2879. 


Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 1887. 








TWO MORE DAYS ON A FARM. 
By “THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


I HAVE just been staying for a day or two at a farmhouse, not 
80 far away from the metropolis as to prevent our seeing the 
lightning and hearing the distant roll of the thunderstorm which 
burst over London last week, whilst we ourselves were high and 
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dry, our meadows and our turnips hungering and thirsting for 
the rain which seemed to be falling all round, but which never 
came near vs. 

Our farm stands high, and looks down over the Thames valley ; 
the towers of Windsor forming a fine picture in the background. 
Not a drop of rain has visited this farm for many weeks, so there 
are no crops to speak of, and the harvest, such as it was, was soon 
gathered in. Nevertheless, in a picturesque sense, it is a charming 
place. 

If turnips and mangolds are few, rabbits and hares are abundant ; and when ! 
tell you that with thirty cartridges my young host killed twenty-eight rabbils 
one morning as they ran out of the wheat before the reaping machine (0 
better proof of their abundance could be given), and he may reasonab!, 
claim to be looked upon as a good shot. There is no fishing in this neighbour 
hood, so one day we went a-rabbiting; Venator with his gun, I with my walk 
ing stick, Joyce with a brace of ferrets and two terriers, Spot and Vick. Vick 
is not much larger than a rabbit, and can wriggle along way into a moderate 
sized burrow. 

Following the hedgerows, Spot soon marked a rabbit, and Vick gave tongue 
in the bush ; out came the rabbit, bang went the gun, and nuner one was 
bagged ; and so the game went on. At length a rabbit popped out and into 4 
hole too quickly for a shot. Now it was Bob, the ferret’s, turn—a dark, savage 
little brute, whom none but Joyce could venture to handle, and he only witha 
stout glove. 

I was becoming excited with the sport. My scruples about killing a rabbit 
were easily overcome by the exhibition all round of the damage they had 
wrought for the farmer. I vow I had not fired a gun for forty years ; Venator 
handed me his breechloader. Without a license, £ boldly seized the weapon. 
I felt that sort of trepidation which is said to rush over the nerves of an African 
hunter within range of a lion on his path as I breathlessly watched that little 
rabbit-hole. 

Joyce was sitting at a distance, a dog under each arm, and for fear of aceident 
Venator stood close behind me. For ten long minutes we all intently watched, 
Spot and Vick, with eager eyes and ears pointing forward, could scarcely be 
restrained. I was outwardly calm and firm as a rock, while inwardly I trembled 
like a leaf moved by the breeze ; I knew not what might happen. Suppose bj 
some strange twist I should shoot Joyce, or Venator, or the dogs, or myself ! 
I conjured up all manner of terrible things that might happen, or I thought of 
what had chanced to many a wild sportsman before me. I was just trying to 
consider how I should act if the rabbit should run between the legs of the 
mistress’s favourite old Alderney cow which was quietly browsing not far away, 
when all of a sudden out comes poor bunny, with a tremendous dash, mating 
straight for the cow. Inan instant, and just like: the bold lion hunter afore- 
said, my nerves became perfectly calm. I took a steady, deliberate aim : J fired, 
and, to my astonishment, bunny rolled over on the grass—dead as a doormat! 1 
felt like a murderer. 

This was triumph enough for one day ; no moreshooting for me. I returned 
the gun to Venator. To say nothing of my moral scruples, I dared not risk 
damaging the good impression I must have made on Joyce’s mind by this 
efficient display of sportsmanship. 

Then we had trouble in getting Bob, the ferret, out ; he would come to the 
mouth of the hole and sniff round, wondering what had become of the rabbit, 
and then rush back again. Joyce, who is full of expedients, and understands 
and delights in this sort of thing, threw the dead rabbit into the hole, and 
squealed just like a live one ; out comes Bob, seizes the rabbit ; Joyce seizes 
Bob, and bags him. 

Subsequently two rabbits took refuge in one hole ; Bob was put in after 
them. He managed to kill one, suck his blood, and then no doubt rolled himself 
up comfortably for a nap. Spade and pick-axe had to be fetched. It was a 
sight to see Joyce thrashing away with pick and spade, smashing the rocks, and 
tearing up the roots with his hands, throwing himself down at full length, and 
thrusting his arm into the hole ; he could touch fur, but could not get hold 
Up again, with spade and pick (the latter he broke in his desperate energy), 
till at last, after an hour’s almost superhuman toil, he drew forth, first, the dead 
rabbit, with the ferret hanging on by his teeth, and then, in another corner, he 
pulled out a live one quite uninjured. We gave him a chance for his life ; but 
it was a poor chance—Venator’s aim is too deadly. 

We finished up by running another bunny into his hole under a bush; the 
active Joyce was down at full length, and in a jiffy drew the rabbit out, at the 
same time disturbing the calm repose of a wasp’s nest just above the rabbit 
hole. Joyce gota “kick” in the arm ; but what cared he? He drew out the 
dagger like a hero, and thought nothing of it. 

Next week I will tell you about an evening party with hornets, at which Joyce's 
heroism shone forth still more brilliantly. 








SPORT IN SCOTLAND. 
SUTHERLAND ANGLING.—No. XLVIII. 
By W. MurpDocu. 

(Continued from page 71.) 

LOCH ASSYNT. 


LOCH ASSYNT is the largest expanse of fresh water in the West of 
Sutherland. It occupies the greater portion of the valley between 
Canisp and Quinag; and in general outline is pretty straight 
excepting a sweep of a mile and a half at its lower end. In many 
places it is very deep. Its length is fully eight miles, and its breadth 
varies from half a mile to quite a mile and a quarter. As an angling 
loch it has a good reputation ; and besides abundance of common 
trout it contains salmon, grilse, sea-trout, whitling and Salmo ferox 
or great lake trout. The months of June, July, August and September are 
acknowledged the best for sport. Elements strongly in favour of success when 
one is fly-fishing specially for trout are a moderately cloudy day, a soft warmth 
in the air, and a fair ripple on the water. The north side of the loch (aloug 
which the high road runs) is best for trouting. All the way from the lower end 
to the extreme upper end trout from 4lb. to 14lb. may be caught by fishing 
quite close inshore ; but in the bays below Loch Assynt Lodge (Mr. Samuel 
Whitbread M.P. tenant) andat the mouth of all the feeders, up to and beyond 
Ardvreck Castle, the sport to be had with good trout is excellent,—the bays about 
the castle, in particular, being noted for yielding. Briefly stated, the best places 
on this side are the Castle Bay (referred to—back and fore in the vicinity of the 
ruins); Doire-Seileach (Anglice, willow thicket or grove) ; and Tomore (Anglice, 
big side or strath) at Lodge—a capital trouty locality. The bay below Smith 
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the keeper's at the Lodge is prime, and in the neighbourhood of a sunken rock | tions emanating from the sewage which is turned into the river at Otley, and 


off Tomore the sport usually obtained (on favourable days) is first-rate. Onthe | the impurities from the paper mills below that place. A movement has recently 
south side the places reckoned best for trouting with fly are The Shepherd’s 


been set on foot by Ayscough Fawkes, Esq., of Farnley Hall, to restrain the 
Bay ; Tobeg (Anglice, little side or strath) ; and Garvear (Anglice, the shore | parties answerable for these pollutions from continuing the same. Francis 
along the rough hill)—up from Tobeg. 


Darwin, Esq., of Creskeld Hall, has also brought the matter under the notice of 
Loch Assynt is not an early loch, hence it is not until the middle of June that | the Yorkshire Fishery Board, so it is to be hoped that before long some action 
the bulk of its trout are in fair condition. When the weather is favourable | will be taken in the matter. 

large and small alike rise freely, and many of the larger and best-fed specimens | ~- That splendid trout stream, the Swale, has been poisoned recently at Rich- 
show superior gameness. Everything in the angler’s favour, the baskets obtained 


mond, and a large quantity of fish destroyed. There is not a river in Yorkshire 
usually range from 101b. to 16lb. or 18lb. Let it be said, however, that the sport | capable of better results than this picturesque stream, and there is not one that 
is as unequal as the quality of the fish. Three varieties of the fario are found— 


is so muchabused ; in fact, what with pollutions from lead mines, periodical 
each distinctly marked. The average weight, as stated by good old John Suther- | poisoning, and poaching in the upper reaches, it isa perfect marvel to me that 
land of Inchnadamph, whose word no one will doubt, is three to the pound. In | the fishing is as good as it is. P 
his best days John was an angler of unexcelled excellence ; and no one knows If one or two sentences were meted out to our Yorkshire fish poachers as was 
Loch Assynt better or is more qualified to speak concerning it. Ina note re- | a short time ago at the Derbyshire Assizes, when a couple of ruffians of this class 
ceived from him recently he says :—‘ I have taken trout from 2lb. to 4lb., with 


were each sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment for putting lime into a trout 
the fly. The average weight of those making up the season’s baskets is three to | stream belonging to Lord Scarsdale, the effect would be most salutary. His 
the pound. In the good places trout of 2b. weight are got in fair numbers 


lordship, in passing sentence, remarked “that if this system continued brooks 
some years. The south side of the loch, from the one end to the other, is best | and rivers now stocked with fish would become bare and barren, and of no use 
for Salmo ferow.” 


to anyone ; for this most serious offence they were liabl2 to seven years’ penal 
Mr. William MacKay, schoolmaster, Loch Inver (the most successful amateur | servitude, and they might depend upon it that if men as bad as themselves were 
angler in the district), has very obligingly forwarded the following description :— 


found to persist in this kind of operation that this sentence would undoubtedly 
“Loch Assynt occupies the middle ground of that pleasingly diversified valley be passed.” I wish that every presiding justice viewed the matter in the same 
which separates Canisp and Quinag—two conspicuous mountains in the grand 


serious light, as far too often a paltry fine is inflicted, which is at once paid, and 
ampitheatre of West of Sutherland alpine scenery. It is well known to lovers 


the next day the offenders are at the same game once more. 
of the angle on account of its varied sport ; while its charming and magnificent The Yorkshire Fishery Board have at present a couple of serious questions to 
scenery, a truly wonderful combination, is lacking in nothing save forest trees 


deal with, the one being the alteration in the close time for trout, and the other 
or belis of dark mountain pine to render it ideal in every respect. The fishing 



















the imposition of a 1s. tax upon fishing rods. With respect to the former ques- 
is between the hotel keepers at Loch Inver and Inchnadamph for the recreation | tion, I consider that April 1st is quite soon enough to commence trout-fishing 
of their visitors—the former having one boat at the lower, the latter several at 

the upper end of the loch. The flies most deadly for common trout are Zulu, 
Claret and Mallard, Hecham Pecham (the real—hare lug body, red hackle, and 
white tip wing), Heather Moth, Green Mantle, and a Magenta body, ditto Hackle, 
and Mallard wing ;—sizes (Wm. Bartleet and Son's scale of Limericks) from No. 
7 to 13, according to the nature of the light, the time of the year, the fulness of 
the loch, and the extent of the swell or wave. A bright fly—brighter than any 
of those named—is sometimes used with marked success, and that too on very 
dull days, which is somewhatsingular. All the really requisite patterns are how- 
ever included in the above list. 

‘Tn Loch Assynt, in addition to the ordinary trout-fishing, angling for salmon, 
grilse, sea-trout, and whitling, as well as trolling for ferox, can be vigorously 
pushed. From Ardvreck Castle up to the head of the loch, always quite near 
the shore, salmon, grilse, and sea-trout are almost daily got on good days during 
the months of June, July, and August. The salmon and grilse are the same 
average weight as the Inver fish—viz. : salmon, 8 to 12lb. ; grilse, 5 to 7lb. The 
smallest of the whitling would weigh about }lb.; the largest of the sea -trout 
about 34lb. Old rods, well acquainted with all the choice spots, often do good 
work about the head of the loch. Ona breezy day the angler, if fishing from 
the boat specially for salmon, may rely on getting a fish or two about or oppo- 
site the mouth of the Loanan, or the Traligill. At the mouth of the Calda and 
Skiag burns are noted casts for large trout. The patterns of salmon, grilse, and 
sea-trout flies found to answer best are pretty much the same as those for the 
Inver: the very best are Black Doctor, Blue Doctor, J ock Scott, Bruce, 
Poinder, Butcher, Childers, Popham, Northern Wasp, Lord Saltoun, and Claret 
and Mallard. 

“ Splendid specimens of the Salmo ferox are obtained from Loch Assynt. The 
south side has by far the best trolling ground. There, in the famed “ Canisp 
depths,” grand fish from 4 to 14lb. are—though not always readily—to be met 
with. The deadliest lures employed are the natural baits (bright troutlings), 
andthe Blue and the Brown Phantoms made by Brown, 36, George-street, 
Aberdeen. 

“och Assynt should certainly be seen by those who not having seen it already 
can afford to see it. Its scenery is magnificent.. Behind the hotel at Inchna- 
damph a ride of blue limestone rises abruptly to a height of 300ft., and its 
mural surface has been worn away in many places in such a manner as to pre- 
sent the appearance of the windows, tracery, and fretwork of an ancient cathe- 
dral. Alpine plants and hardy creepers ornament with their graceful drapery 
every crevice and opening of these lofty rocks, and altogether present a scene of 
most picturesque and fantastic beauty. In the reign of David II. the chief of 
the Macleods, 

‘Brave Torquil, from Dunvegan high, 
Lord of the misty hills of Skye,’ 


had a Royal grant of Assynt ; and Ardvreck Castle, now in ruins, was the family 
residence, In 1660 the property of Assynt passed from the Macleods to the 
Mackenzies, of Seaforth ; and the ruins of the Mackenzies’ house (Calda House) 
is on a peninsula, only a stonethrow from the castle of the Macleod. 

“Within the burying grounds of Inchnadamph are the remains of an ancient 
Popish chapel. These, and the grey ruins on the side of the loch ; the tussocky 
knowes and shaded spots ; the mountain ash and birchen slopes ; the burnies 
purling among the ferny knolls ; the memories and weird legends of the place ; 
and last, but not least, the ghosts of kilted heroes of a byegone time trooping 
along in the pale moonlight : these all—together with the happy combinations 
of good sport, good fare, and good air, and ample opportunity for the study of 
nature in “her wilder and more savage moods ”—impart to Loch Assynt an 
interest and a charm quite unique in the Northern Highlands. 

‘From the loch, Loch Inver Hotel is six miles distant—Inchnadamph Hotel, 
only a few hundred yards. Route :—By rail to Lairg, thence by Royal Mail 
car (daily) ; or by steamer from Glasgow to Loch Inver, thence by mail car or 
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NORTHERN NOTES. 
By Francis M. WALBRAN. 


“Do you ever remember such a trout season?” is the question that is being 
daily asked upon all hands among North-country anglers ; and the reply is in- 
variably the same in all cases, ‘No ; I never did!” And little wonder, for there 
has only been a single fresh down the Wharfe since the season commenced, and 
both that river and the Yore have been so exceedingly low that in the upper 
reaches there is absolutely no water to fish in; the fish have all settled down 
into the deep pools and dubs, and, except for an hour or so before dark, it is 
perfectly useless to throw a line upon the water. 

As the Yore is perfectly free from pollution of every kind, the trout and 
grayling have not suffered materially from the low state of the river ; but I 
regret to say that on the lower portion of the Wharfe below Otley such is 
not the case, and the fish have been dying in numbers of eight or ten a day. 


The direct cause of this unfortunate state-of affairs is beyond doubt the pollu- 





upon our Northern streams ; the fish, even ina forward season, never get into 
condition, either for sport or table purposes, before this time, and it isa shame 
to kill them, At the same time, the present limit of the season might be with 
advantage extended for a fortnight at least. 
this point by an incident that occurred last October, about a fortnight after the 
trout season had expired. 
water for grayling, and had as a companion James Blades, than whom it would 
be difficult to find a better all-round angler in the valley of the Yore. 
fishing about twenty yards above me, Blades hooked a heavy fish, which, after 
about twenty minutes’ splendid play, proved to bea grandriver-trout, measuring 
183in. in length and 1lin. in girth. The fish was in capital condition ; but 
Blades, thorough sportsman that he is, returned him to the river without a word 
of regret. I may add that about a couple of hours previously he did the same 
with another trout, that would weigh at least 131b. 


I was convinced more fully upon 
I was fishing upon the Hawes Angling Association’s 


While 


Now had the trout season been extended to the middle or end of October, 


the angler could have retained these fish, which were both in excellent con- 
dition. 


With respect to the 1s. rod tax, I feel quite sure that no angler who is 


worthy of the name will grudge so slight an imposition when he learns that 
the entire proceeds of this tax is to be used by the board in the interests 
of the trout-fisher. They hope to be able to distribute five extra water- 
bailiffs over the Yorkshire district, and they will no doubt soon put an end — 
to a great many abuses that at present exist. 


Besides, the board really have no alternative in the matter, for as the law 


stands at present a net is a lawful instrument for anyone to use who pays the 
tax, and a rod is not. 
2s. 6d., so surely a Yorkshire angler who loves the sport. for itself will not 
grumble to pay 1s. annually. The pot-hunter and unfair angler will no doubt 
have very decided objections, for in the movement they will see the beginning 
of the end of their unsportsmanlike practices. 


On the Eden and in the Derbyshire district the tax is 


I observe that once again have the rival exponents of wet and dry-fly 


fishing commenced to hurl challenges against each other. Once again I say. 
that in their proper place, under certain conditions, each system holds good. 
If I am fishing upon one of our Yorkshire trout and grayling streams, and 
find the fish feeding in the rough water, or upon a dull, cloudy day, witha good 
breeze upon the flats, I employ the “ chuck-and-chance-it” system, as our Southern 
friends term it ; but if the day is bright, and the fish rising steadily upon water as 
still as the surface of a looking-glass, then I mount one of Geo. Holland’s floating 
gems at the end of a three-yard gossamer cast, and, wading carefully up stream, 


cover the rising fish. It would be just as reasonable to argue that floating fly is 
more deadly than minnow-fishing, or up-stream worm than wet fly; the fact, isif a 
man intends to become fucile princeps in the capture of trout and grayling, he 
must have no crotchets, but adapt himself to circumstances, employing as a 
lure whatever the fish are feeding on. Very soon now the month of 
September will be here, and I hope that before then the welcome rain 
will descend, and the rivers get into.good order. September is a very favourite 


‘month of mine ; it is so delightful to spend aday upon the river, taking first a 


trout and then a grayling with the fly. The air is cooler than during July and 
August ; and who can deny the beauty of the foliage reddening under the 
influence of the early evening frosts? Then, again, if sport is not good yon can 
turn your attention to nutting in the hazel. copse yonder, or gather a dish of 


mushrooms in the pasture beyond the wood. These are some of my reasons for 


loving September ; that love dates from the time of my boyhood, and no doubt 
now will remain true to the end of the chapter. 
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OLD SOL’S JACK-FISHING. 


I AM quite prepared to admit that, as an occasional luxury and 
adjunct to one’s breakfast (although perhaps a plebeian one), a 
Yarmouth bloater is a very desirable and tasty morsel ; but when- 
on inquiring as to the particular allurement which captured an 
unusually large stuffed specimen of a jack which I was inspecting, 
and was in the most matter-of-fact-way informed that a Yarmouth 
bloater was the bait used, I will honestly confess I was staggered. 

I think I have heard the usual compliment of strictly truthful narratives 
which are inseparable from, and form a big item of, the gentle craft ; but to be 
informed by a man that he angles with bloaters, such a statement requires an 
explanation, and I determined to obtain one. Some years ago I was staying at 
Cc , a small village near the Mumbles in South Wales. Owing to the annual 
regatta just about to come off, the only inn in the place was full. The sight of 
myself and angling paraphernalia as I marched through the main street in search 





of lodgings so excited the compassion of a worthy (whom Lafterwards found to 


be the village cobbler) that he offered to accommodate me with a bed for the 


short time I was to stay. 
time what sympathetic company I had fallen in with. 


My host, who was nicknamed “ Old Sol.,” was a tall, gawky-looking individual, 
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This offer I gladly accepted, little thinking at the- 














Ava. 27, 1887. 


with the most good-humoured, smiling, impudent-looking face it has ever been my 
lot to see. He was about fifty years old, and I subsequently discovered was 
reputed the best fisherman in the district. (I afterwards proved this rumour to 
be correct.) 

The first thing which attracted my notice on entering was a case upon the 
wall containing a monster stuffed jack, which old Sol. informed me weighed 
exactly 26lb., and on closer inspection I found was labelled “The General.” 
On inquiring what bait he captured it with, he gravely replied, as though it was 
a most common precedent, “ A Yarmouth bloater.” Seeing the incredulous and 
astonished stare with which I received this announcement, he promised me a 
full explanatory account after tea, and as Mrs. Sol. just at that moment 
announced tea as ready, I was obliged to content myself and curb my impatience 
until then. I learnt during tea that my host had formerly rented from the 
parson, at eight pounds per annum, the right of fishing and letting about a mile 
of trout stream running through some meadows, of which the parson was free- 
holder, but which had now lapsed, and that at present he was in a state of in- 
solvency owing to the slow progress of a lawsuit between himself and a neigh- 
bouring small farmer under the following peculiar circumstances. 

Tt appears old Sol. possessed a fishing-punt which was secured by a hayband 
attached to a stake driven into the bank. It further appeared the farmer 
possessed a cow, and that the cow, taking advantage of the punt to get closer to 
the water, stepped into it, and after drinking its fill, had coolly eaten the hay- 
band, with the result that both punt and cow had been swept down-stream and 
never more seen or heard of again. It now became a matter of argument as to 
whether the punt had run away with the cow or the cow absconded with the punt, 
hence the relative actions. At one time it was about level betting as to the cow’s 
character becoming completely exonerated, at other times the odds were in favour 
of the old punt. Just at present their respective lawyers were giving it a rest, 
owing to the absence of the “sinews of war,” and everybody most cordially 
agreed it was an extremely difficult problem to solve. 

During the short time I stayed I heard from a near neighbour of old Sol.’s the 
following incident, which, I think, will describe the sort of man old Sol. was. It 
was the custom for Sol. every quarter-day to remit to the parson two pounds, 
the quarter’s rent for his fishing rights. The parson was a particularly obnoxious 
and mean individual, and if the amount was in arrears a few days usually sent 
and worried old Sol. till he paid. One day old Sol., in his little parlour, and 
deep in the enjoyment of a huge beefsteak pie, was surprised to see, without any 
knocking or notice of any description, the parson enter. The parson, without so 
much as a “Good morning!” or the slightest preliminary, demanded his rent. Old 
Sol., with stolid, preoccupied air, steadily went on masticating, and took not 
the slightest notice of his visitor. The parson again made his request. Old 
Sol.’s face still preserved the same imperturbable demeanour, as though totally 
unaware of his presence ; in fact, to all the parson’s further angry requests old 
Sol. was apparently deaf, dumb, blind, and apparently unconscious as to the 
fact of his being in the room. At last the parson got tired of asking, and went 
away mad. ‘The next day old Sol. heard that a grand dinner party was coming 
off at the Vicarage, so putting the rent in his pocket, he duly arrived at the front 
gate of the parson’s house at five in the afternoon. Here he lurked till he 
heard the dinner-bell. T'en minutes afterwards he boldly knocked at the front 
door. It was opened. “Is the parson in, my dear?” “Yes, Mr. Sol., he’s in ; 
but youcan’tsee him now for they’re at dinner.” “ Well, never mind, show me 
to the dining-room,” said old Sol. The servant, laughingly, refused. Just at 
this moment a confused hum of voices froma door leading into the hall informed 
Sol. of his victim’s whereabouts. Quickly passing the girl, he opened the 
dining-room door and stalked in and straight up to the parson, and, offering the 
rent, vociferated in a gruff, deep voice, “ Here you are.” The parson at that 
moment was smiling and chatting to a fair neighbour upon his right. He had 
finished his soup, and was just removing his napkin preparatory to fish, and was 
in that peculiarly delightful frame of mind which good company, a good dinner, 
and a good appetite naturally engenders. Madame, at the other end, was in an 
equally joyous and pleasing condition, the guests were all animation and sparkle, 
but at the entrance of such an apparition everybody seemed paralysed. It so 
stupefied, and, I believe, actually frightened; the parson that it was some 
moments before he could recover action. A dead silence prevailed, and old Sol. 
was an object on which every eye was focussed. He bore this all with a well- 
assumed air of phlegmatic indifference, and stood awaiting a receipt. At last 
rage came to the parson’s rescue, and getting up he roughly seized the cause of 
his disquietude, and dragged him into the passage, and in a terrible voice 
demanded, “ How dare you enter my dining-room without knocking ?” “ What 
the do you mean by entering my dining-room without knocking ?” said old 
Sol. The vicar didn’t feel quite safe till he had personally escorted the old man 
from the house, and ever after old Sol. was an individual whom he took par- 
ticular notice never to interview. 

Having finished tea, I reminded my host of his previous promise, and as an 
incentive to his garrulity, proposed whisky. He most cordially assented. We were 
soon comfortably fixed, and with his liquor before him and an almost stemless 
coal-black, vile-looking little clay pipe, out of which he puffed incessantly, he 
favoured me with the following particulars :—“TI first saw that fish in the pool 
above the mill, and although I tried to catch him for over two years on and off, 
I could never get him to look at a bait. I must have spun under his very nose 
hundreds of times, but he never stirred ; but the worst of it was, you could see 
him morning and evening chasing the small fish, and making things warm 
generally for any luckless little fry who happened to be in his neighbourhood 
when he was hungry. But directly I splashed a tit-bit near him down he went to 
the bottom and never stirred again. I got so aggravated and disappointed at 
last that I almost made up my mind not to try again. I nicknamed him the 
‘Old General,’ as he was so crafty and cunning, and it became a matter of 
argument between the missus and myself whether I should ever be able to out- 
wit him. I was determined to have him if possible. Well, we had a very dry 
summer, and the pool, owing to the lowness of the water, was entirely cut off 
from the main stream both above and below, and I thought after about three 
weeks of this he must have pretty nearly used up his stock of ready grub, and as 
no more could come in that the cupboard must be getting empty, and he must 





_ likewise be getting pretty hungry, and likely to take anything at all eatable. I 


felt sure if I could only offer him a bait now without being seen he would take 
it. One night in bed an idea came tome. Next morning I got about 60 yards 
of good stout water cord, and run it on the reel. I hadn’t a bait in the place, 
and couldn’t get one ; but the missus the night before had bought a bloater for 
her breakfast. I threaded a good strong double-gorge hook through the bloater, 
and took my little nephew, Benny, to help me. When we got to the pool Isent 
Benny round on his hands and knees to drop the bloater in the pool from the 
other side, and laid down in the grass, line in hand, to pull itover. Well, Benny, 
like a good boy, dropped it in without showing himself, and I had just about 
pulled it to the middle of the pool when I felt something snatch it violently 
and make off. I let it go without a check, waited some minutes, then struck, 
and Ihad him. He blew that bloater up the line like a rocket, and fought and 
struggled like a dozen devils, and it seemed at first as though, instead of my 
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tiring him, that he would me. I sent Benny for the gaff, and at last got him out, 
and, what's more, saved the bloater, and as the missus seemed to have set her 
mind on fish for breakfast, I toasted it, and, with a cup of tea, took it to her in 
bed, as she was poorly, and it was some time after before she knew [had borrowed. 
it for the purpose I did.” JOHNNY CuHar. -. 








NOTES. 


THose of our readers who seek sport on the Upper Thames during this hot, 
bright weather will be well advised to confine their efforts to gudgeon and chub- 
fishing. No matter how bright and low the water, or how hot the sun, these 
two fish are nearly always to be caught. Those who are ambitious of catching 
jack, perch, and roach during sultry August must get up very early in the 
morning. Jack often feed well in the hot months between the hours of 4 and 
7am. Cheese is as good a bait as any for float-fishing for chub just at present, 
while for casting there is nothing to equal a very small frog, which, during the 
next three or four weeks, will be about the right size to cast with a fly-rod. 
Chub will take good-sized frogs ; but these large baits have to be cast under- 
hand with a light spinning rod. 
a ae 





ae at a 

A Paris correspondent of a “daily” writes that “there are still primitive 
and unsophisticated persons who allow themselves to be hooked with the stupid 
complacency of dull-witted carps by the ‘knights and dames of industry,’ who 
offer to arrange marriages,” &c., &c. This correspondent’s lines must have 
fallen in pleasant places. Where, oh where, are these stupidly complacent, dull- 
witted carp to be met with ? 

® % e 2 % 

Talking of carp, it is advisable when legering to stain the gut as near the 
colour of the bottom as possible. A piece of new, unstained gut is by no means 
an unnoticeable object lying at the bottom of a lake, though it is, of course, far 
less visible there than hanging from a float. Successful carp-fishing is made up 
of details. Half the battle is to keep out of sight of the fish, and cast the bait 
in so lightly that it makes little or no splash. Another important point is to 
ground-bait with the same sort of stuff (but of inferior quality) as is used for 
the hook-bait. Few anglers will deny carp and many other fish a certain amount 
of sense, for they (the carp) exhibit an amount of wariness which cannot be 
altogether attributed to instinct. Now, put yourself in a carp’s place. He has, 
we will say, found in a certain corner of the pond or lake every night or 
morning for several ‘days a liberal allowance of meal, bran, and sopped bread. 
On this, after much consideration, he feeds. On perhaps the third morning he 
finds only a very little of the ground-bait, and either hanging just over it (a very 
bad plan), or else lying among it, a rather hard, little, round, white lump. This 
is altogether different from what he has hitherto seen, and is it to be wondered at 
if his suspicions are aroused and he refuses to take it? Where paste is used as 
the hook bait, it seems only common sense that a few pellets of paste should be 
thrown in with the bread and bran ground-bait, both at the time of fishing and 
at previous baitings. These remarks on ground-baiting with the bait: as used 
on the hook apply to many fish besides carp. 

% a * a at 

A very important branch of the science of angling is a knowledge of the baits 
best suited to different fish at different seasons and in different rivers. The 
“all-round” angler who loves to visit strange waters has, indeed, a great deal 
to learn before he can be even fairly successful wherever he goes. A good 
fly-fisher who has mastered both dry and wet-fly fishing can hold his own on 
almost any trout stream; but the bottom-fisher has never done learning. 

ae ae 


If a Thames angler were to fish Shakespeare’s Avon he would very 
likely try gentles. ‘The result would be fingerlings, and he might go away 
with the idea that there were very few roach of any size in that classic river. 
As a matter of fact, roach run very large there, only they will not feed on 
gentles—at least, that is our experience. The large roach take wheat and paste, 
the former for preference. 

* * * 7 * 

The dugong, or sea cow, is not an unfamiliar animal to Englishmen, several : 
having been exhibited in aquariums. Not a few have been taken round the 
country, and shown to gazing yokels, who thought they were gazing upon real 
live mermaids, In an Australian paper we read recently that a Mr. J. L. Ching 
(presumably a Chinaman) has resumed his old occupation of dugong-fishing at 
Wide Bay, on the Queensland coast. It seems that a valuable oil is to be 
obtained from these queer animals. This same Chinaman has his eyes on the 
sharks, and intends to make a raid on them. Shark oil is a valuable lubricant 
for machinery, and the Chinese have a weakness for a dish of shark fins. _ Shark 
skin is also very useful for portmanteaus and bags. Mr. Ching has received an 
order to supply a live dugong every month to a Brisbane showman. ‘The 
dugong on show has evidently a deadly rather than a lively time of it in 
Australia. : 

* ae * - * * ; 

There is an interesting collection of poisonous fishin the exhibition recently 
opened at Havre. The specimens include fish which are poisonous when eaten, 
and those which are merely venomous. 

* * * * a 

Mr. James Cullum, of the Seven Stars Angling Society, Norwich, while fish- 
ing in the Ouse at Brandon hooked a sea-trout on light roach tackle, and killed 
it after fine sport. It is not often a roach angler gets such a prize as this. 

* a at 


Mr. Jones, of the Swan Hotel, Staines, writes: “I thank you for your 
notice of my fishing-gauge ; but must kindly ask you to correct an error that 
has been noticed by many—viz., the length of jack being stated to be 17in. 
instead of 18in.” 

* * * * * 

Prior to 1877 there were no eels in the Danube. In that year, at the sugges- 
tion of the Deutsche Fischerei Zeitung, the Deutsche Fischerei-Verein put ina 
quantity of elvers in the Bavarian portion of the river, and now several female 
eels of about 2lb. weight have been caught at Budapest, and 90 or 100 miles 
below it, probably captured on their way to spawn. It appears from this that 
the eel has become naturalised in the Danube. 

* * * oe * 

A SuGGESTION TO ANGLERS.—The fishing seemed better this year than ever. 
I have thought many times, if I were running a camp of this kind, I would allow 
no one to fish who did not take a small can in the boat and keep the 
fish alive if possible, and put them in a larger one I should have near the land- 
ing at night. This could be drawn upon for food and emptied when too full, 
and a useless waste of fish prevented. I saw a party bring in 289 dead trout 
one day which were not needed for food, and I am sure the boys would have - 
been full as willing to have brought them in alive as dead. In my last three 
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days of fishing I brought only five trout to camp, returning to the water all 
others caught, while the party I mentioned brought in 571 in the same time, all 
dead. Such a reckless waste as this could easily be prevented ; but no one seems 
to care. In some such way only can sport for future years be assured, whereas 
I predict that under present arrangements one of the best fishing resorts in 
Maine will, in five years, have become one of the poorest.—From Forest and 


Streanv. 
& * * * a 


A correspondent says : “‘ The water belonging to the Matlock Bath Angling 
Association is really a boon to men who are content with, say, }lb. grayling and 
trout, with occasionally bigger fish. For a guinea a year they get miles of it in 
delightful scenery. For myself, I am enjoying myself greatly at Cromford, 
stopping at the Greyhound, where the good people (Mr. and Mrs. Matthew 
Hill) are making us very comfortable. Fishing parts of days, I have made 
baskets of three brace, four brace, seven brace and a half, four brace, and five 
brace, mostly grayling, of a little over the glb. type. This morning, between 
eleven and one, they were taking a small Yellow Dun, and in that time I got 
three and a half brace, including grayling of 11b, 2oz. and lb. The Lathkill is 
in an awful condition—a length chiefly of stagnant water-holes. I had to do 
all I knew and could to get four and a half brace in a day’s downright hard 
work in a blazing sun.” 

% 2 % 2 
‘The anglers of Belgium have hitherto been without a journal devoted to their 
interests, This deficiency will be removed by the appearance of a new weekly 
at Brussels, called L’Union des Pécheurs. The prospectus states that the sole 
aim of the paper will be to give energetic and unceasing attention to all ques- 
tions affecting anglers and angling in Belgium. It will entirely eschew 
politics. It hopes “to convince the majority of our citizens, to have courage 
to brave the criticism of some, and to have the benevolent indulgence of all.” 

& a s : 3 

Anglers staying at Rhiconich Hotel, by Lairg, seem to be having a good 
time, judging from the Report this week. 


SET EO ES 


—— 





A COMBINATION FLASK. 


A very useful little article in the way of combined flask and spirit lamp is 
Eaton’s Patent Flask. The subjoined illustrations clearly show the construction 
of the flasks. The shell is oval, with a taper top closed by a brass cap and 
leather washer. Below the real bottom of the flask is a chamber formed by 
the continuation of the sides, and a fixed bottom, in which is placed a spirit 
lamp, with a wick on one side, which can be put in and taken out through a 
hole in the side, and closed by a vertically sliding-door working in guides, and 
so arranged that it cannot be lifted above a certain height, a convenient arrange- 
ment which prevents the part getting lost. The real bottom is made corrugated, 
and sloping upwards from the wick to the opposite side, where it com- 
municates with an internal tube or flue, passing completely through 
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the flask, 
full advantage is taken to transmit the heat to the liquid. A flask which holds 
one pint anda quarter will boil in 10 or 15 minutes, even when held in the 


and out at a point higher up on the opposite side, so the 


hand in the open air. This invention supplies a long-felt want, and should be 
of great service to many, such as travellers, tourists, cyclists, sportsmen, railway 
guards and brakesmen, policemen, mechanics, nurses, miners, night watchmen, 
householders, &c. ; for doctors and early risers it is most useful. By its means 
any beverage can be safely carried in the bag or creel, and heated in a very few 
minutes when required. The prices at which these flasks are being sold is very 
moderate, and within reach of all. We learn that these flasks are also being 
made to the regulation army pattern—viz., convex, with concave sides and flat 
top and bottom. - 





MR. PRITT'S LAST. 


Two anglers—one of them, I regret to say, a friend of mine—were recently 
returning from a fishless expedition on a West-country river. Passing a barn 
close by the stream, they spied two newly-killed ducks hanging. The contempla- 
tive one of the duet contemplated for a moment, and then said he thought they 
could ‘‘land” those ducks if his fellow-conspirator would go to the farm close 
by for two pints of milk, and bring the farmer back with him. Done ; and 
when my friend returned with the farmer the first thing that struck his con- 
spiring eye was a collection of maggots on the floor of the barn, immediately 
under the ducks, and with every appearance of having just dropped therefrom. 
‘What a pity,” said the arch-conspirator to the farmer, “to see two fine ducks 
like these get into such a dreadful state ;” and as he said it he stroked them gently 
down, and dropped another half-gill of maggots which he had concealed in 
the palm of his hand. “Eh! dear,” said the owner of the ducks, opening his 
eyes to their widest stretch. “Why, bless me! they were only killed late last 
night, and what a state they are in!” The contemplative angler opined they 
were not fit to eat ; the farmer agreed with him; the fisherman offered him a 
shilling for them, “for the feathers for flies,” and at that figure they traded. 
In due time both the birds and the anglers were stuffed with sage and onion, 
and I have the words of both reprobates that the birds were fresh and delicious. 
Unluckily for their peace of mind, however, during the repast one of them 
thoughtlessly quoted from our father Izaak— This dish of meat is too good 
for any but anglers, or—or—(it was obliged to come)—or very honest men.” 
Then remorse, gaunt and grim, followed in the trail of villainy, and, conscience- 
stricken, they sent the farmer that night a postal order for 5s. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed “ Hditor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Visitine List (SOUTHERN DISTRICT). 

Brother anglers, I have the pleasure to announce that the next visit on this list is 
to the Brunswick Piscatorial Society, held at the King John’s Head, Southwark- 
street, Blackfriars-road, S.H., on Friday, September 9th. The philo-musical abilities 
of the Brunswickers are well known, and require no comment, except that itshould 
secure to them a most successful visit.—JoHNn SmirH (V.O.) 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 12s. 
collected at smoking concerts of the Wellington Angling Society, and 5s. 6d. received 
in their club-room on the visit of the South London United.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2Ist, Mr. Baynes, roach and dace ; Mr. F, Harding, bream and roach ; and 
Mr. Newson, dace. A prize will be fished for on the 28th inst, go where you please, 
heaviest take of fish to win. Members must sign the book on Saturday night. The 
roaming match on Sept. 11th will be from Burnt Mill to Harlow-road Bridge for 
seven prizes.—J. WORLEDGE, 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was a strong muster of the members of this society on Tuesday week at 
their club-house, it being a special meeting to consider the alteration of the meeting 
nights, and to fix the dates to fish for a large oil painting, painted by Mr. J. Hall, 
one of the members of the society, representing Eel Pie Island and the deeps at 
Twickenham. The minutes of the previous meeting having been confirmed, and the 
correspondence read, the question of altering the meeting nights to Thursday was 
discussed, and it being the unanimous opinion of all present that that would be a 
more convenient night, it was ultimately adopted. Angling clubs will please notify 
this alteration of the meeting nights, The next question was to fix the dates for 
the above competition, when August 28 and 29 was agreed to, and that all could fish 
in any public water from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. with one rod, only all sizeable fish to 
weigh, the heaviest weight caught on either of the above days to take the prize ; all 
competitors to send in their names to the secretary on or before the next meeting 
night, Thursday, the 25th inst., stating which day they will fish ; entrance fees 
2s. 6d, each, one rod only to be used. The prize committee will also make arrange- 
ments for a second and third prize. Mr. W. Eydmann weighed-in one bream, 
2lb. 740z., and one barbel, 4b. 13}0z., caught at Shepperton while fishing with Robin 
Rosewell, jun, ; he also took others, which, being smaller, he threw in again. Mr. 
Geo. Hall has weighed-in some fine roach, weighing altogether 261b. 1loz., nearly all 
going over Sin.,caught at Twickenham. Mr. Williams weighed-in 351b. of roach, all 
good size fish, caught at “wickenham.—W. H. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The next return visit of the clubs on the South-Hastern list of the Anglers’ 
Association will be paid to the Brunswick at the King John’s Head, Southwark - 
street, Blackfriars-road, on Friday evening, September 9th. On Friday, the 12th 
inst., Mr. Geo. Bryan was elected chairman, and Mr. G. Salisbury, vice-chairman for 
the ensuing month. A new member, Mr. Gustave Lardeur, was elected, and 
the candidature of several others stand over. Mr. S. Wertheim was elected as a 
trustee, and also as a delegate to the Anglers’ Association. Wor the competition to 
be held at Maidenhead on August 28th, the following gentlemen offered prizes :— 
Mr. Pocock, Mr. 8. Werthiem, Mr. H. Bryan,Mr. H. Callingford, Mr, S. Bryan, and 
Mr. J. Deplidge, the taker of gross weight to have his choice. On the 14th inst , our 
show of fish was as follows :—S. Wertheim, bream and dace, 3lb. 440z.; S. Bryan, 
one barbel, 1lb. 150z.; and H. Cullingford, a bream, 11b. 1402. Mr. Robbins had 
a tench from the Mole, at Esher, 141b., which, however, was not weighed-in, Mr. 
Hill, of the Wellington, and a friend kindly paid usa visit on Friday last, the former _ 
gentleman very generously offering a prize of one guinea to the taker of the largest 
fish of any species on September Ist, the weight of same to exceed that of his own 
catches. Several of our members enjoyeda very pleasant evening at the Wellington 
S.L.U. visit on Tuesday last.—J. DEPLIDG#, hon. sec. 


On Friday last we had little business to transact. The weigh in on the 21st inst. 
was a very good one: Mr. H. Bryan, 32lb. bream; Mr. S. Bryan, 14}1b, bream and 
roach; and Mr. H. Cullingford, 64lb. bream and roach, the whole of these being 
taken in the Yarmouth neighbourhood. Mr. W. Robbins had five bream, and Mr. J. 
Deplidge two bream, from the Esher and Claremont Fishery, going 101b. 202. and 
5lb. 840z. respectively. On Monday Mr. H. Bryan brought in 3lb, 150z. roach, and 
Mr. S. Bryan 21b. 1}0z. Members are reminded that the roving match at Maiden- 
head is on the 28th. Train leaving Paddington at 8.20 a.m., and from Farringdon- 
street about 7.45.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon, sec. ; 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 24th August, Mr. R. Atchison in the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed, Membership still further increased. Conditions 
of the competition for twelve prizes at Horley on the 28th inst. are as follows :— 
A restricted roving match, all fish to weigh except jack; roll-call and inspection at 
the Six Bells at 9.30. Other business concluded, a vote of thanks to the chairman 
terminated the meeting. The weighing-in of Ye Friars since last reporting has 
been fairly good. Notably Messrs. J. Jones (including a bream 3lb. 1loz.), R. 
Atchison, H. Dunn, W. Hutchins, EB. Bodell, A. Young, W. Poole, L. W. Innocent, A. 
Scott, W. Pratt, W. J. Thomas, T. Pettigan, J. D. Smith, A. Day, F. Williamson, T. 
Briant, W. White, C. Arklay, and E. Green. Will Mr. W. Neesan please communi- 
cate with this society /—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

Owing to the storm on Wednesday week, very few members turned up at head- 
quarters. Several members haye been out during the week, and some fine fish have 
been weighed-in. One member, fishing in the Dock River in Essex, caught, in three 
hours, 20 roach, 2 dace, and 6 eels (1031b. weight), the smallest roach weighing 602. 
Mr. Wells weighed-in a tench from the river Ouse l4oz. Messrs. Duke, Morgan, 
Stallibrass, and Kelly have been staying at Newbury, with the following result :— 
Mr. G. A. Duke, one barbel, 91b. 20z. ; Mr. C. Stallibrass, one barbel, 8lb. 80z.; Mr. 
J. P. Morgan, roach, 11b, 80z. and 1lb. 5oz., one chub, 11b. 80z,, and one dace, 7oz. ; 
Mr. H. Kelly, roach, 11b. 540z., and 1lb. 40z. They also took between them twenty 
roach (10lb, weight) and fourteen dace (61lb.), all of these fish being in first-class 
condition, several of which have been taken to Mr. Cooper’s, St. Luke’s, for the pur- 
pose of preservation. Members are particularly requested to attend on Wednesday 
next, at 8.30 p.m., as important business has to be attended to,—Awr, H, EVvANs, 
secretary. 

At a well-attended meeting on Wednesday night the following resolutions were 
passed :—That the proposed peg-down match be confined to members of this club 
only, to be fished for on any day (“fixed by a committee for that purpose”) except 
Sunday. Mr. Wells proposed that the match should take place on Sunday ; but an 
amendment was put by Mr. L. B. Bertram to the effect that any day but Sunday 
should be chosen. The amendment was carried after a lengthy discussion, Full 
particulars will be given in due course to members. The business of the evening 
closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman, Mr, G. A. Duke, with musical 
honours. Our worthy chairman is certainly in grand form just now. In addition 
to the very fine fish taken by him, the weights of which have been published, he, on 
Saturday, Aug. 20th, eclipsed all previous takes, and weighed-in the following fish : 
—Barbel, 101b. 20z., 5lb. 150z., 51b. 90z., and 41b. 150z. ; one roach, 11b. 3oz. ; and one 
dace, 150z. The largest barbel has been sent to Mr. Cooper’s for preservation. Mem- 
bers will please attend punctually on Wednesday next at 8.30 p.m. The above fish 
were taken from the Kennett, near Newbury.—ALF, EH, HVANs, sec, 
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CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The first match of the season in connection with this club took place on the 21st 
inst., when eleven of the members were pegged-down on a favourite stretch of the 
Colne. Sport was rather tame, but at the call of “ Time” it-was found that with 
one exception all had some fish. At the weighing-in (where great excitement pre- 
vailed) the clerk of the scales declared the following gentlemen to be the winners 
of the prizes :—1st, Mr. John Garratt, roach, 3lb. 120z. ; 2nd, Mr. Rundell, 2Ib. 4%o0z. 
(who also had the largest fish, 11b. 3}0z.) ; and 3rd, Mr. Curson, roach, 11b. 10%o0z. 
Runners-up in the order named were Messrs. Creedy, Clark, Varney, Grimaldi, 
Tomkins, Black, and Rose.—JAcko. 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 18th, Mr. Charles weighed-in 3lb. 1230z. of carp; on the 21st he 
showed 3lb, 100z. of dace. On the same date Mr, Field weighed-in roach ; Mr, May- 
nard, dace ; and roach from the Pike and Anchor Fishery by—A. CLARK. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Friday, Sept. 2nd, at 8.30 p.m. 
sharp. The next central return visit is to the Star Angling Society, Golden Anchor, 
corner Sekforde-street, St, John-street-road, Particulars as to date, &c., will be 
forwarded by the secretary.—W. WADE, sec. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday lust, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair; the minutes of the 15th inst. were approved and signed. General business 
was transacted, including the election of a member nominated last week, and the 
nomination of three new members. The catches reported were unimportant. A 
member reported night lines having been laid in the Thames between Wargrave and 
Twyford, the offender being known. Our informant was desired to bring the matter 
before Mr. P. Geen ; this, I am pleased to say, has been done, and legal steps will be 
instituted by the proper authorities. Iam pleased to state that preliminaries being 
now settled, the circular respecting the “ Richard Ghurney Testimonial Fund” will 
be sent out by me to all the angling societies, &c., and I trust and believe that a great 
success will result, The present will give all angling societies, as well as individual 
members, the opportunity of subscfibing to a testimonial so thoroughly well- 
deserved and well-earned. A meeting for the election of a committee will shortly be 
convened, and I should suggest that two representatives&rom eachclub would enable 
the business to be very efficiently carried out. I can depend upon influential assist- 
ance. A cordial vote of thanks to our chairman closed the proceedings,—HENRY 
HLOwSE, hon, sec. 

CROWN PERSEVERANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st inst. the members fisheda pegged-down match at Amberley, for six 
prizes, of which only four were taken. The shows were very small. The following 
were the winners :—Mr. J. Ferryman, Mr) A. Palmer, Mr. W. Shorey, Mr. J. Jones. 
Mr. J. Redman had, on Wednesday, a nice show of roach from the Lea, the river 
being very bright ; Mr. Goodlad, bream.—J. R., sec. 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

Some of our members have been showing good takes of roach and dace during the 
week. On the 21st inst., Messrs. Auckland and Elder, mostly roach, from 31b. to 1lb. 
On the 23rd, Messrs. Barlow, Coombs, and Elder about twelve dozen fish, amongst 
which were some grand dace and: roach.—E. T, ELDER, hon. sec. 

: GENERAL HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members were out on the 21st inst., but only three menibers weighed-in. 

Some good bream and jack by Mr. Thompson Shaw.—F. Farr, sec. 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting was held on Tuesday, Mr. Young in the chair, when the final 
arrangements were settled for the roach competition on September 10th. It was 
decided that no members of the Gresham should be eligible to compete. An addi- 
tional prize was tendered by the Islington Angling Society, per Mr, Bentley, con- 
sisting of an assortment of tackle. Another Gresham outing was arranged, to 
take place, if possible, next week. The chairman then gave a lengthy discourse on 
general subjects, especially in relation to where and how to fish, which was listened 
to with the respect such a subject and speaker demanded.—G. C. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The following members weighed-in on the 2Ist inst. :—Messrs. Henrie, roach, 
dace, and chub, 3lb. 7$0z.; Harrison, bream and roach, 4lb. 630z.; Lumby, roach, 
2b. 1lgoz.; De Perran, roach and chub, 2lb.; Trowbridge, roach and dace, 
1lb. 8402. ; C, Crow, roach ; A. Crow, roach and dace ; G. Crow, roach and dace; T. 
Manley, dace.—C. B, L. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our annual dinner took place at the Rye House Hotel on the 22nd, and proved a 
great success, 80 members sitting down, Mr. H.R. Moon took the chair in the un- 
avoidable absence of Mr. H. J. Tibbatts. The dinner gave great- satisfaction. The 
Jubilee prizes, given by Mr, Levine and friends, will be fished for on Sept. 12th, at 
Waltham. They are open to all members, both honorary and working. All those 
wishing to compete must send in their names not later than Saturday, Sept. 10th, or 
they will not be allowed to compete.—R. Murpnry. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There is little to report this week, save that the usual weekly meeting was 
held on Friday, the 12th inst., under the presidency of Mr. D. J. Seymour, the 
chairman of the society (who has been absent some weeks on the Continent), 
The acquisition of a new member—to wit, Mr. Albert Edward Donaldson—late 
of the Brunswick Piscatorial Society, and a second visit from the Barbican 
Angling Club, which was represented by five members. After the confirmation 
of the prexious week’s proceedings, the draft of a resolution, “To declare the law 
relating to fishing in rivers,” to be placed in the hands of members of Parlia- 
ment representing this district, was ordered to be signed by the chairman and 
secretary and forwarded. A good number of members applied for privilege 
tickets. Fishing members who were out on the 14th failed to put in an appear- 
ance within the prescribed time according to rule; consequently there was no 
weighing-in.—W, H. JOHN-SON, secretary. 

On Friday, the 19th inst., the usual weekly meeting was held at the One Tun. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, and general business trans- 
acted. The secretary reported the receipt of privilege tickets, the whole of which 
were immediately taken up and paid for, and other applications registered. Mr. A, 
H. Donaldson weighed-in, on the 21st inst., bream, 441b., obtained from Sunbury. 
Several visits from other clubs were recorded, and complimentary return visits 
resolved upon. The proceedings were afterwards agreeably diversified by some 
score of songs, rendered with much taste and spirit, notably those of Mr. Donaldson 
and Mr. W. Carpenter (Barbican), the latter of whom also gave some admirable solos 
on his concertina.—W. H. JOHNSON, sec. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society held their third match this season at Ormesby Broad on the 9th inst. 
Mr, Monsey’s, Eel’s Foot, was the place selected, and the arrangements made by him 
for boats, &c., gave every satisfaction. The conditions of the match were that it be 
a stake-down one, to fish with one rod, one line, ‘and two hooks, legering and pater- 
nostering allowed ; fishing to commence at 10.30 a.m., and finish at 6.30 p.m. The 
entries numbered twenty-eight, out of which twenty-one took part in the contest, 
and were conveyed in two brakes to Ormesby. The day turned out a most unfor- 
tunate one for fishing, the wind all day being very high, which made the water so 
rough that it was a most difficult matter to keep the boats staked down, and in 
several instances they broke adrift. At the close of the match, the umpire, Mr. J. E. 
Pretty, declared the following to be the winners of the six prizes offered for compe- 
tition—viz., first, Mr. C. H. Harrison, with 3lb. 140z. ; second, Mr. R. Platt, 3lb. 20z.; 
third, Mr, W. Lowne, 21b. 7oz. ; fourth, Mr. F. Stuart, 15o0z. ; fifth, Mr. W. Harwood, 
10oz. ; and sixth, Mr. H. W. Buckingham, 10o0z.; only eleven of the competitors 
weighing-in, The gross total amounted to 141b, loz, This catch on a place like 
Ormesby Broad is very unsatisfactory, and I¢an only hope that when again visited 
we shall have a finer day, with which, I have no doubt, a much larger catch would 
be the result,—W, Kirby, hon. sec. 
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HIGHBRIDGE ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Saturday, August 20th, the above association held their third angling contest 
at Highbridge, twenty-three competitors taking part. The weather was very fine 
but much too bright for fishing, consequently the catches were not so large as was 
anticipated. The first prize was taken by Mr. W. Sayles, of Weston-super-Mare ; 
second prize by Mr. J. Fouracre, Highbridge ; third prize by Mr. J. Hembrey, High- 
bridge ; and the fourth by Mr; J. Thompson, Highbridge. There are still three 
more prizes to. be fished for, Mr, W. Sayles kindly presenting another prize, and it is 
proposed to hold another contest in-a short time. During the progress of the contest 
the members were rather surprised by a gentleman from Bridgwater (giving the 
authority of Mr. T. F, Barham) demanding their names and addresses, for what 
reason is not yet definitely known. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The two prizes left over from the 14th inst. were fished for on the 21st. at Rye 
House, and won by'Messrs. S. Cole and F. Goodwen. We had a splendid show of 
roach by Messrs, G. Lotcho, T. Haycox, A. Hattemore, J. Jeffries, F, Goodwen, and 
8. Cole ; Mr. G. Hunt had a few dace; and Messrs, EH. and T. Hammond bream 
The annual dinner will take place on the 28th inst, at the Pied Bull,St. Margaret's 
at two o’clock,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

IZAAK, WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members will compete for three valuable prizes on September 4, in the Rye 
House waters. All competitors to fish from the towpath ; no take under 41b. to 
weigh. No competitor to leave London before the morning of competition. The 
members will also fish for. three prizes on Wednesday, September 7, in the Forty 
Guinea water ; same conditions as the above.—H. B. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 29th August. In the report of last 
week’s proceedings, Mr. Boxall is credited with having taken a basket of nice jack 
at “Elstree.” Itshould have been “Cheshunt.” In the same report, Mr. Timson 
is mentioned as being the donor of certain photographs. It should be “ Mr, Ralph 
E, Simson.”—C, H. KENNETT, hon. sec. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our members had a very pleasant day's fishing in the lake at Combermere Abbey 
Some exceptionally fine roach were taken, though, for some occult reason or other 
the fish, after the first hour, were very sulky, and would not feed. The result of the 
competition was Messrs. H. Wood, H. Mason, and G. P. Titterton 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, in 
the order named.—R, WoOoLFALL, hon. sec. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The shows of fish this week have not shown any improvement. Several have 
returned with blanks, The following have weighed-in : Mr. J. G. Feaks, jack ; Mr. 
J. McDermott, roach ; Mr. W. Short, roach and dace ; Mr. T. P. Trever, roach; Mr. 
J. Bunn, roach and dace ; and Mr. A. May, roachand dace. Members are reminded 
of the match at Roydon on the 4th prox., in which honorary members are eligible 
to compete; all to go down by the 8 o'clock train from Liverpool-street on the 
morning of the match.—A. MAY, hon. sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 14thinst, Mr, J. Underwood weighed in jack, roach, and two tench (heaviest 
3lb. 2302.) ; and Mr. H, J. Underwood, roach, perch, and one jack, 4lb. 740z. ; while 
roach-fishing with paste, Mr. Greenwood roach. On the 15th inst. Mr. Dunning 
tench, roach, and perch, allfrom Elstree. Members who have not yet given in their 
names for our outing on August 28 (to start from the Adelaide at 6.30 a.m.) will 
please do so at once.—W. G. GREENWOOD, sec. 

On the 21st inst., Mr. Underwood, sen., had roach and one tench, 2lb, 8oz.; Mr. 
Underwood, jun., roach ; Mr. Greenwood, roach and perch, heaviest, 1lb. 240z., from 
Elstree. 23rd, Mr. J. H. Brown, one jack, 5lb. 530z., from the Welsh Harp.—W. 


GREENWOOD, sec. 
NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 21st inst., several members fished the Lea ; but one fish only was taken— 
viz., a barbel of 5lb, 80z., by Mr. Fletcher ; and on the 23rd, Mr. Weller weighed-in 
8lb, of nice roach from the Bedfordshire Ouse.—G. T, FLETCHER, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The club has been pretty successful this last week or two with their takes of fish, 
Messrs. Palmer and Matthews with about seven dozen of roach and dace from the 
Thames ; Mr. Brancher with about 91lb. of bream and roach from the Wey; also 
some nice takes by Messrs. Parsons, Stidolph, and Gardham. Mr. Brewer was also 
successful in obtaining some fine roach from the Surrey Canal, which I think is 
much improving lately for fishing. A club match will take place on Sept. 4th for 
three prizes, when members can start on the Saturday night, if preferred, and they 
are requested to take notice that they must be clear on the book to be eligible—— 
W. R, MATTHEWS, sec, 

‘ PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday last we had a large attendance of members, and the shows of fish 
on the tables were exceedingly fine. Mr, Fennings showed the following: Grayling 
2lb, 20z., 1lb. 130z., 1lb. 120z., and two others; one tench, 2lb. 60z. ; 6lb. of roach, 
the largest fish, 1jlb. Mr. Brett sent a show of dace caught with fly from Hertford. 
Messrs. Foreman, Booker,and Huggett gave their various experiences in their fishing 
during the week ; and the old question of new riparian claims was discussed, and a 
hope expressed by one of the speakers that Mr. Broadhurst’s Bill may become law 
in the coming session. Dr. Brunton’s name was proposed as the successful angler, 
coupled with the names of Fennings and Brett. Dr. Brunton replied, and told of 
the manner in which he captured four very fine bream from the Thames in the 
morning and evening, the weight of same being 15lb. 50z., and doing professional 
duties in the middle of the day in London; he was warmly and deservedly applauded. 
Mr. Foreman returned thanks for Mr. Fennings and Mr. Brett. The chair was 
worthily filled by Mr. Burrowes, who was warmly complimented on the way in 
which he had carried out the duties of chairman.—T. H. 

PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this society was held at the Arboretum Hotel, Derby, on 
the 15th inst., Mr, Cadman in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were ' 
read and confirmed, Messrs, J. Bland, D. Renwick, Barber, Maycock, Pearson, 
Robinson, Hill, and Ratcliff were duly elected members of the society. The secretary 
read a reply from the Local Government Board respecting the pollution of the 
river Derwent. Messrs. Beardsley and Knight reported that they had examined the 
books for the year just ended, and found the accounts to be correct. The secretary 
then read the balance-sheet, which showed the receipts to be £171 7s. 8d., and the 
expenses £87 14s. 94d., leaving a balance in hand of £83 12s. 103d. The balance- 
sheet was passed, and the chairman then alluded to the satisfactory state of the 
society. The election of officers for the ensuing year was next proceeded with, Mr. 
C. Fox Roe being re-elected president, Mr.Cadman chairman of committees, Mr. Huson 
deputy-chairman, Wr, W. Elliott vice-chairman, Mr. T. Whyman hon. secretary, and Mr. 
Abbottassist, hon.sec.,andMr.J.Adcock librarian. The following wereelected toserve 
on the committee :—Messrs. Robinson, Gilbert, Holmes, Beardsley, Saxton, Cooper, 
Leech, Tittley, Lewis, Jas. Moore, Mitchell, and Adcock. Mr. Humber was re- 
elected treasurer. A vote of thanks to the chairman, secretary, and committee for 
their services during thé past year was unanimously agreed to, and duly responded 
to. It was decided to hold the annual match at Swarkestone on September 10th, 
entries to close September 2nd. Prizes amounting to about £14 will be given. A 
vote of thanks to the auditors, Messrs. Beardsley and Knight, was passed. ‘The club 
waters are well preserved, and extend from Derby to the Weir, at Sawley, and con- 
sidering the dry season, fair sport has been obtained.—T. WHYMAN, hon, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 21st, Mr, J. Clarke had a nice show of bream and roach, going about 231b, 
Tl. Haine had roach and perch, and F. E. Selth had chub from the Medway, 
J. Wigley and T, Hill visited the Grand J, Canal, and managed to find a few perch 
and roach. J, Smith and I. Davis had dace from the Toames. At the meeting of 
the committee on the 22nd, it was decided that the prizes offered by the following 
gentlemen—Messrs, T. Hill, W. Wigley, J. Boalch, and H. Flower—bs competed for 
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on the 28th at Ware from the bridge to the engine house ; no member to fish within 
10yds. of the Boom on the Manifold ditch ; all to start by the 8 o'clock train on 
the morning from Liverpool-street, and fish up till 6 p.m. Mr. J. Smith, sen, 
offered 10s. 6d. for the gross weight of roach taken during December, and Mr, J. 
Wigley will likewise give the same amount on the same conditions for January, 
1888, Members are informed that Wednesday, September,* will be quarterly night, 
on which occasion Mr.:G. Palmer will be elected a member of this society.— 
Prxiz, [* No date mentioned in “ Pixie’s” report.—ED. | 

‘ SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

- August 14, A passable meeting. One of our members reported that he had lost 
his bag. He was going to Hgham by the 11 train from Waterloo, and dozed off ; 
some gentleman took his bag by mistake, who is requested to forward it to the 
King’s Head, Gerrard-street, Shaftesbury-avenue. Mr. Tickner arrived just too late 
to weigh-in with a barbel weighing 6;1b., which he presented to the club for pre- 
servation, and some chub; total weight, 12lb, On Tuesday, the 16th, several 
members weighed-in. Mr. Tickner had dace, weighing 5lb.; Mr. Allen weighed-in 
his maiden barbel, and Mr. Jacobs roach, from the Lea, There will be an opening 
supper on September 6; tickets 2s, each. Members are requested to hold themselves 
disengaged for that evening. Outings have been arranged as follows :—An outing 
on September 11, and a Tuesday outing on September 20. Several new members 
were made and proposed, Our new landlord gave two guineas towards our prize 
list, and Mr. Gillson gave an additional half guinea, Membersare requested to turn 
up next Tuesday, to arrange particulars of outings,—PELICAN. 

Our member has recovered the bag mentioned in last week’s report. Mr. Jacobs 
weighed-in roach, between 3lb. and 41b., the largest being 1lb. loz, On Tuesday, 
the 23rd, some more new members were proposed, Mr, Tickner weighed-in dace, 
roach, &c., between 51b, and 61b., and Mr. Allen, dace, roach, and barbel ; total, 5lb. 
Gentlemen wishing to be present at the supper, will please forward me their names 
as soonas possible. The final arrangements for outing will be made next Tuesday. 
Hearing that some of our members lost their way to-night, we beg to state that our 
new club-house is on the site of Old Newport Market.—PELIOAN, 

ST, GEORGE’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few members were out on thel4th. Amongst those who weighed-in were Mr. 
Pheasant, winning the third prize on the second series, Mr. Lang weighed bream, 
Mr. Gibbs gudgeon, and Mr. Etherington dace and gudgeon. ‘The fourth prize 
still remains to be won. No fish weighed-in on the 21st, but through the prowess 
of Mr. Luff’s shooting party, comprising Messrs, Luff, Gatty, Etherington, Turner, 
and Gibbs, a pretty show of gulls, sea-swallows, waterwagtails, &c,, graced the 
trays of the above club. The prize left over from the second series will now be 
included in our grand outing, due notice of which will be given by the—THIRSTY 
TIDDLER. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 21st inst., nine of our members competed for three prizes at Woking Long 
Mead. Messrs. Broad, Rapley, and Matthews were the winners, and Mr. C. Jeffreys 
also weighed in fish; but the others were all unsuccessful. On the 28th we go to 
Bury, near Amberley, the occasion being our ninthannual dinner. The next return 
visit on the Clerkenwell and District United Visiting List goes to the above club, 
and willbe heldon Monday, September 5th, atourclub-house, the Horse Shoe, Clerken- 
well Close.—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST, 

The next return visit on the above will take place on Tuesday next at the United 
Brothers, Druid’s Head, Broadway, Deptford, hoping to have the pleasure of meet- 
ing as many anglers and friends who can make it convenient to attend.—J, Court, 
hon, sec, 

STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of the above society have been very busy during the past week 
angling in their beautiful water at Haywood. Several good catches of 20ib. and 
upwards were made, Mr. H. Evans and Mr. J. Perkins being especially fortunate on 
Tuesday, the 9th inst., while fishing in the River Sow, making a splendid bag of 
70lb. weight of bream, none of the fish weighing much less than 2Ib., whilst the 
largest, caught by Mr. Evans, weighed 5}1b. An interesting incident, which is 
perhaps worth relating, occurred on the evening of the above date. During the 
day, Mr. Evans, on two occasions, had the misfortune to get broken whilst playing 
heavy fish, both of which took his float and some yards of line; and Mr. J, Hollins, 
whilst fishing some hours afterwards a short distance below, hooked a fish, and in 
attempting to land it was astonished to find the fish apparently pulling both up and 
down stream. After a struggle, he succeeded in bringing his quarry to bank, and 
was surprised to find both of Mr. Evans’s lines with one of the fish still on the 
hook. It appears that both Mr. Evans's fish, after breaking away, had get entangled, 
which in turn had become firmly twisted with Mr. Hollins’s line. The best bags in 
addition to those just mentioned were made by Messrs. S. Smith, H. Cocker, R. 
Wallace, H. Lea, G. Swinnerton, and J. Morgan. Mr. F. Johnson also got a brace of 
nice trout, the largest weighing llb. 530z.—J. HoLuins, hon. sec. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 21st; the following 
members weighed-in :—Mr. J. W. Freeman, roach; Mr. B. Freeman, roach, the 
largest 1lb. 840z.: Messrs. Morse, Payne, Currans, and Windred, roach. Members 
of the above will fish a match at Pulborough on September 4th. Notice.——The next 
return visit on the South London List will take place on Tuesday, August 30th, at 
the Druid’s Head, Church-street, Deptford. I hope we shall havea good visit.—H, 


TYLER. 
UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The prizes put up for the 21st were not taken, but several members have been 
amongst the finny tribe, notably Mr. Kemp with roach and Mr. Payne with jack ; 
but Mr. May, alias Skroggins, put them all in the shade with a 4lb, 43o0z. trout, 
which he caught with a tight line fishing for roach with paste on the 21st in the 
Rockingham, at Cowley. He now stands first for the specimen trout prize of £1 1s., 
which he will doubtless take.—H. P., sec. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Twelve members paid a visit to Amberley on the 21st inst., to compete for a series 
of prizes; but the result did not come up to anticipations, only five competitors 
having fish. Nevertheless, we spent a most enjoyable day, the weather being all 
that could be desired, The result was as follows :—First, Mr. J. Hopkins, roach and 
dace ; second, Mr, CO. Hibble, roach ; third, Mr. Piolaine, roach ; followed by Messrs. 
C, Beale and Delhaye. The usual meeting took place on the 25th inst., Mr. Bayley 
presiding. Mr. T. Wheeler was unanimously elected an honorary member. A Jong 
discussion took place as to the locality of our annual grand outing, which will be 
finally settled at our next meeting. A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the 
meeting.—MILLER’S THUMB. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit of the South London United List was paid to this society on the 
16th, when there was a very good attendance, and notwithstanding the weather, a 
very pleasant evening was passed. Sixteen clubs answered the roll, and 5s. 6d. was 
collected for the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, which with £1 12s., the proceeds of five 
smoking concerts for the same object, was duly forwarded. Mr, Dartnall took first 
prize in the August competition.with about 41b, roach and bream ; Mr. Wingrove 
over 3lb, The two remaining prizes will be fished for on the 28th inst, go where 
you please on the day. <A benefit will be held next Tuesday, the 30th, for the benefit 
of Mr. Charles Street, who has lost a child by a very distressing accident.—W. W. A. 

WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

At the fortnightly meeting of the above, held at the Union Hall, Union-street, 
Worcester, on Thursday last, it was unanimously resolved that the third special 
competition this season should take place on Monday, September 5. The hon. 
secretary was instructed to make arrangements with regard to water and other 
matters in connection with the outing, and to report at the next meeting, which 
will be held next Thursday at 8 p.m. It was announced that already four prizes 
had been put up for that special day, and others are expected, New members were 
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proposed, and various accounts ordered to be paid, amongst them being 5s. towards 
defraying the expenses of the demonstration held on the Jubilee day. Our president, 
Mr, B. Smith, Mrs. Smith, and Mr. Davis were out trout and grayling fishing on 
Tuesday. As our veteran says, “ The water being low and fine, the fish were very 
shy ; the best and largest fish were caught in the early morning.” The result of 
the day’s fishing was, Mr. Smith, six brace of trout and ten and a half brace of 
grayling ; Mrs. Smith, two brace of trout and four brace of grayling ; Mr, Davis, 
ten brace of trout and grayling; many of the fish weighed over 1lb. each. Mrs. 
Smith caught the largest brace of grayling. The fish were caught in the neigh- 
bourhood of Welch Hay. In the fields from which the party fished the grass was 
green and long.—A. LACROIX, hon, sec. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Yr Mepway WAtEeR Rat.—Report received too late for insertion last week. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, H, PRITT, 








[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


LOCH CORR—LURES FOR TROUT. 

Str,—It seems that Mr. W. Murdoch (issue Aug. 20) is not inclined to be com- 
municative in answer to my letter of the 13th of that month. He says he “ cannot 
bother with quibbles.” No doubt; but the quibble and the bother (into which I need 
not get involved, for my views are already well known to readers of the GAZETTE) 
is a matter between himself and Mr. McDonald, keeper of Loch Corr, and it is this 
Mr. McDonald, in order to stock and improve the breed of trout put into the small 
stream (there is no information how far from the loch) a number of fry taken from 
another loch of a more sporting breed, and asa precaution to prevent the fry 
descending, placed a screen of perforated zinc across the stream, Mr. Murdoch, in 
alluding tothe experiment (GAZETTE, 4th June, page 330), describes the precaution 
taken “as a wholly unnecessary precaution, as the tendency of the fry is not to 
descend.” In taking leave of the subject, I may observe that Mr. Murdoch will 
have a lot of bother and quibbling before he convinces anybody that he is in the 
right and the keeper in the wrong. : 

T again have a few words to say about my method of fastening on the wings of 
trout flies, about which the Editor says that there is nothing new init. It was not 
my object to convey the impression that the mode was my own invention. My 
instructor, Alexander McIntosh, gentleman, distinguished sportsman,’ an expert and 
enthusiastic fly-fisher and fly-dresser, and author of “ The Driffield Angler,” lived 
in the last century, so that the method I recommended is at least a hundred years 
old. 

I recommended the method of tying on the wings as the neatest, most natural, and 
more durable than the old, or that most common adopted by professional dressers. 
The difficulty in tying on the wing is to do so without disarranging the fibres of the 
feather, and it requires a deal of practice and perseverance to do so with neatness. 
Once acquired, there is no further difficulty. I have no hesitation in recommending 
such wings as being far more suitable for eyed-hooks than the ordinary way, and if 
“WwW, J.C.” or “J. H. W.,” who appear to be anglers of the right sort, will apply to 
the Editor or the manager for my address, I will be most happy to send them a 
sample or two.—l am, &c., 

Elgin, W. M. 





LOCH ALSH ANGLING. 

Srr,—With your kind permission I would venture a few remarks anent an occur- 
rence which affords a striking illustration of the proverb, “ Making fish of one and 
flesh of another.” 

Lam aware that the anglers staying at the Aultnagalach Hotel angle on Loch 
Alsh, It was distinctly understood that those who could exercise such a prerogative 
were to stay at the Oykell Hotel. 

AsI have a right to the angling of the loch up to the 1st August, and from that 
date Mr, Broklehurst, shooting tenant, holds it in conjunction with the shooting 
from Balnagown, without the power to sub-let it, and any who now (from Ist Aug.) 
have the privilege of angling it are those only who stay at the Lodge with Mr. 
Broklehurst, now, Sir, taking the above facts into consideration, it is certainly 
obvious that a “ breach of privilege” has been committed. 

I write this exposition solely out of a sense of justice, not in any manner being 
prompted by prejudice. I have thus taken advantage of giving the facts relative to 
the Loch Alsh angling publicity in your columns, knowing that the GAZETTE is 
patronised by the majority of anglers and tourists visiting the Highlands. Thanking 
you in anticipation for the insertion of this,—I am, &e., 

The Hotel, Oykell, Aug. 18. D. M‘Kay. 

P.8.—Further, I may mention that Loch Alsh és not on the same property as 
Aultnagalach Hotel. 





SEA-FISHING AT SCARBOROUGH. 

Srr,—The fishing at Scarborough has been very fair so far, and we are hoping to 
have some good sport with codling, billet, and pollack, as the codlings are beginning 
to come in already, and we have generally good fishing for these until the end of 
October ; we take them from pier, boat, and from the rocks, and even from the surf, 
fish up to 15lb. and 181b,— We are, Xc., W. J. AND S, JONES. 

20, Hastborough, Scarborough. 


“OLD DONEGAL!” 

Srr,—If any readers meditate a fishing trip to this coast with the idea of catching 
sea-trout or salmon during the next few weeks they may spare themselves the 
labour, cost, and disappointment, because the water is dead low, and it is labour in 
vain to go fishing, except for small brown trout, whose name is legion, and at least 
a week’s continuous rain is necessary before any sport will be obtained. 

The flax nuisance in the North of Ireland is now rampant, and I fled from Newton 
Stewart, and also from the Swilly, in disgust ; the valleys reek like open cesspits, 
and the flax-water running into the rivers in their present low state pollutes them 
to a very serious extent.—lam, Xc., C. W. GEDNEY. 


RANDOM NOTES—THE TRENT AT CARLTON. 

Srr,—I arrived here on Saturday, August 20th. Barbel, roach, dace, and flounders 
well on; roach, dace, and bream are taking gentles, and barbel worms. Worms are 
now cheap, 2s. 9d. and 3s. per 1,000, The Trent is alive with salmon at this point ; 
I saw no fewer than seven “ pick” in the course of the afternoon. One, a perfect 
monster, “picked” twice, and the second time it looked like a huge bar of silver 
shooting out of the water about 30in. high. 

I caught two flounders, both of which took my worms on separate hooks, as I saw 
stated in the GAZETTE some time ago ; they are fairly numerous, and mad on worms. 
—lam, &c., M, A. 

N.B.—Some fine barbel have been taken below the mill, 


[The remainder of CORRESPONDENCE will be found on page 132.] 
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THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “ casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND SONS, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48 South Molton-street, W. : 
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Telegraphic Address—“ RIVSAM, LONDON." Telephone No. 2679. 


Sampson Low, Marston, Searle and Rivington, 


English, Foreign, American, and Colonial Booksellers 
and Publishers, 


ST. DUNSTAN’S HOUSE 


(ADJOINING THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE), 


“| TETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 


SHOPS OOSH SOSH SESSHS ESS OSESHOHHOOEOSD 


THE PUBLISHERS’ CIRCULAR, 8s. per annum. 
HARPER'S MAGAZINE, 1s. Monthly. 
HARPER’S YOUNG PEOPLE, 6d. Monthly. 
THE FISHING GAZETTE, 10s. 6d. per annum. 


| RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


NOW READY, AT ALL LIBRARIES AND BOOKSELLERS’, 


The Queens Highway trom Ocean to Ocean. 


i. By STUART CUMBERLAND, F.R.G-.S. 


: Author of ‘“ THE RABBI’S SPELL,” &c, 


| ILLUSTRATED BY VERY FINE PHOTOGRAPHS, REPRODUCED BY THE COLLOTYPE PROCESS. 


Demy 8yo., cloth extra, 18s, 
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From the ScorsMan.—* Thoroughly trustworthy and thoroughly interesting. His own experiences are vividly and racily described ; he lets us see the land and the people.” 


From TrRuTH.—“ A very readable book. . . . It is replete with information, and anyone reading it will be able to form a very clear notion respecting the scenery and 
i the capabilities of the Great North-West.” 
} From the St, JAmEs’s GAZETTE.—“ This handsome volume may be said to present a panorama of the country along the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, from ocean 


to ocean, . . . The tone of the book is healthy and broadly patriotic.” 


NOW READY. 


| Dedicated by Special Permission to his Eminence Cardinal Manning, Archbishop of Westminster. 
In one Vol, royal 8vo. of about 600pp. cloth extra, 18s. 


LIFE OF POPE LEO XIII. 


By BERNARD O’REILLY, D.D., L.D. Laval. 


With a very fine Steel Engraving of the Portrait of the Pope from a Photograph bearing the Autograph of the Pope, and numerous 
| Sull-page Wood Engravings. 
N.B.—An EDITION DE LUXH is in preparation, of which only a limited number will be printed, on hand-made paper, bound in vellum, size royal 8vo., price Three Guineas, 


THE MAMMOTH AND THE FLOOD: an Attempt to Confront the Theory of Uniformity with the Facts of Recent 


Geology. By HENRY H. HOWORTH, M.P., F.S.A.,M.R.A.S, Demy 8vo. cloth extra, 18s. [Now Ready. 

















“ In the flood of many waters they shall not come nigh unto him,” 
NOTICE.—Now Ready, the New Work by the Author of “ The Great Lone Land,” entitled, 


| THE CAMPAIGN OF THE CATARACTS. Being a Personal Narrative of the Great Nile Expedition of 


1884-5. By Colonel Sir W. F. BUTLER, K.C.B., Author of “ The Great Lone Land.” With Illustrations from Drawings by Lady BUTLER; also 
a Map of the Nile from the Mediterranean to the Equatorial Lakes, Demy 8vo., cloth extra, 18s. 


“ Tt has all the grace and fascination of Col. Butler’s previous books.”’—Pall Mall Gazette. A ; : a3 ; ; 

“ That the story of those months of toil, and hope, and warfare, told by so brilliant a pen, is full of interest for those who already know its chief events, it is hardly necessary to add ; nor need it be said 
that Lady Butler’s illustrations add much to the value of her husband’s work ””—Morning Post. : . : te ‘ ' ; ? ; . 

‘A very valuable work. Jn it Col. Sir W. F. Butler gives a narrative of his personal experiences in the Nile Expedition of 1884-5, a campaign which will be recognised in history as one of the most 
brilliant feats of the British arms in the latter half of the century. Col. Butler's style is at once pithy and graphic, as all who have read ‘ The Great Lone Land’ and other works from the same pen are very 
4 well aware.”—Glasgow Herald, 





AROUND THE WORLD ON A BICYCLE, from San Francisco to Teheran. By THOMAS STEVENS. Illustrated. 16s—THE SHORES AND ALPS 
OF ALASKA, By H. W. SETON KARR, F.R.G.S., &c. Illustrated. Demy 8vo. 16s.—Novets : SPRINGHAVEN. By R. D. BLACKMORE, Fourth Edition. 
3 Vols—_ANCHORAGH. By Mrs. HORACE FIELD, 2 Vols—THER MEMOIRS OF JEREMY DIDDLER the YOUNGER, 2 Vols—THE ROTHSCHILDS. 
By JOHN REEVES. With Portraits. Crown 8vyo. 7s, 64—A SKETCH OF THE FORESTRY OF WEST AFRICA. By ALFRED MALONEY, Governor of 
the Colony of Lagos. Crown 8vo. 10s.6d..——AGRICULTURE IN SOME OF ITS RELATIONS WITH CHEMISTERY. By Prof. F. H. STORER, 2 Vols 
1,058 pp. 25s.—-PORTRAITS OF CELEBRATED RACEHORSES OF THE PAST AND PRESENT CENTURIES. By T. H. TAUNTON, 4 Vols. crown 4to. 
—YACHTS, BOATS, AND CANOES: their Design and Construction. By O. STANSFELD HICKS, Crown 8vo., Illustrated. 10s.6d—FROM THE FORKE- 
CASTLE TO THE CABIN. By Captain 8S. SAMUELS. Popular Edition. 1s. 








NEW ADDITION TO LOW’S CHEAP ILLUSTRATED EDITIONS OF VERNE’S BOOKS. 


KERABAN THE INFLEXIBLE. 


Part I. CAPTAIN OF THE GUIDARA. Is. Part II, SCARPANTE THE SPY. ls. 


London: Sampson Low, Marston, SEARLE, & Rivinaton, St, Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, 





as THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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Without above Mark 
ho Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THE NEW “ACI 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 





SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


i LINES 











On receiving sample lengths, I put the 


ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 





fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, 
best lines I ever had,” 








I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


Rk. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“I have used the ImpRovED ‘AcME’ Line last season and this. 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 
“INE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885, “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondcley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us. 


YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF An Al 


With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d,and 1s, 6d, per score yarda, 


SAMPLES 


OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 





IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 


important points. 


&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size 
is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named, 


weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, 


For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). 
Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“J find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook,”—-From the FIsHing¢ GAZETTE, 


however, it is good lure, 


September, 1886. 





Position of Hooks as 
seen from Wing 
Poiats, 


Outline when viewed 
from beneath, when on 
water, 


The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 


(scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 


For Dropper Flies, 
Price 2d. per yard. 





“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H, ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 


Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen. Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and_over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 i 
ia F Wholesale Lists (to the Irade only), 2 stamps. 7 oa sane 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


FISHING TACKLE 
(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DHER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 


8 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


ANGLERS, OBSERVE!! 


‘Ye Pluckie Perch ”’ 


Ys the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle. 
LOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, 1s. 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
from 23. Ditto, Oane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s, 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. eachh BOTTOM and 
SPENNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 
6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s, 6d, Best Greenheart, brazed and 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls, 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from 1s.; with adjustable check, 
5s.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINKS, 8 yards, 34, each ; best,44d. HOOKS, 

best, on gut, from 5d. dozen. FLIES, best Trout, ls. per dozen. 
SPECIALITY.—PLAITED SILK LINES (warranted pure) :—Fine, 30yds., 9d.; 40yds., Is. 
BOyds.; 1s. 641. Stout, 7oyds., 3s, 131. 
SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
: See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18, 1884. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREE. 
sa ae a Es 


| COOPER COOPER & CO. 


| SELL the FINEST Th A the World Produces 
| AT 35, A POUND. 


; Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 


Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on A pplication. 


CHEF QFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE, 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 

63. BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 7, WESTBOURNE 

GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.¢., LONDON. 


E.C, 





Medium, 












saTON "AND DELLeR, | Angling Reminiscences. 


BY 


FRANCIS FRANCIS, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 


FOR THE HIGHLANDS! ! 


Loch Flies, large selection, including Mr. Murdoch’s Specialities for Sutherland, 2s. to 3s, 
a dozen ; Loch Cast Lines, fine, medium, and stout (have many a time killed salmon), 93.8 
dozen ; Trout Rods, 12ft., from 103. 6d.; 14ft. from 14s.; 16ft. Dee Grilse pattern (a light, 
powerful, Greenheart Rod, for long casting), from 2ls.; 24in. Brass Check Reel, to hold 60 
yards Grilse waterproof silk line from 4s, 6d. ; best prepared Waterproof Silk Line for trout 
(strong enough for salmon), from 2s. 6d. per 20 yards ; Brown’s Phantoms, trout sizes, 2s. 6d. 
fingle Gut Spinning Traces, Is.and 1s. 6d. Treble Gut Traces, ls, 64. 


THE SEA?! 


Sixty yards Sea Line, Is. 6d.; 80 yards, 2s.; 100 yards, 23. 6d. Cast of Twelve Sea Flies on 
strong single gut (3 to4 yards long), 2s.; dressed with tinsel, 3s. The same on double 
twisted gut, 3s.; tinselled, 4s. 100 Sea Bait Hooks on Twisted Hair, 2s. New Lamprey 
Hel, five inches long, 23. 6d. Leviathan Spinning Trace, ls. 6d. Treble Gut Spinning 
Traces, 1s,6d. Brown’s Phantoms, 2s. 6d. and 33. 6d. (See Leiter below.) 


BROWN’S PHANTOM IN THE SEA. 

“To the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTH.—Sir,—It may interest some of your readers to know I had 
great sport among the Bass at Ilfracombe last week with Brown’s Leaded Phantom, when they would 
look at no other bait. I was out with Barbary on two mornings, and took some heavy fish on each 
occasion. In fact, the minnow was no sooner in the water than it was taken. I found the Same resul¢ 
last autumn at Gairloch (Ross-shire) with the Lythe, when I took 40 to 50 fisha day, many of them 
heavy fish of 81b, and 91b.—I am, &c., S. HOBBS, Junr., 18th Sept., 1886.” 


Robertson's New “Leviathan” Spinning Trace, 


Made of a fine wire not much thicker than a single horsehair, and strong enough to pull out 
LEVIATHAN! Two or three yards long, ls. 61. 
FOR £EA FISHING, PIKE FISHING, AND SALMON FISHING. 


FOR 





“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, - =a 


2 Ss 
LEADED OR Tok tee DOES NOT DOUBLE ~ x 







ame Sr, a Oe we A Uy 5 
P WHILE OaSTING. 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROV#D Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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191, STRAND, 


THE 


FARLOW & CO,, 


London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 
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FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR 
1887 GRATIS. 


AND NET. 





NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX. 


Registered No., 44,533. 





Improved Girth for 
Carrying Basket 
and Net. 





JAMES 


OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 





FROM A “TEST” 


ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 


Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. 


It is light, and has such an elastic spring 


(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigua 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which Jam now fishing with it. The Keeper said te-day, after trying 


it, ‘You will. never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish to do so. 


positive luxury,”—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A, 


Fishing with itisa 





JAMES OGDEN’S “MULTUM in PARYO™ FLY RODS. 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. 


Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 


TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 


in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. 


I have been 


using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. 


If you can make any use of the opinion 1 have expressed, I shall be 


glad that you should do so. Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 





MANCHESTER LINES. 





Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines, The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Wansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable. 

Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘ Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fiy so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
ar e perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work.” 





NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
From EDWARD OTTO PARTRIDGE, Esq. 
“ Lianwareth, Builth , Jan, 16th, 1872. 

“Last year I had one of your make of Taper 
Salmon Lines, through Mr. Hotchkis, of Llanwisk. 
There may be some prejudice against }our new 
make of lines, but cannot imagine why; for asa 
fisherman of 40 years,I have found nothing to 
compare with them.” 

Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :— Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—* I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Panjaub, India, writes :-—“ Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“‘ The 
Manchester Lines have three special merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 
lines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 





TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES 


OF GOOD 


Killing Baits for all kind of Fish, price 1s. per pint. 


QUALITY. 


Well-cured Wasp Grubs, price Ss. per pound, on 


receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob-street, Bradford, Yorkshire. 





A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


SM OKI NG 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 


MIXTURE. 


jlb., Post free, 1s, 7d. 





JOHN 


MAYO 


& SON, 


CIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14,.CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ; Putney. 
45 rf Hammersmith, 
50 + Barnes, 

Add 55 Kew. 
75 Richmond. 
80 rp Twickenham, 
85 rt Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, August 27 ooo wea 7.55 ee “a 8.29 
Sunday, Fi; 28 hee Age 9.8 ee ARC 9.51 
Monday, 1 29 806 es 10.33 Soe one 11.12 
Tuesday, “f 30 oa aoa 11.49 coe see 12.0 

Wednesday, : 31 ee are 12.21 vee “5 12.47 
Thursday, September 1 ae “0 1,12 ack Fe. 1.34 
Friday, 3 2 oes An 1.55 ase Age 2.13 


Ge River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 





TO OUR RIVER REPORTERS. 


IF reports do not appear, it is because they do not reach us by 
9 o’clock on Friday morning, and consequently are too late. Please 
put date of despatch of report on it for publication, 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The river continues low, and the water bright, but there are plenty of anglers on 
the war-path, and, as a rule, considering all things, they are satisfied with their 
sport. Roach and dace fishing is the principal business, and in all portions of the 
Thames the results are about the same. Mr. T, E. Kent writes : “ Mr. C. J. Henderson, 
with Fred Casey, fishing at Cliftdon Hampden on Friday last, caught in four hours 
nine dozen of roach and dace (many of the roach were #lb. each) ; and on the fol- 
lowing day, in the same time, three dozen more, making a gross take of twelve dozen 
in eight hours.” Such reports from authentic sources are always satisfactory. It is 
not often that a barbel of 91b. has the chance of being put back again ; but in the 
reports this week from Richmond, there isa take of barbel with a fish of that size in 
it, and were all returned to the river for future sport. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMoND.—Christopher Brown, in seven days, 901b. weight of dace. F. Brown, 
in two days, with the brothers Bentley, of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society, 
got fifteen barbel, weighing altogether about 50lb., five of which were put back 
again ; and in three other days, with different anglers, 40lb. of roach and dace, 
Henry Mansell, during the week, 1001b. of fish. Henry Howard, in five days, 66lb. 
of roach and dace, and five barbel. Job Brain, 50lb., and nine barbel—one of 91b., 
caught by Mr. Ellis, jun., of Richmond, and returned tothe river for future sport. 

TWICKENHAM.—T. Anger, in two days, fifteen dozen of roach and dace, one barbel, 
and one bream. S. Cole, in three days, 301b. J. Dobbin, in three days and one 
half-day, 641b., and five barbel. Edward Finch, in five part days, twenty-two bream, 
three barbel, and 40lb. of roach and dace. J. Frost, in two days, nineteen dozen, 
and one barbel; Pert Hammerton, in three and a half days, 40lb. fine bream and 
two barbel ; H. Spiers, in six days, 120lb. of roach and dace ; John Spong, in seven 
days, fifty-eight dozen, three bream, and two barbel. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, eighteen dozen of roach and dace 
and three barbel ; W. McBride, in one day and two half-days, thirteen dozen of dace. 
The water in the tideway is still very low, the rain not having had much effect on 
it. Some of the fly-fishers have had some very good sport amongst the roach and 
chub. 

Kin@ston,—John Johnson, sen., writes: —‘‘I have had two half-days’ bottom- 
fishing, and caught plenty of roach, but just undersized—from 6}in. to 6jin. in 
length—so that four out of every six were returned. John Johnson, jun., got seven 
barbel one day, and at other times ten dozen of roach and dace ; I have got some fine 
gudgeons, J. Wilks has got eight jack one day, and returned them all—the 
best fish weighing about 3lb.—and about eight dozen of fine gudgeons. A private 
boat, yesterday morning, got three dozen of very fine gudgeons. The fish donot 
come on so well at night this last week ; the nights are getting colder, and they will 
not come on with this fine water. The best bag I saw from the bank yesterday was 
five dozen of good roach and one bream from four o’clock in the morning till about 
the same time in the afternoon.” 

Lone Dirron.—C. Buttery, during the week, about eighteen dozen of roach and 
dace and a few barbel and bream. 

THAMES Dirron.—Mr. Abrahams, in two days, twelve dozen of roach and dace ; 
a gentleman, from a private boat, in one day, two dozen ; another gentleman, in the 
same time, three dozen, supplemented with two barbel weighing 4}1b., and a bream 
of 2lb. ; W. Tagg, in one day, seven dozen of gudgeon and a couple of barbel. 

Hampton Court.—J. Hedger, in two days, ten dozen of roach and dace ; Thomas 
Milbourne, during the week, four dozen each day, and three chub—the largest 31b. ; 
W. Milbourne, about the same average ; and John Smith, during the week, twenty- 
one dozen of roach and dace, nine barbel, the largest 7lb., and a chub of 3lb. 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in three days, twenty dozen of roach and dace, seven 
barbel, and six chub ; Alfred Stroud, in two days, fifteen dozen of roach, four barbel, 
and three jack ; John Stroud, in four days, twenty-one dozen of roach, eleven barbel, 
and six jack ; Thomas Strond, jun., in four days, sixteen dozen of roach, eight barbel, 
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and ten dozen of gudgeons ; Master A. Morgan with Herbert, in one day, eight and a 
half dozen of roach and dace ; Mr. Morgan, in other days during the week with 
Herbert, thirty-five dozen of roach and dace, nine barbel, and one white bream, 
weighing nearly 51lb.; E. Clarke, 18lb, of bream, and forty dozen of roach and dace ; 
H. Clarke, in two days, seven barbel and five dozen of roach and dace; and J. 
Lock, during the week, thirty dozen. ; : \ 

Wauton.—A. Lavey,; the Swan Hotel fisherman,’in one day with Mr, Potier, 
fourteen bream and twelve roach; another day, in a contest between Mr. J, P. 
Wheeldon and Mr, Tudgey, the former won by 5lb.; another day, in a contest 
between Messrs. Wheeldon and Tudgey against Messrs, E. Luker and Atkins, the 
former won easily ; John Hone, in one day with Mr. Luker and Mr. Sims, seven bream 
—one of the bream, a fish of 431b., took both bait, and was landed by the two anglers, 
the fish having swallowed one bait and hooked on the lip with the other; H, 
Searle for S. Rosewell, one day, five dozen of roach and dace and two bream ; 
and another day, six dozen of roach and dace and three bream. : 

SHEPPERTON.—F’.. Purdue, one day, seven dozen of gudgeon and a brace of jack ; 
and another day, five dozen of roach and dace, four dozen of gudgeon, and one 
jack, 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, one day, twelve dozen of roach and dace ; another 
day, twenty dozen of gudgeon; and another day, nine barbel and four chub, 

CHERTSEY.—L, Hackett, the Chertsey Bridge Hotel fisherman, one day, seven 
bream, one ¢hub, and two barbel; another day, seven dozen of roach and dace ; 
another day, eight dozen of gudgeon and fourteen dozen of roach and dace ; and 
another day, four bream and seven barbel (returned to the river). 

LALEHAM,.—A, Harris, one day, with Master R. Beyfus, twenty dozen of gudgeon, 
one perch, and one barbel ; another day, seven barbel; and another day, three 
barbel. 

STAINES.—Charles Hone, in two days, with Mr. Benjamin, sixteen dozen of 
roach and dace, three barbel, and one chub; and in two other days, with Mr. J. ©, 
Hindley, seven barbel and seven dozen of dace. George Osman, in three days, 
thirty-two dozen of roach and dace, twenty-three dozen of gudgeon, and one brace 
of jack, 





UPPER THAMES. 


The recent heavy rain-storms have certainly imported a “little go ” into the river 
fishing, but much more—“Oliver Twist -like—is required before the insatiable 
appetite of anglers is satisfied. Roach, during the last day or so, have been showing 
themselves in their old and wonted (or may I say “ wanted” ?) form, and have been 
had by careful piscators by the five to six dozen per day—all good fish and true. 
Barbel are now to be enticed by the “ golopcious lob,” and to those anglers to whom 
brass is no object, I should say bait three or four likely swims, and see that it is done, 
and great will be the reward; but to those gentle brethren who have only got 
a mouth‘ul of worms to dispense, I say bait only one swim after a 
careful probing of the same,land then stick to it like grim death, for weal or for woe, 
Perch in galore are being had in gudgeon swims, or by specially fishing, paternoster 
fashion, between the beds of weeds. There is not the least doubt the Thames is full 
of these plucky and toothsome fish. Dace and chub can be had with fly—the latter 
especially being full of go early and late—the best flies being Alder or Black Palmer 
for the early work, and white palmer forevening. The results of the past week are 
very unimportant, so I hold over reports so as to make better budget for next report. 
Thursday evening : River, from personal inspection this morning, in far better trim 
than it has been for weeks, and Thamesward-bound anglers are now sure to have 
decent sport. Weather scrumptious ; wind 8,W.—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Goring). 


Been out four days, two best days ten dozen of gudgeon, four brace of perch, and 
five jack, Water low and clear.—JoHN Rusu, Aug, 25. 


Thames (Staines). 

Had good sport with the roach yesterday evening, A friend and myself, in two 
hours took four dozen—largest 11b. 30z., and many others going over #lb. Olarke 
was the fisherman. Several others were out, with varied results ; but no blanks,— 
ONLY, Aug. 23, 





Thames (Windsor). 

Weather being exceptionally good for gudgeon-fishing, this amusing and most 
certain branch of angling is in full swing, many thousands being taken out of the 
river daily, catches of twenty dozen to three rods being looked upon as poor. The 
. best catch coming under my notice was one of twenty-six dozen, including one 
perch, on the 23rd inst., by Mr, W. Cleave and youngest son, of Windsor, and Mr, 
.. Thomas Cleave, of New Wandsworth, out with George Plumridge, on the Datchet 
- waters. In the Surly Hall waters, Messrs. G. and A. Wright, in a few hours, had 
fourteen dozen and six good perch, largest 111b. Messrs. George Fordham, Beasley, 
and Innes, of Slough, also had a good basket from the Datchet waters, but exact 
quantity not to hand. Although rain would do good for this branch of sport, the 
weather is perfection, and quite enough sport may be had amongst them any day 
for another month to come. Roach are being taken, but notin quantity, Mr. Tucker 
having the best bag coming under my notice, comprising twenty fish of good size 
and in excellent condition, the largest being one of 1lb. taken by Mr. Dolan, 
of Hton, Mr. G. Herd, sen., one of the most skilful roach fishermen on this part of 
the Thames, has since my last killed five barbel on roach tackle, besides a number 
of roach, Mr, C. Garth, a visitor here, took a very fine Thames eel whilst barbel 
fishing a short distance above Windsor Bridge ; it weighed 33lb. Chub are still 
being had, but wretchedly small, and it is to be hoped the newly-appointed Thames 
Police will keep a sharp look-out and put a stop to this annual slaughter of the 
innocents, as many thousands are whipped out and kept that average nearer six 
inches than ften, Dace are still taking gentles and greayes well, heavy baskets 
being made. An exceptionally fine one for the Thames was had by Mr. Dolan, of 
Eton ; it weighed 9407z,—B. R: BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


The north-easterly winds whieh prevailed during the early part of the week caused 
a great falling off in sport. The return of warmer weather has operated more 
favourably and the outlook is much better. Roach have bit better than bream ; 
but a goodly number of the latter fish, running from 3lb. to 4lb., have been taken, 
Mr. Whiteside caught in less than two hours the other evening 11Ib. of roach, 
Many of these were fine fish. The event of the week has been the capture of a carp 
on Saturday last in Oroxby Lake by Mr. A. Mountain, solicitor, of Grimsby. The 
fish only weighed 2Ib. 7oz., but it is the first which has been taken there by fair 
angling. A few were stabbed last season by an eel-spear, which is a most objection- 
able proceeding. It is very tantalising to see these monsters, some of them running 
to 15lb. or more, and being unable to catch them. Mr, Mountain deserves our 
warmest cougratulations, I may add that Mr. Mountain’s fish was taken with paste 
made from new bread and a little Sponge cake, He used three yards of stained gut 
and one yard of annealed steel wire, and fished with a pellet of kneaded bread for 
ledger. The place was baited with bread and bran on the two previous nights,— 
THOMAS Forp, 

Avon (Ringwood.) 

The river here is in very good condition considering the long drought we have 
had, and the knights of the rod have been having some capital sport, which will 
considerably add to those beautiful Specimens set up in cases, Mr, Jennings sending 
up a very fine roach weighing 211b., and five grayling weighing 74lb, Mr. Barring- 
ton has been very successful with the jack, and is having set up a brace of perch, 
tbe finest that have been seen for some time; Mr. Baxter landing some nice trout 
in splendid condition, weighing from 13lb. to 3lb. The trout here are more plentiful 
this year than they have been for some time.—GRAYLING, Aug, 25, - 
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Bure (Norwich). 

A very large catch of bream has been had on one of the Broads—upwards of 
twenty stone, I am informed, between three rods—whilst on the river things go on 
as usual, plenty of fish always, and here and there fine specimens of all sorts are 
caught. The season is very favourable for this stream, and all are busy.—RoBerr 


Mou. 
Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


The water still remains very low, and little fishing is being done. Anglers are 
still waiting for the fresh to bring up the sea-trout and put the river in fishing 
order. The heavy rain we had on Wednesday last, the 17th inst., only brought 
down a few inches of water, which soon ran out. The best flies are J enny Spinner 
and Iron Dun, and the trout are rising at them freely. Should we thave the long 
looked for spate now, or during the early part of September, a visit to Coquet is sure 
to be productive of good sport.—HARpy Brorumrs, Aug. 24th, 

Chichester. 

Rain fell heavily in this district on Saturday, and now the weather is cool and 
bright. Last week I visited a well-known trout stream in East Sussex. The water 
was clouded and coming down in fair quantity. Three hours’ worming gave no 
result. I did not even see a fish, and on inquiry of the farm labourers where the 
trout had got to, the reply was, “There bean’t none,” Iam afraid this is the fact, 
and that in the drought the streams have been laded out. From the RotherI hear 
of some excellent dace and roach; and from the Ouse, in a 12lb, basket of fish, the 
smallest scaled over 4lb., the largest 1lb, 6oz. The tidal waters of the Adur and 
Arun are affording sport among the roach in the upper reaches, and at the harbours 
bass are numerous. I have not heard of anything exceeding 2lb. being taken, 
Within the past two days the water has fined down very much, and is even too 
bright, Chichester canal is in fair order. The small fry give plenty of sport ; 
but nothing worth record has come under my notice the past week.—Guo, F, 
SALTER, Aug, 25, 

Derwent (Ambergate). 

The Derwent is low, but in fair condition for fly-fishing, and grayling and trout 
have risen well early and late during the week. Mr, Eaton, Mr, Alfrey, and Mr, J. 
Musgrave each took good baskets of trout and grayling from the Whatstandwell 
length, principally with the Ash Dun, on Saturday, the former having several very 
fine ones, Bottom-fishers haye had a bad time of it, the hot weather being dead 
against their method. Weather bright and warm, and no appearance of a change, 
Prospects, except with the fly, very discouraging.—AMBER Dun, Aug. 25, 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

The streams of the Midlands were not much affected by the last rains, less prob- 
ably than those of any other district, as rain fell all over the United Kingdom. The 
maximum fall south and east appears to have been over two inches, whilst here in 
Derbyshire —a county usually classed with Devonshire as the recipients of more rain 
than other counties between Cornwall and the border line—we have had about half 
ap inch, For the past three months the fall is less than one inch, and though this 
is so, the streams and rills draining the pictureque vales of the district of the Peak 
are not so low as those in localities more favoured in the recent rains. Our minia- 
ture mountains are full of stored moisture, the rind may be scorched to a 
burnt sienna hue; but the fact remains that the heart and core are full of 
water—full well-nigh to their towering craggy summits. This rich eternal never- 
failing store feeds the springs at their base, which are always crystal clear and icy 
cool, The sulphate and carbonate of lime present in the water clarifies the rock- 
strewn beds of the water courses, With water pure and clear, and with the bright 
sun’s rays playing upon and through the liquid gleaming like lightning on a 
mirror, it isnot surprising that the fish are left practically alone. After sundown 
the fish rise on most evenings very well ; occasionally more fishermen on the water 
Mr, Campbell Evans has taken a few fish during the evening rise from the Birds- 
grove length with the fly. One can walk ten miles and more on the banks of the 
Dove without coming across a single follower of “Old Izaak.” —Foster Bros., Ash- 


bourne, 
Eden (Carlisle). 

Night anglers continue to have fair sport among the herlings, baskets of about a 
Score being common enough. It is strange that these fish are taking so much better 
in the Eden than the Esk. I hear great complaints of the fish between Longtown 
and the metal bridge. Some good practical hands have had to be content with a 
couple of fish, or even less, as the result of two or three hours’ fishing. Mr, E. H, 
Budd killed a nice fresh-run salmon of 91b. last Saturday in this water, and had a 
short struggle with another on Monday. How clever some people can be! In the 
Field of August 13 a correspondent, who writes from the upper districts of the 
Eden, says that poaching has increased to an alarming extent since the watching of 
the district has been taken out of the hands of the chief constable, The fact is, 
that the chief has still the entire management in his own hands, and the water 
bailiffs are exactly the same men with the same active inspector as they have been 
fora long time. After such a glaring blunder, the ery of “Wolf!” from Appleby 
or Kirkby-Stephen is not likely to be listened to in the future,— SILVER-GREY, 
Aug. 25. 

, Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing very good. During the week there has been some first-class sport. 
Fishermen with their parties go out for a few hours, and return with from 30ib. to 
40lb, of fish of various kinds ; the most plentiful just now are bream, codling, 
whiting, pout, and pollack. There are scores of boats here, and it appears to be a 
general thing with them, not one boat catching a quantity and others none, but 
each having a good catch, The boats may be seen dotted about the coast from 
Watermouth to Bull Point, a distance of five miles ; and judging from the quantity 
of fish they bring in, I should say the coast must be lined with them just now. 
Visitors fishing with rod and line from the rocks and pier have had very good sport is 
one gentleman caught a fine ling from off the pier weighing about 201b, Prospects 
very good ; weather fine, with light westerly winds.—H, ComnEr, 4 

Idle (Notts). 

Angling in the river has improved markedly since the rains, and baskets have 
been very good. Between Tiln and’ Mattersey there have:been several good takes, 
and from the Ean, in the neighbourhood of Scotter, got upwards of 301b., and 
another over 201b. The fish were chiefly roach, dace, and chub, Early in the week 
four anglers from Retford caught 130 fish, chiefly roach, running from d1b, to 121b., 
and some small pike have been taken from the same water, A pike, 34lb., was also 
killed between Bolham and Broomhouse, There has not been much doing with 
trout of late. The water near to Gamston seems to be deserted just now, and anglers 
fancy the fish have gone to the deeper swims lower down. This stream evidently 
requires a good flushing, for it is not only weedy, but the weeds are now filthy, A 
well-known angler grassed three trout last week here.—Aug, 25, 

Lea (Tottenham), 

On Saturday evening last Mr. Ridley, when fishing for roach with tight-drawn 
gut line, hooked, and succeeded in landing, a fine bream weighing 43!b, The 
gudgeon have been feeding freely during the week, and those anglers who have gone 
in for these toothsome little fellows have been counting their catches by the dozen, 
Several jack have been taken by Messrs. Cater, Dodd, and Passmore, but none of any 
size worth recording, The roach are on the surface in large numbers, and a few 
good ones have been taken with the fly ; but the duckweed somewhat interferes 
with this style of fishing just at present. A good pushof water is badly wanted, 
I wish I could say there were signs of its coming,—HAcKLEs Rep, 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 

Piscatorial pursuits have been carried on in these waters during the past week 
without any noteworthy feature to chronicle. The river is again running low and 
clear, and the catches on the whole have been light. Rodsters are longing for good 
downpour, and until the river is running bank-high, there appears no prospect of 
heavy sport, In the club preserves, various haits have been tried, but no heavy 
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baskets made. The most successful sport has been met with at dusk, at which time 
roach and perch have been well on the feed. Rain is badly wanted to clear the 
bottoms of the refuse and pollution which finds its way from the Derby sewers.— 
G. RoperTs Brown, 

Leicester, 

The sultry weather which we have had for a long period, still continues, and 
certainly is anything but favourable for angling. The rivers and streams are 
extremely low, and from the district of Barrow-on-Soar there is serious alarm, con- 
sequent on the continued drought, The Leicester Angling Society, which of late 
years has largely added to its stretch of waters, are now endeavouring to stock their 
waters with trout, and have made the arrangements for the purchase of 2,000 fish. 
The first consignment, of close upon a hundred, will arrive at the West Bridge, 
Leicester, on Saturday morning from the reservoir at Thornton, and will be taken to 
that part of the society’s waters known as the Parting Pool, and will be transferred 
to the waters at half-past twelve. The lot are two years trout. Lately the best 
baskets that have come under notice are those of Mr. J. White, who took 9b. of roach 
from the New Bridges part of the river Sour, Mr, Hobbs had one chub, 41b. 1040z., 
and one jack 24lb.; Messrs, Pratt, Pinnock, Harrison, Barrows, and others were to 
the fore with good lots of roach, several of which were over 1lb. ; Mr. C. Horton 
took one chub, 2lb., and several smaller ones with the Wasp Grub. Considering the 
state of the weather, the waters near a are well up and clear.—ALBERT. 

ole. 

Sport at the Esher and Claremont Fishery last week-end and on Sunday was 
fairly good, although the bream especially were not feeding so well as might have 
been expected after the recent rains, Probably matters will improve when the 
water settles, the Mole undoubtedly having many peculiarities of itsown. On the 
21st, W. Robbins and J, Deplidge (Brunswick Piscatorials) had five and two bream 
respectively, going 101b. 202, and 5lb. 8hoz.; Mr.,Josephs, sen. (Golden Carp), three 
bream, about 841b. ; Josephs, jun., one, about 3lb. ; Mr. Harris (Prince Arthur), one, 
141b. ; Mr. Aitchison (Blackfriars), one, 211b.; Mr. Sartain (Camden), one, 141b. ; 
andseveral other similar takes. During the week a gentleman had 15lb, of bream ; 
and several good jack, and a nice lot of roach, some exceeding 1lb, in weight, have 
been taken since Monday ; but it is a fact that not more than one-half the takes 
during the week are known to—LOBWoRM. 

Ouse (Brandon). 

My report this week will only confirm that in your paper of last week— 
viz., all anglers visiting this water, in order to get good sport, must see for their own 
interest for sport the landlord at the Ram Hotel, who always has baited swims, 
and must be fished from the boat. —— Fewy, Bsq., 55, Tregunter-road, South 
Kensington, London, on Tuesday last, with the landlord, took 157 roach and perch, 
largest roach 131lb., in all a splendid show ; Dr, Waters, Brandon, took (trawling) 
thirty-six perch—largest, 23lb. Twenty decent pike-a gentleman from Norwich 
took, with several roach and dace, and one salmon-trout 2lb. This fish was sent to 
his club-house, Norwich. Every angler is doing well, even the juverniles (natives) 
are doing wonders. Should any anglers pay this place a visit, Tam certain, with 
the landlord’s advice, they will do well.—J. 0. GrorGn, Aug, 22, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The continuation of hot weather is all against fishing, for neither roach nor bream 
feed much. From what I have been informed, a few bream were taken against the 
sewer on the evening of the 24th, and a.few roach the following morning. I think 


anglers had better go in for perch, for great numbers are seen frequently on the 


feed, and I know there are an abundance of good ones in the river, for it does not 
matter what part, they appear to be plentiful. Prospects fair.—H. Rout. 

Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 

Rivers low and brooks almost empty—in fact, the mills are compelled to stop 
until there is the weight of water to work them in the pound ; above they cannot 
work more than six or eight hours per day for want of water, yet the anglers per- 
severe night and morning, and a few takes are reported. Mr. B. Smith and friends 
have taken a few grayling with the gentle. A. V. Holland a few dozen of dace on 
the evening of the 23rd; the dace are in great quantities upon the fords, but they 
run small, on account of the net-men sweeping them out so often. The Red ant, 
Cochybondhu, and‘Black Midge are theibest for dace ; the Black andjRed; Palmers for 
the chub, dressed large. I should use the Pale Blue, Sky Blue, and Hare’s Har for 
grayling.—J. A. GRIFFIN, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The last two or three days have been very bright and hot, and have brought the 
river to the same low state as hitherto. Nothing of importance has come to hand, 
fly-fishing being nearly over for the season. I hear Mr, Hughes had on sale early in 
the week two very fine trout and some good pike. Lam rather curious to know how 
he captured the former, when nearly all our local anglers, on account of the low 


- state of the water, fail to take anything of note. Anglers are patiently waiting for 


a rise in the water, and bottom fishing will then be in full swing ; but uutil that 
comes, very poor sport will be obtained. I have heard nothing more of the netting 
question, but do not yet despair of doing so. Surely some one will take the matter 
up.—PiscAToR, Aug. 25th. 

Trent (Lincolnshire). 

The agers of this past week have been some of the highest of the season. Fish- 
ing, in consequence, has been more or less at a standstill. A few roach have been 
taken at Knaith, and a few bream nearer the town. Hoxey has yielded some excel- 
lent sport amongst the carp, bream, and perch. Some locals visited Carlton-on- 
Trent on Wednesday. Barbel, eels in abundance, and flounders responded. One 
gentleman secured a large basket of flounders.—RopsTnr. 


Trent (Nottingham). 

The Trent in this district remains in much the same condition as when I last 
wrote, Barbel anglers are still displaying considerable activity, and several heavy 
takes have been reported. On Saturday, in the weir field at Holme, Mr. Green and 
his son bagged nearly 501b. of fish ; and on Monday, Mr. H., Parr, another subscriber, 
hadat least 301b. On Tuesday, at Weston, Mr. R. Brown and friend, of Nottingham, 
caught 65lb., including thirteen barbel; and on the following day, fishing with 
Mr. Wood, the lessee, the two took fifteen, besides some chub and dace. Messrs. T. 
Burgoyne, A. Fewkes, W. H. Cooper, and W, Hall also fared well, especidlly the last 
named. On Wednesday, J. Theaker, the well-known professional, attended on 
Messrs. Forman and Jalland in the Colwick length, and these gentlemen killed 
884lb., mostly barbel. Mr, Forman took six fish in seven swims, and on five occasions 
the two had hold together. Some very good dace have been got bottom-fishing in 
the Barton length. More barbel were brought down from Weston and Shardlow 
on Thursday.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


: Tyne. 

Notwithstanding the rain which fell citely’ this river is as bright as ever. Good 
sport is being had, however, by patient and skilled anglers. On Saturday, Messrs, 
Armstrong and Watson, of the Izaac Walton Angling Association, had two dozen, 
and one dozen dace respectively. On the same date I noticed several anglers with 
good takes, the most noteable being one of two dozen dace and trout, caught by fly- 
fishing. Others varied from half a dozen to one and a half dozen dace. At-Tyne- 
mouth the visitors and residents are making it warm for the fish, which are 
succumbing in large numbers daily. The reservoirs at Whittle Dene are giving 
very poor sport, the water being run low. Last night (Wednesday) an angler at 
Leamington took three dozen splendid dace with wasp grub.—F ARI. © 


Witham. 

I hear of some capital doings of late at Old Leake, near Boston. Anangler reports 
that one day last week he got 3st. of splendid roach and bream, and 32lb. next 
morning before breakfast. This was from the drain there, and he also says the sea- 
water has got in at F'rieston and spoilt the fishing there. This is in consequence of 
the drains being so low. Good sport is also reported all along the Witham. Excel- 
lent takes have been made at Stamp End, Fiye Mile’House, Dogdyke, &c, At Dog- 





dyke an angler caught roach as fast as he could bait, and got upwards of 2st. in a 
very short time. At Washingborough some good pike have been taken, and a large 
one or two are said to have broken away. The best secured was 34lb, The Brace- 
bridge water has yielded some good chub, taken with lobworm as well as gentles ; 
and one angler’s basket contained several 14lb., taken with cheese paste. A nice 
basket of trout was recently taken from the Marston reach by a Grantham gentle- 
man, and trout have been taken from Ponton and Stoke waters, Grantham sports- 
men have been doing well of late on Denton Reservoir, a grand sheet of water about 
four miles out of town. A week ago Mr. Bradley took upwards of 2st. of bream. 
Perch are just now affording capital sport on this water, and it is reported as con- 
taining plenty of fish of all sorts.—L., Aug. 25. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Although a very heavy thunderstorm passed over this district last Thursday , the 
rivers are, if anything, lower than ever ; in fact, nothing less than two days’ inces- 
sant rain will produce any effect, as the ground is so thoroughly parched, For 
evening fishing, the small Red Ant, Poult Bloa, and Sea Swallow have proved the 
best killers ; but even these have only accounted for a brace or two of fish. If only 
a good fresh comes down, we shall soon have some good sport with the grayling.— 


F. M. WALBRAN, 
Whitadder (Ellemford). 

Since my last report there have been occasional showers, sufficient only to impede 
harvest operations, but too little to bring a flood, It is tantalising to see the rain 
stop, when, if it had continued for a few hours longer, it would have brought the 
river down. There has not been much done with the trout this last week, although 
a few good ones have been, taken. The principal proprietor of land in this district is 
Mr. John Turnbull, of Abbey-street, Bathaus, who has eight miles of water. That 
gentleman kindly gives permission to all gentlemen to fish the whole of his water, 
except a small portion adjoining his house and private grounds. Tickets are given 
by his keeper, Mr. James Shiel, of Abbey-street, Bathaus, free of cost. The fish have 
saved themselves for the last two months; but when a flood does come, there will 
be a great slaughter. The barometer has fallen four-tenths since last night : but 
ie that means it is difficult to determine,—R. J. Fanon, Elem Cottage, Dunse, 

ug. 25, 

ye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

The past week has been remarkable for the sport the lower parts of the Derwent 
has afforded, considering the low state of the water. Mr. Senior has again had good 
sport on this water, getting nice baskets of grayling each day he has been down, the 
largest being six brace on Wednesday. The local hands have been having good sport 
in the evenings. On the Darley Club water sport has been even better, A gentle- 
man, on Monday, killed seven brace on this water. From the Chatsworth water I 
hear very good accounts ; three and four brace per day. On the Wye fishing is about 
ata standstill. Best flies to use this week are the Apple Green and small Yellow 
Duns, small Black Gnat and Red Spinner. No prospect of rain as yet.—DOTTEREL, 

Yare (Norwich). 

Some remarkably good sport has been had since my last report, especially at 
Buckenham Ferry and at Cantley. At the latter place, Dr. Rye sends me word that 
last Friday host Goldspink caught three and a half stone of bream, the largest 
scaling 51b. 20z., which was sent to Yarmouth for preservation, On the 21st inst., 
two gentlemen staying at Cantley caught upwards of four stone of fine roach, the 
largest weighing 131b.; during this week some very good catches have been had 
here, two and three stone being the usual take. At Buckenham Ferry, Mr. Philip 
Geen is again showing the natives how to catch large roach ; last Friday he suc- 
ceeded in landing forty-eight roach, weighing 49lb., and three bream weighing 10lb. 
On Saturday, he, his two sons, and a friend caught upwards of eight stone of roach 
and bream—these were all taken legering ; the total catch at Buckenham on Satur- 
day was upwards of twelve stone (163lb ) ; since then there have been daily; good 
catches of fine roacb. The salt tides have disappeared, and roach can be had all the 
way down from Brundall to Cantley. At Surlingham Ferry a capital take of bream 


| is reported. I think mention was made of seven stone to the boat ; and higher up 


the stream as far as Norwich, anglers have been busy, and mostly with success. 
There seems every prospect of good sport continuing.—ROBERT Mo.uu. 


SS 


A NEW FISH FARM. 


Mr. Wiitram Bureess, the well-known manufacturer of pheasant and fish 
food, and patentee of guns, traps, &c., which have brought him prominently 
before the sporting community, has just completed a fish culture establishment. 
The farm is situated at Malvern Wells, where a series of ponds have been 
formed for Salinonide fry, yearlings, and matured fish. Some of the ponds 
have an area of 48 yards by 22, and a depth of 6ft., so that one may judge of 
their accommodative capacity. The hatchery, which is a substantial brick 
structure, is capable of turning out five million baby fry, and as the ova will be 
collected not only from British waters bat also from abroad, it may be con- 
fidently anticipated that the hatching-boxes will receive nearly the number of 
ova stated. A reservoir for the purpose of replenishing the ponds in times of 
dearth has been made, which will be called into requisition for coarse fish 
culture, in addition to the ponds already prepared for their reception, for Mr. 
Burgess intends to devote his attention to them as well as to salmon and trout. 
The ponds already contain a goodly number of fish, including landlocked 
salmon, Canadian salmon, common trout, and Severn salmon. These latter are 
being kindly reared by Mr. Burgess on behalf of the Severn Fishery Board, 
who hatched them out this season for repopulating purposes. 








(Ee 


IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LouGH MELVIN.—Very little sport to be reported this week, for the 
weather was so hot and bright last week that fish could-not be got to look at any- 
thing ; and I have heard of but five salmon being taken on the Erne. Most of the 
anglers have given up fishing until we get a change of weather and plenty of rain, 
when ieally good spurt will be had, as the river is full of fish, and they are only 
waiting for the rain to freshen up the water. While the breeze lasted in the early 
part of the week the trout-fishing on Lough Melvin was first-class, and splendid 
baskets were taken. Capt. Greer, in three days, killed 65, averaging 1b. each. 
Several other good baskets were also taken.—M. ROGAN, JUN,, Ballyshannon, Co. 
Donegal, Aug. 24. 





SS 
AN 87}LB, SALMoN.—A salmon 8731b. in weight was recently exposed for sale in 
the Central Fish Market, Farringdon-road. It was of the male persuasion, or what 
is known in the Canny North amongst fishermen as an “ eke.” It had “doffed” its 
scales, and was gradually becoming a kind of mulatto or copper colour. It had 
evidently been gaffed, as it displayed a tidy gash in the region of its tail. The 
monster was taken onthe Tay, on Mr, Dunn's water. 


Fonp or Fisuinc.—* Father,” said the farmer’s boy, as he rested on his hoe, 
“ they say the fish bite first-rate now.” ‘No, do they?” responded the old man, 
“ Well, you go on an’ finish this patch o’ corn and I’ll skip down to the creek an’ see 
what kind o’ luck [I'll have.” 


Tue Cow.—Wife : Now that you have boughta cow, who will milk it? Husband : 
Oh! he says the calf does that, So we'll have all the milk we want.—Life. 
SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools, 

Waterpruof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger's system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Hsq.)—for patterns, prices, and instructions foc self-measurement, apply to 
T. 8, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVARPOOL, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


ANNAN.—Very little impression has been made on this river by the recent rains. 
The fishing, however, is good all round. Ata special meeting of the Police Com- 
missioners held last week in the Town-hall, it was resolved to recommend that the 
next town council meeting grant free fishing in the river to the inhabitants of the 
town. It is expected that this step will end in a lawsuit between the Burgh of 
Annan and Mr. MacKenzie, of Newbie, the present proprietor of the river fishings. 
The inhabitants maintain they possess the right to a certain part of the river by 
virtue of a Royal Charter granted by James V., and afterwards confirmed by his 
successor, James VI, The subject has been for years a prominent question in the 
town council. Now itis probably about to reach a stage that will form an important 
page in the burgh’s history.—GLOBE-TROTTER, 

Assynt Locus, Locuinver.—Aug. 18, Mr. Adam, Culag Loch, eighteen trout, 
7qlb.; Mr. Noyes, Manse Loch, two sea-trout, 41b.; Mr. Wilson, Loch Fewn, one 
trout, 24lb., and seventy-two trout, 24lb. Aug. 19, Mr. Almond, Kirkaig, one salmon, 
741b.; Mr. Adam, Loch Beannoch, thirty-six trout, 8lb. Aug. 20, Mr. Wright, 
Veattie stream, thirty-four trout, 12lb.; Mr. Cleay, Manse Loch, four sea-trout, 61b. ; 
Mr. D, B, Maitland, Kirkaig, one salmon, 5}lb,; Mr. Adam, Loch Fewn, thirty-four 
trout, 13lb. On Inver Dr. Mackenzie got four salmon, and Mr. Knox one sea-trout, 
23lb., and a beautiful basket of brown trout.—A NORTHERN PISCATOR, 

DEE AND Don.—Both these rivers low down are literally alive with sea-trout and 
finnocks, There isa prospect of a splendid angling after the 26th inst., when the 
nets will be finally off for the season. Very many aud very heavy fish are now 
about the bays near the mouth of the Dee and the Don. At Don mouth on Monday 
morning there was got the best take of salmon ever known (locally) within the 
memory of man, A little drop of fresh water came down the river, and the fish 
rushedup. The netsmen hada vigorous time—got eight cartloads of fish (weighing 
about six thensand pounds), chiefly made up of from 25 to 30-pounders. With so 
many fish about, won't there be a grand angling time after Saturday (to-day), if we 
have one or two good showers to swell the rivers a bit— JAMES REBECCA. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—A good many herling have been caught during the past week 
in the Nith and Annan and the tributaries of those streams, although the water is 
not by any means overstocked with them, or in good fishing condition. One angler 
had fifteen in the Nith the other night ; while another had a dozen on two con- 
secutive days. In the Annan fish of all kinds seem to be taking well. Of course, 
the worm is chiefly used, as the heavy showers have discoloured the waters, if they 
have not raised them to any great extent. I was in the Canonbie distriet the other 
day and met several gentlemen from the South, who have been doing wonderfully 
well in the Esk after sundown. 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—Notwithstanding the recent copious supply of thunder 
and rain, the river still continues very low. In the Canonbie waters of the Esk and 
Liddle, capital sport was had after the rains of last week. Several anglers have 
landed two and three dozen whiting, in addition to fair catches of sea-trout and 
burn-trout. In the Willow Pool, a few nights ago, Mr. Bagshaw and daughter, 
who are staying at Marsh House, had sixty whiting between them in the middte of 
the day with small fly ; Mr. David Edgar had twenty whiting and a number of sea- 
trout ; Mr. Tom Graham had twenty whiting and some yellow trout ; Mr. George 
Goodfellow landed seventeen whiting during an evening’s fishing; Mr. Walter 
Scott, of Langholm, had a salmon 141b. in the Willow Pool, one 15lb. im the 
Cauldron, one grilse of 4lb., and a number of sea-trout and whiting also 
succumbed to Mr. Scott’s superior manipulation of the rod. Among successful 
anglers in the Canonbie waters may be mentioned Mr. Yates, Woodslee; Mr. J. B- 
Park, March Bank ; Mr. Fairbairn, Wocdslee ; Messrs. Wm. Armstong and A. Porteous 
Rowanburn, and Mr, Wm. Graham, the celebrated fly-dresser, also of Rowanburn. 
An immense shoal of whiting has been seen in the Canonbie portion of the river, 
and when the long-expected flood shows up grand sport is expected. In anticipation 
of the approaching salmon season proper, a great number of anglers have taken up 
their quarters in Langholm and Canonbie, and good records may now be looked for. 
Up tothe present, despite the drought, fair sport has been had, and salmon, grilse, 
sea-trout, whiting, and yellow trout, especially whiting and sea-trout, have not been 
surpassed, either in quantity or quality, for many years. Night-fishing still con- 
tinues ; but sea-trout and whiting are now taking better in the daytime, especially 
when a good wind bows from the west and ruffles the streams. ‘The Eden is also cry- 
ing for more water—about 4{t. would not come amiss. Below Carlisle, when the 
mud has been stirred up by the sewers, some good hauls have been made with the 
fly. Mr, Slater, on two occasions, landed forty fish ; and Mr. E. H. Budd, of London, 
who is staying at the Metal Bridge, is making good baskets—GLOBE TROTTER. 

LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel).—Aug. 16th, Mr, Northcote, Garbet 
More, 4 sea-trout, 3lb.; Prof. Chrystal, Garbet Beg, 5 sea-trout, 41b.; Messrs. 
Bateson, Loch Inchard, 15 lythe, beaviest 7lb., and 3 cod, heaviest 53lb.; Mr. 
Fleming, Loch Na Caillach, 8 sea-trout, 8lb, Aug. 17th, Mr. Turner, Garbet Beg, 
3 sea-trout, 5lb.; Prof. Chrystal, Loch Na Fiacal, 24 brown trout; Mr. J. Bateson, 
Lochs No. II. and IIL, 28 brown trout, 94lb.; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, 1 pipe 
fish, 17 crabs, and 5 cod, heaviest 114lb. Aug. 18th, Prof. Chrystal, Garbet Beg, 15 
sea-trout, 191b,; Mr. Turner, Garbet Beg, 7 sea-trout, 83lb.; Mr. J. Bateson, Loch 
Skeiracha, 12 sea-trout, 8}lb.; Messrs, E.and Mr. H. Bateson, Loch No. IL, 51 brown- 
trout, 12lb.; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, 1 lobster and 11 crabs. Aug. 19, Mr. 
Turner, Garbet Beg, 6sea-trout, 51b, ; Messrs, J.and R. H. Bateson, Lochs IT.andIIL., 45 
brown-trout, 1531b. ; Mr, Maitland, Loch Inchard, 5 cod, heaviest 161b., 1 lobster, and 9 
crabs. Aug. 20, Prof. Chrystal, Garbet Beg, 6 sea-trout ; Messrs. J. and M. H. Bateson, 
Lochs No, If. and III., 46 brown-trout, 121b. ; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, 5 lobsters 
and 3 cod, heaviest 12lb. Aug. 22nd, Mr. H. Bateson, Loch No. 1IL., 50 brown-trout, 
17lb,; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, 40 cod, heaviest 25lb., and 1 ling, 181b. ; Messrs. 

x, and J. Bateson, Loch Skeiracha, 4 sea-trout, heaviest idib.; Rev. T. H. Belcher, 
Loch No. L., 27 brown-trout, 81b.—W, WALLACE. 

Locu AWE, ARGYLLSHIRE (Portsonachan Hotel).—Mr, Stanley Mappin, of 
London, fishing on Loch Awe, from Portsonachan Hotel, on Tuesday, had a salmon 
of 7lb.—T. CAMERON, j 
_ Loca SHIN, &., Larrc; SUTHERLANDSHIRE,—During the wee.« the weather has 
been dull, and sometimes rather cold, The takes on the various loch $ Were not up to 
expectation, probably owing to the cold winds, On account of being Unable to learn 
‘the names of the various anglers, only a few are given :—On the 8th inst., on Loch 
Crakail, Mr. Terry, 7 trout, 3lb. ; 15th, Loch Beannoch, Major Banantyr ‘¢ and friend, 
trout, 331b. ; 16th, Loch Shin, 36 trout, 1641b.; 16th, Loch Beannoch, Capt. John- 
ston, 6 trout, 3lb. ; 17th, Loch Shin, 23 trout. 1941b, ; 23rd, Loch Shin, M.". and Mrs, 
Rose, 14 trout, 431b. ; 24th, Loch Craggie, for a few hours, Capt. Waldro, 7 and Mr. 
Menzies, 16 trout. An unusually large number of visitors are at present sti ‘Y0g at 
the hotel, as well as in private houses in the village, and all the boats ara oys."¥ day 
employed. =D. CAMPBELL, Aug. 24, 7 i i 

OCHMAREE Horen.—Since last report the followi i i 4 
fale cakien a4 gentlemen out from this nee sare pin ae et oe ib; 
neh ee ate hac a, Beh a nine trout, 631b. Aug. 10, My. Hamilton, | 
rig 115M. Peas eae) meee 3lb.; Mr, Penmann, seven trout, 641b, 
Perdis ’ OR MINE b.; Dr. and Mrs. Scott, seven trout, 441b. ; Mr, 
aamiton, seven trout, 831b.; Mr. Dunsmore, five trout, 34lb. Aus. 12 Messrs 
biel an me e ces nineteen sea-trout, 17}lb.; Mr. Dunsmore, seven sea-trout, 5lb. ; 
vert RARE ELE Mn D trout, 43lb, Aug. 13, Messrs. Hamilton and Rhoades, six- 
Tay ) HK: a - -unsmore, six sea-trout, 8lb.; Capt. White, three sea-trout, 
aed Pr ae oh aie and Rhoades, eleven trout, 111b, ; Mr. Dunsmore, 

e lb. ; Capt. . a 
Honby, six trout, Silb—'h S: A Rela sea-trout, 43lb.; Messrs, Penmann and 
ALULL (Bunessan Hotel).—The following es : i 
Assopal :—On ‘the 12th a! Mr. Charles Phillipe hab eeclccatig Co SO 
‘Aare oe ‘on the 13th inst., Mr. Charles Phillips, 10 sea-trout and 9 yellow 
Ohesios Phillips, 9c ney. Dr. Kerr, Glasgow, 4 sea trout and 10 yellow trout; Mr. 
S, 9 Sga.trout and 10 yellow trout; Messrs, Berrie and Richie, Edin- 





burgh, 16 trout. On the 16th inst., Messrs. Berrie and Richie, 8 sea-trout. On the 
17th inst., Messrs. Berrie and Richie, 8 sea-trout and 14 yellow trout. On the 19th 
inst., Messrs. White and Robinson, London, 9 sea-trout and 26 yellow trout.—JOHN 
CAMPBELL, Aug. 20. 

Pass or MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel),—The weather during the past 
week has been rather fine for anglers; but some very fair dishes of trout were 
brought in. Catch for week, 873. The moors here are affording capital sport, good 
bags being secured all round._JoHN MCFADYEN, 

STENNESS (ORKNEY, SCOTLAND).—The weather still continues cold and disagree- 
able, which is proving very detrimental to successful fly-fishing. A few fair baskets 
have been made during the week, but mostly with minnow. On Thursday, Mr. 
Henderson, Dundee, succeeded in killing a loch trout with fly, weighing 53lb., and, 
on Tuesday Mr. Spence caught a sea-tront weighing 4}1b. To-day the weather is 
mild and genial. NORSEMAN. 

Srry.—Yor the past fortnight angling matters have been a significant affair in the 
lives of sportsmen. Now that the excitement of the twelfth has been engrafted 
into the ordinary everyday life, angling is receiving a share of the patronage of 
sportsmen, Now and again some good catches are being recorded amongst salmon 
and grilse. Trouting is also doing fairly well. In the present state of the water it 
requires very great care to angle successfully. Light tackle is the most essential 
for fishing, even in\the ripple,as the water isso small and clear. On a visit for tackle 
the other day to the shop of Messrs. Stuart and Son, Aberlour, I learned that they 
were extremely busy turning out rods and tackle of every description. This firm 
has been deservedly coming to the front in the fishing-tackle line, They have also 
several orders for line driers. In this branch also they have made a good stride since 
the head of the firm made the first one between 40 and 50 years ago. From the above 
there appears to be a prospect of good angling yet.—ANGLER. 

TWEED, TEVIOT, AND OTHER BoRDER RIVERS.—The partisans of the rod and line 
are still in a state bordering on despair, as the rivers are yet in a most deplorable 
state of filth and dirt, the congregation of the decaying organic matter and other 
vegetable substances in the rivers being still on the increase, and what manner of 
flood it will take to cleanse the beds of streams it is impossible to tell. The weather 
here is of the finest description imaginable, and the glass shows every indication of 
a prolongation of the same. The successive showers of rain which fell at intervals 
last week had the effect of raising the Tweed and Teviot about 2in., not more ; and 
although this has by no means satisfied the angling fraternity, yet it had the effect 
of making the trout rise a little more freely at the fly during the time the rise 
lasted. Old anglers on the Tweed in this district say it is many a long year since 
they remember the rivers rnnning so continuous and long at so very low an ebb. 
Reports from all other districts, too, are of the same character, and no wonder that 
the disciples of old Izaak are dispirited and heart-sick of their daily non-success on 
the various streams. Still, strangely enough, now and again, a good, fair basket is 
got, but those who go out every day must surely hit upon the “rise”; but, in all 
goodness, anglers must have had some patience during the past two months, and, 
if we prophesy aright, they will have to still persevere in that commodity. But 
one never can tell with this treacherous, changeable climate of ours. We may be 
treated to a week’s rain soon, and it may begin to come down in less than 24 
hours, and I wish it may, and so say all my brother anglers.—MAx WHEEL. Kelso, 
Aug, 24. 

YrHAN, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms Hotel).—Since last week’ 
report angling prospects have not made any material improvement, doubtless due to 
the unnatural state of the weather. Baskets for the week ranged from 5lb. to 14lb. 
The following gentlemen fished the waters during the week :—Col. Hunter, Tillery ; 
Mr. Bristow, London; Messrs. Mackay, Milne, Durward, Beattie, Aberdeen; Rev. 
Mr, Hawkins and Rey. Mr. Anton, Dysart.—YTHAN, Aug, 22, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


SUDDEN v. LINGERING DEATH FOR FISH. 

S1r,—In Devonshire, where on most of the streams it is rare to get a fish above 
i1b., I have always killed my trout by putting the forefinger of the right hand, nail 
downwards, into the mouth, placing the top of the thumb firmly just behind the 
head, and giving the top of the head a sudden turn backwards, whilst the thumb is 
at the same moment pressed sharply downwards. This kills the fish instantly by 
dislocating the spine. Larger trout (and other fish) may be dispatched in the same 
way if the precaution is taken of placing a handkerchief over the finger inserted in 
the mouth to protect it from the teeth. 

Another hint which may be useful to some of your readers has regard to the 
straightening of casts before use. A piece of thin indiarubber effects this admirably. 
Dip the cast in the stream and then, doubling the indiarubber, draw the gut slowly 
through from end to end onceortwice. Ihavefound coarse casts yield to this treat- 
ment when it is repeated two or three times at short intervals.—I am, &c., 

Rusty Rep. 

[ We fancy we hear a great many readers cry ‘“ Chestnut”; but they must remem- 
ber we are continually getting new subscribers to whom these hints are often 
useful.—ED |] 5 . 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE MAILS. : 

Sr1r.—In the GAZETTE of the 6th I observe a letter from ‘“ Correspondent” 
regarding the coaches which run from and to Lairg daily, which is misleading. The 
mail-cars are not the only nor the best means of travelling for tourists to the North, 
as they are mostly one-horse machines, and besides are rendered uncomfortable by 
the number of Parcel Post baskets they carry. To Lochinver there are passenger 
coaches daily by Messrs. Gray and Murray, which are unusually well-horsed and 
comfortable. To Tongue there is a passenger coach every alternate day, run by the 
hotel-keepers on the route. The fares on these are as low as the mail-cars, while 
there is greater comfort,—I am, &c., ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT, 


A VORACIOUS EEL. 

Srr,—Ini this week’s issue your correspondent, “L.,” describes an instance of 
cannibalism in the eel which recently came under his notice. Perhaps it would 
interest him to know that a similar incident was related in the Wield, 22nd April, 
1876, page 457, by Mr. Stanley, Ponsonby Hall, Carnforth, who found floating dead 
in a pond an eel 131b, with the tail of a smaller one projecting about 4in. out of its 
mouth. No doubt the larger one was killed by suffocation, having swallowed the 
smaller one head foremost. 

A friend who has just returned from the Isle of Wight informs me that he 
witnessed the capture of a small conger eel under peculiar circumstances. It was 
taken out of the water in a dying state, being partially choked with a stone the 
size of a walnut.—I am, Xc., GIANT, 


WHY DO NOT THE TROUT FEED? 

g —Can any of your readers give any information as to the reason that trout 

SIR, been much on the feed the last two months? Is it owing to the heat and 
have nov 1?) [have been out several times fishing at a mill tail where there are 
want of rai. from 2 to 51b., and have tried them with nearly all description of bait, 
a great many. ‘ves and colours, spinning with natural and artificial minnows, &c., 
flies of various s:. port, and I have even used lobworms, Stewart tackle, and single 
but had very little ®, the worms have seen six or eight fish all round the bait, but 
hook, and when using “9 mill nas been stopped and the same mode of fishing 
they would not feed. Ti -~egult, 
adopted, but with no goods; kindly advise what fly is likely to prove successful ? 

Will any of your subscriber. », JT read some years ago of some friends who were 
The mill tail in places is 4ft. dee, “-«ndeayoured to persuade their host (who was a 
going out for a day’s fishing, and . Geclined doing so, On their return he asked 
fisherman) to accompany them. Hs , 2 
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them what sport they had met with. They replied, “ None.” He said, “ I did not 
expect that you would, for my glass showed such an amount of electricity in the 
air that the fish would not feed.” 

Is there any instrument that can be depended upon showing the atmospheric 
disturbance affecting the fish? Hoping that you will not think these inquiries too 
numerous or trivial,—I am, Xc., : A SUBSCRIBER, 

[Certainly not trivial, for why fish of all kinds will not feed, or appear not to 
feed, for days and weeks together is “one of the things which no fellow can under- 
stand,” unless there is seme obvious reason, such as hush from a lead mine or 
poisonous sheep-washing.—ED. | 


ee LINE FOR SEA-TROUT FISHING. 

* Srr,—Will you, or any of your readers, be good enough to let me know which 
make of running-line is the best, in their opinion, for casting and fishing with for 
sea-trout? Your early attention will oblige.—I am, Xc., 

#8, West-road, Lancaster. 





C, G. FRIEND. 


ne 


LOCH SHIN.—OVERSKAIG. 

$1r,—Mr. Campbell begins by saying that “Mr. Tod, in his first letter, doubts 
that Fiag Island is the best part of Loch Shin, and now admits it.” 

Mr. Tod never doubted it; and it is hardly fair to say that he did. I know, and 
have always known, that this is the pick of the loch, possibly long before Mr, Camp- 
bell saw Loch Shin. 

I have my letter before me. I simply quoted Mr. Campbell : “ Thereabouts is the 
best part of the loch.” In no way did I ever hint at it being anything less, What 
I did “hint” at, and not hint in any doubtful terms, was his statement that “ trout 
run large, many wp to 21b, in weight.” Mr. Campbell forgets that I have fished 
Loch Shin and Loch Griam together with many good anglers in their palmy days. 
I feel confident that the readers of the “ £.G.” will follow me when I say that he 
takes rather a weak line as to Loch Griam. I boldly challenged the accuracy of his 
statement that trout on Loch Griam “averaged 21b. ; and you, Sir, put a foot-note 
that “ the printer’s devil was not at fault here,” and hoped that Mr. Campbell would 
explain, &c. This is his explanation—let readers of “F.G.” judge for themselves : 
“TJ do not think I said they averaged 21b. in weight, but that they were about two 
to the pound, and up to 2}1b. I have not got the GAZET?TSH in which the said article 
appeared, but this is the weight.” 

You, Sir, will perhaps, kindly oblige me by referring to Mr. Campbell’s article, 
and simply giving his own figures. If Iam wrong, I would glad/y make amends. 
Why, it was only last year that I pointed out that trout at Overskaig were made to 
average 41b,in “F.G.” In to-day’s issue, Mr. Murdoch says. in his “ Angling in 
Sutherlandshire,” that under very unfavourable circumstances, near Fiag Island (part 
of a day), he got 14 trout, 91b. Ican only say that Loch Griam did not average so 
well as Loch Shin 17 years ago, and I should be really much surprised to find a 
better average than three to the pound all the season round, or even four—and a 
very fair average, too. 

As Mr. Campbell says, “It is not easy to understand what he would be at.” 
“ Facts are chiels that winna ding.” 

I can have no possible desire to throw discredit on Mr. Campbell’s statement ; 
but the fishing seems to me so unlike what I remember it, that I can only conclude 
that, as the years roll on, fishing improves. It is 20 years ago since first I visited 
Loch Shin, and a wee cottage with two stuffy bedrooms was all the accommodation 
at Overskaig, It was a comfortable inn when I was there last. Don’t mistake me ; 


I hope that the inn at Inverskaig may ever flourish. It is, in my opinion, a first- 
rate place for the tourist angler ; but if he and his friends get many trout in Loch 
Shin with fly of 2lb. during a fishing trip I shall be surprised, and if trout really 
average a good half pound in Loch Griam, also with fly, even from a boat, I shall be 
even more surprised. But how about 2/), asan average—for Loch Griam! This, | 
think, is all I can say.—I am, &c., BE. M. Top. 

[Quotation from Mr, D, Campbell's article on “Trout, Zvrox, and Salmon,” which 
appeared May 14 :— 

“Loch Griam, which communicates with Loch Shin by the Garvie, and with 
Loch Merkland by the river Merkland, is 2} miles long, and nearly a mile in breadth. 
The average weight of trout is 2}1b., which are of excellent quality, being more like 
salmon. it also yields Salmo ferox. 

“Loch Merkland is about five miles in length, and } mile in breadth, and as it 
communicates with Loch Griam the trout are similar in weight and quality. The 
average basket on these lochs is 121b, per rod, but an expert angler with favourable 
weather will average 16lb. per day. Much heavier takes are frequently made, and 
a basket of 301b, to a rod is not uncommon, but such is not the rule.”"—ED.] 





RATS AND ROACH. 

Srr,—I notice in your issue of Aug. 6th an acoount (under heading “ Angling In- 
cidents”) of fish being abstracted by rats from a bag on the river bank. 

The circumstances are so similar to what befel a fishing party in North Wales a 
few days prior to seeing the above narrative, that I feel induced to cite them, with 
a view of ascertaining whether a like calamity has been experienced by any of your 
numerous readers and “ brothers of the angle.” 

The party referred to were fishing on private water, by the kind permission of the 
proprietor (a gold medallist at the recent Welsh Eisteddfod). Towards dusk we had 
grassed a score or so of fine roach, and were congratulating ourselves on the sur- 
prise w2 had in store for those at home, little thinking the surprise was for our- 
selves. Shifting our ground to fish another spot, we left the fish on the grass, and 
when, some ten minutes afterwards, one of the party went to creel them before 
packing up, not a fish was to be seen ; all was quict except the rustle of decayed 
leaves disturbed by the scampering away of a huge rat. 

Now, Sir, what I want to know is, Is it possible for rats to take away a score of 
fish in less than half that number of minutes? I must candidly say we never gave 
the rats a thought ; but “ Godfrey Daniel’d! the mean, &c.,” to our hearts’ content, 
—Iam, &z., : + te 

Liverpool. J.H, 

[The common house-rat is as clever and nimble as a London pickpocket, and two 
or three of them would soon get the dead roach into their holes, Is “J. H.” certain 
the “huge rat” was a water-rat, or vole? We suspect it was a house-rat, which are 
often foand on rivers a long distance from mills or houses.—ED. | 





ROACH-FISHING IN ESSEX. 

Srr,—I was spending some few days at a very pretty place in Essex, called Dover- 
court, and, on making inquiries as to fishing, was informed that the only available 
spot for fresh-water fishing was what is called the “Dock River,” This water is 
very shallow at this time of the year, being not more than three or four feet, with 
ten or twelve feet of soft black mud at bottom, which would make it rather 
unpleasant for anyone who may happen to get into it. On account of the mud and 
great quantity of reeds, it is impossible to fish from the bank, so a punt has to be used, 





WATERPROOFS FOR THE MOORS. 





THE IMPROVED 


Waterproof 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. storm Cans for SHOOTING 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. 


WATERPROOF THE INVERNESS FISHING & SHOOTING CAPE 
The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 


CA RT RID GE tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
BAG g, has elastics to put arms through. 


the Moors. 


Zep 


COATS, 


THOROUGHLY 
VENTILATED, 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886. 









A Very Large 
Selection. 
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WATERPROOF 
Waterproof 
Shooting 
Leggings. 






lel ,OUN COVERS ie 


re : . + 















‘ 
Nee ¥ % 
7 i Hig ‘i 
Entered at Stationers’ Hall. ; f (9 , No 
GAME CARRIERS oe INDIARUBBER LEATHER-LINEO 
xen iyey ak x i us NS AR 
Oe SHOOTING BOOTS: 





Nez 


ILLUSTRATED PRICED CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION. 
a 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, AND ANDERSON, 


INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, 


87, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, CITY, LONDON, E.G, cow WOK 


BOW ROAD, E. 
‘And 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


CARTRIDGE BELTS. 


ALWAYS SOFT AND PLIABLE, 
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On visiting the river for the first time, I tied up my punt, and soon had my line out, 
but with no success,’and had all but given up in despair when I thought I would 
paddle up the river a little way, where, to my surprise, I saw the fish jumping out 
of the water in all directions. I was then opposite Dovercourt “ old church.” Aly 
line was again quickly in the water, and I soon hooked a lb. roach, after which I 
took eight eels. i ‘ 
The following day I again visited the same spot, when I succeeded in landing 
eleven roach (5lb. weight) and four eels. My last catch far exceeded all previous 
takes, I having in three hours landed twenty roach, two dace, and six eels—1021b, 
of fish—the water being literally alive with roach. I should advise anyone intend- 
ing to fish this part to use worms for bait, with which all my fish were taken. 
*tNo difficulty will be found in getting permission of the farmers to fish this water 
(it is all private), with the exception of Sundays, when they object. The roach 
weighed from 6 to 930z., and the dace 31b. and 7oz.—Iam, &c., ALF. G. EVANS, 





BIG TAKES OF BREAM. 

Srr,—Messrs. R. Smith and Alf. Moon, from Brighton, who have been staying at 
the Sportsman’s Arms for some time, have had some of the finest catches of bream 
that were ever known here : On Monday, 691b. bream ; Tuesday, 1051b, bream ; Wed- 
nesday, 941b, bream—no roach or perch—the fish all going over 14lb.; the largest 
4b. 60z.—I am, &e., H. T. HAsLEWwoop, 

The Sportsman’s Arms, Little Ormsby. 


YELLOWISH DUN HACKLES WANTED.—SUTHERLAND LOCH FLIES, 
S1R,—I shall feel greatly obliged if any of your readers can inform me where I 
can get a supply of yellowish dun hackles—hen’s preferred. These haye been greatly 
in request since the publication of Mr. Murdoch’s list of Sutherland flies, in the 
GAzETTE of June 4, and I think the remark of one of your correspondents may be 
safely accepted, that “they have been used to the exclusion of all others.” The 
battle of the favourites among them will doubtless go on; but judging by the de- 
mand, I should say that the Heather Moth and Zulu leave all the others behind. 
The one has gone in large numbers to the straths and glens, and the other 
forth in its thousands armed witha barb to slay. Let their deeds be recordedin the 
FIsHING GAZETTE,—I am. Xc., Wm. Brown, 
36, George-street, Aberdeen. 








LOCH FISHING, 

Srr,—I am much obliged to Mr. Murdoch. I wish to guard intending visitors to 
Lairg from expecting to fish streams. Mr. Murdoch does that effectually. Iam 
glad I have “drawn” Mr, M.and “J, H. W.” on rods and flies, It would be a kind- 
ness if Mr, M. would give us a description of his 10ft. rod, wood, and size of ferrules. 
I several times observed men fishing with 13ft. and 14ft. rods, and had them re- 
commended to me, I had, besides the split-cane,a 10ft. and an 11ft. 3in, Green- 
heart. 

I had my waders with me, but everyone said it was no use trying, so I kept to the 
boat. “J. H. W.’s” account is very interesting. It would be a kindness if he 
would give some description of the flies he uses. I caunot say that I thoroughly 
enjoy being rocked in a boat all day. It would be a pleasant change to wade occa- 
sionally, As I am a novice in loch-fishing, I hope I may “draw” someone else, 
especially on the question of small flies. By the way, has anyone tried the Wick- 
ham Fancy, so strongly recommended by Mr. Baubart, and Silver Doctor for sea-trout 
in your August and September numbers for 1884? 

Can you give me the dates of Mr. Malloch’s articles on loch-fishing jon on 





THE GRESHAM ROACH COMPETITION. 
S1r,—May I crave the publicity of your valuable journal to bring before London 
anglers the fact, shortly announced last week, that on Saturday, the 10th September, 
a roach contest will take place at the Pike and Anchor, Ponder’s End, for four useful 
prizes for the three heaviest roach, and an additional prize for the best specimen fish, 
competitors to assemble at 2.30, to commence fishing at 3.30 up to 6.30 p.m. 
As the main object is to benefit the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, the subject will, 
I feel assured, commend itself to all interested in the gentle art. Entrance fee, 6d. 
I shall be happy to forward tickets to all who are disposed to undertake the sale, 
and trust that the result may be the addition of no inconsiderable sum to the funds 
of this very useful society.—I am, &c., 
10, Baches-street, Charles-square, Hoxton, N. 


“A VERY QUIET SPOT.” 

Srr,—I should like to call the attention of fishing brethren to a very quiet spot 
where excellent sport may be obtained—bream, pike, perch, and roach in large 
numbers. The house, in close proximity to the fishing—viz., The Ship Inn, Brand 
Creek, Southery, about four miles from Littleport Station, on Great Eastern Railway, 
affords excellent accommodation, and the landlord is one of the good sort, as well 
as a good fisherman, and does not mind what trouble he takes to give his visitors 
good sport. Having stayed there a week, I can testify to all that I have alluded to. 
I write this quite without the knowledge of the landlord, feeling that he certainly 
deserves to be well supported for the trouble azd care he takes with the fishing and 
to accommodate the visitors to his house. I ought to add that a post-card to the 
landlord will insure a trap to meet any train at Littleport. 

Hoping you will kindly insert this letter at your earliest opportunity—I am, &e., 

C. F, Cuariron, Cambridge Angling Society, 


R. GHURNEY, 








A GREENHORN’S LAMENT, 

Sir,—As you say in your “Notes” in FISHING GAZETTE of last week, it is quite 
possible to have a well-stocked fishery without having good sport. That is just 
what I am suffering from ; but then I am a greenhorn, I beg for help from the 
great men of the earth, the gnat killers of fish on the Test, the Wandle, the Itchen, 
the Kennet. Will they of their great love for a brother angler tell him—(1) 
What do caddis turn to? (2) Can fish see to feed on dark nights? (3) Supposing 
the dogma of presenting the lure the fish are feeding on be a correct dogma, how 
are fish to be caught that continuously feed on shrimps? (4) How are fish to be 
caught that feed at no hour from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. ? 

Ido not limit my masters in their replies, Let the lure be worm, wasp grub, 
minnow, Alexandra, gentle, shot gun, rifle, or net. Excuse the joke.—I am, &c., 

VERDANT GREEN (with three miles of trout stream), 

[Give a general invitation to anglers through our columns to fish your water; 

you would gain invaluable experience.—ED., | 


sian aan na ane serae seer areata 
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HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The Great Need.—The blood is the life, and on its purity our health as 
well as our existence depends. These Pills thoroughly cleanse the vital fluid from all contaminations, 
and by that means strengthen and invigorate the whole system, healthily stimulate sluggish organs, 
repress Over-excited action, and establish order of circulation and secretion throughout every part of 
the body, The balsamic nature of Holloway’s Pills exercises marvellous power in giving tone to 
debilitated and nervous constitutions. These Pills dislodge all obstructions, both in the bowels and 
elsewhere, and are, on that account, much sought after for promoting regularity of action in young 
females and delicate persons who are naturally weak, or have from some cause become so, 


S. BIGG, |The Art of Angling. 
FISHING ROD AND TACKLE|®Y°=42%28 20wxxxs, oftudiow. 


Price 2s. 6d. ; post free, 2s. 91. Containing List 
MA KER of Flies, Directions for Fly-Fishing, Trolling, 

5 
27, RUSSELL ST., COVENT 


Making Artificial Flies, &c., with a List of the 
most celebrated Fishing Stations in North Wales, 
GARDEN, 


and Coloured Plate of Flies. One of the best books 
extant on the “Gentle Art,” 


G. WOOLLEY, BOOKSELLER, LUDLOW. 
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DEE FISHINGS. 
Invercauld Arms Hotel 
BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE 


Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 
part of the Clunie for Salmon and Trout, 
FREE, For particulars apply to 

ALEX, McGREGOR., 


NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE, 
UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY, 


Gentlemen residing at the Hotel have the 
privilege of Fishing from Bank or Boat over about 
three miles of the finest Sea-Trout (Ythan) Water 
in the Shire FREE, Boats and boatmen engaged 
on receipt of telegram or letter, ’Bus communi- 
cation to and from Aberdeen daily. Conveyances 
meet trains at Logieriere Station when desired. 
Fishing Gear supplied. Post and Telegraph Office 
adjacent, Further particulars on application. 

J. RITCHIH, Proprietor. 


IWiPERIAL HOTEL, 
ABERDEEN. 


Patronised by the Royal 

Family. 

The “IMPERIAL” is close to the 
Railway Station, and within easy 
access of the fishings on the rivers 
Dex and Don. 

Gentlemen are Boarded during the Season. 


AUTUMN ANGLING. 


Aberdeenshire Dee. 


Preserved Salmon and Sea Trout Angling on 
the Heathcote and Ardoe Fisheries, extending to 
upwards of two miles, free to visitors. Special 
arrangements and meal hours to suit convenience 
of Anglers. 

Best Months, September and October. 
Particulars on application to 
Dr.STEWART, Deeside Hydropathic 

HEATHCOTE, by Aberdeen, N.B. : 


ARGYLLSHIRE. 
TAYNUILT. 


TAYNUILT HOTEL. 
SALMON, GRILSE, SEA-TROUT 


This Hotel is situated near Loch Etive, within 
two minutes’ walk of Taynuilt Station, on Callender 
and Oban Railway. Visitors have the privilege of 
FREE Fishing on a three-mile stretch of the 
romantic river Awe, the finest salmon river in 
Argyllshire. Post Horses, Carriages, &c. First- 
rate cuisine, JAS. MURRAY, Proprietor, 
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THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS ANGLERS’ HOTEL 
ON LOCH AWH, 


Portsonachan Hotel, 
LOCH AWE. 


Extract from FISHING GAZETTE, 1886 :—“ Port- 
sonachan Hotel is one of the best situated, as it is 
eight miles from the foot of the Loch, whence the 
fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen 
miles from the top, thus giving the angler ample 
space of water to suit any direction of wind. Mr. 
Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has asteam 
launch, which meets nearly all trains at Loch Awe 
Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the 
boats of his angling guests in the morning in 
whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had 
at the hotel ; but any party desirous of visiting the 
hotel should secure boats, &c., beforehand.” 


CUILFAIL HOTEL, 
PASS OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN, 


Visitors at “Cuilfail” have the privilege of 
Fishing first-rate Lochs, several of which are 
annually stocked by the Hotel-keeper with the 
famous Ioch Leven and Fontinalis or Great 
American Brook Trout, which has greatly im- 
proved the Fishing. Salmon and Sea Trout Fish- 
ing can also be had, and Gronse and other Shooting 
by arrangement with Hotel-keeper. Boats and 
steady boatmen for the use of Anglers, Average 
weekly take of Trout, 1,600. Excellent Deep-sea 
Fishing and delightful Sea-bathing. Magnificent 
scenery. Address, JOHN MOFADYEN, Kilmelford, 
by Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, N.B. Telegraph 
Office :—Kilmartin. 














ARGYLLSHIRE. 


AROS HOTEL. 


Beautifully situated on the shores of 
the Sound of Mull. Parties staying at 
this favourite resort have the privilege 
of Salmon and Sea-Trout Fishing on 
the River Aros and the famed Loch 
Freiza ; also good Sea Fishing. Boats 
free of charge. Every attention paid 
to the comfort of visitors. Terms 
strictly moderate. 


G. ROBB, Proprietor. 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, end SALMO 


FHRO FISHING ON LOCH AWE, 


TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN, 
First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station, Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout,and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers ca)l at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A, MUNRO, 


TOBERMORY (Island of Mull). 
WESTERN ISLES HOTEL, 


This large and beautifully situated 


Hotel is now Open. 

Excellent Trout Fishing in connection with 
Hotel in Loch Frisa and Loch Mishuish, with use 
of Boats free of charge. 

Families or Gentlemen Boarded on reasonable 
terms for week or days. 


BUNESSAN HOTEL, 


MULL. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Lessee. 


Sportsmen, Tourists, and Commercial Gentle- 
men residing in this Hotel have the privilege of 
Fishing on Loch Asapol, one of the best Locha in 
the West Highlands for Salmon and Trout Fish- 
ing. Boats, with experienced men, can be had. — 


SAILING and ROWING BOATS for SERA 
FISHING and MARINE EXCURSIONS — 
may also be had, 
Posting, with careful drivers. 
The Hotel is seven miles from Staffa and Iona, 


and the country around is famed for its scenery 
and antiquarian interest. 











Visitors afe assur ed that every attention will be. 


paid to their comfort, and 
CHARGES WILL BE FOUND MODERATE. 


BANFFSHIRE. 


SPEY ANGLING 
FREE. 


The Aberlour Hotel 


Affords every convenience for Anglers on Spey and 
Fiddoch. Nicely situated. It is the most con- 
venient Hotel on Speyside for railway and postal 
arrangements, Hiring in all its branches. Hvery 
attention is given to comfort. Magnificent 


scenery. 
JAMES HENDERSON, Proprietor. 


SPEY RODS, 


A. STUART and SON, 


FISHING TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
ABERLOUR-ON-SPEY, 


Have the Largest and Most Complete STOOK of 
FISHING MaTERIAL in Strat spey. Hvery- 
thing is guaranteed of the best quality. Their 
Spey Rod is known all over the world. 


FORFARSHIRE, 


PANMURE ARMS HOTEL, 
EDZELL, BY BRECHIN, N.B, 


Excellent SALMON and TROUT-FISHING on 
NORTH ESK, FREE to Hotel Visitors. Besides 
the Hotel water, the Splendid Trouting Streams of 
Glenesk, in which Trout of good size and quality 
abound, are within easy distance. This is a quiet 
and beautiful retreat, and the fishing is good all 
the Spring and Summer Months. Particulars on 
application, 2 


KEITH KNOWLES, Proprietor. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An Improved Servico of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer, 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS, 








BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c, Fares: 3s., 1s. 9d., 1s, 6d. 


For full particulars see Bills, 
London, September, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
ris EN D A Ey, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 

None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, ) Kendal 

Oa Label. { or Hutchinson & Son, j ™&2aa 
MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTARLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 
ESTABLISHED 1745. 


ENS@eto) Ges, 


Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accome 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 














TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. : 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s, 6d. 
» Six Months » ” ” ” ” scianeaga ess 5 4 
» Three Months ,, ” ” ” 


st0000 cee ove 28 
ption, including postage 12 6 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
188, Fleet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The Fishing Gazette. 
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To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscri 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 











AN EVENING WITH THE HORNETS. 


By “THe AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


THE hornet, so called from its antenne, or horns, is only a big wasp. As 
Chang, the giant, is to an ordinary Chinaman, so is Vespa crabro to Vespa 
vulgaris. It builds in decaying hollow trees, under the eaves of barns, &c. Its 
nest is composed of coarser materials than that of the wasp (Vespa vulgaris). 


Gilbert White says that wasps make their nests with the raspings of sound 
timber ; hornets with what they gnaw from decayed. These particles of wood 
are kneaded up with a mixture of saliva from their bodies, and moulded into 
combs. Réaumur asserts that it uses the bark of living trees ; but Kirby and 
Spence say decayed wood. If the hole in the tree is not large enough they gnaw 
the 1 of the interior. The antenne of the male are curiously knotched on the 
outside. 

As the children were playing under a large elm on the lawn, I noticed a 
number of hornets busily at work on the interstices of the bark, or flitting and 
buzzing round the tree. I got the children away with all speed. We napped 
one or two of them with a board. Shortly afterwards, unnoticed by anyone, 
young three-year-old Toddles started off to the tree by himself, with his sea- 
side paddle, and banged away at the hornets, shouting, “me kill de nasty 
hormits, too !”’ 

I was terrified, but I scrambled up the little bank at the foot of the tree, and 
carried the child off with half a dozen hornets buzzing round us; being 
cowardly, they did not venture to attack us. If they did but know the 
immense power they wield, who could withstand them? I am not sure, 
after all, that cowardice is the real cause of their forbearance ; their dagger is 
their life. They know that when once they have given their fatal stab their 
own life is forfeited. Possibly in stinging they suffer as much pain as they 
give ; that, however, is only surmise. Anyway, it is not pleasant to have them 
in one’s garden for children to play with. 

I watched them, and seeing one strike a beeline, I followed ; but he only 
flew to a neighbouring lime tree a hundred yards away in the orchard, under 
which also the children were used to play. 

The body of this lime from the ground up to the branches was alive with 
hornets. I suppose they were after the sweet sap that exudes from the bark ; 
or it may be that they were still engaged in building operations, and were carry- 
ing away bits of bark with this object, as Réaumur suggests. They seemed to 
be spiteful enough to each other ; when one found a choice morsel, another 
wonape down upor him, and, clutching him, both would tumble clumsily to the 
ground. 

The victor would rise first, and with his prize, whitever it was, in his strony 
mandibles, would ‘make a line (I felt sure now) for home, and I had fully 
decided to find out where this home was, and discover, if possible, with what 
material it was built. 

Away he went, mounting high in the clear sky, over shed, and birn, stack, 
and tree. He was soon followed by one and anoth:r. Isaw that this was a 
grand highway—a regular train going and coming alw 1s in this one direction — 
for when one would occasionally make a circuit round the trees, as if to deceive 
me, he was sure to come out ’twixt barn and sky on the same track. 

I started off beyond shed, and barn, and stackyard, away down to a large pond 
surrounded by a coppice. I had not long to watch there before I saw these 
winged soldiers high up in the air above the barn, and, one by one, down they 
came towards the corner where I was standing. I had spotted them so far pretty 
accurately. Now to find their nest. 

In the corner of the meadow, just over the fence, are three pollard willows. 
In the head of one of them I soon observed a big hole, in and out of which a 
constant stream of hornets passed. The bulk of them seemed to come from the 
orchard ; but some arrived from the opposite direction. One of the orchard 
ones recognised me, I feel sure; he came unpleasantly buzzing about my head, 
as much as to say, “‘Go away, naughty old man. Iam sure you are up to no 
good, and this is dangerous ground !” 

I had tracked them home. They had selected their domicile with remarkable 
defensive instinct against attack from their natural enemy—man. Three sides 
of the little corner on which the tree stands is surrounded by a moat full of 
water 6ft. deep and 10ft. wide—the fourth side is formed by the tall park paling, 
over which I was looking at them. This little island of about thirty yards in 
circumference would have been practically unapproachable but for some posts 
and rails, which made a most insecure passage at one end. 

It isa curious fact that not one man about the farm had ever taken, or seen 
taken, a hornet’s nest. ‘“ Waspy’s” nests they had often taken, but never a 
hornet’s. I had to teach them. I took council with Joyce, who is an apt 
scholar. 

As a boy I had assisted at the storming of many a hornet’s castle. We knew 
them to be, or at all events we acted in the full belief that they were, arrant 
cowards. Half-a-dozen boys would stand round the tree with a long leafy 
branch in one hand and a bat in the other, and swish or nap them downas they 
approached the hole, and when we had sufficiently thinned the outsiders and 
scared those inside a kettle of boiling water poured into the hole finished their 
business. We never attempted to get at the comb. 

Never do I remember any boy being stung; yet we took no trouble to cover 
ourselves, and we were all aware of the popular tradition that “nine hornets 
can kill a horse.” 

We did not adopt this foolhardy plan ; indeed, the situation did not admit of 
it, for there was no room for a run, and I have been followed by a hornet for 
a quarter of a mile, swishing and batting all the time. I am sure he could 
easily have stung me if he had wished. My opinion now is that he was only 
amusing himself by frightening me. Certain it is that hornets are the most 
magnanimous of insects, or else the most cowardly. 

We all looked upon this proposed attack of ours as a very serious business 
indeed ; the female portion of our community beseeched us to let the wicked 
things alone, and not go near them. Nothing but the risk the children ran in 
the garden would have induced them to consent to the risk to our precious 
selves down in the corner of the meadow. ; 

We provided ourselves with some coarse rock powder ; this we moistened with 
saliva and formed a cake the size of a hen’s egg ; a wooden skewer stuck into the 
thick end of it, the other end dusted over with dry powder, and our torpedo was 
complete. ; 

On the previous night I had watched the premises till a quarter-past eight, 
which was as late as I could see ; but still they were hard at work going and 
coming, and I wondered if they meant to work all night. : ; 

We decided, however, to commence the siege at haif-past eight ; by that time 
it was as dark as it was likely to be for some hours, for the young moon, a day 
old, was shining as brightly as it could be expected to do at that early age. 

We did not like to put a ladder against the tree for fear of arousing the 
sentry. We found a rotten old pair of painter's steps. This Harris, our bailiff, 
trailed down to the island ; it was heavy and lumbering, and he had to scramble 
along the shaky posts and rails. When half-way across the two parts of the 
steps separated, one piece falling into the water with a great splash, which cer- 
tainly disturbed the sentry and some of the guard, for there was much buzzing 
about afterwards. Thus, after all, we had to place the steps against the tree as 
gently as it could be done. ; : 

Joyce was the hero of the occasion. He put on a thick pair of leather gloves, 
and we tied the cuffs of his coat over them; then we covered his head and 
shoulders with a thin white gauze, which he could see through. Thus equipped, 
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he cautiously mounted the steps to inspect, and he as quickly descended, for 
there, at the mouth of the hole, was a whole regiment of soldiers on guard, 
wide awake, and their formidable weapons in readiness. There was also still a 
considerable buzzing about overhead ; the stragglers were not all in even yet. 

We decided to postpone the attack for half an hour, and meanwhile go into 
the wood and take the wasp’s nest in which Joyce had come to grief that 
afternoon. : 

‘Another and smaller squib was soon made and applied to the hole ; it was 
satisfactory to find that it acted splendidly—a good omen for the hornets’ torpedo. 
A turf was quickly and firmly fixed on the hole; we gave the “ waspys”’ a 
little time to suffocate comfortably, and then Joyce set to work with his usual 
vigour to dig out the nest. But he was beaten this time ; the roots wereso thick, 
and the rock so immovable, that he had to give it up. 

We were four of us, and if Joyce looked like a ghost when he mounted the 
sally tree, we all now certainly looked like robbers or murderers in the midst 
of a wood, with dark lantern, pick, and spade, digging a grave in which to bury 
a dead body, the pale moon shining on the lake below us. Now ‘we made 
another attack on the strong fortress on the island. Joyce sprang over the 
fence like a young antelope, and Harris followed with lantern and matches. 
Joyce was soon equipped again in his head gear and gloves. With squib in one 
hand and turf in the other he mounted the ladder, while Harris, barefaced and 
barehanded, and cool as a cucumber, held the lantern up, struck a match, 
and applied it to the end of Joyce's squib. It fizzed splendidly. Joyce 
put it quickly into the hole, then firmly dabbed on the turf and descended the 
ladder in triumph, and without wound or scar. We thought we had bagged - 
them all, so we left them “stewing in their own juice.” Next morning early I 
went to the elm on the lawn and the lime in the orchard, and there were my 
hornets, as thick and ‘as busy as ever, going and coming over the barn as if 
nothing had happened! Istarted off for the island as fast as I could go, and 
there I saw a notice up, “ Business carried on as usual during the alterations.” 

There were scores of hornets buzzing about the tree—they were evidently 
puzzled ; one came straight at me, but only to give me a parting malediction. 
When he was within a yard of my nose he turned suddenly away and flew over 
the barn to tell his friends on the lime tree of the terrible disaster that had 
befallen the castle. 

There can be no doubt that those that were at home when Joyce stormed the 
fortress must have been ‘suffocated ;. but my impression is that many of them 
carried on business in the lime tree all night, or were away on some marauding 
expedition elsewhere, or they may have been friendly neighbours, come over to 
console with or mourn over their murdered relations. | 

I was obliged to leave for town the same morning ; but Joyce has vowed that 
he will have that hornet’s nest, if he has to fell the tree. 

P.S.—When I left the farm it was understood that Joyce was to give the 
hornets another dose at night ; this he seems to have done. “ Venator” writes 
to meas follows :— 

“The squib burnt the nest clean out. Joyce got up ab four o’clock to take it ; 
when he got there he found the dry and rotten old willow on fire. It had been 
burning or smouldering inside all night. Joyce was very disappointed ; but he has 
got his eye on another nest.” 








THE EDITOR—NOTES ON THE SEASON—PROSPECTS— 
AUTUMN RESORTS. 


By W. MURDOCH. 
THE EDITOR. 


I GAN vouch for the truth of the remark that in angling localities 
in the Highlands of Scotland the Editor of an angling paper is re- 
garded as a personage second only to a duke in importance. His 
visit isa great event. Seldom is he seen; but when he does turn up 
what a furore! Mine host beams upon ; the gillie who “ gets’im” 
to fish isa proud man. The affair would need more describing, but 
space, I’m afraid, will not admit, so let it pass. 

As may well be guessed, a warm welcome awaits the Editor of the FisHine 
Gazette. In“ maist” Highland hostelries the landlord is in “a great case” 
about seeing the Editor himsel’. Allister, Angus, Donald, Duncan, and Ewen 
have each long longed to see him in all his war-paint. “I’m glad, sir, tae see 
you; but I wud just like the Editor himsel’ tae come North an’ get some fishin’ ; 
he’s shurely nae tae come ava.” “It’s nae ance at a’ that the Editor himsel’s 
been this road yet ; I’ve aye been expectin’ him ; deed I’ve nearly stared the 
een oot o’ my heed loukin’ for him.” “I wud a thocht the Editor himsel’ wud 
a been wi’ ye this simmer ; I’ve no seen him yet ; he’ll shurely nae be gaun tae 
comeata’.” ‘Gin the Editor bimsel’ wud bit come and bide wi’ me a fortnicht 
I wud gae him a pony for naething tae tak him throu the muirs tae my far oot 
lochs.” ‘It’s bit ance an I’ve seen yersel’, an I’m muckle pleast tae see ye agen, 
bit it’s the Editor himsel’ I wud like maist to see ; and, sir, let me tell you, it’s 
nae even his Grace the Duke that wud be mair welcome tae my hoose an’ boord. 
The GazeTTE has deen me a grate deel o’ good, and gin only—it’s Maister 
Marston ye ca’ him, isn’t it ?—wud come an’ see me my auldest cask o’ whuskey 
wud be broached richt aff. Troth we sud hae a rale gran’ time o't.” The above 
and much more relative to my premise (addressed to me personally) cannot but 
show that there is a general call for the Editor himsel’ to appear “ on the spot.” 
In short, mine host here there and everywhere wants to see him—a Jive Editor, 
give him a hearty han’-shak, and entertain him royally with Highland cheer. 
Why, Mr. Editor, don’t you visit such good “ freens ” ?* 


Nores ON THE SEASON. 


What disappointment the present year has given to thousands of eager anglers ! 
It is indeed safe to say that up to date it has proved, in a general sense, the 
worst season on record. Well may the fish thank their stars that for months 
and months on end the elements conspired, and that most effectually, to thwart 
the angler’s deadly designs. Rain persistently held aloof, and a scorching sun 
was a fell factor in the business. The lochs, rivers, and streams went down to 
lower than their hitherto lowest ebb. Scarcely an angler had half a chance— 
the river netsmen fared disastrously. Even the netting along the coast, not- 
withstanding that the fish were kept in the sea, did not realise well till about six 
weeks ago. The annual close time came into operation on the 26th ultimo. On 
that date the Aberdeen Evening Express noted “ that the salmon net fishings close 
to-day. Perhaps not since the year 1826 has the fishing been so unproductive 
as it has turned out this year. ‘This remark applies especially to operations on 
the rivers. The extreme drought that has been experienced this season has so 





* We are very glad to know the GAZETTE has proved a good friend to Highland 
hostelries, and also to English anglers, by making them mutually acquainted. We 
hope Mr, M, will give our compliments to all friends in the North, and say we are 
much more anxious to see them and their fishings than they can be to see us.— ED, 
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completely dried up the rivers that the fish have been unable to pass up, even 
where there were no artificial barriers. Some idea of the extreme drought may be 
gathered from the fact that in 1826, which was an unusually dry year, the river 
Tay shrankso much that a mark was fixed in the bed of the river to com- 
memorate the phenomenaloccurrence. But this year the water in that river has 
actually receded two inches beyond that mark. Some fishermen who have been 
engaged in the salmon netting industry for over forty years declare that never 
within their recollection have they experienced such a poor fishing on the rivers. 
As regards the prosecution of the fishing in the sea, the results have been much 
more satisfactory. The salmon (grilse and sea-trout), failing to get up the 
rivers, were of course more abundant on the coast, and good supplies of grilse 
and full-grown fish have been obtained from all the sea-coast stations in the 
North of Scotland. Prices have ruled fairly reasonable during the season, and 
the closing sales of fish to-day are quoted at 1s. per lb.” Latterly, that is to say 
within the fortnight preceding the close of the season, some remarkable hauls 
were got at several places. As an instance, the bay fishings at_the mouth of the 
Don yielded well nigh six thousand pounds on the morning of Monday, the 22nd 
ult. "There is everywhere an excellent appearance of fish inshore in the districts 
of those rivers that have a regular run of heavy salmon in the autumn. 


(To be continued.) 








SUTHERLAND ANGLING. 
By W. MACKAY. 


THe Locus or ASSyn?.—SCENERY.—Taking Lochinver as the 
metropolis of Assynt, we start from this centre in our peregrination 
in quest of fishable lochs of no mean reputation. Sutherlandshire 
has hitherto held, and still holds, her own unique position regarding 
the countless lochs which this county contains ; but Assynt, as the 
tourist well knows, carries the palm, and is essentially a parish 
abounding in lochs, the principal of which yield excellent sport. 
Viewed from the summit of Sulvin or Sugar Loaf (so named from 
its formation) on a clear day, the spectator truly imagines he is in © 
the midst of a sea. On all sides but the east—on which the land 
predominates—he is hemmed in by water, and the scene presented conveys the 
impression that the ocean penetrates into the heart of the country, and forms a 
picturesque Archipelago. What a glorious spectacle! Apparently one con- 
tinuous sheet of water, dotted over with innumerable islands—scraggy, barren 
in the extreme—on which live over 2,000 hardy Gaels. This parish “ has broad, 
distinctive features of its own, which might be the subject of a picture replete 
with individuality, and offers to the painter entire groups of scenes, sometimes 
multitudinous clusters, which are rich in the peculiarities of their respective 
elements. ‘To be fully understood the parish must be seen or studied in minute 
detail. Sul-Chein loses no part of its incongruous character on a near approach. 
Tt remains as lofty, as independent, and as much like a sugar loaf (really and 
metaphorically) when at its foot as when far off at sea.” 

“The effect of a mountain thus seen is always striking, because, towering 
aloft into the sky, it fills the eye and the imagination. The traveller 
who chooses to undergo the fatigue, and to encounter the difficulties of attempt- 
ing to penetrate its recesses, will find much to please and still more to astonish 
him amidst its gigantic and awful mountains and lonely valleys. ‘To those who 
love the pathless solitude, where, in wild grandeur, Nature dwells alone on the 
bleak mountain and the unsculptured stone, mid torrents and dark range of 
forests wide, the solemn and sublime scenery of Assynt will afford moments of 
exquisite pleasure. One oft feels in wandering through its superb solitudes as 
if the mext step would conduct him into the ideal and supernatural.’—Dr. 
McCullock in Gazetteer of Scotland. 

“ Break Lochs.” — Torbreck (meaning Tor—mound or height; breck, 
speckled or variegated, from the hills covered with rocks, with spots of green 
and heather), or variegated hills, now called “ Manse Lochs,” are about 1} mile 
from Lochinver Hotel on road to Storr. There are two lochs, the larger one 
being about half a mile long, and the smaller one (at lower end) a mere tarn, 
partly covered over with flags. The sport at times is not great ; but on breezy 
days fair sport is obtained by fly and boat. In August and September sea- 
trout ascend to these lochs. On favourable days, from one to four may be got, 
weighing Ilb. to 3lb. Average loch-trout-six to the pound. 

Loch-au-Tuire (Boars’ Loch), a little to N.E., and connected with Break 
Lochs, is three-quarters of a mile long, and yields good sport. No boat. Six 
to the pound. A new boat is to be placed on loch this year. 

Loch Roe, an arm of the sea, two miles long, and at upper end connected by 
a narrow channel, is Loch-au-Saile (Salt Water Loch). The Break Lochs com- 
municate with these lochs, which are by Storr-road about 3 miles from Loch- 
inver Hotel. In July, August, and September sea trout abound, but they are 
very shy. The lochs are so shut in by hills that the surface is comparatively 
smooth when other lochs are almost unfishable. The trout average from } to 
3lb., and the angler who secures one dozen a day wends his way hotelwards 
quite triumphantly. 

Loch Crocach (Antlered—many branches), 3 miles by road and 1 across moor 
from hotel, is 1} mile long, and contains 24 islands. This loch is considered 
very good, and the boat is daily in requisition from June to September. The 
situation is high, and generally a breeze prevails. Four toa pound, From 
four to six dozen a day’s sport. Scenery magnificent. 

a 


OULTON BROAD (LOWESTOFT). 


Tub angling so far this season has been principally amongst the bream, and 
the takes have been above the average. ‘The largest fish taken was 5lb., but 
plenty from 2lb. to 4lb. each. The bream here are clean, and not of that slimy 
character as taken in some of the broads. There has not been many visitors 
amongst the perch as yet, but one has been caught of 3lb., some of 2lb., and 
several up to 14lb. each. The roach are coming on fast, and some good takes 
haye lately been brought in by the anglers, the fish running of a good average 
size, and plenty of 1lb. each. Mr. G. Mason, of the Wherry Hotel, has lately 
added to his interesting museum a case containing two roach in fine condition, 
one of 2b, and the other 1$lb. There are plenty of other fish, such as dace and 
rudd, being caught in the broad and river. Angling for jack and pike has not 
yet commenced, and the monster pike, well-known to Mr. Alfred Jardine, Mr . 
W. S. Everett, and other well-known piscators, is still there. It is called 

“ Jumbo,” and those who have seen it recently estimate the weight at not far 
short of 40lb. Oulton Broad possesses no claimants for private rights ; it is less 
than five minutes’ walk from Oulton Broad Station. The Wherry. Hotel is close 
tothe water. There are plenty of boats, and anglers who can combine yachting, 
sailing, and rowing with fishing could spend a few pleasant and enjoyable days 
at the hostelry. ~ B. 
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SHADE-FISHING. 
By OuR HON. CHAPLAIN. 
SHADE-FISHING for trout, as practised in the North of England, is, 
I fancy, but little known by South-Country anglers. A short account 


of it may interest some of your readers, and as every known bait at 
which a trout will look is pressed into the service of the shade-fisher, 


afterwards that these various receptacles contained all sorts of insects, grubs, 
caterpillars, and worms ; there were flies of various sorts, from the buzzy blue- 
bottle and common house-fly to strange flies which he had caught in the woods ; 
there were great docken-grubs (a large white grub sometimes as big as the top 
of one’s thumb, which is found in the roots of the dock), worms of various sorts 
well scoured in moss, caterpillars from the gooseberry bushes, wasp grubs, and 
one or two of what we used to call hairy bears. His proceedings drew my 
attention from the water for a moment, and when I looked back there was a fine 





those who do not confine themselves to the use of the artificial fly 
may find something to amuse, or even, let me hope, instruct them. 
Assoon as the rivers begin to run low and clear in summer, the 
shade-fisher looks up his tackle, and makes preparation for his favourite 


sport. On hot, sunny days, even early in June, the trout begin to seek the. 


shelter of trees and bushes which overhang the stream. There, in the grateful 
shade, they sail slowly backwards and forwards, now rising with a languid air 
to suck in a fly or beetle which has fallen half asleep from its resting-place on 
the underside of some broad, overhanging leaf, and is floating helpless down the 
stream, now turning with a sharp and eager motion at the flop of some fat 
caterpillar as he falls with a splash into the pool. Nothing seems to come amiss 
to the trout under such circumstances—crumbs of bread dropped in will be 
scanned for a moment with surprise, but eventually swallowed. Snails taken 
out of their shells will be accepted freely, and even the eyes from bird’s-eye 
tobacco are sometimes taken by the trout as they float over him, but are ejected 
from his mouth with a promptitude and vigour which is amusing ; and if you 
can manage to deceive the same trout more than twice in that way on the same 
afternoon you will be clever, 

I have always been most successful in shade-fishing in July, and again in 
the end of August and the early part of September. As soon as the nights 
begin to get chilly, there are certain flies which may be found sitting on the 
stems of bushes, and the underside of boughs which overhang the water, ina 
half torpid state. Mvery now and again a passing breeze will shake them off, 
or, in their sleepy condition, they let go their hold and drop into the mouths 
of the expectant trout. On such days I have seen rare baskets made. I 
remember one, made long years ago by an old miner on the Coquet, which made 
me ask him to initiate me into the mysteries of shade-fishing. I had started 
one morning in August from Acklington Station, which is about a mile from the 
part of the river where I used to begin fishing, and had fished up to Felton. My 
basket when I got back to the station would have been called a fairly good one. 
I had over two dozen trout, and they were of average size for that water. On 
the platform there was an old miner whom I knew waiting for the train. I 
gave him a small drink from my flask, and asked how he had got on. He said 
he had done well, and opened his basket. At first I could hardly believe my 
eyes. He had seven or eight trout, the smallest of which must have been at 
least three-quarters of a pound, and the largest weighed 3lb. I weighed the fish 
carefully with my scales. That there were such fish in the Coquet was a revelation 
to me, and I determined to find out how they were to be caught. Some of the 
old hands about that couniry were very shy of giving information ; but whether 
my whisky had warmed this old man’s heart, or whether he was more com- 
municative than others, he was quite ready to tell me all about it. We were 
going by the same train to the same station, and before our journey was over 
it was arranged that I was to have a lesson in shade-fishing as soon as possible. 
I became very fond of it, and have killed some fair baskets, but never could 
come up to the achievements of the masters of the art. Instead of telling 
about my own lessons and performances, let me describe the proceedings of 
my master. ~ 

As soon as ever the hot weather began to drive the trout into the shade, he 
was to be seen wandering along the river bank smoking his pipe in a meditative 
mood, and now and then peering through a bush or round the stem of some 
overhanging tree. He never started on a shade-fishing expedition till he 
spotted some good trout, and had taken stock of all the difliculties of the situa- 
tion, and perhaps cut some boughs which would have fatally interfered with 
his success. But all this had to be done with care and secrecy because there 
were keen eyes sometimes watching him, and a slight indiscretion on 
his part would haye betrayed the whereabouts of the trout which he had 
spotted. One evening a message was brought to me that he would be ata 
certain spot at 8 o’clock the next morning, and that he was going to try for two 
or three good trout, which he had discovered on Sunday afternoon, and that if I 
would meet him he would show me his way of going to work. Punctually I 
met him—sandwiches, tobacco, and whisky were not forgotten ; and after some 
half-hour’s walk we arrived at the proposed scene of operations. There was a 
small wood on a steep bank overhanging the river, and about the middle of it at 
the tail of a fine stream was a quiet pool. The water was from 3ft. to 5ft. deep 
under the bank, flowing with a gentle current, and no ripples on the surface, 
exczpt when a slight breeze might ruffle it for a moment. Fine and quiet 
weather is absolutely necessary to successful shade-fishing. 


‘\. “Now, sir,” said my master, “sit down here a minute while I go and have a 
look ; it will be half an hour, or more, before the shade will be right, and I want 
to haye a good look before I put my tackle together.” 

He crept carefully forward to the edge of the water, and, taking advantage 
of each bit of shade and each bush and tree stem, he peered cautiously into the 
depths. At last he came back to me, apparently well satisfied. 

“T’ve seen the three I’m after,” he said, ‘‘and I think there is a bigger one ; 
but the water is deep where he was, and no shade over me, so I could not make 

ure.” 

With that he began to put his rod together, and having run the line through 
the rings, and put on a cast line of fine gut, which had been kept wet between 
two pieces of flannel, he told me to watch him, and when he was well settled 
into his place to creep cautiously down behind him, and on no account to let the 
trout get a sight of me. As soon as he was seated behind the stem of a big 
plane tree, which slanted out over the water, he made mea sign, and in a minute 
or so I was beside him. ‘The water was clear, about 4ft. deep, and at the bottom 
were some big stones. 

“ Now,” he said, “sit still whatever happens, and look at that big stone with 
the white spot on it ; you will see a trout soon.” (1 do not attempt to write 
his Northumbrian dialect, because I cannot spell it.) 

I began to get quite excited. The water in the middle of the river was very 
deep, and one could see the bottom shelving down into what seemed an 
unfathomable abyss. What monsters might not be hidden in those dim depths! 
Almost before the old man had done speaking I saw a shadow slowly cross the 
stone. It was a trout of.about a pound, which turned and swam slowly back 
again and vanished. 

““Why don’t you fish for him ?” I whispered. 

“Wait a bit ; there is a better fish here, and I must find out what they are 
taking. You watch while I get out my things.” 

With that, from his basket and from pockets innumerable he produced boxes, 
and tins, and horns, and bottles, which he arranged close to him so that he 
could reach any one without moving more than absolutely necessary. I found 





trout motionless just above the stone. 

“ Took,” I whispered, ‘“ there is a good one just over the stone.”’ 

Slowly the old man’s hand sought a horn close to him. Without moying his 
eyes from the trout he got outa fly of some sort, gave it a nip, and flipped it 
into the water a foot or two above the fish. Slowly it floated over him, but he 
simply looked up and did not move. Another fly was flipped in with the same 
result, but was taken by a small trout afew yards below us. Another kind of 
fly was tried with no better result, and then a small red worm. I saw it fall 
about two yards above the trout and sink slowly down, wriggling towards the 
bottom. The fish moved slowly up, opened his mouth, and the worm was 
gone. 

‘“* He’s ours,” said the old man, and chucked him another small worm. 

“But why don’t you fish for him ?” I murmured. 

He explained to me that it was absolutely necessary to wait till the fish 
moved. But he put a nice little red worm on his hook, and made all ready for 
acast. Suddenly the fish turned round, and swam slowly down the stream 
past me. 

“ He’s a two-pounder,” I said. 

“ No, not so big,” was the answer. “You will be able to weigh him soon if 
he does not break me.” 

Then, as quickly as possible, his rod was put out, the worm dropped on to 
the top of the stone, and the gut made to lie along the bottom (to have gut 
hanging down to the worm is fatal in shade-fishing with shy fish), so that it was 
practically invisible. 

Whilst watching the worm wriggling on the stone I was aware of a shadow 
moving slowly up the water. It wasour trout. With calm dignity he sailed 
up to the stone, seemed much surprised to see the worm, then bowed his head, 
and sucked it in. I could see the whole operation as plainly as if it had taken 
place in a glass bowl in the window of my room. Then there was a rare fight. 
We.neither of us moved more than we could help, and at last the net was under 
him, and I had the pleasure of weighing and admiring as fine a pound-and-a-half 
trout as I had ever at that time seen. We wetted him, lighted our pipes, and 
looked out for more sport. 

While we waited my instructor tried to instil into my mind some of the 
principal maxims of the shade-fisher. 

First and foremost, never be in a hurry. When you have spotted a good fish, 
examine the place well, and take careful note of everything which may prove 
to be a hindrance or a danger should you hook your fish. Make up your mind 
what you will do supposing this or that to happen. In the excitement of a 
struggle with a big fish, particularly if one is among thick bushes and over- 
hanging trees, a beginner is apt to lose his head, and that means loss of 
fish also. 

Secondly, try and find out what he will take before you make a cast for him, 
and never worry him long by dangling a fly over his nose, for which he has 
plainly no taste. 

Thirdly, never let the fish see you put your rod out over the water. When 
big trout are feeding in the shade, they generally swim slowly up and down, 
taking a regular beat. As a rule, if they are swimming near the top of the 
water they are taking flies ; if near the bottom, worm, or grub, or minnow will 
be most effective. When a good trout has passed you, put out your rod quickly 
before he turns. If you are using fly, let it be hanging about an inch above the 
water, that the trout may see it as he comes back. Your rod must be perfectly 
still, and, if possible, under an overhanging bough, so that it may not appear 
against the sky. If the trout looks up at the fly and pauses, or slightly raises his 
head, drop it gently on to the water, and the odds are that he takes it at once, 
If he takes no notice of it, let him pass without moving it, and when you see 
him turn to come back, drop the fly on to the water and give it the slightest 
possible movement to attract his attention. If he will not have it, take it away 
when he is not looking, and try some other fly or some kind of bait. If you are 
using worm or minnow, always try and get your bait into position on the 
bottom, with the line lying along the bottom, before the fish sees it. If you once 
frighten or raise the suspicions of an old shy fish, the odds are ten to one against 
you for that day. 

Whilst I was being thus instructed the old man got another trout of about a 
pound, and missed a smaller one. He then said we had better move, and that 
the shadow was just right for the place where he had seen what he thought 
was a real big one. We moved about twenty yards down the bank, and on 
looking over I saw that the water was much deeper, 7ft. or 8ft. at least, I 
should think. For some time we saw nothing. Suddenly my old friend 
said, in a hushed voice : 

“ Took there, just below you, about three yards out.” 

I saw what at first I took to be a log of wood. But slowly out of the depths 
came what I supposed was an enormous trout. 

‘‘Tt’s a salmon,” whispered my companion, ‘‘a 15-pounder !” 

It was really a big bull-trout ; but they callthem salmon in Northumberland 
sometimes. Most men would have tried for him and got broken ; not so the 
cunning old hand to whom that luckless fish had shown himself. He said, 

uietly : 
a Dome away ; I shall have him this evening or to-morrow morning.” 

We moved to another place, and with fly and worm made up a basket of 
about six or seven nice trout, the largest a little over 1}lb. About three o'clock 
we started for home, the old man saying that he must prepare his tackle for the 
salmon. 

Next day he brought it to me as a present. The mark of the gaff was plain 
enough ; but I could find no mark of a hook in its mouth. However, it is not 
good manners to look agift-salmon in the mouth, so I said nothing, kippered 
the salmon, and ate him. 

I got very fond of shade-fishing, and had manya pleasant day at it. Itisa 
style of fishing eminently suited to elderly men; and should I be spared to 
become an old man, I look forward to quiet days in lonely woods which over- 
hang a certain northern river, where I may sit and watch the trout if I cannot 
catch them, indulge my passion for the beauties of nature, and— 

“There meditate my time away, 
And angle on, and beg to have 
A quiet passage to a welcome grave.” 








THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors,48 South Molton-street, W. 
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“ Spoon-Balt,” in the Eastern Daily Express, writing on “ Bogus Angling Clubs, 
points out how Members of Parliament and other gentlemen who have accepted 
the “ honour ” of being elected president or vice-president of some local angling 
club find themselves periodically pestered with petitions for prizes. He does not 
object to clubs asking for prizes or subscriptions towards their outings, “ provided 
they support the preservation of local waters.” In the great majority of cases 
these clubs, he says, do nothing of thekind. To the outside world it has always 
seemed that the anxiety of the members of these clubs to catch fish is only 
equalled by their anxiety to draw money out of the public in the form of prizes. 
Only a short time since I remember that a prize of 10s. was awarded to the 
occupants of a boat who between them had caught a “monster of the Bure” 
weighing 20z. He believes that in some clubs, when no fish have been taken, 
it is the custom to award the prize according to the number of bites. 
* * * ‘a 


” 


If such bogus angling clubs as “Spoon-bait” depicts do exist in Norwich or 
anywhere else, we are sorry for it, because it is quite certain that, beyond serving 
their own ends, they can have but one effect—viz., to bring angling clubs 
generally into disrepute. We can answer for it that the great majority of the 
London clubs are entirely self-supporting, and whether they support preserva- 
tion societies or not, they certainly do not go about cadging for prizes or con- 
tributions to their outings. 

* * * * * 

Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, in the Morning Advertiser of Aug. 29, thus refers to the 
recent great take of tench at Loddon Bridge: ‘‘ Yesterday (Thursday) I had the 
pleasure of a visit from Mr. J. H. Ellis, mine host of the Pritchard Arms, 
Hackney-road, together with a number of his friends, who were proceeding up 
river upon a steam launch excursion. Mr. Hllis was full of his recent mar- 
vellous capture of tench at Loddon Bridge, and I cannot help thinking that Mr. 
Ellis had sound reason for his remarks against the attack recently made upon 
him in the columns of a contemporary. The writer of a contribution to the 
journal in question took him very severely to task for having killed so many 
tench ; but, as ‘ J. H. EH.’ very shrewdly said, ‘ Pat him in my place and let him, 
after an expenditure of a considerable amount of money in worms, be in the 
thick of such rare sport as I had upon the occasion to which he refers. Do you 
think he would have left off fishing? Would you, boss? Ordo you know any 
other man that would?’ I said, ‘No,’ with regard to myself, and I think I 
might have give the same reply on the part of ninety-nine out of every hundred 
anglers that I could call to mind. The pity is that Mr. Ellis had not a punt well, 
wherein to store his fish, or some means of keeping them alive. Then, had he selected, 
say, a dozen or so of the best specimens and turned the others back, he would have 
been credited with an act worthy alike of a gentleman and a sportsman. For my 
own part, I hate to hear of the unnecessary slaughter of fish ; but there are 
occasions when a man may be excused for making ‘a swag,’ and I think this was 
one of them.” 

* S a) cs a} 

The italics in the above paragraph aréours. Mr. Wheeldon-hits the nail clean 
on the head. No one suggested that the anglers who captured over ten stone 
weight of tench should have given over dishing, but that two dozen of the best 
fish would have been enough to kill, and the rest should have been returned to 
the river. Mr. Wheeldon says the same thing, only more forcibly. As regards 
keeping the fish alive, surely a couple of old sacks could have been borrowed, 
and the fish put in them in the river as they were caught. 

* 


* * * * 


The fact of the matter is that Mr. Hllis was evidently surprised at his big 
take, and it probably never occurred to him to keep the fish alive. We should 
be the last to grudge a man a big day now and again; they are rare enough in 
all conscience. At the same time, we feel sure Mr. Hllis, as a good sportsman, 
will admit that he would have had just as much sport if he had at the end of the 
day or next day put back all but such specimens as he would naturally wish to 
take home, and that he would, as Mr. Wheeldon says, ‘‘ have been credited with 
an act worthy alike of a gentleman and a sportsman.” His chance of sport on 
a future occasion would have been greatly increased, and the stock of fish not 
seriously reduced. In his own interest, and in the general interests of the sport, 
no angler should ever kill more than a fair proportion of a ‘“‘ big take.” 

* * * ae * 


It is not often our duty either to praise or disparage the Board of Trade, but 
we have now to place on record a prosecution of a Thames steam launch owner, 
which has been attended with the happiest results. Under the Merchant 
Shipping Act, all owners of steamboats, carrying passengers are liable to a 
penalty it they do not obtain and exhibit on board in the manner [prescribed a 
passenger certificate. The word “ passenger ” in the Act includes any person in 
the steamship other than the master, crew, owner, his family, and servants. 
The word “steamship ” includes every steamship plying in the United Kingdom, 
except those working in chains—i.e., steam ferries or bridges. It will be seen 
that the Act includes Thames launches. The Board of Trade, awakened to this 
fact by whom we know not, summoned Richard Douglas, owner of the steam 
launch Tottie, for allowing his steamer to proceed upon a voyage from Windsor 
to Quarry Woods with 25 passengers, without first obtaining and exhibiting on 
board a passenger certificate in the manner prescribed by the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1854. 

% Xk cS % * 

The launch owner was obliged to admitthis liability, and the magistrates fined 
him £3, and £2 costs. The Merchant Shipping Act applies quite as much to 
private launches on which friends are carried as to those let out for hire ; but in 
answer to a question put in the House of Commons a few days back, it was 
stated that the Board of Trade only intended to proceed against the owners of 
launches let for hire. Asan overladen launch is often unmanageable, and there- 
fore dangerous, not only to its passengers but to persons in other craft, we 
would respectfully urge upon the Board of Trade, who state that they have 
resolved to enforce the Act to protect the public, that all launches, without 
exception, should be surveyed, and the number of passengers they are:fit to carry 
duly certified. 3 ; 
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The extraordinary increase in the number of anglers during the last twenty 
or thirty years is often commented upon ; but at the beginning of this century 
the anglers must have been far more numerous than is generally supposed, if 
a statement in the preface to Best’s “ Art of Angling” (the edition of 1814) 
is to be relied on. “Since the first publication of this treatise upwards of 
twenty thousand have been sold,” writes the author. Every angler does not now 
buy new books on angling (would that they did !), and it is reasonable to sup- 
pase that many thousands of anglers at the beginning of this century did not 
possess Best’s book. Add these to the 20,000 who went in for a copy, and it 
becomes obvious that the angling fraternity was then a much larger body than 
is generally imagined. Best calls angling books “ halieutic productions.” 
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Thames and river perch generally are very difficult to catch at this time of 
the year. Why this is so is not very evident, for it cannot be said of the perch, 
as of the roach, that it feeds on weeds, and therefore does not take the angler’s 
bait readily until the weeds have rotted. We may rather suppose that river 
perch are particularly shy fish, and that they are only captured more easily in 
winter than in summer because at the former season they are often short of 
food, and the water is, asa rule, more coloured than insummer. As a matterof 
fact, if the water is low and bright in winter perch are almost as difficult to cap- 
ture then as during the summer months. One reason why so few good perch are 
caught during the hot months is that few anglers fish sufficiently early. With 
the exception, perhaps, of gudgeon and chub, river fish are to be taken best 
during the hot months between sunrise and eight o'clock. On dull, wet days 
fish may be taken all day ; but what we have stated is the general rule when the 


days are sunny. 
ss ay at * 

There are three methods of catching perch followed on the Upper Thames 
during the earlier portions of the season. The simplest of these is to take very 
fine roach tackle, bait with a live minnow, fish from a boat, and let the bait drop 
down stream, the boat following about twenty yards distant. In clear reaches 
of the river, when the perch are well on the feed and are roaming about in search 
of food, this plan sometimes-answers very well ; it is, however, but lazy work. 
If the day is at all cloudy or windy, asmall gudgeon on slightly stouter tackle 
may be used in the same manner. Another method is to paternoster among 
the weeds, which is an art requiring some practice. If the water is very clear 
the paternoster should be made of fine-drawn gut, and the hooks should be 
hardly larger than roach hooks. If larger hooks are used they catch in the 
weeds to a most troublesome extent. Only certain spots are suited for this 
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style of fishing, for the weeds must be neither so thick that the paternoster can- | 


not be worked among them, nor so thin that the fish can discern the movements 
of the paternoster. Several spare paternosters should be provided, as some are 
certain to be lost. It is a goed plan to have the hook links rather finer than the 
main gut length. In working the paternoster among weeds the lead should be 
swung into the centre of any convenient openings, and the top of the rod should 
be lowered immediately the tackle touches the water. The lead will then fall 
straight to the bottom, and where it falls it should be left for half a minute 
If it is moved along the bottom one of the hooks is almost certain 
to catch in the weeds. When a bite is felt the point of the rod 
should be lowered for an instant, so that the perch feels not the 
strain of the line; then raised sharply, and the fish brought as quickly as 
possible to the surface of the water. If the perch is brought up smartly, he will 
be close to the surface before he knows where he is, or what has happened. 
The trout-fishermen of Hampshire are often obliged to adopt this method of 
getting fish out of the weeds, and it is astonishing what large fish may be pulled 
three or four yards through the water on fine gut tackle if only they are taken 
“allon sudden.” here is another and very killing method of river perch- 
fishing in summer, a description of which we will endeavour to give next week. 
a & 3 a 8 


Last year, in June, over twenty thousand young Californian salmon were 
placed in the Seine at different places between Rouen and Les Audelys. They 
were reared at the Aquarium of the Trocadéro. if 
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We hope they will all die, as Salmo quinnat is subject to a fearful disease, 
will not rise at a fly, and is in no way so good a fish as Salmo salar, which is the 
proper salmon for our European rivers. = 
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We notice that sea-trout and finnocks, or whitling, the grilse of sea-trout, get 
very dark in the colour before spawning, but after they spawn they become 
quite silvery while still remaining in the fresh water. Salmon and grilse, when 
they remain in the rivers for any length of time after they spawn, take on the 
same silvery colour. There is nothing similar to this in the case of the common 


trout. 
* * * * we 


Re salmon angling and salmon flies. Anglers who intend to go down to 
Scotland for the “ back-end ” fishing on the celebrated rivers of the north-east 
coast—viz., South Esk, North Esk, Dee, Don, Ythan, Ugie, Deveron, and Spey, 
up which great shoals of fish ascend with the spates of September and October, 
may fish all these rivers most successfully without having in their possession 
more patterns than the following: Jock Scott, Silver Doctor, Black Doctor, 
Gorden, Grey Eagle, Yellow Hagle, Dunt, Glentanar, and Lady Caroline. 
There is no use for a whacking lot of the geological formation type of flies. 

* * * * * 


All the rivers named are now getting well stocked with finnocks, especially in 
the lower reaches. The netting being past for a season, there is nothing to 
prevent the smaller fish moving whither they will. The tidal waters are 
especially well-stocked, and it only wants rain to ensure superior sport, such as 
the great number of fish sufficiently warrant anglers in expecking: 
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Most of the rivers named are yet rather low for salmon running freely. Some 
of the smaller fish and back-lying grilse are taking away up ; but the large fish, 
unable to get over the garths and fords, must perforce remain in the sea or the 
tidal water until the first rattling fresh. 

ES * a st 

This year there is attached, for the first time, to the Deeside Hydropathic, 
Heathcot, near Aberdeen, a splendid stretch of the river Dee, having excellent 
repute as a salmon angling fishery during September and October. Salmon 
anglers note this. 
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This is the best time of the whole year for sea-trout and finnock-fishing in 

the splendid tidal fishery of the Ythan at Newburgh, Aberdeenshire. 
* * * 


Mr. De Murietta is making a lake at Wadhurst Park, Kent, which is to be a 
mile long and 300 yards wide, the depth varying from 14ft. to 4ft. It will, 
when completed, be devoted to yachting, fishing, and wild duck shooting. The 
lake is situate on the confines of the park, and can be seen from the fine mansion. 
A runlet which runs into it from Batts’ Wood has been specially cleared for the 
accommodation of a number of tench. A haven has also been formed for boats 
to run into in stormy weather. There are six islands, two of which average 
nearly an acre in extent cach. The islands contain some fine oak and ash trees, 
and some of them will be planted with flowers and ferns, 
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A correspondent, who lives near Newbury says, he can inform “ Greenhorn” 
why trout have not been feeding in the daytime lately—viz., “ because they 
have been feeding at night.” 

as as * * * 

The Tiverton Angling Association (whose water-bailiff, Reed, was murdered 

in such a horrible manner while on night duty on the river), have lost a lot of 
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trout recently, it is supposed by poison thrown in by persons who havea grudge 
against them. We hope the Association will get over their difficulties in a satis- 
factory manner, and that their funds will admit of their keeper always having 
an assistant when on night duty, considering the bloodthirsty crew he has to 
deal with. ; 

oJ * * * 3 

We must congratulate Mr. R. Woolfall, hon. sec. of the Liverpool Angling 
Association, on the very handsome testimonial he has recently received from the 
‘Association, and also the Association on having such an energetic and invaluable 
hon. sec.” We know many cases where a club has been started with every 
chance of success, but which, in consequence of the general flabbiness of the 
hon. sec., hascome to grief in afew months. Ina case of this kind it wants a 
man with “go” in him, having the interest of his club thoroughly at heart—in 
fact, a man like Mr, R. Woolfall. 

9 % o 2 

The Hull Daily News has an interesting weekly column of Angling Notes, 

which must be useful to local anglers. 
Es * * * * 

Mr. Stephen Wombwell, son of Sir George Wombwell, has been fined 10s. 
for taking a salmon in the river Tees with rod and line without a license. His 
defence was that “he had no knowledge that he required a salmon license, but 
had considerable doubts as to whether he was doing wrong in catching the fish ; 
put he thought it better to give himself the benefit of the doubt.” At the same 
time an old man, John Taylor, labourer, of Staindrop, was fined 15s. for taking 
trout with salmon roe. 

* uM at ¥ 

Doubtless there was a good reason for fining the poor man half as much 

again as the rich man, for a similar offence ; but it is not apparent, 
* ae at * * 


We commend our Hon. Chaplain’s article on “Shade Fishing” to all who 
do not consider bait-fishing for trout a shady proceeding ; it ought also to give 
a hint or two to those who angle for chub, dace, perch, roach, &c., in clear, still 
waters, overshadowed by trees. 

* * * -* a 

A correspondent writes from Henley : “The heavy downfall of rain during 
the past few days has nicely coloured the water, and some capital fishing 
may reasonably be expected during the next four or five days. Barbel 
in ‘particular are now worth the angler’s attention, Worms can be got in 
any number,” 
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PRESENTATION TO MR. R. WOOLFALL, HON. SEC, OF THE 
LIVERPOOL ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


You will, no doubt, in the usual course receive from our hon. sec. his 
ordinary report of the club’s outing to Carr Mill Dam last week ; but 
as we had also a little event which more immediately concerned him, 
and as he may, and no doubt will, have some diffidence in mention- 
ing it, I have been requested to tell you what it was. Well, Sir, 
on the return of the party, and the weighing-in not taking more 
than—well, not much time—our chairman, Mr. Sergencson, took his place at 
the head of the table, with Mr. Pearson at the other end, and proceeded to un- 
veil the mystery behind which he sat. Then, addressing himself to Mr. Wool- 
fall, said it give him the greatest possible pleasure to ask him to accept, on behalf 
of the members of the club, the handsome marble timepiece before him, and he 
thought that anyone who saw it would say they had done no injustice to them- 
selves, as it was one of the most elegant things of the kind he had seen, having 
real bronze plagues and pillars and a silver plate, with a suitable inscription and 
two standard flies—Red Spinner and March Brown—engraved on it. But 
this was not all, as for his better half, the club, not unmindful of her, had 
provided a beautiful satchel, containing a considerable sum in new gold 
coin, for Mrs. Woolfall. The fact is, that the working committee could not 
decide on what would be most suitable for the lady, and adopted the new but 
practical idea for a wedding present—a bank note. He wished him every 
success in life, much happiness, and that the connection between the hon. 
secretary and the club might never know a cloud. The hon. secretary 
rose to reply; but somehow did not seem to have the same 
sand in him as usual. He could only say that he was exceedingly 
obliged and amply repaid for any services he had rendered to the club, and 
anything he could do for them in the future they might command. ‘The 
treasurer then arose, and said he must bear his testimony on this auspicious 
occasion. He paid a tribute to the merits of the secretary in glowing 
words, and referred to the length of time they had wrought together ; 
A few bowls of punch being now ready for distribution, and some of our 
very best musical talent being on hand, the chairman set to work to 
break the record at compressing the greatest quantity of rational enjoyment 
possible into less than an hour, and I believe the general opinion was that he had 
smashed it into little bits. This Ido know, that if I were to enter into detail 
you would scarcely credit it; but I must not omit to mention that ‘“ Mrs. 
Ryley ” wasnotforgotten. Andnow, Sir, if any man in the future should be heard 
to whisper above his breath that the Liverpool Angling Association have not 
got a good Secretary, and that they don’t know how to appreciate him, let them 
prepare for the fate got ready for such by “Gilnockie.” I think that it is to be 
shot through the head with a cart saddle. J. W. Gass. 
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THE JUBILEE SPINNER. 


Mr. Cuas. BINKS, Davygate, York, writes :—“I send you one of 
my Jubilee Spinners for notice in the GAZETTE, and may add the 
sales through my advertisement in the GAZETTE have been very 
large—in fact, ten times larger than from any other paper.” 

We are glad to hear this, and can recommend the Jubilee asa very 
sensible, strong, well-made, and cheap spinner. 
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Sruck Up.—A farmer said: “One thing I don’t like about city folks—they be 
either so stuck up that you can’t reach em with a haystack pole, or so blamed friendly 
that they forget to pay their board.”—Buffalo Hupress. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—With darkening days and changing temperatures the digestion becomes im- 
paired, the liver disordered, and the mind despondent, unless the cause of the irregularity be expelled 
from the blood and body by such an alterative as these Pills. They directly attack the source of the 
evil, thrust out all impurities from the circulation, restore the distempered organs to their natural 
state, and correct all defective or contaminated secretions. Such an easy means of instituting health, 
strength, and cheerfulness should be applied by all whose stomachs are weak, whose minds are much 
harassed, or whose brains are overworked. Holloway’s is essentially a blood tempering medicine, 
whereby its influence reaches the remotest fibre of the frame and effects a universal good. 
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ANGLING NOTES FROM GREAT YARMOUTH. 


THE Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society is going on vigorously, and 
increasing in numbers and strength. Sir Edward Birkbeck, Bart., 
M.P., has lately become President, and under the chairmanship of 
Mr. J. E. Pretty the weekly meetings are made interesting and are 
well attended; but the regret is generallyexpressed that so few of 
the London anglers frequent their Tuesday evening meetings, where 
they would receive a most hearty welcome. 

When I was in Norwich I heard of Mr. P. Geen, the President of the Anglers’ 
Association, having had some excellent sport at Buckenham Ferry. One day 
he landed forty-eight roach weighing 49Ib. and three bream weighing 10lb. ; and 
on the following day, with his two sons and a friend, over eight stone of fine 
roach and bream, the largest of the latter 4$lb., at Cantley. Mr. Bayfield, of 
the hostelry at the corner of Regent-street, Great Yarmouth, has kindly supplied 
me with the following reliable information :— 

Ro.tiespy.—Two gentlemen from Mr. Richmond’s, the Sportsman’s Arms, 
in one day, caught 114lb. of bream and roach, eight of the bream weighing 
over 34lb. each ; and on the following day, in three and a half hours, 63lb., five 
aan bream over 3lb. each, and twenty not less than 1lb., and a roach of 
Ilb. 5oz. 

Fritton Decoy.—One of the anglers, injone day, caught 22lb. weight of 
perch, the largest 3lb. 10oz. ; another day, 20lb. of roach and dace, one of the 
perch weighing 3lb. 5oz. ; and the next day, in another good take, a handsome 
perch of 3lb. 80z. 

Hercuam Sounps.—There is a very recent take in one day of 58lb. weight 
of rudd, the largest 3lb., and eight others weighed over 1}Ib. each, One of the 
anglers caught a fine jack of 531b. with a worm. 

Anglers visiting Yarmouth should call upon Mr. Bayfield, where they can see 
several fine specimens of perch of 3lb. and upwards ; and if they want comfort- 
able and inexpensive quarters, I would recommend them {po Mr. Coleman’s dining 
rooms, Hall Plain, after an experience of 12 years, and my friend, Mr. T. R. 
Sachs, Iam sure, will join me in the recommendation for the benefit of our 
brother anglers. B, 
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ANGLING HOLIDAY RESORTS ON THE SOUTH COAST. 














Best 
rh ¢ : Summer é 
= Nature of Principal Kinds of Freshwater Fishing 
Name of Place.in, Fishing. Fish, ea in Neighbourhood, 
Months, 

Southsea, in- \Plenty of trout fish- 
cluding Ports- ing in the neigh- 
mouth Har- bourhood; Titch- 
bour and Spit- field, Fareham, 
Headrcirest cas Very good. |Whiting cole, bass, June to) Bishop’s Waltham, 


October. | “The Rother” at 
Durford — all 
strictly preserved 
(the latter by the 
Portsmouth Wal- 
tonians). Some 
free fishing can be 
had at Chichester 
Canal. The usual 
coarse fish ; also a 
stretch of the 
Rother at Selham 
| free, all within 
an easy distance 
from Portsmouth 
by rail, Cheap 
| day tickets during 
the season, 


wrass, mullet, pout, 
eels, and flounders. 
Good fishing from the 
piers. Boats can also 
be obtained from the 
beach or “ The Hard,” 
Portsea, by the hour 
or tide. The boatmen 
can also provide bait 
and lines ; but we ad- 
vise anglers to pro- 
vide their own, 

















[“ Daggerwood ” kindly sends us this note.—Ep.] 


pace 


“THE NATURALISTS’ MONTHLY.”* 


UNDER the title of The Naturalists’ Monthly, a new candidate for 
popular favour has just appeared. It is edited by Dr. J. W. 
Williams, M.A. ; and if the promise of the first number is fulfilled, 
it can hardly fail to please a very wide circle of readers. We notice 
in the number for September an extremely interesting article on 
“The Evolution of the Fish Hook: from the Flint Hook of Pre- 
historic Man to the Salmon Hook of the Present Day,” by Mr. 
Edward Lovett, of the Croydon Microscopic and Natural History 
Club. We can recommend this article as admirably suited for 
reading to the members of an angling club during the coming 
winter evenings. There are other articles of interest to anglers ; in 
fact, the whole magazine appeals strongly to all who take much 


interest in anything. 


 —————————————————————— 





A ROACH-FISHING competition for prizes presented by the Gresham Angling 
Society will take place on Saturday, Sept. 10, at the Pike and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s 
End, the draw for swims to take place at the Pike and Anchor at 2.30 p.m. The 
weighing-in at 7.15 p.m. sharp to take place at the Railway Tavern, close to the 
Ponder’s End station, Great Hastern Railway. All who desire to weigh-in must be 
at the Tavern on or before the time stated, or they will be disqualified. Any question 
that may arise is left absolutely to the decision of Mr. Ghurney, whose fairness and 
impartiality the Gresham has perfeot confidence in. Entrance fee, 6d. Prizes : Gresham, 
roach box for best specimen roach; A. W. Parker, Bickerdyke’s, “ Angling in Salt 
Water ” for the next best specimen roach ; A. W. Parker, ditto, for the next best speci- 
men roach; A. W. Parker, ditto, for next best specimen roach ; 7. Sowerbutts, best 
roach rod, the three best roach weighed together ; T. Sowerbutts, jun., a roach tackle- 
case, for the next three best roach weighed together ; F, W. Norman, a folding land- 
ing-net and ring for the next three best roach ; C. T. Bentley, for Islington Angling 
Society, 10s. worth of tackle for the next three best roach ; four prizes for the best 
specimen fish ; four prizes for the three best and three following next best fish. 
Tickets for entrance to be obtained of R, Ghurney, 10, Baches-street, Charles-square, 
Hoxton, N. 4 La . See 

* The Naturalists’ Monthly. Published by Walter Scott, 24, Warwick-lane, 
Paternoster-row, London, Price 6d, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their’ Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of the Renting and Preservation Committee will take place 
on Monday evening next, Sept. 5, at 7.30; the General Committee will meet at nine 
o’clock.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

VisiTtInG List (SOUTHERN DISTRICT). 

Societies on this list are reminded that the next visit is to the Brunswick Pisca- 
torial Society, held at the King John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars, on Friday 
next, the 9th inst.—_JouHN SMITH, V. O. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 2s. from 
the donation-box of the Caxtonian Society of Anglers. The next meeting of the 
committee will take place on Friday evening, Sept. 9, at 8.30. The draw for the 
Greville Fennell painting took place on Friday evening last under the direction of 
the committee, the winning number being 1387. The prize will be delivered on 
Sept. 9 on production of the draw-ticket at the Foresters’ Hall.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members were out with the following result :—Mr. W. Streeter, 
bream, from the Medway ; Mr. H. Scott, bream, from the Mole ; Mr. A. Glass, roach, 
freom Amberley, The cup, with three additional prizes, will be fished for on the 4th 
inst. at Woking (Broad Mead); all members to leave off fishing at 6.30.—D. 


DAVIS, sec, 
ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this club held a competition on the 28th and 29th ults. for an oil 
painting by Mr. J, Hall, andtwo other prizes. Conditions: Any public water, bank 
or punt, with one rod only, heaviest gross weight to take the picture. About twenty 
members competed, and a splendid show of fish was taken, and the result of the 
competition was as follows :—Mr. E, Eydmann, 191b. 80z. of roach, dace, and bream, 
taken at Twickenham, first prize; Mr. W. Williams, 181b. 9}0z. of roach, dace, and 
bream, taken at Twickenham, second prize; and Mr. W. Eydmann, 17lb. 1240z, of 
roach and dace, taken at Twickenham, third prize. Mr. Harris, \i4lb. 80z. of roach, 
dace, and chub, taken at Staines; Mr, George Eydmann, 111b. of roach, taken at 
Richmond ; Mr. G. Hall, 731b. of roach, taken at Twickenham ; Mr, J. Hall, 71b. 740z, 
of roach and dace, taken at Twickenham ; Mr. W. Eydmann, jun., 71b. 7oz, of roach, 
taken at Twickenham ; Mr, W. Blackman, 7lb. of roach, taken at Richmond ; Mr. 
W. Howell, 6lb. 330z. of roach and dace, taken at Twickenham ; Mr. Newark, 
5lb. 150z, of roach and dace, taken at Twickenham ; and Mr. Pike, 3lb. 940z. of roach, 
dace, and bleak, taken at Twickenham.—W. H. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Aug. 28 the following members weighed-in fish :—Mr. Moore, one jack ; Mr. 
Baynes, roach and dace; Mr. F. Harding, roach and bream; Mr, Pedley, roach ; Mr. 
Willis, roach. Mr. Baynes won Mr. Farebrother’s prize—heaviest weight of roach 
during the month; Mr, Willis won Mr. Arnold’s prize—heaviest weight of fish 
Aug. 28. Members are requested to attend next Wednesday to arrange as to where 
to go for the annual dinner prizes this month, value 12s. 6d., heaviest weight of 
fish, bottle jack, heaviest one jack.—_J. WORLEDGE. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last we have had some fair shows. On the 28th ult. Mr. Jennings 
weighed 13lb. roach, two over 1lb.; Mr. Hoare, 51b. roach and dace ; Mr. Cooper, 
41b. roach ; Mr. Constable, 3lb, bream ; Mr. Elton, 41b. bream ; Mr. Jamieson, perch, 
the largest going 1lb.—J. J. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 28th ult., but only four of them weighed- 
in any fish—namely, W. Davison, 51b. 100z. roach and dace; J. Court, 51b. 7oz. dace ; 
A. Frost, dace, one of them a nice fish of 60z,; and W, Taylor, dace. On September 
the 4th we fish a match for four prizes, the place to be selected at the meeting 
previous.—A, CONN, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 31st August. Mr. James Jones in the chair, The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed ; membership still growing. A preservation fund 
was established for the purpose of advancing sums of money to members who may 
wish to retain their right to specimen fish caught by them and set up, the same to 
be refunded by instalments. Fish thus preserved to remain the property of the 
society until, and for three months after, paid for. It was also resolved that gentle- 
men afliliating themselves to this will be eligible to compete in any of the special 
series of prizes on payment of six weeks’ back subscriptions on joining. The com- 
petition for twelve prizes and annual excursion of this society on the 28th ult., as 
regards fishing, was a failure—only one prize taken ; otherwise a success must be 
recorded,—J OHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

ERUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A visit of the clubs on the S.E. district of the Anglers’ Association will be paid 
us at the King John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road, on Friday evening 
next, the 9th September, when a host of musical talent will be presented. On our 
last club night (Friday, the 26th ult.) Mr. Geo. Bryan presided, Mr. Geo. Salisbury 
acting in the vice-chair. A competition, or rather a match (as only a couple took 
part therein), was fished at Maidenhead on the 28th ult., and resulted in Mr. 8S. 
Wertheim taking first prize with a pretty tench of vlb, 240z., whilst. Mr. Jas, Smith 
brought from Ware a nice little show of roach going 2lb, 940z.,—J. DEPLIDGE, hon, 
sec, 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only one member weighed-in fish on the 27th ult. Mr, Field had a few bream 
from Pulborough. On the 4th inst. we fish for Mr. Chambers’s prize. The condi- 
tions are—Go where you like, start Saturday night or Sunday morning, one or two 
‘rods optional, all fish to weigh, the heaviest weight of fish to win.—A. CLARK. 
CLAPTON, 

The weekly general meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair. Previous minutes were signed, and ordinary business was transacted, 
including election of three new members, Catches reported: Mr. ©. Graham 
Bennett, 171b. fine roach from Broxbourne, taken on light leger line—this gentleman 
reports that good sport may be had amongst the proverbially fine roach in this 
manner at Broxbourne, meadow swims for choice; Mr. Beck, a very handsome chub 
of 33lb. with a fly; Messrs. Rogers and Tidbury, jack, perch, and eels, at Dobbs’ 
Weir ; Mr. G. Colls had some fine eels, legering, from the Lea at Waltham ; Mr. 
Wilks, seven dace from the New River, all over 31b.; Mr. Hicks, a good take of fine 
roach from Stroudley ; Mr. J. Crook, jun., excellent all-round takes at Barford, 
where he had been located for a fewdays. Mr. Manning attended our meeting, and 
gave an excellent speech on the subject of the Ghurney Testimonial Fund, stating 
his own knowledge of the practical good done to anglers and angling by his un- 
wearied efforts for so many years past. Our chairman responded, fully endorsing 
Mr. Manning’s statements, and I had also the pleasure of further confirming same, 
and thanking Mr, Manning for his attendance, By the time your readers have your 
this week’s edition in their hands I hope to have sent out the circulars and sub- 
scription lists to all angling societies, &e. A cordial vote of thanks to our chairman 
closed a pleasant evening.—HENRy Howskg, hon. sec. = 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following is the report of the fish registered during August 7th :—Mr. Norris, 
roach and bream ; Mr. Burwash, roach and dace; Mr. Walters, roach, dace, and 

* bream ; My. Turner, roach and dace ; Mr, Chapman, roach and dace; Mr. Jones, roach ; 
Mr. Stanton, tench; Mr, Noble, dace. On the 14th, the members competed at 
Pulborough and Amberley for Messrs, Jones, Franklin, and Senneck’s prizes,and won 
by Messrs, Chapman, Turner,and Franklin, From other waters Mr. Norris, bream and 


roach ; Mr. Burwash, roach and dace ; Mr. W. Long, perch ; Mr, Ingram, bream ; Mr, 
Fennell, roach. On the 21st, Mr. North, roach and perch ; Mr. Burwash, dace and 
roach ; Mr, Norris, bream, roach, and dace ; Mr. Turner, roach ; Mr, Stanton, tench ; 
Mr. Nunn, jack. On the 28th, Mr. Norris, roach, dace, and bream ; Mr. Chapman, 
roach and dace; Mr. Colwell, jack ; Mr. North, roach and tench ; Mr, Nunn, jack, 
Mr. Franklin’s prize for the gross weight of dace taken during August was won by 
Mr. Burwash. It was arranged last night (Wednesday) that the next day’s outing 
shall take place at Byfleet —nearest station, Weybridge—on September 11th fora series 
of valuable prizes. Members allowed roving commission, and to go as they like 
according to rule 30, and to report themselves at the club-house on the Saturday 
previous after 5 o’clock p.m, All members wishing to compete must clear the books 
by next Wednesday, according to rule 4. Further information can be had at Mr, 
Clark’s, the Blue Anchor, Byfleet, twenty minutes from Weybridge station,— W. H. 


BURWASH, sec. 
CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

After business a pleasant evening was passed in harmony, several good songs being 
sung. Little has been done in the way of fishing. Three dace were weighed-in, the 
largest scaling 1240z. We hear from a member of his having taken a 20Ib. pike, 
which has been sent to be set up. Members will please note that the peg-down 
match spoken of in last week’s issue is not to be fished for by members of the com- 
mittee only, but is open to all the members of this club. Members are requested to 
attend on Wednesday next at 8.30 p.m.—ALF. HE. HVANS, secretary. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual meeting on Friday last the minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved, and the members proceeded to organise plans for an outing on the 28th 
ult., separate fishing parties being arranged for Hsher, Sunbury, and Staines. The 
clerk of the scales attended the Staines expedition, which proceeded to Stanwell 
Moor, and although the sport was but tame, owing probably to the weather being 
a trifle too bright, at “time” call he had the satisfaction of recording roach, 
111, 60z., caught by Mr. T. Ryworth.—W. H. Jonson, sec, 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. j 

The usual meeting was held on Tuesday last, the attendance being limited. Mr, 
F, M. Jones being in the chair, routine business was disposed of, and the roach com- 
petition arrangements were satisfactorily concluded by the decision that for the 
convenience of all concerned the weighing-in should take place at the Railway 
Tavern, close to Ponder’s End Station, at 7.15 punctually. As the matter now 
stands, there are four prizes for the four best and three following next best specimen 
fish, and four prizes for the three following next best fish, Three of the prizes 
offered by Mr, Parker consist of three copies of “ Angling in Salt Water,” by 
J. Bickerdyke, with the view of encouraging sea-fishing. It is with feelings of 
the greatest regret I observe the death of our late highly-respected friend and 
member, Dr, J. G. Defriez, which occurred on the 29th ult, at the age of 68 years.— 
G.C, 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a splendid show of fish from the Lea at our club on the 27th inst, Mr. 
Gadbury, roach, three fish scaling 3lb. 80z.; Mr. Maybury, roach; Mr. Devon, roach ; 
Mr. Haines, roach ; Mr. Holmes, roach, and many others. The members will fish a 
pegged-down match on Monday, Sept. 12th, for a good list of prizes given for the 
occasion, Honorary and working members allowed to compete. The secretary will 
be at the club-house on Saturday, Sept. 10th, to take names and contributions to 
enable members to compete. Our distribution of prizes takes place on Sept. 22nd, 
trusting all those concerned will give in their prizes by the 19th inst. at the latest, 
—R. Murpuy, Aug. 31st. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 28th ult. the members organised a ‘“‘sweep ” at Langley, which is the first 
of the series, and ended. with the following result :—Mr. Henry, lst; Mr. J. Roach, 
2nd; and Mr. Dodd, 3rd. The following also had fish, Mr. Stoner heading the way 
with barbel, bream, and roach, 12lb. 610z., amongst which was a nice hbarbel, 
6lb. 30z, and has been sent for preservation ; Mr. Perkins, with a handsome show 
ef roach and dace, 15lb. 9oz.; Mr. Harrison, bream and dace, 5lb. 540z.; Mr. De 
Perran, chub and roach, 41b, 1340z.; Mr. C. G. and A. Crow, roach and dace; Mr, 
Green, roach and dace; Mr. Trowbridge, roach; Mr, Manley, dace; Mr, Cundy, 
dace; Mr. Hllens, roach, making a total of over 40lb. Go it, ye beauties |—C, B, 


LuMBy. 
GARRISON ANGLING SOCIETY, BIRMINGHAM, 

This society held their annual fishing contest at Hckington, near Worcester, on 
Monday, the 20th August, when 23 prizes were contested for. The first prize, a 
valuable rod and reel, présented by the host, was won by Mr. Wm, Trevor, and the 
other prizes were distributed among the members according to their catches, which 
were moderate. 

HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 28th ult., but only four members weig eds 

in a few roach and dace, and one jack by J. Thompson.—P. FAtR, sec., 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members iwere oution the 28th ult.,’when Mr. Saalsfield brought 
home a nice tench 11b, 81b., also Prussian carp, &c.; Mr. Rider, roach and perch ; 
Mr. A. Fish, bream and roach; Mr, Braham, jun., bream and roach. Our return 
visit came off on Monday, Aug, 23, when the following clubs were represented, and 
some good songs sung by our visitors :—Dalston, Good Intent, Hoxton Brothers, 
Izaak Walton, Sociable Brothers, Stoke Newington, South Hackney, Clapton, and 
Victoria,—W. H. FENN®mR, sec. ; 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

An extra meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. C. 8. Bentley in the chair, The 
previous minutes having been read and confirmed, Mr. Broad made an interesting 
statement, and was followed by the chairman, who announced that he would have 
pleasure in providing the “Islington” extra prize for the Anglers’ Benevolent 
fishing match, which takes place at Ponders’ Hnd on Sept. 10. Since the last meet- 
ing, Messrs. Bentley, Boxall, Harper, Oliver, Simson, and other members have fished, 
the best takes by far being those of Mr. Boxall, another large basket of jack from 
Cheshunt, and Mr. Oliver—a good assortment of bream, roach, and jack from the 


Broads. The proceedings closed with the usual vote to the chairman, The first 
meeting in September takes place on the 5th._C. H, KENNETT, hon, sec, 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members will compete for three special prizes on the 4thinst. They will 


also fish for three prizes on Wednesday next, Sept. 7. For full particulars see last 
week’s issue of this paper.—H. B. 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our outing last week to Carr Mill Dam was favoured in the way of weather, but 
the fishing was an inglorious failure, Messrs, H, Chandler and W. Dayies just 
managing to secure second and third prizes, the first not being won. ‘There is some- 
thing curious about this water, for, whilst well stocked with fish, fine trout 
especially, it is rare indeed that a good take is had, and it is fished by many first- 
class anglers, I beg to take this opportunity of sincerely returning mine and my 
better half’s warmest thanks to those members who presented us with the magnifi- 
cent testimonial last week, and more especially to Messrs. Gass and Wood for the 
leading parts they have taken in the movement. We have had some copious 
oho and the prospects for September are brightening every day.—Rp. WOOLFALL, 

on, sec, 
NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A boundary match will take place on Sept. 11 for three prizes. Water to be 
fished will be decided on Thursday, the 8th. Members desirous of competing will 
please be in attendance on that date——G. T. FLETCHER, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 28th ult. our outing to Staines took place, when we fished for eleven 
prizes, Owing to the water being so low and bright, only six prizes were taken, 
and those with very poor shows indeed, Mr. Hill being first with roach and dace 
Mr, Billings second, Mr. Grindley third, Mr, H, J. Underwood fourth, Mr, Roxbee 
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fifth, and Mr. Edgerton sixth. The date and conditions of fishing for the remain- 
ing five will be decided on Thursday next.—W. GREENWOOD, secretary. 
ODDS AND EVENS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 28th ult. the members of the above had a day’s outing to the Lea, between 
the Rye House and Broxbourne, driving by van to Hoddesdon, arriving at the Five 
Horseshoes between 4 and 5 a.m. A very comfortable day's fishing took place. The 
following were winners of prizes :—First, Mr. Lansdown; second, Mr. W. Davey ; 
third, Mr, E. Bullock; fourth, Mr. Smith, Messrs. Murray, Harvey, Parslow, and 
Murray, jun., also weighed-in fish—J. CUTHBERT, sec. 

PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
_ The members of this club who go in for fly-fishing have had a very sorry time of 
it this year. The private waters at Durford and Bishop’s Wa] tham have during the 
best part of the season pretty nearly dried up, and the fish with it. It isa melan- 
choly job considering they pay heavily for rent and stocking. It has been about 
the worst season all round in Hampshire ever experienced for many a year. A few 
trout were taken by a member recently in the deeps at Durford with gentles, re- 
fusing every other lure, This present week Jupiter Pluvius has put in an appear- 
ance for the first time in this locality (Portsmouth) after an absence of nearly 13 
weeks. Although copious showers and thunderstorms have visited many parts of 
West Sussex, South Hants has been passed over. Chichester Canal has reaped the 
benefit of some of it, and the water is getting into fair fishing trim. Mr, Hiscock, 
last Thursday, contrived to get about 5lb, of bream in excellent condition, but not 
large. On the same day several of the salt-water anglers were out off Bembridge in 
boat (the eastern part of the Wight). They had capital sport,and weighed-in in the 
club in the evening as follows :—Mr. C. Smith, 17lb. 60z, coal and wrass; Mr. H, 
Redward, 141b. 80z. ditto ; Mr. Poynter, 121b. 14oz. ditto, all fine and large. Very 
few bass have been taken as yet of any size. Some fair size mullet have come to 
hand off the hulks in the harbour. Now, with the change of weather and the antici- 
pations of a glorious autumn, some good sport may be devoutly wished for during 
the next two months, “afloat and ashore.”—DAGGERWOOD. 
THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening last at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden, our members held 
their usual weekly mecting, and there wasa good attendance, The chair was occupied 
by Graham Gordon, Esq., who gave a most interesting report of a visit to Littleport, 
and fishing with Mr. Brodie for bream, with the result that they took 20lb, of roach, 
put never a single bream, Early in the evening Mr. Booker registered three barbel 
from Pangbourne, 7}1b., 641b., and 5lb. respectively, and he was deservedly applauded. 
Dr. Brunton had another take of bream at Kingston, and Mr. Huggett bream from 
the Stour in Hssex, An interesting discussion took place on the question of baiting 
or over-baiting swims previous to angling in them. The question was warmly dis- 
cussed, and the opinion of the members pretty evenly. divided. A list of angling 
stations near London, issued by the Central Association, was distributed by the 
members present. Dr. Brunton was declared the winner of the bream competition, 
and Mr, Burrowes the winner of the second prize, A cordial yote of thanks to the 
chairman brought the meeting to aclose.—T. H. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of the above met on the 31st ult. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, Great 


Bath-street, On the 29th ult. we held a concert and draw for the benefit of Mr, 
Draper. A substantial sum was realised, and No. 83 was the winning number. 


Since my last report, we have hadsome good shows of fish, Messrs. R. Sharpless, 
Gay, Mallard, Ladd, Benton, Bedford, and Gregory being successful ; Mr. Sharpless 
having amongst his show one perch, Ilb. 1520z., and one roach, 1lb. ljoz. We 
extend a cordial welcome to all anglers who may wish to pay us a visit. Mr. F. 
Payne’s masterly performances on the piano will amply repay them for their 
trouble.—C. P1GGort, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the’ 25th ult, Mr. Alexander visited Twickenham, and had a turn with T. Anger, 
with whom he managed to get about 40Ib. of roach. On the 28th ult, a number of the 
members competed at Ware for prizes. The expectations were great, but failed to 
realise much more than enough to take the prizes competed for. Mr. R. Selth took 
the first with dace, Mr. T. Lene the second with reach, Mr. J. Cotterell the third 
with roach, and Mr, T, Hill the fourth with dace. Mr. J. Clarke paid a final visit to 
the Medway and succeeded in getting about 171b. of bream. Members are informed 
that the 7th of September will be quarterly night, on which occasion Mr. R. Selth’s 
motion, 7e “sewer fishing,” will have to be decided. Members interested in this 
question are requested to attend, as this notice is deemed to be special, and the 
decision arrived at by those present that evening will have to be abided by all 
all members hereafter.—PIXIE. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 28th ult. the members and a few friends of the above society went to Bury 
near Amberley, where we held our ninth annual dinner. The next return visit on 
the Clerkenwell and District United visiting list will take place on Monday, Sept. 
5, at the club house of the above society, the Horseshoe, Clerkenwelll Close. Last 
Tuesday our weekly smoking concert was well attended. Friday, Sept. 9th, is 
quarterly night, when the books will be closed, for the purpose of bringing out the 
half-yearly balance sheet.—_ JOHN BATTENSBY. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society are still having excellent sport on their waters at 
Haywood, the bream especially feeding well. Messrs. H. Kite and J. Hollins, fishing 
the river Sow on Saturday, the 20th ult., bagged 471b. of these fish, some of the fish 
being very fine. A few pike have been taken whilst bottom fishing with the worm ; 
but angling for these fish has not yet commenced in earnest. The club placed 5,000 
trout fry in the adjacent streams in April last. I had an opportunity of seeing some 
of these the other day, which appear to have done remarkably well. They have 
grown wonderfully, and look both healthy and strong.—J. HOLLINS, sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

A return visit was paid to the United Brothers, Deptford, on Tuesday last, but 
there was a very poor attendance. The next will go to the Angler’s Pride, held at 
the City Arms, Great Dover-street. A meeting of delegates will be held on Tuesday 
next at the Pitts Head, Grange-road, to make arrangements for the next competition 


(8.30 sharp).—J. CouRT, 
STAR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next return visit on the Central List takes place at the above club on Tues- 
day, September 6. Any clubs not having received notice will, by kindly accepting 
this intimation, greatly oblige—R. BARBER, sec. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 28th Mr. Kelly weighed-in 13lb. of roach and dace. On Tuesday, the 
30th ult., owing to the bad weather, there was a small attendance. Mr. Pettitt 
weighed in 10lb, of roach and dace. Our opening supper and smoking concert, as 
announced for Sept. 6th, will commence at 8.30 sharp. Members wishing to be 
present are requested to forward me their names by last post on Saturday. Members 
and friends of other societies are cordially invited to honour us with their presence. 
Harmony commences at 9.30. Outing on Sept. 6th to Ware. Members to go down 
by the 7.55 train from Liverpool-street. One rod, All fish to weigh bar jack.— 
PELICAN, 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY, 
On the 30th ult. the amalgamation promised to pay a visit to the United Brothers, 
Deptford ; but somehow, I do not know how it is, but whenever this society is 
entitled to a visit something orotheris sure to occur and prevent them receiving “ that 
pumper ” they are justly entitled to from the members of the United. Last'Tuesday 
I made’my way to the Old Kent-road, hailed a car, and in about half an hour arrived 
at the Druid’s Head, Deptford. Ifound myself the first arrival of alarge expected 
company. Conversing with the worthy host and the chairman of the evening, Mr. 
W. Tyler, about the sport the members had had during the present season, [ was 
informed that they had levied tax pretty heavily on the Medway, 20 and 30lb. 
falling to one rod being common lately. On the 28th ult., Mr. W, Tyler had 53lb, of 
bream, averaging 2lb, each, six of them going nearly 41b. each, This was the best 


o 








show that had been seen in the society this season. The whole of the fish was sold 
atone penny per pound, and the result was placed in the Preservation box. This is 
done with nearly all the fish exhibited in this society, and by this means a member 
having a fish up to the society’s standard, and wishing to have it preserved, can do 
so out of this fund, and pay it back at a trifle per week, By this means members 
can have trophies to decorate their “ one little room,” or their mansions, on easy 
terms. During my conversation, some of the expected company arrived, and about 
10 pm. I made for tue concert room, where the business of the evening 


had commenced. Glancing round the room I _ noticed among the 
company the worthy president, and also the hon, sec. of the South 
London United, Messrs. Conn, Castell, Gold, Deplidge, and many 
other familiar faces, whose names I cannot at present call to mind. 


The artists of the evening consisted of Messrs. W. Tyler, Davison, Randal, F. E. 
Selth, H. Haines, Court, Freeman, Shaw, Dr. Watts, and several other gentlemen, 
whose abilities entertained the company until 11 p.m., and then Mr. Court called 
the roll, in the middle of which the bell of the last car West was heard, and the 
rain was pouring down in torrents. To stop and hear the roll called was for me to 
lose that car; to go was to get drenched through. Of the two evils I chose the 
first, and the following is the result :—Bermondsey Brothers, Second Surrey, 
Rodney, South London, Anglers’ Pride, United Brothers, City of London, Waggoners, 
Peckham Royals, Crown Perseverance, and the Islington Brothers, The next visit will 
go to the Anglers’ Pride, the date of which will be given later on by the secretary of 
that society. All societies enrolled on this list are requested to send their representa- 
tive to the meeting that will be held at the Pitt’s Head, Bermondsey-road, on 
Tuesday next, for the purpose of deciding the next competition. Mr. W. Tyler now 
returned thanks to the company present for their visit that evening, and he assured 
them that they would not be forgotten by the United Brothers. It was now 11.30, and 
the last train leaves Deptford at 11.44, so, in company with those gentlemen going 
by that train, I left the United Brothers’ cosy quarters at a “double” for the 
station, and reached in time to get a ticket for Spa-road. Getting out here, I bade 
my companions adieu, and made the best of my way home, which I reached more 
like a drowned rat than a—PIXIE. 
ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We fish our first grand series, consisting of twelve valuable prizes, in the old 
Fleet, at Wraysbury, on September 11th ; both sides of the river allowed. Members 
can leave town by the last train on Saturday night, but not before.—THIRSTY 
TIDDLER. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 28th ult., with the follow- 
ing result :—Mr. W. Tyler, bream ; Mr. H. Tyler and Mr. J. Payne, roach and bream ; 
Mr. J. Gurrans and Mr. Windred, roach. Members of the above society will fish a 
match at Pulborough on September 4 for several money prizes.—H. T. 


UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the weekly meeting of the above society on Wednesday last the prizes for the 
best specimen of trout were given to the successful competitors. Mr. May, first prize, 
with one trout, 41b. 4802. ; Mr. Skillin, second prize, with one trout, 2lb. 150z. ; Mr. 
H. Payne, third prize, with one trout, 21b. 1451b. During the last season there have 
been upwards of 80 trout caught by rod and line in the free water of the Colne here. 
Tt was decided that we fish a peg-down match next Monday for six prizes between 
Denham lock and the next bridge towards Harefield, to commence at 10 a.m, until 
6 p.m., bottom fishing only.—TH. PAYNE, sec. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on the Ist inst., Mr, Bayley presiding. A 
fair muster of members were present. Mr. Sparrow weighed in roach and perch 
from the Thames, 71b. 140z. ; largest roach, 1lb. 1joz. The annual grand outing will 
take place on the 8th inst., all members to meet at Euston Station for the 7.30 train. 
We received a deputation from the South London United to challenge us to fish 
with them on the Thames on the 11th inst. for a supper.—MILLER’S THUMB. 


WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair attendance of members on the 25th ult., when it was arranged to 
fish a match roving aa Wraysbury, on September 4, all members to go first train in 
the morning. We had a good show of fish on the 27th ult, from the Thames. 
Among the fish weighed was a very pretty trout of about 41b., taken at Hampton 
by Mr. H. Isley, a late member of the Waggoners; Mr. J. Everley also having 
bream, 241b., from Hsher,—J. Russ, sec. 
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A SUGGESTION.—With due reverence, I would venture to suggest to the cheery 
and truthful observer, “The Amateur Angler,” to beg “ Venator’s”” double-gun 
for a shot, on the quiet, at partridges over a dog or dogs. The genial author need 
not much fear trouble therefrom for shooting at, or really killing game—without 
a hound or other certificate. He would be in capital company—of those who had 
done the like! Fancy our venerable friend, the “ A.A,” walking, with double-gun 
in hand, to “ standing ” dogs, and when the big covey bursts up, firing—at random, 
or into the “ brown of ’em,” or bringing down his brace becomingly. The sensation 
might be new, if not unique ; and the readers of the “F.G.” would like to know 
all about it from his point of view. The shooter for the nonce might even try to 
“yoll over” a hare sidling away from a potato patch. The great charm of “The 
Amateur Angler’s” doings ona farm or with a fly-rod is, that he acknowledges his 
failures as well as his occasional successes.—RUSSET. 


Depictine Sport.—-It might be asked in all humility how can an artist faith- 
fully depict any branch of sport without ke is familiar with its spirit and practical 
details? Weall know that Sturgiss can draw the horse either while running a race 
or running away with a coach ; but that any man could paint or draw a partridge- 
shooting scene, for instance, with the dogs “staading,” or while “ birds” were being 
killed, without having himself frequently joined in the sport, is impossible. - How, 
again, could any non-angler faithfully pourtray the “rise” of a salmon or trout, 
the “bob” of a float, cr the silvery-gleaming sides of a hooked roach of a pound or 
more? Nay, how can anybody unacquainted with the sport even caricature it, 
while preserving some of its spirit? An old print appeared a few years since in the 
FISHING GAZETTE representing an angler dibbling for chub in the Lea, and the 
thing was done so true to Nature thatthe ripple made by the rising fish for the dainty 
morsel could be plainly seen. An angler-artist did it for certain, But whata splendid 
field for a clever angler-artist there is to depict scenes by the riverside—scenes old, 
but ever new !—bred in the living spirit of a Landseer in another branch. Old mills 
and weirs and the pollards are “ turned-out” by the score every year ; but why does 
not some clever artist depict a trout beginning his “ priming ” on the early-hatched 
May Flies, as the “beauty” lies in all his war-paint beside the tail of a weed or in mid- 
stream, and while in the act of sucking-in a “drake”? Then,as a companion pic- 
ture, the leap of the hooked fish, and the angler, cool and confident of victory. Let 
no thought of ’Arry obtrude. Let the pictures be only true to life, and the pair 
would be appropriately hung “on the line ” at the next Royal Academy Exhibition. 
Some loving angler would be pretty sure to purchase the pictures, and probably 
would allow the subjects to be engraved or etched for the gratification of so many 
others who could only afford a moderate outlay.—W. F. 


OLosp oF THE TRENT SALMON SEASON.—The salmon season on the lower parts 
of the Trent came to an end on Wednesday. Apparently it has been a most success- 
fulone. The majority of the fish have been caught above Gainsborough, though the 
Ferry nets have yielded fairly well, At Mr, G. M, Hutton’s fishing station some very 
fine fish have been taken, running, in some instances, to 301b. and 36lb., and they 
have fetched high rates throughout the season. At Butterwick the luck of the net 
holders is said to have been very bad, Dead salmon have been singularly few, and 
during theseason a good many sturgeon, some weighing over 8 stone, have been 
captured, ; 
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THE NEW “ACME” LINES 


meeiiMova. ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


RIES 
| Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 




















Without above Mark SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 


no Lines or Rods are Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
ily-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the IMPROVED ‘ AOME’ Line lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
‘LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr. Cholmondcley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us. With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d, per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c,, without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named, 


For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES, 


“JT find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FISHING GAZETTE, 


September, 1886. 
Position of Hooks ag Pertinent tated “My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 
geen from Wing from beneath, when on ° 


Points. eaten Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


7 ied. d over 200 Illustrations—the 1 t i ; ; i 
The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 Bee ~~ pole tes the [Ttaae chin. is serene issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps 

















ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, | Angling Reminiscences 
FISHING TACKLE m . 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY) 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s, per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. FRANCIS FRANCIS, 
6 & i, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, EC, Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. Can be had post 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. free by sending stamps to 


1! SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON 
ANGLER S; OBSERVE 188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. : 


Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle. FO R T i E | [ 4 AL i N D Ny é | 
e.°e 


BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, 1s. 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 

from 2s, Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from Retin Saper y oe baie ey ey 

Brices. SEINNING DILTO, Btained. Ash, 2 joints,: wine EPHIG SLLOUNg Ooi eae rs ae Loch Flies, large selection, including Mr. Murdoch’s Specialities for Sutherland, 2s. to 3s, 

SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from a aoiade Lass ark ine fing, medium, and stot (hays wang a ine eilaad prrpeer sti 
dozen ; Trout Rods, 12ft., from 103. 6d.; 14ft. from 14s.; 16ft. Dee Grilse pattern (a light, 
powerful, Greenheart Rod, for long casting), from 2ls.; 24in. Brass Check Reel, to hold 60 


6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c.. in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and 

tapered butt, in bag, very superior, 1ls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from 1s.; with adjustable check, 
yards Grilse waterproof silk line from 4s, 6d. ; best prepared Waterproof Silk Line for trout 
(strong enough for salmon), from 2s. 6d. per 20 yards ; Brown’s Phantoms, trout sizes, 23, 6d, 


5,3 ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINKS, 8 yards, 3d, each ; best,4jd. HOOKS, 
Single Gut Spinning Traces, ls. and ls. 6d, Treble Gut Traces, ls. 64, 


best, on gut, from 5d.dozen. FLIKS, best Trout. 1s. per dozen. 
FOR THE SEA!! 


SPECIALITY.—PLAITED SILK LINES (warranted pure) :—Fine, 30yds., 9d.; 40yds., 1s. Medium, 
Sixty yards Sea Line, 1s. 6d.; 80 yards, 2s.; 100 yards, 2s. 6d. Cast of Twelve Sea Flies on 


bOyds., 1s.531. Stout, 75yds., 3s. 144. 
strong single gut (3 to4 yards long), 2s.; dressed with tinsel, 3s. The same on double 


SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 
Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 

twisted gut, 3s.; tinselled, 4s. 100 Sea Bait Hooks on Twisted Hair, 2s. New Lamprey 
Kel, five inches long, 2s. 6d. Leviathan Spinning Trace, ls. 6d. Treble Gut Spinning 


See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18, 1884. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREE. 

Traces, 1s.6d. Brown’s Phantoms, 2s. 6d. and 3s.6d. (See Letter below.) 
BROWN’S PHANTOM IN THE SEA. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 
“To the Hditor of the FISHING GAZETTE.—Sir,—It may interest some of your readers to know J had 


great sport among the Bass at Ilfracombe last week with Brown’s Leaded Phantom, when they would 
SELL the FINEST the World Produces look at no other bait. I was out with Barbary on two mornings, and took some heavy fish on each 
AT 3., A POUND. 


occasion. In fact, the minnow was no sooner in the water than it was taken. I found the same result 
last autumn at Gairloch (Ross-shire) with the Lythe, when I took 40 to 50 fish a day, many of them 
heavy fish of 8lb, and 91b.—I am, &c., 8S. HOBBS, Junr., 18th Sept., 1886.” 
Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 





Robertson's New “Leviathan” Spinning Trace, 


Made of a fine wire not much thicker than a single horsehair, and strong enough to pull out 
LEVIATHAN! Two or three yards long, ls, 6d. 
FOR SEA FISHING, PIKE FISHING, AND SALMON FISHING. 





“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWN’S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CaSTING. 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to apecify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.”’ on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.O. ; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 7, WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C., LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


FARLOW’S 


“Safety” Cast Box. 
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Made with a flanged rim to prevent the Casts 
being damaged in closing the lid. 
In two sizes :—4in. wide, fin. deep; or bin. wide, 
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New —_—_—_—_ f 
FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR Improved Girth for 
B 
AND NET. 1887 GRATIS. Dea kad Wetsint 





JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 





FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light, and has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigus 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which I em now fishing with it. The Keeper said to-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso, Fishing with it isa 
positive luxury.”— COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN’S “MULTUM in PARVO” FLY RODS, 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fiy-rod.”.—IISHING GAZETTS, 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Fsq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 
in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make apy use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 
glad that you should do so. Iam sure the red deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


MANCHESTER LINES. 








NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
ee FIRST Clas on From EDWARD OTTO PARTRIDGE, Esq. 
se; SPARK 


“ Llanwareth, Builth , Jan. 16th, 1872. 
TRADE 





Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked intothe centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through, We 
brougbt out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
eluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable. 

Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘ Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work.” 





TO ANGLERS 
OF GOOD 


Killing Baits for all kind of Fish, price ls. per pint. Well-cured Wasp Grubs, price 8s, per pound, on 
receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob-street, Bradford, Yorkshire. 


GENTLES 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


MIXTURE. 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 


SMOKING 





JOHN MAYO & SON, 
CIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD. 





“ Last year I had one of your make of Taper 
Salmon Lines through Mr. Hotchkis, of Llanwisk. 
There may be some prejudice against your new 
make of lines, but cannot imagine why; for asa 
fisherman of 40 years,I have found nothing to 
compare with them,” 

Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—‘ Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see bere can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—“ I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Panjaub, India, writes :—“ Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“ The 
Manchester Lines have three spevial merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 
lines.” 

N.B.—Ivery class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 


QUALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


ilb., Pcst fre>, 1s, 7d, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 











40 “- Putney, 
45 i. cacti tony 
50 r arnes, 

Add 55 ir Kew. 
75 . Richmond, 
80 7 Twickenham, 
85 +. Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, September 3 oct eae 2.29 a6 see 2.46 
Sunday, rf 4 wee aa 3.2 sae ee 3.17 
Monday, % 5 see eee 3.32 ose eee 3.48 
Tuesday, x 6 tee oa 4.5 Ba eee 4.21 
Wednesday, '. 7 jee eats 4.35 aes eee 4.51 
Thursday, CF 8 oe eee 5.6 ees ese 5.20 
Friday, A 9 ans ABO 5.37 tee aa 5.56 


as River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetier-lane, London 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

Thankful enough are both anglers and fishermen to see the rain, and whether it 
comes to a flood or not, the river will be so far benefitted that the water will be 
freshened up, and of a better character for sport. It is remarkable during the last 
few weeks how enormous has been the quantity of roach and dace that have been 
taken each week in every portion of the metropolitan river below Staines. The 
fishermen have been well employed, and the anglers have not felt any desire to 
grumble. In the general desire amongst anglers to respect the law in regard to the 
sizes of fish, they should each possess one of the rules as introduced by Mr. Jones, 
of the Swan Hotel, Staines, which has been so well noticed in the FISHING GAZETTE. 
It will be seen from the Twickenham report there has been a great take of roach, the 
largest that has been made this season, besides other good takes, 

ANGLING! RESULTS. 

RIcHMOND.—Job Brain, in five days, 78lb. of roach and dace, and one barbel. 
J. Brain, jun., in five days, 801b. Christopher Brown, during the week, 72lb., and a 
couple of barbel. F. Brown, in six days, 901b.; and Henry Howard, during the 
week, 100lb. 

TWICKENHAM.—Mr, John Alexander, of London, fishing with Thomas Anger, in 
one day, 40lb. weight of good roach ; aud the same fisherman, with other customers, 
in four and a half days, 601b. of roach and dace, two barbel, and three bream. 
S. Cole, in six days, 1201b.,and two bream. George Coxen, in six days, 901b., and two 
bream. John Coxen, jun., in four days, 501b. KR. Coxen, in three days, 401b. John 
Dobbin, in one day, with Mr. Cox and friend, 3541b. of roach and dace, and in four 
other days, 851b. J. Dunn, in seven days, 70lb. E. Finch, during the week, 701b. 
John Frost, in three days, 301b. R. Moffatt, in four days and a half day, 401b., and 
one bream. H. Spiers, in seven days, 170lb. John Spong, in one day, with Mr. W. 
Eydmann and his brother, of the Acton Piscatorial Society, sixteen dozen of roach 
and dace, weighing 453lb. ; and in six other days, fifty-eight dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—W. McBride, in five days, twenty-five and a half dozen, two barvel, 
and three jack. B. Stevens, in one day, eight dozen ; and J, Baldwin, in three days, 
twenty-one dozen, and one perch, 

Kinegston.—John Johnson, sen., writes ; “I have had two days’ fishing this weck, 
and got plenty of roach ; but could only keep one out of every five on an average. 
The gudgeon run fine in deep water. John Johnson, jun., has got seven bream, all 
fine fish, and one barbel, besides roach and dace. J. Wilkes reports his best day as 
ten dozen of roach and dace, The bank-fishers have not done so well this last week. 
I do not note any of the sewer-fishing. A private punt yesterday got a few fine 
gudgeon, some large dace, and a few good roach. I have seen three large fish of 
prey ; but not near enough to tell what they were.’’ Mr. Dickinson has been getting 
a few bream, the largest 5}1b., and a few good roach. 

Lone Ditton.—H, Buttery has been getting about seven dozen of fine roach in 
the day. 

THames Ditron.—Mr, Abraham, during the week, has taken ten dozen of 
roach and dace, and one barbel. H. Rogerson, nine dozen of gudgeon and a few 

erch. 
s Hampton Court.—Thomas Wheeler has been getting about seven dozen of roach 
and dace, and three barbel, each day. John Smith, about eight dozen, some barbel, 
and five gudgeon. James Hedger, the same average. William Milbourne, one day, 
seven dozen ; and another day, five dozen, one barbel, and a chub of 3lb. Thomas 
Milbourne, during the week, twenty dozen. A gentleman, in a private boat, a trout 
of 33lb. 

SunBURY.—Edward Clarke, in one day, sixteen dozen of roach and dace, and, 
during the other portion of the week, eleven barbel, ten bream, and forty dozen of 
roach and dace. J. Lock, one day, thirteen and a half dozen of roach and dace ; and, 
during the rest of the week, twenty dozen of roach and dace. Mrs, Chuter, in one 
day, eighteen dozen of gudgeon. Thomas Stroud, in three days, twenty-two dozen 
of roach, seven barbel, and six chub, Alfred Stroud, in four days, twenty dozen of 
roach, four barbel, and fifteen dozen of gudgeon. John Stroud, in six days, thirty 
dozen of roach, nine barbel, and five jack. Thomas Stroud, jun., in four days, 
twenty-four dozen of roach, three barbel, and twelve dozen of gudgeon. 

WALTON.—H, Searle, for S, Rosewell, one day, six and a half dozen of roach 
and dace, and two bream; another day, eight dozen ; another day, in three hours, 
four dozen ; and another half-day, four dozen, and five dozen of gudgeon. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, in one day, ten dozen of gudgeon ; another day, six 
dozen and two dozen of roach and dace; and another day, seven dozen and three 
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dozen of roach and dace ; W. House, in one day, ten dozen of gudgeon and two dozen 
of roach and dace. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, one day, 15lb. of roach and dace ; another day, in two 
hours, four dozen ; and other day, with Mr. Lea, five dozen, three barbel, and one 
chub. 

LALEHAM.—Alfred Harris, in two days, nine dozen 6f roach and dace ; and another 
day, seven barbel. 

Prenton Hoox.—Messrs. Helms and Batten, in six days, with F, Collier, seventy 
dozen of roach and dace, three barbel, and fifty dozen of gudgeon. 

SrainEs.—J. Keene, jun., in five days, thirty dozen of roach and dace, seven 
barbel, and five jack ; H, Keene, jun., twenty-six dozen of roach and dase, two barbel, 
and one bream, , 





UPPER THAMES. 


The continuous fall of rain is grandly improving the fishability of the Thames. 
Barbel have come on “like mad,” and a vigorous distribution of lebs will not now 
be a gratuitous one. Very few anglers seem to have ventured out during the past 
week, my scribes from the various stations only reporting the takes of gudgeon of 
from twenty to thirty dozens per day. Barometer falling, wind rising, and fishing 
prospects in medias res—MARLOW Buzz, Sept. 1. 


Thames (Datchet). : 
We are having an abundance of rain. The river will soon be thick. I have seen 
several trout on the feed the last week ; intend having one to-morrow. Out to-day 
with a partner and got a fine lot of dace, roach, and chub, two barbel, and a trout, 
which got off just as he was in sight of the net : on the 27th, 301b. of barbel, with 
lobworm; on the 29th, the barbel would not touch a worm, but we caught them 
with greayes in the same swim, so here is an end to the cross-baiting theory—it is 
better than so much loss of time shifting. If my patron had been more successful 
landing the barbel I should have had several good ones to have mentioned, the largest 
fish 6lb., with dace hook. Gudgeon have been caught in any quantities; we only 
want to get out now for sport.—G, LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Goring). 
Have been out four days, and have taken about four 
Only about 


Water still low and clear, 
dozen of perch each day, but all small; they are taking minnows best. 
two dozen takeable out of the lot.—JoHN Rusu, Sept. 1. 


Thames (Windsor). 

The recent copious downpours which have been very general along the Thames 
Valley will doubtless improve all-round angling, though the land requires a great 
quantity before any is likely to drain into the riverand colour it. Barbel are still shy, 
and very few have been taken, the biggest bag being six (largest 531b.), by Mr. Paice, 
of Eton Wick, who, the same evening secured six chatb (largest 341b.) and an eel of 
14lb. Roach are being taken, but dace are feeding well at gentles ; Mr. Grimmett, of 
London, out with R. Gray, had nine dozen very fine fish ; and another patron over 
eight dozen. Mr.and Mrs. Lingwood, Mr. J. Crook, and Mr, Timms enjoyed a capital 
24 hours’ sport one evening, taking a pretty miscellaneous bag, comprising several 
dozen dace, roach, and gudgeon ; the latter fish still come to the rake well, Messrs. G. 
and A, Wright and F. Halliday, of Eton, taking twenty-five dozen and two perch in 
the day. Whilst ledgering for barbel, an angler fouled, by the trigger-guard, and 
recovered a double-barrelled gun by Lancaster, which had been lying in the bed of 
the river over five years, and was dropped by Mr. W. Pritchard, of Old Windsor, whilst 
out shooting on the river, all efforts to recover it at the time being fruitless.—B. R. 
BAMBRIDGE, 





Aberffraw (Lake Coron). 


Lake very low, but clear, and in fair order for fly-fishing. The long-expected 
rain comes in fitful showers, but until we get a steady downpour of twenty-four 
hours the lake will not rise to its usual level. In bottom-fishing with a single wasp 
grub, Mr. Rowley, Manchester, took 201b. of trout in three days, the best sport for a 
long time. Noah Boswell, with a March Brown, one 14lb., and one 11b. The writer, 
two at a time, singularly enough, one 3lb. and the other #lb.; both took March 
Brown. Some fair sport was obtained; on the sea when weather permitted. Mr. 
Kelly and Dr. Hensman had some fine bream, conger, small pollack, and a bass.— 


Wm. HuaGues, Aug. 30, 
E ; Ancholme (Caistor). 

To give some idea of the Ancholme as a fishing resort, I may state that recently 
there have been from 500 to 1,000 anglers per week upon the water. These visitors 
mainly come from Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley, and other large towns. We have 
had some welcome showers ; but the thirsty land has absorbed most of the moisture. 
Sport has generally been fair during the week, the chief fish, roach and bream, many 
of the latter scaling from 3lb. to 41b. On Thursday last, one angler caught three 
stones of fish in six hours. The best catches are made just now above Brigg, as the 
water is there in better condition—THOoMAS Forp, 

Chichester. 

Rain is falling in torrents as I write on this, the Glorious First—the Feast of St. 
Partridge. The rain to anglers is indeed a glorious one, but to knights of the 
trigger a sad disappointment. So heavy have been the showers of the past few days 
that ponds are now overflowing which were comparatively dry brooks, and rivers 
are fast filling up, being at present clouded. During the week sport generally has 
been meagre. At Chichester canal some fair baskets of bream and roach have been 
made ; but nothing of any size has been noted excepting a handsome perch scaling 
1lb. 9f0z., taken with gentlesa few days since, The Arun and Adur have yielded 
some excellent roach, and in the upper waters of the Ouse heavy fish up to 1lb. 6oz. 
have been taken, The large bass are now on the coast, and with mullet and codling 
should afford good sport. I saw a brace of mullet near Chichester, yester- 
day, which scaled 141lb. These fine fish were taken by the netsmen at Selsea on Wed- 
nesday. With a few days’ fine weather, Selham will repay a visit}; fine roach and 
dace are numerous.—GEORGE F. SALTER. 


Creek (Southery). 


The above water, which is three miles from Littleport Railway Station, on G.E., 
is clean from weeds, in splendid condition, and one of the best fishing stations in the 
county. Anglers must apply to the landlord of the Ship Hotel, The Creek, who will 
be happy to meet anyone at the station if required ; all fish well on the feed.—J. O. 
GEORGE. 

f ; Dove and its Tributaries. 

During the past night and occasionally to-day we have had a fair lot of rain. 
This has already raised the brooks, many of them half a foot, and the road washings 
have discoloured them. The main stream still runs clearer up here; but as the 
rain does not seem to clear off, there is a prospect of getting more water in the 
river. Up amongst the hills hereabout heavy rain usually quickly gets into the 
watercourses, but it also quickly runs down. The Doverises at an elevation of close 
on 2,000ft. above sea level, and it has a rapid fall almost its entire length. The 
lower part of the river should be to-day in first-rate trim for either fly or midwater 
fishing. Mr, Wm. Mayo, of Oxford, took, fishing on the Crakemarsh water, in an 
hour or two on Wednesday last, 53 brace, and on Thursday, in an equally short time, 
4% brace of grayling with the fly. Mr, Adeshead took a large trout from the Bentby 
brook on Saturday evening, also with the fly; the caterpillar being a killer, A 
big trout weighing 3lb. was taken the other day by Mr. Grindy from his pond at 
the Ashbourne Lodge with the minnow. Rain has fallen all day to-day (Thursday) 
and continues. Water is in first-rate condition from Hlastone downwards.—FOsTER 
Bros,, Ashbourne. 

Derwent (Ambergate). 


Rain has fallen at last in quantities sufficient to make an impression on height of 
the stream, which is at about summer level and still rising, and very much dis- 
poloured, Owing to the unsettled state of the weather little angling has been done. 


A few eels and coarse fish have been taken to-day by bottom-fishing. By the middle 
of next week the Derwent should be in good order for fly-fishing. The best flies to 
use will be the Throstle Dun—* wings from yellow part of throstle’s wing feather, 
with three turns of game-cock’s hackle, with light-brown body—a very killing fly 
on the Derwent after a fresh,” the Whirling Blue Dun, and Red Spinner.—AMBER 


Dun, 
Esk (Cumberland). 

During the past week the thunder-showers proved very beneficial to anglers in 
the lower reaches of this river, and also to fishers in the Liddle, some anglers having 
as many as thirty whiting. This fish has been remarkably plentiful in the Esk this 
season, and it is still ascending the river. Salmon are showing well, and several 
fine ones have been landed in the lower reaches. Mr. Scott, of Holmfoot, has had a 
salmon of 15lb. weight, a grilse weighing 4lb., and a number of sea-trout and 
whiting ; Mr. Bagshawe and family have had some good baskets of trout and 
whiting, and good baskets have also been obtained by Mr. Yates, Woodslee ; Messrs. 
W. Armstrong, D. Edgar, T. Graham, and A, Porteous, Rowanburn, In the Langholm 
waters some fair sport has been had at nights ; but day fishing has been very unpro- 
ductive. Inthe Longtown waters several good-sized salmon have been killed. 


Esk (Whitby). 


We have had several heavy showers of rain during the past week, but the land 
being parched speedily absorbed the moisture, and very little found its way into 
the river. The water, or what there is of it, has not been in the least coloured, 
and in no part is the river fishable. Only very few salmon have been able to get 
over the dam, and there are hundreds waiting for a flood to get up into the upper 
reaches of the river. Very large quantities of salmon and salmon-trout are being 
caught at the mouth of the river and on the rock edge by the fishermen with 
the net, and only the other day one small coble landed between 15 and 16 stone,— 


ene saps 
Tdle (Notts). ; 

The rains of the past week have doneimuch to improve the angling on this stream, 
which had got not only low and fine, but foul with dirty weeds. There were also 
many weeds floating from the cutting operations on Clumber Lake and elsewhere. 
Notwithstanding, however, there have been some decent takes since last writing. 
Below Retford several good baskets of roach, dace,’perch, and grayling were made, 
the best about Mattersey, where one angler bagged 241b., another 301b., and a third 
close upon 5 stone, chiefly roach and dace. Several pretty good baskets have been 
made at Bollam and Gamston. Trout have been quiet; but it is expected some 
decent sport will be had next week.—L., Sept. 1. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing.—During the week there has not been much done in the way of fish- 
ing, owing to the unsettled state of the weather. A few parties have been out on 
the fishing marks, and their catches average from 15lb. to 201b. per boat. There has 
been very little done with rod and line from the pier, a few small fish having been 
taken, such as whiting, pout, codling, &c. Some good fishing may be expected when 
the weather becomes a little more settled. It is at present squally, with winds 
varying from §.W. to S.H.—H. Comur, Sept. 1. 


Lake District. 

The memorable drought is at last at an end; rain has fallen heavily, and the 
rivers and lakes are quickly getting back to their normal condition. The great 
quantities of sea-fish which were waiting to run are now ascending the rivers in 
numbers, and some good takes have been had. At Low Levens, Mr. Cottam had 10, 
12, and 15 bright fish upon three occasions, and the anglers at the Waiste are now 
being fairly successful. Here the following gentlemen have been out :—Messrs. 
Garnett, three fish ; Bannermann, seven fish; Bleaze, five fish ; Currol, four fish ; 
McGowan, five fish ; Beatle, seven fish ; and Whitehead, five fish. A'though there 
are now great quantities of flies on, trout-fishing has not yet come round. In the 
Mint, Mr. R. Park has had nine and ten nice trout, and in the Sprinteight. In the 
upper reaches of the Kent, upon three occasions, Mr. H. Mann has taken 5, 8, and 
10 good fish. Coarse-fishing still continues good, and there have been nice takes of 
both roach and rudd and some pike. The char have now returned to shallower 
waters. -EPHEMER, Sept. Ist. 


Lea (Tottenham). 

“ The rain it raineth every day.” Such I am pleased to say has been the rule this 
week in this district, consequently the river is much improved, and angling prospects 
much brighter. To-day (Thursday) the water is a splendid colour and of greater 
volume, and Messrs. Woodward, Gill, Frank, and others have all been getting roach. 
Earlier in the week, Mr. Wilmot killed a iroach of 11b., 20z., and Mr. Carter, one of 
the same weight and two sizeable jack. Some good roach and dace have been taken 
by Mr. Bensley whipping with fly—HAcCKLES RED. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is getting in good order now after the rain that we have had lately ; 
but there has not been many fish taken the last few days on account of the water 
being so very bright—Wm, COWELL, 

Lea (Ware). 

Owing to the splendid rains we have had here the last four days, angling prospects 
look brighter than they have done this season. Some good takes of roach have been 
had by J. Baldock. One I saw last night (Wednesday) going about 8lb. ; all-good 
fish. He has also had several jack. I heard of a pound dace being taken at the 
“Boom,” but did not see it. The bait has been caddis. It is raining at time of 
writing (Thursday night). Ifanglers want jack or perch bait, J. Baldock has a 
plentiful supply —HENRyY PAGE, Sept. 1. 

Leicester, 

During this week there has been a great change in the atmospheric conditions, 
Since this day week we have been visited by a series of thunderstorms accompanied 
by very heavy rains. The change, although it has greatly interfered with the 
operations of anglers, will prove most beneficial in every way. As a necessary con- 
sequence, visitors to the riverside have been scarce, and sport among the few anglers 
who have ventured out only moderate. A few chub and roach, with a brace or two 
of pike, is all that has been done, The first step of the effort to stock 
the Leicester Angling Society's preserves with trout was carried out 
successfully on Saturday. The fish were two, three, and four year old, 
the largest being 14in, and the smallest 7in. The next lot are expected this week, 
and asit will take a large quantity to stock the whole of the river, the society, after 
obtaining all the stock fish they can procure, intend to hatch out a few thousand 
ova. Meanwhile the secretary of the society informs me that he would be glad of 
any suggestions from experienced trout-anglers to his address—Mr. Hardy, Devon- 
shire-street, Leictster, A slight error crept into my note of last week. It was 
stated that the trout sent to Leicester last Saturday were from the Thornton Re- 
servoir; but this was not the case, the fish being taken from a stream in the neigh- 
bourhood of that village. On Thursday rain fell heavily the greater part of the 
day, and had not ceased at a late hour at night.—ALERT, 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


Since I wrote my last reports of great takes of tench they seem to have quite gone 
off feed, and in the place of them the chub have on several occasions been feeding 
very freely. Dr. Bigg had a grand take on Saturday of twelve fish, averaging 3lb. 
each fish ; all were taken before 11 o’clock inthe morning. We.have had a splendid 
fall of rain, and the water is much better for it, and I have no doubt the next report 
from me will signify same. We have staying with us Mr. West, of Haling Dean, who 
has had the misfortune of losing a very large jack after bringing it to the punt ; he 
has just left the house to try again for him, and I hope next week to give to you 
the exact weight of the fish ; he has been also among the perch, although the largest 
did but weigh 14lb, Mr. Pillrow and friend, from Haggerston, took some of the best 
roach I have seen, although not so large, as they averaged #lb., but were in excel- 
lent condition. Mr, Pillrow threw out a live-bait just in front of my sitting- 
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room and had the good luck to catch five jack, not very large, but good fish.—A, 
C. CRITCHFIELD, 
Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The heavy rain which has fallen during the past week has materially improved 
fishing prospects, and induced a large number of rodsters to try conclusions, In 
the Willington length angling has been briskly pursued, and, taken on the whole, 
the sport has been better this week than has been the case for some time past. 
The Derwent is now running higher with a nice fresh, and fish are well on the feed. 
Some nice bags of roach and perch were made on Tuesday by Derby anglers. In 
the higher reaches the fishing has not been so brisk, owing in part to the shallow 
water, In the Duffield club waters some good takes of trout and grayling have 
been made both from the Ecclesburn and the Derwent, The canals have yielded a 
fair amount of sport.—G. R. B. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are in very much better condition for fishing this week than they 
have been for some time. Rain has been had and the fish are well on the feed, 
trout fishing haying finished, it being a very quiet time this season. It is to be 
hoped that some good sport will be had with the grayling. The Pinsley is low— 
little sport in it—_GWyNNE. 

Ouse (Brandon). 

Since my last report I have seen the perch and pike as reported last week caught 
by Dr. Waters (Brandon) on a card (photo.) ; it must have been a splendid show, 
Since then the same gentleman has taken a perch,with others, in the above water, 2}1b. 
This fish is being set up. Roach and all coarse fish are well on; but anglers should 
go to the Ram Hotel, and secure a boat to get good sport.—J. O. Grora@x, Aug. 31. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 


Since my last report the water has improved through the rece nt showers, and 
bream have been feeding more this last week than they have for some time past. 
Several very good catches have been had, both bream and roach. On the 29th inst, 
I saw 10 very good bream that. were taken in the morning, and a fine roach, as good 
aone as I have seen for some time, going 2lb., and several more good ones have been 
taken since, and they are still on the feed, although the weather is stormy, wind 
blowing very hard. Some have been among the perch with good sport, but not very 
large ones, I have no doubt. but what the fish will feed, for the weather is more 
favourable than it has been for some weeks. Prospects good.—H. Rout. 


Stenness and Harray (Orkney). 


The improvement in the trout-fishing in these lochs during the past week is very 
marked, and there is every prospect of good fishing for a month or more before the 
close of the season. On Wednesday, 24th, Mr. Leask, Stenness, had a’ basket of 
21lb. in the lower reaches of the Harray loch, the largest trout weighing 33lb. 
Messrs. Fatham, two English gentlemen, haye had good success on the Stenness 
loch. On Saturday, 20th, they had 13 trout weighing 13Ib., largest trout 4#1b. On 
Thursday, 25th, they killed 223lb., largest trout 63lb. On Monday, 29th, they 
killed 11 trout weighing 21lb., the two largest. weighing respectively 5 and 7lb. 
Several of these are sea-trout.—NORSEMAN, Aug. 29. 


P Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 

The weather in this part is all the angler can desire, dull and stormy ; now and 
then a bright sunshine prevails, yet it is a fine chance for the fly-fisher. There is no 
doubt that before this day closes many brace of grayling will be numbered with the 
past records and doings of some of our local anglers, though some have taken to the 
gun, and the partridge will feel the lead instead of the fish the hook. To-day close 
‘season begins for salmon-fishing with nets ; the anglercan go on until October 31st 
‘in this district. The flies for trout and grayling I recommend, and it is 38 years 
since I caught my first grayling with the fly dressed by my father, and named the 
Pale Blue, then comes the Blue Dun, Sky Blue, and Hare's Ear ; there are also the 
‘Orange Tag, Red Tag, and Green Insect.—J. A. GRIFFIN. 


Teme (Ludlow). 

The water in the district has been greatly refreshed by the recent heavy falls of 
yain, The fish have since sported better at the fly, and have been taking the 
maggot and wasp grub well. Some good-sized trout have been landed. <A few good 
fish have been. caught with the red worm. <A large dish of fish were taken on 
Tuesday from the Corve. 
than they have been for some time, 
LUDLOW. 


Good fish have been taken in them.—S, 


Teme (Tenbury) 
© The Teme in this district is greatly improved since the late rains. The fish have 
‘been sporting better, and several nice lots of good fish taken with the fly, and some 
bottom-fishing. Good eels have been caught. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are 


all in good order for fishing, Good fish have been taken in them with the wasp 


grub.—WORCESTER. 
Tyne. 


Rain has descended in torrents every day since my last report, and in consequence 


the river has risen to a considerable extent ; and by the time these lines appear in | 


print will be in good fishing order. The net-fishing for salmon closed on this river 
on Wednesday last, after one of the poorest seasons.on record, The rod-fishing 
extends till the 15th October, and if the state of the river will allow the fish to get 
up, a grand autumn’s fishing should ensue, Dace and roach-fishing has yielded 
good sport to its votaries during the last week, while trout-fishing has been by no 


means unprofitable. At Newburn last Friday, Mr. Hutchinson got about three | 


dozen good roach and dace with maggot. I was out at Wylam on the same day, 
but only managed to secure a dozen dace with wasp grub, owing to pike disturbing 
three swims which had been carefully baited. Whittle Dene reservoirs have been 
giving better sport since the rain, Thursday night.—Had a stroll along the river 
this afternoon, but very few anglers out. A good fresh is in the river, but has not 
yun down sufficiently yet. I managed to get a dozen dace in an hour with wasp 
grub,—FARI10, 
Trent (Lincolnshire). 

The tides are fast putting in again, and are becoming troublesome. The water 
is already thick and warpy. Years ago, before netting was so common, it mattered 
not what state the water was in, nor what tides were on, neap, half-sprung, or 
egres. The fish were plentiful, and always took; now anglers in the Gainsboro’ 
district have to consult the state of the river. Inspector Swanick, of the Trent 
Board, is in our neighbourhood preparing his report. The new Navigation Act of 
this year is producing its result, According to one of its sections, no fishing or other 
boat can anchor so that any part of her or of her gear shall obstruct the navigable 
channel, All the “beam net” boats in years gone by took up this now prohibited 
position, for all salmon, eels, and lampreys work up and down in the navigable 
channel. It is simply a navigation question, but it suits other interests as well. 
Instead of there being 33 beam nets at work, I hear that last week there were only 
11. More may yet get to work, but under the present restrictions the game is 
scarcely worth the candle. The salmon nets are off the water to-day, I believe. We 
may soon expect to be amongst over-big carp bream, September is their month, 
probably from the undisturbed state of the waters after the salmon netting finishes, 
It has certainly been a grand season, A few barbel and white bream have been 
taken this week, and a visit to the Ancholme has been well repaid, one angler land- 
ing three bream, of combined weight of 11lb. Some splendid specimen perch have 
been taken out of one of the lord of the manor’s ponds. Heavy local showers on 
Wednesday. We shall be looking for a fresh if rain continues.—RoDsTER, 
September 1. 

Trent and Lower Dove (Burton). 


This has, without doubt, been the best season for bottom-fishing we have had 
about this district for many a long year, immense_quantities of roach haying been 





The Clun, Ony,and Ledwyche are all in better condition | 


landed. One length in the free water close to the town has yielded particularly 
well. Fly-fishing has been almost a failure, though now and then some good dishes 
have been taken, including one of twenty-two brace—dace and grayling—last 
Saturday. Killing flies: Yellow Dun, Spinners, Burton Blue, Whirling Blue, and 
Greenwell’s Glory. Rain falling nicely ; barometer ditto.—S, HowARTH, Sept. 1. 


Usk (Usk). 

After months, I may say, of anxious moment, the welcome rain has set in 
thoroughly, and looks likely for a quantity. The river is coloured, and rising 
gradually ; by to-morrow, I expect it upa yard ortwo. At the time of writing, the 
downpour is inceasing heavily ; so inspect your armour, you knights of the rod, as 
the lists will be opened for competition in a few days, when the game will be high, 
as numbers are waiting to cast the luring hook and feather.—Priorsss, Sept. 1, 


Witham. 

Sport has been pretty fair on the Witham since last writing, and the rains of the 
last few days will tend to further improve it, A large number of anglers visited 
the water, chiefly at Kirkstead, during Monday and Tuesday, the attraction at the 
place named being a pegged-down sweepstakes, value £100, fished for by about 330 
fishermen from Sheffield, Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield, Macclesfield, Nottingham, 
Warrington, Manchester, Birmingham, and other distant places. To show that they 
were not without sport, the chief prize (£30) was taken by 61b, 20z., obtained in 
three hours. A good many fish were taken both here and elsewhere, independent of 
the match. Among the best items to hand, I may mention that some days ago an 
angler got fourteen fine bream from Brayford Pool, near Lincoln, which scaled 
38lb ; several other takes of bream from the spot have run up to 8b. or 91b. each, 
Just previous to the rain, however, they had gone off the feed again, Some good 
bream have also been taken from the lochs at Stamp End, A Lincoln angler has 
also taken 301b. of bream at Stixwold recently. Very nice perch have been also 
taken at Stamp End lately, one angler getting a brace which turned the scale at 
5lb. 240z., and there have been several others taken up to 2lb.each, Roach continue 
to bite freely at many points on the river.—L., Sept. 1. 


Whitadder (Ellemford). 

You were informed in my last report that the barometer had fallen four-tenths, 
Since that time it has fallen daily (with a slight occasional rise), until it is now 
four-tenths below twenty-nine. Heavy showers have fallen, causing the river to 
rise an inch or two eyery day ; but these rises of water soon subside, and do no good. 
The education of the trout may now after this long drought be considered perfect ; 
they have become very cunning, and although I can see them rising freely from my 
windows, he who can get half-a-dozen of them with the fly or worm would be con- 
sidered a professor of the art of angling. Until there is a flood, fishing is entirely 
out of the question.—R. I, FENTON, Ist September. 


Wye (Buxton, Derbyshire). 


Iam pleased to report that rain has at last fallen in some quantity. It com- 
menced on the 28th ult., when the town was visited by a very severe thunderstorm, 
and the rain came down in torrents. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday were 
showery, and to-day it still rains, and appears likely to continue, It has not yet 
eaused the river to rise ; the ground being so dry absorbs all the moisture that falls. 
It is, however, turning a nice brown hue, which denotes that the streams from the 
moors are again beginning to flow. Sport last week was moderate, the fish rising 
freely from six o'clock till long after it was far too dark to see where you were 
throwing, and the abundance of weed in the streams made it more difficult fishing ; 
but I hope a good flood is coming which will clear away this nuisance, On Thurs- 
day last Mr, Hilditch, a Huddersfield gentleman visiting Buxton, killed a brace 
anda half of trout, weighing 21lb., and an evening or two before he had a beauty 
211b. weight, ‘The best flies are, in the day-time, Yellow Dun, and in the evening 
Red Spinner and Quill Gnat. Weather to-night, wet ; wind west; glass falling.— 
G.H.S., Sept. 1, 

Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

The rain has come at last, and the rivers here are now discoloured nicely, giving 
promise of a flush which has been so long wanted. The past week has been un- 
eventful as regards fly-fishing ; only small baskets have been the rule on the lower 
parts of the Derwent. To-day (Thursday) has been a good day for the bottom- 
fishermen, and some good baskets of trout have been taken by the aid of the wasp 
grub. One local angler killed 10} brace to-day on the Matlock water in this manner, 
Prospects look very good for next week.—DOTTEREL, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

There has been a yery heavy rainfall during the last twenty-four hours, and 
should it continue we shall get another turn at the trout before the end of the 
season. Grayling are also beginning to rise at fly more freely, so that, on the whole, 
angling prospects look better than they have done for a long time.—F, M. 
WALBRAN, 

Yare (Norwich). 

No particular news with regard to angling has arrived this week. From what I 
can hear sport has been very good, but nothing exceptional has been recorded, Of 
course, the thunderstorms and heavy rains have played their part in stopping the 
run of luck which had apparently set in for several weeks past. Still, I find that 
most of those who go out either to Brundall, Buckenham Ferry, or Cantley, say, on 
returning, “ We've done fairly!” You may take that as you like; but in nine 
cases out of ten it means done well, as Norfolk anglers don’t say much about their 
catch until they can say, “I’ve got a stun or tu,” meaning they have over 28lb. The 
Yare Preservation Society held an outing down the Yare yesterday (Wednesday), the 
Sheriff of Norwich, Mr. Foddin Taylor taking ‘the lead, A very enjoyable day was 
spent, host Brown satisfying everyone present. The Sheriff, in responding to a 
toast, alluded to the little help the society got from strangers who caught our fish.— 
RoBeRT MOLL, 

Yore (Hawes). 4 

Jupiter Pluvius has at last been propitiated, and anglers are set at liberty. The 
water came out nicely on Tuesday morning, and during that day several nice takes 
were made, Mr, Edward Taylor had 18, Robert Hunter 12, Matthew Willan 27, 
Jimmy Sproats 8lb., and others were proportionately successful. Wednesday was 
a continuation of Tuesday, and to-day (Thursday) the water is in fine trim for the 
fly. Yesterday I hooked seven fish ina very short distance, but only succeeded in 
landing one, which I returned, I have not had an opportunity to do anything but 
for a few minutes at a time, so cannot give any personal experience. Prospects are 
good for the next few days. The flies that will kill at present are Poult Bloa 
(yellow body), Water Hen (topside of wing and purple), Brown Owl, and Dotterel. 


—J, CoRRY, 
(UC RT 





Trout PoIsONING ON A YORKSHIRE Moor StREAM.—On Wednesday, three men 
belonging to Thurlstone were brought before the Barnsley magistrates charged with 
poisoning and taking trout otherwise than by angling from a mountain stream 
near Hazlehead, on the South Yorkshire Moors, the property of Mr. Bailey Worth- 
ton and Mr. Charles Chapman, J.P. A witness named Moorhouse, who had formed 
one of the party, but who was not proceeded against as he gave evidence, said the 
men, named Turner, Curnley, and Wood, along with himself, went to the stream on 
the 31st July, taking with them some chloride of lime. Wood threw some of the 
lime into the water, and as the fish rose they waded in the stream and picked them 
up. They were at it about two hours. He took about 12lb. of fish, and the 
defendants a like quantity. Other witnesses spoke to a large number of trout being 
destroyed, one, a youth named Lake, proving that he took twelve fine trout from 
the stream on Aug. 1. All the defendants pleaded guilty, and the Bench, after 
hesitating whether they ought not to send the case for the assizes, said they were 
determined to stop the practice, and fined each £4 and costs, or oné month’s hard 
labour in default, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


BADENLOCH, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Forsinard Hotel).—On Monday, Messrs. Fraser, 
of Harrow-on-the-Hill, Middlesex, had one salmon, weighing 8lb., and 58 trout, 201b. 
This is the second salmon taken with trout-fiy and tackle cn the above loch this 
season, the first being taken by Dr, Williamson, London, on the 13th July, weighing 
91b. 

DEE AND Don.—lI have never seen a more plentiful supply of finnocks and sea- 
trout in the tidal waters of the Dee and Don than there is at present. There has 
been a little drop of rain, but if we only had a great deal more, we would have 
magnificent angling in the lower and middle stretches of both rivers. In the bays, 
close to where the fresh water enters the sea, salmon of all sizes, but chiefly large, 
can be seen leaping and plunging about in any number. All these heavy fish must 
remain in thesea until the first heavy spate. The weather is getting softer now, 
‘‘an’ time tult,” as the wife said when she saw the Loch O’Skene.—JAS. REBECCA. 


Drveron.—On Friday last the net salmon-fishings on the Deveron closed for the 
season, and have on the whole proved to be the most unproductive for many years. 
The season opened fairly successful, and some good hauls were got the first day. 
However, since that time the sport has gradually fallen off in consequence of the 
long-continued drought. Little or nothing has been doing lately. In the early 
part of the season the river swarmed with kelts, and fungoid disease was very ram- 
pant for many weeks. In case of the disease spreading large numbers of fish had to 
be taken out of the river and buried. Grilse made their appearance early this 
season, and are in good size and quality. Grilse averaged from 41b. to 7lb., while 
the salmon weighed from 10lb. to 16lb., and only a few were got over 30lb. At the 
opening of the season salmon were selling at from 1s, 8d. to 1s. 10d. per lb. ; whilst 
grilse have been selling at 9d. Anglers all through the season have met with in- 
different sport ; only a salmon has now and again been got. A downpour of rain 
would give an impetus to fishing, as the nets are now off, and fish waiting in per- 
fect shoals for sufficient water to ascend the river. Trouting bas also been a com- 
parative failure—ANGLER, Aug. 29. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE AND GALLOWAY.—During the night very good sport is being 
had in the Annan and Nith. Only occasionally can a day’s fishing be enjoyed on 
account of the unfavourable weather. All over the county the rivers have risena 
good deal, and great fun has been enjoyed among the herling. A successfully 
dressed hook has been used, composed of Woodcock and Jay’s orange and blue bodies. 
Tam informed that within the last day or two numbers of salmon have left the 
tidal basins and ascended the rivers. This will be good news for sportsmen who find 
the present the best time to spend a few days on our waters, In Galloway the Fleet 
is in excellent condition, and contains an abundance of fish. Loch Whinycon closed 
on Wednesday. It has yielded poor spo owing to the dry season. Net-fishing is 
closed in the Dee. In the upper and middle reaches the season for the lessees has 
been the worst experienced for many years. 


LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel).—Aug. 23rd, Mr. Turner and Mr. 
Taylor, Loch Garbet-More, 7 sea-trout, heaviest 121b. ; 1 yellow trout, 131b.; Rev. T. 
H. Belcher, Loch Na Caillach, 3 sea-trout, heaviest 11b. ; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, 
13 cod, heaviest 131b. Aug. 24, Rev. T. H. Belcher, Loch Inchard, 18 lythe, 461b. ; 
Lochs No. 2 and 3, 44 brown-trout, 153lb.; Mr. Turner, Loch Garbet-Beg, 12 sea- 
trout, 91b.; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, 6 cod, heaviest 16lb. ; Mr. Bateson, Loch 
Sheir-a-Cha, 10 sea-trout, 6lb. Aug. 25, Mr. Turner and Mr. Taylor, Loch Garbet- 
Beg, 13 sea-trout, 101b.; Mr. E. Bateson, Lochs No, 2 and 3, 18 brown tront, heaviest 
111b. ; Mr. Maitland, Loch Inchard, 41 cod, heaviest 15lb. Aug. 26, Mr. Turner, 
Loch Garbet-Beg, 1 grilse, 631b.; Mr. Bateson, Loch Na Caillach, 2 sea-trout, 2lb. 
Aug. 29, Mr. Maitiand and Mr. Goldschmist, Loch Inchard, 32 cod, heaviest, 20Ib. ; 
Mr. Taylor, Loch Garbet-Beg, 2 sea-trout, 21b.—WM. WALLACE, 


LOCHBOISDALE, SOUTH UisT.—Fishing from the hotel here, Mr. H. Hay Stuart, 
Edinburgh, has in nine days captured 122 sea-trout (15021b.), besides yellow trout. 
The lochs are in pretty fair order for angling, but a good “spate” would greatly 
improve the fishing. : 


Pass oF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—Some excellent sport has been 
got during the past week on Cuilfail waters. Owing to the heavy rains, sea-trout 
and grilse have been enabled to.come up in large numbers, and anglers anticipate 
good takes of both during the present week. Total catch of trout for week, 967.— 
JOHN McFADYEN, 


Spry.—Angling on the river Spey, now that the salmon-fishing has been stimu- 
lated owing to the removal of the nets from the mouth of the river, is also having 
more attention. The river rose about 6in. on Saturday and Sunday ; but a good 
deal of thunder and lightning has been experienced, which has a tendency to spoil 
angling, Fishermen, however, have still good hope of the autumn fishing, and, 
indeed, but for the want of rain, there is no reason why the season should not be a 
good one. The season generally ends well, and anglers are always able to report 
good sport. To careful, practised anglers trout will be presently giving good sport. 
Mr. David Wilson, London, is having good sport. Mr. James Wilson, Edinburgh, 
had a nice yellow trout of about 4b. in weight at the end of last week. Justice 
Smith, on the Wester Elchies water, landed a nice grilse on Saturday, of 61b., while 
he had another on Monday.—ANGLER, Aug. 31. 


SUTHERLAND, N.B. (Altnacealgach Hotel).—The following are the particulars of 
past week’s sport :—August 24th, Sir E. H. Hllton, Loch Cama, 34 trout; Dr. and 
Mrs. Rose, London, Loch Urigall, 54 trout, 11lb. August 25th, Mr. J. C. Tarver, 
Loch Urigall, 26 trout, 6lb.; Sir E. H. Ellton, Loch Cama, 15 trout; Dr. and Mrs, 
Rose, Loch Cama, 15 trout, 5jlb. August 26th, Dr. and Mrs. Rose, Loch Urigall, 
48 trout, 121b, ; Sir E. H. Ellton, Loch Cama, 32 trout ; Mr. J. C. Tarver, Loch Cama, 
24 trout, 10lb, August 27th, Dr. and Mrs. Rose, Loch Ailsh, 55 trout, 191b.—J oHN 
McDonaLp. . 


TWEED, TEVIOT, &C.—The Tweed rose about six inches on Wednesday, and was 
very dirty in colour; but on Thursday it had again fallen, and was nearly clear 
when sending off this report. Angling since our last has been pursued under great 
difficulties, and very few good baskets have been got. On the Tweed, two baskets 
of 41b. have been killed by Mr. James Edwards, Leeds, and Mr. St, James, Hdin- 
burgh. On the Teviot, Mr. James Kerr had 34lb, ; Mr. Thomas Johnston, 41b,; Mr. 
R. Robson, 331b. ; and Mr. Thomas Fletcher, 23]b., all with bait. Should the weather 
prove favourable next week, and the rivers be a little flooded, fair takes are sure to 
be got ; but in the mean time, the above is a fair average of what is being done.— 
MAXWHEEL, 








DESTRUCTION OF PIKE IN LINCOLNSHIRE.—Last week a mishap occurred on the 
Vernatts drain, one of the best pike waters of South Lincolnshire. It seems, owing 
to the lowness of the water, this drain, which empties itself into the Welland ata 
place called the “ Reservoir,” by some means was allowed to be flooded by water 
from the sea, which comes up the river named, and is usually kept out of the drain 
by flood-doors, The salt water seems to have forced its way up the drain for some 
miles, and, as a consequence, several anglers from Spalding, who had gone to it for 
pike-fishing, discovered that many fine specimens of this fish were floating on its 
surface. At first outrage was surmised; but, finding the water salt, the mystery 
was explained. Angling is supposed to be destroyed for some distance by the mishap, 
and farmers are suffering, as they have used this drain for watering their stock. 


No man can realise how easy it is to pass the contribution box around and forget 
to chip in until he tries it. 


SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools, 
lad tyr psa! yet i ei : ssc throughout on or phat che system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Penne’ sq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, apply to 
T, B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVARPOOL, eateries See tt 
x . = ‘ a 


IRISH NOTES. 


Erne AND LouGH MELVIN.—During the past week rain fell almost incessantly, 
and on Thursday we had a very severe thunderstorm, which continued all through 
the day. Of course anything like good sport was out of the question, and but ten 
salmon were taken on the Erne during the week, Fishing has not been near the 
mark at all this season, and this was the first August fishing that we have had for 
many years. After the thunderstorm trout stopped rising on Melvin, and not one 
could be got to move for the remainder of the week ; but good sport is reported this 
week,—M. RoGAN, jun., Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal, August 31st. 

MourNE, STRULE, AND GRENALLY Rivers, Co. TyRoNE.—Tbe heavy rains of 
yesterday and Saturday have produced a miniature flood. CO. W. Gedney will be glad 
to hear that the flax water has all gone, It is certainly the worst enemy these fis 
have, after the crosslines. This morning two of them were at work at 5 a.m., having 
come down from Omagh by the night mail. This is the custom of the Omaghites, 
as they have no fishing worth mentioning of their own. Is it true that only an 
owner of a “several fishery ” can legally use a crossline? No gentleman holds one ; 
two butchers, one baker, and such little sportsmen, men who never killed a fish ona 
single rod, and who would not fish unless to sell, and with a crossline! Plenty of 
salmon and trout running. Good times coming.—Pour Dinu, Erc., Aug. 29. 

Moy AND LAKES, BALLINA.—After the heavy downpour of rain last week the 
river rose to a good height, and fair sport has been got with salmon and sea-trout. 
Three salmon and ten sea-trout have been killed by one rod in a day ; other rods less 
fortunate had to be content with one salmon and a few sea-trout. The river is now 
well stocked with newly-run salmon and sea-trout, quite enough to show good sport 
till end of season. Trout were rising fairly well on the lakes, and some fair-sized 
baskets were got. The Palmerstown river fished well for a few days in last week, 
and those who were fortunate to be on its banks as the water was clearing were 
rewarded, four salmon and six sea-trout being the best catch by one rod.— FRANK 
HEARNS, Ballina, Co. Mayo. 

SuIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—For the past month there has been 
no change in the fishing. Salmon angling nil, and trout angling confined to the 
evening rise in main river. The trout are generally big, most of them over llb., a 
good many of 131b., and a few up to 21b.; one or two were caught up to Blb. and 
over. Wenever had so many big fish in the river. We have had heavy rains these 
few days, and the river is slightly rising. A little more will bring up the peel, with 
which the tide has been swarming this good while. A good many were taken by the 
nets lower down the lake; one net got 40 peel and salmon on one tide. The net 
fishing closed on the 16th August ; but as far as the freshwater portion of the river 
is concerned it practically closed with the end of February, The rods remain open 
till the 16th October.—RICHARD BRADFORD. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.”—T, E, PRitT. 





[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


LOCH CORR. 

S1r,—I deny that this is “an affair between me and McDonald,” the keeper, as 
“W, M., Elgin,” says. It is an attack on my views by “W. M.,” who, I am satisfied, 
has no personal knowledge of the circumstances. It is well that he finds so much 
gratification in tenaciously sticking to his own opinions, and thereby vanquishing 
Dr. Day, “ Piscator,” myself, and a host of others. Ido not grudge him his satis- 
faction. He tell us that “his ideas are already well known to the readers of the 
GAzETTE.” That, of a truth, they are—in all their (to my mind) fallaciousness. 
On his own reference I shall be quite content to have “readers of the GAZETTE” 
judge between us, 

The extent of “ W. M.’s” field of observation—chiefly confined to the Lossie burn, 
as he himself has told us—isample warrant for your anonymous contributor being 
such an infallible authority !—I am, &c., W. Murpocu. 





THE SUSSEX OUSE. : 

S1r,—Would you, or your contributor to the Holiday Number of the GAZETTE, 
kindly tell me whether the fishing in the Sussex Ouse is good in October ; also 
whether there is any riverside inn where I could be made comfortable for two 
or three weeks, and where the landlord takes some interest in fishing, providing 
baits, &c.?—I am, &c., W. L. H. 

[We feel sure “W. L. H.” would get comfortable quarters at Barcombe or 
Isfield ; but fear he would have to provide his own baits and ground-bait. The 
Ouse contains large quantities of chub, dace, roach, perch, jack, &c, The “Angler's 
Diary” says good trout-fishing also; but we could never find any. Day tickets, 
at 1s. ra monthly at 2s, 6d., are issued by the Lewes Ouse Preservation Society 
—ED. 





DRY-FLY AND WET-FLY FISHING. 

Srr,—I have read your correspondent “ R. A.’s” concise, practical letter in to-day’s 
issue with infinite satisfaction. Itis evident that he is a skilful and thoughtful 
fisherman—fishing with a dry fly where it is indicated, but sinking the fly in rough 
or quick water when contra-indicated. 

Now, Sir, he has kindly sent me some of his flies. Had he not told me, I should never 
have thought them “ floaters”; and he must have true skill to float such flies. They 
are small, sparely dressed, tied on light sneck-bend wires, and the gut is undeniable. 
Now such flies as these used on the Tweed or Teviot would surely kill the wary 
trout, and I can honestly say that I would be glad to give up my day’s fishing to see 
them floated by a skilled dry-fly man; but I should like also to have a practical 
fisherman of the regular advanced wet-fly school fishing the same stretch of water, 
and judge by the results, for a week, or even two. For, mind you, whilst the dry-fly 
man is drying his fly the wet man is making rapid casts up stream, or across, and he 
has, therefore, his own advantages ; and it would be most interesting to record a 
week spent by two disciples of each school on a Northern river. 

I am of opinion that in a large river with such a “swing” about the current 
as one finds in the Tweed, from St. Boswell’s downwards, that floating such thin 
flies would be a waste of time, as I should expect them to be dragged under 
water (by the action of the current on the line) so frequently as to become irksome. 
In the case of a very low river it would be more practical; but then trout in the 
Tweed generally cease to rise well as they find abundance of food at the bottom. 

Now, all this correspondence has arisen through an obvious misunderstanding. I 
have seen men using, and I possess, flies for dry fly good enough for anything. When 
I gave Mr. Holland my first order for some flies on eyed-hooks he sent me some 
with an enormous quantity both of wings and hackle, and it is notorious that they 
are used on some English rivers and by first-rate fishermen, for Mr, Holland is sup- 
posed to be one of, if not the best professional tier of a dry fly in Kngland, and 
ought to know, if any man does, “ what’s what.” 

I merely mentioned that I knew no South of Scotland river where such flies would 
kill well. Idid not say, nor did I think, that all dry-fly men used such flies. I 
think Mr. Holland said in his letter that he could tie treble wings—treble the usual 
amount for floating, and yet some of his flies are beautifully light. Let “R. A.” 
send him his patterns, and he will not be disappointed ; but let him also send one or 
two bunchy fellows, and he will realise my meaning’in a moment. 

At Winchester, in August, some years ago, I saw them using small, lightly-dressed 
flies in the evening ; but it seemed to me that they went under a good deal when 
there was much of a stream, Yet whocould compare the placid “ barge river” with 
the grand, flowing Tweed? 
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Istill say, and I say it with emphasis, that I am only too glad to gain knowledge ; 
and I sincerely thank “R. A.” for his practical letter, as well as his courtesy in send- 
ing me the flies referred to, The Olive Dun is a beauty, and looksa real killer. I 
enclose a few flies for “ R. A.’s ” acceptance.——I am, &c., E. M. Top, 


SEVERN FISHERY DISTRICT.—ABOLITION OF SMALL-MESHED NETS 
AND OTHER ENGINES. 

Sir,—Having received several letters and inquiries with reference to the above, 
and noticing the request of “ Piscator” in your last issue in River Report, “ Severn, 
Shrewsbury,” also taking into consideration erronous reports on the subject, I will, 
as far as possible, give the desired information. But before entering into the details, 
I think it only right to say that the by-law passed by the Severn Fishery Board was 
as follows :— 

“Tn that part of the river Severn as is situated below the mouth of the river 
Verniew, and above the Weir at Tewkesbury, the use of any mode or instrument of 
fishing for freshwater fish, except a rod and line, a Janding-net (used as auxiliary to 
angling with a rod and line), and fixed nets for taking eels, is hereby prohibited. 
Any person offending against this by-law is liable to a penalty not exceeding £5 for each 
offence, All nets, instruments, and devices used in contravention of the by-law, and 
all fish found in the possession of any person contravening the by-law, or caught by 
any such means, shall be seized and forfeited upon summary conviction of any person 
contravening the by-law.” 

The above by-law was framed by Mr. J. W. Willis-Bund, and has been carried 
three times by the Board of Conservators, the first time by a majority of seven 
votes to two, and twice by the unanimity of the members, The reasons it had to be 
carried three times are as follows :— 

After the by-law was first carried, Mr. Anstice, a member of the Board, moved : 
“That the clerk shall not apply for confirmation of the by-law passed at the last 
meeting of the Board, restricting the manner of fishing for freshwater fish between 
the mouth of the River Verniew and Tewkesbury Weir, until he receives further 
instructions from the Board.” The motion was negatived, and the by-law sent in 
to the Board of Trade for confirmation. 

Two technical objections were raised as to it: (1) That the notice calling the 
meeting had not been given a clear fourteen days, in accordance with the Act ; (2) 
the by-laws were entitled Salmon Fishery Acts, 1861 to 1881, not Salmon and 
Freshwater Fishery Acts, 1861 to 1881. On these points being brought to the chair- 
man’s notice by the Board of Trade, he withdrew the by-law, sooner than that it 
should be formally disallowed. The chairman, Mr, Willis-Bund, moved the by-law 
at the annual meeting of the Board held at Worcester on Thursday, the 20th day of 
January, 1887, when it was unanimously passed without discussion, sent to the 
Board of Trade for approval, and an inquiry ordered to be made by Mr, A. D. Berring- 
ton, H.M.S. Chief Inspector of Fisheries. 

The inspector held an inquiry at Worcester on the 4th of May, and at Ironbridge 
on the 5th of May. The inspector in his report to the Board of Trade first deals 
with two petitions against“the by-law which had been presented to the President 
of the Board of Trade. The first, from net-fishermen on the Severn, between 
Stourport and Tewkesbury. Thenames of 62 fishermen were attached ; but in some 
cases two or three signatures together were in the same handwriting, and out of 
20 names from Stourport 14 were written by one person. The second petition was 
from net fishermen, owners, and occupiers of land, and others in Shropshire. There 
were 201 signatures; but at Ironbridge a letter from Lord Berwick was handed to 
the inspector, stating that his name had been attached through a misapprehension, 
and that he was strongly in favour of the by-law ; and Mr. Edwards announced that 
he was authorised to make a similar statement on behalf of Mr. W. J. Plowden Pugh. 
Two persons present at the inquiry, and whose names were said to appear amongst 
the signatures, denied having signed the petition. The inspector said: “The 
inquiry has been one of considerable difficulty in consequence of the intricacy of 
the existing law of fishing for freshwater fish in the Severn.” The inspector then 
dealt with the length covered by the by-law, a distance not much short of 100 miles, 
a table showing the number of each kind of instrument licensed. The inspector 
said ; “It will be observed that the revenue derived from rods is rapidly increasing, 
and has reached some £260 ; whilst that from other instruments is nearly stationary, 
at an average of about £32. 

At the inquiry at Worcester the Board of Conservators was represented by Mr. 
Harington, Mr. Frederick Corbett and Mr. Edwards appeared on behalf of the 
anglers, and Mr. Mathews on behalf of the net fishermen, For the anglers, Mr. 
Corbett handed in the originals of petitions in favour of the restrictions contained 
in the by-law. They were from the following rod-fishermen :—Members of the 
Worcester United Anglers’ Association, 425 signatures ; Izaak Walton Angling 
Society, Worcester, 49 ; Worcester Angling Club, 43 ; St. John’s Amateurs Angling 
Society, 34 ; other anglers, Worcester, 97 ; Anglers of Malvern, 19; United Brothers 
Angling Society, Kidderminster, 138 ; Good Intent Angling Society, Kidderminster, 
CO Birmingham and District United Angling Association, 466. Total signatures, 
1,398. 

At Ironbridge, the following petitions were handed in from—Inhabitants of 
Ironbridge and the neighbourhood, 576 signatures of members ; the Shrewsbury 

(Severn) Angling Society, 300; St. John’s Amateurs, 29 ; Liverpool Angling As- 
sociation, 42; Planeden Fishery Association, Whitchurch, 29; Crewe Angling 
Society, 44. Total signatures, 1,020, making a grand total of 2,418 signatures in 
favour of the by-law. Page 7, the inspector said: “ The anglers, where they 
have the control, have increased the stock of fish ; the other interests have un- 
duly decreased it. It will be observed that the preponderance of argument up 
to this point is in favour of the confirmation of the by-law; but although I 
must necessarily recognise the fact that the Freshwater Fisheries Acts were 
passed for the purpose of promoting the recreation of working men anglers, and 
that in this sense their provisions are far stronger than any contained in the 
Salmon Fishery Acts, I am always reluctant to recommend the entire extinc- 
tion of an industry, even if small or precarious. I should be inclined to advo- 

-eate the abolition of all netting for freshwater fish below the Bridgnorth area, 
as in this part there are only draft nets, the twaite fishery would 
not be affected, and there is no serious opposition on the part of the 
fishermen. Above that area the use of all nets, except bush nets, might be abolished, 
and the bush nets should not be permitted to use a mesh less than ljin, square, 
With regard to night lines, Iam inclined to recommend their prohibition during 
the first half of the year only. If they could have been permitted during the whole 
period from June 25 to December 31, the time for their use would have coincided 
with that during which some other engines for eel catching are permitted under 
the 15th section of the Salmon Fishery Act, 1873 ; but the provisions of the Severn 
Fishery Act preclude their being used in August, September, and October. It is 
desirable that the use of any night line of excessive length should be prohibited. 
The owners of any instruments permitted should be required to conform strictly to 
the existing law of mesh and close season. 

“ But there is another question which was raised only by myself at the inquiry, and 
which seems otherwise to have escaped attention. In the lower waters there are 
extensive fisheries for lamperns, They are a staple industry of the district, they do 
no injury to the fisheries, and they are of too much importance to be extinguished. 
Eels have been held to be within the definition of freshwater fish, and the same rule 
would probably apply to lamperns. In that case the by-law goes beyond the inten- 
tion of the Board of Conservators. 

“T advise, therefore, that the by-law be remitted to the Board of Conservators for 
their reconsideration in the light of the facts which have now been elicited, and 
with a recommendation that the lampern fisheries should be safeguarded, even if it 
is found necessary to regulate them under the provisions of the Salmon Fishery 
Acts, and that the experiment be tried of permitting the continued use of the bush 
net above the Bridgnorth area, and of night lines during those of the last six 
months of the year, when they are not otherwise illegal.” 

At the angling demonstration held at Worcester on June 21 (Jubilee Day), when 








representatives from all parts of the Severn fishery district attended, a resolution 
was unanimously passed that the suggestions of the inspector be adopted ; and at 
the last meeting of the Severn Fishery Board the report of the inspector was passed. 
The matter is for the chairman of the Board to frame a by-law, allowing the net 
fishermen to catch twaite during the month of May and the first ten days of June, 
regulating the catching of lamperns and the continuation of the use of the bush 
net above the Bridgnorth area, and night lines during the last six months of the 
year. 

In conclusion, I may say that when the by-law is approved by the Board of Trade 
it will be a great boon to anglers and the public generally. Mr. R. B. Marston, the 
Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, in a letter addressed to me, says :—“ I sincerely 
hope the anglers will gain the day ; it will be a grand thing for the Severn, and for 
all the towns and villages on its banks where the netting is prohibited. The fishing 
will improve to such an extent that anglers from other parts of England will be 
attracted to spend their money among you.”—I am, &c., 

A, LACROIX 
(Hon. Sec. United District Committee of Worcestershire Angling Societies). 
London-road, Worcester, Aug. 24. 


AUTUMN FISHING IN IRELAND. 

Sir,—Your correspondent, “J, J. D.,” has evidently much to learn upon the sub- 
ject of the northern and north-western rivers of Ireland ; and as these are the most 
accessible to Englishmen, I venture to correct and supplement a few of his state- 
ments. 

To begin with, he says that the fame of the Bann Bush, and other autumn rivers 
rests more upon salmon than sea and brown-trout, Asa matter of fact, the Bann is 
the finest brown-trout river in Ireland; and I say this from my own personal 
experience. For the past ten days I have been in my old quarters on the Bann, 
after vainly scouring 160 miles, on cars, along the western coast in search of good 
fishing ; and although the salmon here are sulky, the brown-trout take the fly well, 
and the fish have varied in weight from 11b. to 4lb, each. Will “J. J. D.” tell us of 
any other river in Ireland where similar troutcan be taken? Assuredly there are 
none such in those portions of Ireland which he selects as the best; and, in fact, 
many of the stations he names as amongst the best produce nothing in brown- 
trout but small things averaging five to the pound, Iknow all the places he names 
quite well, and have fished them under all sorts of conditions as to weather and 
height of water ; therefore, I speak from actual experience, and not from hearsay. 
“J.J. D.” reveals an ignorance of facts which inclines me to believe that he is not 
personally acquainted with some of the localities of which he writes. For instance, 
he tells us that at Dungloe there is no accommodation for anglers other than a cottage. 
Now, it so happens that Dungloe possesses two hotels, and the temperance house is 
one of the most comfortable places along the Donegal coast. Your correspondent 
is equally wrong when he says that the sport to be got there is above the average, if 
he means the averaze of Donegal, because small white-trout and poor little brown 
“ Jenkins” are all that can be counted upon at Dungloe. That any writer upon 
Irish flies should omit from his list those produced by the champion fly-tier of Ire- 
land, Dan O’Fee, of Rasharkin, Antrim, is, to say the least, remarkable. As you say, 
Mr, Editor, Dan’s flies are amongst the most beautiful productions of the craft, and 
what is more, they are as deadly and as durable as they are beautiful. He is an 
accomplished angler as well as a proficient fly-tier, and the style in which I saw him 
kill a 31b. brown-trout on rocky, broken water two evenings ago would haye excited 
the admiration of “J.J. D.” had he been there to witness it. 

Everywhere in Ireland at the present time the rivers are lower than they have ever 
been known before, and as a consequence salmon and sea-trout fishing is bad. Some 
sea-trout can be got here and there, but I have taken only one up to 2lb, in 
my travels, and seen none taken by others above 1lb., the average being ?lb. Should 
the present stormy weather hold there will be first-class fishing later on, and those 
who visit the Bann in October may rely upon doing better than in any other part of 
the Emerald Isle with which I am acquainted. 

In conclusion, I would advise all anglers who want to raise sulky autumn salmon 
to provide themselves with a few of Dan O’Fee’s death-dealing flies, which will kill 
anywhere, and those of your readers who act on this suggestion will assuredly get 
sport, whilst others who rely on standard patterns will often go empty away.— 
I am, &c., 

Kilrea, Derry, Ireland, 


eB Ls ls a eae eae Beene 
WHY DO NOT TROUT FEED?—VORACIOUS EELS.—RATS AND ROACH. 


Srr,—The above query by “ A Subscriber” in last week’s issue is a knotty point. 
There are many circumstances which combine to cause trout not to feed, and curious 
are the opinions held by many skilful and observant anglers, An electrical condi- 
tion of the atmosphere is certainly one cause in my experience. The heavily-charged, 
sultry atmosphere preceding thunderstorms affects birds, beasts, and human beings, 
and why not fish? Sheep assume a heavy, depressed walk, and have a timidity in 
their bleat when thunder is about; cows and horses hang their heads and cease 
grazing ; birds stop singing, rabbits seek the burrows, and fish musti be quite as 
sensibly affected. After a good deal of observation, I have come to the conclusion 
that in severe droughts, such as we have experienced this season, when the tempera- 
ture of the streams rises so much beyond their normal state, trout in particular 
become “pawky,” and neither feed heartily nor continuously, as they would do 
when the rivers are sustained and renewed by fresh rainfalls, and consequent fresh 
feed, Confine a healthy man in a room for a long period ; do not renew the air of 
the apartment ; if he retains his flesh and becomes even fat his healthy appetite goes, 
and the man is flabby and without vigour for anything. The same applies to fish. 
I took some hours making observations (as the fish refused everything) on a well- 
known North-country stream some three weeks ago. It had run down toa small burn 
in some places, and the deepest pools, as wellasall the shallows, were literally covered 
with slime and weed, and the water temperature tepid. It was a blazing hot 
day. I watched the big trout in the deepest parts, and their motions 1n the clear 
water were easily observed. The life and activity seemed gone out of them. One 
big fellow I watched for some time in perfect concealment, and the first two worms 
dropped over him, lively enough to tempt the most epicurean fish, he quietly 
allowed to be taken right in front of his nose by the numerous smaller trout, and it 
was not till the third worm was dropped that he roused himself to the fact that 
there was fresh bait in the water. I positively believe fish get out of sorts, and it 
is not to be wondered at when they are cabined in a small pool of warm water, and 
dare not leave their refuge for their lives. I examined the weed, and here and there 
I found patches of it alive with a microscopical green louse. I have observed it 
before, but never in such quantities. I have heard it called the “ green maggot” ; 
T don’t know the technical name. This feed “ blows” out the trout, and makes 
them like a grass-fed horse. I caught trout both in Coquet and North Tyne 
this season, and found many of the best fish with the green lowse adhering 
to the scales in numbers, and although the trout were mostly plump 
enough, they were slimy, and did not cock their tails and stiffen like 
fish in prime condition, and the colour and marking was not bright. If 
this drought still continues till the end of autumn, we shall have a 
pad spawning season both for trout and salmon, Your correspondent’s only chance 
of nailing those “ whoppers” at the foot of that mill-stream 1s In the gloamin’ ; 
they must feed some time, and if at all, at nightfall. Try a big, white Jocken grub 
or a moth. The old Scotch fly-fisher, once questioned as to how and when to catch 
fish, for a glass of whisky gave his private opinions. “ Ne'er fish but when troots 
are hungry, and where there are plenty of them ;” and added, “ ye’ll no find mony 
within twa mile o’ a manse,a mill, nor a public, nor nigh where tinkers are ; and 
further, he averred, “ that troots wadna’ tak’ ony meat for a bit after sheep-washing, 
nor when the watter is verra low, nor on a verra het day, nor on a cauld ane, 
and a feck o’ them keep black fast in a’ weathers.” This extract is from Mr, 
Davies racy work, the “ Anglers’ Souvenir,” and anglers know its truth. 
Talking about voracious eels, a farming friend of mine missed several newly- 
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hatched ducklings from his pond, which communicated with the river by a burn, 
He had the pond watched, and a big eel was seen in the act of dragging down 
one. I have every confidence in the story, and would say next to pike comes Mr, 
Eel for voracity. 

I think your note on “J. H.’s” letter 7¢ rats and roach is correct. The water- 
rat, so called, is the harmless and inoffensive, bright-eyed little vole. He is 
credited with many wicked things he does not do. He is a vegetarian, and is 
guiltless of eating either fish or spawn. I have often watched the little chap 
bobbing about the waterside, and nibbling voraciously at plants, principally those 
of the “flag” tribe. I have often seen them munching the tops of a plant with 
a short stem and flower on it, growing in thick patches, I believe this is the 
Acorus calamus, or sweet flag, so common in most rivers. Dr. Hamilton will 


know. With apologies for these lengthy remarks—I am, X&c., 
STREAMS 0’ THE NorTH, 





FISHING EXTRAORDINARY. , 

Sir,—Some ten years ago Mr, Griffiths, painter, &c., Ellesmere, went fishing on 
the lake in this town, and being desirous of testing the depth of water he was 
fishing in, took out his watch, abstracted the works, and hooked the case to his line, 
and lowered it into the water ; to his utter astonishment, when he drew the line up 
again the case had fallen off in about 10ft. of water. tes 

On Monday last a Mr, T. Povey was fishing in about the same place, when, thinking 
he had got a good bite, drew up his line ; but instead of a fish being hooked, it wasa 
watch case, and from the initials upon it proved to be the long-lost watch case be- 
longing to Mr. Griffiths. But for being very much discoloured the case is little the 
worse for its long immersion,—I am, &c., HK. A. CLARKE, 

Bridgewater Hotel, Ellesmere, Salop, Aug, 24. 





FISHING ON AN OCEAN VOYAGE. ‘ 

Srr,—Let “ A. W. B.” obtain some stout cord (cod line) to be gotat Good’s, just over 
London Bridge, City side, and some cod hooks ; tie hooks on line, take a piece of 
white rag 2in. broad and 6in. lorg, split is up the middle to within lin. of the top, 
tie this on shank of hook, and tow it overboard from the bows, or head, or bow- 
sprit. Any of the sailors will tell him or show him how to fix it up. : 

After leaving England a few hundred miles he will fall in with lots of benito, 
albacore, and dolphin. Any of these fish will take this bait, thinking it to bea 
flying fish, and are the only fish to be taken at sea with hook and line, except 
sharks, to take which let him obtain a shark-hook, to be bought near the Docks, and 
a coil of, say, lin. rope (circumference), bait the hook with piece of fat pork 
(obtainable on board of ship) about 1lb. weight, and when there is a shark astern 
throw it overboard and pay out rope, and Mr, Shark will most likely turn on his 
side and swallow it ; then look out for squalls. The sailors will _Show him how to 
land his fish, as he will need a good deal of assistance, ropes, tail blocks, men, &c. 
“A, W. B.” had better consult captain before he fishes for such large game as 
sharks, It is very exciting sport I can assure him. He can also, when off the 
Cape, take Cape pigeons and albatross with hook and line—small, say, about the size 
of jack line ; hooks, say, perch or bream hooks—baited with small piece of fat pork 
about the size of a Spanish nut, and tow overboard. 

“A, W. B.” will not need either rods or winches for this kind of fishing, as ten to 
one if they don’t give the Cape of Good Hope a very wide berth, and not call in 
there.—I am, X&c., W. S. 
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THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 
J. W. MARTIN, 


The “Trent Otter,” 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


Manufacturer of the very best and cheapest Green-heart Salmon and Trout Rods, Reels, Lines, and Tackle 
The famous Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle. 
Plaited Silk Lines of warranted quality (best and cheapest in the market), from 1s. 6d. to 4s. per 100 yards. 


Send a Penny Stamp for a Copy of “The Trent Otter's ” New Descriptive Catalogue and Anglers’ 
Guide (Copyright), 128 pages. A book worth ls, Containing a vast amount of useful recipes and 
information, and a full deseription of everything anv angler 1reqnires. 


B. . Bambridge, 


MANUFACTURER OF HIGH- 
CLASS 


RODS AND 
TACKLE 


For all Paris of the 
World. oy 


NEW LIST now ready, Six 
Stamps, 150 pages, 100 illustra- 
tions, 


ESTABLISHED 1790, 
ESTABLISHED 1790, 






ADDRESS— 
HTON-ON-THAMES. 


“Tt appears a most carefully — 
and ably prepared Catalogue ; in 
fact, the most complete, I fancy, 
ever published.”—H, CHOLMONDE- 
LEY-PENNELL, Esq. 


The Art of Angling. 


By CHARLES BOWLKER, of Ludlow. 


Price 2s. 6d. ; post free, 2s. 9d. Containing List 
of Flies, Directions for Fly-Fishing, Trolling, 
Making Artificial Flies, &c., with a List of the 
most celebrated Fishing Stations in North Wales, 
and Coloured Plate of Flies. One of the best books 
extant on the “Gentle Art,” 


G. WOOLLEY, BOOKSELLER, LUDLOW. 


S. BIGG, 
FISHING ROD AND TACKLE 


MAKER, 
27, RUSSELL ST., COVENT 
GARDEN. 








WATERPROOFS FOR THE MOORS. 





THE IMPROVED 


Waterproof 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET, Storm Caps for $ HOOTING 
the Moors. 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886. 
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Waterproof 
Shooting 
Leggings. 


COATS, 


THOROUGHLY 
VENTILATED, 





A Very Large \& 
Selection. 







THE INVERNESS FISHING & SHOOTING CAPE. 


The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 
tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
has elastics to put arms through. 


WATERPROOF 
CARTRIDGE 





WATERPROOF = [f/ 
GUN COVERS (fy 
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Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 





GAME CARRIERS 
CARTRIDGE BELTS. 











ILLUSTRATED PRICED CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION. 
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ANDERSON, ANDERSON, 





INDIARUBBER LEATHER-LINED 
SHOOTING BOOTS, 


ALWAYS SOFT AND PLIABLE. 





— 


AND ANDERSON, 


INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, 


37, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, CITY, LONDON, E.C, 


Works— 
BOW ROAD. 


(And 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


SE a 


: 





Sept. 10, 1887. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An Improved Servic? of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS, 











BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c, Fares: 3s., 1s, 9d., 1s, 6d, 
For full particulars see Bills. 


London, September, 1887, WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


LOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SON DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
is EE: ND A Li, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
se ut Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 
one Genuine unless b i i 
Bea a oan ee hs Randal, 
MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTARLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 
ESTABLISHED 1745. 
0 a a a a ee ll 
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Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. : 

Con‘ributions are solicited, but the Editor. will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 





and the Provinces, 


_ TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Cc, 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. v 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months pa ne 5 4 
», Three Months 


+ Ls r, ’ » eee ceccscoce 2 8 
To America and the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to th 
188, Hlest-atrcel, Ponte othe Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 
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TELEPHONE No. 28679. 








NOTES ON THE SEASON — RETROSPECT — FLIES — 
PROSPECTS—ANGLING RESORTS DURING AUTUMN. 


RETROSPECT.—The netting season, as I endeavoured to show last 
week, was a miserably poor one on the rivers, Nor was it the only 
failure if all is to be told. The angling was just about as poor, 
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except in a few localities. Indeed, if spoken of in a general way, 
so far as concerns all the fishings north of the Tay, it was a great 
disappointment. Nowhere perhaps, except in Loch Oich, which 
fished remarkably well, was the early salmon angling up to the 
standard. Many good fisheries gave little or nothing ; and notably 
early rivers, such as Dee, Brora, Helmsdale, Thurso, and Naver— 
all of crack renown—failed to yield anything like up to expectation. 
If the water was sufficient at times, it was generally the other way. 
The volume entering the sea was usually so trifling, and as rain 
enough to freshen it up fell so seldom, it was no wonder the fish had no tempta- 
tion to approach close inshore, far less to ascend the rivers. Anglers had more 
off-days than fishing days. Many left in disgust ; others stuck in gamely to 
the end, hoping for a good time, but it never came. The season for the 
grilse angling at length arrived, and perhaps even uniformly poorer results 
were obtained. On came the great heat and drought, and smaller and 
still smaller the volume of water became. The Dee, Spey, Beauly, 
Shin, Naver, Borgie, Inver, Kirkaig, Forss, Feugh, and a whole host 
of other rivers yielded in an unexampled manner—such as it were best to leave 
those who fished them to tell. Instances are few of rivers having fished up to 
their reputation : the Oykell did so for a time, the Cassley fished tolerably 
some days, and the Laxford yielded pretty well now and again. Some good 
days were got on other summer rivers, although not so good as to call for special 
notice. Fish were not plentiful ; the opportunities they had of ascending 
came so seldom. With regard to size, it was noticeable in most localities that 
the grilse and the spring salmon averaged respectively a little below the usual. 
In purely moor-run rivers this falling-off was more apparent than in other rivers 
and the sea, and in not a few cases 1t was wholly owing to the volume of water 
not being sufficient to allow the larger fish to ascend with facility. Some High- 
land rivers of a good size were so run out that the drop of water left in them 
could scarcely be seenas it sought its way amongst the pebbles and sand. 

Taken all over, the early-in-the-season trouting in the rivers was not a success. 
The weather seemed to have ‘ gone all out of reel””—it showed no stability except 
of a nature anglers wouldrather not have had. On the whole, tha best of the Aber- 
deenshire streams fished soberly, but at the same time very erratically. Remarkable 
takes were obtained, but only very seldom, and strange enough these same takes 
were got on days on which extremely little was done in general. The Don— 
best of all trout rivers in the North—was fickle beyond experience. Fishing it, 
Robson, keeper, Clova, had 40Ib. one day on the Kildrummy stretch ; and Capt. 
Downman, Gordon Highlanders, 291b. another day on the Parkhill water. These 
takes, though undoubtedly good, by no means broke the record; but 
they certainly were phenomenal, if only for the reason that nowhere 
on the river did any of the other rods out on the same days secure over 12\b. 
Toward the end of May—a month later than what is usually the best time— 
very fair angling was got for a week all along the river between Kemnay and 
the Newe. Precisely at the same time sport was encouraging on the river 
Ugie, and it lasted until almost the middle of June. The trouting in the small 
streams and hill burns, which in an ordinary season should be atits best in June 
and July, was the greatest failure of all. Nor could it have been otherwise. 
There was little water left, and what little there was, was so heated and clear. 
Odds were against the angler : the trout saw him, knew his intentions, and either 
winked or had their chuckle at him. 

The loch-trout season is practically over ;and I think it is safe to say that few 
of the many anglers who fished on the lochs in the North can have anything like 
“oreat doings” to record. It would very much surprise me to hear of 20lb. per 
rod having been got daily for a week on end. Asa rule, those who had the first 
of the fishing had the cream of it. Ina number of celebrated angling localities 
the best of all the sport of the season was got between the middle of May and 
the 10th of June. Contrary to usual experience the angling, if isolated instances 
are excepted, proved wofully disappointing during the long, long days of mid- 
summer. That it did so, in the usually best portion of the season, was a great 
astonishment to most. Everything was in favour of the trout and against the 
trouter: weather either too bright or very unsettled ; lochs either half dry or 
drumly in the extreme. Nevertheless, nothing discouraged, many anglers 
pushed the fishing with commendable zeal, and if any scored up to the standard 
of an average year, they were the “ favoured among the brethren.” 

In passing, a short reference may be made to the only kind of angling for fish 
of the salmon tribe that proved an exception to the rule in the generality of 
places. Seldom have kyles, tidal stretches, sea pools, and sea lochs been known 
to yield such excellent sea-trout angling as they did this year. There was 
uniformly a ‘‘good time of it,’ and the season lasted longer than it does most 
years. ‘The finnock-fishing in estuaries and the lower stretches of rivers (best 
usually during the second half of March and the month of April) continued 
exceptionally good all through the season proper and well into the summer. 
Indeed, it lasted so long, that before it was finally over the kyle fishing in some 
localities was in full swing: Everywhere, where finnocks abound, the sport 
obtained was superior. In the nether waters of Don and Ythan baskets ranging 
from 30 to 401b. weight were secured a number of times, and on several other 
waters anglers had about equally satisfactory experiences. Fish were 
extremely plentiful, and only when in that capricious mood for which they 
(finnocks) are noted was there any difficulty in securing a heaped basketful of 
them. The late-in-the-season angling is only beginning now. 

A pity it is that kyle angling is so limited and ‘far awa,” as it is certainly 
the kiud of sport to be run after by anglers who desire to engage in the capture 
of sea-trout in the very pink of condition. It is not, however, a kind of angling 
that everyone can thoroughly appreciate, as by boating and trolling with a long 
line out is the most paying method of pursuing it, especially in kyles in which 
the salt water is greatly in excess of the fresh. Such, for instance, is the Kyle 
of Tongue ; such also the Kyle of Durness—both excellent for trolling, and per- 
fectly swarming with sea-trout, the former in April, May, and June, and again 
in September ; the latter in May, June, and July. Never was kyle angling 
known to be better than it was this year. At Durness and at Tongue some 
persevering anglers had—as the Hielanman would say—‘ gran fushin.” Albeit, 
the angling continued good fora longer period thar usual. This, it is pretty 
certain, was due in a great measure to the prevailing scarcity of water in the 
rivers entering the respective kyles, and the consequent inability of the 
fish to push straightaway inland at the time they intended doing so. Hence 
the greater than ordinary accumulation of trout—hence the sport obtained. 


Loc Fries.—I have given a deal of attention to the subject of flies for the 
lochs of Sutherland, Ross, and Caithness; and my object all along has been to 
find out the really best general killers. I have so far been successful ; but I wish 
more light, and to be able to limit the number of patterns to six or seven—one 
or more of which (except in rare instances) will be found the best that anyone 
can use. Many noted anglers—local and non-local—have evinced a warm 
interest in this reducing process, and been very kind in giving me the benefit of 
their opinions. They have also sent me many patterns, and at my request indi ~ 
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cated the relative value of each so far as their own experience went. From these 
my present list of killers (two excepted) have been selected ; hence it follows 
that personally I have no claim to introducing them. I have, however, given 
them all a very good trial, and most carefully guarded against partiality. 
In coming to a decision, I placed my own experience alongside that of others, 
and the flies having the best record in the aggregate were selected. Five were 
a long way ahead of all the others except one, and that one I have included in 
the list, which is :—Zulu, Heather Moth, Claret and Mallard, Hecham Pecham, 
Green Mantle, and Orange and Bustard. In the list given there is sufficient 
variety, but Iam open to think that it is not impossible to produce a more 
effective range. To that end, will readers of the GazerrE kindly, therefore, 
make suggestions? Every angler of experience has favourites, and quite right 
too ; but it is not fancy or favourite flies, if they are fads merely, or good only in 
certain places, that I wish to get at—it is the best flies of all for general use. A 
plethora of flies is bewildering in the extreme to ‘the inexperienced, in whose 
interest alone I am seeking to do my little best. The experts and experienced I 
do not presume to instruct; rather do I stand in need of instruction from 
them. 


Prospects.—Rouse ye up, ye anglers of the strong arm—get your tackle and 
rods in order—hunt out your capacious whuskey cutters and your mackintoshes 
—and be ready, on a moment’s notice, to start for the streams o’ bonnie Scot- 
land, to fight a battle royal with the brawest of all the fish of the season—the 
great salmon of the “back end.” With salmon? Yes, indeed. Can we get 
them ? Why, certainly—they are more than abundant on the coast in the 
districts of all those rivers up which there is a great and continuous “run” 
every autumn. This is really and truly the case. Rain—a good deal has fallen, 
but more is wanted ; and although some rivers, in consequence of having been 
once or twice in slight spate since the netting ended, are now holding a fair 
number of the ‘‘ big fush,” there has not yet been anything like a general, 
pell-mell, splutter and dash, hurrying up, such as is witnessed every year on 
the occurrence of the first really heavy September spate. Given a thundering 
big flood, and after that sufficient water, the volume keeping moderately uni- 
form, we ought to have good “ back-end ” angling—from now to the 31st October 
—considering that fish are so remarkably plentiful. We do hope for a good 
year on North Esk, Dee, Don, Deveron, and Ugie, as we wish to recommend 
these rivers to salmon-fishers ; and West Water, North Esk, Dee, Ythan, Ugie, 
Spey, and Fiddoch to sea-trout fishers. 


AUTUMN ReEsorts.—(On the rivers having a regular “run” of fish in autumn 
—all good fish.) North Esk and West Water,—Free, the former strictly to 
visitors at Panmure Arms Hotel, Edzell ; September and October best time. 
Dee.—(Salmon and finnocks.) Deeside Hydropathic water, Heathcote, by Aber- 
deen ; free to visitors ; from middle of September to 31st October best time. 
Don.—Kintore Burgh water, 10s. for season ; hotel in Kintore ; October best 
time. Don.—The Haughton Arms, Alford Fishery, Kemnay stretch, free to 
hotel visitors ; from middle to end of October best time. Ythan.—/ree to 
visitors at Udny Arms, Newburgh ; from now to middle of October best time. 
Ugie.—Great stretch of water for £2 2s.; hotels in Longside and Mintlaw 
village (best centres); October best month. Deveron.—Huntly water free ; 
hotels in Huntly ; October best month. Spey and Fiddoch.—Aberlour water 
and the best of Fiddoch free ; hotel in Aberlour, or rooms at Craigellachie ; from 
middle of September to 15th October (close time after) the best time. Salmon 
flies ; Jock Scott, Childers, Gordon, Black Doctor, Silver Doctor, Dunt, Glen- 
tanar, Grey Eagle, and Yellow Eagle. 

Since the above was written there has been a big spate in all the rivers. 

W. Murpocu. 





ANGLING FOR BREAM. 
(Continued from p. 17.) 


A Disappointment.—I have heard old anglers say, “ First find your 
bream,” which may be done by visiting the deepest portions of a 
river, where the stream is lazy and slow, by the side of a plumb bank 
with a hole or slack at any part of it, ina deepish, gentle current 
where the bank is tringed with reed beds, rushes, flags, near over- 
hanging willows, &c., or in deep, quiet eddies. On the Thames these 
bream haunts are generally known by the name of “ deeps,” and are 
much affected by anglers fond of a bit of “breaming.” You may 
find the habitats of Cyprinus brama by observing them rise to the 
surface and “roll” (as it is called in the Midlands) or prime, and 
often make a peculiar sucking noise, and leaving bubbles of a con- 
siderable size upon the surface. This mostly happensin the places 
referred to in the grey of the morning or late in the evening, when there is not 
a soul stirring, and everything is as quiet as the grave. I have eften seen bream 
thus priming ; in consequence, I have well and carefully baited a place one 
morning, and, much to his disgust, dragged a friend up about 2.30, and gone 
down on the following day and fished in various styles, using both the slider and 
light ledger, also tried several sorts of baits, including gentles and worms, and 
after fishing from about 3.30 o’clock until 10 a.m. never took a fin—not a fin. 
I am not likely to forget it, for if there was one thing more than another that 
B, detested it was being dragged out of bed about ‘2 o’clock in the morning.” 
I think it was the most terrific mist I was ever in, and as we trudged along I 
gave him to understand, in language not to be mistaken, that we should capture 
at least a hundredweight. 


“We shall never be able to carry them home, my boy. The hole swarms 
with them.” “ First find your bream.” On another occasion I and a friend, after 
well baiting a place where a splendid lot of bream had been taken two days 
previously, obtained a boat, and after carefully fishing the swim for about five 
hours managed to secure one solitary ‘Tommy Parsee.” I recollect the cir- 
cumstance so well because we had to drag the wretched coble nearly two 
miles up the river, the oars being wanted at the ferry. Did Ihear? “The 
bream were not there.” All I know is, they were’there on our arrival, and were 
busy priming right up to the time we commenced cperations. It is just possible, 
from some cause or the other, they had changed their quarters and left the 
place ; but whether they had or not, remembering the above facts may save you 
considerable disappointment. I admit in some instances non-success may be 
the result of over-baiting. Example : Within the past fortnight 3,000 worms 
were thrown into the celebrated ‘“‘ Dunham Dubbs” swim by a party of anglers, 
ending in the capture of one bream, and on the same being opened it was found 
full of worms. The other day I caught a perch in the Trent in a favourite 
swim, and after I had removed the hook I shook three or four pieces of worm 
out of its mouth. I was told that over 17,000 worms had been thrown into the 
above swim in a few days ; do not over-bait. 


Remarks on Priming.—In the calm stillness of a summer's evening (an even- 
ing recalling these lines)— 


“ Still is the river, and calm is its tide ; 
Scarce you discover its waters to glide "— 


whilst I have been intently watching my grey goosequill, I have seen barbel 
“pick” clean out of the water. I have also seen roach, dace, chub, and eels 
rise to the surface, and take the fly, &c., and chub sink from view on the shadow 
of your rod being thrown across the water ; I have seen huge carp basking in 
the sun by the hour together, about eighteen inches below the surface, and baby 
jack doing ditto close to the surface ; I have seen tench rise to the top, give one 
sharp, powerful flick of their tails, and swim to the bottom; but, unless my 
memory deceives me, I never remember seeing any other fish “ prime” in the 
manner of bream, and often leave a bubble on the surface ; take roach and dace, 
for instance. A countryman once solved the problem thus— What does them 
‘ere ‘breeham’ do that ’ere for, guvenor ? Why, hegist opens his mouth, and 
takes in as much hair as will larst him for a week.” Well, what next ? 
“What next ? Why, when that ’ere hair is all gone, he jist goos to the top of 
the watter, and gets some more, for sartin shure, and when he swallers it, up 
coomes a bubble, o’ course !” 
(To be continued.) 





PRESERVATION OF THE RIVER STOUR. 
(Reprinted from the Kent Herald, Sept. 1.) 


To THE EpiTor or THE “KENT HERALD.” 


Sir,—I was delighted to see from your report that the Town Council of 
Canterbury, at a recent meeting, treated the question of the recent poisoning 
of trout belonging to the Citizens’ Stour Protection Association in a manner 
which is at least encouraging to those who have worked so hard to rescue one 
of the finest trout streams in England from the poachers. I have had a good 
deal of experience in all parts of the United Kingdom, and I do not know any 
river which, if properly looked after, would sooner repay the time and money 
spent upon it than your river Stour below Canterbury ; indeed, I was astonished 
when fishing in the meadows below the town to find the river so clear and clean 
and full of fish food, and so suitable for trout_and grayling. There is no reason 
why ever hundred yards of the river between Uanterbury and Sturry should not 
support its fifty brace of trout. I know much smaller streams which support - 
all the year thousands of trout per hundred yards—fish from lb. up to 2lb. and 
3lb. There are very few towns of the size of Canterbury which can say “‘ yes” 
to the question, “Is the river which comes bright and pure within your walls 
sent on in the same condition to towns and villages lower down?” In the 
majority of cases a river, after passing through such a town as Canterbury, is for 
many miles unfit for use in any way by man or beast, and no fish can live in its 
turbid depths. But happily this is not the case with the Stour, at least as far 
down as Sturry. 

If the proprietors of the many hotéls in Canterbury could realise the fact that 
there are thousands of gentlemen who consider fly-fishing for trout the most 
delightful relaxation obtainable from the toils and cares of life, and that they 
would flock to Canterbury in large numbers from the opening to the close of 
the trout-fishing season, and all the year if grayling were introduced—I say if 
the hotel proprietors knew this, surely they would see it was to their interest 
liberally to support the Citizens’ Association in stocking and protecting the 
river. It will only require help at first ; as soon as there is good trout-fishing to 
be had anglers from London and other places will be ready to pay for day, 
weekly, or season tickets. These visitors cannot live on grass in the open air— 
they will want beds, accommodation for their families, food, and drink (anglers 
are not abstainers as arule), so that your bakers, butchers, and other trades- 
men must also benefit indirectly by encouraging fly-fishers to come among you, 
and by enforcing the law against the fish poachers, who seem until lately to 
have had a very easy time of it in Canterbury. 

It is not a question of giving time to the work ; already you have the nucleus 
ef a powerful Association. The seed has been sown, and the plant promises 
well ; but it wants, above all things, generous support from the inhabitants of 
Canterbury. Several London professional gentlemen have joined the Associa- 
tion, and many more will do so if it is seen that there is genuine hearty interest 
taken in the Association locally. There are so many clergymen in the ranks of 
fly-fishers that I venture to say an appeal to the clergy of the district would be 
well received. 

Trusting you will excuse this letter from an outsider who has absolutely no 
interest in the matter but to see valuable fish growing in water waiting for 
them,—I am, Sir, yours truly, 

R. B. Marston, Editor of the FIsHInc GAZETTE. 
London, August 31, 1887. 





“THE GREEN BANK.”* 


THIS charming poem, which was written by an Old Irish Angler, has 
been carefully revised and reprinted by “ The Holy Fly” (“G. F. G.”), 
and is respectfully dedicated to “ Ye Anglers’ Club of Ireland.” It 
is produced in a very attractive manner, and we think no fly-fisher 
who invests sixpence in it will regret his extravagance. In verse 
which flows as pleasantly as a mountain burn a monthly listis given 
of the most killing trout flies for Irish streams and their dressings. 
This list is endorsed by the “ Anglers’ Club of Ireland” as being a 
“most valuable and comprehensive guide to all trout-fishers in this 
country-” Here are the lines which introduce the best killing flies 
to use between the 14th of August and the 14th of September :— 
“ Now Iris bends her bow across the hills, 

And looks with pity on the low sunk rills; 

Betimes she weeps, then smiles, then weeps again, 

Until her intermitting tears o’erflow the plain ; 

And sudden rushing down the rayine’s bed, 

Swell streams and rivers to the sedge’s head,” : 

Nothing could be more graceful or true to nature than this descrip- 

tion of the season of the year through which we are now passing, 
and if the “Old Irish Angler” wrote much more in this strain, we 
should like to see it. oe pba 





* “The Green Bank,” a poem written by an Old Irish Angler. Price 6d, ° Publish 
by Messrs, G, Little and Co,, fishing-tackle makers, 64, Haymarket, London, 
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NOTES. 


A CORRESPONDENT writes : “I have had two shocks to my nerves this week— 
one on seeing in the advertisement columns of a contemporary a fishing-tackle 
maker describe himself as a piscatorialist; the other when examining the up- 
turned soles of a pair of stout fishing-boats displayed in, the shop window of a 
country bootmaker. The nails were arranged in a peculiar way, and after some 
moments I discovered they followed the lines of the letters in the word 
‘ Jubilee.’” Was this cobbler an enthusiastic loyalist anxious to prove his 
affection for her Majesty after this strange fashion, or was he a dreadful radical 
who, in placing “ Jubilee” on the soles of his boots, did so with a grim feeling 
of delight that the word would be trodden under foot? Perhaps, after all, he 
was only an enterprising tradesman anxious to sell his boots and make money 
out of a popular craze. 
a s a st 
Few anglers, so far as their sport is concerned, will have pleasurable recollec- 
tions of the Jubilee year. 
* * * * * 
Fish have been feeding very well in the Upper Thames during the week—in 
fact, the rain has done wonders for the angling. 
; ae ie at 
We hope our readers noticed the extraordinary takes of roach made in the 
Lower Thames last week. he fish feed much more freely there than in the 
upper river, and though so many are caught, their numbers are replenished every 
winter, for it can hardly be doubted that the torrent of water which rushes down 
the river bed at every flood (increased of late years by the modern weir tackle ) 
has a tendency to sweep down the river roach and other fish. 
* * * ae * 


A correspondent, writing in a contemporary, describes the large sailing-boats 
which take out all comers at popular watering-places at so much per head, as 
‘* Shilling emetics !” 

* * * * * 

We would advise those of our readers who wish to fish for jack at this season 
of the year to ignore trolling, float and spinning tackle, and stick to the pater- 
noster. Just now the best fish are in the weeds, or, rather, certain weeds, for it 
should be carefully bornein mind that jack lie not so much in those woods growing 
in still water, such as one finds skirting the banks of deep reaches of the river, 
put in weed beds well out in the stream, particularly those containing a few reeds. 
There is hardly any weedy portion of a river, over three feet in depth, be the 
stream fast, slow, or wanting, where jack may not be found occasionally ; but 
the majority of the best fish seem during the summer months to prefer running 
to still water. It is not until late in the autumn that jack leave the stream 
for the quiet corners, But even in midwinter, if the rivers run down very 
much, jack will work out into the stream again, no doubt following their food. 
The position of most fish seems to depend more on temperature and height of 
water than on the season of the year. If in winter the weather is mild, and the 
water low, ak may be looked for in their summer quarters. 

ES 


The paternoster for jack has been already described in these columns, but as 
we notice that comparatively few anglers use the best pattern, we may be 
forgiven for describing it again. It consists of a yard anda half or two yards 
of stout salmon gut, with alead atthe end. <A loop is made in the gut from 
nine to twelve inches above the lead, and on it is looped an eight-inch length 
of fine stained gimp, bearing the hook or hooks. Formerly, a large single hook 
was used. This answered and answers for baits under three inches in length ; 
but for any larger bait something more elaborate is necessary. For baits a trifle 
larger a medium-sized triangle should be placed at the end of the gimp, and two 
and a half inches above it a large single hook. ‘The single hook is placed in 
the top lip of the bait, and the triangle hitched under its back fin, Té the bait 
is a good-sized one, a second triangle should take the place of the single hook. 
In fact, Jardine snap-tackle should be used. One hook of the triangle nearest 
the gut is placed through the lip of the bait, and a hook of the end triangle 
caught in the skin of the bait just below the dorsal fin. Some anglers prefer 
the two triangles for baits of almost any size. The Jardine snap undoubtedly 
hooks a larger proportion of the fish run than when only one triangle is used ; 
but in summer, when the water is low and bright, it is desirable, to fish with as 
few hooks as possible. When the water is at all colowred the two triangles should 
always be used. -) 

% % $ % * 

It may, perhaps, be objected to the triangles that they catch in the weeds. So 
they do now and again ; but not nearly so often as might be supposed, especially 
if the angler can cast his bait with accuracy into the centre of the openings in 
weeds. Itis better to catch weeds and fish, than no weeds and no fish. 

% a cs is 2 


In paternostering from a boat or ‘punt, half the battle is to have an experi- 
enced waterman to manage your craft. Not merely a man who will do what he 
is told,—and it is not always easy to get that pattern ; but aman who thoroughly 
understands the method of fishing, who knows almost instinctively where you 
are likely to cast, and how long you wish to remain at one spot, and who 
manceuvres the boat or punt accordingly. 

OU Yt yea * & se ** 

When paternostering the weed-beds, it is seldom desirable to leave the bait 
more than a minute in one spot. When a bait is cast into a pike’s sanctum, he 
usually takes it at once or not at all. It is very different in fishing open water, 
where the fish roam about, and can see the tackle more plainly than they can among 
the weeds, and are consequently more shy. To make a good bag this time of 
yeir, it is best to keep almost constantly moving, for those who cover the most 
water will take the most fish. 

: % x % % % 

During the past eight years over fifty-six thousand diseased salmon, grilse, 
and ‘trout haye been taken out of the Tweed and its tributaries. Last year the 
number was 9,521. We wish some of the learned gentlemen who devote their 
lives to ‘scientific inquiries, which, however successful, are not the least use to 
their fellow men, would tackle the salmon-disease question, and endeavour to 
find outits cause and remedy. 

® ® ® @4 9 

The Barnsley magistrates have fined three residents of Thurlston £4 each and 
costs for poisoning trout ina Yorkshire moorland stream at Hazlehead. The 
poison used was chloride of lime, and a large number of fish were destroyed. 

* * * % * 


_ Last week we devoted a few lines to some remarks on angling for river perch 
in summer. One excellent method was left unmentioned. When the water is 
low and clear and the weather hot and bright, large perch will be found right in 
among the weeds, where they will often take a well-scoured red worm far more 
readily than a minnow. For some reason or another ,the best fish will take the 
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roach, but the gut should be a shade stouter. 
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worm, while for the smaller ones the minnow has the greatest attractions. The 
best tackle for the worm in such places is much the same as would be used for 
The best hook is a modified 
Stewart tackle, two hooks being used instead of three. All the angler has to do 
is to get within a few yards of likely holes in the weeds, put his float so that 
the bait will be a foot from the bottom, cast in a few red worms, and let his 
bait follow. The great secret is to cast in the bait lightly, and the best plan is 
to get the point of the rod, which should be long, over the hole, and gently 
lower the bait into the water. This {fishing can only be done where there is 
hardly any stream. 
* * * * * 

Where the water is fairly swift, little swims among the weeds a few yards in 
length must be looked for. To fish them the tackle should he heavily shotted, 
so that the bait goes down to the bottom directly it is dropped into the water. 
Some grand sport may sometimes be obtained by baiting up half a dozen of these 
runs between the weeds with small worms. ‘Those anglers who have great 
delicacy of touch sometimes dispense with the float and fish by feel. To do 
this it is advisable to use a fine wndressed silk line. In some waters fresh water 
shrimps on roach hooks will be found very killing during the summer months. 

* * * * 

By the death of Dr. Spencer Baird at the (in these days of centenarians) com- 
paratively early age of 64, America has lost one of her best known and most 
valued citizens. Dr. Baird was the United States Fish Commissioner, secretary 
of the Smithsonian Institution, and director of the National Museum. 

a at ae a 


A correspondent in the Midlands sends the following anecdote :—‘ Not far 
from C—— resides an old clergyman somewhat peculiar in his habits, and rather 
noted for amor nummi. It was the festival of the village Oddfellows’ club, and 
the members were wishful to march to the church, preceded by a band of music, 
and hear a sermon from the vicar. With this view, several of the leading mem- 
bers waited upon him. To their surprise, he declined to preach for less than a 
guinea. As it was on a week day, and consequently an “ extra ” in the parson’s 
duties, the deputation tried to meet him by an offer of half the required sum. 
After sticking to the original terms for a long time, the old gentleman at last 
said, “ Well, as it is for the club, I'll doit; but a sermon for 10s, 6d. will be 
poor stuff!” Rt 

* * * * 

The Park and Baths Committee of the Wolverhampton Corporation ought to 
be thoroughly well satisfied with the pecuniary result of the first day’s fishing in 
the lakes of the public park, and the anglers on their part ought not to grumble 
at the result of their day’s sport. The water of the lakes was fished from early 
morn till dewy eve by the disciples of Izaak Walton, and some hundreds of 
pounds weight of fish were landed. The largest basket weighed about 281b. or 
30lb., and there were others closely approaching thereto. Some large roach 
were hooked ; but we believe the credit of catching the biggest fish during the 
day must be accorded to Mr. French, dentist, of Queen-street, who, with a 
single hair line, caught a splendid perch weighing 2b. 80z. It is worth men- 
tioning that when landed the perch was found to have a small roach, weighing 
about 3o0z., in its mouth. The receipts for season and day tickets must have been 
about £20 on the opening day. 

* * * * * 

The Championship of Loch Leven for 1887 has been secured by Mr. D. B. 
Macgregor, of the West of Scotland Angling Club, who took fourteen trout 
weighing 13lb. 140z. There were twenty-seven competitors, and the total catch 
was 180 trout, weighing 174lb. 9oz. 








A SHILLING HANDBOOK TO THE AQUARIUM AND 
FERNERY. 


WE are often asked to recommend some inexpensive work which 
gives plain directions how to construct, maintain, and stock an 
aquarium, and have no doubt it will be useful to many of our readers 
to know that Mr. T. Fisher Unwin, 26, Paternoster-square, publishes 
a shilling Handbook which gives most reliable information on the 
freshwater aquarium for fish and plants, the freshwater aquarium 
for insects, the freshwater microscopical aquarium, with some 
remarks on the marine aquarium and the management of the fernery. 
There are forty-three illustrations of fish, plants, insects, &c.,and we 
can confidently recommend the little work to all who wish to start 
an aquarium or fernery successfully: Those who only require the 
part on aquaria can have it for sixpence—at least, from a reference 
on p. 40 we presume this is the case. 
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SEPTEMBER.—7.45. I jump out of bed and throw the casement open. The 
yellow roses are nodding their dewy heads in the sunshine, and their perfume 
is wafted in ona soft southerly air, There isa certain sadness in the beauty of the 
morning—the year is evidently growing old ; there is a little mist on the river, and 
a faint odour of dying leaves mingles with the scent of the Gloires de Dijon. 
Yes! There is Bob washing the punt out, and I can see the basket and the stone 
bottle. I must hurry up, for the starting time is 8.15, Is there anything more 
beautifully peaceful than the river on a September morning, before the sun gets 
high, or the dew is off the grass? Bob punts me up stream as I prepare my tackle. 
A few hours’ barbel-fishing first, he thinks, “That's it, sir, just in the swirl by 
the sluice-gate. There, you see, that’s carried the bullet right into the 
deep.’ Ten minutes, and tug, tug, and I land a small 2lb, barbel. 
“Put him back again, Bob, and let’s drink his health.” Many more tugs, and we 
have a fine old perch, a big roach, a chub, three or four barbel, and have returned 
two trout. I think lunch is about the thing, and I afterwards lie downin the punt and 
watch the white pigeons from the mill circling in the blue sky, and I think of 
my friend, who says, “I can’t think what you see in fishing, Moir.” “Well, I 
can see the magnificent laws of Neture in the ordering of the river, the trees, 
birds, and flowers, and, above all, I can see the handof a great and wise Creator,and I 
am happy that I am allowed such an overwhelming privilege. And, moreover—” 
“Pare, Sir, for the Circus!” Good gracious! what am I dreaming of? ITamon 
the ’bus in Oxford-street, and I must get down at the Circus.—F RANK L. Morr. 


ANGLING MADE EAsy.—On Saturday afternoon Messrs, Vintner and Savage were 
fishing in the Edenham river near Bourne, in Lincolnshire, when the former put in 
his line and left it a short time. On returning he found an eel had been hooked, 
had wound its body round the line, and cleverly landed itself up the bank, about 
Aft, high, 

THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48 South Molton-street, W. 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN ‘‘ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp Hamitton, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout,and Grayling,” §c. 
(Continued from page 86.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 


Tun Brun Tirmouse (Parus cewruleus), Blue Cap, Billy Biter, 


Ts one of the prettiest of our Paride, and a very common species. All of us 
who, in our boy days, have been fond of birdnesting can well remember with what 
terror we first heard that peculiar hissing when inspecting a hole in a tree or 
wall, firmly believing that a snakeand not a bird was the cause of it. When 


better informed, we knew it was Mistress Blue Cap, who defends her home with 
great couragé and pertinacity. 


The nest is at times placed in very curious 








































































































localities ; an old bottlé—even a country post-office box has been appropriated. 
The crown of the head is bright cobalt blue ; the forehead white, as well as a line 
of feathers extending round the blue crown ; cheeks and hinder-part of neck, 
white ; back, green ; wings and tail, blue; breast and under-parts, sulphur 
yellow ; legs, bluish-grey. Wordsworth appreciated its bright colours : 


‘Where is he, that giddy sprite, 
Blue cap, with his colours bright, 
Who was blest as bird could be, 
Feeding on the apple tree ; 

Made such wanton sport and rout, 
Turning blossoms inside out ; 

Hung, head pointing towards the ground, 
Fluttered, perched, into a round 

Bound himself, and then unbound ; 
Lithest, gaudiest harlequin, 

Prettiest tumbler ever seen ! 

Light of heart and light of limb, 

What is now become of him?” 


Tue Sporrep Fry-Catcuer (Muscicapa—Musca, a fly, and carpo, to take— 
griso'a). Order, Passeres ; Family, Muscicapide, 


arrives in this country about the third week in May ; Selby says, “ when the 
oak-leaf is coming out,” and may be constantly seen on the palings about woods, 
orchards, gardens, and lawns. It is called the Beam Bird in Hertfordshire and 
other counties ; Post Bird in Kent; Bee Bird in Norfolk, &c. The bird appears 
always intent on getting as many flies as possible, and he is a regular 
“dab” at it. Watch him for a short time; see how, with his sharp, hawklike 
eye, he spots the various flies and beetles, and is down on the ground one 





THE Sporrep Fry-CatcueEer. 


moment and up in the air the next. Mr. St. John states that a pair of fly- 
catchers fed their young no less than five hundred and thirty-seven times in one 
day, beginning at twenty-five minutes before four, a.m., and ending at ten 
minutes before nine, p.m. The call-note is harsh, like the word ishee, several 
times repeated ; it has no song. The colour of the bird is a uniform hair-brown 
on back, the head somewhat spotted with a lighter colour, the breast whitish and 
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Spotted, the lower parts greyish-white. In Somersetshire these birds are sup- 
posed to bring good luck. 


“Tf you scare the fly-catcher away, 
No good luck will with you stay.” 


Tar Heder SPARROW—which is no sparrow at all—(A ccentor modularis), one 
of the Sylviide, and the House Sparrow, that most ubiquitous of birds, require 
only a passing notice. The former, a soft-billed bird, with the robin, remains 
with us all the year, and comes close to our habitations in the winter. Its com- 
pact nest, with the blue eggs, found in our hedgerows, is the delight of school- 
boys, and frequently used by the cuckoo to deposit her eggs. 


Tue House Sparrow (Passer domesticus ; Family, Fringillide), 


is known to all in town or country. Impudent, yet wary ; not easily caught or 
enticed, however much we may tempt with the most favourite food. ‘“ Timeos 
Danaos nec dona ferentes,” they say, and yet we haveseen in the Tuileries Gardens 
in Paris a man, who, by whistling, brought all the sparrows round him. They 
perched on his hat, his shoulders, his arms, his wrists, and his hands ; and even 
the cautious wood pigeon came to his call. What innate mysterious power did 
that man possess ? ; 

W. Ralston, in his “ Russian Folk Lore,” gives a legend about the sparrow :— 
“When the Jews were seeking for Christ in the Garden, all the birds, except 
the sparrow, tried to draw them away from His hiding-place, only the sparrow 
attracted them thither by his shrill chirruping ; then the Lord cursed the 
sparrow, and forbade that men should eat its flesh.” yt 

The Bohemians have a set of charms to keep sparrows from the crops; we 
would advise the farmers to try them. 

1. Stick upright in a field a splinter cut from a piece of timber out of which a 
coffin has been made. 

, 2. Lay a bone taken from a grave on the threshold or window-sill of your 
arn. 

3 (and this really would not be difficult). If, while sowing, you put three 
grains of corn under your tongue, wait till you have reached the end of the 
furrow in silence, and then spit them out in the name of the D—Il, no sparrow 
will come into your field, though your neighbour’s may be full of them. 

—See Swainson’s “ Folk Lore for British Birds.” 


Skelton’s poem on the death of Phyllyp Sparrowe, killed by his cat Gyp, 
written in 1508, bringing all the birds together to weep for his loss, proves how 
great a favourite the bird was at that time. 


The cat specyally 

That slew so cruelly 

My lytell prety sparowe 

That I brought up at Carowe, 


(To be continued.) 





“WHERE TO GO”—INCHNADAMPH. 


‘SALMON for the millionaire, trout for the million,” is almost as 
true in a general way as “Grouse for the one, partridges for the 
other” ; yet, though I am only a member of the million fraternity, 
I have accounted for a good many salmon and grilse, and many a 
good fisher whose ambition it is to land a “member of the Royal 
Family ” may do so, and before the season closes, by running down 
to Inchnadamph. 

Though August “is a very bad month for the fishing whateffer,” I yet 
managed during this last month to kill six grilse up to 73lb., only trying for “a 
fish” quite occasionally, as my preference is for trout. There are now lots of 
salmon and grilse in Loch Assynt, and those who have not yet decided “‘ where 
to go for a holiday ” can’t do better than pack up and go straight to Inchna- 
damph, by Lairg. It is only about a 24 hours’ journey from Euston Station to 
John Sutherland’s comfortable little hotel on the margin of Loch Assynt, in 
Sutherlandshire. 

The trout-fishing “looks up” in September after the ‘dog days,” and the 
salmon-fishing improves up to the end of October. Best flies, Jock Scott, Black 
Doctor, Butcher, and Blue Doctor, and for two or three to fall back upon, add 
Childers, Silver Doctor, and Popham flies, not too large, about grilsesize. P. J. 
Malloch, High-street, Perth, knows the district well, and can supply just the 
right flies for salmon and trout. Last year I got nine grilse, only putting on the 
big fly now and then. 

There are lots of good lochs all round, full of trout, for those who can walk. 
The scenery is glorious, the climate invigorating, appetite up there something 
too fearful, and a really good table kept to satisfy even a critical taste—yes, it 
does rain occasionally, but what angler minds that ?—and the charges are moderate. 
The famous gillaroo loch, at the foot of Ben More, is within an hour's walk of 
the inn, a “ varra dour ” loch ; but now and then the trout will rise splendidly, 
and there are some whackers to reward the patient angler who hits at last on 
the right day. . 

Then, for a change, there is magnificent sea-fishing at the kyle, only nine 
miles to drive, and such a drive! Alongside Loch Assynt, past the ruined castle, 
then up, up a steepish hill, leaving the mountain Quinaig on our left, past some - 
jolly little lochs all holding good trout, and then at the top of the hill sucha - 
view of mountain and moor, and the sea and cloudland in thedistance! Weare 
soon down at the kyle, boats ready, rods rigged up; we all had bran-new wire 
traces, and we fondly believed they would hold anything, but we were most of 
us smashed up two or three times, for the fish run up to over 20lb., and it is no 
very uncommon thing to get two or three hundredweight of great fish—lythe, 
pollack, coalfish, &c. he best lures are Blue Phantom, and white and red spinning 
sand eels. Happy thought! Next time strongest tackle for the kyle. It isa _ 
marvellous place, this kyle : the sea runs in with strong tides far inland between 
great lonely hills ; the water was full of young herring, which were being chased 
by cuddies ; these were pursued by the huge lythe and coalfish, while several 
porpoises were in full cry after all ; the water was ‘dotted with guillemots con-_ 
stantly diving and fishing, and the air full of gulls and terns all hard at work. 
It is no uncommon sight to see an eagle, for there are two or three eyries near 
this kyle ; and oh! what fishing with hand-lines when the boat is anchored! 

But it is time to pull up. Shall be very pleased to give information to anyone 
who wants to try Inchnadamph. 

Watford, Herts. C. E. Fry. 


——— 


SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wool 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Ksq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, apply to 
T. B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVERPOOL. 
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| CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible, | 


E ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The committee’meeting of this association was well attended on Monday evening, 
September 4th. The vice-president, Mr. W. H. Beckett, occupied the chair. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The principal business 
was to enrol two clubs, one of which had previously been enrolled with the Central 
Association, The representatives attended, and asked to be enrolled with the Anglers’ 
Association. It was unanimously decided to admit them. The name of the club is 
the Gladstone, held at 107, Mare-street, Hackney. In reply to a question it was 
stated that their members would at once participate in all the privileges of the 
Association, and would also be eligible to fish in the roach competition at Ponder’s 
End on Saturday next. The next business was to enrol an entirely new club num- 
bering 43 members—namely, the Havelock Angling Society, held at the General 
Havelock, West-street, London-fields, The vice-president pointed out to their 
secretary that it would be necessary to make some slight alterations as to the sizes 
of fish allowed to be taken, and upon this understanding being given it was decided 
toenrol them. The appointment of a new resident bailiff for the Uxbridge waters 
was agreed upon, and several other matters discussed. A vote of thanks to the vice- 
president concluded a business-like evening.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

VISITING List (SOUTHERN DistTRICT), 

To-night (Friday, 9th inst.). Societies, south of the Thames or elsewhere, are 
reminded that a visit of the above association will be paid to the Brunswick 
Piscatorial Society, held at the King John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars. 
I may mention that Ye Olde Black Friars will be fairly represented, and I trust 
that their members may be exceeded by every other society on the list. Professionals 
of high repute and distinguished amateurs have proffered their services on this 
occasion ; and a hearty welcome awaits every individual angler without distinction 
by the “ Brunswicker’s,”—JoHN SMITH (V. 0.). 

EASTERN District Visitrine List.—No, 2. 

The next return visit on this list will take place at the Amicable Waltonians on 
Monday, September 19th. This will commence a new series of visits, which I trust 
will be as successful as the last.—F’. THORLING. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 10s. 
from the donation-box of the Grange Angling Society, and 12s, from the South 
Hornsey Angling Society donation-box.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Sept. 4th only two members weighed-in fish : Mr. Pedley roach, Mr, Robinson, 
jun., perch. On Sept. 11th, roaming match for seven prizes from Burnt Mill to 
Harlow-road Bridge, All members to go down by first train to Burnt Mill, and to 
answer to their names at the station, and to fish as soon after as they please. All 
members to leave off fishing and meet at Burnt Mill Station, to ieturn by the train 
which leaves there about 6.30 p.m. All to sign the book on the Saturday night 
previous.—_J. WORLEDGE. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

I have to record a fairly representative gathering of active members on Friday, 
the 2nd inst., Mr. G. Bryan and Mr, G, Salisbury officiating as president and vice in 
the early part of the evening, with Mr. James Smith and Mr. Stewart Bryan occu- 
pying those respective positions later on, having been elected to conduct the business 
tor the ensuing month. Mr. James Smith brought forward a very important pro- 
position which, having been carried, will allow members in the future to weigh-in 
all fish taken after 3 p.m. on Saturday along with their Sunday shows. Mr. A. J. 
Biyant was elected as an active member, and a new candidate in Mr. F. W. Wallis 
was duly proposed and seconded. After Mr. James Smith had generously offered a 
prize, to be competed for in such manner as the committee may deem fit, a little 
harmony brought proceedings to a close, On September Ist, 8. Bryan was the only 
member to weigh-in for Mr. G. R. Hill’s (Wellington) prize for largest fish of any 
species caught on that day to beat the donor’s own take, and this was a small jack 
of 1lb, 1240z. The weigh-in on the 4th inst. was a poor one, Mr. 8. Wertheim 
heading the list with a mixed bag of bream, roach, dace, and gudgeon, in all 5lb. 10oz., 
from Pulborough. The brothers S, und G. Bryan had small takes of dace, roach, 
and gudgeon from the Thames.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon. sec. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show this week, Mr. Jennings weighing-in 10lb. of roach, the 

heaviest going 1lb. 20z.; Mr. Jamieson, 4lb. of roach ; Mr. Taylor, barbel, dace, and 
@bream, the heaviest bream going 3lb. ; Mr. Elton a nice show of roach.—J. J. 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, September 7th, Mr, R. Atchison in the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed, Membership increased. <A prize competition at 
Sunbury Lock, a quarter of a mile each side of the lock cut, is fixed for the 18th 
inst, Gentlemen joining the society before that date will be eligible to compete on 
paymentiof six weeks’ back contributions, A financial general meeting is convened 
for Wednesday next, the 14th inst., for the purpose of clearing up arrears of con- 
tributions, &c., prior to the secretary producing his half-yearly balance-sheet. The 
series of special prizes were augmented by several new members. The secretary, in 
last week’s report, omitted to mention that Mr, R. Atchison was the successful com- 
petitor at Horley on the 28th ult. The scalesman has had a holiday during the 
past week, and Messrs, Harry Dunn, EH, Coleman, and H, Holten are the only members 
that have weighed-in.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society fished a roving match for four prizes on the 4th 
inst., with the following result :—Mr. W. Davison, 1 ; Mr. W. Taylor, 2 ; Mr. J. Court, 
3; Mr, A. Frost,4. At our meeting on the 2nd inst., Mr. Davison, who officiated as 
chairman, handed over to Mr. Frost the sum of £3, the result of the smoking con- 
cert to help him replace the tackle he had the misfortune to have stolen. Mr. Frost 
thanked those members present, and requested me to return his sincere thanks, 
through the medium of this paper, to those anglers and friends who so kindly sup- 
ported him on that occasion.—A. CONN, sec. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS, 

Since my last report, the following members have weighed-in a few fish, quantity 
just about enough to keep the game alive :—Aug, 28: Messrs, Garratt and Varney, 
roach. Sept. 3: Mr. Garratt, roach and dace. Sept. 4: Mr. Creedy, bream ; and 
Messrs. Garratt, Varney, Clark, and “ Roundhole,” roach._—JAcko, 

CLAPTON, 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair. Minutes of last meeting were signed and general business transacted, in- 
cluding the nomination of two new members. A few unimportant catches were 
reported. I had the pleasure of reading a copy of the circular sent to all angling 
clubs respecting the testimonial to Mr. R. Ghurney. Our members greatly approved 
same, and when the lists of subscriptions are published, I am sure the Clapton total 
will be a satisfactory one, I truly and sincerely hope it may be beaten by many 
other lists. It should be a friendly rivalry amongst clubs who, in accordance with 
their numbers and other circumstances, can show the largest subscription lists. A 
cordial vote of thanks to our chairman closed the proceediagsx—HENRY Howsg, hon, 
sec. 








CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

On Wednesday a fine show of roach was weighed-in at headquarters, caught by 
Messrs. J. W. Morgan and H, Young, the two largest fish weighed 11b. 30z. each, the 
gross weight being 111b., all of which were very fine; also two dace, the largest 
7oz.,and three gudgeon, Some small fish have been caught by several other mem- 
bers, Please note that the next meeting night is Wednesday, when all members are 


requested to attend punctually at 8.30 p.m, Previous to the ordinary meeting a 
committee meeting] will be held at 8 p.m., when all members of same are earnestly 
requested to attend.— ALFRED (G. EVANS, sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 4th inst., when the following gentlemen 
weighed in some good fish : Mr, Severm, bream, 91b, 3}0z.; Mr. A. Barrett, barbel, 
2lb. 9}02., and one bream, 1lb. ; Mr. Wilkins, roach, 3lb. 9}0z. There will be a fishing 
competition on the 25th of September, open to all comers, promoted by our worthy 
host, Mr. Green, for three handsome prizes, the match to be fished in the Canal from 
Scrub-lane Bridge to Willesden-lane Bridge, known as Fisherman’s Bridge ; pegged 
down, one rod only ; tickets, 6d. each, to be had at the bar. Next Wednesday, being 
quarterly night, I hope to see a large majority of members present to take into con- 
sideration our next outing and other important business.—H. PALMER, sec, 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

Good sport has been the fortune of our members during the past week, Mr. P. 
Barlow on two occasions showing some fine roach, several scaling 11b. ; whilst Mr. 
Alf. Auckland, amongst some grand fish, weighed in a roach scaling 1}lb., and also, 
on Saturday last, six roach, turning the scale at 41b. Mr. Hazlewood also reports 
good takes of fish from the Norfolk Broads. I have further to announce several 
prizes offered by the undermentioned gentlemen for competition :—R. J. Frank, 
Esq. (president), a prize of £2 2s, ; also Messrs. Hazelwood, Barlow, Frith, and Dyer. 
Conditions and dates are posted in the society’s rooms. The last gentleman’s prize 
is for bream (gross weight) on the 18th inst.—E. T. ELDER, hon. sec. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society fished their fourth match this season on the 25th ult. at Acle, starting 
from Mr, Rose's, Bridge House. Thirty-two members entered for the contest, out 
of which 21 attended. Fishing commenced at 10,30 a.m. and finished at 5.30 p.m. 
The match was a stake-down one, competitors to fish with one rod, one line, andtwo 
hooks, ledgering and paternostering allowed. To-day being fine and reports having 
been heard that good catches had been taken there a few days before, it was ex- 
pected that a fair catch would be the result of the match; in this we were very 
much disappointed, as at the weighing-in at the close of the day, only six competi- 
tors had fish, and they won the six prizes offered for competition—viz., 1st, Mr. W. 
H. Bayfield; 2nd, Mr. T. E. Gunn ; 3rd, Mr. W. Lowne; 4th, Mr. J. Chastney ; 5th, 
Mr, Fullerton ; and 6th, Mr. W. Hunt. At our meeting held on the 30th ult., the 
chairman, Mr, J. E. Pretty, presiding, the result of the match was read, and general 
regret was expressed that it was not more satisfactory. It was arranged to hold a 
roving match at Fritton Decoy on the 13th inst., when I hope to give a much 
better report as to fish taken and number of competitors weighing-in. I am 
pleased to say that during the season we have been increasing our 
numbers considerably, and that there seems more interest taken in our 
contests, we baving had more competitors taking part in them than hitherto, and 
our weekly meetings are well attended ; this, I think, speaks well for the advance- 
ment of the society ; but there is one thing which we very much regret, and that is 
so few of the London anglers who fish in this neighbourhood give us a visit at our 
meetings which are held every Tuesday evening at 9 o’clock, where I am sure they 
would not only receive a most hearty welcome, but also some useful information 
as to our rivers and broads that would be of some service to them,—WM. KIRBY, 
hon. sec. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a capital show of roach at the club on the 4thinst., brought in by Messrs, 
T. Ormes and Bonnick, many of the fish scaling over 1lb.; Messrs, Haines, Devon, and 
Holmes had good roach ; and Mr, Almeroth barbel. Members wishing to compete 
for the Jubilee prizes on Monday next at Waltham must give in their names. The 
secretary will be at the club-house on Saturday evening to make members eligible to 
compete; our distribution of prizes will take place on Tuesday, the 20th inst.—R. 


MURPHY. 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting was held on Tuesday, Mr. Bentley in the chair. Routine 
business despatched, the finishing touches were put to the arrangements for the 
competition at Ponder’s End on Saturday, the 10thinst. The prizes will be awarded 
on Tuesday, the 13th, at 8 p.m., at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, when visitors will be 
cordially welcomed. Messrs. Norman and Gardiner reported a take of seven perch, 
weight 521b ; sixteen roach, 9lb.; one tench, 2}lb.; and two jack, 11]b, Mr, Sower- 
butts, a take of roach, 11lb. After a pleasant evening, during which the prizes 
were exhibited, and, thanks to the chairman, the meeting separated,—G. C. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in fish on Sept. 4 :—Mr, Stoner, with chub, 
barbel, bream, and roach, 91b,—one chub, 3l1b, 5o0z., one barbel, 41b. 30z, ; Mr. Green, 
roach and dace; Mr. Henrie, roach; Mr. Lumby, roach; Mr. Trowbridge, roach ; 
Mr. C. Crow, roach and dace; Mr. A. Crow, barbel, roach, and dace ; Mr. Chapman, 
roach; Mr. Harrison, roach and dace; and Mr. De Perran, roach and dace, Mr. 
Stoner also had fish on the 6th inst.—viz., one barbel (2lb. 10}0z.) and dace, The 
next sweepstakes will take place at Bourne End on October 2.—C, B, LuMBy. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A clerical error appears to have crept into our last report. The weighing-in 
should have been 1lb. 6oz., not 11lb, 6oz. as stated. On Friday, the 2nd inst., we 
held our usual meeting with a full muster, at which the minutes of the previous 
week were confirmed. An alleged breach of the Association rules affecting one of 
our members was investigated, and found to be without the slightest foundation, 
and he was reinstated. Expeditions were fixed for Sept. 4th to Sunbury and the 
Mole, with the following result :—Mr. A. E. Donaldson had a nice show of bream, 
which tipped the beam at 7lb. 7oz. from Sunbury. Our membership was increased 
by the admission of the smallest angler in London—height, 40in. ; weight, four 
stone—who pleaded hard to be a member, and brought his subscription. We hope 
shortly to record the exploits of this “angling midget,” who is by no means new at 
the sport. A peg-down match was arranged for Oct. 4th for a prize given by our 
worthy host, Mr. G. Williams, Several of our members attended on Monday last at 
the St. John’s Angling Club, Horse Shoe, Clerkenwell-close, on the occasion of the 
Clerkenwell visiting list there, and were well received.—W. H. JOHNSON, sec. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fortnightly meeting was held on the lst inst., the chair being occupied by the 
president, Mr, W. Carey, who was supported by Mr. J. Willett, vice-president, and 
a good number of members and friends, Among ‘the latter gentlemen was Mr, 
Field, of the Anglers’ Association; Mr. Davison, Bermondsey Brothers; and Mr. 
Wade, Anchor and Hope. The minutes of the previous meeting having been read 
and confirmed, Mr. Piolain was elected an honorary member of the society. Messrs. 
Hi. Rich and Gibbons were declared the winners of Messrs. Percival and Field’s 
prizes for June and July last. The Anglers’ Benevolent box was opened, and was 
found to contain the sum of 303., which was handed by the chairman to Mr. Field, 
who, in returning many thanks, spoke of the good the Anglers’ Benevolent Associution 
was doing, and made an appeal to the anglers present to join the Association. On 
Saturday last Messrs. Wood, J. H. Rich, and Gibbons weighed in some fine roach 
from the Lea,—W. K. 

GREAT-EASTERN RAILWAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A new angling society for Stratford, under the above title, has been formed at the 
Railway Tavern, Angel-lane, Stratford. Meeting nights, Thursdays and Sundays. 
Gentlemen wishing to join should address the secretary as above-—W, WEAVER, 
sec, 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th inst. we had a fair show of handsome roach. J. Jeffries, 7lb. 14302. ; 
T. Haycox, 41b. 9oz. ; and A. Hattemore, 5lb, G. Lotcho had roach. The annual 
distribution will take place on Thursday next, September, 15th. Members and 
friends who have promised prizes will oblige by sending them in not later than 
Wednesday next. The return visit No. 1 Eastern district will take place on Monday 
evening next; chair takenat 9 o0’clock by W, Midson (Dalston Angling Society),—- 
R, GHURNEY, sec, 
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HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th inst, the above society weighed in some splendid catches of roach, 

several over 1lb., and one jack by Mr, Pitt.—P. Farr, secretary, 
ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At the meeting of this society, held at Rise House on the 5th inst. J. M. Broad, 
Esq., was elected to the chair, Minutes of previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. C. 8. Beatley presented the society’s library with two very interesting books on 
insects, for which a vote of thanks was given. The secretary announced that he 
had received several offers of mounted fish, &c., for decorating the wall of the new 
club-room, for which a special committee are at present negotiating.—C. H, KEnN- 


NETT, hon sec. 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Three special prizes were fished for on the 4th inst. in the Rye House waters. Mr, 
T. Goodwins secured first honours, Mr, H. Auburn second, Mr. W. H. Mecham third, 
The members also competed for three special prizes on Wednesday last, the 7th inst., 
in the Forty Guinea water, Only two of the competitors were successful in taking 
the required weight to take a prize. They were Messrs. M. Martin and H. Butt. At 
our last meeting the secretary read a letter he had received from Mr, Howes, the 
hon. secretary to the R.Ghurney Testimonial Fund. To enable all members to 
participate in this worthy object, it was proposed and carried that it stand over for 
a fortnight, when it is hoped that all members that can possibly attend will do so, 


—H. B. 
INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 4th inst., Messrs. A. Cann, D. Keep, W. 
Kohlman, and C, Smart each having a very good show of roach and dace.—C, 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Anglers cannot now complain of searcity of water ; rain has fallen in this neigh- 
bourhood in deluging showers. A member of ours, Mr, H,. Mason, has had two very 
fair days’ sport in the Vyrnwy amongst the chub, roach, and dace, taking 151b, and 
8lb. respectively. We have fixed our tenth competition this season for the 15th 
inst. in the Vyrnwy at Llanymynech, and as we look upon it as our champion con- 
test, we are sure to have a rare fight for the “blue riband.” So, Messrs.. Davies, 
Mason, Wilson, and Chandler, put in all you know.—RD, WOOLFALL, hon. sec, 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members fished for four prizes on the 4th inst. at Roydon, roying ; but the 
sport was slow in the extreme, and at the call of time only four members had got 
sizeable fish, and the prizes were taken as follows—viz., Messrs. J. Bunn, J. W. 
Dyer, G. Bliss, and J. McDermott ; but those who have been out during the week 
have fared better, the following having weighed-in—viz., Messrs. J. G. Feaks and 
W. F. Dyer, jack; Mr. C. 8. Blackman, bream, perch, roach, and dace; Mr. J. P. 
Trever, roach and dace; Mr. G. Bliss, roach; and Mr. J. Bunn, roach, One new 
member elected.—A, MAy, hon. sec. 

MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society had a match at the Welsh Harp, Hendon, on the 4th 
inst., for a silver tankard, given by Mr. Crowson, of the King’s Arms, Peckham Rye, 
for the largest specimen fish, Six competed, and the prize was won by Mr, Fawcett, 
with a very nice bream. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members went out on the 4th inst., but in consequence of the bois- 
terous weather they all drew blank. Thursday, the 15th, being quarterly night, 
members will oblige by mustering in force early for the despatch of business.—G, T. 


FLETCHER, sec, 
NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 4th inst., the following members had fish :—Mr. Grindley, jack, from the 
Welsh Harp ; Messrs. Underwood, jun., and Greenwood, jack and roach, from Els- 
tree; Mr, Edgerton, sen., roach and dace; Mr. Pritchard, roach, from the Lea.—W. 
GREENWOOD, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club were out on the 4th Sept. in full force for the first club 
prizes, three in number, an open match, with the following result :—Mr, Brancher, 
Ist ; Mr, Parsons, 2nd; and Mr. Holbrow, 3rd. A match for the president’s silver 
cup, of the-value of £5, will take place on Sept. 11th in the river Wey from the Wey 
Bridge to Cox’s Mill, and the first series of six prizes will take place on the 18th of 
this month, the water selected being the river Lea, from the Rye House Bridge to St. 
Margaret's Lock.—W. R. MATTHEWS, sec. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was a large attendance of the members of this society at Mona Hotel on 
Wednesday evening last.. Our respected member, Mr, Matthew Blamey, was 
unanimously requested and accordingly took the chair. The minutes of the last 
meeting were duly passed, and a ballot taken for a new member, Mr, M. G. de 
Courcy, proposed by Mr. Broder, seconded by Mr. G. J. Walker. The chairman 
announced that Mr. de Courcy had been unanimously elected. Mr. T. R. Sachs, on 
his return from Loch Melvin, Ireland, gave a most interesting account of his visit. He 
caught a great number of trout ; but the salmon would not look at a fly. He showed 
a tray of trout 25lb. 80z., and one ferow 41b. 120z., after being cleaned out. He was 
deservedly applauded. Mr. Fennings showed 5lb, 7oz. roach, 2lb. 40z. chub, Welland ; 
Mr, Wimbush showed 6lb. 90z. roach with fly from the Welland—largest, 1lb. The 
chairman announced the intention of the Richmond Piscatorial to renew the Anglers’ 
Tournament the coming year. They hoped to have the assistance of all the leading 
angling societies, the proceeds principally to be dovoted to the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society. He trusted the Tournament would be a great success. The 
toast of the successful anglers was given to Messrs. Sachs and Wimbush. Mr, 
Clarbour brought to the notice of the meeting a poaching tackle found at the 
society’s private water. It was thought to be a rough tackle, and in all probability 
was placed there by a poacher. The toat of the Piscatorial Society was duly 
honoured. A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the meeting.— 


AVES 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 4th inst. Mr. J. Savage weighed in 8lb. 930z. of roach and dace, Mr, T. 
Line, roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. J. Wigley, dace and gudgeon ; and Mr. I. Davis 
dace from the Thames. Messrs, J. Smith and H. Haine had some nice roach from 
the Lea, Mr. J. Savage was delared the winner of Mr. J. Clare’s prize given for 
this day. On the 7th inst. Messrs. T, Line and J. Wigley visited the Thames, and 
managed to get about 20lb. of roach and dace between them. On the same datea 
meeting was held at headquarters for the purpose of considering the necessity of 
allowing sewer and drain-fishing in competitions. After a lot of cross firing forand 
against, and talking for some time away from the question, it was decided that “no 
fish be allowed to be weighed in for prizes that have been taken within fifty yards 
of a main sewer or drain.” Messrs. Watson and Mitchell were elected members of 
this society. The following gentlemen were elected on the committee for the 
coming quarter—Messrs, J. Wigley, T. Line, J. Clare, F. E, Selth, H. Haine, and— 


PIXIE. 
RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 7th inst., Mr. W. Wildey in the chair, Our 
competition on the 4th resulted in a victory for Mr. H. Gay; Messrs, Sharpless, 
Comley, Ladd, Gregory, Beecham, Colombo, Bradley, Piggott, Irwin, and Benton 
also had fish—Mr. R. Sharpless one perch, 1lb. 440z. Our meeting terminated with 
harmony, to which Mr. Payne, as pianist, contributed in his usual efficient manner. 


—C, PIGGOTT, sec. 
SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th inst. we had a capital show of roach at our club, the principal con- 
tributors being Messrs. Tilbury, North, Kidd, and Wright, the latter gentleman 
having a very handsome roach from the Lea—viz., 1lb. 7oz., which has gone to 
Cooper's for preservation.—H, KIDD, sec. i fo Bs 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, . : 

On Wednesday, August 31st, Mr. W. C. Barnes weighed in a nice bream, 3lb, 440z., 

and Mr, P, T. Godfrey a few roach on the 4th ult, The Sunday portion of, ourmem- 


‘of the meeting, 


bers had a competition at Harlow for three prizes, and {although plenty of fish were 
taken, they were the reverse of fine and large, the following being the result :—Mr, 
W. Webb, 1lb. 1loz. roach, 1 ; Mr. T, Gretton, 15#0z. roach, 2 ; and Mr. G. Whitmore, 
llioz., 3. Messrs. Millington, 8. Orrow, and 8, Wilkinson also weighed-in close up. 


—T, GRETTON. 
ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At our last meeting it was unanimously agreed to alter the place for fishing the 
grand series at Wraysbury. The match will now take place on September 11th, 
from Shepperton Leck to Laleham Ferry, both sides of the river allowed. Members 
may leave town by the last train on Saturday night. On August 28th, Mr, Lang 
weighed some nice bream, also jack. Mr. Gibbs and Etherington had some good 
eels and gudgeon on the 3rd, but did not weigh.—_THIrsTy TIDDLER. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

A meeting of delegates took place on Tuesday last to make arrangement for the 
second competition of the season. After some little discussion it was decided to fish 
at the Broad Meedes at Woking on October 9th. The next return visit of the South 
London Clubs will take place on Tuesday next, September 13th, at the Angler's 
Pride, City Arms, Gt. Dover-street, hoping to see a good muster of anglers present. 
—J. Court, hon, sec. : 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On September 4th, Mr. Jacobs weighed-in roach, and final arrangements were made 
for the outing which is to take place on the 11th, not the 6th, as stated last week. 
On Tuesday, 6th, our opening supper and first smoking concert passed off with great 
success. Tuesday next is quarterly night and election of officers, also final arrange- 
ments for the Tuesday out, September 20. Members are requested to turn up in force, 


—PELICAN 
ST. ANDREW’S. PISCATORIALS. 

Some of the members of this society were out on the 4th inst., Mr. King bringing 
in good roach (some of which scaled over 11b.60z. each), dace, and about three dozen of 
gudgeon ; Mr. Gentry, roach and dace; Mr. Monk, roach and dace; Mr, Coster, 
roach ; and Mr, Long, roach.—J, MILLWoop, sec. 


SHREWSBURY SEVERN ANGLING SOCIETY, 

A special general meeting of the members of this society was convened at the 
Shrewsbury Music Hall on Thursday evening. Mr.J. Watson, M.P., presided, and 
there were also present Messrs, Hawley Edwards, J. H. Morris, W. E. Rumsey, J. 
Williams (Town Clerk’s Office), Sergeant-Major Medcalfe, Messrs. Gough, Roberts 
(Dogpole), H. Pescal, Ellis, J. Breeze, H. Smith, D, Jones, Hillian, J. Pritchard, G. 
Sayce, A. J. Brookes, &c. The chairman proposed, and Mr. J. H. Norris seconded, a 
resolution of condolence with the relative of their late secretary, Mr. Morgan, in 
their great loss. Both gentlemen spoke of Mr. Morgan in the highest terms, The 
resolution was unanimously carried. Mr. Hillian moved the adoption of the balance- 
sheet, which showed that the receipts were £10 6s., and the expenditure £10 5s. 4d., 
the balance in hand being £5 123. 3d., which included the balance of last year. The 
report was adopted. Mr. Hawley Edwards proposed that Mr. J. Williams be elected 
secretary to succeed the late Mr. Morgan, and in doing so he mentioned Mr. 
Williams’s name without the slightest misgiving, for he felt sure that if he was 
appointed their secretary he would perform his duties in the most satisfactory 
manner, The dutiesof the secretary were no doubt very difficult, but they had the 
satisfaction of knowing that Mr. Williams was an enthusiastic fisherman, constantly 
attended the meetings of the society, and was thoroughly qualified for the duties 
that would devolve upon him, Mr. D. Jones seconded the motion, and it was carried. 
It was agreed that the future meetings of the society be held at Messrs, Jones’s 
Restaurant, 4, Shoplatch. A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the business 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

During the past three weeks we have had some fine shows of fish exhibited. On 
the 21st ult,, Mr. J. Taylor had a splendid tray of roach, three of the largest scaling 
11b. 640z., 1lb. 340z., and 11b. 1$0z.; Mr. T. Keymer also exhibited good roach, largest 
lb. 340z.; Mr. T. Jones had roach and bream ; Mr. O. Lloyd, roach ; and Mr, A. 
McQuin, roach. On the 28th ult.,a roving match for six prizes was fished for at 
Dagenham Lake ; members starting from club-house on Saturday night, nineteen 
members competing with the following result :—Mr. T. Jones, 5lb. 640z., first ; Mr. 
G. Fordham, 5lb. 120z., second ; Mr. W. Hooper, 41b. 60z., third; Mr. F. Machin, 
3lb, 14402. ; fourth ; and Mr, H. Miller, 31b. 7oz., fifth ; the extra prize given for 
the greatest number of fish taken during the day was divided between Messrs. Jones 
and Fordham, with 18 fish each. On the 4th inst., Mr. O. Lloyd had 191b, of roach ; 
Mr. G. Fordham, roach ; Mr. W. Coxhead, roach; Mr. W. Sheard, roach; Mr. R. 
Spenceley, gudgeon; Mr. A. McQuin, roach; and Mr. W, Reckhouse, roach. A prize 
is given for the gross weight of roach during the present month; the prize for 
August being won by Mr, 0. Lloyd.—W. 8. W. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society fished a match at Pulborough on the 4tl® 
inst. for several money prizes and a jubilee tankard, Mr. J. Currans, first prize and 
the tankard, with a nice bream, weight 4lb. 120z.; Mr. W. Tyler, second, with 
bream and a fine perch 1lb, 940z.; Mr. C, Climpson, third, witl bream; Mr. W. 
Freeman, fourth, with dace. The above society had their return visit on the South 
London List on the 30th ult. Although not many visitors, thirteen clubs wers 
represented.—H, TYLER. : 

UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above fished a pegged-down match on Monday last. Ten 
members competed, with the following result :—Mr. W. H. Payne, Ist prize; Mr. 
Kemp, 2nd; Mr. Knight, 3rd; Mr. Beach, 4th; Mr. Bovington, 5th. Brother May 
has again been among theroach. On the 4th he weighed in 91b., several going 11b. ; 
largest fish, 1lb.1loz. He now stands first for the specimen roach. Mr, Bovington 
and Mr. Beach also weighed-in jack and roach.—H. PAYNE, hon. sec. 

. WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

We fished a match on the 4th inst. at Wraysbury, but the takes of fish were small, 
The prizes were taken by Messrs. Russ, Penfold, and Waite, in the order named, Mr, 
W. Isley also having bream, 641b., from Hampton; and J. Everley, bream, 231b, 
from Brentford.—J. Russ, sec. : 

WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The third special outing of the W.U.A.A. took place in the river Avon at Defford 
on Monday last under very unfavourable weather, the wind blowing so hard that it 
was almost impossible to throw a line in the water. Mr. }T. Payne succeeded in 
landing three roach weighing 22o0z.; the heaviest was exactly 120z., with which he 
took the first prize. Mr. T. Williams was second with 100z. The other prizes were 
notawarded. The competition was from 4 p.m, till 6.30 p.m. I wish my friends 
and correspondents to note that I have removed from 94, London-road, to 5, Park- 
terrace, London-road, Worcester.—A. LACROIX, hon. sec. ~ 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The annual grand outing took place on the 8th inst., with the following result :— 
Ist, Mr. Hibble; 2nd, Mr. Sparrow ; 3rd, Mr, Allard; 4th, Mr. Smith; 5th, Mr. 
Hopkins ; 6th, Mr. Bayley ; 7th, Mr. Crisp, sen.; 8th, Mr. Delhaye. Several other 
members had fish. Mr, Gilbert won the honorary members’ prize, Ths next com- 
petition will be a roving one, at Wateringbury, on the 18th inst. All members to 
go by the 7,25 train from London Bridge.—MILLER’s THUMB. 


WREXHAM AND DISTRICT ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION.. 

On Monday the members of this society held their annual fishing niat¢h “at 
Llanymynech, in the river Verniew, which proved to be one of the most successful 
matches the society has held. The weather, with an exceptional shower or two, was 
all that could be desired ; the water was rather low and clear, but seemed to suit 
most of the anglers, the total weight of fish weighed being about 55lb. There are 
not many trout in the immediate neighbourhood of Llanymynech, but Mr. E. B. 
Evans (hon, member) ‘succeeded in killing one 2lb, 20z, in weight, There were 
-several chub caught weighing over a pound, the largest, killed by Mr, John Evans, 
weighing 2b, 30z,_ A few days ago one of the members, Mr. Jas.-Hdwards, killed a 
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roach (1lb, 440z.) at Llangollen, This is the largest specimen we have seen which 
has been caught in the Dee. 
; WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the Istinst, Messrs. Newbury and Sloper weighed-in 16lb, roach and dace ; on the 
4th, the best weights were: Mr. Dartnall, 13lb. 30z. of roach, dace, and bream, and 
Mr. Sloper 91b. 40z. of roach and barbel. The next competition will take place on 
the 11th inst. for three prizes, at Shepperton, up to Chertsey Bridge. The annual 
excursion took place by brake to Ripley on Monday last, and a first-rate dinner at the 
Anchor Hotel was thoroughly enjoyed by all who were present, after which the com- 
pany played a cricket match, and enjoyed various other sports, The weather, which 
in the morning was threatening, turned out everything that could be desired. Too 
aie bree cannot be proffered to Miss Dibble, who so admirably catered for us.— 





SCOTCH NOTES, 


ABERFELDY (Breadalbane Arms),—Messrs. Wells fished Loch-na-craig yesterday, 
and got 114lb. of trout.—Sept. 6. 

Assynt Locus, Locutnver.—The best of men do err, and our apparent neglect 
to report the takes for last week is easily accounted for, as the seribes were enter- 
tained—but, alas! unexpectedly detained—to a prolonged treat off Stour Head, and, 
therefore, not ashore in time to overtake H.M.’s mails, The catches for the past 
two weeks are as follows:—Aug. 20, Mr. Drummond, on Upper Inver, one salmon, 
14}]b. ; 22nd, Mr. Adam, Loch Fewn, eleven trout, 5lb., ana one trout, 2$lb. ; 24th, 
Mr. Adam, thirty-five trout, 13lb.; Mr. Lloyd Roberts, thirty-three trout, 111b. ; 
Mr. Noyes, Loch Rae, four sea-trout, 4lb. 25th, Mr. Lloyd Roberts, Manse Loch, 
eight sea-trout, 10}lb. 26th, Mr. Gustard and friends, Loch Fewn, seventy trout, 
261b. Sea-fishing: Mr, Maitland, 2071b. coalfish and cod; Mr. C. W. Wilson and 
friend, 84lb, codfish, &c. Manse Loch, Mr. Drummond, three sea-trout, db. ; Upper 
Inver, Sir A. Palmer, one salmon, 101b.; Upper Kirkaig, Mr. Almond, one salmon, 
6lb.; one grilse, 41b. Aug. 27th, Loch Fewn, Mr. C, W. Wilson and friend, forty trout, 
12lb. ; Mr.. Brae, fifteen trout, 5lb.; yacht Vatacwnna, 2}ewt., and during the week 
several excellent takes between Soya and Isle of Cleat ; Lower Kirkaig, Mr. Noyes, 
one salmon, 21lb.; Loch Fewn, Mr. Roberts, twenty-four trout, 101b. ; Loch Fewn, 
Mr. Haynes, twenty-six trout, 8lb.; Manse Loch, Mr, Mackay, Veyatie stream, 
thirty-nine trout, 14lb, 29th, Mr. Roberts, Manse Loch, one sea-trout, 13lb. 30th, 
sea-fishing, Messrs. Robertson, Burd, and Mackay, forty cod, 678lb. 31st, Loch 
Fewn, Mr. Haynes, fourteen trout, 51b.; Mr. Lloyd Roberts, ten trout, 6lb, Sea- 
fishing : Mr. Maitland, Dundee, one skate measuring 6ft. Sin. by 5ft. lin., and weigh- 
ing 256lb., and a total for day’s catch of 5801b. Sept. Ist, Manse Loch, Mr. Roberts, 
sixteen brown trout, 41b., and three sea-trout, 41b. 2nd, Loch Fewn, Mr. Mason, 

sixteen trout, 6lb. 3rd, on sea, Mr. Mason, 585lb. coalfish, cod, and lythe ; Loch 
Veyatie, Messrs, Mackay and Burd, seventy-eight trout, 35]h. ; Loch Puix, Mr. Lloyd 
Roberts, twenty trout, 5lb., and one sea-trout, 14lb.—A NORTHERN PISCATOR, 
Sept. 3rd. 

DEE AND Don.—There has been a very heavy fall of rain, and these rivers are in 
good volume. The fish are coming in Al from the sea, All Sunday they rushed 
up in great numbers, and on Monday and Tuesday at the garths and fords many very 
heavy fish could be seen splattering across. In reaches of the Dee between Ban- 
chory and Heathcote angling ought to be first-rate to-day (Wednesday) and Thurs- 
day. Ground still dry ; we want a big fall of rain to soak it. The water for three 
days on end haying been big enough, the fish got away nicely. Excepting yesterday, 
the three days’ water was but a summer one, consequently the fish pushed well up. 
Only two fish (till to-day) have been got this week on the lower waters of the Dee ; 
but now that the season is gettingaon apace, and the weather becoming colder, 
salmon will be resting well in the pools a few miles from the sea. Big fish are 
plentiful. I saw two very large ones leap while running up the New Cut in the 
Heathcote water yesterday. This fishery is meantime in capital ply for white trout- 
fishing, and these fish are very plentiful ; from now until middle of October is the 
best time for them. October is the best time for salmon, the fishing then being 
really good. The fishery is free to visitors at the Hydropathic. The weather is still 
soft, and we have appearances of more rain.—J. R., Sept. 7. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE AND GALLOWAY.—The long-expected floods have come. On 
Monday and Tuesday the rivers flowed from bank to bank, Worm-fishers were out 
in force, and excellent catches were made. Tuesday was a memorable day in Lower 
Annan. Mr. Boyd had a basket of 45 herling, including three sea-trout, and Mr. G. 
T, Tweedie had 41 herling, with three sea-trout. Mr, T. Gibson caught 173lb. of 
herling and trout, and a number of yellow trout. Messrs. Dixon, Bonner, and 
Graham had each from 20 to 35 herling. In the mid-reaches of the river there has 
been some grand sport, especially at Brydekirk and Hoddom, As I write, the waters 
are in first-class order for fly-fishing. The Nith, however, is a trifle muddy, water 
coming down from the hills in great volumes ; but it willsoon settle. The Fleet 
in Kirkcudbrightshire is in splendid condition. The Rev. Mr. Owensmith and Mr. 
R. V. Chambers, who are staying at the Murray Arms, caught two beautiful salmon 
the other day,and have been rewarded with nice baskets of trout. Everythingiis 
highly favourable for good sport. In Mid-Nithsdale sea-trout abound in large 
numbers. The Scaur and Cample have been well fished this week, and have pro- 
vided trout in great numbers. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The long looked-for floods are here at last. A general 
rising of both the Esk and Liddle and their tributaries commenced on the 4th inst., 
culminating in a capita], steady, old-fashioned, cleaning-out, red flood on Tuesday. 
Fora long time back too much food has existed at the bottom of the river ; but all 
this has been cleared away, and a marked improvement in the takes is the satisfac- 
tory result. The whiting season is still at its height, and shoals of them continuein 
the lower waters. Mr. John Ashcroft, of Loaning Head, killed in one day 123 
whiting and sea-trout, weighing 4431b. ; Mr. Yates, Todhill Wood, landed a salmon 
of 94lb, and a quantity of whiting ; Mr, Wm. Armstrong, Rowanburn, had a basket 
of forty-two whiting, three sea-trout, and a salmon of 1331b. } Messrs. Richard Cal- 
vert, D. Edgar, Geo. Goodfellow, Tom Graham, Andrew Porteous, and others, of 
Rowanburn, have all made good takes ; while Messrs. J. H, Park (March Bank), 
Jas, Graham (Holmfoot), and Jas. Hogg (Slack), have had capital baskets of sea- 
troutand whiting, In the Langholm water, Mr. W. Clark caught five sea-trout on 
Monday morning, and others successful were Messrs. J. Turnbull and M. Borthwick. 
Sport has been good in the Longtown waters, and from all parts reports of a similar 
nature may be looked for. Excellent catches of yellow trout are being had in the 
tributaries of the Esk above Langholm. In Ewes, Mr. James Stewart had a good 
basket, and Mr, Joe Anderson was very successful in the Meggat water. On Satur- 
day last, Messrs. Green and Sunderland took eight dozen yellow trout, and on 
Monday these gentlemen, with Mr. T. W. Grieve, Langholm, landed eighteen dozen, 
all from the Meggat and its tributary streams. Things are looking up in 
the Liddle, and such pools as Cow Ugly, the Loup, the Inch Pool, and the Black 
Kist are affording good fishing. Mr, Jas. Graham, Kelso, had, a few days ago, two 
salmon, 6lb. and 151b., one grilse, five sea trout, and twelve whiting ; Mr, Jas. Gra- 
ham, Holmfoot, on Monday, had a good basket of sea-trout and whiting, and a fine 
salmon ; Messrs, Jas. Hogg, A. Porteous, and others have also been very successful 
in the Liddle, which, by the way, has not been very much fished of late. Both in 
the Esk and Liddle salmon are rapidly on the increase. In one pool alone in the 
Esk a practised angler counted twenty-one fine specimens. The welcome rise of the 
river has enabled them to depart from the Solway, where large quantities have been 
got lately in the stake nets. Last week a splendid fish, measuring 38in. in length, 
24in. in girth, and weighing close on 40lb., was taken in the poke nets on the 
Annan sandrigg. Night fishing, I hope, will now be discontinued, — GLOBE 
TROTTER, 

LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel),—Sept. 1st, Mr. Turner, Garbet- 
Beg, 4 sea-trout, 3lb.; Mr. Taylor, Loch No, 3, 72 brown trout, 221b. Sept. 2, Mr. 





Taylor and Mr. Turner, Loch No, 3, 14 brown trout, 7}1b., and at Garbet-Beg 5 sea. | 








trout, 34lb.; the Hon. Mr, Mansfield, Loch Skeir-a-Cha, 15 sea-trout, 6}1b. Sept. 3, 


Mr. Turner, Garbet-Beg, 5 sea-trout, 4lb. Sept, 5, Mr. Thomas Codling, Loch 
Inchard, 25 cod, heaviest 201b. ; Col. Daws and Mr, Weeden Daws, Loch-na-Caillach, 
11 sea-trout, 84lb. Sept. 5, Messrs. Turner and Taylor, Garbet-Beg, 11 sea-trout, 
9lb.; Mr. Hind, Loch Skeir-a-Cha, 24 sea-trout, 111b.—W™m. WALLACE. 

Loca MAREE Horen.—The following are the particulars of sport obtained during 
the past week :—Aug. 2¥nd, Mr, Penman, three sea-trout, 22lb. ; Messrs. Harter and 
Rhoades, seven sea-trout, 441b. ; Capt. Sparks, six sea-trout, 541b. ; Messrs. Trollope 
and Roberts, ten trout, 84lb. Aug. 23rd, Mr. Roberts, six trout, 41b. ; Capt. Sparks, 
four trout, 51b. ; Messrs, Rhoades and Harter, twelve trout, 10jlb. Aug, 24th, Mr. 
Carpenter, six sea-trout, 741b,—one sea-trout weighing 4lb.; Mr, Rhoades, nine sea- 
trout, 73lb,; Captain Sparks, ten trout, 74lb.; Mr. Maberly, six sea-trout, 541b. 
Aug. 25th, Mr. Roberts, six sea-trout, 7lb.; Mr. Carpenter, four trout, 3$lb.; Mr. 
Rhoades, four trout, 23lb.; Capt. Sparks, four trout, 2}lb. Aug. 26th, Mr. Ballard, 
six sea-trout, 4lb.; Capt. Sparks, four sea-trout, 34Ib. ; Mr. Carpenter, three sea- 
trout, 6lb.—one weighing 4$lb. ; Mr, Maberly, five sea-trout, 4}1b. ; Mr. Roberts, three 
sea-trout, 431b,—T, S. MCALLISTER. 

LocH STENNESS, ORKNEY.—The trout-fishing on this loch still continues to be 
very fayourable, and for the past week shows a good record. The prospect for the 
present month is very encouraging, as there are large numbers of fine sea-trout all 
over the loch. On Tuesday, Mr. Daubney, London, fourteen trout, 141lb. On 
Wednesday, Messrs, Tatham, eight trout, 121b., largest trout 41b. On Thursday, Mr. 
Daubney, seventeen trout, 12lb. ; and Mr. Jodes, 141b , two of the latter weighing 
6lb. On Friday, Mr. Jodes, six trout, 8lb, On Monday, Mr, Spence, Stenness, six 
trout, 6lb.. largest scaling 3$1b,—Sept. 6. 

Locu RANNooH (Dunalastair Hotel).—On Monday, the 5th inst., Mr, T. J. Gordon, 
W.S., Edinburgh, from the Dunalastair Hotel, captured a Salmo ferox weighing 18lb. 
The fish was a very fine specimen, 3ft.inlength. Its capture was most exciting. A 
strong gaff was used ; but the weight snapped the steel in two, leaving the point of 
the gaff in the fish, which bled profusely. A net was then tried, but it proved too 
small, and the fish again escaped ; at last, thoroughly exhausted, it was once more 
brought to the boat’s side, and very cleverly landed by James McIntyre, the boat- 
man, Also Messrs. Hooper fished the river, and had 1}doz. trout, andthe Rev. Mr. 
Somerset ldoz. trout. 

MeELvICH AND RAY, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—Parties out from the above hotels 
had the following takes :—Aug. 11th, Mr. Elles, Loch-na-Shealgh, 4 trout, 441b. ; 
Mr, Williams, Loch Acron, 72 trout, 26lb. Aug. 12th, Mr. Ellis, same loch, 13 
trout, 101b.; Mr, Williams, Loch-na-Brisk, 36 trout, 1llb. Aug, 13th, Mr, Ellis, 
Loch-na-Currach, 17 trout, 12lb,. Aug. 15th, Mr, Ellis, Loch Acron, 14 trout, 
8lb.; Mr. Duncan, Loch-na-Shealgh, 18 trout, 111b. Aug. 12th, Mr. Ellis, same 
loch, 12 trout, 10lb. On the 17th and 18th, same loch, Mr, Ellis had 24 trout, 
11lb., and 17 trout, 101b, Aug. 30th, Messrs. Holmes, 15 trout, 94lb.; Mr. W. F. 
Short, 20 trout, 10lb. Aug. 31st, Messrs. Tillard and Wilson, 37 trout, 161b. 
Sept. 4th, Mr. Tillard, 4 trout, 41b., heaviest trout 211b.; Mr. Fairbanks Reves, 
Halladale, 2 grilse, 4lb. and 5lb. Other gentlemen had as many as 30 tythes, 
average weight, 8lb,—A. MORRISON. 

PAss oF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel),—As was confidently expected, 
fine takes of sea-trout were got on Cuilfail waters last week after the rain, many of 
the fish brought to bank being over 2b, in weight, and in splendid condition. Loch- 
trout angling was also very successful, the total catch for the week being 756,— 
JOHN MCFADYEN. AR 

Spry,—The river Spey and its tributaries have risen a good deal since my last 

report, and the prospects are equally bright. During the whole season the river 
has not been in such good angling trim as it is at present. The want of enthusiasm 
in angling matters has again revived, and the banks of the river are now studded 
with anglers, some of whom have had excellent sport. Captain McGowan and Mr. 
Wilson, London, have been doing good work in the vicinity of Aberlour, I am just 
informed that the Hon. Justice Smith and Mr. Wharton, M.P., have been doing well 
by using the minnow asa lure. So far as I am aware, minnow-fishing of late years 
has fallen considerably off. I have no doubt but that a good deal of interest will be 
shown in that lure as the reports of these gentlemen get abroad. During the 
summer it was several times resorted to during all-night angling ; but as it did not 
prove very successful it was abandoned. To any who desire a good month’s angling 
I can honestly recommend the Spey and its tributaries, as these are swarming..with 
fish, The finnock are making their appearance again. These fish give the best 
sport, but are the most “kittle cattle” in the river to get safely landed.—ANGLER, 
Sept. 7. 
ae TIDAL, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms Fishery),—Un- 
fortunately for the angler, several thunderstorms broke over this district during the 
past week,” but for which there was every indication of good sport being obtained. 
Some capital trout were killed on Saturday, notwithstanding that the river was, in 
consequence of the heavy rainfall during the previous night, very much discoloured. 
All obstacles (nets, &c.) being now cleared off the water, anglers may anticipate with 
confidence good sport. The Devonshire still holds its own as the favourite 
pait. The gentlemen fishing from the hotel last week were Mr. and Mrs. 
Davison, of Wellwood; Provost Thomson, of Aberdeen, Colonel Hunter 
Tillery, Messrs. John McKay, John Stephen, J. L. Reid, and John Thomson, Aber- 
deen ; John McCharty, Liverpool ; Fred Thomson,'London ; Professor Chiene, Messrs. 
Geo. Todd Chiene, aud Geo. Chiene, Edinburgh. Y THAN, Sept. 5. 
YTHAN AND UGIE—Both rivers now in grand ply. Fish have ascended in good 
numbers, Ythan has done more in salmon than Ugie; but Ugie more in big sea- 
trout than Ythan. Drops of rain’ pretty often; and there will be a very good 
season for anglers. What fish we have seen taken have been fresh run. For salmon, 
grilse, and sea-trout—fly, worm, and minnow are all useful,—RAVENSCRAIG, 
Sept. 7. 
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IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LouaH Mxrtvrn.—No change in the weather since my last report, 
and rain continues to fall almost intessantly. All the rivers in this district are in 
flood, and very dirty, so that but little fishing is being done. But one salmon-angler 
was out on the Erne last week. This gentleman got eleven salmon in the week, 
seven of which he killed on Monday. ‘Lrout-fishing on Lough Melvin last week was 








“very good, and some fine baskets were taken.—M. RoGAN, JUN., Ballyshannon, Co, 


Donegal, Sept. 7. 

MovuRNE, STRULE, GRENELLY, AND DERG RIVERS, Co. TyRONE.—The first great 
flood of the year is now tearing away to the sea, carrying with it the accumulation 
of dirt and rubbish of the last eight months, The nets are off for the season, so 
that so soon as the waters subside and become clear the list of captures should be 
the best on record. Will some one answer my question of last week, ve cross lines, 
and tell me whether conservators have a right to refuse to grant licenses for these 
engines? They say that they must grant them to whosoever applies for one; but 
that the fact of having purchased the license does not confer any right to fish 
“unless otherwise enjoyed.” It is the custom here for some persons, headed by a 
conservator, to net the smaller streams for white trout at the back-end of the 
season, with or without license, just as happens. Having had this brought to his 
notice, the proprietor of these fisheries has promised to prevent such doings for this 
season.—PouR D1xEv, Erc., Sept. 5. . 
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HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Autumnal remedies.—Towards the fall of the year count« 
less causes are at work to lower the tone of the nervous system, which will be followed by ill-health 
unless proper means beemployed to avert that evil. Holloway’s far-famed preparations supply @ fault- 
loss remedy for both internal and external complaints connected with changes of season. All affections 
of the skin, roughness, blotches, pimples, superficial and deeper-seated inflammations, erysipelas, rheu- 
matic pains, and gouty pangs alike succumb to the exalted virtues of Holloway’s Ointment and Pills; 
which will effect a happy revolution in the patient’s condition, though the symptoms of his disorder 
are legion, and have obstinately withstood the best efforts of science to subdue.them.: 
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THE NEW “ACME LINES 


mii@ioxa. ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


eee Gash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 


























Authorities. 
minke Loewe any SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST, 
Toe Gauiciinesay eal Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the Frnup :— 


_ ‘My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“ T have used the ImproveD ‘ AoME’ Lins last season and this, The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD oF An Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885, “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.” —Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr. Cholmondcley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s.3d,and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. . 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing), For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FISHING GAZETTE. 
September, 1886, 











“ My son has had first-rate sport with them,”—W. H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making,” 


Forbin, of ee as Outline when viewed 

seen from ing fro ic ] i 

Pah 6 ™m Tile when cn Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen. Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 
ad 


D. & W..H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and _ over 200 Illustrations—the largest i i itai 
oe teens Linta (to the Trade only) og Apres mt issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. : 7 ‘caanty Sion 6 he ar 
BATON AND DELLER, | Angling Reminiscences, 
FIS HIN Ge AG ee FRANCIS FRANCIS, 


GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. Just Published, 6 5 Git nee 
ust Published, Cr ; th, pri . 6d. Os 
6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E,C, free .by pendine stamps (0 eke 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 
SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON; SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 


ANGLERS; OBSERVE ! ! 188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 
amine B. fl. Bambridge, 


Is the best place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle. 
‘BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, 1s. 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 

MANUFACTURER OF HIGH- 

CLASS 


from 2s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each. BOTTOM and 


SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 

6s.6d, FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 7s. 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and 

tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REELS, Nottingham, from ls ; with adjustable check, 

5s.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINKS, 8 yards, 3d, each ; best,44d. HOOKS, 
best, on gut, from 5d.dozen. FLIES, best Trout, 1s. per dozen. 

For all Parts of the 

World. 

NEW LIST now ready, Six 

Stamps, 150 pages, 100 illustra- 

tions. 














SPECIALITY.—PLAITED SILK LINES (warranted pure) :—Fine, 30yds., 9d.; 40yds.,1s. Medium, 
60yds., 1s,531. Stout, 75yds., 3s. 14d. 
SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 2 and Oct. 18, 1484. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREE. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST "['Hi A the World Produces 
AT 3.5, A POUND. 


ESTABLISHED 1790, 
ESTABLISHED 1790, 












ETON-ON-THAMZS. 


“Tt appears a most carefully 
and ably prepared Catalogue ; in 
: WS fact, the most complete, I fancy, 

AS ever published.” —H, CHOLMONDE- 
LEY-PENNELL, Esq. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANOIS, in “ By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CasSTING. 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from oeinary make, nes 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on the spinner.. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 





Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRID@E, 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C. ; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 7, WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.¢., LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Nn. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


FARLOW’S 


Cast Box. 


“ Safety ” 



















































































































































































Made with a flanged rim to prevent the Casts 
being damaged in closing the lid. 
In two sizes :—43in. wide, fin. deep; or din. wide, 





lin. deep. i ‘ ; \ 
New a 
FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR Improved Girth for 
AND NET. 1887 GRATIS. cern a oennce 





JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 





FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 


“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light, aud has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigue 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which lam now fishing with it. The Keeper said tc-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish to doso. Fishing with it isa 
positive luxury.”—COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN’S “MULTUM in PARYO” FLY RODS. 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
Tho enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day, 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 
in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 
rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make any use of the opinion 1 haye expressed, I shall be 
glad that you should do so. Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


MANCHESTER LINES. 


NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
From EDWARD OTTO PARTRIDGE, Esq. 
“ Llanwareth, Builth , Jan, 16tb, 1872. 
“ast year I had one of your make of Taper 
Salmon Lines, through Mr. Hotchkis, of Llanwisk. 
There may be some prejudice against your new 
make of lines, but cannot imagine why; for asa 
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Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English 
and Indian armies, who, after a season's trial on 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as 
having greater casting power, and more durable. 

Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them 
or four years’ hard work.” 





fisherman of 40 years,I have found nothing to 
compare with them,’’ 

Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—‘ Your 
Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—* I am send- 
ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
retains its former strength.” 

General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :—“ Iam 
highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
speaks well of them.” 

Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“‘ The 
Manchester Lines have three spevial merits—they 
are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
ing the effect of water much longer than other 
lines.” 

N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 





TO ANGLERS 
GENTLES OF GOOD QUALITY. 


Killing Baits for all kind of Fish, price 1s. per pint, on receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of 
C. BRADLEY, 62, Jacob-street, Bradford, Yorkshire. 
ee 


A SPECIALITY. 


A SPECIALITY. 


OXFORD 


SMOKING 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 


MIXTURE. 


1lp., Post free, 1s, 7d, 





JOHN MAYO 


& SON, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ” Putney. 
45 7 Hammersmith, 
50 " Barnes, 

Add 55 : Kew. 
75 " Richmond. 
80 4) Twickenham, 
85 9 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning.’ Afternoon, 

Saturday, September 10 Ae x 6.17 ac nee 6.39 
Sunday, 11 ome Ae 7.4 ae sae 7.32 
Monday, te 12 tee fee 8.4 see one 8.42 
Tuesday, ‘: 13 ose ste 9.27 bee eee 10.11 
Wednesday, + 14 wae ee 10.51 ae wea 11.28 
Thursday, Fs 15 ase ae 12.0 die a6 12,1 

Friday, + 16 dee aes 12,29 Ree Ree 12,54 


ae River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Ketter-lane, London, 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

There has not been sufficient rain to cause a flood; yet not only must the water 
have been considerably improved by the amount fallen, but there has been no diffi- 
culty in getting a good supply of worms for baiting purposes. Whilst upon the 
subject of baiting swims, reference can be made to unprincipled persons dishonestly 
taking advantage of it by watching it being done, and then when the fishermen are 
gone to bed to occupy the swim for a couple of hours. The detection of this un- 
pardonable offence was made in this way, One of the anglers having baited the 
swim overnight was surprised to find the next day that he had no sport. On the 
next occasion he was determined to watch, and at 10.30 he found a punt with two 
anglers in it, both being ordered away. Not only were they acting in an unprin- 
cipled manner, but fishing in a punt at that time of night was illegal. The matter 
was reported to the T.A.P.S., and the result of an inquiry has found out the owner 
of the boat and of the anglers who were then detected in it. There is also another 
instance come under observation, where one of the fishermen’s punts had been used 
without his authority, and the name of the offender is said to be known. Anglers 
must bear in mind the trout-fishing season ends on Sept. 10. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 


Ricumonp.—Job Brain, in five days, 70lb. roach and dace. J. Brain, jun., one 
day, 101b. C. Brown, five days, 70lb, and nine barbel weighing 31lb. F, Brown, 
four days, 801b. ; and H. Howard, four days, 601b. 

TWICKENHAM,—Mr, Nichols and Mr. G. Wright, fishing in Twickenham Deeps, in 
one day, got nine dozen of roach, one of them being of a golden colour, and has been 
sent for preservation. T. Anger, in three and a half days, 62lb. of roach and dace 
S. Cole, four days, 80lb., two barbel, and two bream. George 
Coxen, two days, 314lb, R, Coxen, four days, 521b., two barbel, and one bream. J 
Dibbin, four days, 801b. HE. Finch, four and a half days, 601b., six bream, and one 
barbel. John Frost, two days, 47lb. Pert Hammerton, seven days, 1201b, and two 
bream, R. Moffat, three and a half days, thirty-three dozen. H. Spiers, three and 
a half days, 701b. J. Spong, six days, forty-seven dozen, three bream, one barbel, 
and two jack. F. Wiggins, in two days, 23lb. 

TEDDINGTON.—J. Baldwin, one day, three bream, 1141b,, and three barbel, 9b. ; 
two other days, fifteen dozen. CO. Baldwin two days, twelve dozen, and one barbel. 
W. McBride, in five days, twenty-one and a half dozen, three bream, and two jack ; 
and another day, with Mr. Porter, three dozen roach, eight bream, and one barbel. 
A bank angler has taken a carp of 43lb., and four chub; another, of the Lock, a 
barbel of 7lb. ; and another one, a jack of 41b. 

Kinqston,—John Johnson, jun., has taken ten bream, all good fish, one barbel, 
and some roach and dace. J. Wilkes has been having some very fair sport amongst 
the rouch anddace. HE. Smith has been getting six and seven dozen in the day, and 
during the week four barbel, the largest 42lb., and a few bream, A gentleman 
fishing by himself, in one day, got seven dozen of roach and dace. Two anglers, 
fishing with G, Chamberlain, in one day, five dozen of fine roach. The bank anglers 
have had some little sport amongst the roach, dace, barbel, and bream. : 

SURBITON.—It is reported the bank anglers have been getting as many as eighteen 
dozen of roach and dace in the day, a few bream, and some fine gudgeon, one of the 
latter measuring 8}in. in length and weighing 330z. 

Lone Dirron.—c. Buttery, in four days, twenty-two dozen of roach and dace , 
and eighteen dozen of gudgeon. 

THAMES DITTON.—Mr. Abraham, in one day, six dozen of gudgeon, and a barbel 
of 641b. H. Rogerson, in two days, eighteen dozen of gudgeon, ©. Rawlinson, in 
one day, three dozen of roach and dace. R. Whatford, in one day, with two gentle- 
men, thirteen dozen of roach and dace, of which ten dozen were sizeable, a barbel of 
2lb., and two eels of 11b. each ; and another day, ten dozen, three barbel, the largest 
3lb., and a jack of 6lb, Another angler has taken a jack of 61b. 

East Mou.srey.—John Smith has been getting an average of six dozen of roach 
and dace in the day anda few barbel. Thomas Wheeler has been doing similar 
business, and William Milbourne about the same. 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in four days, nineteen dozen of roach and dace, and 
fourteen barbel. Alfred Stroud, in two days, twelve dozen, six barbel, and a trout 
of 5$lb. John Stroud, in four days, twenty-five dozen of roach, twelve barbel, and a 
trout of 341b. T. Stroud, jun., in three days, fifteen dozen, ten dozen of gudgeon, 
and five barbel, the largest 64lb, Mr. Morgan, with Herbert, during the week, thirty 
dozen of roach and dace, four bream, the largest 4j1b., and two barbel, the largest 
2ilb, Edward Clarke, in two days, ten dozen of roach and dace, and five dozen of 





and one barbel, 
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gudgeon. Mr, Clark and Mr. Dod, fishing with Lock, in one day, caught fourteen 
dozen of roach and dace ; and in three other days, eighteen dozen. 

Wa.ton.—A. Lavey, the Swan Hotel fisherman, in one day, with Mr. Merrick, 
four barbel, three bream, and some good roach and dace; another day, with Mr, 
Read, a good bag of roach and dace; and another day, with Mr. Luker, five bream 
and some roach and dace. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, in one day, three dozen of roach and dace, and 
four dozen of gudgeon ; and W. House, in two days, thirteen dozen of roach and 
dace. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in three days, twenty-five barbel, twelve chub, and 
some roach and dace. 

CHERTSEY.—J, Poulter, one day, six dozen of roach and dace ; another day, eight 
dozen ; another day, four barbel and one chub; and another day, eight barbel and 
one chub, 

PENTON Hoox.—F, Collier, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace. 


«UPPER THAMES. 


The Thames is now, after the recent heavy rains, in grand angling trim, and 
those piscators who come dewn with any liking for roach, perch, chub, or barbel 
will be amply rewarded. At Maidenhead, Hurley, Medmenham, and Henley 
excellent bags of miscellaneous fish have been had, Mr. Street, of Hurley, taking 
the cake with a very pretty lot of perch, a pound and a halfer rewarding his fore- 
finger with a smarting gash, Weather grand; fish well on the feed ; wind, S.W.— 
MARLOW Buzz. 





Thames (Goring). 

Water a little better, but not much. Been out six days. Three best days 20 dozen 
of gudgeon, two dozen of perch, and four jack. Roach not on; water too clear.— 
JOHN Rusu, Sept. 8. 

Thames (Reading). 


Writing from on board the punt,7 p.m. Ithought I must drop you a line for this 
week’s GAZETTE, although I cannot go into details, as time will not admit; but 
suffice to say we really are among them at last. Sport to-day has come upon us in 
a most extraordinary manner, Roach, perch, barbel, &c., are on the feed to any 
extent ; they have been gradually coming on for the last week past, no doubt owing 
to the heavy storms we have had lately. Better account next report ; in haste and 


cold,—_ FRANK GOSDEN, 
Thames (Windsor). ; 

An extremely boisterous week has deterred many anglers from going out, lovers 
of float fishing more especially, as for this class of angling a quiet water is much to 
be preferred. That mysterious fish, the barbel, though never more plentiful than this 
season, still refuses the luscious lures that have been laid before him. One Windsor 
gentleman, from the Windsor Weir, did get six in one day ; but other baskets have 
been very poor, single fish being the rule. Dace are still feeding well, also gudgeon ; 
but to fish for these latter fish in a punt broadside to a rough water is not the driest 
pastime, and I am surprised to find such a bag as twenty dozen, which was the best 
during the week, by Mr. and Mrs. Snow, of The Mitre, Oxford-road. A few jack 
have been taken, but small, three the largest, 33lb., by Mr. W. F. Summers, of 
Windsor, being best catch. A curious instance of fish fouling comes under my 
notice this week. An angler, fishing for roach, fouled a barbel just in the skin of 
the forehead, and, after an exciting bit of sport, landed him, a plump little fish of 
2lb. The Thames trout season, which has now (10th inst.) closed till April 1st, 
1888, has been an extremely poor one as regards captures, and I have only had to 
chronicle 51 fish, total weight, 193lb., giving an average of 3lb. 1030z. ; largest, 
8lb., taken by Mr. Wilson, just above Windsor Bridge.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 
Stormy weather has prevailed during the whole of the week ; but roach and 


bream have fed very well. One gentleman had 26lb.: another, 18lb. Several matches 
have recently been held, with about the usual results, the chief prize-takers getting 
from 31b, to 6lb, of fish. One angler caught eight bream at one outing, of about 
3lb, each. A little has also been done at trout-fishing. Mr, Taff, of Hull, caught 
six brace of nice fish af a reservoir. I, one of my sons, and a friend visited the same 
place two days after,and, though it blew a hurricane, we caught eighteen, weigh- 
ing about a stone. Singular to say, six were Loch Leven trout, six Fontinalis, and 
six hybrids. The latter are most beautiful fish, both to eat and admire. They are 
very free risers, and as gamesome as the pure-bred fish. My son also took, from 
local brooks, one day, five trout; and another, five Fontinalis and three trout ; but 
all of these were very small. THOMAS ForRD. 
The Arun. 

Mr. Webster had some nice bream, running from 11b, to 241b. each; Mr. Aveling, 
the largest fish, 3lb. ; Mr. Malcolm, good roach and bream, the largest, a fine spe- 
cimen of 4lb. Mr. Malcolm is well satisfied with his sport this season, his takes 
averaging over 101b. each day, nota single blank. I provided a dinner for the 
Hearts of Oak Society. Mr. Jupp has taken a roach 1}lb., and a bream 23lb., at 
Crabtree Hole, South Stoke.—Hrnry RATLEY. 

Berwick-on-T weed. 

There is now a spate on the Tweed, which has had the effect of greatly improving 
the catches of the salmon net-fishers; one or two stations have been set on that 
have not been worked previously this season. At the Yarrow station, in the two 
tides, they caught twenty salmon and thirty-five grilse, besides trout. As these 
fifty-five fish would be worth well on to £1 each, that would make up for many bad 
hauls—plentiful enough this season. The spate is not a big one, and will speedily 
run out in all probability, so anglers must be on the alert to make use of their rare 
opportunity. There is a north-east wind and a heavy sea; this, together with the 
flood, are highly conducive to a heavy run of fish. The coast stations are unable to 
work, but those at the moth of the river are doing well. During the low, and conse- 
quently polluted, condition of the river, as is usual, the trout ran up much more 
freely than the salmon and grilse ; it is evident that the former are less susceptible 
to the effects of polluted water than the latter—this circumstance has been ob- 
served for many years. A sea-fisherman sent in an application to the Tweed Com- 
missioners at their annual meeting on the 5th inst. for a license for the use of a 
hang-net for sea-fishing, with what result I do not yet know. As the granting of 
such drift-net licenses was recommended by the Commissioners appointed to inquire 
into the operation of the Tweed Acts, 1874 (Messrs. Spencer Walpole and Archibald 
Young), it would rather puzzle the Tweed Commissioners to answer it.—J, J. H. 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 


Relief has at last arrived; the heavy rain of the past few days has benefitted 
angling to a very great extent. Yesterday we had asplendid flood, clearing the river 
of all the accumulated green weed, &c., and appetising the trout for the seasonable 
Partridge, Cinnamon, Grouse and Peacock, and Hardy’s Favourite, or Prince Charlie, 
with the Furnace Palmer and Iron Dun. We trust that some of the patriarchs that 
have been seen through the summer may partake of the sumptuous repasts so care- 
fully prepared for them and their lesser brethren, Heavy baskets were yesterday 
taken by locals further up stream with the unctuous worm in muddy water. We 
trust that the proprietors of the upper waters will stop this unsportsmanlike prac- 
tice. Sea-trout are running in fair numbers, and no doubt on Saturday, when the 
passes are open, the immense numbers that have been seen below Warkworth 
will follow in the wake of their forerunners to the upper waters, where they will be 
hospitably treated to the Butcher, Leighton’s Favourite, and many other specially- 
prepared lures, Now is the time for the angler to wend his way to this favourite 
river, which has never been this season in better condition, and we believe there is 
every prospect of good sport in these waters ‘Then let’s meet here, for here are 
fresh sheets that smell of lavender, and I am sure we cannot expect better meat or 
better usage in any way.”"—HARDY BROTHERS, 





_.. Dove and its Tributaries. _ 

The streams of the Midlands have been in capital condition for the fly, and occa- 
sionally for the minnow during the past eight or more days. Six “and a half: brace 
fell to one rod below Hanging Bridge on Wednesday. Four and a half brace the 
Rey. Barrington 8S. V. Mills bagged, all with the Coachman except one fish, which 
fell to another fly. On Monday last—also on Saturday—a fair dish of fish from the 
same length—viz., up by Load Mill, near Alstonfield. Mr. C. Bell took several nice 
lots of fish from the Dovedale length with the fly. Some good sized trout have 
also been taken with the minnow, the Universal Killer having been a conspicuous 
deadly, The Little Pale Blue and the Coachman have been found the best killing 
flies. Weather continues dull, with a shower in the course of almost every other 
hour. The Dove and the brooks have been a little coloured; they have been raised 
the best part of a foot all the week. It has now (Thursday) fined down a little,— 
Foster Bros., Ashbourne. 


Derwent (Ambergate). 


The Derwent is now at its usual summer height and slightly coloured, and is in 
perfect order for either fly or bottom-fishing, There has been much fishing done 
on this length during the week, with various results. Eels have been running fairly 
well, and some fine specimens have been taken with worm-fishing, Grayling have 
risen freely the last few days, and bags up to eight brace. have been made by the 
best local hands. The Throstle Dun, “as per description in last report,” has been 
far the best killer ; the Whirling Dun and Smock fly have also done fairly well, 
The weather appears to be again settled, and grayling-fishing should be good on the 
Whatstandwell and Cromford lengths during next week with the above flies,— 


AMBER Dov, Sept. 8th, 
Eden (Carlisle). 


The heavy rains of the last ten days have made a great change in anglers’ sport 
and prospects. Not only is there plenty of water in all the rivers, but the summer’s 
growth of green slime and filth has been cleared off the bottom, and for the first 
time for months the Eden below Carlisle isfree from the creosote pollution caused 
by the bursting of the tank in the L. and N.W. yard. Last Saturday sport in the 
Eden was disappointing ; but in the lower reaches of the Esk good baskets were 
made. Mr. Jonathan Bech had a creel full,and so had Mr. Thomson, of Penrith, 
Mr. L, Malton killed two grilse and a dish of herlings; and Mr, E. H. Budd, Mr. 
Wilkie, and Mr. Slater’s son each had a grilse and some herlings. On Monday, Mr. 
Slater landed a fine 18-pounder, and was five minutes in another about the same 
weight. On Tuesday the Eden was in high flood, and very dirty. Not much was 
done, On Wednesday the river was in fine order for worm-fishing, and a lot of 
sea-trout and herlings were killed. Several Carlisle anglers had from 15lb. to 201b. 
Sam the Poet made three trips to the Coops stream, and each time brought home a 
nice lot. Mr. W. G. Stubbs, in two days’ fishing in the Esk, killed three grilse and 
a number of herlings. Salmon are believed to be making up the Eden in large 
numbers, which promises well for the autumn fishing,—SILVER-GREY, Sept. 8. 


Esk (Whitby). 


At last rain has fallen in copious and continuous showers, gladdening the hearts 
of allanglers. At the time of writing we have had several hours of heavy rain, and 
there is every probability of its continuing for at least a few hours longer. Already 
the river has benefited from the downfall, and our local anglers will soon be at their 
favourite pursuit on the banks of the Esk.—J. J. J. sea: 

: Esk (Cumberland).- 

Night fishing for whiting, especially in the Canonbie waters, have been excellent 
baskets of twenty or thirty at a fishing having been common. Salmon are also 
plentiful, and with the rains of the present week and the swoollen state of the river 
excellent sport is anticipated. 

Idle (Notts). 


The heavy rain of the past few days has done much to clear out the weeds and 
filth from this river. Weed-cutting closed last week, and now that the colour of the 
water has been improved by rain, prospects of angling are much improved ; but the 
sportitself has been as yet interfered with by electricity. Some good baskets, how- 
ever, have been made below Retford Bridge and at Bollam, chiefly of roach and 
dace. Several good specimens of pike have been taken about Mattersey. Now that 
the pike have been sought for and found in good condition, we shall hear more of 
them, for this and next month are considered the best for this fish here, and there 
are usually some very good ones in the lower waters. Above Retford there has not 
been much done, Grayling have been better on the feed, and some fair weights are 
reported. Clumber Lake, in this locality, isa fine pike water, and in view of the 
Duke of Newcastle’s visit this week, the weeds have been cut there. His Grace is 
passionately fond of pike-fishing here, and has in past seasons taken them up to 241b, 
each. I anticipate hearing of some good things in a few days,—L., Sept. 8. 

. Ilfracombe. 

During the week there has been very little boat-fishing. Nevertheless, some 
gentlemen fishing with rod and line from various points have taken a few whiting 
pout ; but, on the whole, it is very slack, the cause being the dreadful weather we 
have had, There are plenty of fish about the coast, and should the weather remain 
as at present, there is every prospect of good fishing. Weather now fine, with light 
N.N.E. winds,—E,. Comer, Sept. 8th. waka 

Lake District. yagi ba’ 

Thursday night : We have had abundant rain during the past 10 days, and all 
the rivers and lakes of the district are now back to their normal condition. The 
water is a nice colour, and good fly-fishing prevails. Sea-fish, as expected, are now 
running in great quantities, and good takes with both nets and rod and line have 
been general. At Low Levens, Mr. Cottam had 12, 9, and 11 salmon upon three occa- 
sions. At the Waiste anglers have been successful, Messrs. R. Garnett having had 
nine morts or sprods, J. Whitehead seven and eight, Bannerman 13, Bleaze 10, 9,and 5, 
Beadle 10, 7, and 9, and Curwen 10 fish. All along the lower reaches of the Kent 
salmon are leaping at the weirs, and so far as yet there would seem to be not the 
slightest disease. In the Mint, Mr. R. Park has had 10, 8, and 14 trout, and 6, 9, 
and 14 in the Sprint. In the Kent (upper reaches), Mr. H. Mann has taken 10, 7, 
and 12 nice trout, and Mr. J. Whitehead seven. Some good fish have also been had 
at Hawes Bridge ; the higher-up pollution has destroyed the fish EPH EMERZ, 

marist Leicester, 

Angling in Leicestershire has been very quiet. This may be attributed to the 
heavy storms, from which there was hardly any cessation until Wednesday. In the 
home waters anglers have devoted their attention between the canal and the brook 
at Aylestone, where the principal of the fishing has been done. Roach and perch 
were shown the most attention. Among those rodsters who secured good baskets 
were Messrs. Rylott, Hobbs, Ryde, and Watson. The recent long spell of rain has 
had a very good effect upon the waters close to the town of Leicester. Perch seem 
to appreciate the rise, as they have been taking the May grub with avidity, and 
splendid baskets of this sporting fish can be relied upon at any time. The weeds are 
beginning to get down, and pike fishermen will soon be busily engaged in spinning 
and trolling in the river Soar and canal, as there are plenty of pike in these waters, 
and doubtless we shall soon hear of some good sport, On Thursday the weather was 
fine throughout the day, Waters in excellent condition ALERT, 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good order now, and there have been some-nice roach taken on 
Tuesday with paste, and two nice jack taken withdace. The roach are coming on 
now. Wind N.W.—WM. CowELL, Sept. 8. piel Gi ee prams 


Lea_ (Tottenham). a “ee Sd 
On Saturday morning Messrs. Bensley and Chasney captured some good dace, 
returning to the river all those they deemed too large for jack-fishing. On the after- 
noon of the same day they, together with Mr. Passmore, set to work fishing for jack 
(glad to say with snap tackle), and between the trio they captured seven. Six of 
them, however, not being up to their standard, were returned to the tiver, with the 
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hope they may escape the snares of the pot-hunters, An eel, weighing over 2lb, and 
measuring 33in. in length (a very Saul among his brethren), was taken by Mr. 
Wilmot, on Monday evening. Messrs:Oater and De Haas have also been getting 
some good roach and perch. Fly-fishers during this month can get capital sport 
with roach and dace, To-day (Thursday) the lower pool has been literally alive 
with fish. I simply filled my bag, and only regret there were not others there to 
enjoy the sport—HAckLEs RED. 
Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The rainfall of late has proved most beneficial to angling pursuits, as the bed of 
the river has had a good scouring, and the stream is now running with a nice tinge. 
Anglers have taken advantage of these favourable conditions, and, on the whole, 
sport has been prolific. At King’s Mills, Willington, and neighbouring lengths, 
many rodsters have been out, the majority of whom have tried the bottoms. A few 
brace of nice trout were taken on Tuesday by Mr. Smith, of Derby, who also, the 
following day, succeeded in landing several pounds of roach. The canal at Chellaston 
has yielded plenty of sport, several anglers having made good baskets. Below 
Rory faking has been more brisk, and the takes on the whole have been good,— 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Rain has fallen at last, and the above streams are greatly refreshed. Fly fishing 
quiet during the day. The best flies for grayling are the Pale Blue, Sky Blue, and 
Horse Ear, Pinsley is still low ; little Mion done in it,p—GRAYMAN, 

Ole. 

The recent wet and stormy weather has been most unfavourable for Mole fishing, 
and anglers have shown their sense by stopping away until the weather settles down 
again, The few rodsmen who have tried the water the past ten days have not met 
with good sport ; but still, here and there decent shows of bream, jack, and perch 
have been had. I visited the water on Wednesday morning, and [I can truly say 

. that it was getting a beautiful colour for sport, and I had evidence just as I was 
leaving at 10.30, that the big bream were fairly on the feed, Mr. Macdonald, of the 
Anglers’ Pride Club, landing a couple of good fish in next to no time. His total 
catch will doubtless be seen on reference to his club report in this paper.—LoB- 
WORM, 

Ouse (Brandon). - 
.. The above water, with baited swims, affords plenty of sport for all coarse fish 

. (free water) ; but in order to get good sport anglers must apply to Landlord, Ram 
Hotel, Water in good condition —J, O, GEORGE. 


ip Ouse (The Creek, Southery). 


It is no interest to me to give reports week after week ; but a pleasure, through 
your valuable paper, to inform anglers of the best waters for different seasons to 
seoure sport. I will recommend the above splendid fishing station for the next three 

months if the weather is at all favourable, for all coarse fish. On Sept. 7 I paid a 
visit to the above water, and to my great delight dropped upona gentleman per- 
sonally known to the Editor. His remark to me was, respecting angling, that this 
is a splendid place. This gentleman is staying here with a friend two weeks. I 
caught in four hours twenty-eight good roach and one pike, in coarse weather. The 
above place is three miles from Littleport station on the G..R. Application to be 
made at Ship Hotel; the landlord, when once known, is a friend to all anglers ; in 

fact, for comfort and pleasure, as well as fishing, for ladies or gentlemen, it is a 

_ capital spot. The water is free from weeds and in splendid condition ; anglers need 
not leave the hotel. 50. yards for a swim, where there are plenty (baited), and can be 
fished from the bank with 6ft. to 10ft, of water. I can with pleasure state I have 

_ received great thanks from anglers for information as to this water.—J. O, GEORGE. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 
‘Not much to report this week, for sport has been rather slack. Roach have been 
on and off, but not any good takes have been made. Bream are dead off; I cannot 
_ hear of any being taken, although several have been trying hard for them. A few 
small pike have been taken during the stormy weather, A fine chub, going 42lb., 
was taken on the 4th inst. witha small worm, I think pike will soon be on the 
feed, for frosty mornings are set in, which will bring them on. Perch are still on 
the feed. Plenty are seen in many parts of the water.—H. Rout. 
Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water cleared down splendid to-day, Wednesday. Some good fish have been taken 
since last report. On Thursday, Sept. 1, Mr. Lopez, one jack, with worm, weighing 
4}1b. ; on the 4th, Mr, H.-J.-Underwood and Mr, Greenwood, roach and jack, with 
worm; Mr, R. Humphries, Mr. Silversmith, and Mr.-F. Pears, five jack, weighing 
2941b., heaviest 12}1b.; Mr. Edwards and Mr. W. Calbahn, three jack, 12lb.; Mr. 
Stone, roach ; Mr. Horn, roach ; Mr. F, Bollington, roach and jack, On the Sth, 
Mr. A. S. Vorth, 301b. of perch, the largest weighing 15oz, ; and if the weather 
keeps fine, good sport is expected.—G, CHESHER, 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


- Rain has fallen heavily during the past week and brought the river to its proper 
level, and I now hope to hear of some good captures. Before the flush came Mr. 
Harris, of Frankwell, took a good trout of 14lb. round the arches of the Welsh 
Bridge, trolling with the spinning minnow ; and Mr. Richards one of 1}1b, with the 
fly. Iam informed by Mr. Perkins, the well-known angler, that he has made some good 
captures of trout during the past fortnight from the following fords:—Uffington 2, 
Emstrey 2, Atcham 2, and Cronkhill, 3 ; the latter weighing respectively 14, 13, 

‘an lilb.; the greater part of these being taken with a fly manufactured 
by himself—viz., the “Sunshade,” being composed of yellow wings and bright body, 
the remainder being taken with the spinning minnow when the muddy state of the 
water rendered fly-fishing impossible. The same gentleman gives me the following 
interesting statistics of his rod-and-line trout captures for the past five years :— 
1883, 62 ; 1884, 124 ; 1885, 174 ; 1886, 152; and the present season up to date he has 
taken 74. My informant also adds that had it not been for the nets sweeping the 

-Bnglish Bridge ford (near where he resides) he should doubtlessly have obtained 
many more. These statistics show how very beneficial the kind gifts of Col. Mase- 
field and the S.A.S. have been towards re-stocking the river. The netting season 
came to anend last week, and I believe Mr, Hughes, of Princess-street, has made the 
best captures. He has, to my knowledge, taken a large number ‘of pike, which 
somewhat compensates anglers for the loss of the roach, perch, and chub, of which 
fish he has taken an almost incredible number.—PISCATOR. 


oida Taw (North Devon). r 

_ Rivers are rising, this is the first time since January, and in some little streams 
the water was entirely out for three months, consequently trout are annihilated. A 
gentleman who has kept the Taw watched for some time to seo if the salmon could 
‘or did run, told me a few days ago he caught some peel, and I have heard of a few 
others, but they were only taken at the top of tide pit, where the tide left them, 
Should the rain continue, the rod, for the first time (generally), will be taken down 
to fish in September, which is the first and last chance to catch a trout this season. 
I hope next week to speak of salmon catches, as the nets will be taken out of the 
water.—Rusty GAME, Sept. 8. 

Tyne. 

In my last notes I said that the river would be in good fishing order by Saturday, 
but on Friday a heavy flood came in and raised the river over two feet. This was 
too high for Saturday, and most anglers had poor sport, but some knowing customers 
got good takes in quiet corners, One angler got 57 dace in the afternoon at Prudhoe, 
and Mr. R. Spicer was successful in creeling two dozen good dace. Several members 
of the local angling club also had fair takes, The river is now run down a good 
deal, and ig in good condition for all sorts of angling. The salmon have run up in 
large numbers, and may be seen disporting themselves daily, but few have been 
caught, A large number of anglers are out, and next week’s sport ought to contain 
a lengthy list of slain,—Fario, : 
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Teme (Ludlow). 


The water since the recent rain is greatly improved, though it is still very low, 
and the anglers’ cry is still for more rain, The fish are biting freely at the wasp grub 


and maggot, and some good lots have been taken. The Ony, Clun, Corve, and 
Ledwyohe are all in better fishing order. A few fish taken from them,—S, 
LUDLOW. 

Teme (Tenbury) 


The water in this partis running in good fishing condition since the rain. A few 
fish have been taken in the early morning, The best bait for bottom fishing is wasp 


grub or maggot, -WORCESTER, 
Trent (Nottingham). 

The past has been a most boisterous week for anglers in the Nottingham district. 
High winds and heayy showers have prevailed ; but, on Thursday, the river had 
undergone little or no change. Previously a foot rise had been experienced, and 
anglers, availing themselves of the change, succeeded in killing some good baskets 
of roach, dace, and perch with the worm. Singularly enough, scarcely a bream was 
taken. A few barbel have been landed in Flintham Wood with the worm, and the 
anglers would doubtless have fared better had the wind been less turbulent. On 
Thursday—a splendid day—plenty of coarse fish, such as roach, dace, and chub, were 
caught in most of the upper waters with the maggot, and some barbel were brought 
down from King’s Mills. Fly-fishermen have done well on the shallows, and most 
favourable accounts are to hand of the killing powers of Mr. H. Shrubsole’s (Maid- 
stone) new fly, the “ Val Conson.” A large quantity of trout have been poisoned 
with lime in the Dover Beck, a tributary of the Trent, near Oxton,—THE MAN AT 
THE CLUBS. 

Et Tear Trent (Lincolnshire). 

The river is in a filthy state ; heavy with warp. Anglers fight shy of it and go 
elsewhere for sport. Add to this that, under pretence of eel-netting, two netters have 
taken out an immense quantity of bream and other fish from some of our best water. 
I sincerely wish Mr. Berrington would let us have the report of his investigation, 
and let us know the worst, I have got the local riparian owners to act for me, but 
it will need the “Move on!” from the Fishery Department to effectually stop the 
netting. I have official news that only 13 out of the 33 beam nets are on the water 
so far ; the Navigation Act of April has done us this good. The Neptune Angling 
Club from 12 has run up to 102 members in six months. A capital joke came off at 
the annual supper of a neighbouring angling club. Some member proposed the 
“ Health of the Netters.” It was drunk with empty glasses to the tune of the 
“Dead March in Saul.” ‘True spirit of angling there. The Ancholme at Brigg con- 
tinues to yield abundantly. Tons of fish have been taken this year. Four hundred 
Sheffield anglers were there on Monday, and yet the supply was as good on Tuesday. 
One Brigg man has himself caught close upon a ton. Last reckoning he had taken 
18cwt. all but afew pounds. No netting of any kindis allowed, This is the grand 
secret.—RODSTER, Sept. 8. 

Usk (Usk). 


For many weeks the water in this river has been so low that angling was most 
unsuccessful, The nets have, however, been put in requisition, and several hundred 
salmon some weeks have been captured. During the past week a good amount of 
rain has fallen, and the water is now in capital order for angling, and 4 great 
number of fish are stated to be in the river fresh from the tidal portion, and good 
sport may be anticipated. Several nice fish were taken yesterday, and the anglers 
are on the alert to-day.—ARGUS, 

Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

We have had more rain during the last week than there has been during the whole 
of the present season, and the rivers throughout the county have been in full flood. 
The fish have risen freely to the fly, but have come very “short ’’—in fact, on Satur- 
day afternoon, fishing on the Upper Wharfe at Burnsall, I hooked and splashed a 
dozen good fish in succession without getting one of them. I picked up a fairly good 
dish in the long run, so also did Messrs. J. Hart, J. Dewhirst, Jas. Marston, and 
W. H. Tetley; the last named killed his basket with the natural minnow. On 
Monday the river had run in considerably, and was in better order for fly-fishing. 
Mr, J. Dewhirst had a beautiful dish, consisting of twenty-five fish, all taken with 
fly. I killed seventeen trout and grayling, partly with fly and partly with worm, 
swimming it in the streams. Mr, Jas. Marston had six nice grayling with fly on 
Tuesday ; but the river was rather too heavy for fly-fishing during the whole of 
my stay, The most killing flies at present are Smoke Fly, Snipe Bloa, Stone Midge, 
and Bloa. There will be good sport now until the end of September as soon as the 
rivers get down to their proper level.— Francis M. WALBRAN. 

Whitadder (Ellemford). 

At last we havea change. The river rose about four inches on Monday, which 
discoloured the water a little. Mr. Charles Martin and his brother John, from 
London, were out. The latter killed with the Red Palmer fly one of the best dishes 
of trout I have seen for many weeks. They were perfect beauties, and the weight 
was exactly 101b. Mr, Charles Martin aiso killed a fine level lot with the worm. 
Another gentleman killed upwards of four dozen, but they were not weighed. On 
Tuesday we had a perfect hurricane of rain, and on Wednesday the river rose suffi- 
ciently high to sweep away all the accumulations of dirt and to make the fly-fishing 
good until the end of the season. The water is falling quickly, and the river will 
be in capital order for fly-fishiag this afternoon.—R. J, FENTON, Ellem Cottage, 


Duns. 
Witham. 

Things have been rather quieter this week on the Witham, the stormy weather 
having deterred many from going down to the stations below Lincoln, whilst above 
that place the water has scarcely been tempting. On the lower portion the bags 
have been made up chiefly of small roach, and here and there small perch. These 
afford pretty well of amusement, but, as the anglers say, there is nothing at the 
end of it. The big fish, of which there are plenty, are off the feed, and may be for 
a few days longer, owing to the thunder. To-day (Thursday), however, we have had 
a beautifully fine and settled day, so I expect sport will be good next week, A few 
chub have been taken in the Upper Witham, and also some pike, but nothing 
above 4lb. It is expected trolling will be begun in earnest almost directly.—L., 
Sept. 8. 3 

Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

In consequence of the rain we had last week, these rivers have had nice little 
flushes on them, which will doubtless add greatly to sport during next week, as the 
water is now getting a nice colour for the fly. There have been several nice baskets 
of trout killed on the lower lengths of the Derwent, in the vicinity of Matlock, 
bottom fishing, but nothing much doing with the fly. Mr, F. Stevens killed 3} brace 
of trout spinning with the Derby Trout Killer on Saturday last on this water, Both 
the Wye and Chatsworth lengths have yielded poor results this week, in consequence 
of the high winds that have prevailed. Best flies to use are the Ash-Dun, Orange 
Dun,and Honey Dun Bumble. Prospects looking much better for next few days.— 
DOTTEREL, 

Yore. (Hawes). 

Anglers are now having a high old time. The river is in splendid trim, and is 
likely to remain so for some time yet. During the week many nice dishes have been 
taken—notably, those of Messrs. Sproats, R, Hunter, E. Taylor, sen., E. Taylor, jun., 
M. Willan, and others, their catches numbering from fifteen to fifty, and over. A 
farmer and his son have killed over two hundred fish in Mossdale Ghyll, with the 
worm alone. Mr. R. Hunter killed forty-two with minnow in Cotterdale yesterday, 
and Mr. Sproats filled his pannier from the same place, with fly and worm. I do not 
know of any very large fish being taken,—J. Corry. 





PIKE-FISHING NEAR Lonpon.--On the 4th inst, Messrs, R. Humphries and W 
Pearce, fishing at Elstree, caught, spinning with one of Mr. R. Humphries’ lightning 
spinner, in three hours, 361b., one fish going 141b, 120z, The fish were weighed at 
Mr, Hunt’s, The Fisheries Inn, Elstree.—HotsPvr, 
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THE TESTIMONIAL TO MR. R. GHURNEY, 


SECRETARY OF THE ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, THE 
ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, ETC. 


WE hear from Mr. Henry Howse, hon. sec. of the Ghurney Testi- 
monial Fund, that he is sending out a circular and subscription sheet 
to the secretaries of all the London Angling Societies, and begs us to 
say that in case of non-receipt of same by any club, he will be 
obliged if the secretary will write to him at 4, Comberton-road, 
Upper Clapton, EH. 

We do not think London anglers were ever asked to present a 
testimonial] to any angler whe can be said to have so well earned 
such an acknowledgment of services rendered as in the present case. 
The great advantage London anglers possess in the cheap railway 
fares is due chiefly to Mr. Ghurney’s untiring exertions sixteen 
years ago. The Anglers’ Benevolent Society owes its origin in a 
great measure to Mr. Ghurney, and it may truly be said that to Mr. 
Ghurney’s exertions during the last quarter of a century is due the 
fact that the river Lea, for forty miles, is now one of the best stocked 
and preserved free fisheries in the country. 


Mr. Ghurney’s whole time is devoted to the interests of London 
anglers, and when we say that his income from all sources does not 
exceed £80 per annum, it will be admitted that the committee have 
decided wisely in making the testimonial take the shape of a purse 
of money and an illuminated address. We shall shortly publish a 
preliminary list of subscriptions, which may be sent to the Editor of 
this paper, the Treasurer of the fund. 





YORKSHIRE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
IMPORTANT RESOLUTION. 


AN important meeting of members of the Yorkshire Anglers’ 
Association was held at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, last Tuesday night, 
Mr. John Stubbins in the chair. Mr.-T. E. Pritt submitted the 
following resolution :—“ That in the opinion of this representative 
meeting of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association itis desirable that an 
alteration be made in the legal season for trout, so that in all rivers 
north of an imaginary line drawn from the mouth of the Ribble to 
the mouth of the Humber the close season should begin on the 16th 
of October and end on the 15th of March.” Mr. Pritt said if they 
succeeded in the ultimate result they had in view, they hoped in the next session 
of Parliament to effect an alteration in the Act which made it legal to take trout 
as early as the 2nd of February. Meanwhile they would ask the Yorkshire 
Fishery Board to give effect to the resolution by adopting the dates named for 
future close seasons. Anglers throughout the county were unanimous ina 
belief that, except in quite abnormal seasons, trout could not recover condition 
sufficiently after spawning to make them fit either for the angler’s hook or the 
table by the 2nd of February. The main reason for this was the scarcity of food 
at that season of the year, the gathering grounds of the northern rivers being, 
for the most part, rock or bare moorland, with rapid streams falling from high 
and cold levels, combinations which together deprived the figh of anything 
beyond the scant means of existing. Nearly all the local clubs had already 
recognised this, intelligently and practically, by fixing their opening days at 
Easter, or on the Ist of April. So far ashe knew, only one of them fixed a date 
as early even as the Ist of March, and he had it on good authority that in the 
course of thirty years not more than two members had ever appeared on that 
water before Easter. This being the case, it was evident Yorkshire anglers 
were already unanimous in looking on the 2nd of February as 
much too early to begin trout-fishing, and if they were all rod- 
fishers, or all sportsmen, there might be no necessity for wishing to make it 
illegal to kill trout before the 15th March. Unfortunately, they knew that 
fishmongers’ slabs in all the large towns were well and regularly supplied with 
utterly ill-conditioned river trout all through February. These fish, of course, 
were not caught by anglers (because sportsmen do not sell their fish), but by 
netting poachers and local hands in remote or quiet districts, who robbed the 
preserves of the squire or the club for the profit they could make. It was these 
persons they wished to check by making it a punishable offence to have trout in 
possession between the 16th October and the 16th March. The fishmongers 
were not to blame, and of course they would continue to buy and sell trout as 
long as the Act permitted them. Rod-fishers would have an additional fort- 
night’s fishing at the end of the season, when, as all autumn anglers knew, 
trout were often found in excellent condition. Dr. A. W. Mayo Robson 
seconded. 

Letters strongly supporting the resolution were read from Mr. Henry Cad- 
man, Mr. R. M. Pratt (hon. sec. of the Otley Angling Club), Mr. William 
Brackenridge (of the Wintersett Club), and others. Mr. J. W. Addyman 
(Knaresborough) doubted whether the imaginary line from the Ribble to the 
Humber went far enough south; he had a belief that many of the Midland 
clubs would be prepared to support the Yorkshire Association in an endeavour 
to protect the rivers from the poaching which went on in early spring before 
the rod-fisher got at the river. He should certainly support the motion, but 
should like to have seen it embrace a wider area, though if they went to Parlia- 
ment that could be managed hereafter. Mr. Pritt remarked that he should be 
very glad if the South-Country anglers would join them, though both their 
rivers and their climate were different. Professor Ransome and Mr. F. 
Hubbersty were both of opinion that Devonshire anglers and those of the 
south-west generally could scarcely be expected to give up any part of March 
as an angling month. Mr. Edward Middleton agreed, saying that though his 
knowledge of the English rivers of the south was only limited, his experience of 
South-Country Irish rivers was that a trout there in early March was often as 
well fed as a Yorkshire trout in April. The Rev. T. G. Butterworth supported 
the resolution, which, on being put to the meeting, was carried unanimously, as 
was a further motion asking the Yorkshire Fishery Board to alter future close 
times accordingly. The annual dinner of the association is fixed for Tuesday, 


December 6. 
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No Cuanae.—There is no change in the style of fishing-tackle this year, except 
that the jug has more body and not quite 80 much neck.— Detroit Free Press, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, E, PRirt, 


[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 





FISHING AT GARRISON, LOUGH MELVIN, BY BELLEEK, CO. 
FERMANAGH, IRELAND. 


Sir,—I have just returned from my ninth visit to the above lake, and have had 
very fair sport among the trout for the time of the year, Salmon were showing 
their acrobatics, but I was too late for them with the fly. The visitors’ book records 
a large number of salmon being caught from April to end of July this year, notwith- 
standing the 30 days’ drought, which was general in Ireland. Yet the Emerald 
Isle looked green everywhere. 

We had trout of our own catching, and those of other gentlemen staying at the 
hotel, for breakfast each day of the twelve I stayed there, and I returned 
with 20 brace of trout and two ferow. These were carefully cleaned soon after being 
caught and placed in strong salted water. Since my return my family and friends 
declare them very good eating. ; 

I had three gillaroo trout specially preserved for me, which I intended to have 
shown to themembers of the Piscatorial Society, butthey were unfortunately forgotten 
to be placedamong my other fish in my 20in. by 16in, can, and arrived 2 daysafterwards 
per Parcels Post, smashed and spoiled, so my endeavours to please did not meet with 
success, These gillaroo are peculiar to this lake, and are seldom more than 2Ib. in 
weight. Their colours are a rich yellow with iridescent purple and orange spots. 
This fish is most faithfully delineated in colours in the Rey. W. Houghton’stwo fine 
volumes of “ British Fisheries,” copies of which were presented by the Rev. W. 
Houghton, M.A., F.L.S., to Alexander Scott, Garrison, 1879. The specimen from 
which the copy was made was caught by the rev. gentleman himself, 

Trout-fishers can have no idea of the gay colours of these fish, and their fighting 
qualities, for a gillaroo of 21b. is as game as a grilse of 6 or 71b. They are invariably 
caught among the rocks which line the shore, where they feed on the small snails ; 
these latter you can feel in the gizzard grinding one another. The liver and gizzard 
of a fresh-killed gillaroo, if placed ona plate, are very like those of a chicken, They 
are more pink in the flesh and firmer eating than the usual Salmo fario. Asa rule, 
you may catch twenty common and other trout to one gillaroo. There is a species 
of trout all over the lake called a ‘ sunnagan,” fierce, biting fellows at the fly ; they 
run upto 141b, These, in my opinion, and those of others, are the young of the so-called 
black lough trout. They have the same black head and black spots, and, like all 
lake trout—/erox—they will not look at a fly after three years of age. Four tri- 
angles and a lip hook baited with a small trout is the best spinning bait for them. 
These fish have been caught up to 20lb. in weight. My largest was 12lb., but I have 
seen heavier ones taken by more fortunate anglers. Dr, Giinther named the gil- 
laroo “ Salmo stomachius.” I have caught a gillaroo in Lough Conn which was 
over “lb. in weight. It had a similar gizzard, but was a different shape altogether, 
more like a salmon, whereas the Melvin species are shorter and more high-backed 
than the fario of the same weight. The hotel at Garrison, conducted by Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Scott, is, as usual, capital angling quarters. Board and lodging (good), 
£2 weekly, or 7s. 6d. per day ; salmon angling, 18s. weekly, or 3s. 6d. per day ; trout- 
fishing free. The boats are large and rowed by two men in each, who understand 
their business well. The charge for use of boat is one shilling per day, boatmen 
2s. 6d. each, and their lunch and whisky, 2s, 2d., making a total of 8s. 2d., which is 
not much to pay if there are two anglers in the boat. The fishermen boatmen are 
most willing, and how they row that boat all day with their heavy oars is a marvel. 
By leaving Euston at 6.30 p.m. you arrive at Dublin at 6.30 a.m. the following morn- 
ing. A train leaves Amiens-street Station at 9a.m., and reaches Belleek at 3 p.m., 
where a car from Mr. Scott will be in waiting—if written for. There is time then 
to spin near the shores of the lake for ferow, and may bea salmon for a change, with 
an artificial dace. These ferox feed best of an evening. Table d’hote at 7, and with 
a good appetite secured you will enjoy a capital dinner. There are no trains to Bel- 
leek on Sundays, so if the angler leaves London on Saturday evening he had better 
put up at Jury’s Hotel, Sackville-street, and spend the day in Dublin and environs, 
Tram-cars everywhere, and capital jaunting cars,—I am, &c., : 

T. R, SAcus, 





RECIPES FOR CURING PIKE AND PRESERVING BAITS WANTED. 
S1r,—Having been a subscriber to your valuable paper for some time, and seen the 
useful information given to anglers in general, I thought I would ask you if there 
is any way of curing pike and other freshwater fish (like haddocks, &c., are done) so 
that they could be kept for winter consumption in the west of Ireland? Also, if you 
could give any hints as to preserving baits for spinning ? Any information on the 
above subjects would oblige.—I am, &c., W. H.: 


Mr. T. R. Sachs very kindly answers this query as follows.—Ep, :— 


“The salmon and trout preserved for me by Mr. and Mrs. Scott, of Lough Melvin, 
Ireland, were first cleaned, then placed in a brine composed of three-parts salt and 
one of sugar, with a small portion of saltpetre added to keep the flesh red. After 
being in the brine for twenty-four hours, the fish are hung up over the peat fire to 
smoke and dry. When cured this way, they keep some months, and are delicious to 
eat. I have no doubt that pike will eat well cured as above.” 


“ PRESERVING BAITS, 

“Salted Thames dace and gudgeons, uncleaned or gutted, are the best to use, I 
have tried them in spirits of wine ; but they soon become flabby and useless to bait 
hooks with. Before using the salted fish, take out of your jar one or two of same 
and keep in pure water for an hour or two. They will be tough and bright, and 
stay on the flight of hooks. A member of the Piscatorial Society, Mr. Nicholay, 
used to catch salmon at Galway with Thames dace. I have done the same at Lough 
Conn. “T, R. SACHS.” 


YELLOW DYE AND MARTEN’S FUR, 

S1R,—I have received numerous kind replies to my inquiries as to dyeing fur a 
pale yellow, nearly all of which mention the same materials and the like method of 
procedure ; and though I have expressed my thanks to them for the trouble they 
have taken in furnishing me with the information, still I think I ought to mention 
the names of two gentlemen who have each generously supplied me with a little of 
the precious marten’s fur (precious not only on account of its scarcity, but of its 
unequalled usefulness)—viz., Mr. S. Bigg, of 27, Russell-street, Covent-garden, 
fishing-rod manufacturer ; and Mr. S. Howarth, 185, Station-street, Burton-on- 
Trent, fly-tier. The former gentleman subsequently sent me several packets of a 
very intelligent selection of trouting feathers, including some of the grandest old 
English fighting-cock hackles I ever saw. Mr. Bigg has evidently been in that 
happy hunting-ground few of us can ever find. Speaking of the marten’s fur, he 
says its value, or the fur itself, is almost unknown to the majority of anglers, and 
I am rather of his opinion. I was recommended to try a firm of well-known fishing- 
tackle makers as being likely to furnish me with the marten’s yellow fur. In reply, 
they stated they had not the real article, but sent mea piece of dyed fur—a dull 
red brick colour, as near as I can judge—stating that they always used it as a sub- 
stitute. I cannot say whether they made a mistake in not sending the fur they 
intended, or whether they intended it as a joke; butas it accompanied a small 
order, and having in the meantime received the real article from Mr, Bigg, I did 
not inquire, 

Dyed fur-may be a useful substitute, but it cannot compare with the marten’s for 
some particular and leading trout-flies, as the experience of all who are fortunate 
enough to possess it and use will know, 
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I should be glad if I might ve allowed to quote the description of this little 
animal of the genus Mustela from an old encyclopedia (Hall’s), which no doubt 
would interest many of your readers, and lead, perhaps, to a more deserved interest 
in it :— 

“The martes, or martin, is of a blackish-yellow colour,with a pale throat, and the 
toes are not webbed, These animals are found in great numbers in all temperate 
countries, and even in warm regions, as in Madagascar and the Moldivia Islands, 
and are never seen in high latitudes. 

“The martin has a fine countenance, a lively eye, supple limbs, and a flexible body. 
His movements are exceedingly nimble ; he rather bounds and leaps than walks, 
He climbs rough walls with ease and alacrity, enters pigeon or hen-houses, eats the 
eggs, pigeons, fowls, &c., and the female often kills great numbers, and transports 
them to her young. M. Buffon kept one of these animals for a considerable time ; 
he tamed to a certain degree, but never formed any attachment, and continued 
always so wild that it was necessary to chain him. He was then about a year and 
a half old, seemingly the age at which nature assumes her full ascendency. He ate 
everything presented to him, except salad and herbs, was fond of honey, and pre- 
ferred hemp-seed to every other grain. It was said that he drank very often, that 
he sometimes slept two days successively, and at other times would not sleep for two 
or three days; that, before sleeping, he folded himself in a round form, and covered 
his head with his tail, and that, while awake, his motions were violent and per- 
petual. The same author informs us that he has had in his possession several 
martins of an advanced age which had been taken in nets; but they continued to be 
been sd sayage, bit all who attempted to touch them, and would eat nothing but 
raw flesh, 

“Martins, it is said, go with young as long ascats, We meet, therefore, with young 
ones from spring to autumn ; and therefore it is probable they bring forth more 
than once a year. The martin has an agreeable musky odour, which proceeds from 
a matter contained in two vesicles, one on each side of the extremity of the rectum, 
The skin is a valuable fur, and much used for the linings to the gowns of 
magistrates,” 

Mr, Howarth informs me that he bought a skin some eighteen months ago ata 
broker’s shop in his neighbourhood, who had it from a large hall close by. The 
previous owner of the hall had collected a large variety of birds and animals, and at 
his death they were sold by auction. Lucky Mr. Howarth !—I am, &c., 

163, Lord-street, Southport, Aug. 31. J.T, HORSLEY. 


[The imitation marten fur is about as like the real thing as Hock is like old ale. 
We quite agree with Mr. Horsley that real marten fur is invaluable for imitating 
the pale yellow bodies of trout and grayling flies. Has Mr. Horsley tried the canary 
dye recommended by Mr. F’, M. Halford in his “Floating Flies, and How to Dress 
Them”? He can get it of Messrs. Crawshaw, 80, Fann-street, Aldersgate-street, 
London. Mr. Halford gives full directions for using these dyes.—ED. | 





THE ARUN, SUSSEX. 

‘§1x,—This prolific river, situated in the most beautiful part of Sussex, contains 
some of the best coarse fish—viz, large carp, bream, roach, dace, perch, and jack. 
Two carp recently taken at Pulborough weighed respectively 9lb. and 121b. Again, 
roach have frequently been taken 2lb. and over, The fish in this river are wonderfully 
strong, game fish ; there is rare music in a large bream or roach upon a tight line ; 
this is no doubt owing to a strong tide and the water being brackish up to Amberley. 
Could this river only be protected from the great amount of netting that is constantly 
going on, it would without doubt be one of the best for London anglers. Whether 
the men who do this have any legal right, I have great doubts. Certainly, those 
interested ought to see into the matter; but, in spite of all the 
netting, good bags of fish have been had by anglers every week this 
season, If anglers fail it is mostly through their want of knowledge of the river. 
I notice many tish it with a light float, fit only for a pond or the Lea, and, failing to 
get fish, shift about at the very best part of the tide, when they ought to sit close at 
it, then condemn the river for what is their own fault. 

My advise is, Ledger for the fish as light as possible, consistent with the strength 
of the stream, which varies ; use good, bold hooks ; for baits, mussel, worms, white 
paste, gentles ; in very hot weather try bread mixed with bran upon the hook, For 
ground bait, put the bread and bran round the bullet. Don’t throw it in. Fish 
the strongest part of the stream, Avoid eddies, the bottom being usually foul and 
muddy. In August and September good fish may be taken, using creed malt, then 
float-fish with large Thames float, 20 to 30 shots. Those of your readers who have 
not yet tried the Arun I should advise to do so. One great advantage—you can fish 
in comfort, the river and the banks being unsuited for that pest of the Thames— 
ladies and gentlemen towing a boat along, “ doing the horse business,” as we anglers 
put it, A greater nuisance I don’t know of to a bank man,—I am, &c., 

OLD HAND. 





FISHING AT TRING—CURIOUS INCIDENT. 
Srr,—I have recently been spending two or three weeks in the neighbourhood of 
_ Tring Reservoirs, and have fished them almost daily. Have secured splendid takes 
of roach, perch, and tench, with a sprinkling of rudd and jack, Tench have run up 
to 441b., perch and rudd to over 2lb., and amongst eight or ten roach, weighing over 
12lb. each, I was fortunate enough to secure one magnificent fish, weighing, when 
first caught, 2lb. 90z. I took him, as I did the majority of my fish, on tail-end of 
lob, and he is now being set up asa “ Jubilee” specimen. : 

Commencing work on Monday last at 5 a.m., I annexed a brace of tench and some 
perch, and the fish suddenly “ going off” the feed, went over the bank down to 
Plumbridge’s (the Old Queen’s Head), where I was staying, in order to “ come on” 
myself at ham and eggs, &c. Returning in about a quarter of an hour, I noticed 
several of what are here called “ Poacher ” ducks close to the end of my punt, which 
was laying at right angles from the shore. They, of course, immediately dived, and 
at the same moment one of my rods swung round wildly in their direction. I 
caught hold just in time to save it from being pulled into the water, and allowed 
the line torun. Ina few seconds the birds rose and made off, with the exception of 
one, which I could see was securely hooked. I had rare sport with him for about 
15 minutes, and at length got him to the side and safely in the landing-net. 

I then took rod and duck down to Plumbridge, and he, George Wright (who often 
accompanied me when Jimmy Street, the keeper, was otherwise engaged), and self 
tried to extricate the hook ; but could not do so, as it was 5in. or Gin, down the bird’s 
gullet. We, therefore, cut the gut,and Jimmy returning soon afterwards I exhibited 
my capture, and we returned it to the water. After appearing a trifle “rocky ” for 
es the “ Poacher” swam off, and presumably recovered, as we saw nothing more 
of him. ; 

Considering that my bait (lob) was on the bottom in 8 or 10ft. of water when 
taken, I think you will agree with me that the above incident is worthy of publica- 
tion, Thanking you in anticipation for its insertion,—I am, Xc., 

East Hill House, Wimbledon, Sept. 2. WILL. C, CHAPPELL, 





LARGE PERCH—THE EEL QUESTION. 

S1r,—I have noticed queries about the size of perch in the “F, G.” from time to 
time. At Chillington, a few miles from Wolverhampton, the residence of the 
Giffards, is a stuffed perch. It stands in a glass case in the entrance hall, and was 
taken on a trimmer from Chillington Lake, its weight 71b. 40z.—authentic. 

A queer thing occurred to a friend of mine fishing the other day. He caught two 
eels ; one of them on being opened contained young eels, two of them about 2in, in 
length, but unmistakably young eels, What do you make of this ’—I am, pe: 

EO. 

[Internal parasites have often been mistaken for young eels. The question of the 
generation of eels is not yet settled. Our own opinion, based on observation, is that 
some eels breed in fresh water and others in estuaries of rivers,—ED. | 


THE FISHING 





GAZETTE. 


AUTUMN FISHING IN IRELAND. 

S1r,—Kindly give me space for a few sentences in reply to Mr. Gedney. I beg to 
assure him that I wrote from personal knowledge of my subject; some of it was 
acquired some years since. I believe I know many better trout rivers than the 
Bann, and I am slightly concerned that my experience of that fine river does not 
accord with Mr. Gedney’s. His acquaintance with it is, however, more recent than 
mine. May I recall the good character I gave of it and other Antrim rivers—“ Good 
enough to engage the attention of the best anglers”? Of Dungloe, I have in like 
manner to say Mr. G. and I differ—voila towt, I killed many and very large white 
trout when, eight seasons since, I fished there on the recommendation of Mr, Dim- 
sterville, the police-officer in charge of the district ; there was then no inn, or I 
should not have taxed the hospitality of a private gentleman whom [ had not 
before known. 

As to O’Fee’s flies, I have not the advantage of knowing them ; I have heard 
them highly praised, as I have those of other makers whom I don’t know per- 
sonally, I recommended the best makers (I knew) to supply English anglers in the 
country of my birth, where I have assiduously fished for over forty years. If Mr. 
Gedney knows more of it, I hope he will let myself and the other readers of the 
FISHING GAZETTE have the advantage of his knowledge. If his information be valu- 
able, I shall easily forgive him his poor opinion of my advice, for which I have 
already, however, the gratification of many personal acknowledgments,—I am, &c., 

Jed DD: 
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FISHING IN SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Sir,—The reports of fishing in Sutherlandshire that have appeared from time to 
time in the FISHING GAZETTE, and the weekly advertisements of the hotels at 
Tongue and Durness, have probably tempted many anglers to try the Kyles. May 
I ask if any of them can tell_me the meaning of the word “kyle”? Though not a 
common geographical term, it has various significations in different parts of Scotland 
and Ireland—i.e., the Kyles of Tongue and Durness are shallow tidal estuaries with 
narrow channels, with sandy banks at low tide ; Kyle-Rhea, Kyle-Akin, and the 
Kyles of Bute are straits separating the Islands of Skye and Bute from the main- 
land, The highest reach of Dornoch Firth is called the Kyle of Sutherland. The 
Kyle of Laxford and Kylesku are sea lochs, while one of the prettiest valleys in the 
West of Ireland is Kylemore. 

What is the difference between a firth, a sound, anda kyle?—I am, Xc., 

September 7th, IGNORAMUS, 





LARGE PERCH WANTED, 

S1r,—Where can I catch a few good perch to the south of Derby, either from bank 
or boat, pool or river, by permission or payment? Quantity not so much an object 
as a few good fish.—I am, Xc., Et 

[Perhaps some perch angler will answer this query? We fancy the largest perch 
we have seen (fish of 41b. and 5lb.) have come from neighbourhood of Daventry. 
2 ined Arms, Martham, Norfolk, is a good place to stay at for perch-fishing. 
—Ep. 





RANDOM NOTES—THE TRENT. 

Srr,—Anglers contemplating a visit to the above will do well to wait until there 
has been a good flush of water to clear the river, it being almost impossible to use 
the ledger, the flannel weed coming down so thick that time after time they will 
find the bait completely covered, and the rod in danger of being broken, Under 
these circumstances, it will pay them better to float-fish the quiet, sheltered eddies 
near the side for roach and chub with the maggot and wasp grub, to float for barbel 
and dace, or to angle in lazy, gentle currents for flounders and eels. When ledgering 
for the latter do not give too much time, or you will repent it,—I am, &c., 


FISHING NEAR WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Sir,—I shall be much obliged for any information respecting the fishing within 
moderate distance of Wolverhampton. The particulars given in the “ Angler's Diary ” 
are not very extensive.—I am, Xc., VISITOR. 


[“ Visitor” cannot do better than consult Mr. George Shakespeare, Fishing Tackle- 
Maker, Berry-street, Wolverhampton. Day tickets (price 23. 6d.) can be had for 
fishing in the lakes of the public park. The following advertisement from a local 
paper sounds well.—ED. | 


“The Wolverhampton Fishing Club have arranged to run a Fast Brake to their 
extensive fishing at Penkridge, on Saturday, 3rd September, and every Saturday 
till further notice. Fares for the double journey, and right of fishing in six miles 
of water, 2s, Brake will leave Snow-hill at 2 p.m., and Shakespeare’s Fishing Shop 
at 2.5 punctual, and return from Penkridgeat 8 p.m. To prevent disappointment, 
parties are requested to take out their tickets not later than Friday, 2nd.—George 
Shakespeare, agent to the Club.” 





THREE HOURS WITH THE DACE. : 

Str,—This week I took up my little fly-rod, put it into my pocket, and with fly- 
book and reel in pocket the other side I made up my mind for a walk through the 
nurseries and hop gardens upon the Malvern-road, two miles from Worcester. 
When reaching Powick Bridge, I took to the River Teme side, and came 
upon ashoal of dace, The first hour I caught 23 fish from 3oz. to 6o0z., and then sa; 
down to enjoy my pipe and drop of the “cratur.” I then set-to again with the 
same flies, and to my surprise not a fish could I take, though I could see the fish 
following the Red Palmer; I changed to the Red Ant, with light wings, and at it 
they came most freely. I then made them up 6 dozen and four fish from 20z. to 60z, 
each, This morning, the 24th inst., I have weighed-in five chub, weighing 6$lb., 
with the Black and Ked Palmer.—I am, Xc., GRIFFIN, 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

Srr,—This week has been a rough one for the angler—nothing but wind and rain. 
Though we have had some heavy showers, it has had very little effect on the Trent, 
as yesterday it was only a few inches higher; but the cold nights have nearly 
stopped the barbel from biting. I should think this has been one of the most suc- 
cessful seasons for this kind of fish we have had for years. 
have been caught all over the river. ; 

Pike are'taking the spinning bait. Mr, Clarke had five from Wilford Bridge on 
Saturday. Ihave caught halfa dozen. Roach are biting well at creed wheat, and 
good baskets are being made in the Shardlow and Sawley waters. A salmon was 
hooked at the latter place the other day ; but was lost inlanding. I should recom- 
mend salmon-fishermen to try their hand again, as this fish ought to bite now the 
cooler weather has come,—I am, &c., 

Sept. 8th. 


Immense quantities 


A. W. 





A ROD—SUTHERLAND LOCH FLIES. 

Srtr,—In answer to “W. J. C.,” who wishes to know about my “ rig-out for 
Sutherland loch-fishing, I have to state that with the following, which I find the 
best for the purpose, I can cast quite easily in any sort of fishable weather :-— 

A 10ft. rod of the finest greenheart throughout; hand, lin, diameter, tapered to 
iin, at 22in, from the button ; first ferrule, gin. ; second, jin. Answering to this, 
the rod I use is one of Garden’s, Aberdeen. It is of the best material procurable ; 
has a good “bone” in it; not the least whippiness even at the point, and it strikes 
quickly, I have seen as good, but never a better, rod of the same length. The line 
I use is Foster’s No. 3 tapered to No, 0. Weight of rod, reel, and line, 22402. 

I am thoroughly convinced that a one-hand smart-in-the-strike rod is far the best 
for loch trouting. One such as described, and line to match (No. 3 tapered to No, 0, 
Foster’s best), will, I have no doubt, do grand work in the hand of “ W.J. C.,” or of 
any other deft angler. A good rod, for which a good price is given, turns out the 
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cheapest in the end. This I can say from experience, consequently I always stipulate 
for the “ verra best.” 

I cannot say I have done much good in Sutherland, in a general way, with any 
copy of the “natural” except the Heather Moth. On the famous lochs in the 
north-east of the county, at the time the May Fly is on, no fly tells so well as the 
Green Mantle ; the most faithful imitations of the “ drake” are nowhere in sight 
of it.—I am, &c., 


Sept. 7. W. Murpocu, 





SEA-FISHING. 

Srr,—As sea-fishing, by staying at Lochinver, has of late been so successful, per- 
haps you would kindly insert this letter so as to draw the attention of tourists who 
really wish excellent sport to wend their way to this far-famed resort for sea-fishing, 
Boats.can be had in abundance ; but chief amongst them is the yacht Seonaid, which, 
for safety, comfort, and accommodation, is incomparable in our remote portion of 
the globe. I do not mean to exaggerate ; but I invite tourists to judge for them- 
selves, and if they do not find the cooking—fresh fish, tea, kc.—totheir satisfaction, 
Iam wijling to be responsible for damages. The truth is, “ Captain” Robertson 
has won the reputation not only of being an excellent cook, but an wmpirein 
household affairs on board the yacht. I have been one of a party on board the 
yacht, and I most confidently affirm that I never tasted fish so sweet and deliciously 
cooked. The reason is that Captain Robertson has sailed all over the globe, and he 
therefore ought to know how to cook. Several local gentlemen had of late 
excellent takes ; but it is sufficient to record one or two day’s fishing. 

Off Stoer Head, on 30th ult., Messrs. Robertson, Mackay, and Burd, 40 cod, 
678lb, ; September 2, 57 cods, 843lb. The fishing here is excellent, and I thoroughly 
recommend keen sea-fishers to take a day in the yacht Seonaid,—I am, &c., 

FISHERMAN, 

{An “umpire in household affairs” ! How much would there be left of him at 

the end of a week ?—ED. | 


SPLIT-WING TROUT FLIES. 
S1r,—Would “ W. M.,” Elgin, kindly inform me whereIcan purchase trout flies tied 
as he recommends? If not to be bought, would it be trespassing too much on his 


good nature to let me seea pattern? I will carefully return it.—I am, &c., 
ANGLO-CELTIC, 








“OLD DONEGAL.” 

S1z,—I am giad to see Mr. Gedney has walked into ‘J.J. D.” as he has, for 
“J.J. D.” should not write upon subjects he is either not thoroughly well up in or 
knows nothing about. 

Mr, Gedney has really shown up the Donegal rivers and lakes in their proper 
light, and his details of the Bann are quite correct. As to Daniel O’Fee, no one 
‘ever wrote more truth about him than Mr. Gedney, 
are most exquisite works of art.—I am, &c., 

76, Avenue-road, Regent's Park, N.W., Sept. 7. 


“CUT AND COME AGAIN.” 

S1z,—I had a curious experience at Dagenham on Saturday last. Wind S.W., 
and water very rough, Fishing from N.W. shore; rod and reel, Nottingham style ; 
perforated bullet ; two hooks baited with single very large gentle, bred from liver. 
At 1,5 p.m, struck a fish, which broke away. At 1.30 was into something strong, 


RICHD, DE QUINCEY. 
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His flies are most durable, and — 


_ Sept. 10, 18872 


played it for some time, and ultimately brought ‘to bank a perch, which proved 
to be over 2lb, I was surprised to find a portion of gut and two hooks which I had 
lost, one of the hooks fast in his jaw. By the inclosed you will see how the gut is 
frayed. He must have tried hard to get rid of it, Nevertheless, he was tempted 
a second timé, possibly by the large gentles.—I am, &c., ~ G@RASSHOPPER, | 
{The gut is very fine, and frayed in an extraordinary manner.—Ep, | © ~ : 


FISHING IN THE AVON. 

Srr,—Inclosed I send you an account of fish taken in the Avon :—Roach, 388Hb, 
two fish weighing each 2lb. 40z., and several over 21b, ; dace, about 501b. ; one chub, 
lb. 702. ; 13 pike, largest 2lb. 80z.; 16 trout, largest 1lb. 120z.; 28 perch, two 
weighing over 21b., one 21b, oz, and 2lb. loz. ; 14 grayling, larcest 2lb.40z. These 
fish were taken in twelvedays. Some days there were ladies fishing ; on an average 
two rods a day.—I am, &c., ; ares 

Hutton Park, Brentwood, Essex, Sept. 3. BAXTER FAMILY, 

P.S.—All these weights can be authenticated, and most of the large fish séen at 
Mr. T. Hedle’s, 40, Goldsmith’s-row, Hackney. : 

[This is an average of, roughly, 20lb. of fish per rod per day, anda very good 
average, too, for river-fishing, though if of 13 “pike” the “largest” (?) weighed 
“2b, 80z.,” what did the least “largest” weigh (‘—ED, ] ire 








FISHING AT GROVE FERRY, . 

Srr,—As an old subscriber to your excellent journal, and for the benefit of your 
numerous readers, I should be glad if you would insert these few lines, Having 
read in your paper that the Canterbury and Fordwich Associations were very diligent 
in protecting and preserving the fishing in the Stour, I determined to give it a trial 
and having selected Grove Ferry for my quarters on account of its fine scenery and 
healthy air, I commenced fishing near the Ferry, and there I took some of 
the finest roach I ever saw, several scaling 141b. and some of the largest 2Ib. each, © 
all in splendid condition. These fish were seen by Mr. W. Kernan, of the Ship Inn, 
and also by several other gentlemen at the inn, who stated that they were the largest 
roach they ever saw. Intending anglers will find Mr. Kernan very obliging, giving 
good accommodation at moderate charges. The position of the inn'as a health resort 
is excellent, as it lies very high, with a bracing air off the sea, which is only about 
four miles away, I inclose my card.—I am, &e., L. D, HYLAND, 


ST 





_ CLOSE OF THE SALMON Net-FIsHING on THE SOLWAY FirTH.—The net-fishing 
in the Solway and rivers flowing into the Firth closed last night (Friday). Taken 
as a whole, the year has not been an extra good one for fishermen. and the pro-= 
prietors do not seem to have made much out of it. In the rivers the fishings have 
been almost worthless. The season opened well in the spring, and gave promise of 
some successful netting. Sea-trout ran well until early summer, and prices were 
favourable, but when the dry weather came the fish could not ascend thé rivers 
and consequently the outlook for the lessees was a gloomy one. In fact, net-fishing 
was abandoned in August when the takes were found insufficient to pay the: works 
ing expenses, The Solway nets fared better. Within the last week or two an 
immense quantity of salmon has been despatched to the English markets, many of 
them scaling between 401b. and 50lb. The fish are in good condition yet ‘and ‘itis 
reported that an extension of the time for net-fishing ought to be granted, Of 
course, this will be strenuously opposed by those interested in the upper waters, - 
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BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET, 


_ Guaranteed Waterproof. Price 42s. 

The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
‘shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
elastic-cuffs and storm-proot fly. With the addition of 
our “ Bailey” Apron makesa perfect Riding Waterproof 
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Soles cannot be Softened by Immersion in Water. 
(REGISTERED 89981.) : 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886, 
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FISHING and SNIPE SHOOTING 
THIGH — BOOTS, ' 


REQUIRE NO DRESSING. 
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je Trouserg.Guaranteed Waterproof. Prices, 24s. and 42a 
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Serr. 17, 1887. THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


GREAT EASTERN’ RAILWAY.| The 
SEASIDE. 


An Improved Service of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer. 
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TROUT-FISHING WITH THE WET FLY. 
By RPA. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 


THERE is no royal road to the art of fishing. Patience and observa- 
tion, the two most necessary qualities in a fisherman, can never be 
acquired from books. Handiness and smartness, equally necessary 
attributes, can only come from practice, constant, and above all well 
directed, for it is essential that a beginner's first efforts should be 
guided by some skilful hand, for in fishing, as in many other pur- 
suits, a slovenly style prejudicial to success is only to» easily acquired. 
The most useful hints contained in angling literature are those 





TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS, 














BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c, Fares: 3s., 1s. 9d., 1s. 6d, 


For full particulars see Bills, 


London, September, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRDS EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND KUTCHINSON), 
EER DA LIL, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 

None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, } Kendal 

on Label. or Hutchinson & Son., 7 
MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTARLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 





ESTABLISHED 1745. 
J GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STRERT, SALIS- 

BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 

inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 

FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and ail 

other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 

Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Fiies, 22. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d, 
per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags. 23. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 
Hooke. EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. G. is Agent for 


Cane Fly Rods, made by 
bas Special Patterns for Dry- 
of the best Hampshire 
Eaton and Deller's Rods, 

Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messts. Redpath and Co.'s 
Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr. Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 


to Dress Them.’ G. H., having personal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 

Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 

PIKE and GENERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 

Month, 
a 

George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. 7 

Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 

Oon:ributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


the Celebrated English Split- 
Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and 
Fly Fishing, as used by some 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. 











_ TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Oo., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 








For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland.. 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months Py ” ” ” > = ove 5 4 
»» Three Months ,, ae FS ‘ 28 


To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 












which treat of entymology and the dressing of artificial flies, but it 


must be remembered that a pattern which will kill well on one river 


may be utterly uselesson another. There are very few _hard-and- 
fast rules which can be applied to trout-fishing in general, and only 
perfect knowledge of a stream will teach one when and where to fish it. ‘The 
most favourable-looking day may prove a failure, and the most likely places 
may be drawn blank on a strange piece of water ; it is, therefore, almost 
necessary to expend a good deal of energy, fruitlessly at first, until one has 
learned where the trout lie and their feeding hours. As an instance : In April 
of 1885 I was fishing a most lovely-looking stretch of water, and in which 
there were certainly plenty of trout, though fairly well educated. On no occa- 
sion during my visit did the rise last for more than an hour, and it ranged 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Again, during the rise there were 
certain spots where one was sure of getting a fish, and many other places equally 
fishy-looking where never a fin was seen. The truth seems to be that one 
must fish every inch of a stream, early and late, and in all weathers, until one 
has found out the habits of its trout. One has only to read the admirable 
reports from ‘“ South-West” in the columns of the J%eld to see how capricious 
Salmo furio is as to his food, and how irregular he is as to his feeding time ; and 
Hampshire trout are not exceptional in these respects. 

Dress.—The most comfortable dress for general purposes is, I think, compo:ed 
thus: Norfolk jacket, breeches made rather loose about the knees, leggings, and 
stout lace-up boots with nails along the outer edges. The colour of the suit 
should be dark grey or dark “ heather mixture.” All fishermen are agreed that 
too dark and too light colours should be avoided. Of course, if a great deal of 
wading must be done, waterproof stockings or trousers, and broguesare necessary. 
But, as a rule, in trout-fishing only an occasional wetting comes into the day’s 
work, and I think it is better to endure this than be hampered with wading gear. 
A waterproof coat reaching to about the knees should be carried. They can be 
obtained very light. If the chest, shoulders, back, and hips be kept dry, one 
need not mind the legs being wet. In the matter of dress and wading, a great 
deal depends on one’s age, health, and disposition. A young man will plunge 
into a stream ‘when 2 middle-aged or old man would not in order to better 
fish a tempting piece of water. Does not one meet every day with men who, 
conscious of their youth and strength, laugh at all precautions, and disdain to 
even change their wet things? It cannot be too forcibly impressed on 
these imbeciles that there is nothing heroic or magnificent in courting 
rheumatism. If fishing from a boat, be sure to take a rug, waterproof on the 
outside and lined withsome warm material. It adds immensely to one’s comfort. 

The Rod.—Of course, the length of rod must depend on the water to be fished. 
Weight, however, is an important item, and it isa fatal mistake to work with 
a weapon which tries the strength too much. For general purposes, a rod 
between lift. and 12ft. long will be found most serviceable, and, if made of 
greenheart all through, should not weigh more than 130z. There should not be 
more than three pieces, with the ordinary sliding ferrule joints. I must confess 
a partiality for a two-piece rod with a spliced joint, for I find that this gives the 
best play and balance. It is awkward, however, for conveying about, as the tops 
and scarfed ends for the eplices are liable to be damaged. 

Mr. Francis Francis, in “ A Book on Angling,” gives a table of lengths and 
weights of rods. As itseems useful information, I give the following from my 
own notes :— 


Length. Weight. 

ft. in. Ounces. Construction. 
1 ee Ae Gite darencte ZORM arasc tes Ash butt; centre and top greenheart. 
Diet Tass Gta. etnies vases, All greenheart, 
Be WR AG) MAssoeeonis 14 eaten. os Ash butt ; centre and top gre2nheurt. 
A VOR GH castecees 1D Go.nsaes All greenheart. 
B. 14 6 wsuewee 30 «ses. Hickory butt ; centre and top greenheart. 
G13 «Ga eiecces rT oe Ee ee F : + 
Te ND Oi csecsaes TD x cocesas All greenheart, 
sls whee TSG eee, £ a 
Be RS A or don 10 All lancewood. 


No. 9 is a two-piece spliced rod. All the others are three-piece. No. 7 
I have used more than any other, and it has screw-joints which no 
doubt are, as a rule, objectionable, and it is also rather too whippy. A rod 
must be neither too stiff nor too limber, and my objection to the built-up 
split-cane rods is that they are too stiff, and at every cast one hears an uncom- 
fortable crack. They are, however, excellent for casting against the wind, and 
are beautiful tools to handle. 

Running-Line—The running or reel line should be from 30 to 40 yards long. 
My experience is that the best is made of plaited silk and tapered. Té the 
maker can be depended on, let it be waterproofed, but be careful with whom 
you deal, for there are many spurious articles sold. It is rather a sell to find 
that after a few days’ use the waterproofing material sticks and comes off in 
patches. After use, spread your lines out to dry, whether they be waterproofed 
or not ; and when unwinding the lines for this purpose, be sure to take off a 
good deal more line than you have actually had in use. Avoida combination 
of silk and hair ; it is apt to kink, and does not dry equally. 

Casting-Line.-—The gut casting-line or collar should be tapered, and three 
yards will be found sufficiently long. If you make up the cast yourself, 
always pick out the roundest pieces of gut for the purpose. The best 
general colour is a light greenish-blue. The thickness of the gut 
must depend on the condition of the water and_ the education of 
the trout ; but this much is certain, that the finer the tackle employed 
the more fish, or, at all events, the more rises, will be obtained. (ne may 
certainly lose more fish, and on rocky or wooded streams one may spoil a good 
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deal of gut, and, consequently, a renewal of tackle may be frequently necessary ; 
but I deem it better sport to hook and then lose a number of fish through the 
employment of fine gut, than to occasionally secure a trout who, more hungry 
or less experienced than his fellows, takes no notice of the heavier tackle. In 
making a casting-line be careful to thoroughly soak the gut before knotting. 
Half-an-hour in tepid, and from one to two hours in cold water will be found 
sufficient. To knot two pieces of gut, let us say A and B lay them 
alongside each other, take the end of A, and knot it twice round B; take the 
end of B, and knot it twice round A. Before you draw these knots tight, 
pull in A and B till the knots come close together, then you can draw 
them quite tight. Gut becomes very dry when kept for any length of time. 
Tt should be placed between pieces of chamois leather rubbed with vaseline, or 
flannel soaked in oil. Copperas (sulphate of iron) and logwood are usually 
employed to produce the greenish-blue tint. Place in a basin with a quart of 
boiling water a piece of copperas, a little larger than a pea, crushed fine. In 
another basin, with also a quart of boiling water, put a handful of logwood 
chips. Wait till the water becomes tepid, then immerse the gut first in the log- 
wood, then in the copperas. The duration of immersion depends on the tint 
required ; but the gut must be very much longer in the logwood dye than in 
the copperas solution. If boiling water were used, the respective immersions 
would be, to obtain the tint already mentioned, one minute in the logwood and 
half a second in the copperas. 

Winch.—The winch or reel for a rod of 11 to 12ft. long should be 24 to 23in. 
This will carry a line of from 30 to 40 yards. It should be of the strongest and 
most simple construction, and should run freely, but with a sufficient amount 
of check to prevent the line overrunning. So long as these points are attended 
to, the question of finish and style depends on the angler’s purse. 

Landing-Net.—Be sure you select a landing-net of good size. An inch or two 
in the diameter of the ring may make a lot of difference, especially when you 
have to land the fish yourself. The handle should be of cane, and hollow, in 
order to contain your tops. I would recommend the length to be from 4ft. 6in. 
to 5ft. Some years ago, when fishing a stream along which there was a good 
deal of wood and bush, I had a contrivance made for clearing’ away obtruding 
branches. ‘The blade was of the clasp-knife pattern, and hada strong spring. 
With the hook I could either push or pull. The screw was, of course, made to 
fit my landing-net handles. Silk nets are by far the nicest to use ; but they are 


a good deal more expensive than the ordinary kind. Waterproofed nets always 


seem to me to be too stiff. 

Basket.—Get a good fishing-basket while you are about it, one of English 
make. A padlock is a very useful accessory. By far the best manner of carry- 
ing the basket that I am acquainted with is by means of two broad straps, one 
passing over the left shoulder and the other round the waist, hooking on to the 
shoulder-strap in front. The weight is thus very evenly distributed, and the 
basket prevented from banging about on one’s back. I have often wondered 
why some enterprising tackle-maker does not have his baskets made in Madeira. 
Judging from the chairs, settees, crates, baskets of all sizes and shapes made in 
that island, fishing-creels should be made there stronger, more elegant, and 
cheaper than in England, 


(To be continued.) 





DEESIDE HYDROPATHIC FISHERY. 


AT this season of the year, when so many anglers are turning 
their attention to the great leviathan salmon of the “ back-end,” 
and exercising their minds as to where, without being at much 
expense, they can fight a battle-royal with the great fish, it may 
practically serve some and interest other of your readers to know 
of a fine stretch of water of the Aberdeenshire Dee, on which, 
unquestionably, good free angling can be had during this and the 
coming month. The stretch of water I refer to is the Deeside Hydropathic 
Fishery, Heathcote, near Aberdeen, with which this year there is incorporated 
for the first time the well-known Ardoe fishings—the property of A. M. Ogston, 
Esq. Dr. Stewart, the genial superintendent of the “ Hydro.,” has acquired 
this splendid piece of water at a large figure, to enable his visitors to pursue the 
“gentle art” on a fishery compatible with the reputation of his establishment. 
The scenery along the fishery is all that can be desired—simply magnificent, in 
my opinion. From the ‘‘ Hydro.” the eye can scan the country for miles and 
miles around. The romantic valley of the Dee is itself a rare sight. The 
country on both sides slopes gently down to the river, and is finely ornamented 
with clumps of trees of great beauty. The silvery/Dee, less than a mile distant, 
emerges into sight, twining hither and thither along its wooded course, its pebbly 
beach glinting in the sunshine, and its waters here and there laving the copse 
and underwood along its banks. On and on it comes, gently for a considerable 
distance, until, gathering more and more in speed, its foaming waters dash 
through the New Cut into the’ broad expanse of the Ardoe Pool. Thence, 
pursuing its seaward career, it is only lost sight of as it finally escapes from the 
Kirk Pot, the lowest pool on the beat. On its banks are lovely walks, on 
which, when the gentle moon is shedding her rays, the country swain may be 
seen sauntering along, pouring words of love into the ears of the blushing maid 
who walks by his side. Near by is the famous Shakkin’ Briggie —a chain 
bridge which connects Aberdeenshire with Kincardineshire. ‘The Shakkin’ 
Briggie has figured in song and ballad; it is a favourite trysting-place for 
lovers, and “mony’s” the maid that’s here been woo’d and won beside the crystal 
tide. 

A fine view of the grand range of Grampians can be had from the “ Hydro.” ; 
and in the early morning, when their crests are bathed in the glory of the rising 
sun, and the mists begin to curl up their breasts in fantastic forms, the sight is 
striking to the eye and the imagination. On fine summer or autumnal days, 
mighty Lochnagar, with his frowning precipices, may be seen towering above 
his neighbours, the snows of many winters yet lingering in the corries and ravines 
above the darkling loch. 

The picturesque village of’ Cults lies directly opposite the Hydropathic. 
Here a number of enthusiastic anglers reside, and in the locality many objects 
of interest may be seen. For instance, there is a cave where Robert the Bruce 
is said to have hid from his enemies during his fugitive sojourn in Aberdeen- 
shire ; also a rock, 50ft. high, overhanging a small stream, from which Rob 
Roy, the celebrated Scottish freebooter, made a bold jump when hotly pursued 
by the Lowlanders. A statue of “Rob” arrayed in the “garb of old Gaul ” 
now adorns the top of the cliff. It is posed in a very defiant manner, with 
shield in one hand and dirk in the other. The view of Cults to be had from 
the “ Hydro.” 1s excellent. The village extends to about a mile in length, and on 
the face of the slope villa after villa, with terrace on terrace, stand clearly out 
against a finely-wooded background. Across the river is Ardoe House, which, 
along with the estate, is the property of A. M. Ogston, Esq., manufacturer. 
Built but a few years ago, it occupies a capital situation, and is one of the finest 


specimens of architecture on Deeside. The furnishings are of the very best; 
the gardens and grounds are extensive, and nicely laid out. Some years ago, 
while the workmen were engaged making excavations within the policies, they 
unearthed a large number of stone coffins and urns, containing human remains. 
The general belief is that during the Roman period Ardoe was the site of a 
settlement of the Britons. The place where the discovery was made is inclosed 
bya fence, and visitors desiring to see it will no doubt readily obtain permission on 
applying to the proprietor. At Lynwood, Murtle, there is a fine specimen of a 
smithy of the Stone Period. The tools, anvil, and seat used by the rude son of 
Vulcan are still in excellent preservation. To the west of the ‘ Hydro.” is the 
Blairs Roman Catholic College, where a number of students are educated for the 
Church. Public worship is held in the chapel adjoining the College twice every 
Sunday. There is a Free Church at Cults, two miles distant, another at 
Banchory Devenick, a mile and a half distant; and the Kirk of Banchory, the 
“National Zion,” is beautifully embowered amongst forest trees of great size on 
the banks of the river beside the Kirk Pot. 

The Hydropathicis pleasantly situated between Ardoe and Blairs on a finely- 
wooded slope. The grounds, which are very extensive, are most tastefully laid 
out, with large green lawns and shrubberies, intersected by flower-plots. The 
walks within the policies are of great range and nicely shaded from the sun, 
and, to those fond of seclusion, the dell and wooded ravine near by afford a 
specially charming retreat. The facilities foramusement are numerous. There 
are tennis, croquet, and bowling-greens, and inside the house are billiards, concerts, 
a smoking-room, &c. In summer and autumn outdoor games are a speciality, and 
visitors have never to complain of the greens getting into a sloppy condition, as the 
soil, being peculiarly dry and porous, absorbs the moisture very rapidly. The 
airis pure and bracing, the house comforts are first-class, and the terms are 
extremely reasonable. Dr. and Mrs. Stewart are particularly kind, and all 
visitors are loud in praise of their excellent management. The superintendent 
wisely encourages out-door exercise, as he firmly believes that, along with good 
food and good air, it isa first-rate constitutional. During summer, and until the 
middle of autumn, excursions to Ballater, Balmoral, and Braemar take place 
once or twice a week, the visitors arranging these amongst themselves. In the 
fall of the year, when the full number of salmon rods are fishing the water, 
meals are given to anglers at an hour to suit their convenience. Other necessary 
information, not concerning the fishery, can be had in the prospectus, which 
Dr. Stewart will willingly supply. 

In the right season the Hydropathic Fishery is a good one—not in the right 
season it is little worth. The principal castsare—New Cut, Ardoe Pool, Cult’s 
Pool, Bridge Stream, Inchgarth Pool, and Kirk Pot. The New Cut is very sure 
for salmon—at the lower end when the volume of water is heavy, at the top 
when itis smallish. The Ardode Pool fishes from a sandy point between the 
Slough and the New Out, and along the south bank for about 
fifty to a hundred yards from, the bottom of said Slough. There is a large 
stretch of very good water towards the foot of the pool—from above the paling 
down to the stone dyke, and it works best when the river is in slightly more than 
‘average volume. Above the New Cut the stretch of shallow water is 
capital for white trout, as also is the New Cut from the south side. The 
Cults Pool is very sure for salmon from the Cults side; but not so good 
from the Heathcote side, as a long cast is required, and the strong stream  be- 
tween the fisherand the lie of the fish whips the fly off too quickly. The Heathcote 
side is, however, much the best for white trout. ‘The stream below the bridge 
is first-rate from the same side; so, too, is the Inchgarth water—although 
not nearly so good for salmon, for exactly the same reason as in the case of 
the Cults Pool. The Kirk Pot fishes best from the Heathcote side, and as 
all the “rests” are close to that side, anglers on the other side cannot reach 
them properly. The pool, which is about 300 yards long, is fishable throughout, 
though undoubtedly the top is best. It is not necessary to cast more than thirty 
yards at any place, as the slab rocks which form the “lies ” for the fish run out 
into the pool a uniformly less distance. In the spring plenty of kipper or spent 
fish are to be caught; but, apart from the exciting sport which they often 
afford, these fish are valueless. The spring salmon being of small size, and native 
to the upper reaches of the river, in which are their spawning grounds, pass 
through without resting in the “‘ Hydro.” water. Up river they force their way 
pretty well on to twenty miles before many of them begin to settle in the 
catches or take the fly well. The best months for white trout are August, 
September, and October in autumn; and March, April, and May in spring— 
September and up to the middle of October being the best in the former, and 
April in the latter. In autumn the fish that ascend the Dee are of heavy weight, 
averaging about 20lb. There are no natural obstructions in the river, conse- 
quently the fish ran in great shoals with every spate, no matter howsmall. The 
lower pools are not good resting pools ; in fact, but few fish rest at all until they 
reach the lower part of the Nether Banchory water (the reach immediately 
seaward from the “ Hydro.” stretch), in which every fish that runs the river 
settles for a time, or in one or other of the ‘‘ Hydro.” water pools. The 
Kirk Pot and Ardoe Pool are noted for holding fish. From the middle of 
September until the end of October (conditions being favourable) is a first-rate 
time for salmon and white trout. The first big autumn spate, which usually 
occurs about the middle of the second week in September (the netting being then 
over for the season), brings up the shoals of salmon, grilse, and sea-trout 
that accumulate along the coast during the dry season. Once settled down, 
these fish take very freely ; indeed, for about a week after, the river keeping in 
good trim, “they bite well without being baited.” Considering, however, the 
uncertainty of having enough rainfall, anglers would have a tenfold better 
chance of the best sport by fishing from, say, 20th September to the end of 
October. The fish of the first autumn run are very mixed so far as size is con- 
cerned. With the spate they ascend by up shoots the whole accumulation of 
autumn salmon, the back-lying grilse, and sea-trout, and the usual shoals of 
finnocks. Towards the end of September the biggest fish of the season ascend. 
Then, again, smaller fish, brighter in the colour, and varying from 8lb. to 16lb., 
come up during October, and with them a goodly number of big ones. 

If well fished, the “ Hydro.” water (Heathcote and Ardoe reaches together) ought 
to yield during the latter part of September and the month of October from 40 
to 50 good fish, besides a few sea-trout and abundance of finnocks. There is no 
yellow trout-fishing. The best salmon water can be fished quite well from the 
bank ; but almost the whole of the white trout water must be waded, although 
not necessarily to any great depth. The wading is remarkably easy, being 
generally on a level, pebbly bottom. 

The “ Hydro.” is only seven minutes’ walk from the nearest part, and twenty- 
five minutes’ from the farthest. As may well be supposed, on such a fine stretch 
of water, into which streams of fish are always pouring when the river is in 
good order, a variety of enticements of more than one kind may be tried with 
success. The best of all lures for general work is the fly, and, although any 
number of patterns may be tried, and a good few found killing, there is really no 
occasion for anglers possessing more than a sized lot (to suit the various states 
of the water) of the following—viz., Grey Eagle and Gordon for evening fish- 
ing and heavy waters ; Yellow Eagle, White Wing, and Gordon for the latter ; 
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Black Doctor, Silver Doctor, and Jock Scott for smallish waters. I back the 
Grey Eagle, Gordon, Dunt, Peacock, Silver Doctor, Jock Scott, and Black 
Doctor to do better work than any other seven patterns. The flies used for 
white trout are so numerous and so apt to vary in size and pattern, according to 
the caprice of. the fish and the state of water, that it would be extremely inju- 
dicious on my part to give here a list of those likely to be most useful from one 
time to another during the spring or the autumn season. The Aberdeen tackle- 
makers (Brown, 36, George-street, and Garden, 1223, Union-street) are within 
easy hail, and as the best killers for the time being can always be got from 
them on the shortest notice, anglers may save themselves the expense of laying in 
beforehand a collection probably wholly or partly useless. Gentlemen requiring 
gillies should certainly make a point of arranging this with the Aberdeen tackle- 
makers in good time, stating the date of entry on and the length of the engage- 
ment. No one should trust to getting a really good gillie on the spot—they are 
not grown in the immediate neighbourhood. ‘Route : Rail to Aberdeen ; thence 
rail to Cults, and walk a mile. Or, from Aberdeen by Blairs ‘bus to Heath- 
cote approach. If Dr. Stewart receives notice, he will send.a conveyance to 
Aberdeen Station.’ : 

Northcote Cottage, Cults, by Aberdeen. 


a I dP SEED 
LOCH LEVEN ANGLING. 


Locu LEVEN is the most famous angling resort in Scotland. Any 
reader of the Scotch daily papers during the angling season is 
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enabled to judge the relative importance of its fishings, compared ; 
Reports, which are generally | 


with those of any other loch or river. 
lengthy, appear every day, and from these it appears that every 


quarter of the kingdom contributes its quota to the list of anglers | 
who more or less regularly frequent this famous and historic lake, 
and that the sport—variable and uncertain as angling always is, and, 


capricious in its habits as the Loch Leven trout peculiarly is—is on 
the whole remarkably good, and that often under circumstances 
which general experience would unhesitatingly pronounce unfavour- 
able, if not almost hopeless. It is doubtful if any other angling re- 
sort, not excepting salmon-fishings, could afford to be exposed to the 
ordeal of regular daily reports—at least, it is pretty certain that, none 
of them would pass through itsocreditably as Loch Leven. Of course, 
on Lech Leven, as elsewhere, sport is frequently poor, and that too for a con- 
siderable period at times. When the summer sun shines brightly on the calm 
and glassy surface of the loch, the angler will save trouble and prevent dis- 
appointment by “ taking his ease at his inn,” or, better, he may regale mind and 
body in the wooded policies of Kinross House, or in some other refreshing re- 
treat ; but at such a season he may get afloat an hour or two before sunset, or as 
goon as alight or moderate evening breeze makes a ripple on the water, and there 
is every probability that before dark he will have reason to be satisfied with the 
result of his efforts. 

Anglingfor the present year closed at the end of August, and the season has been 
avery successful one, both the number and weight of the trout caught being greater 
than in any year since 1880. This favourable result can scarcely be attributed 
to the influence of propitious weather. There is generally no climatic condition 
more unfavourable to the successful pursuit of angling than a hard, dry atmo- 
sphere, and yet this has been the distinguishing characteristic of the season just 
closed—a characteristic which has been well maintained alike during a spring 
particularly cold and a summer exceptionally warm. Though the loch is open 
for angling at any time from the beginning of the year, it is seldom that there is 
any briskness either in the sport or in the influx of anglers before April, so that 
the angling season may be said to be practically restricted to the five months 
from May to August inclusive. This year the fishings were pretty brisk from 
the beginning of April. From the beginning sport was very good, and continued 
so nearly all through the season, the only exception being in the month of June, 
the most of which was exceptionally warm. On the other hand, July, which is 
generally the slack month of the season, was unusually favourable for angling, 
the warm weather being relieved by frequent though not heavy showers 
throughout the month ; but the attendance of anglers, though larger than 
usual in July, was far less than at any other part of the season, there being only 
seven competitors, and anglers generally having probably made other arrange- 
ments for the month on the supposition that. it would be of the usual character. 
But had the boats’ been as fully engaged as in the other months, there can be 
little doubt that July would have been as productive as any other month of the 
season. The following statement shows the number of trout caught during 
each month of the season and previous five years : 


1882. 1883, 1884. 1885, 1886, 1887. 


cor a) gape erent i 1,020 335° 2.319 1,204 706 1,559 
PAihay? Cont Sores 4062" 3.388” 3,320 "13,676 "2,465" “3,175 
Mamie Hott ES ree 2613 5,301 5,292 5,540 8,282 3,285 
Tae OL INI. Ad 936-1335 «1,384 «1,634 1,943 2,960 
August 01.0... MATA 1331 © 3,253 3,419 4,331 8,422 6,688 
Total trout .........05 8,963. 14,062 15,734 16,385 11,938 17,667 


Total weight in lbs... 8,888, 12,751 13,488 14,264 11,294 17,245, 
These figures are interesting as showing the variations of sport during a series 
of years, and in the same months of different years ; but they are more prac- 
tically useful as bearing on the all-important question to the angler of the 
maintenance of a sufficient stock of trout in the lochs. Observation, extending 
over a period of nearly twenty years, has convinced the writer that upon this 
point, more than any other, the general success or failure of the angler depends ; 
and in particular that it is the present well-stocked condition of the loch that 
has been the sole cause of the success which has been experienced during the 
past season, in spite of the influence of weather which no one could call favour- 
able. It is also clear that for several years past sport has been less variable than 
formerly, and an absolutely empty basket being now really a rare thing, even 
when the weather is most unfavourable, while, at the same time, the total annual 
yield of the season seems to be less liable to fluctuation. In former times one 
or two extra good years were almost certainly followed by a steady decline, 
until the poor results obtained caused a falling-off in the attendance of anglers, 
which allowed the trout to increase sufficiently to restore prosperity to the fish- 
ings. Thus there was a pretty regular ebb and flow in the prosperity of the fish- 
ings, extending generally over a period of ten or twelve years; and that this 
variation was not due to any considerable extent to unfavourable weather is suffi- 
ciently proved by a well-attested fact—viz., that long prior to 1850, when the 
Loch was first regularly fished by anglers, and while fishing was prosecuted only 
with the drag-net, the fluctuation in the supply of trout was every whit as great 
as it afterwards was, when net-fishing was first greatly restricted, and then 
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Dunt, Peacock, Rintoul, and Glentanar for ordinary work ; and Blue Doctor, | 


entirely discontinued. The improvement which it is believed has been effected 
in maintaining a steady supply and. sufficient stock of trout is attributable to 
the fact that for several years past the Angling Association which leases the 
fishings has had recourse to artificial hatching, and that latterly as many as 
240,000 trout fry have been annually deposited in the tributary streams of the 
loch. It is probable enough that the larger proportion of these young fish 
perish by their natural enemies or otherwise before they reach anything like a 
useful weight ; but it is clear that, even if only a small percentage of them 
should reach a mature size, this additional supply, added to those produced by 
natural spawning, on which the loch formerly entirely depended for the main- 
tenance of its supply of trout, must have a great beneficial effect, and it was 
hoped that by this means the question of the maintenance of the trout supply 
has been effectively and permanently settled, and that anglers may look forward 
with perfect confidence to the enjoyment of good sport in future years. ; 

A remarkable feature of the Loch Leven fishings is the great number of 
competitions held on the loch by angling clubs. These have increased year by 
year, until during the past season no less than eighty-eight contests have been 
held by clubs from Edinburgh (six clubs), Glasgow (six clubs), Dundee (three 
clubs), Perth (two clubs), Kirkcaldy, Stirling, Coatbridge, Kinross, Bridge of 
Allan, Falkirk, Stenhousemuir, Alloa, Dunfermline, Crieff, Paisley, Pollock- 
shields, &c. 

The results of these competitions afford the best means of testing the general 
character of the sport enjoyed by anglers. The figures is the statement of the 
total number of trout caught, which we have already given, are so obviously 
dependent upon, and influenced by, the number of anglers resorting to the loch, 
that it is necessary to examine the results of the competitions. The superiority 
of this test in many respects is apparent. The day is usually restricted to eight 
hours ; each competitor depends entirely upon his own exertions, without help 
from boatmen or otherwise ; and the various baskets are weighed with scrupulous 
care and accuracy, so that the number and weight of trout caught can be 
averaged and compared with each other, and with the results obtained in former 
years. ‘There is also an increasing tendency to restrict the competitors to fly- 
fishing—a regulation which, it is to be hoped, will soon be universally enforced. 
It certainly seems anomalous that any club met to test the skill of its members 
in angling should allow the competitors to fill their baskets by a method that 
requires no skillat all. The detailed results of all the competitions are rather 
voluminous, and as we have no wish to present an array of figures that might 
lead our readers to suppose at the first that we had pirated a dozen pages of the 
“Ready Reckoner,” we briefly state here that the number of competitors 
engaged in all the 88 competitions was 1,134 ; the total number of trout caught 
was 4,101 ; and the total weight was 3,817lb. 8}0z., giving an average to each 
rod of 3lb. 6oz. For comparison, the average competition baskets for ten years 
past are here given :— 





lb. 02. Year. lb. 02. 
BIT: Saale pe are See 3 8i 

HEGE SI SREY 3 42 

LSB tee ee oe. Se eeweaeece a 6 

BAG PORON a 2123 

| ASOTY wii... AS 3 6 


In some respects the view of the results of angling on Loch Leven exhibited 
by these figures is more unfavourable than justice requires. In the first place, 
the number of competitors stated is the full number of those who were engaged, 
including not merely those who came in clean, but also many who, though they 
may have more or less fish, yet, finding they have no chance of being included in 
the prize list, go off without weighing or reporting their takes. In the aggregate 
these unreported takes might make an appreciable difference on the, average 
baskets ; but probably a more unfavourable aspect is given to the general 
character of the fishings from the fact that most of the clubs stop fishing about 
6 p.m., after which hour, during hot weather, it happens not unfrequently that 
more trout are caught than during all the earlier part of the day. 

The average baskets stated above may, therefore, be fairly supposed to under- 
state to some extent the weight of trout which might fairly be expected to fall 
to the single rod of an average angler, without extraneous help, under ordinary 
circumstances. The heaviest average baskets in any competition during the past 
season was got by the West of Scotland Club on July 29, when 8lb. 140z. for 
each rod was captured. The Clackmannanshire Club reached an average of 
8lb. 340z. on May 25, and the Dundee Walton Club were only {oz. less on 
Aug. 13. On the latter occasion, the winner of the first prize had a basket of 
eighteen trout, weighing 18lb. 5oz., the heaviest basket in any competition 
during the season. “ Extra heavy trout are not now so common as in former 
times, when the loch was less perseveringly fished. The heaviest caught during 
the season weighed 41b., anda few others have scaled 3lb. The average weight 
of the trout caught is this year higher than usual, being very little under 1lb., as 
shown accurately in the gross results of all the competitions, as stated above. 

Very heavy baskets of trout, caught by private anglers, have been unusually 
numerous this year. The heaviest weighed 58lb., but other baskets have been 
recorded of 56ib., 541b., and 50lb., and a few others between 40lb. and 50lb., 
and a large number could be enumerated between 30Lb. and 40lb., while baskets 
between 20lb. and 30lb. were quite an ordinary occurrence. When people un- 
familiar with Loch Leven hear of such heavy baskets, they frequently ask how 
many rods were engaged at the capture. The answer to this question is that gen- 
tlemen going out alone have usually the help of one of the boatmen, who are nearly 
all expert anglers; and as no more than two can fish effectively from one boat 
it may fairly be concluded that the heavy baskets referred to are the produce of 
two rods ; but in every case the trout were all captured from one boat and on 
one day, though in a few cases it might be a pretty long day. 


ee 


DEATH OF MR. ALFRED DENISON. 


THE death was announced on Monday, Sept. 5, of Mr. Alfred 
Denison, a brother of the late Viscount Ossington, for several years 
Speaker of the House of Commons. The deceased, who was well 
known on the Tweed and the Ness, which he fished regularly for 
well-nigh half a century, was in his usual health on Saturday, and 
was out with therod for several hours on the Holme Pool. A keen 
fisher, he took but little interest in politics, but his associations led 
him to mix freely with those Members of Parliament who were 
followers of Izaak Walton. At Ness Side, near Inverness, where 
Mr. Denison had been residing during the last few weeks, he had, as 
his companions, Mr. Dugdale, M.P. for Nuneaton, Warwickshire, 
and Mr. Wilmch, who carefully tended him to the last, Mr. 
Denison, who was a brother of the Venerable the Archdeacon of 
Taunton, was in his. 70th year.. Mr, Denison’s collection of angling 
books is the finest in the world. 
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ANGLING CLUB, ECKINGTON, DERBY- 
SHIRE. 


A MODEL SOCIETY. 


ANGLING societies, from a variety of causes, are frequently short 
lived. There is, however, ample evidence, in the success of the 
above club, that properly-conducted societies may not only gain a 
permanent footing, but continue to improve in usefulness with each 
succeeding year. 

It is now ten years since the Rother Angling Club was started by some dozen 
or so of working men with the following objects, as set forth by the rules— 
viz., “To promote and give encouragement to angling, and to increase the sport 
of those who are interested in that cheap and harmless recreation, by securing, 
stocking, and preserving waters for the use of members.” ‘ 

Situated on the northern edge of Derbyshire, and surrounded by coal mines 
and blast furnaces, the attempt to establish at private fishery for the use and 
recreation of a number of working men in Eckington seemed more praise- 
worthy than promising. The members are wholly bottom-fishers, and their 
first attempt to “secure” water was by obtaining from the Manchester, Shef- 
field, and Lincolnshire Railway Company four miles of the Chesterfield and 
Stockwith Canal. This water had been grievously poached by a notorious gang 
of netters ; but under the watchful eyes of the Rother anglers the practice has 
altogether disappeared. 

A private pond or mill-dam was next obtained on the estate of Sir George 
Sitwell, Bart. ; here pike, perch, roach, and carp are to be found, and much 
pleasure has been afforded the members by following the “gentle art” in this 
secluded spot. 

Year by year had brought an increase of members, for not only were special 
facilities for fishing offered ; but each year the club’s array of prizes—to be com- 
peted for at Chellaston, Boston, or elsewhere—was one of the chief attractions 
in the neighbourhood, and the old wayside inn, the club’s headquarters, near the 
River Rother, was visited by scores, intent on viewing the fishing prizes at 
“Coach.” Asa result of careful and unselfish effort on the part of secretary 
and committee, the club's receipts gradually increased, and it this year numbers 
over 70 members. The committee, noting this increase, resolved further to pro- 
vide for their recreation, and were fortunate enough to secure the right of fishing 
the Rother through the whole length of the Sitwell estate. Some portion of 
this water being considered suitable for the introduction of trout, the committee 
decided to accept an offer made by the National Fish Culture Association (to 
which society they have keen for some years affiliated) of a consignment of 
young trout ; these duly arrived, and were successfully transferred to the local 
water under circumstances in every way favourable to their future welfare. 

Noticing that sport in the canal was much affected by a large quantity of 
crayfish, or, as they are locally termed, lobsters, it was recently resolved upon 
to turn into the water at set distances a number of young eels, and with this 
object the committee have made arrangements for some stones of “ bootlaces ” 
to ke sent from Lincolnshire, the members feeling sure that not only will the 
eels thrive and grow in this water, but that they will ultimately clear out their 
objectionable neighbours the crabs. 

The club’s annual excursion and angling contest, which is every season looked 
forward to with interest, was this year fixed for Monday, the 5th inst., at 
Boston. Arrangements were made with the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincoln- 
shire Railway for conveying the party to their destination on Saturday previous 
at a cheap rate, a couple of carriages being expressly provided for the use of the 
50 or 60 anglers taking advantage of the trip. After a pleasant journey Boston 
was reached about 8 p.m., and all wended their way to their appointed head- 
quarters, the Royal George Hotel, situate in West-street, where they were 
greeted with a hearty welcome, and each one made to feel himself thoroughly “ at 
home” by the kind attention of the Misses Newman and Nicholson, the ladies 
presiding at this establishment. Sunday morning was spent by some practising 
in the river Witham and other of the numerous angling waters around the 
town; while some, more seriously inclined, attended morning service at the 
famous ‘‘ Boston Stump.” By previous arrangement, at 3 p.m. the greater 
portion of the Rother anglers sat down to a well-served and substantial dinner, 
the plates being cleared with a rapidity that well bespoke the general health of 
the company. On the removal of the cloth, Mr. T. Tyson, president of the 
club, read over the programme for the morrow, and alluded in kindly terms 
to the ‘vacant chair,’ caused by the sad death of their old associate 
and friend, Ben Bacon. Six am. Monday was the time fixed for 
starting to fish, and punctually at six four waggonettes, loaded to 
their full capacity, left the door of the Royal George en route for 
Mount Pleasant, a couple of miles away. Mount Pleasant Drain is a 
stretch of water in every ways uitable for a pegged-down match, being 12yds. or 
15yds. across, and from 3ft. to 4ft. deep, some portions being unfortunately 
somewhat weedy. Shortly before eight each man reached his allotted swim, and 
the word ‘‘Time” was given. Soon it became apparent the day was destined to 
be an uncomfortable one, rain having commenced to fall in pretty considerable 
quantities. Despite the downpour, every competitor stuck bravely to his post, 
and, considering the weather, a fairly good “ take” was made, roach and bream 
being the principal captures. During the contest a fine tench of over 2lb. fell 
to the rod of Mr. W. Booth. The winner, Mr. G. Hughes, had a nice sample of 
fish, weighing 3lb. 7oz. Members followed close upon the heels of each other 
in weight, almost all taking fish, the total being a _ little under 
40lb. A hasty and not over-comfortable drive to the hotel followed, 
where the afternoon was spent in song and sentiment—as only anglers can spend 
it—ending with the visitors’ best thanks to the ladies of the house for having 
so successfully catered for their comfort. Messrs. W. Day and J. Emerson, 
of Boston, were not forgotten for the assistance in carrying out the match. 
Each party having suitably responded, the Rother anglers took a “‘fond fare- 
well” of their Boston friends, and after a pleasant return journey, reached 
nae at 10.30 p.m., having one and all thoroughly enjoyed their excursion of 

The prizes, amounting in value to over £30, were distributed at the club 
house, Coach and Horses Inn, Eckington, on Saturday evening last, when Mr. 
Tyson, the president, took occasion to present to the hon. secretary, Mr. O. 
Robinson, a handsome set of carvers in case, inscribed, as a gift from the 
members. The proceedings terminated in every way satisfactory. 

RoTHERWOOD. 


THE ROTHER 
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HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Ooughs, Iufiuenza.—The soothing properties of these 
medicaments render them well worthy of trial in all diseases of the respiratory organs. In common 
colds and influenza the Pills, taken internally, and the Ointment rubbed over the chest and throat, are 
exceedingly efficacious, When influenza is epidemic, this treatment is the easiest, safest, and surest. 
Holloway’s Pills purify the blood, remove all obstacles to its free circulation through the lungs, relieve 
the engorged air tubes, and render respiration free, without reducing the strength, irritating the 
nerves, or depressing the spirits ; such are the ready means of escaping from suffering when afflicted 
with colds, coughs, bronchitis, and other chest complaints, by which the health of so many is 
seriously and permanently injured in most countries, bi 


A SEPTEMBER MAY FLY. 


A CORRESPONDENT, “G. M.,” who lives at Epsom, sends us a lively 
specimen of the May Fly (Zphemera vulgata) which he caught on 
the banks of the river Mole last Sunday, Sept. 11. We are sending 
the interesting little stranger on to that enthusiastic May Fly bio- 
logist, Mr. Frederick M. Halford. 





ROACH-FISHING COMPETITION AT PONDER’S END. 


A ROACH-FISHING competition, for the benefit of the fands of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society, took place at Ponder’s End on Saturday last, and was 
certainly a well-contested affair, no less than 159 anglers, representing almost 
every London club of standing, being “ pegged-down” to compete, there being 
present kesides a very considerable number of spectators. 

The practical arrangements of the ‘‘ pegging-down” were in the experienced 
hands of Mr. Richard Ghurney, Secretary of the Anglers’ Association and 
Anglers’ Benevolent Society, this gentleman receiving very valuable aid from 
Mr. Geo, Chambers, a prominent member of the “ Gresham” Committee, who 
also gave a general superintendence to the proceedings, Messrs. Walker, 
Sowerbutts, Parker, Norman, Jonas, Bentley, and others of the “‘ Gresham” also 
co-operating. ; 

The prizes fished for consisted of two series of four prizes each, no competitor 
being allowed to take more than a single prize in each series of the first series of 
prizes, these being given for best three specimen roach. The principal prize was 
a magnificent roach rod, specially manufactured by, and present2d by, Mr. 
Sowerbutts, sen., who is about to retire from business, having achieved a world- 
wide reputation as the maker par eacellence of roach tackle; the second prize, 
also for three specimen roach, being a nice case of tackle, given by Mr. 
Sowerbutts, jun. ; the third prize, for three fish, was a folding landing-net, with 
telescopic handle, presented by Mr. Norman; whilst the fourth prize (Mr. 
Bentley's) was a selection of tackle, at the discretion of the winner, to the value 
of ten shillings. The other series of prizes were for heaviest (single) specimen 
fish, and were as follows :—Ist prize, a beautifully-finished “roach box,” pre- 
sented by the Gresham Angling Society—the members of this society not being 
competitors. The 2nd, 3rd, and 4th prizes in this series were copies of 
Bickerdyke’s well-known work on “Sea-Fishing,” presented by Mr. Parker, to 
encourage a taste for angling in salt water. 

Punctually at half-past two the drawing for swims, under the supervision of 
Mr. Chambers, took place at the fishery house, the Pike and Anchor ; and with 
equal punctuality, at half-past three, the signal, given by gun fire, started the 
contest, which was carried on most perseveringly by the competitors until the 
signal gun at half-past six declared the end of the fishing. All concerned then 
adjourned to the fishery house for the weighing-in, which was carried out by 
Messrs. Chambers, Ghurney, and Bentley. At the conclusion, the chair 
man, Mr. George Chambers, announced the following results, as regards 
the series of prizes for single fish :—Ist prize, Mr. Jeffreys, St. John’s 
12}0z. ; 2nd prize, Mr. Bagley, Hoxton Brothers, 90z.; 3rd prize, Mr. Burman 
Marlborough, 60z.; 4th prize, Mr. Newton, Bloomsbury, 50z. The following 
competitors also had weighable fish :—Messrs. Wenham, S. Gillett, Tracey 
Frost, and Foster, many others having fish, as perch, dace, &c., not eligible 
for competition. Unfortunately, the more important series of prizes for three 
specimen roach were not taken. It was therefore announced by Mr. Chambers on 
Tuesday last, when the prizes taken were presented at the Gresham, that a 
further competition for the prizes not won would take place, the general under- 
standing being—previous competitors should be allowed to compete at half the 
entrance fee, the full amount to be charged to new comers. It was also prc- 
visionally arranged that the fishing should take place on Saturday, the 8th of 
October next, and that the Anglers’ Association should be invited to suggest the 
fishing water that would best suit the occasion. In conclusion, it may be stated 
that the arrangements for the contest were admirable, and the best thanks of all 
who competed are certainly due both to Mr. Ghurney and hisefficient staff, and 
to Mr. George Chambers and other members of the Gresham that so ably assisted 
him. 








HIGHLAND LAND LAW REFORM ASSOCIATION, AULTBBA 
BRANCH. 


ENCROACHMENT ON ANGLING RicHts. 


THE secretary having reported that Mr. Liot-Bankes, of Letterewe, and his 
shooting tenant (Mr. C. EK. Johnston) had interfered with parties exercising the 
immemorial right of angling on hill lakes—Mr. Johnston threatening legal pro- 
ceedings against anyone bold enough to invade his “ rights,”"—and the secretary 
of this branch having written to Mr. Johnston that the public would not recog- 
nise any claim made by’him or Mr. Bankes to the exclusive right of fishing, 
while willing that those gentlemen should have equal privileges with the general 
public, it was resolved that notice of the matter should be sent to such of the 
newspapers as the president of the branch and the secretary thought best, and 
that the editors be respectfully asked to enlist the sympathy of anglers so that 
a fund might be established to resist any attempts made in the law courts to 
deprive the public of such a valuable privilege. 

It was stated by the secretary that he had angled on the lakes in question, off 
and on, for 35 years, and that until Mr. Johnston took his stand on his sup- 
posed “rights,” no one had ever interfered with him, either crossing the hills to 
the lochs or angling on them. The oldest man living in the district never 
heard of any claim to exclusive fishing ; and as the lochs were numerous and 
contained splendid trout, it would be disgraceful poltroonery to give way to 
such a demand from any source whatever. The secretary said that, although 
the Aultbea people were poor and did not value their angling privileges so 
highly as they ought to do, there were keen anglers elsewhere who loved fair 
play as well as angling who would come to their help against the wealthy. 

It was agreed that on the first convenient and favourable day members of the 
association should angle on the lochs, and dare any interference by whomsoever. 

The secretary read letters from Professor Bryce, M.P., and Dr. Macdonald, 
M.P., who counselled resisting any attempt that might be made to interfere. 

Any communications addressed to the Secretary, Highland Land Law Reform 
Association, Aultbea, Ross-shire, will be promptly replied to, and further infor- 
mation given. 

Aultbea, Sept. 10. 
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SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Colouted Wools, 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr. Jaeger’s system (recommended by H. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell, Esq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, apply ta 
T,B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVARPOOL. 











Serr. 17, 1887. 
NOTES. 


Dr. George H. Moors, of the Lenox Library, New York, and member of the 
Amauskeag Fishing Club, has made the interesting discovery that Washington, 
the first President of the United States, was an angler. This is proved by ex- 
tracts from Washington’s diaries, 1787-89. Here are some specimens :— 


Monday, July 30, 1787.—* In company with Mr. Governr. Morris, went into the 
neighbourhood of the Valley Forge to a Widow Moore’s a-fishing, at whose house 
we lodged.” 

Tuesday, July 31, 1787.—“ Before breakfast, I rode to the Valley Forge, and over 
the whole Cantonment and Works of the American Army in the winter of 1777-8, 
and, on my return to Widow Moore's, found Mr, and Mrs. Rob, Morris, Spent the 
day there fishing, &c., and lodged at same place.” 


The fishing was evidently not the only attraction, for, in his will, the President 
refers to her thus :— 





pattern of her sex.” 


“Happy woman, a 
* * * * 


* 


Professor Brown Goode has been appointed Commissioner of United States 
Fisheries. The Professor made many friends in this country when over here 
in charge of the splendid American exhibits at the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition of 1883. A man more qualified to fill this important post it would 
probably be impossible to find. 

* * * a * 

The best time of the whole season for angling on the lower aud middle 
stretches of the salmon rivers of the North-East of Scotland is undoubtedly 
between the present date and 31st October. 

* a a8 * * 

Dee, Don, Ythan, Ugie, Deveron, North Esk, and South Esk all have a strong 
run of salmon fresh from the sea in autumn. 
* * * * * 

Mr. David Murray, gun and fishing-tackle maker, Brechin, N.B., will furnish 
intending anglers with full particulars concerning the free and nominally free 
fishings of the North Esk, South Esk, and West Water ; and the like with 
regard to Dee, Don, Ythan, Ugie, and Deveron will be furnished by Brown, 36, 
George-street, and Garden, 1224, Union-street, fishing-tackle makers, Aberdeen. 

* * * * 

Parties going North to fish out the ‘‘ back-end ” ought certainly to be provided 
with a 13 or 14ft. rod for finnocks and sea-trout, and a spinning-rod and 18ft. 
fly-rod for the big salmon. 

* 2 s & 3 

Dr. Stewart, superintendent of the Deeside Hydropathic, Heathcote, near 
Aberdeen, is certainly deserving of the liberal support of tourist anglers for his 
pluck in renting such valuable autumn salmon fishings as the Heathcote and 
‘Ardoe sections of the Aberdeenshire Dee. We recommend the Doctor's fishery, 
and trust that it will be thoroughly well fished, not by indifferent anglers with 
indifferent success, but by good anglers whose perseverance will bring its reward. 
The risk being considerable, it is only experimentally that the fishings 
are rented. 

* * * oe * 

Any good hand at the salmon-rod could have a capital and successful angling 
holiday by taking the first fortnight of October on the Hydropathic Fishery, 
and the second fortnight on Colonel Ferguson’s (of Pitfour) Ugie Fishery— 
ticket £2 2s., from Mr. Ainslie, Factor, Pitfour, by Mintlaw. 

* * * * * 

Anglers who mean to fish salmon in earnest ought to secure the services of 
expert fishermen who are well acquainted with the water. A stranger loses 
time in finding out the best catches. 

* * * * * 

In answer to several inquiries as to a place to go to for a good chance of a 
salmon where the charges are moderate, we should say, try the Earn, in Perth- 
shire. Mr. P. D. Malloch, High-street, Perth, has tickets to let on this river. 

* 2 * 


It is not often that any roach angler gets a fish over 2lb., and it is certainly 

a very rare thing for a perfect novice who tries “ tight-line ” fishing for the first 

time to get a roach of 2Ib. 5oz., as “ A. C. G.” did in the Avon last week. He 

is having it set up, but will be some time before he gets one to match it. 
® 2 2 % % 


We hear that some Woolwich anglers and others have been fined at the Tun- 
Lridge Wells Police-court, for trespassing on the towpath, 5s. each, and 10s. 
costs. We also hear that these anglers were induced to try their right to fish by 
a London angler, who certainly ought to have known that the public have no 
right to fish from the towpath of a non-tidal river. 

ss & % * % 

The following letter, from Mr. James Temple, the artist, speaks for itself. 
We shall be happy to forward any subscriptions for the widow of the murdered 
bailiff :-— 

“Dear Marsron,—I have been wondering if anything was done for that 
brave keeper's family (if he had any), he who was murdered on the Exe some 
time back by those ruffianly fish-poachers ; if not, I think there are plenty of 
anglers who would be glad to subscribe a little to show their appreciation of 
such pluck in the preserving of a river ; and if you would start something of 
the kind, I shall be glad to give a sovereign.—I am, yours truly, 

“ JaMES TEMPLE. 

“2. Old Palace-terrace, Richmond, Surrey, Sept. 13.2 
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By far the majority of anglers stick to the old plan of having, for jack and 
salmon-fishing, one continuous thick line of even size throughout, or, in the case 
of the salmon-fisher, with perhaps a gentle taper in the first few yards. This 
plan is the reverse of economical, and is objectionable in necessitating a larger 
and heavier reel than would be otherwise necessary. Where a line is thick 
throughout fish are often lost by the pressure of the water on the line, which 
forces the hook from the fish’s mouth. In jack-fishing the enormously thick 
lines so often used are not at all essential to insure the capture of the fish, and 
the only thing that can be said in their favour is that they stand the wear and 
tear of spinning, paternostering, and casting generally better than the thinner 
lines. i é : : f 

The salmon-fisher, again, does not require a very thick line to hold fish when 
hooked, for as a chain 1s no stronger than its weakest link, so a fishing-tackle 
is no stronger than its weakest part, which usually is the gut length. But the 
salmon-fisher requires something which is not necessary in the jack-fisher’s out- 
fit—namely, a stout, heavy line, tapered for preference, with which he can cast 
against the wind. Of this stout line, however, forty yards is ample, and the 
best plan is to let the remainder of the line be much thinner, All the hest 
salmon-fishers now use thin “ back-lines,” 3 
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The splice between the two lines is easily effected by anyone who knows how 
to use his tying silk and wax. The two ends of the lines to be joined should 
be pared down a little with a sharp penknife, then well waxed, laid side by side, 
and rolled together between the fingers ; they then adhere closely, and it is no 
difficult matter to lap or seam them over with some strong, well-waxed silk. 
As soon as they are bound together it is a good plan to rub the splice over with 
a little more wax, and then roll it between the fingers. This is better than 
varnishing the binding, as wax stands more work than varnish. Of course, the 
splice only has to go through the rod-rings when a fish is being played. 

& . & 
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A capital back-line for either jack or salmon-fishing is a pure silk, undressed, 
twisted Nottingham line of the first quality. These lines are very much stronger 
than plaited lines of the same size, and as they only come into use when a fish 
is being played, the fact of their being twisted is quite unobjectionable. These 
lines are very cheap. We saw recently a four-inch Nottingham reel on which 
was fifty yards of fairly stout, dressed, plaited line, to which was spliced, as a 
back-line, fifty yards of Nottingham jack-line. The cost of this one hundred 
yards of very efficient line was under seven shillings, and the reel could easily 
have held an additional seventy yards of back-line. Something a little stouter 
than the Nottingham jack-lines is desirable as a back-line for salmon-fishing in 
heavy waters ; but no doubt the manufacturers of these lines could turn out a 
stouter line for this purpose if there is any call for them. 

* * * * * 


It sometimes happens that we have to accommodate a fine line ona reel which 
is capable of taking one twice as thick. In such cases it is an excellent plan to 
put a layer of wool tightly and evenly round the barrel of the reel and wind 
the line over it. This increase in the circumference of the barrel enables the 
angler to wind in line more quickly than he otherwise would. The wool, being 
soft and yielding, often saves the tackle from breaking, as it acts as a buffer in 
a hasty strike. 

at & & a a 

Fish fed fairly well after the showery weather this week ; but as the showers 
ceased, and the cruel north wind began to blow, there was little to be done. 
October is a very favourite month of ours for all-round angling, and there is 
hardly a season of the year more enjoyable, if only the wind visits us from no 


quarter between east and north. 
% 


& % % 


In a recent number of the FisHinc Gazerre we stated that a large number 
of young Californian salmon had unfortunately been placed in the Seine 
between Rouen and Les Andelys. The fish were put in in June, and some 
which appeared to have found their way into two tributary streams near Paris, 
have increased in length from 4{in. to 12}in. 

o * % % * 

It is proposed to construct a new laboratory for fish-culture in the aquarium 
of the Trocadero. When the young fish above referred to were removed from 
the waters of the Vanne to those of the Seine many of them suffered severely 
by the change. Lively this for those of the Parisians who drink Seine water ! 

54 & * * * 


In the West of England eel’s blood is supposed to be a cure for warts. 
at * * * 3 


A friend, writing from Killaloe, says : 


At last we have the long-wished-for 
rain, and the river has risen. Some good J 
* * + 


fishing may be expected shortly.” -/04 
* * 


A case of importance to anglers came recently before the Troedyraur Petty 
Sessions, held in the Shire Hall, Cardigan. Mr. Charles Edward Howell was 
charged with refusing to be searched by the water-bailiffs, on the 30th of April, 
at Rhoshill, on the river Tivy, his pockets being supposed to contain fish illegally 
caught. Mr. Hugh W. Howell, clerk to the Board of Conservators, prosecuted. 
Mr. W. W. Mitchell defended, and pleaded, first, that the water-bailiff refused 
to produce his authority ; and, secondly, that a bag, under the Salmon Fishery 
Act, did not mean a gentleman’s pocket ; and, thirdly, a general plea of Not 
guilty. Evidence was given to show that defendant was seen by the water- 
bailiff to put three fish which he had caught into his right-hand coat pocket, 
and on being requested to produce the same the defendant asked the bailiff for 
his authority, which, the latter alleged, he took out of his pocket, but admitted, 
however, that he did not take it out of the envelope in which it was contained. 
He told the defendant he knew he had salmon peel in his pocket, which he 
acknowledged, but denied the right of the water-bailiff to search him. Two 
other water-bailiffs were called to prove having seen the prosecutor take some- 
thing out of his pocket and show it to the defendant ; but being at the time 
on the opposite side of the river, they were unable to say if it was his authority 
or not. The Bench decided that the water-bailiff did produce his authority, 
and fined defendant 5s., and costs, hoping it would be a caution to others.— 
David Arthur Morris, Bridge-parade, was charged with a similar offence, and 
was fined 5s., and costs.—Mr. H. G. Hughes was similarly charged. Mr. Mitchell 
appeared for the defendant, and stated that his client was of opinion that when 
asked to be searched the water-bailiff had no right to do so; but after the 
opinion of the Bench in the first case he pleaded Guilty. Fined 5s., and costs. 
—John Davies, Pwlhai, Cardigan, was fined 5s., and costs, for killing salmon 
peel on the 7th inst. On the application of Mr. Mitchell, the Bench granted a 
case on the point of a pocket meaning a bag under the Act. 

& * & a a} 


Mr. Broadhurst’s Bill relating to fishing in navigable rivers is meeting with 
strong opposition in some quarters. Not one person in fifty has any idea what 
the Bill proposes to do, so we will endeavour to put the matter as clearly as 
possible. To do so, it is necessary to go back for a moment to the time of 
King John—a king who, as every schoolboy knows, was not a model of per- 
fection. Among other iniquitous acts, he had a bad habit of giving his nobles 
rights of fishery in the rivers belonging to the Crown, and he no doubt found 
this a cheaper method of paying them than in coin of the realm. The rivers 
belonging to the Crown were and are what are termed public rivers, open to all 
persons to fish in, and the public of the day, who found their opportunities of 
getting freshwater fish (a necessity in Catholic England) fewer and fewer, 
were naturally indignant. Thus it came about that when John signed Magna 
Charta—an invaluable document, the general tenor of which was “Til never 
do it again.—(Signed) JoHN ”"—a little paragraph was inserted to the effect 
that no rivers should be put in defence. 

o a 
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To “ put in defence ” means that someone is given the power of defending or 
barring others from haying passage over or fishing in the river (Defensa = 
enclosures). The rivers referred to are all the great navigable rivers of the 
kingdom. ‘The provision in Magna Charta was confirmed in later Charters, and 
from that time, therefore, no one could be given an exclusive right of fishing 
(in legal parlance, a several fishery) in any navigable river, and any person 
claiming an exclusive right of fishing should be able to show that the several 
fishery was in existence at the time of Henry TI. That was the view formerly 
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taken; but within about the last. twenty years there have been some cases 
(none of them in the Court of Appeal or House of Lords) in which the judges 
decided that the paragraph in Magna Charta applied only to the tidal portions 
of navigable rivers. Why should the distinction have been made ? 


/ 'This brings us nearly up to the Bill. Not long ago considerable public feeling 
-was stirred up in Nottingham over a fishery question, the Corporation of the 
town asserting the fishing in a portion of the river to be free by virtue of the 
paragraph already referred to Magna Charta. They took counsel's opinion, 
which, leaving out of the question certain decisions, was, on the main facts of 
the case, favourable to them. In other words, they were likely to fail unless 
they carried their case up to the Court of Appeal or House of Lords, for the 
decisions in lower Courts were against them; but these decisions were not 
binding on the Court of Appeal or on the Lords, where judgment would, accord- 
ing to the view taken by counsel, be probably given in their favour, and the 
older cases overruled. Instead of going to law, the Corporation determined to 
_promote a Bill which would reassert the provision in Magna Charta with regard 
to fishing in navigable rivers. The Bill has, as everyone knows, been brought 
forward by Mr. Broadhurst, who probably for the first time in his life is sup- 
porting a Conservative, or rather a restorative, measure. 


ae at 


In England there are without doubt a good many persons whoseancestors took 
advantage of their positions to appropriate (some folks might use a stronger 
word) fisheries in navigable rivers which were previously frée to all comers 
These same persons are now’ raising a fearful outcry concerning the confiscation 
of their property without any compensation, and so on; but, in common fair- 
ness, must it not be confessed that their ancestors were the confiscators, and 
that in restoring these fisheries to the public, moral justice, and nothing else, is 

‘done? To this they reply that they, or their predecessors, have held and 
enjoyed the fishery for a great number of years, and have therefore a 
legal—they cannot say moral—right to continue to hold it. _ If this argu- 


ment is sound, why should not the public say the same of the Thames and, 


other large rivers: We haye fished in them undisturbed for generations,j and 
have therefore obtained a right to fish? To this the reply is that the 
public cannot acquire a right to take 1a profit @ prendre—i.e., a: benefit by the 
taking away (of fish) in distinction to mere use, as navigating a river or walking 
on a footpath—by prescription or lapse of time, which is a miserable legal 
technicality invented by Elizabethan lawyers, based on a false historical theory 
which need not be entered into.» Then, again, it is said that the Bill proposes 
to throw open all the rivers in England. It proposes to do nothing of the kind. 
Tt will only affect rivers which are, or were, navigable, and only a few of them. 
Tn effect, it merely asks that certain rulings which are considered doubtful law 
by many lawyers shall be set aside, and full force be given to the provision in 
Magna Charta. In other words, no person shall legally hold a several fishery 
which was not granted at the time of Henry II. 

How many fisheries would be affected by the Bill? For answer, turn toa 
letter in a recent ‘Wield, from Mr. Moore, a barrister, the champion of the 
Thames Riparian Owners’ Association, who appeared for them before the Com- 
mittee on the Thames Preservation Bill, and who, of course, opposes this 
measure. He writes: ‘Most, if not all, of our inland fisheries have existed 
from before the time of Doomsday: Speaking froma, large research 
on the subject, I can say that several fisheries can be shown to exist on nearly 
every acre of water in the kingdom,” &c., &c. Probably there were a large 
number of several fisheries existing at the time of Henry II. and none of them 
will be affected by the Bill; but there are, without the least.doubt, others 
which, in days when might was right, were simply stolen by powerful nobles 
and others from the people, and there is no reason why, when the descendants 
of those robbers are asked to: give up what they have, at any rate, no,moral 
right to hold, a cry of confiscation should be raised. 
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Tf any readers of the FisHinc Gaznrre wish to make themselves acquainted 
with the legal aspect of the question, they can obtain: the opinion given by 
counsel—Mr. P. 5. Dove, of 23, Old Buildings—to the Corporation, now pub- 
lished, under the title of ‘‘ Public Rights in Navigable Rivers,” by Horace Cox, 
10, Wellington-street, price. sixpence. 
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While we are in favour of the Bill as, a whole, ‘we think ‘it needs _consider- 
able amendment in certain points of detail which, for the present, it is unnecessary 
to discuss. 





HORRIBLE STATE OF THE RIVER WYE’NEAR BUXTON. 
A CORRESPONDENT of the Hast Anglian Times thus describes his 
experiences recently on the river Wye :— © ‘ 


“ One day I walked to Buxton through the charmingly beautiful Chee Dale, 
a rough, but never-to-be-forgotten ramble. 'The Wye was at low water, flowing 
in diminished streamlets through meadows of green confervee, and around 
myriads of moss-covered boulders, many of which are set in a grovy frame- 
work of turquoise forget-me-nots. You strike the Buxton and Bakewell high 
road the moment you leave the Chee Dale path. Thence I plodded along a road 
2in. deep in limestone dust, but always hugging the tree-shadowed river all the 
way. ‘The road winds about and rises, but it was exceedingly pleasant, the dust 
notwithstanding, to within a mile of Buxton. Then the ‘soft and sylvaa Wye’ 
became a@ main sewer, and stank—stank as I have never yet experienced any stink, 
except the odorous perfumes which greet our nostrils when we are slowly walking over 
the grates in our Ipswich streets. Buxton has some sort of sewage ‘scheme or 
other, as all towns and cities have. ‘Towns and cities set up sewage works, 
whether they want them or not, whether they will be workable or not, just as 
wealthy people set up a trap or keep a yacht. The ‘overflow’ of the Buxton 
sewage (by which, I suppose, is meant the cream) runs into the Wye. To my mind, 
it seemed to be the source of the Wye, for I could see no other liquid.” ; 


It would seem from this that the river is in about the same state as when ‘‘ The 
Amateur Angler” called attention to it, three or four years ago. 











Fiy-FISHING FoR BAtTs.—A reporter, browsing about between midnight and 
1 o’clock yesterday morning, saw a man standing near one of the electric light posts 
on Washington-street waving a long horsewhip back and forth high above his head. 
He had a fish-hook on the end of the whip, to which was attached an artificial 
“ Dusty Miller,” and he explained that with this bait he captured the bats that were 
foraging among the insects around the electric light. He said he got half a dollar 
a-piece for them, and that he had already caught, seven that night, He sold them 
to the taxidermists, and said that he could get more for them in Boston. He spoke 
of hiring a man to help him, as he could catch enough then to pay him for shipping 
them to Boston. He caught two while the reporter remained ‘to watch the opera- 
tion, and he picked them off the hook and put them in a. bag that he oarried slung 
across his shoulder,—Providence Journal, : 





CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post thei’ Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief_as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthy delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Sept. 19th, 

at 8.30,—R, GHURNEY, sec. 
EASTERN DIVISION VisiTiING List, No, 2. 

A return visit on the above list will take place on Monday, Sept. 19th, at the Amic- 

able Waltonians,—F. THORLING. — ; ry i 
SoUTHERN DIVISION VISITING List. 

A hearty welcome was extended by the Brunswickers to the representatives of the 
above association visiting them on Friday, the 9th inst. A splendid show of bream 
from the Mole at Esher, and a fine specimen from the Norfolk Broads adorned their 
trays. The box of the Anglers’ Benevolent was contributed to, and at roll-call 
thirteen societies responded.. The next visit will be to Ye Olde’ Blacke Friars, date, 
&e., next week,—JOHN SMITH, V.O. ‘ 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
The next meetiag of the committeee will take place on Friday‘evening, Sept. 23rd, 
at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. ne ; 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 
' The prizes that were fished for on Sept. 11th, from Burnt Mill to Harlow, were all 
won. Mr. Robinson, first; Mr. Say, second; Mr. Haynes, third; Mr, Harding, 
fourth ; Mr. Pedley, fifth ; Mr. Worledge, sixth ; and Mr. Arnold, seventh. Messrs, 
Farebrother, Newson, and Willis also weighed-in fish. ‘The choice for prizes will 
take place next Wednesday, and members are requested to clear the books on that 
night to entitle them to sit down to the dinner, which will be held at Mr. Crome’s, 
the “ Five Horse Shoes,” Hoddesdon, Herts.—J. WORLEDGE. o43 resis 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Sept. 14th, Mr, Harry Dunn presiding, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
confirmed. Further increase of membership. Conditions for the competition at 
Sunbury on the 18th inst. are as follows :—Competitors must go down by the train 
that leaves Waterloo Station at 8 o’clock a.m., but for the convenience of members 
they may join the train en route, Scene of action, from a quarter of a mile from 
each side of the lock cut. One rod only to be used. Kit inspection by Mr, H. Holben, 
and roll-call by the secretary at the river-side. All fish to weigh subject to the 
society’s regulation weights, jack excepted. The weighing-in for the week past has 
been fair. Mr. W. Hutchins, top weight with a fine show of bream, well supple- 
mented by Messrs. R. Atchison, A. Young, Harry Dunn, EH. Coleman, H. Holben, J. 
Lewthwaite, anl W. Poole. The next visit on the visiting list of the Anglers 
Association (Southern division) is to Ye Friars of Orders Blacke.—JOHN SMITH, 
hon. sec. ES Riva 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday evening, the 9th inst., the Brunswickers were honoured. with one of 
the best visits held the present season under the Anglers’ Association list, the club- 
house, King John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road, being fairly besieged 
by close upon a hundred persons. Mr. James Smith and Mr, Stewart Bryan were 
respectively president and vice-president on the occasion. The roll call by the 
district officer, Mr. John Smith, showed that thirteen clubs were represented as 
follows :—Anglers’ Pride, Battersea Friendly, Brunswick, Blackfriars, Kenning- 
tonians, Marlborough, Peckham Brothers, Rodney, Second Surrey, Wellington, 
Waggoners, St. George’s, and Golden Carp. The next visit will go to the Blackfriars, 
the date of which will be duly announced by the secretary thereof. Reverting to 
recent clib business, Mr. F, W. Wallis was elected an active member, and several 
other gentlemen are to be proposed this week, In the weighing-in department the 
following particulars will explain the.doings :—Sept. 9, W, Robbins, 5 bream, 
101b, 1010z. ; J. Deplidge, 5 bream, 91b. 1#0z., both lots from thé Hsher and Clare- 
mont Fishery, and exhibited upon the table on the evening of the visit. Also a 
bream of 6lb. 240z., sent up from Norwich by Mr. H, Cullingford, sen. Sept. 11, 
S. Wertheim, a small mixed take from Amberley; and Monday, Sept. 12, J..De- 
plidge had barbel, perch, and dace from the Thames, the largest barbel scaling 41h, 80z. 
—J, DEPLIDGE, hon, sec. i 8! 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had some nice fish on the 11th, Mr. Steggles’ weighing-in. 121b. of roach and 

dace; Mr, Cooper, 71b. of roach ; Mr. Hoare, 5lb, of roach and dace.—J. J... . 
_« BURNABY PISCATORIAL: SOCIETY. ae 

A complimentary visit will take place on Monday, the 19th inst,, when we shall 
bepleased to see as many friends who can give us a look inon,that occasion, .Our 
shows have been very fair during the month. Messrs. Brooks, roach and dace, 
largest roach, 1lb. 7do0z. ; dace, 120z. Messrs. S. J. and C. Hands, barbel (largest 51b.), 
roach, dace, and perch; Mr. Ansell, roach and perch; Mr. Jackson, roach; Mr, 
Marshall, roach.—R,. MARSHALL, sec. Psd Ji BAAS 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On September the 4th, Mr, Field weighed weighed-in 51b,.30z.° of Yoach, winning 
Mr, Chambers’s prize ;, Messrs, Kirtland, Maynard, Lee, and Charles also weighed-in 
roach.” On September the 11th only two members weighed-in, Mr, Maynard..and 
Mr, Charles weighed-in dace.—A. CLARK. ae ee 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. lt is deen 

Messrs. J. W. Morgan, J. Morgan, and H. Young have been out, and had some good 
sport in the Ouse, one day’s take being 211b. l4oz. of fish, consisting of three perch, 
1lb. 150z. gross, one small jack, one chub, four dace 11b. 9oz., fourteen roach Tlb., 
and sixteen roach 5lb. 130z., the two largest roach weighing 1lb, loz. each. Mem- 
bers are requested to attend Wednesday nights at 8.30 punctually. Subscriptions to 
October 31st are now due; all remittances for same should be forwarded: to the 
secretary as early as possible.—A. H.. HVANS. sec. ix gidienalel Gcaiee 

vith j ; é -CLAPTON, ....: ns al wedi donee 
The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair, Previous minutes were signed and general business transacted, including 
election of two new members nominated last week.’ Mr. Smith’ reported his take of 
75lb. fine jack from private waters, the largest 141b. ; nothing under 41b, taken, © Mr. 
Beck had two trout and two fine dace (these latter going 1lb. 80z.) from St. Mar- 
garet’s, with a fly. Mr. Wilks had good sport with some fine roach and dace at 
Stone’s Water at Sewardstone, witha fly,and Mr. Hicks also reported success there 
bottom-fishing, having secured some handsome roach. Both these gentlemen spoke 
very highly of this water (rented by our society), which is really an excellent pre- 
served stretch of several miles, for which day tickets are issued by Mr. Stone to 
anglers generally. The water is within a short walk from: Ponder’s End Station 
(G.E.R.), and for so short a distance from town will compare very favourably 
with many vaunted waters at great distances.. We had a number of visitors at 
our meeting, whom we were very pleased to see. A cordial vote of thanks to 
the chairman closed the proceedings. os 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 5 02 Bom 

Some of our members were out on the 11th inst., and the following gentlemen 
weighed-in :—Mr, F. Barrett, bream, 2lb. 1ljoz.; Mr. A. Barrett, bream, 11b, 9302. ; 
Mr, Pilgrim, roach, 1lb. 7ioz.; Mr. Sampson, roach, 11b. loz.; Mr. Newbon, roach, 
1lb. 140z. ; Mr, Langton, roach, 3lb. 840z.; and Mr. Severn, roach, 2lb, 430z, Our 
next meeting has been arranged to take place on the 2nd of October (the week after 
Mr. Green’s fishing tournament), when a match will be fished for several good'prizes, 
in the association water at Rickmansworth, to start by the first train in the morning 
from Notting-hill Station, Metropolitan Railway.—H. PAMER, sec. | “+? fr Bi 

DUFFIELD ANGLING CLUB; Wpowt x : 

This rising club held their annual fishing contest on Saturday last, when thirty- 
six of its: members left their club-house, the White Hart Hotel, for Egginton, where, 
through the kindness of Mr. Bull, of the Hvery Arms, they wereallowed.to fish in 
the canal, Through the liberality of its.patrons, Sir William Hyans, Bart., Capt, H, 








e 4 5 t I 











Sepr. 17, 1887. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


169 








Strutt, Mr. Jacoby, M.P., and other gentlemen, upwards of £11 was offered for com- 
petition, It was so arranged that all catching fish should have a prize, and when 
the order was given to cease operation, it was found that all thirty-six had caught 
fish. On Monday evening the distribution.of prizes took place in the presence of 
upwards of sixty members and friends, at the hands of Mr. Headland. <A vote of 
Shanks was accorded to all the gentlemen who had subscribed for the prizes ; also to 
the secretary, Mr. Barnes, A convivial evening was spent, songs being ably 
tendered by Messrs. Winter, Barnes, Knifton, and others, The singing of “God 
rave the.Queen”’ concluded a most enjoyable evening. 
EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

The above society held its fourth match of the season on the 8th inst, at Cantley, 
when the following were declared the winners of the four prizes for competition : 
Ist, Mr. R. Tooley ; 2nd, Mr. J. S. Sterry ; 3rd, Mr. W. Lowne ; 4th, Mr. J. Chasteney. 
The members have decided to fish another match to wind up the series of bottom 
matches for the season, The place chosen is the new piece of water at Filby, which 
is open to the public, this being the first season. A cupis offered for competition by 
the Mayor, T, Burton Steward, Hsq., besides other prizes, which will be arranged 
next Monday night. Several entries have been made, anda good muster is expected. 
—wW, Lowne, hon. sec. 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

Mr. T, Barlow’s prize will be competed for on the 18th inst. 
posted in the society's rooms.—-H. T. ELDER, hon. sec. 

GREAT-HASTERN RAILWAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

It was decided at our last meeting that the above society should be enrolled in 
the Anglers’ Association. Gentlemen wishing to join should address the secretary 
protem, Meeting nights Thursdays and Sundays at 8 o’clock, Entrance fee 1s, 3d. 
Subscriptions 2s, 2d. per quarter—W. WEAVER, sec. pro tem. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special meeting thereof was held on Tuesday last, Mr. Chambers in the chair. 
Report of the competition on the 10th inst. was given by Mr. Bentley, who stated 
that 160 took part thereon ; but only the four prizes for specimen voach were secured. 
It’ was arranged that, if possible, the competition for the remaining and most 
valuable prizes should take place on Saturday, the 8th October, at St Margaret's, 
the Anglers’ Association being requested to finally decide the matter, A new 
member, Mr. A. A. Raison, was proposed, to be balloted for on the 26thinst. The 
chairman then presented the prizes, The fortunate winner of the first prize was 
Mr. Jeffries, of the St. John’s and Hoxton Brothers. After these had been suitably 
acknowledged, a cordial vote of thanks was accorded to those members of the 
Gresham who had devoted themselves to the work of the competition, to which the 


Particulars are 


chairman replied. There was an excellent attendance throughout, and, after a very 


pleasant evening, the meeting adjourned.—G, C. 
: GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Fifty members of this club fished a pegged-down match at Waltham on the 12th 
inst., for the Jubilee prizes, the winners being in order :—Messrs. W. Armsworth, 
J. Pluckrose, Pummell, 8. Sampson, Levine, H, H. Mead, and J. Smith. The prizes 
were distributed at the King’s Arms, and a most pieasant evening was spent. Our 
annual distribution of prizes takes place on Tuesday next, the 20th inst.— 


R, Murpuy, 
GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ‘following members weighed-in on the 11th inst. :—Messrs, De Perran, roach 
and dace, 101b. 7$lb. ; Stoner, 51b. 11lb. barbel, roach, and chub ; Chapman, perch, 
roach and dace, 4lb. 15%1b.; Henrie, roach, 41b. 20z.; Lambert, perch, dace, roach, 
chub, and gudgeon, 2lb. 7#lb.; Green, roach and dace ; Manley, roach ;}Hllen, roach ; 
Harrison, roach and dace; A. Crow, roach, dace, and gudgeon; J. Roach, roach ; 
Fowler, roach ; Trowbridge, roach ; Bernard, gudgeon; and J. Stanton gudgeon, 
making togethera total of over 301b.—C. B. Lumby. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary meeting of the above was held at the One Tun on Friday, the 9 
inst., when we had a good attendance, twenty-five members having registered th bh 
names. The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, and members “ir 
increased by the electionof Mr. Jonathan Stageman, whose record will add m hip 
to the prestige of this club. Hxcellent conviviality afterwards prevailed. On™Uch 
11th inst, Mr. A. E. Donaldson had a good show of bream, barbel, and chub f the 
Sunbury, weighing in all 4?1b. The last wasan excellentspecimen catch, Memrom 
will please attend in force, sharp, next Friday—business, important and finan bers 
so as to enable the secretary to prepare his report.— W. H. JOHNSON, sec. Cial— 

HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of this enterprising club went out on the 11th inst., and some 
splendid roach and perch were brought home. Messrs. T. Thompson, 18lb.; J. 
Thompson, 12lb.; Drainpipe, 4lb. roach; Searle, 3lb.; P. Fair, 2lb. perch. The 
club met at their club-house on the 13th inst., and an angling competition was 
arranged for some valuable prizes. Particulars will appear in this paper in due 
course.—P, FATR, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

As notified last week, the Ghurney Testimonial Fund will be brought before the 
meeting on Wednesday next, the 21st inst., when it is hoped that there will bea 
good muster of the members, The next return visit (No. 1 Eastern District) will 
be to this society on Tuesday, the 27th inst, Mr. T. Goodwins had a show of roach 
from the Lea on Wednesday, the 14th inst.—H. B. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the'llth inst. Mr. Culpitt had jack, from the Welsh Harp; Mr. Dunning, 
chub ; Mr. Hill, roach and dace, 10lb.; Mr. Swain, roach ; Mr. Greenwood, roach and 
perch, from the Thames. Our next outing will be to Rickmansworth on October 2, 
to start from Swiss Cottage at 8.36 a.m,, when we fish for six prizes of 10s. 6d. each, 
A special general meeting has been called for Thursday, 22nd inst., to consider 
important business.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The match arranged to take place on the 11th inst, came off at Cookham, two of 
the three prizes being taken by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Weller respectively. Sport 
was not of the best. Several members fished other waters with varied success, the 
best show being Mr, Seigenberg’s 7lb. 120z. of roach.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec, 

NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our tables were covered with fish, over 50lb. of roach among three members, Mr. 
Goldsworthy heading the list with 3llb., 11 fish averaging 1lb. 30z, each ; Mr, 
Foulger next, with two well-filled trays; and Mr. Melburn bringing up the rear 
with a very neat tray of roach. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a strong muster of the members present last Tuesday evening, to take 
into consideration the series of prizes for the season. The first series of five valuable 
prizes will be fished for on 18th September, the water selected being from the Rye 
House Bridge to St. Margaret’s Loch, on the River Lea. The match for the 
president’s silver cup was fished for at Weybridge on the 11th September last, Mr. 
W. Matthews winning with a brace of jack. The next competition for the cup will 
take place on the 25th September, at Amberley, from Houghton Bridge to Timberley 
Railway Bridge. The scores, or wins, for the cup now stand as follows : Mr. Otjen, 
2; Mr, Kemp, 2; Mr. Durant, 1; Mr. Gardham, 1; Mr. Beard, 1; Mr. Watkins, 1 ; 
Mr, Matthews, 1. The cup has to be won three times before it becomes the property 
of the winner.—W. R,. MarrHews, sec. | In reply to your query, the exact measure - 
ment from the centre drain to Kingston Bridge is 60ft. 4in.— ED. ] 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY.» 

There was a smaller meeting than usual on Wednesday last. Mr. Reginald 
Booker was unanimously voted to the chair, The minutes having been duly con- 
firmed, the chairman read a telegram from one of our members from Perth, who 
had taken seven salmon during the day, the largest 1$lb. Mr, Fennings gave a most 
interesting account of his fishing in Hampshire ; the grayling-fishing was excellent, 
and the roach-fishing very good, but the river was exceedingly low and very weedy. 
He has also been to the Welland, and had fairly good sport with the roach. His re: 


marks were much applauded. Mr. HE. J. Walker gave his experience of fishing at 
Ringwood. The sport was bad. He was much surprised to hear that the small 
grayling were taken from the river in enormous quantities, most not more than Gin. 
long ; this was considered by the members present a very great pity, which the 
owners would do well to take measures to prevent. A member had a splendid day 
with the trout; he took the following with fly in one day—viz., one 44, 4, 34, 34, and 
341b., and returned several fish over 2lb. each. Mr. Adlington killed 24 sea-trout ; 
and Mr, Gray one 4}lb. with fly, in Cumberland. The healths of Mr, H. T. Sachs, 
Mr, Thomas Huggett, and Mr. De Conry were proposed as the successful anglers. 
Mr. Huggett advised the members not to go to the Thames unless a fresh run of 
water took place. Mr. Sachs humorously described his show of roach, which, 
although small, gave him much pleasure and one of the happy moments of his life. 
Mr. De Courcey alsoreplied, A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman terminated a 
very pleasant evening. Mr. Carter, after the chair was vacated, sent two fine roach 
from Wraysbury, 1lb. 80z, and Ib, 20z. respectively. —T. H. 
PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual match in connection with this society took place on Saturday last in 
the canal at Swarkestone, by kind permission of Sir Vauncey Crewe, Bart. The 
members, numbering 100, left their club-house (Arboretum Hotel) about 2 p.m, in 
breaks, provided by Messrs. Allin (Friar-gate) and Riley, and on arrival at the 
Crewe and Harpur Arms, Swarkestone, the drawing for places was proceeded with ; 
the members then took up their alioted positions on the canal side, and business was 
commenced. Time was called at 5.30 p.m., when the fish were collected by the 
umpires. The party then returned to the Crewe and Harpur Arms, and after par- 
taking of refreshments returned to Derby. The weighing-in then took place, and 
the following were the chief prize-takers :—Ist prize, L. Brookhouse ; 2nd, W. Rat- 
cliffe ; 3rd, G. Beach ; 4th, I. Aston ; 5th, W. Fenton; 6th, R. Harrison ; 7th, F. H. 
Pratt; 8th, R. Stevenson ; 9th, J. Beardsley ; 10th, W. A. Taft; 11th, 8. Griffiths ; 
12th, S. Allen ; 13th, W. Biddle. Several other prizes were given, The prizes were 
numerous and costly. Special articles were kindly presented by Messrs. Kirby, G. 
Peach (St. Peter’s-street), Saxton, Murphy, Moore (London-road), Martin, and 
Gregory. The prizes were afterwards distributed by Mr. Huson in the absence of 
the chairman, Mr, Cadman, who was away from home. The society has on lease the 
right of fishing in the Derwent from Derby to the point where it enters the river 
Trent, and also a large stretch of the latter river from the fence below Sawley Weir 
to Sutton’s and Crowder’s Eaves. The society is in a very flourishing condition, as, 
after payment of all expenses, which have been very heavy, the balance in hand for 
the year just ended is £83 12s. 103d. Mr. C. F, Roe has been re-elected president of 
the society, as also were Messrs. J. Cadman and Thos. Whyman, as chairman and 
hon, sec. respectively. The club now musters 250 members, 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 11th, T, Till had 741b. of roach, dace, and gudgeon; T. Lines, 61b. of 
roach, dace, and barbel ; J. Teacle, about 51b. roach and dace ; J. Wigley, 3lb. roach 
and dace; and I, Davis had dace from the Thames ; H. Haine had jack, roach, and 
dace ; F. E. Selth, dace; R. Selth, roach and dace ; and T, Smith had roach, dace, 
and gudgeon from the Lea, At the meeting held on the 14th it was decided to 
request the committee to meet on Monday evening next, to make arrangements for 
the September competition. The Ghurney Testimonial was read, and a sum was 
voted from the funds; but members wishing to add their mite can do so by for- 
warding the same to—PIXIE. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Sept. 11th our outing took place at Ware. Nine of our members turaed up, 
and although sport was rather poor, we managed to settle all the prizes as follows : 
—Messrs. Pettitt, 1; Holman, 2; Jacobs, 3; McLeay also had perch, On Sept. 13th 
we settled our outing for Tuesday next, the 20th, at Egham, towing-path only ; all 
fish, bar jack ; one rod; Waterloo, 9.38 train ; return from Staines, 7.5. Mr. Tick- 
ner weighed-in roach, 3lb. 30z,—PELICAN, 

ST, JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

At the competition promoted by the Gresham Angling Society, held last Saturday 
at Ponder’s End, one of our members, Mr. Charles Jeffreys, was fortunate in winning 
the first prize for the largest roach, On the 10th inst., several of our members were 
out, and had fish, but Mr. Broad was the only one to weigh-in (roach), The attend- 
ance at our weekly smoking concert last Tuesday was a very large one, On the 18th 
inst, we compete for three prizes at Ellstree—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec, 

ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The result of the competition for the grand series on Sept. 11th, only first prize 
taken, the fortunate member being Mr. Gibbs. Several other members had fish, but 
not sufficient to take a prize—THIRSTY TIDDLER. 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A series of smoking concerts will be held at the society’s club-house the first 
Thursday in each month, in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, the first concert 
to take place on the 29th inst. On the llth inst, Mr, W.Coxhead had some fine 
roach and perch, largest perch scaling 1lb.; Mr. J. Jones had bream and roach ; 
Mr. A. Dean showed some good roach, largest 1lb. 20z.; Mr. A. McQuin, roach ; Mr. 
W. Shead, roach ; and Mr. J. Taylor also had roach.—W. S. W. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 11th inst., but met with 
rather bad sport. Mr. W. Tyler, bream; Mr. H. Tyler, roach; and Mr. F, Watts, 
roach. Other members were out, but returned with blanks,—H. T. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The ordinary weekly meeting took place on the 15th inst., Mr, Bayley presiding. 
The minutes were confirmed, The second grand outing will take place on the 18th 
inst, at Wateringbury, all members to go by the 7.23 train from London Bridge in 
the morning; roving competition ; usual conditions. Mr, Gibberd was proposed as 
an honorary member, and will be elected in due course.—MILLER’s THUMB. 


Dr a a 





THE QUESTION OF FISHING FROM THE TOWING-PATH OF THE MEDWAY,—On 
Tuesday, at the Tunbridge Police-court, Henry Bishop and John William Green, two 
men belonging to Plumstead, were summoned by the Local Fish Preservation 
Society for angling in the river Medway foot towing-path below the town on the 
24th July. The defendants set up the right to fish, Mr, G, D, Warner, solicitor, 
who prosecuted for the society, said that his clients had gone to great trouble and 
expense in preserving the river Medway and its tributary streams. Of late years 
there had been large incursions of men from London and other places, who fished 
from the banks without taking tickets, Many of these men caused great damage to 
the crops, and as the riparian owners complained, the society took these proceedings 
to puta stop toit. ‘There was no desire to drive any true fisherman from the river 
if they only took a 6d, ticket, and so placed themselves under the rules and regula- 
tions of the society. As to the right alleged, it was clearly laid down in “ Pearce v. 
Scotcher,” Q.B., L.R., 1882, that no length of user would give a right to fish ia a non- 
tidal river even if navigable. Mr, E. Hollomby, hon. sec., and James Foster, water- 
bailiff, proved the case. The defendants, who denied that they were asked to pur- 
chase a ticket, were fined 5s. and 10s. costs each, which they at once paid, 


Tur SALMON SEASON IN THE LAKE District.—The season for salmon fishing 
with nets in the Lake District closed on Wednesday, and, although short, it has been 
a very successful one. During the time of the drought thousands of fish lay at the 
estuaries of the rivers, but were prevented from running by want of water. Since 
the drought ended, however, the run has continued heayy, and the nets have been 
fairly successful. Owing to the want of: water, the fishermen farthest out in the 
estuaries have had most fish, and these have become fewer as the rivers were 
entered, The Arnside and Morcambe nets have been most successful in the Kent, 
though in the Leven the salmon and sea-fish have simply swarmed, In the latter 
river, upon one occasion, two fishermen had 1écwt,. of fish, whilst other remarkable 
takes have also been had, As for some years by far the most fish have run after the 
net season, there is a general feeling that this ought to he extended by a fortnight, 
No sign of disease has been noticed as yet.—J. W, 
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EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


> THK NEW “ACME” LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not ¥ 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 





SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 









_ “ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
iy-fishing (No.0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


Rk. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


best lines I ever had.” 


“ [ have used the ImproveD ‘ AOME’ Linz last season and this. 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 


YOU HAVE QOT HOLD OF AN Al 


LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR I'T.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Chotmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ** Whiplash” Taper are now So'ely Manufactured by us. 


With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 3d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s.3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 





IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 


important points. 


The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 


&c., Without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 


weight. 


This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named, 


For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 


however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FISHING GAZETTE, 


September, 1886. 





Position of Hooks as 
seen from Wing 
Points. 


Outline when viewed 
from beneath, when on 
water. 


DAVE lr ee Bae 


Price 2d. per yard. 





“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W. H, ALpAm, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making,” 


Price—Rustlesa Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen. Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 paces sndieves BOO et ead tenieere largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
olesale : amps. 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


BATON AND DELLER, |Angling Reminiscences, 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


ANGLERS, OBSERVE!!! 


‘“Ye Pluckie Perch ”’ 


Is the bect place to obtain the utmost value for Cash in Fishing Rods & Tackle. 
BOTTOM RODS, Stained Ash, ringed, brass butt, 1s, 3d. each. Ditto, ditto, with winch fittings, 
from 2s. Ditto, Cane, 4 joints, ringed and plugged, from 4s. 6d. Superior qualities at equally low 
prices. SPINNING DITLTO, Stained Ash, 2 joints, winch fittings, from 3s. each, BOTTOM and 
SPINNING RODS Combined, Hickory, brazed ends, 4 joints, winch fittings, in bag, complete, from 
6s. 6d. FLY RODS, Hickory, 4 joints, brazed ends, &c., in bag, 73s, 6d. Best Greenheart, brazed and 
tapered butt, in bag, very superior, lls. 6d. REEL3, Nottingham, from 1s.; with adjustable check, 
5s.; ditto Metal, with check, from 2s, GUT CASTING LINES, 8 yards, 3d, each ; best,4jd. HOOKS, 
best, on gut, from 5d. dozen. FLIES, best Trout, 1s. per dozen. 
SPECIALITY.—PLAITED SILK LINES (warranted pure) :—Fine, 30yds., 9d.; 40yds., 1s. Medium, 
tOyds., 1s. 531. Stout, 75yds., 3s. 131. 
SEND FOR PRICE LISTS TO 


Henry Richardson, 77, Finsbury Pavement, Moorgate Street. 
See recommendations in FISHING GAZETTE of Aug 2 and Oct. 18. 1884. 
ILLUSTRATED LIST OF PRIZES FOR FISHING MATCHES SENT POST FREER. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST ‘['Hf A the World Produces 
AT: =9. Aw POUND: 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s, and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 


Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on A pplication. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE, 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C. ; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIRCUS, W.; 7, WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 384, HIGH HOLBORN, W.0., LONDON. 


E.C, 














BY} 


FRANCIS FRANCIS, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
188, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 


B. A. Bambridge, 


MANUFACTURER OF HIGH- 
CLASS 


RODS AND 
TACKLE 


For all Parts of the 
World. 


NEW LIST now ready, Six 
Stamps, 150 pages, 100 illustra- 
tions. 






ESTABLISHED 1799. 
FSTABLISHED 1790, 


ETON-ON-THAMES. 


“It appears a most carefully 
and ably prepared Catalogue ; in 
> = fact, the most complete, I fancy, 
we ; ever published.’—H,. CHOLMONDE- 
LEY-PENNELL, Esq. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
a UP WHILE CaSTING. < 
Sold by the principal deglers in London and the Provinces. In_ ordering, please to specify the 
{MPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unieaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea. 














3 eas 40 Putney. 
Made with a tangod, rim. to,preyen, be Cats oo sammermnith, 
In two sizes :—4fin. wide, jin. deep; or din. wide, Add 50 Fp Barnes, 
lin, deep. 2 55 re Kew. 
New ——_—_——_— 75 A Richmond. 
FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR Mgprovst Gitvet s0  ” ‘Twickenham, 
AND NET.t « 1887 GRATIS. Dadi Met, 85 : Teddington. 


’ 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 


at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


JSAMES OGDEN For Timzs of High WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 
y) Morning, Afternoon, 


Saturday, September 1 nec oes 1.18 aL bck: 1.42 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM,|) = {iniy, be Same gg et att glic foc (a 224 





b 





Monday, . 19 ASC Ar 2.46 ans rt 3.7 
PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY Tuesday, 20 SE 50 3.30 nee nae 3.52 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. Wednesday, 4‘ 21 cas ae 4,14 tie wat 4.36 
Thursday, a3 22 ag ose 4,57 rd ace 5.19 
FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. Friday, » 28 Ty 5.42 nitions 6.5 
“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenhara.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in | Gr River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light, and has such an elastic spring Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter ~la Ne, “London. aoe dada 


(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigue 
to the arm, while it is, at the sleet ee strong enough Nahe gig to battle suerte with 
the strong trout of the Test, on w ich Lam now fishing with it. e Keeper said to-day, after trying 

it, ‘You will never get a ‘better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish to do so. Fishing with it isa THE LOWER THAMES. 
positive luxury.”— COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 








GENERAL REMARKS. 
Another Thames trout season is past and gone, and it carries with it no very 
1 66 8 ” remarkable results, The earlier portion, and until the general angling commenced, 
J AMES OGDEN S MULTU I Pp y FLY RODS A everything was against the prospect of sport, and when the great army of anglers 
_| are on the wpa pegs ow fishers never expect to do much. The last two or 
RA, three days of the season has, owever, added to the bill of mortality, and at Moulse 

PRICE ONE GUINEA it will be found two trout have been taken, three at Sunbury, zt at Walton, ma 
one at Chertsey. There may have been one or two others, the report of which has 
not yet come to hand. The period when fear is entertained for the safety of the 
river is now beginning to dawn, but the same effective arrangements that have 
been carried out by the keepers of the T.A.P.S. and the Thames Conservancy, will be 
in force supplemented this time, it is hoped, with the assistance of the police. The 
great demand for white fish, and the price given, is a great temptation to poach ; 
put with the vigilance that will be employed, it will be found difficult to net the 

Thames, 





«“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENN ELL, Fsq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum 
in Parvo” Rod :—* You sent me & Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 


rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make apy use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 
glad that you should do so. Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 



























ANGLING RESULTS. 

Ricumonp.—Christopher Brown, in seven days, 100lb, of roach and dace, and 
seven barbel. Job Brain, sen., in six days, 90lb., and two barbel. Job Brain, jun., 
in four days, 68lb, Henry Howard, in five days, 90lb. F, Brown in six 
days, 1001b. 

TPWICKENHAM,.—T, Anger, one day, with Mr. Cotterall, 271b. of roach ; and in four 
other days, 78lb. of roach and dace, and two bream. George Chamberlain, in one 
day, with Mr. Beard, 401b. of roach, all good fish ; and another day, with the same 
gentleman, twelve dozen of similar fish. J. Dobbin, in seven days, 1321b., and eight 
parbel. J. Frost, in six days, 84lb. E. Finch, in seven days, 112Ib., three bream, 
apd one barbel. Pert Hammerton, in seven days, 130lb., and two barbel. R. Moffatt, 
in six days, 80lb. H. Spiers, in six anda half days, 92lb., and one bream, John 
Spong, in seven days, fifty-nine dozen, two barbel, and three bream. J. Wiggins, 
in three days, 57lb. Mr. G. H. Wright, of the White Swan, one day in two hours 
fly-fishing, six dozen of fine dace ; and another day, in one hour ana three-quarters, 
about seven dozen. 

TppDINGTON.—J. Baldwin with Mr. Earwacker, in six days, thirty-two dozen of 
roach and dace, and two jack, weighing 6lb. ©. Baldwin, in two days and two half- 
days, twenty-eight dozen, and one perch. W. McBride, in four and a half days, 
eighteen dozen, three dozen of gudgeon, and two jack, The water in the tideway is 
all that could be desired, and abounds with fish. 

Krnaston.— John Johnson, sen., says :—“* I have been getting roach and dace 
this week ; but the roach are so small, four out of five have to be returned ; the 
gudgeon, on the other hand, are all very fine, up to 7in. in length.” John Johnson, 
jun., has been doing about the same; but by late fishing has got five bream and a 
jack of 3lb. J. Wilks has been getting roach, dace, and gudgeon. Bank fishing by 
night has fallen off. 

Long Drrron.—C. Buttery, during the week, eight dozen of roach and dace in 
the day, and in barbel-fishing, eight fish, the largest 41b, A gentleman fishing by 
himself, one jack of 5lb., and another of 3lb. 

THAMES Dirron.—H. Rogerson, in two days, five dozen of gudgeon, three dozen 
of roach and dace, and a barbel of 21b. BR. Whatford, in one day, thirteen dozen of 
gudgeon, and five dozen of roach and dace ; another day, twelve dozen of gudgeon ; 
and another day, thirteen dozen. 

East Movu.sey.—Mr. Cousins, fishing from his own boat, one trout of 5}lb., and 
another of 341b. The fihermen have been getting about five dozen of roach and 
dace in the day. 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in four days, eighteen dozen of roach, and seven 
parbel. Alfred Stroud, in three days, twelve dozen of roach, twenty dozen of gud- 
geon, four barbel, and three trout, weighing respectively 53, 4, and 3$lb. John 
Stroud, in six days, thirty-one dozen of roach, seven barbel, and twenty-two dozen 
of gudgeon. T. Stroud, jun., in four days, twenty-five dozen of roach, four barbel, 
and eighteen dozen of gudgeon, Edward Clarke, during the week, fourteen dozen 
of roach and dace, forty-two barbel, one jack of 74lb., and another of 6}lb. J. Lock, 
in one day, eighteen dozen of roach and dace, and two barbel, the largest 41b. ; and 
in the other portion of the week, twenty dozen of roach and dace. A gentleman 
fishing by himself caught a barbel of 4}1b.,and another of 34h. 

WALTON.—H. Searle, in one day, seven bream and some roach and dace. The 
return of sport from the Swan Hotel with A. Lavey is as follows ;—QOne Gay, eight 
pream ; another day, five bream, three parbel, and four dozen of roach and dace ; 
another day, in the morning, a nice assortment of roach and dace ; another day, with 
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MANCHESTER LINES. 


NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
From EDWARD OTTO-PARTRIDGE, Esq. 


«“ Llanwareth, Builth , Jan. 16th, 1872. 

“ Dast year I had one of your make of Taper 
Salmon Lines through Mr. Hotchkis, of Llanwisk. 
There may be some prejudice against your new 
make of lines, but cannot imagine why ; for asa 

Sole makers and inventors of the Thrible Cable | fisherman of 40 years, I have found nothing to 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout | compare with them.” 

Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :— Your 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before |Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
worked intothe centre of the salmon line, so that | nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We | never get s0 long or fine a cast from a plaited 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 | line as from one of your well-made cables.” 

years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—“ I am send- 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- | ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- | dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
Jand, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- retains its former strength.” 

tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English General Prior. Panjaub, India, writes :—“ Iam 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on | highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- | hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as | well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
having greater casting power, and more durable. zpeaks well of them.” 

Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :— The 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable. Taper | Manchester Lines have three special merits—they 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they | are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— | ing the effect of water much longer than other 
therefore do not cut through the wind or place lines.” 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- N.B.—Every.class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they | to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them | with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
or four years’ hard work.” SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 











A SPECIALITY. A SPECIALITY. 
OXFORD 


SMOKING MIXTURE. 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. 31b., Post free, 1s. 7d, 


JOHN MAYO & SON, 
GIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD. 
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a gentleman and two little boys, eight bream and five dozen of roach and dace ; 
another day, with Mr. Sich, a mixed bag of bream, roach, and dace; and another 
day, with two gentlemen, a nice take of bream, Mr. Biggs, fishing from the Small 


Weir at Walton with a fly, one trout and a good quantity of dace. 


SHEPPERTON.—F, Purdue, in one day, five dozen of gudgeon and two dozen of 
roach and dace ; and another day, four dozen of roach and dace and three dozen of 


gudgeon. 


WeryBripGEe.—Col. Leach, with Herbert Curr, in one day, ten dozen of roach 


and dace, 


CuERTSEY.—L. Hackett, in one day, seven bream, one perch, and one trout ; and 
J. Poulter, 


in one day, five dozen of roach and dace and one barbel j another day, six dozen ; and 


another day, seven dozen of roach and dace and nine dozen of gudgeon. 


another day, seven dozen, 


PENntTON Hoox.—F, Collier, in one day, seven dozen of roach and dace ; and another 


day, seven barbel and one jack, 
STAINES,—J. Keene, jun., in two days, ten dozen of roach and dace. 





UPPER THAMES. 


Rain is still much needed to improve the condition of the river before fishing can 
The stream only just crawls along ata snail’s pace, 
Not any fishing, in 
the true acceptation of the same, will be obtained until a push of water cleanses all 
In the Windsor district some fair bags of barbel and 


be in the least remunerative, 
and is redolent with rotting weeds and summer débris, 
the present impurities away. 
roach have been had; but the Maidenhead, Cookham, and Marlow waters are silent, 
At Hurley, Mr, Troupe, amid a pretty sample of chub, got a perch of 23lb. In the 
Aston waters, a fisherman from Ezham, whilst roach-fishing with paste, captured a 
pretty trout of 341b, just within the season. The fish was served up at the Flower- 
Pot Hotel, and eaten with a gusto which spoke volumes for both fish and cook, 
Thursday night : Rain falling fast. Hope it will continue for days is the fervent 
wish of—MARLow Buzz, Sept. 15. 
Thames (Datchet). ‘ 

We are still badly in want of some rain to freshen the water. The late rain has 
had no effect in the least—in fact, I was having better sport before the rain. Done 
nothing last week but gudgeon fishing ; caught them in any quantities. Out on the 
13th with Messrs. Catford and Green at the barbel; they want a lot of patience, 
We got a few small ‘ones, and one barbel 911b, fell to the rod of Mr. C. O, Green. 
He kept up the contest for half an hour—a very fine fish, 2ft. 6in. long, and 16in. in 
the girth. Jack ought to be on the feed now ; but I am afraid the weeds are too 
plentiful to contend with,—@., LUMSDEN, 

Thames (Dockett Point). 

Fishing during the last fortnight: First day, eight dozen gudgeon ; next day, 
twelve dozen, one perch ; next day, six dozen dace, one barbel ; next day, ten dozen 
gudgeon, one barbel, 5lb., several roach and dace ; next day, four dozen dace, one 
barbel, one perch, seven dozen gudgeon.—_JAMES HASLETT, 


Thames (Goring). 

Water got very clear again, perch coming on better, and gudgeons biting very 
well, My two best days, fifteen dozen of gudgeon and two dozen of very good 
perch—largest perch over a pound—and two jack.—JoHN Rusu, Sept, 15th, 

Thames (Windsor). 

Whilst the Thames is being described as an ink-bottle in the tidal waters, anglers 
here are complaining of its extreme brightness, and with just cause, as after the 
recent downpours they expected it would get a little coloured, and thus enhance 
their chance of sport ; ho wever, though barbel and jack are very shy, excellent sport 
has been had amongst chub, roach, dace, and gudgeon. Of chub, Mr. Redrup, of 
Wycombe, had over six dozen in one day, but small, Three gentlemen from Kton, 
on the “Surly Hall” Reach, had just four hundred gudgeon and three perch—this 
is the best catch so far this season ; Mr. Herbert, of Windsor, and friends just over 
twenty dozen; Mr, G, Wright and two brothers, a very fine basket of seventeen 
dozen. Perhaps the quickest gudgeon catching possible was had by Messrs. Summers 
and Styan, of Windsor, who, in one hour, caught seven and a half dozen, taking 
from one swim on three occasions over eighteen dozen. A very handsome barbel 
was caught with a few others on the 13th inst., by Mr, Catford, out with Lumsden, 
of Datchet ; it weighed 971b., and has been sent for preservation, Brightness of 
water must be the cause of jack not being had; and I know of only three sizeable 
fish—one an extremely poor specimen, which I weighed, going 6lb, 20z., should have 
been quite 101b. This, with another of 2lb, 14oz., was taken by Mr, Summers, of 
Windsor, An incident in connection with this capture is worth recording : whilst 
Mr. 8. was playing the smaller fish it was seized by the larger one, and taken quite 
twenty yards before it would release its hold, the marks of its teeth across the 
shoulder being very distinct. On trying for the larger fish he got four runs before 
securing it. On examination I found either a malformation of the upper jaw, or at 
some time it must have lost part by breaking away from some angler. The other 
jack was a nice plump fish of 41b., taken by Mr. Harbard, of Eton. A deal more rain 
required to colour the water, when barbel and jack will, doubtless, feed better and 
angling improve all round,—B, R. BAMBRIDGH, Sept. 14, 





} : Ancholme (Caistor). 

Since the advent of inclement weather there has been a great falling off in the 
number of anglers, but such as have faced the elements have had very fair sport, 
Pike have begun to feed better, but as yet there is but little trolling or spinning, 
One man, at Brigg, who should he styled the “ champion,” has caught since the com- 
mencement of the season nearly a ton of fish. I took sixteen trout, Montinalis and 
hybrids, on a “ reservoir ” last Thursday ; the largest was 190z., the smallest 7oz. 
Both Loch Levens and Fontinalis are now assuming those darker hues which pre- 
cede the spawning season, and many of them are now full of eggs. The flies I used 
were Windermere, Broughton Point, and Cow-dung Fly, all dressed lake size. In 
the brooks trout-fishing might very well be extended to the endof October, and 
March and knocked off the calendar. This is a desirable reform, which might with 
heart be applied to the majority of trout waters——THomAs Forp, Caistor, 

ept. 13. 
s ._ Berwick-on-Tweed. 

The Tweed has been in receipt of a constant succession of small spates throughout 
the week. It is now clearing ; but its condition is uncertain, as there as been a good 
deal of rainfall here, and most likely in the west also. A few anglers have had 
tidy takes of nice trout, about 41b. weight altogether, in three or four hours’ fishing, 
The netting season closes to-day (Sept. 14th), and has been a productive one for the 
last fortnight. The coast fishings have had a good time of it in particular, large 
arrivals coming to the fish-house from all stations. From the pier the fish have 
been seen jumping out of the sea by scores within a few minutes, so that there 
appears a good prospect for the upper proprietors of Tweedside. The poachers will 
be in full blast without much, if any, delay. They are a numerous company here— 
rather too much so,—J, J, HIL1s, 

Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 

After the flood of last week the water has been in splendid ply, and some good 
baskets have been made. On the Sth, Mr, Perey, two dozen ; Mr. Matthews and 
Mr. J. J. Hardy had two dozen from the evening rise in an hour. On the 9th, Mr. 
and Mrs. Percy had two dozen and Seven ; Mr. Matthews, two and a half dozen ; and 
Mr. J. J, Hardy three and a half dozen, best fish 11b. On the 10th, Mr, Percy had 
two dozen and five; Mr. Snowball, two dozen ; Mr. Leighton, four and a half dozen, 
best fish 14lb.; Mr, Fail, three dozen, best fish 1lb, ; Mr. Thomas Clarke, three 
dozen, best fish 1jlb.; Mr. Matthews and Mr, J. J. Hardy, out in afternoon, got four 
and a half dozen between them, On the 12th, Mr, Matthews, three dozen j LE peas 
J, Hardy, four and a, half dozen, To-day (the 13th) the water is down again, and 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


E. Keene, 
jun,, in six days, forty dozen of roach and dace and three barbel, the largest 8lb, Goz, 


Serr, 17, 1887. 


will be (Gif no more rain) in good order to-morrow. The baskets got on the 10th by 
Mr. Leighton and party were really splendid, the fish running to a good average. A 
few bull-trout have been seen, but not sufficient quantity to tempt anyone to take 
up a salmon-rod ; but the present flood will be sure to bring them up, and there is 
every prospect of a good back-end fishing, The flies at present on the water are the 
Needle Brown and Blue Quill, witha few Olive Duns, A blue hackle and green or 
yellow body, Prince Charlie, and Hardy’s Fayourite have done best. HARDY 
Broruers, Sept, 13. 
Chichester. 


The weather, that important feature in all sports, has the past week been satis- 
factory to the angler, and rendered the Hastings Cricket Festival a grand success, 
The rivers generally are in excellent condition. From the upper reaches of the 
Ouse some heavy roach have been taken ; but the small pike seem almost cleared 
out ; two rods alone have taken over forty fish, averaging 3lb., in the last two 
months, A visitor on Monday lost a, heavy specimen through fouling sunken timber. 


Excellent roach are to be had near Steyning, on the Adur, and heavy carp are obtain- 
able in “the bend” at almost any state of the tide, The Rother, Selham, is in good 
order. Some fine roach are reported, and dace have afforded sport with fly. The 
proprietor of the Three Moles will pilot visitors to the bestswims, Chichester Canal, 
always in order in drought or flood, has afforded good sport, but the bream and 
roach taken are small, The heavy fish are wary, and require a great deal of coax- 
ing ; the largest bream recorded this season scaled 3lb.100z. Bass and mullet are 
affording sport in the harbours and on the coast ; one fish of 8lb. was taken on the 
11th inst. In the Arun trimmering is resorted to, the trimmers going up and down 
with the tide. The weather, as I write, has changed for the worse ; rain falling 
heavily,—GrorGE F, SALTER, Sept. 15, 


Derwent (Ambergate). 


The Derwent, owing to the heavy rains of overnight, is rising fast and much dis- 
coloured, and there is at last every prospect of a good freshet, which will stir up 
the fish, and cleanse the bed of the stream from the rotten weeds and vegetation 
which have accumulated during the long drought. The prospects of bottom-fishing 
are good for the next few days, and by Monday it should be in good condition for 
the fly. The past week has been too unsettled to admit of much fishing being done, 
A few grayling have been taken from the Whatstandwell length with the Yellow 
Dun, Whirling Blue Dun, and Smock flies. Mr. Mason, Mr, Smith, and Mr. W. 
Glossop being the most successful,—AMBER Down, Sept, 15. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

The river has been clear enough this last week, though some fair sport has been 
had. A dish of 6} brace was taken with an Olive Dun by a clergyman fishing at 
Rochester on Monday. A bag of seven fair-sized fish was landed by a member 
of the Birdsgrove Club, on the Club water, on Saturday last ; these were taken 
with the little Pale Blue, we believe—our information is not positive, 
on this point, however. Seven heavy trout were taken with the minnow from the 
Dove, near to Thorpe Pastures on Wednesday, the natural being the bait used. Two 
of these fish scaled over 1lb.; the remainder were almost equally good fish. We 
had a good deal of rain on the 11th inst ; also some on Wednesday, Sport prospects 
are, therefore, brightening. There is every probability of our getting a first-rate 
season for grayling-fishing, from the look-out at present.—FosTeR Brotunrs, Ash- 


bourne, 
Esk (Cumberland). 

Anglers in the lower waters of the Esk have made heavy creels this week. On 
Tuesday, Mr. J. B. Slater landed a—salmon of 18lb.; on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Mr. W. G. Stubbs killed 431b, of grilse, whiting, and sea-trout with worm and fly ; 
and Mr, Jonathan Beck, Dalston, had similar takes. Several Longtown anglers had 
heavy baskets. On Thursday, Mr, Routledge, of Carlisle, in the course of a half. 
day’s angling in the Esk, killed a salmon of 1331b., three grilse of 6lb., 51b., 41b., 
and 53lb. of whiting, One day last week, a Longtown angler, fishing in the Hsk, 
hooked a stot near the Roost. He was well hooked in the mouth with a large fly, 
and an exciting run of two hours across the holmes took place. With the assistance 
of the river-watcher, he was landed in Mr, Tinning’s byre at Bush-on-Hsk, On the 
same day, the same angler succeeded in hooking himself, and a surgical operation 
had to be performed by Dr. McLachlan, ; 

Eden (Carlisle). 

Salmon anglers are getting a foretaste of the good things in store for them this 
autumn. Itis a fortuight too early for good fishing, as it is only within the last 
ten days that there has been sufficient water in the river to let the heavy autumn 
fish up, and the first run of fish generally make tracks as fast as possible to the 
higher reaches. Still, odd fish are now to be seen rising in most of the pools, and 
whenever the river is in good ply there is a fair chance of rising one. On Tuesday, 
Major Howie, of Warwick Hall, killed a small fish, and his water keeper had one 
over 201b, On the same day Mr. G. H, Dixon landed a 25lb, fish in the Netherby 
water, and one or two fish were taken in the Esk below Longtown. The best sport 
I have heard of this season was had by Mr. Wm. Routledge in the Esk, on Thursday 
the 8th inst. After one o'clock he killed a salmon of 131b., three grilse, And 101b, of 
herlings ; in all 35lb, All the rivers are again in partial flood,—SILvER-GRey, 

Ilfracombe: 

Some very fair baskets have been taken on several occasions ; but the unsettled 
state of the weather renders it unsafe for boats to venture out for any length of 
time, The largest catch taken during the week was 241b., and several others ranging 
from 101lb. upwards. Rod and line fishing very fair. Whiting pout and codling 
most plentiful. Wind 8.S,W., with heavy showers of rain.—E, Commr. 

Idle (Notts). 

This river is getting into a very satisfactory condition, the rains setting at liberty 
large quantities of flannel weed, and floating away the refuse left by the cutting 
operations, Near to Bawtry, besides other fish, some good baskets of flounders have 
been made, and in the canal near to Retford good jack have gone to fill the baskets ; 
and similar takes are reported from Gringley, A Retford angler very recently made 
up a good bag at Haton, the fish being mostly roach and gudgeon. Dace are also 
being taken about this district. From ‘the Gamston water there have been several 
nice chub taken, one caught the other day scaled 31b, odd. Some good grayling 
have been lately taken from the same water. Eeis are very quiet just now, owing, 
it is believed, to the cold nights. The wind has of late been very shifty, and this 
has here and there militated against sport. Worms are reported to be most succass- 


ful just now.—L., Sept. 15. 
Lake District. 


Thusday night: The supply of water continues, and the rivers and lakes are now 
in capital order, and fish are rising well. Thousands of sea fish are running, and in 
this respect the season offers to be an exceedingly heavy one. The lower reaches of 
the Kent are full of morts and sprods, and anglers here are having capital sport, 
Mr. H. Beadle has had five, five. and six sea fish ; Mr. Fisher, twenty-one upon three 
occasions, and other anglers as follows : Messrs. J. Whitehead, five, five, and six se 
Shaw, seven and four; R. Gamett, seven and four; J. Curme, seven and seven His 
McGowan, five; G. Hall, five; O. Bleaze, nine ; and R. B, Lee some ‘good fish from 
Leven Park, Several salmon have progressed a considerable way up the river, and 
most of the deeper ruts now hold them, The season for salmon fishing with nets 
closed yesterday, and all the fishers were out, the Morcambe, Amside, and Leven 
people all having good takes, as the river was just a nice height for netting. : In the 
Kent, Mr. H. Mann has had upwards of a dozen trout upon three occasions ; and Mr, 
R. Park equally good fishing. Mr, H, Whitehead had also 33lb. ; Mr. Naiskill, 34b. ; 
and Mr, Dixon 431b. of brook trout. Messrs, Park and Long have also been success- 
ful in the Mint and Sprint with nice baskets of fish— EPHEMERA, 

Lea (Tottenham), 

There is more water, but it continues very bright ; nevertheless, some fair takes 

of fish have been made, Mr. King, on Tuesday, killed between 6lb, and 7b. of 


' Toach, and on the following day Messrs, Hughes and Braham got some good fish 
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from the same swim. Mr. Cornell, on Wednesday afternoon, took between five and 
six dozen gudgeon, and to-day (Thursday) he has been getting good sport with the 
roach, A couple of jack haye been taken by Mr. Bell, and one by Mr. Dodd—heaviest 
fish a little over 3lb—HacKLEs RED. 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


The fish are to-day off feed owing to the change of weather. We have acold wind 
quite unsuitable at this time of year for fishing, although T have had good takes at 
different times, and cold, easterly winds, and have had more fish than when I have 
angled in a soft southerly or westerly wind, showing, there is no accounting for the 
appetite of the fish. Mr. Deacon, of Dalston, with his sons, had some good sport the 
early part of the week among the jack.and roach,.and Dr, Bigg again found his sly 
corner for tench. , I said they_were done, I thought, for the season ; but on this 
occasion Dr. Bigg, in. company with Mr. Deacon, had fifteen tench all over 24lb., 
four that weighed over 34lb. are for preservation. I hope the weather will soon 
change, and hope also to give a good report next week. I find there are not far 
from the house otters, with three or four. young ones, They have been seen more 
than once. If they:are not in the house by rext week it will not be my fault,— 
A. OC, CRITCHFIELD, 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Rain has been had in this district, which has greatly refreshed the waters, but 
has not discoloured them. The flies on the water are but few, and consequently 
sport is very dull in that line. In the bottom-fishing, anglers have met with better 
success, Some good sized fish have been caught with the red worm and wasp grub, 
The Pinsley is low ; fishing in it very quiet. 

gi Leicester. 

The weather has been cold and stormy during this week, and consequently anglers 
have not mustered in any great numbers since last Saturday, on which day there 
was a lot over the average quantity trying their luck in the home waters, when 
some good sport was obtained, ‘The shortening days are bound to have the effect of 
thinning the attendance at the river side, Thursday half-holiday, which has gained 
considerable ground of late years in this town, and Saturdays are generally the days 
on which most anglers visit the various spots in the locality. Some nice lots of pike 
and roach have been taken just lately. The quantities have been small, but the fish 
were all of good size. Mr. Ryde, a well-known local angler, has been doing satis- 
factory business on several occasions among the dace, when he showed specimens 
of this fish up to }1b. A few chub have also been had from the brook at Aylestone ; 
but there are no reports of any large ones having been landed. A good sprinkling of 
Leicester anglers have been paying attention to the river Wreake, and upon the 
whole with satisfactory results. Messrs. Lee and Hardy brought home some excel- 
lent lots of roach on several days, Mr. Lee, among a miscellaneous lot of fish, had 
abrace of good tench, some large roach, and some fair-sized pike. On Thursday, the 
weather was fine throughout the day, with every appearance of a continuation, The 
waters are in the bestof condition in this neighbourhood, except at Aylestone, where 
they are rather low.—ALERT. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

Sport has been ardently pursued during past week, and, taken on the whole, the 
catches have been good. The river is running in a nice tinge, and fish have been 
well on the feed. Some good baskets of roach, dace, and perch have been made, 


Medway (Tonbridge). 


Water fined down nicely. Roach and bream should bite well, but I hear not of 
many good catches.—YE MEDWAY WATER RAT. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The stormy weather has prevented anglers from trying their luck. Few have 
been out—without much success, only takimg a few small roach and gudgeon. Mr. 
T, Fovargue has been trying the pike, and succeeded in taking several small ones, 
nothing of any size for weighing ; put prospects bid fair for a good season. A good 
downfall of rain would do a great deal of good to refreshen the water, and to move 
them about.—H. Rout, 

live __ Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water still in fine condition for fishing. Since last report some good fish have 
been taken. On the 10th, Mr, and Mrs. Spurgin, roach, largest weighing 1jlb. On 
the 11th, Mr. White and Sons, roach and perch; Mr. Boscall, one jack, 4lb.; Mr. 
Hayman, roach ; and come very good roach from the bank. On the 14th, Mr, North, 
211b. of tench, roach, and jack ; and two gentlemen, 101b. roach ; and one gentle- 
man, 6lb, of perch, the heaviest fish weighing 3lb, each —GEORGE CHESHER, 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The river is now in prime condition, but the only trout I have heard of being 
taken was caught by Mr. R. Ellis with the spinning minnow, and turned the scale 
at lb. This was a splendid specimen, and was in prime condition. Mr. Fiest, on 
Saturday, took three pike in Beck’s field, the largest weighing about 41b.; and Mr, 
Tench has taken a fine perch from the same hole. A very enjoyable outing of the 
Severn Angling Society took place on Tuesday, when a party of nine had a pleasant 
drive to Llanymynech, starting from Shrewsbury at 7 a.m., and returning 
home about 10.30 pm. but alas, with very light panniers. The only 
trout taken during the day was caught in the Tanat, and weighed just 
4oz. Mr. Morris, however, took a pretty brace of grayling. Mr. David Jones was 
most successful with the rough fish, and brought back a fair basket. In the return 
journey the party hada rather unpleasant delay, as when near Nesscliffe, while the 
waggonette was turning a sharp curve, one of the traces suddenly snapped, and the 
occupants had to wait in the road for upwards of an hour until the nearest saddler 
had been fetched to repair damages. This being done, the party arrived home 
without any further accident after spending a very enjoyable, if not a very pro- 
ductive, outing. I notice that the Wellington police have fined a man named 
William Rogers 10s, and costs for unlawfully taking trout from a brook on the 
Attingham estate, near Wroxeter. It appears that a constable caught the man 
bailing out a hole in the brook with a bucket, and when the officer went up to him, 
he coolly offered him a trout which he had just captured, but which, of course, was 


declined. PISCATOR. 
' ; _ Taw (North Devon). 

The little rivers have risen slightly, and I have heard of some takes of four dozen, 
three dozen, and two and a half dozen ; but the fish were small, and, I fear, will be 
scarce next year. The farmers seem proud to tell of the hundreds they have dipped 
out in the summer. The rivers would only be fishable with torrents of rain, and it 
is the only chance for salmon to run.—Rusty GAME, Sept. 15. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

The water is low, but has been improved by the recent rains, Fishing on the 
whole improved, and flies are better used. The wasp grub and maggot are used by 
the anglers of this part. Trout are gold in the town at ls, 2d. per pound, The 
tributaries are in good order.—S, LUDLOW. 


Teme (Tenbury) 

Fishing on the whole has been quiet in this district ; but some good fish have been 
landed—bottom fishing. They do not sport with the fly. In the Rea, Kyre, and 
Ledwyche a few good dishes of fish haye been caught—bottom fishing.—S, 
WORCESTER, 

: Trent Cuincolnshire). . 

The state of the river has considerably improved this week, owing to the low 
tides, The water is clear and fishable. Two good takes of perch have been made, 
This is somewhat singular, as perch are rarities here. Flounders have yielded more 
abundantly, and some bream and dace have fallen victims below the M.S. L. bridge. 
The netting has been practically stopped, the riparian owners having generously 
undertaken to stop all netting over their waters, The Ancholme, at Brigg, has had 
 yery fair share of patronage ; but the catohes haye been small, North winds and 
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y rains have interfered with sport. t is g 
inhabitants say—whenever the season opens well it ends badiy, and vice vers’. Cer- 
tainly, it applies so far, I stood a seven hours’ downpour of rain yesterday there 
for four small roach. RopsTER, Sept. 15. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


We have had a fair share of rain during the week; but on Thursday the river 
remained comparatively low and clear. Anglers for barbel have again patronised 
the Shardlow length, which this season has turned out immense quantities of fish. 
Last Monday, Mr. A. Brevill, ‘architect, of Nottingham, caught nine, and his 
attendant, J. Theaker, killed one going 6lb. 14oz. Mr. M. Leek, of Fenton, another 
subscriber, has also been doing well. Plenty of roach have been bagged at Beeston, 
Sawley, and Trent Lock with creed wheat, and some good-sized chub have been 
secured at Hazleford with greaves. “ Chub are very fond of this class of bait, which 
ought also this month to account for barbel. Owing to the unsettled state of the 
weather there has been less doing amongst the fly experts —THE MAN AT THE 
CLUBS. 

Trent aud Lower Dove (Burton). 

Both rivers have now run down again, and are quite as low as they were before 
the rain. Sport still continues good with bottom-anglers, several very heavy takes 
of barbel, roach, dace, and perch having been made. From the Dove I hear of three 

i i Pike-fishing has 
hardly commenced as yet ; these fish will, as the cold weather comes on, retire to the 
deeps ; but at present they are chiefly to be found where the stream runs about 3ft. 
deep and is rather slow. Grayling are commencing to rise rather freer. Killing 
flies: Burton Blue, Spinning Yellow, and October Duns, Cinnamon and Grey 
Palmer._S. Howarth, Sept. 15. 


Torridge (Torrington). 


Since I last wrote you, we have had a flood, and lots of salmon came up, and some 
peel have been caught, I took some of the largest trout yesterday I have seen this 
season, with the Devon bait, but found the weeds rather troublesome. We require 
a heavy flood to clean the river and bring up more fish PRACTICAL ANGLER, 


Tyne. 

“ The rain, it raineth every day ! ” has been the cry for the last week, and the river 
is in a state of high flood. Those anglers who are hardy enough to venture out are 
having good takes of roach, dace, and trout, with worm and maggot. Two anglers 
at Prudhoe on Monday afternoon got forty-seven dace and trout. Last Saturday, 
several Newcastle anglers had good takes, varying from two dozen to four dozen 
dace. The river is full of salmon, but the water is rather too high for successful 
salmon-fishing. Up the North Tyne, however, two gentlemen have been very 
successful last week and this, getting about two fish each per day. To-day is the 
pest we have had for some time, and should the weather keep settled, some leviathan 
takes should be recorded next week by—FARI0, 


Witham. 

Anglers on the Witham have not been so numerous this weel as usual, in conse- 
quence of the racing festival at Doncaster, which is a great holiday in the North. 
The water is now getting into fine condition with the continued showers of rain ; 
put the air has become much colder and has its effect on the fish, Bream are very 
plentiful, and anglers have in some cases made decent baskets, There are many 
good places in the neighbourhood of Lincoln just now—for instance, Stamp End 
lochs, about the lochs at Bardney, and in Brayford Pool, where the fish have come 
up to meet the fresher water of the upper portion. A few nice chub have again been 
landed from the upper water, and particularly at Bracebridge, where a brace were 
taken by a Lincoln angler which scaled 241b. and 15lb. respectively. Another angler 
caught a brace which together scaled 5lb. The former were taken with paste and 
the latter with small dace.—L., Sept. 15. 

Whitadder (Ellemford). 

After the rain on Wednesday (last week), the Whitadder fell rapidly the next day, 
and turned into a porter-coloured water. On the afternoon and up to Wednesday 
last the fly-fishing was first-rate ; a great number of trout were killed, many of them 
being heavy fish, and much above the ordinary weight. Captain Brown, of Long- 
formacus, I hear, killed some splendid fish. We had a heavy rain yesterday for a 
few hours, and as all the hills were wet the river rose rapidly from noon until four 
o'clock, making a fair flood, which has completely cleansed the bottom of the river. 
To-day (Thursday) the river is in splendid order for fly and minnow, and before 
night there will be some hundreds of trout killed by the gentlemen who are within 
a reasonable distance of the river —_R. J. Fenton, Hilem Cottage, Duns, Sept. 15. 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 


These rivers have afforded fairly good sport during the last week, and the fish 
have been rising well in the middle of the day. I hear some nice baskets of trout 
have been killed on the Wye, averaging three and four brace per rod, and about the 
garae has been done on the Darley and Chatsworth club waters. On the Matlock 
and Cromford waters, Mr. Hodson and a friend killed five and a half brace of gray- 
ling and trout on Friday last. There have also been some good catches of barbel on 
this water. Mr. Higginbottom, and Collinson, the keeper, killed 20lb. in one day 
this week. To-day (Thursday) the Derwent has risen to a greater height than it has 
been for the last four months, which will considerably improve fishing next week. 
The best flies to use now are Blue Dun, Throstle-wing Dun, and Apple-green Dun.— 
DoTTEREL, 

Yare (Norwich). 

The past week or two has not been ‘at allifavourable to angling, and very few have 
been out, and most of those have caught colds quicker than fish ; in fact, the weather 
has put almost a stop to sport, only very ardent anglers venturing out—still, we 
must not complain, as we have had one of the most successful seasons for years past, 
and I fancy many an angler and yachtsman will look back upon 1887 with delightful 
memories. Iam quite sure the riverside resorts have all had a very successful time 
of it, and the railways have shared the general benefit arising from such an influx 
of visitors to our popular rivers and broads. ROBERT MOLL, 

Yore (Hawes). 

Fine waters day by day is, and has been, the rule for some time now, and Wal- 
tonians have enjoyed themselves thoroughly. I have only had one day since my 
last, but I had seven brace of very nice fish. Moreland had 7$lb., and a gentleman 
with Sproats six brace, one fish apparently of 1}lb, Jimmy had a few small fish, 
put of course, one could not expect him to neglect his patron. I hear of him having 
had a tough struggle with a trout of over 2lb, the other day. The fish was hooked 
by the back fin (dorsal), and of course, fought like a horse, and Sproats using hair, 
had an exciting time of it. Robert Hunter had 113 fish for being out three times 
last week, The Messrs. G. Taylor, sen. and jun., had also grand dishes. The fish 
rose at the minnow on Friday last as if mad. On Saturday I took my fish with 
clear-water worm. I ran a lot more. The other anglers killed with fly, the killing 
flies being Red Spider, Moor Poult Bloa, or bloa from blackbird’s breast, and a fly 
made from the coloured feather of a jay’s wing. Rain is now falling, and prospects 
are good.—J, CORRY. 

SS 


‘SCOTCH NOTES, 


Assynt Locus, LoOHINVER.—Excepting sea-fishing, the catches for week ended 
on 10th inst. were small:—Sept. 5, Loch Assynt, Mr. C, H. Mason, thirty-five trout, 
1311b.; river Kirkaig, Mr. Roberts, one salmon, 7lb. Sept. 6, yacht Seonaid, off 
Stoer Head, Messrs, Robertson, Mackay, and Burd, fifty-one cod, weighing 7851b. ; 
and on 7th, Mr. C: H. Mason, in same yacht, captured forty-one cod, weighing 





460}1b, Sept. 6, Loch Beannoch, Messrs, Stokes and Spurling, 123 trout, 241b, ; same 
loch, on 5th, Messrs. Hill and Mann, forty-two trout, 151b., two weighing ae 
LT, 


Sept. 6, in tidal water, Messre. Hill and Mann, nine sea-trout, 12lb, ; Loch Tuire, 
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Roberts, forty trout, 91b.; Manse Loch, Mr. Mason, twenty brown trout, 41b., and 
three sea-trout, 24lb. Sept. 7, Mr. Roberts, Loch Beannoch, twenty-five trout, 7lb. 
Sept. 9, river Kirkaig, Mr. Almond, two salmon—one 20]b, and one 6b. Sept. 10, Loch 
Tuire, Mr. Spurling, thirty-four trout, 101b., two sea-trout, 24]b.; Manse Loch, Mr. 
Stokes, three sea-trout, 41b. Rain fell heavily during the past week, and now rivers 
and lochs are, in consequence, too high for the present.—A NORTHERN PISCATOR, 
Sept. 12. 

err re Monday and Tuesday of last week the river flowed from bank to 
bank, and worm-fishers crowded the best positions, many splendid catches being 
made. Mr. Boyd had 45 herling and 3 sea-trout; Mr. G. T. Tweedie caught 41 
herling and 8 sea-trout ; Mr. T, Gibson, Bridge Place, had a haul of 17Hb. herling 
and sea-trout, with a number of yellow trout ; Messrs, Dixon, Bonner, T. Tweedie, 
R. Graham, and many others had baskets of from 20 to 35 herlin ; Dr. John Gailey 
and friend had good baskets of sea-trout and herling. A little schoolboy had a sea- 
trout among his catches, which weighed 34lb. Mr. Bonner lost a salmon, and Mr, 
Davidson a grilse ; 18 herling and 2 sea-trout were landed by the latter gentleman. 
‘Ihe water is now in first-class order for salmon fly-fishing, and good sport is general 
in all parts of the river, especially in the upper reaches, in the Bryde Kirk and 
Hoddam districts. In accordance with the decision recently arrived at by the Annan 
Town Council, the town clerk, Mr. Skelton, is now issuing permission tickets to 
anglers in the town of Annan to angle in the river on the side next the burgh’s 
property. A considerable number have ayailed themselves of _the opportunity of 
procuring tickets.—_GLOBE TROTTER, 

DEESIDE HyDROPATHIC FisHuRy.—Yesterday Mr. Robertson had two grilse fresh 
run, 4 and 71b., and hooked a larger fish, but lost him. Excellent sea-trout getting. 
Water a capital angling size to-day and a nice colour.—D, G., Sept. 15. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Anglers during the past week have been experiencing favour- 
able weather and water, and some good baskets have been procured. The Nith has 
been pretty high during the week, and angling has been going on briskly, as now 
that the nets are off anglers are in hopes of having something big. Since the recent 
rains the Fleet has afforded excellent sport. Tuesday was a most successful day, 
Mr. Lindsay caught eighteen herlings and trout, Mr. J. Macadam had a basket of 
yellow trout, and Messrs, McGlashan, McDill, McKinnon, Glover, and Smith had 
also good baskets, Mr. Lindsay was again very successful on Friday, and Mr. 
Macadam on that day had five herlings. The next spate is expected to improve the 
sport, and anglers are patiently awaiting for another heavy rain. There are a great 
many fish in the Esk, and numerous anglers fish this river with fair results, The 
Annan also is well stocked. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE,—This river is now in better condition for angling purposes 
than it has been during any part of the season, One exceptionally heavy flood and 
several minor ones have completely changed the aspect of affairs, andas a result the 
native angling fraternity of the district, supplemented by numerous visitors, have 
been out, returning with more or less success. Canonbie and the double waters 
supply the best records, where some extraordinary hauls have been made, some having 
their baskets full, while others have been content with more moderate takes. While 
the floods lasted, grilse and sea-trout were caught in fair quantities ; but by far the 
best sport has been had with whiting. Both the Esk and Liddle are well-stocked 
_ with salmon, and in the latter river the fishing has been much above the average. In 

the Liddle, on Saturday last, Mr. Andrew Portious had a salmon of 8lb.; Mr. D. 
Edgar, ,Rowanburn, a salmon of 17Ib. ; Mr. William Graham (fly-dresser) 
had a basket of sea-trout and whiting, about 20lb.; Mr. George Good- 
fellow hadja sea-trout of 4b. and eight whiting ; Mr. J.B. Balfour had thirty-two 
whiting, one sea-trout, and several yellow trout, some of the whiting being 10oz. in 
weight ; Mr. Thos. Graham caught thirty-one whiting of good size ; Mr. Buchanan, 
of Glasgow, had 241b. of whiting and sea-trout ; Mr. R. B. Green had thirteen whiting 
and one sea-trout ; while Mr, J. H. Park, March Bank, and Mr. Noble, Hawick, had 
each good baskets in the Double Waters. Further up the Liddle, close by 
Copshaw, good sport has been had since the floods. Amongst the most successful 
has been Mr. John Elliott, who landed some fine grilse and a quantity of smaller 
fish. In the early part of the week, Mr, James Beattie caught ten sea-trout, four 
whiting, and nineteen yellow burn-trout ; and Mr, Murray, on the same day, a 
basket of 1031b,. One gentleman fell over head ina tidy deep pool, but reappeared 
on the scene the following day fresher than ever after his “dook” in the Liddle. 
During the week five salmon have been landed from the Willow Pool and Cauldron 
Pool, ranging from 8lb. to 201b. Mr. Wm. Armstrong, Rowan burn, one, 171b., in the 
Willow Pool ; Mr, J. H. Park, one, in the Cauldron Pool ; Mr. Paterson Sorbie, one, 
in the Willow Pool, 7lb.; Mr, D. Edgar, Rowan burn, one 171b. ; and Mr, W. Arm- 
strong, Rowan burn, one 101b. In the same pool, Mr, Yates, Woodslee, caught one 
grilse, four sea-trout, and a number of whiting ; Mr. Ferguson, Woodslee, had one 
grilse and a basket tof whiting ; Mr. J. Graham, Rowan burn, and Mr. Fairbairn, 
Woodslee, have also been successful in the same water, In the Canonbee portion of 
the river, Mr, D, Lightbody, Lan gholm, had one sea-trout, sixteen whiting, and some 
yellow trout; and Mr, H. Sanders, Langholm, had a good basket of sea-trout and 
whiting ; Mr. Nicholson and Mr, Appleyard, Cross Keys, caught 141b. whiting and 
yellow trout; Mr, Walter Irving, Prior Hill, landed a salmon 10lb. from Tommy’s 
Pool ; and Mr. D. Lightbody had a second take of sea-trout and whiting, the river at 
the time being in high flood. On Saturday, Mr, M. Park, March Bank, and Mr. D. 
Hidgar, Rowan burn, had each a salmon in the Canonbie water, and Mr. John 
Asheroft landed a salmon 8lb. on Tuesday, Langholm waters, Mr. J. Scott 
had a basket of yellow trout, and Mr, McMillan, Langholm, caught 
eight sea-trout and ten whiting, other anglers having four and five sea-trout 
and ten whiting, While the river was in flood and red in colour three salmon were 
hooked and lost by three different anglers when fishing with the worm. Great takes 
of yellow trout have been made in the tributaries of the Esk and Liddle this season, 
and sport has been better than for years past. The trout are in splendid condition, 
plump, of good colour, some of them of unusual size, and very delicate eating, As 
a proof of the plentifulness of fish in this river, I may mention the case of a little 
boy at Byre burn foot, who, with a stick cut from the adjoining wood, a piece of 
string and hook with about 3in, of gut, caught one sea-trout, two whiting, and a 
number of yellow trout. Near the mouth of the river some heavy creels have been 
made, Mr. J. B, Slater (Carlisle), Mr. W. G. Stubbs (Carlisle), and Mr. Jonathan Beck 
(Dalston) being the most successful, Several Longtown anglers have also had heavy 
baskets—notably on Monday last, a Lon gtown angler, fishing in the Esk near the Roost, 
hooked a young bullock (a “ stot” my informant called the animal). He was well- 
hooked in the mouth with a large fly, and an exciting run of two hours across the 
holmes took place. With the assistance of the river-watcher he was landed in Mr, 
Tinning’s byre at Bush-on-Esk. On the same day the same unfortunate angler 
hooked himself, and a surgical operation had to be performed by Dr. McLachlan.— 
GLOBE TROTTER, 

FINDHORN.—The Findhorn is now in as good angling form as it has been during 
the whole season. Owing to the long-continued drought, fish of all kinds have been 
holding out in the bay; but with the harvest floods they are now making up the 
river in large numbers, Sea-trout are plentiful, and run from 1b, to 231b. Grilse 
are also numerous in the pools, and weigh from 5lb. to 91b. Messrs, Adam and 
Masson, the other week, had a basket of 18lb, trout, and on Saturday Captain Brown, 
Cluny Hill, landed several grilse, including one of 74lb. The fishings on the 
Findhorn have been leased for the season from Messrs, A. P. Hogarth and Sons, 
Aberdeen, by the Forres Angling Association,— ANGLER, Sept. 14. 

{ LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel).—Sept. 5th: Mr. Hind, Loch 
Skeir-a-Cha, 24 sea-trout, 11lb. Sept. 6th: Mr, Hind, Garbet-More, 6 sea-trout, 51b. ; 
Mr. Taylor, Achriesgill Burn, 1 grilse, 421b, ; Colonel Daws, Loch Skeir-a-Cha, 15 
Sea-trout, 731b,; Mr. Turner, Garbet-Beg, 13 sea-trout, 151b. Sept. 7th: Mr, Cod- 
ling, Loch Inchard, 10 cod (heaviest 121b.), 5 lobsters, and 11 crabs ; Mr. Hind, Loch 
No. 3, 51 brown trout, 16lb,; Mr. Taylor, Garbet-Beg, 1 salmon, 54lb., 1 bull-trout, 
3lb., and 7 sea-trout, 741b, ; Colonel Daws, Loch Na-Oaillich, 7 sea-trout, 51b, Sept, 
Sth : Mr, Hind, Loch Skeir-a-Cha, 7 sea-tront, 6lb,; Mr, Turner, Garbet-Beg, 12 sea- 
trout, 13lb, Sept, 10th; Mr, Turner, Garbep-Beg, 1 salmon, 64lb,, and 4 sea-trout, 


v 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Sept. 17, 1887. 





43lb.; Mr. Clay, Loch Skeir-a-Cha, 4 sea-trout, 341b. Sept. 12th: Mr. Clay, Loch 
Na-Caillich, 3 sea-trout, 341b. ; Mr. Turner, Loch No. 3, 37 brown trout, 10lb. ; Mr, 
Taylor, Garbet-Beg, 2 salmon (heaviest 6lb.), and three sea-trout, 3lb.; Mr. Codling, 
Loch Inchard, 29 whiting —W. WALLACE. 

Locw RANNOCH (Dunalastair Hotel).—The following gentlemen were out from 
the Dunalastair Hotel :—On Monday, the 12th, Mr. T. J. Gordon, W.S. Edinburgh, 
on the loch, one dozen trout, one weighing 33lb.; Mr. Hooper (Civil Engineer) 
London, two dozen; and Mr. Kessler (banker) New York, two anda half dozen 
trout. On the 13th, Mr.T. J. Gordon, one and a half dozen trout ; Mr. Hooper, 
London, on the river, two dozen; Mr. Kessler, one and a half dozen ; and the Rey, 
B. Somerset, eight trout, all in good condition. 

Pass OF MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel).—The heavy rain and high wind 
of the past week rather interfered with the success of the numerous anglers at 
pressnt visiting Cuilfail, Nevertheless, several very good baskets were got, especially 
of sea-trout, which averaged fully 2lb. each. Good takes are now anticipated if the 
weather remains favourable. Catch for week, 937._JoHN MCFADYEN. 

ROss-SHIRE, N.B. (Poolewe Hotel).—The fishing here this season has beer 
exceptionally good, and. of late the baskets of sea-trout proved well. Mr. Muir, 
Glasgow, fished as follows: Sept. Goose Loch, thirty-six trout, 15lb.; Slaggan, 
seventy-eight trout, 241b.; Kernsany, twenty-five trout, 15lb., Squad, eight trout, 
6lb.; Loch Maree, nineteen trout, 15lb.; Loch Maree, twenty-nine trout, 26lb. ; 
Mr. Maitland and Mr. P. and friend, Goose Loch, thirty-six trout, 101b. ; Kernsany, 
six trout, 101b. Mr. Blacklock, Kernsany, ten trout, 12lb.; Loch Maree, thirteen 
trout, 17lb, Mr. Henderson and party, Glasgow, Kernsany, eleven trout, Slb, ; 
Goose Loch, twenty-five trout, 91b.; and about lewt. of cod, haddocks, &¢,—ALEX. 
M. LENNAN, 

SHIN, &c., LAIRG, SUTHERLAND,—Trout-fishing on the lochs has been for the last 
fortnight rather poor. The heavy rains and cold have prevented anything like good 
baskets. Angling for trout has not therefore been enjoyable. The river in the way 
of salmon-fishing has yielded good sport, not only on the lower reaches but on the 
upper, and more unusually still, on the lower part of Loch Shin. On the 12th, Mrs. 
Jenkinson, Lairg Lodge, caught two salmon on the river, weight 201b. and 18lb. On 
13th, Mr. Combes killed a clean-run grilse. On 12th, Mr. East, London, had 14 trout 
and one salmon (61b.) on Loch Shin ; on 13th, salmon, 61b., and grilse, 3lb., at same 
place. On 14th, Captain Waldron had salmon on loch of 131b, 

Spey.—Angling on the Spey, owing to the cold, showery nature of the weather, 
has not been receiving quite so much attention this week as was the case last week, 
hence our report is poor. So far as the volume of water and the quantity and 
quality of the trout is concerned, it is seldom better, Mr. R. J. Middlemas, Aber- 
lour, had an excellent basket of sea-trout and yellows on Wednesday last; Mr. A. 
Hendry, Aberlour, had good sport on the Fiddoch, near Cragillachie ; Mr. George 
and several other gentlemen had splendid baskets of trout on the Ruthrie Burn ; 
Mr. W. McGowan, Aberlour, Mr. D, Wilson, London, and others have been very suc- 
cessful on the Spey. An Aberdeen gentleman on Monday killed 50 nice trout, while 
Mr. Gill, Huntly. had a good basket of 80 trout. Mr. Gerrard, Aberlour, has had 
some really good baskets recently from the Spey and tributaries,—ANGLER, 
Sept. 14. 

STENNESS, ORKNEY,—After a week of very stormy weather, neither the weight of 
basket nor size of fish is equal to what we have had to report on former weeks" 
Only those keen anglers who can brave wind and rain have ventured out, To-day 
the weather appears settled, but a little too cold, Very good fishing can be had 
during the remainder of September. On Tuesday, Mr. Campion and friend, nine trout, 
weighing 8]b, ; on Thursday, Mr. Campion and friend, eleven trout, 101b. ; on Friday, 
Mr. McLaren and friend, Leith, fifteen fine trout, not weighed ; on Monday, Mr. 
Campion and friend, seven trout, 6lb.; and Mr. Muir, five trout, largest weighing 
41b.—NORSEMEN, Sept. 13. 

YTHAN TIDAL, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms Fishery).—Through- 
out the past week anglers, with one or two exceptions, have been doing well, notably 
those fishing from the bauk. High hopes, therefore, are entertained as to this 
week’s prospects ; 31b. to 11b. trout quite common last week, with some 2lb. to 231b. 
The following gentlemen fished from the hotel last week :—J. Russell, Esq., Edin- 
burgh; Rev. M. Millar, Edinburgh ; Colonel Hunter and friend, Tillery ; Major 
Bisset, India ; Jas. Muscroft, Hsq., Cheltenham ; G. S. S. Bisset, Esq., Aberdeen ; 
Major Franklin, Quarter-Master Ross, Mr. Franklin, J. EB. Crombie, Esq., Balgouna- 
lodge ; J. Johnstone, Esq., Seville ; McAndrew, Aberdeen.—Y THAN, Sept, 13. 


SSNS SI 
IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LouGH MELVIN.—The rain ceased early in the past week, and the wind 
shifted round to south-west ; the river cleared off, and sport was first class. There 
are four anglers on the Erne at present, and all of them had good sport; in fact, the 
returns for the past week were as good as any this season, and all the fish were of a 
good size. Mr. A. Stubbs killed seven in two days, weighing from 10lb. to 27Ib., 
and the other gentlemen on the river did equally well. The trout on Melvin con. 
tinue to rise freely, and good sport is being had.— M, ROGAN, JUN., Ballyshannon, co. 
Donegal, Sept. 14. 

KILLARNEY LAKES.—There has been some good sport during the past week on our 
lakes. Mr. Ed. Hccles, 240, Bolton-road, Chorley, Lancashire, and Mr. Phillips, 
Chapel-road, Lancashire, killed thirty-four dozen brown trout from Sept. 4th to 
12th, and two salmon, one 111b. and one 441b. ; the latter was killed with a trout fly. 
Several of these trout scaled 1lb. each. {t has been the hest fishing for the season, 
as the weather was so dry and lakes so low. It is in first-rate order now, and we 
expect to have good sport until the season ends on October 16th, The taking flies 
are Orange and Green Grouse, Olives, Hare’s Har, and Olive hackle, light-brown 
hackle to match body, jointed Hare’s Ear, with Green Olive hackles, made by Mrs, 
McCarthy on No. 10 hooks. On the 12th R. Backhouse, Searcroft, near Leeds, killed 
three dozen nice brown trout ; several dozen have been killed during the past ten 
days. Weather very favourable for fly-fishing. Good sport is expected and hope to 
continue.—Tim McOartny, Fisherman, 

Moy AND LAkEs, BALLINA.—Very fair sport has been got on the river this week, 
The water isin good angling trim. ‘There were out—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Henn, Mr. 
E. G. Perry, Captain Woods, Mr. J.C, Wilson, and Mr, J. Boyd, who killed from one 
to four salmon a day, in splendid condition, being fresh, with sea-lice on. Seldom 
has our river been graced by the presence of a lady angler—one of the best I have 
ever met with, Mrs. Major E. Harrison. It was a sight to see her handle a 16ft. 
Greenheart rod, and stick to it all day ; she was rewarded with three fish, weighing 

2, 83, and 721b., in one day anda half. Trout-fishing on the lakes is rather poor 
sport just now. Salmon-fishing closes on this river on the 16th inst., and I must 
say it has been one of the worst seasons for salmon-fishing I ever remember. Owing 
to the very dry weather there was no water to bring fish further than the estuary of 
the river.—FRANK HEARN, Ballina, Co. Mayo. : 

SuIm AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, CLONMEL.—The river is still extremely low, barely 
a few inches higher than the lowest summer level. There is, consequently, little 
sport except trout-fishing, This is now no longer confined to the evening rise, 
but may be had on any cloudy day; and as the majority of the days are now 
more or less cloudy, with breezes, one can make pretty sure of some sport. On 
yesterday I noticed several fresh-run salmon throwing themselves, and from the 
position in which they were they must have been on the move up river; but as 
we have not yet had any sign of a flood, we cannot expect any considerable run 
yet,~RICHARD BRADFORD. 

- I 


THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fiy-books ; will not work up round the neck in “ casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is al] that an angler can desire, For patterns and instructions for self-raeasuremeny 
fend to THOMAS AND SONS, Sporting and Military Tailoys, 48 South Molton-strest, W. ree 
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SOME TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES. 


Mr. GEORGE HOLLAND, 96, Crane-street, Salisbury, sends us some 
of his excellent flies for notice ; but, before referring to them, we 
must say a few words about his cobweb gut. This gut is beautifully 
fine and strong, the strands being over l6in. in length (perfect the 
whole length). The price is 1s. 9d. for 25 strands, 3s. 6d. for 50, and 
7s. for 100; we mention this because Mr. Holland has agreed to 
sell half and quarter-hanks at our suggestion. With astrand or two 
of this cobweb gut next your fly ; there is no necessity for having 
the whole collar of cobweb gut. The following letter, received by 
Mr. Holland, is from Mr. H. 8S. Hall, the pioneer of eyed-hooks for 
flies. Mr. Hall has been grayling-fishing in Hampshire, and we 
congratulate him on his success, especially considering the small 
flies and fine gut he had to use :— 


“DEAR StR,—I promised to let you know how those small eyed snecks did among 
heavy fish. I am glad to find them exceedingly good ; so far I have had no accidents 
with them, and I had some very heavy fish. Amongst others, I have killed during 
the last four days, six grayling weighing 15lb., the heaviest brace going a trifle over 
521b. All these fish have been killed on your cobweb gut, which is the best I ever 
had—a perfect marvel of strength and fineness combined. Most of my fish have 
succumbed to the tiny Orange Tags I had from you a fortnight ago, though the 
largest fish, a three-pounder, came home on a light Olive. The Orange Tag is, 
however, about the best grayling fly it is possible to use on a sunny day, and it will, 
in bright weather, frequently do execution with trout. I hooked three good fish 
with it in less than ten minutes one day last week.— Yours very er ee ae 

“HS, HALL,” 


If Mr. Holland wants a better testimonial than this we do not think he will 
easily get it. 

Among the samples of flies Mr. H. sends us are the Red Tag, the Macaw Tag, 
and the “ Orange Tag” (the bodies are different as well as the tags)—these are 
all standard grayling flies (see what Mr. Hall says about the Orange tag); then we 
have the Harwig and Furnace Bumbles, the latter on a double hook for the control 
of big grayling. Holland’s lovely standard floaters are too well-known to need 
more than mention ; they are dressed from patterns supplied by the best Hamp- 
shire anglers, chiefly by Mr. G. S. Marryat, Mr. F. M. Halford, Mr. H. S. Hall, 
&c. If any dry-fly fishers have not tried all the following patterns, we can 
advise them to do so: The Cinnamon Quill, Ginger Quill, and White Quill 
(these, by the way, are all good on the Wandle), Flight’s Fancy, the Pale and 
Medium Olives, the Red and Olive Quills, the Adjutant Blue ; then the follow- 
ing sedges are grand patterns—the Hambro’, the Dark Sedge, the Silver Sedge, 
the Orange Sedge, and the “ Salisbury Red””—this last is new to us, but it is 
unquestionably a good pattern. Mr. H. makes three or four chub flies on eyed- 
hooks ; his Big Alder and Black-Brown Palmer, ribbed with gold on No. 8 hooks, 
and white-tagged Bronze Peacock on No. 5, are unquestionably just the fellows 
to place before a chub. 

HOo.Liann'’s NorTH-CoUNTRY PATTERNS. 

Having lived and fished all his life until lately in the North, Mr. H. knows 
the favourite Yorkshire and Cumberland patterns of Spider flies, such as the 
Blue Partridge, Yellow Partridge, Orange Partridge, Snipe Bloa, Smoke Fly, 
Brown Watchet, Moorgame No. 1, Stone Midge, Dark Watchet, on gut or eyed- 
hooks at 1s. 9d. per dozen. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


H, D, L., Kew.—We do not think there is a better live-bait snap-tackle than the 
“Jardine,” Yes, we supply the GAZETTE bound, with index, or can bind up 
your numbers for you. Write to the publishers, Messrs, Bradley and Co., 12 
and 13, Fetter-lane, E.C, 


Harez’s EAR.—It is getting too late for night fishing, although on warm nights 
trout will sometimes rise up to end of September. The artificial minnow is used 
a great dealin places where it is not prohibited. You should try Red Tag, 
Orange Tag, Bumbles of various patterns, the Sand Fly, Whirling Blue, August 
Dun, Coch-y-bondhu, and Duns of various shades—the lighter the better, A 
small brown Devon minnow is the best. 


‘ NOVICE is going to fish shortly in the Deeside Hydropathic Establishment water at 
Heathcot, near Aberdeen. He sees, by advertisement in your columns, the fish- 
ing is free to visitors at the establishment. Will it be necessary for him to take 
out any salmon license ; and if so, where can he obtain it? He incloses his 
card,” [None required.—ED. ] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, E, Pritt, 











[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


A SCISSORS STORY. 

S1r,—The following circumstance.concerning the exploit of a pair of scissors on 
the banks of the Whitadder and Tweed may interest your readers. 

A Tweedside angler, while fishing on the banks of the Whitadder four years ago 
lost a pair of scissors which he kept for angling purposes. He, after some search, 
was obliged to give it up as a bad job. The other day a lad found them at the 
Ballast Wharf in Berwick harbour. The lad showed them toa man present (the 
son-in-law of the owner), who recognised them, and gave the lad a penny for them. 
The owner was, I need scarcely say, surprised to see them again after so long an 
absence, and the more so when he heard where they were found. The scissors 
must have travelled by some means from the New Mills down the Whitadder into 
the Tweed, and thence to Berwick, altogether a distance of two miles. 

The scissors may have lain some time at the Ballast Wharf before being found. 
There is no doubt as to the identity of the instrument in question. It is quite possible 
some of your readers may be able to tell other stories of remarkable finds to eclipse 
this entirely ; but, as we consider it out of the common with us, I have sent it on to 
the “ F.G.” Between the place of loss and that of the find, there is a good deal of 
mud to get through or over, Could not the instrument have been floated to its 
destination 7?—I am, &c., 

Berwick-on-Tweed, Jos. JNO, HILLs. 

[This a very important question; in fact, it is quite evident Berwick will have 

. something to talk about this winter. For our part, we should be extremely sorry 
to ay sport by deciding whether the scissors could have been floated or not. 
—ED, 


SEVERN 





FISHERY DISTRICT —THE ABOLITION OF SMALL-MESHED 
. NETS, &c. 

§1z,—It is a well-known saying that you must go from home to hear news, and 
in this case the saying’ has been verified. Several anglers, including myself, have 
been wishing to hear something of the netting question, but have up to last week 
failed to do so, and Iam surea large number of Severn anglers will feel greatly 





indebted to the hon, sec. of the Worcester district angling societies for the lucid 
information he has given them upon the subject through the medium of your 
valuable paper. 

On Thursday evening, a meeting was held at the Music Hall, Shrewsbury, in con- 
nection with the Severn Angling Society under the presidency of Jas. Watson, Esq. 
M.P., for the purpose of electing a secretary in the place of the late Mr, F. H. 
Morgan (Mr. J. Williams being chosen), and transacting other business. Towards 
the close of this meeting, I learn that a gentleman rose and inquired the reason 
why the netters, who have lately so daringly swept the fords of so many fine trout, 
have not been proceeded against. A member of the Severn Board of Gonservators 
present rose, and stated that if the gentleman would call at his office he would give 
him the fullest information upon the subject, but that he could not do so at that 
public meeting, as there were reporters present. On account of this remark the 
reporters then courteously withdrew. Now there was only a very small attendance 
at the meeting that evening, and Iam sure many anglers were looking forward to 
having an explanation in the local newspapers of that inquiry, and I myself fail to 
see any cause for secrecy in the matter. 

The lengthy letter so kindly written by Mr. Lacroix in your last issue, how- 
ever, dispels some unpleasant rumours which were going abroad on this subject.—- 
Tam, kc., Not A MEMBER OF THE §,S.A,S, 


SMALL TACKLE AND SMALL-WINGED FLIES. 


Srz,—I have read with great interest many letters in your GAZETTE v. dry fly 
and wet-fly fishing. From the manner in which your dry-fly advocates argue, they 
seem to think we wet-fly Scottish fishers fish always down stream. Iam quite aware 
nine-tenths of our fishers do; but they, I fancy, only go out for exercise—not to 
catch fish. I always fish up stream, casting often ; allow the flies to drop down about 
a yard or so, then cast again. 

Isend you herewith a few of my killers—hackles, and I rarely use any other kind. 
The one I like best is the black with red body; this I find suitable all the year 
through. For spring months, the March Brown, dressed with quill green or yellow 
body. For end of season, the Red Spider, dressed quill or yellow body, and some- 
times the pheasant wing. 

If you, Mr. Editor, would kindly send me two or three of your ‘dry-fly floaters 
(there is as pretty a stream near here—the Orr—and as well fished an one as any man 
needs to see), I will give them a fair chance, should I be able to get away another 
day this season, and let you know result, 

The flies I send are made by D. Wells, Edinburgh, than whom a better dresser of 
flies I do not know. I find them equally well suited for loch or river, varying the 
size according to size of loch or stream, wind, &c. 

As an argument for the wet-fly fisher—many a time in fishing Tweed (and I know 
it well, from Peebles, up past Broughton, the Crook Inn, and six miles or more 
above that), when I marked a good fish rising, I always made a few casts in 
another direction, to cast gut and flies properly ; then approaching with the utmost 
caution, cast carefully over him, and unless he was a wary old trout, very often 
bagged him, 

What Ido not understand about dry-fly fishing is that your dry-fly fisher in- 
variably makes a few casts to dry his fly; but while doing so he dries his gut, 
and my experience in our streams is, that unless the gut is wet, and so 
assimilates with the water, there is small probability of catching our wary trout.— 
Iam, &c., 

Burntisland. FRANK QUARTON. 

[ We know of old what excellent flies Mr, Wells, of 11, Leith-street, Edinburgh, 


makes ; these Mr, Quarton sends are excellent. We have sent him some dry flies to 
try.—ED. | 








A CAUTION FOR MEMBERS OF ANGLING CLUBS, 


Srr,—In the month of June last, it was decided to remove the Woolwich Brothers 
Angling Society from the Prince Regent, King-street, Woolwich, to the Lord Whit- 
worth, owing to the new proprietor and proprietress not affording the same accom- 
modation as had been given by the seven previous ones, who had had the house 
during the years it had been held there (about 13), The landlord was called in, and 
informed of the same, and three certificates shown to him that all the things about 
to be removed were the property of the club. He then made no objection to it ; but 
on the following Monday, when asked when it would suit him to remove them, he 
informed us that he had bought the house “all at,” and he should not allow a d—— 
thing to go out of it, 

We then made two applications to Mr. Marsham, at Woolwich Police Court. 
He sent a constable with us to see the proprietor about it; but he still refused to 
give them up, On the second occasion Mr. Marsham informed us “ that he had no 
jurisdiction beyond the value of £15 to enforce the delivery up of detained property 
beyond that value, and as ours was worth about double that amount, we must place 
it in the County Court.” 

Of course, the cases of fish being trophies, they could not be easily lost by us. 
So through a friend in the law, we got the matter placed in the hands of Mr. Scott 
Heron, Ely-place, Holborn, who commenced proceedings in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench. After some time he brought the defendant and his solicitor to terms, and 
they agreed to deliver up all belonging to us, and pay law costs on both sides, which 
I have been informed is about ten or twelve guineas, and thus it ends. 

But I may add that I consulted Mr. Ghurney about it, and he told me that in all 
his time he had never heard of a case like it; but it shows what some will even 
dare to try to do.—I am, &c., H. PAGrE, Hon, Member Woolwich Brothers, 





AUTUMN FISHING IN IRELAND—SEA-TROUI FLIES. 

S1r,—My only object in challenging the information given under this heading 
by “J.J. D.” was to save others from being misled, as I was myself last year, 
through acting upon unreliable information about Irish fishing, I was sent a long 
distance out of my way, lost three days of valuable time, spent £5 in expenses, to 
say nothing of £2 worth of flies dressed specially to pattern, and all this vexation 
of spirit arose from a man presuming to give information about two rivers of which 
he proved to have no personal knowledge whatever. That “J. J.D.” might similarly 
mislead others is maGe manifest to anyone who reads his article by the light of 
their own knowledge. For instance, he says: “‘Northward (from Sligo) from the 
Pettigo Railway station (perhaps the branch line is now complete) the town of 
Donegal and its nice river is reached,” 

Supposing some misguided person, acting upon this, were foolish enough to make 
the weary pilgrimage to Donegal, he would find the “nice river” in the hands of a 
private gentleman who would not allow anyone else to cast a fly upon its waters ! 
A mere knowledge of localities is not enough on the part of a writer 
who professes to guide English anglers visiting Ireland. It by no means 
follows that because a man happened to be born in the country that, therefcre, he 
must know more about its fishing than anyoneelse. Iaccept “J.J. D.’s” assurance 
that he has fished at Dungloe; but his statement as to there being no hotel (when 
there are, in reality, two) is not the only point which struck meas very remarkable ; 
he also omitted to say that the trout-fishing there can only be obtained upon pay- 
ment of 2s. 6d. per day for the right to fish. There is no desire on my part to usurp 
the exalted position taken up by “J.J. D.,” upon this subject of “Where to Fish 
in Ireland”; but he evidently does not know all about it as it is now, and I have 
by no means exhausted the errors and omissions with which his article abounds. 

In conclusion, allow me to add, for the information of sea-trout anglers, that I was 
far and away more successful amongst these fish with a dark-olive quill Dun, gold 
tag, than any other fly, except the Golden Sedge. They beat the ordinary sea- 
trout flies of Rogan’s patterns all to nothing. My Olives were ordinary chalk 
stream flies, and their killing properties literally astonished the natives.—I am, &c,, 

Bromley, Kent, C, W, GEDNEY. 
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RE-COLOURING. DEVON = BAITS. 

S1r,—Proceeding to overhaul my pike tackle, in readiness for the winter cam- 
paign, I find the colouring has been rubbed off many of my Devons. » Canyou, or 
any reader of the “I. G.,” tell me if the tackle-makers re-colour these lures, or 
whether I can in any way do it for myself ?—I am, &c., ACME. 

[Any fishing-tackle maker ought to be able to get the baits re-coloured. We find 
Judson’s gold and silver paint most useful for re-colouring baits ;? ordinary oil- 
colours answer very well if varnished over after drying.—ED, | 





SNAP-TACKLE FOR.» TROLLING.—FLOUNDERS. AS A BAIT: FOR -BASS. 

Srr,—I am much indebted to you for your “ Note” about-using the Jardine. snap 
for pike-paternostering instead of the single hook, which I found did, not answer. 
Is there any snap-tackle that can be used for trolling proper (not spinning)? . I 
have tried to combine the Jardine snap with gorge-hook, but it was rather clumsy, 
and made the gimp double. If there is such tackle, where can it be got? 

Have you ever tried small flounders as baits for bass?’ It is only now. and then 
that.a few of the big bass enter the Cuckmere in Sussex, but each large bass that 
I have seen there, with two exceptions, have been trying to catch flounders, which 
they drive to the surface, and even out of the water... I have been unable to keep 
baits alive to try at the proper time, but have tried a dead one by letting it be car- 
ried down the swift current at the mouth and reeling it back. ‘However, I was not 
successful, nor have I been able to take any there with the usual artificial baits.—I 
am, Xc., ADB. Ws 

P.S.—lI inclose my card. 


[| Messrs. Hardy Brothers, of Alnwick, make a snap-tackle for use with a dead 
bait for pike, perch, and trout, which we advise ‘A. P, W.” to try. The bait hangs 
head down, just as with the old-fashioned lead gorge-hooks, and is used in the same 
way, only that you strike almost directly you feel a run. Many anglers confound 
trolling with spinning ; but in trolling as taught by Nobbs (the first to make this 
style popular), the bait does not spin, and is not intended to spin. You cast itinto 
any likely spot for a pike, let it sink, then draw it to the surface slowly, and repeat 
this sinking and drawing process until you have fished all the water from the spot 
where the bait first fell right up to your feet ; the bright bait shoots down: (as you 
drop the point of your rod) in a slanting direction, and often enough wakes up a 
lazy pike by falling on him, then he “ goes for it” with a vengeance.—ED. | 





SEA-FISHING AT THE ISLE OF MAN:} 

S1r,—Can you inform me as to whether there is any good sea-fishing at the Isle 
of Man in October and November, for what fish, and what towns to go? Also where 
could a stranger and his wife get comfortable quarters, and at what price per week, 
inclusive? Any information as to tackle, bait, &c., for rod work will be very ac- 
ceptable,—I am, &e., H. #, K. 

[H. E. K. could not go to a better place for sea-fishing. Mr. S. Kelly, Market- 
place, Ramsey, will give information.—ED. | : 





DIFFICULTY IN CATCHING PERCH IN A PRIVATE WATER. 
S1r,—A fishing-tackle maker and well-known angler residing in London told me 
the other day that he knows a private water which abounds with perch up to 2lb. in 
weight. (1) He has regularly fished this water for 3 or 4 years ; (2) tried minnows, 
dace, worms, gentles, &c. ; (3) fished it in every conceivable way, at all times, and at 





TATT A eS 


£. T y A ny mW warn 
all depths, in clear water and cloudy, and up to the present he has not suceeeded in 
taking a single perch, 80 in sheer disgust-I recommended hini to try a shrimp. . He 
says there is a stream running through the mere on lake} but surely this would not 
account for his non-success.—I am, &c., : ves ~ ; M.. A, 
N.B.—I told him I would let’ you know, so I have no doubt he will see this letter, 
and, if necessary, corroborate it, sips Sot 
qeeste 68 ep} BO- of 2? antag 


OLD DONEGAL, vita eu 


Srr,—Your correspondent, “J.J. D.,” admits some of his knowledge was acquired 
some years since, m3 ; 2 Ants 

I think that if he was to go to Dungloe now he would be sadly taken in, -The 
owners of the lake seem to think that water is of more importance than white 
trout ; they have had sluice-gates constructed at the lower end of the lake, so that when 
a flood comes they get some water, but the fresh-run sea-trout find their former: way 
up stopped. Bie ma sid so avid efaigepocs 

From this I think “J. J. D,” will admit that his information (which would have 
been very valuable a few years ago) is not quite up to date—I am, kc, 

76, Avenue-road, Regent's Park, RICHD, DE Q. QUINCEY, 





LOCH-FISHING. » 


Srr,—I was pleased to know that “ W. J. C.” was interested by my remarks about 
loch-fishing, and now I see Mr. Murdoch has given him, and all your readers, the 
benefit of his experience, so that Mr. “W. J.C.” is likely to have a surfeit of in- 
formation—more particularly as much of it (as will how appear) will be of a con- 
tradictory nature. gh} : ib Pics 

Mr. Murdoch recommends a 10ft. rod ; but he does not say whether this is fora 
boat, or from the side, and it cannot be too well known that these two methods are 
totally distinct—at any rate, as usually practised, and that the tackle, and even the 
flies should be somewhat different, ie cicew baslloH i 31 

Tam very fond of loch-fishing—preferring it, indeed, to river ; but as I never fish 
from a boat, I know little or nothing of that’ branch of the sport—in fact, when- 
ever I have fished from a boat, I have been exceptionally unfortunate, 

Ican hardly suppose that Mr. Murdoch recommends a 10ft. rod for shore-fishing— 
I should feel about as helpless as with a walking-stick ; 14ft., I shonld say, would be 
more the thing. My rod weighs 131b. (but I should prefer a lighter one), the reel 
2lb, ; so that, instead of 22}0z., my “rig-out” weighs almost 2lb.. But certainly I 
think this is too much, and I should be glad to know how much a 14f¢, or 142 ft, 
rod ought to weigh. The reel is a Nottingham wood one ; having once discovered 
the comfort of the Nottingham reel, I should be sorry to go back to’a’brass one, - 

The line should be dressed silk, and a’tapered length of twisted gut of about 5ft 
between it and the cast isa great advantage, it d pant) 

As regards flies, I will say little. I always try to imitate the natural article, but 
more in a general way than individually, I have generally found the smallest flies 
the beats and that the so-called loch flies are of little use to catch large fish in calm 
weather. sii 

Mr. “ W. J. ©.” will see from the above that there is plenty of diversity and 
variety in the opinions and tastes of anglers, and possibly in those of fish—long may 
it remain so. “i fe bee oer 

Localities vary ; every loch has a character of its own i i 
chin ny, anes 8 wn, and so, in my belief, have 
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BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. 


Guaranteed Waterproof. Price 42s. 
The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. With the addition of 
our“ Bailey” Apron makes a perfect Riding Waterproof 
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Soles cannot be Softened by Immersion in Water. 
(REGISTERED 39981.) 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886, 
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WATERPROOFS. 
Fishing INVERNESS FISHING AND SHOOTING . CAPE. 
Trousers.Guaranteed “Waterproof. Prices, 24s. and 428 
The Inverness Cape beifg 80, loose, gives thorough, ventila- 


Fishing tion ana perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
Stockings."* elastics to put arms,through. js 49 [fir depo 


Fishing’ 
Socks. 










Fishing 
Brogues. 


Fishing 
Boots. 


Fishing 
Bags. 
Fi hing 
Rod 
Cases. 


Fishing’ 
Coats, 
Fishing 
Capes. 
Fishing SS \ 
Hats, Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


INDIARUBBER. LEATHER-LIN ED ‘ 
FISHING and SNIPE SHOOTIN 
THIGH BOOTS, 


GIVE EXCELLENT WEAR. REQUIRE NO. DRESSING. 
MADE ALSO IN KNEE BOOTS.) 
ALL SIZES KEPT READY IN STOOK. | 





ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERS 


Works; BOW ROAD, E, And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 


THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 


QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, €,C, 





UN, 37, 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. The Fishing Gazette. 


SEASIDE. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1887. 


An Improved Service of FAST TRAINS is now running to YAR- 
MOUTH, LOWESTOFT, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, 
Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, AND FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 
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AUTUMN SALMON ANGLING. 
THE UGIE, ABERDEENSHIRE. 
COLONEL FERGUSON OF PITFOUR’S FISHERY. 


THIS salmon river is in the Buchan district of Aberdeenshire. It 
ig formed by the union of two considerable streams which take 
respectively the names of South and North, or Muckle and Little 
Ugie. From source to junction in the Haughs of Rora, below Long- 
side, these streams have each a course of from 17 to 18 miles ; and 
the Ugie proper, or united “ waters,” has a run of five and a half 
miles to the sea at Inverugie, a mile and a quarter north of the 
town of Peterhead, the herrin’ capital of the North-East of Scotland. 
The Ugie’s fluvial territory may be estimated at 146 square miles, 
and its minimum discharge of water into the sea at from eight 
million to nine million gallons daily. 





















BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE.—EXCURSION TICKETS are issued 
DAILY by any Train from LIVERPOOL STREET, &c, Fares: 3s., 1s, 9d., 1s, 6d. 


For full particulars see Bills. 
ondon, September, 1887. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


TObBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx’’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, Xc., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 





“TIUNDER AND LIGHTNING.” 


On both branches of the river and their iributaries a great deal of free fishing 
for trout can be had by or without asking permission, and in searcely a single 
case where it is necessary to apply for liberty is any difficulty experienced in 
obtaining it. Colonel Ferguson of Pitfour, proprietor of the salmon fishings 
both in the river and ex adverso, charges anglers £2 2s. fora license to fish with 
rod and line during the season, and local anglers £1 1s. for a license for one 
month. In the case of strangers, however, he agrees to a license for one month 
or any shorter period being granted for the small sum of 10s. 6d. The holder 
of a license has liberty to angle in every legitimate manner for salmon, grilse, 
sea-trout, finnock, and yellow trout over the whole extent of the salmon water of 
the Uyie and both its branches. The license is in these words :— 


UA 
“ LickNsE TO FIsH. 
“Mr. Murdoch, 164, Crown-street, Aberdeen, has permission to fish for Trout 
and Salmon, with the Rod, on the River Ugie from this date till the com- 
mencement of the next Annual Close Time for the district of that River ; but 


(LATE ADLINGTON y § By) so as not to interfere with the Rights of other Proprietors. 
AND UTCHIN 0 j “Ww. AINSLIE, Factor. 
E<.. Fs Rel 2D fe Fs «“ Pitfour Estate Offices, by Mintlaw, N.B., 15th Sept., 1887.” 
2 Being a very late river, the Ugie, except during the “ back-end,” is of little im- 
Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, portance from a salmon angling point of view, as the flush of the run of fish is 


not usually “‘on” until within a few weeks of the annual closetime In spring 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, the fish show no inclination to enter the river, but in summer a fair number— 
ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY | of grilse, chiefly—wou!d doubtless ascend were it not for the nets. These, it is 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- only too true, are an effectual trap, as by the by-law of 7th March, 1865, which 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. ; determined the estuary of the Ugie, fixed nets are allowed to fish within 200 
None Genuine Neer pe oa is our name { Agington © Sate pens \ Kendal. ards of reas side ae the ie of the river. Commenting on this arrange- 
AY BH HAD FROM MOST RESPECTARLE TACKLE Wee neEe. ment, Mr. Archibald Young, Advocate, Inspector of Scotch Salmon Fisheries, 


a NES remarks that “it is therefore not unnatural to suppose that the proximity of 
TROUT, MORT, and SALON Pee, eo TACKLE. LINES, and EVERY | these nets may have something to do with the very small proportion of fish that 


ESTABLISHED 1745. ascend the river.” The results of the netting at sea afford conclusive evidence 


eS that early in season very few salmon frequent the coast line in the Ugie district. 
GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 
orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 
FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and a!l 
other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 
Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Fiies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d. 
per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 23. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, cr Eyed 
Hooke. EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent lor 
the Celebrated English Split- e Fly Rods, made by 


ene: 2) “ Danpy.” 
Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and bas Special Patterns for Dry- At . 
Fly Fishing, as used by some : ‘ the fee Hc amet 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Haton an eller's Rods. . ‘ ° . 
rheee Reale &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.'s Some years are, of course, earlier than others, but in even the earliest there 1s 


Hickory ‘jeios Greenheart rye Relat, iekah cektas test trina andl Obey Gee nothing like a strong appearance of fish until after the month of March. The 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. his Gut is of the best qua’ ainable, and carefully a A At . io 
Brea Biles mah to order, 8; OF in Lane earns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating ites and: How! | Gt ilse begin to appear about June—and with them the sea-trout but from that 


to Dress Them.” G. H., having persopal and practical knowiedge of Fly- time till the end of the netting season the estuary (?) netters capture the bulk 
Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his of the fish that make the attempt to enter the river. The netting, at what is 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. i 

a 


a 





PIKE and GENERAL FISHING in tbe Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or presently paid for it, is a paying concern. In 1880, 433 salmon and 462 grilse 

were caught ; in 1881, 433 salmon and 725 grilse ; in 1882, 380 salmon and 313 
grilse ; in 1883, 422 salmon and 615 grilse ; and in 1884, 422 salmon and 533 
grilse. The season, which is of precisely the same duration as that of the river 
Ythan, extends from February 25 to September 10. The customary weekly 
n'a Gb M8 C58 7 CyB. slap, to admit of fish pushing their way inland, is observed. Most of the grilse 
weigh from 3} to 6lb., very few 7b. ; salmon from 6} to 12lb. Heavy fish are 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &e. | caught shortly before the season ends—a good number some years. Few, how- 


George Holland, 96, Grane Street, Salisbury. 








must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. ; “ -le” 
Contr, butions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- ater. exceed 301b. weight. These muckle . fish, as they are called, undoubtedly 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. belong to the third or late migration which in long-seasoned rivers and all rivers 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and | of note on the east coast south of the Ness takes place in the autumn, or “ back- 


addresses, not necessarily as si ti hei tti but as rant d faith, ane > ° . 
aoc vale be Gee ee ee ten pe geascngteces moth er EP ec of good faith, Unless | onq” of the year. This is certainly the best time of the whole season for angling 


THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be Wbiained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and | on the Ugie for salmon, as between the middle of September and the end of 

Sa a Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealersin London | Qctober, when the rod-fishing closes, fish are continually ascending the river, 

an 6 Provinces. : A a . . . 
unless indeed (as is seldom the case so late in the year), there is too little 











TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. volume of water to admit of their doing so. All along the various stretches 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low Marston and Co, : ae 4 , * 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. z : > | from the sea at Inverugie to Balus Bridge on the South Ugie, and to Gaval 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland... 10s. 6d. Bridge on the North Ugie, fish are almost every year quite plentiful by the 
» Gvree Months rt us . : nbs middle of October ; but the lowermost (or main river) section of this immense 
» . woes oe . 5 : 
To America and the Continent, the annual subseription, including postage 12 6 length of salmon water 1s usually capitally stocked a fortnizht to three weeks 
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before. Moved by spates, the fish push farther and farther up river as the season 
wears on. 

Purposely to benefit the rod-fishers, Colonel Ferguson—with commendable 
good sense and in the spirit of a true sportsman—two years ago ceased to exer- 
cise his right to net the tidal portions of the river, and it is very gratifying to 
have to report that since that date the angling has improved considerably. Be BY 
course of time it will doubtless improve still more, and the effect of the with- 
drawal of the nets may possibly be to make the river a little earlier. ; 

The Ugie, although somewhat sluggish here and there, is nevertheless a nice 

little river. Anyone could fish it, and with a 16ft. rod cast from bank to bank 
with greatest ease ; there is no scrambling over rocks and up scraggy steeps to 
tax one’s endurance and sure-footedness ; no occasion for wading, except to 
cross from one side to the other ; no necessity for switching or spey-casting, 
save very rarely, as there is more than ample space for the line getting to the full 
siretch behind ! 
- The Ugie, or main river, undoubtedly possesses more good water for salmon- 
angling than either the South or the North Ugie. In it the chief casts (named 
in the order in which the angler going down river would come upon them) are :— 
Boat House Pot, Long Pot, Swirl Pot, Buthlaw Boat Pot, Janety Keith, Stone- 
mill Falls, Woody Stream, Craig Stream, Craig Pot, Mill Stream, Sutor’s Pot, 
Pond’s Pot, Cruive Pot Stream, Cruive Pot, Meadow Pot Stream, Meadow Pot, 
Park Stream, and Bridge Pot. All those casts are held in high esteem by 
regular frequenters of the river ; but certainly when in perfect angling order the 
best of all are Buthlaw Boat Pot, Janety Keith, Sutor’s Pot, and Cruive Pot 
Stream. The named casts of second and third-rate order, nameless casts, and 
occasional casts number sixteen altogether. The whole extent of salmon water 
in Colonel Ferguson’s fishery is nothing short of 20 miles, both sides of river. 
It is fished by a very good class of anglers, and there’s aye plenty o’ room 
fora’. 








NOTES, 


Tue Twa GiiiEes.—First gillie, Donald, discovered sitting by the edge of 
an attenuated stream, hanging on to the end of a short clay pipe, under a 
blazing sun, about the middle of last July ; innocent visitor, sojourning at the 
neighbouring hotel, madly casting his line across the struggling water. Second 
gillie, coming up unexpectedly : “ Fat, Tonal, ye ken there’s nae fush in that 
bit streammie the noo?” First gillie: “Aw ken that, mon ; gentleman’s got 
nae whusky. Nae whusky, nae fush, Tonal!” Second gillie : “ What! Nivver! 





D'ye say sae?” First gillie: “ Fac’, lad ; an’ what’s mair, he disna ken a 
skelley frae a whitin’, he disna blaw bacco, he’s no marriet, he disna gang to 
the kirk, he whustles on the Sabbath, he ” Second gillie: ‘ Whist—that’s 


eneuch! Guid-day, Tonal!” 
There is every prospect of good sport on Loch Awe, An esteemed corre- 
spondent, who is going there for ten days’ fishing, tells us the loch is “ teeming 
with salmon and sea-trout.” 
ut ae a 5 ait aut 
Mr. William Wallace, Rhiconich Hotel, Sutherlandshire, writes : “ As Iintend 
giving free angling for salmon, grilse, and sea-trout on Loch Garbet Beg and 
the river Inchard during October, I would feel much obliged by your inserting 
my advertisement (inclosed) to that effect. I am glad to say I have hada 
remarkably good season, and the hotel is still quite full. Ihave personal experi- 
ence of the excellence of the GazErrE as an advertising medium.” 
a ers se a ae 


Turspay.—The autumn angling in the Heathcote Hydropathic Fishery of 


the Dee will not be in full swing for some days yet. Already, however, it has . 


begun, four fish, all newly run, having been killed since Tuesday last week. 
The river is in sufficient volume, but it is not remaining steady enough for good 
Sere ® ES % eS 
At the time of writing the Thames is brilliantly clear, any colour which may 
have got into it during the late rains having quite gone off. This clear state 
of the water is very favourable for chub-fishing. 
a & a ae 
Wasp-grubs are not used nearly as much as they ought to be in the Thames. 
Large roach will often take them when all other baits pass unheeded, and for 
chub they are first-rate. Those anglers who prefer the Nottingham style of 
fishing for chub have had a bad time of it this year, for, owing to the lowness 
of the water, very few of the best swims have been available, When the water 
is hardly moving it is one of the most tedious things possible to work float- 
tackle down to some favourite spot twenty yards distant. In fact, so much 
time is lost, that sport is sure to be anything but good. When a swim is, to 
use an Iris, -.m, not a swim—that is to say, unfishable with float-tackle—a light 
ledger sho Id always be tried. It requires casting with great precision and care 
for chub. @ 
ae as at ae as 
Some members of the Clapton Angling Society have been having splendid 
trout-fishing on the Don and other Aberdeenshire streams. See the society’s 
report this week. 
* 


* * * * 
Mr. George Currell, of Parchment-street, Winchester (late G. T. Cox), 
writes :— Sir,—At your suggestion I produced the Irresistible on Hutchinson's 


snecks, with tag, and without. If you are likely to get a chance, kindly try 
inclosed. ‘The single one on the strip of paper was used on Saturday last. Two 
brace of good ones, weighing close on 6lb. the lot, were caught with it. I may 
say, if you would kill an Itchen trout in the pink of its season, now is the time, 
up to the first week next month.” 

[The flies are tied to perfection, and we like the hooks very. much.—Ep. | 


SS SR 
———— _____ 


NEWSPAPER POACHERS. 
SOME anglers who contribute angling news, reports, &c., to London and pro- 
vincial papers, are in the habit of making up a considerable portion of their con- 
tributions from our columns, but without a word of acknowledgment to the 
GazeTTE. This is rank, bare-faced poaching. These “ contributors ” should at 
least have the courtesy to acknowledge whence they get their material ; but 
that would probably interfere with their remuneration, for no editor of a respect- 
able paper would knowingly pay a contributor for poaching in this way, serving 
up as original matter notes and reports stolen from our columns. We have no 
objection at all to reasonable extracts being made from our columns if they are 
properly acknowledged. 

enim emi rn 

———————————_—_—_—_—_—_——_——— 


THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors,48 South Molton-street, W, 
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THE IZAAK WALTON STATUE FUND. 
LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 





Pan. dl 

Amount already acknowledged  ....s.sse..000e fea aed 
Clapton Angling Society, = .ssescsseasscaccosneaes Oe 
LIST ae 


There are still some promised subScriptions not yet to hand. We 
shall be glad if all who intend to send will do go at once. 


SS 





VERY SoG rROouT ¥y 


I HAVE been interested in reading, under the above heading, the 
remarks of “ Rusticus” in a recent issue. 

As regards the 201b, trout “killed by the late Lord Craven,” it is 
not, it seems, generally known that this fine fellow was kept for 
years in his lordship’s stew, and from time to time taken out and 
weighed until he had attained the desired weight, when a minnow 
on a hook, presented by his lordship, was taken by this tame fish, 
and forthwith the papers blazoned forth the news of this wonderful 

?) catch. 
\ Whether the 183-pounder was caught in like manner, or won in the open 
river, Tam not aware. If the latter, it was an achievement to be proud of ; but, 
for the most part, these big fish have been taken in this neighbourhood by what 
true sportsmen call “ unfair means.” 

Take, for instance, that 16}-pounder, who, as your correspondent says, ‘‘ fed 
so kindly near Newbury Bridge.” What was his fate ? After being the wonder 
and admiration of hundreds, in a fatal moment he harks up to Town Mill tail, 
only to have a horrid net inclosed around him. Alas! alas! Such is big fish 
life in this Valley of the Kennet. 

“ Rusticus” is wrong in supposing that the above fish had “come down from 
the Hampstead Marshall water. Trout donotcome down—they invariably work 
up stream, and if not a born and bred Newburian, it is more than probable he 
had worked up from Mr. Tull’s water, at Crookham, 

I do not think I should have troubled you with these remarks were it not 
that I am enabled to supply “ Rusticus” with some “ written details,” of which 
he expresses a want when he says: “If the successors of the venerable Mr. 
Toomer, whom I well remember 50 years ago, had got in their possession any 
written details‘anent the feeding of the big trout their honoured ancestor Was so 
fond of retaining by the chapel and close to the Kennet towpath thereabouts, the 
data would be very interesting.” Now, though I am not in a position to supply 
details as to feeding, I can in respect of the breeding of these trout. 

Some years ago, the now “venerable” Mr. Toomer, son of the gentleman 
alluded to by “ Rusticus,” put into my hands the only written document by his 
honoured father, and here it is :— 


“*ON THE BREEDING OF TRovt,’ BY S. TOOMER, SEN., 1770. 


‘Fish in general are either oirperous or vipipirous : the remark made by 
8. T. has principally been on that species oirperous fish called trout, and first 
with respect to their propagation. Ata certain time of the year, mostly in the 
month of November, males and females pair, as birds do in spring ; and here is 
one thing to be remarked, something different to that species of animal called 
man—for if ten of these fish, only of different sizes, are confined in a place 
that suits them wherein to lay their spawn, you will see that the largest male 
and female will be a pair, and go on till they come to the smallest. The certain 
sign of pairing is when the male fish, laying at the bottom of the water by the 
side of its companion, takes the fore-fin of the female in its mouth and shakes 
its head with a quick motion about four or five times. This is the marriage 
article, and I never knew the contract broken until all had been done necessary 
to the propagation of their species in that year ; yet I confess I have sometimes 
seen that the male fish has been less attentive to this great concern than the 
female—she sometimes has been under the necessity of looking round for 
him, but never failed of sending him to the place where his presence was 
necessary. 

‘‘ About seven years ago I hada pair of trout that did not weigh less than 
28lb, The female I have often seen lay on her side at the bottom, and with a 
particular motion throw from her vent her spawn or seed, which were of the 
size of a full-grown pease, then mingle with the light sand and small gravel 


which are thrown up by the motion or flapping of her tail, aided by a gentle’ 


stream passing over the place which is now termed their rizzle. 

“When the female has thus parted with some of her spawn (perhaps not 
more than twenty) at one time, she leaves the place, and immediately the male 
takes her station, and on her eggs sheds from his vent a quantity of seed of the 
colour of milk, rather glutinous. This, I apprehend, impregnates the egg, which 
is now very soft, and in due time, which I find to be in the month of May fol- 
lowing, produces its young in great abundance. I once had in a small place two 
male trout, 7lb. weight each, and one female of the same size. There were 
many others, but they were too small to attract the love of these great 
gentlemen, who fought near a fortnight for the lady, and were not at rest 
till the one who proved the conqueror had so disabled his antagonist that he not 
only gave up all pretentions to the object of his love, but died of his wounds 
soon after. Iam by no means an advocate for shedding of blood, or would have 
prevented the fatal consequence by separating the combatants ; but I did hope 
it would have ended more to my satisfaction.” 

I trust this may prove interesting not only to “ Rusticus,” but to many of your 
general readers. Of course, since the paper was writtea—117 years ago—immense 
improvements have been made in the artificial rearing of fry ; nevertheless, the 
habits of the fish themselves have undergone no change. Nature remains the 
same, and the accurate observations of Mr. Toomer are of as much value now as 
a hundred and more years ago, when they were written. 

In conclusion, having spoken with regret of the unfair means by which, for 
the most part, our giants of the Kennet have fallen a prey to their enemy man, 
I ought not, in common justice, to pass over in silence that splendid fellow caught 
by the late Mr. Slocock with rod, line, and boiled potato, under Newbury 
Bridge, some years since, which “kicked the beam” at over 9b. Would that 
we could say of all our leviathans in this Kennet Valley that they were as well 


won. Marcus H. Lewis 
CSS ee 
2A 


Tuxy tell in Lewiston, Me., of an oysterman whose saloon used to be on Maine- 
street, and who was the slowest man in the State, One day he died, and soon after 
a citizen said to Erastus, the oysterman’s son: “ Erastus, your father died rather 
sudden, didn’t he?” “ Well, yes,” said Erastus, “sudden for him,” 
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TROUT-FISHING WITH THE WET FLY. 
By “E. M. W.” 
(Continued from p. 164.) 
Flies.—In fishing with the wet or drowned fly three can be used, 
but Lam not sure that two would not be better, more particularly 
in a stream much hampered with rock and bush. 

The flies ought to be about 2ft. Gin. apart when using three, and 
about 3ft. to 3ft. 6in. when two only are employed. They can be 
attached to the casting-line either by making a loop at the end of 
the gut on which the fly is mounted, placing this loop over a joint 
in the casting-line, threading the fly through, and then drawing 
tight ; or by making a knot at the end of the gut, knotting the gut 
round the casting-line above a joint, and then drawing tight till the 
knot comes home. 

Should the trout manifest a decided partiality for a particular fly, it is as well 
to put up two of that kind, one as tail fly, the other as bob fly, with some other 

attern between them as dropper. Constant examination of the flies is abso- 

utely necessary, to see that the points of the hooks are not broken or bent, or 
the gut at ihe head of the fly worn. Many a fish is lost through want of atten- 
tion to this simple precaution. When using two flies of the same pattern, it is 
advisable to have them slightly different in size or colour, as the condition of the 
water and state of weather may suggest. 

And now as‘to the variety and number of flies with which an angler should 
be equipped. W. Barry, in “Moorland and Stream,” leads us to suppose that if 
the trout are hungry it matters little what sort of fly is offered them. Stewart 
pins his faith on six patterns, three dressed buz and three winged. -Pennell 
reduces his list to three, all dressed buz. ‘These authors scout the-idéa that the 
trout possesses a keen discrimination in the choice of food, and laugh’at the idea 
of an angler being provided with patterns of the various flies which appear on the 
water at different seasons ; yet Ido not suppose they will dispute that in nearly 
every month fresh and distinct varieties of flies make their appearance, varying also 
in many respects according to the locality. Would it not rather surprise a gardener 
if, some morning, he were to find cabbages growing where he expected a fine 
show of roses ? And would it not equally astonish him were he to find ripe straw- 
berries in the open and in mid-winter, in Scotland, let us say. And these illus- 
trations are not far-fetched, unless we are to suppose that the trout is absolutely 
ignoiant of the sort of food he is taking ; and to prove that this not so, almost 
every angler who has watched trout feeding has seen them allow fly after fly to 
pass unnoticed until the right sort came along. I remember one occasion par- 
ticularly when I was much struck by the slight difference between the flies 
rejected and those taken. The flies were Olive Duns ; but Iam sorry to say I 
forget in what the difference consisted—I know it, was but small. 

No doubt, “ general” flies are often of great service. It. frequently happens 
that when no imitation of the taking fly succeeds, some “patent medicine” will 
do the business, either because the imitation is not good enough, or, perhaps, 
because trout, like ourselves, sometimes require a change of -diet, or because the 
fancy fly bears a resemblance to more than one of the flies “ up.” Dr. Hamilton, 
in his delightful work on “ Fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” gives a list 
of various angling publications, with the number of flies as recommended by 
each author. Aldam’s “Quaint Treatise” is not mentioned, though, judging 
from what Francis Francis says of it, and by its price, it must be a most valuable 
guide to the fly-dresser. 

The following works are mentioned in’Dr. Hamilton’s list :— 


Date. Book. 





~*~ Author. Number of flies given, 
1653, “ Complete Angler”..c:i.... cccseeeeeeeees Tzaak Walton ....-.14, besides Palmers 
1662, ‘“‘ The Experienced Angler” ............ Venables ............ Long list, 3 of each sort 
1700. ‘Anglers’ Vade Mecum” ....... hice ete —— 30 
1803. “Complete Angler” (7th edition) ...Baxter ..........+++ Long list, besides 
: ae 7 4° Palmers 
1814. “ Autobiography of Angling” ....... RiP, Best; hecsusadeanees 42, besides Palmers 
1822, “ Complete Anglers’ Vade Mecum ”...Capt. Williamson...20 
1839.“ Anglers’ Manitaleyges: Ski. cosas ste one TOM AUC | s.eseterens 46 
S.L846,. Hints on Ang lingeteatt.cs-.sdeusyes+e “ Palmer Hackle”’.,20 
1847. “ Handbook of Angling” ............... “ Hphemera” ...... 92 
1849, “Senior Angler” ........40..3 Grate cdie sss Wheatley «..........+ 14 
~ 1850. F, POD EMI OMA! a...- aos aenate ct cveper ep oneh G. Ackerman ...... 3 Palmers 
MIINOTIA Mi vais cs sc deecethe ees abet oeeSoce Humphry Davy ...12 
© Miphabet of Angling ",c..s.ccssss0s00-CNMIC ...400-00.0000> 25 to 30 


From my own small library I obtain the following data :— 
Ronalds. 


¢ Mostly winged 
France's 


. Mostly winged, manythaving several dressings 
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Theakstone ... 90 ... Mostly winged 

Pritt ............ 62°... Nearly all hackle, only six winged 
Hamilton ...... 25 ... Mostly winged ; suggests a few more 
Stewart ......... 6 ... 3 winged and 3 buz 

Bonnell... 3... All hackle 


ae? a d ffsrence with a vengeance—from Pennell’s 3 flies to ‘ Ephemera’s ” 

Mr. Francis Francis gives an abridged list of some 22 flies as being absolutely 
necessary ; but it must be remembered that to this list must be added many 
of the Duns and Spinners, and which for practical purposes might figure in the 
list as other varieties of flies. 
_ I find that for general fishing (loch-fishing excepted) I cannot do with less 
than from 35 to 40 varieties of flies, which number includes the many sorts of 
Duns. In addition, one must have different sizes and shades of the same fly, and 
in many cases it is necessary to have the fly dressed buz, as well as winged. 
Local fishermen are generally correct as to the exact colour of the flies which 
take best on their particular water, but their hooks and gut are almost invariably 
abominable ; it is, therefore, a good plan to take a small stock of the best gut 
and hooks with one, and get the professional of the locality to dress such flies as 
he recommends. A little present of good gut and hooks, besides payment for 
the flies, is often the means of acquiring a correct tip. On looking through my 
log I find that the flies which have actually killed most fish are : Hare’s Har and 
Yellow, Hare’s Ear Dun, Blue Dun, Olive Dun, Golden Dun Midge, Ash Fox, 
Red Quill, Stone Fly, Coch-a-bondhu, Cowdung, Greenwell’s Glory, Red Spinner, 
March Brown, Red Hackle, Soldier Palmer, Orange Wren, Scarlet Wren, and 
Dotterel Dun, It must be remembered that this list only shows the flies which 
killed most fish, and many a day would the creel have been empty but for the 
assistance of other varieties. 

It seems to me unreasonable to argue that a fly which kills well in the North 
of Scotland should kill equally well in the South of England or the West of 


_ *“Floating Flies, and How to Dress Them,” by Frederic M, Halford, contains 90 
illustrations of flies, coloured by hand,—Ep, 








Ireland, at all seasons and in all weathers ; but how and where is the line to be 
drawn at the necessary varieties? I would therefore suggest to the beginner 


the following list for general purposes to be altered or added to as occasion 
may demand :— 




























































March Brown, Red Spinner, Red Hackle, Greenwell’s Glory, Governor, 
Coachman, Cowdung, Alder, Black Gnat, Red Quill Gnat, Coch-a-bondhu, 
Hare’s Ear and Yellow, Hare’s Ear Dun, Olive Dun, Golden Dun Midge, Blue 
Dun, Stone Fly, Partridge and Grouse Hackles, Scarlet Wren, Orange Wren, 
August Dun, Yellow Dun, Sedge Fly, Soldier Palmer, Wickham’s Fancy, Red 


and Black Spiders, Dotterel Dun. These flies should be in two sizes—medium 
and small. 


Odds and Ends.—It will be found very convenient to carry a few rubber bands, 
some pins, a piece of twine, some waxed thread, and two or three yards of brass 
wire (size about No. 27 B.W.G.). The angler should also be provided with a 
good strong knife (with a corkscrew), a pair of scissors, a pair of 4in. cutting 
pliers, and a fine three-cornered file. 


How to Fish.—I have as yet come across no description of how to cast which 
fulfils its object. The truth is, as I have previously observed, that no book can 
teach onethe use of the rod. The only suggestions of much practical value are :— 
Allow the line to extend itself behind you before bringing it forward for the cast ; 
use the wrist and forearm in casting as much as possible ; do not commence with 
too long a line ; under all circumstances, use, the shortest line possible, for you 
can strike quicker, and the fish is more under control than with @ long line. Of 
course, there are occasions in. which the latter must be emplo ed. 


Fish up-stream whenever you can, in preference to fishing down, for the 
following reasons :— 


1. The fish lying with their heads up-stream are not so likely to be aware of 
your approach. 

2. On hooking a fish you are better able to bring it down to you in water 
already fished, thus avoiding the disturbance of water ahead of you. 

3. The flies come down more naturally and with less commotion. 

4. You have more command over the fish, and can consequently kill it more 
easily. 

5. You are less likely toa breakage by strikingja heivy fish too hard, as the 
weight of the stream is with you. 


But it frequently occurs that the most favourable wind is down-stream, owing 
to the course of the river. You will therefore use alonger line, and itis necessary 
to take advantage of every shelter obtainable. The line must be cast as much 
across the stream as the wind or the impedimenta on the banks will permit. As 
the flies float down, follow them with the point of the rod, aud before the line 
ig carried out to its full extent withdraw for a fresh cast, for it is evident that 
should the line be allowed to get taut the stream would cause a considerable 
ripple round the flies, and the sight of an insect, presumibly drowned, making 
headway against a strong current is not likely to establish any confidence in a 
wary trout. 

If, from the position you happen to be in, it should seem desirable to fish some 
spot below you, possibly under low-stretching branches, or in an eddy under 
some overhanging bank, and beyond the reach of your original cast, pay out 
line with the hand as the flies are swept round, and fast enough for them to 
travel with the current without causing a ripple. Of course, with so much slack 
line one is very likely to miss striking, unless the trout are feeding very 
greedily. ; J 

In fishing down-stream care must be taken not to strike too hard. A quick 
raising of the rod-top and tautning of the line is only necessary. Of course, 
the difficulty is to execute this gently, and at the same time smartly, and there 
are many people, in other matters experienced fishermen too, who at the sight 
of a rise cannot prevent themselves from hitting the fish with unnecessary 
vigour. 

Te fishing up-stream raise the point of your rod gently as the flies come down, 
and when they are about abreast of you withdraw for a fresh cast. If a fish 
continues to feed after you have cast over him, or if he comes a second time at 
you, keep at him till he either takes or leaves off rising. I remember casting 
over, or at, the same fish fourteen times, and on ‘the fifteenth occasion I got 
him—a good fish, over 13lb. I was kneeling behind a clump of rushes ; he was 
rising on the opposite side, with a strong current between us, so that the fly 
was often whisked away from him by the stream just as he was about to take. 
My rod was not long enough to preventa considerable portion of the line getting 
into the current. 

Do not think that because you fish up-stream you need not adopt any pre- 
cautions. You must avail yourself of every inch of shelter. You must also 
study every place you are about to fish, so as to present your flies in the most 
natural manner to the trout. ; 

Absolutely still water, such as mill-dams, you need not waste time in trying, 
unless there be a good ripple on, or in the evening. Until you know the best 
spots, fish every, bit of a stream wherever the water is in motion and deep 
enough to cover a trout. 

T have avoided entering into many details, for I should but be repeating 
that which Messrs. Francis Francis and Stewart have so fully and clearly 
explained in their respective works. Space, moreover, is wanting for a com- 
plete and comprehensive irestment of the subject. 
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A HYBRID PHANTOM. 


Mr. ALFRED Morris, “ Marston Works,” of Redditch, sends us a 
bait which he says is found very killing by his customers, and we 
can quite believe it. It isa sort of hybrid “ Phantom,” having the 
well-known head and spinning fins of that celebrated bait invented 
by Mr. Brown, of Aberdeen, and a soft, solid, flexible body, from 
which protrude the bends and points of three hooks, the shanks 
being secured in the interior of the bait, so there is no gut to rot or 
crack, It is a very simple bait, nicely made, and with a swivel 
at the head must spin well. Coloured to please various tastes ;—we 
prefer. blue back and silver belly, and brown back with ditto. 
It is an inexpensive bait. 


Pa 
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HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—Some occupations tend to the development of certain 
diseases, and those who toil as miners are peculiarly liable to rheumatism, lumbago, and other allied 
complaints. In the gold-fields and copper mines Holloway’s remedies have been largely patronised by 
the workers to their very great adyantage, and they can be confidently recommended as invaluable 
remedies for inward congestions, spasms, and cramps in the bowels, and all those conditions of the 
lungs and liver to which those who work underground or in impure atmospheres are 80 peculiarly 
liable. For cuts, bruises, sprains, and stiffened joints, the action of Holloway’s Ointment is eminently 
healing and soothing, and a supply should always be at hand in case of need, 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 
NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “ WE GO A-FISHING.” 
By Epwarp Hamitton, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout,and Grayling,” Se. 


(Continued trom page 152.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 


No rod-fisher cannot fail to observe that constant associate of man, 
Tue Roox (Corvus frugilegus). Order, Passeres ; Fam., Corvide, 
commonly, but erroneously, called, the Crow—as he struts about the 


meadows, seeking for slugs and worms, larve, and the like. The rook was 
formerly the most unjustly maligned of the feathered race: he sucked hen’s 


h YL EL 
My) 


Uy 


/ Ye Y ce 





THE Rook. 


eggs, eat the young chicks in the poultry yard, devoured the new-sown corn, 
and had the audacity to follow the husbandman in the field and try and deceive 
him by his friendship ; he tore up the roots of the fresh-sprouting wheat out 
of mischief, and gobbled up all the fruit on the trees. In fact, at one time he 
was considered such a delinquent that every man’s hand was against him. In 
the reign of bluff King Harry, rooks and crows were so numerous, and were 
thought to be so detrimental to the farmers, that an Act was passed for their 
destruction. Every hamlet was to provide crow-nets for two years, and the 
inhabitants were obliged at certain times to assemble and concert measures for 
their extermination. Spencer, in his “ Shepherd’s Calendar,” alludes to this : 


‘‘ For once I heard my father say 
How he him caught upon a day 
Whereof he will be wroken, 
Entangled in a fowling net 
Which he for carrion crows had set 
That in our pear-tree haunted.” 


Ray, in his edition of “ Willughby,” says : “These birds are noisome to corn 
and grain. If rooks infest your corn, they are more terrified by taking a rook 
and plucking it limb from limb in their sight, and then casting the several 
limbs about your fields, than if you hung up half-a-dozen dead ones.” 

But we live in better times now, and appreciate the rook’s assistance to hus- 
bandry in the numerous enemies to seeds of all kinds, which make up his daily 
diet. The late Lord Erskine was so convinced that this bird was the farmer's 
friend that he wrote a poem on the subject, in which he makes the rook address 
him after the bailiff had been dealing destruction on a colony of these birds : 


“'Touch’d with the sharp but just appeal, 
Well-turn’d, at least, to make me feel, 
Instant this solemn oath I took— 

No hand shall rise against a rook.” 


Rooks at times desert their nests and the trees they have been accustomed to. 
The cause is often a mystery. A remarkable instance occurred this spring :— 


“A WHOLESALE EvicTIoN In SoMERSET.—The Elm rookery at Stapelgrove has 
been completely deserted by the rooks—to the number of one hundred and fifty— 
“apparently in one day. This might well be considered a very ominous event, pre- 
saging death and disaster to the proprietor; but happily a different explanation 
can be given, Some men working near observed a pair of crows pillaging the 
rookery, driving away the rightful owners, and sucking their eggs, The working 
men did not fully comprehend the meaning of the attack, and omitted to go to the 
rescue in time. Every nest now has its empty eggshells, and not a rook remaining. 
Naturalists may like to know that the date of the burglary was the 5th April.” 


It is very interesting to watch the flight of these birds, particularly 
in the evening, when they return to their rookeries after the day’s work, 
streaming home in twos and threes. Those already assembled receive each lot 
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with much fuss and noise, and when the greater part are collected together, of 


a sudden up they all rise and gambol in mid-air before retiring to rest. 


“Behold the rooks—how odd their flight— 
They imitate the sliding kite, 
And seem precipitate to fall, 
As if they felt the piercing ball.” 


Black as he looks, his plumage is richly glossed with purple on the upper 
parts, particularly on the head and neck ; the beak is black, and in the adult 
bird the forehead, lores, chin, and throat are bare, the skin being scabious, and 


of a grey hue. In the carrion crow the feathers cover all these parts, and thus 
can be distinguished ; but young rooks are also feathered at the beak until the 


first moult. 





As 


No. 1.—Heap or THE Rook. 


No. 2.—HEAD OF THE CaRRION Crow. 


Rooks are very early breeders, and begin repairing their nests at the first 
change from wintry weather. Gilbert White alludes to this in his verses on 
the dry, warm weather in winter :— 


“Sooth’d by the genial warmth, the cawing rook 
Anticipites the spring, selects her mate, 
Haunts her tall nest trees, and with sedulous care 
Repairs her wicker eyrie—tempest torn,” 
And Thomson, in “ Spring ”:— 


“Should my steps turn to the rural seat 
Where lofty elms and venerable oaks 
Invite the rook, who, high amid the boughs, 
In early spring his airy city builds.” 


A constant associate of the rook is 


Tue Jackpaw (Corvus monedulu), Fan., Corvide, 


building in the holes of the trees in which the rooks have their nests, a3 well as 
in church-towers, ruins, and cliffs, seeking the same kind of food ; one seldom 
sees a flight of rooks without the lesser bird being amongst them. The jackdaw 
is a sad pilferer, and particularly fond of other birds’ eggs and their young ; 


1 


he has been seen to take the callow young from a pigeon’s nest, break open 





TuE JACKDAW. 


their skulls, devour the brains, leaviag the rest of the body untouched. We 
have seen him search the Corinthian columns of the houses in some of the 
London squares, and bring out and eat young sparrows one after the other, to 
the great distress of the old birds, who dare not attack him. According to 
Ovid, the jackdaw was the bird of Minerva, but was displaced in favour of 
the owl owing to the jackdaw having told tales; hence he is designated 
“chattering.” 

The bird is much smaller than the rook, and is at once distinguished by his 
grey head and neck. He is very fond of perching on the vanes of the steeples 
of churches, so well described by Cowper :— Nie ate 

“ There is a bird who, by his coat, 
And by the hoarseness of his note 
Might be supposed a crow. 
A great frequenter of the church, 
Where, bishop-like, he finds a perch 
And dormitory too. 


“ Above the steeple shines a plate 
That turns and turns’to indicate ; 
From what point blows the weather. 
Look up—your brains begin to swim ; 
’Tis in the clouds, that pleases him— 
He chooses it the rather,” 
(To be continued.) 
ES AL EERE EN 
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SPORTSMAN’S TAILORING.—Fishing Suits, made from Sanitary-dyed or Natural-Coloured Wools, ~ 
Waterproof yet evaporable ; made throughout on Dr, Jaeger's system (recommended by H, Qhol- 


mondeley-Penneil, Ksq.)—For patterns, prices, and instructions for self-measurement, a ly to 
T.B, JOHNSTON, 7, Lord-street, LIVERPOOL, ion 
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[| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “* Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked Ouvs Report outside envelope; and should be as brief as possible.) 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of delegates was held at the Foresters’-hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday evening, Sept. 19th, representatives from forty-seven clubs being 
present, Mr. Trustee Manning took the chair. The minutes of the previous delegates’ 
meeting were read and confirmed ; also the minutes of the Renting and Preservation 
Committee of Sept. 5th. The first business was to enrol two new societies—one 
called the Royal Small Arms Angling Society, held at the Royal Small Arms Hotel, 
Enfield. Mr. S. G. Gregory is the secretary, Government-row, Enfield, and the 
society at present consists of seventeen members, It was unanimously decided to 
enrol them. The next, the Great Eastern Railway Angling Society, held at the 
Railway Tavern, Angel-lane, Stratford. Mr. W. Weaver, secretary, 4, Steward’s- 
road, Leyton-road, Stratford New Town. They have ten members, and was duly 
enrolled. The enrolment of the Havelock Angling Society and the Gladstone 
Angling Society was confirmed by the meeting. In reply to a question, the 
secretary, Mr. Ghurney, stated the number of the last privileged tickets issued was 
2,990. Our old and esteemed friend, Mr. G. H. Field, has been obliged, in consequence 
of ill-health, to resign for the present the various offices he so ably filled to 
the advantage of the Association. It was proposed that his resignation 
be accepted with great regret, and that a letter be written to him thanking 
him for his numerous past services, and expressing a hope that he may soon 
be restored to health, and be able to be with us again. Carried. 
A complaint wag received from Uxbridge of a man fishing the waters belonging to 
the Associations ; he had been cautioned once before, and was now taken in the act a 
second time. It was proposed, seconded, and carried that he be prosecuted, it 
being necessary to read some of these Uxbridge rowdies a sharp lesson. A lengthened 
conversation took place as to the drawing down of the water at Weybridge ; but it 
was decided to leave the matter alone at present. A notice of motion was given by 
Mr, Piggott, of the Rising Sun Angling Society, as to revised sizes of fish, to be 
brought before the delegates at their next monthly meeting. Complaint was made 
as to netting having taken place in the Pied Bull stream at St. Margaret’s. The 
secretary was instructed to inquire into it. The following clubs answered the roll- 
call :—Anglers’ Pride, Bermondsey Brothers, Brunswick Brothers, Brunswick, Black- 
friars, Bostonian, Carlisle, Convivial, Clapton, City of London, Cobden, Crown and 
Buckland, Camden and Kentish Town, Good Intent, Greenwich, Golden Barbel, 
Edmonton and Tottenham, Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, Independent 
Brothers, Izaak Walton, Islington, Little Independent, Mildmay, North-Eastern, 
Original Alexandra, Peckham Brothers, Dalston, Royal George, Rising Sun, St. 
John’s, Sun Dial, South Hornsey, Sociable Brothers, Stoke Ne vington, St. George’s, 
Prince Arthur, Royal Small Arms, United Brothers, Victoria, West Ham, Waltonians, 
Westbourne Park, Wellington.—H. J. TIsBATTs. 

SouTHERN Division VISITING LIST. 

The next visit of this association will be to Ye Olde Blacke Friars Angling 
Society, Peabody Arms, Broadwall, Stamford-street, Blackfriars, on Monday, Oct. 3. 
The entertainment will be of the best; in fact, the president (Mr. E Green) and the 
secretary are now busy searching after novelties JOHN SMITH, v.O. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 18th inst. we had a nice show of roach and dace weighed-in by Messrs. 
Harding, Baynes, and Haynes ; gross weight, 25lb. The thirty-fourth annual dinner 
will be held at Mr. I. Coomes’s, Five Horseshoes, Hoddesdon, Herts, on the 25th inst. ; 
dinner to be placed on the table at 1.30 sharp.—J. WORLEDGE, 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Business pure and simple pervaded the atmosphere, and prevented more agreeable 
employment on Friday evening last, when several musical friends kindly paid us a 
visit, as many little matters had to be discussed and adjusted. Mr. J. Smith pre- 
sided; Mr. S. Bryan taking the vice-chair. Mr. H. C. Bryant was proposed as a 
working member. A competition was arranged to take place on October 16, at 
Shelford, near Cambridge, the donors of prizes for the same being Messrs. 8, 
Wertheim, J. Smith, C. G. Pocock, H. Bryan, H. Cullingford, G. Salisbury, and J. 
Deplidge. In order to show appreciation of the musical services rendered the 
society by Professor Andrea and Mr. Walter Robbins, it was arranged to hold a grand 
vocal and instrumental concert at the King John’s Head, Southwark-street, Black- 
friars, on their behalf, on Monday, October 10th, when an exceptionally high-class 
programme will be submitted. Our weighing-in since last report has been very 
unsatisfactory, and confined to Messrs, J. Smith and H. Bryan,—J. DEPLIDGE, 


hon, sec. 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On September 21st, Mr. R. Atchison presiding, the minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. A competition for the remaining prizes of the current 
series was arranged for the 2nd prox. at Horley. The delegates to the Anglers’ 
Association made their report. The announcement of the retirement of Mr. G. H. 
Field from all offices held by him on that association, in consequence of ill-health, 
was received with deep regret. The secretary was requested to write Mr. Field, 
sympathising with him. Business concluded, most excellent harmony prevailed. 
In the competition at Sunbury, the following were the prize winners :—Ist, Mr. J. 
Lewthwaite ; 2nd, Mr. R. Atchison ; 3rd, Mr. H. Holben; 4th, Mr. W. Aaron, Other 
members had fish, but not up to regulation weight. Mr. Walter Hutchins had a 
fine catch of bream, and Mr. J. Jones a fair show of roach from Pulborough. Mr. 
A. Young presented the society with a valuable prize for the best specimen jack of 
the season, and Mr. R. G. Durham also a prize.—JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 18th, the following members weighel-in fish :—Mr. Jackson, roach and 
dace ; Mr, Ansell, gudgeon; and Mr. J. Hands, dace. Our smoking concert on the 
19th was very satisfactory. Mr, Warton has been duly elected a member of this 
society.—C, H, 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last at the headquarters, 
Downs Hotel, Downs-road, Mr, H. A. Beck in the chair, The minutes of the last 
meeting were signed, and general business transacted. Catches reported : Mr. Beck, 
trout, chub, and dace, with a fly, from St. Margaret’s ; Mr. Murray, another good 
take of fine dace and roach with the Zulu fly, at Stone’s water; Mr. A. L, Reith and 
brother have had exceptionally fine sport in Aberdeenshire, which I have pleasure 
in giving in detail. On the afternoon of Sept. 5th, from the river Don at Alford, 
42 trout ; afternoon, 6th, at Kemnay, 50 trout ; all day, 7th, 106 trout ; morning, 
river Urie, at Pitcaple, 28 trout ; the whole of these taken with a fly ; none kept 
under 4lb., some scaling 2lb. Sept, 2nd, six fine pike from Loch Skene (spoon-bait), 
and some heavy perch witha worm. Mr. Brown, the hotel proprietor at Alford, 
grants permission to fish these rivers, and Messrs. Reith speak very highly of the 
comforts of the hotel, and the splendid sport to be had in the waters. Our smoking 
concerts will commence the last Monday in October. Committee on Monday next 
at 8 o’clock, prior to the ordinary weekly meeting at 8.30, I hope for a good attend- 
ance at both meetings, After a pleasant evening, the customary vote of thanks 
was accorded our chairman.—HENRyY Howsg, hon. sec. 

CROWN PERSEVERANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 11th inst., but met with 
rather bad sport. Mr. A, Palmer, roach and dace; Mr. J. Feryman, roach and 
dace; Mr. W. Shorey, roach, dace, perch, and jack. This gentleman was out on 
Tuesday last, and returned with a nice show of roach, the largest one 1lb,—J. R., seo, 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

Ata meeting held on Wednesday, Sept. 21, Mr. Candy, of Notting-hill, was elected 

a member of this club, Little business was done during the eyening ; but all mem- 





bers will be pleased to hear that our old friend, Mr. Neville Aspray (who through 


some slight misunderstanding resigned) has again joined the Corinthians as an 


honorary member, Members are requested to attend on Wednesday next, at 
8.30 p.m. Little or no fishing has been done during the past week. The trout prize 
presented by Mr. N. Aspray for private water has been won by Mr. F, Scarsbrook, 
his being the heaviest fish taken and weighed-in during the season—weight, 31b. 702. 
—ALF, G, EVANS, sec. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The fortnightly meeting was held on the 15th inst., Mr. W. Rich presiding. The 
minutes of the last meeting having been confirmed, Mr. Greaves was nominated as 
an active member, and will be voted for next meeting. The subscription list for a 
testimonial was laid before the meeting, and half a guinea from the funds was 
voted towards it. A prize of one ton of coals to be given by Mr, I’. Holland was 
announced ; committee to arrange how same is to be fished for. The next visit on the 
South London United visiting list will be to this society on Monday next, the 26th 
inst., at 8.30 in the evening.—W. K. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in on the 18th inst.—Mr, Henrie, with a hand- 
some show of roach, 13lb. 310z.; Dr. Perran, roach, chub, dace, and gudgeon, 
8lb. 130z.; Mr. Bowring, roach, 2lb, 12}0z.; Mr. Trowbridge, roach and dace, 
2lb. 310z.; Mr. Green, roach Ilb. 7¥oz. ; Mr. Harrison, jack, roach, and gudgeon, 
1lb. 540z. ; Mr. G. Crow, roach and dace, 1b. 4oz.; Mr. J. Stanton, roach and dace, 
1lb. 2402. ; Mr. A. Crow, roach, dace, and gudgeon, Ilb. lfoz.; Mr. C. Crow, roach, 
dace, and gudgeon ; Mr. Guy, roach; Mr. J. Roach, gudgeon ; and Mr, Stoner, roach 
—making a total of 36lb.—C, B. LuMBy. 

HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of this enterprising club went out on the 18th inst., and some 
good fish were taken. Messrs. J. and T. Thompson some fine roach ; Messrs. J. 
Witts, Snelgrove, Lewis, Harper, some fine perch. The club also arranged on the 
20th an angling competition for some valuable prizes, club members only, to take 
place on Oct. 2nd, at Royden, Mr, Fenn was appointed as referee and manager pro 


tem.—P. FAIR, sec. 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above were out to-day, when Mr. R, Ford brought a good 
show of roach ; Mr. Saalsfield, roach ; Mr. Glover, roach ; Mr, Rider, perch ; Mr, A. 
Fish, roach and bream ; and Mr. W. Fish, roach.—W. H. FENNER, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Monday last, Mr. C.S. Bentley was voted to the chair. Previous 
minutes having been read and confirmed, the chairman presented the society with a 
series of photographs of river scenery in Herts, receiving a special vote of thanks 
for the donation. Since the last meeting, Messrs. A. C. Bentley, Tayler, Ohlson, 
Oliver, Simson, Tayler, and other members have fished, with indifferent success, 
however, except in the instance of Mr. Geo, Ohlson, particulars of whose fishing in 
Norfolk the society hopes to have at next meeting Several members have kindly 
offered loans of specimen fish, &c., for decorating the walls of the permanent meet- 
ing-rooms, which the society soon hopes to possess.—C, H, KENN#TT, hon. sec, 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our outing to the Vyrnwy last week was favoured in the matter of weather and 
water, and decent takes of chub, perch, and roach were obtained, For fine fish— 
trout and grayling—Mr. R. Wilson was first ; Mr. Woolfall, second. For coarse 
fish: Mr. H. Mason was first; Mr. E. Chandler, second; Mr. T. Noon, third ; and 
Mr. J. Lawe, fourth. Mr. Mason's presence during the contest added to its attrac- 
tions. This charming lady was, I understand, with her husband during the whole 
of his day’s fishing. Very much gratified she must have been at his success. Now 
ladies, to the front. At our last meeting the hon. librarian (Mr. Harrison) announced. 
that he had purchased for the library out of the funds “ Reminiscences of Angling,” 
and “The Gamekeeper at Home,” and had had the last half-year’s FISHING 
GAZETTES bound, Good news this.—R. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting took place on Tuesday evening, and the ordinary business dis- 
posed of. The catches of fish during the week have been few in number, only two 
members having a show; Mr. C. S. Blackman, jack and carp; and Mr. W. Gillies, 
roach, chub, and nine dozen gudgeon.—A, MAy, hon. sec. 

NEW ALBION PISCATORIALS. 

For the grand outing on Thursday, the 29th inst., it is arranged that all members 
fish at Windsor, two in a punt; if an odd competitor participate, that one to be an 
honorary member, All to start from Waterloo by the 7.35 am, train, The draw for 
punts to be held at the Royal Oak on the morning. Fishing to commence not earlier 
than 9 a.m., and close at 6 p.m., returning by the 6.50 train to the club-house, where 
supper will be ready at 8,30,—J. BOALCH, hon. sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 14th and 15th inst. Mr. Greenwood weighed in roach and dace ; 18th inst., 
Mr. Hayes, jack ; Mr. Holman, jack ; Mr. Culpitt, ijack from the Welsh Harp ; Mr. 
Pritchard, roach ; Mr, Aldis, jack from Elstree ; Mr. Greenwood, perch ; Mr. Billings, 
chub and roach from the Thames.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A good muster attended at the weekly meeting last Tuesday. Mr. Gardham pre- 
sided in the absence of Mr. Stidolph (the chairman). The match for the first series 
of five prizes was fished for on the 18th with the following result :—Mr. Otjen, 1 ; 
Mr, Gardham, 2; Mr. Parsons, 3; Mr. Holbrow, 4; and Mr. Elliott, 5. Don’t forget 
the match for the President’s Cup on the 25th. The second club match for three 
prizes will take place on Oct. 2; an open match, but not to start until the morning. 
—W. R. MATTHEWS, sec. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A well-attended meeting of the above society took place on Wednesday evening 
last, the 21st inst., to hear Mr. Matthew Blamey (the chairman) read a paper on 
“ Chub-Fishing,” and see the result of a competition for three handsome prizes 
presented by that gentleman, Among others present was Mr, Thomas Spreckley 
(president of the T.A.P.S.) to whom was accorded a hearty welcome; also Mr, J. 
Temple (the Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News), and Messrs. Griffiths, Heath, 
Gaunt, Abbott, Powell, H. Davis, Christophers, E. W. Davis, Reeve, Terrill (hon. 
treasurer), Spooner, Brett, Hast, Wright (curator), H, Clifford Taman (hon. sec.), 
and others, while Mr. H. Taman occupied the vice-chair. The business of the even- 
ing having been transacted, the chairman read a most interesting paper on “The 
Chub.” On the table were the various rods which he had used when practising 
the different styles of fishing, which he described, also many patterns of chub flies, 
and the teeth of many kinds of fish, forming an interesting study in itself, apart 
from the paper. This, after giving the natural history, first described the operation 
of fly-fishing for the chub, recommending a single-handed rod, 12ft. long, check 
winch, fine line, and cast of the finest gut procurable. As to the fly, the lecturer 
recommended a large one, either a white, yellow, brown, or black 
Palmer over 2in. in length. When starting‘ fishing, the light flies were 
to be used, and as the morning grows brighter (a commencement having 
been made presumably with the dawn of day), a change was to be made to the 
darker ones, reversing this in the afternoon and evening. The Coachman, Alder, and 
in fact, any kind of artificial fly representing a large moth, was recommended, A 
description of dibbing, long corking, and many personal reminiscences of chub- 
fishing finished a paper which had proved very interesting to those present, as was 
evinced by the hearty vote of thanks immediately passed to Mr. Blamey. Meanwhile 
three handsome trays of fish, intended for the competition, had been placed upon the 
table, The first prize was awarded to Mr, Gaunt, for a splendid show of roach and 
dace, Mr. Christophers had almost as fine a catch, and would have taken the second 
prize, but he, not having complied with one of the rules of the competition, was 
disqualified ; therefore the second prize was awarded to Mr, Wright, who had taken 
a handsome chub, weighing 3lb, 150z., and a smaller one. The third prize, not being 
taken, is reserved for another competition, Ths hon. secretary announged that twa 
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gentlemen had been proposed and seconded as members of the society, A very 
pleasant evening was then brought toa close with harmony. 


RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. _ 

The members of the above met on the 2lst inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street. Our competition on the 18th inst. ended ina well-earned victory 
for Mr. C. Colombo with 2lb, 1320z. of bream and roach, Mr. F. Bradley being second, 
Mr. Rd. Sharpless weighed in one bream 21b. 130z,, and one roach 1340z.; but did not 
compete. Members are respectfully requested to attend on Wednesday, the 29th 
inst., as important business must be settled on that date.—CHARLES PIGGOTT, sec, 


ROSE AND CROWN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
* The competitors for prizes under the management of Mr. Webster, at Amberley, 
has been postponed until Sept. 24th, Another series of prizes will be competed for 
at Amberley on October 2nd, open to all comers, Entrance fee 3d, Presided.over 
by Mr. J. Clout, The prizes will be made up by two guineas from Mr. Duke, of the 
Houghton Bridge Inn, and the whole of the entrance fees, The special from London 
Bridge will run all through October.—J, Chout. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 11th ult., Mr. S. Orrow weighed-in 2lb. 60z. roach. On Wednesday, 14th 
ult., Mr. Peters, 41b. 1210z. dace ; P. T. Godfrey, 3lb. 7j0z, dace; and A, Organ, a 
small chub. The same evening a proposition was unanimously. -adopted, “ That the 
club support the Ghurney Testimonial : Ten shillings to be given from the general 
fund in addition to any sums members may give individually.” I am glad to say 
members present supported it to the amount of 12s. 6d., which, with any further 
donations, I will forward to your office on completion of the list. Two annual 
prizes, presented by Mr. Thos, Harris, are arranged as follows : One for the heaviest 
gros8 weight of jack, and one for the greatest number of times’ weighing-in, either 
Sunday or Wednesday ; each to weigh-in on their respective days. On the 18th ult., 
Mr. 8. Orrow, 3lb, 120z. roach, two fish over a pound each,—T. GRETTON, 


STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. H. Evans, of the Stoke Angling Club, landed in a few hours a nice basket 
(ten brace) of trout out of the Gaton Brook, Weston, Stafford, Othermembers were 
not so fortunate on Saturday, the 17th inst, It is a remarkable fact good fishermen 
are always very generous, and hardly ever eat the fish they have caught. In the 
case above, Mr, H, Eyans was the most lucky ; he always gets what he goes for, and 
invariably gives them away, or divides them with the unfortunate angler, 


SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY, 
Our outing took place at Egham, The prizes were won as follows :—Mr. Gillson, 
1; Mr. Pettitt, 2; Mr. Lees, 3. Mr. Wade, secretary of the Central Association, 
paid us a visit. Members are reminded that quarterly night has passed.—PBLIcAN, 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members out on the 18th inst., with the following result :—Mr, 8, Jones, 
bream and roach; Mr. W. Reckhouse, roach and bream ; Mr. W. Coxhead, jack ; 
Mr. W. Shead, roach; Mr. J. Taylor, roach ; and Mr. W. Marsh, dace. A smoking 
concert will take place on Thursday evening next in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society. Chair, 8.30.—W.S. W. 

ST. GHORGE’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members of the above club are requested to note that Sept. 29 will be quarterly 

night, when all subscriptions should be paid.—TH1IRsty TIDDUER, 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. ¥ 

Several members of the ‘above ‘society were out on the 10th, but had very bad 
sport. Mr, J. Payne, roach, bream, and a small jack; J. Currans, bream, Members 
of the above society will fish a match on October 2nd at St. Margarets for several 
money prizes. The fifth annual dinner of the above society will take place on Tues- 
day, November the 8th.—H. T. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The result of the competition on the 1Sthinst, was.as follows :—lst, Mr. Hopkins ; 
2nd, M, Allard: 3rd, Mr. Rumbelow, The usual meeting took place on the 22nd 
inst., Mr, Bayley presiding. It was proposed by Mr. Hibble that a smoking concert 
be held shortly in aid of the widow and children of the late Archibald Reed, river- 
keeper, who was murdered on the Exe a short time ago, particulars and date of 
which will be duly announced. Mr, Grigg weighed in roach from Tring, largest 
fish, 1lb, 930z., sent to Mr. Haines (Rodney Piscatorials) for preservation ; Mr, 
Hibble, roach from Chelmsford.—MILLER’s THUMB, 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 18th, Mr. Albert Dyson won the prize left over from the previous week ; 
Mr, Turnbull weighing-in 4}1b. roach and dace; Mr, Dartnall, 3lb. 20z. ; Mr. Sloper, 
3lb, 130z. ; Mr. Wingrove and Mr. Hopkins and others also weighed-in. Mr. Read’s 
prize will be fished for on the 25th inst., at Hsher, in the Mole ; by first train from 
Vauxhall.__—wW, W. A. 


WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

A meeting of the delegates of the various angling societies interested in the 
Severn Fishery District will be held at the Leopard Inn, Hoo-road (near Worcester 
Cross), Kidderminster, on Thursday, the “29th inst., at 6 p.m. precisely, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the’ new by-law to be moved at the next 
meeting of the Severn Board of Conservators : To take a firm step towards regaining 
the railway privileges formerly granted to anglers; to elect two auditors and to 
transact other business to be brought before the meeting. It is to be hoped that 
Shrewsbury, Ironbridge, Gloucester, Kidderminster, Birmingham, Liverpool], and 
Worcester will be fully represented, and that good work will be done for the 
advancement of the “dear old piscatorial art.”—A, LACROIx, hon. sec. 


WEST LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members have been out, and had small takes of barbel, bream, 
roach, dace, &c. Two of our members haye also been to the Norfolk Broads, and 
they tell me there is plenty of sport ; but the fish are very small, They also com- 
plain of the practice of leaving undersized fish on the banks instead of returning 
them to the water, We have elected three members lately, Water very bright in 
the Thames.—B. 

ANGLING SOCIETY FOR WALTHAMSTOW, 

The adjourned meeting of the proposed angling society was held on Tuesday 
evening, September 13th, at the Windmill Tavern, Walthamstow. Mr. Henry 
Howse, of the Clapton Angling Society, kindly occupied the chair. It was decided 
to call the Society the Walthamstow Angling Society. Messrs. G, H. Tiel, F. W. 
Jones, W. Stockdale, W. Price, EH, H. Glover, R. Hooper, and D. Dudman were 
unanimously elected as the committee. Mr. W. Blenkinsop being elected as hon. 
secretary, after a most hearty vote of thanks haying been given to the chairman, 
the meeting was brought toa close, Any gentlemen wishing to join the society, the 
hon. secretary would be pleased to hear from them at the Windwill Tavern, 





RoAcH COMPETITION AT THE RyE Hovuse,—At the competition instituted by the 
Gresham Angling Society for the benefit of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, which 
took place at Ponder’s End’ on the 10th inst., several prizes were not taken, In 
accordance with previous announcements, the remaining prizes will be fished for on 
Saturday, the 8th October, at the Rye House, The entrance-fee will be 6d.; as before, 
but to those who took part in the former competition 3d. only will be charged. “Mr, 
Ghurney, Secretary of the Anglers’ Association, has again very kindly undertaken 
the management of the tournament, and will’ be assisted by Messrs, Chambers, 


Parker, and Gardiner, of the Gresham Angling Society. 'The ‘draw for swims will | 
take place at the Rye House at one o'clock ; the fishing will commence at two o'clock, | 


and close at five o’clock.: Tickets must ‘be obtained of Mr, Ghurney; 10, Baches- 
street, Charles-square, Hoxton, N., and the names of all competitors must reach him 
by the last post on Friday, the 7th October, 








THE SEASON FOR PIKE-FISHING. 


IF fished for fairly with a single-gut trace, and struck while the bait 
is in his mouth, spinning, live-baiting, and paternostering for pike 
is fine sport—z.e., when the fish run from five to ten or more pounds 
in weight. We know our pike-angling friends will be glad to hear 
that the veteran pike and all-round angler—Mr. Alfred Jardine—is 
writing some articles on pike-fishing for us, and will intersperse 
them with accounts of his big days with pike and battles with 
monsters. 
As an intimation that it is quite time to look up tackle for pike-fishing, Mr. 
K. 8. Shrubsole, of 49, Tunbridge-road, Maidstone (whose trout, dace, and chub 
flies give so much satisfaction), sends us samples of his “ Jardine ” snap-tackle 
for live baits. Having taken on this tackle hundreds of pike from 6lb. to 26lb. 
in weight, we are quite satisfied that the “ Jardine” snap-tackle is the best that 
can be used. Mr, Shrubsole’s pattern of it is corréctly made with the smaller 
hooks for attaching the tackle to the bait. He sells them on silvered, brass, or 
copper gimp, at 33d. each. We wish he would stain the gimp a dark colour. 
Mr. -Shrubsole sells’ a capital spoon bait mounted on gimp with 
swivel’ and ‘triangle for 1s. He has promised to use solid brass rings 
in place of the steel split-rings, which soon rust, and smash 
when a good fish strikes the bait. We have repeatedly pointed out the 
folly of using these steel split rings, especially in salt or brackish water. The 
rust gets into the split in the ring, and thus attacks it inside and out; a split 
ring is only half as strong as it looks, and should never be used in mounting 
fishing baits. Mr. Shrubsole sells a well-made ‘“ Colorado” tassel bait at 1s. 3d. 
We haye pointed out to him that if the tassel is made of feather from a white 
duck dyedscarlet it looks better than red wool, dries much quicker, and there 
is consequently less liability to rust the triangle—a rusty hook is often worse 
than useless, as it breaks down just when you wantits help most. Mr. 8. also 
sends some improved Chapman spinners, Thames flights, &c. He is an enthusi- 
astic angler himself, and is always glad to give any information in his power. 








FLIES FROM MESSRS. D. AND W. H. FOSTER. 


IT always gives us pleasure to notice anything sent to us by this 
enterprising and very courteous firm. Messrs. Foster spare no 
expense in giving new ideas a fair trial, and their efforts to perfect 
the angler’s requisites are well appreciated. In the first packet we 
open we find an excellent pattern of an excellent autumn fly—the 
Whirling Blue Dun—dressed on turned-down eyed-hooks, which we 
take to be the Pennell’s sneck bend. This pattern of the Whirling Blue 
is a good general standard fly all the, season. The next packet 
contains double-winged detached-bodied Olive Duns for the dry-fly fisher- 
man, and little beauties they are, too. Then we have some eyed 
double-hook flies. Of these, Messrs. F. say : “The common objection we 
find our customers make to flies on eyed-hooks is the difficulty of threading. 
This difficulty is removed in these full size straight eyes, and many anglers use 
them who can use no other.” We never experienced any difficulty in threading 
and knotting flies with Major Turle’s knot, which we find answers perfeetly-; 
but we know many anglers do. We can recommend an ‘‘ Improved Alexandra” 
to the notice of those who want a novelty for sea-trout and lake-trout ; also 
Messrs. F.’s “ Wickham’s Fancy ” on eyed-hook in large sizes. This is a splendid 
sea-trout fly, and, in smaller sizes, on a wet, windy day, the grayling angler will 
find it often priceless. A new fancy trout-fly of a flufiy nature is the invention 
of Mr, Fred Yates, one of our best amateur fly-tyers. Finally, we have Foster's 
‘ Ballamar,” a “Lake” size March Brown, and sea-trout flies, all dressed with 
wings reversed—a method which has proved killing, and is worth a trial. 








TuE Arabs know how to carve a fowl without having the bird migrate all over 
the table and finally land in the lap of one of the diners, Five Arabs seat them- 
selves around a large bowl of rice surmounted by a fowl. Two seize the wings with 
their fingers and two the legs, and simultaneously tearing these off, leave the’car- 
case to the fifth. It is probable that they draw lots for the honour of being the 
fifth. It must be a bad omen to have six men at the table when a fowl is carved in 
this OT aan is, bad for the sixth man if he is fond of fowl.—Worristown 
Herald. . 

‘“ TLLUSTRATIONS,” Mr. F, G, Heath’s pictorial magazine, in commencing its 
third volume in October with a specially-designed cover and pictorial section head- 
ings for its departments of Amusement, Art, Biography, Economy, Invention, 
Literature, and Science, will include a series of illustrated articles on “ Pretty 
Places,” mostly by the Editor; “On the Church and Church Buildings,” by the 
Rev. D. J. Mackey, M.A., some time Canon of St. Ninian’s Cathedral, Perth ;on 
“Musical Musings,” by Mr. F, J. Crowest ; on “Garden, Field, and Farm,” by Mr, 
William Early ; on “ Fern Gossip,” by the Editor ; and “ Short Stories and Sketches,” 
one of which will be “ Our Neighbourhood,” a sketch of universal application, by 
Mrs. Pender Cudlip (“ Ann'e Thomas”’),: Messrs, W, Kent and Co. are the pub- 
lishers, : 

THe ANNAN FISHING QuESTION.—A few days ago the Annan Town Council 
passed a resolution granting leave to the inhabitants of Annan to fish in the burgh’s’ 
portion of the river. At the meeting of council it was hinted that Mr. Mackenzie, 
of Newbie, the proprietor of the salmon fishings, would probably take legal pro- 
ceedings in the matter with a view to protect his rights. This prophecy has now 
been fulfilled. A note of “suspension and interdict” has been served upon the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of Annan by the: Messenger-at-arms for the 
Lords Ordinary. The complainers named in this note are’ Mr. Wm: Dalziel Mac- 
kenzie, of Newbie, and Mr. James Wm. Pool Beattie, ténant of the Newbie fishings, 
Newbie Villa; Annan, while the defenders are the whole Town Oouncil and others 
who have begun to fish, including James Thomson, baker, Lady-street ; Adam 
Aitchison, Queensberry Arms Hotel; and William Bell, shoemaker, Port-street. 
The petition to the Court prayed that thé defenders might be prevented “ from 
fishing or angling for salmon or fish of the salmon kind, or for other fish, in that 
portion of the river ‘Annan between Annan Waterfoot and the Distillery Burn at 
Northfield stream ; also for granting or issuing to burgesses or inhabitants of said 
burgh or to others leave tickets or licenses to fish or angle for salmon or fish of the 
salmon kind, or other fish, within the said limits ; and further; to interdict, prohibit, 
and discharge the other respondents” not in the Council from so fishing. The note 
of suspension has been issued by virtue of an interlocutor pronounced on Sept. 14th, 
curt., by Lord Fraser, Ordinary, officiating upon the Bills upon the note of suspen- 
sion and interdict. A meeting of the Town Council was held on Friday night. All 
the members of Council were present, except Bailie Scott, and there was a large 
attendance of the public—Provost Ker requested Mr, Skelton to read a copy of the 
Note of Suspension.—After some discussion, Mr, Muir moved, seconded by Bailie 
Millar, that the town clerk obtain a copy of the statement of the facts and the note 
in law annexed to the ‘principal note, and that he call a meeting of Council to 
consider the same as soon as the copy comes to hand.—This was agreed to 
unanimously.—The Council met on Saturday night and resolyed to lodge defences 
in the action raised against them, ( : BaD § rei 
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W. WOODFIELD & SONS, 
EASEMORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITCH. 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, H.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c, 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) RYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes, 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 








EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE’S 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WING TROUT & GRAYLING FLIES 


Beautifully dressed, true to nature, and of the best materials.”—Land and Water. : 
On Eyed-Hooks, 1s. 9d. doz. On Finest Selected Drawn Gut, Is. 6d. doz, 


All Orders of 5s. and upwards Post or Carriage Free. 
Now ready, post free, new Price List of Improved and Newly-Invented Specialities. 


Mr. Edgar S. Shrubsole, Fishing Tackle Manufacturer, Maidstone, sends us samples of his Split- 
Wing Trout and Grayling Flies, as advertised in our columns. He certainly has made an excellent 
selection, for his list includes a score of the most reliableand killing patteris “which have ever been 
invented. All are good; but we particularly like his Red’and Grey Quill Gnats, Hare’s Har with gold 
twist, Yellow Dun, Olive Dun, Black and Red Richmond Fancy, Wickham’s Faney—but we shall have 
to go through the whole list at this rate. Tt is the fashion to use eyed-hooks—and a good fashion, too ; 
but we must confess we have a sneaking fondness for a hook on, gut, and Mr. Shrubsole’s are beauties, 
both as regards gut and shape of hooks. In fact, if using one of his flies on gut, we ehould feel more 
certain of hooking our fish than with any, eyed-hook which we have yeb tried—we have so often 
with the eyei-hooks merely scratched a fish which, inthe pre-eyed-hook days, we should have thought 
it an impossibility to miss. Mr. 8. also sells an excellent Taper Gut Cast.—FISHING GAZuTTH, April 


10th, 1886. a } ; 
15, MEDWAY STREET, MAIDSTONE. 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED) GOLD||MEDA 
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hs With and Without Steel Centres, 
“47 From 3 Guineas each. 
EN ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- , 
Before cementing. ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. After cementing. 
Awarded 27 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 1881. BEWARE OF IMITA- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” advertised by pretended manufac- 
turers. BIGNIFIOANT FACT.—We were awarded THE ONLY GOLD MEDAL for 
Tront Rods, and £10 Prize for Bett Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great Fisheries Exhibition, 
London, ‘83. , Only Medal at the “Taventions’ Exhibition, 1885. The Gold Medal, Liverpool, 1886, 


HARDY’S IMPROVED REGISTERED (0.D.1.) 
>. “CARRY-ALL” CREEL. 


Made in three sizes—No. 1, 10in. 
by l4in., for 10]b. of fish, 21s. ; 
No. 2, llin. by 15in., for 15lb. of 
fish, 23s, 6d. ; No. 3, 12in. by 16in., 
for 20]b. fish, 25s. Prices include 
all Straps and Fittings. 

The straps are so arranged that, 

while fishing the Basket is worn 
slung over the shoulder in the 
ordinary manner, but can also be 
adjusted as a Knapsack. A wel- 
‘A come relief when 10lb. of fish 
1 are to be carried any distance. 
4 Undoubtedly the best and 
7 cheapest Creel made, and far sur- 
passes the poor productions of our 
would-be imitators, 
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Send for Illustrated Catalogue, Post Free, 3 stamps. 96 pages, over 100 Hlustrations. 


Hardy Bros. “<*Alnwick llorthumberland 


See PXHIBIT at Stand 466, “JUBILEE” EXHIBIT , NE ASTLE- 
a ON-TYNE, : ION WOAS 





W. BARTLEET & SONS 


WHOLESALE ONLY), 


ABBEY MILLS, (422) REDDITCH. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


TESTED FISH HOOKS. 


INCLUDING 
pOmMOnPELE rep 


gut 


se 





act }" 
FISHING-HOOK 
RUST-PROOFED. 
6S Purchasers are requested to see that each Packet bears the above Trade Mark, with 
H, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s signature, without which none are genuine. 


THE “ARCHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINE 
FISHING RODS REELS, TACKLE, &c., &e. 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES to STANDARD PATTERNS. 


IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON'S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & TroutRods 


__ WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. 

Particular attention is given to. the manufacture of these Rods, which are formed in sections of 
equilateral triangles, tnereby getting the strongest possible combination. Selected canes only are 
worked up by first-class skilled men,a waterproof cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be 
separated. They are then coated with specially prepared varnish, and rendered absolutely waterproof. 
The Rods thus produced are therefore perfect in balance, powerful in action, and unequalled for dura- 
bility. A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected by moans of 
a New and Registered Serrated Ferrule, drawings of which are herewith given :— 


——— 
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Fig. A shows the Serrated Ferrule as fixed, fais the silk bindings are put on. Hig. B shows the 
ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the metal from cutting through the cane, 

With these unprecedented advantages the “ MALLESON ” are the very Best and Cheapest Ameri- 
can Cane-built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained with Corked, Cane, or inlaid Butts, in various 
lengths, for Salmon or Trout, of any ishing Weeas Deer in the United Kingdom. 

pecialities :— 
THE “IMPERVIOUS” WATERPROOF SILK DOUBLE TAPER SWITCHING LINE. 
THE “GRESHAM” PLAITED PURE SILK LINE. 
REG’D (No. 53026) CAST BOXES in 2, 3, 4, and 5 Compartments. 
THE “GRESHAM” COLLAPSING STHEL LANDING RING. 
NEWLY-INVENTED BOOK FOR EYED AND OTHER FLIES. 
PATENT CASTING MULTIPLYING REEL. 


Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 
H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, E.C. 


London Wholesale Agent for Malloch’s Patent Casting and other Reels and Gafis. 


ANGLERS, DOW’T COMPLAIN 


UNLESS YOU HAVEK TRIED 


CHAS. BINKS’ JOBILEE PIKE 
AND TROUT SPINNERS. 


They kill better than the natural Bait. It has taken years to perfect it, and it now stands the very 
first as the most deadly lure ever made for Pike, Trout, Chub, Perch, &c. It is splendidly made of soft 
rubber, and cannot be damaged by the fishes’ teeth. The Hooks are all flying, making a rise a certain 
kill. ANGLERS IN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES, AND ABROAD, send for one at once, and have 
good sport, This is not a puff, but a fact, which I will prove to any doubtiul one. Prices :—Pike, 
Is. 6d. Trout, ls.; or with Special Traces and Eccentric Leads, 1s. extra. Very best Trout Flies that 
can be mate, ls. 4d. per doz, Best Live Bait Tackles, complete, 9d. each. Good Pike Trolling Rods, 
5s. 6d, each 3 and General Fishing Tackle Manufacturer and Rod Ferrule Maker. 


Agents wanted in all parts, Liberal Terms, 


Address: CHAS. BINKS, DAVYGATE, YORKS. 


nea 
PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIVE GUANO OOMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTER Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &c., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, B.C. 


ALL WHO REQUIRE 
ECG) Drie Ny LL DCe 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICHS, &c., &., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, | 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, BW. 


ee, AT OCr Se a 
TROUT AND GRAYLING|REAL PORPOISE HIDE 
fee ec ele LEATHER AND LACES: 


Orders are now booked at low rates for Ova, Fry, 
and Yearlings from the finest and gamest strains 

Tanned and Curried from the real BELUGA, 
or WHITE WHALE. Best quality. Wholesale 


in the kingdom. 
COAKSS FISH and HATCHING 1 

only. Instruct your shoemaker, in order to secure 

the real article, to apply to 


APPARATUS SUPPiIED. 
FISHERIES LAID OUT. 

WILLIAM CHEATTER, Tanner § Currier, 
ST, PETER'’S LRATHER WORKS, LEEDS, 





PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION TO 


THOMAS FORD, MAnor FISHERY, 
CAISTOR, LINCOLNSHIRE. 
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THE NEW “ACME” LINES 


wat ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
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Authorities. 
Without above Mere SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
ae ines ot Rods acs Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No.0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
Ff. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“‘ T have used the ImpRovED ‘ AcmE’ LrNE last season and this, The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. " i 
Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us. With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 21d. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s.3d.and 1s, 6d, per score yarda, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“I find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook,”—From the FISHING GAZETTE 
September, 1886, 


“ My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W. H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making,” 








Foeton if ee) ag Outline when viewed 
geen Irom in. . 4, 4 
Peg ban from ponents when on Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 48, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 Sa ep opt ee Cow Darien ne etd issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
V); stamps. . 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, TSR 


Manufacturers of every Description of STORED ica 


FISHING TACKLE E 
| (Revistered) 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, EC, PAT ERPROOF- 
WARRANTED. 
COOPER COOPER & CO. 
SELL the FINEST '['}t A tite World Produces 














Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
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Hon, W, E. Gladstone, and 
7 = oy d 
AT 3.,, A POUND. . many other prominent person- feSl 
&8 } ages in this Country and SNS 
Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and NS Europe >So 
. gs& 2 
Choice Black Teas at Is. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. Sg TaDORSED BY ALL PASIAN S88 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. es ena vee ‘ 
~ pee Bi 
CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE, fei), gSs 
Yekag ENT WI é 
BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: pee reps po Ro 





Alas seated baskabel rath be found sa every germ 
SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 


Ti C1) Or Gee hn eaaa, 
Angling Reminiscences, — ....%.S#oseitet: 2. 
BY 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


FRANCIS FRANCIS, BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOI 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. Gd. Can be had post | tHADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
free by sending stamps to UP WHILE CaSsTING. 
old by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 


isti ish from ordinary make, 
SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON > | ei Sont genddeGaGie Rampel ¢W. B> on he npeiees Eeone Skee tae tod. cnet 
ST, DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.¢, WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 


63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C. ; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 7 WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.%., LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 
Nr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 


FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 
FARLOW’S 


~“ Safety” Cast Box. 

































































































































































Made with a flanged rim to prevent the Casts 
being damaged in closing the lid. ‘ 
In two sizes :—43in. wide, fin. deep; or Sin. wide, 











lin, deep. } || 
New ’ 
FOLDING HANDLE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FOR Lo eh aay bs pe 
AND NET." = 1887 GRATIS. daa Bet, 








JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND “MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


FROM A “TEST” ANGLER AND ANGLING WRITER. 

“Sept. 14, 1886.—To Mr. J. OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb-street, Chelt-nham.—Sir,—The ‘ Multum in 
Parvo Rod’ which you forwarded to me is simply perfection. It is light, and has such an elastic spring 
(at my request you sent me a spliced rod) that one can fish all day with it without the slightest fatigua 
to the arm, while it is, at the same time, strong enough (properly handled) to battle successfully with 
the strong trout of the Test, on which Tam now fishing with it. The Keeper said tc-day, after trying 
it, ‘You will never get a better rod than this, Sir’; nor do I wish todoso. Fishing with itisa 
positive luxury,”— COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A. 


JAMES OGDEN'S “MULTUM in PARVO” FLY RODS, 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISUING GAZETTE. 


Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which isa sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day, 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Fsq., respecting James Ogden’s * Multum 
in Parvo” Rod :—* You cent mea Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been 
using nothing else for the last three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the 
rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make any use of the opinion I have expressed, I shall be 


glad that you should do so. Iam sure the rod deserves the cordial praise I have given it.” 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 











MANCHESTER LINES. 


NEW LINE DRIER, with BOX, 7s. 6d. 
From EDWARD OTTO PARTRIDGE, Hsq. 


“ Llanwarcth, Builth , Jan. 16th, 1872. 

“Last year I had one of your make of Taper 
Salmon Lines through Mr. Hotchkis, of Llanwisk. 
There may be some prejudice against your new 
make of lines, but cannot imagine why; for asa 
Sole makers and inventors of.the Thrible Cable | fisherman of 40 years, I have found nothing to 
Waterproof Whiplash Taper Salmon and Trout | compare with them.” 
Lines; also the 16-Plait Wire Centre Lines. The Capt. Vansittart, Castleconnel, writes :—‘‘ Your 
wire is incased in a fine silk trout line before |Thrible Cable Lines are beautifully made, and 
worked into the centre of the salmon line, so that | nothing I see here can compare with them. I can 
it is impossible for the wire to work through. We | never get so long or fine a cast from a plaited 
brought out these Whiplash Taper Lines about 14 | line as from one of your well-made cables.” 
years ago, both in cable and 16-plait, under the L. Price, Esq., Knutsford, writes :—“ I am send- 
direction and trial of many noted anglers, in- | ing one of my Cable Taper Salmon Lines to be re- 
cluding Francis Francis, of the Field, Frank Buck- | dressed. After three years’ hard work, it still 
land, Capt. Dunbar, Colonel Whyte, Capt. Vansit- | retains its former strength.” 
tart, Sir William Elliott, and officers of the English General Prior, Punjaub, India, writes :—“ Iam 
and Indian armies, who, after a season’s trial on | highly pleased with my six Mahseer Lines. The 
the Shannon, Loch Tay, and Indian waters, de- | hottest sun does not affect them. I find they are 
cided in favour of the Thrible Cable Taper, as | well known all over the Punjaub, and everyone 
having greater casting power, and more durable. | speaks well of them.” 
Colonel H. Graham writes :—‘‘Any practical Francis Francis, Esq., of the Field, writes :—“ The 
angler using one of your Thrible Cable Taper | Manchester Lines have three special merits—they 
Salmon Lines will never use a plaited one, as they | are exceeding strong, exceedingly durable, resist- 
are not near so lively on the cast—lack weight— | ing the effect of water much longer than other 
therefore do nit cut through the wind or place | lines.” 
the fly so nicely without splash, as does your well- N.B.—Every class of Fishing Line, from Conger 
made Cable line. For switching and casting they | to Trout—Cable, or 16-Plait. For samples, address, 
are perfect, and you may safely guarantee them | with 2 stamps, COTTON & SILK LINE 
or four years’ hard work.” SPINNING Co., MANCHESTER. 











A SPECIALITY. A SPECIALITY, 
OXFORD 


SMOKING MIXTURE. 


A MIXTURE OF THE FINEST BRANDS. Hlb., Post free, 1s, 7d, 


JOHN MAYO & SON, 
GIGAR & TOBACCO MERCHANTS, 13 & 14, CORN MARKET STREET, OXFORD, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 








40 FP Putney, 
45 . eae gieicaae 
50 ” arnes, 

Add 55 . Kew. 
75 A Richmond, 
80 " Twickenham, 
85 " Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For TimMEs oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning... Afternoon, 
Saturday, September 24 oes aes 6.30 re eee 6.58 
Sunday, FS 25 Act nae 7.28 Bc noe 8.4 
Monday, “) 26 ave ton 8.44 Acc oe 9.29 
Tuesday, A) 27 Jae wa 10.13 nee nee 10.54 
Wednesday, rp 28 ies Ass 11.30 ee nae 12.0 
Thursday, i: 29 wet Soc 12.3 der nae 12.31 
Friday, ic 30 we S60 12.53 ae “ne 1,12 


ee River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Ketter-lane, London, 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The character of sport this week has in some degree degenerated on account of 
the water having fallen back to its former low and bright condition, the amount of 
rain that has fallen having made scarcely any perceptible difference, and until there 
is a flood, or even half a one, very little will be heard of the jack or perch, the only 
items that come to hand are of comparatively slight importance. Several attempts 
have been made this week to get amongst the barbel,and swims have been previously 
baited ; but results have been almost a blank. It is the continual drain amongst the 
roach, dace, and gudgeon that has given sport to the anglers, and, with the excep- 
tion of Kingston, the roach are regarded as being very fine, and plenty of them. The 
complaint from Kingston is that four out of every five have to be returned to the 
river again. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicuMOND.—Christopher Brown, in seven days, 1001b. of roach and dace, and a few 
barbel ; F. Brown, in five days, thirty-three barbel (twenty-two being put back 
again), and 301b. of roach and dace ; Job Brain, in five days, 70Ib. ; Job Brain, jun., 
in two days, 30lb.; H. Howard, in four days, 501b. ; and H, Mansell, in six days, 
901b. 

TWICKENHAM,.—J, Auger, in four anda half days, 70lb. ; Samuel Cole, in seven 
days, 1261b. ; John Cozen, jun., in two and a half days, 401b. and two barbel ; George 
Coxen, in three days, 28lb., four dozen of gudgeon, two bream, and one barbel; R. 
Coxen, in four days, 501b., two barbel, and two bream ; J. Dobbin, in three days and 
two half-days, forty-six dozen, four bream, and one barbel ; E. Finch, in five days, 
90lb, ; J. Frost, in four days, 701b., two barbel, and two bream; P. Hammerton, in 
three and a half days, 761b. ; R. Moffatt, in five days, sixty-five dozen and a jack of 
41b. ; H. Spiers, in five days, 701b.; John Spong, in seven days, sixty dozen, four 
parbel, and two bream; F’. Wiggins, in four and a half days, 641b., two barbel, and 
one bream, 

TEDDINGTON.—J. Baldwin, in three days, twenty-eight dozen and three jack; C. 
Baldwin, in four days, twenty dozen, ten bream, and a barbel of 431b. ; W. McBride, 
in three days, five dozen roach and dace, six bream, one jack, and one perch; B,. 
Stevens, a jack of 7}lb. : a bank angler, three chub, the largest 51b. 

KrIngston.—John Johnson, sen., says: ‘“ There has been little done here this week. 
I cannot get the bream or barbel oa, and the roach run so small—the gudgeon feed 
the best. Wilkes has been unwell and not able to goout. John Johnson, jun., has 
done nothing but roach and dace. I have been doing the same, from three to five 
dozen inaday. ‘Two of the average bank-fishers—one got five and returned three, 
the other three and returned two. The water here is as clear as gin.” E,Smith has 
been getting from six to seven dozen of roach and dace in the day, and a few barbel 
and bream during the week. Mr. Brittain has taken twelve dozen of fine gudgeon 
between Teddington Lock and Kingeton. 

Lone Dirron.—C. Buttery has been taking about seven dozen of gudgeon and a 
few roach and dace in the day. 

THAMES Dirron.—Mr. Abraham, in one day, four dozen of roach and dace, H. 
Rogerson, in two days, eleven dozen of gudgeon, and three perch. 

HAMPTON Court.—J. Smith, in one day, four jack and some fine gudgeon. J. 
Hedger, in one day, seven dozen of roach and dace and one barbel. W. Mil- 
bourne has been getting roach and dace, and Thomas Milbourne, in one day, eleven 
chub and some fine roach. 

SunBuRY.—Thomas Stroud, in three days, twelve dozen of roach and a couple of 
barbel. Alfred Stroud, in two days, nine dozen of roach. John Stroud, in five days, 
fifteen dozen of roach and eighteen dozen of gudgeon. TT, Stroud, jun., in four days, 
eight dozen of roach and twenty dozen of gudgeon. Mr. Morgan, in one day with 
Herbert, three dozen of roach and dace. He has been baiting for barbel, but could 
not get them on. H. Clarke, in one day, seven dozen of roach, four barbel, and one 
bream, Edward Clarke, during the week, forty chub, fourteen jack, and seven 
dozen of roach and dace. J. Lock, in the week, twenty-seven dozen of roach 
and dace. 

WALTON.—A. Lavey, in two days, four dozen of roach and dace, and four 
bream, and another day six dozen of roach and dace and one bream, John 
Hone, in one day, six dozen roach, four bream, and two jack, Another day, 
five dozen roach and four barbel; and another day six dozen of roach and two 
bream. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, in one day, twelve dozen of gudgeon. W. Howse, one 
day, six dozen of roach and dace ; and another day, fourteen dozen of gudgeon and 
one brace of perch. ; 


WEYBRIDGE.—Mr, Pearson, with H, Curr, in five days, twenty dozen of roach and 
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, were taken from the Okeover length 


dace, two jack, and twelve dozen of gudgeon; the whole of the fish were returned A dish of seven and a half brace, mostly trout 
to the river. Mr. Hepburn, in one day, one brace of jack. by, Mr. R, Wheen, on Friday last, with the fly. The little son of the host of the 
Docket? Pornt.—James Haslett, one day, in three hours, three barbel and two | “Tzaak Walton” took four and a half brace on Thursday ; these also fell to the fly. 
chub. The two flies found most killing are the Mulberry, mentioned above, and a reddish- 
CHERTSEY.—L. Hackett, one day, six dozen of roach and dace ; and another day, | coloured Dun, The Red Quill, Golden Spinner, and Pale Orange Duns are being 
with Messrs, Armstrong and Roake, fourteen dozen of roach and dace, . J «Poulter, | used for the latter. We had a slightly coloured water up to a day or two ago, since 
in one day, eighteen dozen of roach and dace and one-barbel. then the fish have risen well at times ; buta few hours’ rain will revive the tinge 
STAINES.—George Osman, during the week, four barbel, one bream, and twenty- | of colour and give again a slight swell; the watercourses being now up to their 
five dozen of roach and dace. usually spring level. To-day (Thursday) the weather has been dull aud threaten- 
ing ; whilst the wind has to-night veered round to the south-west.—FosTer Bros., 


Ashbourne. 
__ Esk (Cumberland). 

Capital sport. has been enjoyed in the lower waters of the Esk by strangers staying 
at the Metal Bridge Hotel and local anglers. On Saturday, Mr. Mason killed a 
salmon of 12}1b. On Monday, the Rey. H, Whitmore had a grilse of 5lb, and a few 
whiting ; Mr, Wilkie, Longtown, had two grilse and several sea-trout and whiting ; 
Mr. J, H. Jackson had a grilse of 7Ib., and on Tuesday a salmon of 16lb. and two 
grilse. In the Netherby water, Mr. G, Dixon, of this city, landed a salmon of 25lb, 
on Tuesday. Fish are in splendid condition, and very plentiful, 


Esk (Whitby), 

The recent rains have caused a flood, and a great many salmon and salmon trout 
have been able to get up the river. The flood, however, is only a small one, and the 
river ran down again very quickly. There are stil] large numbers of fish waiting 
to getup the river. Local anglers have been on the alert,-but sport has not been 
very good, Captain J. Dinsdale has caught five salmon trout, Mr. J. H. Long three ; 
Messrs. Lloyd, R. Hay, J. White, Harland, Jackson, and F, W. Donkin one each. 
Mr. Shaw landed two fish and Mrs. Keighley one. Mr. Keighley was unfortunate, 
as he lost a big fish, which the bystanders estimated to weigh 18lb, 


Esk (Yorkshire). 

The salmon season on the Yorkshire Esk may be said to have icommenced on the 
16th inst. Heavy and continuous rains for a week previously had kept up a nice 
travelling water, and enabled the fish to get up and spread over the whole of the 
river up to Sealholme Dam. Eleven were killed there one day. They have an extra- 
ordinary habit of taking the bait anywhere but in their mouths in that part of the 
river ; likewise at Sleight’s Dam. On the 16th inst., Messrs, Dinsdale, Long, and 
Stewart had two fish each ; Brockett, G. Barker, Wheldon, and Jackson, one each. 
the latter 1431b. On Saturday, 17th (a nice fly water), Messrs. Shaw, Dinsdale, 
Loyd, and T. Mitchelson two each ; Mrs, Keighley, of Whitby, a nice fish of about 
7b. ; J. W. Shaw’s fish with fly. On Monday, 19th, the river having dropped low 
again, only three fish were killed. The Rey. Canon Philpot succeeded in rising a 
large salmon to the fly three times, but could scrape no closer acquaintance ; doubt- 
less a prawn would have insured an introductionto the rev. angler’s bag. Where is 
the fly-milliner who can succeed in concocting a good killing imitation ?—Norru- 


EAST. 
_. Idle (Notts). 
Sport on this stream is improving. Trout have been rising pretty freely to the 
fly on the water here just now—a small black gnat, which is difficult, it is said, to 


































UPPER THAMES. 


The bright old river still continues the even tenour of its way, but its denizens 
will not feed with any consistency. The weeds are rotting, thank goodness, very 
fast, and jack-fishing should now be gone in for. Roach-fishing is improving very 
slowly ; but a few days’ more rain will bring the sport well on the job—not before 
it is wanted, for the patient and multitudinous bankmen have for weeks and weeks 
been wofully disappointed. My reports from the various quarters are very unin- 
teresting ; I, therefore, refrain from inflicting them upon the gentle readers of the 
GAzrETTE, Thursday evening: Just interviewed Father Thames, Henley-way, and 
find him full of water and very bright. Fishermen tell me matters piscatorial are 
very dull, and Jupiter Pluvius is much required with his water-pot to improve any 
kind of angling, Wind due E.—MARLow Buzz, Sept. 22. 


Thames (Caversham). — 
Water very clear, nothing of any great importance being done ; a few roach and 
chub have been taken early in the morning and evening. A few barbel have been 
taken, one gentleman taking eight last Tuesday.—W. Moss, 


Thames (Goring). 
Water low and clear ; perch have been taking very well. My two best days— 
four dozen of perch and five jack; largest jack 3lb.—JoHN RusH, Sept. 22. 


Thames (Windsor). 

Owing to the continued bright water angling has been very poor, the only note- 
worthy catches being amongst gudgeon ; the best in one day was twenty-four dozen 
to three rods by Messrs. Wright Bros. and R. Hannis, of Windsor, Barbel still hold 
out, and nothing will induce them to feed ; beyond single fish I know of none being 
taken. In the neighbourhood of Surly Hall, I hear some heavy pike have been seen, 
notably one which has devoured several ducklings belonging to Mr, Henning, the 
new proprietor of Surly Hall Hotel. Several anglers lately have called my atten- 
tion to the number of dead perch lying in the river, and I fear some disease is the 
cause. Mr, H. Manning, of Windsor, one day last week counted eight in the Windsor 
Weir stream, and yesterday I noticed two of about zlb. each, but they were too 
“high” for examination. I will endeavour to get a fresh specimen with a view to 
a “post-mortem,” Perch have been on the decrease for some years, and this may be 
the cause, Our cray-fish haye quite disappeared. Only recently I offered 1s. each for 
some for scientific purposes, but not one could be found in places where I have known 
thousands caught the same time of year. A deal of rain is required, and nothing 
but a good flush of water will improve sport.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 





killed several brace of nice fish in the upper portion of the river above Gamston. 
Several of the trout lately have gone up to 2lb, and even 3lb, each—well fed fish, A 
party from Retford one day last week succeeded-in landing several brace of nice 
grayling along with trout at Gamston, and one of the party, trolling in the deeper 
water, got hold of a brace of pike—one 7lb., and the other 4b, ; he also hooked a 
heavy one, estimated at 12 to 141b,, but it beat him and got away. Unfortunately, 
the water is too clear for sport unless great care is exercised. For this reason chub 
have been very shy, and only an odd fish or two have come to hand, but roach and 
dace are more freely taken. Maggot is said now to be most taking. Good takes of 
these fish have been made about Bollam, and between that place and Tiln, and on as 
far as Mattersey, Some surprise has been expressed by anglers this season at the 
absence of flounders. Usually a good number haye come up towards the last-named 
locality, but this summer there have been scarcely any, Their absence is attributed 
to the hot weather.—L., Sept, 22, 


_ Ancholme (Caistor). 

We have only had one suitable day for angling this week (Monday) ; as a conse- 
quence but few visitors have been at the waterside. Roach bit pretty well on 
Monday, but there has been a falling off in the number and size of bream, I have 
mentioned the matter again and again in this paper about the desirability of intro- 
ducing carp and tench into the Ancholme. The Commissioners must take a good 
deal of money from anglers during the course of a season, and if they would only 
spend 10 per cent, of this on new varieties of fish, it would return with compound 
interest in extra patronage. Iam glad to hear that Mr. Greensmith, of Hull, who 
is connected with some club there, thinks of taking up the matter. The river Hull 
isso much polluted with sewage matter from the Beck at Beverley, that Hull 
anglers visit the Ancholme in increasing numbers every season. Mr. Marston also 
recommends rudd, of which I think there are a few already. As the water is gener- 
ally partially discoloured, carp would probably be taken at intervals,—THoMAS 


Forp. 
Chichester, 

After a long season of drought, it is sweet music to an angler to hear the water 
falling from the culverts into the canal, which is now steadily filling. Weeds this 
autumn seem more numerous than eyer. The basin is a mass of floating, decaying 
matter, and it is difficult to geta line out in some parts, Notwithstanding the whole- 
sale slaughter of pike in the spring, there are some good fish left. <A fine pike, 
computed at 12lb., has been seen in the upper water and tried for; but at present 
without success, Several smalier pike are also noted. Mr. Bedford, of the Dolphin 
Hotel, on Friday, secured a handsome fish of 6lb. with live bait. Spinning at 
present is out of the question. Small bream and roach are affording good sport. 
Many dozens are carried away as bait for the pike-fishermen in other localities, 
Several fine carp may be seen almost daily, but are proof against temptation. The 
upper waters of the Ouse have yielded some excellent roach ; but the tidal waters of 
the Adur and Arun I advocate for sport. A visitor to the Adura few days since 
took 121b. of roach, eight fish scaling 71b. ; and from the Arun, in the Amberley and 
Pulborough district, a few good bream and roach are reported, I have no news 
from Selham this week ; but fly-fishing for dace should now be remunerative, The 
largest bass from the coast taken with rod and line scaled 5lb, 70z. -The weather is 
fine ; but wind north-east, and fish in this district the past two days feeding badly, 
GEORGE F, Sauter, Sept. 22, 


Coquet (Weldon Bridge). 

As anticipated, the sport here during the past week has been excellent, the 
takes having been as follows:—On the 14th, Mr, Matthews, 88 fish; Mr, J. J. 
Hardy, 77. On the 15th, Mr, Matthews, 31; and Mr. J. J. Hardy, 24; Mr, 
Barker, 15. On the 16th, Mr. Matthews, 19; Mr. J. J. Hardy, 26 — most of 
these being fine large fish taken with the Halcyon spinner. On the 17th, 
Mr. Matthews, 69; Mr. J. J. Hardy, 58; and Mr. Barker, 18—the fish all through 
being of a good average. On the 15th inst., while fishing one of the lower pools, 
Mr. Matthews hooked a very small trout, which was immediately seized by a bull 
trout of about 5lb., the hook evidently holding both, as Mr. Matthews made two 
attempts to net the fish, which, however, eventually broke the fine tackle he was 
using and got away. The bull trout are only now making their appearance, and 
should the water hold in full condition there should be a few killed. ‘The trout are 
in wonderful good condition, and good sport should be had this next week as the 
water is in grand form. The most killing flies have been the Light-blue Hackles 
and Blue Uprights——Harpy BRoTuers. ; 

_ Derwent (Ambergate).. 120 5 

The Derwent has been in excellent condition for fishing during the past week, 
and still remains in gdod order for fly-fishing ; but owing to the easterly winds 
which have prevailed, nearly all kinds of fish have been off the feed, and the many 
anglers who have tried conclusions have mostly been disappointed ; the best takes 
have only averaged about three brace per rod of grayling and trout with the fly, 
Bottom-fishing has also been unproductive, Mr, C, Else successfully landed a fine 
pike of 7lb. on Saturday, which is considered large in this locality, Should the 
atmosphere become more genial with a south-westerly wind, fly-fishing for grayling 
may be followed with success. The most likely flies to use are the Whirling 
soe isch Throstle Dun, Red Spinner, Smock, and Grey Palmer.—AMBER Don, 

ept, 22nd. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing during the past week: The weather has been fine, and the fishing 
good; boats are daily bringing in catches varying from 20 to 301b. per boat. 
On Monday Souch had a nice catch of whiting pout ; Wednesday, a small seine was 
set off the jetty, when they hauled a fine salmon, some soles, plaice, and pollack. 
Amateurs fishing with rod and line from various fishing rocks have had very fair 
sport, One gentleman hooked a pollack weighing 121b., conger 81b., two mullet, two 
codling, and eight fine whiting ; others have had equally good catches, Weather fine 
and prospects good, with light easterly winds—E, Corn. 


Lake District. 

The water still keeps at a nice height, and fishing is general throughout the dis- 
trict. Salmon, mort, and sprods are still running hard, and have entered the rivers 
in very large numbers. In the Kent salmon have progressed above the town of 
Kendal, and there are some nice fish in the Mint. The run in the Leven is quite 
extraordinary, and in the deeper parts the fish are simply packed. Now that the nets 
are up anglers are having better sport. At the “ Waiste,” on the Kent, the follow- 
ing gentlemen have had fish :—Messrs, G. Fisher, 5 and 2; J. Whitehead, 6 and 5 ; 
R. Hall, 4 and 4; J.Curwen, 7 and 4; S. McGowan, 9; and O, Bleaze, 7. To-day 
the fish are jumping in a lively fashion at all the obstacles, some of which are of 
great size, Iam glad to be able to say that as yet, with the extraordinary run of 
fish, the watchers have detected no sign of disease. Mr, R, Park had a capital take 
of brook trout from Hutton Beck. In the Mint he had nineteen fish, and Mr. Long 
ten and twelve, Trout-fishing in the Kent is good just now, and there have been 
the following takes :—Messrs, H. M. Mann, 9 and 12 ; G, Potter, 7; W, Whiteman, 
12; J. Wenskill, 9 ; J. Dixon, 10; R. Park, 17; and R. Bell, 7, Little is doing 
among coarse fish HPH EMER. 

Lea (Tottenham), 

On the 16th inst. some capital roach were taken by Messrs. Clark, Cox, and Hughes, 
fishing in the old river. On the evening of the same day, Mr, Creffield, live-baiting 
for jack in the lower pool, had the good luck to hook as game a fish as ever took a 
bait. At one time it looked as though the fish would be the victor, having got the 
line entangled in a lot of weed. Fortunately, the line was a new dressed silk one, 
which, in the game of what the juveniles would term see-saw between the angler and 
the fish, cut through the weeds and ieft the fight to be fought out on better terms, 
After one or two more ugly rushes for life and liberty, the fish turned on its side 
was quickly pulled within comeatable distance, taken by the gills, and thrown on 
the bank—a. handsome, well-fed fish, which, on being taken to the house and 
weighed, turned the scale at 141lb. Mr. Creffield has sent it to be preserved, as a 
reminder of an exciting ten minutes. I may say I had the pleasure of assisting in 
the landing of the fish, and it certainly speaks well for this part of the water when 
fish of this weight, and even larger, are taken every season. On Monday, Mr, A. 
Williams took nearly 6lb. of roach. Messrs. King, Longman, and others have also 
been successful, Mr. J. A. Bennett and myself have taken with fly-fishing (small 
Badger), parts of three days, seven dozen dace, The water is in capital order.— 
HACKLES RED, 

Lea (Rye House). 

The water is ‘very bright now, but there have been a few nice fish taken—both 
roach and perch. The perch was taken from the Stort with minnows, and the 
roach with gentles from Black Poole on Tuesday.—Wm, CowELu. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
Both these rivers are in fair angling order, but low. The anglers of this part are 


; : Dove and its Tributaries. 
Some fair sport has been had on the above streams during these last few days, 
Mr. F, S, Perken, of Charlly, Stafford, took fourteen brace of fine fish from the 
Blythe one day at the end of last week, the Mulberry Bumble being the killing fly . 


imitate. Bottom bait has not been of much use; but this fly, well-dressed, has 


looking forward for the rain to come so that they can have some sport, The flies P 





o~ 


- have been taken with them. 


Serr. 24, 1887. 


used are the Pale Blue, Willow, Hare’s Har, and some small Moths; some good fish 
The Pinsley is very low and clear, and but few have 
visited it. 

Leicester, 

The sport in this locality has not been very brisk this week. Probably the poor 
attendance at the riverside is attributable to the fact that we are just between the 
seasons, and until the pike and chub anglers bestir themselves in earnest, it is not 
likely that we shall hear of any great amount of sport. The few anglers who have 
been out this week have been fairly successful pike and chub fishing. The pike are 
commencing to run eagerly at almost any sort of bait, and if no large ones haye 
been caught, a number of fish over regulation size have been landed, Among others, 
Mr. Jarvis had a nice brace, weighing 441b. each ; Messrs. G. Hardy, Pinnock, Ryde, 
Orton, and others had moderate baskets of roach, With the rain holding off, the 
waters have begun to get very fine again ; but this will not materially affect the 
fishing.—ALERT. 


ole. 

The Esher and Claremont fishery will close for the season on Thursday next, 
September 29th. The bream are off feed just now, but jack and perch are beginning 
to run ; whilst the fine chub and roach are only waiting for a tempting morsel. 
Day tickets, allowing two rods to be used either in bottom-fishing or live baiting, 
&e., one shilling, to be obtained from Mrs, Baker at the cottage on Esher Bridge 
which adjoins the water.—J. DEPLIDGH, sec. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The water being bright roach have been feeding very indifferently. Some very 
good ones have been taken at the end of the week, and jack have been feeding a 
little better. One of our local men had a very nice take of roach on the 19th, 
several weighing #lb. A fine jack was taken at the early part of the week, going 


7lb. If the water were to change its colour, sport would be very good for all-round 


fishing, for fish appear to be very plentiful. 
but returned again,—H. Rout. 
Ouse (The Creek, Southery). 

Anglers take train to Littleport Station on G.E.R.; then three miles’ walk. I 
can with confidence, if the weather is good for angling, reccommend this place for 
all coarse fish. Water in good condition, free from weeds, plenty of baited swims 
for roach ; jack-fishing good ; plenty of perch. Landlord at the Ship Hotel very 
obliging to all anglers ; charges very moderate.—J. O, GEORGE, Sept, 21. 

Ouse (Brandon). 

T called at the Ram Hotel, the fishing station at the above place, and saw over 
eighty decent perch there, brought in by one gentleman angler ; the weeds are going 
down fast, and anglers may, with suitable weather, look forward for good sport 
amongst pike, perch, and roach, as the river is well stocked with them, Boats to 
be had at the Ram Hotel.—J, O. Guoras, Sept. 21.—[Do not send a long report. 
—ED.|} 


Several small pike have been taken, 


Reservoir (Elstree). 

Not much been done since last report; On the 18th inst. a few takes of fish were 
had. Mr. North, roach, tench, and jack ; and another gentleman, roach and tench ; 
and three more punts, some good takes of roach ; Mr. Aldier, jack. And there were 
some good roach from the bank. On the 19th, Mr, and Mrs. Spurgin, roach, heaviest 
weighing $lb., and jack from the bank. On the 20th, a good take of roach from 
the bank. And if the weather keeps fine good sport is expected,—G, CHESHER, 


Solway District. 

Now that the nets are off, the prospects of rod-fishing in the Solway rivers are 
exceedingly good for the two months that the rivers remain open for the angler. 
In some of the rivers not over half a dozen salmon have been caught with the rod 
this year. Now, with the water in first-rate order for the fish ascending the rivers, 
first-class sport should be had shortly, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The river has, of late, been in grand condition, and although the trout season is 
fast drawing to a close, some very good takes have been made. Sergt. Evans has, at 
various times, taken eight trout from the railway bridge, Ford, averaging from jlb. 
to $1b., with the fly. Mr. Ellis, on Thursday, caught a good trout of 1ib., trolling, 
and on Friday had the misfortune to lose a very heavy fish. Mr. Ellis, jun., on 
Thursday, captured two trout, weighing respectively #lb, and 11b., and Mr, Perkins 
the other day took two weighing llb. and 171b., both with the spinning minnow. 
On Wednesday, Mr. Bromley obtained a 11b. trout from the Atcham, Ford, with the 
fly ; and early on Tuesday morning Mr. Anslow took a very pretty fish on the 
English Bridge, Ford, also with the fly. On Thursday and Friday, between 
Uffington and Monkmoor, Mr. Breeze, with the gudgeon, took a 2lb. pike, and Mr, 
Thomas two pike, weighing 5}1b. and 441b. ‘Lhe brooks are in better condition, but 
I have not heard of anything, except eels and rough fish, being taken for a consider- 
able time.—PIscATOR. 

Tees (Croft). 


A succession of floods during the first and second weeks of this month enabled 
salmon to make their way up this river in large numbers. The “ wielders of the 
greenheart”” who were anxiously waiting were soon pursuing their favourite pas- 
time vigorously, and the commencement of this autumn fishing has been a signal 
success. Prospects of a good season are extremely rosy, the captures coming to my 
notice being—Mr. R. Thornton, Stapleton, ten salmon ; Mr. J. Sadler, on the same 
water, two, one weighing 161lb.; Mr. J. Oliver, fishing Newbus water at Hurworth, 
has up to the present landed six fish—on Tuesday last he had three weighing 16, 11, 
and 4lb,; Mr, John Bamlett, five fish, largest, 13!1b,; Mr. 8. Bryant, four small 
fish ; Mr. R. Simpson, one of 51b., besides losing other five fish, The river is now 
bright and low, and another good flood would improve matters piscatorial—G. J. 

- 


SNAITH. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


This river continues to flow at a remarkably low ebb considering the time of the 
year. On Monday, in the Weston waters, Mr, A. Brewill, of Nottingham, caught, 
attended upon by J. Theaker, the well-known professional, 3141b, of splendid roach 
‘and a brace of grayling; and on the same day a splendid bag, consisting of chub 
and barbel, was forthcoming from Colwick. On Wednesday, Mr. Wood, below 
King’s Mills weirs, took a rare lot of barbel and chub; and in the water below the 
subscribers fared well by using wheat amongst the roach. On Thursday, Mr, Alfred 
Shaw, the celebrated Notts County cricketer, landed, with two friends, in one of the 
lower reaches, nine very fine barbel ; and other gentlemen in the same district were 
successful amongst the roach and dace, using, in the latter description of angling, 
the maggot for bait. Prospects just now are probably favouring pike-fishing with 
the trolling bait,—THm MAN AT THE CLUBS. 

Trent (Gainsborough). 

Absolutely nothing has been done this week in the Trent. On Tuesday we had 
the largest eger that the proverbially oldest inhabitant has ever seen, To say that 
the water is unfishable would be to say very little about its condition. Anglers 
have; gone everywhere for sport—Brigg, Haxey, and Wiseton, where a scratch 
match was fished on Wednesday by a few of the Neptune Club. Sport poor.— 


RODSTER, , 
' ; Teme (Ludlow). . 
The streams still continue to run very low, and are bright. The weather has been 


very fine, and some good sport has been had during the.day. The flies used are the 
Hare’s Ear, Willow, White Moths, and Pale Blue. Very good-sized fish have been 
caught with the worm and wasp grub. The Clon, Corve, Ony, and Ledwyche are 
all in good order for fishing, but low. Little fishing done in them, 


Teme (Tenbury) 


The water in this part is still low, and fishing has, on the whole, been quiet, A 
few anglers have visited the waterside, and some nice fish have been caught, The 
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fly has been used with success, as also the worm, maggot, and wasp grub. The Red, 
Kyre, and Ledwyche are all low and clear. Little fishing done in them of late, 


Teme and Lugg (Worcestershire and Herefordshire), 

Water fine and low, fish very shy but plentiful, and the grayling are in good con- 
dition, lusty, and strong. The Worcester anglers—that is, the City Club—are out 
at Newnham, contesting for some good prizes, one a picture called “ The Pegged- 
Down Contest,” given by their vice-president, Martin Perks, Esq., for the greatest 
weight of fish caught by one member this day (Thursday). The members of the 
Izaak Walton held their outing last week, choosing the Lug for a day’s fishing. C. 
Evans, president, G. Mapp, and E, Millington landed near 25lb, of trout and gray- 
ling, the president weighing 10lb,, best brace 3lb. There have been some fine takes 
of grayling, E, Davis about 101b., J, Russell 53lb., and many from two to four brace. 
The killing flies are Hare’s Har, Pale Blue, Sky Blue, Red Tag, and Ant ; all must 
be dressed on fine hooks and gut. There is but one club in Worcester that belongs 
to the union,—_JoHN A. GRIFFIN, 


Torridge (Torrington). 


River at present very low again ; we had a big rise on Saturday, and on Sunday a 
quantity of salmon and peel were seen at the weirs. One man saw six get up in the 
forenoon, and also many more in the afternoon, Mr. Curtis, from Bristol, took one 
peel and fourteen trout on Monday, and on Tuesday he had a good lot, mostly with 
the Devon minnow.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Tyne. 

The river has run down considerably since my last note, and is now in splendid 
condition for all kinds of angling. Salmon fishing has been going on vigorously 
during the past week, and some good fish have fallen, notably one of 201b,, at Prud- 
hoe. At Wylam, a Newcastle angler caught a salmon of 7lb., and would have very 
likely got more, but unfortunately his rod snapped in making an extra long cast. 
I have heard of some other captures ; but full particulars are not to hand. Roach 
and dace have taken very kindly to the maggot. I was out last Friday and got a 
dozen and a half, principally roach, and again on Wednesday I took a dozen heavy 
roach and Dace at Newburn, Other anglers had from one to two dozen, Flounders 
have taken the worm very well, and are of a good size. A dozen may be considered 
a fair take in an hour at high tide. In the higher reaches of the river, Newcastle 
anglers have had some good baskets, and if the weather continues settled, good sport 


will rule.-—FARIO. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Anglers have had no reason of complaint during the past fortnight, as this river 
has been in splendid order for fly-fishing, although both trout and grayling have 
risen very “short.” Orange Woodcock, Snipe Bloa, and Waterhen Bloa are the 
favourites at present, and the Cinnamon Fly has killed well the last thing before 
dark. Mr.H. Bradshaw had good sport on the Otley water last Saturday with fly. I 
tried the maggot for some time on the same day ; but only killed a few dace, I there- 
fore changed to fly, and killed in three hours thirteen good trout, besides losing fully 
twice as many. I took them nearly all with Snipe Bloa and Orange Woodcock, 
Weather inclined for more rain at the time of writing.—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN. 


Whitadder (Ellemford). 

Since the flood there have been good takes of trout. The change of water made 
the large trout feed eagerly, and many of them fell victims to their voracious 
appetites. On two days the baskets were light, owing to the thundery weather 
which prevailed, From 6lb., to 12lb. was the average weight, but the heaviest catch 
by one individual was 183lb, Mr. Charles Martin, of London, killed some splendid 
trouts, as usual, and the gentlemen who were fishing are well satisfied with their 
week’s work. ‘The river continues in good order for fly and worm, and the. weather 
is also favourable,—R. J. FENTON, Ellem Cottage, Duns, Sept. 22, 

Witham. 

The weather this week has been a great improvement on what had gone before, 
and there certainly is now some promise of good sport. Of late there have been 
some capital bream caught in what is called Brayford Pool, and especially at night ; 
but there have been many of the best lost, for the pool is full of weeds and other 
difficulties, and night is not a time to avoid them. Bream are also being caught at 
Bradney and some other places. A lot of roach have been landed at various places ; 
and perch, which have run small, have given pretty free sport. Good roach havs 
also been killed on the drains near to Boston; but all along the Witham, although 
the weather has been finer, anglers have been comparatively few. Doncaster races 
formed a counter-attraction last week ; shortness of money, no doubt, is the reason 
of somany staying at home this week. Anglers will be glad to hear the pike, for which 
this river is celebrated, is coming up better, and several good takes are spoken of as 
being made about Kirkstead. A few days ago an angler landed one scaling 73lb. 
The Upper Witham is in a much better condition for angling than previously ; but 
the rainfall has not by any means filled it, still it is nicely discoloured. Some fine 
chub are now being got from the holes lying between Auborn and Bracebridge. 
Several scaling over 1}lb, have recently been taken, and most are over 1b. each. 
Greed wheat and worms were the baits used, Things have been very quiet above 
Auborn, Weather to-day fine, and prospects are very promising.—L., Sept, 22, 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 


During the past week the water has been in grand condition for the fly, and con- 
sequently some nice baskets of fish have been killed on both the Wye and Derwent. 
On the Darley Dale and Chatsworth Club waters there has been an average of from 
three to five brace of fish per rod each day, The Matlock and Cromford water has 
afforded good sport, and several gentlemen have killed good baskets of trout and 
grayling, The flies that have killed best are the Ash Dun, Silver Dun, and Grey 
Quill Gnat, The prospect for next week is very good.—DoTTE REL, 


Wye (Buxton, Derbyshire). 


There has been excellent sport on this river during the past week, the fish rising 
freely, and several heavy baskets have been made, On Friday, a well-known local 
angler secured nine brace ; and on the same day, Mr. Pyle, Wyehead, had seven 
brace ; Mr. Hobson, two brace. On Saturday I had two and a half brace, all good 
fish. The water continues in splendid condition, and will no doubt afford good 
sport up to the close of the season. The killing flies are the Olive Quill Guat, Red 
Quill Gnat, and Blue Dun, I wish to correct the statement which appears in your 
last issue, headed “Horrible State of the River Wye, uear Buxton.” It says that 
within a mile of Buxton the river becomes a main sewer, and that the stink was 
terrible; and goes on to say that the overflow of the sewage (by which he 
supposes is meant the cream) runs into the Wye. The writer does not 
know what he is writing about, as the Buxton sewage works are the most 
complete, and do not allow any of the sewage to pass into the river. The overflow 
(by which he supposes is meant the cream) runs into the river as clear as crystal, 
and from the construction of the settling tanks, no sewage can pass in an obnoxious 
state intothe Wye. The statement that the sewage works seemed to be the source 
of the Wye, is most mischievous and misleading, as the writer must have seen the 
river, which runs through the public gardens, and swarms with beautiful trout. 
During the hot weather the river certainly did stink ; but that was caused by the 
exceedingly low state of the water, the ped of the river being dry in one place for 
about 300 yards, and the decaying vegetable matter caused the smell, and not the 
sewage.—G, H. §., Sept. 224 


ae 


———————————— 


Ernu AND LouaH Mxrtyin.—During the past week the weather was very hot 
and dull, and not a breath of wind ; however, as most of the floods caused by the 
recent rains have cleared off, the river is now in good ply, and splendid sport is 
being had, Owing to the want of breeze trout-fishing on Melvin last week was 
rather poor. Angling on both Erne and Melvin ends with this month,—M, RoGax, 
jun., Ballyshannon, co, Donegal, Sept. 21. 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


ABERFELDY (Breadalbane Arms).—Messrs. McGregor and Philips fished Loch-a- 
Craig on the 19th, and got a nice basket of trout. Messrs. Harris and Willis, on the 
20th, got twenty trout, weighing 41b. 

ALTNACEALGACH, SUTHERLAND, N.B. (Altnacealgach Hotel).—The following 
are some of the takes for the past ten days :—Sept. 10, Capt. and Mrs. Robertson, of 
Auchleeks, Loch Boarlan, 20 trout ; 12th, Capt. and Mrs. Robertson, Loch Boarlan, 
18 ; Messrs. J. A. and F. HE. Fraser, of Middlesex, Loch Awe, 20, 41b.: 13th, Messrs, 
J. A, and F, E. Fraser, Loch Cama, 63, 18lb.; 14th, Mr. H. Fraser, Loch Cama, 33, 
111b. ; 15th, Messrs, H. and J. A. Fraser, Loch Ailsh, 54, 25lb.—eight of these were 
sea-trout, largest 24lb.; Dr. Rose, of London, Loch Cama, 53, 17]b. ; Capt. and Mrs, 
Robertson, Loch Boarlan, 18, and two char; 17th, Dr. and Mrs. Rose, Loch Ailsh, 
81, 37}1b., including five sea-trout and one salmon, 41b.—JOHN M‘DONALD. 

ANNAN.— With the recent rain this river has been in good conditior, and anglers 
have been out in good numbers. One gentleman, fishing in Sir Robert Jardine’s 
water, had two salmon of over 201b. each. On Tuesday, Mr. T. Lockerbie, Loch- 
maben, caught in the Four Towns water a splendid fish of 2541b.; on Friday, while 
out on the same water, he also gota nice bright fish of over 201b. Since the close of 
the net-fishing salmon-fishers have been pretty busy, and fair sport has resulted, 
especially in the lower waters, 

DEVERON.—Since the close of the net-fishing this river has been in splendid 
angling form. The lower part of the river is well stocked with fish, and many 
have been observed making for the upper reaches, Now that the close of the 
angling season is not far distant, the many worshippers of Izaak Walton are hasten- 
ing to the higher reaches of the Deveron, where the sport is exceptionally good at 
the close.— ANGLER, ; 

THE DEE (KINCARDINE O’NEIL).—The water has fallen away somewhat, but it 
is still in grand angling order. On the Carlogie water, Hon. E. Egerton and Lady 
Sandwike have landed seven fish, scaling from 51b. to 91b., in addition to some good 
sea-trout. On the Ballogie section Mr, W. E. Nicol and party killed five salmon, 
weighing from 5lb. to 141b. On the Borrowstone section Mr. Wordie landed a fine 
fish of 201b. fresh run, while his keeper, A. M‘Dougall, has had four of 33, 144, 153, 
and 82lb.; and J, Shirret a beauty of 231b., than which a finer specimen of a salmon 
could scarcely be desired, On the Norton water Mr. Wm. Lamcnd had a nice fresh- 
run grilse of 41b., and Noel, keeper, has had two of 91b. and 5]b. Mr. Arch, Camp- 
bell, son of Sir Geo. Campbell, M.P., has been enjoying some excellent pike-fishinge 
on Loch Kinnord. The other day he landed no less than 11, the largest of which 
scaled 18lb, Trout-fishing is now on the wane, but a good few sea-trout have been 
obtained lately.— WM. BLACKLAWS AND Son. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Now that the net-fishing has closed in the river Nith a good 
few salmon are coming the way of the angler. In the river early in the week, Mr. 
W. Reid had a fine fish of 241b., caught with the worm, while he was unsuc~essful 
in landing another owing to a breakage. Mr. T. Gruison had one of 191b., while one 
of 201b, was captured on the Ellisland portion of river. Up at Auldgirth, several 
good salmon have been Janded. Fishing in the Annan, on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, Mr, T. B, Johnstone, of Liverpool, had very large baskets of sea-trout and 
herling in the Haddon portion of the river. Friday was his best day, when he had 
over twenty sea-trout besides herling, The Esk is now largely fished by disciples of the 
iod, and a goodly number of anglers from the Dumfries district have been induced 
to fish that river, owing to highly-coloured reports of success. Equally good sport, 
however, it has been found, can be obtained nearer home. The chief kills reported 
were a salmon of 191b., by Mr. R. Culvert, in the Liddle, and one of 18lb. in the 
Chaldron Pool, by Mr. Park, Marchbank, 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—As was anticipated, the recent succession of floods has 
had the much-desired effect of filling the Esk and Liddle with shoals of fish, and 
during the past few days excellent sport has been enjoyed in various casts. The 
takes of sea-trout and herling are perhaps scarcely so numerous as a week ago; but 
grilse continue to be caught, and the stock of salmon is the best on record in the 
river. In the Langholm waters the natives have made good hauls. Mr. J. Varty 
had a salmon of 81b., Mr. Wm. Urquhart a grilse 6lb., Mr. James Little, Broomholm, 
killeda salmon of 721b.,, in the Island Pool, and Mr, J. Charlton caught a nice fish 
of 1431b. in Glenfina Pool. Good takes of sea-trout and whiting continue. Canonbie 
comes to the front with a capital record. Mr. Wm. Armstrong landed a beautiful 
new-run fish of 16lb, in the Willow Pool; Mr. J. H. Park, Marchbank, a salmon of 
181b. in the Cauldron Pool; Mr. John Ashcroft, one of 71b., at Byreburn foot ; Mr. 
R. Yates, Todhilwood, one of 16lb., in the Cauldron Pool, and an unsuccessful run 
with another in the same place; Mr. Foll, Temperance Hotel, Langholm, had a 
salmon of 93lb. in the Canonbie water; Mr. H. Jardine, Crookholm, had one of 111b, 
in the Liddle ; Mr. Wm. Graham, one of 5lb., and Mr. R. Calvert a splendid new-run 
fish of 191b. Also, in the Liddle, Mr. H. Scott, of Holmfoot, caught one of 153lb. 
in the Cauldron Pool ; and Mr. Fairbairn, Woodslee, tried “his ’prentice haun” on a 
four-pun weight, in the same place. But, O ye gods and little fishes, listen to 
this : After creeling the grilse Mr. Fairbairn just daunered up to the Willow Pool 
and quietly landed a salmon 411b, One gentleman says 42]b., another 411b. I like to be 
accurate, and I say 4141b, I may mention that I first met Mr. Fairbairn in July 
last, under the hospitable roof of Mr. James Scott, of Claygate ; further particulars 
anon, Below Longtown, the Rey. H. Whitmore had a grilse of 5lb. and a basket of 
whiting ; Mr. Mason, of Carlisle, a salmon 123lb.; Mr, Wilkie, Longtown, three 
grilse, averaging 6l1b., and several sea-trout and whiting ; Mr. J. H. Jackson, Long- 
town, a salmon, 16lb., and two grilse of 6 and 91b. In the Netherby water, Mr. G. 
Dixon, Carlisle, had a salmon of 251b., and lost another of about half the weight in 
his excitement—careless gaffing one onlooker called it. Mr, Matthew Brown, of 
Scaur Bank, landed two fish of about 12lb.; and Mr. Thompson, Penrith, filled his 
creel with sea-trout and whiting. Messrs. J. and R. Grieve, of Sunderland, have 
been sweeping the Bush Burn to the tune of nine dozen yellow trout at one fishing. 
Close by Copshaw, on the Liddle, the water is being well whipped with more or less 
success. Before next week I hope to have a chat with the great “ Huik Busser,” 
and then I’ll know something, Waters getting low again.—GLOBE TROTTER. 

FINDHORN.—The lower reaches of the Findhorn, which is presently leased by the 
Forres Angling Association, continues to yield some capital sport. The water, which 
has recently been swollen by the harvest rains, is now in good trim for angling, 
both for sea-trout and grilse. These fish are taking well just now. Recently, 
Messrs. William Paul and William Whyte, Forres, have had splendid sport with 
the grilse, as also salmon. Amongst the large baskets made during the week 
were those by Mr. A. H. Lee, Kincorth, and Captain Brown, Cluny Hill.—ANGLER. 

LairG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Rhiconich Hotel).—Sept. 13, Mr. Turner, Loch 
Garbet-Beg, 1 salmon, 741b.,5 sea-trout, 44lb. ; Mr. Taylor, Loch Skeir-a-Cha, 14 sea- 
trout, 8lb., and 14th, 1 grilse, 51b. Sept. 14, Mr. Clay, Loch Nacailich, 3 sea-trout, 
23lb. Sept. 15, Mr. Turner, Loch Garbet, 1 salmon, 71b., 6 sea-trout, 6lb. Sept. 16, 
Mr. Taylor, Loch Garbet, 1 salmon, 741b., 2 sea-trout, 2}1b.; Mr. Codling and Mr, 
Short, 11 cod, heaviest 16lb, Sept. 17, Mr. Codling, 17 cod, heaviest 16lb.; Mr. 
Turner, Loch Garbet-Beg, 1 salmon, 73lb,, 13 sea-trout, 10lb. Sept. 19, Mr. Taylor, 
Loch Garbet-Beg, 1 grilse, 431b., 3 sea-trout, 431b,; Mr. Turner, Loch Skeir-a-Cha, 
13 sea-trout, 91b.—W. WALLACE, 

Pass or MELFORT, NEAR OBAN (Cuilfail Hotel)—During the past week, the 
weather being all that could be desired, and the various lochs in fine ply, anglers 
had a high time of it on Cuilfail waters. Some very heavy baskets, both of sea and 
loch-trout, were brought in. Angling is still proceeding vigorously ; total catch for 
the week, 1,045.—_JoHn McFapyen. 

_ Spey.—Now that the trouting season is only open for speculation for two or 
three weeks, anglers are aware of the fact, and are plying the “gentle art” with 
commendable enthusiasm. Unfortunately, howeyer, the weather is somewhat dull 
and cold, and the river going back. A small stream now will spoil angling, As 
xar as the colour of the water is concerned, it could not be in better trim for fly- 
fishing, Although the catches have been only fair within the past few days, still 
the failing-off of the sport is entirely due to the smallness of the stream, and not to 














any scarcity of fish. The trout are plentiful, and are nice and “plumpy ; sea-trout 


and finnock are giving really grand sport. Mr. Jeffrey and Miss Smith, on the. 


Wester Htchies water, killed on Wednesday about 12}lb. Several gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood of Aberlour have had good sport. The Burn, Ruthrie, and the 
Fiddoch continue to attract a good many Waltonians._ANGLER. 

STENNESS, ORKNEY.—The trout-fishing in this loch is still being pursued with a 
goodly measure of success. The immense rainfall lately has caused the water 
opposite the burn mouths to be so coloured with mud as to obstruct trout-fishing in 
these places, and it is just here where the trout are packing previous to spawning. 
Clear water will now give a good opportunity of making heavy baskets, as the angler 
knows where to find the trout. The following are some of the baskets made during 
the week :—On Thursday, 8th, Mr, Lambert Hall, ten trout, 10lb. ; on Friday, 9th, 
Messrs. Lambert and Carthart, Hull, seventeen trout, largest 3lb. ; on Tuesday, 13th, 
Messrs. Campion and Woodhouse, eleven trout, 83lb.; on Wednesday, 14th, ditto, 
thirteen trout, 9lb.; on Thursday, 15th, ditto, nine trout, 84lb.; and Mr, Carthart, 
beside others, one of 441b. ; on Friday, 16th, Messrs, Campion and Woodhouse, three 
trout, 8lb., largest 441b.; on Saturday, 17th, ditto, ten trout, 7$b.; Mr. Lambert, 
nine trout, 8lb.—NORSEMAN, Sept. 19. 

YrTHAN TIDAL, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE (Udny Arms Fishery).—Sport 
obtained since last report is pretty much the same as on the previous week ; average 
basket, 8 to 17 trout, weight from 4 to 10}lb. Some very heavy fish were tackled 
during the week ; but, unfortunately, none over 2lb. weight were landed. Several 
salmon have also come across the bank angler’s hook; none, however, have been 
brought to terra jirma, The following are the names of the gentlemen who fished 
from the hotel during the week :—J. Kennedy, Esq., Underwood, Ayrshire; A. J. 
Mitchell, Esq., Craigleith House, Midlothian ; C. Nilson, Esq., Aberdeen ; C. J. Scott, 
Esq., Guildford ; Col. McKenzie, Aberdeen ; R. R. Reynon, London; ©. B. and Mrs, 
Bunbury, London ; and the Rev. Mr. Barron Dunnotter and J. Russell, Esq., Hdin- 
burgh, While I write, a salmon 1431b, has been landed by Mr. Cluiston Artist.— 
J. RITCHIE, Sept. 19. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, E. PRitTT, 














[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


GOOD GRAYLING-FISHING. 

Sir,—In your notice of G. Holland’s flies and gut in last week’s GAZETTE, some 
reference is made to the sport I have recently had among the grayling in Hamp- 
shire. As the incidents connected with my fishing are somewhat peculiar, and the 
results likely to be of interest among grayling-fishers in Derbyshire and Yorkshire, 
I beg to send you the following brief account of my week's sport. 

In the first place, it was not good weather for grayling-fishing, With the except- 
tion of one day, the wind was very rough, amounting to half a gale at times ; while 
the evenings were so cold that there was little or no rise, I had, therefore, to work 
hard in the mornings to find a rising fish, and when I had done my best among the 
grayling and turned my attention to the trout in the evenings, I was nearly always 
disappointed. I was anxious to get a few trout to finish the season, and so devoted 
every evening to them ; but it was a vain endeavour—I was either baffled by the 
wind, or else the fish were not rising at all. There is no doubt that I should have 
increased my take very considerably if I had gone in solely for grayling, This 
being premised, I think my sport is sufficiently remarkable to be placed on record. 
I returned about six brace of half-pounders ; I lost ten or twelve fish after hooking 
(three at least of these were exceptionally heavy fish), and I basketed twenty-one: 
fish, weighing 40lb, 7oz, The smallest fish was I1b. 6oz., and onl y three were under 
1,1b.; and I had grayling of the following weights: 2Ib, 2oz., 2lb, 440z., 2lb. 5oz.,. 
2lb. 60z,, 2lb. 7oz., 2lb. 740z., 2lb. 120z., 3lb. loz. 

I began my week’s sport with killing fourteen consecutive fish, weighing 
281b. 2oz.; and I finished up with three weighing 63lb. Nearly all these fish were 
killed on the smallest sizes of eyed-hooks, and I used Holland’s cobweb gut from 
first tolast. It may interest some of your readers to know that two or three times, 
when the weather was rough and I was tired of waiting for a rise, I gave the wet. 
fly a good trial. I went to places where I knew there were grayling congregated, 
and fished perseveringly with a wet fly ; but I never caughtasingle fish with it, big 





or little. Then perhaps the sun would come out warm, the wind would drop a little, | 


and here and there a rising fish would be found. It was during these sunny 

intervals that I got my fish ; and though my killable fish were not very numerous, 

it strikes me as very remarkable that I never came across a small one.—I am, &c., 
H.S, Hann. 


[Knowing what splendid fighters these Hampshire grayling are, we can imagine 
what fine sport Mr. Hall had.—Ep. ] 





THE MURDER OF THE TIVERTON RIVER-KEEPER. 

S1r,—By inclosed letter, which 1 have just received from Tiverton, in reply to 
my letter which you published in last week’s FISHING GAZETTE, relating to the 
brave river-keeper who was murdered there some time back, you will see that it is. 
a most deserving case, and I feel sure many anglers will be pleased to show their 
appreciation of such a noble devotion to duty, even to death, of this poor river- 
keeper. 

Thank you for promising to forward subscriptions. Herewith please find £1.— 
Iam, &c., JAMES TEMPLE. 

[ We have forwarded Mr. Temple’s subscription to Mr, Winton, of whose letter to 
Mr. Temple the following is a copy. We shall be happy to forward other subscrip- 
tions, or they could be sent direct to Mr, Winton.—Ep. | 

“Srr,—-Your letter in the FISHING GAZETTE has been brought to my notice. 
Soon after the brutal murder had been committed, the Fishing Association met, and 
decided to open a list on behalf of the widow ; £25 was subscribed from the funds 
of the association. Before the members left the room the amount reached between 
£60 and £70, and it is still being added to. We hope to realise a very respectable 
sum, A committee of four was appointed to receive subscriptions, and apply it in 
such a way as would be best for the widow, who is a delicate woman, and much 
shattered by the awful death that has befallen one of the best of husbands ; he was 
also one of the best of sons—a kind-hearted man, beloved by all who fished in a 
legitimate manner. He worked night and day in order to protect the river ; hedidas 
much as most two men would have done. The widow isa most deserving woman, As 
one of the four referred to, I have taken the liberty of writing to say we shall be very 
grateful for any subscriptions that may be handed to us.—I am, &c., 

“ Fore-street, Tiverton. “HE, M. Winton.” 


THE RIVAL LINE TO RICKMANSWORTH. 


S1r,—I wish to call anglers’ attention to the new line that is now opened to 
Rickmansworth by the Metropolitan Railway ; and to show our disapproval of the 
L. and N.W. Railway by their taking away our privileges, we intend in future 
using this new line. We trust that anglers will follow suit; and if the association 
took the matter up, I am confident they would grant us cheap tickets.—I am, &c., 

: MULTUM IN Parvo, 








RE “THE GREEN BANK.” 

S1r,—I have an old copy of “The Angling Excursions of Gregory Greendrake, 
with Additions by Geoffrey Greydrake,” 4th edition, 1832, in which this poem is 
given in its entirety ; and whenever in doubt about the proper flies to use, I found, 
by following the advice therein, that I was never far astray.—I am, &c., 

RICHARD BRADFORD, 
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LOCH CORR.—TROUT FLIES. 

S1r,— When a correspondent of a paper enjoys immunity for any length of 
time from adverse criticism, he cannot brook or afford being either questioned or 
contradicted—the more especially if tackled upon a point about which he isat a loss 
and cannot safely defend. In such a predicament he is apt to become unscrupulous, 
lose temper, and employs all manner of quirks to divert the subject from the point 
at issue. In truth, this description applies very accurately to your correspondent, 
Mr. W. Murdoch, Aberdeen. Instead of defending “his views,” which he says I 
have attacked, he has the meanness to have recourse to subterfuge as the only 
refuge to wriggle from an opponent whose opinions he is unable to controvert. 


lis views” about trout“ fry ” are these—that their tendency is not to descend but 
ascend stream, and in defence of these views he “ cannot bother with quibbles ” (see 
the Correspondence 13th, 20th, 27th August, and 3rd September). In the latter he 
opens his defence by having the discourtesy to misquote my words—says that I have 
no personal knowledge of the circumstances of the case ; that it is well that I find 
such gratification in demolishing himself, Dr. Day, “ Piscator,” and a host of others ; 

that he does not grudge me such a satisfaction ; and finishes with a fling at the river 
* Lossie, in these words :—“ The. extent of ‘W. M.’s’ field of observation—chiefly 
confined to Lossie burn, is ample warrant for your anonymous contributor being such 
an infallible authority.” It is indeed a poor alternative to substitute for argument 
jeers, sneers, and insinuations, and manage to jam the whole into sucha small space. 
None but an expert at such work could do it. It is simply silly work, that no corre- 
spondent having respect for readers could imitate. 

The question—and an important one it is—bearing on the natural history of the 
trout, for which, it will be remembered, the proprietors of this paper offered, at the 
beginning of last year, a premium or prize, which induced me (1 don’t regret it) to 
become a subscriber—not with the intention of becoming a competitor for the prize, 
for such an idea did not, fora moment, enter my head, but to ascertain, if such an 
essay appeared, who had the presumption to judge of its merits (see letter, 13th 
March, 1886). That essay has not yet appeared, and I dare say I am not far off the 
mark if I assume that “ Piscator” and myself had a hand in scaring off competitors, 
and thereby saving the proprietors having to pay the piper for worthless rubbish. 

Speaking of “ Piscator,” let me tell Mr. Murdoch that that gentleman, in the dis- 
cussion in which he and I were involved, behaved throughout the contest as a 

entleman ; but I cannot say so much of the other two named by Mr. Murdoch. 

he difference between “Piscator” and myself is in a fair way of being solved. 
There is, at the present moment, in full swing, an experiment being carried out in 
two ponds—the one set apart for the young of sea-trout, and the other for the young 
of the common trout, both “races” being hatched about the same time, The object 
js to test the question whether there is, in reality, any difference between the 
common trout and the sea-trout. The result of that experiment, if pro yperly 
attended to, I anticipate to be as follows :—A portion of the common trout will, in 
their second and third year, assume their zatwral colour, and become smolts, or 
“orange fins,” and the same will occur among the sea-trout—a portion will change 
to smolts, or “ orange fins,” and the other portion will continue common for a time, 
It will be found also that both “races” will have to be kept close prisoners at the 
migratory season, else they will descend, and not ascend, as Mr. Murdoch contends, 
This fact is well known to pisciculturists. 

I described the Lossie as a small river, and one of the best in the kingdom as a 
~ field for observation, and I repeat it ; and not all the sneers of Mr. W. Murdoch are 
sufficient to make a “burn” of it. This river is said to be, at the present moment, 
as well as one, if not two, of its many tributaries, swarming with sea-trout, 
salmon, and grilse, 

That the Lossie is a river readers have only to refer to gazetteers and histories ; 
and in a volume of poems by “ Uncle Peter,” a local poet, as well as an expert 
angler, frequent reference is made to this stream as a river. A few feeling verses 
from these poems on the death of a veteran angler, “The Isaak Walton of the 
North,” whose last request was to have his remains laid on the banks of the Lossie, 
may be acceptable to a few readers, The first two verses is a postscript to an 
amusing poem, headed “The Opening Fishing Day on the Lossie”’; the other two 
are from another, headed “ Punchie’s Grave ”:— 


Ae form wis missin’ frae the stream, 
He’s left its verdant banks for ever ; 
“Say. His trusty rod nae mair he’ll ply, 
~ He sleeps beside oor windin’ river. 


‘Tae see his last lone restin’-place 
My steps I purposely directed ; 
A lettered stane tells whaur he lies, 
By sorrowin’ Elgin loons erected.” 


“ A’ the troots noo wi’ safety may gambol at will 
In each roarin’ rapid, in each ripplin’ rill ; 
The pikes, tee, wi’ freedom, may rob a’ yer pools, 
For Punch, ance their terror, lies low in the mools, 


“ He sleeps near the river he ance lo’ed sae weel, 
A lang, dreamless sleep, in a dark, narrow biel ; 
A weird-lookin’ restin’-place, lonely an’ bare— 
‘A stone marks the spot, placed by lovin’ loons there.” 


Whether Mr. Murdoch ever fished this stream or not, one thing I know : he need 
not try it with the ‘‘ Hecham Pechams,” Iam not aware that he has even alluded 
to it in his rambling tours, neither has he recently given a passing observation in 

raise of the Isla, a smalt river running into the Deveron near Rothiemay station. 
This stream—at least, for six miles of its lower stretches—is famous for its trout, 
and by a long way superior to the Fiddoch, described recently in your columns, 
No expert angler is under the necessity of putting into his creel trout under half- 
pounders ; and this stream has two advantages over many others—the Great North 
of Scotland Railway runs along its whole course, and the best portion of its banks 
is free of tree or shrub. The trout of this stream are nae half sae partikler aboot 
flees as we are. Any neatly-dressed fly, and without tinsel—Bartleet’s round-bend, 
Nos. 11 to 13, is about the size. Trout will, however, take larger sizes ; but if they 

do so they take a smaller size much more readily. 

I regret to have to inform “ Anglo-Celtic » that I cannot refer him to any dresser 
who fastens on the wings as I recommend them ; but there are professionals adver- 
tising in the “F.G.” who dress to pattern. All “ Anglo-Celtic ” has to do is to 
address Mr. W. M., care of Mr. MacBean, Academy-street, Elgin, N.8., and patterns 
will be sent to him by giving his name and address.—I am, &c., 

Elgin, W. M. 





THE SERRATED FERRULE. 


S1r,—I see that the serrated ferrule is advertised as something new. The serrated 
ferrule is by no means new, for I have myself used it for more than thirty years, 
and from its points christened it the “ Vandyke ferrule.” From long experience I 
pronounce it a vast improvement on the ordinary smooth-topped ferrule. 

My cousin, the Rev. John Fountaine, late rector of Southacre, in Norfolk, was 
the original inventor of this serrated, or Vandyke ferrule. He was a first-rate 
angler for either trout or salmon, a good naturalist, and Al as a constructor and 
manager of decoys. The length of the points and their number may be left to the 
fancy of the angler for whom they may be made ; but long or short, few or many, 
they can lay no claim to being called new. 

The keepers of the loose rings were fitted in between the points, 
advertised drawing, were then bound and varnished,—I am, Xc., 

Morton Hall, Norfolk, Sept. 20. GeoRGE DUCKETT BHRNEY. 

[Nothing new under the sun,—ED, ] 


which, as in the 
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_ YELLOW MARTEN FUR.—DUN HACKLES. 

S1r,—Having been lucky enough to secure a few scraps of marten fur from the 
throats and necks of some skins (American), and having been asked by a water- 
keeper, during my summer outing, if I had any use for some polecat skins, well 
cured, of which he had several, I felt impelled to impart what few facts I know 
about the two animals for the benefit of your correspondent from Southport. 

The marten is 18in. long; tail, 12in.; fur, dark brown, lighter on cheeks and 
snout ; throat and sides of neck, light yellow. Specimens with white throats have 
been supposed to be of another species, but climate has probably been the factor 
causing the alteration. 

The polecat is 18in. long ; tail, 5}in. ; fur (outer), black or brownish, and strong, 
under is soft and light yellow ; and with the long hairs pulled out, after scraping 
the back of the skin, Ifancy an equally good result would ensue as by using real 
marten fur. I have not seen the skins, but from what I know of the rocky, wild 
character of the district where they were trapped, I consider it very possible that a 
marten skin may be amongst them, 

If desired, I can supply your correspondent with the name and address of the 
keeper ; but as he is employed by an association, he may possibly not care for their 
publication, 

Can any of your. readers tell me where to get some Blue Dun hackles, large’and 
small? Or I would be glad to exchange for some other feathers,—I am, &c., 





THE COQUET AT WELDON BRIDGE.—GOOD SPORT. 

S1z,—As numbers of your readers are anxious to become acquainted with really 
good fishing quarters, I, for this reason, have pleasure in sending you ashort account 
of the angling on Coquet during the last few days. 

The river, as you know, runs within 30 yards of the door of this hotel, and has 
some grand pools and streams both up and down. Mr. J. J. Hardy and self have had 
good sport with fly each day, and on no occasion have we gone more than one and a 
half miles from the house. This being my first visit to Coquet-side, my takes for 
the first day or two were not up to Mr. Hardy’s. On Friday and Saturday I had two 
doz. each day, Mr. H. getting three dozen or so each time. Monday I again got 
about about two dozen, including fish of #lb, and 41b. weight ; Mr. H. had three-and- 
a-half dozen. Tuesday the water came down thick, and was therefore unfishable 
with fly. To-day, however, was a red-letter day, as the water was in grand order, 
and I creeled, from 11 o’clock to 4 o’clock, 88 fish, from #1b. downwards. Mr. Hardy 
had also a grand basket of 64 trout, including a lot of very good fish. To-day I had 
on two fish at once. This occurred three times; on two occasions I successfully 
landed them. The stream is a very beautiful one, well wooded, and not to be fished 
properly without wading trousers, I have had my last experience, I hope,.with 
stockings, getting well over the tops almost daily. The wonder is one is not laid up 
with rheumatism. My freedom from this I must attribute to the local panacea— 
viz., plenty of “Scotch,” and here you get really grand whisky. Here you meet 
the best of good company, and the cooking is Al. Mrs. Brierley, indeed, makes her 
visitors vastly comfortable, and they quickly find an “at home” feeling taking 
possession of them, 

Although we have good fun with the ordinary river-trout, I was in hopes of 
getting on terms with some of the famous Coquet bull-trout ; but for some reason 
or other, although there is any amount of water, these fish have not run up here 
yet. They are expected daily, and I have strong hopes of getting something hand- 
some yet. Iam told October is a sure thing for them. 

I ought to have said that the killing flies have been, first the Willow Fly, then 
Orange Dun and Blue Dun, the Prince Charlie, and Hardy’s favourite. Hooks not 
very small are the best ; No. 2 and 3 wires holding on in grand style. The trout go 
at the feather and the body, and seem to ignore the hook until too late to retrieve 
themselves. 

All being well, we intend, and very likely shall, get excellent baskets the week 
out, and the water is in tip-top order.—I am, Xc., 

ALBERT MATTHEWS, 

Hardy’s Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Morpeth, Sept. 14. 





THE BOWMONT. 

Sin,—I have just come from a fourteen days’ holiday at Yetholm, and have, with 
a friend, fished the Bowmont, Kale Water, the College, and the Glen (for the two 
latter permission is required), and have had good sport—from two dozen to six 
dozen good trout per day, 

The wild scenery and bracing air of this mountainous district make it attractive 
to the angler, 

For a quiet and comfortable rendezvous I can recommend Mr. Wilson, The Hall, 
Yetholm, where the angler, with his wife and family, if he has such, can have home 
comforts at an exceedingly moderate tariff—I am, &c., Wm. TURNBULL. 

8, Charlotte-square, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Sept. 16. 





ABNORMALLY DEVELOPED EGGS. 

Srr,—Will you, or any of your numerous readers, kindly inform me at about what 
period the eggs begin to form intcoarse female fish, for several specimens I have 
opened within the past fortnight, including bream and jack, have been full of roe, 
and Dr. Leapingwell informs me he has lately taken several tench at Wanstead 
Basin in the same condition? What becomes of this spawn /—I am, Xc., 

M, A. 

[The eggs unquestionably begin to form soon after the spawning season. Ina 
long and abnormally hot and dry summer they grow faster than usual; but the 
cold months check the growth of fish, which do not feed much in cold weather. 
These fish will spawn earlier next spring than usual if the weather is warm.—ED. | 





FLAX WATER IN IRISH STREAMS.—A GIANT PIKE. 

S1r,—Your correspondent, Mr. Gedney, who has juss fled rather prematurely from 
“Old Donegal,’ must be labouring under some slight hallucination in supposing 
that trout streams and lakes are poisoned with “flax water.’ Although the smell 
may have offended his olfactory nerves—and certainly the stench is abominable— 
yet a severe penalty is imposed by statute on those who permit the pollution, and a 
simple communication to the nearest police-station would insure the effective inter- 
position of that invaluable and indispensable force, and the example would be a 
salutary warning to all others like offending. 

This season has been an unfortunate and unpropitious one for salmon anglers in 
the western wilds of this “ distressful country,” as well as in other parts of this 
piscatorial kingdom. But recent rains—coming, alas, too late—have cheered the 
hearts of those sojourning within the districts whose open seasons have not yet come 
to an end ; but to meand those who have spent their holidays in “early closing ” dis- 
tricts, the ascent of the salmon to the lakes and upper waters is provocatively tan- 
talising. ’Tis true trout-fishing has been particularly good during the months of 
March, April, May, and June ; but nothing can compensate the salmon angler for 
the loss of his favourite sport. Not even the monster pike which occasionally in 
these unfrequented and marshy loughs startle and surprise the unwary fisher. I 
had an unpleasant experience of a pike’s strength and voracity in the beginning of 
last month (August). As I was trolling in a tributary to Lough Conn with a large 
spoon attached to a strong salmon rod by a good salmon line, a monster 
seized my bait so much below the surface that I only saw a wave, but 
no break. Instantly he snatched as if turning, and the suddenness and force of the 
check broke off the connection at the end of the line, and “I was left lamenting.” I 
thought little of the incident after some days, until about a fortnight or three 
weeks had elapsed, and when shooting wild duck I encountered in the rushes the 
the remains of the body of a monster pike, the stench of which was insuffer- 
able. About half the carcase was consumed (unfortunately the head and shoulders), 
else I should have sent the same as a sample to your office, after cleaning and pre- 
paring it for transmission, I am sure I should have gained the £5 you offered for a 
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pike over 501b, weight if I had captured this fish, The weight and force of the drag 
he gave my line would have convinced any experienced angler of his unusual size ; 
but the mangled remains which were left either by the eels or by his unnatural 
kinsfolk were conclusive proof that he must have been over 601b. at least. ‘This un- 
usual circumstance, unprecedented in my experience at all events, may excite the 
doubts and cavils of some of your readers ; but they may rely on the accuracy of the 
statement, which can be corroborated by an English gentleman who was present, 
and can youch for its truth if necessary.—I am, &c., 


Ballina, Sept, Sth, HIBERNICUS, 





ABNORMALLY COLOURED FISH. 

Str,—Your Twickenham correspondent reports the recent capture in Twickenham 
deeps of a golden-coloured roach. It may interest. some of your readers to know 
that a similar instance of abnormal colouring in a minnow was communicated to 
the Field of 9th Dec., 1876, by Mr, H, A. Holroyd, of 59, Gracechurch-street, who 
wrote as follows :— 

“T have in my possession a minnow which was taken in a net near Rickmans- 
worth, Herts, of the same colour and brilliancy as the gold fish, but without any of 
the lateral markings so prominent in the first-named fish. I have shown it toa 
great many anglers, but can meet with no one who has ever heard of or seen the 
like before,” 

Whilst on this subject I may quote two other somewhat similar instances, The 
first is from the Field of 3rd October, 1868, wherein a crimson roach is thus 
described :— 

“ A roach weighing 1]b, 2oz. ; extreme length, 134in, ; greatest depth, 33in. ; colour 
of body, a delicate pale crimson tint, which seen through the silvery scales was 
excessively beautiful, was taken by Mr. John Benjamin in October, 1868, from Mr, 
Benningfield’s water at Broxbourne. . The gill covers were of a beautiful golden tint, 
and the whole of the fins of a vivid crimson, surpassing in brilliancy and depth of 
colour those of perch.”’ 

The second instance has reference to rudd, and is taken from Mr, Pennell’s 
“ Modern Practical Angler.” At page 254, he says :— 

“T was so fortunate a few years ago as to discover in some ponds near Romford, 
Essex, a lemon or yellow-coloured variety of the rudd, In this fish, of which I took 
seyeral dozen, all the red tints of the rudd, even including its characteristic red eyes 
(or, more correctly, irides), were replaced by various tints of lemon and bright 
yellow, the larger the fish the deeper being the yellow colouring. The specimens, 
of which some are now in the British Museum, present other, and in some points 
structural, differences.—I am, &c., GIANT, 
SEVERN FISHERY DISTRICT.—ABOLITION OF SMALL-MESHED NETS 

AND OTHER ENGINES, 

Srr,—In addition to my lettér which appeared in the FrsHING GAZETTE of 
September 3rd, page 147, I am pleased to state that, having been requested by the 
United District Committee of Worcestershire Angling Societies to correspond with 
Mr. J. W. Willis-Bund, Chairman of the Severn Board of Conservators, with reference 
to the framing of the new by-law, I have received a letter from that gentleman, in 
which he says :— 

“ At their last meeting, the Severn Fishery Board requested me to prepare a by- 
law to be moved at the Shrewsbury meeting to carry out Mr. Berrington’s report. 
The meeting at Shrewsbury will be in the second week in October, and I will send 
you a copy of the proposed by-law when I have settled it.” 


I am sure every angler will rejoice to hear that Mr. Willis-Bund, who has been 
very seriously ill, is now in South Wales, and much better, » 

I trust all the societies interested in the Severn fishery district will not fail to 
send delegates to the meeting to be held at Kidderminster on the 29th inst,—I am, 
&e., A, LACROIX 

.. (Hon. Sec. United District Committee of Worcestershire Angling Societies). 
5; Park-terrace, London-road, Worcester. 





ANGLING ‘BOOK WANTED, : 

Srr,—Can any of your numerous readers inform me where I can purchase a work, 
the title of which I am somewhat uncertain about, but I believe it to be one of the 
following :—* Fishing or Angling with a Worm ina Clear Stream for Grayling,” or 
“How to Fish for Grayling with a Worm in a Clear Stream,” 

Gresham, : Guo. CHAMBERS. 

[We have published capital articles by Mr. Francis M):Walbran on clear water 
worm-fishing for grayling, but know of no book on the subject.—ED. | 








IMPORTANT TO SPORTSMEN, 


THE COMBINATION HEATING FLASK, 
With Spirit Lamp and Drinking Cup Combined. — 


“Very useful.” 
—FISHING GAZETTE, 





Sportsmen should never 
go out without one of 
\ Haton’s Heating Flasks, 
ii/ It is very neat and com- 
ili pact, fits without incon- 
ij; venience in pocket, and 
ii its contents can be 

readily heated in a few 
ii minutes, Invaluable to 
i Anglers,  Bicyclists, 
| Tourists, Travellers, 
Boating Parties, Doctors, 
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BETA SHAPEH.—Tin to hold 4 Pint (Lamp combined) : 4 ge a at 1 
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Any of the above in Nickel or Electro-Plated to Order, AGENTS WANTED. 


E, EATON & CO., 28, MARTIN’S LANE, CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 











IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. WA CHP ROOF 


Guaranteed Waterproof. Price 42s. g HG 0 Tl N 5 
e 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can b 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false C OATS 
elastic cuffs and storm-prooffiy. With the addition of “ 
our “Bailey” Apron makes a perfect Riding Waterproof. 
SHOOTING 
LEGGINGS. 
GOVERS. 


BAGS. 
CARTRIDGE 


BAGS. 
BAME 
CARRIERS. 


CARTRIDGE 
BELTS. 


THIGH KNEE 
LEGGINGS. 


KREE 
GUN 


CAPS. 
CASES. 





Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 
THE 







FISHING BROGUES. 


Soles cannot be Softened by Immersion in Water. 
(REGISTERED 89981.) 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886, 










Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


WATERPROOEFS. 


ID Fishing INVERNESS FISHING AND SHOOTING GAPE. 


<A ~ : 
oy Trousers.Guaranteed Waterproof. Prices, 24s. and 42s. 





a 
Baz 


The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 
iD ishing tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 


Stockin 28 has elastics to put arms through. 
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Brogues. 
Fishing 
Boots. 
Fishing 
Bags. 
Fih ing 
Road 
Cases. 
Fishing 
Coats, 
Fishing 
Capes. 
Fishing 
Hats, 


INDIARUBBER LEATHER-LINED 


THIGH BOOTS. 


Ge 
f -\ GIVE EXCELLENT WEAR. REQUIRE NO DRESSING, 
“SS MADE ALSO IN KNEE BOOTS. 

; ALL SIZES KEPT READY IN STOOK. 





ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 27, quetw Victoria "Stier Labo, Ev. 


Works: BOW ROAD, BE. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL ; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSBA, 


FISHING and SNIPE SHOOTING 
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Inns of Court family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLERS 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRDS EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, Xc., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 





HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND KUTCHINSON), 
ir E: WI DD A EE, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 


FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick ” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 


None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, 
on Label. { or Hutchinson & Son., } Kendal. 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTARLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 


ESTABLISHED _1745_ 
FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and all 


other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 









GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 








Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Fiies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23. 6d, 
per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags. 23. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 
Hooke. EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING, G. H. is Agent for 
Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and 
Fly Fishing, as used by some 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. 
Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland's Cobweb Gut 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks, This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr. Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 
PIKE and GFNERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 
Month, 
George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 
THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
has Special Patterns for Dry- 
of the best Hampshire 
Taton and Deller’s Rods, 

Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.’s 

to Dress Them.” G. H., having personal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 

and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Cc,, 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 

For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland 

y» Six Months » 

», Three Months ,, FS 3 a fa Pe osas ven 

To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription,including postage 12 6 
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AMERICAN BLACK BASS FOR SALE. 
WE are glad to see that Herr Max von dem Borne, of Berneuchen, 
Germany, the well-known angler and pisciculturist, has been s0 
successful with the few pairs of American black bass which he 
had over a year or two back, that he is now able to sell this year’s 
fry at 6d. each. 
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TENCH-FISHING. 
MORNINGS WITH THE 
By ALFRED MACKRILL. 


I LEFT London on a beautiful morning at the end of August to fish 
a lovely piece of water which I knew to be literally full of tench, 
rudd, roach, and perch. The wind had been blowing fron the north 
for. days; but on this eventful morning it shifted round to the 
south-west. This filled me with “great expectations.” After a run 
of about eighty minutes the train drew up at the platform of the 
station where I had to leave the rail and take to the road. A drive 
of a few miles through a beautiful hilly country, the scenery of 
which was simply charming, the wind soft and warm, filled my 
mind with a certainty that I should have some good sport. At last 
I reached my destination, and there lay the beautiful piece of water, 
smooth as a mirror, with the lofty hills surrounding it. It was a 
beautiful sight, especially from an angler’s point of view. I made 
up my mind to commence fishing as soon as possible. I had previously 
sent down four thousand “lobs,” and had given instructions to the 
fisherman to bait a certain place one hundred and fifty yards from the shore 
and about ten yards outside the weeds, and to moor the punt so that the fish might 
get accustomed to it. This had been done, and about 5 o'clock off I started. 
I had brought with me, for the hook, about five hundred of my largest and best 
brandlings, also a quart of liver gentles, “ very fine and large.” he lobs were 
there ready for me. I fished with very fine Thames tackle, with this exception 
—I did not use a hook mounted on drawn gut, on account of the weeds. ‘The 
fisherman put me on board the punt, and silently left me “alone.” I then care- 
fully plumbed the depth, allowing for 4in. to lie on the bottom, as the tench 


FoOuR TENCH. 


feed off the ground. I fished about eight yards from the punt. My reason 
for this is very simple: if you hook a fish, and play your fish 
in the swim, you will, in all probability, frighten the others 


away. The eight yards enabled me to bring the fish close to the punt, and 
play the fish into the landing-net. In a few minutes my float was in the water. 
T sat as still as a statue for half an hour ; not a bite, not a wobble of the float, 
not the slightest sign of fish feeding. I tried my finest and brightest brandlings, 
then the bright tail of a lob, then the whole lob. I sat patiently for another 
half hour with the same result—not a sign of a bite. I began to think they were 
“ not at home”; then I began to think again, and wondered if they were holding 
a meeting whether they should Boycott the gentleman above. Turning my 
head and looking straight across the lake I saw an old heron angling. For the 
next half-hour I amused myself by watching this ‘“ party,” and as the space 
between us was about an eighth of a mile, “old long-legs” treated me w:th the 
utmost contempt. What his take was I could not say. At the end of the half- 
hour he left me to myself. I had now been fishing nearly two hours; I had 
another hour of clear daylight, and made up my mind to “stick to it,” 
hoping, like all other anglers, that the fish would come on. The last hour 
was a ‘“fac-simile” of the first. Hearing the splash of an oar, I turned 
to see what was the matter. I found the fisherman close alongside. He had 
come to take me ashore. ‘ Well, what sport, sir?” ‘Not a smell; not even 
a bite.” This astonished him, and so it did me. As we walked through the 
long sedge by the lake we discussed the arrangements for the morning ; they 
were very simple—he was to call me at half-past four, prepare a cup of tea, 
&c. After smoking a cigar, and wondering how the fishing would be in the 
morning, I was very soon in my bed. At the appointed time the following 
morning I was up, and at twenty minutes past five was on my way to the punt, 
It was the very morning for tench-fishing ; the sun was just beginning to tinge 
the hills with golden light, the lake was as smooth as a mirror. The fisherman 
rowed me to the punt without a sound. Nothing could be better; in less than 
five minutes my float was in the water, and in a minute it had gone. “ Hullo, 
that’s not a tench bite!” (I never hold the rod in my hand when tench-fish- 
ing ; my firm belief is the tench are very “electrical,” and I have often found, 
when I have taken the rod in my hand too soon, the tench leave the bait, so I 
wait until the float disappears, then I know the fish has taken it.) I took 
up the rod and struck. Away went 20yds. of line. Back I brought the fish; 
away again—what is it? At last I saw the white belly of a 2lb. jack. I was 
disgusted. I thought : Here’s an end of tench fishing ; a lot of little jack have 
been feeding on the lobs I threw in last night—not at all an unusual thing. 
Try again. Ah! Look now at my wobbling float. How my fingers itched to 
take the rod. Gone! That’sa tench. I took the rod, and found I had hooked 
agood fish. How he did work for the weeds! At last I had him in the landing- 
net. It was a splendid fish, over 4lb. Now, I thought, I should have a “ take 
of tench,” and this time my calculation was a correct one. From half-past five 
until half-past eight I had no time to study the angling of “ old long-legs,” or 
the habits of any of the other wild birds who visit the lake. The tench were on 
the feed. I very soon put the fish in the well of the punt, and had my rod in 
position again. Wobble, wobble ; down and away. Another good fish ; and so 
it went on, until I could count twelve splendid tench, the smaliest 2lb. ; then a 
slight lull. I break up four lobs into twelve pieces, and throw them 
as near the float as possible ; in less than two minutes I saw bubbles coming up 
round the float, then the unmistakable wobble and down goes the float. When t 
took up the rod I thought I had got “one of the talked-of seven-pounders.” 
Whosh ! went the line, and for five minutes I could not bring the fish to the sur- 
face. I thought what a splendid addition to my collection this will be. At last 
I had him in the landing-net, and the next thought was“ weigh him.” He turned 
the scale at 4Ib., a really splendid specimen ; and so the sport went on. 
At half-past seven, seventeen Al fish, then a perch, then a roach over 1lb., then 
another tench, then I had time to look about. My four broken-up lobs did not 
have the desired effect. At half-past eight I heard the splash of an oar in the 
water, and the voice of my little daughter rang out, “ Pupsey dear, have you 
had any sport?” My reply was, ‘Come and see.” I had twenty tench, not 
one under 2lb., the largest over 4lb.—it was a grand sight! I did 
enjoy my breakfast. After breakfast I started off again ; but very soon found 
the tench were “off the feed.” Thinking this might be so, I had baited another 
place for roach and rudd, hoping to be among the tench in the evening. I fished 
hour after hour without success, then I landed a roach about 1b. ; then it was 
a blank in every sense of the word. The sun was so fearfully hot that old “long- 
legs” did not try. At 2 o’clock I rowed myself ashore. I consoled myself with 
the hope of getting the tench in the evening. What a delusion this turned out 
to be! At half-past five I started for the punt again (I must here state that 
this punt was not moved the whole time I fished), and very soon commenced 
operations ; half-hour after half-hour, not a bite of any kind. About 8 o'clock 
I heard again the splash of an oar, and the bell-like voice of the little one 
ringing over the water, “ What sport, Pupsey dear?” It was answered with 
one word, “ Nothing,” and that was the fact. I got on board the fisherman’s 
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boat, and started for the house ; so ended my first day’s tench-fishing. I very 
soon came to the conclusion that if I caught any more tench it would be 


done “in the early morn.” I made my preparations accordingly, 
and on the following morning was up at half-past four, and 
after partaking of a cup of hot tea, &c., was very soon in my 


seat in the punt. There was a south-west wind blowing, which caused a con- 
siderable ripple on the water. On the way to the punt the fisherman gave it as 
his opinion the tench would not bite. ‘‘ There’s too much wind, sir.” He was out of 
it altogether. First a perch of 2lb., then a jack, then another good perch, then 
the unmistakable wobble of the float told me I should have another tench—and 
a good one it proved, 33lb. ; then another good one, then a roach over 11b., then 
tench again, and so it went on until half-past eight. I had taken sixteen tench, 
eighteen perch, several large roach, and one rudd over 1lb. After breakfast I 
was very soon in my seat in the punt. Icaught afew good perch and one rudd; 
not a tench bite did I get after half-past eight in the morning. The third morn- 
ing I was in the punt again soon after five. It was a splendid morning for 
tench-fishing: the lake was as smooth as a mirror, the bites came fast and 
furious—tench, rudd, roach, and perch, and a 2Ib. jack, all taken with a whole 
lob, and the lob a big one. ‘T'wenty tench alone, not one under 2lb., the largest 
4lb., besides the other fish taken. ‘he singular thing was the largest lob was the 
best bait. It was a lovely day for ail-round fishing, and I felt sure I should have 
some good sport with the roach and radd—another delusion. I caught a few 
large roach, some over 11b., but not a rudd until the evening, and then only one. 
At eight o'clock I was on my way to the house. I felt certain now that the 
morning, and the morning only, would be the time for sport this journey. The 
fourth morning found me on the water again at five o’clock, the wind and 
weather everything an angler could wish—wind blowing from the south-west, 
soft and warm, not a ripple on the water ; sky rather cloudy. I thought to 
myself, ‘If I cannot get sport in the day, I have it on agrand scale in the morn- 
ing.” I began witha 2lb. perch, then two more good perch, then arudd over 1Ib., 
then several large roach, and, at last, another 4ib. tench ; then for more than an 
hour it was nothing but tench, then roach and perch, then a few more tench. 
By this time it was half-past eight. My take of tench was fifteen good fish. I 
fished again during the day, but caught nothing until the evening. Ihad taken 
my last tench. It was very singular how the tench seemed to know the time to 
stop feeding ; if a kell had been rung for them they could not have managed it 
better—about a quarter to eight the bites came slowly, and at half-past eight 
entirely ceased. I found this to be the same each morning. By a very simple con- 
trivance we kept the whole of the tench alive. At one endof the lake is kepta large 
galvanised iron wire cage, with a lid opening from the top. The fish are placed 
in this. The cage is then dropped into the water. The tish will keep fora long 
time in this ; and when you want them you have simply to draw up the cage and 
take the fish out with a small net. My fishing was now over ; my last fish had 
been taken, One more night, and the next morning would find me on my way 
to the great city. What had I taken? My take consisted of seventy-one tench, 
from 13lb. to over 4lb., only three under 2lb. ; the seventy-one weighed nearly 
2001b. ; forty-six perch, the largest 2lb.; twenty roach, many over Ilb.; five 
rudd, all over 1lb. ; and four jack. Now comes the question, What did you do 
with the fish ? I took away with me seven brace of tench, weighing 47lb. ; one 
brace of these, weighing over 8lb., I sent to Messrs. Cooper and Son to be set 
up, to add to my collection. Some of the other fish I gave away, and the 
remainder were returned to the lake, The next morning found me driving over 
the beautiful hills on my way home, more than satisfied with the splendid sport 
I had had. 





FREE-RISING TROUT. 


MANY anglers have no doubt been often puzzled to account for the 
fact that in some streams and lakes trout rise with the most reck- 
less freedom, and suffer grievous penalties in consequence ; whilst 
in other streams and lakes in the same district, and of much the 
same character, they are what we call in Scotland very “ dour,” 
or scarcely ever rise at all. One old Scotch Professor, who was a 
great theologian, used to declare that trout were in one respect 
like men. In fact, that there were wicked trout and good 
trout, and that there were some trout so utterly profligate 
and abandoned that their whole and sole object in life was to 
worry and thwart honest anglers, Asa proof of the truth of his assertion he 
used to mention a certain lake, and tell us that if one began on a Monday morning 
and fished till Saturday night with the fly, never a single trout would rise—the 
surface of the whole lake would be undimpled by a single ring during the whole 
week ; but the moment one put on a worm or minnow the whole lake would be 
in aboil. Change to the fly, and in a moment the surface became a mirror again, 
The Professor used always to smile when he told this story. 

Certain discussions which we used to hold on this subject were brought to my 
mind by a remark in the “ F. G.” that it would be a good plan to put some free- 
rising trout into the Hungerford Club waters ; but if the Professor's theory was 
as true as his story, it might happen that the good, or free-rising trout, might 
have wicked children, or that, at all events, a large proportion of them might 
be led away by the children of the present very wicked inhabitants of the water. 
That animals and birds are much more ready to learn bad habits than good ones 
is patent to anyone who has studied them with attention. As the Professor 
proved the truth of this theory by a story, let me do the same. 
Once upon a time there was an old lady ‘who had a magnificent 
parrot. Not only would it learn any word or sentence with astonishing 
quickness, but it really seemed to understand what was said to it, and also 
what it said itself. It lived in a room in which mothers’ meetings, 
district visitors’ meetings, and Sunday-school meetings were wont to be held. 
And it would every now and then astonish its audience by an ejaculation, or a 
quotation, or a remark of an eminently edifying flavour. No naughty word was 
ever heard to pass its beak. And if it had any naughty thoughts, it evidently had 
absolute power to school and tame its tongue. The unexceptionable demeanour 
and edifying conversation of the bird awoke a feeling of jealousy, and perhaps 
of envy, in the breast of a neighbouring elderly spinster. She also would have a 
parrot. So, a nephew who was an officer on a ship trading in the far Hast was 
commissioned to bring home a parrot for his dear aunt, one of a kind that 
would most quickly learn to talk. For months the old lady thought and dreamed 
of little else but what she would teach her parrot. It should learn more phrases, 
and better phrases, and ejaculations of even a higher flavour than those of that 
other parrot on which she already looked as a rival. At last it arrived. The 
gorgeous cage which had long been prepared received its tenant. No word, how- 
ever, could it be persuaded to speak. It received its food and all the little 
delicacies which parrots love in a dignified manner, as if they were its right. It 
accepted blandishments in a gentle way, and never. attempted to bite. But, as 
for speaking, it would not even try. When the old lady spoke to it, it looked at 





her with amazement—it could not understand, much less would it try to 
imitate, a word. The members of the mothers’ meeting were called in, in 
conclave to consider the question of its education, Whilst they were all petting 
and talking to the bird, it happened that the nephew called to see his dear 
aunt. He was somewhat reproached for bringing home a parrot that could not 
talk. He declared that it could talk. He said that he had so much to do on 
board ship that it was impossible for him to take care of the bird on its passage 
home, and that as sailers are very fond of pets, he had intrusted it to the men, 
who had fed it well and taken great care of it, and assured him it could talk a 
good deal. He went up to the cage, stroked the bird, talked to it in the most 
seductive tone, and used all the fond epithets that parrots are supposed to love 
and admire. Not the slightest notice would it take. At last, losing his temper, 
he twitched its tail, and said : “ Hang it all, Polly, say something !” 

“ Hang it all,” screamed Polly, in a fury, and then poured forth a torrent of 
language such as only sailors could have taught it. The nephew himself was 
fairly astonished, and a good deal vexed, and found himself alone in the room, 
the aunt, and the members of the mothers’ meeting having fled on the instant 
with their fingers in their ears. He sought his aunt, apologised for the parrot, 
offered to take it away and get her another ; but in an evil moment the good old 
lady determined to try and reform the bird, and teach him better. The nephew 
shook his head, and expressed doubts on the subject ; but the Sunday-school 
teachers suggested that the wicked bird should be put into the cage with the good 
bird and be taught by him. The only fear was that the birds would fight. How- 
ever, they made great friends, and seemed heartily glad to have companionship 
in their captivity. The mistress of the good bird was leaving home for a fort- 
night, and the old housekeeper, who was as deaf as a post, was solemnly charged 
to take great care of the two pets. On her return, she hurried to the cage to 
greet her pet, and to her horror was saluted by a duet of language such as can- 
not be written down. ‘They called her in concert every bad name that she 
knew, and a great many that she had never heard of. I really believe her bird 
was delighted to see her, and that both of them meant the names they called her 
for terms of endearment. But the result of the experiment was that both birds 
had to be got rid of. The naughty bird had not learned one single good word, 
and the good bird had learned every naughty word that the other could say. So 
I fear that the naughty trout at Hungerford would teach the good ones that 
might be introduced all their evil ways. } 

But I have something better than theory to offer with regard to Hungerford 
trout. I have known the Hungerford water for more than twenty years, and 
have had every opportunity of knowing all that has been done with regard to 
stocking the water with trout since the club was formed, and have watched their 
doings with great interest. 

Very soon after the formation of the club, when I doubt if there were 150 
brace of killable trout in the whole of their water on the Kennett, trout were 
introduced from High Wycombe, from the Pang, and afew from a stream in 
the Mendip Hills. These last I know to be very free risers in their native 
waters. Since that a number of Loch Leven trout have been introduced. The 
result has been that there is at this moment a magnificent stock of trout in the 
water. I do not believe that there is any stretch of water in England of the 
same length in which so many trout have been killed this season, and which hag 
so large a stock left. 

I happened to be at Hungerford when the river was netted, and saw the 
wonderful haul at the Wine Cellar Bridge. The net was put in about 100 
yards above the bridge, and I fancy that 519 trout in one haul of a hundred 
yards must be a “record” for any stream. 

I heard in the town from some of the commoners that the stock was poor. 
But after what I saw, I have come to the conclusion that the commoners of 
Hungerford are like other anglers that I have known: when they cannot catch 
fish they say, “‘ There are none in the water.” My private opinion is that there 
are quite as many trout in the water as it will carry. They are, however, as 
you have hinted in your “ Note,” bad risers, except in the May Fly season. And 
now, Sir, with your permission, I willair my opinion as to some of the reasons 
which combine to make trout bad risers. By bad risers, 1 mean trout that very 
seldom feed on the surface. A friend of mine always uses the expression “ bad 
riser” as meaning a trout which will not take his artificial fly. Last season he 
complained that the trout on a certain piece of water were bad risers. “ Why, 
my dear fellow,” I exclaimed, “they have been rising like mad for the last 
hour.” ‘ Oh!” said he, “that is only play; I have covered dozens, and never 
had a rise.” They were taking every dun that came over them, but because 
they would not take his fly they were to him “ bad risers.” 

But there are rivers—and the Kennett is one of them—on which for days, and 
sometimes even weeks, in the spring you may walk the banks from early morn 
till dewy eve and scarcely see arise. Why? Simply because there are no flies 
to rise at. The river-keeper at Hungerford informed me that last spring and 
the spring before the scarcity of duns was remarkable. On the other hand, last 
September there was a wonderful rise of duns, which lasted more or less all day, 
and then the Kennett trout became transformed into excellent risers; but 
nobody came to catch them. 

Again, over-fishing makes shy risers. A trout that has been pricked once or 
twice in a season gets very nervous. He will let fly after fly pass over him 
and if he does take one he seems ashamed of himself, and frightened at his own 
rashness. And as for the artificial fly, when he is in that state of nervousness 
one look at it is enough for him. He turns tail and is off, and we see him no 
more that day. 

But there is another cause, which is the most fruitful of all in making shy 
risers of the trout, and that is a superabundant quantity of food on the bottom, 
Where minnows swarm in myriads, where every weed is covered with innumer- 
able animalcule, and where freshwater shrimps and transparent little water 
snails can be scooped up in thousands, what sensible trout would come up to the 
top of the water, and wait for a possible dun which might float over him once in 
five or ten minutes ? It has happened to me more than once or twice to see a 
good rise of fly come on, and the trout take no notice of them for half an hour 
or so. ‘Then would come a rise here, and another there, till all the trout were 
well on the feed, and perhaps, just as they had settled well in their places, and 
were taking the flies, as good trout should, the rise was over, and every fish 
returned to his well-known pastures on the bottom. 

I once saw this happen on a broad shallow below the Hungerford Club water, 
when the May Fly wason. The fly had been on for some days, and the trout 
knew it. One afternoon I was waiting for the rise, but the fly was late. The 
trout were feeding on the bottom ; one could see great, broad tails waving about 
the water every now and then in all directions. There came a. sudden heavy 
shower. Ina moment the whole water was covered with May Flies, which floated 
down the stream in the most lovely way. Never a single trout rose. Whether 
they were taking the larve on the bottom, or were intent on shrimps and snails, 
I know not; but can only fancy that their attention was so taken up with 
something at the bottom that they never noticed the flies on the surface. 

The rise lasted nearly an hour, and never a fish came up, and I never made a 
cast. If Iam right that these are some of the causes which make trout shy 





Ocr. 1, 1887. THE 





risers, I would suggest one or two questions, answers to which from men of 
experience would be interesting and valuable. : 

1st. Can anything be done, and what, to increase the stock of flies, especially 
duns, on a river? I once heard some talk of transporting the grannom from 
the Test to the Kennett. It was proposed to catch a quantity in large nets 
such as are used for catching moths, to transport the flies in large hampers, and 
let them out on the banks of the Kennett. That the grannom will live on 
the Kennett is certain ; I have seen three on its banks in the last five years. 

2nd. If there are a vast multitude of minnows in a stream, would it be wise 
to destroy the greater part of them ? j 

If it were done, would the trout rise any better ? No doubt minnows afford 
food for trout ; but they eat an enormous amount of food which would find its 
way straight into the trout’s stomach if they were not in the water. Poor 
Francis suggested to me once that the use of the dry fly might have something 
to do with making trout shy. In old days the trout knew well that certain 
strange creatures which periodically executed wild dances below the surface had 
very sharp stings, and that some of their brethren who tasted them behaved in 
the wildest way, and never came back to tell them whether they were good or 
not ; but they were perfectly safe with anything that floated well on the surface. 
Of late years they have found that all this is changed. The fine, fat larvee 
which rise from the bottom and struggle for awhile on the surface before they 
take wing are not only harmless, but most toothsome and fattening food ; but 
many of those flies which float down so nicely under the bank have got stings. 
Many a poor trout can tell how his head was half pulled off, or a piece of his lip 
snatched away, by one of these stinging flies. Verily, it is a bad look-out for the 
dry-fly fisher. If the wicked trout will not rise at a fly at all, and prefer 
lazily to feed on fat minnows, and worms, and grubs on the bottom, and 
good young trout attend, as they probably will, to the admonitions of their 
parents who have made acquaintance with the floating sting-flies, where shall 
we dry-fly fishers be a few years hence ? 

C. Hrevit, Hon. Chap. “F. G.” 








THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 


By EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE, 
(Continued from page 73.) 


WE have now arrived at one of the most serene and tranquil spots 
on this historic river. Twyford Bridge, where last we left our 
readers, has formed the theme of many a poet’s lay, the subject for 
many an artist’s brush or pencil. Stretching away on every hand 
are the peaceful hills of Kent, In the distance, to the left Bow Hill 
raises its broad side against the sky, and here and there the 
picturesque spires of various oasthouses peep out of the dark 
trees like the minarets of Stamboul. There are five arches to the old 
bridge ; but the water (except at flood time) passes through only four, 
and on the ancient buttresses there are bunches of green creepers, 
which lend a charming aspect to the grey and sturdy structure. Below 
the tumbling waters rush over the large boulders with a ceaseless 
plash, and the eddies spin with distracting swiftness. 
Leaving Twyford Bridge, we journey along the tow-path side of the stream, 
and the first place worthy of note is Curd’s Dyke, which has witnessed the capture 
of many roachand bream, From Twyford Bridge to Stoneham Lock we come 
upon more remarkably pretty scenery. The river narrows here to a marked 
degree ; the trees allow their leaves to wanton with the waters, and the 
pie on neighbouring sprays carol their merry melodies. To slightly vary 
on— 
“ Joyous the birds; fresh gales and gentle airs 
Whisper it to the woods, and from their wings 
Fling rose, fling odours from the spicy shrub,” 


On the adjacent Leas the cricketers appear to enjoy their sport with almost 
the same keenness that marks the industrious angler, albeit they are more 
boisterous and energetic in its pursuit. If ever the Medway becomes a trout river, 
as we trust it will do, this spot will be the paradise of the trout-fishing enthu- 
siast. Speaking of trout, we may mention that a laudable effort is being made 
to stock the river with this favourite fish, and there is a large number of fry 
(presented by the National Fish Culture Association to the Maidstone Angling 
Society) in the nursery of R. J. Fremlin, Esq., at Wateringbury, Mr. Fremlin 
having kindly granted the use of his waters for the purpose. The ultimate 
destination of these fish is the weir at Hast Farleigh. 

After leaving Curd’s Dyke we come to what is known as Horseshoe Point, 
and on the right bank a good place for bream and carp will be found, witha 
sandy bottom, the water being from 8ft. to 10ft. in depth. The adjoining land 
belongs to Mr. Taylor, who objects to trespassers when the grass is on, but the 
river can be fished from shore to shore with a ledger for a considerable distance. 
This spot will be easily recognised by a row of noble firs— 

“ A brotherhood of venerable trees,” 
forming a pleasing background. 

Our next halting-place is at Mouse Bay, just previous to reaching which we 
find a capital place, near a bed of weeds, on the tow-path side of the river. 
Mouse Bay is the home of the carp, and it is recorded that here a man once 
shot a carp with @ marble, having previously endeavoured to kill it with shot. 
The fish weighed 141b. He did not, however, capture the carp until some days 
afterwards, when it was found floating on the top of the water, with a hole clean 
through the body! 

The Sand Hole is the next spot worthy of notice ; it will be found near some 
huge but broken trunks of trees, covered with ivy. Many a London angler has 
had reason to thank this place for a big catch. We may mention that bait 
for piking can be had from Mr. Heenan Hutson, who lives in the brickfield close 
by, and the best place for the pursuit of Esow luctus is just above the Sand 
Hole. At the Sand Hole roach, perch, and bream may be taken, and right 
opposite the entrance to it is an excellent place for roach, many having been 
taken up to 14lb. and 121b, 

After leaving here, we approach Stoneham Lock, another very picturesque 
part of the Medway; the only thing which may disturb the angler here is the 
sound of occasional passing trains, as he will be close to the railway. In 
connection with Stoneham Lock we may give our readers a novelty in the form 
of a true snake story. Some years ago a party of fishers were in a boat near the 
lock when a snake between five and six feet in length was observed in the water. 
All the ingenuity of the party was exercised to capture the unusual visitor, but he 
eluded every grasp, and was gliding away when one of the anglers, in sheer despera- 
tion, jumped out of the boat, and made vigorously for him. The tables were turned, 
however, jupon this rash follower of the immortal Ike"; no sooner did the snake 
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find he had a pursuer than he turned, and prepared for the fray by lashing the 
water into a foam with his tail (by the bye, where does a snake’s tail begin, or, 
rather, where does his body leave off ?). Worms will turn, and this 6ft. worm 
turned to some purpose. Down dived the surprised angler, and down after him 
went the snake! ‘To make a long story short, the would-be snake catcher was 
soon glad to reach the shore, where he stood dripping and shivering with wet 
and cold, the music from his chattering teeth being accompanied by the hilarious 
laughter of his confréresin the boat. Theirturn, however, was tocome. Thesnake, 
perceiving he had started one of his opponents, immediately proceeded to 
endeavour to annihilate the remainder, and, making for the boat, was preparing 
for battle, when an unlucky (for him) blow from a not over-light scull finally 
settled the matter. That snake (or rather the death of it) caused the Highland 
dew to flowround. Having secured it by means of the painter attached to the 
boat, the now jubilant anglers rowed back to Yalding with their catch dragging 
behind. We need hardly add it caused quite a sensation in the quiet village, and 
did not die until sunset ! 

Just before reaching Stoneham Lock, at the back of the Sand Hole will be 
found the Ballast Hole, belonging to Mr. Allen. This large sheet of water is 
well stocked with immense carp, pike, tench, bream, and roach, but it is rather 
difficult to obtain possession to fish it unless you have a little local influence. 
On the right-hand side of Stoneham Lock there is a good place for roach, and 
big chub have been taken at the tail of the run from the tumblers. The bay 
itself holds some good bream and pike. : 

It was at this spot that a youthful friend of ours, some time ago, was fishing 
in company with his respected parent, who is also an ardent fisherman. Youth- 
ful friend was seated on one of the tumblers, when he had a run with a pike. 
The fish must have caused the line to become entangled round a heavy stone (of 
which there are a large number at this spot, so anglers beware !), and our friend, 
in endeavouring to free it, went head first into the foaming water. With a yell 
of horror the excited pater plunged in after him, but two or three seconds found 
them standing in about three feet of water with a jubilant grin upon their 
dripping countenances. It is satisfactory to be able to state that the line was 
ultimately freed, and the pike landed, proving to weigh just over 8lb. 


(To be continued.) 





FLOATING-FLY FISHING. 
(From Forest and Stream, September 15.) 


Or late years there has been a new departure in angling, and thanks to the 
courtesy of Mr. R. B. Marston, Editor of the Fisning Gazerrte, I have had an 
opportunity of learning how to fish with a dry fly. We started from London 
Bridge about six o’clock in the evening, and in about thirty minutes were landed 
at Mitcham Junction, whence a short walk brought us to the river Wandle, on 
which celebrated trout stream Mr. Marston has some private fishing. A clear 
and quiet brook, some 20ft. across, flowing gently seawards between grassy 
banks o’ershadowed here and there with willows or tall poplars such as we see 
in English water-colours. The river somewhat resembled in its characteristics 
that of Smithtown, Long Island; it was from 1 to 2ft. deep, the surface as 
smooth as a sheet of glass save here and there where the boil of a feeding trout 
started circling waves. On such water the old style of chuck-and-chance way of 
fishing with three flies would have been useless, and so the new method has 
taken shape. 

The leader is three yards long and made of gut infinitely finer and longer than 
any I have seen in America. One very small fly, a wonderful imitation of a 
natural Dun, is put on the end of the leader, and the fisherman begins to swish 
his line to and fro above the water, walking slowly up-stream to where he sees 
a trout feeding. Then he makes his cast, up-stream, graduating his distance so 
that by holding the rod perfectly still the lure shall float over the nose of the 
feeding fish. The angler watches his fly, and, when the fish makes for it, is 
ready to strike.:-The-evening I was on: the water there were very few Duns 
floating down, and I was not accustomed to follow my fly in its course. We 
did take, however, some handsome trout (Salmo fario), one of 31b. and another 
of 2lb. ; but as everything under 12in. goes back again to the water, we had no 
trout for supper, but enjoyed in place thereof some sole which hospitable Mr. 
McRae served us instead. This dry-fly fishing is very pretty and fascinating. 
There is quite a lot of it ; you can and do fish it on perfectly still water, and once 
our anglers have tried it they will regard it as a real improvement on the old 
style. 

Mr. Marston and I also exchanged tips on heaving the lead, he casting from 
the reel, Nottingham style. In this method the guides and reel are on the under 
side of the rod, which is slung very much as we do, but with two hands. Hither 
the right hand is held above the reel and the left encircles the spool so that the 
run can be checked with the touch of the tip of the third finger, or else the left 
hand is above the reel andthe right below it, the run being controlled by a touch 
of the forefinger. Mr. Marston is the happy owner of 30 dols. worth of an 
American multiplier ; some time ago he exhibited the same to a congregation of 
anglers, and essayed to display its merits when fixed under the rod. Since then 
it has been a cherished plaything for the baby, who enjoyed seeing the wheels go 
round. I rigged up the minnow casting-rod and reel that I won in the tourna- 
ment, borrowed a couple of latch keys to serve as a sinker, and let fly. In three 
seconds those keys were roosting 20ft. from the ground in a tree about 110ft. 
away. I wish you-could have seen Mr. Marston’s face when he saw the way 
that we folks cast. Irather think the baby won’t have so much fun with that 
reel in the hereafter, for Mr. Marston picked the knack of it up very quickly, 
and intends to doa little quiet practising before he gets up another tournament. 
New York. GRAYDON JOHNSTON. 








THE GHURNEY TESTIMONIAL, 


SEVERAL amounts have reached me, also offers of assistance on 
committee, &c.; and Mr. Howse has handed me amounts received 
by him. ‘He also informs me that he has received similar kind 
offers. List will be published shortly. Will those gentlemen who 
have not already sent in their names as willing to act on the com- 
mittee kindly do so as soon as convenient ?—to the Hon. Sec., Mr. 
H. Howse, 4, Comberton-road, Upper Clapton, or to me, 

R. B. MarsToN, Hon, Treasurer, Kd, FISHING GAZETTE. 








“Tym WILL AND THE WAY.”—A& universally predicted by the public press, J. F, 
Smith’s stories, “ Minnigrey ” and “ Woman and Her Master,” have proveda brilliant 
success, and the proprietors of the London Journal are wise in continuing the same 
policy, They now announce “The Will and the Way ” from the same graphic pen. 
The opening chapters appeared in No, 198, published Wednesday, September 28th, 
the novel being illustrated by the pencil of Sir John Gilbert, R.A, 
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AUTUMN SALMON ANGLING. 
THe UGIE, ABERDEENSHIRE. 
COLONEL FERGUSON OF PITFOUR’S FISHERY (Continued). 


ALTHOUGH the smallest of the main streams of Aberdeenshire 
designated by the name of river, the Ugie, singularly enough, is the 
resort of sea-trout of considerably larger average size than are any- 
where else to be met with in the county. How this should be is 
an unsolved problem. In an ordinary year the summer or principal 
“run” of these fine fish commences about the 20th of June, and 
continues without a break for the space of a couple of months, or 
thereby, provided there is all the time a sufficient volume of water 
in the river. Pretty much about the same season the finnocks or 
whitling ascend. The grilse, too, are then thoroughly bent on 
leaving the sea; but the nets, alas! are right in their way. 

The tide at extreme high water during spring tides flows up the Ugie as far 
as Ballmoor Bridge, Inverugie, a distance of one mile and three furlongs. The 
tidal stretch and the two miles of river above the bridge afford the best sea- 
trout and finnock-fishing. These lengths, however, are only best during the 
time of the summer ‘‘run,” and for a while in spring—April especially—but at 
that season for finnock-fishing merely. At high tide fish are seldom caught in the 
length between the bridge and the sea. The most successful way of fishing this 
water is to work down behind the receding, and up in front of the advancing, 
tide. When the finnock-fishing in spring is in full swing those of the ticket- 
holders resident in the district who are fond of this kind of sport seldom miss 
a very tempting day. Then, again, when the sea-trout angling is at its best, the 
“locals” are out in full muster, and not a few of them—who, by the way, are 
great hands at worming—remain at the riverside almost the whole night. After 
it is dark there are frequently great ploys. When a jolly angler hooks an eight 
or nine-pounder sea-trout he immediately bawls out at the top of his voice, and 
in a twinkling round him gather all the other jolly anglers near at hand, and with 
triumphant shout, again and again repeated, waken all the echoes, bats, and owls 
of the ruins of the erstwhile formidable strongholds of Inverugie and 
Ravenscraig. 





THE Sinver Scorr. 


A gentleman who is thoroughly conversant with the Ugie, having fished it 
constantly for over a dozen years, has very obligingly forwarded the following 
interesting particulars :— 


‘‘ Finnocks, averaging between 3lb. and 1b. weight, enter the river in shoals 
in April, and ona highly favourable breezy day a good angler may basket 30 
to 40 if he fishes from morning till night. ‘The average take per rod is from 8 
to 10. During this month the members of the Peterhead Angling Club have 
one or two competitions, and if the weather is favourable and the river in ply, 
the champion usually has a very heavy basket. About the turn of the day 
(middle of June) the sea-trout and finnocks of the summer migration first begin 
to enter the river, and should there be a constantly sufficient flow of water they 
hold on coming in for the space of fully two months, during the whole of which 
time the angling is best in the tidal waters and the Park Stream, Meadow Pot, 
Cruive Pot and Cruive Pot Stream, and other casts a little way above Ballmoor 
Bridge. When the river is low and clear, those fish that manage to dodge the 
nets hover in the tideway during the daytime, and under cover of the darkness 
creep away up at night on their way to the non-tidal water, which (in summer) 
it is their strong inclination to reach—unless, in consequence of great drought 
and heat, it is very low, impure, and abnormally warmed up. Over six miles 
from the sea there is scarcely any angling for sea-trout or finnocks until after 
the middle of September ; but onward from that time till the close of the rod 
season the lower waters of South and North Ugies—five or six miles of each— 
are then better than the Ugie itself. This is in consequence of the salmon 
gatering the river and taking possession of the summer haunts of the smaller 

sh. 

‘Salmon commence to run in August, but unless spates occur early they 
are not in any number till near the end of September. During the greater part 
of October their holds are chiefly in the main river. Most of the grilse push 
inland more quickly, following hard on the sea-trout and finnocks. Of those 
that succeed in entering the river in Julyand August—they are not many—a few 
are caught by anglers in the lowermost of the non-tidal sections. 

“There are some parts of the Ugie very sluggish, and there the fish are often 
very dour. Fly, however, is mostused ; but when the river is swollen consider- 
ably, although still fishable, worm is more fatal than anything else. It is used 
by lots of anglers, and when they are asked, ‘What are you using?’ they in- 
variably answer ‘ The Silver Doctor !’ 

_ ‘ During the whole time I have been on the Ugie I have fished it quite up to 
the average success of the other rods. My best takes have been :—Month of 
April, on lower reaches of Ugie, 38 finnocks, averaging close on 2lb. ; month of 
July, on pools and streams above Ballmoor Bridge, 1 grilse 441b., and 5 sea-trout 
24, 3, 4, 8, and 91b.; August, on same water, 4 sea-trout 3, 6, 8, and 11]b., and 
3 finnocks 1, 1}, and 141b.; month of October, on salmon pools of Ugie, 3 
salmon 12, 17, 22lb.; same month on same water, 2 salmon 8 and 91b., 1 grilse 
5lb., 2 sea-trout 4 and 7lb. ; month of October on (over all) the water of South 
Ugie between Balus Bridge and Haughs of Rora, 2 salmon 7 and 91b., 5 sea- 
trout 3, 3}, 33, 4, and 543lb., and 3 finnocks. Several times I have had takes 
approaching the foregoing in weight and beating them in number, but the 
run of sport is very, very much poorer. The angling is uncertain—water all right 
one time, all wrong another time ; fish abundant some years, very scarce other 
years ; sport excellent during the proper season one year, wretchedly poor 
another year. I have seen killed two Ugie fish remarkable for their size—the 
one a sea-trout of 16lb., the other a salmon of 33lb. The former was got by a 





Peterheadian fishing in the evening with worm, the latter by Professor Niven, 
Aberdeen, fishing with fly.” 


The salmon flies most useful for Ugie fishing are Jock Scott, Butcher, Killer, 
Brown Bumble, Silver Doctor, Thunder and Lightning, Ravenscraig or 
“ Cameron’s Stand-by,” and several sombre-looking local specimens. The largest 
sizes are dressed on No. 2 and 3, and the smallest on No. 6 and 7 wires—Wm. 
Bartleet and Sons’ Scale. 

In fishing for sea-trout and finnocks the local experts are partial to flies fat in 
the body and well picked-out. If one uses small flies in June, July, and August, 
larger ones in September, and still larger ones in October, good sport will be 
got—not only good, but very good sport, provided fish are plentiful and the 
water is in thorough trim. ‘he following patterns dressed small, medium, or 
large—so as to suit the season and state of the river—are general favourites : 
Hare lug, Bumble, Green Mantle, Hecham Pecham, Black Palmer, Red 
Palmer, Duns, Teal and Red; Teal wing, yellow and tinselled body and 
topping tail; and Mallard wing, silver body with black hackle down 
it and topping tail. In the summer time Midge flies answer best when the 
river is very low and clear. Dandies and Creepers are a great medicine in the 
tidal and non-tidal stretches during the spring months. For salmon and large 
sea-trout the best of the purely local flies is undoubtedly the Ravensecraig, which 
is described thus :— 

RAVENSCRAIG. 


Tag: Gold twist and green floss. 

Tail: A topping and fibres of tippet. 

Body : Brown mohair or seal’s fur. 

Ribbed : Gold tinsel. 

Hackle : Brown. 

Wing : Bustard, mallard and brown mohair with broad strips of teal above ; 
topping over all. 

Sides : White tip. 

Head : Brown wool. 

Night-fishing with worm frequently pays well in summer. 

A good many otters frequent the river at the time fish are most numerous, 
and the harm they do the fishery is very great. For one thing, they greatly 
injure the fly-fishing by driving the fish out of the streams into the sluggish 





THe KILLER. 


deep pools. When the otter is about the fish do not rise well ; indeed, even in 
fishing with worm, it is little use trying a catch until several hours after he 
has left. Every year a great many gravid fish are destroyed, as when the 
river is low and they are working on the redds the otter finds them quite 
an easy prey. 

‘There are several dams on the Ugie, but none of them materially obstruct 
the passage of fish. The by-law with regard to hecks is not strictly observed, 
and the water from the mills during the weekly close time is allowed to pass 
into the river through the by-wash sluice instead of being sent over the dam.” 
The consequence is that running fish, ascending the river on their way to the 
spawning grounds, force their way up to the mill wheel, and the moment the 
water is turned off they are left spluttering about, only to be nicked in a twink- 
ling by parties on the look-out for sport ! 

Parties fishing the Ugie (lower section) can obtain good hotel accommodation 
in Peterhead—rail to Peterhead ; Ugie (upper section) and lower stretches of 
North and South Ugies—Hotel in Longside, rail thence ; upper salmon and sea- 
trout sections of North and South Ugies (best time after middle of October)— 
Hotel in Mintlaw village—rail to Mintlaw. Garden, 1224, Union-street, and 
Brown, 36, George-street, fishing-tackle makers, Aberdeen, will supply informa- 
tion regarding the flies, fishing, accommodation, &c., if requested. 








A VERY SIMPLE LEAD OR SINKER FOR SPINNING 
, TRACE. 


MR. WOOD, of Bellwood, Ripon, one of our most successful pike 
anglers, has invented a most simple and useful lead for the spinning 
trace. Out of a piece of sheet-lead about 1-12th of an inch thick 
he cuts small oval pieces of various sizes. For example, 1}in. long 
by lin. wide; he doubles this lengthways, hammers it Hat, and 
cuts it through the centre, This gives two sinkers this shape— 


ae 


The pointed ends should be uppermost on the trace, of course. 
To put the lead on the trace, you simply open the folded sides 
with a knife, slip the trace in till it lies along the inside of the 
fold, and then nip the lead together again—like putting a saddle 
onahorse. Mr. B. R. Bambridge, of Windsor Bridge, Eton, makes 
this new “saddle” lead in four sizes, and sells them, painted dark 
green, at 1s. 6d. per dozen. 








New Booxs.—* Woman and Her Master,” J. F, Smith’s world-renowned romance, 
will be published by Messrs. Bradley and Co., 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, E.C., 
early in November as a twc-shilling volume, handsomely bound in picture boards, 
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SALMON GUT TRACE, 


PIKE PATERNOSTER, BAITED. 


PIKEING PRECEPTS. 
By A. G, JARDINE. 


“ The wary Pike midst wrack and rushes hid, 
The scourge and terror of the scaly brood.” 
—AUSONIUS. 


CHILL October being near at hand, pike-anglers will be getting 
their rods and tackle in order, ready and anxious to visit the reedy 
stretches and rush-grown back-waters where Hsocidw have mostly 
taken up their quarters since spawning time, recovering strength 
and condition to please the eye and send a thrill of excitement 
through the heart of many a “ pikeist.” 

The approaching frosty nights will make pike hungry, and induce them to 
vacate the rotting weeds in search of prey. Dace, roach, and gudgeon will 
have their numbers thinned ; and after the first autumn floods, when the 
maiers subside, then anglers should be alert, and ready to start on the ‘‘ war- 
pa ae 

Considering the meagre sport of the past three months, owing to small water 
and the large quantity of weeds, with sharp frosts at night and brimful streams 
to wash away the decaying weeds, excellent catches should be made by those 
who know the likely places to visit ; and in order that I may give the “ straight 
tip” to those who do not, I impart some of the wrinkles gathered through a 
moderately long career (40 years or so) of pike-angling. 

_ For the next month or six weeks the best fish will be found among or along- 
side reeds growing in moderate depths of water, where there is a gentle current 
flowing ; between and under the ends of weed beds, a little distance removed 
from the banks ; also in slack water at the edges of streams and quiet eddies, 
near water-lilies, concealing themselves in subaqueous growths ready to dart 
out on any small, incautious fish swimming near. 

All such places should be perseveringly and carefully “ fished” with pater- 
noster, not missing a yard of likely water, but dropping the bait—a small live 
dace for choice—very quietly into the centre of openings between the weeds, 
letting the bait remain a minute or so to work about and attract any pike which 
may be lurking near. Should one be in the neighbourhood, the bait is almost 
certain to be taken, which the angler will immediately detect—if the pike moves 
away—by line being taken from off the reel, or hishand. Perhaps the bait will 
be merely arrested, and gently shaken, in which event quickly pay out two or 
three yards of line. Wait a few seconds to allow the pike to turn the bait head- 
first into his mouth, gather up the slack line, give a firm draw rather than a 
strike, and drive the hook well home ; then play and land your fish, and try 
again for another. 

In strong growths of weeds it wastes much time to use “ spinning ” or “ snap- 
tackle”; the triangles of either are continually fouling weeds, to the annoyance 
of the angler, spoiling his baits and temper, and possibly causing him to use 
language neither piscatorial nor parliamentary ; therefore, unless the water is 
clear from obstructions, adopt paternostering for the next month or so, as it 
will be found the most successful method, and, to my way of thinking, is a 
much prettier style of fishing, and more sportsmanlike than “live gorge Or 
“snap-angling.” Driven by the stress of November floods, pike then seek 
quieter quarters, such as openings to rush-grown back-waters, or wide deep 
ditches. For the same reason, in similar localities congregate roach and dace ; 
and as instinct teaches Esow lucius to keep near his larder, these are the best 
and likeliest places to fish during the winter months. 

Some readers may wish to know the best kind of tackle to use when 
paternostering. A good and lucid description was given in the FISHING GAZETTE 
of Sept. 10th. Mine, however, are a little different, and are made thus: To 
4 or 5ft. of stout salmon gut tie 16in. of thin trout gut, and to the end of the 
latter loop a }oz. or 30z. pear-shaped lead plummet ; the thin gut is added for 
the reason that, should the plummet get hitched up to any obstruction, the 
weaker gut breaks and the plummet only is lost. Just above the junction of 
the two tie a loop in the salmon gut ; on 10in. of No. 1 copper or stained gimp, 
bind strongly but neatly (varnish the binding) a square-bend hook, 
Nos. 10, 11, or 12, according to the sizes of baits used ; bind and varnish a loop 
at other end of gimp, by which attach it to that in the salmon gut. The 
paternoster is now completed. 

Pass the hook through both lips of the bait, the lower lip first. Baits live 
longer and work better than when hooked through the top lip only, for in the 
latter case the head is jerked when a cast is made, and the bait stunned, thus 
losing much of its vitality in consequence of the shock or strain to the vertebrie 
at its junction with the skull; but when hooked through both, the bottom lip 
takes what jerk there is ; the bait, being uninjured, works nicely, and pike can 
seldom withstand the attractions of a lively dace temptingly presented to them 
on gut paternoster tackle, 


Sometimes pike seize the baits across the middle, carrying them about, and 
not turning them head-first into their mouths. They seem to do this out of 
mere devilry—a desire to kill, and not from hunger. 

When fishing last year with Mr. R. Marston, we found the pike in this tan- 
talising mood, and could see them in the clear water take our baits crossways, 
and swim about, shaking them asa dog does a rat, but not attempting to swallow 
them, so that, the lip-hook being outside the pike's jaws, every time we struck 
we lost a bait, until we rigged up “snap” paternosters, placing the triangle in 
the dace’s dorsal fin, and after that we hardly ever missed hooking our fish, 
finishing the day with excellent sport. 

When fishing from a punt, a 10ft. rod is long enough ; but from the banks of 
rivers or lakes, one of 13ft., built of tough cane, not too heavy or stiff, will be 
found the handiest. The rings should be large—at least 3in. diameter, and all 
of the same size, so that any kinks or tangles occurring, all can pass through the 
rings easily, without chance of losing a fish by a check or break happening to 
the line. 

For “ paternoster fishing,” a check reel large enough to hold 80 yards of line 
is required ; but such an endless variety of reels is kept by the tackle shops that 
should a difficulty arise in making a selection, my experience teaches me that 
those which have thimble-shaped handles attached to the revolving side-plates 
are among the best, because there is less chance of the line catching round them, 
than in the old-fashioned “winch-handle” reels. But after many long and 
careful trials, [consider D. Slater’s patent combination reels, and those made to my 
own pattern by Carter and Peek, by far the best pike-reels procurable ; each of 
them hold 100 or 120yds. of No. 3 plaited silk line, which, if made of pure silk, 
is strong enough to hold any freshwater fish. It is a good plan to have the line 
waterproofed, and it should be carefully dried after each time it is used ; by 
attending to this, the line, if of right material, will last through many seasons. 
The gut ‘ pater-trace ” is to be looped or tied to the line. Mem.—Have no swivels 
in your traces—they are elements of weakness, and of no advantage. 

Where pike are small use a landing-net ; but when rivers are almost level 
with their banks a net may be dispensed with, fish drawn to the side, and landed 
by gripping them across the head or in the eyes. When fishing for large pikea 
gaff is the handiest to carry, and none are 80 good as the “ bayonet-pointed ” 
gaffs invented by Dr. Brunton. 

(To be continued.) 
a 
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THE ANNAN FISHING QUESTION. 


Tye Annan fishing question may briefly be summed up as follows. Mr. Mac- 
kenzie, of Newbie, and Mr. Beattie, the tacksman of the Newbie salmon fishings, 
claim to have the exclusive right of salmon-fishing in the river Annan between 
the march of Bryde Kirk and Annan water foot, and to have had the exclusive 
exercise from time immemorial. On the other hand, it is contended that the 
burgh of Annan had a right of salmon-fishing in the river within the burghal 
boundaries conferred on it by Royal charter, and that this right has been exer- 
cised in the upper portion for 250 years by a vassal of the burgh, and in the 
lower portion within the last 40 years by individual burgesses. Were a docu- 
ment similar to the feu-charter of Cleughhead forthcoming, relative to the 
lower portion of the river, the dispute would be at an end. The Cleughhead 
charter sets forth that it was granted on the 29th March, 1616, by the Town 
Council of Annan, to Wm. Irvine, son of Jeffrey Irvine, of Robgill, and the 
description of property which it conveys is as follows: “All and haill, the 
lands and fishing within the bounds underwritten, beginning at the foot of 
Botcherbeck, running in the water of Annan, going up to the Hollinbog, and 
from thence to the dykes and old out-gelts of Dunbartoun, and from thence 
going to the King’s highway to Corsehill, and from thence to the cleach upon 
the north part of tke weir of Cleughheads, running in the said water of Annan, 
comprehending the lands of Birbank, Williamwood, with the salmon fishings in 
the said water of Annan, commonly called the Sandpool.” Provost Kerr, sup- 
ported by the bailees and town councillors, presided over a numerously-attended 
meeting last week ; but while some of those present boggled at the expense 
which would be incurred in fighting the case, it was unanimously decided to 
support the action of the Town Council. 


Hee eeeeenemnmnninianennnnannatiiannnail 
SS ————— 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Diseases of the Bowels —A remedy, which has been 
tested and proved in a thousand different ways, capable of eradicating poisonous taints from ulcers 
and healing them up, merits a trial of its capacity for extracting the internal corruptions from the 
bowels, On rubbing Holloway’s Ointment repeatedly on the abdomen, a rash appears, and as it 
thickens the alvine irritability subsides. Acting asa derivative, this Ointment draws to the surface, 
releases the tender intestines from all acrid matters, and prevents inflammation, dysentery, and piles, 
for which blistering was the old-fashioned, though successful treatment, now from its painfulness 
fallen into disuse, the discovery of this Ointment having proclaimed a remedy possessing equally 
derivative, yet perfectly painless, powers, 
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NOTES. 


In another column will be found a report of the recent case of poaching by a 
magistrate at Bridgend. When a gentleman—and, above all, one appointed to 
administer the law—takes it into his head to turn poacher, he ought to be 
punished as severely as the law permits. He cannot plead poverty and a starving 
family, as is too often the case with poor devils who get caught snatching a fish. 
It is difficult to imagine what can have caused a magistrate to fix a gaff on the 
butt of his rod and then kill a salmon with it—and that, too, on a river where 
no gaff is allowed even to land a fairly-caught fish. 5 
at t as 
London anglers and waterside hotel and innkeepers should glance at the adver-. 
tisement, ‘‘ To London Anglers,” which is inserted in our columns this week by 
Mr. J. Ralph, proprietor of the Ram Inn, Brandon, Suffolk. It is only a small 
advertisement, but in a very few words it tells you exactly what you want to 
know—viz., nature of the fishing, that it is free, what station to start from in 
London, time of trains, length of journey, that boats, baits, &c.; can be had on 
reasonable terms, &c. Now, we call this a sensible advertisement, and one likely 
to induce anglers to pay Mr. Ralph a visit, which they will not regret doing. 
* a a od 


J» an interesting article entitled “Strange Medicines,” by Miss Cumming, 
which recently appeared in the Nineteenth Century, it is stated that whooping- 
cough is cured—or, rather, is supposed to be cured—in the neighbourhood of 
Stamfordham, Northumberland, in the following curious manner : The head of 
a live trout is put into the patient’s mouth, and the breath (!) of the trout, 
aided by a considerable stretch of imagination, cures the cough. 

ae ae ae at & 


At the Sanitary Congress recently held at Bolton, under the presidency of 
Lord Basing, Major Lamrock Flower, the engineer of the Lea Conservancy 
Board, who is so deservedly popular among anglers, read a paper on the “ Foul- 
ing of Streams.” In the course of his paper, Major Flower made some very 
practical suggestions on the subject. The whole country, in his opinion, should 
be mapped out in watershed areas, and each area should be placed in charge of 
an experienced man with a good Board to back him up and legalise his acts. 
He further advised that all special clauses or exemptions doing away with the 
permissive character of legislation should be abolished, and that the fouling of 
streams should be made a penal offence. We wish all engineers of Conservancy 
Boards were as right-minded on the subject of river pollution as Major Flower, 
whose services, we feel sure, are thoroughly appreciated by the Lea anglers. 

% % 2 * * 

Talking of Boards of Conservators reminds us that just before the close of 
the Sessions Mr. Baumann puta question in the House as to whether the Board 
of Thames Conservancy could not be represented in Parliament. In reply, 
Baron Henry de Worms said that “it would no doubt at times be of some 
advantage that the Buard of Conservators should be represented in the House ”; 
but, at the same time, such an arrangement was “practically impossible.” It 
would be an unfortunate thing indeed if the Thames Conservancy, as at present 
constituted, should have its power increased by being represented in Parliament. 
The Conservators of the Thames are in no sense of the word a popular body. 
In the first place, they, to say the least of it, lack the cordial admiration of 
rowing men and anglers; and in the second place, the thousands of pleasure- 
seekers who visit the Thames are not. represented by’ the Board. As a matter 
of fact, the riparian owners have it all their own way with the Conservators, 
and the people who contribute the largest amount of money to the funds of the 
Conservators have no voice in the spending of those funds—a violation of the 
generally recognised rule as to representation and taxation. 


ae ae 


One great mistake is in having one Board to look after the whole river. What 
isrequired is a Navigation Board for the Lower Thames and a Navigation Board 
for the Upper Thames, while a separate Board of Fishery Conservators, formed 
of men who thoroughly understand the subject, is most urgently needed for the 
whole river. It is most scandalous that the whole work of protecting the 
fisheries in the upper reaches of the Thames should fall upon the shoulders of 
half-a-dozen enthusiastic anglers who have to give their services gratuitously, 
and hardly get thanked for their trouble. 

as 3S ae ie By 

When Parliament empowered the present Conservators to make by-laws 
relating to the Thames fisheries, it was most certainly intended that. the Con- 
servators should carry out any regulations they might make. As a matter of 
fact, the Conservators have not put a single paid river-keeper on the river. The 
lock-keepers can, of course, if they choose, look after the fishing a little ; but 
they don’t choose, for they know that if they made themselves at all unpleasant 
they would lose a good many tips—and, of course, in the daytime they can’t 
leave their locks, and at night-time they won’t. 

% oF s = & 

There are many queer fish in London. Perhaps the most interesting at the 
present moment is a five-foot blue shark which Mr. Rowland Ward is “ setting 
up” in Piccadilly. Our worthy contemporary, the Zimes, thought the circum- 
stance of sufficient interest to give a place in its contents bill to the startling 
words, ‘‘A Shark in Piccadilly ’"—as if sharks and rooks were not common 
enough there; and an evening paper actually devoted a leader to the subject. 
Truly, the silly season has commenced with a yengeance—or, to speak more 
correctly, with a shark. Mr. Rowland Ward, in a letter to the T%mes on the 
beast, hinted at the awful things which might have happened to bathers if this 
particular Squalus glaucus had not been captured. After all, our blue friend 
is not much larger than one of Mr. Jardine’s pike.. He was captured on a line 
by a gentleman. who was fishing off the north coast of Cornwall. 
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Only a month ago a much finer Squalus glauwcus was captured about six miles 
off the Dodman, a headland. on the south Cornish coast, by Mr. W..H. Gallier, 
of St. John’s Institute, London. This shark was two feet longer than Mr. 
Rowland Ward’s. It took a pilchard bait and broke the line, but took a second 
bait almost immediately afterwards, and was duly hauled into the boat. Only 
two minutes before the shark was seen a friend of Mr. Gallier went overboard 
es swim. No doubt he acted as a kind of ground-bait and attracted the 
shark, 

2 S 3 Es * 

Sharks and large dog-fish are as great a nuisance to anglers in salt water as 
are pike to roach fishermen. Next toa charge of dynamite, nothing makes sea- 
fish “ cut it” so quickly. If a shark of any size is observed, it is not the least 
_ use trying to catch him on any ordinary hand-line, the snooding of which would 
not be nearly strong enough. If suitable lines are not at hand, three hand- 
lines should be plaited together for a few yards, and six pieces of snooding 
~=ri.e., three strands of two snoodings each—similarly treated, The largest 
hooks dis necessary. If the hooks are small the only chance. is to put on a 
number, Eyen with this tackle the odds are on the shark, The proper tackle 


for shark is, we need hardly say, a light piece of chain and a swivel hook. 
Sharks, more often than not, bite through almost anything else. 
% & & ES S 


Mr. H. Brookwell, of Leyton, who has caught so many big Lea trout, 
writes :—‘‘ While fishing on the 26th ult. at Dobb’s Weir, Hoddesdon, I had 
the good fortune to land a handsome trout, weighing 6lb., 20in. in length, 
and 123in. in girth.” 
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We beg to acknowledge the receipt from Mr. G. M. Webb of a guinea for 
the widow of the Tiverton Association’s bailiff, who was murdered while in 
the fexecution of his duty, and whose murderers are still at large. Also a 
guinea for the Ghurney Testimonial Fund. 





POACHING BY A MAGISTRATE IN THE OGMORE 
FISHERY DISTRICT. 


Mr. FRANCIS R. CRAWSHAY, a justice of the peace, residing at 
Westfield, Bridgend, was charged at the Police-court in that town 
on Saturday last (before Mr. R: W. Llewellyn, Colonel Warlow, 
and Mr. F. Coleridge Boles) with spearing salmon in the Ewenny 
River. The court was crowded, and considerable interest was 
manifested in the proceedings. Mr. Crawshay did not answer the 
summons personally, but was represented by Mr. W. Richard 
Randall. 

David Evans, water-bailiff, said that on the 14th of July he was near 'Tymaen, 
Ogmore. He saw Mr. Crawshay take a spear out of his pocket and screw it into 
the thick end of his fishing rod. It was a three-pronged spear, and was barbed. 
Defendant speared a sewin, which he put in his basket. Witness, who was only 
four or five yards from him, told him he was doing what was wrong, and then 
went away, allowing defendant to retain possession of the spear. Mrs. Crawshay 
was present at the time. Mr. Stubbs, gamekeeper, saw what took place, and 
was present to give evidence. 

By the Bench : The water was low in the river at the time. There was only 
about a foot and a half of water where the fish was speared. Witness saw the 
fish actually on the spear as defendant took it out of the water. It was nota 
day when fish could be caught with a fly ; it was too bright. The spear was 
still on the rod when witness spoke to defendant. 

Colonel Warlow : That is the only occasion you have seen Mr. Crawshay do 
such a thing ? 

Witness (hesitatingly, and with his hat before his face) : Yes, but—— 

Mr. Randall objected to the question, as Mr. Crawshay was only charged with 
spearing on one particular day. 

Colonel Warlow did not press the question. 

Mr. Randall said he might save time if he stated at once that he was 
authorised to admit the offence on behalf of Mr. Crawshay, who regretted it 
extremely. The amount of publicity which had been already given to the case 
was a considerable punishment, and he (Mr. Randall) could not do more than 
trust to the leniency of the Bench. i 

The Bench fined defendant the full penalty—<£5 and costs. 
“ Not half enough, sir!” and laughter.) 


(A voice in court : 





CAN IT BE TrRuE?—A rumour had got into the newspapers to the effect that 
Government intended next Session to introduea Bill for the purpose of a State-aided 
scheme of emigration for few or many of the crofters and cottiers of the Highlands 
and islands of Scotland. Where men—hard-working, loyal farmers—are tempted, or 
virtually forced, to leave their native land, chiefly that millionaires by the mere 
power of dollars or of “sovs.” might demand a wider range for sport, it is a sign of 
decadence in the National spirit. Already, and for some years in England, hundreds 
of thousands of hardy men have from compulsion left the healthy agricultural and 
kindred employment only to add to the City and town population. Herein lay 
another sign of decadence—men, and women too, divorced from their ordinary 
employment because of the unjust competition to which the great staple industry 
has been subjected. Parliament has just passed the Allotments Bill,in the hope that 
English labouring men might be attracted to small occupations near towns and in 
country parishes. The cottiers might be here and there congested ; but that is all 
the greater reason for land being found for them in other places in Scotland, A 
grave responsibility rests on all the lairds and non-resident landlords who directly, 
or through their factors, limit bit by bit the crop-growing and hillside grazings of 
the crofters and cottiers at the behests of wealthy shooting tenants. The pet lamb 
incident is not yet forgotten. Thousands of Highlanders read the FISHING 
GAZETTE, and some of the more intelligent, whose parents or other relatives might 
be affected, could ventilate the question in its pages. We hear that some of our 
English regiments are manned by soldiers of inferior physique through so many 
countrymen haying deteriorated while in contact with urban masses and urban life ; 
and others—much of the flower and manhood of the “shires”—haye gone to distant 
lands. And where, if the sons of the Highlanders and Islanders of Scotland are 
tempted by money to leave their homes and go to the Colonies or elsewhere, shall we 
get, on an emergency, the men fit for our Army at all comparable to Caledonia’s 
sons? The Highlanders are always in the van when duty calls. It would, then, be 
a National disgrace to incite the departure of the possessors of the thews and sinews 
from the North in order that men—foreigners, in some instances—gorged with 
wealth, in the piling-up of which they have had little or nothing to do, might lust for 
yet more and more of a beautiful region for sport’s sake, and where on the fringe of 
moor and forest crofters and cottiers are content to labour and be let alone. Hvery 
thoughtful man must feel that when a Bismarck and a Moltke shall no longer 
virtually guide the destinies of the German Empire, that Europe, with guns already 
loaded and shotted, will break out into war—one nation for revenge, another for 
lust of conquest and territory, but Britain and her allies to strike for freedom and 
civilisation, and to keep off the daring invader—it is then, when the death-struggle 
shall come, that we shall require the help of all our best, and bravest, and brawest 
soldiers, and our Army to be “fed” from the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and 
the best from other parts. But obviously, if any number are virtually ousted 
from their homes and small holdings where can we look for the like ? TSG 


Shall dollars drive the hillside men from home, 
That grouse and deer might have a wider roam ? 
More selfish lairds accept the Saxon’s gold ; 
The game most kill to market sent and sold ! 
—“ScoTLAND YET,” 


His CHorce.—Magistrate ; It’s 40s. or thirty days, Uncle Rastus. . You can take 
your choice. Uncle Rastus (after some contemplation) ; Well, ‘yo’ kin gimme de 
money, sah.— Harper's Weekly. 

NOTHING so completely upsets a man as to tread upon a small reel of cotton at the 
top of the stairs. 

THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round ths neck in “ casting.” Made in their erhaabae ta tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instyuctions for Self-measurgmen4 
send to THOMAS AND SONS, Sporting and Milivary Tailors, 49. South Molion-atrest, W. Digs 
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CAPTURE OF A BIG SALMON IN THE ESK. 


Mr. JAMES FAIRBAIRN, of Woodslee Cottage, Canonbie, Dumfries- 
shire, whose successful run with a big fish was briefly alluded to in 
your columns last week, writes me as follows :— 


“Dear Str,—I have received your note alluding to my capture of the big 
salmon, and asking for some particulars of the run I had with him. I will try 
what I can do for you, and give you a plain account of my angling experience 
on the morning of Monday, the 19th inst. 

“J went out before breakfast, and had not fished very long in the Willow Pool 
before I hooked a large fish. I played the fish for an hour, up and down the 
‘Willow’ twice, and lost him at last—simply because I had no one 


to gaff him for me. I feel sure that he would be 30lb. at least. 
This was a bad beginning, and, no doubt, I was sad enough ; 
but, as ‘it is no use crying over spilt milk, I proceeded to 


the Cauldron to try my luck there. I soon hooked another fish—the fish ; and 
now began as fine a bit of sport as ever was seen. Unlike big fish usually, he 
was game and active to the last, fighting every inch for his life in the gallantest 
manner possible. His first attempt was to make a desperate rush across the 
river asif he meant running against the opposite bank; that failing him, he tried 
other tactics. He went dashing up and down the pool, and then came his last 
despairing effort. He seemed to steady himself for a little while, and then off 
he went at full speed right up the strongest and most rugged part of the current 
at the top of the Cauldron. This was the only part of the run about which I 
felt any anxiety, for I feared that no tackle could withstand the weight of the 
fish and the strength of the stream together. JI had to run, I can 
tell you, to keep square with him, and while the tackle stood the test he soon 
tired ; indeed, he was beaten, and all that now remained was to bring this 
exciting run toaclose. Iran him a little, but the fight was out of him ; the 
last rush up stream had settled the matter, and now leading him to the bank, 
“as gently as if I loved him,” as old Izaak says, ;he was gaffed as handsomely as 
possible by a gentleman who would perhaps not like to have his name mentioned. 
And what a fish! His length was, from his nose to the extremity of tail, 52in. ; 
girth, a little before the back fin, 24in. ; and the length of his head only 6}in.—a 
very small head for so large a fish ; weight, 421b. He was a male fish, new from the 
sea, in prime condition, a perfect model of what a fish should be, and this is the 
opinion of all who had the opportunity of seeing him. 

“With regard to the weight of the fish, I had him first weighed at Scotch Dyke 
Station. He was said then to be 411b., evidently a mistake, for when weighed 
at Carlisle, eight hours after death, he was found to be rather better than 
413lb. He would have lost at least a pound by drying and shrinkage in the 
interval, so that I think it may fairly be said that his weight was 42lb. good 
when taken out of the water. Thanks to his activity and gameness, it took 
about 40 minutes to kill him. 

“ Honour to whom honour is due. I had nearly omitted to mention that the fly 
which took the fish was by William Graham, of Rowanburn, than whom there 
is no better dresser of a salmon fly. Perhaps you may be able to make a para- 
graph of the foregoing, which may be of some interest to the angling world.— 
Yours truly, JAMES FAIRBAIRN.” 


William Graham is the great “huik busser” alluded to by “Globe Trotter ” 
in last week’s ‘Scotch Notes” ; at least, [know of no other man in the district 
worthy of the distinguishing appellation. He is only a collier laddie, but I 
daresay he is the best fly-dresser on the Border, and that’s saying a good deal. 
Mr. Fairbairn hints at hushing up his letter, and making a par. of it. I should 
be.sorry indeed to tamper with such a fair and square account of how a 42lb. 
salmon was caught before the Scotch breakfast hour. Ma conscience! not for 


GILNOCKIE. 


P.S.—Well, “Tt never rains but it pours.” Mr. Fairbairn’s big catch has made 
me nearly forget to record the terrible battle which took place on Friday last 
between Mr. J. H. Park, of March Bank, and a huge fish in the Cauldron Pool. 
Fishing with a small grilse fly, Mr. Park hooked an enormous new-run salmon, 
but found the fish utterly unmanageable, as it could not be induced to run, but 
by its mere dead weight held its own, and swam slowly about. Mr. Park is a 
most expert angler and in full practice, but his most subtle artifices were lost 
on the sulky brute, who flopped about the pool, occasionally champing its jaws 
and worrying at the line until, after a fight of seventy minutes’ duration, it 
succeeded in gnawing the gutin two. ‘This is the biggest fish seen in the Esk 
this season. Its weight, of course, is as yet a matter of conjecture ; but if he 
does not flit from the Cauldron on his own “hook,” some of the ‘ boys” will 
make him weigh-in in very quick sticks, I reckon. It may not be out of place 
to mention here that the Cauldron is one of the finest bits of water in the Esk. 
It was the favourite pitch of that prince of anglers, Professor Wilson, who used 
to wade into the deep pool up to the “ breek ban’ heids,” and frequently up to 
the oxters. The Professor always made the “ Cross Keys” his headquarters, 
and sipped his toddy o’ nights with the genial landlord, Fergy Armstrong. 
Those must have been “ Nichts at the Key,” indeed. The grand old Professor 
was very partial to the Eskdale district, and in reviewing a work on athletics in 
Blackwood, just 64 years ago, delivers himself as follows: ‘‘In the bright galaxy 
of this period also shone James Scott, of Canonbie, of whom we wish we had 
heard more, and of whose achievements we hope to pick up a chronicle from 
our friend, Fergy Armstrong, publican at that spot, next spring, when we take 
our annual sweeping of the Esk.”—G,. 





FISH POACHING. 


FisH poaching is practised none the less for the high preservation and stricter 
watching which is so characteristic of the times. In outlying country towns, 
with salmon and trout streams in the vicinity, it is carried on to an almost 
incredible extent. There are many men who live by it, and women, to whom 
it constitutes a thriving trade. These know neither times or seasons, and, like 
the otter and the kingfisher, poach the whole year round. They provide 
the chief business of the county police-court, and the great source 
of profit to the local fish and game dealer, The wary poacher 
never starts for his fishing grounds without having first his customer, 
and it is ‘surprising with what lax code of morals the provincial 
public will deal when the silent night worker is one to the bargain. Of course, 
the public always gets cheap and fresh fish—so fresh, indeed, that the life has 
not yet gone out of it. It is a perfectly easy matter to poach fish, and the diffi- 
culty lies in conveying them into the towns aud villages, The poacher never 
knows but that he may meet some county constable along the unfrequented 
country roads, and consequently never carries his game with him. his he 
secretes in stacks and ricks and disused farm buildings until such times as they 
may be safely sent for. Country carriers, early morning milk carts, and women 
are all employed in getting the fish into town, In this the women are most 


successful, 
in a sack, with faggots and rotten sticks protruding from the mouth ; or, again, 
with a large basket innocently covered with crisp green cresses, which effectually 
hide the bright, silvery fish beneath. 





Sometimes they may be seen labouring under a heavy load carried 


The methods of the fish-poacher are many ; the chances of success, too, are 
greatly in his favour, for he works silently and always in the night. He walks 
abroad much during the day, and makes mental notes of men and fish ; he knows 
the beats of the watchers, and has the waterside, as it were, by heart. He can 
work as well in the dark as in the light, and this is essential to his silent trade. 
During summer, and when the water becomes low, the fish congregate in deep 
“ dubs” ; this they do for protection, andif overhung with trees there is always 
here abundance of food. If a poacher intends to net a “ dub,” he carefully 
examines every inch of its bottom beforehand. If it has been thorned, he care- 
fully removes these—small thorn bushes with stones attached, and thrown in 
by the watchers to entangle the poachers’ nets, and so allow the fish to escape. 
At night the poacher comes, unrolls his long net on the pebbles, and then com- 
mences operations at the bottom of the river reach. The net is dragged by aman 
at each side, a third wading after it to lift it over the stakes, and so preventing 
the fish from escaping. When the end of the pool is reached the trout are 
simply drawn out upon the pebbles. This is repeated through the night until 
half a dozen pools are netted, and, maybe, depopulated of their fish. Netting 
of this description, always supposing that the poachers are allowed their own 
time, is terribly destructive. It requires to be done slowly, however, and if 
alarmed they can do nothing but abandon their net andrun. ‘This is necessarily 
large, and when thoroughly wet is a most cumbersome thing, and exceedingly 
heavy. The capturing of a net stops the depredations of the poachers for a 
while, and these being large take long to knit. For narrower streams pretty 
much the same method as that indicated above are used, only the net is 
smaller, and to it are attached two poles. The method of working this is pre- 
cisely similar to that of the last. 


A species of poaching which the older hands rarely go in for is that of poison- 
ing. Chloride of lime is the agent most in use, as it does not injure the edible 
parts. This is thrown into the river where fish are known to be, and its deadly 
influence is soon seen. The fish become poisoned and weakened, and soon float 
belly uppermost. This at once renders them conspicuous, and as they are on 
the surface of the stream they are simply lifted out of the water with a landing- 
net. This is a most wholesale and cowardly method, as it not only kills the 
larger fish, but destroys great quantities of immature ones, which are wholly 
unfit for food. Trout which come by their death in this way have the usually 
pink part of a dull white, with the eyes and gill-covers of the same colour, and 
covered with a thin white film. This substance, too, is much used in mills on 
the banks of trout streams, and probably more fish are destroyed by this kind of 
pollution in a month than the most inveterate poacher will kill in a year. 


Through summer fish are in season, but the really serious poaching is prac- 
ticed during close time. When spawning, the senses of both salmon and trout 
seem to become dulled, and they are not at all difficult to approach in the 
water. The fish seek the highest reaches to spawn, and stay for a considerable 
time on pebble beds. The salmon offer fair marks, and the poacher obtains 
these by spearing. A pronged instrument is driven into the fleshy shoulders of 
the fish, and it is hauled out on to the bank, In this way sometimes more fish 
are obtained in a single night than can be carried away, and when the gang is 
chased by the watchers the fish have generally to be left behind, as they are 
difficult things to carry. The flesh of spawning fish is loose and watery, 
and is most insipid and tasteless. It is, however, sold to the poorest class of 
people at a few pence per pound. In one outlying village during last 
close season poached salmon was so common that the cottagers fed their poultry 
upon it through the whole winter. Itis said that several fish were taken, each 
over 20lb. in weight. Another way of securing salmon and trout from the 
spawning “redds” is by means of “click-hooks.” These are simply large 
salmon-hooks bound together shaft to shaft, and attached to a long cord. <A bit 
of lead balances them and adds weight. These are used in deep rivers, where 
spearing by wading is impracticable. When a fish is seen, the hooks are simply 
thrown beyond it, and then gently dragged until they come immediately 
beneath. <A sharp “click” usually sends them into the soft under-parts of the 
fish, which is then drawn out. That natural poacher, the pike, is frequently 
got rid of from trout streams in this fashion. Of course, poaching with click- 
hooks requires to be done in the light, or by the aid of an 
artificial one. Lights attract salmon and trout as they attract birds, and tar 
brands are frequently used by poachers. Shooting is sometimes resorted to ; 
but for this class of poaching the habits and beats of the water-bailiffs require 
to be accurately known. The method has the advantage of being quick, and a 
gun in skilful hands, and at a short distance, may be used without injuring the 
fleshy parts of the body. That deadly bait, salmon roe, is now rarely used, the 
method of preparing it having evidently died out with the old-fashioned 
poachers, who used it with such deadly effect, 


The capture of either poachers or their nets is often difficult to accomplish. The 
former wind their sinuous way, snake-like, through the wet meadows in approach- 
ing the rivers, and their nets are rarely kept at home. ‘These they secrete about 
farm-buildings, in dry ditches, or among the bushes in close proximity to their 
poaching ground. Werethey kept at home, the obtaining of asearch warrant by the 
police or local angling associations would always render their custody a critical 
one. They are sometimes kept in the poachers’ houses, though only for a short 
period, when about to be used. At this time the police have found them secreted 
in the chimney, between the bed and the mattress, or even wound about the 
portly persons of the poachers’ wives. The women are not always simply aiders 
and abettors, but in poaching sometimes play a more important rél/e. They have 
frequently been taken red-handed by the watchers. The vocation of these latter 
isa hard one. They work at night, and require to be most on the alert during 
rough and wet weather—in the winter, when the fish are spawning. Sometimes 
they must remain still for hours in freezing clothes ; and even in summer they 
not infrequently lie all night in dank and wet herbage. They see the night side 
of nature, and many of them are fairly good naturalists. If a lap- 
wing gets up and screams in the darkness they know how to interpret 
the sound, as alsoa hare rushing wildly past. It must be confessed, however, 
that, as a rule, the fish-poacher is cleverer and of readier wit than the river- 
watcher. 

One of the great difficulties in contending with the evil of poaching is that 
clubs and proprietors of fisheries appear to think that, because they have 
appoiuted a man as keeper, their two or three miles of water are safe. The keeper 
gets, perhaps, a pound a week ; he has to look after fish-breeding and rearing, he 
has to look after the water in the daytime, to keep his eye on doubtful members, 
to show the fry and yearlings to visitors, &c., and he is supposed to be on guard 
at night ; but it is impossible for the most honest of keepers to work all day and 
all night, and, unless he is assisted by those silent keepers, stakes, and other 
devices for preventing poaching, the fish will be stolen so long as there js q 
market for them, ; 
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THE NEW “ACME” LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 

















Authorities. 
Withoot above aah SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST, 
havany eet eocie di Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0), This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” : 
R, B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“fT have used the Improvep ‘AcmE’ Lins last season and this, The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”’—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr, Chotmondcley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” § and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d,and 1s, 6d, per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c,, without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named, 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FISHING GAZETTE 
September, 1836, 











4 has had first- i a i “ 1 = 4 ” 
Position of Hooks ag Outline when viewed My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making. 
seen from Wing from b th, when on . . * 
Puints. “water Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s, per dozen, Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trade Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 Bae arp ete behets largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
’ stamps. 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d, 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E,C. 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 
SBLL the FINEST "[' Fi A the World Produces 
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East LonDoNn Russer C2 
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Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE, 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: Sa 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.O.; 35, STRAND (near Charing SHOE 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE 
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SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 


GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C., LONDON. 
i ) B YS 8 L) | 
goin KAM | 8, SHOREDITCH, E. 
Xt £ 5 al iF is ry Slightly Soiled Coats can frequently be had at low prices, 
BY 
“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


FRANCIS FRANCIS. BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, <r 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE i = 
free by sending stamps to UP WHILE CaSTING. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 


8 AMP SON LOW, M ARSTON, SE ARLE, & RIVINGTON, IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 


None genuine unless stamped “W. B.”’ on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


ST, DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


hin. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


FARLOW’S 
“Safety? Cast Box. 
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Made with a flanged rim to prevent the Casts 
being damaged in closing the lid, 
In two sizes :—44in. wide, fin. deep; or Sin, wide, 














lin, deep. 
New ! 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 





40 + Putney. 
45 * ay aphierna 
50 ss armes, 

Add 55 i Kew. 
75 % Richmond, 
80 Af Twickenham, 
85 ; Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times of HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning,; Afternoon, 
Saturday, October 1 ese tes 1.32 oes was 1.50 
Sunday, ¥ 2 fee eae 2.5 ‘as a 2.20 
Monday, ; 3 eee aa 2.35 atte eee 2.49 
Tuesday, 3 4 Ass soe 3.3 ae see 3.18 
Wednesday, 3 5 ene Ber 3.33 te Rae 3.49 
Thursday, ry 6 bo “pu 4.4 cae Ace 4,20 
Friday, rp 7 Act ee bS £34 AK Sad 4,50 


Qs River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

It is only a necessary and much desired change in the weather that will give an 
improved character to the accounts of sport in the fishery of the Thames—it has 
been the same story over and over again repeated for a considerable number of 
weeks—now and then something exceptional relieving the monotony of reports, as 
for instance, some extraordinary takes of roach and dace in the tidal waters ; and 
prior to the end of the trout-fishing season, occasional takes of those fish, and prin- 
cipally when angling for barbel. Still, the fishermen have been fairly well em- 
ployed in every portion of the river below Staines, and at the present time the 
river-keepers have plenty to do to prevent the river at this particular season from 
being poached. It is not the Thames alone that has suffered from the weather, but 
the reports from Grantham in Lincolnshire states the members of the angling asso- 
ciation there have done badly through the foul and low state of the water. It is 
reported some private water in that neighbourhood, where there was no difficulty to 
get permission to fish, has been so much abused by the anglers the privilege is 
likely to be withdrawn, The water contains some splendid fish, and pike of 201b., 
30]b., and 401b. each are reported to exist in it. In this, as in all cases of the kind, 
the majority will have to suffer for the misdeeds of the few. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

Ricumonp.—Job Brain, in two days, 301b. of roach and dace. C. Brown, in three 
days, 35lb, and three barbel. Henry Howard, in one day, 151b, ; and H, Mansell, in 
three days, 351b. 

TWICKENHAM.—Samuel Cole, in four days, 80lb. of roach and dace. George 
Coxen, in four days, 641b. R. Coxen in four days, 641b. and one barbel. J. Dobbin, 
in five and a half days, 1251b. and three barbel. E. Finch, in four days, 401b, and 
two barbel. J. Frost, in one day, 14lb, Charles Hennessey, in one and a half days, 
ten dozen, Pert Hammerton, in seven days, 140]b.; R. Moffatt, in five days, 
thirty-eight dozen and one barbel. J. Spong, in six days, fifty-four dozen and three 
barbel. H. Spiers (Mr. Miles’s fisherman of the Queen’s Head), in six days, 1501b. 
J. Harper, fishing for the same employer, during the week, 115lb. F. Wiggins, in 
three days, twenty-seven dozen, two barbel, and one bream, 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in five days, 501b. of roach and dace. Charles 
Baldwin, in three days, twenty-four dozen, W. McBride, in three days, forty good 
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bream and four dozen of roach and dace. Mr. R. 8, Lucas, a chub of 44lb. The 
water in the tideway is described as very low indeed. { 

KINGSTON.—John Johnson, sen., writes :—‘ John Johnson, jun., has been out 
almost every day, and made a total of twenty dozen of roach, ten dozen of gudgeon, 
two jack, anda couple of barbel. J. Wilkes, in two days, twenty-two dozen of fine 
gudgeon. I have had two days, and taken seven dozen of roach, and three dozen of 
fine gudgeon. There have been three or four bream got from the banks, and an eel 
near 3lb.; but the nights get cold, and the fish do not come in, so that the night- 
fishers are scarce. A private boat got a few nice roach, about three dozen ; and 
another a barbel. I should think the jack would feed if fished for fine enough, the 
water is so clear it would require fine tackle.” Mr. Dickinson has had a take of four 
dozen roach and dace, and four dozen of gudgeon, all very fine ones. Mr, Boulton, 
in one day, with two gentlemen, twelve dozen of gudgeon. 

Lone Dirron.—H. Buttery, in two days, nine jack, the largest 7lb., and four 
barbel, the largest 6lb., one chub, and a few perch. 

THAMES DiTron.—R. Whatford, in two days, nine dozen of fine gudgeon, and four 
dozen of roach and dace. 

Hampron Court.—J. Whale during the week, has taken eleven barbel, the 
largest 41b. 

Sunpury.—Mr. Morgan, with Herbert, in two days, five dozen of roach, and 
three dozen of gudgeon. H, Clarke, in one day, nine dozen of roach and dace. 

WALTON.—A. Lavey, in one day, with Dr. Jeffreys, 20lb. of roach and dace, three 
good bream, and one good barbel ; another day, seven bream and some roach and 
dace; another day, with Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, fishing a match against Mr. Tudgey 
with John Hone, the former won with sixteen bream, two good roach, and two 
large dace ; another day, eighteen bream, and two and a half dozen of roach and 
dace. Mr. Rowland and friend, one day, with George Hone, a lot of good bream, 
anda barbel of 641b. H. Searle, in one half-day, four and a half dozen of roach and 
dace ; another half-day, five dozen, and one bream ; and another day, in two and a 
half hours, three dozen of roach and dace. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, in one day, five dozen of gudgeon, and four dozen of 
roach and dace. 

WEYBRIDGE.—H. Curr, one day, with Mr. Peters, three jack, and a perch of lb. 
and another day, four dozen of roach and dace, and two barbel. Mr. Burrows has 
taken a barbel of 7lb., and put it back again. A member of the Golden Carp 
Angling Society caught a trout of 141b., which he returned to the river. 

GHERTSEY,—J. Hackett, in one day, twelve dozen of roach and dace. 

STAINES.—John Keene, jun., in seven days, forty dozen of roach and dace, five 
barbel, and three chub. E. Keene, jun., in four days, twenty-two dozen of roach and 
dace, and three chub. George Osman, during the week, four barbel, two jack, and 
twelve dozen of roach and dace. 


UPPER THAMES. 


My advice to those about to fish in the Thames is simply—don’t. I have myself 
lately had a turn or two at old Father Thames, and have returned from the inter- 
view a wiser and fishless man, and if “ Marlow Buzz » cannot nobble the beasties, 
he flatters himself not any other flat or sole can. The reports from some half-dozen 
stations are uninteresting in the extreme, and I therefore refrain from inflicting 
details of gudgeon work on the readers of the GAZETTE. Jack business should now 
be gone for, as the weeds are rotting fast. Wind S.W.—MARLOW BUZZ. 


Thames (Caversham). 

Out Saturday. Four dozen perch, most of them being small, with Paternoster, 
On the 25th ult. some good perch, eight weighing 1b. each. Tuesday, out with Mr. 
Rose, of Reading, and Mr. Bastick, of Maidenhead, took eight barbel and one good 
chub, weighing 441b,—the largest barbel weighed 71b,—the weight of all takes being 
36lb.—W. Moss. 








Thames (Goring). 
Water still very bright. Have been out every day since last report. Perch have 
been taking very well, but they are ivery small—about a dozen takeable out of 
four dozen, Largest jack 3lb,—JoHN Rusu, Sept. 29, 


Thames (Reading). 

During the past fortnight we have been having some very good sport, more espe- 
cially with roach, perch, and now and again with afew infantile barbel, which 
have been duly returned, Pike are on the move, and if this cool weather continues 
we may expect some good luck with them. Several fine trout have been seen in 
the bright clear water which has been coming down for some days past. Nine roach 
yesterday, averaging Ilb. 2oz. each, Sharp frost this morning ; ice the thickness of 
a sixpence,—FRANK GOSDEN, 


Thames (Windsor). 


Angling here is almost at a standstill, owing to the extreme brightness of the 
water, and beyond chub and gudgeon fishing there is very little chance of sport. 
The mortality amongst perch still continues, and I hear from Staines and Chertsey 
men that it is very bad in their district. I caught a 15oz. perch yesterday, which 
was just beginning to show on each side that fungus growth which we see on fish kept 
too long in the wells of punts ; otherwise the fish was in perfect condition, and with 
a heavy roe.—B, R. BAMBRIDGE, Sept. 29th, 


Ancholme (Caistor). 

Fishing has greatly improved during the past week ; bream have again been well 
on the feed. Mr. Broadbent, amongst other fish, had two of 341b, each on Thursday. 
Some fine takes of good roach have been made about Brandy Wharf and the upper 
parts of the river. Pike have also begun to run, and several have been taken.— 
THOMAS ForD, Sept. 28. 

Chichester. 


Early morning frosts, and the autumn-tinted foliage remind us that summer has 
well nigh gone, as with elastic tread we shoulder our baskets and pike tackle, and 
tramp or train it to the pike and perch haunts in the district. One of the most 
lovely spots in this locality is the Rother, at Selham. Latest advices state the water 
is low and bright, but with a few days’ heavy downpour, good sport may be 
anticipated. Pike and perch are numerous, and the fine dace and roach taken in 
this river are unsurpassed in Sussex, Rain seems chary in coming, although during 
the past week we have had a few hours’ downpour. As I write, the weather is 
bright and summer-like, and with the wind north-east there is no sign of a change at 
present. The canal at Chichester is low, but right in colour. The basin within a 
hundred yards of the station is well patronised, as during the autumn months the 
larger pike make their home in the deeper water. The weeds have been cut ; but 
are floating, rendering spinning out of the question. Live gorge is most general ; 
but the number of fish hooked and lost has made Esox Lucius shy and piking unpro- 
ductive, At theend of last week a brace were landed averaging 5lb. each. The large 
fish mentioned in my last has up to the present evaded its would-be captors. Some 
good roach have been taken from the Adur, near Steyning, and in the upper reaches 
of the Ouse chub are also giving good sport. Bass do not seem so plentiful on the 
coast. A good south-west wind would greatly benefit harbour and coast-fishing. 
In reply to a letter from Mr. Jamieson, one of the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
I can recommend the Globe or Wheatsheaf Hotel, and shall be pleased personally to 
give him or any other angler a day who wishes to fish either the Canal, Chichester, 
or Rother, Selham.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Derwent (Ambergate). 

The wind changed to S,W. on Sunday, which made an improvement in sport on 
the Derwent during the week, Grayling have risen freely, and takes have averaged 
about six brace per rod among the best hands on the Cromford and Whatstandwell 
lengths. The river is getting low ; but rain has fallen heavily to-day (Thursday), 
and there are prospects of a rise, which will further improve matters, The best flies 


200 THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Oot. 1, 1887. 





have been the Whirling Blue Dun, Honey Bumble, Quill Gnat, and Grey Palmer. 
Bottom-fishers, using maggots for bait, have succeeded in taking fair quantities of 
grayling and a few trout by swimming with float in mid-stream night and mornings, 
The frosty nights have sharpened up the appetites of the former and caused them 
to feed more on the bottom, except in mid-day. There is every appearance of much 
rain at time of writing —AMBER Don, Sept. 29. , 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

The streams of Derbyshire have been low and clear to an unusual degree for the 
season of the year this last week or ten days. At the moment of writing (Thursday 
evening) rain is falling steadily. We want a heavy and long-continued downpour 
to put things in trim, though the grayling have been giving good sport. Takes have 
averaged from four to six and seven brace on some of the lower lengths on the Dove, 


The Meal fly and Little Pale Blue Dun are “on” plentifully. Copies of these have 


been found most useful, as have also the Silver Dun and the nondescript alluded to 
by our Editor last week—viz., a grey, double-hooked fly with hooks obscured.— 
Foster Bros., Ashbourne. 
Eden (Carlisle). Ge 

Angling is pretty well at a standstill. The herlings have given over rising either 
by day or night, and salmon are scarce—at least, below Armathwaite, No doubt the 
bulk of the early autumn fish which entered the river in the floods of a fortnight 
ago have pushed up to the higher spawning-beds, as they always do, The next good 
spate may be expected to stock the lower pools. There is seldom much done with 
the rod before October. On Saturday next the superintendence of the watching of 
the district passes from the hands of the Chief Constable of the county to the 
watching committee of five members of the Eden Conservancy Board, who, I hear, 
are quite prepared to carry on the work with energy and efficiency—SILVER 


GREY, 
Esk (Whitby). 

The river has again run down very low, and angling is almost at a discount, 
Several of the local “fishists ” have been up theriver day by day, but sport has been 
poor. There are yet a great number of salmon and trout wanting to get over the 
dam. Had ‘there been better facilities for the fish, nearly the whole of the fish 
would have been able to reach the upper waters during the last flood. As a general 
rule, anglers are disappointed with the results of this season’s fishing, and it is 
quite likely that it will be regarded as the worst on record.—J, J, J. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—There have been no large catches to report this week. A few boating 
parties have been on the marks, and returned with 10lb. or 12lb. of whiting pout and 
codling. The fishermen are expecting some good sport with congers, which fish are 
mostly caught by night. Fishermen say they take the bait more readily by night 
than day. Fishing from the pier with rod and line, very fair strings of whiting 
pout and pollock have been taken by amateurs, A gentleman fishing from Shallow 

ath hooked a fine bass and some small fish. Weather fine, wind H.—E. Comer, 


Idle (Notts). 

There has not been much done with trout during the week on this stream, for 
already they have shown signs of going out of condition, and to-morrow sees the end 
. of their season, A few brace have recently been killed in the water above Gamston, 
and at Drayton a couple or three brace fell to a Retford medico, who found worm 
most killing. Grayling, on the other hand, are getting into capital condition, and 
they are feeding freely on well-scoured worms, and had it not been for the annoy- 
ance of some recently-cut weeds, a good few would have been landed. Roach and 
dace continue to be caught, both on the river and in the canal, the latter of which, 
during the last few days, has had several visitors from a distance. A party from 
Sheffield did well last week at Hayton. Trolling for pike is pretty general below 
Retford, but no great success has been attained among them. Plenty of eels have 
been taken of late with nets, but very few with rod and line.—L., Sept, 29. 

Lake District. 

Thursday night. Owing to recent rains, the rivers and lakes are now in nice con- 
dition, and angling is general. Sea-fish still continue to run in great quantities, 
and now that the season is advancing, these are weekly increasing in size, As trout 
and char fishing closes to-morrow, anglers will now devote themselves to sea-fish, 
and there has rarely been prospects of better sport. Some good baskets have already 
been had at the Waiste. Of salmon, morts, and spuds the following takes. have been 
had :—Mr. H. Beadle, 7, 10, and 7; Mr. J. Whitehead, 4, 3,6, and 5; Mr. O. Bleaze, 
5; Mr. G. Fisher, 7; Mr. Bannerman, 6; Mr, Carver, 7; Mr. Garnett, 7. Trout- 
fishing has also been very general, and the takes have been good for so late in the 
season. Owing to the coldness of the nights and mornings, fishing days are con- 
siderably shortened. In the Kent, Mr. W. Head had six good trout ; Mr. W. White- 
man, 12; Mr. Minskill, 9; Mr. G. Potter, 10; Mr. H. Mann, 13, 15, and 9; Mr. F. 
Head, 15 ; and Mr. R. Park, 17, 19, and 12 (the last two baskets in the Mint), Mr. 
F. Head has also had 9 trout in Killington, and 14 in Hutton Beck. ‘The char-fish- 
ing in Windermere has remained good to the last, and the past season has almost 
been a phenomenal one—both for weight and quality of fish HPHeMER”, 

Lea (Tottenham). 

Seyeral small jack have been taken this week by Messrs, Bensley, J. A. Bennett, 
and Dodd, but none of any size worth recording. Some good roach were taken on 
Wednesday by Messrs. Gill and Williams, the first-named getting two fish, which 
weighed together 1$lb, Anglers fishing the navigable river have been getting fair 
sport with both roach and dace, baiting with small red worm, Fly-fishers continue 
to meet with success,—HACKLES RED. 

Leicester, 

We haye not had at alla pleasant time forangling lately. ‘The weather has been 
cold and cheerless in the extreme, and this, together with the sharp frosts at night, 
has not tended to increase the number of visitors to the river side. At the preserves 
near Leicester, the attendance has been very poor. The best fishing was obtained at 
Ayleston. Most of the anglers at these waters had some fine lots of pike and chub. 
Messrs. W. Hobb, J. Jarvis, and Voss being among the most successful. Matters 
have been very quiet at the various fishing resorts, a distance from the town, and, 
as far as can be gleaned, Messrs, T. Smith and Bonner, two popular anglers of 
Leicester, have been the most fortunate in their journeys abroad, having a good day 
among the pike, four and a half brace falling to the two rods. The weather on 
Thursday night remained very cold, and during the day large quantities of rain fell, 
Waters rather low.— ALERT. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 


Saturday last was a club-day, so far as many of the Derby anglers were concerned, 
there being two or three important contests on the tapis, and judging from the 
weighing-in, none of the catches were heavy. The recent heavy rains has proved 
beneficial to angling prospects, as the water is now well tinged, In the Willington 
water sport has:been fairly good, and several baskets ranging from 7lb. and up- 
wards have been made. The canal at Breaston was visited on Saturday last by 
members of the Old English Gentleman Angling Club, who visited the place to pull 
off their second match of the season, After two hours’ fishing the following were 
declared the principal winners :—N. Ironmonger, J. Hutton, F, Tunnicliffe, F, Kirk- 
land, W. Tunnicliffe, G. Johnson, W. Jerram, and W. Eyre.—G, R. B. 


Medway (Tonbridge): 

We are glad to be able to report that with the colder weather fish are biting 
considerably better. A few good pike have been taken, while Mr. Hilton, fish- 
ing about Powder Mill Lock with gentles, has had some exceptional sport, 
taking a brace of roach, one over a pound and the other 1lb. 130z.—YE MEDWAY 
WATER RAt, 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The water is in fair condition through the recent rains, and the weather more 
favourable than it has been for some ‘time, and anglers have been successful with 
the roach, I hear of some good sport during the week with both roach and jack, 


The latter have been feeding very fairly,"and the weather, at the time of writing, is 
showery, which is improving the water for jack, and it is anticipated that jack will 
feed well very shortly. Several have been seen feeding in many parts of the water ; 
prospects very good.—H. Rout. 

Reservoir (Elstree). 

Tam pleased to say there has been better sport since last report. Onthe 25th ult., 
one tench, weighing 31b., and some splendid roach were landed from the bank ; Mr. 
Burell and friend six jack, weighing 20lb.; and Mr, Boxwell, jack, 94lb. On the 
26th, Mr. Kentish and brothers, four jack, the largest fish weighing 641b.; Mr, 
Barham, a member of the Mitre Brothers, 211b, of jack, On the 27th Mr. Mavour, 
roach ; and another gentleman a good show of roach from the punts. On the 28th 
Mr, Johnson, perch, heaviest weighing 2lb., with worms,—G, CHESHER, 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The list of captures this week is not quite so lengthy as that of last ; but, never- 
theless, lovers of the gentle art have not been idle; and some of them are making 
the best of their opportunities before the trout season comes to an end (which will 
be before this report is in type) and the cold weather sets in. I have seen 
several anglers busy at work with the fly on the English Bridge ford with their 
waders on ; but beyond a few rough fish I have heard of nothing of importance being 
taken by them. On Saturday last Mr. Maddox, above-the railway bridge ford, 
with the Red Tag fly, took two good trout (the only ones I have heard of 
being captured), the one turning the scale at Ilb. 90z., the other just above 
1b. Mr, A. Williams, on Thursday, took ten good roach and trout from the brook at 
Sutton Bottom, fishing with paste, averaging from lb, to 3lb, Mr. Walker, on the 
same day, at Shrawardine, obtained about 8lb. of rough fish, and a similar bag on 
the following day at Montford Bridge. On Saturday, Mr, Fiast and Mr. Dutton, 
live-bait fishing in Beck’s field obtained three pike, each weighing about 21b.; the 
former gentleman taking two, and Mr. Dutton the other. I read in the FISHING 
GAZETTE of last week with much pleasure another letter from Mr, ‘Lacroix, con- 
cerning the netting of the river, and on behalf of several interested friends beg to 
that gentleman for the same, and, with Mr, Lacroix, hope that before another season 
sets in, the efforts of the members of the angling societies and other gentlemen con- 
cerned will be successful in completely exterminating the netting ; then, and not 
till then, shall we hear of any big doings.—Pisca Tor, Sept. 29. 


Teme (Worcestershire). 

On Thursday, the 22nd ult., the members of the Worcester City Angling Society 
had their annual outing at Lindridge. This excursion is always looked forward to 
with the greatest pleasure, as it affords to the members of the society not only a 
day’s angling on some of the best water of the famous river Teme, but also a drive 


of about thirty-three miles through some of the finest of Worcestershire scenery at’ 


a time when the hop-grounds present a very striking and picturesque appearance. 
The party started from headquarters, the Bull’s Head, at 7.30, and the route taken 
was through Martley, Shelsley, and Stamford Bridge to Lindridge, and back by way 
of Hundred House, Witley, and Holt. Shelsley isa very pretty little village, ten 
miles from Worcester, and here a halt was made for luncheon, which was laid out in 
a meadow by the road-side, and partaken of with great relish. It was rather amusing 
when one member, inquiring if the bread had not been forgotten, was, after a little 
delay, gratified by the sight of a huge peck-loaf, which was forthwith placed in an 
elevated position—viz., on the top of a gate-post, and I assure you it was quite sur- 
prising to see how rapidly the size of this loaf diminished, until, at the expiration of 
about five-and-twenty minutes, it looked, to use a vulgar expression, quite foolish. 
After this refreshment we pursued our journey, and arrived at Lindridge at 
10,45 a.m., and then to work with the rod from 11 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. The wind was 
up stream, the river very low and fine, so that there seemed little prospect of mect- 
ing with much success, and doubtless some much finer baskets would have been 
produced had not wading been prohibited. Many a fine grayling could be seen 
sporting himself at the tail of a ford, and rising from time to time, which must 
have found his way into the angler’s creel if wading, but which it was impos- 
sible to reach from the bank, About 2 p.m. some light refreshment was brought- 
along the riverside to those gentlemen who chose to partake of it, and a capital 
dinner was provided at the Nag’s Head at 6 p.m., and a pleasant hour spent there 
afterwards, when the retyrn journey was commenced, and the headquarters reached 
at 10.30 p.m., and the fish weighed, &c. Now, although the members had so many 
adverse circumstances to contend with, Iam pleased to say that some very pretty 
baskets were forthcoming, and some of them contained some handsome grayling in 
very good condition, The first prize—a splendid picture of a peg-down fishing 
match—given by one of Worcestershire’s best and most esteemed anglers, Mr. Martin 
Perks, was won by Mr, W, Allies; the second prize was taken by Mr, Fred Hopkins; 
the third by Mr. T. Prosser; and the fourth by Mr, Mapp. The distribution of 
these prizes brought to a close a most enjoyable day, and one which every member 
will look back upon with pleasure, while at the same time he will accord his most 
hearty thanks to our worthy secretary (Mr. W. Prosser) and the committee who so 
satisfactorily carried out all arrangements, and had not overlooked or forgotten a 
single thing which could in any way add to the enjoyment of the members or the 
success of the outing. The worm and gentle killed most fish. The flies that kill 
now are the Pale Blue, Sky Blue, Willow, and Red Ant.—J. A. GRIFFEN, 


Trent (Gainsborough). 

The river is just beginning to fine down after the recent heavy tides, and should 
be in good condition about the end of the week. Some fair catches of roach have 
been had with the maggot. One gentleman had eight fine ones on Monday, largest 
1lb. 20z.,and on Tuesday the same gentleman took seven. A member of the Neptune 
Angling Club had twenty-one—a splendid basket—with maggots and creed wheat. 
A large porpoise made its way up the river on Monday, and was shot just above the 
bridge ; it measured 10ft. 6in., and weighed 12cwt. To-day we have a change to 


westerly winds, which should bring the bream on the feed. The Sheffield Angling 


Association fished a match at Saxilby on Monday, when the largest number on 


record competed—namely, 632, The catches were small, 3)b, taking the first prize, 


—FRANK THORPE. 


Torridge (Torrington). 


River big and greatly coloured with the heavy rain that fell yesterday. Several ; 


gone fishing—some with the worm and others with the minnow. The river will be 
in order for fly-fishing next week, and this heavy water should bring up lots of 
salmon and peel.— PRACTICAL ANGLER, en 

Tyne. 

The weather has kept cold but fine since my last report, and the water is in good 
condition, I cannot hear of many salmon being killed in the Lower Tyne, although 
North Tyne anglers are having a good time. A nice yellow trout, weighing 1lb., 
was killed on a salmon fly on Tuesday night, At Newburn, a youth got a very large 
perch on Friday with marzgot. Dace, roach, and flounders are also taking freely. 


Out with a friend on Wedaesday afternoon, we took a couple of dozen roach and ~ 


dace with maggots, the size being very good, The trout-fishing closes to-day, and 
the season must be remembered as decidedly disappointing, although some good fish 
were taken when the flood came down three or four weeks since.—FARIO. 


Whitadder (Ellemford). 

The river has again become small. No heavy baskets of trout have been taken 
this week, owing to unsettled weather and lowness of water. The fish are now 
heavy with spawn, and the trout-fishing may be considered as ended for the season, 
This fishing season has been the worst for many years, not owing to the scarcity of 
trout, for the river is heavily stocked with them, but the long drought made fish- 
ing an arduous task—a task which none but enthusiasts would undertake, In addi- 
tion to the large trout, there is an enormous stock of small ones in the river, and, if 


no more trout were bred this autumn, there will be a large supply for next year, 


Never were such large shoals of minnows seen here, and it is to be hoped that when 


el 
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_ topic among anglers for several days, and all seem to wonder at Mr, F.’s success in 


_ Haigh, of Prior Bank, landed a salmon in the early part of the week, weight 10lb. 


_-enjoyed good sport, and made fair baskets of whiting and sea-trout, Whiting are 


. reaches, in the neighbourhood of the far-famed Penton Linns. 


, on the river, On the same date, the Hon, Luke White fished the river ; caught four- 
- teen nice trout, Both riverandlochefishing haye been very favourable for this season 
_ #f the year, es 


Oor. 1, 1887. 


the sea-trout come up they will not only worry up most of the minnows, but also 
most of the young trout. This will greatly improve the fishing for jnext season,— 
R. J, FENTUM, Ellem Cottage, Duns, Sept. 29tn. 


itham. 

Had it not been for the extra attraction afforded by the Sheffield Angling Asso- 
ciation of what they term a gala match, which drew together upwards of 600 con- 
testants at Saxilby, the waters of the Witham would have been well patronised by 
visiting anglers this week. As it was, there have been a fair number trying their 
hands at the various stations, with anything but a poor result. Pretty good work 
has been done with roach and perch, which have taken worm pretty freely, but no 
large individual fish or exceptional weights are spoken of; but the best baskets 
have been made between Bardney and Kirkstead, and about the locks at Stamp End. 
A good number of anglers are now after pike, which are said to be well on the move 
with the colder weather ; but as yet no heavy weights have been bagged. The best 
reported for last week was a ten-pounder by a Lincoln angler. On the Upper 
Witham, the final weed-cutting has been a source of annoyance, and not much has 
been done of late except among chub, where I hear some excellent sport has been 
shown. There are a few capital chub-holes about Bracebridge. Worms have proved 
the best lure, though some have fallen to maggots, Weather to-day cold and wet. 
—L,, Sept. 29. : 

Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 


We have had anglers out in force this week on these rivers, and some good baskets 
of fish have been killed, especially on the Matlock water. Mr, A. Clark and Mr, 
Hawksley killed three and four brace of grayling each on Thursday last. The former 
gentleman also killed 44 brace of grayling on Tuesday with the Blue Dun; and on 
Wednesday Mr. Hodson had a basket of seven brace of grayling and one brace of 
trout. Several other anglers have also had baskets of two and three brace per day. 
The Wye and upper lengths of the Derwent have yielded good sport. Killing flies 
are Silver, Blue, and Ash Duns, There is every prospect of rain to-night, which 
will be acceptable, as the rivers are still very low.—DoTTEREL, Sept, 29th. 


Yare (Norwich). 

The past fortnight has not been good for the followers of the gentle “Izaak” ; 
but still those who do not mind cold winds and damp trousers have been re- 
warded with some very fair catches. On_the Wensum between the New Mills 
and Hellsdon Mills, a few days ago, Mr. Yelf caught 18lb. weight of dace, and 
they numbered 50, which will show what a good sample he has taken, These 
were all caught during a Thursday afternoon, From the Bure a report reaches 
me that a gentleman caught 16 bream, weighing 70lb., which, considering the 
character usually given to the river, is remarkably good, though I have always 
said there must be some grandfathers somewhere on the stream. At Bucken- 
ham Ferry on Saturday last I saw eight pike caught, spinning with natural 
bait, the largest about 71b. Pike-fishing is all regulated by the condition of the 
water. If favourable, good sport may be had; but if not so, you may as well 
stop at home. From all I can hear, pike are well on now with natural bait, 
though, personally, I believe in leaving them till later on—Ropert MOLL. 


eS 


SCOTCH NOTES. 


ABERPELDY (Breadalbane Arms),—Mr. Hardie fished Loch-na-Craig yesterday, 
and in three hours caught thirty-two trout, weighing 8lb.—Sept. 28. 

AssyNnt Locus, LOCHINVER.—Salmon-fishing has been a comparative failure this 
year on the Kirkaig, and trout-fishing is now drawing to a close, consequently, fort- 
nightly reports seem the rule at this late date. Loch, river, and sea-fishing record 
since last report is as follows :—Sept. 10, Messrs. Spierling, Manse Loch, 36 brown 
trout, 1031b., and five sea-trout, 4lb, Loch Assynt, Mr. Mason, 27 trout, 91b. Sept. 
12, Loch ‘Tuire, Mr. Spurling, 43 trout, 101b. Croeach, Mr, Spurling, 31 trout, 731b. 
Sept. 13, Veyattie Stream, Messrs. Mann and Mackay, 30 trout, 20lb., two 
weighing 5jlb, Kirkaig, Mr. Almond, one salmon, 7lb. Crocach, Mr, Turner, 27 

-trout, 6lb. Fewn, Mr. Spurling, 40 trout, 13lb. Sept. 14, Mr. Spurling, sea- 
fishing, 220lb. Sept. 15th, Loch Beannoch, Mr. Ewebanks, 36 trout, 5lb. 
Kirkaig, Mr. Hamfray, one grilse, 3jlb. Manse Loch, Mr, Spurling, six sea-trout, 
53lb. 16th, Mr. Spurling, sea-fishing, 245lb. ; Mr. Turner, sea, 1501b. ; Mr. Hamfray, 
sea, 122lb. 17th, Kirkaig, Mr. Hamfray, one salmon, 121b. Veyattie, Messrs. Mann 
and Mackay, 58 trout, 24lb. 19th, Kirkaig, Mr. Clowes, one salmon, 6lb, Loch 
Assynt, Mr, Hast, 44 trout, 1141b. 20th, Kirkaig, Mr. Hamfray, one salmon, 24lb. 
21st, Kirkaig, Mr. Clowes, one salmon, 61b., and one sea-trout, 2lb. 20th, sea-fishing, 
Mr. Clowes, 1601b. 21st, sea, Mr. Hast, 3161b, 22nd, Crocach, Mr, Hast, 44 trout, 








°13lb. 23rd, sea-fishing, Mr. East, 5601b. Sea-fishing in yacht Sconaid, Messrs. 


Clowes, Stokes, Gass, and Spurling, 1,621lb. 24th, Loch Fewn, Messrs. Spurling, 15 
trout. Crocach, Mr. Stokes, 30 trout. 14th, Messrs. Robertson, Mackay, and Ross, 
sea-fishng, 45 cod-fish, 6901b.—A NORTHERN PISCATOR. 

DUMPRIESSHIRE.—AII our rivers are in first-class order, although in the Annan 
and Nith we cannot boast of the triumphs secured by the Hsk anglers ; yet there is 
no reason to grumble at the sport. In the Nith great catches of herling have been 
made, for the water is high and in such a condition that either the fly, minnow, or 
worm may be used. Mr. Grierson, Dumfries, landed a 191b, salmon the other day, 
near the canal, and caught his prize fairly, too, A good many salmon have been 
killed ; but I fear, so far as the “ caul-back fishers” are concerned, they have not 
all been “hookit by the mooth.” Night-angling with No. 6’s is the popular sport, 
and the most successful. In the Annan—both upper and lower reaches—fishers 
have had some rare fun, As soon as the sun goes down it is chilly and cold; but 
enthusiasm warms as well as sunshine, and a night’s fishing around Annan or Moffat 
can be enjoyed immensely, On the whole, it is impossible to go wrong in Dum- 
fries. There is plenty of fish, and plenty of water. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—During the past week the fishing in the Esk has not been 
quite so brisk as was the case some weeks previously ; the water is fast returning to 
its old level, and another good flood is wanted to clear out the river. Mr. Fairbairn’s 
42-pounder, taken from the Cauldron Pool on Monday week, has been the engrossing 


negotiating the Cauldron stream, which is the most rapid and rocky torrent in the 
Esk, Salmon are plentiful and of large size, and can be easily seen in the pools now 
the water is getting low. Some fair baskets of whiting and sea-trout continue to 
be had in the Langholm water. Lower down, in the Canonbie district, Mr. John 
Steele, of Rowanburn, landed a fine salmon of 201b, in the Hush Pool,..Mr. J. H. 


Several anglers staying at the Crosskeys—which is crowded with visitors—have 


now beginning to bite better in the evening ; at one fishing, Mr. William Arm- 
strong, of Rowanburn, had 28, and 2 sea-trout ; Mr. D, Edgar, 23 whiting ; Mr. R. 
Yates, Todhili Wood, Mr. Tom Graham, Rowanburn, and Mr. Geo, Goodfellow have 
had good baskets, Good sport is the rule in the Liddle, especially in the lower 
Floods are frequent 
at. this time of the year in the Border streams, therefore, with, the pools shining 
with salmon, and numerots floods in the near future, the spirits of the most glum 
and gloomy angling curmudgeon that ever threw a fly ought to rise, even if the fish 
don’t.—GLOBE TROTTER, 

Loc RANNOCH (Dunalastair Hotel),—The, following gentlemen from the 
Dunalastair Hotel, on the 27th ult,, fished the loch :—Mr, Irvine, Royston, Edin- 
burgh, had eight trout ; Dr. Gibson, Edinburgh, ten trout ; and Mr. Sclater, New- 
castle, seven trout,, On the 28th Mr, Irvine had five trout, one weighing 341b. ; Dr. 
Gibson, eleven trout ; Mr. Sclater, one dozen trout ; Mr. Barbour, M.P,, eight trout, 
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STENNESS, ORKNEY.—Some good baskets have again been made in this loch 
during the week, and there is every promise of a continuance for some weeks yet. 
On Monday, 19th Sept., Messrs. Duncan and Hill, 7 trout, 65lb., largest 2lb. “On 
Tuesday, 20th, ditto, 22 trout, 181b., 9 of these sea-trout, largest 211b, On Wednes- 
day, 21st, ditto, 15 trout, 91b., largest 171b. On Thursday, 22nd, ditto, 5 trout, 5lb., 
largest 2lb. ; and Mr. Lambert, 9 trout, 81b. On Friday, 23rd, ditto, 15 trout, 10$1b. ; 
and Mr. Carter, 8 trout, 74lb. On Saturday, 24th, Messrs, Duncan and Hill, 6 
trout, 5#1b. 

SHIN, &c., LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—Trout-fishing may be said to be over for 
another season when the higher hills are robed in snow. The sport this season must 
be acknowledged to be under the average of former years, and the very best lochs on 
several occasions were fished with very small success, The long continuance of dry 
weather is assigned as the cause. Salmon fishing on the River Shin has lately 
greatly improved. This may be owing to the amount of water since the last rains. 
On the 20th Sept., Mr. Coombe and party had a salmon of 201b. and another 1941b., 
and next day two fish of 171b. and 91b. On the 20th, Lady Fitzhardinge, Mrs. 
Jenkinson and Baron de Tuyll caught thirty-five “good-sized trout on Loch Doula, 
On the 20th, on Loch Craggie, ina few hours, Mr. H. McKay killed twelve trout, 
weighing 12}lb. On the 27th, the same gentleman caught a salmon of 101b. on 
Loch Shin, It isa rare thing for salmon to rise to the fly on this loch.—D. CAmp- 
BELL, Sept. 28, 



























































CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CuuB Report outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly meeting of the Renting and Preservation Committee will take place 
on Monday evening next, Oct. 3, at 7.30, and the General Committee at 9 o’clock.—R. 
GHURNEY, sec, 

EASTERN DIVISION VisiT1ne List, No, 2. 

The next return visit on the above list will take place at the City of London 
Angling Society ; notice of which will be sent to all clubs on the list.—F, THor- 
LING, sec. 

SouTHERN Division VISITING LIST. 

The next visit will be to Ye Olde Blacke Friars, Peabody Arms, Broadwall, 
Stamford-street, Blackfriars, S.E., on Monday, the 3rd of October. A lengthy and 
varied programme is announced.—JOHN SMITH, Visiting Officer. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 7s. from 

the donation-box of the Anchor and Hope Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The thirty-fourth annual dinner took place at the Five Horseshoes, Hoddesdon, 
Herts, on the 25th ult. A most substantial dinner was provided. Several of the 
members went to see a match at the Rye House water, returning in the evening to 
tea. Mr. F. Harding won the prize for the gross weight of fish during the month, 
and Mr, Robinson the prize for the heaviest jack. A prize will be presented by Mr. 
Newson for the heaviest weight of fish, and one by Mr. Haynes for the second 
heaviest weight during October.—J. WORLEDGE. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday, 23rd ult., Mr. James Smith presiding, Mr. 8. Bryan in the vice-chair, 
the minutes of previous week were read and duly confirmed. Beyond this, and the 
election of Mr. H. C. Bryant as an active member, little business was transacted. 
In some excellent harmony, Mr. W. Temlett presiding at the pianoforte, the follow- 
ing members and_friends kindly obliged : Messrs. F, W. Willis, W. Robbins, G. 
Salisbury, H. C. Bryant, 8S. Bryan, J. Smith (visitor), Gibbs (St. George’s), and 
Scrubie. Mr. S. E. Gold, the well-known tackle manufacturer, has presented the 
club with a prize for the next outing. The recent weighing-in has been of a very 
satisfactory character, as, although confined to few members, the total has been a 
heavy one. On the 25th, James Smith had 5lb, 7%0z. of roach, and W. Robbins 
roach and perch ; but the chief attraction was a splendid show of bream, H, Culling- 
ford, jun., bringing up seventeen fish from the broads, weighing 71lb. 15f0z., the 
three largest going 5lb. 8}0z., 5lb. 440z., and 51b, 1ioz. The fish were in grand con- 
dition, fully a dozen of them exceeding 4lb. each. The largest is being put up. 
Five of our members attended the S.L. United visit to the Grange Society on Monday 
last.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon. sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On September 28th, Mr, R, Atchison in the chair, the minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. The conditions for the competition at Hornby on the 2nd 
inst. were arranged—viz., members to travel by the 7,28 a.m. train from London 
Bridge, but can join en route; roll-call by the secretary ; kit inspection by Mr. 
Harry Dunn, anda draw for choice of swims at the Six Bells at 9.30; scene of 
operation, Mr. Chart’s water—i.ec., both sides of the river from the bridge swim to 
the orchard-end swim, one rod only, jack barred. It was resolved that representa- 
tives of Ye Friars should compete in the South London United contest at Broad 
Mead, Woking, on the 9th inst. On September 21st, Mr. R. Atehison presiding, the 
weighing-in was most satisfactory, Messrs. W. Aaron, J. Lewthwaite, R. Atchison, 
W. White, W. Hutchins, and W. Poole exhibiting very fair shows of bream, roach, 
and perch, while Mr. J. Jones again took the initiative, weighing-in the first jack of 
the season (511b.), inclusive of sundries, ‘The societies on the list of the Southern 
Division of the Anglers’ Association visit this society on Monday, October 3rd. In- 
vitation cards have been sent out; butin theevent of any omission you are respect- 
fully requested to accept this as an equivalent.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

CROWN PERSEVERANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 25th ult, The sport was 
rather better than last week. Mr. J. Feryman, barbel and roach; Mr. R. Sharplas, 
perch ; Mr. W. Sharrey, roach and dace. I should be very pleased to see a large 
number of our members turn up on Monday evenings.—J. R., sec. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The following members have weighed in since last report :—Sept. 11th, Mr 
Rundell, roach and dace from the Colne, and Mr. Curson a fine show of gudgeon ; 15th, 
Messrs. Garratt and Varney, roach and dace from the tideway ; 18th, Mr. Rundell, 
roach, and Mr, Clark, gudgeon (fat and prime), from the Grand Juction Canal ; Mr. 
Varney, roach, from the Colne ; and Mr. Garratt, roach, from Thames. 25th, saved a 
blank by Mr. Garratt, with a few roach and perch from the Thames, The presence 
of every member is requested on Tuesday next, when a special meeting is called to 
consider the advisability of altering rules as to weighing-in,—J ACKO. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 
The usual monthly delegate meeting will take place on Friday next, October 7, at 
8°30 p.m.—W. WADE, sec. 
CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The following members have registered some good shows of fish during this 
month ;—Sept. 4, Mr. Chapman, roach, dace, and chub; Mr. Norris, roach ; Mr. 
Jones, roach and dace. Sept. 7, Mr. Pennell, roach, Sept. 11, we fished Byfleet, for 
Messrs. Ray, Burwash, W. Attridge, and Stanton’s prizes, andithe following weighed- 
in :—Mr. Penn, bream, Ist ; Mr. H, Long, roach and dace, 2nd ; Mr. Walter, roach, 
3rd ; Mr. W. Long, perch, 4th ; Mr, Ingram, roach and bream, 5th ; Mr. Ray, bream 
and roach, 6th ; Mr. Colwell, roach and dace, 7th ; Mr. Jones, roach, 8th ; and Mr. 
Attridge, roach and dace, From elsewhere, Mr. Norris, roach and dace ; Mr. Chap- 
man, roach and dace. Sept. 14, Mr. North, jack, tench, and roach. Sept, 18, Mr. 
Norris, roach, dace, and perch; Mr, Chapman, roach and dace; Mr. Jones, roach. 
Sept. 21, Mr. Pratt, roach and dace, Sept. 25, Mr, Norris, roach, bream, and dace ; 
Mr, Nunn, jack; Mr, Chapman, roach; Mr, Jones, roach, Mr, Norris wins Mr, 
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Walter’s prize for the gross weight of roach takenin September. We have two more 
new members on the books for election, which just makes us fifty strong—viz., forty- 
seven working and three honorary members, On October 2, several members intend 
competing in the Clerkenwell and District United Visiting List of Clubs pegged 
down match at Ware.—W. H. BURWASH, sec. 

CLAPTON. A 

A committee meeting was held on Monday last prior to ordinary weekly meeting, 
Mr. A. J. Oliver in the chair, The previous minutes were read and signed, and 
general business transacted. Five new members were nominated. The very hand- 
some oil-painting of trout, by Targett, from the original, and painted for, and in the 
possession of our worthy president, Mr. R. B. Marston (FISHING GAZETTE), very 
handsomely mounted and framed, was received from that gentleman as a present to 
our society, Our chairman, in a complimentary speech, desired that the warmest 
thanks of our society be conveyed to Mr. Marston for his very handsome and appro- 
priate present. It will prove a lasting memento of the good feeling existing on the 
part of Mr. Marston towards our society, which I feel certain is thoronghly recipro- 
cated by every member of our society. The catches reported were of no special im- 
port, Mr, Murray again being to the front with twenty-one dace (besides twenty re- 
turned), scaling 911b, (the two best dace going 11b. 50z.), and four chub of about 
id1b. each—all these with a fly—from Stone’s Water at Sewardstone; Mr. C. G. Ben- 
nett, three jack, from the New River, 3lb. and upwards ; Mr. I’. Tregenza, two jack, 
froin Rickmansworth ; Mr. Thomas, four fine rudd of 14oz., from St. Margaret’s. I 
am sorry to say that fish-poisoning is again going on in the Lea, and the waters 
behind Clapton have been covered with fish of all description and sizes—dead and 
dying. I do not think the sewage works at Tottenham are now the sole cause of 
this shameful poisoning. How the culprits must laugh in their sleeves at the in- 
efficient manner in which the Rivers Pollution Act are set at nought by the 
neglectful watch kept, or, I should say, evidently not kept. What is the use of 
attempting to restock the Lea for the benefit of all legitimate anglers, if, where tons 
of fish are turned in, double and treble the quantities are destroyed by the polluters 
who set the law at defiance? A cordial vote of thanks to our chairman closed the 
proceedin gs,—HENRyY Howss, hon. sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

A very pleasant evening was spent on Wednesday last after the business of the 
evening was over, Messrs. Candy and Aspray being elected members. Notice of a 
special meeting will be duly given for the purpose of electing a vice-chairman, we 
having received, with regret, the resignation of Mr. Thomas, the present vice- 
chairman. All nominations for this office will reach us not later than October 4. 
Mr. Boughton, who has been fishing Sunbury with Mr. G. Clark, weighed-in on 
Tuesday night a fine show of roach and dace, the largest roach weighing 9oz., and 
dace 30z. The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman, Mr, G. 
A, Boughton.—ALFRED EVANS, sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 25th ult., but only three weighed in— 
viz., Mr. F. Barrett, three jack, 8lb. 140z.; Mr. Newbon, roach; and Mr. Caswell, 
roach, Mr. Green’s tournament also came off, and proved a great success, seventy- 
one members competing. The following gentlemen weighed in :—Mr. Chick (late 
Queen’s), Ist prize, roach, 1lb. 100z.; Mr. Bird, 2nd prize, roach, 1lb. 30z.; Mr. 
Welling, 8rd prize, roach, 150z,; Mr. Severn, 4th prize, 1030z.; Mr. Bird, jun., 5th 
prize; and Mr. Bedford, 6th prize. The foliowing gentlemen also weighed in 
roach :—Mr, Hoad, 540z.; Mr. Jennings, 2t0z.; and Mr. Stone, 340z.—all being 
highly pleased with the manner in which the arrangements were carried out. Our 
match at Rickmansworth will take place on the 2nd inst., when I have to remind 
members they must pay up their contributions or they will not be allowed to com- 
pete.—H. FALMER, secretary. 

EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

At the meeting on the 26th ult., there was a large attendance of members 
present, when the prizes were presented to the successful competitors who fished in 
the match at Filby on the 22nd ult. There were 21 entries, and 18 put in their 
appearance. Fishing commenced at 10,45 a.m., and arrived at the landing at 5 p.m. 
to weigh-in. The most important prize was a three-guinea silver cup, presented by 
the mayor, T. Burton Steward, Hsq., for the heaviest perch taken in the contest. 
Most of the members made for what they hoped would be a good perch ground. The 
following is a list of the winners :—lst, Mr. W. Lowne; 2nd, Mr. W. Platt; 3rd, 
Mr. F, Hill; 4th, Mr. B. Dye; 5th, Mr. J. HE. Teasdel. Silver cup (special) for 
heaviest perch was won by Mr. W. Lowne, the honorary secretary, weight 1lb. loz. ; 
special for heaviest was won by Mr. F. Hill, weight 1lb, 20z, The next business 
was to take into consideration something in the shape of a 10-zuinea challenge cup, 
to fish for next season, A committee was at once formed to get out all particulars 
‘avd lay before the general meeting. Five guineas was at ones promised by 
members present. From the Ist of October till the end of April the meetings take 
place the first and third Monday in each month.—W. Lowng, hon. sec. 

' EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM), 

A number of the members of this society were out on the 25th inst. competing for 
Mr, Haslewood’s prize for jack at St. Margaret’s, Mr. G. Watterson being the suc- 
cessful competitor—weight 103lb. There will be a pegged-down match on the 2nd 
prox. at Cheshunt for roach and dace for Mr. Frank’s prize for £2 2s. Members 
who intend taking part in this contest should intimate the same to the hon. secretary 
on or before Saturday, and meet the train leaving Tottenham Hale Station at 7.50 
am, The next meeting of the society will take place on Tuesday, the 4th prox.— 
EH, T. ELDER, hon. sec, 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The fifth match this season in connection with the above society was held at 
Fritton on the 13th ult., when 17 members out of 26 entries competed for the four 
prizes offered. The conditions of the match were that it be a roving one, to fish two 
in a boat, with one rod, one line, and two hooks, ledgering and paternostering 
allowed. At the close of the match the umpire, Mr. J. E. Pretty, declared the fol- 
lowing to be the prize-winners, viz. :—1st, Mr. W. E. Sarret, 191b. 150z. ; 2nd, Mr. 
A, H. Daniels, 81b. 40z. ; Mr. J. J. Hunt and Mr, J. HE. Pretty tied for the 3rd and 4th 
prizes with 7lb, 120z. each, only nine competitors weighing-in, the gross weight 
taken by them being 571b. 7oz. At our meeting held on the 20th ult. the chairman 
(Mx. J. E. Pretty) presiding, we had a good attendance of members, and it was 
resolved to hold the last bottom match for this season at Buckenham on the 4th 
‘Oct., when I hope the weather will be fine, and that a good catch may be made,— 
Wm. KrRBy, hon, sec. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 20th ult. our distribution of prizes took place under the management of 
Mr. H. J, Tibbatts, who was chairman. There was close on £100 worth distributed 
to the winners, the most successful being Messrs. Maybury, Hellens, R. Murphy 
Haines, Sampson, J. Smith, Hall, Devon, Hastings, Archer, Wheeler, Guntrip, 50 
others taking prizes. After being given to the winners, the chairman appealed for 
prizes for the ensuing year, on the understanding that in future the prizes will be 
distributed during the fence months, so that we shall start with the opening of the 
season. The appeal was handsomely responded to, the chairman booking over £50 
with many more to come. On the 25th the following members brought in fish :— 
Messrs. Ormes, Hllam, King, Solomon, Haines, R. Murphy, and Archer, On the 
27th there was a large attendance of members, when it was decided that our first 
outing will take place on Oct. 9th at Ware, from the loch to the engine-house ; all 
start by first train. Two members enrolled ; one proposition.—R,, MURPHY Sept, 28 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, — ‘ filed 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Mason’s Hall 
Tavern, E.C., on Tuesday evening, Dr. Brunton in the chair. ‘The minutes of the 
preceding meeting were read and confirmed, and other unimportant business dis- 
posed of. Mr, Raison was unanimously elected a member of the society. The 
greater portion of the evening was spent in listening to a very instructive and inter- 
esting description of salmon-fishing in Scotland, given by the esteemed chairman 
to whom avery hearty vote of thanks wes accorded. Mr, Howse (Clapton) and 


Mr. Ghurney were present. Anglers are reminded of the competition at the Rye 
House on Saturday, the 8th October. Tickets must be obtained of Mr. Ghurney, 
and all applications must reach him not later than the last post on Friday, the 
Tthinst. The proceeds of the tournament will be given to the Anglers’ Benevolent 


Fund.—H. 
GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 25th ult. the following members exhibited fish :—Messrs. De Perran, roach, 
dace, perch, and chub, 6lb. ; Green, roach and dace ; Stanton, dace ; Simpkins, dace ; 
Harrison, roach; Guy, chub and roach; Fowler, dace; Jacob, perch and roach ; 
G. Crow, roach, dace, and flounder; and C, Y. A. Crow, roach and dace. Mr. De 
Perran also weighed-in on the 27th inst. with a nice show of roach and dace, 6lb.— 


C. B, LuMBy. 
GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting of this society was held at the One Tun on the 23rd ult., Mr. 
Stageman in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, and 
membership increased. Final arrangements were made for the pegged-down match 
for money prizes subscribed by the whole society, to be fished for on the 25th ult., 
at Shepperton. Seventeen members “pegged” at their allotted swims, and capital 
sport was obtained. Mr. Langton hooked a very fine trout, and very reluctantly 
returned it to its native element. The following were the successful competitors :— 
Mr. H. Massy, first prize; Mr. W. H. Thomas, second ; Mr. F. Langton, third ; Mr, 
A. E. Donaldson, fourth; and Mr, Stageman, fifth ;—all gudgeon and dace.—W. H. 


JOHNSON, sec. 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 25th ult., when Mr. Lord again brought 
a good show of roach and dace; Mr. Brink, jack and roach; Mr, Kast, perch; Mr. 
Jones, jack ; Mr, A. Fish, dace and roach ; Mr, Glover, dace and roach ; Mr. Russell, 
roach ; and Mr, Churchill, perch.—W. H. TURNER, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next meeting will be held at the Rise House, Hornsey Rise, on Monday even- 
ing next, October 3rd. There will be several interesting items for discussion,—C, H, 
KENNETT, hon, sec. 

IZAAK» WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit of angling clubs (No. 1 Hastern District) was to this society on 
Tuesday last, the 27th ult., and was a very successful one, There were eleven clubs 
represented. The chair was occupied by Mr. T. Goodwin, faced by Mr. G. Manning, 
During the evening there was some first-class comic and sentimental singing, At 
the finish of a very pleasant evening, the chairman, on behalf of the members of 
this society, tendered their best thanks to those who had honoured them with their 
presence. Mr. G, Manning announced that the next visit would be to the Odds and 
Evens Angling Society, whose secretary stated that he would inform the various 
clubs (through the post) when they would be prepared to receive them. Messrs. 
H, Butt, J. R. Charters, and G. Elliott will each give a prize to be fished for on 
October 9th, at Hatfield Peverell. Conditions will be published next week. Messrs.* 
T, Goodwin and H. Butt won the two special prizes given by Mr. C. Hayward for 
the heaviest weight of roach and bream taken on the Sundays and Wednesdays 
during the past three months.—H. B. . 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our meeting last week was well attended. A challenge of the recently-formed 
St. Helen’s Angling Association to have a friendly contest, bottom-fishing only, for 
a supper, was accepted, Mr. W. Davies to be captain of our team, with full power 
to select the competitors. To be fished by nine members from each society, in the 
Mere, at Newton-le-Willows, on a date to be settled upon. Messrs, Simmons, 
Podesta, and Noon have had some very fair carp-fishing ; and Messrs. Titterton and 
Bleasdale did very well indeed for more than a week in Ellesmere Lake, principally 
amongst the roach. We have permission from Lord Derby to have a day’s fishing in 
the lake at Knowsley to-morrow (Sept. 28th), and I hope the big ones will be on 
the feed.—R. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday, when the usual business was 
disposed of. Messrs. J. G. Feaks, W. F. and J. W. Dyer, had a nice show of bream, 
roach, and perch from the Norfolk Broads. One of the perch of Mr. Dyer’s weighing 
2lb. has been sent to the preservers. Mr. W. Short had roach and dace from the 
Lea, and Mr. ‘', P. Trevor had a nice show of roach and dace, weighing 121b,, from 
the Thames, taken in two hours. During the week we have had three cases of pre- 
served fish home from Cooper’s, one case of two roach, taken by Mr. J. W. Dyer, and 
one chub, 441b., and one roach, 1#b., taken by Mr. A, May.—A. May, hon, sec, 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 25th ult. only three of the members were out, of whom Mr. Seigenberg 

had 13lb. 120z. of roach, and myself three dozen of very fine gudgeon.—@, T. 


FLETCHER, sec. 
NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 25th ult. the following members had fish :—Mr. Hayes, roach, heaviest 
lb. loz., and jack, from the Welsh Harp; Mr. Aldis, roach and dace, from the 
Thames ; Mr. Pritchard, roach; Mr. Swain, roach and dace ; Mr. Underwood, jun., 
roach ; Mr. Greenwood, dace from the Lea, On Oct. 2nd we fish for six prizes at 
Rickmansworth. Members wishing to compete to start from Swiss Cottage, 
Metropolitan Railway, by the 8.36 a.m. train.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

NEW ALBION PISCATORIALS. 

On the 29th ult, the members of the above visited Windsor to compete for several 
valuable money prizes. The following is the result :—1st, George Elliot, with barbel ; 
2nd, T. Gilbert, dace ; 3rd, R. Eggbrect, dace ; 4th, A. Baldwin, dace ; 5th, J. Boalch, 
dace. The competition took place in the neighbourhood of Boveney Lock and the 
Clewer stream. Water low and very bright. The punt from which Mr. Boalch was 
fishing was accidentally capsized, and that gentleman and his puntman were pre 
cipitated into the water. Mr. B., who could not swim, was fortunately rescued by 
Mr, Thorne, of the Brunswick Piscatorials.—PIXIb. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was a large attendance of members at Mona Hotel on Wednesday last, and 
the proceedings were of the most interesting character. First and foremost, Mr. E. 
Foreman gave his experiences of salmon-fishing in Scotland, which was listened to 
witi the greatest pleasure. He succeeded in taking on his best day seven salmon, 
the largest 18lb, and on the next day a fish of 23lb., and he was deservedly 
applauded. Mr. Harden also killed a nice fish, Dr. Brunton, cajoled by the river 
reports from the same country, tried the Border Esk ; but, like many others on the 
same water, could not take a single fish. He then tried the river Awe, and took two 
good fish, the largest 17lb. The roach competition was finished to-day, and the fol- 
lowing we.ights declared : Mr. Wimbush, 6lb. 9oz. ; Mr. Walker, 91b. 30z.; Mr. Fen- 
nings, 4lb, 130z.; Mr. Jesse, 51b. 40z. from Thames; Mr. Burrows, 3lb, 4oz. from 
Thames ; and Mr, E. T. Sachs, two roach, 9202. and 8oz.; Mr. Browning, chub, Mr, 
D. C. BR. Willi‘ams efficiently carried out the duties of chairman.—T., H. 

HER PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
meeting last Tuesday (Mr, Stidolph in the chair) the entire series 
bmitted to the members. stale was i out ys Mr, 
“ anontean by the club, a vote of thanks being accorded to him for his 
ee no eee for the president's cup was fished for on the 25th ult. at 
Amberley, Mr. Gardhan, ‘Winning with a jack. The next club match will take place on 
Oct Dna an open mateh, +0 start in the morning.’ |The second series will be fished 
for on Oct. 9th at Chelmsf« Td, from Springfield to the rifle butts, Members to start 

on the morning.—W. R. Ma. TTHEW, Sec. 
Se capt on the 28th ult af ie MORemeoanarMag 

> jmet on e 2 ult, a e Horseshoe an agple, 
G ae ce ane anore yt. T. H. Thomson was elected a member. The 
onthl = ind’ ouvert ‘by Mr. Berna 4 for the heaviest weight of roach was won by 
Mr J Coutey is the 25th ult., Mes.°x8. Robert Sharples, Ladd, Bradley, and Gay 
also weighing-in. Wednesday, Octobe.’ 12th, is quarterly night, when a committee 


will be formed for revision of rules, &o— ©. PIGGOTT, sec, 


At the weekly 
of prizes were sn. 
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- man was taken to Buxton Police-station, and there he gave the name of Thomas Red- 


Oct. 1, 1887. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

The satisfaction that the last monthly competition had given induced about 
twenty of the members of this society to visit Staines on the 25th ult., to compete 
for a series of prizes, among them being “ Our Christmas Pudding.” On arrival at 
the London quarters of the club in the evening, it was found that the prizes won 
were given as follows: 1st, Mr. T, Hill won Mr. Cotterell’s prize ; 2nd, Mr. J. Wigley 
won Messrs, Hotham and Pocock’s prize ; 3rd, Mr. B. Hamson, “ Our Christmas Pud- 
ding ” ; 4th, at time of writing subject to consideration. To those gentlemen who 
were kind enough to present the ingredients for “ Our Christmas Pudding” I beg 
to tender the most sincere thanks of our new member, Mr, B. Hamson, and also those 
of “ Pixie.” Messrs. Mitchell and Clare’s contest for a prize has been postponed 
until the next monthly competition for October.—PIXxIz. 

[I am told that a gentleman living at Shepperton rents the “ Hook,” and charges 
anglers 6d, to fish there.—Ep. | 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were not many of our members on the 25th ult, Messrs, Parsons, Trotter, 
and Chart weighed-in some very good roach. The general outing will take place on 
October 2, at Chelmsford. The train leaves Liverpool-street at 8.20. There are 
several prizes offered for the occasion.—F’, H. TREWIN, sec. 

SHEFFIELD ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Great success attended the annual match of the Sheffield Angling Association, 
which selected Saxilby, between Retford and Lincoln, as the rendezvous, on Monday. 
The match was only open to ticket-holders, and no less than 632 paid the usual 
entrance-fee of 1s. each. When pegged-down the line of anglers extended six miles, 
and as work was entered on early, three and a half hours’ angling was brought to a 


close at four o’clock. The sport was very poor, for the highest weight was but _ 


31b. 141b., whilst only two got 21b,, and but 13 over llb, There were thirty money 
prizes, ranging from £3 10s. downwards, besides a lot of useful articles, the gifts of 
members and friends. The weather was very fine and tempting, and the number 
taking part in the match is believed to be the greatest ever known either in this or 


any other country, . 
ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOOIETY. 

On Sept. 25th the above club was saved a blank by Mr. Gibbs with a few hand- 
some roach. The remaining prizes from the grand series will be fished October 2. 
An open match.—Turrsty TIDDLER. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Sept, 25th a quiet night. On Sept. 27, a good business meeting ;jincrease of 
members—and fish, Mr, Lees having some very nice roach from the Colne, between 
5lb, andi6lb, ; Mr, Collins, perch—PELICAN. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 25th inst, Mr. J. Currans 
saving the club from a blank with some bream. Members of the above society will 
fish a pegged-down match on the 2nd ult. at St. Margaret’s. The fifth annual dinner 
of the above society will take place on Tuesday evening, November 8th ; chairman, 
Mr. H. J. Tibbatts. Tickets, 3s. 6d.—H. T. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

A very poor attendance of members on the 29th ult. The usual routine business 
was transacted. We received a complimentary visit from members of the 
Rodney, Peckham Brothers, and Brunswick Angling Societies, and a very pleasant 
evening in harmony was passed. Messrs. Grigg and Brodie weighed-in tench and 
roach ; total weight, 101b. 7oz,—MILLER’s THUMB. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
© On the 25th ult., Mr. Wingrove was successful in competing for Mr. Reid’s prize. 
Mr, Sloper had a very nice lot of roach and dace from Penton Hook, weighing 
15lb, 740z. Messrs. Dartnall and Turnbull, roach and dace from Amberley ; and 
several other members also weighed-in. On the 9th October a match will be fished 
in punts at Stains for some valuable prizes. Members desiring to compete will please 
attend on the 2nd inst. Entries close on Wednesday next, the 5th.—W. W. A. 
WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The fourth special competition this season took place in the river Teme at Cathe- 
ridge on Monday last, The result of the two hours’ contest, from 3.30 till 5.30 p.m., 
was as follows : 1st prize, Mr. A. Lacroix, with 43 fish, the heaviest, a trout, weigh- 
ing 9oz.; Mr. A. James was second with 12 fish, the heaviest, a grayling, turning 
the scale at Goz. During the contest a large fish was noticed by the competitors, and 
Mr, A. Lacroix went*on the following day, spinning with a snap tackle, and at the 
second throw hooked the fish, which was landed with the assistance of the young 
Arthur, It turned out to be a pike weighing 13lb, 40z. He continued fishing, 
hooked another fish, which made for the deep, taking his trace with him. Mr. A. 
Longford weighed in a splendid brace of grayling. A special meeting of the execu- 
tive committee was held at the Union Hotel, Union-street, Worcester, on Thursday, 
for the purpose of electing a treasurer in the place of Mr. Thomas Collins, who is 
about to leave Worcester. Mr. B. Smith, president, was nominated treasurer pro 
tem, The accounts of the association were found correct, and thanks accorded to 
Mr, Collins for his services—A. LACROIX, hon, sec. 
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More Trout PoacuInG ON THE DERBYSHIRE WYE,—CLEVER CAPTURE.—Mr. 
John Banks, of Spring-gardens, Buxton, is the lessee ofa portion of the water of 
the Wye near that place, and anticipating a poaching raid on Friday, he gained the 
assistance of George Goodwin, a keeper in the employ of Sir Joseph Lee, and pro- 
ceeded to the spot where the raid was expected. After waiting some three hours, or 
till about one inthe morning of Saturday last, they were rewarded by hearing the 
approach of three men, armed with a net. The men at once proceeded to draw the 
river, and when they had carefully drawn the net on to the bank, Mr. Banks and his 
companion pounced upon them, Nothing deterred, the poachers resisted, and a 
short butsevere struggle ensued. Mr, Banks, however, seized one by the neck, and 
got him down, and though he at first struggled to get free, his captor warned him 
that unless he submitted he would deal roughly with him. Goodwin was not so 
fortunate, for the other two, after a time, made good their escape. The captured 


fern, and said he was acorn miller. Later in the day he was brought up at the 
Buxton Court-house on a charge of night poaching, and Mr. Ainsworth (Messrs. 
Brown, Ainsworth, and Shipton) appeared to prosecute on behalf of the Trent 
Fishery Board. Mr. Banks gave evidence describing the above facts, and said the 
prisoner had, besides the net, a bag in his possession containing twenty-one trout, 
Prisoner had no license to fish. Superintendent Hallam told the Bench prisoner, 
who lived at Whaley Bridge, some miles off, had a previous conviction against him 
under the Poaching Prevention Act, He had also some brothers who had been 
before theCourt. The chairman said it was a bad case, and fined prisoner 40s. and 
costs, along with 1s. for each of the twenty-one trout found in his possession, or a 
month’s imprisonment in default. Prisoner asked for time to pay; but this was 
refused. The Bench also ordered the forfeiture of the net, which was a valuable 
ong 6yds long, and fitted with rings, &c., to allow it to slide along a pole when 
used, 

THEY DID NoT Fancy THE RAIN !—A very amusing scene was witnessed the other 
day on the bank of one of the big drains in the South Lincoln Fen district. It began 
to rain rather heavily as two valiant Spalding anglers were preparing to start for a 
day’s sport on the waters mentioned, and after setting out, and feeling the effects of 
the wet, a brilliant idea seems to have fired them. Returning to town, they 
chartered a covered conveyance, and, thus sheltered, drove by it comfortably to their 
destination. The weather, however, showed no moderation, and so, bringing their 
shelter as near the water’s edge as possible, they proceeded to fish through the 
window of their vehicle, to the surprise of some more reckless spirits who were 
quietly plying their vocation also amid the rain, but from the interior of a friendly 
mackintosh, It is said they were rewarded with fair sport; but they confessed 
they did not like the rain, and were a trifle proud of their new arrangement, There 
is some reason to believe they are now about applying fer a patent, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


H. DursToN.—You should read “The Book of the Roach,” by the late Greville 
Fennell (post free for 2s. 6d. from Sampson Low and Co., St. Dunstan’s House, 
London). October is ore of the best months for roach-fishing ; in a slow- 
running stream paste or gentles are the best baits. Tish very fine, and let the 
bie gust clear the bottom; throw in a little chewed bread near the float now 
and then, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, B, Priv, 





[ We do not hold oursslves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


STATE OF THE WYE AT BUXTON. 

Srr,—Reading your paper of last week, I noticed a correspondent complaining 
about the condition of the river Wye at Buxton ; and in this week’s issue is, from 
“@,H,S.,” a flat contradiction, which is not at all complimentary to your former 
writer. Now, I was down in that quarter not so long ago, and I walked down by 
the river towards Bakewell Mill, the water seeming in tolerable condition ; but on 
my returning I could hardly believe my eyes—the entire river was a milk-white 
colour, and, to my idea, certainly offensive. This is a fact, witnessed by two friends 
of mine; and I defy any gentleman to gainsay it. How long the river would 
remain in that condition I cannot say, and the cause thereof I know not; butas for 
fishing it, I would sooner angle in a bucket. It reminded me of the beautiful little 
river Duglas in Lancashire, which is now the colour of the “Blue Billey ” with 
which its banks are covered. 

The river Tawd, which runs about half a mile distant, is getting into a similar 
state, which is a great pity, as it contains a fine lot of trout. Last time I visited 
this beautiful spot I sauntered down the stream, and about three hundred yards 
from where it leaves Lathom Wood, in a small pool at the bend, I saw an immense 
trout—3lb., at the least—gracefully balanced at mid-depth, and lying on the rock 
under him were about nine smaller ones. Pushing through the bushes, I got within 
two feet of him—in fact, could easily have touched him with my stick. I took a hook 
on eight inches of gut, and put a worm on; with the gut wrapped round one finger, 
I put my hand down and presented this to the fish; he rose slowly up, smelt at the 
bait, and then sank down to his former place, evidently “not taking any.” The 
place is very difficult to fish, and the strongest gut would be necessary, or a break 
would be the result,—I am, Xc., 


York, CHAS. BINKS, 





FLAX WATER IN IRISH STREAMS. 

Srr,—In your last issue I noticed a letter signed “ Hibernicus.” Your corre- 
spondent denies that trout streams in the North of Ireland are prejudicially affected 
by flax-water, apparently basing his conviction on the fact that the law prohibits 
the turning of this poisoned water into the streams, and that should this law be 
broken it is merely necessary to give information of the fact at the nearest police- 
station in order to secure the punishment of the offender. 

It seems a pity to dispel such illusions, or to destroy so great a faith, on the one 
hand, in the law-abiding instincts of the population, and on the other in the strong 
arm of the law. But the fact remains that, in the counties Down, Antrim, and 
Tyrone, many, if indeed not most, of the streams are utterly ruined during the 
months of August and September by the admission to them of flax-water. The legal 
prohibition is a pleasing fiction ; the police have their hands pretty full, without 
looking after trout streams and flax dams, and as to informing—well, the duty is 
not usually considered an agreeable one in I reland. The local magistrates are fre- 
quently estate agents, and, consequently, not too eayer to offend a good tenant by 
making a fuss about such a trifle as a little flax-water. 

When possible, the flax pits are constructed on the side of a slope, so that, by re- 
moving a slight dam, the whole of the water in which the flax has been steeping is 
run off ; should there be a stream at the foot of the slope, so much the worse for the 
trout. The immediate effects are that the river-bed is filled with a slimy mess, the 
larger fish are so sickened that they refuse to feed for days afterwards, and the 
smaller fish are killed. As may be imagined, on these occasions the village boys 
and idlers reap a rich harvest. 

T could mention other counties besides those to which I have referred, where the 
same pollution of rivers is a too common occurrence ; but I have confined myself to 
those districts I am best acquainted with, and Iam much surprised that “ Hiberni- 
cus” should attempt a denial of what is well known, unfortunately, to, atall events, 
most men who have fished in the North of Ireland.—I am, Xc., E. M, W. 


7 


Srr,—The letter signed “ Hibernicus ” in last week’s “ F, G.” can be added to the 
long list of letters written by migratory anglers misrepresenting matters 
(piscatorial) in Ireland. How anyone could write down such a glaring “ mistake us 
so emphatically passeth the understanding of all anglers here. “ Hibernicus” has 
only to visit these parts on or about the 20th of August next, when, if the summer 
should prove to be dry, and the rivers consequently low, he would have the fact that 
flax-water is as deadly to fish life as prussic acid is to human life impressed upon 
two of his senses at all events—seeing and smelling. ‘Tis true that this year our 
first flood came just as the flax was beginning to be taken from the steeping ponds, 
and the bulk of it was carried away at once. 

Last year it would have been an easy matter for “ Hibernicus” to have collected 
from 500 to 1,000 salmon and trout during its continuance. One river, tributary to 
these, has been depopulated of trout, even the mussels dying. As to his other 
assertion, I can send to him, or any other person interested, one dozen cuttings from 
local papers of cases at Petty Sessions of turning flax-water into streams, The 
highest fine is 10s.; two, 6d. each ; whilst the others are dismissed. ; 

How can a magistrate fine his own farm labourer, or his brother magistrate’s 
ditto? Very likely the case has been talked of for a month, as this period sometimes 
extends from the issue of the summons until the “court day.” It is almost an 
impossibility to get evidence sufficient in the minds of the present race of Irish 
magistrates to procure a conviction for polluting or poisoning a river In any way, 
particularly with flax-water. If the steeping ponds are fed with cold spring water, 
the flax has to lie for some eight or ten days; if with warmer water—say a long- 
coursed stream—five days are sufficient. The men who throw it out of these ponds 
and spread it over the fields to dry cannot remove the stones which are put on to 
keep it down without letting off the water to some depth. This is mostly done at 
night. The consequences of “ Hibernicus ” reporting a case to the nearest barracks 
would be that the R. I. C. would not thank him, and that he would to a certainty be 
warned off all fields adjoining the water. 

I speak of my own district, which, perhaps, may be called the headquarters of 
flax growers. Happily for anglers, the quantity grown is, for some reason unknown 
to me—an angler pure and simple—decreasing year by year, ana I should say that 
this year far more ponds had grass growing in them in August than flax steeping. 
Flax-water cannot hurt Loughs Conn and Cullen; but cross-lines early in the year, 
before the innocent Englishman arrives, are fast doing their work, and I am old 
enough to remember that the statement that they were used was indignantly con- 
tradicted in the FISHING GAZETTE. 

Cross-lines, flax-water, gaffing at weirs, unguarded mill races, and wholesale 
winter poaching have at last made these rivers not worth fishing. For the last five 
years the stock of fish has been getting fine and beautifully less. To exterminate 
the rabbits on a large domain, it is necessary to work at them summer and winter— 
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during summer trapping the “stops” for the does, and then drawing the young 
ones with a live ferret ; in winter by wholesale trapping, shooting, and netting ; by 
the twelve months’ work alone is it possible to get the upper hand of the wily coney. 
Once it is obtained, however, they can be killed to the last one—I mean once the 
number of deaths exceeds the number of births ; it is only a question of time. 

So it is with our salmon. The majority of the spawning fish are killed, and it is 
no secret that only a few of the larger fords in the main river escape being visited 
and denuded of fish about Christmas. Those fish that do escape fall in nines and 
tens to the rod in April, whilst the fry from the ova of the survivors of the year 
before are killed in enormous quantities by boys and others under the local name of 


Jenkins, 
The first fresh-run fish (in June, if wet) are hauled out with cross-lines ; those 


which escape, and all later arrivals up to the middle of August, in a dry summer, | 


fall victims to flax-water. The September and October fish are thus doubly 
valuable, but are sadly thinned by gafling, netting, mill races, and winter poaching ; 
ahd few ever return to the sea, Another illustration of the old saying, “ You can’t 
keep your cake and eat it.” Mr, Gedney in his letter notes the fact that he did not 
come across a white trout of 2lb, weight. Is he aware that the sea-trout caught in 
the nets are the perquisites of the fishermen, and possibly part of their wages, and 
that the mesh of the nets was reduced to a murderous extent awhile ago to take in 
these perquisites, without a remonstrance from anyone, although all rod-fishers are 
now lamenting the absence of white trout in these rivers ? 

There are signs that the fishery company are at last beginning to awake to the 
fact that possibly the bad seasons they say they have, been enjoying: may not be 
owing to dry summers alone, and we hope the turn of the tide has set in with the 
abolition of cross-lines,—I am, &c., Pour Dixzu, Etc, 





PIKEH-FISHING, 

Str,—Noticing that Mr. Jardine intends favouring the GAZETTE readers with 
some articles upon pike-fishing, perhaps you will allow me to point out the diffi- 
culties that perplex a novice. 

ITam.quite without angling acquaintances, and therefore quite dependent upon 
books for information ; but as I am able to fish gome excellent preserved water, I 
intend trying. Most writers do not make sufficient distinction between spinning, 
trolling, &e. What I should like would be a separate article, describing the modus 
eperandi from beginning to end, upon spinning, trolling with snap, ditto with 
gorge, and live baiting. These need not necessarily be long, but kept quite distinct 
from each other, and some advice as to when each method should be followed. 

Most books are tolerably unanimous about the rod; but I have been much exer- 
cised in my mind about the line, 

G. Fennell says : “ The line cannot be too thin, provided it does not kink,” Pennell 
says : “An eight-plait, waterproofed silk line, or Manchester Cotton Spinning Oo.” 
(Plaited or cable-laid?) Martin (“Trent Otter”) says: “A silk undressed line is 
best.” 

Now to know that a high authority like Mr, Jardine says a certain line of a 
certain thickness is best would decide the question which the previous-mentioned 
writers leave quite an open one, 

I have never seen any mention of the stuffed pike labelled 681b., which is ex- 
hibited in Barnard’s, Church-place, Piccadilly.—I am, &c., lees 

[Mr. Jardine uses a very fine dressed plaited silk line ; but it would never do for 
a beginner to use so fine a line,—ED. } 





TROUT-FISHING WITH THE WET FLY. 


Srr,—Your contributor, “E. M. W.,” in his article under this heading in your 
issue of the 24th September, in enumerating the reasons for casting up-stream, 
where practicable, appears to me to omit one, by no means the least weighty, I 
mean that a fish, when hooked, can run far more easily into the weeds, and, once 
there, is far more difficult to extricate, and has far more chance of breaking away, 
if the angler be above him than below him, as in the latter case the angler is pulling 
with the set of the weeds and the stream, in the former against both. I have had 
painful experience of the truth of this in some weedy Hampshire water this autumn, 
in the loss of a large proportion of the fish I hooked.—I am, &c., VAL CoNsoN, 
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JACK PARSONS, an old fisherman on Lake Bomoseen, Vermont, is responsible for’ 
the following story :—While fishing one day he had an old brown stone jug that he 
was very fond of in the boat, and when taking a nip it fell overboard. A long time’ 
he mourned its loss, and would fish for hours on the spot where it had sunk. Some 
years afterwards, while anchored on the ground and as usual fishing, he had a bite 
and pulled up twice, but did not catch the fish ; the third time he hooked it, and, as 
he expressed it, thought he had the bottom of the lake on his line, but at length 
managed to pull up the line, and, behold! it was his jug, but with a fish inside, 
When young the fish had been attracted by the whisky in the jug, entered the mouth, 
and lived on the spirit until it was too large to getout. Three timeshe had dropped 
his line in the mouth of the jug, catching the fish the last time, Some of the liquor 
still left he poured out and drank, and then taking the jug on shore he made a fire 
cooked the fish in its own juice and whisky flavour, and ate it with a corkscrew.— 
8., in Forest and Stream, 


FIsH CULTURE IN PARts,—At the end of 1883 the Municipal Council of Paris 
inaugurated, at the Trocadero Aquarium, a course of scientific instruction in pisci- 
culture, which, under the direction of Dr. Josset de Bellesme, became very much 
patronised. The Aquarium was also found very useful for restocking the various 
watercourses of the basin of the Seine. For two years artificial fecundation has 
been practiced, with the following result :—In 1885, 50,000 trout were placed in 
the Seine, the Marne, and their affluents, and in the following year (1886) 40,000. 
In addition to this there were distributed 22,000 young Californian salmon 
divided into batches of 2,000, over twelve portions of the basin of the Seine 
from Reims to Andely’s. These salmon, which were comparatively large, were 
raised in the Aquarium. They were set at liberty in June, 1886, and some of them 
which were recaptured in the following October in the Loing and the Iton had 
already attained a size of 22 centimétres (a centimétre being 0°39371 of an inch); 
In a few weeks’ time 40,000 trout and 10,000 Californian salmon will be placed in 
the basin of the Seine. The acclimatisation of the latter fish will delight the’ 
heart of the Parisian, by whom it is considered a great gastronomic delicacy. In 
order to encourage the efforts of the director of the Aquarium, the Municipal 
Council has in a late sitting voted the credit necessary for the construction of a 
laboratory at the Trocadero, the formation of which will be at once taken in hand, 


Dipn’r WAnt ANny.—Barber (to bald-headed customer): Ah, Mr, Jones ‘you 
ought to try some of Prof, Invigorator’s hair restorer, It’s ——” Customer - But 
I dont wan't any hair, Barber (in astonishment): Don’t want hair? Customer : 
No, I’m married, 
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BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET, WATERPROOF 


Guaranteed Waterproof. Price 42s. 8 H 0} 0 Tl N 5 
The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
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ANNE Fishing |NVERNESS FISHING AND SHOOTING CAPE. 
Z “ Trouserg. Guaranteed Waterproof. Prices, 24s, and 42s; 

; The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 

Fishing tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
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FISHING and SNIPE SHOOTING 
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ANDERSON, All 


JERSON, & ANDERSON, 37, 


THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 


QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, £.¢, 


Works: BOW ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 
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INGREASE OF FISH POISONING IN DERBYSHIRE. 


For some time past the practice of poaching for fish by the aid of 
lime has been very prevalent, and some of the best trout streams in 
Derbyshire have been a good deal damaged thereby. Recently the 
case of two men, named Lomax and Duesbury, was tried at the 
Derbyshire Assizes, held at Derby, before Mr. Justice Hawkins, 
which showed that the Brailsford brook, one of the resorts of Walton 
and Cotton, on the Dove, had been limed, and hundreds of fish de- 


stroyed. 

A policeman named Smith, of Brailsford, saw the prisoners with others 
going suspiciously in the direction of the Brailsford brook, which belongs to 
Lord Scarsdale, and, seeking the aid of a keeper named Aird, the two went to 
watch. Coming across a portion where the surface of the brook was covered 
with “something white,” and the water bubbling from the bottom, they con- 
cealed themselves. Ina short time the men were seen to come from behind a 
bush on the opposite side of the stream and to the water. The water at this 
time (according to a witness) was covered with “ thousands ” of fish, and Lomax 
had a landing-net with which to get the fish out ; but seeing the policeman and 
the keeper they greeted them with a shower of stones and then ran away. 
They were pursued, and Lomax and Duesbury captured, one of whom naively 
volunteered to the officer in charge at the gaol at Derby, ‘‘ The —— have been 
too sharp for us to-day. We hadn’t touched any fish, but we should have had 
plenty, as we were waiting till they came to the top of the water.” In passing sen- 
tence of 12 months’ hard labour upon the prisoners, his lordship remarked 
upon the frequency of this practice of poaching by the aid of lime, and 
said that, unless it was discontinued, the full term of seven years’ penal servitude 
would have to be inflicted. Scarcely a week passes but what the local benches 
of magistrates have to deal with cases of this kind. The above offence was 
perpetrated on the 5th ult. In fact, two days after the above trial, two 
men, named Briddon and Ludlam, were before the county magistrates at Ches- 
terfield on a charge of putting lime into the Holme Brook, near Chesterfield, 
for the purpose of taking and destroying fish. According to the evidence of a 
farmer, Briddon threw a bag into the brook, and in a short time Ludlam went to 
the bag, squeezed it, and directly the water “ became white ” for some distance 
around, Witness asked what was in the bag, but heard no reply ; but Ludlam 
came out of the brook and ran away. Getting assistance, witness returned to 
the brook, and found defendants on the opposite bank looking into the water, 
on the surface of which were many dead fish. After prisoners had gone away 
again, witness took from the brook what looked like chloride of lime, and the 
water smelt of it for some distance. Many more dead fish were noticed during 
the day, and the prisoners were apprehended. Both men were committed to 
the sessions for trial. This offence occurred on the 24th ult. Less than a fort- 
night ago the Eckington anglers, who haye some good waters on the Rother, 
discovered that it had been limed near the mouth of the Doe Lea brook. The 
stream at this point is very low from the drought, and the fish have betaken 
themselves to the deep holes. The modus operandi of the poachers has been to 
put lumps of lime into the holes, and await the fish rising, when they 
could be easily landed with a net. The depredation is supposed 
to have been the work of a Rotherham gang of poachers ; but as yet 
the miscreants have not been traced, though hundreds of fish have been killed. 
Within a month a bad case of destruction of fish occurred in the Derwent between 
Matlock and Darley. The facts, so far as could be gathered, have appeared, and 
though some disputation has arisen bearing on the cause, it has not been satis- 
factorily settled whether it was due to poisoning from lead works or dynamite, 
or whether it was due to the effects of some other poachingagency. The fishery 
authorities favoured the dynamite theory, inasmuch as the air-bladders of some 
fish examined were found burst, whilst some on the spot favoured the idea that 
they were poisoned naturally, from the fact that the lowness of the water 
prevented dilution sufficient to make poisons regularly coming into the 
stream innocuous ; but those who are observing what is going on have little 
doubt that in some way the destruction was the work of poachers. A 
number of other instances of streams being poisoned by lime and other means 
around the locality within the past few weeks which have caused great destruc- 
tion of fish might be mentioned, and these would fully justify the remark of 
Mr. Justice Hawkins in the case reported as to the prevalence of the practice. 
Something severe will have to be done if this work continues, and anglers 
interested in the locality will learn with pleasure that the Assize judges are 
determined to!stop the practice. It is hoped, however, that the salutary sentence 
of Mr. Justice Hawkins will have the desired effect. 
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THE TRENT LAMPREY FISHERY. 


Tu following is the official return of the lamprey-fishing in the 
Trent for the season 1886-1887 :— 


Averham Weir: October 15, 1886, first fish caught; to the end 
of the month, 5,100 caught ; November, 10,900; December, 2,000 ; 
January, 1887, 5,300; February, 3,600. Below Gainsborough : 
30 fishing boats caught 50,000 lampreys; all these were netted 
previous to December 31. Colwick Weir, 15,000. Other weirs of 
the Trent, 7,000. Total amount of lampreys caught in the Trent 
last season, 98,900. The price realised last year was 38. 4d. per 
score ; the highest price they command is about £16 per 1,000. 

It is said that several large buyers of the lamprey are viewing with a certain 
amount of misgiving the great takes of this favourite and costly cod-bait. 
Fears are entertained that before many years elapse the lamprey will practi- 
cally cease to exist in the Trent. One of the largest buyers, if not 
actually the largest, has refused to buy any lampreys from the Lower 
Trent netters on the ground that, by capturing the fish as it ascends, and 
again as it descends, the river, it has little or no chance of multi- 
plying. This same buyer, I hear on good authority, has leased the 
lamprey-fishing of the largest Trent weir, that at Averham, and intends to 
supply his own wants from that quarter. It seems a great pity that the race 
of lampreys is doomed to destruction through over-netting. No doubt a very 
serious check to the excessive netting on the Trent will be caused by the new 
Navigation Act, which came into operation on April Ist of this year. It 
appears that up till now the beam nets of the Trent have always been set in the 
very channel of the river ; practically, it would be useless to set them else- 
where, as the eels, lampreys, and in fact all running fish, make up and down the 
river inthe heart or channel of the stream. On two occasions recently, one of 
the fishing smacks has been run down while fishing by a steamer plying between 
Gainsborough and Hull. Law and costs were the inevitable consequences, 
fortunately no life was lost. The attention of the “Corporation of the Guild 
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or Brotherhood of Masters, Pilots, and Seamen, of the Trinity House in Kingston- 
upon-Hull” was called to this serious matter, with the result that at the Court at 
Windsor, on the 7th of March, 1887, the following amongst other orders in 
council on the matter were made binding. The first four sections refer to towing 
and anchoring. 

V.—Every vessel anchoring for the purpose of dredging for sand or ballast, 
or fishing, shall be so anchored or moored that no part of such vessel or her gear 
shall obstruct the navigable channel of the river. Every such vessel as aforesaid 
shall lie singly, and when more than one in a line astern of the foremost, and 
not abreast of each other, and (as near as may be) parallel with the banks, and 
shall have her anchor buoyed. 

VI.—Every vessel anchored for the purpose of jishing shall have a 
rope or ropes made fast ashore to hold her steady to the bank, except when pre- 
vented by «gre or other unavoidable circumstance. 

VII.—No vessel, unless waiting to load or discharge cargo, shall lie for more 
than 48 hours in any part of the river hereunder specified. (Follows a list of 
eleven names of parts of the river where many of,the smacks have hitherto fished.) 
If not for loading or discharging for the purposes of trade, & fortiori vessels 
will no longer be allowed to anchor for fishing for more than 48 hours in the 
specified bights or reaches. 

VIII.—No boat shall anchor for jishing in any of the following roadsteads—viz., 
(a) FJixborough Stather road; (b) The lower part below the stone heap of 
Burton Stather road ; (c) Cliff End road. Nor in any part of the river which 
lies between the upper part of Boggard Hall Bight, above Headby Bridge, and 
the north end of the lower part of Amcott’s Hook. 

IX.—No vessel employed for the purpose of fishing shall exceed 20 tons 
burthen. 

These constitute the regulations affecting the fishing smacks of the Lower 
Trent waters. Netting commences on June 24th, and no small amount of 
curiosity exists as to how and by whom these regulations will be enforced. It 
is believed by those interested in fishing matters in the district that a great 
blow has been dealt to netting, as, under the above restrictions, it will be diffi- 
cult—perhaps not worth while—to follow it up as a trade. 


ANGLERS REGISTER FOR SCOTLAND, 


ABERDEENSHIRE. |SUTHERLANDSHIRE 


DEE FISHINGS. |Sutherl | 
Invercauld Arms Hotel EAI A Mla 


BRAEMAR, ABERDEENSHIRE J. A. BUTTERS, late of the Sligachan Hotel 


Skye, has taken a lease of this comfortable Hote 
Gentlemen staying at the Hotel have the 


It is pleasantly situated close to 
privilege of fishing the Upper Section of Lo ch Shin : 
Invercauld Dee Fishery for Salmon, and 


. ; on which Boats are kept for the use of visitors, who 
ier: Ber ees scp vs Trout, have the privilege of fishing on it and other lochs. 


Post and Telegraph Office at the door, 
ALEX, McGREGOR, POS 


eas wre fot ae 


Best Patterns of Trout and Salmon Flies and al 
locally useful Tackle kept for sale. 
Mr. MURDOCH’S SUTHERLANDSHIRE 
PATTERNS. 


~ ARGYLLSHIRE. 


LOCH AWE. 
SALMON FLIES FOR HAMPSHIRE AVON | FREE TROUT, SALMON, end SALMO 
(References), GUT CASTS. 


WM. GARDEN, FEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE. 


1223, UNION STREET, ABERDEEN. TAYCR Seon echae E ne NORTH 
First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station, Is the newrest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers call at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A, MUNRO. 
































ELSO-ON- TWEED. — TO LET, 
Furnished, the ABBEY HOUSE. 
Three Reception, Hight Bedrooms, large 
Garden, Tennis, Fishing, Hunting.— 
HOUSEKEEPER, 








THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 


PLAITED SILK 
PIKE LINE 


An Extraordinary Lure. 


K| \ iF g The Whitest, most 


Attractive and Suc- 
cessful Paste ever dis- 
covered_ for Bottom 


EVER SOLD. 
100 YARDS, 4s. 6d. and 6s 6s. | To be obtained of 
FISHING GAZETTE says :— We have paid double} Tackle Dealers alt 


for inferior lines.’’ 
F. CROFTS, Colville-st., Nottingham. 


(OBACCUNISTS 


BEFORE STARTING IN BUSINHSS should 
write for Illustrated Catalogue (post free) 
to LESSER FRIEDLANDER, 3, HOUNDSDITCH, 
LONDON. The OLDEST and CHEAPEST House 
in the World. 

Established 60 years. 


over the World. 





In Packets, 3d.,6d., and 1s. each ; B 
article, Try the Bait to-day. Al T 1 


Fishing. 
postage extra. 
DON'T SPOIL A GOOD DAY’S FISHING 


N 
In buying, see you get the genuine 
THROUGH NOL HAVING IT WITH YOU, 





WM. KING, 
157, Commercial Road, London, E. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 


J. W. MARTIN, 
The “Trent Otter,’ 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


Manufacturer of the very best and cheapest Green-heart Salmon and Trout Rods, Reels, Lines, and Tackle 
The famous Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle. 
Plaited Silk Lines of warranted quality (best and cheapest in the market), from 1s, 6d. to 48. per 100 yards. 


Send a Penny Stamp for a Copy of “The Trent Otter’s ” New Descriptive Catalogue and Anglers’ 
Quide (Copyright), 128 pages. A book worth ls, Containing a vast amount of useful recipes and 
nformation, and a full description of everything any angler requires, 








SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and CO.’S 
FIRST LIST OF ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


NEW WORK BY DR. 0. W. HOLMES ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO EUROPE. 

OUR HUNDRED DAYS IN EUROPE. By Dr. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, 
Small post 8vo., printed on extra fine paper, cloth, gilt top, 6s. — i [Now ready, 

BURTON (RICHARD F.), K.C.M.G.: His Early, Private, and Public Life. Also 
an Abridgment of His Travels and Explorations, gathered from more than fifty volumes of his 
own works and other sources. Edited by FRANCIS HITCAMAN, Author of “ The Public Life of the 
Varl of Beaconsfield,” &c. 2 vols. demy 8vo. cloth extra. [In October. 

BEAUTIFULLLY ILLUSTRATED EDITION (A CHOICE PRASENTATION VOLUME). 

SPRINGHAVEN : a Tale of the Great War. By R. D. Buackmorge, Author of 
“ Lorna Doone.” With Sixty-four Lilustrations by ALFRED PARSONS and F, BARNARD. Square 
demy 8vo. cloth extra, gilt edges. [Ready in October. 

NEW GAMES OF PATIENCE. By Lapy ADELAIDE CADOGAN. Containing 
34 New Games, including “ The Jubilee Game.” With Coloured Diagrams. 4to. cloth extra, 123. 6d. 

THE PY''CHLEY HUNT, PAST AND PRESENT : Its History, from its Founda- 
tion to the Present Day. With Personal Anecdotes, and Memoirs of the Masters and principal 
Members. By H. 0. NETHERCOTE, Esq., fifty years a Member of this famous Hunt. Mlustrated by 
anthorised Portraits, and a View ot the old Pytchley Hall. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 8s. 6d. 

NICHOLAS GODFRIED VAN KAMPEN, Historian and Man of Letters: a 
Bicgraphy. With Fxtracts from his Writings, including a Dutch View of the Belgian Revolution. 
With a Portrait of N.G. VAN KAMPEN by SAMUEL RICHARD VAN KAMPEN, F.R.G.S., Correspond- 
ing Member of the Dutch and American Geographical Societies, Author of “ The Dutch in the 
Arctic Seas,” &e. Demy 8vo. cloth, 2 vols. 3 

THE CORSAIRS OF FRANCE. By C. B. Norman (late 90th Light Infantry), 
Author of “ Tonkin; or, France in the Far East,” &c., &c, With Portraits and Maps. 1 vol 
demy 8vo. cloth, 18s, : 

THE BOY TRAVELLERS ON THE CONGO. Adventures of Two Youths ina 
Journey with Heury M. Stanley, “ Through the Dark Continent.” By THOMAS W. Knox, Anthor 
ef “ The Boy Travellers in the Far Hast,” “ In South America,” and “In Russia,’ “ Tbe Young 
Nimrods,” “ The Voyage of the ‘ Vivian,’ ” &c, &c. Demy 8vo. cloth extra, numerous Illustrations, 

A NEW WORK ON TRADE AND TRAVAU IN CHINA, 

THROUGH THE YANG-TSE GORGES; or, Trade and Travel in Western 
CHINA. By ARCAIBALD J. LITTLE, F.R.G.S., of Ichang. With Man. 8vo. cloth. 

NEW AND EXCITING STURY BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE WRECK OF THE ‘ GROSVENOR,” 

THE FROZEN PIRATE. By W. CLARK Rosse. 2 vols. 

OUR NEW ZEALAND COUSINS. By the Hon. JAmuEs INGLIS (Maori), Small 
post 8ro. cloth, 6s. 

THROUGH CENTRAL ASIA : with an App :ndix on the Diplomacy and Delimita- 
tion of the Russo-Afghan Frontier. Illustrated with 7é Hngravings and a Map showing the Frontier 
as offici lly negotiated and the Author’s Route. By HmNRY LAN<DELL, D.D., M.R.A‘S., F.R.G.S., 
Author of “ Torough Siberia.” and “ Russian Central Asia, including Kuldja, Bokhara, Khiva, 
aud Merv.” Demy 8vo. 700 pages, 12s. 

A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL DAIRY FARMING. By H. Upton. Crown 8vo. 
boards. 

NEW GLOSSARY OF THE OBSCURE WORDS IN SHAKESPHARE, AND 
THE DRAMATISTS OF THE SHVENTEENTA CHNTORY. By CHARLES Mackay, LL.D., 
F.S.A., Author of “ The Gaelic Ktymology of the Languages of Western Europe.” In 1 vol. demy 


8vo. cloth extra, £1 ls, 
NOVELS. . 
Knight (A. L.).—In the Web of Destiny. lvol. | How (A. B.).—His Sisters. 2 vole. crown 8vo. 


Gibbon (Chas.).—Yuarmouth Coast, a . ; 
Tha Maid anid the Monleow§ vole: fo rey eee Demy 8vo. cloth (a Story of 


Field (Mrs.) —Ancl . By Mrs. H e Fie'd. 
pa eor ys pap eta bers See teat Hermosa ; or, ia the Valleys of the Andes. By 


2 vcls. crown 8v0., 12s. 
Mrs. J. H. Martin. 2 vols. crown 8vo., 12s. 


De Leon (Edwin).—Under the Stars and Under 
the Crescent. 2 vols. crown 8yo., 12s. Raphael Ben Isaac. By John Bradshaw. 2 vols. 


STOCKTON, THE HUNDREDTH MAN. Small post 8vo. cloth, 63, (forming new 
Volume of Low’s Standard Novels.) 

PEN AND PENCIL IN ASIA MINOR ; or Notes from the Levant. By WILLIAM 
CocHnraN, Member of the Society of Arta; the High'aad and Agricultural Society, London and 
Edinburgh ; and formerly of the Asiatic Society, London and Shanghai. Illustrated with Kighty- 
nine Engravings, made chiefly from Water-Oolonr Sketches by the Author. Demy 870. cloth extra 


London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, AND RIVINGTON, 


_ St, Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet reet. 

















B.A. Bambridge, 


MANUFAGTURER OF HIGH- 
CLASS 


RODS AND 
TACKLE 


For all Paris of the 
World. 


NEW LIST now ready, GRATIS, 
150 pages, 100 illustrations, 






ESTABLISHED 1790, 
ESTABLISHED 1790, 


ETON-0X-THAMES. 


“Tt appears a most carefully 
and ably prepared Catalogue ; in 
fact, the most complete, I fancy, 
ever published.” -H, CHOLMONDE- 
LEY-PENNELL, Esq. 


MORRISS’S 
PATENT 
ECLIPSE 
SPINNER, 


See opinions of the Press in Field, Gazette, 
Lishing, Sporting World, &e., &e. 


See reportin “GazETTE” of Morriss’ New 
Hybrid Phantom. Pike size, 2s.; Trout size, ls. 


AWARDED OVER 1,600 NOW IN USE, 


GOLD MEDAL, LIVERPOOL, 1886.| TESTIMONIALS from all parts of the 
This Whisky is considered by the medical United Kingdom, 


faculty to be superior to the finest French 
Brandy, Baa ne ae will be found an ex Will Spin Live or Dead Baits— 
cellent substitute. <p: 
Natural or Artificial. 
PIKE SIZE, 2s, TROUT SIZE, ls. 3d, 


May be had in Cases and Casks, 
Also Manufacturer of every Description of 


FOR SAMPLES AND QUOTATIONS APPLY TO THE 
Bushmills Old Distillery Co,| BAITS, LINES, RODS, AND TASKLE, 
WHOLESALE ONLY. 


(LIMITED), 
OFFICES AND STORES: : 
HILL STREET, BELFAST.| Marston Works, Redditch. 


BUSHMILLS 


PURE OLD 


MALT WHISKY 


FIRST PRIZE MEDAL, CORK, 1883. 


EXTRACT FROM JUDGES’ AWARD. 
“SECTION E—MALT WHISKY.—The 
place of honour here was obtained by No. 
16 (Bushmills). I firmly believe the future 
of the best quality and most nutritious 
description of Irish Whisky lies here.” 
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FISHINGS TO LET. 


MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This firs:-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona, I.0.M.) 


DURBYSHIRE, 


MATLOCK AND CROMFORD 
ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 








Oulton Broad Fishery, 
LOWESTOFT. 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Fisheries Act.) 

Quarters, Wherry Hotel, Mutford 
Bridge. Beautifully situated. G, 
MASON, Proprietor, Established nearly 
a century. Boats, 2s.; full bait, 1s. ; 
men, 4s. per day. Terms for stopping 
visitors on application. Gravel and 
sandy soil. 








TROUL and GRAYLING 


FISHING, 


The PROPRIETOR of the 


RADRORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, 


Presteign, Radnor, 
Offers SUPERIOR ACCOMMSDATION 
to Anglers and their Families. 











Grevnounp moran Sa 
~ CROMFORD, FISHERS 


is most conveniently situated, being close to theriver 
Derwent (well stocked with Grayling and Trout). 


See “ Red Spinner,” in the Field of Sept, 3rd, 1887, 
For particulars apply to 
MATTHEW HILL, Proprietor, 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


GAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary, 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 





TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING. 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELOOH BRIDGE, 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 

The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
ofthe stream, which is Well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, withont doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will find in the “ bosky dells ” of Coquet- 
side an ample field fer research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s, 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—¥or further 
particulars, address THE MANAGHRESS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberiand 


EXCELLENT ‘TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCHSTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 


N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable. The Teme is 


455350 REWARD 


To those who can prove that D. SLATER is not by 
far the largest Manufacturer of Rods and Reels 
in the County of Nottinghamshire. 





pene, IN THE NORTH AND 

WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, é&c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 

Craven Heraid 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
aéighbourhood of these rivers, 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
btained at the office of this paper. 





ANGLERS’ REQUISITES, 
BEST QUALITY, REASONABLE PRICES, 
Mrs. RICHARD ROUTLEDGE, 
Widow of the late DICKY ROUTLEDGE, 


FERGUSON'S LANE, CARLISLE 
No connection with any Ship whatever, 




















The JUBILEE TROUT OUTFIT will astonish you. 


It consists of a beautiful Balanced and well finishe1 Fly Rod, 2 tos, ia a partition 
case ; a superior Bronzed Revolving Plate Reel, and 30 yards of the finest quality 
Waterproof Silk Line. The lot for 15s. 
SLATER’S FINEST QUALITY SALMON RODS, 
2 Tops, Solid Fittings, and Double Brazed, 16ft., 253, ; 17ft., 27s. 6d.; 18ft , 30s, 


A 4in. Revolving Plate SALMON REEL, finest Hardened Steel Works, 


manufactured by the Advertiser, price 15s., worth 303, ; suitable for Slater’s 16 
17, and 18 feet Salmon Rods. 
A GREENHEART FLY ROD perfect action ani beautifully finished, in 


partition case, warranted to stand hard wear, post free, 73. 6d. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE OF RODS AND REELS. 
D. S. has received the Highest Awards in the World for these goods. 
Three. Joint Rods, 5s., 7s. 6d., 83. 6d., 10s, 6d.,and 12s. 6d. each. 
Four-Joint, superior, post free, at 5s., 7s., 8s., 10s., and 12s. each. 





PLEASE NOTE THE ADDRESS, 


D. SLATER, Portland Street, Newark. 


WORKS—HARDY’S YARD, STODMAN STREET. METAL RERL WORKS and TIMBER STORES— 
EGGLESTON YARD, MARKET PLACE N@WARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 


Charming Scenery and Health Resort. Posting. . 


Oocr. 8, 1887. THE 


~—|nns of Court family hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


LTOoBACCOs. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRDS EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx ’’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND KUTCHINSON), 
rs Ez I ID A. Xa, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 
one Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & H i 
On Label. ie 8 { or Lo belie pkg at eat } Kendal, 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 


ESTABLISHED 1745. 
FLIS for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and all 


other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 









GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 








Hackle Flies, Is. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23, 6d. 
per aozer. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags. 23. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 
Hooks, HVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING, GQ. H. is Agent for 
Fly Fishing, as used by some 

_Anglers. Agent-for Messrs. 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 

PIKE and GENERAL Pogaat hairs the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 
onth, 
George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C 
Oontributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return reject J ess ac s 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. La ee 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 

has Special Patterns for Dry- 

of the best Hampshire 

1 Eaton and Deller's Rods, 

Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.,’s 
to Dress Them.’ QG, H., having rersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 

and the Provinces. 


Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and 
-Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 
Fishing, both in North and Seuth Country Streams, is able to advise his 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 





_ TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
~The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Oo, 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. , 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland 
» Six Months ” ” ” ” ’ 
& Three Months ,, 5 a ‘3 “ Reaaasete son 2 8 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 
fae - re ADVERTISEMENTS, 
pplications respecting advertisements should be addressed to th 

168 Fiect-streets Penton: o the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 





TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 
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CHUB - FISHING. 


EXCLUDING Father Izaak, “Nottin 2 iley i 
gham” Bailey, the genial 
“J. P. W.,” and the “Trent Otter,” few angling writers on 
angling have accorded to the chub his proper place as a sport- 
giving fish for high and low. All the year round he will feed, 
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and he may be enticed with a greater diversity of baits than any of 
the class “ Pisces” that I know. I caught one this very week, it 
occurs to me as I write, when spinning the minnow for trout. 

Tt would be an easy thing to recount many entertaining chub stories, both real 
and imaginary, that have come under my notice, with more or less of what is 
known to newspaper men as “ padding,” e.g., descriptions of fine summer 
evenings, beautiful scenery, amusing conversations, good dinners—anything or 
everything else ; but as I take it the object of these papers is primarily to 
give such practical, useful information to the would-be “chubbist,” as will 
enable him to understand the most killing method of capturing the object 
of his desires, I shall content myself with a plain and, I hope, an intelligible 
description of the way I fish myself when out after chub, without any 
attempt at fine writing. 

Though he isa bold biter, yet if the angler suddenly heaves in sight, our 
friend the chub will disappear like a wreath of mist the moment his remark- 
ably quick vision apprises him of the fact. Hence, to my mind, the best 
method of negotiating a chub-swim is the so-called Nottingham style, with 
its peculiar valuable adaptations for keeping out of sight, as practised on the 
Trent by perhaps the best “fine and far off” chub-fishers in the world. The 
rod used is a light, springy three-joint one, of red deal and lancewood, about 
12ft. long, with upright rings (not more than nine). A good one may be 
bought at a very moderate figure from any respectable maker of Nottingham 
tackle. ‘ 

The reel should be a light, free-running, wooden one, of walnut or mahogany, 
with a cross-back to prevent warping. It should not be less than 4in. diameter, 
because a sudden wind-up is often required when the fish bolts for the nearest 
cover, as it will often do on being hooked. To this end, also, the drum should 
be packed before winding on the line, so that it is nearly filled when ready for 
use. Iam extremely particular about this article of my outfit, keeping the 
spindle constantly oiled, and the reel itself well varnished both inside and out- 
side, which will prevent it swelling and sticking in wet weather. My best 
Slater's “ Centre-pin Combination” will run for five minutes without stopping. 


Not less than 80 yards of fine silk line should be used, a little stouter than 
that which is employed when roach and dace-fishing. In my opinion, for float 
work, the twist lines are much more preferable than the plaited, because they 
are lighter, and not holding water so long as the other kind, are dry sooner—a 
most important consideration, as the fisherman will soon find out. Besides this, 
they do not wear out so quickly with the continual travelling through the rings. 
When it does begin to get rather the worse for wear, the line should be turned 
and used at the other end. The last twenty yards of its length should be lightly 
rubbed with a bit of mutton suet ; this will make it float well on the surface. 

The hook-tackle should consist of about 4ft. of the finest round undrawn gut 
that you can procure, stained a very faint watery blue. The float should be a 
large goose-quill, or a small pelican, and the hook, when worm-fishing, a No. 6 
round bend white Carlisle ; for all other baits I prefer the Kendal sneck-bend, 
when made by a trustworthy firm. When weighting the float I never put any 
skot nearer than 18in. to the hook, and I like a good many small shot much 
better than a few large, as they offer less impediment to the strike, do not 
alarm the wary fish, and do not chafe the gut. It will be worth the angler's 
while to take a little extra trouble in this direction. A light landing-net witha 
long handle completes the equipment. 

I have been thus particular to describe every minute detail of the tackle for 
the tyro’s benefit, because the best masters of the art that I know are invariably 
exacting about the little matters of their outfit, and I am convinced that it tells 
on the bag. 

With regard to the baits with which chub may be beguiled, I am fairly at a 
loss where to begin, for their name is legion. Worms will take them nearly all 
the year round, and as chub like a bait with plenty of substance about it, a 
well-scoured lobworm is to be preferred to any other worm-bait, especially the 
one without the knot, which goes by the name of the “ maiden” lob. In winter 
the best bait is bullock’s pith and brains, the former being the spinal marrow 
cut into inch lengths for the hook, whilst the latter is chewed and spit into the 
water to draw the fish together. Another good autumn and winter bait is 
greaves, or scratching, but for summer and autumn I know no better bait than 
wasp grub, used in a big bunch, which form a ‘“bonne-bouche” that Cyprinus 
cephalus will seldom decline. Paste made from strong-smelling cheese of the 
“cheap and nasty” sort is a useful bait in summer, while for the big, bronzed 
Jumbos, boiled crayfish tail is “ great medicine.” 

Cherries, gentles, caddis, shrimps, bees, beetles, ‘‘iocusts,” cockchafers, and 
young frogs (cast like a fly-minnow) will all catch chub at times. During 
the few weeks after spawning time, and also, as I have proved to my entire 
satisfaction, on warm winter days, live minnows will be taken with avidity, and 
they always catch the biggest fish. I have often been amused when reading the 
GAZETTE and its contemporaries to finda capture made with live bait recorded 
as a phenomenon. Those who are in the secret know very well that frequently 
the live minnow will take fish when nothing else will, not only in summer, but 
in winter. When trouting with Lumsden in the Old Fleet at Windsor last year, 
my live-bait, a big gudgeon, was mashed up by a large chub, and the thing 
happened more than once; Lumsden tells me thas they take the bait tail 
first in a strong stream. I may say in passing, though not strictly 
within the scope of this paper, that in summer chub will rise bravely at an 
artificial fly, either a large Palmer, red or black, dressed full in the body, with 
silver tinsel ; or a big Alder or Red Spinner, tipped with a couple of fat gentles. 
In the evening, an imitation of the white Ghost-moth (Hepiolus hwmuli) is a 
capital lure. The fly should be thrown from a boat, which (Mr. Francis recom- 
mends) should be managed by a friend who is himself an angler, can keep low, 
and anticipate your wishes with regard to the casts you wish to make. Ona 
good chub river, splendid sport is to be often had in this way, dropping down 
with the stream, especially if the angler can manage to make his fly light on the 
surface of the willow leaves, which so often form good chub cover, and from 
thence fillip it gently down on the water. Success generally attends the 
masterly achievement of this manceuvre ; it is so deceptive to the wide-mouthed 
gentry below. 

Having now described the tackle and baits, let me take the would-be chub- 
fisher with me to the water-side in imagination. How is he to know those parts 
of the river in which chub lie, and those in which they are never found? Bailey 
says that a sandy bottom is no good for chub. I believe nothing beats alternate 
gravel and clay. Let me describe a capital chub swim that I know which holds 
good fish all the year round. It is a smoothly gliding reach below a 
sharp stream, with an average depth of about 6ft. with a hole here 
and there much deeper. On one side of the pool a row of bushy 
willow - trees overhang the water, both grateful shade and insect 
food to the great white-lipped fellows who may be seen lazily wagging 
their huge tails in clear, green depths below. The other side is bounded by 
high clay banks, with now and then a deep swirly hole eaten out by the current. 


These holes are just the thing for worm-fishing with the ledger—a very killing 
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one, by the way. ‘There are always chub here, except during and after spawn- 
ing time, and then for about three weeks they are to be seen in the streams 
above scouring themselves among the mossy grayel. I know also of several 
pikey-looking rush-fringed backwaters and deep quiet pools where chub are 
never absent in winter. In such a place, in January, 1884, I caught a grand 
dish of chub, seven in number, with the live minnow, without moving a yard 
from the spot where I stood. . The two-best fish went 6lb. 


* (To. be continued.) 


TT EE PO TE 


ANOTHER AMATEUR ANGLER-NATURALIST ON SOME 
ANTIPODEAN HORNETS, &c. 


THAT dear old ““Amateur Angler” makes one almost desire to 
be a boy (like himself) again, and go “a-wasping” in his company, 
I presume, Mr. Editor, that you know him personally, and I am 
sure you must be proud to insert any article bearing that honoured 
name. Jeffries, the Amateur Poacher, who delighted all the world 
with his writings, is no more. Would that that “ Amateur 
Angler” of yours (of owrs) had more leisure, and could sit down 
under the shade of some fine old yew, in the heart of the country, 
and write for our especial benefit from morning to night. 

When there és water in ourrivers he chats away akout trout and grayling, and 
when the rivers are dry he taketh us into the fields, and maketh us feel like 
boys again. 

Hornets are not fishes, any more than “fleas are not lobsters” ; but we all feel 
“jolly glad” (I feel that’sa boyish touch anyhow) to read about wasps and 
hornets, to laugh at the daring of Little Toddler, and admire the heroism of 
Joyce. Oh, “ Amateur Angler,” whoever you may be, you have handled a pen 
before now! Indeed, and indeed, I almost feel inclined to turn traitor, and 
tear off your mask, but that your writings have already revealed your identity. 

May I only ask, and in all humility (I am not a “scholard naturalist ”—7.e., 
I have never given natural history more than a “skim ” over), for information ? 
It has ever been my belief that the sting of the bee and the wasp differ in this 
important particular : the bee’s sting is one mass of small barbs, and, once in, 
cannot be withdrawn by the honey bee, which stings and dies, or becomes harm- 
less for ever. The sting of the Vespa vulgaris, and I also fancied that of the 
Vespa crabio (both wasps, though the latter is named the hornet), were, I thought, 
perfectly smooth like a needle, and this gives the wasp tribe the power of sting- 
ing as often as they like—a power waspy seems to enjoy to his heart's content 
should you put him inside your trowsers on a fine summer morning just as you 
fancy yourself fit for the breakfast table. Iask for light. I confess when I 
turned up a book of natural history to-day it seemed to me as if there was 
everything else but a description of the stings of the bee and wasp, and threw 
the book down as if it was full of wasp stings itself—but enough ! 

I sojourned for over five years in the Port Curtis district, Queensland, and I 
used to read nature from the live animal, Sir, for I had hardly a book of refer- 
ence up country with me. I know this, that the most profound ignorance 
generally prevails even amongst gentlemen who are engaged in pastoral pursuits 
of all that pertains to natural science in a wild country like-this. Nay, even 
pity, not to say contempt, is freely bestowed on the “amateur naturalist.” May 
I give a few of my experiences in a perfectly unformal, discursive fashion? I 
had hardly been a month up country when I was filled with a desire to make a 
collection of butterflies. Alas! I did not understand then the mysteries of 
nets, killing bottles, setting boards, pins, and such like trifling matters of detail ; 
I had but my legs, my arms, and my hat. One day a lot of black fellows came 
up to the station, and I soon enlisted a few of the most intelligent-looking 
fellows into my service. I pointed outa butterfly, saying that “ figs” of tobacco 
would reward the industrious black brudder. 

They scattered right and left, and I rubbed my hands in anticipation. I had 
forgotten the incident, and-was wandering down to the creek, gun in hand, to 
shoot ducks, when I saw a huge black fellow break cover, and rush at me in a 
state of evident excitement. Did he mean to murder me with his waddy, or 
nullah- nullah—a short club pointed at either end, and thrown with great force 
and precision—for if so, I should pepper him with No. 6. “Ah’la,” “ Gin’dee !” on 
he came! His eyes were blazing and his teeth were grinning ; but it soon 
became evident that he was in an ecstasy of delight. Had he found a nugget, 
or lost his mother-in-law? I thought the latter the most probable event of the 
two. -Runuing still harder from another direction came another, and I stood 
still in amazement. Are all the mothers-in-law killed off to-day? Is it a kind 
of Jubilee day amongst sons-in-law ?» If so, why was I only a bachelor? Sad 
reflections like these filled my brain; when black No. 1 bounded into my arms 
almost. He was very hot, and I involuntarily put my pocket-handkerchief up to 
my nose. It wasa close day, and the wind was blowing my black boy literally 
into my arms, and, ahem! he was just a trifle “ foxy.” 

Suddenly he opened the palm of his left hand with a shout of triumph. It 
was a nugget after all! Devil a bit, though—it wasn’t. There, in that palm, lay in 
“ bitties ” wings, heads, bodies, and legs, and when I saw it was the mortal remains 
of some half-dozen butterflies, I said, “‘ How you catch him, this fellow butter- 
fly ?””. He held up his waddy, and then sent it spinning through the air like a 
boomerang to show how he had managed it. I remember that I had a pain in 
my side for some time after thisevent, and that I felt fatigued. I laughed, 
and this set them laughing ; it grew infectious, and I laughed till I became sore. 
It was well worth the tobacco, that side-shaker. That was twenty-six years ago, 
and I don’t often get a side-shaker nowadays. Need Isay that I thought collect- 
ing butterflies was not my forte. My boys nowadays have made me quite an 





adept in the art ; but, alas! it is not half the fun of the good old days—no, nor ° 


a quarter. 

Now, with our crass ignorance, we speak of all the wasp tribe as hornets. 
They are very plentiful, and’as various ay plentiful in Queensland. The honey 
bee of the country is stingless, and so to obtain “sugar bag,” as the blacks call 
“the comb,” entails only a climb up some hollow tree and cutting out with the 
tomahawk, : iss ~f 

The hornets present some varieties. The smallest is no larger than a house 
fly, and hangs its nest in bushes, and I have twice got in for it, for the little 
beggars charge. gamely and sting sharply, though the effect lasts but a short 
time. There is an interesting variety called the mason hornet, which builds 
his nest like a bit of honeycomb, only with clay for wax, and the pipes, 
five or six in number, or even more, gradually built side by side like organ pipes, 
and then sealed up. I remember noticing one of them flying daily past my 
nose, and going into my bookcase (a small one). I used to watch him alight on 
a particular book, crawl along the top of it, get behind it, and then from 
behind it came regularly a sound of “ bizz, bizz, bizz!” say for five minutes or so, 
and ‘then silence, and Mr. Hornet would fly past me out of the open window, and 
return aftera time to resume his “ bizz, bizzing.’” I purposely let him alone, 


and when he seemed to have discontinued his labours, and some time 
had elapsed, I one day quietly and cautiously removed my books. There 
were his clay cells, say, an inch and a half in length and about one-eighth of an 
inch in diameter—beautifully sealed up. I opened the first and found the grub 
of a hornet, and to my amazement the others were filled with—what do you 
think, ‘ Amateur Angler” ?—with dead spiders—food, I suppose, for the pro- 
vision of the young hornet. : 

I have on various occasions found the nests full of spiders since that discovery, 
and I have often seen them carrying the spiders, when passing into the nest, in 
an outhouse or wool-shed. It is a funny-looking “ vespa” this, with his thorax 
and body united by such a thin pedicle, that you can hardly understand how the 
head can have time to telephone ito the ant-like body the brief command, 
“ Sting him!” Amongst the rarer varieties was a very large, thick-built, hand- 
some, solitary hornet, with a scarlet “ what d’ye call’em” towards his sting. He 
also builds a clay nest, and, so far as I remember, I only saw one during my stay, 
and, if I may, I will tell how I recognised it at all. ' 

T had been riding in the tropical summer sun, and I was tired. Arriving at a 
shepherd’s hut, and finding the man out, I walked in at the open door and sat 
down on the butt-end of a log that served for seat, earth floor for Brussels 
carpet, and rafters covered with bark for roof and ceiling. I remember as I sat 
there how my forehead simply dripped on the dry floor—so hot was I. An un- 
usually loud and deep basso profundo “boom” made me aware that a hornet of 
unusual size had entered. He hovered about for a moment, and then settled on 
two large, solitary, clay cells attached to the side of one of the rafters. 


“Hal” I said, “a case of home at last,” and I watched, feeling a kind of 
respect for that big brute overhead, with his (pardon me, Reverend Chaplain 
of “F. G.”—oh! how I thank thee for the word) scarlet ‘‘doup,” as he entered 
into possession, and, as he placed his head in, commenced a bizzing, then a buzzing, 
then an angry booming, and, before I could remove from my stool, two enormous 
red-douped hornets, locked together, fell within a foot of my toes, and ith a 
perceptible little thud, and, despite the fall, fighting as scarcely no two hornets 
had ever fought before. I could have ended it all by lifting my boot, but I 
was delighted at the novelty of the situation, and I wanted to see it fought 
out. 

It was evident that I passed fora bit of an old tree, or anything, for there 
they lay hugging, and biting, and stinging like two demon hornets. Suddenly 
one rose and flew out, and the other, after a moment of reflection, to my great 
surprise, followed him. Had the warrior found a strange gentleman in his wife’s 
apartment, or had it been a case of an old friend ?—for it was evident that both 
were males. It seemed to meas if the hornet had only the two cells, and pos- 
sibly one of them was intended for winter food when completed ; but they were 
quite out of my reach, and I fancy both unfinished. 

I remember going ona picnic with some neighbours—a two days’ ride to reach 
the house—the only marriageable young lady in the district at the journey's end. 
Every fellow, save myself, had “ popped,” and “ the leddy had said na,” as that 
quaint lady answered the Laird o’ Cockpen. Why should not I venture Pe dit 
was evidently the correct thing to do, and the ‘ picnic” was to last-four days ! 
Home each night for music, &c. Just within a few miles of our destination, 
we were cantering together through the open timber, and I found myself sud- 
denly deserted by my companions, who scattered to right and left as I passed 
under the low bough of a tree. In another moment I saw a cloud of hornets 
round me. I was ona very high-spirited horse, my dear old faithful “ Mam- 
moth”; but if he started buck-jumping and I was thrown, I might be 
stung to death, so I rammed in the spurs and shouted out, “Go on 122 
holding both hands well down, and setting well back, and prepared for the 
buck-jumping. He had thrown and half killed a friend some time previously, 
after breaking both girth straps, and sending man and saddle flying—so I had 
to look out. Then my vision became obscured for a moment, as on that ridge 
or septum which divides the nostrils into two I saw, to my dismay, that a 
hornet had taken up his quarters. Atithe went! Oh, ‘‘ Amateur Angler,” some- 
one must have taken the barbs off his fish-hook. 

I dared not move; I had to use both hands to keep my horse in hand, for he 
was excited—going like the wind—and there was a risk of running foul of a 
tree. It was too much for human nature at last, and I raised my hand, only to 
find that someone seemed to have glued him on! At last he dropped off dead. 
The other fellows joined me now in roars of laughter. They said that they had 
kept silence to allow me fairly to get caught in the trap, and to prevent me 
following them. Also, perhaps, the young lady was a consideration, and my pipe 
was out for good. : 

She had never seen me till now, and who could look twice at a man whose 
nose looked as if:he had been first drinking and then ina “mill”? I took the 
hint and did not propose. How my nose blushed and swelled I need hardly 


say. : 
By the way, next evening a painful incident occurred in the little drawing- 
room. “She” was opening a bagatelle table, and put her hand inside to lift up 


the lid, when suddenly she gave a little suppressed cry and withdrew her hand 
quickly, evincing pain. We opened the table and found a scorpion, which had 
just stung her. Fortunately, it was a small one, and not dangerous. Need 1 
say that all of us gallantly went to her assistance. She earns my everlasting 
respect to this hour ; for, after some simple remedy was applied, and a rag 
wrapped round her finger, she resolutely refused further sympathy, and went 
on playing as if nothing had happened. Of course, she must have been suffer- 
ing pain, and who bears pain like a brave woman? Few men according to my 
experience, and I have had exceptional opportunities of observing both sexes. 


I will close this by relating a very ghastly combat between two large tarantulas 
—huge spiders with strong, black, poisonous nippers, the bite from which gives, 
T am told, intense suffering, and is not without risk. 

I was called into the “bachelor quarters” by a friend who was in bed 
reading. The tarantulas had fallen from the roof, apparently in a deadly feud, 
on an empty bed. Istood close to them, watching intently. The prominent, 
beady eyes glittered and rolled savagely, and the long, hairy legs, with sharp 
claws, moved slowly but viciously, as they reared up on end in a deadly, unearthly 
embrace. . Soon, to my horror, I saw that one of the limbs was cut clean off at 
the joint, falling on the coverlid, and then the loathsome blood, which resembles 
green paint, oozed out on the counterpane! I think I saw another limb dis- 
membered, and then I lifted a stick, and sent them flying off the bed, and 
Tae killed both... I was thoroughly disgusted, and even sickened by the _ 
sight. : ea 

Another night there had been a perfect deluge. I had gone to bed, and was 
lying still, when my hair was sharply tugged. I turned out in a moment, and 
went into my friend B.’s room, who was reading, as was his nightly custom, the 
Saturday, Homeward Mail, Times, &c., all sent regularly by his brother, Major B., 
from India, then resident magistrate at Trichinopoly. c } 3 

“ Bring your light, Tom, and come to my assistance,” I said ; and in we went. 

There, on my pillow, was an enormous centipede.. Now, if I had a horror, it 
was for centipedes—they made me shudder. 
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I killed him with a whip, after a few bad shots, and then I lifted my pillow to 
show him off, when—thunder and lightning !—a smaller one was just under- 
neath. I killed him, too; but I was out of that room, you'll bet, till I could 
hunt him well in the daylight. And I went across and took one of the spare 
beds poner given to travellers in the “bachelor’s quarters,” and there 
camped, 

Thus ends this little chapter. I may add that any old Australian will at once 
recognise how the wet outside had driven in the centipedes for shelter. It is 
always worth keeping a look-out when heavy rains succeed a long drought— 
snakes, centipedes et hoc genus omne are apt to smuggle up in a way that is no 
doubt highly satisfactory to themselves, but less so to the inmates. 

Ah! “Amateur Angler,’ forgive this very amateurish /itlératewr and 
naturalist, who makes his final bow in the latter capacity. 

KE. M. Top. 


P.S.—Since I wrote my paper on “ Hornets,” I find that the ‘ Hornet and 
Wasp” paper of the “Amateur Angler” has been incorporated in a very 
delightful little book, recently published by Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, 
and Co., called ‘Fresh Woods and Pastures New,” and which I would recom- 
mend all men—anglers and lovers of Nature in particular—to purchase without 
delay. The author of “ An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale,” and “ Frank’s 
Ranche, or My Holiday in the Rockies,” can well venture to write this series of 
instructive and most pleasing papers. It is an open secret that, as a man of 
letters, the ‘‘ Amateur Angler” is distinguished in the world of literature, and 
when he chooses simple themes for his holiday pen—why, he only ‘“ Stoops to 
Conquer” his readers. ‘The preface is a touching one, and I am sure that even 
the deast thoughtful of readers who have followed him in Dovedale and the 
Rockies will join the writer in the prayer that the “great sorrow,” whatever 
gs be its nature, may be speedily and permanently removed from the hearth 
of a man— 

“Who prayeth well, and loveth well 
Both man, and bird, and beast,” 





SPORT UNDER DIFFICULTIES —A WET WEEK. 
By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


THERE are very few men among my acquaintance whom I would 
so readily select as a companion for an angling excursion as my 
friend ‘Jim Marston.” Falstaffian in build, smiling in countenance, 
and not easily put out of temper, he is the very tyye-of a jolly 
Yorkshireman ; and when I add to the above qualifications the fact 
that he is an excellent judge of Scotch whisky and a good cigar, 
can throw a trout fly as deftly as most men, and is always open to 
make one of a whist or nap party if the journey-be a long one, 
most of my readers will readily understand my reasons for usually 
going to him first of anyone when I am in search of a companion 
to join me in a “ day off.” 

September had come, and with it the long-looked-for rain. For two whole 
days Jupiter Pluvius had reigned supreme, and on the evening of the second day 
a telegram reached me from a friend residing higher up the valley containing 
the joyful intelligence that the Wharfe had risen fully six inches, and that 
there was every prospect of a good fresh before morning. 

There was no time to be lost. I soon laid out my plans, and donning my 
mackintosh (for it was still raining), I lighted my pipe, and was soon at my 
friend’s house holding a council of war. It was then Wednesday night. Owing 
to some particular business that I had to see after on the morrow, I could not 
get away myself until Friday. We therefore arranged that Jim, his wife, and 
mine should drive on the following day from Pool to Appletreewick, take up 
their quarters at the New Inn, and that I would join them on the Friday night, 
driving from Skipton. 

Mr. Chapman, the landlord of the New Inn, was in readiness at Skipton 
Station when I arrived by train from Keighley on the afternoon of the day in 
question, and very soon we were spinning away through the village of Embsay 
and out into the wild moorland country beyond. Up to this point the weather 
had been perfectly fine, and we were just congratulating ourselves upon our 
good fortune when some big drops came splashing down, the landscape became 
blurred and blotted, a heavy mist obscured the summits of the lofty hills, and 
it became very evident that the remainder of the journey would afford but 
small opportunities for congratulation. 


A little further on the road we passed the Duke of Devonshire’s shooting 


party returning from their day on the moors. 
pelled them to desist from their sport. 

Barden Town at last. Hooray! We are not far from home now: justa 
glimpse of the swollen river as we cross the picturesque old bridge in the fading 
light, a short drive down a typical country lane, and we pull up in front of the 
New Inn. Out rush Jim and the ladies to welcome me. The comfort of a 
well-lighted room and a blazing fire soon made me forget the discomforts of 
my journey. After dinner and sundry pipes, and after learning from Inman, 
the river-watcher, that there would be ‘a good bold fly water” in the morning, 
we turned in between the sheets to dream of beautifully fine weather and no 
end of sport. 

The morning opened fine but cloudy, and after making a hearty breakfast 
we donned our waders and proceeded to inspect the river, leaving the ladies 
preparing to set out for a drive into the country. I should here state, for the 
information of those of my readers who are unacquainted with the fact, that 
the water that we were about to fish is preserved by the Appletreewick, Barden, 
and Burnsall Angling Association ; their liberty extends from Barden Bridge 
to Linton Stepping Stones—a distance of about five miles as the river flows— 
and includes some of the best trout and grayling water on the Wharfe. There 
is, however, a break of about a mile which Mr. Chapman owns ; but any member 
of the club using his house can include this in his fishing. We found the river 
in the condition that Inman had predicted—viz., a good bold fly water ; but 
as we did not see anything stirring so early, we commenced to fish with worm 
and wasp-grub respectively in a sandy-bottomed pool, into the centre of which 
a strong stream was running. 

_Jim drew first blood, in the shape of a nice half-pound trout, which fell a 
victim to the seductive influence of wasp-grub, and then I killed a brace in rapid 
succession. 

“Ab ! that was a rise, Jim!” I suddenly shonted, as an eddying circle at the 
edge of the stream heralded the death of the first fy that I had seen. “ And 
see, bees is another. I shall try fly,” I continued, suiting my actions to the 
word, 

My casting-line was soon ready—a green insect for tail fly, with Stone Midge, 
Snipe Bloa, and a fancy fly for droppers. 


The storm had eyidently com- 


Just as I was making my first casts, a pattering sound on the trees caused me 
to look up ; and, sure enough, the rain was commencing once more, with an 
evident intention of treating us to something more substantial than a passing 
shower ; and even so it proved. We fished steadily up to Burnsall—a distance 
of some two miles from the point where we commenced ; but the rain abated 
not, and when the distant rumble of thunder, a vivid flash of lightning, and an 
increased vigour in the rainfall warned us that a thunderstorm was at hand, we 
were glad to make tracks for the Red Lion Hotel, near Burnsall Bridge, and 
have a chat with Mr. Thompson, the landlord (who is an enthusiastic fly- 
fisher), until the storm had passed ; then we turned out once more, and although 
the rain was still descending pretty heavily, we took up our fly-rods and resumed 
our fishing. 

About a quarter of a mile below the bridge at Burnsall there is a corner 
stream with a back eddy under some trees, and as we were passing this point I 
saw several good fish rising steadily. I extended my flies over one of them, 
and the gleam of a white belly in the coffee-coloured water at once warned me 
that I had attracted the attention of a good grayling. I replied by a gentle 
turn of the wrist, and the next moment was engaged in a game of pully-hauly ; 
but only for a moment, and then the flies floated in the air. Two others were 
hooked and lost in the same way during the next five minutes, and then I dis- 
covered that the fish were rising freely, but coming “short,” in anglers’ 
parlance. 

We fished down to the end of the wood where we had commenced, but never 
once did the rain cease. That fact we did not heed so much, so long as the fish 
continued to rise. I never hooked and lost so many fish in so short a space of 
time; but no doubt the heavy state of the river had a good deal to do with it. 
Every now and then a good trout or grayling would come to the net; then 
three or four would be lost in succession. It certainly was not soothing to the 
feelings, and every now and then I could see Jim’s rod bending, and a moment 
afterwards would be wafted on the breeze some expression that cerlaialy 
sounded to be the reverse of benedictions. 

Unfortunately, we had ordered dinner for six o’clock, and we knew very well 
that the ladies would be getting anxious, for it was now approaching half 
past. 

“We really must go now, Jim,” I said at last, “or we shall get into an 
awful row.” But even asI spoke I could not resist one final cast over a fish 
that was rising just beyond a belt of rushes. A’ tiny dimple, no bigger than a 
two-ounce trout would make, was the result of my invitation. I struck gently, 
and the next moment a heavy grayling went rolling down-stream, taking line 
out rapidly as he went. It was but a short fight, however. I could not follow 
him, as the water was too deep and strong for wading, and a clump of trees 
came down to the water’sedge. I held him a moment in the hope that he would 
return up-stream ; but the hold gave, and 

“The waters wild closed o’er the child 
And left me sad lamenting.” 


“ A pound and a half if he was an ounce,” I groaned. 

“Never mind, old man,” responded Jim; “perhaps you will land him to- 
morrow. Let us get home as soon as we can now.” 

I knew that his mind had been wandering for some time in the direction of 
the New Inn, where he knew that certain grouse were awaiting our arrival. 
“ Do come!” he entreated. 

“ Well, I don’t like leaving ‘em on the rise,” I responded ; ‘‘and if the ladies 
were not there wild horses would not drag me from the river until dark. How- 
ever, I suppose, as things are, we had better go.” So, casting one last longing 
look at the circling rings which still were dimpling the surface of the water, 1 
shouldered my rod and net and followed my companion to the hotel. Dinner 
was waiting, and so were our respective wives, ready to give us a bit of their 
mind for keeping them in suspense. When mine, however, heard that the fish 
had been rising she said no more, excepting that she wondered that I had come 
at all. 

(To be continued.) 





FISHING FOR OCTOPUS. 
To THE EpIToR or THE “ TIMES.” 


Srr,—Of the octopus or cuttlefish frequenting our shores—Octopus vulgaris 
and Sepia officinalis — your correspondent, the Secretary of the Brighton 
Aquarium, may be glad to learn that the latter and more interesting of the 
two varieties is plentiful outside Falmouth Harbour, where a fortnight ago | 
was catching them freely. By way of a bait a pilchard or other small fish is 
securely fastened to an unweighted line and dropped over the side of the boat. 
Through the clear water the octopus may be seen like a shadow coming swiftly 
to the line, half a dozen or more at a time, and as the fish departs with its 
prey the arms or feelers become securely attached to the bait. Gently and 
slowly the line is hauled in till the head of the octopus is close to the surface, 
when it is impaled with an eel-spear. Catching the octopus or cuttle in this 
manner affords splendid sport. When nearing the surface it is apt to let go, 
and not allowing for refraction the tyro in striking will most likely spear the 
bait or miss his mark altogether, when the fish is off like a flash. We know 
that the octopus ejects, when attacked, a considerable quantity of black fluid, 
and unless held well under until the supply is exhausted this, as likely as not, is 
squirted over the fisherman. Following the black fluid come showers of water, 
so that it is difficult to escape a drenching. The octopus is highly valued as a 
bait for catching other fish, but, while beloved of the Spanish amd other foreign 
seamen, it is not eaten in this country. I had one curried and found it most 
excellent—something like tender tripe.—I am, Sir, 

The Leadenhall Press, H.C. 
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ANDREW W. TUER. 





THE JAcK Snrpu.—tThe early autumn angler may now and then flush this little 
broad-breasted bird, the delight of the epicure, and so close a grubber in ditch, 
drain, cabbage-plot—not too near dwellings—and among the flags beside a stream, 
“John” is rather a sociable bird, for he will neither scream nor fly far when 
flushed. This is the little erratic-flying customer so often missed, and still pursued, 
by young sportsmen and radically bad shots, The former in time acquire the ari 
of snap-shooting, and can “drop” Master John as well as his bigger brothers, 
sometimes before the latter have begun their zigzaggy diversions while gradually 
rising toa goodish height. Until, however, the fieldfares and redwings arrive, there 
will be but few birds seen in the open water-meadows. By-and-by the angler, if pur- 
suing his sport near withy-beds, may perhaps observe, just before ‘‘ the gloaming, a 
flock of starlings wheel round and drop among the rods. All kinds of game on 


-preserved ground resort to withy beds in a dry winter and spring. Many starlings 


are netted for trap-shooting, especially from the osiers at night.—RUSSET, 


THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measuremont 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48, South Molton-street, W. 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITII 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “ WE GO A-FISIIING.” 


By Epwarp Hamiuton, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of * Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Sc. 


(Continued from page 180.) 
BIRDS OF THE MEADOWS AND BRAKES. 


Wun wandering by the riverside, there is no more pleasant sound: than the 
deep coo-roo, coo-coo of THE Woop PIGEON (Columba palumbus). Order, 
Columbe ; Fam., Columbide, calling to mind Campbell's lines : 
“The deep mellow crush of the wood pigeon’s note 
Made music that sweetened the calm.” 

The Ring Dove is the proper name for this bird, called so from the beautiful 
patch, almost a ring, on both sides of the neck. Tt isalso known provincially as 
the cushat, queest, and culver. Burns says : 

“Thro’ lofty groves the cushat roves.” 
And Walter Scott, in “‘ The Lady of the Lake” : 


“In answer coo’d the cushat dove 
Her notes of peace, and rest, and love.” 
Queest is probably from the Latin questus, a complaining, the note being 
considered by some as melancholic. 
“On lofty aiks the cushats. wail, 
And echo coos the dooful tale.” 
Graham, in his “ Birds of Scotland” : . 
“ Deep toned, a contrast to the goldfinch note, 
The cushat plains, nor is her changeless plaint 
Unmusical, when with the general guise 
Of woodland harmony, it softly blends.” 
Culver is a much older term, as we find Edmund Sgencer using this word : 


“Tike as a culver on the bared bough 
Sits mourning for the absence of her mate.” 
It is worth while when you hear his coo-roo, coo-coo, thrice repeated and 
ending with a short coo, to stop a moment. Tf he is answered you will see him 
with a loud flap-flap of his wings soar up toa considerable height and then float 





Heap or THE Woop Picron. 


avay, descending to where his mate is waiting for him, and this is often 
twice repeated, and then, just as he appears about to perch, up he goes again, and 
flies to some more distant tree. f 

What a fine bird he is—bold and wary ; difficult to see when perched amongst 
the trees, and only makes his presence known by his loud flight as you come upon 
him. 

Tishers of the streams and lakes of Westmorland and Cumberland will occa- 
sionally come upon a scarce but very interesting bird. 
Tin Dorrere (Charadrius morinellus). Order, Limicole ; Fam, Charidriade. 
The two Latin words literally mean “ the dull bird, which, if looked upon, cures 
one of the jaundice.” Charadrius is so translated in Ainsworth’s Latin dictionary. 

Whether dall or not, the bird furnishes the artificial fly-makers with feathers, 
taken from the wings, the colour of which they can get from no other source, and, 
therefore, a fly made of adotterel wing is highly prized. Bewick says : ‘‘ The dotterel 
is said to be very stupid, and easily taken with the most simple artifice, and that 
it was formerly the custom to decoy them into a net by stretching out a leg or 
an arm, which caught the attention of the birds, so that they returned it by a 
similar motion of a leg or a wing, and were not aware till the net dropped over 
them.” This is taken from Willughby, who translated it from Gesner’s 
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Tur Dorrere.L. 


“ Historie Animalium.” Willughby says: “It is taken in the night time by the 
light of a candle by imitating the gesture of the fowler. For if he stretches out 
an arm, that also stretches out a wing ; if he a foot, that likewise a foot; in 
brief, whatever the fowler doth, the same doth the bird.” Mr, Heysham, in his 
account of this bird, says: “They permitted us to approach within a short 


distance without showing any signs of alarm ; in short, they app2ared so indif- 
ferent with regard to our presence that at last my assistant could not avoid 
exclaiming, ‘ What stupid birds these are.’ ” 

The old poet, Skelton, called the dotterel “ thit folyshe pek,” and Drayton, 
“the sottish dottrell, ignorant and dull.” Drayton also knew how good the 
bird is for the table. 


“ The dottrell, which we thinke a very dainty dish, 
Whose taking makes such sport, as man no more can wish, 
For as you creepe, or cowere, or lye, or stoope, or goe, 
So marking you (with care) the apish bird doth doe 
And acting everything, doth never marke the net 
Till he be in the snare which men for him hath svt.” 


In the early part of the 16th century there is a notice in the “ Northumber- 
land Household Book.” “Item: Dottrels to be bought for my Lorde when 
they are in season, and to be had at 1d. a-pece.” 

Those who fish the streams of Exmoor and Dartmoor and of other moorlands 
will often hear the shrill, melancholy pipe of 

Tue CurLew (Numenius arquata). Order, Limicole ; Family, Scolopacide. 
This bird breeds on most of the moors in England, and is very common in Scot- 
land, as wellas in Ireland, and when disturbed it utters a long, plaintive sound 
of two syllables, as. if you whistled the word cur-lieu, often repeated. 





THe CorLew. 


Buckland, in his “ Curiosities of Natural History,” says: “ The sad, wailing ery 
of these birds while on the wing in the dark, still nights of winter, resembling 
the moans of wandering spirits, is believed in some parts of England to be a 
death warning, and called the cry of the seven whistlers.” Kirk White - 
writes : 
“ She wandered o’er the lonely shore, 
The curlew screamed above : 
She heard the scream with a sickening heart, 
Much boding of her love.” 


In Scotland the bird goes by the name of the Whaup, and is considered very 
uncanny. Walter Scott, in “The Black Dwarf,” makes Hobbie Elliott say : 
“What needs I care for Mucklestane Muir ony mair than ye do yoursel’, Earns- 
cliff? To be sure they say there’s a sort of worricows and lang-nebbit things 
about the land ; but what need Icare for them?” The lang-nebbit things being 
the curlews, supposed to transform themselves into goblins which go about 
houses after nightfall. 

The young curlews, before they go to the sea, are excellent eating ; but as soon 
as they begin feeding on the sea-shore they get fishy and strong. hey are very 
wary birds, and difficult to get at, and their warning whistle sets all other birds 
in the neighbourhood on the qu vive. 

THe Sparrow Hawk (Accipiter nisus). Order, Accipitres ; Family, Palecnide, 
the dread of the farmyard, sometimes wings its rapid flight close to the bushes : 
by the riverside, ready to pounce unawares on any of its denizens. It is the 
male, or smaller bird, we generally see. The female, much larger than the 
male, confines herself to the farmyard or game-breeding paddocks and pigeon 
houses ; she remains near the inhabited districts, and as long asa chicken or a 





Heap or THE Sparrow Hawk. 


young pheasant is left will never desert the locality, unless compelled by wounds 
or death. It is her body which is the constant companions of cats, stoats, &c., 
on the gamekeeper’s gallows tree. ; 

The male, very much smaller, keeps to the hedgerows and copses ; his appear- 
ance at once sets the whole of the community of small birds into fearful alarm. 
He is the terror of the sparrows and finches, the dire enemy of all the swift- 
winged birds, and the swallows seem to take especial delight in mobbing him 
whenever they can, and their scream of alarm gives warning to the general con- 
fraternity ; but by his stealthy and quiet manner of approaching his prey he is 
pretty sure of his game. Knox (“ Ornithological Rambles”) says: “The 
depredations of this little tyrant of the woods and groves certainly surpass 
those of any other British bird of prey.” Tennyson calls him “this hedgerow 
thief.” 

The sparrow hawk has a mythological history. Nisus was transformed into 
this bird after his daughter's treacherous conduct, she being at the same time 
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changed into a lark, so that the two should be continually antagonistic to each 
other, as Chaucer says, in his “‘ Troilus and Cressida” : 


“ What might or more the sely lark say 
When that the sparhawke hath him in his foote.” 


The male bird has a very graceful form and handsome plumage, about a foot 
in length. The upper surface of the back and head, of a dark blue slate, 
with one small spot of white on the nape of the neck ; the eyes orange ; the chin, 
throat, and under-parts a reddish-brown, with dark transverse bars ; legs and 
toes yellow. The female is a dark brown on back, &c., with the under-parts a 
greyish-white and barred. 

Another of the hawks, one of the long-winged species (the sparrow hawk 
being short-winged), of the same order and family, is 


Tue Kestret or WINDHOVER (Falco tinnunculus), 


often seen hovering over the meadow or marsh—hence its name—its head 
being always pointed to the wind. It is a very harmless bird, preying chiefly on 
field-mice, frogs, beetles, &c. Of course, it will occasionally take a small bird, 
as all hawks will when pressed by hunger. It is also a very beautiful bird, and 
very graceful in its movements. In the male, the top of the head and neck a 
beautiful ash grey, with long streaks ; the back and wing coverts fawn colour, 
with small black spots ; tail ash-blue grey ; eyes, dark brown; legs and toes 
yellow. The female is larger and more uniform in colour. 

Willughby says : “The term kestrel is derived from the Greek word keypoc, a 
millet, as if one should say millet bird,” alluding to the mottled millet-like marks 





Tue KrstTreEL Hawk, 


on the breast. The bird also goes by the name of the stannel hawk, stand 
hawk, or steinfall. So Shakespeare, in “ Twelfth Night,” Act II, s. v. : 
“ And with what wing the stanniel checks at it.” 

The rod-fisher in Scotland may occasionally come across some of the grander 
species of the alconida, as the golden eagle and the peregrine falcon. We were 
once fishing on Loch Coolin, in Ross-shire, when a splendid specimen of the 
former soared over our heads not very far above us, making for a neighbouring 
crag ; and again in Argyleshire, whilst fishing the river Carnac, we put down 
our rod to watch two golden eagles on the opposite hill hunting for game 
(rabbits). One settled on a rock quite near, and with our binocular we got a 
splendid view of him and his eagle eye flashing in the sunlight. 


(To be continued.) 





SCOTCH WATERS. 
AUTUMN SALMON ANGLING. 


By W. MURDOCH. 


HINTS—FLIES, BAITS, &C. 


AS between the present date and the end of the rod season (Oct. 31) 
is usually the best time for the autumn or “back-end” salmon 
angling in the rivers of Aberdeenshire, a few hints to those who 
this year are, or may think of, fishing these waters may not prove 
altogether useless. Toanglers new toa fishery it is of the utmost 
importance to at once, or as soon as possible, get acquainted with 
every bit of the water they have aright to cast over. This is the 
first and most important part of the proceedings : all else is sub- 
sidiary. It is patent to me that many free and nominally free 
fisheries are not fished nearly so successfully as they might be, and 
this solely or in great part for the reason that those who fish them 
are either content in Jeaving much of the water unexplored, or 
cannot be bothered endeavouring to explore it. Than this there 
could be no greater mistake. The result is that casts of note are 
run on—overcrowded with rods—flogged continually to the surfeit of the fish 
they contain—and in consequence of never being “rested” do not yield as they 
ought to do ; while much water, probably difficult to fish—as likely not—from 
not being considered extra good, is passed over by the angler, regardless of the 
fact_that were it only properly fished fish could be hooked and caught in it—aye, 
even when the casts of note are not worth a rap. On fisheries which, if fished as 
they should be, ought to yield a good rod one or two fish a day, a thoroughly 
competent local fisherman, to act as a guide to the stranger until such time as 
the peculiarities of all the casts become known to him, is always well worth 
paying for, This certainly no one having much experience of salmon angling 
will seek to deny. 

To give point to the above remarks I have only to refer to my own experience 
—an instance occurred several years ago. I was one day fishing a splendid stretch 
of salmon water entirely new to me. It could not possibly have been in better 
ply, but all the efforts of the fisher, I am sorry to confess, were fruitless. I had no 
end of flies—all the right sorts and sizes, no failing on that score. But, unfor- 
tunately, as was my ill-luck, the regular fisherman on the beat was not fit to 
f° out with me, as he was only just recovering from a severe illness. The dog- 

reaker was “ told off” to attend. A very good fellow he was—great on dogs, 
as I very soon learned, but on salmon he was “ not in it”; in fact, he had never 
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but once before been over the pools. No matter, we got on very well together. 
The day was lovely, the sun shining forth brightly, and a fine breeze coming 
from the sou’-west. I started tolerably carly, commencing to fish before 
8 o'clock. Taking in the situation (I knew the position of the pools, although 
I had never fished them or seen them fished), I decided to always have the sun 
pretty well in my face, or, at least, never farther round than directly on my 
side. The Boat Pool came first—a regular morning pool, the sun shining full 
up it before any of the other pools were out of the shade. Guided by dog 
‘‘dirder,” I fished every bit of this fine pool most carefully—first putting a 
“rouser ” over the fish, then after awhile trying them witha smaller fly. It was 
no use. Up came the head keeper. He was going to the upper fishable waters of the 
beat above, and he asked me to step up with him and try the stream at the very 
neck of the pool I was fishing. He told me the size of fly that most fish had been 
got with the previous day, and as the river had not risen or fallen any, he said 
he would, considering that the stream was very deep and strong and the day 
but “young,” recommend me to “gae them a leuk o’ a gey big flee.” Accord- 


ingly, on his advice I mounted a size or two larger a hook than that which killed 
The pattern was the proper “ Dunt.” 


best the previous day. It raised a fish ; 





THe. Dont. 


but he would not come again, although I tried him no fewer than three 
times within the hour I remained fishing the water near at hand. 
But to cut my story short, I have simply to say that after a 
blank day I was coming up the waterside, disappointed gillie following up, when 
just as I passed the corner of the fisherman's house who should I see but the 
fisherman himself. On seeing me (weak though he still was) he had come out 
to learn the result. I told him where I had fished, and how I had hooked 
two fish in Red Brae stream and lost them. It was only then that I learned 
how much good water I had missed. “It’s a peety,” said he, “that I wusna wi’ 
ye. Kenneth didna ken that the watters jist th’ richt size th’ day for a fush 
lyin’ in th’ Kirk Pot jist aboot a fit fae th’ reid steen ’at_stans oot 0’ th’ watter 
raider mair nor half wye doon th’ peel. Na, na, he didna ken that ;—ye'eve 
mist a lot o’ holies ye sud a tried. I’m richt vext ye didna ken tae try th’ smooth 
bittie o’ watter at th’ head o’ th’ Clack. It’s jist fairly richt th’ day, an’ gin ye 
hid kent ye sud ’a been at it at twal’ o’clock, as fen it’s a bricht day the sin’s 
(sun) aye richt for’t at that ’oor.” 

By this time it was getting dark. ‘Would you be able, or would ye care to 
have a trial for a fish ?”’ said I to the old fisherman. ‘0, aye,” said he, “I 
wud like a cast fine. I hinna hid ane th’ year yet; but I'll jist tak’ ane or twa 
v’ your rod, and see if I canna heuk a fushie for ye. Lats gang doon th’ watter 
a bittie. Here noo, I'll try this place. I saw ye’ didna ken to fish it in the 
mornin’. It was right at that time, and its fine noo fen th’ sin’s oot’ sicht ; bit, 
lor’ me, two gents cam’ down an’ fished it aw day and niver divalled. The sin 
was richt in th’ face o’ th’ fush aw th’ time, and th’ gipes they niver ‘“‘risted” 
(rested) the peel, but thrashed on at it aw th’ time; sic nonsense ! Bit it’s an 
oor an’ a half since they left, and noo I think I micht get a beastie. il jist try 
ae cast o’ yer rod across here first. Man, I like it—fa’ made it—Blacklaws o' 
Kincardine o’Neil, wusn’t it? It'll dee, It'll dee. Noo weel jist gang doon a 
step or twa. Noo lat me see yer flees. I'll tak’ this Gordon. Aye, its jist the 
thing. It’s swimmin’ bonnie, and it’s leuking gran’ i’ th’ watter. Noo here’s 





THE GORDON.: 


th' cast” (making it). “Aye, that’s the wye o' him.” Again—“ Aye, that’s 
a bittie nearer him.” Again—‘ Aye, that sudna be far fae him noo.” And 
again—‘ Aye, that sud jist cum ower him noo ”_and it did.come over him, and 
fetched him, too, for scarcely had the words escaped from the fisherman than a 
fish of 91b., firmly hooked, made a splendid leap right out of the water! What 
does this teach 2 Does it not teach this: that a thorough knowledge of the 
water is more than two-thirds the battle. Says “Old Rod” :— 


1. “‘ Crowding pools is a fatal mistake.” 

2. “ Fish on very bright days with bright flies when the water is clesxr—with 
yellowish flies when it is very dark porter coloured.” 

3. “Fish the ‘Black Doctor’ when the day is dull and the river not too 
swollen.” 

4, “ Fish very large sizes of the Gordon and Grey Eagle as it is getting dark.” 

5. “ Use larger flies on rough cold days than on calm genial days.” 

6. “ Where fly cannot be worked to hang long enough on the fish use minnow, 
—or prawn when the water is low if the weather is frosty.” 


(To be continued.) 
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PIKEING PRECEPTS. 
By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 195.) 


We will now imagine the angler at the riverside, high-booted to 
protect him from the damp, his can well stored with baits, rod and 
tackle put together, and a lively little dace about 43in. long on his 
hook. He should draw a few yards of line off the reel, and stand 
well back from the bank. If it is rush-grown, with a fair depth 
of water alongside, drop the bait quietly in close to the rushes, 
trying all the nearest water first ; for it is the habit of pike to select 
such places for rest, and a bait dropped in without splash, the angler 
keeping well out of sight, he is often rewarded by his dace being 
instantly seized by a big fish and carried off into deeper water. I 
have known many a fish from 15]b. to 201b, hooked in such places within a few 
inches of rushes, alongside or partly within which they have been lying. ‘Try 
all the nearest water, keeping the line as tight and upright as possible under 
the rod point, letting the bait remain a minute here and there to work about 
and attracta fish. Should a bite be felt, then instantly pay out a yard or two 
of line, so as not to check or cause the pike to drop the bait.. This, however, 
does not often occur, the pike generally moving off at once. In either case, 
gather up slack line, raise the point of rod smartly, and hook the fish. If the 
water is searched with no result, then lift the bait and drop it quietly into 
another place, drawing or insinuating it between weeds, into corners, eddies, 
and holes—in short, all the places usually frequented by pike ; and when you 
do hook one, play it on as tight a line as possible, and land it as soon as is con- 
sistent with its size and the strength of your tackle. 

More sport is to be had “‘ paternostering” than by any other kind of pike- 
fishing, excepting, perhaps, “spinning”; and a great thing in its favour is, that 
being hooked either in the lip or cheek, small fish can be carefully unhooked 
and returned uninjured to the water. 

The sport given by a 5lb. or 6lb. pike is incomparably greater than that of 
a much larger one which has gorged the bait or got hooked in its throat. In 
the first instance, the pike fights against restraint only ; but in the latter case, 
its throat or entrails being torn and lacerated, the fish must feel acute pain, 
and, in consequence, fights but tamely for its liberty. On the score of cruelty 
alone, no true sportsman would practise either dead or live-bait gorge- 
fishing. 

When “ paternoster ” fishing, some anglers adopt the Nottingham style—7.c., 
casting off the reel; but having practised both methods, I give preference to 
throwing off the hand, as greater accuracy of direction is obtained, and less 
splashing made the latter way. 

To do it properly, the fingers must gather the line up in a sort of figure-of- 
eight (8) coil into the palm of the left hand—a knack easily acquired by 
practice, and done to perfection by most professional Thames anglers. The 
line can be “taken on” and “thrown off” to other places, and the length 
increased until all the “ pikey” spots within reach have been carefully tried. 

Another great advantage is, that not only almost any depth can be fished, 
but also the eddies between the heavy streams of weir-pools, under the im- 
petuous flow of which there is often 18ft. or more of comparatively quiet water, 
where very large pike frequently take up their abodes. In such places other 
kinds of fishing are impracticable, the float and bait being always swept away 
to the shallows at the end of the pool, where small jack perchance may be 
caught, but seldom any of respectable dimensions. 

By using a plummet of loz. or 1}0z., according to the strength of the stream, 
on strong but very fine line, which offers so little “hold” to the water that it 
does not “belly ” with the stream, the greatest depths of weir-pools can he 
fathomed and “fished.” I have often been impressed with the capabilities of 
the Lea and its peculiar adaptability for “ paternoster” fishing ; its reedy and 
rush-grown banks—in many places 10ft. plumb close to the edge ; the loug, 
deep swims and eddies, quiet “ lay-byes,” and splendid weirs make it the beau 
ideal of a pikeing river ; and that it holds very large fish is incontestible, for 
only the other day one of 163lb. was caught at Tottenham, and many from that 
weight to 26lb. are exhibited in the piscatorial museums of East London, and 
other fishing clubs, caught by Lea anglers. 

But although there must be as large fish in that river now as ever came out 
of it, pike-fishing is not followed to any great extent—so I am informed—and 
‘‘ paternostering ” seldom attempted. 

Roach-fishing is pre-eminent, the ‘‘roachists”’ outnumbering the “ pikeists ” 
by twenty to one ; but where there is such plentiful roach fare, pike should be 
“fine and large,’ as well as numerous. Not that I would disparage roach- 
angling, which is nothing less than a jine art as practised by many Lea anglers 
I know ; but it zs a matter of surprise to me that, with such splendid waters 
as those at St. Margaret's, Rye House, Broxbourne, &c., &c., and “‘ Carthagena 
Weir,’ with its reputed 30-pounder still uncaught, pike-fishing should be a 
sport so little followed. Opportunity occurring, I hope, some day soon, to send 
a “line of invitation” to the monster esoz, there to lunch off a dainty dace or 
gudgeon. 

Another advantage in fishing the Lea is, that no puntsman with beer and 
’bacca proclivities is required. All parts of the water can be “ negotiated,” as 
the bridges here and there afford. moderately easy access to both banks of the 
river. With the exception of the Amwell-Magna water, most of the fisheries 
are free, or can be fished for a small daily payment. All the above-mentioned 
places are within half an hour or so of the Great Eastern Railway, Liverpool- 
street, E.C. 

Mem.—When fishing from the banks of rivers, keep well back from the edge 
of the stream, and tread as lightly as possible, especially if it is marshy land. 
Pike are not by any means fools: vibrations of the ground quickly frighten 
them, and when a river is noisily approached, pike which are harbouring near or 
close to the sedgy margins are sure to be disturbed, and dart away to more 
sheltered places. There are also many “ paternostering paradises” holding 
large pike in the Upper Thames but little fished ; and when fished, as a rule 
uot properly or carefully—simply ‘‘ skimmed over.” Favourite localities, the 
way to get . which and how to fish them, shall be described in the next issue 
OL These Gee 
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HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Oolds, Coughs, Shortness of Breath—These maladies 
require early and unremitting attention, for if neglected they often end in asthma, bronchitis, or con- 
amption, The Ointment well rubbed upon the chest and back, penetrating the skin, is absorbed and 
carried directly to the lungs, whence it expels all impurities, All the blood in the body is perpetually 
passing through the lungs, and there all noxious particles tending to disease can be quickly, thoroughly, 
aud permanently neutralised, rendered harmless, or ejected from the system. Holloway’s Ointment and 
Pills perfectly accomplish this purification; and through the blood thus cleansed, the influence of 
these wonderful medicaments reaches the remotest part of the human body, and thus eures all diseased 
action, whether internal] or external: ; 


NOTES. ; 


Mr. Atrrep NuTHAtt, of Kingston, the well-known Thames angler, asked us 
recently to recommend some place where there was good sea-fishing at this time 
of year. We recommended him to go to Scarborough and call upon Mr. Jones, 
Fishing-tackle Maker, 20, Hastborough. It will be seen, from the following 
letter, that Mr. N. has been having excellent sport :— 

“DEAR S1r,—I dare say you will have heard from your friend, A. Nuthall, Esq., 
who is staying in Scarborough at present. I may say that he and I have been out 
fishing in the bay last week, and had fairly good sport; but on Saturday last he 
nearly half-filled the boat. Yesterday I went out and joined your friend and 
another gentleman, and when we finished and arrived in shore, after fishing about 
four hours, we had upwards of fourteen stone of fish—codling and billet, with a 
few dabs. We are hoping, if the weather holds fine, to have still better sport as 
the larger fish come in. The fish run from 11b. to 43lb. in weight, The billet give 
better play than the codling. If you have any friends who want good sea-fishing, 
Scarborough is the place, if the weather holds fine.—Yours respectfully, 

“ Scarborough, October 4. “W, JONES,” 
te % % % & 

Mr. Henry Ffennell, we are glad to see, has again called attention, in the 
Times, to the disgraceful condition of the filthy shanty at S. Kensington which 
the “Science and Art Department” consider good enough for the invaluable 
collection bequeathed to the nation by the late Frank Buckland. Mr, Ffennell 
says that many of the specimens have old tarpaulins thrown over them as pro- 
tection from rain and snow ; in fact, the place is a regular “ abomination of 
desolation.” Who is responsible ? 

* ak at ae Lo 

Mr. F. Crofts, whose Nottingham plaited silk lines we have had occasion to 
speak highly of, asks us to say that his new address is 46, Sussex-street, 
Nottingham. 

ae as ae a at 

We must apologise to our readers for having, in our “ Notes” last week, 
called their attention to an advertisement of the fishing connected with the 
Ram Hotel, Brandon, Suffolk, when, by some accident, the advertisement was 
omitted. In reply to inquiries, we may mention that it will be found now on 
page 221. 

= Ad * oe aS 
- The Bradford-Waltonian Angling Club have just suffered a loss which will 
call forth the sympathy of all anglers. At one blow they have lost over 20,000 
fish, fully half of them being very fine trout. An account of this piscatorial 
tragedy will be found in our columns this week. The club is justified, we 
think, in appealing for assistance, in their endeavour to repair the disaster, to 
gentlemen who may be in a position to help them. Mr. W. Hall Ward, the 
secretary, will be very pleased to hear from gentlemen who will lend a hand. 

bs % a & & 

The river Teme is noted for its grayling.. We recently recommended Dr. Alec 
Macindoe to try the Swan Hotel, Tenbury Wells, Worcester, and he reports 
that “the grayling-fishing is exceptionally good.” Host Hardeman, of the 
Swan, knows how to make anglers comfortable, and has some fishing reserved 
for visitors to his hotel. Grayling anglers should make a note of this. 

ae ae a8 EAs a8 

The present season, owing to the lack of rain, has been an unusually bad one 
for barbel-fishers, who have been at their wits’ end to get a good take of fish. 
By judicious baiting, and by: fishing early in the morning, a few barbel have 
been taken ; but if any real good is to be done in that way before the winter, 
some rain is absolutely essential. 
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The value of a fine line when ledgering in a sharp stream is by no means 
generally understood. The thicker the line the more surface it offers to the 
pressure of the water, and, consequently, the heavier must be the lead. 

ae ae ae it ae 


Squid and cuttle are most excellent baits for many sea-fish, more parti- 
cularly cod, conger, and bass. Not only do the fish take them greedily, but 
they have the extra advantage of toughness and stopping long on the hook. In 
Spain the octopus is eaten, and even esteemed by some a delicacy. Mr. Andrew 
Tuer, who has been writing to the Times describing angling for octopus at 
Falmouth, had one curried, and reports that it was most excellent eating— 
something like tender tripe. 

ES & o 2 s 

A lecture on ‘‘ Rivers as Sources of Water Supply” was given on Saturday 
last, by Mr. C. E. Parker Rhodes, in the trophy-room of the American Exhi- 
bition. A discussion followed, in which Major Flower, of the Lea Conservancy, 
took part. He stated, among other things, that persons often imagined that 
the river Lea was a foul, dirty ditch, and that the people who drank the water 
supplied by that river had to imbibe all sorts of nasty impurities ; whereas 
above the intakes of the water companies, the East London and the New River, 
there was absolutely no pollution, except from one source, which was, unfor- 
tunately, sanctioned by Act of Parliament. Major Flower added that he 
thought it undesirable for him to disclose that special source. Why ? 

= ¢ % ss 


In the valuable library of angling books owned by the late Mr. Alfred. 
Denison was perhaps the rarest book on angling in the English language. Only 
three copies are said to be in existence. It is entitled, ‘‘ A Booke of Angling, 
or Fishing : Wherein is shewed by Conference with Scriptures the Agreement, 
between the Fisherman, Fishes, and Fishing of both Natures, Spirituall and. 
Temporall. By Samuel Gardiner, Doctor of Divinitie. Mathew iv., 19: ‘I will 
make you fishers of men.’ Printed for Thomas Purfoot, 1606.” The other 
two copies of this little work are in the Bodleian and the Huth Library 
respectively. In 1856 one of the copies was sold for £40. | 


ae 


The Whitstable Oyster Company recently tried to stop the sale of inferior. 
oysters under the representation that they are ‘real Whitstable natives.” A. 
Mr. Leggett went to a Margate oyster-shop and asked for two dozen Whitstable, 
natives. 
These latter examined the stock and found that there were no Whitstable 
natives in the shop. The boy who served Mr. Leggett was charged with 
obtaining the 2s. from the gentleman by false pretences. The magistrates, how- 
ever, dismissed the case, on the ground that the defendant might have acted in. 
ignorance. \ 

ae ae ak ae a 

A friend who is salmon-fishing at Loch Inver, finding the salmon would not 
rise, determined to have sport of some kind, and sends us this note :—‘‘ Five 
fellows and I took a small yacht and went out sea-fishing one day, and had the 
best day that has ever been known. Though we only fished for four hours, we 
killed 1,6151b. of fish, consisting of 91 coal-fish. You get them on rods, and 
they play as well asa salmon. We had three gillies with gafts, and at one time 
had 701b,—three fish—on three rods at once, and you never saw such a row—~ 


He paid 2s., and then called in a police-constable and two experts. ~ 
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lines crossing one another, fellows shouting and swearing, reels rushing out, and 
everybody a mass of scales and blood. The whole deck was running in gore, 
and the smell awful. When we got home, all the country side came down for 
fish, and we gave it all away, and yesterday all the people were hard at work 
salting the stuff. It was grand fun ; but the amount of tackle lost was terrible, 
including one gaff, one line of 120 yards, and two reels smashed.’—. A. C. 





THE VARIOUS WAYS _ IN 
TAKE A BAIT. 


(Continued from p. 111.) 
IF you recollect, in my last letter I told you that barbel, like dace, from 


some peculiarity in their biting, often prevented the angler from hook-' 


ing them—I mean when using the worm. I have an idea that most fish 
can do a good deal more with their lips than we give them credit 
for. Sometimes I have found it quite as difficult. to hook bream 
when pond-fishing with gentles, and I have repeatedly seen clever 
anglers, when fishing with gentles in a well-known water, miss bite 
after bite, and certainly with not more than a 3ft. strike, I know 
quite well that when anglers thus miss bite after bite, especially 
when using gentles, they are in the habit of putting down their non- 
success to the biting of small fish ; but this argument will scarcely 
hold good for the water to which I refer. You very seldom, indeed, 
took a bream less than 3lb. in weight, and I have seen a8 many as 
40lb. of the same fish taken in a day by one angler, none of which 
weighed less than #Ib. 

It may be that in bream-fishing, when the float is laid flat, and the angler 
fails to hook his fish, the bream is simply rising with the bait, head uppermost 
—i,e., pushing the bait, as it were, towards the surface, and not backing with 
it, as the “ Old Admirals” are so fond of doing. The angler strikes, with the 
result that the worm, gentle, and more especially pellet of paste, is simply 
pulled clean out of the mouth of the fish, without the remotest chance of send- 
ing the hook home. If this is not the reason, how is it that nine times out of 
ten the angler is more successful in taking tench? - This is what one who pro- 
fesses to know tells me :—‘ After making the cast, and the float has settled, 
carefully lay the rod down,”—I have seen another splendid tench angler do 
nothing of the kind—*wind up all the slack line possible,’—he always uses a 
reel— sit as still as a mouse, and if the float rises and then is luid 
flat, do not strike, but wait quietly, for it takes some time for the 
tench to take the bait.” Now either there must be something 
wrong here, or the same remarks do not apply to bream when- biting in a 
similar manner, for I opine five anglers out of six would feel justified in strik- 
ing if the float were laid flat when angling for bream.* One would naturally 
think that tench were in as great danger of being caught as bream when they 
laid the float flat ; but my experience teaches me otherwise, and may I humbly 
ask what do tench do different from bream to lay the float flat without being 
caught, the baits being the same (say worms), and used in precisely the same 
manner? Presuming that when bream and tench take a worm off a muddy, 
oozy bottom, they take up a certain portion of mud with it, they must of 
necessity eject the mud before swallowing the worm, and one would think when 
this took place (and from what I have repeatedly observed I think there can be 
no doubt about it), the angler would stand the same chance of hooking a tench 
as he would a bream—the worm being in the mouth of each ; but I have been 
repeatedly told by those who ought to know, zever strike until the float dis- 
appears, sails steadily away, or glides along the surface. 

Tf a tench has the power of laying the float flat without taking the bait into its 
mouth, then by all means wait until he has got all your worm or worms into 
that receptacle ; but, on the other hand, if you can prove to me that it is simply 
impossible for tench to lay the float flat unless it takes the bait into its mouth, 
it appears to me there is no necessity to wait a single moment. 

All I know is, that when I have been fishing in a pond with both bream and 
tench on the feed I have frequently caught the former fish by striking when the 
float was laid flat ; but I have often failed to capture the latter. 


P.S.—I£ my memory does not deceive me, one celebrated author on angling 
for tench says: ‘Always wait until the float has finished its eccentric 
gyrations, &c.” And another: “ Never be ina hurry when tench-fishing, &c.” 
Ii is just possible that all the “eccentric gyrations” the float undergoes when 
tench-fishing may be put down to the construction of the mouth of this fish, for 
I imagine that neither your chub nor perch would be quite so bold in their 
biting if their mouths were not, comparatively speaking, like sepulchres. For 
what, may I ask, would be even a fine, fat gentle to a 2lb. perch caught the 
other day by my friend, “ Grasshopper,” at Dagenham Lake? 


(To be continued.) 





A - REMARKABLE ADVENTURE WITH A LARGE SALMON. 


To THE Eprror or THE “Scorrism LEADER.” 


Srr,—While my fisherman was angling on Monday on my water at Cause- 
wayhead, near Stirling, after having run three grilse, but only landed one and 
a number of sea-trout, his attention was aroused by a queer noise behind him, 
On looking, round, to his surprise, he saw a monster of a salmon of fully 301b. 
weight bracing the stream with its back fin out of the water, which was scarcely 
fifteen inches deep at this place. The man at once threw down his rod and 
gave chase. Fortunately, the salmon ran right up below the coble which stopped 
it. It got stunned, and then tried to turn itself to get down. Seeing this, and 
not having his gaff at hand, Sandy flung himself down on the top of the fish, 
thinking to hold him by the tail. On grasping it he found it was too much for 
him, and he could not hold it at all. He then thought to get his hands round 
the salmon to hold it fast ; but it gave his leg such a slap with its ponderous 
tail as fair capsized him, and got its head down the stream. Sandy then 
scrambled up, wet all over, and faced the salmon again. But it struck his legs 
again, and completely knocked them from under him, and sent him floundering 
as before, then got into deep water, and off.—Yours, &c¢., 
_ Denham Green, Trinity, Edinburgh, 28th Sept. 

ST 

His SanAry RAISED.—Stranger (at ticket-office window)—"“ When does the next 
train west start?” Ticket Agent (unintelligible grunt), “Is it a through train 
or way train?” Grunt, ‘Can you tell me where I can find a time-table?” Grunt. 
“ Young man, I am the new superintendent of this road, and am delighted with the 
evidence you give of long experience im your position, Your salary shall be raised 
at once.”—Omaha Herald. 


* We think the safest plan is to wait until the float begins to move off after being 
laid flat on the surface, Ep, 


J.’ ANDERSON, 





WHICH DIFFERENT. FISH 


THE TESTIMONIAL TO MR. R, GHURNEY. 
(Secretary of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, &c.) 


For over a quarter of a century Mr, R. Ghurney has been so well 
known to London club anglers as an earnest and most successful 
worker in their interests, that we are sure the feeling will be general 
in favour of giving him a handsome testimonial in acknowledgment 
of hig many services, among others, the protecting and stocking of 
the river Lea, which now offers over forty miles of free fishing, pre- 
served by the Anglers’ Association, of which Mr. Ghurney is secre- 
tary ; the great boon of privileges from the railway companies by 
which London anglers can now travel. to their fishing resorts at 
nearly half the usual rates, and the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, of 
which Mr. Ghurney was a principal promoter—he was, indeed, its 
father, and has been its secretary since its establishment, ten years 
ago. It would take far too much space were we to attempt to de- 
scribe in detail the work Mr. Ghurney has done, and it is quite 
unnecessary, Mr. Howse having lately sent a circular letter, giving 
full particulars, to all angling societies. The following gentlemen 
have already joined 


THE COMMITTEE : 


Mr. T. Spreckey, President of the Thames Angling Preservation Society. 
Mr. W. H. Broveuam, secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society. 
Mr. P. GEEN, President of the Anglers’ Association. : " 
Mr. H. A. Beck, of the Clapton Angling Society. 

Mr. W. M. Murray, of the Clapton Angling Society. 

Mr. T. R. Sacus, of the Piscatorial Society. 

Mr. E. J. Waker, hon. secretary of the Piscatorial Society. 

Mr. C. S. Bentiey, of the Gresham Angling Society. 

Mr. A. W. Parker, of the Gresham Angling Society. 

Mr. C. H. Kennet, hon. secretary of the Islington Angling Society. 

Capt. ALFRED. 

Mr. W. H. Suriuré, secretary of the Penge Angling Society. 

Mr. J. H. Ex.is. 

Mr. J. H. Cuinps, of the Lea Conservancy. 

Mr. W. Kayes, hon. secretary of the Grange Angling Society. 

Mr. W. Witson, secretary of the Sundial Angling Society. 

Mr. Carter, of the Sundial Angling Society. 

Mr. Harry G. Warz, secretary of the Greenwich Angling Society. 
Mr. W. 8. Woopueap, secretary of the Sociable Brothers Angling Society. 
Mr. J. CorrpriLt, secretary of the South Hackney Angling Society. 

Mr. J. H. HAZELDINE. fae 

Mr. Norman, Gresham Angling Society. 

Will those gentlemen who promised Mr. Howse their assistance at the preli- 
minary meeting kindly send him their names ?—he regrets their addresses have 
been mislaid. 

Further subscriptions will be acknowledged as received and names added to 
committee ; it is proposed to call a meeting of the committee in the early 
part of next month. : 





R. B. Marston, hon. treasurer. 
Henry Hows, hon: secretary. 





PRELIMINARY LIST. OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
CLAPTON ANGLING SOCIETY :— G8, Oe £ ved. 


Mr. R. B. Marston (Ed. Fisuinc Gazerre), President 3 3 0 
Clapton Angling Society .....:...csseeesssecseneeeeeeeeeseee ees On: Ol pe. 
Members of ditto (First List)..........s.cccseceeeeeenes seuss . 4 4.0 
——— 1010 0 
Miri Pi Glcon, Fe. at dee tanh cath ce videtcecncoessn dene oatednesogansnasigccsaeogitnges 22 0 
Mr. T. Spreckley.............secsepessancncanrasrerne poscenrcrccersesccreccenecenes tert 0 
Mr) TB Sachs. (..cthcbcectscitenve cto ctecdredswe tect eae. obdess Ss Gonceaee eon 010 6 
Mr. W. H. Brougham «.......cicccscsscbeae dente nocd ectenngeccie odedecee sett ivae a250 10 6 
Mr. E. J. Walker, Hon. Sec. of the Piscatorial Society .........:.::.00+ ae o 
The Grange Angling Society ........:sccedeeceneenesee seensvenereneneceeeeees 010 6 
Mr, G. March’ Webbr wisi. sacdeescts tcsccsmacs ade nsoeevkessilecvsessecececingeess 7 i 0 
Mr:- Ge H- W000 ssrersisrsssenvriavversescorssvevevesenseenees wii Sea Se OO 
The Stoke Newington Angling Society—£1 from club, and 10s. from 
individual MEMbETS...... 5.2. .c..scececeedeccecucsdecee svessscegsceseresras cee 110 0 
The Islington Angling Society ........sc0..cvecessese sees netecnsctetesseesereeene 17 1-0 
The Marlborough Angling Society ........0:.sceesseeseeeees Heocceet ADCUSCGEE 5 (ahi 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 
(SPECIALLY compiled for the Fisn1nc GazeTte by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 
Joun Epwin Gop, of London, for an invention of “ Improvements in 
Fish- Hooks.” , 

WituiaM Pultuirs, of Redditch, for ‘ Fixing Winches to Fishing-Rods—viz., 
a Revolving Winch-fitting for Angling, to Fix or Hold Winches with 
Different Sizes of Plates.” 


a SS RT 





A Swia.—A Kentuckian with a large jug made a bargain with a countryman to 
take him four miles over the hill, ‘How much’ll you charge?” ‘‘Oh; a couple of 
swigs of the stuff in that jug’ll make it about square, I reckon.” After the journey 
had been made and the countryman had taken a swig, he said: ‘‘ Stranger, I’m a 
peaceable man, but if you don’t want to be chuck full of lead to-night you'd better 
find another way to carry yer molasses.” 

“Mortum,” said the five-year-old demon just as Mrs. Oldboy was preparing to 
leave home on a six weeks’ visit, ‘“ what’s become of the fur you used to wear last 
winter ?”—‘ Locked up, Willie ; why ?”—“Say, has wings growed on it?”—‘‘No; 
why do you ask such silly questions ?”—‘“’Cause I heard pop say this morning he 


' would make the fur fly while you are away.”—The trunks were at once unpacked, 


and the look that came into Mrs. Oldboy’s face made the clock strike thirty-four.— 
Nebraska Journal, 

A Scorcu CourtsHip.—A young Aberdonian, bashful, but desperately in love, 
finding that no notice was taken of his frequent visits to the’ house of his sweet- 
heart, summoned up sufficient courage to address his fair one thus :—‘ Jean, I wis 
here on Monday nicht.” “Ay, ye were that,” acknowledged she, ‘ An’I wis here 
on Tuesday nicht,” “So ye were.” ‘An’I wis here on Wednesday,” continued the. 
ardent youth. “Ay, an’ ye were here on Thursday nicht.” ‘An’ I wis here last 
nicht, Jean.” “Weel, she said, “what ifye were?” ‘An’ I am here this nicht 
again,” ‘An’ what aboot it, even if ys cam’ every nicht?" “ What aboot it; did 
yesay, Jean? Did ye no begin to smell a rat?"—=Dublin Nation, 
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THE NEW “ACME LIN 


mgeiiGitoxat ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


mer Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not mE 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 










































Authorities. 
Without above Mark SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
S einieGonwil mien Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under astrong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
tly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the IMPROVED ‘ACME’ LINE lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF An Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept, 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent *‘ Whiplash” Taper are now So’ely Manufactured by us. With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yord. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb, dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named, 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing), For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“ J find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.” —From the FisHING GAZETTE 
September, 1886, 


“My son has had first-rate sport with them,”—W. H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 








Position) of Hopes ag Outline when viewed 
sodas ond from peat, when on Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen. Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


de Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and_over 200 Illustrations—the largest issued in Great Britai ; 6 
Seb ShN Gi he ; Wholesale Lists (to the Trade only), 2 gtac pat ; nitein, post cere ee 


STABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, ls. 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.C, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 
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COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST "[' ft A the World Produces 


AT 35, A POUND. 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at ls. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 


Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
Hon, W. E. Gladstone, and 
many other prominent person- 
rages in this Country and 
Europe. 


ENGIASCD BY ALL PHYSIGIANS 











Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. nas 
AV EPAULETTED 
CHIEF OQFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. op teatitat 4). 
Nig RATER EEO 


4g [re 
GREAT_BRITAIN PAT N2 9672 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 











Aine wareteey bas labo nus founal in every gormae! 


63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND (near Charing 


Cross), W.C. ; 268, REGENT CIRCUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
GROVE, W.; 3384, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C., LONDON. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER COs 


TT RE Dee 
Angling Reminiscences,| 2. 2#onepires 5. 
BY 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


FRANCIS FRANCIS. BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post | tuADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE ‘ 


free by sending stamps to UP WHILE OaSTING. E 
, Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, |. "Xone genuine unless stamped “WW. B> on the planer’ Trout Bises, 28. 6d, each, 
ST, DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C, WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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CHAS. FARLOW. & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 






C 


; IMPROVED PIKE SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S “DESIDERATUM.” FISHING BASKET. 


Regd. No. 25,692. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER. 


Regd. No. 38,511. 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET. 
Very light. 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 





40 rf: Putney. 
45 “- Hammersmith, 
50 7 Barnes, 

Add 55 x, Kew. 
75 fr Richmond, 
80 rf Twickenham, 
85 - Teddington, 


’ 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 

For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 
Saturday, October 8 eee coe 5.6 ae ses 5,23 
Sunday, reo nee eee 5.43 An tee 6.6 
Monday, £6 10 eee nie 6.32 see see 7.0 
Tuesday, " ll ses sac 7.33 see ses 8.10 
Wednesday, _ 12 nee wee 8.53 0 tie 9.40 
Thursday, Fr 13 cas an0 10.23 vee ces 11.0 
Friday, 3 14 AD “80 11.36 see 560 12.0 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 
There is no change in the character of fishing; but if anything, it is more un- 
favourable, and fewer anglers have been out. The report from the Tidal portion of 
. the river is :—‘ The water is in the same condition ; but the easterly winds which 
have prevailed have made the fishing not so brisk.” Inthe upper district the water 
very low and bright. The poaching season has about come to an end, and the 
keepers have not detected any attempt to net the river, 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHmonpD.—Christopher Brown, in three days, 45lb. weight of roach and dace. 
Job Brain, sen., in five days70lb, Job Brain, jun., in three days, 40lb. ; and Henry 
Howard, in five days, 601b. 

TWICKENHAM.—Richard Coxen, in four days, 62lb, of roach and dace, and two 
barbel. George Coxen, in three days, 571b., and three bream. John Coxen, jun., in 
three days, 40lb. Samuel Cole, in seven days, 112lb. J. Dobbin, in three days and 
two half-days, 941b., three barbel, and two bream. Edward Finch, in three and a 
half days, thirty dozen. The following is the report from the fishermen connected 
with The Two Sawyers :—C. Hennessey, in half a day, five dozen, Pert Hammer- 
ton, in four days, 100lb., and two bream ; and Richard Moffatt, in two and a half 
days, twenty-seven dozen. \H. Spiers, the fisherman employed by the Queen’s 
Head, in six days, 1301b. John Spong, in six days, fifty-nine dozen, and a couple of 
barbel. F, Wiggins, in one day with Mr. Harrison and friend, 25lb,; and in three 
other days, 491b. John Frost, in three days, 401b. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, three days, eighteen dozen of roach and dace, and 
one jack. W. McBride, in four days, twelve dozen, and eight bream. 

KinGston.—John Johnson, sen., writes :—‘“‘I have only been out one day jack- 
fishing ; but no good. JohnJohnson, jun., in the week, has got four bream, two 
barbel, a few fine roach and dace, and ten dozen of large gudgeon. A private boat 
got eight dozen of dace in the tideway, and some roach, dace, and gudgeon above 
the lock, Another private boat got a nice mixed lot of roach, dace, and gudgeon, 
some of the latter being 7in. in length. J. Wilks has not been well, and only out 
once gudgeon-fishing. The water is so bright, nothing but fine tackle is of any use, 
The nights get cold, and the bank-fishing not so plentiful and the sport not so good, 
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I have only seen three bream and one bottle all the week, and but few other fish 
from the bank, John Johnson, jun., went one day to Hampton Court and got eight 
chub.” Mr. Hawkins has taken a barbel of 91b, loz. ; G. Chamberlain, in one day, 
pei en of roach and three dozen of gudgeon ; ©. Bolton, in one day, eight dozen 
of fine dace. 


Lona Dirron.—H. Buttery, in one day, a brace of jack and eight dozen of fine 
ace. 

THAMES DiTtTon.—H, Tagg, in half a day, seven dozen of gudgeon. 

HAMPTON Court.—T. Wheeler, in two days, eleven dozen of roach and dace, The 
other fishermen have not been out. 

Sunpury.—The Messrs. Stroud have been getting about three dozen of roach and 
dace and a few gudgeons each day during the week ; John Stroud gota trout of 41b., 
which was put back again ; Edward Clarke, during the week, twelve dozen of roach 
and dace ; and J, Lock, in two days, eight dozen, 
sn ot ae Merrick, with A. Lavey, in one day, fourteen bream—the largest 

fockatiog As Purdue, in one day, five dozen of gudgeon and two brace of 
perch. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Mr, Heyburn, in one day, six chub. 

CuErtsEY.—J. Hackett, one day, two jack and one bream ; and another day, with 
Mr. Egan, ten dozen of roach and dace ; J. Poulter, one day, three bream weighing 
abe and six dozen of roach and dace; and another day, with Mr. Wastell, five 

ozen, 

STAINES.—John Keene, jun,, in six days, thirty-five dozen of roach and dace, 
thirty barbel—the largest 4}1b.—seven chub, two jack, and one perch. 


UPPER THAMES. 


In the continued absence of rain the river continues very bright and streamless, 
and, with the exception of the ever-biting gudgeon, not any classes of fish are re- 
munerating the hopeful and patient anglers who enter an appearance 
on the banks of the Thames. The enormous masses of weeds which 
have developed themselves this summer are now rotting, and for want of stream are 
polluting the water, and still further rendering the chances of sport poor indeed ; 
so, until a stiff freshet arrives by the kind dispensation of Jupiter Pluvius, the pro- 
spects of anglers will stand at zero. My reports from the various stations are un- 
interesting in the extreme, the professionals lamenting the condition of the river, 
ae the amateurs being conspicuous only by their absence.—MARLOW Buzz, 

ctober 6, 





Thames (Caversham). 


Out Thursday, five barbel, weighing 17lb. On the 2nd October, a few chub, the 
largest weighing 3}1b., and roach, the largest weighing }lb, On Monday, seven 
chub, the largest 2lb., and two dozen roach, the roach being small. On Tuesday, 
out with Mr, Kimbel, of the Crown Hotel, Caversham, three barbel and three chub, 
the largest barbel weighing 61b., the total weight being 23lb. On Wednesday, three 
parbel, the largest weighing 5}lb. No doubt there would be larger takes, but the 
water is still very bright.—W. Moss. 


Thames (Datchet). 

Still in want of rain before any sport will be had with the barbel, roach, &c. I 
was out on the 3rd inst., and got five dozen dace. On the 4th we had several runs 
with jack, some big ones. The weeds seem to have gone in a marvellous manner ; 
there are scarcely any left, wherea short time back it was almost impossible to geta 
boat through them.—G, LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Goring). 


There have been some very good perch taken about here this week, one boat 
taking four dozen in one day, all good fish, I have had one day, and taken two 
dozen of very good perch ; they are got in deep water now.—JOHN RusH, Oct. 6. 


Thames (Windsor). 

Though the water is still clear as crystal, there has been a slight improvement in 
sport during the past week. Barbel are at last in a feeding humour, and I have had 
the pleasure of weighing two capital fish, one 63lb., taken by Mr. Carpenter, of 
Windsor (who with Sergeant Merrett, of the Scots Guards, had on one occasion over 
201b.), and one of 641b., taken by Mr. T. W. Ogilwy, of Windsor. Mr. H. Manning, 
of Windsor, has been taking a few, also chub and dace. Roach are very shy, but 
gudgeon still feed well, and may be taken in great quantities. A few jack have 
been caught, but of small size, and till the weeds die off heavy fish will not be 
get-atable. I have just weighed a very handsome pike, taken this afternoon in 
private waters by J. Ponsonby, Esq., of Windsor Castle, going 141b. 9oz., of perfect 
proportions, and very young for its weight.—B. R, BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). . 

A fine fontinalis of 2lb. 1loz. was caught about three miles above Brigg by Mr. 
H. Holland last week. It was 193in. long and 9{in. girth, and Mr, Atkinson tells 
me it was splendid eating. This is one of the runaways from a brook which I have 
recently stocked. Three fine trout, also runaways from the Manor Fishery, have 
been taken during the season. The largest was 3lb. More will doubtless be taken 
in time to come. Silver bream have also been caught in large numbers, and two 
perch, of nearly 51b. the two. But the most noteworthy event of the week is the 
capture of another large carp at Croxby Lake by Mr. A. Mountain, of Grimsby. 
This fish weighed 131b, 1loz., and showed the fight of a salmon, It ran o1t with 45 
yards of line, and made sundry efforts to get into the weeds, but was ultimately 
landed after a few shorter runs. Mr. Mountain was greatly assisted by Mr. W. B. 
Fisher, who had the pleasure of grassing it in a small landing-net. If this can be 
done in the crystal water of Croxby, it looks hopeful for the clouded water of the 
Ancholme.—THOMAS ForpD, Oct. 5. 


Chichester. é 

What a set of grumblers we are! The agriculturists are perfectly satisfied with 
the weather while piscatorials are wanting rain. In many districts where streams 
are supplied from the deep chalk springs there is enough water, and to spare; but 
within half a mile water is badly wanted, and now worth a halfpenny a bucket. A 
fortnight’s heavy downpour would greatly improve the’streams and rivers. Sport is 
not satisfactory. Chichester Canal is all right as to colour ; but low water is running 
in from the culverts ; but I hear of a leak at the lock, so that the water is not much 
benefitted. On Monday several visitors were down, but takes generally were not 
worth recording. Some good baskets of roach have been made, but not up to the 
standard of a few seasons since. A #lb, roach is now exceptional, Pike have not 
been feeding well. A breakaway with a large fish near the Ashtree swim is the only 
record, if record it may be called. A few roach and chub have been taken in the 
upper waters of the Ouse, and some good reach from the tidal waters of the Adur 
and Arun, On the coast bass-fishing is slow, and my informant at Littlehampton 
states it is the worst year for mullet experienced for some seasons. Weather this 
day, Thursday, dull wind, southerly GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Dove and its Tributaries. oh 

The water is in fair condition for grayling, which have been and are rising well. 
The killing flies continue to be the Silver Dun and Little Pale Blue. Very few 
fishermen have been out since trout went out. Trout are out by law ; but they are 
in” so far as natural conditions are concerned, and this all over the Midlands. That, 
unfortunately, is an unimportant feature—a fact of no moment. So far as we can 
judge, the main mass of Midland trout will commence to spawn in late November, 
when the land is frost-bitten, and the thermometer is daily, as well as nightly, 
below zero. In mild October we do not, even at the tail end of the month once in a 
dozen years, get one inane and unhandsome fish out of a score brace. In February, 
on the other hand, we get fish for the fisheries. It is, however, of little use our 
describing a state of things only too well known to every trout-fisher residing within 
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the bounds of the district under the sway of the Trent Conservancy Board, As this 
lop-sided state of the law is brought home to anglers here annually with increasing 
force, we could not well refrain from alluding to the feeling existing on the matter. 


—FostTer Bros., Ashbourne. ; 
Eden (Carlisle). 


There have been a few salmon killed during the last ten days ; but, considering the 
amount of “ flogging” that has been going on, the sport has not been satisfactory, 
and won’t be until we get a flood. The Archdeacon of Carlisle has killed two fish ; 
Mr. T. H. Horrocks, one; Mr. T. H. Hodgson, one; Mr. T. Davidson, one ; Mr. N. 
MacInnes, one ; Serjt. Bone, one; and Major Howie a 30-pounder; these all below 
Warwick, except one. In the Edenhall water, Raine, gamekeeper, has killed half- 
a-dozen fish, This shows that I was correct in saying that the first run of autumn 
fish always seek the higher spawning. ground. There are plenty of salmon in the 
Solway ready to make tracks up the river as soon as there is water enough,— 
SILVER-GREY, ; , 

Esk (Whitby). 

During the past week this river has been in capital condition for fishing, and 
the sport of our local anglers among the salmon and salmon-trout has been excel- 
lent. Mr, Lay and Mr. W. H. Rhodes, from their private waters at Lealholm, have 
had good sport, the latter landing four fish, weighing in the aggregate about 40lb. 
Mr. Thomas Watson landed ten fish averaging 6lb. to 7lb. each ; Captain Hay, two 
of 11lb. and 12lb. at Grosmont; Mr. Harland, one of 1541b. at Egton ; Captain 
James Donsdale, three good fish ; Mr. Keighley, Mr. Green, and Mr. Tonkiss one 
each. Other anglers have alsobeen fairly successful. The water is now rather low 
again ; but with the next flood there will be plenty of sport, as the river is full of 


fish—J. J. J. 
Idle (Notts). 

There is not much doing on this river for various reasons, Pike are not being 
caught so plentifully as was anticipated, and other fish are very quiet. The chief 
reason is want of water, and the water isnot so good as it might be, because it is 
still too clear. Being a sandy and light soil, all rain that comes is absorbed. A few 
days ago one of a party of Sheffield anglers came across about a stone of good roach 
and dace near Bollam,.—L. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—Large quantities of fish are being brought in daily by the fishermen. 
The weather being fine, it enables them to fish the whole tide, returning some with 
1501b., others from 50lb. to 100lb. per boat, principal fish being conger, whiting 
pout, and codlin. Amateurs fishing from the rocks, pierhead, and jetty have had 
good ‘sport. Wednesday evening, a gentleman fishing from the jetty with a very 
fine line, hooked a ling from.25lb. to 301b. Some lads went out with a boat and 
brought the fish ashore. The herrings have made their appearance, and the fisher- 
men say there is every prospect of a good season. Good sport can be had just now. 
Weather fine and fish plentiful. ComEr. 


Lake District. 

The weather is again exceedingly dry, and the rivers are becoming low. Numbers 
of flies are on, however, and fish are rising well. . In the Kent, during the last three 
days of the season, Mr. H. Mann had 211b. of nice trout, and Mr. R. Park had over 
271b. of good brook-trout from the Mint and Sprint in the same time. Trout and 
char went out of season at midnight on Saturday, and now anglers are busily 
devoting themselves to sea fish. Of these there are a food number at the Waiste on 
the Kent, though, owing to want of water, they have row nearly ceased to run. At 
this place the following takes have been had :—Messrs. R. Garnett, seven fish; G. 
Fisher, two and three ; J. Whitehead, six and four; O. Bleaze, four and seven; J. 
Curwen, six ; and H, Beadle, seven..: Fishing would improve greatly with rain, as 
now salmon are at a standstill. Trout are just beginning to run for the “ redds,” 
though the movement is.as yet by no means general, The takes of Char in Winder- 
mere continued good up to the last, both in quantity, size, and quality.— 


EPHEMERZ. 
EF py Lea (Ware). 

The river is in good condition now, and a lot of fish ought to be taken ; but the 
“grousers ” seem very artful, for they are very fanciful as to diet. The natives have 
been getting a lot of dace from the Manifold Ditch: (the river-side of the bridge). 
Anglers will hail with delight the opening of the new Old Mill House next the lock. 
Jack have been on the feed the last few days outside of Rawling’s Pond. Dace and 


roach take blood’s for bait. Mr. Newson, of the Amicable Brothers, fishing here | 


yesterday, got a nice specimen roach.— HARRY PAGE, Oct. 6, 


Lea (Tottenham). : 

“‘T do not believe there are any jack in the water,” said an angler to me on the 
evening of Friday last week. “I have been fishing the lower pool with gut tackle 
and the liveliest of silvery dace, and have failed to obtaina run.” ‘‘ There are jack 
there,” I replied ; “ but if they are not on feed, the finest tackle and the best of bait 
will not catch them.” Had that angler fished on the following day. (Saturday), he 
would, in all probability, have hada different tale to tell, for on that day they came 
on feed, and several were taken, Mr. Creffield being to the fore with the heaviest 
fish, one of 8}1b. Mr. Dodd, two fish, weighing respectively 5lb. l40z. and 441b.; 
several smaller ones; were taken, Mr, Bensley getting two and Mr, Chasney 
two. On Monday, Mr. Dodd killed a nice fish, weighing 6lb. 50z.. On 
Tuesday, Mr. Creffield took one sizeable fish, and Mr. J. A. Bennett two, returned 
to their native element. On Wednesday, Mr. H. Bowden, one fish, 6lb. 3oz. ; and 
Mr, J. A. Bennett, one fish, up to the standard. To-day (Thursday), Mr. Cater, two 
fish, 8lb. 30z, and 4lb. 50z.; Mr. Dodd also taking one sizeable fish. The weather and 
water have not been right for successful roach-fishing, nevertheless a few good fish 
have been taken late in the evenings by Messrs. Williams, Lamb, and others. With 
the fly, whipping, fair sport has been had, Mr, J. A. Bennett and self having taken 
during the week over nine dozen fish. The most killing fly just now is a very small 
Black Gnat, made thus : Body, the fibre of a feather from a rook’s wing ; legs, the 
feather from the neck of an old cock starling ; wings, dark starling, dressed on the 
very smallest sneck hooks.x—HACKLES RED. 


Leicester, 

Changes atmospherical have been frequent of late. October, however, was 
ushered in with fine bright weather, and fortunately has remained pertly so since 
the commencement. Anglers have not been slow to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of paying a visit to the local societies and other watersin this district : those 
situated close to Leicester and at Aylestone have received the most attention, whilst 
the Abbey Park waters have not at all been neglected. Lately, the best fishing has 
been done during the early portion of the day. Perhaps the most attention has 
been devoted to the waters of Aylestone, as a great many anglers seem aware of the 
fact that these waters afford excellent winter fishing for all kinds of good fish. 
Reylott, the famous Leicestershire cricketer, has been very successful at the Ayle- 
stoue waters, haying, during the last few days, among a mixed lot of fish, some fine 
chub, a brace of which weighed 421b., another 641b., and one fish 41b., the largest of 
the lot being weighed-in at the Swan Club. Messrs, Wood, G. Gask, 8. Condon, 
Hobbs, and Ryde each have had a rare time among the roach and perch. A number 
of good jack have been taken by live-bait fishing during the week. The largest 
scaled 531b.,°and was taken from the New Bridges Pond. ©A good “many other 
anglers have had satisfactory lots of fish, so that altogether prospects would seen 
favourable for a good winter season, The waters, although rather low, are in fine 
eondition,— ALERT, i saat og 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are now very low, and fishing has been very dull, A few fishermen 
have ventured out; but the success they have met’ with has been yery limited, 
Grasshopper-fishing has been indulged in by a few ; but little has been done with it, 
The fy has been used, and a few good grayling landed, The Pinsley is ‘low, Fish- 
ing in it has. been yery quiet,—-GWYNNE, =e Bnei 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The water being very bright, sport has been rather slack, Several small pike 
have been taken, and many of them returned to their. native element... Large pike 
do not feed yet, although they have been sought for. Roach and bream have been 
very quiet, and they will be until we have a change of water. I’ve not heard of 
any being taken this week. If we get a change of water very shortly pike will feed 
well, for the time is on now. Prospects fair.—H. Rout. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The trout season came to an end on Friday Jast, and, on the whole, it has been a 
very successful one. The brooks, during the earlier part of the year, contained 
many more trout than in former seasons ; but I fear the late droughts have played 
sad havoc amongst them. By far the largest take of the season, to my knowledge, 
was madé on the 29th ult., by Mr. Wynstastey, who took upwards of fifty trout, all 
in fine condition, ina brook near Bourton, on the Berwick estate, with the Red 
Spinner. Of course, this is private water, and permission has to be obtained to fish 
therein, Mr. Perkins has finished up his season well, and gives me the following 
list of captures, not mentioning rough fish, of which he has taken some dozens 
Friday week, at Emstrey, two trout of 1lb. and 4lb., with the spinning minnow 
The following day, at Cyton Rocks, another pair, of 23lb. and #lb., with the 
same bait, and also a good grayling of. }lb. with the fly. On Tuesday, at. Atcham, 
a pair of grayling, weighing 141b. the two. ‘The next day, one. grayling, and a 3lb. 
trout. Thursday: at Preston Boats, in the channel and at the mouth of. the weir 
three trout, of 31,14, and l1lb. respectively, with. the spinning minnow; and.at 
night, with the Willow fly, another trout of 1lb. The same angler tells me that 
the heaviest fish he has taken this season’ he took on Feb. 19, namely, a trout of 
62lb., with the spinning minnow, and which fish took him no less than two and a 
half hours to land, and when in the landing-net his little boy, who was assisting 
him, could not lift the monster out of the water. Rather an exciting bit of sport 
this for a cold February day. Mr. Thomas, on Wednesday last, after a struggle; 
managed to bank a fine pike of 7lb. at Monkmoor with the spinning bait, and a day 
or two previous he obtained two, weighing 43 and 53lb, each, PISCATOR, 


Taw (North Devon). oe 
The small quantity of rain since my last only rose the water three or four inches 
and thickened it, and within forty-eight hours all ran out again, so the rivers are as 
low asever. The salmon are very scarce, little, if anything, doing, and it is feared 
from all appearance there will be no fishing for peal or salmon this season. The 
net men, although the season is over, are still poaching a few, and I hear several 
summonses are issued. The gentlemen who fish most. for salmon and peal were 
obliged to go.to Scotland for their fishing this season. This year is certainly to the 
fish a Jubilee year, and I for one, for what I experienced in it, hope never to live to 
see another. I shall be glad when the year is out and gone, I hope never tobe 

remembered.—_ Rusty GAME, October 6, } ; 


Tees (Croft). ° 

Salmon-fishing is at a discount in this river. A slight flood last Saturday was the 
means of paras | anglers astir on Monday, when Mr. J. Bamlett-got a small fish of 
2341b.,and Mr. C. Gillam one of 13%lb. On Tuesday, Mr. R. Brown got one of 3lb., 
and on Wednesday the same gentleman lost a good fish. In the Dinsdale district 
four gentlemen have only-got about half a dozen. River now low and bad colour, 
Bad season so far, but I hove for better results soon.—G. J. SNAITH, 


Teme (Tenbury) 

The Teme in this district still keeps running very low and clear. At times, we 
can hear of a few fish being taken with the fly ; but anglers will not go out until 
the water rises. On Tuesday, a few grayling were taken with the fly; but they 
were small. The Kyre, Rea; and Ledwyche are all low; fishing in them dull.— 
WORCESTER, ; 

Teme (Ludlow), 

The water in this partis very low and bright. Fishing during the day-time has 
been quiet. In the evening and morning some good grayling and coarse fish have 
been taken with the red worm and maggot. A fewfish taken with the fly. The 
best flies are the Willow, Little Red Ant, and Orange Tag Tails. Some fish have 


| been caught with the grasshopper ; but few anglers have used them yet, The Corve, 


Clun, Oney, and Ledwyche are all very low, and there is no good fishing in them ; 
nor will there be, until the water is refreshed with rain,—S, LUDLOW. 


Trent (Gainsborough). ' 

We have had big tides again this week, and anglers have to go well up the river 
to get amongst the fish. A fresh is sadly wanted. One gentleman took six nice 
bream near Dunham, weighing 15lb., with worms and gentles, and a friend fishing 
with him had two, weighing 6lb., with worm, besides roach, dace, and eels, which 
were not weighed. It is not often a salmonis hooked in this neighbourhood, but on 
Sunday last a piscator, fishing for bream with a bunch of maggots, hooked a 
“ whopper.’ He had to run along the bank after it for some distance, and it even- 
tually broke away and left him lamenting—I won't say more. Two nice. pike, 
weighing 5lb. 7oz. and 4lb. 50z., were taken in the river Idle, near Gainsborough, on 
Wednesday. Maggot is the best bait for roach F RANK R. THORPE, 


Tyne. 

Since my last note the river was in good condition for angling till Tuesday 
morning, when a flood came in, and in consequence salmon-fishing has temporarily 
ceased. Some good fish have been had, notably a fine grilse of 83lb. at Wylam, with 
the “ Wilkinson.” Other anglers have also been successful, but full details are not 
to hand. Roach, dace, flounders, and, now and again, perch are feeding well, and 
are being taken daily in good numbers with worm and maggot in the tideway and 
deep water higher up the river.—FARIO. ~ aT 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 
The river is now.in good order, the recent rains having given it a good scouring, 
which was very much needed after the dry summer, Some very good perch were 
taken last week, also pike and roach,—BORDERER, ty 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

We had another nice fresh down this river last week, and.although the trout 
rose better than the grayling, still some nice specimens of the latter were basketed. 
Snipe Bloa, Waterhen Bloa, Red Tag, and Apple Green Dun are the best patterns to 
employ at present.— FRANCIS M, WALBRAN. Boe 


» Witham. 

The weather has been very favourable during the last few days for pike-fishing, 
and the Witham, as is its wont, is again furnishing fair sport. Nothing very large 
has yet been reported on the river, but some pretty good fish have been killed both 
by live-bait and spoon-trolling in the waters about Kirkstead, Dogdyke, and towards 
Tattershall, A good pike was caught last: week, weighing 12lb.,on a drain near 
Spalding—the best this season. The number of visitors is now beginning to fall off, 
as, on the whole, it is getting ‘too cold for the roach-fishers. Some pretty good 
baskets of roach, however, have been. killed about Bardney locks, several Lincoln 
anglers having patronised this locality with some success. The chub-holes I have 
alluded to before continue to furnish a. goodly number of fish. One day late last 
week a stone of. fish was got froma hole at the mouth of the Brant. . Other holes 
nearer, Branbridge have yielded well.’ The best chub I have heard of was a brace 
scaling 3lb, each.—L,, Oct. 6. At ci 
Wye (Buxton, Derbyshire). 

The trout-fishing ended with the last day of September. Taking it all through, 
the season has been a very poor one, the cause being the drought and the consequent 
lowness of the water which prevailed forsome months, September was very favours 


able throughout, and some heavy baskets were made, On Friday last, J, Hate 





. 
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landed a fine trout 2%1b. E. Hobson had five brace, and heavy baskets were made 
by several others. ‘lhe prospects for next season are very promising, the number of 
small fish in the river being very large. Your correspondent, Mr, Binks, complains 
about the milky state he saw the Wye in when at Buxton. This is very easily 
accounted for, The river and the road for a long distance run close together, and, 
after a storm of rain, the dust from the limestone roads is washed. into the river, 
quickly changing the colour of the water to the milky state he saw itin. ‘The fish 
go off the feed while the water remains in this state, which is only fora short time. 
It is a nuisance for the water to get in this state ; but it certainly is not offensive as 
regards smell,—G, H.8., Oct, 6. 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

The past week has not been productive of anything exceptional in the way of 
angling. The Wye has been patronised by a few anglers, but with poor results. 
The Chatsworth water has afforded baskets of three and four brace of grayling per 
rod, And the Darley Dale and Matlock Club lengths of the Derwent have yielded 
like results, Mr, A, Clark and F.C. Arkwright, Esq., having the best sport, killing 
four and five brace each. The fliesnow on are the Silver Dun, Ash Dun, and Needle 
fly. The water is now in nice condition for fly-fishing —DOTTEREL, 


ESE 


SCOTCH NOTES. 


Dur (ABERDEENSHIRE).—The water is now in medium fishing trim, but would be 
none the worse for a good fall of rain to puta little colour into it. Several nice fresh- 
run fish have been taken lately, and according to all accounts the pools are remark- 
ably well stocked, There is a splendid chance for good sport just now, but as it 
happens to be the last month of the season, few sportsmen care to ply the rod. 
Sport as follows :— Hotel water: Mr, Styleman, 28th September, one fish, 73]b. ; 
4th October, one fish, 101b.; Dr, Brice, 1st October, two fish, 12lb, and 13lb. ; 3rd, 
one fish, 91b.; Mr. J. McLaren, 1st October, one fish, 8lb., and one sea-trout, 
Glentana water: Rev. Thos. Upcher, 4th October, one fish, 8lb.—GrEO. SMITH, 
Fishing-Tackle Maker, Ballater. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The waters 








here are still and clear, scarcely a ripple sparkling 
on the surface, and angling for salmon is slow sport, After sun-down the condi- 
tions are changed, Then is the time for fun with the herling, which rise to the fly 
with the smallest persuasion. On several days there have been fine runs of fish in 
the Annan, and those knowing ones who are ever watching the conditions of the 
water have had the pleasure of securing heavily-laden baskets. At Millbie Caul, 
near Annan, on Tuesday, Mr. Henry Boyd killed a fins salmon of 174lb. with the 
worm ; and from the same place a beauty was landed on Friday by Mr. Mansfield, 
of Mount Annan. There are plenty of salmon, but they need a lot of persuading. 
Nothing short of a gaff hook will rouse some of them. The Nith and Cairn have 
been the scenes of much lively sport lately, and they promise well. 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—During the past few days the Esk-has not been in such 
good condition for successful angling as for the past fortnight, and the takes for all 
kinds of fish are not so numerous as has been the rule of late. In Canonbie the 
river is well stocked with salmon, many of them fine heavy fish ; but the water 
being low and the weather bright, anglers have not had a particularly good time of 
it, We're craving fora flood badly. A new run of herling has ventured up the 
river, late as it is, and some good sport has been provided, Mr. Wm. Armstrong, of 
Rowanburn, having 30 in the Willow Pool. In the Longtown district fish are enough 
and to spare, and good anglers have made fair catches. In the Langholm water, Mr, M,. 
Borthwick one salmon 5}1b., and four sea-trout; Mr, W. Clarke killed three sea-trout 
at an evening’s fishing ; Dr. Martin, who is now sojourning at the Cross Keys, caught 
a salmon of 19}lb. in the Cauldron Pool ; and Colonel Ferrington, who also makes 
the Cross Keys his headquarters, took a salmon of 26lb. weight from the Willow 
Pool ; David Edgar had two from the Cauldron Pool. Dr. McLachlan, Mr. Brown, 
of Scaur Bank, the Rev. J. Phelps, Mr. Thompson, of Penrith, and others have done 
great feats in the Netherby waters below Longtown, Any quantity of herling.— 
GLOBE TROTTER. 

Locu RANNocH (Dunalastair Hotel, Kinloch-Rannoch),—On Monday, Oct, 3, Mr. 
Clifton, from the above hotel, had twenty trout, weighing 153lb.; on the 4th, the 
Hon. Luke White fished the loch, and had twelve trout, 931b. The weather is still 
favourable for loch and river-fishing. 

STENNESS (ORKNEY).—The trout-fishing is practically over for the season, 
although the close season does not commence till November Ist. The weather is 
now too cold for fly-fishing, and with the minnow the sport must be dearly bought, 
in having the discomforts of October to put up with. The only fair basket we have 
to record for the past week is that of Messrs. Duncan and Hill—eight trout, 1231]b. 
It may be interesting to state that the number of anglers who have visited this 
quarter has been greatly in excess of former seasons ; and during the autumn, 
especially the month of September, there has been an almost unprecedented run of 
gea-trout in the loch, whilst a large number of these have been caught ; at least half 
a dozen weighed over 6lb, each.— NORSEMAN, Oct. 3. 

Spgy.— Now that the season is drawing to a close, and the weather getting much 
colder, anglers are getting fewer. Certainly there isa want of interest, which would 
be easily set aglow again if the river grew considerably. Trout, finnock, and sea- 
trout are abundant, and unprecedented sport would be the consequence should the 
river rise. The Fiddoch is presently yielding good sport, but the trout are very 


small,— ANGLER. 
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THE LARGEST WINDERMERE CHAR ON RECORD. 


ApnouT two years ago the fishermen and some of the inhabitants of Winder- 
mere petitioned the local fishery board to reduce the mesh of the char-nets 
on the lake. his the board refused to do, and by the enormous yields of 
char this year the people have seen the error of their way, and have ad- 
mitted the wisdom of the board. Under the larger mesh the fish taken have 
been splendid ones, and the number has increased rather than decreased. 
Upon some days as many as 100lb. of char were taken by one boat, while 
takes of 50lb. to G0lb. were not uncommon. And now, just before the close 
of the season, the largest Windermere char on record has been taken. The 
fish was of the (in this district) hitherto unheard-of weight of 2lb. loz. Ii 
was taken trawling* by Mr. Higham, of Bowness, an old and enthusiastic 
fisherman ; the fish was 17in. in length and 10}in. in girth. It has been pre- 
served by the Clerk to the Conservators. 
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A LADY who had been fishing last month in Norway tells this story. According 
to her statement, she had pulled out a fish with such a strong jerk that the line 
caught on a high overhanging branch, and swung the trout many feet high in the 
air, A gentleman was coming along the bank, and the lady sought his aids: {uh 
beg your pardon, but I have just caught a trout, and it is up that tree,” she said ; 
“TJ don’t know whether you could get it for me, but I should be obliged if you could 
manage it.’ ‘I should be delighted it I could only climb up and reach it for you,” 
said the gentleman, “ but, unfortunately, I have a cork leg, and I fear Iam useless.” 
The next one that came by said he was very sorry, would have been delighted, but 
had sprained his arm that morning. The third, who was listening, was equally 
willing, but replied that he had broken his braces while climbing the opposite 
a _ The fourth replied most willingly, “I will go and fetch a ladder in Stock- 

olm.” 
gee ng en cen Annet needa nisi diel anally 


[* What kind of “angling oan “trawling” be ?—Ep,] 
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[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “’ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. ] 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The Renting and Preservation Committee held their meeting on Monday, Oct. 3rd, 
Mr. R. Murphy in the chair, after which the general committee assembled, with Mr. 
W. H. Beckett, vice-president, in the chair. The minutes of the meeting of Sept. 
5th having been read, approved, and signed, the chairman stated there were two 
more new societies to be enrolled, representatives from each being present, The 
first was called the Clissold Angling Society, held at the Horse and Groom, 105, 
Church-street, Stoke Newington, Mr, John Blackburn Page secretary. They at pre- 
sent number 12 members. On the proposition of Mr. Murphy, seconded by Mr, 
Burn, it was unanimously decided to enrol them. The next society is styled the 
Rifle, and is held at the Rifle Hotel, Fulham Palace-road, Fulham, Mr. G. ¥. Duck- 
lin, sec., 6, Aldensley-road, Bradmore-park, Hammersmith. They have 20 members, 
It was unanimously decided to enrol them. Several matters of importance to the 
Association, but not of general interest, were discussed, and the proceedings closed 
with a vote of thanks to the chairman.—H. J. TrpBarts, , 

SouTHERN DIVISION VISITING LIsT. 

The visit of the societies on this list to Ye Olde Blacke Friars,on Monday, the 
3rd inst., was a decided success, fifteen societies responding to the roll-call, The 
next visit will be to the Clapham Junction Angling Society, on Thursday, 20th 
inst.—J, SMITH, visiting officer. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following members have had small takes of roach and dace the past fort- 
night :—Mr, R. Marshall, Mr. C. Hands, and Mr. J. Hands. Aday’s outing has been 
arranged for Oct. 23, when we fish for several prizes and a sweepstake,—C, H, 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On October 4th, Mr. R. Atchison presiding, the minutes of the previous meeting 
were confirmed and signed: There being very little business before the society, the 
meeting resolved itself into a piscatorial chit-chat, On October 3rd, Mr. H, Holben 
in the chair, a successful visit was paid to this society by the societies enrolled under 
the Anglers’ Association in the Southern Division. Fifteen societies responded to 
the roll-call, viz.—Angler’s Pride, Battersea Friendly, Bermondsey Brothers, Bruns- 
wick Piscatorials, Blacke Friars, Clapham Junction, City of London, Golden Carp, 
Peckham Brothers, Rodney Piscatorials, Second Surrey, St. George’s, Walworth 
Waltonians, Wellington, Waggoners, and the following members thereof contributed 
to the evening’s amusement vocally, instrumentally, and otherwise :—Messrs. H. 
Holben, G. Harris, Baxter, C. Fisher, Banfield, Selth, Turner, T. Gibbs (the Thirsty 
Tiddler), G. George, Campbell, and Harry Dunn. Ye Friars beg to thank the repre- 
sentatives of the various societies present for their attendance, On Oct. 2, the com- 
petition at Horley was very tame, only six members competing.—JOHN SMITH, 
hon. sec, 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Several of our members were out on the 2nd inst., but they all returned with light 
bags. The following weighed in :—Messrs. Court, Frost, Taylor, and Davison. On 
the 16th we fish a match for four prizes, the place to be selected at the meeting pre- 
vious.—A, CONN, sec. 
BONA FIDE ANGLERS’ FISHING CLUB. 
The second annual pegged-down roach competition in connection with the above 
club took place at Goring on Saturday, Sept. 24th. Punctually at ten o'clock the 
drawing for swims took place, and with equal punctuality at half-past the signal 
was given to start. The contest was carried on most perseveringly by the compe- 
tito:s until the signal at half-past two declared the end of the fishing, The weigh- 
ing-in took place on the ground, with the following results :—Ist, Mr. Dolton, with 
specimen prize, 1130z. ; 2nd, Mr, Pocock, 9302. ; 3rd, Mr. Ford, 80z.; 4th, Mr, Spong, 
440z.; 5th, Mr, Holloway, 3$0z.; 6th, Mr. Hopkins, 220z.; 7th, Mr, Pike, 2302, ; 
8th, Mr, Webb, 240z.—J. Porrs, hon. sec. 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Friday, the 30th ult., was quarterly night, when Mr. J. Smith took the chair, and 
S. Bryan the vice. The minutes.and cash account for the previous week were duly 
passed, and the balance-sheet for the quarter presented, Messrs. F. W. Willis and 
S. Bryan being selected as auditors to examine the same. Mr. George Bryan ten- 
dered his resignation, which was accepted without comment. On the 2nd inst., Mr, 
J. Smith weighed-in 2lb. 9%0z. of roach and dace, Mr, H, Bryan having roach. 
I hope brother anglers will not forget Mr, Walter Robbins’ and Professor Andrea’s 
joint complimentary concert, to be held at our head-quarters, the King John’s 
Head, Sonthwark-street, Blackfriar’s-rouad, on Monday evening next, October 10, as 
a treat is in store for them.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon, sec. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report we have had some fair shows. Mr. Higgles, in three days, 
weighing 31lb. roach and dace ; Mr. Jamieson, three days, 15lb. roach and dace ; Mr. 
Jennings, one day, 6lb. roach ; Mr. Cooper, 3lb, roach and dace ; Mr. Daish, 2lb, 10oz. 
roach; Mr. Taylor, 3lb. roach; Mr. Buraingham, a nice show of chub, The next 
return visit, Western District, will be paid to our ‘society on Wednesday, Oct. 19, 
when we shall be very glad to meet any friends.—J. J.. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

At a meeting held on Wednesday, Oct. 5th, it was decided by a sub-committee 
that the peg-down match for members only take place at Bourne End on Wednesday 
Oct. 19th, under the following regulations—viz., That no competitor be allowed to 
use more than two rods; that all fish be sizeable; that the space of thirty yards 
separate each competitor, The first train will leave Paddington Station at 8.25 
a.m. Any member not being able to leave by this train can travel by any later one. 
Fishing to cease at 5.15 p.m.. All fish to be weighed-in at headquarters not later 
| than 8.30 p.m. Atnine o’clock a substantial supper will be put on the table by our 
worthy host and treasurer, Mr, J. W. Morgan ; tickets, 2s. each, to be had of the 
| treasurer or secretary, at the above address, The prizes will be distributed during 
the evening. Members intending to compete will please give notice to me in writing 
not later than Monday, Oct. 17th. No members being in arrears with their subscrip- 
tions can compete for the prizes. A fine show of roach and dace was brought in on 
Tuesday night by Mr. G. A. Boughton.-—ALr, EvANs, sec. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Monday last, at the 
Downs Hotel, Downs-road, Mr. H. A. Beck in the chair. Previous minutes were 
read and confirmed, and general business transacted, including the election of five 
new members, and the nomination of another. Catches reported : Mr. Wilks, chub, 
from New River ; Mr. Bedell, good sea-fishing at Herne Bay ; Mr. Beck, two. roach, 
scaling 2lb. 50z., and a chub of 231b. from the open waters at Enfield Lock. Angling 
matters were generally discussed, and a cordial vote of thanks to our chairman 
closed the proceedings. HENRY Howsn, hon. sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members fished a match at Rickmansworth on the 2nd inst., when only two 
were successful, Mr. Langton securing the first prize with 1lb. loz. of gudgeon, and 
Mr. Wilkins the second prize with 1530z. of gudgeon. Mr. Barrett, who did not take 
part in the match, weighed-in five jack from Elstree Reservoir, weighing 141b. 80z. 
Mr. Robinson weighed-in roach. The remaining four prizes will be fished for on 
the 9th inst., go where you please, two rods only, no live bait to be taken down, to 
start on the morning of match. Our next meeting night will be on Wednesday, 
| Oct, 12th, when we hope to have a large muster of members.—H, PALMER, sec, 
EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

Several of our members were out on the 2nd inst, competing for the president’s 
prize ; but the specified weight not having been taken, it will be fished for on 
the 1éth inst, Conditions and place will be posted in the olub-room, Mx, G, Jarvis 
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showed some fine jack in the week, weighing 7,5}, and 5lb., and a perch 1$lb.— 
E, P. ELDER, hon. sec. 
GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Monday, 26th Sept., we received a visit from the clubs on the South London 
United Visiting List, Mr. Hunt, our treasurer, in the chair, assisted by Mr. J. H. 
Rich, who acted for Sec. Mr. Kayes, away on his holiday. Harmony was opened by 
Mr. J. H. Rich, who was followed by representatives of nearly every club present. Roll 
call at eleven o’clock, answered by Anchor and Hope, Anglers’ Pride, Bermondsey 
Brothers, Brunswick, Marlborough, Rodney, St. George’s, Second Surrey, United 
Brothers, Deptford, Walworth Waltonians, Waggoners, Grange. It being noticed 
that our worthy and esteemed friend, Mr. Field, was absent and the cause explained, 
it was proposed by Mr. Lawes, Deptford, seconded by Mr. W. Rich, Grange, and carried 
unanimously that a letter be sent to Mr. Field, expressing the regret we, the repre- 
sentatives of South London angling clubs, feel at his resignation from the many 
active duties he performed on behalf of anglers through his continued indisposition, 
and wishing him a speedy return to full health. Where is the sensible advertise- 
ment re fishing at Brandon, Suffolk, mentioned in Note No. 2 last week ?—J. H. R. 

[We hope you will find it in this week.—ED. | 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

-. At the meeting on Tuesday last, Mr. Gardener in the chair, the usual business 
was transacted. Arrangements were made for the society to be represented on the 
Ghurney Testimonial, &c., and the final touches were put to the competition affair 
of Saturday, the 8th inst. Mr. Parker reported fishing at Reculvers, Ramsgate, 
and Herne Bay, at the latter place taking 212 fish in one day—viz., 109 dabs, 95 
whiting, 6 codling, 1 pouting, and 1 cottus, fishing from 11 a.m. to 5.30. It was 
decided that a monthly discussion should take place on some subject of interest to 
anglers. The following were suggested as useful topics : ‘‘ On the best means of 
abolishing the system obtaining among certain societies of fishing for gross weight 
prizes”; ‘‘sea-fishing—its advantages” ; ‘the best means of preventing the pollution 
of our rivers.’ That of sea-fishing to be the first, on the first Tuesday in November. 
—G. C. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 2nd inst. the second sweeptakes of the season took place at Bourne End, 
with the following result :—Mr. Percival, first, with roach ; Mr. Henri, second, with 
chub and roach; Mr. Harrison, third, roach and gudgeon; Mr. Dodd, roach and 
dace ; Mr. Lumby, roach ; Mr. Stoner, roach ; Mr. Lambert, roach: and Mr. Chap- 
and gudgeon. The following members also weighed-in :—Mr. De Perran, roach, 
dace, and chub; Mr. Green, roach and gudgeon; Mr. Stanton, roach ; and Messrs, 
A. C, and G, Crow, roach and dace.—C. B. Lumpy. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual monthly meeting was held at the One Tun on Friday last, the 30th ult., 
which was well attended, presided over by Mr. J. Stagemav. The minutes of the 
previous meeting heing confirmed and other business transacted, the club was 
declared “at home” for the reception of several visitors, and excellent harmony 
prevailed for the rest of the evening. On the 2nd inst., twelve of our members 
having competed in a peg-down match at Ware, Mr. J. Byworth brought away the 
sixth prize.—W. H. JOHNSON, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only a few of our members were out on the 2nd inst. Mr. A. Fish, bream, roach, 
and dace; Mr. R. Ford, roach and dace, being the only ones to weigh-in.—W. H. 
FENNER, sec., Oct. 2. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, R. B. Lodge took the chair at the meeting on Monday evening last, when 
there was an excellent attendance. The minutes having been passed and letters 
read, &c,, several nicely-framed pictures for decorating the new rooms were handed 
in by Mr. C. Stevens, Mr. C. 8. Bentley also adding to the library a “table book” 
for literary extracts, both these gentlemen receiving special votes of thanks for 
their donations, Messrs. Mark Davies and Samuel H. Parsons were duly proposed 
and seconded for membership; the next business being the ‘‘Ghurney Testimonial,” 
which was discussed, with the result that a guinea was voted to the fund, and the 
meeting further nominated the hon. sec. and Mr. C. S. Bentley to represent the 
society on the Testimonial committee. Since last meeting, Messrs. Stevens, Harper, 
and A. C. Bentley have fished, Mr. Stevens having a splendid take of roach from 
private water, and Mr, Harper a varied assortment of perch, roach, rudd, &c. Messrs. 
Baker and Broad, who are fishing in Norfolk, will doubtless report at next meeting. 
The finish to the very pleasant, but busy, evening’s proceedings was the passing of a 
hearty vot? of thanks to the chairman.—C, H. KENNETT, hon. sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members will compete for four special prizes on the 9th inst., at Pangbourne, 
instead of Hatfield Peverell. No competitor to leave London before the morning 
of the competition. No take under 80z. to weigh for these prizes. Mr. E. Lardner 
had two fine jack, one weighing 6lb., the other 6lb. 80z.; Mr. A. Bass had a beauti- 
ful take of roach on the 2nd inst., which weighed 111b, 7}0z.. the heaviest one was 
1lb. 60z. ; he also had a handsome tench which he took roach-fishing, which scaled 
3lb. 2}0z, Mr, J. Barrett, Diss-street, Hackney-road, has this fish to preserve. Mr. 
W. H. Mecham had 31b. loz. of roach, on Wednesday, the 5th inst.—H. B. 

KIDDERMINSTER EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The second competition of the above society took place in the river Avon at 
Pershore, on Monday last, and the part of the river selected was the Weir Meadows. 
The party drove from Kidderminster through Worcester, and put up at the Angel 
Hotel, Pershore, which is said to be the oldest licensed house in Worcestershire, and 
the place where Lord Clive was born ; formerly post-office and hotel. Mr. Philip 
Owen is the worthy host. Among the friends invited were Messrs. J. Prince, F. 
Taylor (Kidderminster), and A. Lacroix (Worceste:), The result of the three 
hours’ contest, from 1.45 till 4.45 p.m., was:—Messrs. C. Grapson, Ist prize ; T. 
Wright, 2nd; J. Price, 3rd; R. Smith, 4th; C. Webb, 5th; T. Barker, 6th; F. 
Davies, 7th ; T. Phipps, 8th ; J. Churchett, 9th ; T. Williams, 10th ; and D. Perry, 11th. 
The return journey was made cheerful, glees and capital songs being given by 
friends. A halt was made at Worcester for the beautiful pairs of grey horses and 
the followers of Father Izaak Walton to partake of some good stuff, after which 
came speech-making, on angling and anglers generally, and the list concluded with 
a vote of thanks to Mr, J. Evans for having acted as referee, and a similar com- 
pliment was paid to Mr, A. Lacroix for his presence. Kidderminster was reached 
safely after having enjoyed a fifty miles’ drive. 

NEW ALBION PISCATORIALS. 

The next competition of the above society will take place on Thursday, October 
27th, for prizes offered by Mr. G. Hockley, Messrs. Reid and Co.,and Mr.F. Thorn. In 
last report you represent Mr. Thorn as a member of the Brunswick Piscatorials. I 
think you will find I stated Mr. Thorn of the Brunswick, in the Kent-road, Mr. 
‘Thorn is a member of the Albion, and a correction will oblige—PIXIE. 

J NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 2nd inst. we fished for six prizes at Rickmansworth, specimen fish only to 
weigh, out of which four were taken, Mr. Underwood, jun., being first, with roach ; 
Mr, Swain, second ; Mr. Roxbee, third ; Mr. Grindley, fourth. Mr. Plumpton, sen., 
weighed-in one jack, 51b, 150z.; Mr, Culpitt, one, 51b. 8}0z., from Welsh Harp ; Mr. 
Aldis, jack from Elstree. —W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

ODDS AND EVENS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next return visit on the No, 1 Eastern District takes place on Monday next, 
the 10th inst., at the above address, when the members of the above society will be 
glad to see as many friends as possible, and make the visit a success. On the 2nd 
inst. we had a poor show of fish, Messrs. Hill, Watling, Harrison, Harvey, and Davey 
only bringing in any,—J. CUTHBERT, sec. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 5th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C., when Mr. J. Ingram was elected a member, Sport was 
poor on the 2nd inst. In connection with “The Rights of Fishing at Penton 
Hook,’ (I am informed by Mr, W. H. Brougham that the Conservators of the Thames 


have instructed their solicitor to give the present lessee notice to terminate his 
holding of the island at Michaelmas, 1888. The result of that notice will be that 
the public will be able to fish there withont having to pay any charge whatever.— 
CHARLES PIGGOTT, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 2ndinst., Mr. J. Smith had about 5lb. of roach from the Upper Thames ; 
J. Clarke, roach from the Medway ; T. Lines, roach and gudgeon, Mid-Thames; J. 
Wigley, roach, dace. and gudgeon ; H. Haine, roach ; and J. Watkins, roach and 
gudgeon from the Grand Junction Canal. At the meeting held on the 5th inst., it 
was decided that the fourth prize held over from the September contest be trans- 
ferred to the October competition, which will take place on the 30th. Secretaries 
and others are kindly requested not to forward any more benefit tickets to this 
society for at least three months, as the members are full up till that time,— 


PIXIE. 
ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were several of our members out on the 2nd inst. to take pirt in the 
outing, but very little sport was obtained, only three of the prizes being won. The 
prize winners were Messrs. Holden, Trotter,and Chart. The remainder of the prizes 
will be fished for on the 9th, when I hops we shall have a good show of fish.— 
F, H. FREWIN, sec. ’ 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society was held on Thursday, 
the 29th ult., when we were favoured with a visit from various angling societies. 
Amongst them we noticed members from the Dalston, Stepney, Victoria, South” 
Hackney, Burdett, and Original Alexander. A most enjoyable evening was spent, 
amongst those obliging being Messrs. R. Spenceley, W. Johns, 8S. Malby, H. Hicks, 
Dicks, H. Hussey, T. Keymer, W. Shead, and W. Trumble. Mr. W. Shead officiated 
as chairman ; Mr. G. R. Strahan on the piano. Our next concert will take place on 
the 27th inst. Chair by R. Spenceley, faced by Mr. S. Malby, of the Dalston 
Angling Society. On the 2nd inst. Mr. Coxhead had roach and dace, largest daze 
lloz ; Mr. J. Taylor, roach, and Mr. O. Lloyd, roach.—W. S. W. 

ST, HELENS’ ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

This association is a growth of the present year. It must not be supposed from 
the severely utilitarian character of the town that Nature has denied the angler the 
wherewithal to pursue the gentle craft. -If the “desecrating hand” of man has 
shorn the rising town of its pristine beauty, Nature, more generous, benignantly 
smiles over a considerable belt of unsullied country dotted with many a sheet of 
water containing plenty of fish. The want of an angling club in St. Helens is 
exemplified by the fact that the new association consists of over 100 members. Out 
president is Mr. H. Seton-Karr, M.P, The season was opened early in the year by 
the holding of a very enjoyable dinner. Mr. C. Tinker, the chairman, has generously 
given to the association a silver cup, value £7 7s., which will be awarded to the 
most successful fisherman during two consecutive years. We have had several com- 
petitions, which have been attended with a large measure of success ; and, notwith- 
standing the heavy strain on the exchequer, the club stands on a sound financial 
basis, On Saturday last, by the kindness of Major J. W. McTear, the memers held 
their last competition on that gentleman's estate at Sutton. Three prizes were given 
by the club, and these were carried off by Dr. Wilson, Mr. A. McKee, and Mr. Glen- 
dinning respectively. The members, at the conclusion of the contest, did ample 
justice to a sumptuous repast thoughtfully provided by Major McTear.—R. W. 
WHITAKER, hon. sec. = 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Oct. 2nd: A small meeting, but Mr. Kelly brought up a nice show of roach and 
dace, 7lb, Goz. Tuesday: The best meeting of the season. Messrs. Collins, Cherry, 
and Gillson showed some nice roach and dace. Further increase of members. A 
question of outings being brought forward, so many members were anxious to sub- 
scribe that I could not put the names down quick enough, over five guineas being 
put down in about as many minutes. It was settled that a Sunday and Tuesday 
outing takes place at Reading on October 16th anl 25th. Conditions—One rod, 
towpath ; all fish bar jack to weigh ; three priz2s ; 1s. entry.—PBLICAN. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The second competition of the South London Clubs will take place on the 9th inst., 
at the Broad Mead, Woking. The train leaves Waterloo at 8.30, The next return 
visit will go to the Marlborough Angling Society.—J. Court, hon, sec. 

SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 16th inst, we fish for a series of five prizes (boundary), Rye House Bridge 
to St. Margaret's; all further particulars at the club-house on Friday, the 14th 
inst. Members intending to compete must make themselves qualified (financially) 
to do so on that date. Members, please attend. Although several of our mambers 
have been out, they have met with very little success. ‘The water continues to be 
very bright and low, and the fish dreadfully shy. On the 25th ult. Messrs. J. and 
H. Pannell, North, Close, and Tilbury weighed-in, and on the 204 inst, Messrs. 
Close and North were the only gentlemen who weighed-in.—H. KIDD, sec. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday, September 28th, Mr. A. Organ weighed-in a nice bream 31b. 10507 
and a small jack ; Mr. P. T. Godfrey, 3lb. 6%0z. roach and dace ; Mr. Peters, 21bg7}0z 
roach and dace. On October 2nd a competition took place at Yalding for three 
prizes, with the following result:—Mr. K. Hagger, a jack, 3lb. loz., Ist; Mr. W. 
Webb, 1lb. 1030z. roach, 2nd; and Mr. T. Gretton, 1lb. 340z. roach, 3rd. Messrs. 
Orrow, G. Whitmore, E. Travers, and C. Brown also had fish, Mr. A. Organ showing 
roach, dace, and a small jack from Chertsey.—T. GRETTON. 

UNITED DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF WORCESTERSHIRE ANGLING 
SOCIETIES, : 

The quarterly meeting of the delegates of the various angling societies interested 
in the Severn Fishery District was held at the Leopard Inn, Kidderminster, on Thurs- 
day, the 29th ult. Mr. C. Bullock, of Worcester, was voted to the chair, and among 
the delegates present were Messrs Enoch Davies (Ironbridge and District Angling 
Society), M. Hirst, H. Parsons, T. Williams, W. Maund, G. Robinson, G. Day, A. 
Cooper, T. Wright, D. Perry, F. Davies, R. Smith, and A. Lacroix (District hon. sec.). 
A letter was received from the chairman, Mr. F. Corbett, iaclosing a circular con- 
taining the proposed new by-laws, by which it is proposed above Darley Brook t» 
prohibit driggle-nets, but permit night-lines and bush-nets. Between Highly and 
Tewkesbury both driggle- nets and bush-nets are prohibited, bat night- 
lines allowed. Bush-nets are not to be more than eighty yards long and 
eight yards in depth, and night-lines not more than fifty yards long, 
and not to have more than ten hooks. Night-lines are not to be usea 
between Ist January and 24th June. Mr. A. S. Barlow, secretary to the Old- 
ham Anglers’ Association, in his letter, says:—‘‘I am pleased to see that the 
members of your society are taking action to prohibit the use of small-meshed nets 
in the Severn District. This practice is carried on to a great extent on the Vyrnwy, 
in the neighbourhood of Llanymynech and Llansaintfriadd, to which places ouc 
members have been in the habit of going fora great number of years ; but latterly 
they have returned disgusted at the great destruction of fish which has come under 
their notice. At our meeting this week, a resolution was unanimously passed in 
favour of the action you are taking in this matter, and hoping that success would 
attend your efforts to put an end to this illegal practice. I may add that the 
inhabitants of the villages above-named are greatly in favour of this course 
being taken.” Letters of apology were also received from Mr. J. Williams, 
hon. sec. Severn Shrewsbury Angling Society, inclosing P.O. for 7s. 6d. 
towards defraying the expenses of the demonstration held at Worcester 
(Jubilee Day), and promise of support to attain the much-desired object 
from Mr. R. Woolfall, hon. sec. Liverpool Angling Association, saying : “ We shall 
not be able to send delegates to the meeting on the 29th, the distance being a great 
drawback to our doing so. We have our quarterly meeting on the 6th prox., when 
I will move that 5s. be sent you towards the deficiency in the expenses of the de- 
monstration on June 2lst.” From Messrs. T. Coles, president, and O. White, secre- 
tary of the Birmingham and District Angling Association, saying : “ Whatever may 
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be the outcome of your deliberations, we shall heartily accord.” Letters from several 
gentlemen were also read. Mr. CG. Bullock was elected treasurér, and Messrs. M. 
Hirst and T. Wright auditors. The hon. secretary produced the balance-sheet of 
accounts for the angling demonstration held at Worcester (Jubilee Day). The 
receipts were £4 1s. 10d., and the expenditure £5 7s. 84d., leaving a deficiency of 
£153. 103d. For the district committee the receipts amounted to £3 6s. 8d., and 
the expenditure to £3 18s. 24d.; deficiency, lls. 6}d. Mr. Maund proposed, and 
Mr. E. Davies seconded—“ That a levy of 2d. per member be paid forthwith by 
all the societies represented on the district committee,” Carried unanimously. Mr, 
Williams proposed, and Mr. Wright seconded—* That three delegates be 
appointed to attend the conference at Birmingham, and Messrs. E. Davies, M. Hirst, 
and A, Lacroix were unanimously elected. A resolution was unanimously carried 
that the new by-laws, as framed by Mr. J. W. Willis-Bund, Chairman of the Severn 
Board of Conservators, met with the approval of all the delegates, and that they 
sincerely hope that the members of the Board of Conservators for the Severn 
Fishery District will think it their bounden duty to carry them at their Shrews- 
bury meeting, which will be held on Thursday, the 13th inst—A, LAcRkorx, hon. 


sec. 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
Several members of the above society fished a pegged-down match on the 2nd 
inst. at St. Margaret's for several money prizes, and had some very good sport, all 
_ the prizes being taken. Result:—Mr. R, Lawes, sen., first prize; Mr. F. Watts, 
second ; Mr. W. Windred, third ; Mr. J. Currans, fourth. Most of the members had 
fish. Several members of the above will fish in the South London match, at Woking, 
on the 9th inst,—H. TYLER. 


WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 


There was a fair attendance of members on the 29th ult., when Mr. Ewart was 
elected chairman and Mr. Whetstone vice. Several members were out on the 2nd 
inst., but met with very poor sport, only two weighing-in fish—Mr, Penfold jack, and 
Mr, Everley roach.—J, Russ, sec. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 


Jn the 2nd inst. Mr. Hibble weighed-in dace 41b. 4}0z., largest fish 11402. A nice 
show of roach and jack graced our trays on the 6th ‘inst.—Mr. Brodie, roach, 
13lb, 10oz., one jack, 5lb.; Mr. Grigg, jack, 19lb, 1240z., largest fish, 91b, 6302. The 
al competition will take place on the 13th inst.—go as you please.—MILLER'S 

)HUMB, 








FISHING IN THE GLOAMING. 


“ Aw’LL tell ye what, sir,” observed Sandy Guidyill to me when I 
was across the Border about a month ago; “ye may just as weel 
expect to catch fish in a bucket wi’ a preen, as in the Esk in daylicht 
the noo.” 

“Well, what’s to be done, Sandy? I don’t like the notion of 
retarning to the ‘big village’ without making some kind of 
attempt to fill the capacious creel 1’ve girded across my back.” 

“Ob, we'll gang doon at nicht, ‘tween the gloamin’ and the mirk, when the 
kye come hame,” replied Sandy. 

This conversation took place about 10 a.m., under a blazing hot sun. I knew 
the day was too bright for the sport ; but I was bent on making a grand raid on 
the sea-trout and whiting, and I burned impatiently to be at them. In fact, I 
was ‘ nowtker to hand nor to bin’,” and fretted and fumed like a four-year-old. 
I had been to the Lakes, to Keswick, Grasmere, and Ulswater ; been clambering 
up Helvellyn and Skiddaw, and had got a rare surfeit of mountain and moun- 
tain climbing. On the top of Skiddaw the air is keen and bleak ; but the view is 
superb, only a little too much mountain onallsides. As I sighted Scotland afar off, 
and the Border counties famous in song and story, I suddenly made for the valley, 
shook the “ dust” of Skiddaw from my wearied trotters, and steered direct for 
the “debatable land,” resolving inwardly that if the Esk and Liddle contained 
any fish worth speaking of, less galavanting about the mountain tops would 
serve me for some time to come. I had been across the border close on twelve 
hours, had rested well in my usual snug quarters on the brae side, and was as 
restive as a bull ona pair of stilts when I ascertained how the land lay—or, 
rather, the water, I should say. 

“ Come and ‘dook ’ in the Hush, man,” said Sandy ; “the fine, fresh, crystal 
watter ‘ull cuil ye’re red het impetuosity.” Agreed. So off we trotted along 
the river's bank amid honeysuckle and sweet scented briar, and away past 
rippling and gurgling streams sparkling in the morning sun, until we reached 
our favourite “swim,” the Hush, where we disported ourselves for the space 
of half-an-hoar ; then, as we were in the act of dressing, a friend of Sandy’s 
joined us with a “ Guid moornin’, lads ; how irr ye the day, Sandy?” “Oh, 
aws wunnerfu’,” quoth Sandy. ‘“ What fettle, Andrew ea 

Andrew was “no that bad he micht ha’ been waur.” “Come away up, boys ; 
ye'll be drip dry” ; so saying, our new friend led the way up the steep bank, and 
invited us into his snug abode by the side of the wood which skirts the Esk. 
Whenever I anchor within hail of the scent of peat reek I am difficult to move. 
Andrew's dwelling was a pattern cottage of the old thatched-house era of a 
century ago. It had recently been somewhat modernised ; the chimney liad 
been curtailed considerably, the windows increased in size, and a ceiling fixed 
up white as the “driven snaw.” As we stepped inside, we received a hearty 
welcome from the douse, canny, auld body of the house. “ Come away in, bairns ; 
losh me, Aw kenn’d ye baith when you were wee callants at the schuil!” 
Andrew was now busy in the milkhouse, and we lost sight of him for 
a moment. Presently he reappears with a huge tumbler brimming full 
of milk, and claps it down in front of Sandy, at the same 
time placing an empty tumbler before your humble servant ; then the 
indefatigable Andrew, who, during this performance, was as silent as the grave 
and solemn as a coffin,—dived into a huge press—one of those old-fashioned, 
cumbrous structures, which always remind me of the Lord Mayor’s coach. 
Suddenly he seizes hold of a mighty black bottle, and half fills the empty 
tumbler with—whisky! “ Weel, aw nivver,” thinks I (I always think in Scotch). 
“This wants ahantle o’ explainin, aw reckon. Do I look like a drinking man?” 
I soliloquised. ‘Are there any suspicious symptoms about me? Is not my 
step as light as the roebuck’s on the mountain’s brow ; my thews and sinews, 
have they not been carefully developed by long and continued exercise ; is not 
my eye as bright as the hawk’s which soars in the blue lift ; and my brain clear 
as the bell of St. Paul’s? Ihave it! This is some of Sandy's work. Sandy’s 
been traducing me, attempting to ruin my unsullied rep——.” Then we all 
looked at each other, and I noticed a wicked and merry twinkle dancing 
about the corner of Sandy’s eye, the one he always winks with when something 
particularly festive is going on, und the male portion of the company fairly 
roared. Andrew, at my request, dilutes the beaded liquor, and I drink to the 
well-being of all present. After leaving Andrew's hospitable roof, we looked 
in at the “ Cross Keys,” and went for the knife-and-fork stakes with an amount 
of zeal that was nothing short of astonishing. Then we got our rods and tackle 
together and sallied forth. The sun had just “ jouked ahint” Burnswark, and 
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by the time we reached the Long Pool, the grey of the evening was about setting 
in. As we passed Trummel’s Pool, the Dead Nook, and Moat Pool, we recognised 
several keen anglers making preparations for the evening's sport, and “ Lang ” 
Dick and Geordie Guidyill, among others, had just decided by the aid of a “ toss,” 
which should have the Dead Nook for his “pitch.” The Long Pool has long 
been a favourite bit of water with me, consequently I led off there, Sandy 
electing to commence proceedings in the Round Poola little further down. This 
is a fine stretch of water, and most come-atable ; both above and below where we 
stood, about a mile, neither bush, briar, nor rock exists, and the fortunate angler 
who hooks a big fish here has a glorious run and fair play and no favour. After 
the third cast I “struck ile,” and by careful manipulation landed a fine sea- 
trout of about 3lb. Three burn trouts followed in rapid succession. “ Why,’’ 
thinks I, ‘shelling peas isn’t half so monotonous as this, and as it is now dark, 
and I cannot see Sandy, the fun begins to feel like poaching,” when all at once 
a yellup comes from somewhere in the direction of the Round Pool—a shriek 
loud enough to raise the dead in Canonbie Churchyard, which is close by. “I 
do believe,” thinks I, “ that creature Sandy has fallen into the pool,” which, by 
the way, is rather a dangerous one. Without a moment's delay I set off in search 
of the devoted angler in a fearful state of mind, when suddenly, amid the noise 
of the rushing and rippling water, I could hear a clattering on the sandbed like 
a regiment of cavalry on the “double.” Presently, to my intense relief, Sandy 
comes in sight ; his hat is off, hair on end, and his “ een stelled in his head,” 
as “long” Dick, who at that moment appeared on the scene, afterwards remarked. 
“Tt's a 40-punner, lads ; staun oot o’ my gait!” yelled Sandy, who was flying up 
and down the bank like a mad otter hunter. In ordinary life, Sandy is. next 
door to a cripple—in fact, possesses what he himself calls a ‘“‘ game leg,” and 
walks with a decided limp ;. but on the occasion under notice there was neither 
limp nor pain within miles of the anatomy of Sandy Guidyill. The way he 
careered along after that terrible fish, always reminds me, when I think of it, of 
Sam’s description in “ Uncle Tom's Cabin” of Eliza’s escape across the Ohio 
river from the trader Haley. Sam’s version of the affair is something after the 
following : “She gin such a screech as I never hearn; the ice went crack, 
e’wallop, cracking, chunk, and she abounding like abuck. Lord, the spring that 
ar gals got in her aint common, i'm 0’ ’pinion.” This was Sandy ; he fairly 
conjured as he flew over that long stretch of sandbed, and we all 
gazed on in astonishment, for several anglers had now joined us. 
Hverything has some kind of an end, and racing frantically after a monster of 
the deep is no exception to that hard and fast rule. The brute, as Sandy called 
it, at last subsides a trifle, and the angler gently but carefully tows him on 
shore—a sea-trout, 34lb. at the most. Sandy had hooked him by the tail, and 
that’s the sort of dance my friend was treated to in the gloaming. 

All the seers predict a big run of salmon when the water rises. 

August 25. GILNOCKIE, 
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SLAUGHTER OF OVER TWENTY THOUSAND FISH. 


THERE is grief in the heart of many a Bradford angler just now, 
and anglers generally will hear with something akin to horror of an 
event which happened last week. 


Bradford, like many other towns in the West Riding, can muster a pretty 
numerous following of Izaak Walton, for although the town itself has no charms 
for lovers of the gentle craft, there is still a fair day’s sport to be had in many 
a stream and lake within an hour’s journey of it. One of the most favoured 
spots has for many years past been the Silsden Reservoir, a handsome sheet of 
water, to the left of the highway which connects Silsden with Addingham. The 
reservoir was constructed about thirty years ago by the Bradford Corporation 
as a compensatory supply to trade users at Silsden for the loss of certain streams 
which were impounded by the Corporation under their Parliamentary powers. 
It is fed by streams flowing from the surrounding moorland, a large tract of 
which belongs to Lord Hothfield. By permission of Lord Hothfield, the fishing 
has latterly been preserved by the Bradford Waltonian Angling Club, which has 
expended considerable sums of money in rearing young fry and in improving 
generally the quality of the sport which the reservoir yielded to anglers. The 
conditions were highly favourable, and their efforts were attended with a con- 
siderable amount of success. The Corporation were compelled, under the terms 
of their Act, to send down a stipulated supply of water, and this they have been 
enabled to do throughout the long-continued drought. Now, however, the 
reservoir is exhausted, the streams have failed or nearly so, and, while other 
sources of supply must be found for the manufacturers, the occasion is regarded 
as a favourable opportunity for cleaning and repairing the reservoir. The bed 
of the reservoir seems to have run dry sooner than was expected, and on 
Wednesday morning an immense shoal of fish, chiefly trout, were to be seen 
wallowing in the muddy water close to the outlet. It was impossible, owing to 
the slimy condition of the bank, to approach near enough to secure them with 
nets, and, unless the valves were speedily closed, they were in danger of 
“ smothering” in the mud, The “stipulated quantity” must, of course, be kept 
going, and there was accordingly no better alternative than to open the valves 
and shoot the fish through the outlet into the basin below in the hope that they 
might survive. It was a desperate measure, and the spectacle which it produced 
would have shocked the honest heart of Izaak Walton. The outlet was for a 
minute or two literally choked with fish, but as the force of water gradually 
accumulated the trout came tumbling down by thousands, some of them gasping 
and wriggling in the suffocating slime, and half of them already dead. Trout, 
some of which would have scaled 3 or 4lb., and few of which were less than 
3-pounders, were most numerous ; put there were also large quantities of fair- 
sized perch, and quite a shoal of gudgeon. The rush of water carried some of 
the still living ones into the beck below the basin, and as many as could be 
secured were transferred by means of buckets to an adjoining breeding-pond. 
Scores of dead fish were thrown upon the bank, and for the rest of the day were 
almost to be had for the asking. Hundreds lay buried in the mud both above 
and below the outlet. It is calculated that nearly 20,000 fish were lost, over 
10,000 of which were well grown trout. Thus in an hour was destroyed the 
accumulated stock of many years’ careful rearing and preserving. In all pro- 
bability there is not so much as a gudgeon left in the narrow stream which flows 
through the bed of the reservoir. It may be possible by much outlay and per- 
severance to stock the reservoir once more within the next ten years, and by way 
of reviving the drooping spirits of those who used to ply the rod at Silsden a 
way of avoiding a recurrence of the disaster may be suggested. It will probably 
be necessary, so long as the ordinary streams fail, for the Bradford Corporation, 
in order to meet the requirements of the Silsden manufacturers, to send down 
the stipulated quantity from their conduit which crosses the country above the 
reservoir. If this source of supply had been resorted to a week or ten days ago, 
this wholesale “massacre of innocents” might have been avoided.—Brad/ord 
Observer. 
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ANSWERS .TO. CORRESPONDENTS. 


NovicE.—In paternostering for pike, when they are feeding well, you strike almost 
as soon as you feel the fish move off, generally in less than two or three minutes, 
often at once. If they are not on the feed, and only playing with the baits, 
you have to give them a little longer, but never long enough for them to gorge 
the bait; indeed, with Mr. Jardine’s snap tackle, you rarely miss a fish by 
striking soon—that is the beauty of it. 

W. Durston.—Cut a piece of crumb the size of your fist out of a yesterday's loaf of 
white bread ; put it into a clean rag, dip it once into clean water, and with 
clean hands squeeze the water out, and knead the bread into a stiff paste, A 
good groundbait is made by soaking a “ half-quartern”’ ioaf in water for some 
hours—say all night, straining the water away, and then working the soaked 
bread, crust and all, into stiffish balls the size of your fist with boiled potatoes 

, (say 21b.), and a quart of pollards and bran mixed ; add water as required, and 
work all up into a stiffish paste. Throw a little groundbait in some hours before 
you fish, and a little while you fish. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, E. Pritt. 





[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


YARE PRESERVATION AND ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

Sir,—I am instructed by the committee of the above society to inform you that 
they have under consideration a proposal to employ an additional watcher to take 
charge of the upper reaches of the river; and that, at a meeting held on the 30th 
ult., a resolution was passed that it was desirable to immediately appoint a second 
man, but that they would not be justified in doing so unless assistance could be 
obtained from the angling clubs and outside public,—I am, &c., 

54, London-street, Norwich, Oct. 4. C, J. GREENE, Hon, Sec, 


[London and other anglers who fish the Yare ought to help the Yare Preserya- 
tion and Anglers’ Society.—Eb. | 





GRAYLING-FISHING IN THE TEME AT TENBURY, 

Str,—A short time ago you recommended me to try the Teme at Tenbury for 
grayling-fishing, I have just returned from a well-spent week, and thank you for 
having laid me on to such a good thing. Iama “new chum” as regards grayling- 
fishing ; but, on the whole,-I was fairly successful, considering the low, bright 
state of the water. 

On-the evening of my arrival I walked down the riverside to view the water and 
mature my plans for the following day. I found the river-bank well lined with 
trees, and, not being prepared to wade, made a cast at one of the few clear places, 
and at my first cast hooked, and, after some play, landed my first grayling—a : 
beauty, 14in. long, and weighing exactly 1ilb. He fell to a Mulberry Bumble. 
The fly during the week was the Pale Blue Dun, which the fish preferred dry. 
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Without exception, every fish I hooked headed up-stream. This I have not noticed 
in the course of'my reading on the subject. 

The river contains a heavy stock of fish, and the majority" of my captures scaled 
from 3lb. to Ib. 

I should advise anyone going to Tenbury to seek out Mr., Henry Page, saddler 
and fly-tier, who will supply them with the local and other flies, and who will put 
them in the way of the best water. One mile of good water is preserved by the 
proprietor of the Swan Hotel, and about three miles by the Tenbury Angling Asso- 
ciation, who grant tickets, 2s 6d. per day, 7s. 6d. per week, and 10s. monthly. 

One word about the Swan Hotel, which is situated within a stone’s-throw of the 
river. It is under the excellent and hospitable management of Mr. and Mrs. Harde- 
man, who do their utmost for the comfort of their angling visitors; moderate 
charges, good, well-cooked food, cleanliness in everything, anda thorough sense of 
being at home. 

I shall again visit Tenbury, and renew my acquaintance with the_river Teme and 
Harry Page. Thanking you again,—I am, &c., 


Chelford, Cheshire. ALEC MAcINDOE, M.D, 





RIPARIAN RIGHTS AT PENTON HOOK. 


Sir,—Some few weeks back there appeared a letter in the FisHina GazerTE 
under this heading from Mr. Charles Piggott, of the Rising Sun Angling Soéiety, 
complaining of a charge of sixpence being levied on the anglers for fishing ati 
Penton Hook. I wrote at the time, giving my opinion that the Island had been let 
to a new tenant, who was making the charge for fishing from the banks on his 
holding, and I promised, on behalf of the Thames Angling Preservation Society in 
the interest of the anglers and angling clubs, to bring the matter before the Board 
of Thames Conservators. This occurred at the time the Conservators were breaking 
up for their recess ; but since their reassembling, the question has been under their 
consideration, with the following effect: “The land in question is let to Mr. 
Vincent ; but the Conservators have instructed their solicitor to give that gentle- 
man notice to terminate his holding of the land at the first opportunity at Michael- 
mas, 1888. The Conservators believe that the result of this notice will be to enable 
them to make arrangements for the conyenience of the public at Penton Hook.” 
This, I think, will show the readiness of the Conservators to study the interests of 
ie public and the desire of the T.A.P.S. to take up any matter for their benefit. 
—lIam, &c., ; 


October 5, W. H. BroueHam, Sec, T:A.P.S, 





SHA-FISHING AT THE ISLE OF MAN. 


Srr,—In answer to your correspondent, “ H. E. K.,” in reference to sea-fishing in 
the Isle of Man, I can thoroughly indorse your opinion, and say there are not many 
places better, especially for the angler with rod and line, but should certainly 
advise him to make Douglas his headquarters, which has much greater facilities 
ter pie than Ramsey, and much more conyenient for getting to other parts of the 
island. 

One of the best and most suitable places is off the breakwater at the mouth of 
the harbour, which isa very comfortable spot when the weather is a bit stormy ; 


likewise plenty of water at low tide, which is a great consideration when the angler 
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FRESH WOODS and PASTURES NEW. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF 
“ AN AMATEUR ANGLER’S DAYS IN DOVE DALE,” “ FRANK'S RANCHE,” &c, 


wants to make the most use of his holidays. There are also good steps handy to 
land a big fish, if you are fortunate enough to get one, 

There are two other places well worth trying—viz., the Victoria Pier, and from 
the steps at the Coastguard Station, close to Port Skillow, which is a very pretty 
spot right under Douglas Head. 

Your correspondent, “ H. H. K.,” will find the waters around the island literally 
teem with fish of all descriptions; but one of the most puzzling things, to astranger, 
is the Manx rames given to many of them, such as “callig” for pollack ; 
“ gobboek,” dogfish ; “ scadden,” herring ; “ bollen,” wrasse ; “ carp,” bream ; ‘cuttle- 
fish” or “ squid,” sea-cat, and many others too numerous to mention, 


The principal months for sport are June, July, August, and September, although 
I have found that October and November as just as good, especially if the weather 
is at all favourable, for many a good basket of pollack and rock-codlings have il 
taken in the last two mentioned months, using as bait ragworm, called by the Manx 
people “ pellic”; and if they run scarce, then lugworm, ora strip of fresh herring 
will answer just as well. Codfish, ling, and conger of great size are often taken, 
especially with the hand-line, for I myself have taken many large ones ; and it is 
only four weeks ago I had a very fine conger—weight, 221b.—whilst fishing from 
the breakwater inside the harbour, using a No. 6 sea-hook made by Hemming and 
Sons, Forge Mills, Redditch; and I cannot speak too highly of them, as I have 
used them all the summer, and have not had one fail me yet, “especially when 
whipped on to wire snoods, using for bait a piece of fresh herring, with the bone 
taken out. 

There are two more spots at the back of the island, where, at times, good sport 
can be had. The first is Peel, where there is good angling for bream in the months 
of J une and July, as twelve to fourteen dozen may be taken in a day—average 
weight about three pounds—and good “ callig” are often taken there; the second 
is Port Erin, one of the prettiest spots on the island, where there is good fishing to 
be had from the breakwater when the weather is suitable. 


‘Trusting my little information may be of service to your correspondent, 
“H. E. K.,” likewise to many of your readers who may visit Ellen Vannin Veg Veen, 
or dear little Isle of Man,—I am, Xc., 

Dublin, RAMBLER, 

[Many thanks.—ED. | 





LAMPREY - FISHING IN THE TRENT. 


Srr,—I notice in your last issue an article on the lamprey-fishing of the Trent. 
I am happy to be in a position to inform you that the Navigation Act, to which you 
allude, has already had its effect. Instead of thirty-three boats being at their 
destructive work, as there were last year, so far there are but thirteen engaged, and 
three more preparing for the winter. There has been some difficulty as to how the 
Act would be worked, as nobody seemed to be appointed to watch the doings of the 
craft. The difficulty, I believe, has been overcome by the Trent Fishery Board 
inspector receiving power from the Trinity Corporation to enforce the working of 
the Act. I hope that the day is not far distant when the beam nets will be entirely 
removed from the Trent, on the ground of the destruction of sprints and the parent 
fish, the destruction of the lamprey, and last but, so far as the anglers of Gains- 
borough and district are concerned, by no means least, the complete annihilation of 
the coarse fish,—I am, c., S 


Newark, HENRY CAFFERATA, 





A VALUABLE HINT FOR FLY-FISHERS. 

Sir,—A short time ago I noticed some observations from a correspondent about 
grease on the cast-line, and “ raking » on the surface of the water after changing a 
fiy, ke. Ishould be glad if you would allow me to explain a simple method I have 
adopted for many years, and which I had intended to haye communicated sooner, 


Take a piece of stoutish leather, 5in. long by 3}in. broad, double it, and stitch up 
the two sides, leaving the top open. Half fill this leather pocket with powdered 
Fuller’s earth, and place itin the right-hand waistcoat pocket. Whenever a fly is 
changed, or the cast is handled, wet the forefinger of the right hand, and take out a 
pinch of earth ; then wet the forefinger of the left hand, on which place a little of 
the earth, and having got a slight pull on the rod-top as it lies on the ground, run 
the cast and droppers from top to bottom through forefinger and thumb of both 
ie The first throw you make (if you don’t get hung up) will show no raking. 
—I am, &c,, 


163, Lord-street, Southport, 5th Oct. J. T, HORSLEY, 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR, LACROIX. 


- §1r,—Should feel obliged if you would allow me to call your numerous readers’ 
attention to the testimonial which is being got up for Mr. Lacroix, hon, sec, of the 
Amalgamated Angling Societies of Worcestershire, 


Any of your readers who visit the Severn Fishery District will better understand 
the value of his services during the past few years if I state that it is mainly 
through his efforts that the small-meshed nets are about to be prohibited ; thus a 
great and, I hope, lasting benefit will be conferred upon all Severn anglers, 


The subscription list is not yet closed, therefore I sincerely trust that all who are 
inclined to acknowledge Mr. Lacroix’s valuable services will do so at once, so that 
the presentation can be made this month, 


The list at present includes the Mayor of Worcester, T. Rowley Hill, Q.C., Alder- 
manW. B. Williamson, and most of the angling societies in the Severn Fishery 
District, Subscriptions may be forwarded either to Mr, Smith, President Worcester 
Angling Association, or to myself,—I am, &c., 

: M. Hirst, Hon, Sec, Testimonial Fund. 


37, Comberton-road, Kidderminster. 
{Mr, Lacroix’s services certainly deserve some handsome acknowledgment,—ED. | 





FISHING AT BOSTON. 

Sir, —Information wanted about the fishing at Boston, Lincolnshire—whether 
preserved or free, best places, kinds of fish, baits, &c., both in the dykes and tidal 
part of the Witham, Any information will be gratefully received.—I am, &c., 

ANGLER. 








51, ROUNDHAY ROAD, LEEDS. 
' THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 


PLAITED SILK 
PIKE LINE - 


TO LONDON ANGLERS. 


Excellent General Fishing (Pike, Perch, 
Roach, Chub, &c.), can be had FREE ina 
long stretch of the River Ouse, at Brandon, 
Suffolk. Train leaves Liverpool - street 
Ruption at 8,45 a.m.; arrives at Brandon at 


EVER , 0.57 a.m. °° There is also a train at 6 a.m, 

100 eae Aas psy 6s. 6d, | Lhe Proprietor of the “ Ram” Inn is an 

FISHING GAZETTE says :—" We have paid double | 20gler, and will Bait Swims, and supply 
for inferior lines.’’ G 


round Bait, Boats, Refreshments, &c., on 


F. CROFTS, 46, Sussex-st., Nottingham. | most reagonable terms, 





Large fep. 8vo. cloth, Is, 6d. post free. 


Also a Large-paper Edition, of which only 


150 copies have been printed, on best hand-made paper, bound in imitation 


vellum, 5s, 


Extract from Review 





in the “ Daily News.” 


“ Under the Miltonic titie, which it is refreshing to find for once correctly quoted, 


the author of ‘Frank’s Ranche’ and ‘An 


Amateur Angler's Days in Dovedale’ has 


published a little volume of essays on fishing and rural sights and sounds, which 


well deserves the honours of choice print and paper bestowed upon it. 


No living 


writer sketches a day by the riverside or a sojourn in an old English farm-house, or 


records his observations of animal life in 


our gardens, woods, and fields, with more 


genuine enthusiasm than the ‘ Dovedale Amateur, whose identity is no secret in the 
piscatorial world. The easy, graceful style of the descriptions will serve further to 


make them welcome,” 


Extract from, Review 


“The genial author of ‘ Frank’s Ranche’ 
problem in‘ Fresh Woods and Pastures New.’ 
readers what they should do with their boys, 


in the * Athenewm.” 


has not essayed to solve any important 
Instead of trying to show his 
he tells them in his pleasant way how 


an old boy contrives to amuse himself, The ‘ Amateur Angler’ writes as agreebly 


as ever, and he is improving as a sportsman, 


shot a rabbit, Any one fond of country 


quite as much as his literary skill.” 


for he has caught some grayling and 
sights and sounds will find an hour pass 


- most delightfully in turning over these pages, which show the author’s ‘ bonhomie’ 


Extract from Review in “ Pump Court.” 
“ There isa freshness and spontaneity about this little work which is irresistibly 


charming. The author is evidently a keen 
faltering steps, the path that Borrow and 


no mistake here. 
either of the brilliant 


lover of nature, and he treads, with no 
Jefferies so worthily trod. Let there be 


We do not mean to imply that ‘H. M.’ has founded himself upon 
writers mentioned; rather we would point out that, as a 


word-painter who loves the scenes that he depicts, ‘EH. M.’ bids fair to take rank 
with the keen lover of the Norfolk Broads and him who poetically depicted ‘ the 


Gamekeeper at Home.’ 


New,’ the author brings every 


It was Mr. Pinero’s boast, that in ‘ ‘The Squire’ he brought 
‘the scent of the hay across the footlights.’ 


So, in ‘Fresh Woods and Pastures 


scene that he depicts to the vision of the reader, 


who gives. himself up wholly to the delight of following in the rural wanderings 


wherever the master chooses 


to lead, Poetical conceits, scraps of rural wisdom, 


and even folk-lore, are pressed into service by ‘H. M,’ to the end that a singularly 
heathful volume has been produced. Letters on fishing, the May-fly, adventures 
with hornets and domesticated pets, all lend charm to the volume before us..”’ 


Extract from Review in the “ Civil Service Gazette.” 
“In the introductory note to this charming little book, the author says that it is 


well—though perhaps not necessary 
letters were written for the FISHING 


to mention—that many of the following 
GaAzErTE; and he also adds that he has been 
tempted, perhaps rashly, to bring them together here. 


We are not one of the 


regular readers of that widely-read journal—we have not had the pleasure of 


reading these letters before, and, from the 


great amount of pleasure we have de- 


rived from reading them, we can very readily assure him that there need be no fear 


that his conduct will be so judged. 


There are very many whose angling proclivities 


are not strong enough to have led them to read the letters where they originally 


appeared, but who will now welcome the book, and who, 


when they have read it, 


will say that it is a pity that it came to an end so soon.” 





London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 











An Extraordinary Lure. 
9 The Whitest, most 
| N F S cessful Paste ever dis- 
covered. for Bottom 
Tackle Dealers all 
over the World. 
In Packets, 3d.,6d,, and 1s, each 5 
In buying, see you get the genuine Al i] 
article, Try the Bait to-day. t 
THROUGH NOT HAVING IT WITH YOU. 
157, Commercial Road, London, E. 
WOOD'S QUEEN BLEND 
Well matured by age and of unexceptionable purity. 
IRISH WHISKY. 
Carefully selected and of guaranteed excellence, 
jars, and cases of 12 bottles, containing 2 gallons, 
42s. ; bottles included ; carriage paid. 


Attractive and Suc- 
ishing. 
To be obtained of 
postage extra. 
DON’T SPOIL A GOOD DAY’S FISHING 
WM. KING, 
FINE OLD 

price 21s. per gallon, 13 U.P, Supplied in casks, 
GEORGE WOOD, Importer & Bonder, 


St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, EC. 


MORRISS'S 
PATENT 
ECLIPSE 
SPINNER. 


See opinions of the Press in Field, Gazette, 
Kishing, Sporting World, &e., &e. 


Seo report in “GAZETTE” of Morriss’ New 
Hybrid Phantom. Pike size, 2s.; Trout size, 1s 


OVER 1,000 NOW IN USE, 


TESTIMONIALS from all parts of the 
United Kingdom, 
Will Spin Live or Dead Baits— 
Natural or Artificial. 
PIKE S1ZH, 2s. TROUT SIZE, 1s, 3d. 


Also Manufacturer of every Description of 


BAITS, LINES, RODS, AND TACKLE, 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 


Marston Works, Redditch. 


a 


TOBACCONISTS 


BEFORE STARTING IN BUSINH3S shonld 
write for Illustrated Catalogue (post free) 
to LESSER FRIEDLANDER, 3, HOUNDSDITCH, 
LONDON. The OLDEST and CHEAPEST House 
in the World, 

Established 60 years, 
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SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, and CO.’S 
FIRST LIST OF ANNOUNCEMENTS. 











N&W WORK BY DR. 0. W. HOLMES ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO EUROPE. 

OUR HONDRED DAYS IN EUROPE. By Dr. OLIVER WENDELL HoumEs, 
Small post 8vo.. printed on extra fine paper, cloth, gilt top, 6a. : f [Now ready, 

BURTON (RICHARD F.,), K.C.M.G.: His Early, Private, and Public Life. Also 
an Abridgment of His Traveis and Explorations, gathered from more than fifty volumes of his 
own works and other sources. Edited by FRANCIS HITCAMAN, Author of “ The Public Life ef the 
Farl of Beaconsfield,” &c. 2 vols, demy 8vo. cloth extra. [ln October, 

BEAUTIFULLLY ILLUSTRATED EDITION (A CHOICE PR&SENTATION VOLUME). 

SPRINGHAVEN : a Tale of the Great War. By R. D. BLAckmorg, Author of 
“ Lorna Doone.” With Sixty-four Iilustrations by ALFRED PARSONS and F. BARNARD. Square 
demy 8vo. cloth extra, gilt edges. [Ready in October. 

NEW GAMES OF PATIENCE. By Lapy ADELAIDE CADOGAN. ‘Containing 
34 New Games, including ‘‘ The Jubilee Game.” Wi'h Coloured Diagrams. 4to. cloth extra, 123. 6d. 

THE PYTCHLEY HUNT, PAST AND PRESENT: Its History, from its Founda- 
tion to the Present Day. With Personal Anecdotes, and Memoirs of the Masters and principal 
Members. By H. 0. NETHERCOTH, Esq., fifty years a Member of this famous Hunt. Illustrated by 
authorised Portraits, and a View of the old Pytchley Hall. Crown 8yvo. cloth extra, 83. 6d. 

NICHOLAS GODFRIED VAN KAMPEN, Historian and Man of Letters: a 
Biography. With Extracts from his Writings, including a Dutch View of the Belgian Revolution, 
With a Portrait of N.G. VAN KAMPEN by SAMUEL RICHARD VAN KAMPEN, F.R.G.S., Correspond- 
ing Member of the Dutch and American Geographical Societies, Author of ‘“ The Dutch in the 
Arctic Seas,” &c. Demy 8vo. cloth, 2 vols. : 

THE CORSATRS OF FRANCE. By C. B. Norman (late 90th Light Infantry), 
Author of “ Tonkin; or, France in the Far Kast,” &c., &c, With Portraits and Maps. 1 vol 
demy 8vo. cloth, 18s. i 

THE BOY TRAVELLERS ON THE CONGO. Adventures of Two Youths ina 
Journey with Henry M. Stanley, “Through the Dark Continent” By THomas W. Knox, Anthor 
of “ The Boy Travellers in the Far Kast,” “In South America,” and ‘‘ In Russia,” “ Toe Young 
Nimreds,” “ The Voyage of the ‘ Vivian,’ ” &c, &c. Demy 8vo., cloth extra, numerous Illustrations. 

A NEW WORK ON TRADE AND TRAVKEL IN CHINA. ‘ 

THROUGH THE YANG-TSE GORGES; or, Trade and Travel in Western 
CHINA. By ARCAIBALD J. LITTLE, F.R.G.S., of Ichang. With Map. 8vo. cloth. 

NEW AN! EXCITING SfORY BY TH#H AUTHOR OF “THE WRECK OF THE ‘ GROSVENOR,’” 

THE FROZEN PIRATE. By W. CLARK ROSSELL. 2 vols. 

OUR NEW ZEALAND COUSINS. By the Hon. JAmus INGLIS (Maori), Small 
post 8vo. cloth, fs. 


THROUGH CENTRAL ASIA : with an Appendix on the Diplomacy and Delimita- 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ocr. 8, 1887. 








FISHINGS TO LET. 


MATLOCK BATH, |Oulton Broad Fishery, 
DERBYSHIRE. Segura, 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk 
THE 


Fisheries Act.) 
Quarters, Wherry Hotel, Mutford 
Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 


Bridge. Beautifully situated. G. 
MASON, Proprietor. Established nearly 
a century, Boats, 2s.; full bait, 1s. ; 
men, 4s, per day. Terms for stopping 
visitors on application. Gravel and 
sandy soil. 

which stands in its own grounds of five 

acres, andis replete with every comfort 

for families and gentlemen. Natural 

Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 

Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 

stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 

meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 

tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 

Mona, I.0.M.) 


DERBYSHIRE, 
MATLOCK AND CROMFORD 














TROUL and GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


The PROPRIETOR of the 


RADNORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, 


Presteign, Radnor, 
Offers SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION 
to Anglers and their Families, 
Charming Scenery and Health Resort. Posting. 











tion of the Russo-Afghan Frontier. Illustrated with 76 Engravings and a Map showing the Frontier 
as officially negotiated and the Author's Route. By Hunry LANSDELL, D.D., M.R.A.S., F.R.G.S., 
Author of “ Torough Siberia,” and “ Russian Central Asia, including Kuldja, Bokhara, Khiva, 


aud Merv.” Demy 8vo. 700 pages, 12s. 


A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL DAIRY FARMING, By H. Upton. Crown 8vo. 


boards, 


NEW GLOSSARY OF THE OBSCURE WORDS IN SHAKESPEARE, AND 
THE ORAMATIST3 OF THE SEVENTEENEH OC&NTORY. By CHARLES MACKAY, LL.D., 
F.8.A., Author of “ The Gaelic Wtymology of the Languages of Western Europe.” In 1 vol. demy 


NOVELS. 


8 vo. cloth extra, £1 1s, 


Knight (A. L.).—In the Web of Destiny. 1 vol. 

Gibbon (Chas.).— Yarmouth Quast. 

The Maid and the Monk. 8 vois. 

Field (Mrs.)—Anchorag>, By Mrs. Horace Fie’d. 
2 vols, crown 8vo., 12a. 

De Leon (Hdwin).—Under the Stars and Under 
the Crescent. 2 vols. crown 8yvo., 123. 


STOCKTON, THE HUNDREDTH MAN, 


Volnme of Lo v’s Staudard Novels.) 


PEN AND PENCIL IN ASIA MINOR ; or Notes from the Levant. 


How (A. B.).—His S'sters. 
Mohimmed Benani. Demy 8yo. cloth (a Story of 





2 volz. crown 8vo. 


To-day). 


Hermosa ; or, in the Valleys of the Andes, By 


Mrs. J. H. Martin. 2 vols. crown 8vo., 123, 
Raphael Ben Isaac. By John Bradshaw. 2 vola. 


Small post 8vo, cloth, 63, (forming new 


By WILLIAM 


COCHRAN, Member of the Society of Arts; the Hizgh!aad and Agricultural Socizty, London and 
Edinbargb ; and formerly of the Asiatic Society, London and Shanghai. Illustrated with Highty- 
nine Kngravings, made chiefly from Water-Colour Sketches by the Author. Demy 8yo.cloth extra 





London : 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, AND RIVINGTON, 


St, Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, 








ANGLERS REGISTER FOR SCOTLAND, 





Aberdeenshire Dee, 


DALMON. 


Autumn Angling. 


Preserved Salmon, Grilse, Sea-Trout, and Whit- 
ling Angling on the Heathcote and Ardoe Fisheries, 
extending to 2 miles, FREE to visitors. See 
Sportsman's and Tourists’ Guide. 

BEST MONTH, OCTOBER. 
Special Ariangements and Meals at hours to suit 
anglers, 

Experienced Fisherman engaged on receipt of 
Letter or Telegram, 

Further particulars can be learned on applying to 


_ DR. STEWART, 
HEATHCOTE, BY ABERDEEN, N.B 


LOCH FLIES, 


Mr. MURDOCH’S SUTHERLAND3HIR& 
PATTERNS. 
Wholesale and Retail. 


SALMON FLIES FOR HAMPSHIRE AVON 


(References), GUT CASTS. 


WM. GARDEN, 
1223, UNION STREET, ABERDEEN. 











SUTHERLANDSHIRE 





Sutherland Arms Hotel, 


Lairg, Sutherlandshire. 


J. A. BUTTERS, late of the Sligachan Hote 1 
Skye, has taken a lease of this comfortable Hote 
It is pleasantly situated close to 


Loch Shin, 


on which Boxts are kept for the use of visitors, who 
have the privilege of fishing on it and other lochs. 
Post and Telegraph Office at the door, 
POSTING. : 
"BUS MEETS TRAINS. 
Best Patterns of Trout and Salmon Flies and al 
locally usefal Tackle kept for sale. 


_ARGYLLSHIRE. - 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, and SALI0 


PEROX FISHING ON LOCH AWE, 


TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN., 


First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour’s sail 
from Loch Awe Station. Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers ca]l at the Hotel Pier, 
A. and A, MUNRO. 














ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
THE 


GREYHOUND HOTEL, 
CROMFORD, 


is most conveniently situated, being close to theriver 
Derwent (well stocked with Grayling and Trout). 


See “Red Spinner,” in the Field of Sept. 8rd, 1887. 


For particulars apply to 
MATTHEW HILL, Proprietor, 








TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING. 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 


The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
ofthe stream, which is well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will! tind in the “ bosky dells ” of Coquet- 
side an ample field fer research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the diatrict 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.20 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
particulars, address THE MANAGERESS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberland 





EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 
N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable. The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


GAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 
“Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary, : 
Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 


-| stations to Welsh Harp, 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 





LTipseenme IN THE NORTH AND 

WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
Visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 

Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
aeighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c, may be 
btained at the office of this paper, . 








ANGLERS’ REQUISITES. 
BEST QUALITY, REASONABLE PRICES, 
Mrs, RICHARD ROUTLEDGE, 
Widow of the late DIOKY ROUTLEDGE, 


FERGUSON’S LANH, CARLISLE, 
No connection with any Shep whatever, 








SQ REWARD 


To those who can prove that D. SLATER is not by 
far the largest Manufacturer of Rods and Reels 
in the County of Nottinghamshire. 





The JUBILEE TROUT OUTFIT will astonish you. 


It consists of a beautiful Balanced and well finished Fly Rod, 2 tops, in a partition 
case ; a superior Bronzed Revolving Plate Reel, and 30 yards of the finest quality 


Waterproof Silk Line. The lot for l5s, 


SLATER’S FINEST QUALITY SALMON RODS, 
2 Tops, Solid Fittings, and Double Brazed, 16ft., 253, ; 17ft., 27s. 6d, ; 18ft , 30s, 


A 4in. Revolving Plate SALMON REEL, 


manufactured by the Advertiser, price 15s., worth 


17, and 18 feet Salmon Rods. 


finest Hardened Steel Works, 
303. ; suitable for Slater’s 16 


a | 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 
J. W. MARTIN, 


The “Trent Otter,” 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


; Manufacturer of First-class FISHIN# GOODS for all Parts of the Worid. 
Pike and other Rods of splendid quality, Carefully tested and finished, Hootie a 12s, each. 
rin ; a Pike Tackle of the most approved make, best quality only. 
ure Plaited Silk Pike Lines, 9d. and 1s. per score yards. Buy your Goods direct from the Factory, 
and get the Best and Cheapest Fishing Goods in the World. 
AS ADDRESS AS ABOVE. 
128 page Descriptive Catalogue and Angler’s Guide gent Post free to any address on application. 





A GREENHEART FLY ROD perfect action and beautifully finished, in 


partition case, warranted to stand hard wear, post free, 7s, 6d. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE OF RODS AND REELS. 
D. 8. has received the Highest Awards in the World for these goods, 
Three-Joint Rods, 5s., 7s. 6d., 8s, 6d., 10s. 6d.,and 12s, 6d, each. 
Four-Joint, superior, post free, at 5s, 7s., 8s., 10s, and 123, each, 





PLEASE NOTE THE ADDRESS, 


D. SLATER, Portland Street, Newark. 


WORKS—HARDY’S YARD, STODMAN STREET. Meta REEL WorRKS and TIMBER STORES 
EGGLESTON YARD, MARKET PLACE NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, es 


. 
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Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, Xc., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND KUTCHINSON’, 
rs EE: RI DD A EL, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and ‘Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 


None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson 
oo Label. { or Hutchinson & Son., ; } Kendal. 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 











GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANK STREET, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 











ESTABLISHED 1745. 
HOLLA i = $ FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorksbire, and all 
i / ; other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 
Hackle Flies, Is. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s, per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 2s. 6d, 
per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 
Hooke. EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent for 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 
Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampshire 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Eaton and Deller’s Rods 
Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.’s 
Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland's Cobweb Gut 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them.’ G. H., having sersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- 
Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 
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before the end of the current month, as it is in contemplation 
to close the list on the Ist November next. 

Cheques should be made payable to the order of the Treasurer, 
Frederic M. Halford, 35, Inverness-terrace, W., or the Honorary 
Secretary, R. B. Marston, Editor FISHING GAZETTE. 
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“THE LOOKER-ON.” 
By T.-H. PRITE 


IN that pleasant corner of the West Riding of Yorkshire which is 
called Craven, from two Anglo-Saxon words, craig and vaen, mean- 
ing stony rock, a district embracing the whole of the upper portions 
of the beautifal valleys of the Ribble, Aire, and Wharfe, there is a 
story told in the dialect of the country to the effect that a certain 
village parson, busy one summer's evening with his next day’s 
sermon, was unceremoniously interrupted by a shock-headed lad of 
the village, who abruptly announced himself and his errand with 
the words—“ My mother wants you to come and bury my feyther.” “ What!” 
said the Vicar, very much surprised; “is he dead? When did he die?’ 
- “ Aboot seven weeks sin’,” was the calm reply. The vicar’s hair endeavoured to 
stand on end around the bald desert on the crown of his head. “ Seven weeks 
since!” he queried, doubtfully. “Seven weeks sin’,” reiterated the youth. 
“ Bless my life,” replied the parson, “he must be ina dreadful state!” “ Not 
a bit on it,” was the answer ; ‘we were just in t’ middle o’ hay-time when he 
deed, and my mother hadn’t time to bother wi’ him, so she just salted him and 
turned him o’er once or twice, and he’s as sweet as a posey.” 

I have introduced this moving narrative of affectionate regard in order to 
apply it personally. Just in the middle of the last sweet season of springtime, 
sacred to love and influenza, when the tender violets and primroses were bloom- 
ing sorrowfully under eighteen inches of snow, I was taken ill, and came very 
near finding myself—or letting someone else find me—in the same pickle as the 
unfortunate farmer referred to above, only in my case the difficulty would be 
to find anyone who would keep me longer than might be necessary to get me 
decently off the premises. This illness, and a business matter now happily 
settled to my lasting advantage, have together kept me silent in the pages of 
the GazeTTe ; but there are many items which have come before me during 
these months in my capacity of “The Looker-On” which I have salted, 
and, turning them over in my mind even now, I trust they may be found 
inoffensive. Herein lies one of the beauties of our art: a point of angling 
interest never grows old, and a discussion thereon is therefore never out of 
date. 

Not that it is my immediate intention to kick up a row—by no mean3; Tam 
for a quiet life, whisky cold, and the Monarchy. But it is absolutely necessary 
to remark that the trout season which is now dead was a Jubilee year, and 
no mistake—for the trout. Not since 1844 have anglers in the North had such 
a poor time of it. The rivers were never once in decent trim for fly-fishing from 
the beginning of the season until there was a little fresh on the last days of 
May and the first of June. Then the drought returned, thunderstorms occurred 
occasionally, but very little rain fell with them, and the ground was so 
thoroughly parched, and the wells, springs, and pools so much exhausted, 
that no surplus water reached the great majority of the rivers. Thus July and 
August passed away, and the end of the season was at hand, when rain at last 
came, and the different rivers were in downright good trim. The closing days 
of the Yorkshire season afforded some fair fly-fishing, and made slight amends 
for such an angling year as none of us wish to experience again before the next 
Jubilee of the then reigning monarch. 

The long spell of hot and dry weather, however, has not been without a good 
effect on many of the northern streams, in which, for reasons not altogether 
unaccountable, the normal stock of molluscs, larve, and other aquatic food had 
fallen much below the average. For three or four seasons past we have had a 
succession of late winters, with exceptionally heavy snow, protracted through 
March and April. On the 1st of March, 1886, there was a fall of snow which 
literally smothered all Yorkshire, and some days later, as if to show that the 
resources of the weather department were by no means exhausted, there was a 
second fall of unprecedented depth. I am going into this at length in order to 
show our facetious brethren who say we chuck and chance it that there is 
method in our madness which is invisible to them, though the keener-sighted 
trout recognise it. 

On many northern rivers the March Brown, and others of the spring flies 
familiar to North-country anglers, have been remarkable for their scarcity, and 
last year the hatch of spring flies went wrong altogether. There was a reason 
for this which has an important bearing on the whole system of wet fly-fishing. 

Ten yards deep of snow—this is not an exaggeration—in a wide ravine a 
mile and a half long, and a hundred or more ravines as per sample (in addition 
to the amount on the hilltops and on the level) in the same valley, represent a 
prodigious amount of liquid when in time it is all thawed. If a sudden thaw 
comes there is a tremendous flood, with a consequent disturbance of the bed of 
the river, thousands of tons of gravel are shifted, and a vast quantity of the 
larvee are swept away and lost. And yet, bad as this is, a slow and gradual rise 
in temperature has an almost equally unfortunate effect on fly-fishing, as I think 
I shall be able to show you. 

Warmth is as necessary to the full development of the tiny atoms which pass 
their early stages on the bed of the river as it is to man himself, only in a less 
degree ; and with an enormous mass of snow melting slowly day by day, and 
sending down a steady accession of water not much above freezing-point, the 
feeble heat of the early spring sun is hardly sufficient to take the chill off. AU 
practical anglers who keep their eyes open at the riverside know that under these 
conditions flies do not hatch out. This is what has happened for several seasons 
past, during which the number of flies observed on the surface of the river has 
been infinitesimal in comparison with the usual crop. Previous to the advent 
of the cold springs the stock of larve was abundant ; as they have not hatched 
into flies, and reproduction can only be brought about through the winged state, 
the reason of the present deficiency is apparent. But what became of the larvee ? 
That is the point which I hope to make clear. 

The temperature of the water never reached the degree—and I am sorry to 
say that for lack of observation we do not know what that degree is—necessary 
to vivify the larval grub into the perfect fly : the latter, be it understood, is not 
born in the water, but in the air, as will shortly appear. ‘The larval insects had 
sufficient vitality in the ordinary course of nature to enable them to crawl out of 
their frail houses ; but warmth was lacking to bring them from the bed of the 
river, or the weeds to which they were attached, to the surface. Thus happened 
only a partial transformation from the larval grub to the fly, and the nonde- 
script insect then set free was carried helplessly down stream, to 
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fall an easy prey to trout. Two facts in proof of this are 
forthcoming: 1. That anglers in northern rivers are accustomed to trout 
taking an artificial fly witha “ pluck” which is entirely underneath, and so far 
underneath that not a dimple is produced on the surface of the running stream. 
The days on which trout take an angler’s flies in this way are usually fine, 
with arather full river, due to melting snow, and there is no live fly on the 
water. The only possible deduction from this is that trout take a hackled fly 
for an imitation of the larval grub in its transition state from the bed of the 
river to the surface. ‘They never see a perfect-winged insect under the surface, 
because the moment a fly is immersed it is done for. Catch any of the aquatic 
flies you like, and try the result by dipping them in water. 2. During the recent 
scarcity of surface food, a constant remark by northern anglers has had 
reference to the surprisingly good condition which trout have all along main- 
tained. Clearly, therefore, the fish have been feeding extensively underneath. 
Here I wish to say that, although Iam an advocate of the wet fly system for all 
rapid rivers, and particularly those of the colder North, I by no means despise 
the use of the dry fly in certain places and under certain conditions, being well 
aware from experience that a floating fly on quiet water in a clear light will 
often kill, when a hackled imitation would be no use at all. A large number of 
our aquatic flies belong to the Phryganid@, and are flat-winged, and I have never 
seen a floating fly dressed by any maker which even attempted to counterfeit 
these insects, and to put “cock ” wings to a flat-winged fly is to ignore the thing 
we are trying toimitate. It only remains for me to show that my remarks as to 
the impartial hatching of flies is not mere theory, but is the result of personal 
observation, before recorded. 

Some time ago I turned 40 of the larvae of the Phryganide—which I may be 
pardoned for reminding those who have not gone deeply into the matter are 
commonly called “stick-baits ”—into a glass aquarium, in order that I might, if 
possible, watch the hatching process. I succeeded in doing this ; but out of 
the 40 only three reached the surface as perfect flies ; the others crawled out 
of their larval cases and never got any further. If there had been a stream 
through the aquarium, the nondescript grubs would have been carried off by it. 
T satisfied myself, however, on two points—first, that the power of the sun is 
necessary to bring the larval grub to the surface, two of the three perfect flies 
being hatched out in consequence of my moving the aquarium to a position in 
which the direct rays of the sun fell uponit ; then the insect dragged himself 
forth from his case, and rose quietly to the surface. In doing so, his body and 
wings depended perpendicularly, his legs alone working away to aid the upward 
movement, all the rest being enveloped in an exquisitely fine transparency. Even 
as it emerged from the water, instantaneously—quicker, indeed, than the eye 
could follow accurately—the fine envelope was gone, and there was the perfect 
fly. The second point was this: that as the insect was rising to the surface, 
nothing I can imagine would imitate its appearance more accurately than a 
sparely-dressed hackled fly. I leave anglers to think this out further for 
themselves, remarking, before I leave the subject, that no system of dry fly- 
fishing will ever satisfactorily represent an insect which is not dry, but 
wet. The object of the fly-fisher is to catch trout by deceiving them 
by the general correctness of our counterfeits of Nature, aud I admit 
at once that, in mere mechanical art and skill, the floating fly is the 
best imitation of the living EHphemeride, and the system of fishing it the 
most skilful ; but a floating fly will not float on a swift river broken into spite- 
ful ripples, and a perfect-winged insect under the surface of the water is un- 
known. And, after all, we must copy Nature. Anglers of the North may 
therefore comfort themselves with the knowledge that a hackled fly bears a 
very striking resemblance toan aquatic insect in a transition state, upon which trout 
feed largely ; and that a floating fly, capsized or immersed, has no advantages 
over the ordinary winged flies dressed in the North. 

My own fishing this year has been very limited, two or three days on the 
Yorkshire rivers and a fortnight in North Wales representing all the time at 
my disposal. But the Welsh outing I shall never forget. It was at that period 
of the year when the hedgerows and the umbrageous lanes were fringed with 
lilac, and laburnums, and wallflowers in profusion ; the first fresh green of the 
reluctant spring was on every tree and every blade ; acres of apple blossom 
were all around, and meadow-sweet and hawthorn perfumed all the air; 
melodious birds were singing among the trembling leaves and in the sky; and white 
cascades, dividing deep green pine-covered hills, were foaming, and dashing, and 
making merry music everywhere on their way to the angler’s playground, the 
river. Those who like may call the fisherman’s sport dull, stupid, and slow ; 
but they must at least admit that no other sportsman ever sees Nature, 
or (mark the words) has time to see Nature at home and at her best, pure 
and unsullied by any of the black arts of man. There is a tendency 
in this degenerate age to scoff at all this, and to look solely 
at the practical side of angling, which is to catch fish; but 
that recreation will always be the best which provides food for the mind and 
the memory, as well as the necessary exercise for the body. It is not a little 
thing to be able, in the twinkling of an eye, to transplant one’s self from the 
dingy stuffiness of a banker’s sweating-room in the heart of smoke-covered Leeds 
ona dull November afternoon to the Fairy Glen on the Conway, or the Swallow 
Falls on the Llugwy, where trout are splashing all around, and the bright 
sylvan green is over allagain, and the wind whispers softly of freedom through 
the branches overhead. And, depend upon it—purely practical angler though 
you are—you will find yourself doing it. And that is why—in spite of yourself, 
and though you may not know it—you continue an angler ; and it is one of the 
chief reasons why so many old, and I will dare to say so many good, men have 
remained ardent anglers to the last day that Time and his attendant, Decay, would 
permit them. Come with me for a moment, and let me recall Llyn Ogwen and 
the pass of Nant Francan in the glory of the first day of June. 

On the left of an extremely narrow gorge rises a spur of Y Glyder Fawr, 
3,275£t. high ; where we see it, there is a sheer precipice of full 400ft., until it is 
broken by accumulated boulders piled in wild heaps of confusion, as the results 
of the storms, and frosts, and convulsions of countless ages. Immediately in 
front, and close to, Y Garn, 3,107ft. high, less forbidding in its purple aspect 
under the setting sun than its sterner neighbour, but apparently blocking up the 
narrow pass by which the only egress from the valley in front can be obtained ; 
a narrow road winding along a tiny level between the lake and Y Glyder Fawr, 
and on the right the black waters of Ogwen, showing white manes here and 
there under pressure from the strong breeze. ‘Then, on the other side of the 
water, 400 yards away, rises Carnedd Dafydd, 3,430ft. high. I do not know 
what Carnedd means, but Dafydd is a caution. He is straight up, and much 
straighter down. ‘There is no up the sides and down the middle about him. If 
you succeeded in getting over Dafydd, and by any chance dropped, or walked, 
or went, or tumbled, or threw yourself, or in any other way got off him, you 
might rely on a sheer drop down a precipice of 1,000ft. before so much as a 
lady fern interfered to stay your progress. You may lean against Dafydd if you 
like—he is not easily moved, and he will let you ; but I defy you to lie down on 
him on the Nant Francan side. 

And here on the black waters of this awe-inspiring lake, hemmed in by these 


mountains, which seem to have their summits in the sky, and overhang the very 
spot on which the boat is rocking, we fish, and find good sport, too ; we basket 
six-and-twenty decent trout in the course of a few hours, until the purpling 
gloom steals up the mountain sides, and unsuspected clefts appear under the 
twilight shadows, and ghostly giants seem to stand out suddenly to watch the 
time-worn cliffs like silent sentinels throughout the night. Never, in a long 
angling experience in this loveliest and best of all lands, have I felt so strongly 
the sense of man’s tremendous littleness ; and that was what we all felt, as we 
drove away, and left the spot to darkness and the centuries that are to be. 





PIKEING PRECEPTS. 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 
By A. G, JARDINY. 
(Continued from page 212.) 


THE principal sport of the Thames must be looked for in what are 
termed “coarse fish,’ for which a close or “fence” time, between 
the 15th of March and the 15th of June has been instituted. The 
latter date is, inthe opinion of most pike anglers, far too early, as 
those fish have not forsome weeks after that time recovered from 
spawning, and August lst is generally considered soon enough to 
commence pike-fishing. 

Now that the nights have become frosty, and we are half-way through 
October, “ pikeing” will bein “full swing,” and the question where to go upper- 
most in the angler’s mind. I purpose devoting this, and some following 
articles, to enumerating and describing choice places in the Upper Thames, 
where good sport is generally to be obtained. 

I shall suppose the angler has taken his departure by G.W.R., Paddington 
Station, for Abingdon, with rods, tackle, and fresh, lively bait. Mem.: Always 
take baits with you. Itsaves much disappointment, for the chances are “ ten to 
one” you won’t be able to obtain any at the fishery. This was notably the case 
when Mr. R. Marston and I went last year to fish the fine lake at Blenheim, for, 
although we were promised that live bait in plenty should be waiting our 
atrival at Oxford, yet none were, and we had to devote some hours next morn- 
ing to capturing them ourselves, thus wasting much of the most important 
part of a short winter's day. 

About two miles below Abingdon is Culham Lock, from whence, up the main 
stream to Sutton Mill and pool, is half a mile of very deep water, holding large 
pike, and below the lock is a splendid reach for pike and perch. It will, how- 
ever, be necessary to engage a man and punt so as to fish these waters, and this 
can be done by inquiring at either the Anchor Inn or Nag’s Head at Abingdon. 

Two and a half miles down-stream, after passing through the navigable 
“cut” to Clifton Lock, there is another mile of fine fishing—viz., from the weir 
in the main river, which flows by Long Wittenham village. This stretch of 
water should be carefully tried, for it is well worth spending some time over. 
This and the Sutton length, being out of the way of boat traffic, are seldom 
disturbed, and afford opportunities for quiet fishing, with every probability of 
fine sport. There is now nothing worth much for three miles below Clifton, 
until Day’s Lock is reached, where good perch and chub are plentiful in the 
weir-pool and about the islands. 

In remote Saxon times, according to Camden and other ancient authorities, 
the river from its source down to near this spot was called “the Isis.” Herea 
much smaller stream, “ the Thame,’ adds its waters, and the ‘‘ Marriage of the 
Thame and Isis” became theriver “ Thamesis ” of the Romans, since abbreviated 
to the more modern and comprehensive name of Thames. The Thame flows 
through the town of Dorchester (Oxon), and unites with the larger river a mile 
below the lock, on the left-hand bank ; and itis especially just about here, also for 
some distance towards Shillingford Gower down), pike take up their winter 
haunts, consequently excellent sport is generally to be obtained. 

At Day’s Lock beds can be had by writing and making arrangements with the 
lock-keeper, whose house is fairly comfortable. A clerical friend of 
mine sometimes stays there, and informs me it is rather “jolly” from an 
angler’s point of view, the place being tidy, meals capitally cooked Gf simple 
culinary work), and fishing all that is to be desired. Therefore it is a convenient 
spot to make one’s “ headquarters,” being the centre of many miles of splendid 
fishing, and easily reached by G. W. Railway to Wallingford Station, thence four 
miles by conveyance ; but plenty of pike and perch baits must be taken, for it is 
no use expecting to get them there. 

The fishing hence to Wallingford and for three miles below is poor, but 
begins to be fair where the railway crosses the river at Moulsford Station ; and 
just above the fine brick railway bridge, among a cluster of small islands, is a 
good spot for jack, perch, &c. ; while the river to Cleve Lock, two miles further 
on, is one of the deepest lengths in the Upper Thames, abounding in fine fish. 
Just above Moulsford Church is a reed-flam and wide deep ditch, where many 
a large fish has “ bitten steel” for the last time. 

Most comfortable quarters can be secured at the Beetle and Wedge, a quaint 
little inn at Moulsford Ferry, at which I have stayed many a time when ona 
“fishing foray.” Cox is the name of the fisherman there, a deserving and pains- 
taking young man who knows the water well. 

About half a mile below the inn are “ Runsford Deeps,” with 18ft. of water, 
where are many 10 and 12-pounders. Skirting these “ deeps” on the left-hand 
side is a large reed-flam, with a backwater reaching some distance into the 
meadows, the opening to which is almost a certain haunt of large pike, and the 
last time I fished it I bagged one of 15lb. on “ paternoster tackle.” Just below, 
at Spring, on the bank of the river, is the Leather Bottle Inn, where, failing 
the Beetle and Wedge, anglers’ accommodation can be had. : 

From Cleve to Goring Lock, about three-quarters of a mile, is a part not worth 
fishing, excepting where the “ tail-water” from Cleve Mill falls in, some distance 
down the left bank. Here there is a gentle stream with some 6ft. of water, 
close alongside a reed-bed, where I have had splendid sport. Commence some 
distance above the reeds, drop the punt a little at a time, and fish the water foot 
by foot ; also cast your bait over the reeds into the mill stream, fish the eddy 
and some distance down, beyond where it joins the main stream. This is 
another choice spot, and should yield some good fish. 

The angler is now within sight of Streatley, on the Berkshire side of the 
Thames. Its inns are the Bull, and the Swan kept by E. Mills, who isa 
first-class fisherman. ©n the opposite—i.e., Oxfordshire side—is Goring, and 
the “twin villages” are connected by a picturesque wooden toll-bridge of con- 
siderable length. The river here expands to some width and contains several 
islands, in the centre of which is the old weir-pool. The Miller of Mansfield is 
the best inn at Goring; John Rush and George Bartholomew arethe fishermen. 
The scenery about here is simply exquisite, and the extensive views to be ob- 
tained from the hills above Streatley in either direction, with the Thames wind- 
ing at the foot of the high grounds and along the valley into the extreme dis- 
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tance, gives a charm to the magnificent landscape, which is essentially English, 
in its character. 

The river, nevertheless, about here is not, from an angler’s point of view, 
worth wasting time over, so we will drop a mile lower, to some osier-covered 
“ eyots,” half-way down which on the riverside is a nice “lay-bye” well worth 
trying ; so also is the channel between these eyots and the Berkshire bank when 
the river is full. 

The wider water oppesite “The Grotto,” and for the next two miles past 
Basildon Ferry, and on to Hart’s old Lock, where there is a fine cluster of 
islands, is very good fishing, as there are plenty of quiet corners, eddies, and 
deeps, with reedy lay-byes, which it will take a day to fish properly, and if so 
fished, the result should satisfy the angler, as the pike about -here are of fair 
size. From just below these islands to the lock at Pangbourne—one and 
a half miles—the river is straight, and fishing not particularly good. 

The Reading and District Angling Association protects the Thames 
Fisheries from Goring Lock to Shiplake Lock, a distance of 16 miles, and 
under its auspices the quantity and size of the various fish have greatly 
increased, as well as the sport in their portion of the river. 


(To be continued.) 








CARP - FISHING. 


THE man who can catch big carp commands my deepest respect, for 
I can imagine no possible better qualifications which an angler can 
possess than the thorough practical knowledge, finesse, and patience, 
without which it is impossible to become a successful carp fisherman. 
When I state that the carp is, without exception, the most crafty and 
cunning of all freshwater fish, I am sure every angler to whom 
this fish has been an object of special pursuit will cordially agree 
with me. Other fish may have their foolish moments, and occasion- 
ally overlook the rough and careless manner in which the tackle is 
made and used; but a carp—never! Their ever alert and watchful 
nature, to be successfully imposed upon, must be appealed to in an extremely 
skilful and natural manner, and even when fairly hooked, owing to the fine 
tackle (with which it is absolutely imperative to angle), a break away at the 
last moment is a by no means uncommon occurrence, for their wonderful re- 
sources of muscular activity and strength, instead of being expended in a few 
alarmed, mad rushes on finding themselves hooked, seem to be carefully hus- 
banded and reserved till a suitable moment presents itself to use them to 
advantage. 

To those anglers to whom carp-fishing has proved a somewhat tiring and dis- 
appointing pursuit the following may be of some value :—We hardly ever give 
wild things credit for the highly instinctive faculties which they undoubtedly 
possess for the purpose of self-preservation, and in every class there are some 
individual specie which possess the faculties and senses in a higher state of cul- 
ture than others, and Iam of opinion that the carp, amongst fish, possess the 
sense of smelling in the highest degree, and that this sense, being 
so pre-eminently developed, is the principal reason why they are 
so hard to catch, and which can be set down to the fact that 
the bait intended for their capture is generally made with the naked hands, and 
consequently becomes permeated with that human odour which is an exclusive 
and distinctive characteristic of the human body. I am positive that after an 
angler has well kneaded a piece of soft bread in his perspiring hands sufficiently 
long to make it the desired constituency for paste, that it must have borrowed a 
certain taint of human excrescence, and that this taint is extremely detrimental 
to an angler’s interest when such an acute-smelling and crafty fish as the carp is 
in question. And I say, do not touch your paste or ground-bait with the bare 
hands whilst preparing it. This may seem straiming points unnecessarily fine ; 
but when you see the provoking tap, tap, tap with which they cautiously pull 
your bait about, and then very often leave it altogether, and contrast this hesita- 
tory manner with the evidently unsuspicious, deliberate way with which they 
pick a natural tid-bit from the bottom of the water and go away, it con- 
clusively proves, in my idea, that a great responsibility rests with the bait in 
thus shying the fish. 

It is just as easy to make your ground-bait and paste in a thick linen cloth (I 
have done so myself for years, and prefer it), as it is to make it with the bare 
hands, and, when baiting with a pellet, you can pick up the required amount 
of paste, and shape it on the triangle with your thumb and finger, and two 
corners of cloth between them and the bait, quite as well as you can with 
bare fingers. This may seem a trifling matter; but in every branch of 
angling it can be proved conclusively that success depends upon careful atten- 
tion to the little things, and you will invariably find that your really successful 
fisherman pays more attention to the minutiw connected with the art than the 
occasion seems to warrant. In the matter of materials for a paste there are 
many—sponge cakes, arrowroot biscuits, and alegion of other things ; but I find 
a piece of fine wheaten household bread (one day old) answers the purpose as 
wellas any. Put the bread into a basin and scald with boiling water afew 
seconds—this not only removes any trace of former handling, but softens the 
gluten, and enables the mass to be kneaded much better than with cold water ; 
take it from the basin with a spoon or fork, lay it in a clean linen cloth, and do 
not again touch it with the bare hands in the subsequent manipulation between 
the cloth, which is required to work it together ; as it becomes firm, work in a 
little honey, and when finished, a firm, sweet, toughish, and thoroughly clean 
paste will be the result. 

Now for the ground-bait (a great item in carp-fishing). Make the ordinary 
balls of bran and bread, pretty stiff (it will be required to lead your line instead 
of a ledger bullet when casting, and unless made stiff will fall off) ; make it in 
the same way you did the paste—viz., without touching it with the bare hands, 
and work in with it a little of “'Thorley’s Food for Cattle.” This spicy article 
possesses a splendid attractive power for fish of every description, and is one of 
the ingredients used by the Lea roach fishermen in their ground-baits, and Iam 
half afraid I shall incur the odium of the select few of that fraternity for thus 
giving itaway. 

With regard to a rod for ledgering, a man who really goes in for this style of 
fishing to any great extent will find that a light, short rod, capable of being easily 
wielded in one hand when casting, so as to allow of the bait being pitched with 
an easy sweep to the precise spot required without any false throws, is the 
article wanted, and unless a man uses a rod of this description, successful ledger- 
ing becomes an utter impossibility. I know of no better ledgering-rod than a 
stiffish 10ft. fly-rod, in three joints, with a stout top piece in lieu of the third 
joint ; a rod of this description is a—treat to work with. Use a fine-dressed 
plaited silk running-line with a 4ft. gut bottom, as follows: As all new gut, 


even when nicely stained, possesses a certain brilliancy which renders it very 
conspicuous in the water, make your bottom from gut which has been used some 








few times before, and attained that dull appearance which a few immérsions 
will give it, and before using steep it in strong lukewarm coffee for about an 
hour to give it a brownish tint; then whip the triangle on the gut bottom, and 
do not use a hook already mounted if you can tie one yourself ; use lengths of 
gut as long as possible to lessen the number of knots, for witha clear water and 
a bright sun streaming through, objects upon the bottom show with striking 
clearness, and anything of a foreign nature is easily perceived by the fish. If 
the angler will remember that his object is to place a tasty morsel before a 
hungry fish, and to keep that fish in utter ignorance of the existence of himself 
and tackle, and that every action on his part which is calculated to enlighten 
the fish upon these points is absolutely fatal to his success, he will have learnt 
a lesson of incalculable value, not only in carp-fishing, but every other branch of 
angling besides. 

Attach your gut bottom to the running-line as neatly as possible, and about a 
foot from the hook pinch a moderate-sized shot upon it, and around this shot 
squeeze a good-sized ball of ground-bait (using a cloth to prevent contact with 
the hands) ; bait your triangle in the same manner, uncoil about thirty yards of 
running-line, and lay carefully upon the ground in rings. Then with the rod 
describing a sharp sweep, deliver the bait to the spot in the water you wish it 
to occupy—the farther off the better. If you can throw fifty or sixty yards, do 
so ; but, above all things, avoid a jerk, and throw with a steady, deliberate sweep. 
After it has been laying upon the bottom for some few minutes, if the ground- 
bait has been made of the proper constituency it will begin to dissolve and fall 
from the line, and make an attractive patch upon the botton. When you think 
sufficient time has elapsed for this to have occurred, give a very trifling switch 
to ease your line from the ground-bait, and gently wind a few inches of the line 
in towards you. This will bring your baited triangle into the patch of ground- 
bait, which is the very best position it can occupy. Whatever you do, ease your 
line from the ground-bait as soon as possible after making the cast, for if it 
remains threaded through it when a fish seizes the bait, the line cutting 
through the ground-bait will occasion a momentary check, upon feeling which 
your would-be victim will at once relinquish the paste and make off. If you 
have the good fortune to hook a heavy fish, give him scope, and don’t attempt 
to hurry him ; and in clear water, providing your line is sufficiently long, it is 
your own fault if you lose him. 


I recollect last year being at the Welsh Harp Fishery with a very old subscriber 
of Ford’s Water, river Lea, a well-known and very successful carp fisherman. We 
had neither of us been there before, and consequently knew very little about 
the water. However, a young fellow who did know the water accompanied us, 
to show the spot usually chosen by the carp fisherman. It was late in the 
summer, and a beastly chilly wind blew hard all day right in our teeth. My 
friend, S——, never had a touch with a fish of any description all day. I fished 
twenty yards from him, ledgering the same as described. I took two carp, 
weighing respectively 3ilb. and 5$lb. This may possibly have been more luck 
than skill ; but I will candidly own I was egotistical enough to put it down to 
my careful manner of fishing, and the particular pains I took to obtain tackle 
in my idea as near perfection as it was possible to get it. JOHNNY CHAT. 








LAKE DISTRICT FISHERY BOARD. 


Tun quarterly meeting of this board was held at the Lake Side Hotel, Winder- 
mere. There were present Mr. John Fell, who took the chair in the absence of 
Colonel Sandys, M.P. ; Major Machell, Messrs. Barlow-Massicks, G. F. Braith- 
waite, J. Dobson, A. B. Dickinson, T. Gibson, G, W. Goodison, J. Harrison, 
R. Pedder, C. Pollitt, J. R. Bridson, and W. Tattersall, with Mr. T. H. Jackson, 
clerk. 

A letter was read from the chairman containing several suggestions as to the 
greater cultivation of salmon in Windermere. The clerk’s annual report showed 
that the dry weather had caused a falling off in salmon-rod licenses of 32, equal 
to about £16; and in trout rod licenses of 338, equal to £42 5s. On the other 
hand, salmon nets show no increase, although the take of salmon by the nets has 
been exceptionally large, and the nets consequently very remunerative to the 
fishermen. As against the decrease in rod licenses, there is an increase in draft 
nets for trout and char and plumb lines, which will be gratifying to the board, 
as he thought it showed that the board’s action in respect of the close time for 
trout and char and the mesh of nets for their capture has produced very 
satisfactory results. Trout nets are used almost entirely on Windermere, 
and have increased from five in 1855 to eleven in the current year, showing 
an increase of £10, and plumb lines have increased from 68 to 92 in the 
same period, being an increase of £6, which _ is satisfactory, both 
as showing the success of the fishing in Windermere, and also 
reducing the board’s loss on the oiher sources of income ; and so far 
az he can gather, this increase of license duty from Windermere will con- 
tinue, though from the limited number of nets available, there is not likely to 
be much further increase. The expenditure side of the accounts requires little 
remark, as the items are much as usual, save that the drought necessitated the 
employment of a temporary watcher, and this caused an increase of wages by 
£15 4s. The successful prosecution of two persons for fish poisoning, in both 
cases resulting in the men being sent to prison, has reduced the Board’s income 
from fines from £11 9s. to £2 19s., and also somewhat increased the law costs. 
The result of the year’s working is a decrease of the Board’s balance from 
£144 17s. to £99 0s. 10d.; but as it appears to him these results arise 
from a state of affairs not likely to occur again for many years, 
he did not propose to take any action in_ respect thereof. The 
clerk’s report was adopted, and a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Jackson. 
Capt. Bagot, Levens Hall, and Mr. Rawlinson, Duddon Hall, were elected as 
conservators, vice Dr. Hamilton and Mr. Hope, resigned. A proposal by Mr. 
Barlow-Massicks, that each conservator should have a badge, fell through for 
want of support. The chairman remarked that a report had been prepared by 
Dr. Paget upon the pollution of the Kent, and this report revealed such a state 
of things that, sooner or later, an inquiry would probably be held respecting 
them. It was stated that the Corporation of Kendal had used an open sluice 
to allow sewage to run into the river, and this was considered a serious matter, 
as also the pollution by jute fibre from paper mills above the town of Kendal. 
It was generally agreed that the Board stay its hand, to see what the local 
authorities would do, who, of course, were most nearly concerned. 


ee 





WRITING in the World of December 22nd, 1886, Edmund Yates says :—* Mention made in certain 
Reminiscences of mine of a pleasant and wholesome alcohol stimulant called ‘ BUSHMILLS WHISKEY 
has led the proprietors of the famous Distillery in Belfast to assure me that their alcohol is still ext wnt 
in its pristine excellence, and, to confirm the assurance, send me a specimen of their produce. All 
taps,’ we are assured by Mr. Stiggins, ‘is wanity,’ but I am glad to find that a favourite wanity of my 
youth is as mellow and as innocuous as when first introduced to my notice by my old friend Captain 
Mayne Reid.” All orders to be addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co., Limited, 1, Hill-street, 
Belfast. 
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SCOTCH WATERS. 


AUTUMN SALMON ANGLING. 
By W. MURDOCH. 
HINTS—FLIES, BAITS, &C. 
1 (Continued from p. 211.) 

IN following up what I said last week, it occurs to me that, in the 
first place, it would be best to still further enlarge upon ex- 
periences from which some useful hints may be gathered, and in 
the second and last place to touch upon sundry subjects which, to 
gave me titling them individually, I shall class under the general 
heading of “Adaptation to Circumstances.” 

Scene : Aberdeenshire Dee—a fine October morning. Angler, to Grlllie : 
“What are the prospects—do you like the look of the day and the water?” 
Gillie: “ Weel, sir, I'm thinkin’ we're nae tae dee muckle guid i’ th’ fore- 
neen ; th’ watter’s richt enugh in size, but we’el an’ I ken, sir, it’s niver muckle 
eace fen banks o’ cloods are settin’ up a’ roon as they’re daein’ i’ th’ noo. Leuk, 
sir, ye’ll see ilka stane i’ th’ boddom o’ th’ watter there, and mair nor that Pll 
tell ye ye'll distinkly see a’ yer line, an’ ye’r flee swimmin’?’ th’ watter as far oot 
as yer able to throw’t. Na, na, it’s nae ony guid fishin’ i’ th’ noo ; lat’s jist sit 
doon an’ wite tull that confounit glare wears aff. Gin we war tae fish th’ noo 
we wud be scarin’ th’ fish, an’ that wudna’ dee ava. It’s niver bit ance I've seen 
a fish ta’en fen th’ licht wus like this, an’ it wus ta’en ae frosty mornin’ that th’ 
watter wus verra sma’; an’, sir, it wus mysel’ that did it, an’ I took it wi’a 
prawn. Bit, sir, ’'m shoor it’s nae ony guid tryin’ th’ prawn th’ day else we wud 
try't—th’ watter's a’ hantle ower big, and it’s far ower fresh a mornin’, Deed, 
sir, it’s nae bit fen we canna get fish ony idder wye that we wurk the prawn, 
an’ aifter a’ it’s nae worth tryin’ at this sizzen bit in a frosty mornin’ or fore- 
neen fen th’ watter’s verra verra sma’ and clear. June, sir, is oor best month for 
ithe prawn here, and I’ve seen Jock Stirton—ye ken Jock, dinna ye ?—tak’ oot 
saven fish wi't in less nor an oor. ‘The verra day ‘at Mr. C s and 
yoursel’ had th’ thirteen fish Jock wus prawnin’ i’ th’ Telegram, an’ pullin’ the 
sawmon oot by th’ breers o’ th’ cen ; he had three in fifteen minnets jist aboot 
th’ time th’ sin (sun) wus settin’. Jock’s th’ best prawner’at ever I saw.” 

This yarn isthe “say,” inas near as the writer can remember the exact words, 











THe YELLOW EAGLE. 


of a “braw fusher ” on Dee, who is noted for his success with the salmon rod. 
His ideas about prawning and the nature of the light the writer can readily 
endorse, his own experience being his warrant for doing so. 

The next is an instance of angling this very afternoon. 


A TriumpH ror THE FLy.—Four anglers were looking into a splendid 
salmon pool in the Ardoe water of the Dee. It was half-past four 
o’clock, not a fish had been stirred all day, and it was hopeless 
everyone thought, as minnow, prawn, phantom, and all what not had 
been tried. It got very bright about ten minutes before the time stated, 
and I suggested that a trial should be made once more to see if the fly worked 
with a jerking motion would not fetch a “fush.” I selected a small “Silver 
Doctor,” and gave it to the fisherman, telling him to sink it well and work it 
with a jerking motion. First cast he hooked “’im.” Four gentlemen saw this 
done. Now this bears out what everyone should remember—viz., to use a bright 
fly in clear water when the sun shines forth in full splendour. It was a calm 
pool that was fished, not a ripple on it, and the sinking of the fly and jerking it 
tickled salar’s fancy. The fly was altogether of a different character (suitably 
bright for the strong light and clear water) from all those that had previousiy 
been put over the fish during the day, and ‘t was several sizes smaller. Than 
Silver and Blue Doctors there are no better patterns for bright day, clear water 
fishing in Dee at this season of the year. 

On Don I have found the Yellow Eagle much more deadly for evening fish- 
ing than any other fly. On Des, the Gordon and Grey Eagle (1 prefer it almost 
white) are much the best evening flies. It always is a good plan to offer the 
fish a very large fly just as it is getting dark. About the end of October 
anglers should offer them something really substantial for their supper ! 
On very cold evenings a regular “rouser” put over them when one can 
scarcely see what he is doing, seldom fails when the cast is well 
stocked. The calm pools are the best for the big White Hagle 
and Gordon late in the evening. No one should give up for the 
day till both these flies have been tried. It is folly not to stick in to the last. 
‘‘ Perseverance is the horse to win with.” When the river isa good deal swollen 
and very dark in the colour, the Yellow Eagle is a capital fly for daytime-fishing ; 
but when simply swollen (wanting the dark colour), the Dunt, Glentanar, 
Gordon (not too large), and Jock Scott are the flies to be recommended. A fly 
I call the Dee “ Thunder and Lightning” I have found most killing at this 
season. I always lay great store by it, and well would I need to, for I have 
taken fish with it late in the afternoon, and that, too, after several rods (still 
fishing the pools) had fished them all day with every imaginable fly and failed. 
Brown, 36, George-street, Aberdeen, dresses this fly. When the water is brown 
and swollen a bit, the Childers often dozs Al on Dee, especially on bright days. 
On Don, the Popbam is perhaps the best bright day fly when the river inclines 
to the big side. Though some may experience differently, I can say without 


hesitation that on dull days late in October no fly used when the river is low is 
half so deadly as the Black Doctor. I put this fly far in front of all others, 
especially on hazy, calm days. Small sizes should be used, unless the casts are 
very deep and shaded, or of good strength of current and rough incharacter. I 
tone down the wing of this fly with material that gives it when weta nice dark 
appearance, a greenish shade being distinctly observable. | LirrLE GUINEA FOWL 
at the shoulder is what everyone should see to, asa lot of it neutralises the effect 
greatly. This is a discovery I made, and I may frankly state that until I found 
it out I had many and many a time but “so-so” sport on good waters late in 
the season when there was no sky or sunshine, and the river was low and clear. 
Of the Black Doctor, I never use when fishing in October a larger than 0 or 
smaller than No. 4 size. I use the 1, 14, and 0 sizes in cold r ough weather 
when the trees are shedding their leaves. 

Know THE Water:—The first day I ever fished a certain splendid Dee fishery 
late in October I had very poor results. I was in the company of a noted 
Thames trouter, and koth of us were very foolish in declining to have the fisher- 
man with us, as neither of us knew the “holds.” We had a great day’s fishing, 
but only one fish. Next day I fetched out the fisherman, and, guided by him to 
places I had not tried when along with the Thameser, I had good sport, killing 
two large fish with the Blue Doctor, and a small fish and a brown grilse with the 
Silver Doctor. It was a cloudless day all through. The following day was 
dull as dull could be—not a puff of wind, and under a leaden sky everything 
looked so bleak and cheerless that I felt quite depressed with the “sadness of 
the autumn day.” In short, it could not have been more unlike its predecessor. 
The first pool I fished I gota clean-run fish 7lb. ; I landed (and returned) a red 
fellow of 9lb., got in the bottom end of same cast. Then I fished two pools, and 
saw nothing ; crossed over the water, fished a fine catch, and there had ’im— 
19lb. ; then, going down a bit, I tried a narrow pool above rapids, and rose a 
“fush ;” went on to a nice, long, slow pool, and killed a 23-pounder ; had in 
the same catch a red fellow of 29lb., which, on account of his being 
‘slightly broken,” I returned to the water. All this was done with the Black 
Doctor. It was 5 o'clock when I landed the last fish, so I at once 
decided to discontinue the Black Doctor and substitute the Gordon, for which 
the time had now arrived, as the day was fast wearing away aud the evening 
commencing to close in about. I went up to the cast where I had stirred the 
fish as I was coming down, and putting over it a Gordon just twice the size of 
the Black Doctor I had used during the day, I had ‘im in five or six casts. That 
fish led me a dance, taking me down a series of rapids ; he weighed 18lb. Now 
it was dark—but down I went with all speed to the deep slow pool, on witha 
big “ White Eagle” (a 7/0 long shank), and had it in the water in a moment. 





THe WHITE EAGLE. 


Only a few casts and I hooked a fine big fish, played him with might and main 
(against time, as the train was nearly due), and had him at the side in no time ; 
but by the bad luck, just as the fisherman with the gaff had almost reached him, 
the big ‘“ White Eagle” flew right into the shoulder of my jacket, and the fish, 
with a roll, sankinto the depths! “Tam/’im,” said Duncan, “ but he wuza 
gran’ fush.” 
October 8. 
(To be continued.) 


AUTUMN ANGLING, 


NEVER have the salmon rivers of Aberdeenshire been seen so low at the present 
season as they are now. ‘They are simply not in more than half their usual 
autumn volume. To all those fishing them this state of matters is most dis- 
tressing : none but those directly concerned can have any idea of how disappoint- 
ing itis. The most patient have had their patience exhausted long ago ; but 
really, after all, what can be done? Simply nothing. The weather seems to 
have most determinedly set itself against the fishers, and decided on allowing 
the fish a season of Jubilee not to be soon forgotten by those who have journeyed 
far and paid extravagant sums in the expectation of sport. So far as even Dee 
angling is concerned, it is safe to say that not one in a dozen anglers has had 
anything like an approach to half such good sport as ought to have been obtained 
all over had conditions, as regards weather and water, only been such as they 
usually are in autumn, The season is now very far run, and still the outlook 
is dismal—wish it were the weather rather, for then anglers would be in a 
cheerier frame of mind. Speaking of the rivers in a general way, fish are 
rather scarce in them ; but along the coast it is allthe other way. The heavy 
fish have gathered inshore, but for want of water in the rivers they are quite 
unable to ascend. The weather, too, is all against them inclining to push up ; 
it is “ower” fine. A good tearing wind and heavy rainfall for a day or so, and 
what a splatter there would be—then there would be abundance of fish, and in 
every probability excellent angling. Till then the fishing must continue 
wretchedly poor. Surely, however, the autumn rains cannot be much longer 
in coming—they are not in a hurry, certainly, and clearly it would be unwise to 
pre dict when taey will come. This autumn, so far as it has run, crowns all the 
bad angling autumns we have had within the last half-dozen years. In all 
conscience, “the turn of the tide” is surely at hand. 


October 12. W. Murpocu, 





HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Teachings of Expsrience.—The united testimony of thousands, extending 
over more than forty years, most strongly recommend these Pills as the best purifiers, the mildest 
aperients, and the surest restoratives. They never prove delusive, or give merely temporary relief, but 
attack all ailments of the stomach, lungs, heart, head, and bowels in the only safe and legitimate way, 
by depurating the blood, and so eradicating those impurities which are the source and constituent of 
almost every disease. Their medicinal efficacy is wonderful in renovating enfeebled constitutions. 
Their action embraces all that is desirable in a household medicine. They expel every noxious and 
effete matter ; and thus the strength is nurtured and the energies stimulated. 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN ‘“ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp HAMILTON, MD., F.LS., &., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Sc. 


(Continued from page 211.) 


SECTION IV.—BIRDS OF THE GLOAMING. 


We have often in the shades of a summer eve, stuck the spike of our rod into the 
river bank for the purpose of watching the flight of the white or barn owl, Aluco 
flammeus, as he searches with silent wing the water meadows around us. How 
suddenly he will stop, hover for a moment, and swoop down into the long grass, 
but as suddenly rise again ; he has missed his prey! Again he quarters his 
ground like a pointer ; once more he is down—with success this time, for he 
rises with something dark in his claws—probably a young water vole—and away 
he flies to yonder old ivy-mantled tower or ruined mill. We have scarcely taken 
our rod and made a few casts when he is again at work; he is on the other 
side now, gliding down the hedgerow. But if we watch him much longer we 
shall lose the chance at that big trout just flopped up near the op osite bank. 
We can see the rings he has made. Away goes the big alder into the midst of 
the round O's. Ah! we have him—whirr goes the ree]. Look out for that 
low tree across the streams with its bed of tangled weeds. He means business ; 
but, thanks to strong tackle and a judicious strain, we have turned him. The 
net is under him, and a fine two-and-half-pounder lies on the dewy grass. But 
the owl? Oh! there heis. He must have gone and come again during the tussle. 
He has now got a much larger bunch in his claws—perhaps the old water 
vole, or a rat from the hedgerow. Whata friend of the farmers is this bonny 
owl ; and yet how often, from ignorance and superstition, do we see this poor 
bird nailed to the barn door, or hanging to the gamekeeper’s gallows tree ! 





HEAD OF THE Barn OWL. 


The poor owls get scant justice from most country folks. The Barn Owl is 
the screech owl, the dread of village boys and old women, who have a most 
superstitious awe of this bird. Should its screech be heard when watching the 
sick bed, it bodes certain death. Spencer, in his “ Faery Queen,” says : 


“ The messenger of death, the ghastly owl, 
With drery shriekes.” 
And Drayton : 


“'The shrieking stritch owl that doth never cry, 
But boding death,” 


Shakespeare, in “ Richard II.” : 
“ Out on you, owls, nothing but songs of death.” 


In all countries where this bird is found it has a bad name with the 
ignorant and superstitious. In France, if a screech owl shrieks on the chimney 
of a house where a woman is lying-in, a girl will be born, with ill-luck. 

So Shakespeare, “ Henry VI.,” Part IIL, Act v. 8. Vi. : 


“The owl shrieked at thy birth, an evil sign.” 


In mythological history the screech owl was once a man, Ascalphus by name, 
transformed by Ceres for his misdeeds into an owl ; the messenger of approach- 
ing grief, a direful omen to mortals. 

Tf there is light to see, stick your rod in the grass, and put your binocular 
upon the bird as he slowly flies through the meadows. See, although he is 
called the white owl, and looks very white in the dusk, he is a yellow tawny 
colour on the back of the head, altering to a tawny greyish on the back ; his 
wings beautifully barred with white spots; the breast and under-part a light 
pinkish-white ; the facial and disc-feathers round the eyes a silky white ; black 
eyes ; yellowish pale beak and black feet, covered with thick, short hairs. 

We have mentioned the owl's silent flight. This arises from a most beautiful 
arrangement of the barbules of the wing feathers (first pointed out by the late 
Mr. John Quekett), which renders their under surface so soft as completely to 
deaden the sound which, from the absence of such structure in the wings of 
other birds, is produced by the percussion in the act of flight. 

The barn owl has many provincial names : Church Owl, Hissing Owl, Roarer, 
Billy Wix, Woolert, Hoolet. In the Highlands he is Gaillach—oidhche-gheal, 
or the white old woman of the night (see Swainson’s “ Bird Lore”). 





HEAD OF THE BROWN OWL. 


The loud halloo-hooh-hooh of the Brown or Tawny Owl (Stria aluco) often greets 
our ears when returning of an evening, one answering another from the neigh- 
bouring copses, their loud hdd-hO6-hd6 sounding so clear in the still air. The 
dark, tawny, brown plumage sufficiently conceals the bird in the gloaming when 


he is seeking his food. This owl is not so dreaded as the Barn Owl. In ancient 
times amongst the Athenians, the brown owl was the bird of wisdom, and 
was associated with the goddess Minerva ; Wisdom and Folly were often repre- 
sented by an owland a fool's cap and bells. Shakespeare says, in “ Loves 
Labour Lost” ; 
‘When blood is nipped, and ways be foul, 
Then nightly sings the staring owl— 
Tu-whit, tu-who—a merry note, 
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot.” 


And Walter Scott makes Goldthred sing a joyous song anent the owl : 


“Of all the birds on bush or tree, 

Commend me to the owl, 

Since he may best ensample be 
To those the cup that trowl. 

For, when the sun hath left the west, 

He chooses the tree that he loves best, 

And he whoops out his song and Jaughs at his jest. 
Then, though hours be late and weather foul, 
We'll drink to the health of the bonny, bonny owl.” 


This owl has a number of provincial names : Tawny hooting Owl, Jenny 
Howlet, Hoot Owl, ’Ollering Ow), Wood Owl, Ivy Owl, &c. 

Should we happen, on leaving the river in the gloaming, to cross on our way 
homeward a bit of ferny heath or dry field near a copse, our attention is aroused 
by hearing a peculiar snap, snap in the air, and a hawk-like bird will pass on 
its silent way close by us. This is the Nightjar or Der Hawk (Caprimulgus 
Europeus). It has many other provincial names, as Fern Owl, Night Hawk, Churn 








Tue Foot, SHOWING THE SERRATED CLAW. 


Owl, Evejar, Goat-sucker, Puckeridge. All these names are derived from the 
supposed habits of the bird. Gilbert White says the country people have a notion 
that the fern owl, which they also call Puckeridge, is very injurious to weaning 
calves by inflicting, as it strikes at them, the fatal distemper known to cow- 
leeches by the name of Puckeridge. Itis probable that the cow-leeches of that 
day were very ignorant, and attributed this power to the bird to account for a 
disease of which they knew nothing about. 

In Italy the bird was accused of sucking goats ; hence its name—Caprimulgus, 
or goat-sucker. It is needless to remark that all these supposed propensities 
have no existence. The bird lives entirely on insects, chiefly beetles. It is par- 
ticularly fond of the dor beetle—the shardborne beetle of Shakespeare — 
which often rushes by us of an evening with a loud hum ; hence its name— 
Dor Hawk. The peculiar churning, or rather croaking, noise is described by 
Wordsworth in his poem, “The Waggoner.” This sound may be heard at a 
considerable distance. 

“The dor hawk ; solitary bird, 
Round the dim crags on heaving pinions wheeling, 
With untired voice sings an unvaried tune. 
Those burring notes are all that can be heard, 
In silence deeper far than that of deepest noon.” 


His first idea, however, was a better one : 


“ This night he is singing his frog-like tune, 
Twisting his watchman’s rattle about.” 

The burring note, however, is only uttered when the bird is at rest. Dresser 
(“‘ Birds of Europe”) says: “The whirring or churring note, something like 
that produced by a spinning-wheel, is uttered whilst the bird is perched on 
a branch ; and, when flying, it every now and again strikes the points of its 
wings together, making a sound which may be heard ata considerable distance, 
at the same time uttering a whistling note. It is by some observers said to 
possess the power of ventriloquism.” 

Macgillivray also states (‘‘ British Birds,” Vol. III. p. 641), “ That the whirr- 
ing sound is made when at rest, and the whistling when on the wing.” Harting, 
in “ Birds of Middlesex,” says : “I have heard the nightjar make a different 
noise on the wing, which sounds like ‘wh-ip-wh-ip’ ; but I have not satisfied 
myself whether this sound proceeds from the bird’s throat, or whether it is caused 
by striking the wings above the back as it flies.” 

A correspondent of the St. James's Gazette, writing about the nightjar’s 
note, says there are three distinct and totally different notes : the burr, the 
ery, and the trill. As regards the latter, he says : “The trilling note is very 
peculiar. What I have seen is this: The two nightjars are perched each on a 
separate gable of the house ; suddenly, first one, then the other, flies off with a 
loud slapping noise, produced by striking the wings together over the back. 
They sink slowly down with wings outspread, and alight upon the gravel path 
under my window ; they bow and sidle to each other, and then is heard a long- 
drawn and very musical bubbling note or trill, dying softly away into silence. I 
had often heard this sound in the distance and been puzzled by it, never dream- 
ing that an amorous nightjar could produce any note so soft and liquid. I 
imagine it to be peculiar to the breeding season, and to be produced by the male 
bird only.” 

The bird when seen close is beautifully marked, and very like the grey mark- 
ings of an oak bough. When flushed it flies, if possible, to the nearest oak 
tree, and there sits on a branch horizontally, and so like is the plumage to the 


park that it is most difficult to discover the bird unless you catch its dark, 


lustrous eye. ‘The middle toe or claw of each foot is curiously serrated—sup- 
posed to be used in combing the bristles on each side of the mouth when they 
get clogged with the hard wiry coverts of the beetles it preys upon. 
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There is a curious superstition in Nidderdale, Yorkshire (Macquoid, about 
Yorkshire), that these birds embody the souls of unbaptised infants doomed to 
wander for ever in the air, and are called gabble-ratchets—i.e., corpse hounds 
—a name equivalent to the Gabriel hounds of other localities, the unseen pack 
which is heard by night baying in the air—hence the Shropshire term for the 
bird, ‘‘ Uchfowl,” or corpse fowl. (Swainson’s. “ Provincial Names of British 


Birds,” p. 93.) 0 f 
The following interesting notes on this bird appeared in the Zoologist, August, 
1884 :—' Having had exceptional opportunities this summer, in Berkshire, of 


watching the habits of this eurious bird, I venture to send the following 
remarks : On its arrival, about the end of April or beginning of May, it is much 
bolder than it is later in the season. The note is loud and discordant then, and 
it is easy in the twilight to walk to the tree on which it may be sitting lengthwise 
on the branch, with head low. If disturbed it gives a peevish hoot, and claps its 
wings together behind, after the manner of some pigeons, pausing an instant 
after each clap to recover its equilibrium. Later on, as the breeding season 
approaches, its note becomes very yentriloquial, and it is then sometimes very 
difficult to stalk. The jarring note becomes much softer, and sometimes 
resembles the purring of a cat. If roused from its perch whilst making this 
noise, it continues the same note, letting it grow fainter till it dies away, and 
then gives the cry, or “hoot,” which is always uttered on the wing. 
The bird rarely ‘appears in daylight, though I have heard one occa- 
sionally during the brightest summer afternoon. Athalf-past eight at midsummer 
they begin to appear, and continue till shortly aften ten; but on moonlight 
evenings they may be heard till midnight. They lay earlier in the year than 
is generally supposed. On June 25, I found two ‘nests’ (?), each containing 
eggs ; one lot had been sat on for some little time ; and a keeper assured me 
that on June 19 he found young birds. When the hen is disturbed on her 
nest, if only one egg is laid, she flies straight away ; but if she is sitting she 
will draw the intruder away by feigning a broken wing, at the same time utter- 
ing a cry of distress. The eggs are laid on the ground, not the slightest pretence 
of a nest being made ; in one case, however, some fallen pine-needles had been 
scraped away till the bare soil was reached. The hen bird appears to select her 
breeding-place some time before laying, notwithstanding the absence of a nest. 
When the eggs are reached there is difficulty in seeing them, so much do they 
resemble the ground ; few better examples of ‘protective mimicry” could be 
given, the eggs exactly matching in colour the leaden sand with its white stones, 
found in the district of Berkshire where these notes were taken.—T. N. PosTLr- 
THWAITE, Millom, Cumberland.” 


(To be continued.) 
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THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 
By EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from p. 193.) 


WE last left our readers at Stoneham Lock, a very lovely part of 
the Medway. Immediately above the lock, on the right-hand bank, 
there is a large mass of reeds and a deal of thick undergrowth on the 
bank, and here we would recommend the angler to try his luck. 
The spot, which is between the lock and the railway line, will be 
easily recognised. Outside the reeds, the water, for a space of four 
hundred yards, will be found to contain some erand pike, whose 
patrol extends right up to the railway bridge. The place may be 
described as a “certain find,” butthere is much difficulty in working 
one’s way through the thick undergrowth if one’s rod and line be 
already fixed, as the line is sure to become entangled amongst the branches. The 
best way we have found of surmounting this drawback is to tighten the line 
and hold the rod perfectly upright, instead of lowering the point and endeavour- 
ing to push one’s way through the growth. It must also be borne in mind that 
the place is a treacherous one to fish in, especially when the pike are in their 
best condition—viz., during the latter months of the year. As Twyford Bridge 
is particularly good for big chub, the place we are now alluding to hasa 
speciality in the form of big pile. It isan awkward place to reach, and con- 
sequently only the most enterprising and patient anglers fish it ; but this fact 
has its advantages, as the big pike, finding the water but rarely disturbed, make 
the spot their haunt. 

We proceeded once to this place in company with a brother angler, bent upon 
the capture of a monster pike, whose presence had been intimated to us bya 
native of these wilds. The scene of the pike’s operations was stated to be 
between Stoneham Lock and the railway bridge. It was a bitterly cold day, 
and there was a thin film of ice on the “flags” in the river, and our first view 
of the water did not render us enthusiastic ; but,as we had some splendid bait 
with us, we determined to proceed with our project, and, pushing our way 
through the undergrowth, which at that period of the year was not too full of 
foliage, we easily reached the edge of the river. The water was high, and our 
friend traversed the bank, and when some 300yds. distance from us, commenced 
to fish. A curve in the river hid us from each other's view ; but presently an 
eldritch sort of shriek from our friend announced that he had got some- 
thing in hand in the way of sport. But a few moments afterwards, 
in response to a whistle and a shout, the wailing reply came floating 
back: “Broke away in him!” The necessary repairs to the tackle 
were, however, speedily effected, and our friend continued to fish ; but 
without any success. About three hours afterwards, as we were retracing our steps 
in the evening, our friend ejaculated‘ There’s my float!” And surely enough there 
was the object named steadily moving on the water, and occasionally giving that 
well-loved dive which the pike-fisher so likes to see. Efforts to recover the tackle 
and float were, however, futile, and we returned home disappointed, if not dis- 
heartened. About four days afterwards we were informed of a pike, weighing 
over 20lb., being captured near the spot, and attached to its gills were the 
remains of a “ Jardine” snap on silver gimp.. As copper is generally used, and 
we had been operating with silver gimp, it was fair to assume that the fish thus 
taken was the identical one which had so fiercely broken away. Whether that 
was so or not, the incident goes to prove the size of the fish to be taken 
hereabouts. As we have intimated before, the place is a quiet and lonely 
one, and only the more skilful and experienced anglers put in their time 
here. 

From Stoneham Lock to “the South-Eastern Railway Bridge there is nothing 
very recommendable in bottom-fishing ; but about 200 yards above the bridge 
there is an excellent sandy bottom, and here a good pitch will be found for roach 
and bream-fishing. Between this spot also and Branbridge’s Lock there are 
several capital places for bottom-fishing, but occasionally the bottom is rather 
treacherous. You may plumb the depth at one particular, spot, and perhaps a 
couple of yards away you will find a deep hole or a lumpy hill ; therefore we 





would recommend the angler to thoroughly test the kind of bottom he is fishing 
on before he settles down to work. 

At Branbridge’s Lock itself there is nothing of note to attract the fisherman ; 
but on the right of the lock there is a fall where the surplus water runs into the 
bay, and at the tail of this run roach and chub—the former especially—may be 
taken. The bay itself isa noted haunt for roach and bream ; but the land all 
about is private. The right of fishing at one of the best places on the land 
adjoining the bay is held by Mr. Martin, of the Walnut Tree Inn ; but this 
gentleman, if approached properly, will not only give leave to any respectable 
angler, but has been known on many occasions to bait the place, and do all that 
is necessary to ensure good sport. 

We shall shortly have something to say about the fishing around Hast Peckham, 
which is very good. Here the Medway divides itself into several streams, and 
all around East Peckham isa wealth of fishing, together with excellent accom- 
modation for anglers. Many London fishermen will verify this statement when 
they remember the fine sport they have had in this locality. Hast Peckham is 
a centre from which can be reached some of the best places on the river, and 
many of the loveliest walks to be found in Kent abound here ; but as we are 
limited to space, we will reserve further remarks for a future article. 


(To be continued.) 
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CHARLES DICKENS AND MR. CHEEK, THE FISHING- 
TACKLE MAKER. 


A MEMBER of the Fly-Fishers’ Club sends usa copy of “ John Cheek’s 
British Angler’s Instructor,” a little Price List of his goods, with some 
useful “Information for Anglers,” which was given gratis to the 
British public in 1858. At the end are given some Opinions of the 
Press, the most notable being the following description of Mr. 
Cheek’s establishment :— 

Extract from Household Words, March 26, 1853, by C. Dickens, Esq. 


“ The room is hung round with badges and trophies of the piscatorial craft. 
Rods of all shapes and sizes, eel spears, winches, landing-nets, Penelopean webs 
of fishing-tackle, glistening armouries of hooks, harpoons, panniers, bait-cans ; 
and in a glass case a most wonderful piscatorio-entomological collection of flies 
—flies of gorgeously-tinted floss silk, pheasant’s feathers, and gold and silver 
thread—flies warranted to deceive the acutest of fish, though, if viewed through 
a watery medium, the flies come no nearer nature than these do, I have no great 
opinion of the fish’s discernment, with all due reverence for the Hleusinian 
mysteries of fly-fishing, which I do not understand, be it said. Over the fire- 
place is the identical rod and line with which J. Barbell, Esq., hooked the 
monstrous and European famed jack in the river Dodder, near Dublin, and in 
the year of grace eighteen hundred and thirty-nine. In one corner are the 
shovel and bucket, with and in which, at the same place and time, the said jack, 
after being walked seven miles down the Dodder, and crackling the rod into 
innumerable fissures (though the superior article, one of Cheek’s best, would not 
break), was ultimately landed. 

“ There are many other glass cases containing the mummies of other famous 
jack, trout, roach, dace, and carp, including the well-known perch which was 
captured, after being heard of for five years, in the back waters of the Thames, 
near Reading, and has a back fin nearly as large as Madame de Pompadour’s fan 
—not forgetting a weli-thumbed copy of dear old Tzaak’s ‘Complete Angler,’ 
and a Price List of Fishing Materials sold at Mr. Cheek’s in London.” 
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TESTIMONIAL TO MR. J.C. MURRAY AND MR. J. A. FITCH. 


Copy of a circular which has been distributed to angling societies by the Central 
Association of London Angling Clubs :— 

“Tt is proposed to present a testimonial to Messrs. Murray and Fitch, as a 
slight recognition of the great services rendered by them for some years past, 
not only to the Central Association, but to the interests of anglers in general. 
Mr. Murray is well known to all followers of the gentle craft in London, and 
has ungrudgingly given time, money, and attention without stint, wherever and 
whenever it was likely to be useful to the cause. As one of the leading founders 
and supporters of the Central Association, as well as its first president, his name 
will long be honourably remembered, and his advocacy of the claims of River 
Preservation Societies, the Anglers’ Benevolent Institution, and kindred objects, 
must always command respect. Of Mr. Fitch, as a devoted and hard-working 
secretary (for a long time giving his gratuitous services), too much can hardly 
be said, and the committee feel that those delegates, members, and friends who 
know the labour imposed upon both by the recent successful struggles of the 
Association on behalf of the entire angling community, will agree that these 
gentlemen should not leave office without some such token of respect as it is 
now proposed to offer. No merely pecuniary testimonial is desired, but it is 
hoped that the anglers of London as a body, who are at the present moment 
reaping the benefit of the self-denying labours of Messrs. Murray and Fitch 
and their co-workers, will enable the committee to make a presentation worthy 
alike of recipients and contributors. Secretaries are therefore respectfully 
requested to bring this matter under the notice of their members and to forward 
any subscriptions, large or small, from their club or any of its members, as early 


as possible, to 





“Ww. J, Wang, Hon. Sec. Testimonial Fund. 
“132, Fort-road, Bermondsey, 8.E.” 
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SALMON ANGLING, ABERDEENSHIRE RIVERS. 


Tun Dee, Don, Deveron, Ythan, and Ugie have all been in spate this week. 
Some of them are still running high. The weather has changed completely—is 
cold and stormy, and from what rain has fallen, and the quantity of snow now 
lying on the hills, there is not much chance of there again being too little water 
this year. Colonel Ferguson's Pitfour Fishery is yielding fish daily. Monday, 
on Deeside Hydropathic Fishery, Heathcote, Mr. Mortimer had one fish, 271b. ; 
Tuesday, Mr. Cran, one fish, 201b. No report to hand since. 

N.B.—I have just received notes from the various rivers saying they are all 
in state for angling. 

Aberdeen, Thursday afternoon. 


SRS PERT er SS 


W. Mourpocn. 





THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is a!l that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measuremeny 
send to THOMAS AND SONS, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48, South Molyqn-strest, W. 
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At the meeting of the Fly-Fishers’ Club last Thursday evening, Dr. W. B. 
Cheadle in the chair, Lieutenant H. W. Seton-Karr read a paper on “The 
Salmon and Trout-Fishing of Finland and Alaska,” from notes collected during 
his recent journeys in those countries ; an interesting discussion followed. 

* * * 


We are glad to see that a movement is on foot to present a testimonial to 
Mr. J. C. Murray and Mr. J. A. Fitch, who have long held official positions 
in the Central Association with credit to themselves and benefit to the 
Association. Both gentlemen have been prominently connected with all im- 
portant movements connected with the interests of anglers, and there can be 
little doubt the appeal will be well responded to. 

Ey % $ * 3 

We have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of a cheque for one guinea 
from Mr. Philip Geen, President of the Anglers’ Association, as a contribution 
to the funds of the Yare Preservation Society. We notice Mr. Geen is also a 
subscriber to the Waveney Preservation Society. 

o % 3 % 

Messrs. W. Bartleet and Sons, of Abbey Mills, Redditch, have been awarded 
the “ First Order of Merit” at the Adelaide Jubilee Exhibition for their exhibit 
of fish-hooks and fishing-tackle. 

° e ° ce * 

Mr. Woolfall, the very popular and respected hon. sec. of the Liverpool 
Anglers’ Association, is, we much regret to hear, dangerously ill with inflamma- 
tion of the lungs. 

% a % % 

A meeting of the Biggar Angling Club was held in the Fleming Arms on the 
3rd inst., to which all anglers were invited, to consider what steps should be 
taken to prevent the poaching which has been carried on during the past and 
preceding seasons to a great extent. It was resolved at this meeting that the 
most efficacious and permanent mode of preventing this evil would be to stake 
the river, as watchmen would entail a constant expense, and the beneficial 
results of their vigilance be more than doubtful. The upper branches of the 
river—the great resort of a vast number of clubs, lovers of the rod, and holiday- 
seekers—are being utterly ruined, as far as the prospects of a fair basket are 
concerned. They, therefore, appeal to the surrounding nobility, gentry, fishing 


. clubs, and associations who use these waters, and all anglers and lovers of “ fair 


play” to lend their patronage, aid, and support towards this laudable scheme. 
All donations, howsoever small, will be gratefully acknowledged by the treasurer, 
Mr. Walter Lindsay (Lindsay Brothers, Painters, Biggar). 

% * % ts 


Our advice, when asked how to prevent poaching, is, “Stake the water 
thoroughly, and keep it well staked” ; then, if you can afford it, get a good 
keeper also. 

% Ey % 2 

We regret to see, from the report of the Clapton Angling Society, that the 
horrid sewage works at Tottenham are at their deadly work again, blasting all 
life in the river, and rendering pestilential the air fer miles along its course. 
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Messrs. Samuel Allcock and Co., Redditch, who, since the first great Exhibi- 
tion of 1851, have received quite a shower of awards and gold medals at exhibi- 
tions in all parts of the world, have, we are glad to see, been awarded the “ First 
Order of Merit” for their exhibit of fish-hceks, fishing-rods, and fishing-tackle 
at the Adelaide Jubilee Exhibition. 

a8 ae ae a 

Provided we are only favoured with a little decent weather, anglers, who are 
lovers of nature as well as catchers of fish, should pay a visit to the Thames next 
week to see the autumn tints, which are in perfection. Recent severe frosts 
have wrought a wondrous change in the sombre greens of early autumn, and 
have also well started the weeds on their period of decay. Rain is almost 
bound to come in a week or so, and after a push of water to clear out the dead 
weeds and other decaying matter, some first-rate fishing may be looked for. 
In the upper river, just at present, chub are the only fish to be sought after 
with any chance of success, and a day spent in whipping with fly, frog, gentles, 
or crawfish-tail for these game fish, and in admiring the many-tinted woods 
which clothe the hills bounding the Thames valley, will not be ill-spent. 
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The clearness of the Thames above lock is most astonishing, and probably 
unparalleled for the time of year. The water is, if possible, clearer than crystal. 
This is very much against anglers ; but they have another difficulty—absence 
of stream. It isa most difficult thing for bank-anglers to find a roach swim 
worthy the name, and people in punts are not very much better off. 
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It is with regret we hear of the death of Mr. Henry Shaw, the well-known 
naturalist, of High-street, Shrewsbury. 
* * * * * 

A melodrama of an exciting character was recently enacted near Aberdeen. 
The first act was in Aberdeen Bay, near the Girdle Ness Lighthouse, on a dark, 
rough night last month. Dramatis persone :—Three fishermen, named respect- 
ively William Mearis, otherwise ‘“ Hotches Willie”; Andrew Masson, otherwise 
“Young Rackle” ; and Alexander Fowler, otherwise “Young Reeder”; also 
water-bailiffs in the employ of the Dee Salmon Fishery Board. As the curtain 
rises, the three fishermen are discovered shooting their net—a float-net. After 
awhile they commence to haul in, and while so engaged a launch silently appears 
on the scene and runs right over the net. The water-bailiffs in the launch 
attempt to drag the net on board ; the fishermen resist, and curse water-bailiffs, 
threatening to split open their skulls. From words they come to deeds—the 
fishermen brandish oars—a water-bailiff is cut over the head—the steam-pipe of 
the launch is broken, and but for the wind being the other way, the gallant 
craft, with her crew of brave defenders, would go on the rocks. A water-bailiff 
lights a “flare” which illumines the fishermen’s faces. They sheer off ; both 
side claim the victory—red fire—curtain. 
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Act II. Scene, Stonehaven Sheriff Court ; time, last week ; dramatis persone 
as before, with the addition of Sheriff Brown, officers of the peace, lawyers, 
rag-tag, bobtail, &c.; ‘ Hotches Willie,’ “Young Rackle,” and “ Young 
Reeder ” in the dock. The charge is read out, and the prisoners find that they 
are accused of having struck the water-bailiffs, with ‘“‘a wooden spar or ‘wand,’ 
several blows on the head, legs, and other parts of their persons,” and that they 
attempted “ to strike them with oars, and threatened to split their heads”; and, 
moreover, that they maliciously destroyed the steam-pipe and gunwale of the 
steam-launch, and endangered the lives of the crew. ‘Then it is decided to try 
the prisoners separately, so that they may give evidence. Enter a bailiff, who 
describes Act I. in detail, and adds that float-nets are only used for salmon 
eae . Other bailiffs give evidence, and then “Young Rackle” enters the 

ox and “testifies to the contrary.” He further states that the people on the 


launch did not say they were bailiffs ; they might have been pirates, for all he 
knew. Here the sheriff raises a laugh by asking if witness ever came across 
pirates in Aberdeen Bay. “Young Rackle” goes on to say that they took the 
bailiffs for thieves, and, in his turn, raises a laugh by saying that if a salmon 
ever got in the net they threw it overboard. Other fishermen are called, who 
likewise state that if they catch salmon in their nets they return them to the 
water. Thesheriff smiles at this, and the Court is convulsed. “Order! Order!” 
cries the usher, Then comes judgment and sentence. The sheriff says a grave 
assault has been proved to have been committed, and that, as no charge of 
poaching is before the Court, he will not go further than to say that the 
evidence raises a strong suspicion that it was that, and that only, the accnsed 
were engaged in. ‘‘ Hotches Willie” and ‘‘ Young Rackle” become, in conse- 
quence, eligible to be fed and housed, at the expense of the nation, for a period 
of fourteen days. The compulsory invitation is not extended to “ Young 
Reeder,” who rejoins his friends. End of Act IT. 
% 2 2 % 8 


Act III. Scene, sanctum of provincial newspaper editor ; dramatis persone, 
leading article writer and editor. The former reads aloud from his copy : “‘ This 
deplorable affair is the effect of a vicious system. The fishery laws are con- 
fusion worse confounded. The close times for salmon-fishings withdraw Tay 
salmon from the market at one time, Dee salmon at another time, and Tweed 
salmon at another time still. The result is a direct temptation to poachers to 
be up and doing everywhere. Neither water-bailiffs nor fish merchants can 
distinguish between a ‘T'ay salmon and a Dee salmon, and the fishermen trade 
on their helpless ignorance. There can be no doubt whatever that both Dee 
and Tay salmon are numerous in the markets at present. Poaching will flourish 
while the fishery laws remain as they are.” Curtain. 

a % 2 % ts 

During the present year no less than forty persons have been detected by the 
water-bailiffs of the Tyne Salmon Conservancy Board infringing provisions of 
the Salmon Fishery Acts. Thirty-six of these persons were convicted. 

* * * * * 


The very valuable collection of books on angling ieft by the late Mr. Alfred 
Denison is not to be sold. We should be glad to know that the collection, 
which is probably the finest of its kind, is to find a resting-place in the British 
Museum, or some other public library, where it would be available to the 
public. 
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EDEN FISHERY BOARD. 


THE quarterly meeting of the Eden Fishery Board was held on Wednesday in 
the Indictment Office at the Courts, Carlisle. Mr. F. Parker, Fremington, pre- 
sided, and there were also present :—The Ven. Archdeacon Prescott ; the Rev. 
S. Medlicott, Bowness ; Mr. T. Robinson, Cargo; Mr. J. B. Slater, Oakwood ; 
Mr. G. J. Johnson, Castlesteads ; Mr. R. H. Horrocks, Eden Brows ; Mr. John 
Holmes, Bowness; Mr. Isaac Waite, Burgh ; Mr. Thomas Sibson, West Field ; 
Mr. John Robinson, Drumburgh ; Mr. W. Harrison, Glassonby; Mr. C. B. 
Hodgson (acting clerk). 

The Watching of the Eden.—In reply to Mr. Johnson, it was stated that the 
watching of the Eden fishery district was finally resigned by Mr. Dunn, the 
chief constable of Cumberland, on Saturday last, and that the whole of the 
arrangements are now in the hands of a small committee of the Fishery Board. 
The chief constable has gratuitously organised, and controlled the watching staff 
for many years, and this with very slight friction. One of the conservators 
remarked that the troubles of the new committee had already begun, as consider- 
able dissatisfaction was expressed outside that some of the old bailiffs had not 
been reappointed. Mr. Slater explained that the complaint was quite prema- 
ture, as the engagements of the bailiffs only expired on Saturday, and it was 
not till that morning that they had an opportunity of applying for re-engage- 
ment. Places were reserved for six members of the old staff, and it was pro- 
mised that the application of a seventh should be entertained. 

Forebaulking—The Rev. 8. Medlicott asked whether something could not be 
done in regard to the vexed question of forebaulking at Bowness. There was 
a great ill-feeling in reference to the matter. In 1878 the question was dis- 
cussed, and a letter was received from the Home Secretary upon it ; but there 
was no result. Perhapsa little Act of Parliament might be obtained to remedy 
matters. Archdeacon Prescott said it would be a very expensive thing to get 
an Act to interfere with the liberty of the British subject. Mr. Waite said 
they had no difficulty in his district on the subject. The fishermen drew lots. 
Mr. Slater said the Board had no power to interfere. Archdeacon Prescott said 
the thing was the same as that going on between the Belgium and English fisher- 
men. ‘The subject dropped. ; 

Miscellaneous.—The Clerk said that the amount of license duty received 
during the year, including £383 for fishing in common waters, amounted to 
£749 ; and that the number of members to be elected next month for the 
ensuing year was eight. It was agreed that the names of the elected members 
be advertised as usual. 





THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


Mr. JAMES BiGwoop, M.P., has consented to preside at the Forty- 
Ninth Anniversary Banquet in the Venetian Salon at the Holborn 
Restaurant on Wednesday evening, November 30th. 

Mr. Samuel Whitbread, M.P., hassent a donation of twenty-five 
pounds to the funds of this Society, as a mark of his appreciation 
of the work done by the committee. His uncle, the late Mr. W. 
H. Whitbread, was one of the founders, 


oe 





Tun PRoposED ALTERATION OF FENCE SEASONS.—It will be remembered that 
at a meeting of delegates from Thames Angling Preservation Societies, held at 
Reading on the 25th July, it was resolved to recommend that the close seasons for 
the Upper Thames be altered to the following :—For pike, perch, and grayling, the 
14th February to the 81st July ; and for chub, roach, barbel, bream, carp, tench, 
and dace, the 14th May to the 3lst July; trout as before. A further meeting, to 
confirm these resolutions, and to take the necessary steps to carry them into effect 
if ratified, is called for Tuesday next, at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, at 
three o'clock, at which all interested in the matter are invited to attend, 
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HE NEW “ACME” LINES 


os 
mapfigtioxa. ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Authorities. 































Without suas eee SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
no Lines or Rods are Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


Genuine. 
“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No.0). This was two seasons ago, I have used poth lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quita good for the chances of 1886. They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had.” . 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
© « T have used the ImpRovED ‘ACME’ Line last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 


LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. ‘“ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, : : 
Mr. Cholmondcley~Pennell’s New Patent *‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us. With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s. 3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yarda, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important points. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named, 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces. and Whole-length Lines stipplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“ T find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.”—From the FISHING GAZETTE 
September, 1886, 


“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H. ALDAM, Editor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 














Boiss 18 ele as Outline when viewed 
ge rom Win f ice— i i 
1 ripen g Tom Sign when on Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s, per dozen. Eyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Trede Supplied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 eds Si te eles aa Ha tokde eos largess issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 stamps. 
; : 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.C, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 
SELL the FINEST "['ft A the World Produces 
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BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63 BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.?¢., LONDON. MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER GO. 


6 ¢ J 
An g ill g Reminiscences, Pe meee. 
BY 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


PRANCIS FRANCIS. BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. Can be had post | LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE c 


free by sending stamps to HILE CASTING. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, TMEROVHD Phantom, and whether Lense, oy a eet aon tout Biaes, 25. Od. each, 
ST, DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LAN®, LONDON, B,C. WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGH STREET, ABERDEEN. 





FAR 35 A POUND. many other prominent person- SN 
. : aR ages in this Country and /[9Sts 
Magnificent TEAS at 2s, and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 2 Europe. RNS 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. NS AOURSES BY RIL PITSIOTS VSS 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. S go TRL Ree 
CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDSE, Reema west 
RUF 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO.,, 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 





IMPROVED PIKE SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barb2d Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S “DESIDERATUM,” FISHING BASKET. 
Regd. No. 25,692. 
FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER. 
Regd. No. 38,511. 


FARLOWS IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET. 
Very light. 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea. 





places, to the 


40 re Putney. 
45 ‘p Hammersmith, 
50 os Barnes, 

Add 4 55 = Kew. 
75 " Richmond, 
80 . Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates oz retards the tide very much, 

For Times oF H1iGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning.’ Afternoon, 
Saturday, October 15 aces 12.5 x not 12.30 
Sunday, " 16 eee cos 12.53 see aa 1.16 
Monday, a 17 tee see 1.38 see eee 1.59 
Tuesday, “ 15 nae tee 2.22 vee son 2.44 
Wednesday, + 19 sae ned 3.6 ten aes 3.27 
Thursday, A 20 Ar oe 3.50 aoa aa 4,12 
Friday, 21 onc 530 4.34 f2 ae 4.57 


ee River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTH, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

There has not been enough of rain to make any great alteration in the character 
and condition of the river, and as a consequence angling has been of a variable and 
changing nature without any improvement. In reference to the trout season which 
has recently closed in the Thames, George Rosewell, of Shepperton, reports that the 
result of his takes between the first day of April and the 9th day of September has 
been thirty fish weighing 133lb, 90z. The largest fish weighed 7}lb. Mr. George 
Palmer, of the Friendly Anglers, got twenty-two weighing 93lb. 20z.; Mr. G. W. 
Ellis, two, 1031b. ; Mr. Smith, one, 211b.; Mr. W. Benjamin, one, 6i1b. ; Mr. Canton, 
one, 631b.; Mr. A. Halford, one, 441b. ; Mr. W. G. Wilson, one, 44lb.; and Mr. H. 
Pyle, one, 541b. The takes of this fisherman are not equal to those of last year, 
owing, he says, not to the scarcity of fish, but to the want of patrors. Very little 
angling has been done this week, and in some of the stations there is a complete 
dearth of information. .A few good specimens of jack have been taken. In the 
tidal portion of the river there have beena few good takes of roach and dace, and but 
very few barbel. The frosty nights will have a telling effect on the rush beds ; but 
a push of water will afterwards be required to get them away. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 
_ RicHMonD.—Job Brain, sen., in two days, 60lb, of roach and dace ; Job Brain 
jun., in two days, eight dozen ; H. Howard, in four days, 40lb. ; H. Mansell, in two 
days, 301b. ; and George Platt, in four and a half days, 7Olb. 

TWICKENHAM,—T, Auger, in three days, 701b. of roach and dace ; R, Coxen, in 
four days, 70lb., and three barbel—the largest 7Ib. ; G. Coxen, in three days, 401b. ; 
J. Dobbin, one day with Mr, Etherington, 22lb., and a jack of 54lb. ; in two anda 
half other.days, forty-six dozen ; Pert Hammerton, in five days, 1401b ; C. Hennessey, 
in one day, six dozen ; E, Finch, in four days, 70lb.; R. Moffatt, in six and a half 
days, 118lb. ; H. Spiers, in five days, 96lb. ; F. Wiggins, in four days, 541b. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, eight dozen of roach and dace and 
=e jack ; W. McBride, in two days, twenty dozen of gudgeon and three dozen of 

ce. 

Kixastox.—John Johnson, sen., writes: “I have been out one day in the tidal 
water and got four dozen of dace and gudgeon with one rod, and half a day at 
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2’o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
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Kingston with six dozen of gudgeon. John Johnson, jun., has tried three times for 
big fish, but with no result ; he has taken during the week about eight or nine 
dozen of roach. J. Wilkes has had one half-day with four dozen of gudgeon. Tho 
water has been so fine and low that only the finest tackle could be used, and then 
some of the anglers smash it as fast as you put it on—they will strike so hard. 
There were only seven rods on the bank on the Sth inst. at half past five, and two at 
a few minutes after six ; the best man had only six fair roach, therfore night fishing 
is getting very slow.” 

FLAMPTON CoURT,—The fishermen who have been out have only taken a few roach 
and dace the days they have been employed. 

Sunpury.—Mr. Morgan, with Herbert, in two days, five dozen of roach and dace. 
Messrs. T. and A. Stroud during the week have taken four jack, the largest 8$1b., and 
a few roach, dace, and gudgeon. J. Lock, in two days, tea dozen of roach and 
dace. Two gentlemen, in one day, jack fishing, caught six; one weighed 6}lb., and 
another 431b, 

WA.LTon.—A gentleman fishing from the banks got a jack of 64lb.; another 
gentleman a carp of 31b., one bream, and one chub. 

WryYBRIDGE,—Mr. Harris, with H. Curr, two jack, the largest 8lb. Mr. Hepburn, 
in one day, six chub. 

STAINES.—John Keene, jun., in six days, 
seven barbel, eight chub, and three jack. 
taken a jack of over 121b. 


thirty dozen of roach and dace, thirty- 
Mr. W. Jones, of the Swan Hotel, has 





UPPER THAMES. 


Once more it has been almost an entire blank in the way of fishing on the upper 
reaches of the river, The stream is sluggish in the extreme, bright as gin, and full 
of decaying weeds and rushes, which in all direction are hanging their heads, as if 
in very shame of their rotten and insanitary condition. Quite a week’s downpour 
is needed, before sufficient push could be placed in the river to wash away the weed 
débris, and consequent staleness, and bring Thames fishing up to what it should be 
at this season of the year. No kindof fish seem to be on the feed with any reward- 
ing continuance, even the the seldom-failing gudgeon is evidently going into winter 
quarters. The present frosty nights should bring the perch on, but a good man and 
true, this morning told me they would not bite “worth the cuss off a common.” 
Messrs. Gibbon and Thomson, Woodgett, sen. and jun.,and Messrs, Law and Jones, 
by fishing in the rear of a working dredger near Magpie Island, have had some 
excellent takes of roach, and this is really the only success I have heard of, Thurs- 
day night. Rain has been failing all day. This will not much improve prospects, 
which are now at a very low ebb,_MArLow Buzz, Oct. 13. 


: Thames (Caversham). 

Out on Friday and took four barbel and six chub, largest barbel weighing 61b. ; 
weight in all, 27lb, Out on the 8th and 9th inst. with Mr. Bastick and friend, and 
took 40lb. of barbel and two eels, largest barbel weighing nearly 91b. Out on Wed- 
nesday with Mr, Kimble and friend and took four barbel, largest fish weighing 61b, ; 
18lb. in all, Water in rather better condition owing to the rains, though rather 
bright in the upper parts, Jack and perch are moving a little. Several have been 
taken from 2} to 341b.; but with a few more frosts to nip the weeds and a run of 
water to carry them off, I shall then be able to enjoy the company of my patrons, 
who are anxiously waiting to come, and I have not the least doubt but what they 
will be rewarded with some capital sport.—W. Moss. 


Thames (Goring). 

Have nothing to report in way of fishing ; no one has been here. 
one day this fortnight, but there ought to be some very 
rain, The water is better ; the roach are coming on 
October 13. 


I have only had 
good fishing after this 
better.—JOHN Rusu, Thursday, 


Thames (Windsor). 


The severe frosts of the last few nights will undoubtedly disperse a quantity of 
what I may term the long “ribbon” weed, and admit of spinning for jack, which 
has lately been almost impossible in places where one would expect to find them ; 
and next week I intend giving them a trial. That jack are plentiful [ have nota 
doubt. In the neighbourhood of Bray last autumn a gentleman fishing with a well- 
known Thames fisherman, had in 20 days over 160 fish, and I see no reason why 
equal sport should not be had this season, as soon as a good push of water has taken 
place, which is due this month. Dace are still feeding well, the heaviest basket 
being sixteen dozen in one day ‘with greaves, taken by Lumsden, of Datchet. 
Gudgeon are also coming to the rake ; but barbel and roach refuse all lures, and are 
likely to till we get a very heavy and copious downpour, when (if it comes before 
the end of November) barbel will be taken in great quantities.—B, R, BAM- 
BRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Large numbers of roach and bream have been caught during the week, On 
Monday last, which was a most wretched day, a Sheffield match was fished, and the 
chief prize was won with only 43lb. On Friday, a party of six got a dozen pike ; 
but the sizes were not reported. A further downfall would improve the water ; but 
it is not half so bad as might be expected considering the long dry summer, I am 
glad to say the project for stocking with carp and tench is assuming quite a 
practical form. The Commissioners have consented to the fish being placed in the 
water. Mr. Whiteside, of Brigg, has already received promises to the amount of 
£3 10s, It is now hoped that at least £20 may be collected. Subscriptions may be 
sent to Mr. Whiteside, of Brigg, Mr. W. A. Greensmith, of United Liberal Club, 
Hull, or to your correspondent.—THOMAS ForD. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. ’ ' 

The cold has the effect of driving the fish into deep holes, and also a discouraging 
influence on the fisher. “The big hook.” men are doing well—this is their innings : 
and as they know their time is short, they make the most of it. ‘There has been an 
affray between some Lyrital fishermen and the Tweed bailifis about poaching 
matters at the mouth of the Tweed. The case has not yet been tried in Court, so I 
must say no more than that injuries received have caused the case to be adjourned. 
Many of the coast fishermen are engaged in this risky pursuit. They have only been 
getting 3d. per stone for their haddocks, and so are quite desperate. There is every 
probability of further trouble. In very rough weather, while engaged with these 
illegal nets, a coble was smashed a day or two since.—J. J. HILLS. 


Chichester. 

Fine, bright weather, with frost, has been experienced the past week. A few 
slight showers have fallen, but not in sufficient quantity to be of service. The 
canal at Chichester has not improved, as the watercourses have almost stopped, and 
the rotting weed is accumulating in greater quantities than ever. The water is in 
good colour, small roach and bream feeding well; but I have no record of pike or 
perch. The tidal waters of the ‘Adur and Arun are bright, yet afford good sport ; 
several fine roach have been taken the past week. I visited a celebrated pike haunt 
on Tuesday, but the water was low and of a greenish pea-soup consistency, a day’s 
spinning ending in a blank ; in fact, I spvv ao sign of pike. The harbour at Little- 
hampton is far too bright for sport, mullet and bass-fishing being altogether unre- 
munerative. Until we get a few days stormy weather anglers are better at home— 
a trip to the waterside ends only in disappointment, Weather this Thursday evening 
fine ; wind northerly —GuorGE F, SALTER. 


Derwent (Ambergate). 
Owing to the heavy rains in the Peak district on Sunday, the Derwent rose about 
3ft. in as many hours on Monday morning, which has greatly improved matters 
piscatorially, Bottom-fishers have had some nice hauls from the Cromford and 
Whatstandwell waters, using maggots and small red worms for baits, The river will 
be in grand order for the fly by Saturday, when the following may be used with 
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effect :—The Whirling Blue and Little Pale Duns, and the Willow Fly ; the latter is 
well on to-day. Dead leaves are a source of annoyance to the fly-fisher at this 
season on windy days, and I would advise bottom-fishing as the most pleasant and 
profitable under these circumstances. In streams from 2ft. to 3ft. deep are the 
most likely to insure sport just now; a fine line is indispensable—AMBER Dun, 
Oct, 13. 

Dove and its Tributaries. : 

Weather and water clear and fine, Fish (i.e., grayling, and especially the smaller 
ones) are rising freely, and have been so doing at mid-day fora few hours of late. 
The killing flies have proved to be the Silver and Winter Duns. Mr. Mayo took 
seven brace of fair-sized grayling fishing on the Crakemarsh water the other day. 
No less than fifteen brace of under-sized fish were returned on the day in question 
by the gentleman named. The Crakemarsh water is now about at its best, seeing that 
grayling are very plentiful there. Tickets are obtainable by the day at 2s. 6d. per diem, 
from Mr. H Woodward, of Carter-street, Uttoxeter, and as the issue is limited to four 
tickets daily, early application should be made by intending visitors to the length in 
question. This is undoubtedly the best water for the grayling that is easy of access 
on the river, The Uttoxeter and Rocester stations on the North Staffordshire line 
are within a mile or less of the length, and accommodation in variety can be had at 
either of the places named.—Fostur Bros., Ashbourne. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

The rain last week-end raised the river about a foot, and consequently salmon 
were seen making up over the shallow streams which had for some time blocked 
their progress. Sport has improved this week, and should continue to improve as 
the fish get settled in the pools. On Monday, Mr. N. MacInnes had three in the 
Rickerby water ; Simon Bell, the Warwick Hall keeper, killed three ; Mr. Leadam 
Hough, Mr. W. Hough, and Mr. K. Hough, one each in the Crosby water ; and Mr. 
Robinson Bone one at Cargo. On Tuesday, Mr. T. H. Hodgson’s gardener landed 
two ; Mr. W. Hough and Mr. K. Hough, one each ; and Mr, Slater, two. The weights 
of the above ranged from 6b. to 35lb._SILVER GREY, 13th October. 


Esk (Whitby). 

We have had some splendid rains recently, and many hundreds of salmon have 
been enabled to get out of the tideway into the upper reaches of the river. There 
has not been much fishing lately owing to the heavy flood; but with the falling of 
the water some good sport may be expected. On Wednesday the rain ceased to fall, 
and by Thursday or Friday the river is expected to be in good fishing order,— 


JIS. 
Idle (Notts). 
Roach-fishing is drawing to a close on this water ; still there are now and again 
a nice basket made both with them and dace. The part of the stream lying between 
Retford and Bollam has yielded most sport of this kind ; but anglers have more 
generally affected pike-fishing, a sport somewhat attractive, as the water is very 
suitable for the production of good sizes. Up towards the trout-waters of Gamston, 
a gentleman from Retford late last week caught one scaling 64lb. About Misterton 
also there have been a few pretty good fish taken. Roach and dace continue to be 
caught about Gamston, but no great weights ; and from the private fishery there a 
few good grayling have been caught. It may be interesting to gentlemen at a 
distance to know that one angler in this water finished up the trout season with a 
10lb. basket. The rain at the end of last week and during this week, which caused 
anglers to stay at home to a large extent, has put a better colour into the water,— 
L., Oct, 13. 
} Ilfracombe. 
Sea-fishing.—The stormy weather during the past week has prevented the boats 
from going on the marks, Still, there is every prospect of good fishing when the 
weather moderates, Wind blowing strong from N.N.E., with heavy sea.—H, COMER, 


October 13th, 
Lake District. F 

(Thursday night). The rivers and lakes are again very low, and there is not 
sufficient water for the fishto run. There area few flies on ; but fish only rise during 
the day, as the nights are cold and frosty. Last night the thermometer registered 
twelve degrees. A good number of salmon entered the rivers at the last freshet ; 
but these are stationary. So are the sea-fish; these only feed during the day, and 
the night anglers have only the most meagre takes. In the present state of the 
rivers, trout are stationary, and the spawning season offers to be a late one. At the 
Waiste on the Kent anglers have had the following takes : Messsrs. J. White, five 
and four morts and sprods; O. Bleaze, séven; H. Beadle, five; J. Curwen, six; 
T, McGowan, eight ; R. Garnett, six ; and H. Head, four. Although in some places 
the fish are very much packed, neither poaching nor disease has yet shown itself, 
Coarse-fishing is quiet on the lakes, and the char are ;just beginning to ran.— 


EPHEMER®, 
Lea (Tottenham). 


On the 9th inst. fourteen anglers competed in a pegged-down match for a silver 
cup and a furnished line-winder given by Mr. Green. One of the competitors (Mr. 
T. Chapman) being oyer-anxious to get a thorough acquaintance with his swim, in 
plumbing the depth, over-balanced himself, and plumped into the water himself, 
This, of course, placed him hors de combat, and he retired amid the good-humoured 
chaff of his fellow competitors, which he bore with the philosophy of a true disciple 
of old Isaac. The first prize was won by Mr, Shadbolt, and the second by Mr. Ross, 
Several small jack have been taken by Messrs. Passmore, Chasney, and J. A. Bennett, 
the first named losing a good fish through a weak spot in his tackle (gut). To-day 
(Thursday), Mr. J. Woodward succeeded in taking a few roach; this he generally 
manages to do, let the weather be what it may. To my own rod, whipping with 
fly, there has fallen, during the week, over eight dozen fish ; best day, Wednesday, 
two dozen and ten.--H ACKES IRED, 

Leicester, 

Only the very hardiest of anglers have ventured out this week, which has afforded 
us an early taste of winter, Dull, cold, and at times cheerless, weather has pre- 
vailed lately, with occasional frosts at night, which has had the effect of causing 
the river side to be almost wholly deserted by fishermen. Messrs. Rylott, S. Condon, 
and Ryde have been conspicuous among the few that have been out. Mr, Rylott’s 
best take was five brace of chub, the largest being 3lb. Goz., and in a basket of 
roach the three best fish weighed over 1lb. each. Mr. Ryder’s fish were chiefly roach. 
A few enthusiasts had small takes of roach and perch. On Thursday the weather 
was again dull and cold, accompanied by showers, Water in excellent condition 
for all-round fishing —ALERT, 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 

The water is in very good condition for fishing, and some very good takes have 
been had during the past week. My report being sent late last week to press, 
unfortunately, did not get in print, as I reported some splendid fish taken. Mr. 
Spencer, of Chertsey, had three chub weighing 10lb., with many others; Dr. Biggs 
also took some grand perch ; and Mr. Mills, of Finsbury, had a jack, with six others, 
that weighed 91b., the seven weighing 33lb. A very fine fellow was taken by a 
London gentleman at the mill tail at Singleshum, a mile up stream from this house, 
and, weighed by Mr. Murphy at the mill, turned the scale at 1741b., and I am pretty 
certain I shall have to record the weight of one much heavier next week, as Mr. 
Murphy has seen several very big fish near the mill. Charles Heath, fisherman, has 
just given me his takes with gentlemen on Monday and Tuesday—271b, of chub and 
roach on Monday, and 214lb. on Tuesday ; but as the frosts have been so severe a 
great check has been against fishing, as every angler must know.—A. C, CRITCHFIELD, 


Medway (Tonbridge); 
The water is in capital condition, and several pike haye been taken, especially by 
Mr. Cox, of London, but none of extraordinary size, A. liyely Thames dace should 
fo the trick nicely —Ym MEpway WATER Rar, Sg if 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The intense cold during the past week has kept anglers from the water, and very 
little has been done except night-line fishing for eels, which has been very successful. 
An important meeting of the Severn Board of Conservators was held at the Shire 
Hall to-day: (Tuesday), when the chairman, Mr. Willis Bund, proposed the new 
by-laws with regard to the netting within the borough, and these were 
carried, with the exception of No. 6, referring to the close time for eels, 
and proposing that night-line fishing for eels between the Ist day of 
January and 24th day of June be prohibited, this by-law being withdrawn after 
some discussion, and No. 7, which was referred to the Executive Committee to 
consider whether it was desirable to make any alteration in respect to the 
charge for licenses, A motion by Mr, Harrington—“ That all private poncs 
be exempted from By-law 7, also referring to the night-line fishing, was negatived. 
The chairman stated that unfortunately a great many of the 20,000 trout sent up 
last spring died before they could be turned into the river, and expressed his opinion 
that another attempt should be made, and asked the board to allow him to spend the 
sum of £20 for the purpose, which was agreed to. He also stated that the board 
would be very glad if some gentleman would undertake to assist in rearing them. 
It is with deep regret that I record the death of the well-known and much-respected 
naturalist, Mr. Henry Shaw, who died on the 7th inst., and was interred in Shrews- 
bury cemetery on Tuesday last. This gentleman had a very extensive knowledge 
of fish, and was a very successful angler, being well known by all the county 


gentlemen.—PISCATOR, 
Tees (Croft). 


I am sorry to say this river is not yielding well nor affording anglers much sport 
this season, With recent rains we had a flood on Monday and Tuesday of this week, 
and on Wednesday the river was in good ply, The captures of salmon, however, 
were disappointing. The following is ithe list :—Mr. J. Bamlett, two, 31b. each. ; 
Mr. Noel Villiers, one, 431b. ; Mr. R. Brown, one, 5lb. ; and myself, one, 43lb. River 
again out of order, and with every indication of another flood. Salmon seem very 
scarce this year, and particularly those of large size. Unless a considerable im- 
provement takes place, I am afraid I shall have to describe this as the worst season 
on record here.—G. J. SNAITH, Oct. 13. 


Tyne. 

Hardy indeed have been the anglers who have faced the weather of the last few 
days, which has been a succession of heavy rains accompanied by intense cold. A 
flood came in on Saturday, and made the’ water too thick for salmon-fishing. A very 
few anglers have been out, and no good catches have come under my notice, A 
Newcastle angler caught two large trout (which were immediately returned) last 
Friday while fishing for dace with worm, One of the fish had evidently been 
hungry, as it disgorged fifteen large pieces of worm which had been thrown in for 
ground-bait. Roach, dace, and perch will take maggot and worm if the weather 
Lae get more settled, the tideway at Newburn being as good a place as any,— 

‘ARIO, 
Torridge (Torrington). 

River high and thick to-day, and the big fish are seen trying to get up the weirs. 
We have had rain, hail, and snow this week, with thunder and lightning. To-day 
the weather is fine. Only about a month left for this fishing season.—PRACTICAL 
ANGLER, 

Trent (Gainsborough). 

The much-needed rain has fallen at last, clearing out the mud and leaving the 
river in very fair condition. Few rodsters have been out, however, the summer 
fishing being about over, the first instalment of cold weather usually driving the 
angler from the river-side. A piscator who visited Knaith Bars told me he saw any 
amount of big bream rolling about; but they would not look at his baits. A 
member of the Neptune Angling Club had three afternoons’ good sport in the Idle 
during the week, taking thirty roach, three dace, and a chub of 311b. on Thursday ; 
fifteen roach and a pike of 2i1b. on Friday, and eight roach on Monday—total 
weight, 221b. 440z., all taken on a No, 15 hook on fine-drawn gut. The Idle would 
be one of the best roach streams in this country were it not poached so unmerci- 
fully, 36 stone of fish were taken in one draw of the net on Saturday, The land- 
owners wink at it, because ‘‘ Mr, Poacher” supplies them with eels. However, a few 
local gentlemen are going to take a stretch of this water, and they intend to put 
down all illegal fishing. Iam told three anglers visited a private pond near here 
on Saturday, and took half a dozen nice pike——FRANK THORPE, 


Trent (Nottingham). 

The Goose Fair holidays have been, in a great measure, celebrated during the 
week, and as the summer clubs are known to close with them, the greatest activity 
has been displayed, with a view, if possible, to secure a “ weigher-in.” In the 
Weston (lower) length of late Mr. T. Wood, the lessee, has been meeting with 
wonderful success amongst the barbel, chub, roach, and bream. Several of the 
barbel heve averaged 541b, apiece, and of the roach taken two weighed over 2lb. 
each, Three bream weighed 13lb., and a grayling, caught by Mr. Wood’s son, was 
just over 1lb. On Tuesday, below King’s Mills Change, Mr. W. Dupe, of the Not- 
tingham Alexandra Society, caught, with J. Theaker, the professional, 45lb. of 
roach, dace, and chub; and on the same day Mr. Wood landed six barbel, besides 
chub and roach, Mr. H. Coxon also took some good chub and dace. There is an 
abundance of salmon in the district named, and only the other day Mr, Copeness, of 
Derby, hooked one, which, however, turned off. The fish are growing quite red. 
Some lots of dace have been secured with the maggot off Sneinton Meadows, and a 
few decent bags have been forthcoming from Fiskerton—THE MAN AT THE 


CLUBS. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


On Thursday the Trent in this district was running at a remarkably low ebb, 
and was in first-class condition for either pike or chub-fishing, Anglers have 
scarcely been so numerous as usual during the week, sport falling flat after the 
doings in connection with Nottingham Goose Fair week. Mr. T. Wood, of the 
Weston and King’s Mills length, has taken, since our last, eight barbel, besides chub 
and dace ; and on the same day, Messrs. A. Brewill and W. Thorniey, out with J. 
Theaker, caught upwards of 201b. of dace, roach, and perch. Mr. Green, lessee of 
the Holme Pierrepont reach, has been meeting with good sport below Colnwick 
Weir amongst bream, chub, and barbel, one of the last-named going nearly 8lb. 
Mr. G. Bates, of the Nottingham Wellington Association, has weighed one in 
7lb. 140z., though previously he had recorded on the books one of 91b. 640z. Messrs, 
H. Spray and W. Stevenson have been amongst the pike and roach ; and on Wed- 
nesday two Radford anglers bagged a splendid lot of pike in one of the lower 
waters. Rain fell on Thursday, and the great bulk of our fishermen are most anxious 
for a change in the state of the river.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 

Usk (Usk). 

Mr, A, W. Stone, of Bath, killed, in two hours, with the fly, on Thursday, the 
13th inst., seven salmon, weighing 41b., 6lb., 631b., 8lb., 111b., 1441b., and 16lb, River 
very low. 

Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 

The river is in good order now; but having had a heavy snowstorm on Wednes- 
day last, it will make it worse for fishing for afew days. Some members of the 
Liverpool Angling Association were here on Thursday, when Mr. Chandler had the 
best take of this season—19 fish, the largest being 2lb, 70z. Some good grayling ~ 
were taken here last week.—BORDERER, 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 


We have had a considerable quantity of rain in this district during the past week ; 
consequently, we haye more water in the rivers than has heen the case for some 








_ has not yielded such good sport as would otherwise have been expected. There is 
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months. There have not been many anglers out, and sport has been very poor. The 
immense quantity of dead leaves in the rivers now causes much inconvenience to 
fly-fishermen. The water should be right for the fly next week, when the Apple 
Green and Silver Dun will be found the best to use.—DOTTEREL, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


After sending my report last week a nice fresh came down this and most of the 
Yorkshire rivers ; but all the anglers that I have met with tell me that the trout 
were far better on the feed than the grayling. During this week there have been 
several sharp frosts at night, so that no doubt before long I shall be able to chronicle 
some good baskets of grayling.—F. M. WALBRAN, 


Witham. 


The wet and the cold of the last few days have reduced the number of anglers on 
this stream and all waters in connection with it; but the former will improve the 
colour, and the latter cause the pike to move more freely. Pike-fishing is now 
beginning to be attractive, and fair success is said to have attended anglers’ efforts 
last week, but as yet nothing of importance has been reported for this week. The 
fish are as yet running small, and not too numerous. On the Fossdyke also odd 
pike have been caught, the best being one of 5lb. at Burton-lane End. The most 
fish are believed to be about Bardney, but the general run has been about 3lb. for 
the best. One angler hailing from Sheffield hooked a good one, estimated at 101b, 
or 121b,, near to Bardney, but afterwards lost it. Chub have again been caught on 
the Witham, near Bracebridge, some of the best turning the scale at 3lb. Before 
the mornings got so very cold some really good baskets were made. Roach have 
been very quiet, and only very few anglers have been after them. The weather 
to-day (Thursday) is stormy and cold, with a north wind, and no very promising 
prospect for the remainder of the week,—L., Oct, 13. 


Yare (Norwich). 


Very little news with regard to angling is to hand, and I suppose the weather has 
a lot to do with this, as it has been anything but favourable ; still pike are plentiful, 
as I know of one instance where thirty were taken on a small piece of private water 
in connection with this river, and on the river itself, several who have persevered 
have been rewarded by catching a few fish—the largest that I have heard of being 
9lb., taken with a dead bait, trailing. It is a great pity that so many immatnre fish 
are killed. I am credibly informed that from some source or other a large number 
of very small pike were exposed for sale near our market-place ; of course, the per- 
sons have a right to kill, but it is hardly fair or sportsmanlike, and can only mean 
want of pence, Those who pay to preserve our fish deserve some consideration from 
these persons, Your readers who visit the Yare will be pleased to hear it has been 
decided to put on an additional watcher during the winter months, and it is hoped 
this may be the means of effectually putting a stop to all netting. It is raining 
hard now, and there is very little prospect for some time. We hada fall of snow 
yesterday morning about an inch deep.—ROBERT MOLL. 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


Drr,—On Monday, on the Carlogie water, the Hon. A. Egerton, M.P., had two of 
261b. and 271b., and Mr. E. W. Nicol one of 8b, on the Ballogie section. On Tuesday, 
Mr. J. ©, Wordie and party had one of 16lb., and four sea-trout on the Borrowstone 
section, Mr. Lamond, two, of 26lb. and 8lb. on the Norton water ; while J. Harper 
had one of 301b. on the Desswood water an Wednesday.—W. BLACKLAWS AND SON, 

DrvERON.—Angling on the Deveron, as well as the majority of northern rivers, 

is again much in want of water to stimulate the devotees of the “gentle art.” How- 
ever, during the past week the river rose nearly half a foot, which did much to 
facilitate the swimming of fish to the upper pools. In the lower pools salmon are 
said to be more numerous than for many weeks back. Tew fish were killed for last 
month, but the salmon were not so numerous in the various pools as at present. 
Anglers are now enjoying good sport, the river being in splendid condition, The 
weight of the salmon landed varies from 91b. to 20Ib. They are very clear, and 
appear to be quite free from disease.—ANGLER. 
’ “Hsk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Angling is almost at a standstill in the Eskdale district, 
although fish are plentiful. The river is at its lowest ebb, and as filthy at the 
bottom as it was during the prolonged drought in the early part of the summer. 
In less than three weeks the angling season will be over, and unless a good flood 
comes before the 1st November the salmon-fishing for the year will scarcely come 
up to expectations. The snatchers are being well looked after, and nearly 300 sand- 
bags have been placed in four pools to prevent their depredations. Sport has been 
almost nil in the Langholm and Longtown waters during the past week, whilst in 
the Canonbie district very few fish have been landed, In the rocky water at Byre 
Burnfoot Mr. Walter Irving, Prior Hill, had a salmon of 211b. In the Long Pool Mr, 
Haigh, of Prior Bank, killed _a salmon of 7Ib. ; Mr. Wm. Armstrong, Rowanburn, 
landed a fish 1641b. ; and Mr. D, Edgar took one of 6lb. from the Willow Pool. On 
Monday, Mr, J. H. Park, of March Bank, caught a fine new-run salmon over 20ib., 
and on Tuesday morning a male fish weighing 221b., both with small Grilse Fly.— 
GLOBE TROTTER, 

Locu RANNocH.—The following gentlemen from the Dunalastair Hotel, fishing 
on the loch : The Hon, Luke White, of London, had, on the 8th, twelve trout, 51b. 
7oz. ; and Mr. Gordon, Perth, on the 10th, seventeen trout, 8lb.; on the 11th, ten 
trout, 41b, 120z. ; and on the 12th, fourteen trout, 61b. 40z,—Oct. 12, 

Spry.—Angling on the Spey and its tributaries, notwithstanding the boisterous 
and stormy nature of the weather, is receiving a very considerable amount of atten- 
tion. The river has risen since last report, but has been very unsteady ; hence it 





just rather much “sma’ bree” in the river for good angling. There are abundance 
of trout in the river Spey. I have heard of some good catches of finnock, some 
12 to 14 being killed by each party on Monday and Tuesday. Saturday brings the 
angling season to a close, and the closing days will be good as far as water is 
concerned, but very backward as regards climatic influence on angling.—ANGLER. 

YTHAN TIDAL, NEWBURGH, ABERDEEN (Udny Arms Hotel Fishery).—Anglers 
continue to enjoy good sport. The only thing complained of is the superabundance 
of seth and cod ; 201b. to 301b. of these could be killed in a couple of hours. A beau- 
tiful salmon (10lb.) was safely landed last week, after an exceptionally exciting 
run, by Miss Alston, Mr. Claiston had also the good luck to secure the 
largest trout (1041b.) killed for many years. Under are a few others who fished 
the water with more or less success during the week :—John Moysey, Hsq., Leyton- 
stone, Essex, and Master Moysey ; — Service, Hsq., Kilvinside; Hon, Capt. York, 
and Messrs. Rogers and Forbes, Aberdeen.—Y THAN, Oct. 10. 
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Mr. F. 8, Prart, of Victoria-road, Aston, while fishing in the Birmingham Cor- 
poration Reservoir at Perry Barr on Saturday last, hooked and landed a splendid- 
conditioned pike, weight 201b,, length 42in., girth 2lin. The fish has been sent to 
Messrs. Nutting and Co., Edgbaston-street, for preservation. 

ILLEGAL SaLMoN FisHiInG AT AUCKLAND.—Thomas Banks, of Clayton-street, 
was fined 10s, for unlawfully taking salmon from the Wear at the dam- 
head, The defendant was seen to catch a fish with a landing-net as it attempted to 
jump the dam.—George Stobbs, miner, of South Church, was likewise fined for un- 
lawfully using salmon roe as a bait.—Ralph Smith and Joseph Pounder were charged 
with catching, otherwise than with rod and line, two salmon during the close season. 
A fine of £1 and the costs each was imposed,—James Coglan, John Brown, and 
William Gray were charged with illegally taking six salmon from the tail-race of 
themill, The Bench imposed a fine of £1 and costs each ; in default, fourteen 
days’ imprisonment, ee “2 ne 





CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, The 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.) 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Oct. 17, 
at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

SouTHERN Drvyisrton VistT1NG Lis. 

The next visit on this list is to the Clapham Junction Angling Society on Thurs- 
day, Oct. 20,—JoHN SmrtH, Visiting Officer. 

WestTEeRN District VisiTin@ List. 

The next return visit on this list will be paid to the Bostonians, at the club- 
house, Dalby Tavern, Prince of Wales-road, Kentish Town, N.W., on Wednesday 
next, Oct, 19,—J. JENNINGS, District Officer. 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members were out on the 9th inst. competing for three prizes left 
over from a previous match, Mr, A. Shakel winning Mr. Needham’s prize; Mr, A. 
Glass, Mr. Brodie’s prize. The next Central return visit will take place to the above 
club on Monday, Oct, 24.—D. DAVIS, sec. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2nd inst., Mr. Harding, roach and dace ; Mr. Farebrother, roach from the 
Stort ; Mr. Newson, roach, and a barbel caught by a friend in the Thames, weight 
431b, On the 9th inst., Mr. Moir, perch from the Lea ; Mr, Newson, roach and dace, 
—J. WORLEDGE, 

ATHENAUM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since last report nearly all our members have had good sport, especially among 
the roach and bream. Several good pike: and perch have also been taken, Our 
winter meetings will commence early next month with a paper by our esteemed 
member, Mr. 8. 0. Harding, who will discourse on “ Art in its Relation to Angling,” 
a subject on which his authority is unrivalled. Dr. Spurgin will follow in Decem- 
ber, with an interesting paper on the “ Wonders of Aquatic Life,” and in January, 
Mr. Thomas Crumplen will draw attention to “ The Desirability of the Amendment 
of the Fishery Laws as Applied to English Rivers.” Full particulars of each lecture 
will be duly announced, and any member of the Central Association, or brother 
angler interested in the subjects treated of, will be cordially welcomed.—T. P, C. 


BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Nine of our members took part in the South London competition on the 9th inst., 
but although several of them had fish, none were fortunate enough to take a prize, 
Mr, A. Frost weighed-in 2$lb, of roach from the Upper Thames,—A. CONN, sec, 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show on the 9th inst., Mr. Jennings weighing 13lb. of roach, Mr, 
Steggall 124]b. of roach and dace, Mr. Jamieson 41b. of roach, and several members 
with smalltakes. The next return visit (Anglers’ Association) will be paid to us 
on Wednesday next, Oct. 19th_—J. JENNINGS, hon. sec, 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 7th inst. Mr. J. Smith presiding, and Mr, 8, Bryan in the vice- 
chair, the quarter’s balance-sheet was passed, with votes of thanks to the auditors, 
Messrs. F, W. Willis and S, Bryan, and the hon, secretary, for his promptitude in 
presenting the same. The members will fish a roving match from Ware to Stan- 
stead Lock on the 16th, towpath side only. After Messrs, Smith and Bryan had 
been re-elected as chairman and vice-chairman for the ensuing month, and Mr. 
H. S. Cloke duly proposed and seconded as a new member, business for the evening 
ceased. The weigh-in on the 9th was fairly satisfactory, although only three 
members showed up with fish—viz., S. Bryan, 61b, 11{o0z. ; J. Smith, 3lb. 1ljoz; 
and H. Bryan, llb. 1lloz.; all roach and dace. Monday last was set apart fora 
complimentiry concert to Professor Andrea and Walter Robbins, and was a great 
success.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon. sec. 

BRISTOL WEST-END ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The first annual meeting of this association was held at the Drawbridge Hotel, 
on Thursday evening, when there was a good attendance of members. The report 
and statement of accounts, which were of a satisfactory character, were adopted, 
and the following officers were appointed for the ensuing year :—President, Mr. S. 
Jenkins ; vice-president, Mr. F, Webb; treasurer, Mr. A. Brown; secretary, Mre, I, 
Varcoe, 13, Dowry-parade, Hotwells ; auditors, Messrs, Maunder and Nichols ; com- 
mittee, Messrs, Brooks, Athersuch, Arthur, Llewellyn, and King. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Wednesday, 12th inst., Mr. R. Atchison in the chair. The minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting were confirmed. It was resolved that the remaining prizes still 
untaken should be awarded to members weighing-in the largest gross weight of fish 
—viz., from the 16th inst. to the 22nd inst. inclusive, all fish to weigh, and go where 
they may. The third list of special prizes is now complete, and will be submitted 
next Wednesday to arrange conditions of competitions, &c, During the evening 
Messrs. R. Atchison, Harry Dunn, John Smith, and A. Scott contributed songs, &e. 
Oct. 9, Mr. R. Atchison presiding. The weighing-in was “rocky.” Messrs. W. 
Aaron, R. Atchison, W. Hutchins, J. Lewthwaite, T. Pettican, W. Poole, John Smith, 
and W. White unsuccessfully competed in the South London United contest at 
Broad Mead, Woking. The societies were fairly represented, and the prizes won by 
a considerably larger weight of fish than is usual in contests of this description. 
Mr, R. Atchison having disqualified himself from the contest, weighed-in 
for gross weight ; while Mr, Walter Hutchins had sufficient weight to secure a 
Bele presented by this society to its members for this occasion,—_ J OHN SMITH, 
on, sec, 
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 
The monthly delegate meeting was held at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s-lane, 
W.C.,on Friday week last, Mr.C. A. Medcalf, president, in the chair. The usual routine 
business having been transacted, a letter was read from the secretary of the Izaak 
Walton Statue Fund, thanking the Central Association for the donation it had given 
towards that object, and stating that the balance of subscriptions had been duly 
handed over to the Dean of Winchester, and were rather in excess of the estimated 
cost of the statue; it was added that the carving of the statue, which had been 
entrusted to Messrs. Grant, of Chelsea, was now nearly completed. An application 
was made by the Maidstone Preservation Society for a donation to their funds to 
aid them in their work of river preservation. After several dele gates had testified 
to the admirable manner in which this society looked after its portion of the Med- 
way at Maidstone, Wateringbury, and other places, Mr. Caine moved and Mr, Page 
seconded, and it was unanimously carried, that two guineas be forwarded to the 
Maidstone society on behalf of the Central Association in recognition of their appre- 
ciation of the work done, A letter was read:from Mr. W. Brougham, thanking the 
members of the Seymour Brothers for their donation to the funds of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, and a further donation of half-a-guinea was handed 
in by Mr, Sheen, on behalf of the Lincoln Angling Society, to be applied to the same 
purpose. The delegates of the Seymour Brothers and the Lincoln were desired to 
convey the thanks of the association to their respective clubs for the generous 
manner in which their members had responded to the appeal of the association, ask- 
ing all clubs enrolled with them to contribute towards so excellent an object as the 
preservation of the Thames, especially that portion of it undertaken by the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, with which the name of Mr. ‘Thomas Spreckley is in- 
separably identified. Withregard to railway concessions, Mr. Wade (secretary) said 
he was in communication with the Metropolitan Railway Company, asking for 
cheap tickets to Rickmansworth, to which that line had just been ex- 
tended. These tickets, if granted, would be a great boon, and doubt- 
less be largely used to the mutual benefit of the company and the 
anglers, for they would enable the waters rented of the Grand Junction Canal Com- 
pany to be easily reached at very small cost, It was also agreed that the Central 
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Association should bear its portion of the legal charges incurred in the prosecution 
of sundry persons for illegally fishing the Grand Junction water at Slough, in 
which this association has an interest, The testimonial fund for Messrs, Murray 
and Fitch was reported to be making progress. Since last report one guinea had been 
contributed by the Larkhall Angling Society, and doubtless others from those who 
know the long and disinterested services these gentlemen had rendered to the 
angling fraternity would follow. It is gratifying to report Lhat the Central” Asso- 
ciation was never more flourishing than now, and its work is daily more and more 
appreciated. During less than four months of the present sesson it has issued, and 
been paid for, more privilege tickets than its entire issue of last year, and the 
number now issued is considerably in excess of those at any previous period of its 
existence. This is doubtless largely due to the fact that it leads, or takes part, in 
all public movements calculated to benefit the common interest, and enjoys the 
confidence of a large number of anglers of all classes, as well as of many of the 
leading societies. Mr. C. Watling reported that the recent visit to the Seymour 
Brothers was well attended, and proved a great success. The next Central visit will 
be to the Anchor and Hope Angling Society, held at the William the Fourth, Canal 
Bridge, Old Kent-road, S.E., and takes place on Monday, the 24th inst. Secretaries 
and others will kindly note that the meetings of the association are held at the 
Star and Garter, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., on the first Friday in each month, and that 
the secretary’s address is 132, Fort-road, Bermondsey, 8.H. 
CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS, 

On the 2nd inst, the only member who weighed-in was Mr, Creedy, with a roach 

and some gudgeon (all near things), thus saving us from a blank on that day. On 


the 9th, Mr. Grimaldi had a pretty show of fish, seven roach scaling 6}1b., besides - 


dace and perch ; and Mr. Curson, two roach, 2lb., and a few gudgeon,—J ACKO. 
CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. F, Tregenza in the 
chair. Previous minutes were signed, and general business transacted, including 
the election of one, and nomination of another, new member. Mr. J.S. Cater weighed- 
in two jack, taken from the Ferry Boat Fishery, one of 8lb. 20z,, and the other 431b. 
Mr. J. B. Caldicott had a fine tench of 2lb, 100z. from the Elstree Reservoir, taken 
whilst spinning for jack. Singularly, this fish was hooked in the back close to the 
tail, Mr. Caldecott gave an amusing account of the peculiar movements of the 
fish after it was hooked. Mr. Tregenza, four perch, averaging lb. each, and some 
fine roach from the canal at Rickmansworth. Mr. Wilks, Mr. H. Howse, and Mr. C. 
W. Garthorne had perch, jack, and chub from the New River at Enfield and Lea at 
Waltham, Some of our members gave a very gloomy description of the state of the 
Lea from the Sewage Works at Tottenham, vast quantities of poisoned fish being 
on the surface of the waters, and the stench from the river being described 
as almost unendurable. It was suggested that at certain times there 
existed the right to turn into the river the polluted waters from the sewage 
works, and until the Act came into operation for the divergence of the entire sewage 
into the main sewer, that periodical poisoning of fish, and the atmosphere charged 
with deadiy effluvia, would continue. It reaily seems that rivers and streams con- 
tiguous to towns and villages are doomed to be thus rendered plague spots instead 
of beauties to the neighbourhood, as, if sewage is not poured into them, manufac- 
tories are constantly springing upontheir banks. I remember (amongst other waters) 
the Grand Surrey Canal at Camberwell, when the waters were as pure as the Lea at 
Broxbourne, and where I used as a youngster to fish with success ; the pretty river 
Roden, at Ilford, a very few years since, used to be well stocked with fish —now, 
“factories and factories,” poisoned waters, and no fish. Several visitors favoured 
us with their presence, and we had a good muster of members. Mr. H, A. Beck and 
Mr, F. Tregenza gave interesting records of the river Hvenlode, near Oxford, and 
the Thames at Temple Mill, where they had been enjoying some good sport, Mr. 
Beck obtaining some good shooting as well as angling. A cordial vote of thanks 
was accorded the chairman.—HENRyY Howsk, hon. sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

Messrs. J. and J. W. Morgan have been out, and on Wednesday night weighed-in 
one chub 13lb,, one grayling G}0z., and 3lb. 14oz. of dace, the three largest going 
7oz, each, and 141b. roach, the largest 1lb. 430z.—the gross weight being 191b. 4oz, 
Members will meet on Paddington Station platform, under the clock, at 8 a.m., 
who intend fishing for the peg-down match at Bourne Ind, on Wednesday next, 
when we hope to havea good muster. A pleasant evening was spent at headquarters 
after the business was cver, an instrumental entertainment being given by some 
members of the well-known “ Black Crow ” Minstrels.—A. E. EVANS, sec, 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

The competition for the president’s prize of two guineas will take place at Rick- 
mausworth on the 16th inst. Conditions can be seen at the society’s rooms,—H, T. 
ELDER, hon, sec. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Tifty-five members of this club fished a pegged-down match at Ware on the 9th 
inst. for twelve prizes, but only seven prizes were taken, by the following in order : 
lst, Mr. Bedford; 2nd, Mr. A. Sims; 3rd, Mr. Dowse; 4th, Mr. J. Smith; 5th, Min; 
H. J. Tibbatts ; 6th, Mr. Wheeler ; 7th, Mr. Pluckrose. The remaining prizes will 
be fished off on the 16th inst., members to go where they like.—R. MurpHy. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting was held on Tuesday, Mr. Bentley in the chair. Ordinary busi- 
ness diposed of, Mr. G. Chambers reported that at the Rye House competition on 
Saturday last none of the prizes were taken. He brought forward a recommendation 
from the competitors as to their disposal, which, however, did not meet with the 
approval of a majority of those present, and a resolution was carried to have a 
further competition, and arrangements were made for same. Hventually, however, 
and after an animated discussion, notice was given of a motion to rescind this reso- 
lution on Tuesday next. The matter, therefore, isin abeyance. It is hoped that a 
good attendance of members on that occasion will enable the society to arrive at a 
wise solution of the difficulty. On the motion of Mr. Gardiner, it was decided to 
havea smoking concert on Tuesday, the 25th October, when visitors will be cordially 
welcomed. A most enjoyable evening was spent, shared by a goodly number of 
yisitors, and ata late hour thanks were given to the chairman, and the meeting 
separated.—G, C. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in on the 8th inst :—W. Bowring, roach, dace, and 
gudgeon; J, Roach, roach, one scaling 11b. 20z.; Mowler, roach, perch, and gudgeon ; 
Harrison, roach; Green, roach and gudgeon; Chapman, roach and dace ; Ellins, 
roach and perch; ©. Crow, bream; A. Crow, roach, dace, and gudgeon ; Barnard, 
roach and dace ; and Henrie, roach, dace, and chub—making a total of over 301b.— 
C, B, Lumby. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Tuesday, the 7th inst., the above held its weekly meeting. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed, election of new members, and other business 
transacted. There is little else to report save that an attendance was resolved upon 
at the Ancler’s Association visit to the City of London Angling Society on Monday 
at the Cogers’ Hall, Bride-lane, which was quite a success. It is proposed to make 
Shepperton the base of operations on the 16th inst., where much sport is antici- 
pated.—W, H, JOHNSON, sec. 

HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above club weighed-in some good roach and dace on the 
9th, and also on the 11th inst., Mr. Searle and Mr, J. Thompson taking two jack and 
some dace at Kalvedon.—P. FAIR, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A much better show of fish was given here on the 9th inst. than the previous 
week, the following being contributors :—Messrs, R. Ford, roach; Brisik, perch ; 
Jones, jack ; Rider, perch; Russell, roach.—W. H. FENNER, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Last week’s report omitted to state that several members have recently had good 

sport in salt water, Mr. Alfred Harper, who had a varied catch, being the last whe 


fished. The next meeting will take place at Rise House, Hornsey Rise, on Monday 
Stee next, October 17th, chair to be taken at half-past seven.—O. H, KENNETT, 
on. sec. 
INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since the last report several of our members have been out, and have had some 
very good takes of roach and dace. On October 21st we fish a match in the tide- 
way for three prizes, all fish to weigh-in according to Thames measurement ; no 
drain swims to be fished.—C. SMART, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The four special prizes fished for on the 9th inst, at Pangbourne, Mr, W. H. 
Mecham secured first honours with 6lb. 7oz. of roach; Mr. H. Butt, second, with 
5lb. 140z. same kind ; Mr. A. Bass, third, 51b. loz. same kind ; Mr, J. R. Charters, 
with 3lb. 7oz. same kind. Messrs. Martin, Bass, and Butt will each give a prize to 
be fished for on the 30th inst, in the Thames, Conditions will be named and 
published next week.—H. B. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our regular quarterly meeting was held on Thursday night last, and a very splendid 
muster we had. The chairman read a letter from our hon. sec., explaining that in 
consequence of severe indisposition he could not attend. This, 1 am sorry to say, 
has sivc2 developed very seriously indeed ; but we each and all do hope it may not 


last very long. We had a very friendly rencontre with the young St. Helen’s Asso- ~ 


ciation at Newton Mere to fish for a hot-pot supper, and although our side won— 
by something like a fluke—still, so good and brotherly-like was the conduct of their 
opponents that our lot seemed to regret that both sides could not win. The hand- 
some treatment received at Newton will not be forgotten until we have done some- 
thing in return. Mr. Davies, our captain, won the very beautiful pria> presented 
by Mr. Mason for the best catch on his side.—J. W. G. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 9th inst., Mr. Culpitt weighed-in jack, 51b. 130z.; Mr. Plumpton, jack, 
8lb. 9$0z. ; Mr. F. Plumpton, jack, 4lb. 1540z ; Mr. Hayes, jack, 41b, 40z., from the 
Welsh Harp. Mr. Aldis, jack, 71b. 30z.,from Elstree. Mr. Edgerton, sen., roach and 
perch ; Mr, H. J. Underwood, perch; Mr. Billings, roach.—W. GREENWOOD, sec, 

PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The votaries of the “ Feathery Ephemera” in this country, and the Portsmouth 
Waltonians in particular, have now laid aside their rods and tackle for the time 
being, hoping the season of ’88 will turn out better than the one just over. The 
elub-waters at Darford and Bishops Waltham will have to bein the recess carefally 
looked over, as many improvements are required. Bottom-fishing should now be in 
full swing: but it is the sam3 complaint everywhere we go—empty creels, A fine 
autumn, which is always a charm to all true anglers, is now fast passing away, with 
sport comparatively nil, Selham has been visited repeatedly within the past few 
weeks: but without any success. A competition took place last week at Chichester 
for severai prizes, anda very good muster turned up. Oa the members’ arrival, the 
canal was found to be so low that in some places it was quite unfishable, owing to 
a considerable leakage at the lock, and the imm2ns3e quantity of weeds everywhere. 
No sizeable fish were taken, so no priz2s were won. Our salt-water brethren have 
been in better feather, and some capital catches have been taken off the piers at 
Southsea and Ryde, principally cole. Bass of any size as yet are scarce ; but some 
big ones have been seen in the harbour. During the past week several of the club 
have been fishing off Hill Head (a point in the Solent) in Mr. Redward’s yacht, 
kindly lent for the purpose. Last Thursday their catch was ninty dozen of 
whiting, “all fine and large”; bait, ragworm. Now’s the time for boat-fishing, 
Excellent sport can now be had round the forts at Spithead, off Southsea beach, and 
the mouth of the harbour.—DAGGERWOOD, 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting ef this club took place on Tuesday, Oct. 11th, Mr. Stidolph 
in the chair. The match for the second series of prizes was fished for at Chelmsford 
with the following result :—Mr. Catford, lst; Mr. Stidolph, 2nd; Mr. Kemp, 3rd ; 
Mr. Brewer, 4th ; the remaining prize not being taken. ‘The river Chelmer was in 
a dirty state, and very little water. The next match for the president’s cup will 
take place on Oct. 25th from the Fish and Hels to the Rye House Bridge.—W. R. 
MATTHEWS, sec. 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The remainder of the prizes left from the preceding week's outing were fished for 
onthe 9th inst. The following gentlemen were the winners—viz., Messrs. Brewer, 
Healey, and Guynan. Messrs. Chart, Trotter, and Holden also weighed-in some 
very good roach, There was a larger number of members out on the 9th inst, than 
there had been for a long time, and considering the general state of things they all 
had very fair sport. On Tuesday, the prizes offered for the last two weeks were 
selected by the winners ; there were several very good and useful articles to choose 
from.—F, H, FREwIN, sec. 

RIFLE ANGLING CLUB. 

Several of our members were out oa the 9th inst, and returned with good takes of 
fish, Mr. Carter and Mr, Wilson with 7b. 50z. and 61b, 7oz. from Twickenham. Mr. 
French had some good roach from Shepperton, the largest scaling 12}0z.—G, F. 


DuUCKLIN, hon, sec. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 9th inst. eight of the members took part in the S, L. U. competition at 
Woking. Messrs. 'T. Hill, F. Cotterell, and J. Wigley managed to find some roach, 
and the first-named enough to get him the third prize in the competition. Messrs. 
Smith had some nice roach from the Upper Thames; T. line, roach, dace, and 
gudgeon from Mid-Thames ; and J. Clarke, roach from the Medway. At the meeting 
held on the 12th inst. it was decided that the committee meet on Tuesday, the 18th, 
at 8.30, for the purpose of arranging the October competition,—PIXIg. 


RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 12th inst., when Mr. J. Kent was elected a 
member, A committee was also elected to revise the rules. First meeting, October 
24th. Messrs. Comley, Robert Sharpless, and Ladd weighed-in on the 9th inst,—C. 
PIGGOTT, sec. 

ST, JOHN’S (WORCESTER) AMATEUR ANGLERS' ASSOCIATION, 

The absove association competed for their Jubilee Cup on Monday last in the 
Teme, at Knightwick, through the courtesy of Mr. Greswold Williams, who kindly 
allowed the association to fish in the water preserved by him. Owing to the incle- 
ment weather and the river being low and clear, there were no heavy baskets made. 
The cup was won by Mr. Griffin, with two brace of grayling, Mr. Drew and Mr. 
Thomas Prosser being first and secondin the sweepstake. After the competition the 
party adjourned to the Hare and Hounds Inn, Lulsley, where an excellent tea had 
been prepared for them by Mrs. Shaw, the party returning by the 7.30 train. It 
was much regretted that the members did not attend more numerously. I may add 
that two of our members have recently made remarkable catches, Mr. John White 
taking a chub weighing 4lb. 9oz., and our president, Mr, Pugh, caught, while fish- 
ing with the fly for dace, a pike, weighing upwards of 341b., with a Pale Blue Dan. 
The fish was fairly hooked, and cleverly landed by our old veteran,—THOos. E, 
MEREDITH, hon, sec. 

ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At last meeting the minutes of previous meeting, as usual, were passed, with the 
auditor’s report, which, showing a good balance, was received with great applause. 
The weigh-in on Oct. 2 was not very grand. Mr, Lang won the second prize in grand 
series, and Mr, Pheasant third prize ; Mr. Gibbs and Mr. Etherington also weighed- 
in, The result of the competion on Oct. 9 :—Mr. Gibbs won first prize ; the remaia- 
ing prizes not taken.—THIRSTY TIDDLER. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Oct. 9 Mr, Kelley weighed in one barbel, 41b. 502. ; Mr. Jacobs, jack. Tues- 
day, Oct, 1l—another good meeting. Mr, Gillson weighed-in one perch, 1}1b. ; also 
roach and chub, Mr. Geale, jack, 5lb, Our outing for the 16th is to be at'Lilehurst. 
Train leaves Paddington at 9.5, Four prizes,—PHLICAN, 
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SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Ata meeting of representatives of several West-end clubs held at the above on 
Monday last, it was decided to have a West-end fishing competition for a number of 
prizes, time and place to be decided hereafter ; the whole proceeds from the sale of 
tickets to be given to the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund. Over £5 worth of prizes were 
promised in the room. A strong committee is now being formed to carry this out, 
a list of which I will give next week. The committee will meet on Tuesday next at 
9p.m. The following clubs have already promised us their support :—Westbourne 
Park, Queen's, Duke of Norfolk, Hammersmith, Rifle, and Jubilee—W. WILSON, 


Bec, 
SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The second competition of the season amongst the South London clubs was fished 
on the 9th inst, at the Broad Mead, Woking, sixty-eight competitors turning 
out to fish for the prizes; but for a report being circulated about that the 
water had been drawn off, no doubt there would have been a great many more. 
There was a good show of fish, the best I have seen in a competition, no less than 
than thirty gentlemen taking fish. The first prize was taken by Mr. Scutt, of the 
Anglers’ Pride, with 3lb, 630z. of very nice roach. Second prize, Mr. Evans, jun., of 
the Anglers’ Pride, 21b. 100z. ; Mr. Hill (Rodney) third prize, 2lb. 602. ; Mr. Payne, 
of the Deptford Brothers, fourth prize, with 11b. 10oz. ; Mr. Jaque, of the Battersea 
Friendly, fifth prize, 11b. 6oz. ; Mr. Fletcher, sixth prize, with 1lb, 2302. Everything 
passed off in a satisfactory manner, and all were pleased with the stretch of water 
selected for a pegged-down match, The fish were weighed-in at Mrs. Fox’s, the 
Crown and Anchor. The next return visit will go to the Marlborough A. §., 
Marmont Arms, Marmont-road, Peckham, on Wednesday, October 19th.—J. Court, 


hon, sec, 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society fished in the South London match at Woking 
on the 9th inst., Mr. J. Payne taking fourth prize; other members had fish. Mr. 
G. Lemmy some nice roach from the Lea. The fifth annual dinner of the above will 
take place on Tuesday, November 8th.—H. T. 

WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

My report this week is a painful one. At our fortnightly meeting held at the 
Union Hotel, Union-street, Worcester, on Thursday, the 6th inst., I had the sorrow- 
ful duty to announce that Mr, Martin Holloway, the first vice-president elected, 
had died after a painful illness, and that the funeral of our lamented friend would 
take place on Monday, Oct. 10th, at 2 p.m. A vote of condolence with the widow 
and relatives was passed, and a resolution was unanimously carried that all the 
members and friends be invited to meet at the Union Hotel (which is only a few 
yards from the deceased’s residence) on Monday, at 1.45 p.m., to show their mark of 
respect to one that was so dear tothem. The deceased was 67 years old, and very 
much respected. The funeral of that veteran angler took place at the Worcester 
cemetery on Monday afternoon, and it was marked by such an exhibition of deep 
regret and respect as is seldom witnessed, The procession left the deceased’s 
residence, 51, Carden-street, in the following order :—Messrs. W. Palmer, A. Lacroix, 
J. Noke, and W. Greaves, the hearse and the coffin being covered with wreaths, 
A mourning coach containing Mrs. Holloway (the widow), Mr. and Mrs, George 
Holloway, Mr. Henry Holloway. and Mr. Ashley. In the second mourning coach 
were Messrs. John and Charles Yates, Charles Sanders, Thomas James, and George 
Frederick Darke. A large crowd viewed the departure of the cortege, and shutters 
were put up at nearly every house in the neighbourhood. The solemn cortége was 
met just inside the cemetery gates by a large number of friends. Amongst those 
from whom the hon. sec. had received apologies expressing regret and inability 
to attend the funeral were Messrs. B. Smith (president), his intimate friend and 
sport companion for over fifty year, C. Bullock (vice-president), W. Davis, A. Jones, 
H. Hallett, and others. The Burial Service was impressively read by the Rev. the 
Hon, H. Douglas. The coffin, which was of polished oak, with brass mountings, 
was covered with beautiful wreaths and crosses sent by the following : Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Greaves, the Misses Fanny and Lizzie Holloway, Mrs. Donald, Mrs, 
Colledrick, and Mr. Henry Holloway.—A. LAcrorx, hon. sec. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

On the 9th inst. Mr. Hibble weighed-in roach and dace. The competition on the 
13th inst. resulted as follows: Mr. Sparrow, Ist; Mr. Grigg, 2nd; Mr. Crisp, 3rd ; 
Mr. Hibble also had fish. The next competition will take place on the 23rd inst. ; 
train from Waterloo 8.35 a.m. The smoking concert for the benefit of the widow 
and children of the late Archibald Reed, Tiverton river-keeper, will take place on 
Tuesday, November Ist, when all anglers and friends will be heartily welcomed. 
Cofamence at 8.30.—MILLER’S THUMB. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 9th inst. the punt match at Staines resulted in favour of Mr, Hopkins, Ist ; 

Mr, W. Alexander, 2nd ; and Mr. C. Newbury, 3rd; the bags, however, being very 


light, and leaving the fourth prize to fished for on the 16th, at Esher. Mr. Sloper 


weighed-in 141b. 10oz., including two barbel and roach and dace ; and Mr. Kemp 
4)b. of roach and dace. A committee meeting will be held on Wednesday next, the 
19th, at 8 o’clock,—W. W. A. 


TS 


THE USE OF NIGHT-LINES IN THE TRENT—IMPORTANT 
APPEAL CASE. 


Ar the Nottingham Borough Sessions on Thursday, a very important case of 
appeal, arising out of the use of night-lines in the Trent, came under the notice 
of the Hon. Chandos Leigh, the Recorder of the borough. The appellants, 
Joseph Parsons and Matthew Spencer, are members of the Nottingham and 
Notts Anglers’ Preservation Association, and defendant was John Swanwick, 
one of the travelling inspectors employed by the Trent Fishery Board. The 
hearing of the case, which lasted nearly five hours, excited the greatest interest 
amongst the angling community. It appears that on the morning of the 12th 
June a police sergeant, named Walker, discovered the appellants dragging night- 
lines out of the river in the parish of West Bridgford, and in their possession 
they had nearly three stone of eels. The sergeant reported the matter to the 
Trent Fishery Board, with the result that the men were summoned for a breach 
of the by-laws of the Board, and were convicted and fined. It was against this 
conviction that the men, through the local Association, now appealed. Mr. 
Stanger, barrister, represented the appellants, and Mr. Morley, barrister, the 
defendant, or, more strictly speaking, the Trent Fishery Board. On the lines found 
by the sergeant were 66 hooks, and evidence was adduced to show that fish other 
than eels were frequently taken on them. The defendant himself entered the 
box, and deposed that he had known two instances where salmon had been taken. 
He considered the use of night lines was prejudicial to any fishery, and the prac- 
tice of using them was growing to an alarming extent in the district. Witnesses 
for the appellants proved that it was only a rare occurrence for coarse fish to be 
caught on the lines. The defendant, in answer to the Recorder, said night lines 
had been placed in the rivers Dove and Blythe on the pretence of taking eels, 
whilst ostensibly they were used for the purpose of taking trout. His Honour : 
The taking of trout is a serious question ; such fish as barbel, chub, and dace are 
not, I should say, worth eating. Mr. A. West, Mr. W. Bailey, and Mr. T. 
Wood (the lessee of the Shardlow and King’s Mills fisheries) bore testimony to 
the destruction caused amongst coarse fish, especially barbel and chub, by the 
use of night lines. There was always a ready sale for coarse fish, which made 
threepence a pound. Mr. Stanger contended that eels were not freshwater fish 
within the meaning of the Statute of 1884, because under Sec. 1 of the Act of 
1886 they were expressly excluded, and he held that the by-law under which 
the present proceedings had arisen was unreasonable and in restraint of trade 








His Honour remarked that certainly a night-line was a more deadly engine for 
taking fish than a rod and line. Mr. Morley said the Trent Fishery Board 
had no wish to be high-minded in the matter ; they desired to act as a public 
body for the public good. His Honour replied that the whole point seemed 
to turn on the question as to whether the use of the lines was prejudicial to 
the fisheries. The case was a most important one, and one which would 
require further consideration. He would deliver judgment in Chambers in 
London in due course. i 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, B, Prirr, 





[ We de not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


FISHING AT BOSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Sin,—In your last week's issue “ Angler” asks for information about the fishing 
to be had at Boston—whether it is preserved or free, best places, kinds of fish, baits, 
&e. Being under a debt of gratitude to the “ F. G.” for similar information about 
other fisheries, I have pleasure in answering the questions asked. The Boston 
Fishery has been thoroughly preserved for a period of 14 years, at a cost of about 
£800. About two yeurs ago preservation ceased, because sufficient funds could not 
be raised to carry on the work; the result of past exertions are, therefore, as 
good as thrown away. The by-laws of the Witham Commissioners might still 
apply if there were a_properly-constituted body with authority to put 
them in force. The Commissioners themselves take but a passive in- 
terest in the question, and will not spend one penny-piece of the rate- 
payers’ money over it. The question is one for anglers to deal with, 
and what few there are in Boston who take any real interest in it have grown 
sick at heart and weary of putting their hands into their pockets year after year 
for funds with which to fight the battle against poaching ; they are thoroughly 
disgusted with the niggardly meanness of the thousands who came annually to 
fish our waters, but who contributed little or nothing towards the costs of preserva- 
tion. Bailiffs’ wages and costs of prosecutions absorbed over £60 per annum, and 
towards that visitors contributed about eight pounds. Need we wonder that the 
whole thing fell through? The fishery now takes care of itself, and but for the 
close time and a thick bed of weeds, it would soon yield naught but fingerlings. 
To my certain knowledge poachers are working their own sweet will, and that 
pretty often, There can be little doubt what the result will be ; but time alone will 
prove. 

A fishery board has been formed, who tried to get power to raise funds for pre- 
servation purposes by levying a small license upon rods; but a certain class of 
close-fisted anglers opposed the scheme, and stood out for a “free fishery.” They 
have got what they contended for with what they did not bargain for—viz., 
“yoaching” thrown in. I hope they are satisfied with their bargain. I have no 
patience with such ignorant cupidity. Do they realise the true meaning of a free 
fishery ?—free for all comers, nets, trimmers, snares, spears, shooting, &c., as well as 
for rod and line. To putit in a nutshell, anyone can doas they please. Inoperative 
by-laws are little better than a dead letter, A free fishery, indeed! What a 
mockery! Whatadelusion! What a snare! The Boston fishery commences at 
Tattershall Bridge on the river Witham, and including about a mile of Sleaford 
cut, continues down to the Grand Sluice at Boston. There are also several drains 
on the north and east sides of the town —Maud Foster, Frith Drain, Medlam Drain, 
Sibsey Trader, Cow Bridge Drain, Hob Hole, Bell Water, and several smaller ones in 
the east Fen. Altogether-there are about 256 miles of fishable water. 

The best swims ore : Bain End, Sleaford Cut End—Dogdyke Station ; Hermitage 
Corner, Langrick Ferry—Langrick Station ; Anton’s Gowt, Mile House, Distant 
Signal, Grand Sluice—Boston Station ; Brackenbury’s Corner, Frith Ville Church— 
East Ville Station ; Lade Bank Engine—Old Leake Station ; Cherry Corner, Sibsey 
Northlands—Sibsey Station ; Frieston Doors, Aqueduct, Cow Bridge, Mount Pleasant 
—Boston Station, thence per trap ; hired conveyances are good to get in Boston. 

The North and South Forty-Foot Drains are under the jurisdiction of the Black 
Sluice Commissioners, who own the right to the fishery—tickets 2s. 6d. each ; but 
these are somewhat difficult to get, being limited. Some local influence might be 
useful. Best swims: White Bridges, Cook’s Lock, Hammond’s Beck End, Wyberton 
Chain Bridge—Boston Station ; Claydyke End—Hubbert’s Bridge Station ; Twenty- 
Foot End—Swineshead Station. 

‘All these stations are on the Great Northern Railway, and are withina dozen 
miles of Boston, which is central. Both of these fisheries are noted for pike, perch, 
roach, bream, tench, and dace. A nice lot of trout have shown up in the Witham 
during the past summer, nearly a score being counted at one particular point. 
Paste, worms, and live-bait answer best at this time of year ; but fine tackle must 
be used, the water being stationary and clear as gin. 

Smelt and dabs, or flounders, are plentiful in the tidal basin, near the Dock Gates 
and Grand Sluice at Boston. One of our local cracks caught four-and-twenty score 
of smelts last week, many of them weighing over 4oz. each. At 23. per score it was 
not a bad week’s work !—I am, &c., Tur Boston BITTERN. 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


Srr,—The sharp frosty nights we are having this week will put a stop to barbel- 
fishing. Last week some good fish were caught. On Friday Mr. Wood had eight 
fish from King’s Mills, and Mr. Drury two pike. Mr. Bates was successful in the 
Shardlow water, killing a nice lot of barbel, best fish 7i1b., his best fish for the 
season weighing 91b. 6oz., which is sure to win the silver cup at the Wellington 
Club, A salmon was caught in the borough boundary the other day, 21lb. I have 
hada few pike with spinning bait. A singular occurrence happened the other day 
when spinning. Ihad made a long cast, whena water-hen flew from under my feet 
and caught the line, which wrapped round its two legs as if it had been done by 
hand, and held while I drew it on the bank. The Trent keeps fine and low, with 
very little prospect of any more salmon-fishing this year,—I am, &c., 

October 12. AEs 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR, LACROIX, 
Si1r,—I notice in yours of Oct. 3 a letter from Mr. Hirst on the above subject, 


in which he states that Mr. Lacroix has been “ mainly” instrumental in moving the 
abolition of small-mesh nets from the Severn Fishery District. While I have not 
the slightest wish to say one word to lessen the importance of the work done by 
Mr, Lacroix, I am prepared to prove by facts that the movement in that direction 
is mainly due to the efforts of the Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society, and par- 
ticularly to the untiring efforts of their late esteemed hon, sec. 

This society sent a deputation to the executive committee of the Severn Board of 
Conservators at Worcester in 1882 on this very subject, and had then, with the 
assistance of the Corporation of Shrewsbury, prepared an Act of Parliament dealing 
with that matter within the borough of Shrewsbury, and was conditionally held 
over by the board promising to do all in their power to meet the wishes of the 
deputation, The 8.S.A.S. have never relaxed their efforts, and have spent a con- 
siderable sum in stocking and preserving the river in this district, even employing 
a water-bailiff at their own cost. Honour where honour is due is all that is re- 
quired,—I am, Xc., J. H, Morris, Treasurer 8.8.4.8, 
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THE GHURNEY THSTIMONIAL—A CORRECTION. 


Srr,—In your acknowledgment of our donation to the Ghurney Testimonial, you 
say “ £1 from club fund, and 10s. from individual members.” It should read thus :— 
“10s. from club fund, and £1'from individual members.” Please make this correction 
and oblige.—I am, Xc., THOS. GRETTON, : 
Secretary Stoke Newington Angling Society. 





SEA - FISHING IN THE ISLE OF MAN. 


Sir,—Permit me to supplement “ Rambler's ” interesting letter by a few remarks, 

To the places he mentions in Douglas may be added the new pier, from the end of 
which good sport is sometimes obtained, The pier master informed me that he had 
often taken very heavy fish from there ; though when I was in Douglas, in August, 
I did not see very much caught from any of the piers or breakwaters. There is no 
doubt, however, but that the waters swarm with fish, Oddly, your correspondent 
does not mention mackerel-fishing, which I regard as amongst the best of the sea- 
fishing in the Isle of Man. The best time for this is early in the morning, and 
either a rowing boat or a yacht is necessary ; but during the season there are several 
boats which go out every morning at a charge of Is. per head, the boatman pro- 
viding lines and baits, and by this means the visitor may enjoy some exciting sport 
before breakfast at a nominal cost. ’ ‘ 

There are vast quantities of fish in Peel Bay during July and August, and if the 
fisherman can get piloted to the right place, he will have grand hauls of bream or 
carp. There is also pretty good fishing from the breakwater at Port St. Mary. I 
understand, from an experienced Manx fisherman, that the mussel is the best bait 
for fishing with from the piers ; but it is very difficult to obtain.—I am, &c., 

Oct. 8, ORANGE PARTRIDGE, 





THE RIVER LUNE. 


Str,—Some of your readers will know the river Lune, which, taking its rise in 
the hills above Tebay, runs a course of some 50 miles, passing through Sedbergh 
and the picturesque town of Kirkby Lonsdale, and thence through the county town 
of Lancaster, a few miles below which it enters the Irish Sea in Morecambe Bay. 
The majority of your readers may have little, if any, knowledge of this fine river, 
seeing it is never named in your fishing reports. ; ‘ 

It well deserves a good place in your list of angling streams, being much superior 
to many Scotch rivers which, deservedly or not, are held in high estimation. If 
you could arrange for a report of the takes of salmon by anglers in the Lune, from 
Oct. Ist to Nov. 15th, when it closes, you would please many of the local anglers, 
and inform those of your readers living in other parts of the kingdom. 

Like other rivers, the autumn run of salmon is later this year than usual. The 
fish are only just running up the Lune in numbers, and anglers are beginning to 
enjoy themselves. Last week several anglers up the river above Hornby had fairly 
good sport. One of them caught four large salmon, another three, and another two. 
On Monday I caught my first—a small one under 6lb. Yesterday I caught a 
splendid fresh-run male fish, 22lb. (with blue Swiveltail bait), and I expect to get 
several each week to the close, Nov. 15th. Hoping you may in future be able to 
report the Lune salmon-fishing.—I am, &c., SPORTSMAN, 


[We will arrange for a report from Lancaster.—ED. | 


Oocr. 15, 1887. 





TRAWLING OR TRAILING. 


Srr,—In the issue of the Fisnrnc GAzErtTe of the 8th inst.,I find a gentle- 
man has been trawling in Lake Windermere for char,and you yery naturally ask 
what sort of fishing “‘ trawling” is? Trawling is carried on to a large extent here 
in Halton Water, a part of the river Lune, On Monday last a local gentleman, well- 
known in the old county town, grassed a salmon 6lb., and‘on the following day 
grassed a much finer specimen turning the balance at 221b., which, I can assure you, 
afforded some grand sport. The same gentleman in question last year killed fourteen 
salmon (five in one day, and an average of 17lb.a fish). Trawling is carried on by 
the use of a boat, at the stern of which you have a piece of wood fixed across, 
screwed down at each end, and a hole in which to place the rods (21ft. each), keep- 
ing the top of each rod about 3ft. to 4ft. from the surface of the water. You then 
let out your lines, with baits attached (probably the recently patented and noted 
Swiveltail), the man at the oars pulling briskly until the lines are out; you then 
settle down to a slow pace, and probably are not long before you hear the familiar 
sound of the reel, which is off like greased lightning, You immediately go to your 
rod, meanwhile telling the man to get in the other rod. You then play your fish 
for probably 20 to 30 minutes, according to size, and, after the usual excitement, 
gaff your fish.—I am, &c., LUNE. 


[The word we wanted explained was “trawling” ; it turns out to be “ trailing,” 
as practised on the Tay, Loch Awe, &c., &c.—ED. | 


SILVER FISH-HOOKS WANTED: 


Srr,—Can you, or any of your readers, tell me where I can obtain silver fish- 
hooks in the form of a brooch-pin on which to tie salmon-flies? The brooches are 
to be got ready dressed ; but I should prefer to get the pins from the maker, and 
dress them myself.—I am, &c., ; 

October 11. WAx END. 

[We think Mr, W. Brown, Fishing-Tackle Maker, Aberdeen, can supply silver 
and gold fish-hooks,—ED, | 





MONSTER ROACH. 


S1r,—It may interest your readers to know that I have on view, at my address as 
under, a roach of the extraordinary weight of 2lb. 14oz., taken on August 13th last 
by a friend of mine, Mr. T. Ward, and which can be seen here at any time up till 
11 o'clock at night, Sunday included.—I am, Xc., 

A. GEORGE, Sec. Caledonian Angling Society. 

23, Caledonian-road, King’s Cross, N. 


THE LEA—HERTFORD SEWAGE. 


Srr,—How much longer is the Hertford sewage to be allowed to contaminate our 
dearly beloved river? The stench where it empties into the Lea at Ware has, during 
this summer, been simply intolerable, 

On one occasion, a couple of months ago, when crossing the ditch which carrig 
the sewage, a couple of hundred yards above the outlet, I was almost turned sick 1° 
the smell,—I am, Xc., AmMWELL Y 
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The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 
tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
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AN INTERESTING SUGGESTION. 


S1r,—I have not been able to see so much of the FISHING GAzErTE lately as I 
could have wished, so that if the following suggestion has already been made, you 
will, I hope, excuse my troubling you. : 

It is well known to physiologists that the eye of any small animal placed at the 
end of a blackened tube will give the reflected image of any object to a human eye 
placed at the other end of the tube. If a trout’s eye were used, and the whole 
apparatus placed under water, clear or discoloured, would this not give some useful 
hints as to the proper staining of gut? 

I have for some years had the idea of making experiments with a view to this ; 
but Iam unable to find the time at present, and as I do not know when I may have 
leisure, I place the idea, if it is worth anything, at your disposal.—I am, &c., 

FG. J, 








A Dakota HOTEL CARD. 
CADY HOUSE, MAYVILLE, DAK, 
Accommodation for 730 guests 
(during the year—two at a time) 
‘Three elevators. 
(can be seen from the front door), 
Hot and Cold Water 
(cold water for guests—proprietors 
always in hot water). 
Bells Throughout the House 
(they were threw out last year). —Dakota Bell. 


RoAcu-FisHina CoMPETITION.—The roach-fishing competition for the benefit of 
the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, which was commenced on the 10th 
ult. at Ponder’s End, was resumed on Saturday last at Rye House, 57 anglers on 
this occasion being entered to compete. As previously, the arrangements were 
mainly in the hands of Mr. Richard Ghurney, of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, 
and Mr, Geo. Chambers, of the Gresham Angling Scciety’s Committee, assisted by 
Messrs. Parker, Gardener, Walker, Jonas, Norman, Holmes (“ Plummet ”) of the 
Sporting Life, and other gentlemen ; the prizes left over from the last competi- 
tion to be taken by best, second best, and so on, shows of three specimen roach, 
The drawing for swims took place at one o'clock. At two the fishing commenced, 
and at 5 p.m. the signal gun notified the end of the contest. All then adjourned 
for the weighing-in, when it was found, with regret, that the results were very 
moderate—in fact, no competitor had been able to secure the three fish necessary to 
win a prize, consequently none were declared as taken, A meeting was afterwards 
held at the Rye House, when the chairman, Mr. Geo. Chambers, announced that Mr, 
Ghurney had suggested a method of distributing the prizes, which would greatly 
benefit the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and probably be also satisfactory to all parties 
concerned. This matter, however, zould not be arranged then, but would probably be 
settled at the next “Gresham” meeting. In the course of the proceedings, which 
were very harmonious, special votes of thanks were passed to Mr. Ghurney, Mr. 
Geo. Chambers, the Gresham Angling Society, and other gentlemen for services 
rendered in connection with the competition. It may be mentioned here that, at 
the Gresham meeting this week, the further arrangements for the competition were, 
after discussion, left over until next meeting. 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED 


with View to PARTNERSHIP. 


FISHING TACKLE OR OTHER BUSINESS, ON FIRST-CLASS RIVER. 











Particulars to Mr, TURNER, 1) Orchard-tarrace, Barnstaple. 
MORRISS’S Aberdeenshire Dee. 


© HCL DALMOK, 
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SPINNER. 
Seoiromot aerreain run quote) AUTUMN A NBTING. 








; Preserved Salmon, Grilse, Sea-Trout, and Whit- 

See report in “GAZETTR” of Morriss’ New | ling Angling on the Heathcote and Ardoe Fisheries, 

Hybrid Phantom. Pike size, 2s.; Troutsize, 1s | extending to 2 miles, FREE to visitors. See 
Sportsman's and Tourists’ Guide. 


BEST MONTH, OCTOBER. 


OVER 1 ,000 NOW IN USE, Special Arrangements and Meals at hours to suit 
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United Kingdom, Letter or Telegram. 
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Marston Works, Redditch. | SCOTCH WHISKY, 
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FINE OLD 
BEFORE STARTING IN BUSINESS should | Carefully selected and of guaranteed excellence, 


write for Illustrated Catalogue (post free) | price 2ls. per gallon, 13 U.P. Supplied in casks, 


to LESSER FRIEDLANDER, 3, HOUNDSDITCH, | ; ini 
, jars, and cases of 12 bottles, containing 2 gallons. 
LONDON. The OLDEST and CHHAPEST House | 49s,; bottles included ; carriage paid. : 


in the World. 
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TO LONDON ANGLERS. 


StL KK Excellent General Fishing (Pike, Perch, 

Roach, Chub, é&c.), can be had FREE ina 

long stretch of the River Ouse, at Brandon, 

Suffolk, Train leaves tire = tees 

Station at 8.45 a.m.; arrives at Brandon at 

EVER SOLD. 10.57 a.m. There’ is also a train at 6 a.m, 

100 YARDS, 4s. 6d. and 6s. 6d. | The Proprietor of the “ Ram” Inn is an 
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NEW WORK BY THE AMATEUR ANGLER. 


NOW READY. 


FRESH WOODS and PASTURES NEW. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF 
“ AN AMATEUR ANGLER’S DAYS IN DOVE DALE,” “ FRANK’S RANCH,” &e. 


Large fep. 8vo, cloth, 1s. 6d. post free. Also a Large-paper Edition, of which only 
150 copies have been printed, on best hand-made paper, bound in imitation 
vellum, 5s, 





Extract from Review in the “Saturday Review.” 

«‘ Fresh Woods and Pastures New’ is the pleasant title of a pleasant little book, 
whick sets forth, in a series of bright and picturesque letters, the joys of the 
amateur angler on the Lugg and the Terne, the pleasures of a suburban garden, 
with notes on sport and natural history, collected during a holiday sojourn at a 
farmhouse, So far from being the man of business the author describes himself, 
much in populous city pent, the vivacity and keenness of his observations of 
nature, and the myriad delights of a country life, suggest a most un-Johnsonian 
acquaintance with Fleet-street. His ‘Evening with the Hornet’ is not merely 
delightful reading, as are the rest of the papers, but_a real acquisition to lovers of 
natural history,” 


Extract from Review in the “ Daily News.” 


“Under the Miltonic titie, which it is refreshing to find for once correctly quoted, 
the author of ‘ Frank’s Ranche’ and ‘An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale * has 
published a little volume of essays on fishing and rural sights and sounds, which 
well deserves the honours of choice print and paper bestowed upon it. No living 
writer sketches a day by the riverside or a sojourn in an old English farm-house, or 
records his observations of animal life in our gardens, woods, and fields, with more 
genuine enthusiasm than the ‘ Dovedale Amateur,’ whose identity is no secret in the 
piscatorial world. The easy, graceful style of the descriptions will serve further to 
make them welcome,” 


Extract from Review in the “ Atheneum.” 


“The genial author of ‘ Frank’s Ranche’ has not essayed to solve any important 
problem in‘ Fresh Woods and Pastures New.’ Instead of trying to show his 
readers what they should do with their boys, he tells them in his pleasant way how 
an old boy contrives to amuse himself. The ‘Amateur Angler’ writes as agreebly 
as ever, and he is improving as a sportsman, for he has caught some grayling and 
shot a rabbit. Any one fond of country sights and sounds will find an hour pass 
most delightfully in turning over these pages, which show the author’s ‘ bonhomie’ 
quite as much as his literary skill.” 


Extract from Review in “ Pump Court.” 


“ There isa freshness and spontaneity about this little work which is irresistibly 
charming. The author is evidently a keen lover of nature, and he treads, with no 
faltering steps, the path that Borrow and Jefferies so worthily trod. Let there be 
no mistake here. We do not mean to imply that ‘E. M.’ has founded himself upon 
either of the brilliant writers mentioned ; rather we would point out that, as a 
word-painter who loves the scenes that he depicts, ‘E, M.’ bids fair to take rank 
with the keen lover of the Norfolk Broads and him who poetically depicted ‘ the 
Gamekeeper at Home.’ It was Mr. Pinero’s boast, that in ‘ The Squire’ he brought 
‘the scent of the hay across the footlights,’ So, in ‘Fresh Woods and Pastures 
New,’ the author brings every scene that he depicts to the vision of the reader, 
who gives himself up wholly to the delight of following in the rural wanderings 
wherever the master chooses to lead. Poetical conceits, scraps of rural wisdom, 
and even folk-lore, are pressed into service by ‘ EH. M,,’ to the end that a singularly 
heathful volume has been produced. Letters on fishing, the May-fly, adventures 
with hornets and domesticated pets, all lend charm to the volume before us.” 


Extract from Review in the “ Civil Service Gazette.” 


“In the introductory note to this charming little book, the author says that it is 
well—though perhaps not necessary to mention—that many of the following 
letters were written for the FISHING GAZETTE ; and he also adds that he has been 
tempted, perhaps rashly, to bring them together here. We are not one of the 
regular readers of that widely-read journal—we have not had the pleasure of 
reading these letters before, and, from the great amount of pleasure we have de- 
rived from reading them, we can very readily assure him that there need be no fear 
that his conduct will be so judged. There are very many whose angling proclivities 
are not strong enough to have led them to read the letters where they originally 
appeared, but who will now welcome the book, and who, when they have read it, 


will say that it is a pity that it came to an end so soon.” 


Extract from Review in “ Truth.” 


“ Another cheerful and charming book which I can confidently recommiend is 
‘Fresh Woods and Pastures New,’ a set of light, bright, and humorous fisher- 
man’s papers, by the author of ‘The Amateur Angler,’ &c.” 


Extract from Review in the “ Whitehall Review.” 
“This book is really fascinating. The account of the writer’s recent wanderings, 


rod in hand, up and down the picturesque banks of Herefordshire rivers, is as fresh 
and original as are his former descriptions of piscatorial straying in Dovedale, and 
of adventurous journeys in the far West. ‘EH. M.’ possesses that rare combination of 


good things—a boy’s bright, hopeful, mirth-loving temperament, and an elderly 
man’s tact, philosophy, scholarly lore, and worldly knowledge.” 


Extract from Review in ‘' John Bull.” 


“ One of the most charming little books we have met with for many a day is the 
latest addition to the works of ‘EH. M., who quite recently gaye us ‘ Frank's Ranche’ 
and ‘An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale.’ The literary skill and the bright and 
genial style which were notable in those works distinguish ‘Fresh Woods and 
Pastures New’ (Sampson Low), which will furnish many a half-hour’s delightful 
reading to every lover of nature. The neat little book will prove a most acceptable 
pocket companion, and the pithy sketches, the rural descriptions, and the writer’s 
experiences of various fishing excursions will lessen the tedium of many a railway 
journey.” 


Extract from Review in the “ Daily Chronicle.” 


“The natural charm which formed so distinguished a characteristic of the earlier 
books is once more apparent in this lively and genial record of an enjoyable 
holiday. ... . Good nature and good humour shine through every page of this 
little work,” 


London : SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, E.C, 
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FIRST LIST OF ANNOUNCEMENTS. 








NEW WORK BY DR. 0. W. HOLMES ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO EUROPE. 
OUR HUNDRED DAYS IN EUROPE. By Dr. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMEs, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ocr. 15, 1867. 








FISHINGS TO LET. 








Small post 8vo., printed on extra fine pager, cloth, gilt top, 6s. 


[Now ready, 


BURTON (RICHARD F.), K.C.M.G.: His Early, Private, and Public Life. Also 
an Abridgment of His Traveis and Explorations, gathered from more than fifty volumes of his 
own works and other sources. Edited by FRANCIS HITCHMAN, Author of “ The Public Lite of the 


Farl of Beaconsfield,” &c. 


2 vols. demy 8vo. cloth extra, 


[in October. 


BEAUTIFULLLY ILLUSTRATED EDITION (A CHOICE PR&SENTATION VOLUME). 


SPRINGHAVEN : a Tale of the Great War. 
With Sixty-four Iilustrations by ALFRED PARSONS and F. BARNARD. Square 


“ Lorna Doone.” 
demy 8yvo. cloth extra, gilt edges. 


NEW GAMES OF PATIENCE. 


By LADy ADELAIDE CADOGAN. 


By R. D. BuackmorgE, Author of 


[Ready in October. 
Containing 


34 New Games, including ‘‘ The Jubilee Game,” With Coloured Diagrams, 4to. cloth extra, 12s. 6d. 
THE PY'I'CHLEY HUNT, PAST AND PRESENT : Its History, from its Founda- 


tion to the Present Day. 


With Personal Anecdotes, and Memoirs of the Masters and principal 


Members. By H. O. NETHERCOTE, Esq., fifty years a Member of this famous Hunt. Illustrated by 
authorised Portraits, and a View of the old Pytchley Hall. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 8s, 6d. 


NICHOLAS GODFRIED VAN 


KAMPEN, Historian and Man of Letters: a 


Biography. With Extracts from his Writings, including a Dutch View of the Belgian Revolution. 
With a Portrait of N.G. VAN KAMPEN by SAMYEL RICHARD VAN KAMPEN, F,R.G.S., Oorrespond- 
ing Member of the Dutch and American Geographical Societies, Author of “ The Dutch in the 


Arctic Seas,” &c. Demy 8vo. cloth, 2 vols. 


THE CORSAIRS OF FRANCE. By C. B. NorMAN (late 90th Light Infantry), 


Author of “ Tonkin; or, France in the Far Hast,” &c., &c. 


demy 8vo. cloth, 183. 


With Portraits and Maps. 1 vol 


THE BOY TRAVELLERS ON THE CONGO. Adventures of Two Youths ina 
Journey with Henry M. Stanley, “ Through the Dark Continent” By THOMAS W. Kwox, Anthor 
of “ The Boy Travellers in the Far Hast,” “ In South America,” and “In Russia,” “ The Young 
Nimrods,” “ The Voyage of the ‘ Vivian,’ ” &c , &c, Demy 8vo, cloth extra, numerous I)lustrations. 

A N&W WORK ON TRADE AND TRAVAU IN CHINA. 


THROUGH THE YANG-TSE GORGHS ; 
CHINA. By ARCHIBALD J. LITTLE, F.R.G.S., of Ichang. With Map. 


or, Trade and Travel in Western 
8vo. cloth. 


NEW AND EXCITING STORY BY THE AUTHOR OF “ THE WRECK OF THE ‘ GROSVENOR,’” 


THE FROZEN PIRATE. By W. CLARK ROSSELL. 


2 vols. 


OUR NEW ZEALAND COUSINS. By the Hon, JAmMzEs INGLIS (Maori). Small 


post 8vo. cloth, 63. 


THROUGH CENTRAL ASIA : with an App2ndix on the Diplomacy and Delimita- 


tion of the Russo-Afghan Frontier. Illustrated with 76 Kugravings anda Map showing the Frontier 


as officially negotiated and the Author’s Route. 


By Henry LANSDELU, D.D., M.R.A.S., F.R.G.S., 


Author of “ Through Siberia.” and “ Russian Central Asia, including Kuldja, Bokhara, Khiva, 


and Merv.” Demy 8vo. 700 pages, 12s. 


A MANUAL CF PRACTICAL DAIRY FARMING. By H. Upton. 


Crown 8vo. 


boards. 

NEW GLOSSARY OF THE OBSCURE WORDS IN SHAKESPEARE, AND 
THE DRAMATIST3 OF THE SEVENTEENTH CHNTORY. By CHARLES Mackay, LL.D., 
F.S.A., Author of “ The Gaelic Etymology of the Languages of Western Iurope.” In 1 vol. demy 


NOVELS. 


8vo. cloth extra, £1 1s. 


Knight (A. L.).—JIn the Web of Destiny. 1 vol. 

Gibbon (Chas.).—Yarmouth Coast. 

The Maid and the Monk. 8 vois. 

Field (Mrs.)—Anchorage. By Mrs. Horace Fie'd. 
2 vols. crown 8vo., 12s. 

De Leon (Bdwin).—Under the Stars and Under 
the Crescent. 2 vols. crown 8vo., 123. 


STOCKTON, THE HUNDREDTH MAN. 


Volume of Lo v’s Standard Novels.) 


PEN AND PENCIL IN ASIA MINOR ; or Notes from the Levant. 


How (A. B.).—His Sisters. 
Mohammed Benani. Demy 8vo. cloth (a Story of 





2 vola. crown 8yvo. 


To-day). 


Hermosa ; or, in the Valleys of the Andes. By 


Mrs. J. KE. Martin. 2 vols. crown 8vo., 12s. 
Raphael Ben Isaac. By John Bradshaw. 2 vols. 


Small post 8vo. cloth, 63. forming new 


By WILLIAM 


COCHRAN, Member of the Society of Arts; the Highiand and Agricultural Sociaty, London and 
Edinburgh ; and formerly of the Asiatic Society, London and fhanghai. Illustrated with Bighty- 
nine Engravings, made chiefly from Water-Colour Sketches by the Author, Demy 8vo. cloth extra 





London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, AND RIVINGTON, 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street. 








ANGLERS REGISTER FOR SCOTLAND. 





AUTUMN ANGLING. /Sutherland Arms Hotel, 


Rhiconich Hotel, 
By LAIRG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 


Angling for SALMON, GRILSEH, and SHA- 
TROUT, over the whole of LOCH GARBET BEG 
and the RIVER INCHARD, during the month of 
OCTOBER, FREE to Hotel Visitors, 


“ On this sheet of water (Loch Garbet Beg), I 
killed, in the course of five hours, thirty-eight sea- 
trout (several of. them  three-pounders), two 
salmon, and a couple of beautiful newly-run 
grilses, besides several loch-trout of various dimen- 
sions. On the following day, the wind having 
failed, I was tied down to the river (Inchard), and 
succeeded in killing a fine grilse, and about a 
dozen of sea-trout.”—THOMAS TOD STODDART. 


Only a Limited Number of Rods canbe Accommodated: 


This Hotel, under New Management and strict 
personal attention, will be found unrivalled for its 
Cuisine, Cleanliness, and Comfort, 


WILLIAM WALLACE, Proprietor, 


LOCH FLIES. 


Mr. MURDOCH’S SUTHERLANDSHIR& 
PATTERNS. 
Wholesale and Retail. 


SALMON FLIES FOR HAMPSHIRE AVON 


(References), GUT CASTS. 


WM. GARDEN, 
1223, UNION STREET, ABERDEEN. 





Lairg, Sutherlandshire. 


J. A. BUTTERS, late of the Sligachan Hotel 
Skye, has taken a lease of this comfortable Hote 
It is pleasantly situated close to 


Loch Shin, 


on which Boats are kept for the use of visitors, who 
have the privilege of fishing on it and other lochs. 
Post and Telegraph Office at the door, 
POSTING, 
’BUS MEETS TRAINS. 
Best Patterns of Trout and Salmon Flies and al 
locally useful Tackle kept for sale. 


ia 4 


ARGYLLSHIRE. © 


LOCH AWE. 
FREE TROUT, SALMON, and SALMO 


FEROX FISHING ON LOCH: AWE. 


TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, NORTH 
PORTSONACHAN. 


First-class Hotel for Anglers. Half an hour's sail 
from Loch Awe Station, Is the nearest first-class 
Hotel to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven trout, and oan 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers ca)l at the Hotel Pier. 
A. and A. MUNRO, 

















THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 


d. W. MARTIN 


The “Trent Otter,” 


d 


24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


Manufacturer of First-class FISHING GOODS for all Parts of the Wor!d. 
Pike and other Rods of splendid quality, carefully tested and finished, from 4s, to 12s. each. 
Pike Tackle of the most approved make, best quality only. 
Pure Plaited Silk Pike Lines, 9d. and 1g. per score yards, Buy your Goods direct from the Factory, 
and get the Best and Cheapest Fishing Goods in the World. 
ADDRESS AS ABOVE. . 
128 page Descriptive Catalogue and Angler’s Guide gent post free to any address on application. 








MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Hote. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona, I.0.M.) 


DERBYSHIRE, 


MATLOCK AND CROMFORD 
ANGLING ASSOCIATIGN. 


I glis 


GREYHOUND HOTEL, 
CROMFORD, 


is most conveniently situated, being close to theriver 
Derwent (well stocked with Grayling and Trout). 


See ‘Red Spinner,” in the Field of Sept, 38rd, 1887, 


For particulars apply to 
MATTHEW HILL, Proprietor, 

















TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING, 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 


The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
ofthe stream, which is Well stocked with fine 


. Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 


fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will find in the “ bosky dells” of Coquet- 
side an ample field fer research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—¥or further 
particulars, address THE MANAGERESS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberiand 





EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 


N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable. The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream, 





Oulton Broad Fishery, 
LOWESTOFT. 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Fisheries Act.) 

Quarters, Wherry Hotel, Mutford 
Bridge. Beautifully situated. G. 
MASON, Proprietor. Established nearly 
a century. Boats, 2s.; full bait, is. ; 
men, 4s, per day. Terms for stopping 
visitors on application. Gravel and 
sandy soil. 





TROUT and GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


The PROPRIETOR of the 


RADNORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, 


Presteign, Radnor, 
Offers SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION 
to Anglers and their Families. 
Charming Scenery and Health Resort. Posting. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


‘Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Anglers Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 








VISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
fa their wants known through the medium 
of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
acighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abhey, &c. may be 
btained at the office of this paper. 


wee ec 


ANGLERS’ REQUISITES. 
BEST QUALITY, REASONABLE PRICES, 
Mrs. RICHARD ROUTLEDGE, 
Widow of the late DICKY ROUTLEDGE, 


FERGUSON'S LANE, CARLISLE, 
No connection with any Shep whatever. 














F550 REWARD 


To those who can prove that D. SLATER is not by 
far the largest Manufacturer of Rods and Reels 
in the County of Nottinghamshire. 





The JUBILEE TROUT OUTFIT will astonish you. 


Tt consists of a beautiful Balanced and well finished Fly Rod, 2 tops, in a partition 
case ; a superior Bronzed Revolving Plate Reel, and 30 yards of the finest quality 


Waterproof Silk Line,, Thelot for 15s. 


SLATER’S FINEST QUALITY SALMON RODS, 
2 Tops, Solid Fittings, and Double Brazed, 16ft., 25s. ; 17ft., 27s. 64. ; 18ft , 30s. 


A 4in. Revolving Plate SALMON REEL, finest Hardened Steel Works, 


manufactured by the Advertiser, price 15s., worth 303, ; suitable for Slater’s 16 


17, and 18 feet Salmon Rods. 


A GREENHEART FLY ROD perfect action and beautifully finished, in 


partition case, warranted to stand hard wear, post free, 7s. 6d. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE OF RODS AND REELS. 


D. 8S. has received the Highest Awards in the World for these goods. 
Three. Joint Rods, 5s., 7s. 6d., 8s. 6d., 10s. 6d.,and 12s, 6d. each. 
Four-Joint, superior, post free, at 5s., 7s., 8s., 10s., and. 12s, each, 





PLEASE NOTE THE ADDRESS, 


D. SLATER, Portland Street, Newark. 


WORKS—HARDY’S YARD, STODMAN STREET. MrTAL REEL WORKS and TIMBER STORES—~ 
EGGLESTON YARD, MARKET PLACE NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 
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Inns of Court family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLERS 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 





HUTCHINSON AND SON 






(LATE ADLINGTON AND UTCHINSON), 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS; 
SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 

a peed Blue, sizes 00 up to No, 3. 

one Genuine unless bearin i 
aces opring our name ( Adlingtra Girone son.” } Kendal 
MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 
ESTABLISHED 1745. 





SR 
5 j GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 

BS BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 

= ie inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 

ba orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 

tae FLI#S for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and all 

E other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 

Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23. 6d. 

per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 

Hooks, EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent for 

the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 

Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 

Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampshire 

Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Eaton and Deller’s Rods, 

Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.’s 

Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 

sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 

selected, Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them.” G,. H., having rersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 

Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 

PIKE and GENERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 

Month, 
George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. ; 
WeQe lk Ges 

Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c, 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C, 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 

_ TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 

For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland........ 
» Six Months ” ” ” ” ” con cccccecee 


», Three Months , ~~» 3 > es Seacevechete 2 8 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


10s. 6d, 
5 4 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
188, Fleet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 
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CHUB - FISHING. 
(Continued from page 208.) 
THE best chub swims are generally, however, very well known, 


as is testified by the old saying, “Once a chub hole, always a chub 
hole.” A hot summer day is a good time for finding out the haunts 





of the fish, as at such a time they bask in the sun only a few inches 
below the surface of the water, and may easily be discerned feeding 
on flies, &c., by anyone who will take the trouble to “ gang cannily,” 
tread softly, and, above all, keep out of sight of the fish. 


Let us suppose the angler is out early on an August morning for a day’s 
wasp-grub-fishing, and that he has found such another place as the one described 
above. He should arrange to fish, if possible, facing the sun, and thus obviate 
the risk of sending his great black shadow down the stream, which would be 
enough of itself to put any fish off his feed, much more so timorous a one as 
the chub; then, before commencing to fish, a likely-looking landing-place 
should be selected, and the net laid ready near it. An old hand never neglects 
this little precaution, and so is prepared for all emergencies ; while for the want 
of it I have more than once witnessed a flurried, muddle-headed fellow lose a 
heavy fish. 

_ When fishing an exposed and shelterless swim, the angler, if possible, should 
sit or kneel to his work, or, at any rate, so dispose himself that his portentous 
outline and anxious visage will not appear sharply defined against the sky above 
the banks. 

In arranging the tackle, the float should be so adjusted that the bait will 
ewim from three to six inches from the bottom, rather more than less ; then, 
after baiting the hook with a clot of six or eight fat grubs, the angler is ready 
for action. Sometimes, in order to avoid exposing one’s self to the fish, a long 
throw is necessary. T'o make this, he should pull down with the fingers of his 
left hand as many loops of line from between the rings of his rod as he thinks 
will cover the distance, leaving about three yards dependent from the rod-tip ; 
then, with a smart, light, underhand casting motion of the rod, he should propel 
the bait and float out across the water, letting the loops of line slip from the 
fingers of the left hand in immediate succession, and commencing with the 
highest loop first, or an awful mess will result if the line be at all wet. This 
can be done in much less time than it takes to read it by a practised hand, and, 
when neatly performed, it always reminds me of the fingering of a violinist, as 
the ors of line, drawn by the flying float and bait, extend themselves one after 
another. 

After the cast, the float should be held as steadily as possible, when going 
down the swim, a little in the rear of the baited hook ; but the objectionable 
streaks or ripples on the surface caused by holding back the float too much 
should always be avoided. If the fish are feeding well, sometimes the float 
will scarcely have gone many yards before it will pop down with a sidelong 
shoot. Strike immediately, unless you want the bait swallowed right down 
into Master Chub’s “innards.” This should not happen if you respond at once 
with a light, firm strike to the bite. Remembering the fineness of the tackle, 
you should not be too rough ; then bear on him a little to get the hook well 
home. He will give it every chance, for the first rush of a large chub is often 
magnificent ; in fact, it is too good to last long, and I am bound to admit that 
a well-played-out chub comes to hand as dead-beat as a wobbling old bream. 

Beware of weeds! Last summer a chub that I hooked ina rather difficult 
corner ran me into a mass of weeds as big as a wheelbarrow, and I could see 
the artful beggar’s sides shine again and again as he wound himself up in them. 
Being determined not to lose him, I doffed shoes and stockings and waded out 
tohim. The way he had enveloped himself in that weed was simply marvellous : 
it was wrapped closely round him in spirals like a corkscrew, in such a way that 
if I had not seen it I should uot have believed it. After all my trouble to get 
him, he only weighed about a pound. 

Should there be no bite, let the float swim down with the stream twenty, 
thirty, or even forty yards away. I have often “ nicked” them at the latter 
distance ; but it should be remembered that with such a length of line out a 
much harder strike is required to overcome the stretch as it tightens. Don’t 
stay too long in one place if they don’t bite ; you will find it pay better to 
change frequently till you drop among a shoal that are on the feed. 


When the end of a long swim has been reached, the line should be lifted up 
from the rod-tip to the float and held taut in the air for half a minute before 
reeling up for another swim, whilst a smart slap or two is given to the rod. 
This will shake out the water, and while the angler isislowly winding up, the 
sun and wind will dry the line so that it will clear the rings all the better the 
next trip. 

Now and again a few grubs should be thrown in to whet the appetites of the 
fish and set them on the qui vive. For this purpose I generally use those which 
are half turned to wasps, although, on some few occasions, I have found them 
the best for the hook—I can’t say why. But the finest hook-baitsare long, fat, 
yellow grubs from that particular part of the wasps’ nest known as the “brood” 
cake. These are the future young queens, and I suppose they are finer and 
bigger than the rest, because they have been fed by the working wasps in a more 
royally liberal manner. 

The cakes of wasp-grubs should not be carried in a bag or handkerchief, as 
they are so easily crushed, but should be kept in a circular tin box, about 6in. 
wide and 3in. deep. I bought the box I use from an angling mechanic at the 
riverside. Although I had never seen one used before, I could see at once that 
it was just the thing for the purpose. 

I have just recollected a valuable wrinkle for which I am indebted to Mr. P. 
D. Malloch’s excellent article on Loch Leven angling, published last January in 
the FISHING GAZETTE, and after repeated trials I can vouch for its efficacy 
when applied to chub as well as trout-fishing. It is this : In playing the fish, 
when he is ready for the net, his head should be lifted till the eyes are out of 
the water, while the sunken net is gently pushed beneath him. When this is 
done, the fish cannot see it as he would if his head were kept under, owing, I 
suppose, to the fact that a fish’s eyes are constructed for use ina denser medium 
than air. 

For winter fishing no bait beats pith-and-brains. Even with snow on the 
ground and several degrees of frost, if the water is clear this bait will kill. The 
middle of the day is the best time. Greaves or scratching is a useful bait under 
similar conditions. 

Some anglers boil their pith when preparing it for the hook. Idon’t, because 
I believe it to be a waste of labour, as it makes the pith too tender to hold on 
to the hook. I get the pieces from the butcher as long and perfect as possible ; 
then Islit up the thick outside covering with a pair of fine scissors, taking care 
not toinjure the delicate membrane inside which holds the two halvesof the pith 
together (the spinal cord is divided longitudinally into two parts), and after a 
careful washing in warm water to remove all blood and other impurities, I cut 
it up into pieces for the hook nearly an inch in length, which are rolled up in 
a piece of damp calico. It is now delicately white and tempting, and quite 
ready for use. ‘The brains should be chewed to make them sink, and blown into 
the water ; or if this is not to the angler’s taste, they may be mixed with sand 
instead. In baiting, the hook should be put through the pith several times and 
worked till shank, point, and bend are entirely covered. Take Bailey's advice, 
and carry an old towel to wipe your hands upon, as this bait is very sticky and 
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tenacious. It produces—on me, at any rate—a most peculiar “ sliddery ” sensa- 
tion when adhering to the fingers. ; 

In float-fishing the angler often desires to fish near the bottom of a hole which 
is much deeper than the length of his rod. This can be accomplished with the 
aid of that capital invention known as the “slider” float. Who first used it I 
don’t know ; but he must have been a man who fished as Turner painted— 
““ With brains, sir!” ; 

It is merely an ordinary float, with a small wire ring at both ends, which 
slides up and down the line. At the depth you wish to fish a small bit of 
elastic is knotted on to your running-line, which offers no resistance in passing 
through the rings of the rod, but is sufficient to prevent the float from passing 
it. In throwing out, the float falls down upon the topmost shot ; but when 
fairly in the water, the shotted gut sinks, pulling line through the rings of the 
float, which, of course, remains at the surface. This goes on till the bit of 
elastic is reached, and there you have the required depth. A beautiful strike 
can be made in this style, as the float makes very little resistance to it. 

Sometimes chub, in hot weather, are to be found occupying places which can- 
not be fished in the ordinary way, with either float or ledger, because of a foul 
bottom and overhanging trees, and they are nearly always good fish. They 
may then be taken by that highly-exciting dodge called “dibbing.” A small, 
stout hook is whipped to a length of strong gut and attached to the reel-line 
without any float. About a foot above the hook is a small pistol bullet ; this is 
all the tackle required. Any of the before-mentioned insect baits will do for 
“ dibbing,” used alive, as well as young frogs. Reeling up till the bullet touches 
the rod-tip, and keeping your finger on the line, you poke the rod through the 
boughs directly over the haunt of the fish below, and if you don’t mind what 
you are about, that fine, broad-backed fellow which was chopping up the flies so 
unceremoniously only a moment ago will, in the most mysterious, unreal, and 
shadowy fashion, depart. 


“ And, like the baseless fabric of a vision, 
Leave not a wrack behind.” 


Let us suppose you have successfully poised your bait over a feeding fish 
without alarming him ; the next process is to lift your finger off the line and 
allow the bullet to descend till the bait touches the surface. This it will easily 
do if your reel is a proper one. Immediately the bait begins to kick about the 
chub will rise with a wallowing smack and seize it. Strike at once. If he goes 
for the roots, try a little coercion in the shape of pully-hauly, and, trusting to 
the soundness of your tackle and the inspiration of the moment, land your fish 
as best you may. Then give the place a rest, and go somewhere else ; you may 
perhaps get another when all is quiet again. 

Flooded waters are not often good for chub-fishing. If you really must fish, 
however, I would recommend you to try the lob-worm, though I got the 
biggest chub I ever caught in my life out a flooded backwater with a big 
live stone-loach for bait. 

After chub have done spawning is a favourite time for chub-fishers ; but I 
don’t care myself to catch fish so miserably emaciated and ravenous that there 
is no credit in the capture. At such times big bags are made on the Trent 
with both the “locust” and the live minnow. While on the subject of spawn- 
ing, I would like to draw attention to the fact that this year chub, in most 
rivers, did not spawn till the end of June, nor roach either, for that matter ; 
so “there is something rotten in the state of Denmark,” or, rather, in the 
present close time, as defined by the Mundella Act. 

In conclusion, I strongly advise anglers, except on a trout stream, to adopt 
the sportsmanlike practice of Mr. Francis Francis, and never keep chub under 
1lb. weight, but return them, to become antagonists more worthy of the fisher- 
man’s steel. 

Above all, do not imagine, because you have purchased an expensive outfit, 
that you are going to carry all before you. Success will never reward your 
efforts unless the proper bait is used, and every endeavour made to keep out 
of sight of your quarry. Neglect these important items, and you will feel 
all the force of Bret Hart’s moralising stanza— 


“ Are things what they seem, 
Or is visions about? 
Is our boasted civilisation a failure, 
Or is the Caucasian played out?” — 


as you return home time after time with empty creel. Nothing is set forta 
in this paper which may not be attained by anyone with a little practice, 
unless, to quote ‘‘ Ephemera,” he is deficient either in brains or in manual 
dexterity. And now, as I began with a reference to dear old Walton, let me 
end with a hope that “all that are lovers of virtue, and dare trust in God’s 
providence, and are quiet, and go a-angling,” may meet with all the success 
which they deserve. Wm. H. Wuiraker. 





PIKEING ~~ PRECEP TS: 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 
By A. G, JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 225.) 


AT Pangbourne, less than a two hours’ ride from Paddington by 
G. W. Railway, is a large weir-pool, 25ft. in depth, with two islands, 
about which the stream has formed several nice holes and eddies. 
Fine gravelly scours extend down to the wooden bridge at Whit- 
church, providing splendid spawning-grounds for the large trout the 
“Pool” is noted for. From Whitchurch commences a stretch of 
river, fishable throughout all its length of two and a half miles, and 
this portion of the Thames contains plenty of reeds and sedges, the 
winter haunts and “ cruising grounds” of numerous fine fish, most 
of which water must be “ paternostered”’; but there are some open 
spaces, with a gentle current flowing, and these can be “ fished” with a live- 
bait on “ snap tackle,” which ITrecommend as the best method for any open water 
—that is, moderately deep and free from weeds in any of the localities I have 
previously mentioned. Of course, two months hence, when frosts have rotted 
the weeds and made the river comparatively free from obstructions, then 
“ float-fishing ” with “snap-tackle” will be more practicable. This, however, 
must be left to the discretion of the angler, in connection with the condi- 
ee ang character of the water. About ‘‘snap-fishing ” I shall write in an early 
article. 

On the left side of the river, one and a half miles below Whitchurch Bridge, is 
Hardwick House, on the slope of a wooded acclivity—a large gabled edifice of the 
Tudor period, where Charles I. passed much of his time during the troubles 
which preceded his fall. Just about here, in the middle of the river, is a 
prettily-wooded island, where the water deepens, and gets deeper all the way 


down to the next lock at Maple-Durham. In these “deeps” I have known 
splendid catches made of pike and perch, when wind and weather were favourable. 
The Elephant and Castle, recently taken by William Hull (in conjunction with his 
inn, the French Horn, at Sonning), is by far the best place for anglers to stay 
at in Pangbourne. The Swan, also, close to the Weir, is comfortable ; and 
George Ashley, the landlord, attends, I believe, on anglers, providing both 
punts and baits if due notice is given him. Thomas Lovegrove is the other 
fisherman. 

At Maple-Durham we have an assemblage of picturesque objects grouped 
together that are not to be equalled in any portion of the Thames. The lock 
and weir, the moss-covered mill and grey church tower peeping through the 
trees, form the perfect beaw ideal of an artist’s fancy, At this most lovely spot 
Edward Sheppard is the “ fidas Achates ’—a reliable and painstaking fisherman, 
who knows all the water round for miles, and a letter addressed to him at 
Purley, near Reading, will secure his services, 

The Weir Pool has been claimed, I understand, by F. Wilder, Esq., of 
Purley Hall, as his private fishery, though upon what basis of right is a 
mystery to many old Thames anglers, who had always “fished” it without “let 
or hindrance.” 

From the “Qock,” and further on for a mile, is one of the most exquisite 
parts of the river. Backwaters, rapid shallows, and swirling eddies charm the 
angler; splendid groups of beeches, oaks, and poplars delight the lover of 
nature, whilst giant elms and the superb maple trees—from which Maple- 
Durham takes its name—add a wealth of foliage, through which glimpses are 
here and there obtained of the fine Elizabethan mansion, built by Sir Michael 
Blount in 1581, when he was Lord-Lieutenant of the Tower of London, and 
still in the possession of that ancient family. 

In the “pool,” the “overfalls,” and among the islets, large trout are occa- 
sionally caught in the season ; and just at Purley ferry, where the river makes 
a bend under the right bank, is some deep water, with plenty of aqueous growth, 
best fished with “ paternoster.” It was in this spot that an angler, “piloted” by 
E. Sheppard, caught a 25lb. pike, in the winter of (1 think) 1875. Within a 
short distance is another ferry, where the towpath crosses again to the Berk- 
shire side. Perched high up on the hill is the Roebuck Inn, a quaint old 
tavern, with an excellent “tap of ale,” to obtain and enjoy which, the railway 
has to be crossed, anda long flight of wooden steps surmounted. 

The meadows now, all along Caversham Reach are flat and uninteresting, the 
railway running parallel with the towpath for a mile or more. Midway are 
several small osier islands, with reed and-rush-grown margins, studding the 
stream, about which the angler should carefully “ paternoster,” more especially 
the channel between them and the left bank of the river—a “ pikey place” 
harbouring good fish. Half a mile lower down, at the end of the osiers on the 
left side, is a bend forming a large, quiet lay-bye; this is another choice place, 
where the punt should be noiselessly pushed in, and fastened to the bank, while 
all the water round about is diligently “fished” either with “pater” or “snap- 
tackle.” I have caught “fine fellows” here, also further along at the end of 
the “ eel-bucks” island by ‘Chasey Farm,” and under the left bank down to 
Caversham Warren. 

On the Berkshire side of Caversham Bridge is the White Hart. Inn, where 
will be found comfortable board and lodging. At Reading, less than a mile 
from the river are several hotels, notably the Queen's, the George, and Great 
Western—the latter being head-quarters of the Reading and District Angling 
Association, whose accredited fishermen are William Moss, George Knight, 


Henry Knight, and Henry Holdway ; also one Clark, yclept ‘‘ Watercress Bill.” | 


They are trustworthy men, and well acquainted with the most likely places in 
that portion of the Thames—and Kennet—where good sport may be expected. 
A short distance below Caversham Bridge is a large island dividing the Thames 
into two equal channels, the left-hand one being fairly good fishing, and thence 


on to the “ Old Clapper’s Weir.” Oa the right, or Berkshire side, is the “ Cut,” 


leading to Caversham Lock ; a quarter mile below which, where the mill-stream 
rejoins the main river, is another bit of pike-water well worth trying. 

We now approach the spot where the 

“ Kennet clear o’ertakes 
Her lord, the stately Thames,’—DRAYTON, 

This river for some miles above Reading is rented and protected by the Dis- 
trict Angling Association. Pike are kept down in favour of trout, which are 
plentiful, and many large ones have been caught, from 8lb. to 12lb. weight, 
notably a monster S. fario of 17lb. at Kennet mouth in April, 1880, and which 
was presented to H.M. Queen Victoria. Fine perch, with other varieties of fish, 
are numerous ; and Pope alludes to this river as 


“The Kennet swift, for silver eels renowned,” 


From its junction with the Thames, a reach of moderately good fishable water . 


extends for a mile ; then the river bends, and gets deeper all the way down 
to Holme Park Woods, commonly called ‘‘Thames Parade,” a beautiful bit 
of scenery. Hence to Sonning Weir, a short half mile, is water from 12ft. 
to 18ft. deep, somewhat difficult to fish. 

Undoubtedly very large pike inhabit these “‘ deeps,” which are worth spending 
hours over, on the chance of being rewarded with a twenty-pounder. 

It is comparatively useless to fish here with ‘snap-tackle,” because of sub- 
aqueous growths, which prevent the angler getting his bait down deep enough— 
.e., near enough to the “ Aldermanic Hsoz,” which lie perdwe among the weeds, and, 
like their civic prototypes, prefer to take matters easily in the way of ‘‘grub.” 
Therefore, “‘ paternoster” with a bright lively dace, by which plan the deepest 
water can be searched, and the pike probably induced to feed. The river here 
divides into three—viz., the weir stream on the Oxfordshire side, the middle, or 
Mill-stream, and the navigable channel through the Lock, on the Berkshire side. 
A little way down to the left, after passing the Lock, is an opening toa private 
backwater, where permission is required to fish ; but at the end of the willow- 
grown eyot, where this backwater rejoins the navigable stream, the punt should 
be made fast, and all the water round about carefully fished, as 1t is a capital 
place for pike, the water being about 8ft. in depth. Here I converted my 
“ better half.” to a firm belief in the “ pleasures of pikeing,” of which she was 
previously very sceptical ; by introducing her to a 10Ib. fish, which, after much 
excitement on her part, and capital fun to me, she ultimately succeeded in play- 
ing to the landing-net. It is nice fishable water all the way to Sonning Bridge, 
especially a deep hole close to some bushes, about 50 yards before reaching the 
left-hand archway—where one winter's afternoon in little more than an hour I 
caught five nice jack, averaging 6lb. each, all much of a size, thus finishing a 
capital day’s sport in the ‘‘deeps ” above the Weir. 


(To be continued.) 





Dr. SHERIDAN MUSPRATT, F.R.S.H., M.R.1.A., F.0.S., writing on Alcohol in the year 1860, says :— 
‘Tan BUSHMILLS—this spirit is said by many to claim pre-eminence over all others in the same 
manner that genuine Hollands is considered superior to any Gins made in this country.” All orders to 
be addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co., Limited, 1, Hill-street, Belfast, ; 
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A NIGHT WITH THE CONGERS OFF BRIGHTON. 
To the Editor of THH FISHING GAZETTE. 


Srtr,—I heard from my brother at Brighton the other day, that 
he had been having one of his annual big days of ‘“ Heroic Fishing,” 
so I promptly asked him to spin me a yarn about it, thinking it 
might interest some of the readers of the “F. G.” Here is the 
spun-yarn. My brother says “it’s only merit is its absolute truth.” 
His address is 68, East-street, Brighton, and he would be very pleased 
at any time to put any brother-fisherman in the way of a similar 
night’s work.— Yours truly, C. EK. FRy. 


Every year when October comes round, and the fast-falling leaves remind 
one that summer is past and gone, I begin to look out for my annual night 
amongst the congers and other ‘‘ denizens of the deep.” The month was scarcely 
a day old when I had a long consultation with Ben Allen, my good old fisherman, 
the result of which was that we both felt certain “our old spot ” down Beachy 
Head way was still our own secret, and that no one had so far poached upon our 
preserves, so we arranged that he should give me notice when he was prepared 
to go. The moon came to the full early in the month, and on Monday, the 
3rd, I was roused early, and on going to the door found a messenger with the 
news that “ Allen hada bushel and a half alive ‘sleeves,’ and that the tide would 
serve to start at 9.30 a.m.” You can just fancy my chagrin when I had to send 
word back that I could not go on account of business appointments, and I 
leave you to imagine with what good temper I tackled my breakfast ; 
but the meal was but half over when I thought of a train which 
left for Seaford at 4.30, arriving there at 5.20 This would give me 
time to do my work, and by dark I could be ‘‘on board.” Nothing could fit 
better, and I took in an extra good breakfast in honour of the inspiration, then 
hurried off to the beach, when I found that Ben and his “ pardner” had already 
started trawling ; but that his brother Tom (a first-rate fisherman) and Mock- 
ford (the “ deaf ’ua,” but a demon at working a “ trot”) were busy fitting out 
for congering.. It grieved me to have to give up the sail down, but it couldn’t 
be helped, and I arranged for them to make their way to our fishing-ground, 
‘pick up the marks,” then lay the trot, buoy the line, and come ashore at Sea- 
ford for me at 5.30, when we could get back, pick up our “ buoy,” and have the 
night fishing. I watched them depart with envious eyes, then went for the 
business of the day, and was glad at lunch time to meet a good old rowing pal 
and equally good fisherman, who, when he heard of my programme, at once 
agreed to make one of our crew. Our appearance at the railway station 
was perhaps hardly dignified. Sou’-westers and sea-boots are not 
usually associated with our daily pursuits ; but we have a_ night 
before us, and care more for this than what the (local) world 
says. We arrived at Seaford rather late, and it was just dark when we reached 
the sea; here we learned that our men had been ashore, and that, darkness 
coming on, they had returned, fearing not to be able to find their buoys. Isoon 
found a local boat anda couple of lads willing to row us out ; so away we went, 
the boys pulling well, and we keeping a sharp look-out ahead for our boat. We 
knew about where to steer for, and after half-an-hour’s sharp work could just 
see something “right away to larboard,” which, on hailing, proved to be our 
craft, and in five minutes more we were “aboard.” The “ trot” was down, and 
I claimed the privilege of the first “ haul” ; so Tom took the oars, I hauled the 
trot, Mockford cleared the fish and baited, and my friend Moon “stood by” 
with the gogger ! 

The evening was very dark, as the clouds quite obscured the moon, but we 
went carefully and steadily to work, and but few of the hooks were “ inboard” 
ere I had to call out the dearly-loved words, “Stand by with gogger!” and ina 
minute a jolly great cod of 18lb. was in the boat. Soon after a “gurt blue 
dog” of 30lb or more, then eight or nine congers, and, to wind up with, a big 
skate, the size of a hall-door mat! Not so bad for number one, say we, and as 
we always “ bait” as we “ haul up,” we were not long in “shooting” again, and 
with the last hook down goes the anchor, to which we ride while we cut up 
bait for the next ‘ working.” This done, we change rounds, and while Moon 
hauls, I do the gogger-trick ; this time landing a 151b. pollock, a dozen congers, 
two of them fair sea serpents of 7ft. long, and several husses ? 

Down goes the trot again, and this time, when down, we proceed to take the 
“kinks” out of our backs, and at the same time, puta little solid comfort into 
our stomachs, for it was past eleven, and the cool air had put an edge on our 
appetites. While munching our “thumbpieces,” I found that Tom Allen 
was not quite satisfied with the spot we were on ; thus far, the tide had been so 
strong that it was impossible to alter it, but as it was now “easing” we hoped 
next working to get right on the highest part of the rocks. We still had 
plenty of good bait, so we cut them big, so as to give a good chance for our 
next turn ; then we got in our line—this time with about a dozen good fish of 
various sorts, and, with a strong pull, and a pull together, we forced the boat up 
to where we wanted to place her, and “shot” once more. This time we did not 
leave it down long, for we felt certain we were just on “the marks.” Our pre- 
vious hauls had proved to us what each did best ; so Moon took the gogger, 
Mockford hauled up, and I unhooked all the fish, and “kept them quiet!” 
Great Scot! what a haul we had! the deaf’un silently hauling and coiling down 
the line ; Moon at times three-parts overboard, in his long reaches after madly- 
lashing congers or dog-fish as big as small sharks, calling out to Tom to pull 
starboard or port, according to how they came alongside, and every now and 
again a demon of 2b. to 401b. being dragged into the boat. Then the short but 
sharp struggle between him and me, ending with “all clear Mockford,” and on 
we go to the end of the 200 hooks, when we found we had captured thirty- 
ee fish, and each one a prize ; the line all clear, and not one snood cut, or hook 

roken ! 

Be sure we made all speed to “ shoot” again over the same ground, and as 
soon as the last hook was overboard, and the anchor “ fast,” we had to set to 
and bail out the boat, as we were rather low down with the weight of the fish 


and the water we had shipped. We guessed that about one more “ working’ ° 


would fill'us up, and that, with luck, we should be back at the Chain-Pier, 
Brighton, by seven o’clock ; so for the last time we started “pulling up,” and 
I really think this proved the best turn of all, as we had a jolly great ling, some 
silver whiting, half a dozen very big pouts, and thirty more congers ; the last of 


all, and on almost the last hook, being a regular Jim Smith, brim-full of fighting, 


as hard as nails, and 50Ib. in weight. For a minute or two he fairly took charge 
of the boat, but I soon got the mastery of him, and he found it impossible to 
come up to the call of time. Fortunately for us, the night though dark was 
mild, and theslight breeze right off the land, so the sea was fairly smooth. By 
half-past three we were under weigh for home, and had some trouble 
to stow the fish so as to keep our boat on an even keel. I could see 
Ben and his grand old father looking out for us on the beach, and 
though it was a dull, cold morning, there was soon a little crowd of the 
fishing fraternity to help us up with our boat and fish. I had them all sorted 
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out, and then counted carefully, and this was our catch :—9 large blue dogs, 
2 bull husses, 21 husses, 1 skate, 4 silver whiting, 16 pouts (all over 2lb.), 1 cod 
and 1 codling, 1 pollock, 1 ling, and 122 congers; the gross weight being cer- 
tainly over three-quarters of a ton ; and yet ninty-nine people out of a hundred 
say, “ What’s the use of going fishing at Brighton?” We know better, and for 
many years past have proved that from now till the end of November fine sport 
is to be had on the rocks off here, “ provided always,” as the lawyers say, you 
have good tackle, good bait, and the knowledge where to place your boat. 

A friend of mine has had fine sport this autumn both in Seaford Bay and 
on the “wreck” off Shoreham Harbour. Last week, while hauling up a very 
big “dog,” a shark followed it up ; my friend (Mr. J. Tompkins), seeing it, at 
once made the gogger fast to the end of a spare line, and planted the gogger 
fairly in the monster’s back ; away he went taking out all the line, and then 
they held on till the boat was dragged half-way round. When the strain came, 
the gaff came back with the hook straightened out, and the beast got off, unfor- 
tunately, much to Tompkins’s disgust. Give plenty of time to get all ready 
for you; for good bait is absolutely necessary to success. 








“MY ROD AND I.” 


ie 
My rod and I are ancient friends, 
Long years we’ve held together, 
Through Life’s bewild’ring odds and ends, 
And most in cloudy weather. 
And angler-like, both keen and true, 
In all good service ready, 
In blust’ring storm or cloudless blue 
Our friendship’s firm and steady. 


If. 

And oft my faithful rod and I 

Have tramped with silk and feather, 
When merry birds sang in the sky, 

By woodland and by heather. 
And when we part, as part we must, 

And lifelong friendship sever, 
Old Time may turn me into dust— 

Till then, we’re friends for ever. 

—T, E. PRITT. 
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THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Tur fifty-first anniversary supper, which commemorates the foundation of this 
prosperous society, took place in the spacious club-room at the Mona Hotel, Hen- 
rietta-street, Covent-garden, on Wednesday evening last, under the presidency 
of the esteemed treasurer, Mr. R. 8. Fennings, who was supported in the vice- 
chair by Dr. Coates. There was an unusually large gathering of members and 
their friends, the resources ofthe hostelry being taxed to the uttermost in pro- 
viding sufficient accommodation, and not only tevidencing the growing import- 
ance of the venerable club, but the energy and zeal of the honorary secretary, 
Mr. E. J. Walker. Amongst those present on the occasion were Mr. Henry 
Lee, F.L.S., F.G.S., Dr. Brunton, Messrs. A. Arter, J. L. Bird, R. C. Blundell, 
Reginald E. Booker, Francis Butler, W. H. Brougham, Edward Foreman, 
Thomas Gillatt, David Goodger, Graham Gordon, Henry Gray (librarian), 
Henry Harden, F. ©. Hatfield, J. Hill, Alfred Jardine, James, Lander, Francis 
H. Lemann, Thomas Ransom Sachs, Edwin T. Sachs, Tippatts, and E. J. 
Walker (hon. sec.) Thesupper, of which tripe is considered the stereotyped item, 
partook more of the character of a dinner, with its menu of soups, fish, entrées, 
and joints. On these occasions there is no formal list of toasts, and only those 
are given which are strictly connected with the club and the supper. Mr. B.S. 
Fennings, as the opening toast, gave “ The Health of the President ” (Mr. F. G. 
Pearce), referring in graceful terms as to his being the Father of the Society, 
and though unable to be amongst them that evening, he was with them in 


heart and spirit, and in possession of the same good wishes for 
the welfare and prosperity of the club. As an evidence of the 
respect in which Mr. Pearce is held, the whole company rose and 


responded to the toast in the most hearty and friendly manner. The next 
toast was “The Thames Angling Preservation Society,” which was proposed by 
Dr. Coates, who referred to the excellent work it did for the preservation of the 
fishery, and the great benefits the anglers derived therefrom, as he considered 
without its protection and usefulness, the river would soon become depleted of 
fish. He had great pleasure in uniting with the toast the name of their old 
friend, Mr. W. H. Brougham, to whom all anglers were indebted for his long 
and valuable services as the secretary of the Society. Mr. W. H. Brougham, in 
his reply, said that his friend, Dr. Coates, had so ably detailed the work of the 
Society, it left him very little to say, and he only hoped they all possessed the 
same feeling, at the same time assuring those present that his Society was always 
ready to do all it could for the benefit of anglers, and increasing and maintain- 
ing the stock of fish in the river. Then followed “ The Piscatorial Society,” 
which the Chairman introduced in his usual genial manner, and in referring to 
its successful position, observed it was never in a more satisfactory condition. 
The toast was responded to with great heartiness. The other toasts were 
“The Chairman,” “The Vice-Chairman,’ “The Press,” “The Visitors,” and 
“The Officers.” Great expressions of praise were accorded to Mr. E. J. 
Walker, for the earnest and energetic manner in which he carried out the 
duties of honorary secretary. The evening was principally devoted to har- 
mony, Mr. Mantell ably presiding at the pianoforte. There was some 
excellent vocal talent, and the evening, generally speaking, must be regarded 
as one of the most successful of all previous anniversaries, and the old Society, 
instead of degenerating, is increasing in strength and vitality. 
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EXTENSION OF THE ForTH SALMON ANGLING SEASON.—On Friday, Oct. 14th, 
the Clerk to the Forth District Fishery Board received intimation that the Secretary 
for Scotland had granted the petition of the Board for an extension of the salmon 
rod-fishing season to the 31st October, and a notification to that effect appeared in 
that day’s Gazette, The extension took effect this season, and gave anglers a 
fortnight’s good sport in the rivers, fish being plentiful and the water in capital 
order. 

A MAN or His Worp.—Saratoga bar-tender : Will you have a little Apollinaris 
water with yours, sir? Customer: Yes; I told my (hic) wife I was coming here 
to drink the waters, and I propose to (hic) keep my word.—New York Sun, 
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THE ROD FISHERS FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp HamitTon, M.D., F.L.S., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Sc. 


(Continued from page 228.) 


PART III. 
THE INSECTS WE SEE “ WHEN WE GO A-FISHING.” 


To every fiy-fisher this subject is one of great interest, as it is chiefly by the 
successful imitation of many of those beautiful and minute denizens of the air 
and water that he is enabled to capture his prey. The difficulty of making an 
identicalimitation of many of these is extremely great—indeed, it may be doubted 
if an exact copy of the prototype could ever be produced ; still, in some orders— 
the Neuroptera, for instance—an approximate similarity has been accomplished in 
the making of “ floating flies” by Mr. Frederic M. Halford, whose splendid work, 
so beautifully illustrated, should be in the hands of everyone who practises the 
art, be it dry fly-fishing or otherwise. There are also a great number of fancy 
flies made which are at times excellent lures, many of which have no natural 
similars, as far as we are aware of—for instance, most of the salmon flies and 
many trout flies. 

All fly-fishers know that trout and grayling will at times not only refuse 
the natural fly floating over them, and its artificial similar ; but will at once 
greedily take some fancy fly. Do they take it for some juicy morsel, or do they at 
times follow the example of their cousins, the salmon and sea-trout, and take flies 
which have none of the characters and colours of those usually found on the 
river? That trout do take all kinds of things into their mouths as they float 
over them there is no question. A remarkable instance occurred to us. We were 
watching some big trout at the tail of a mill-stream, and whilst doing so we 
lighted our pipe and threw the fusee into the water ; as it sank, a great trout 
(at least 3lb. in weight) at once took it into his mouth. He soon rejected it, 
but had there been a hook attached to the fusee the trout would have had a bad 
time of it. We were one day fishing on the Kennet ; there was a great rise of 
Pale Blue Dun, which the trout were taking eagerly. They would not look at the 
artificial similar, but at once, and greedily, took a small imitation of the March 
Brown (which was not on the water) ; and, without moving ten yards, we landed 
five brace of fish, most of which we had seen rising at the Blue Dun. 

To enumerate all the species gf the different orders and families would far 
exceed our limits ; we must therefore confine ourselves to those insects which are 
either born or live on the water, and those which are found on the reeds, flags, and 
bushes, &c., near to, or on the banks—in fact, those which in their various stages of 
life become food for fish. 

Insects, as most of us probably know, pass through, four metamorphoses, 
during their life, 

First—The Egg state, which is a non-active state ; 

Second—The Larva state. This term of Larva, from the Latin word signi- 
fying a mask, was given by Linnzeus, because he considered that the real insect 
when in this form was masked, and this name is also given to caterpillars, grubs, 
and maggots, which latter we anglers generally call “‘ gentils” or ‘ gentles,” a 
very ancient name. Tusser says— 

“ Rewerd not thy sheep when ye take off his cote 
With twitches and patches as brode as a grote ; 
Let not such ungentleness happen to thine, 
Least fly with her genti/s do make it to pine.” 


During this second state the larve are very voracious, cast their skins several 
times, and live for a long or short period—some only for a few days, others 
weeks, months, or even years. When they cease eating they generally fix them- 
selves in a secure place, their skin separates once more and discloses an oblong 
body, and they now enter the Third, or Pupa or Chrysalis state, which may 
be divided into two sections— 

(a) That which differs but slightly from the larva state, but which has a kind 
of rudimentary wing. Theseare not only extremely active, but very voracious, 
as the Dragon Flies, &c. 

(6) That which is motionless and quite inactive, often surrounded with a hard 
case, as the coccoon of chrysalis of butterflies, moths, &c. 

This state may continue, as said above, for long or short periods, and then the 
fourth or last state is entered—viz., the Jmago, or perfect state—when the 
rudimentary wings become perfect, and the insect is able to take flight, and 
carry out the process of reproduction, &c. The Hphemeride appear to be an 
exception, having a state (Swb-/mago) between the third and fourth. 

The different Orders of Insects which will come under our notice are— 


COleOpter@ est .ne- tae « Beetles, &c. 

Neuropterd.......+.+++ Neryed-winged, as Dragon Flies, May Flies, Duns. 

Trichoptera ......+++ Insects produced from Case-worms, Caddice, as the 
Phryganide. 

Orthopterd .......00605 Grasshoppers, &c. 

Hemiptera .....0rse0e Bugs, &e. 

Hymenoptera .......+. Bees, Wasps, Ants, &c. 

Dipper deyanvssaqiers- Two-winged Insects, House Flies, Gnats, &c. 

Lepidoptera ......+4- Moths, Butterflies, &c. 


Before describing the Coleoptera, which may be designated as “food for 
fishes,” let us draw attention to those insects which trout, as a rule, will 
not take, but which are very familiar to all who frequent the waterside. 

We all know those little black, metallic, shiny fellows which are constantly 
gyrating in pools where the water is somewhat quiescent, and which are known 
commonly by the name of Whirligigs ; the French call them Tourniquets, the 
scientific name being Gyrinus natator. They appear to be always arranging a 





TuHE Gyrinus NatvaTor. 


kind of skating quadrille, in and out and then round about, and again joining 
in the centre. Just make your presence known by disturbing their pastime 
with the top of your rod. Ho, presto! Where are they? Disappeared, for 
they are wonderful divers. Be careful, if you wish to examine them with your 
pocket glass—and they are worth examining—to have your hand gloved, and 


even then you will not like it, for they emit a most unpleasant odour not easily 
forgotten. You will find that they have the antennz very short ; the two forelegs 
long and stretching forwards, other legs short and broad ; the eyes are divided 
by horny processes, making one into two, ay it were. Theylivein the mud in 
winter, deposit their eggs on the leaves of aquatic plants, and feed on small 
aquatic insects. 


Tur GREAT WATER BEETLE (Dytiscus marginalis ; from the Greek word Dytes, 
a diver) 


Is another familiar object coming at times to the surface of the water to breathe. 
He is a regular cannibal with an enormous appetite, and will devour anything 
that comes in his way. It is generally supposed that the fish will not touch 
this beetle, but we are not so sure. At night they often leave the water and fly 





A. THE Larva, B. Tae Perrect Insect. 


about, and perhaps as they return to their usual element, when their aérial 
flight is over, as they touch the surface of the water they may be gobbled up 
by the great trout, who are lurking about in those hours of darkness. It is 
about 1+in. in length, of a dark olive colour. The throat and outer edge of the 
wing case has a yellow margin. There are numerous species, varying in size. 
Another very common object is 
THE WaTER BoaTMAN, OR Boat Fry (Noctonecta glaucus). Order, Hemiptera ; 
sub-order, Heteroptera. 

It, too, is a voracious eater, and is extremely partial to tadpoles, and also its 
own species. It has the peculiarity of always swimming on its back, using his 
hinder legs as oars, which have a very powerful propelling power. It is 





THE WATER BOATMAN., 


about half an inch in length, generally of a greenish tinge, but varies much in 
colour ; some being quite black. It very seldom flies, but it can do so, and very 
well. When diving it carries down a globule of air, for the purpose of respira- 
tion, in a hollow between the folded wings. One of this family (Corixa) is, 
however, often found in the stomachs of trout and grayling. 

In the still eddies of streams, as well as on quiet pools and slow-runningrivers 
and mill-heads, we constantly see that long-legged, brownish-looking, stick- 
like insect, 


Tun WateER Bue (Ranatra linearis). Order, Hemiptera. 


It seems to glide or skate, as it were, along the surface, and after three or 
four long slides comes to a full stop. It has two pairs of wings and three pairs 
of long legs. 





THE WaTeER Bua. 


In Gilbert White’s time it was supposed that this species was viviparous, and 
he gives a curious account of the mode of propagation ; but the eggs have long 
been known to entymologists, and are deposited, or rather inserted, into thestems 
of aquatic plants, usually the club rush, in which it is deeply imbedded by the 
long ovipositor of the insect as to be entirely hidden, the bristles alone projecting. 
These bristles, by preventing the edges of the plant stem from uniting, secure 
an exit for the larva when hatched (see White’s ‘‘ Selborne,” edited by J. E. 
Harting). The females of this insect are much larger than the males. 


(To be continued.) 








THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neok in “casting.” Made in their waterproof twoeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND SONS, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48, South Molton-street, W. 
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ABERDEENSHIRE RIVERS. 


By W. MURDOCH. 
AUTUMN SALMON ANGLING. 
HINTS—FLIES, BAITS, &C. 

(Continued from p. 226.) 
IF, after a night’s keen frost, the sun comes out in great splendour 
early in the morning, the best casts for the early riser, especially if 
he is a fly-fisher, are decidedly those that soonest catch the full 
strength of the light provided it is not straight in the face of the 
fish. These are the morning or “early in the day” casts; they 
should all be fished before any of the others are tried, and on a 
bright morning to put a bright fly over them shows the angler’s dis- 
cernment. My remarks apply with special point to autumn salmon 
angling on particularly “sunshiney” mornings,and certainly, though 
not to the same extent, on all sorts of mornings, only it has to be 
borne in mind that a fly suited to the circumstances must be selected. 
Let, however, that fly be ever so near the right thing in size and 
general appearance it may possibly not be accepted by the fish as on 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


properly. Sometimes to effect this a very long line will be required ; but in 
wadeable water it is always sound policy to begin with a short line. 

_ After making the cast, recover a little line to put the fly in position, then sink 
it well, and work round to the side, keeping all the time the point of the rod 
close to the water, and both line and rod true to the same angle. This method, 
if always practised, will insure the angler against the loss of many a fish, as there 
is then no slack line or “ bagging,” and consequently the communication between 
the fish and the fisher is instantaneous. 

Heavy autumn fish, as a rule, have no fancy for swift streams and the strong 
rush of water in the necks of pools; they are oftenest found in “casy ” water, 
and when the river is flooded they betake themselves to “quiet” places—the 
lower end of long deep flats, and eddies close to the bank outside the force of 
the current. Therefore, it stands to reason that on such occasions it is 
there that the angler will look for them, “if he has all his senses about him.” 

7 While all salmon anglers know that a fly which is the right size for one 

catch” may be too large or too small for another catch, and that it is of para- 
mount importance to hit on a size to suit the state of theriver, I would, in con- 
clusion, just remark that, having already named the best patterns and stated 
when (in order to tally with my own experience) it is best to use them, I lay 
great stress on anglers bearing in mind that on a very cold day, rough and 
stormy, larger flies should be used than on a calm warm day, even supposing on 
both days there should be no difference in the volume of water. And now only 





THE SILVER Popuam. 


many occasions they are dour and distant, and show no sign of livening up on 
the suitable fly crossing them the first time, yet after a rouser or much larger 
fly has played above.them, it is not unusual for them to come full bang at the 
first fly the second time it is presented. If necessary this expedient may be 
resorted to at any hour during the day (circumstances favouring), only to give ita 
fair chance, the cast or catch, if other anglers have been thrashing it severely, 
must receive a substantial rest before operations are commenced. It may here 
be as well to state that bright as the day is capable of being, if the river is 
swollen considerably and almost as dark as porter, the Silver Doctor plays 
seconds to such flies as the Improved Helmsdale, Silver Popham, Silver Grey, 
and Dusty Miller. Still, let that pass—the Silver Doctor and Blue Doctor are 
greatly superior to the others for all-round, bright-day, clear-water, salmon 
angling on the Aberdeenshire rivers. The Popham is a “Standard” on the Don, 
the Silver Popham on the Deveron, and the Killer on the Ugie and Ythan— 
they are severally the best at times, and under certain conditions, during bright 
weather. Every river has its best flies, at least so far as discovered ; but the 
grand “secret” is to know the best fly, and the best size of the best fly, always 
when one goes a-fishing. Knowing this, as also all the best water and how to 
fish it, the angler who perseveres is the likeliest to have the top record in the 
long run. 

Under certain conditions minnow is ‘fully as deadly as fly at this season 
of the year, and the reason for this is that the fish, even those newly ascended 
from the sea, are nearly all in a brood state, and, consequently, less lively 
and free in rising than the spring fish are. Fishing deep pays best, and it is 
those who persistently adhere to this method that usually secure most large fish 
during the “back-end.” The minnow, from its greater weight, sinks better than 
the fly, and this is what gives it the pull over its rival. In general, however, 
it will not in catches of no great depth and with only a fair streamy 
current prove the better killing lure, but it certainly is a tickler for 
“ potted ” fish, and when the river is jumping up and down it is strongly to be 
recommended as it takes, more effectively than anything else, toll of the 
runners bent on going past. All round, I dare say that the natural minnow is 
ahead of either the Phantom or the Devon ; but, on bright days, the Clear or 
the Gold Devon, and on blustering days, if the volume of water is very heavy, 
the Phantom—blue rather than brown—will show to superior advantage. The 
Phantom is always well worth a good trial when the river is in flood, no matter 
what kind the weather is, and it is also on such occasions that the large Dee flies, 
played deep in the water (where possible), gently and with long draws, show 
their well-known usefulness to greatest purpose. 

The Dodger is a desperate killer when there is much snow-water in the river 
Dee. It’s a gran’ sight to see the first swill of a huge fellow after he has 
gobbled a big fly. He gets a good mouthful, and once the hook is sent ©“ home” 
it holds so well that his chance of escape is small. For Dee if it is much 
swollen, the Yellow Eagle, Grey or White Eagle, Gordon, and the White 
Wing are the best flies. For Don the same flies, and sizes about ditto ; 3/0 to 
7/0 long-shank Limerick—the extent of flood, the nature of the weather, the time 
of the day, the angler to be guided by, in determining what particular pattern and 
size heshould use. It is frequently the angler’s fault (and undoubtedly itis much 
against his getting sport) to use far too small flies on rough cold days, and 
even more frequently is this the case when fishing in the evening—that is (in 
these Northern parts) after half-past five o’clock at this season. With a 
slasher of a large hook I would say go at the fish till it is quite dark, for 
the last half-hour of the October daylight is very very often the only lucky 
time. 

In order to avoid overcrowding, those anglers who fish free or nominally 
free fisheries should agree amongst themselves to divide the water as equally 
as possible. Overcrowding is most fatal to the maximum of sport being 
obtained. 

Cast the fly as straight down the water as possible ; but at the same time as 
far across as it is necessary to do in order to cover the whole of the catch 


THE DopGer. 


one word more. Have confidence, I say, in being able to catch fish, and persevere 
Confideuce goes hand in hand with success. If the water is so very limited 
that it needs “resting,” mest assuredly let it havea “rest” ; otherwise “ aye have 
yer line i’ th’ watter ; if it’s oot o’t ye'll no catch fush.” This advice was once 
given me by a worthy old fisherman, and I'll never forget it. 





BILL’S DAWG GOES FISHING. 


IT wasa calm autumn evening, with the twilight just deepening 
into the sombre shade of the early night. They were two enthu- 
siastic juvenile anglers ledgering for carp, as, rod in hand, they 
crouched opposite each other, one on each side of the narrow stream, 
and breathlessly awaitinga bite. One did get a bite; and this is 
how it came to pass. One of them possessed a dog, an inoffensive 
but crafty canine, who, just at present, under pretence of evincing 
his sympathies in his master’s piscatorial pursuit, had crept as close 
to himas he could, but, with an artful leer in his eye, was stealthily 
appropriating mouthfuls of the sweet, toothsome paste used for bait, and devour- 
ing it as silently as possible, so that the chop of his jaws shouldn’t give him 
away. The other youngster opposite just at this moment withdrew his line, 
puta fresh pellet of paste upon his hook, and then cast it (as he thought) back 
into the stream. Hardly had it reached its destination before he felt something 
seize it. ‘Bill,’ he yelled to'the other “ Bill,I have got a bite, and he’s a big ’un, 
too,’ and then Bill withdrew his tackle to give his pal more room to play 
his capture, and surrendered himself to the enjoyment of watching the game 
go on, and listening to the music of the winch as the monster ran the line away. 
And Bill’s dawg, too, in his joyous, artless sympathy, tore up and down the bank, 
uttering sharp yelps and happy barks, just as though he was as pleased as any of 
them to see a crafty old carp sucked in. After awhile this ceased, and the intel- 
ligence was wafted over the water : “Bill, he’s sulking now, and I can’t shift 
him,” and then Bill's dawg, as though ashamed of a rejoicing which might prove 
premature, had crouched whiningly at his master’s feet, and was howling most dis- 
mally, as an apparent'atonement for his former excessive jubilancy. And Bill patted 
his fonr-footed croney upon the head and otherwise caressed him affectionately, 
and then made a sudden discovery, for he yelled out, ‘ Oh, crikey! he’s been 
and swallowed Jemmy’s hook, and it’s right down to his tail,” and, adding in a 
threatening tone to his brother angler across the water, “ All right, Jemmy 
Tadger ; you wait till I get you out of school to-morrow morning, and see if I 
don’t make you feel snakes and scorpions for catching my dawg with your 
fishing-hook.” And whilst Bill was sitting down considering which end of the 
dog was the most probable one to afford him some clue as to the whereabouts of 
the swallowed hook, Jemmy Tadger wended his solitary way homeward, 

thinking, with a quaking heart, of the to-morrow’s meeting with his chum, and 

trying to guess the extent of the thrashing promised him. JOHNNY Cnar. 


ST LE 





Tue PRoposED ALTERATION OF THE THAMES By-LAws,—On Tuesday, as we 
announced last week, a meeting of gentlemen interested in the preservation of the 
Thames, convened by the Reading and District Angling Association, was held at 
the Great Western Hotel, Reading, to further consider the resolutions passed at a 
previous meeting in favour of the alteration of the Thames fence seasons. Mr. 
Hurley (Reading) presided, and Mr. Russell (Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Asso- 
ciation) occupied the vice-chair. Unfortunately, from various causes, the Oxford, 
Henley, Marlow, and Windsor associations were not represented, and, consequently, 
no final decision could be arrived at. Under these circumstances, it was unani- 
mously agreed, on the proposition of Mr. Arthur C, Butler (vice-president R,. and 
D.A.A.), seconded by Mr. Russell, that the views of the different associations on the 
points raised be ascertained by correspondence ; and Mr, F, Brown (hon, sec, of the 
R, and D,A.A.) was instructed to write accordingly, 
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ROACH-FISHING. 


AS the pursuit of this familiar and game little silvery denizen of our 
rivers and ponds seems to be increasing in popularity year by year, 
and although the subject is of such an every-day and well-known 
description as to make it almost impossible to invest it with any- 
thing of a novel character, still, a few remarks from an old roach- 
fisherman may prove acceptable to those who do not elect to stand 
in the front ranks of the roach-fishing fraternity. Roach-fishing is 
so delightfully easy, and providing the fish are there, and well on 
feed, a novice can mulct a swim of the smallest of its members as 
easily as an old angler. 

What delightful probabilities present themselves to the mind of the youthful 
roach angler as to tae ultimate result ef the next bob of his merry little 
float as it enticingly curtseys in the slight ripples on its journey down the 
swim! What visions of monstrosities in the roach line float through his 
fancy and keep his spirits high in the thermometer of human contentment, 
even in the face of the most disheartening evidence as to the non-feeding 
humour of the inhabitants of that mysterious watery world of which his know- 
ledge is so limited! Ihave never yet known an individual to get tired of catching 
fish. The modest gudgeon-fisher, even after a long day’s successful sport 
with those greedy little beings, will be just as keen at the end, and experi- 
ence as much disappointment when they leave off feeding as though he had 
been catching nothing—but expectation—all day long ; and with a roach-fisher- 
man just the same. The approach of evening may find him with a creel 
heavier than his most sanguine morning hopes could suggest, yet he leaves the 
pleasant scene of his day’s joyous labour with a reluctance which is only over- 
come by a compromise with his rebellious feelings in the shape of an inward 
promise to come again soon, and exist for another period in that state of 
angler delirium attendant on the fact of the fish feeding madly. Yet for all 
the foolish and sheepish nature with which the roach is popularly invested, 
there are times when even a good roach-fisherman has his work well before 
him to make a fair show at the end of his day’s labours ; for, like the rest 
of their more crafty and better-informed piscine brethren, they too have their 
intervals of erratic behaviour, and will either feed so fine as to hardly make 
any perceptible difference in the behaviour of the float, even in the calmest of 
water, or else bang it down time after time beneath the surface with a velo- 
city and apparent malignity as to threaten utter annihilation to your tackle, 
but which, fortunately, destroys only your patience. 

In selecting a roach swim in a river with a moderate stream, take that part 
which has a hard, sloping bottom of a light colour, and which inclines into a 
deep mud or clay bank on the opposite side ; see that it is near the shallows, and 
that the side on which you fish is fringed witha margin of leafy aquatic plants 
(avoid sedge and rushes) of about a yard in width, so that you can fish over and 
beyond the weeds. The parts of a river answering the above description are 
always to be found with a little patient research, and are those places where 
the banks are ona level with the water, which is greatly in the angler’s favour, as 
itenables him to sit low and nearly level with the surface of the stream, and 
he becomes a less conspicuous object than he would otherwise appear perched 
upon a high bank with a light sky behind him. The above is good during 
the warm months ; but during the colder ones the roach become more car- 
nivorous in their habits, and leaving the neighbourhood of weedland—with the 
vegetable and insect diet it affords them—frequent the deeper parts of the 
river, from whence a ground-baiting will bring them together to any selected 
swim of a favourable formation for feeding purposes. 

My own opinion and experience as to the capture of large roach in any num- 
bers is that it can only be done ledgering ; but as this style seems to be looked 
upon with a somewhat unfavourable eye by most roach-fishermen as being too 
tedious an undertaking, I will confine myself to that style (viz., swimming with 
a float) which seems to be the more favoured and generally accepted way. In 
fishing over a margin of weed you stand a better chance of taking large fish than 
when fishing ina clear space. In the first place, the fish do not see either your- 
self or your rod; and further, the larger fish of every specie make more 
attempts at cover and concealment than the smaller ones. In ground-baiting 
a swim, throw very little bait in, but use capping or cupping, as it is called— 
that is, every time you float down the swim puta small pellet of ground-bait 
one or two inches above the hook ; this will dissolve and drop off as it travels, 
and will bait the bottom in an exact line with your swim. If the fish appear 
to feed in that desultory fashion which they often do indulge in, squeeze the 
contents of a bloodworm’s body over the bait just before dropping. If they 
sometimes refuse white paste, use brown bread paste ; this is specially useful when 
you fish some general favourite swim, which has been ground-baited to such an 
extent by successive anglers that the fish have become so accustomed to the coarse 
diet of bran, that they will actually refuse the more delicate morsel of white 
paste which you offer them. Fish with a hair line in preference to any gut 
(however drawn or fine) ; use fine, thin hooks, and when baiting roll the pellet 
of paste between the finger and thumb, and pierce it with the hook till you just 
feel the point come through. Don’t swaddle the hook and shank in an un- 
couth-looking chunk of paste; but pay particular attention to the size of a 
roach’s mouth, and don’t confound it with the almost unnatural aperture with 
which a chub is blessed—in other words, don’t put too large a piece of paste 
upon the hook, for, although you can open aroach’s mouth to its fullest extent 
with your thumb and finger, these delicate-feeding fish will, in nine cases out of 
ten, leave a large bait for a small one (unless feeding ravenously), and do not, 
as arule, take articles of diet which require the expansionof their gills to such 
an extent as to suggest that their mouths have been prised open by main force. 
I think the following is the best paste you can possibly use in roach-fishing. I 
give it word for word from a very old volume on fishing: ‘Knead your flour 
and water well together, then wash it in a large quantity of water, such asa 
pailful, working it well in a mass without dividing it, until all the fine parts 
of the flour are completely washed away. This may be known by its ceasing 
to whiten the water. What remains will be the pure gluten of the wheat, 
and so viscous as to resemble bird-lime. Take a little vermilion in 
fine powder, and rub the whole well together on a slab with a muller, 
if such a convenience be at hand, otherwise with a spatula, or 
broad, flat knife on a plate, until they be thoroughly incorporated, Ob- 
serve that a very little vermilion—say, about the size of a large marrow- 
fat pea—will give a proper tint toa cupful of gluten. This paste will not be 
affected by the water, and may be preserved for a considerable time (many 
weeks) if kept immersed in cold water ; if left exposed to the air it dries rapidly. 
When taken out for use it should be put into a wet rag.” 

The above paste is, when properly made, an exact imitation of salmon’s roe, and 
at a short distance can hardly be recognised from it, and I feel convinced that 
anyone who uses this will hardly ever go back to the old bread paste. Now 
for the ground-bait, which is of far more importance than the paste itself, fcr 
the first principle of all angling (bottem-fishing) is to attract the fish in numbers 


to the spot you are fishing, not to sit down, put your line into the water, and 
wait for the off-chance of a hungry one casually coming by. That's not angling ; 
if you want a take of fish you must work for them. Select your swim, and 
patiently ground-bait it to gather the fish around, then try your baits, and if 
they reject one, try another, and another still, and so run through the catalogue 
of paste, gentles, bloods, wasp-grubs, &c., till you find out what they will take, 
and as a last resource give them a house fly, sunk, and if they still refuse that— 
well, things look decidedly bad, and the only thing to do is to rest for an hour 
or so, and try later on whether they have recovered their appetites. If you 
smoke whilst fishing, carefully keep the taint of tobacco from the bait. I have 
before now repeatedly seen roach-fishermen sitting, rod in hand, patiently hour 
after hour, pathetically bewailing their lack of sport—not even had a nibble ; and 
yet, cuddled between their finger and thumb, the stem and bowl actually reeking 
with nicotine, was a short, black pipe (wooden or otherwise), and with this very 
finger and thumb they would roll their pellets previous to placing them upon 
the hook. 

The following is a splendid ground-bait, and is the same as I have described 
for carp-fishing, only not made quite so stiff: Mix sufficient bran and bread 
(using only enough bread to insure binding) to make a ball about the size of 
your two fists, and into this, while making it, work half a penny packet of 
Thorley’s food for cattle. The magnetic power of this aromatic compound is 
surprising, especially for roach, bream, and carp ; and if, with this ground-bait, 
fine tackle, and a fairly-selected swim you experience a blank, why, you may 
console yourself with the knowledge that the blame, if any, rested, not with 
yourself, but your piscine opponents’ appetites ; or, to turn the words of an old 
and familiar proverb, ‘“ That the angler proposed, but the fish were indisposed.” 

JOHNNY CHAT. 





SOME ELECTRICAL FISHES. 


A LECTURE on “ Electrical Fishes” was delivered at the Royal Institution in 
May last, by Dr. Burdon Sanderson, who has had the opportunity of studying 
the physiology of the “ torpedo” fish during a recent visit to the shores of the 
Bay of Biscay. With a view of making his subject more interesting, the 
lecturer not only gave the results of his research, but also compared the physio- 
logical structure of the torpedo (Torpedo vulgaris) with those of Malapterwrus 
electricus and Gymnotus electricus, whilst the Zoological Society had placed a fine 
living specimen of the latter fish at his disposal during the evening. It was 
with a fish of the latter type that Faraday experimented, and found that the 
strongest shocks were obtained by touching the fish simultaneously at the head 
and tail, whilst scarcely any effect was observed on touching each side at the 
same distance from the extremities. He calculated that at each medium dis- 
charge the animal emitted as great a force as the highest charge of a Leyden 
battery of fifteen jars, exposing 3,500 square inches of coated surface. The 
Gymnotus, or electrical eel, is common in the tributaries of the Orinoco, and is 
generally captured by causing the fish to expend their shocks upon horses driven 
into the stream, until exhausted, when they become an easy prey. The elec- 
trical organs form more than half the body, and consist of four batteries, two 
on each side, one above the other, the uppermost or dorsal being the larger. 
These batteries consist of a series of parallel piles placed horizontally in a direc- 
tion from head to tail, each layer consisting of protoplasm upon the 
upper and nerve upon the lower surface, and these are again sub- 
divided by transverse sections. In the Malapterurus, a genus of 
fishes of the family Siluride, the whole animal is clad in a tegument of 
dense tissue, which in this case constitutes the electric organ and is connected 
with the nervous system by one large nerve. It is remarkable that the natives 
on the Congo use the same word for the name of both this fish and the telegraph. 
The torpedo, which is allied to the skate, and varieties of which are found in 
the Mediterranean, Atlantic, and Indian seas, differs from both of the former in 
possessing a special brain, or rather a special lobe of the brain, termed the 
“electrical lobe,” which is situated behind the cerebellum and has control over 
the electric organs of this fish. These organs are divided by means of a number 
of vertical columns, about 500 in an ordinary specimen of the torpedo, although 
in the case of one caught off the coast of the United States, 5ft. in length and 
12 stone in weight, 1,000 of these columns were observed. The divisions between 
the columns are again subdivided into compartments presenting a honeycomb 
appearance, and to each of these compartments five nerves are attached, so that 
in a médium-sized fish some 12,000 nerves are employed in the electric organs. 
Dr. Sanderson gave a very elaborate description of the arrangement of the 
nervous system in the torpedo, showing how the large nerves pass along the 
vertical columns, sending out branches to each of the cells on either side, the 
nerve invariably passing along the lower side of the cell wall. Throughout the 
lecture Dr. Sanderson illustrated his remarks by photographed sections .of the 
parts under discussion thrown upon a screen ; but at this stage some very fine 
microscopical slides were projected, the results of the lecturer’s recent work. 
These slides not only illustrated the general arrangement of the nerves, but 
descending into further detail showed that the principal nerves were sheathed, 
whilst the smaller ramifications were not, whilst at the end of the nerve 
there was no complex structure observable, but. a simple termination. 
Having thus brought before his audience the least technical of his 
observations, Dr. Sanderson proceeded to discuss the origin and use of the 
electric organs in fishes. In most cases the initial development of the electric 
organs is similar to the development of muscle ; but in the Malapterurus it is not 
the muscular system which is transformed, but the skin, glands, and other 
parts connected with the skin. The lectirer raised the question as to why 
fishes had been provided with such a weapon of attack or defence. In the case 
of the torpedo, has the torpedo degenerated into the skate through not making 
use of its electrical organs, or is the skate the original form of the torpedo ? 
Both hypotheses seem unstable, as it hardly seems probable that a fish would 
cease to make use of such a useful adjunct as electricity in procuring food, or 
that it should by any circumstances develop an organ of which there is no sign 
in the original, although some naturalists assert that in the tail of the skate 


there is a development which may allow of such a possibility. Dr. Sanderson, - 


however, thinks it quite as probable that the electric organ should be formed 
from the muscular system as the muscle formed from the electric organ, and 
prefers to consider that they have both their origin ina simpler element. If 
such be the case, by what steps have these organs progressed in their develop- 
ment from the original matter? The lecturer expressed an opinion that most 
probably an answer would be found to this question in an exhaustive 
microscopic examination of the nerve. Looking at it from the physio- 
logical side, the only difference between the muscles and the electric 
organs is, that one is supplied with motor nerves, the other with 
electro-motor nerves. Another remarkable fact recently observed by Dr. 
Sanderson, to which he drew attention, is that two kinds of shocks are ex- 
perienced in experimenting with electrical fish. Thus, when a fish is suddenly 
touched or attacked, a sharp explosive shock is felt, but the more normal effect 
is a prolonged series of smaller shocks of inferior intensity, The lecturer 
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made this point very apparent to his audience by touching the specimen of 
Gymnotus present simultaneously at the head and tail with two wires connected 
with an electro-magnet, when the shocks delivered were made perceptible by 
the movement of a paper lever, the shadow of which was thrown upon the 
screen. The chairman was even more favourably situated, as he was enabled, 
by means of a telephone, to hear the distinct shocks produced. Dr. Sanderson 
also gave the results of a series of experiments conducted with regard to the 
measurement of the period of time elapsing between the “ exhortation” of the 
fish and the delivery of its shock, and also concerning the duration of the shock. 
He found that after a sudden attack one-hundredth of a second elapsed before 
the primary single response to the exhortation was obtained, the discharge 
reached its maximum power one-five-hundredth of a minute after its commence- 
ment, and had a duration of about one-fourth of a second. On continued 
irritation a number of small shocks were received, recurring at intervals of about 
one-fiftieth of a second. 








NOES: 


THE American Angler has reprinted the capital article on “ Shade-Fishing,” by 
our Hon. Chaplain, which we published last month. 
& se cy o 

Two salmon affected by Suprolegnia jferax have been observed in the Tweed 
in the St. Boswell’s district. ‘This is an unusually early period in the season 
for the disease to make its appearance. 

s ® r * % 

Herr Max v. d. Borne informs us that one day last week, when emptying 
one of his fish-breeding ponds, he found sixteen hundred and fifty black bass, 
which will all be able to spawn in 1888. He says he finds the black bass become 
lethargic, like carp, in winter. 

& Es % % 

Many anglers who fish the Arrow and Lugg will hear with regret of the 
death of Mr. J. W. Minns, of Crewe. Some of our earliest fishing excursions 
were to the lovely river Arrow thirty years ago in company with Mr. Minns, 
who every year visited his old friends at Eardisland. For many years he fought, 
in a cheerful, courageous manner against that wearying disease, phthisis, to 
which he has just succumbed. Among his angling friends, and, indeed, by all 
who knew him, Mr. Minns was greatly esteemed and respected, He had a 
eneering word for all. 

a % & % 

Mr. J. Byart, of the Dundass Arms, Kintbury, Berkshire, whose house is close 
to some first-rate fishing, has, after a long series of applications, obtained per- 
mission for visitors to his hotel to fish in the adjacent water. The absolute 
right is retained, but sanction is granted by arrangement. 

& & & 3 

Angling societies and hotel proprietors are sometimes in want of cases of fish 
for ornamenting their walls. We regret to hear from Mr, James Lark (one of 
the founders of the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society), who writes to us from 30, 
Guildford-road, Greenwich, that circumstances compel him, much against his 
will, to dispose of his three cases of fish—viz., “ The 1511b. pike mentioned by 
Mr. Brougham in his ‘ Broad Story,’ a 741b. carp from Fritton Lake, anda 34lb. 
perch from St. Bennet’s Abbey.” If anyone is in want of such specimens as 
these, we hope they wili communicate with Mr. Lark. 

% % se se % 

We have again to record a serious affray between salmon poachers and water- 
bailiffs. Since the close time for salmon net-fishing commenced, a great deal 
of poaching has taken place on the Scotch rivers. At Berwick-on-Tweed some 
men actually took away a boat belonging to a ship for the purpose of salmon 
poaching ; but the bailiffs surprised them, and seized their nets. A few days 
later five or six fishermen of Spittal attempted to net for salmon near the 
mouth of the Tweed. While some of them were in a coble and some on the 
shore, seven bailiffs made their appearance, and it is alleged that shots were 
fired by them, probably with some truth, as a bullet has since been extracted 
from the coble. On the poachers landing, a serious fight took place, the poachers 
using oars, stones, and pieces of wood, the bailiffs doing their best with their 
batons. Several of the combatants were severely injured. The poachers got 
away, but were all identified, and some of them have been prosecuted ; but the 
cases have been adjourned to allow of summonses being taken out against the 
water-bailiffs for unlawfully using firearms. 

; % & & & % 

If any of our readers are paying a late visit to the seaside, they will prob- 
ably be well repaid their trouble if they go in for a little deep-sea-fishing. 
The best time for this sport is at night ; and that’s the rub, for it is not every- 
one who has the constitution to pass from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. in an open boat, 
twenty miles out at sea, with a good old nor’-easter blowing. Fishermen who 
gain their living by catching fish are to the nature born; but even they find 
an enormous mass of clothing necessary to keep themselves from being perished 
with cold. _Yes, if we go to Rome, we must do as the Romans ; and if we go 
out sea-fishing in autumn, we cannot do better than so far flatter the sturdy 
fellows who let us share with them the perils of a night on the sea as to 
imitate, with a few slight modifications, the garb which they have adopted—the 
outcome of centuries of experience. 

= = s % % 

The stout, loose-fitting blue jersey, the quarter-inch-thick pea-jacket, the sou’- 
wester—noble invention !—and the oft-patched suit of oilers—all these are 
familiar to most men who have spent even so little as ten hours at the seaside 
for 3s. 6d. But fishermen’s hose are articles the appearance and peculiar pro- 
perties of which are not generally known or appreciated. Fishermen, especially 
those who go to the North Sea, have long found out the value of a free circula- 
tion, so they buy their boots about a size and a half too large ; they are thus 
able to tuck the bottoms of their trousers into their socks, and pull over all a 
mighty pair of closely-knitted stockings made of undressed wool—i.e., with the 
oil left in it—which reach well above the knee, and are made so large in the leg 
that they come over thick trousers very easily. Over all comes the big jack- 
boots, and the fisherman is in full evening dress. These invaluable stockings 
can only be bought at those marvellous seaside shops where they rig fishermen 
out with everything he is likely to require, from a whiting-hook to a mop. 

” La cs & 


“No marine fish thrives better, or so well, in fresh water as the grey mullet ; 
and as muddy estuaries are its natural and favourite resort, there can be little 
doubt that its cultivation in creeks inclosed for the purpose might be turned to 
very profitable account.” The quotation is taken from a little work by 
the Rev. E. W. L. Davies, which we hope will become very popular, 
issuing from the Leadenhall Press, and entitled “Our Sea Fish and Sea 
Food.” In the next edition we hope to see it enlarged, and with 
an Index and Table of Contents. The object of the book is a 
good one—“to create @ more widespread knowledge of the yalue and 
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importance of the British fisheries.” Mr. Davies is of the opinion that 
many of our creeks, estuaries, and broads which are now almost worthless 
might very advantageously be stocked, not only with grey mullet, but also with 
bass, soles, and flounders, all of which fish thrive in fresh water as well as salt. 
Ten years ago soles were sixpence the pound; now they are nearly four times 
that sum, as every housewife knows. More than half a century ago Mr. Arnold, 
an ichthyologist, living in Guernsey, found that he could rear soles in a small 
freshwater pond finer and thicker than those bred in the sea, 
a a oS % 

It is commonly believed in Scotland that all men have a right to angle on 
lochs having no outlet to the sea and containing only brown trout. It is very 
doubtful, according to the existing law, whether the public possess this right ; 
but it is highly prokable that certain individuals, and the inhabitants of certain 
villages, have acquired, by immemorial use and prescription, the right of fishing 
in the surrounding lochs. Just lately a Mr. Liot Bankes has shut up a brown- 
trout loch near Aultbea, in Ross-shire, and great is the indignation thereat. 
We understand that a Mr. P. C. Ross, aided by the Aultbea branch of the 
“Highland Land-law Reform Association,” is going to fight the lairds in a 
peaceful way. If, as is alleged, the loch has been fished in uninterruptedly from 
time immemorial by the people of Aultbea, we wish him every success, 

a * a as at 


We commend to English trout-anglers, who want big fish, the article on the 
Bann, which we publish this week. 
* * * * 


Johnny Chat’s story about Bill's Dawg “takes the cake” this week. His 
article on roach-fishing will also be appreciated, 


ET 


THE NEW DOUBLE-ACTION LIGHTNING SPINN3R. 


Or making new baits there is no end. The other day, Mr. Robert 
Humphries, of 52, Seymour-place, Bryanston-square, London, called 
to show us his new “ Double-Action Lightning Spinner.” We may 
Say at once that there is novelty about this bait—at least, we know 
none like it. It is made of copper, nickel-plated on one side, and 
left the natural colour on the other.. The double action is obtained 
by making the front half revolve one way, while the back half 
revolves the other way. These flat metal fish revolve on a German 
silver pin, so that there is no fear of the line kinking. The effect 
produced by the double spin is very good indeed, and most alluring 
to pike and other fish of prey in fresh and salt water. Mr. Hum- 
phries makes them in various sizes, from 14in. up to 4in., and as he 
offers to return the money if the bait is not approved of, all who 
like to see it will run no risk in sending him 3s. 6d. for one, The 
workmanship and materials are excellent. 











TROUT LIARS. 


THE San Francisco Breeder and Sportsman is responsible for the 
following :— 

“Chancing to dine with two veteran sportsmen the other evening, 
the conversation turned to trout-fishing, and one of the diners recited 
an indictment against those who go fishing for trout that seems too 
good to remain in the custody of one man. He said: 

“<The trout liar is the gem of all liars. He is the saddle-rock liar ; a moose 
among the antelopes ; Hyperion to a satyr ; he is the long-tailed comet among 
the quiet twinklers. All men cannot be trout liars. The trout liar must be 
born with a peculiar fitness for the task, and then he must be educated to it and 
devote himself to treat lies as a life-work. When David said in his haste, ‘ All 
men are liars,’ Saul and Abinadab, and Doeg the Edomite had probably just re- 
turned ‘from trout-fishing down along the brook in the Valley of Elah, and 
were telling what they had seen and what they had done, and David, as he list- 
ened to them murdering the unarmed truth, naturally supposed there was no 
more truth left in the hearts of men in all the world wide. The trout liar 
exceeds all other liars because the man who has done any amount of trout- 
fishing is, to a certain extent, a travelled man. It is his custom to sit on the 
verandah and tell his stories, crushing all competition and putting his feet on 
the neck of all striped bass and land-locked-salmon liars. If it happens that just 
as he has told his masterpiece ithe opposition trout liar comes in with a right 
bower, a genuine royal flush of a trout lie, the first liar is hurt to the heart ; he 
is dejected and sorrowful, and says not another word that night. But he draws 
new inspiration from defeat, and the very next place he goes to he appropriates 
the lie that paralysed him, and unblushingly claiming it as his own defiantly 
crushes down all pitiful competition with a crowning lie that only two 
days before crushed him. ‘There are several kinds of trout liars :— 
The liar of weights, who never catches more than half a dozen 
trout a day, but they can weigh anywhere from eight to ten pounds. 
Then there is the liar of numbers, who always catches so many dozens in an 
hour and twenty-eight minutes. And there is the liar of places, who knows 
hidden pools, dark and still, in the secret places of the rocks that are just boil- 
ing over with trout, and he takes you, under many oaths of secrecy, and by 
stealthy and circuitous routes, to these places, and you fish in them for eight 
mortal hours without a nibble. But you can never corner a trout liar, Arith- 
metic, facts, science, probabilities, precedent, general principles, and the eternal 
fitness of things may combine in overwhelming array to prove him the awfullest 
liar in England or America ; but it doesn’t disturb him. He lies on, calmly, 
confidently, enthusiastically, always locating the scene of his lies so far away he 
is pretty certain you will never go there. There are limits to human belief. 
You may believe what the candidate says on the stump ; you may believe what 
a man tells you in a horse trade ; you may believe the army liar, and you may 
believe the snake liar, but when a man takes his cigar from his lips and with a 
simple prefix of place and date starts in on a trout story, bar and bolt and lock 
and double-lock the gates of your belief when he gets to the mace. Don’t believe 
one solitary trout, though it weighs less than a pound. Under the shadow of 
the trout, truth dies ; and the man who fishes four days and hooks only one lone 
trout so small that he loses it in his empty basket, comes home the biggest liar 
of them all.’ ” 

SR SS Se 

THE SALMON OF THE SEASON.—The other day some fishermen on the coast of 
Berwickshire, on drawing a net which had been set illegally, obtained a monster 
salmon, 7llb, in weight. Thisy we believe, is one of the largest fish of the kind 
that has ever been caught, The salmon was sold in one of the principal Scottish 
markets, 
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deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. i 
They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
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wi SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
ithout above Mark 
Bese cat ane Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


Genuine. 

“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that LT ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0), This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since,and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
© “ T have used the ImproveD ‘AOME’ LiNE last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr. Cholmondcley-Penneli’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Sovely Manufactured by us, With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 240. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d, and 1s. 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 


IMPORTANT NEW DISCOVERY. 


The New Substitute for Silkworm Gut is at once finer and stronger than the finest Drawn Gut, and thus superior on THE most 
important poinis. The Invisible Annealed Steel Fibre is of a dull smoke colour, and is so malleable that it can be readily tied in knots, 
&c., without detracting from its weight-bearing capacity, which in the finest size (scarcely thicker than a human hair), is over 3lb. dead 
weight. This, with water and a pliant rod as sustaining mediums, is equivalent to a fish-bearing capacity of double the weight named. 
For every description of fishing it is found immeasurably superior to Gut (save for casts for dry-fly fishing). For Dropper Flies, 
however, it is good lure. Casts, Traces, and Whole-length Lines supplied without knots. Price 2d. per yard. 


FOSTER’S INVISIBLE DOUBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


“ JT find them, after a good trial, a decided advantage over the single hook.’—From the FisHineg GAazptre 
September, 1886. 


“My son has had first-rate sport with them.”—W, H. ALDAM, Hditor of “ Flies and Fly-Making.” 











Position of Hooks as Ontline when viewed 
seen from Wing from v } 2 g . 4 
Point ooo om game 2 when on Price—Rustless Hooks and Finest Gut, 3s. per dozen, Hyed Sea Trout sizes, 4s, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


Tr, 8 lied. Catalogues (Retail), 120 pages and_over 200 Illusirations—the largest issued in Great Britain, post free, 3 K 
Gate ee al ae 4 3 Wholesale Lists (to the Trade only), 2 ata pa: Poh: ee atamn 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.C, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 
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COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST ‘TH A the World Produces 
AT 3.5, A POUND. 


i Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at Is. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
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Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
Hon, W, HE. Gladstone, and 
many other prominent person- 
ages in this Country and 
Europe. 
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Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—SO, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BAiDSE, 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 

63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 85, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTS0UBNE 

GROVE, W.; S64, HIGH HOLBORN, W.¢c., LONDON. 


VENTILATION 





CREAT BRITAIN PATN2 9672 
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sOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY 


HAST LONDON RUBBER CO, 
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“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOI, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CsaSTING. , 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces, In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVisD Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make, 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.’’ on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 


FRANCIS FRANCIS, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 








SAWPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
ST. DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.0; 


- 








Ocr. 22, 1887. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


247 








CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C, 





IMPROVED PIKE SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S “DESIDERATUM.” FISHING BASKET. 


Regd. No. 25,692. 
FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE:DRIER. 
Regd. No. 38,511. 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET. 
Very light. 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 er! Putney, 
45 " paonerenteh 
50 Ff arnes, 

Add 55 of Kew. 
75 is Richmond, 
80 y Twickenham, 
85 4 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 


Saturday, October 22 eee 5.19 *e ose 5.43 
Sunday, ae 23 eee we 6.8 ose an 6,35 
Monday, - 24 eee sss 7.5 cee ose 7.39 
Tuesday, 7 25 Be ae 8.16 «se aes 8.58 
Wednesday, eas 26 LI epee 9.43 ie ede. 10.23 
Thursday, 7 27 eae see 10.59 aes eee 11.32 
Friday, feeb Ts oe teat 4 19640 Pee 12.0 


Qe River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card tothe 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The river is in the same unsatisfactory condition, with the water both low and 
bright, and in some portions there has been no employment for the fishermen ; and 
in other places, with the exception of the tideway, very few anglers have been out, 
and what has been done is of very little account. There cannot possibly be any 
good results until there has been a thorough change. There is an idea that the 
South-Western Railway Company intend filling-in the ponds between Teddington 
and Hampton Wick Stations, which are well known to contain large quantities of 
fish of every species, and it has even been suggested that the T.A.P.S. should apply 
for permission to net same for putting the fish in the river. Before, however, this 
suggestion was made, an application was made by the society for such permission, 
and with the following result: “ Very little more earth will be thrown into the 
pond at Teddington, so that whatever fish may be in the pond will remain undis- 
turbed.” The pond is let to Mr, Beale, who carefully preserves it, and in whose good 
hands it will still remain. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RICHMOND.—Christopher Brown, in one and a half days, 22lb. of roach and dace, 
Job Brain, in three days, 201b. and six barbel. Henry Howard, in two and a half 
days, 301b. George Platt, in two and a half days, 41lv. and one barbel. Mr. Black- 
man, of the Rose and Crown, in one and a half hours, a chub of 1b, 90z., one barbel, 
and some good roach, 

TWICKENHAM,.—T, Auger, in one day and two half days, thirteen dozen of roach 
and dace. J. Dibbin, in three days, 56lb. S. Cole, in three days, twenty-two dozen, 
George Coxen, in one day, 211b., and in three half days, fifteen dozen. John Coxen, 
one day with Mr. Underwood, a barbel of 61b. 80z., a jack of 2lb. (both caught with 
gentles), and 1931b, of roach and dace. R.Coxen,in one anda half days, 40lb. J. 
Coxen, jun., in the same time, 27lb. E, Finch, in two half days, eleven dozen. J, 
Frost, in one day, eleven dozen, one barbel, 8lb. 30z., on roach tackle, caught with 
bread. P. Hammerton, in three days, 40lb., and two bream. C. Hennessey, in one 
and a half days, 26lb, R. Moffatt, in two and a half days, twenty dozen. J. Spong 


in five days, forty-eight dozen and two barbel. H. Spiers, in three days, 60lb. F. 
Wiggins, in half a day, five and a half dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, twelve dozen of roach and dace ; 
and W. McBride, in one day, six dozen. Water still low and bright, plenty of fish, 
and good ones. 

Kineston.—John Johnson, sen., says :—“I have only been gudgeon-fishing one 
half day, and got three and a half dozen. A private boat the day previous took 
about the same quantity. John Johnson, jun., in one day, three dozen of roach up 
to 14lb. The water is so fine, and no stream, nothing but the finest tackle is of any 
use.” J. Wilkes, in one day, eight dozen of gudgeon ; J. Smith, during the week, 
about four dozen of roach and dace in the day ; a gentleman in a private boat, one 
day, three dozen and a few gudgeon ; another gentleman, in two days, thirteen dozen 
of gudgeon, 

SuRBITON.—J, Jeal, about five dozen of roach and dace in the day. 

Lone Ditrton.—A gentleman in a private boat, in one day, seven dozen of 
gudgeon. 

THAMES DiTToN.—R. Whatford, in one day, eight dozen of gudgeon; and in two 
other days, seven dozen of roach and a few gudgeon. 

HAMPTON CourtT,—The fishermen have not been out. 
five dozen of roach and dace and a few gudgeon. 

SunbBuRy.—Edward Clarke, in two days, fifteen brace of perch and eight dozen 
of roach and dace. 

WALTON.—John Hone, with Mr. Tudgey, in one day, 74lb, of bream and six 
te ; and another day, with Mr, Alderson, 174lb. of bream and some very fine 
roach, 

WEYBRIDGE.—H. Curr, one half day, with Mr. Bristowe, four jack ; and in three 
half days, with Mr. Peters, of Weybridge, eleven jack. 

CHERTSpY.—Mr., Wastell, with J. Poulter, in one day, two dozen of roach. 

Penton Hoox.—F, Collier, in one day, two and a half dozen of roach and 
four chub. 

STArNEs.—John Keene, jun., in six days, twenty-eight dozen of roach and dace, 
twenty-three barbel, nine chub, and five jack. 


A gentleman, in two days, 





UPPER THAMES. 


Tishing with success in the Thames just at present a “lost chord,” and I must 
advise intending riverside anglers to stay at home and mend their tackling until 
some week or more of heavy rain puts a push into the water and washes away the 
odorous and odious weeds. The stream is going at about 14 miles in 14 hours, or 
possibly less, as I have no patience to gauge such a sluggish staleossity. I have 
visited some dozen river stations during the past week, and have seen and studied 
some four dozen fishermen’s faces. Need I say but that they, as a rule, were 
lugubrious in the extreme at the lively prospect in front of them? Thursday night. 
—River stale and bright, no stream, all rotting weeds, fishing poor in the extreme. 
If an angler is fond of riverside scenery, with “figure and colour all its own,” let 
him come down just now and feast his eyes on a “thing of beauty,” unfortunately 
only evanescent, and not ‘a joy for ever.’—MARLOW Buzz, Oct. 20, 


Thames (Goring). 

Have only had one day since last report ; took some very good perch, and a jack 
4lb. Jack are coming ona little; but a good rain is wanted to send the weeds 
away.—JOHN RusH, Oct. 20, 

eats _ Thames (Windsor). 

Absence of rain is rendering the Thames autumn fishing almost a blank as regards 
the heavier class of fish. Gudgeon are still being taken in quantity, though the 
days are very short, leaving but little time for anglers when any distance has 
to be traversed to reach the swims, Mr. G. Wells and H. Barrett, out with Hoare, 
of Datchet, on the 14th inst,, had twelve dozen, and on the Surly Hall reach, on the 
15th inst., the same gentleman had fourteen and a quarter dozen. Jack-fishing has 
been tried by several anglers, but beyond three fish of 2lb., 4lb., and 6lb., taken by 
Lumsden, of Datchet, and one of 4lb. by Mr. A. Stevenson, of Windsor, none have 
come under my notice, though the prospects are extremely good, as many as ten 
fish of good size being seen in a small patch of weed, which could not be fished. 
Water, at time of writing, is dead low, and bank-fishing almost impossible owing to 
the weeds, which, though rotten, require a good push of water to move them off,— 
B, R. BAMBRIDGE, Oct, 19, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 
There is a great falling off in visitors, but a few locals have been out and asprink- 
ling of small pike have been taken. The best score for the week is a basket of 89 
roach and some good perch,—THOMAS ForD, 


Chichester. 

From all parts I hear of wantof rain and scarcity of water. Brooks and streams 
had received a little benefit from the showers of some weeks since, but are now in 
many instances low, and in many parts dry. Chichester Canal is sinking daily, and 
the water from the basin culverts has ceased flowing. Weeds abound, necessitating 
dragging out fresh swims, A few roach and bream have been taken during the 
week, and a brace of small pike, the largest 44lb. The tidal waters of the rivers are 
affording the best sport, but harbour fishing is profitless, the water being much too 
bright. I hear of a good night’s sea-fishing at Brighton, where Mr. Fry took a boat- 
load of conger, cod, whiting, &c. Weather this (Thursday) evening dull, but the 
mercury still keeps up.—_ GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Derwent (Ambergate). 


The weather of the past week has been favourable for piscatorial pursuits, and 
many anglers have availed themselves of the opportunity of following the gentle 
art, but their success has been of a varied character. The Derwent is again at a 
very low ebb, and the general complaint is scarcity of water. The best takes with 
the fly have only reached from three to five brace of grayling, taken principally 
with the Whirling Blue Dun and Little Pale Blue Don. There has also been a few 
taken by maggot-fishing in the streams, The barometer remains high and firm, 
and with north-westerly winds. There is no appearance of rain at present,— 
AMBER Don, Oct. 20th. 

Dove and its Tributaries. . 

Grayling continue to give sport. We hear of some heavy fish being taken by a 
guest at the Walton a fortnight ago; four brace of grayling fell to one rod (with 
fly), which weighed 12lb.—a fine dish of fish truly, An extra brace of less fish 
scaling $lb, brought up the day’s take to five brace of the united weight of 12}1b.— 
a good dayin truth. Mr. Prince, of the Walton, is our informant. Two rods out 
on Thursday last, and again on Saturday, on the club water. Mr. Rocester took, on 
the former day, 11 brace ; whilst 13} brace was the united yield on that following. 
These were taken with the Grey Palmer and Whirling Blue Dun. The frosty nights 
and clear days we have been having of late are bringing the grayling well on the 
rise. Many other decent bags have been made, some finding the small Coachman 
killing ; whilst in other instances the Red Lag has proved useful. Weather to-day 
is cloudy, with a S.W. wind, which, with a Yankee prophecy, promises rain,— 
Foster Bros., Ashbourne. : 

Eden (Carlisle). 


In spite of the low state of the river, the record of sport is better this week than 
last. The fact is that fish will push up the river at this time of year if itis possible, 
and though the streams look very shallow, there is generally a deep run or two 
through which all but the heaviest fish can make way. But a good spate is very 
much needed, and it will be too late for the anglersif we do not get it soon, of which 
there is as yet no sign. On Thursday, 13th, Mr. Walter Hough and Mr, K. Hough 
had each one in the Crosby water. Mr, Russell had a 26-pounder, and Major Howie 
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one of 231b. in the Warwick Hall water. On the 14th the three brothers Hough had 
four at Crosby, and Joseph Fox one in the Association water. On the 15th Mr. R. H. 
Hodgson’s gardener killed twoat Crosby, and Archdeacon Prescott one above Wetheral 
On the 16th James Bell landed two below Carlisle. On the 17th Mr. Joseph Davidson 
had one 201b., Mr. T. Warwick one 231b., and Mr. T. Beck one 221b. below Carlisle ; 
and the Archdeacon one at Wetheral, On the 18th the last named gentleman killed 
another, and Mr. T. Beck one 23lb. Wednesday was a grand salmon day, but I 
cannot hear of any fish being landed, though several were hooked and lost,—SILVER 


GREY, 
Esk (Whitby). 


The water is now in splendid fishing order, and large numbers of anglers are 
daily on the banks of the river Esk fly-fishing for salmon and salmon-trout. No 
details have yet come to hand, but some exceedingly good sport has been obtained, 
the following being among the most successful :—Captain Donsdale, Captain Hay, 
Mr. G. Ley, Mr. Levy, Mr. Calvert, Mr. J. Stewart, Mr. I’, W. Donkin, Mr, Keighley, 
Mr. Williamson, and Mr, Readman.—J. J, J. 


Esk (Cumberland). 

This river during the past week has continued low, and sport has, consequently, 
been much interfered with. Generally at this period a large number of salmon are 
taken ; but unless a flood comes speedily the season will not be the success antici- 
pated. Several good fish have been captured in the Canonbie water. At Byreburn- 
foot, Mr. Walter Irving, Priorhill, landed a fine salmon of 211b., and Mr, W. Armstrong 
Rowanburn, has killed a fish weighing 165lb. In the Willow Pool, Mr. D. Edgar, 
Rowanburn, had a salmon of 6lb.; and in the Long Pool, Mr, Haigh, Priorbank, 
captured one weighing 7lb. In the Langholm waters, and in the upper reaches of 
the river takes have been very small, and but few fish have been killed in the Long- 
town waters. The bed of the river has become very foul, and a flood is much needed 
to cleanse it. The river continues to be very fairly stocked with salmon, but they 
will not take in the present condition of the water. Below Longtown, Mr. Slater, 
Carlisle, on Tuesday landed a salmon of 181b., and a grilse of 531b. at Linefoot Pool ; 
and on Wednesday Dr. McLachlan, Longtown, had a grilse 6lb. i 


Idle (Notts). 

Of late Gainsborough anglers have, among others, betaken themselves to this 
stream, and are said to have met with good success, Now we hear them singing its 
praises loudly, suggesting that it is one of the best streamsin the district. This is re- 
garded by natives as quite a compliment, but some I hear are rather touched by 
certain hints of collusion with poachers that have been lately thrown out. A 
number of keepers, Mr. Foljambe’s to wit, would prefer that the poachers should be 
pointed out in future, as they are somewhat jealous of their reputations. The cold 
weather of last week somewhat checked the sport in this river, but, notwithstand- 
ing, several good pike were taken about Mattersey. This week weather is milder; 
but up to the present I hear of nothing above 6lb. Grayling have left the shallows 
a Gamston, but are found in the deeper water below, and accessible to worm.—h., 

ct, 20. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—There are large quantities of fish being brought in daily, such as 
congers, whiting pout, codling, &c. The weather being fine, anyone fond of deep- 
sea fishing can have some first-class sport with the conger, which fish vary in size 
from 15lb. to 401b, each ; or with the whiting pout and codling, varying in size 
from 11b. to 4lb. each. Some capital sport may be had with rod and line from the 
jetty, which place is noted for rod and line fishing, the jetty extending some dist- 
ance into the Bristol Channel. A few herrings are being brought in by the drift- 
boats, and the trawling skiffs have brought upsome good catches of fish from the 
bay. Weather fine.—H, ComER, Oct. 20, 


Lake District. 


The weather still continues dry, and the lakes and rivers are again becoming ex- 
ceedingly low. There is now but little angling, and, for want of water, all kinds 
of fish are stationary. To-day I have been along the whole chain of lakes, anda 
deadness seems to have fallen upon the waters. In the rivers the sea-fish are mostly 
in isolated pools ; but an examination of the “redds” reveal as yet no trout. At 
the Waiste, on the Kent, the following takes of morts and sprods have been had : 
Messrs. J. Whitehead, four and one ; 8. McGowan, six and four ; J. Cumer, three ; O. 
Bleaze, three, two, and four; H. Beach, seven; and H. Mann, three and four, A 
good many nice salmon have been taken on the mid-reaches of the Annan during 
the past week, including two fish of 16lb. each, and one of 201b. <A friend or two 
on the Eden have sent the fish to me, and some nice takes have been had of salmon, 
ranging from 81b to 201b, A rise in the rivers would make the close of the salmon 
season a most successful one, as great numbers of fish are ready to run.— 


EPHEMERA, 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in better order now than it has been for some time, and the fish are 
on the feed ; there have been some nice perch taken with red worms from the Forty 
Guinea water. The roach arenot on much; there have been but few taken,—W. 


COWELL, Oct, 20. 
Lea (Tottenham). 


Jack and roach fishers have met with little success this week ; the fish being 
evidently off feed. The river still keeps very low, and a push of water is sadly 
wanted. When willit come? It seems now, near the end of October, as far off as 
ever. With the fly good sport may be had. One fly-fisher on Monday fishing for a 
short time in the morning, captured two dozen and three dace, To-day (Thursday) 
there has been a splendid rise of fly, anda corresponding good rise of fish. I suc- 
ceeded in taking over two dozen roach and dace, several of them being really good 
fish HACKLES RED, 

Leicester, 

Rain is badly wanted to improve the condition of thei streams in all parts of 
Leicestershire just now. Not long since it looked as if winter has commenced in 
earnest at an exceptionally early date; but a most welcome change has taken place 
in the weather this week from that of an unpleasant cold atmosphere to bright 
autumnal days. Anglers have not been slow to avail themselves of the opportunity 
of a day with the finny tribes. In the Leicester waters the sport has been of a most 
satisfactory character, considerably above what is generally expected at this period 
of the year. Mr. Rylott, who baits several of the best swims in the home waters 
daily, has been taking some splendid chub, roach, and perch. A number of the 
heaviest chub were over 3lb.,and among a basket of perch was a brace scaling 
2lb. 60z., whilst several fine lots of roach fell to this persevering angler’s skill, 
Messrs. Watson and Ryde also had some heavy takes of roach, the largest in Mr. 
Watson’s creel weighing 34lb, Several other members of the L, A. 8, also obtained 
plenty of sport among the roach, chub, and perch. Fishing at the district resorts in 
this locality, judging from the reports to hand, show angling to be quiet. Late on 
Thursday evening, I was shown a couple of brace of fine pike taken by Mr. Hardy, 
the well-known secretary of the Leicester Society, from some waters a few miles 
from the town, Weather on Thursday night mild and clear,—ALERT, 


Lune. 


The river is not in good form, being much too small and clear. There have been 
no floods, only a few small freshets ; hence few fish have got up. Anglers are gener- 
ally idle, and only a few salmon are landed. Above Hornby, Sir Henry Manisty 
had a fine fish, and Mr, Howarth, of Hornby, one 201b, At Lancaster, Mr, T. Vince 
had three on Monday, 151b., 15lb., and 6lb.; Mr, H. Livesay had one on Monday, 
191b, (with Swiveltail bait), and also one 10lb. on Tuesday. ‘To-day (Wednesday) he 
was broken by a heavy, wild fish, and also lost a second by the wire of the treble 
hooks, which was extremely soft, bending straight, The wind has gone to S.W,, 80 
most likely we shall haye rain and more sport, 


Oct. 22, 1887. 


Ordnance Fishery (Sewardstone). 

The late frosts have to some extent rotted the weeds 2nd rushes here, and although 
the water is somewhat low, a few fine fish have been taken, Mr. Hollingbury 
(Ponder’s End) had on one afternoon two fine pike of 41b. 100z. and 8lb. 20z., taken 
with live-bait snap tackle; he also had the misfortune to lose a pike of at least 
12lb., being but slightly hooked; also on another afternoon four small jack 
(returned). Mr. Bennett had two jack of about 2lb. each. Mr, Auburn had some 
fine perch, largest 1lb. Another angler had about four dozen roach and gudgeon. 
Many other anglers had small takes of roach and dace. Anglers may obtain live 
bait for this water at the Railway Tavern, Ponder’s End.—J. B. 8. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The water is still very bright, and no signs of it being otherwise, which makes 
sport very slack, Several rods have been at work without success, and I am afraid 
nothing will be done as long as the water keeps asit is, Jack are seen moving from 
the weeds in a great many places, which make them very shy, and will not feed. 
The recent rains we have had have not changed the condition of the water in the 
least. Prospects bad.—H,. Rout. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The cold weather has now set in, and I fear we shall not hear of many more big 
takes, To-day I saw a solitary angler with his waders on plying the fly near 
the English Bridge ford ; but I only saw him capture a few very small fish, Pike- 
fishing is not very brisk, and the only one I have heard of was a three-pounder, 
taken on Wednesday last by Mr. Perkins at Monkmoor with the live bait, On 
Friday, the same gentleman took forty good-sized rough fish, and also landed a IIb. 
perch, in grand condition, with ared worm. I have not heard whether any gentlemen 
has undertaken the rearing of the large number of young trout mentioned at the 
Severn Board of Conservators last week ; but I hope some one will accept that offer, 
and in a year or two our river will be well worth visiting; at least, that is as 
soon as small-meshed nets are abolished.— PISCATOR. 


Taw (North Devon), : 

Since my last, the rain and snow-broth rose the water just six inches, and the gen- 
tlemen who went out got on well; one got six peel with the minnow, others two 
and three. The Taw through the summer haying had more water than the sister 
stream, I was glad to hear had risen a little. Thereare many summonses out against 
the net men, and should any cases be tried this week I will send you a report from 
the newspapers.—RUSTY GAME, Oct, 21. 


Tees (Croft). : ; 

Salmon-fishing is almost at a standstill here again, owing to the river being so” 
low and bright, and only one or two of the more enthusiastic anglers may be seen 
diligently trying for fish during the declining days of this season. The captures, 
as far as I have been able to learn, since my last report are: On Thursday, Mr. J. 
Oliver, fishing Newbus water at Hurworth, two fish, 18} and 4lb.; Mr. R. Brown 
one of 45lb. On Saturday, Mr. C. Gillam, one of 53lb. On Tuesday, Mr. 8. Hann 
of Sunderland, had one of 4lb, Weare in much need of a big flood to bring up the 
hundreds of salmon which are said to be kept back by Dinsdale dam, a disastrous 
obstruction for anglers in the higher reaches. I shall be glad to hear somethi g 
more of the Lune fishers,—G. J, SNAITH, Oct, 20, 


Trent (Gainsborough). 

Last week we had bitter cold days and frosty nights. None of our anglers would 
face the chilly north winds, preferring the fire-side to the river-side. Monday, how- 
ever, was bright and pleasant, and tempted forth a few piscators. These chose the 
Chesterfield canal and river Idle rather than the Trent, which is just now disturbed 
by unusually large tides. Pike-fishing was the order of the day, anda few small 
fish fell to the spoon. One gentleman, spinning an artificial minnow, 
hooked a monster, which, however, ran round a stake and broke away. A dish of 
five roach, weighing 341b., largest fish 1540z., was shown at the headquarters of the 
Neptune Angling Club on Monday ; they were taken by one of the members with 
maggot. Three locals were out after pike on Wednesday. The day was everything 
that could be desired—not so the sport, natural and artificial baits being tried in 


vain. Roach and dace are now taking the maggot freely ; but they must be sought » 


for in the deep holes and during the middle of the day.—_ FRANK THORPE, Oct, 20. 
Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 


The ‘snow has all cleared away, and the river is now in good order,—BORDERER. 


Witham. 

There has been an improvement in the angling this week on the Witham and the 
drains in connection therewith. The weather has turned mild again, and generally 
it has been very fine. The water is of a better colour, and last week’s frosts have 
done good. A fair quantity of pike of decent size are reported to have been taken 
both from the river and from the other waters. No heavy weights have yet been 
landed ; but from the river one of 33lb. amongst others was taken at Southery the 
other day ; whilst another of 4lb. was landed at Barton-lane end on the Forsdyke. 
Most days have produced good baskets of pike on the drains below Spalding, which 
are said to be full of good-sized fish, along with “monsters,” as the natives call 
them, running up to 14lb. orso. Chub continue to be taken from the holes in the 
Upper Witham, the best fish of last week being one of 3lb.—L., Oct. 20. 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

Notwithstanding the grand condition these rivers have been in during the past 
week, sport has been very poor, the fish not rising at all freely, the best take in the 
district being six brace of nice grayling killed on the Darley Dale Ciub water by a 
local hand, From the Wye and Chatsworth waters I hear very poor sport has been 
the rule. The Matlock Club waters have been considerably patronised, the fish 
killed averaging one or two brace per rod. Weather fine, and water in grand con- 
dition, The best killing flies are the Silver Dun, Claret Bumble, and small Black 
Gnat, 





FISHING AND FISH CULTURE IN NEW ZEALAND. 


Mr. JAS WILKIE, hon. sec. of the Otago Acclimatisation Society, 
sends us the Twenty-First Annual Report for the year ending Dec. 31, 
1886, from which we are very glad to see that the great work of 
propagating trout and distributing them to various rivers is being 
carried on as energetically as ever, 

The revenue for the year was derived mainly from the sale of 
angling licenses, close upon 500 having been issued. Of these 69 
were boys’ licenses, showing that year by year the sport of 
angling is finding more favour among the rising generation in New 
Zealand. 

The Council has renewed its grant to the Otago Anglers’ Associa- 
tion of a gold medal for the encouragement of fly-fishing, pure and 
simple. In future the medal will be open for competition to all 
taking out the Society’s angling licenses. 








Old lady (to grocer’s boy): Don’t you know, boy, that it is very rude to whistle 
when servinga lady? Boy: That’s what Mr. Jones toldmetodo, mum, Old lady: 
Told you to whistle? Boy: Yes’m. He said if ever we sold you anything we'd 
have to whistle for the money. ‘ 





Oct. 22, 1887: 


SCOTCH NOTES. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE.—With beautiful weather, abundant water, and other favourable 
conditions, anglers are having a fine time on the Nith, Annan, and their tributaries. 
The Cairn and Cluden are the popular rendezvous for Dumfriesians, for there excel- 
lent sport may be relied upon. Reports from the Annan district are qualified, 
Some gentlemen complain that since the expiry of the net-fishing season their 
expectations have not been confirmed ; but, of course, that depends upon the nature 
of the expectations. We cannot vie with the Esk—or at least, with reports from 
the Esk—but in the Langholm district combination among true and intelligent 
sportsmen have secured boons which we in Annandale and Nithdale pray for in 
vain, On Monday, Mr. Jas. Bonner, with a medium grey salmon fly, hooked 9 fine 
171b. salmon above Annan Bridge, and Mr, H. Boyd lost a big fish after having it on 
for fifteen minutes. The reports concerning catches of finny monsters at the Caul 
back (Dumfries) will not be so numerous in future. It was an open secret that 
these lifted out of the pools were not hooked in a legitimate manner, In fact, fish 
have been seen in the shopkeepers’ windows bearing those familiar marks which 
exasperate the sportsman, This week, General Johnston, the proprietor of the 
fishings, has had the pools staked in a manner that will make a terrible mess of the 
tackle if gaffing, dragging, or shackling is attempted. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—This river continues very low,and sport has consequently 
been much interfered with, Fish of good size and quality are present in large 
numbers ; but they cannot be induced to rise to the fly, the only hook now in use 
on the river. Takes have been small in the Langholm waters and upper reaches, 
Canonbie shows the best record, and but few fish have been killed in the Longtown 
district. In Canonbie the following anglers have been successful :—Mr. John 
Ascheroft, Loaning Head, a salmon of 6lb., in the Byre Carn water; Mr. Scott, 
Holmfoot, one, 1641b., in the Willow Pool; Mr. D. Edgar, Rowanburn, one of 121b. 
in the Cauldron Pool, and one 2641b. in the Willow Pool; Mr. Fairbairn, Woodslee 
Cottage, one 16}1b,, in the same place. In the Liddle Mr, R. Calout landed a nice 
fish of 13lb,; and Mr, J. H. Haigh, of Prior Bank, had a splendid salmon, 2821b. 
Below Longtown, Mr. Slater, of Carlisle, killed a salmon 18lb., and a grilse of 521b., 
both in the Lyne foot Pool ; and in the Roost Pool, Dr. McLanchlin, of Longtown, 
had a grilse of 6lb. Visitors are gradually leaving the district, as, in the absence of 
a big red flood, all hopes of making good baskets have departed—_GtLonn TRorrmr, 

Spey.—Although the boisterous nature of the weather retarded angling consider- 
ably within the past ten days, still it was prosecuted with a commendable amount 
of vigour ; that was, of course, principally owing to the fact that the salmon and 
trout angling closed on Saturday, the 15th. Such was the case, and although the 
sport of several parties was not very encouraging, still, as a whole, the closing 
season was fair. On Saturday many parties were out, but I did not hear of particu- 
larly good sport. The following catches were reported :—On the Wester Elchies 
water, on Monday, Sir Archibald Smith had a grilse and a nice yellow trout ; while 
on the same water, on Tuesday, Mr. S. Smith killed a salmon of 221b. and one of 
10lb. Mr. John Dallas, keeper, on the Glengrant water, had a nice salmon on 
Monday of 18lb. On the Aberlour House water, on the same date, Mr. John 
M’Kenzie, fisherman, had a salmon of 17lb. On Thursday, on the same water, 
Mr, Leslie Findlay had a grilse of 7lb., while Mr. Law, Scotsman office, 
Edinburgh, had a grilse of 41b, weight. On the 15th, Mr. A, Edward, jun., 
of Craigellochie, had two beauties on the Haster Elchies water, weighing 20lb. each, 
During the whole angling season on the Spey, at no time has the sport been equal 
to former years, and many sportsmen who have this year fished the Spey for the first 
time have been very much discouraged from the meagre sport obtained. This river, 
like the majority of Scotch streams, suffered greatly owing to the droughty nature 
of the weather. Owing to the netting at the mouth of the river, it requires a good 
flow of water to allow of fish getting up, and this opportunity was denied them even 
in thespring. Very few fish indeed were successful in getting past the nets, The 
only chance was during the Sabbath, but even then the flow of water was not suffi- 
cient toinduce them, The season has been very backward, and the sport only fair, 
The tributaries also were lacking in sport. Most notable among the tributaries are 
the Avon and the Fiddovh, The former is private water belonging to Sir George 
MePherson Grant, and a pass has to be obtained ere fishing is allowed. The Fiddoch, 
as I have already noted, is one of the very best trouting streams in Scotland. One 
gentleman took somewhere between 300 and 400 trout, weighing about 1801b., in ten 
days, from the l'iddoch.— ANGLER, 











OCTOBER PICTURES, 
The pumpkin pie is yellow, 
The buckwheat cake is brown, 
The farmer's grey neck whiskers 
Are full of thistle down. 


The leaves are crisp and russet, 
The sumac’s blazing red, 
The butternut descending 
Is cracked upon your head. 


The rabbit is cavorting 
Along the gloomy slope, 
The shot-gun of the sportsman 
Eliminates his lope. 


The butterfly’s departed, 
Likewise the belted bee, 
The small boy in the orchard 

Is up the apple tree. 


The county fair is blooming, 
The circus is no more, 

And on the polished brass dogs 
We make the hickory roar, 


The trees wear lovely colours 
In beautiful excess ; 

All nature seems to rustle 
Just like a new silk dress, 


The sausage soon will ripen, 
The pop-corn soon will pop, 
And Christmas things enliven 
The window of the shop, 
Sing hi! for merry autumn, 
Sing ho! for autumn gay, 
Whose pretty pot-pie squirrels 
Among the branches play. 


For now no merry bluebird 
Upon the rose-tree toots, 
And autumn, golden autumn, 
Serenely up and scoots, 
—R. K. M., in Harper's Bazaar, 
SS 





A suRE proof that the past has been a poor season on the Tay is the fact that the 
net fishings in the Tay, which belong to the city of Perth, were let on Friday for 
next year, and £705 was obtained, as against £1,089 for the last season, The fish- 
ings of Lord Wemyss were also let, the aggregate rents being £1,673 as against 
£2,236 for the season of 1837, Rod-fishing on the same river closed last week after 
& very bad season, 
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FOOD AND DIGESTION OF FISHES. 


THE following article, by Dr. P. Pancritius, is from the Bulletin 
of the U.S. Fish Commission, and originally appeared in the Report 
of the Fishery Association of the Provinces of East and West 
Prussia, being translated for the Bulletin from the German by 
Herman Jacobson :— 

At the request of the Fishery Association of East and West Prussia, I com- 
menced a series of anatomical and physiological observations of the alimentary 
canal and the digestion of our fish, which will not be finished for some time, 
but concerning which Iam able to make a preliminary report. Any experi- 
ments in feeding made on the basis of my results will of course have to be 
made only in suitably arranged ponds, as in the narrow tanks at my disposal 
the fish live under too unnatural conditions to draw definite conclusions as. to 
the influence of food and the increase of size and weight. 

_ The alimentary canal of fish begins in the mouth, which is more or less fur- 
nished with teeth, to which is joined a wide throat with folds running length- 
wise. The throat leads into a cylindrical tube, sometimes straight and some- 
times more or less twisted, which opens at the anus. In the lampreys’ the 
entire alimentary canal is of an even cylindrical form and entirely straight ; 
in some fish it is somewhat twisted, but no distinction can be recognised 
between the stomach and the intestinal canal, while in other fish the stomach 
may be easily recognised as bag-like, or at least as a considerably widened por- 
tion of that canal. A microscopic examination of the mucous membrane, which 
lines the entire alimentary canal, shows that ina large group of fish, to which, 
among the rest, the carp belong, the stomach is wanting, so that the intestinal 
canal commences at the throat. It is a characteristic feature of the stomach 
of fish as well as of warm-blooded animals, that its mucous membrane possesses 
pepsin glands. These glands secrete a ferment (pepsin) which, together with a 
free acid produced by the glands of the mucous membrane, digests albuminous 
matter ; that is to say, dissolves it and makes it fit to be received in the organism 
of fish. The pepsin of fish is distinguished from that of the mammals by the 
circumstance that, even at a temperature far below 59deg. Fahr., it possesses 
an intensely digestive power, which is considerably increased by raising the 
temperature to 104deg. Fahr., while it is entirely destroyed if the temperature 
is lowered to 32deg. Fahr. In fish which possess a stomach the mucous mem- 
brane of the entire intestinal canal connected with it shows no digestive 
faculties, but serves only to absorb the albuminous matter dissolved by the 
gastric juice. The gall secreted from the liver, however, goes into the intes- 
tinal canal, as well as does a juice secreted by the pancreas and the appendages 
of the cecum. Both the pancreas and the appendages of the cecum are want- 
ing in many fish. The appendages referred to, which, in varying number, are 
attached to the front part of the intestinal canal (3 in the perch, 19 to 150 in 
the salmonoids, and upwards of 200 in the mackerel), are often connected into 
a glandular mass by a loose tissue. 

The gall-bladder does not digest albuminous matter, but contains a so-called 
“diastatic ” ferment which transforms soaked starch to sugar, and thus renders 
it fit to be received in the organism. The liquids secreted by the pancreas and 
the appendages of the cecum react in a neutral or alkalic manner, digest 
albumen, and, toa limited extent, possess the faculy of transforming soaked 
starch to sugar. Like the gall-bladder, they also possess the faculty of changing 
fatty substances to an emulsion, and thus preparing them for absorption by the 
intestinal canal. 

Matters are very different in those fish which haye no stomach—for instance, 
in the carp and bleak. Here the entire intestinal canal, from the throat to the 
anus (though to a much greater extent in the front than in the back part), 
secretes a liquid which, in its effect, resembles that secreted by the pancreas, 
and which, therefore, digests both albuminous matter and soaked starch, as well 
as fatty substances. These fish have no appendages to the cecum, but the liver 
pours a considerable quantity of gall into the intestinal canal, immediately back 
of the throat. These fish, therefore, are capable of digesting albuminous 
matter, carbohydrates, and fatty substances. 

Tt is well-known that fish do not masticate their food, as the teeth of predatory 
fish serve only to take hold of and to retain food. Even in those fish which 
possess strong teeth, worms and the larve of insects are only squeezed somewhat. 
Nor do fish envelop their food in saliva while in the mouth, as is done by 
mammals, as fish have no salivary glands, 

Although the food, therefore, reaches the alimentary canal without any pre- 
paration favouring digestion, the alimentary canal, in the majority of fish, is 
comparatively short ; while in the cat, for instance, it is three times ‘the length 
of the body, in man six times, in the horse twelve times, and in the goat even 
twenty-six times. We find that, according to numerous measurements, the 
proportion of the length of the body and the length of the alimentary canal is, 
in the pike, hake, whiting, and tench, as 1 : 1 ; in the bass, perch, and eel it is 
as 3:2; in the crucian carp as 2:3; and in the wels as 11:8. Only in a few 
species of fish does the length of the alimentary canal exceed that of the body 
to any great extent. A notable example is the lumpfish (Cyclopterus lwmpus) 


s pA Baltic, whose alimentary canal is from six to ten times as long as the 
ody. 

The rapidity of digestion depends very much on the quantity of food taken 
at one time. Small quantities are, of course, digested quicker than large ones. 
If a pike swallows a fish half its own size, so that in the beginning the tail pro- 
trudes from the mouth, the head is of course digested very soon ; but gradually 
there is some delay,as the digestive liquids are only secreted in limited quantity, 
and the dissolved substances can be absorbed only gradually. Pike are not 
suitable for making observations relative to the time occupied by digestion, as 
they are in the habit of throwing up very soon some of the prey which they 
have swallowed; but I have made experiments with perch and hake which 
were fed on worms. 

A number of perch, measuring each about Gin. in length, which had been 
kept on very short rations for some time previous, were fed on worms, which 
they swallowed so greedily that their bag-like stomachs were filled to their 
utmost capacity. Ina perch killed two hours later the food was found only 
in the stomach, the gastric juices reacting in a strongly acid manner. After 
eight or ten hours a portion of the worms had reached the front part of the 
intestinal canal ; but even after twenty-four hours the stomach was still very 
full, while at the end of the intestinal canal balls of feces were already form- 
ing ; after sixty or seventy hours the stomach was empty ; and after one 
hundred and ten hours the front and middle parts of the intestinal canal had 
likewise become empty, and only at the end of the canal were there feeces, and 
digestion might therefore be considered as finished. 

In hake, which had been well fed with worms, they evenly filled the intes- 
tinal canal from the throat to the anus after twelve or fifteen hours ; but 
owing to the stronger secretion of gastric juice in the front of the intestinal 
canal they had better digested there than in the lower part. This explains the 
observation that half-digested particles of food frequently protrude from the 
anus of fish, and from it the conclusion may be drawn that if fish are to be fed 
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with the view to fatten them, it is better to give them moderate quantities of 
food at frequent intervals, than to give them large quantities at longer 
intervals. 

The carp-like fish are frequently termed herbivorous fish, in contradistinction 
to predacious fish. This term, as I have been taught by numerous investiga- 
tions, is entirely erroneous. While young fish of all kinds examined by me 
were found to have eaten small crustaceans and infusorians, the intestinal 
canal of all fish of the carp kind measuring more than a finger’s length, always 
contained at all seasons larvee of gnats, dragon-flies, day-flies, beetles, &c. Large 
quantities of plants (green alge) I found regularly only in the intestinal canal 
of Chondrostoma nasus; but it remains to be examined whether the alge or 
the large quantities of infusorians and other diminutive animals adhering to 
them, form the principal food of the fish. 

Uncooked starch flour was nct digested by any of the fish which I examined. 
Even when, after being stirred with water, it was injected into the intestinal 
canal and remained there for days, the extracts of the digestive liquids pro- 
duced in different ways did not in the slightest change it; but when it was 
boiled or roasted it was easily changed to sugar, and thus rendered soluble. It 
is therefore evident that of the seeds of some grasses growing in the water, and 
the young shoots of some aquatic plants which are occasionally found in the 
intestinal canal of carp, and of the grains of wheat, &c., which I discovered in 
some, and which Prof. Fric found in large quantities in the stomach of young 
salmon, it was not the starch which was digested, but the small quantity of 
albumen, fat, and sugar contained in them. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their’ Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 





é ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly delegate meeting took place at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, 
on Monday evening, Oct. 17, The chair was taken by the President, Mr. P. Geen, 
There was a large attendance, the representatives from exactly fifty clubs being 
present. The minutes of the delegate meeting of Sept. 19 having been read and 
confirmed, it was proposed, seconded, and carried unanimously that the enrolment 
of two new societies—the Clissold and the Rifle—be confirmed. Mr. Murphy was 
desirous of information, on behalf of the Renting and Preservation Committee, as 
to where the notice boards defining the various boundaries on the river Stort as set 
forth in several leases granted to the Association, might be placed. The President 
was able to give this information, and the preservation of a great part of the Stort 
will shortly be taken in hand. A committee was required to take the place of Mr. 
G. H. Field, who has been obliged to retire on account of ill-health, and Mr, Hotham 
was elected. ‘Two scrutineers were next asked for to examine the accounts of the Cen 
tral Association, in order to ascertain the amount of their lability towards the main- 
tenance of the Fisheries Society’s waters. Mr. Murphy (Good Intent) and Mr, Parker 
(Gresham) was appointed. Three auditors, to audit our own accounts, were found, 
in Mr, Parker (Gresham), Mr. Thorling (St. John’s), Mr. Piggott (Rising Sun), Mr. 
Manning reported he had been on bailiff’s duty Sept. 11th, from Broxbourne to Ware ; 
he had in three different instances found men fishing — non-clubmen—with undersized 
perch in their possession, and had returned them to the water. On Oct. 9 he had taken 
Broxbourne to Ponder’s End, found a man with an under-sized chub, which was put 
back again, Mr. W. High, on Oct. 16th, had been from Broxbourne to Ware, and 
gave a humorous description of his journey. A certain club fishing a match in one 
portion of the water, and who had complained a short time back of never seeing a 
bailiff on the Lea, will perhaps now say they had too much bailiff, as they were 
overhauled twice, if not three times, during the day. The secretary produced a 
bank-runner which had been impounded. The owner, pleading ignorance, was let 
off with a caution. Mr. Piggott (Rising Sun) brought forward his notice of motion 
as to sizes of fish allowed to be taken in all waters rented by the Association, and 
his proposition was carried : “That no fish shall be taken from any waters rented 
by this Association of less than the following sizes (then follow the sizes as printed 
on the instruction card), the point being that all the waters of the Association shall 
be subject to the same rule as the Thames and the Lea. The following clubs 
answered to the roll-call: — Angler’s Pride, Bostonian, Bermondsey Brothers, 
Brunswick Piscatorials, City of London, Convivial, Clapton, Cambridge Friendly, 
Cobden, Crown and Buckland, Duke of Norfolk, Dalston, Good Intent, Globe, 
Gresham, Greenwich, Hastern Piscatorials, Hoxton Brothers, Izaak Walton, Inde- 
pendent Brothers, Little Independent, North-Eastern, Mildmay, Prince of Wales, 
Peckham Brothers, Prince Arthur, Ponder’s End, Queen’s Royal George, Rodney, 
Rising Sun, South Hornsey, St. John’s, St. Andrew’s, Sundial, South Hackney, Stoke 
Newington, St. George’s, West Ham Brothers, Waltonians, Westbourne Park, 
Wellington, Walworth Waltonians, Hagle, Gladstone, Great Eastern Railway, 
Sociable Brothers, Rifle, Holloway, Hammersmith United.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

ra ! if pees BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

e next meeting o e committee will take pl ri yening, Oc 
Rey Sa ea ee e place on Friday evening, Oct, 28th, 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On October 16th, Mr. R. Atchison presiding, the weighing-in was indifferent, 
although a fair average of members were out, Mr. R. Atchison’s latest novelty being 
a chub trout weight 1lb. 100z. The fish was evidently a chub, but had sports on 
fins, jowl, &c., identical with those of a trout. Mr, A. Young had three nice perch. 
The secretary was absent at the weekly meeting on Wednesday ; particulars of same 
will be recorded per next.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

i BURNABY PISCAFORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in fish:—Mr. R. Marshail, roach and dac2; Mr. 
J. Hands, roach and dace; Mr. Ansell, dace. The next return visit (Western Dis- 
trict) takes place at our club-house on Noy, 2nd.—C. H. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above have been having fair sport during the last few times 
of going out, the principal successful members being Messrs. Ducker and Brown, 
getting some nice roach, some scaling 1lb. 30z. and 1lb. 20z. apiece, the day’s takes 
averaging 18lb. down to 101b. a day, Mr. Dutton, jack and bream, largest jack 12lb. 
Best day's take of bream, 18lb. 40z., our energetic member, Mr. Avis, giving good 
account of the barbel, the heaviest fish scaling 51b. 20z.; also showing up well with 
some nice rudd, Messrs. Lewell and Coombes showing us what they could do among 
thedace, bringing up some good shows. Messrs. Avis and Alcock fished a match on the 
16th, Mr, Alcock winning after an exciting test of skill between the two, resulting 
in victory by an excess of 2lb. only. The members are requested to attend our 
quarterly night on the 26th. Notice of motion: Boxing-day and concert night, to 
decide arrangements; and the Ghurney Testimonial Fund.—_W. DUTTON, sec. 

rie BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. - 

The next visit of the 8S. L. United will be to the Brunswick, at the King John’s 
Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road, the date of which will be announced next 
week. On Friday, the 14th inst., Mr. James Smith presiding, Mr. 8. Bryan as vice- 
president, the final arrangements were made for the match at Ware on the 16th. 
Twelve members turned out for this competition, but although the water and weather 
seemed favourable, the first prize only was taken, G. Salisbury being the lucky one 
with a matter of two roach. As half a pound of fish was necessary to take a prize 
several brothers failed to reach even that small weight. Messrs, H. Bryan, s. 
Bryan, 8. Smith, A. J. Bryant, and W,. Robbing had small shows on the 15th and 
16th,—J. DEPLIDGE, hon, sec, a —_ 








CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair ; general business transacted, and one new member elected, The catches were 
so unimportant as not to be worth recording. Some “ breaks away ” were reported, 
as usual, by the proverbial “ large fish.” Iam sorry to state that the Lea remains 
in a most disgraceful state. Our member, Sir Guyer Hunter, has been apprised of 
the fact, and I hear that Major Flower, of the Lea Conservancy, has been down to 
personally inspect the dreadful state of the river. Our local papers are also ‘up in 
arms” again on the matter ; but, judging from past experience, I have no great 
faith in even the success of those who are now working for the abolition of the 
sewage poisoning. I sincerely wish I may be wrong in my surmise. Our chairman 
suggested an excelient idea : it was that the members of our society, having works 
on (angling especially) interesting and instructive matters should either present 
same to the society or lend them to the society, so that a library could be acquired 
for the use of our members. He kindly presented a well-bound edition of 
Cholmondeley-Pennell’s “ Modern Practical Angler ” ; other members promised to do 
likewise. Our smoking concert will be held at head quarters, the Downs Hotel, 
Downs-road, Clapton, on Monday, 31st inst., at 8.30, I can promise an enjoyable 
evening, equalling any of our past successful concerts. The certificate awarded 
Mr. C. L. Tidbury by the Royal Humane Society, for his gallant and successful rescue 
from drowning of a youth, was handed round for inspection, and Mr, Tidbury was 
warmly congratulated by our members. There will be a committee meeting at 7.30 
on the 31st (prior to the smoking concert), at which I hope all members will attend. 
A cordial vote of thanks to our chairman closed a pleasant evening.—HENRY 


Howse, hon, sec. 
CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 20, the peg-down match fished for at Bourne End by the 
members of this club was concluded, with the following result :—First prize, Mr. E. 
H. Birch; second prize, Mr. J. W. Morgan; the third prize was not taken. 
On arriving at headquarters, supper was provided by our worthy host and treasurer, 
to which good justice was done. After the removal of the cloth a pleasant evening 
was spent, the chair being filled by our worthy chairman, Mr. G. A. Duke, he being 
faced by Mr. L. B. Bertram in the vice-chair, The following gentlemen contributed 
during the evening :—Messrs. Baker, Downing, Self, Bertram, Duke, Birch, and 
Hodges. The evening closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman, vice- 
chairman, and host. Mr. G. A. Boughton weighed-in on Tuesday one jack, 21b. 100z., 
and one roach, 9}0z., from the river Thames.—ALFRED H. EVANS, sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The remaining four prizes of the Rickmansworth match were fished for on the 
9th, when the following were successful :—Mr. Maxwell, taking the third prize 
with 2lb. 8toz., dace; Mr. F. Barrett, fourth, 2lb. 3}0z., jack ; Mr. Severn, fifth, 
1lb. 830z., roach ; and Mr. Newbon, sixth, 14$0z., roach. Several of our members 
were out on the 16th inst., when some good fish were weighed-in. Mr. Lang- 
ton, roach, 1lb, 5}0z.; Mr. Maxwell, roach, 2lb, 6}0z,; Mr. A. Barrett, dace, 
1lb. 2402. ; Mr. F. Barrett, jack, 41b. 4foz.; Mr. F, Stone, one chub, 2lb. 240z., and 
8lb. 150z. of roach from the Kennet. Our next meeting night will be on Wednesday 
next, when I hope to see a good muster present.—H. PALMmR, sec. 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). : 

At the usual fortnightly meeting of the society on Tuesday last, it was arranged 
that Mr. Dyer's prize for perch, and Mr, Frith’s prize for jack would be competed for 
on the 23rd inst.—H. T. ELDER, hon. sec. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual meeting on Tuesday, after the routine business, Mr. Norman was 
called upon. and proposed the recession of the resolution arrived at last week to 
have a further competition for the four prizes still on hand. Mr. Gardiner seconded, 
and a warm discussion ensued, there being a very full meeting. Dr. Brunton and 
others urged that the proposed drawing was not worthy of the Gresham, and woald 
not promote angling interests. On the vote being taken the numbers were 
equal when the chairman gave his casting vote against the proposition, 
After considerable further discussion as to the time when the competition 
should take place, in which Messrs. Ghurney, Murphy, and other visitors took part, 
the month of March was generally considered the most suitable. Arrangements 
were then made for the smoking concert of Tuesday next, the 25th inst., at 8 p.m., 
when visitors are cordially invited. Mr. Gardiner, who has undertaken the affair, 
is very sanguine as to its success, and it is hoped that members will prove their 
interest in his efforts by their attendance in large and appreciative numbers. The 
recent meetings of the society have greatly encouraged those members who threw 
themselves into the work of its revival, their efforts having resulted in a large 
amount of success. Several papers on interesting angling topics are in hand, and 
preparations are in course foc many pleasant evenings during the winter. After 
the usual compliments to the chairman the meeting separated.—G. C. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The only members that weighed-in fish on the 16th inst. were the following :— 
Messrs, De Perran, chub, roach, and dace, 101b. 93oz. ; Lumby, roach, 3lb. 100z. ; 
Henrie, roach ; and Green, roach. There was also a fair show on Tuesday— 
Bee Chapman, roach; Lumby, roach; Ellens, roach; and Watson, roach.—C. B, 

UMBY. 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was only one show of fish given here on the 16th inst., and that was by Mr. 
R. Ford, roach, bream, and dace. Slanderous reports having been circulated as to 
the honour of Messrs. A. and W. Fish at different prize. contests, I beg to inform 
anglers of all societies that a unanimous vote of confidence in those gentlemen was 
passed at our quarterly meeting on Wednesday last. Anyone who wishes to chal- 
Bye the honour of those gentlemen is requested to write to the secretary—W. H. 

ENNER, 
HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of this club were out on the [6th inst., and weighed-in some 
splendid catches of roach and bream ; two jack were weighed-in by Mr. T. Thompson. 
Members are reminded that several prizes will be fished for on the 23rd inst., roam- 
ing.—PETER FAIR, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At the meeting held on Monday last there was a very good attendance, Mr. J, 
Taylor, the hon. treasurer, being the chairman. The minutes having been read and 
passed, two new members were elected. Mr, C. 8. Bantley presented a book to the 
library, the gift being duly acknowledged. A pleasant letter was read from the 
hon. treasurer of the Ghurney Testimonial Fund, which evoked general satisfaction 
from all present. Notice was given of a proposal to strengthen the committee by 
the addition of Mr. Geo. Ohlson, the resolution being favourably received. Since 
last meeting, accounts have come to hand of the fishing results of Messrs. Lodge, 
Simson, and Ohlson, the last-named gentleman having had on several occasions very 
satisfactory sport—pike and perch—whilst in Suffolk.—C. H. KENNETT, hon, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The three special prizes announced last week to be fished for in the Thames are 
to be competed for at Pangbourne on Oct. 30th. No competitor to leave. London 
before the morning of the competition ; no take under 80z. to weigh. Mr. N. Martin 
weighed-in roach from the Lea on Tuesday last ; Messrs. Butt, Mecham, and Good- 
wins weighed-in roach from the Thames on Wednesday.—H. B. 

KINGFISHER ANGLING SOCIETY, MANCHESTER. 

The first annual meeting of the above society was held at the Temperance Hotel 
Chapel-street, Salford, on Tuesday, the 4th inst., when there was a good attendance 
of members, The report and statement of accounts, which were of a satisfactory 
character, were adopted, and the following officers were appointed for the ensuing 
year :—President, Mr. Councillor Linsley ; vice-president, Mr. J. Clare ; treasurer, 
Mr. G. W. L. Greenhalgh ; secretary, Mr. B. J. Pickering ; auditor, Mr, W. L. Craw- 
ford ; committee, Messrs. Bullock and Vickers. At nine o'clock the members sat 
down to an excellent supper, which was evidently appreciated by all, and reflected 
great credit on the host.—B, J, PICKERING, hon. sec. 
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LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Tam happy to say that I am now much better, and hope to be about as usual in 
the course of a week. I most heartily thank the many members who called upon 
me from time to time for their sympathy and kindness. We shall fish our final 
competition for the season (ending with us at the end of October) on Thursday, the 
27th inst., in the Vyrnwy, at Lianymynech, going overnight. Last week’s com- 
petition there resulted in some grand takes, Mr. Chandler beating all records this 
year. To-day (19th October) 100 two-year-old trout, averaging over $lb. each, have 
been placed in Newsham Park Lake, They were a grand lot of fish, and were bred 
at Lord Derby’s hatchery, Knowsley, by Mr. Hayward, the fisherman, More are to 
follow.—. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

MATLOCK ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The annual meeting of the members of the above association, for the purpose of 
receiving the statement of accounts, was held on Thursday evening, under the pre- 
sidency of Mr. Thomas Tyack, The balance sheet showed that at the beginning of 
the year there was a deficiency of £28; but this had now been reduced to only 
£7 6s, 9d. The season generally indicated a marked improvement upon the pre- 
ceding years, the amount received for the sale of fishing tickets alone being upwards 
of £83. Theaggregate receipts were considerably more than was required to main- 
tain the ordinary expenses for the maintenance of the association, the debt having 
been contracted by the erection of the hatchery and the rearing ponds on the estate 
of the High Sheriff, 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, when the minutes of 
the previous meeting were read and confirmed, after which the usual business was 
disposed of. The only shows of fish have been roach from the Lea by Mr, W. Gillies, 
and chub from the Thames by Mr. A. May, heaviest 241b, Members are reminded 
that Tuesday, Ist prox., is half-yearly night—A. MAy, hon. sec, 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 16th, Mr, J. Plumpton weighed-in jack from the Welsh Harp; Mr. Bil- 
lings, roach ; Mr, Edgerton, sen., dace. We have three prizes, presented by Messrs. 
Greenwood, Culpitt, and Pratt, to be fished for on the 23rd inst., at Rickmansworth, 
specimen fish only to weigh.— W. GruENWOOD, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

Or the 16th the following members weighed-in fish: Mr, H. Haine, roach, from 
the Lea ; Messrs. J. Savage, roach, and R. Smith, bream and roach, from the Wey ; 
Mr. J, Wigley had roach, dace, and gudgeon, from Mid Thames. The October com- 
petition will take place on the 30th for prizes offered for that occasion by Messrs. T, 
Line, H. Flower, and Co. On the 19th it was decided that the competition take 
place in that portion of the Thames between Chertsey Lock and Laleham Ferry ; 
competitors to fish where and how they like with one rod within the distance stated ; 
to start by the first train from Waterloo to Shepperton, on the 30th, Mr. I. Davis 
proved to all members present that the charge made against him was an error on 
part of the accuser, much to the satisfaction of—Prxtn, 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

There was a very good show of fish on the 16th inst. Mr. Hewett weighed-in 101b. 
of roach and dace ; Mr. Guynan had 8lb. of roach; Messrs. Brewer, Hughes, and 
Smales also placed some nice roach in the scales.—F. H. FREWIN, sec. 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our second smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society will take 
place on Thursday next, the 27th inst., when we should be pleased to see a good 
number of anglers and friends present, The chair will be taken at 8.30 p.m. by Mr, 
R. Spenceley, faced by Mr. 8, Malby, secretary of the Dalston Angling Society. The 
members fish a roaming match on the 30th inst. for several prizes ; the place chosen 
being from Burnt Mill lock to Harlow lock.—W. S. W. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

October 16: Our third outing took place at Ticehurst ; the takes were very small, 
and the prizes were taken as follows: First, Mr. Holman ; second, Mr, Brody ; third, 
Mr, Pettitt. Tuesday, 18th : A very good meeting, and all were agreeably surprised, 
for the room had been rearranged to make room for Mr. Kelly’s splendid Jubilee 
case of carp, the five fish weighing 561b., which we shall be very pleased to show any 
Tuesday or Sunday evenings, between 9and 11. Mr. Tickner weighed-in two jack, 
about 101lb, Our fourth outing was settled for Tuesday next, Oct. 25, at Windsor, 
Conditions : train from Waterloo at 8 a.m., towpath only, up-stream, one rod, all fish 
to weigh bar jack ; four prizes ; return train 6.50.—PELICAN, 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

Since my last, nothing worthy of reporting has taken place. On the 16th 
inst. a competition took place at St. Margaret's, for two prizes, which were taken by 
Messrs. Wood, sen., and H, Broad, in the order named.—J. BATTENSBY, sec. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12th inst, Mr. P. T. Godfrey had a splendid show of rudd, thirteen fish 
weighing 14lb, 20z.; the four largest, scaling 6lb. 7oz., have been sent to Mr. J. 
Barrett, for preservation. Mr. A. Organ had 1lb, 50z. dace same day. I regret to 
inform members and friends that Mr, W. C. Barnes, our host and brother member, 
died very suddenly on Saturday, the 15th inst.—T. Grerron, 

; *SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A preliminary meeting took place on Tuesday last for the purpose of arranging a 
fishing competition in aid of the A. B.S. The following gentlemen were elected 
for the committee, with power to add:—Mr. Pink, Westbourne-park ; Mr. Under- 
wood, Hammersmith United ; Messrs, Walford and Meyres, Queen’s; Mr. Ducklin, 
Rifle; and Messrs. Carter, Pocock, Parker, Boxall, and Wilson, Sundial. It was 
decided that the competition take place in the Slough Canal, and be an open one, 
The committee adjourned till Wednesday, October 26th, at 9 sharp. The prize-list 
now exceeds £6, The committee meet at the Plough and Harrow, King-street, 
Hammersmith.—W. WILSON, sec. pro tem. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 16th inst. ; but not much 
sport was had, Mr, Mackham had a nice pike weighing 121b., and a friend one of 
8lb.; F. Beak, roach, I hope next week to have a report from some of our roach 


fishers.—H. T, 
UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The above society have removed from the General Elliot to the Swan, Uxbridge 
Moor. Our worthy host, Mr, Mundy, has provided us with a very suitable and well 
furnished room. Anglers coming from a distance in want of accommodation or re- 
freshment, will find him one of the right sort, always glad to accommodate and 
oblige anglers, Several members have weighed-in fish during the past week. Mr. 
May, chub and roach, largest roach, 11b., chub, 2lb.; Mr. Borington, roach; Mr. H. 
ike. one jack, 2}lb,; Mr, Wallington, several perch, largest 3lb,—H, PAYNE, 

on, sec, 

WALHAM GREEN AND FULHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society held its weekly meeting on Thursday, Oct. 13, 
Mr, Fancourt presiding, The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con- 
firmed, and general business transacted. Several members were out on the 16th 
inst., to fish for two prizes, The following is the result of same: Mr. H. Sutehall, 
11b.7}0z. of roach and dace, first; Mr. EH, Sutehall, 1540z. of dace, second. Messrs, 
Bevan, Palmer, Smith, and Warner took fish, and weighed-in.—E, SUTEHALL, sec. 


WINDSOR AND ETON ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the above association was held on the 14th inst. at the 
Bridge House Hotel, Eton, when the following report was read and adopted :—In pre- 
senting their ninth annual report, your committee have again the pleasure of stating 
that the association continues to carry onits useful work successfully. There have 
been no prosecutions for poaching ; but your committee have had two suspicious 
eases brought before them from Datchet, and upon investigation were of opinion 
that the evidence was insufficient to obtain convictions. In January last your 
committee purchased 15,000 trout ova from Howietoun fishery, which were success- 
fully hatched in an apparatus contrived for the purpose, at Monkey Island, under 


the superintendence of Mr. Plummer. The fry when about two months old were 
distributed in the river between Monkey Island and Old Windsor weir, and your 
committee think that the members of the association may congratulate themselves 
on the very gratifying results of this venture. The little fish, which were parti- 
cularly lively and healthy, were objects of great interest to the many visitors to 
the island. They regret that some fishing papers have thought fit to characterise 
this method of stocking the river as useless ; but after due deliberation and with 
the advice of the most experienced in these matters, your committee are unanimously 
of opinion that the fry stage is the best for placing trout in the river, as at that 
age they have not lost their natural instinct of danger, and when sent adrift are 
far better able to shift for themselves than trout artificially fed till they are a year 
or two old, which, when placed in the river become an easy prey to piscivorous fish. 
During the last two or three seasons the number of trout taken and the number 
seen to rise in this neighbourhood have been most satisfactory, and your committee 
believe this to be the result of the fry and other trout placed in the river within 
the last eight or ten years given to the association by the late Mr. Frank Buckland. 
Your committee regret the further falling off of subscribers by death and removal, 
but hope that those gentlemen from other parts fishing these waters will come 
forward to assist them in their efforts to increase and improve the fishing hereabouts. 
The hearty thanks of the association are due to Messrs, Evans and Plummer for the 
great care bestowed upon the young trout, and to Messrs. Austin and Bambridge for 
their assistance in their distribution.’ The following were the officers elected for 
the ensuing year :—Chairman, Mr. Charles Cobden, Windsor ; vice-chairman, Mr. 
G. J. Austin, Datchet ; treasurer and secretary, Mr, A. Stevenson, Windsor ; com- 
mittee, Messrs. A. A. Atkins, B. R. Bambridge, Beasley, Betteridge, Rev. A. H. Blake, W. 
S. Evans, Goodford, Dr. Holderness, Plummer, F. W. Summers, G. Wright ; auditors, 
Messrs. B. R, Bambridge and Betteridge ; collector of subscriptions, Mr. J, Mitchel), 
Emlyns Buildings, Eton; water bailiffs, Messrs. J. Bruce, Windsor; R. Gray, 
Windsor; Rt, Plummer, Monkey Island; W. Haynes, Old Windsor; George Lumsden, 


Datchet, 
WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

A meeting of the committee of management was held on Monday last, Mr. B. 
Smith, president, in the chair. It was unanimously resolved that a dinner for the 
members and friends should take place at the Union Hotel, Union-street, Worcester, 
on Friday, the 28th inst., at 7 p.m, precisely, to be followed by the distribution of 
prizes. Our last contest this season took place this week ; five members 
turned up, and Mr. W. Davis easily won the last prize—donor, Mr. B. Smith, 
Mr. W. Palmer, the new host of the Union Hotel, has been duly enrolled an 
honorary member. The by-laws referred to in my last report, which appeared in 
the FISHING GAZETTE of October 8th, pages 218 and 219, have been passed by the 
Severn Fishery Board at their meeting held on the 13th inst. A compromise was 
arrived at with reference to night-lines, 20 hooks allowed instead of 10, At the 
Worcestershire Quarter Sessions, held on the 17th inst., Mr. James Redding, Pre- 
sident United Brothers Angling Society, Kidderminster, was elected a member of 
the Severn Board of Conservators, in the place of Mr. J. Brinton, retired, one of our 
Worcestershire benefactors, My congratulations to my old friend, Redding.—A, 
LACROIX, hon, sec, 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

The usual weekly meeting took place on the 20th inst., Mr. H. Bayley presiding. 
The final arrangements of the smoking concert were concluded, Mr. Bayley to 
oceupy the chair, while Mr. C, Hibble will officiate in the vice-chair. The object 
of the concert being for such a praiseworthy cause, we feel sure anglers and their 
friends will give us a bumper on November Ist. Members are reminded of the com- 
petition on the 23rd inst., train from Waterloo at 8.35—not before. A special com- 
mittee meeting is convened for Thursday, October 27th, at nine o’clock sharp,— 
MILLER’S THUMB, 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the ordinary weekly meeting, which was very well attended, after receiving 
the report of committee and delegates, and discussing other business matters, it was 
unanimously agreed to support the testimonial now being raised in recognition of 
Mr, Ghurney’s valuable services to anglers. The follow gentlemen offered prizes 
for a match to be fished on the 30th inst. :—Messrs. Sloper, Hills, Newbury, 
Alexander, Wilson, T. Jenkios, R. Jenkins, Dyson, Crocker, Bell, and Hopkins, all 
arrangements for which will be made on Wednesday next. There is still one prize 
to fish for on the 23rd at Esher. On the 16th, Mr, Sloper had 8lb, 140z. roach, 
dace, and barbel; Messrs, Wingrove, Dartnell, Dyson, and Hunt also weighed-in.— 
Wa W. A. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


H. D. L. (Kew).—Personally, we prefer a fine, plaited, undressed, Nottingham silk 
line for spinning from the reel for pike. You do not require twisted or plaited 
gut ; use stained salmon gut, You twist gut as you do string. 


TEESDALE,—We know of no recent book giving coloured plates of salmon flies, 
Write to Mr, G. M. Kelson, Angling Editor of Zand and Water. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field Sor argument 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, BE. Prrrt, 








[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


GRAYLING-FISHING IN THE LUGG AT PRESTEIGN. 

Srr,—I have been visiting in this neighbournood with a friend, and am surprised 
the grayling-fishing in the river Lugg has not been brought more to the front. We 
have had some excellent sport, the fish averaging }lb, The river is rather low, with 
big pools, and is well stocked. The scenery is most beautiful and climate superb, 
and moreover, excellent accommodation (a thing not to be despised) at moderate 
prices can be had at the Radnorshire Arms Hotel, which I see advertised in your 
journal. The house itself deserves a visit ; part of it, dating from 1616, contains 
some fine oak panelling.—I am, &c , 

Presteign, Oct, 18. 





E, J. PARSONS. 





THE RIVER LUNE AND TRAWLING OR TRAILING, 

Sir,—In your last issue there appear two letters, signed respectively “ Sports- 
man” and “ Lune,” which are likely to mislead ; so, to prevent disappointment to 
those of your readers who are inclined to try a few days’ salmon-fishing on the 
Lune, I send a few facts. 

With respect to the salmon-fishing on Halton water, your correspondent “ Lune ” 
says “Trawling is carried on to a large extent here in Halton water.” Asa resi- 
dent in the immediate neighbourhood, may I be allowed to give a contradiction to 
that statement? Last year there were only two gentlemen who followed trawling 
(or trailing) for salmon. This year three gentlemen have CI believe) taken out 
licences, but, with the exception of “ Sportsman,” have not touched a fish (though 
they have been out several times), “Sportsman” is very particular not to 
say how many times (days) he has been fishing, with two rods (requiring two 
licences), for these two fish which he has proclaimed to the world. To my know- 
ledge, he has fished nearly every day (Sundays excepted) for the last three weeks, 
going very often about 8 30 in the morning, and coming home at dusk (he may 
have been away a short time during the middle of the day for a little lunch, but 
that would be all), 


“Lune” also says : “The same gentleman in question last year killed fourteen 
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salmon (five in one day).” From that, you would infer that all five had been taken 
in the Halton water. Such, however, was not the case, two only being taken there, 
the other three in a stretch of water about half a mile higher up the river. ‘ 

The fish mentioned by “ Sportsman” as having been taken by anglers up the river 
were taken with the fly about Hornby and Arkholme, some 12 or 14 miles above the 

f Lancaster. J é 
lt would be as well to inform intending visitors that Halton Water is private 
property, and that permission there would have to be obtained from the owner, 
Edward Sharpe, Esq., of Halton Hall, the very type of a country gentleman, and a 
sportsman withal. I hope “Sportsman ” will forward you every week a list of his 
takes made with and without the much-vaunted Swiveltail, also the number of 
hours he spends each week, and the weight of each individual fish. 

There are several old salmon-anglers about here who have not taken out licences 
this year on account of the scarcity of fish. If it isas represented by “ Sportsman,” 
surely more than two or three gentlemen would take $o trawling for salmon out of 
a population of about 30,000 inhabitants. i 

There has been only one fish (a small one of 5lb.) taken this year below Hornby, 
with the exception of those of your correspondent “Sportsman.” The two letters 
are presumably from the same head, and are neither more nor less than an advertise- 
ment for Swiveltail, and should be charged for as such; but, of course, you know 
your own business better than—Yours, Xc., A YELLOW HACKLE, 


P.S,—Since the above was penned I have heard that on Monday last one gentleman 
got three salmon, and another one ; and that one was also taken on Tuesday. Monday 
was one of those exceptional days that sometimes do occur, and cannot be accounted 
for, I have made inquiries, and cannot hear of four fish ever having been taken 
before, with the rod, in Halton Water in one day,—Y. H. 





TROUT POISONED BY FEEDING ON BERRIES OF THE MOUNTAIN ASH, 
Sir,—A gentleman having stocked his ornamental lake with trout, happening to 
stroll round it with my informant, observed some dead fish near the side, also a branch 
of the mountain ash lying partly in the water, and covered with red rowan berries, 
those on the part submerged having apparently been eaten off by the trout, as several 
berries were found on opening the fish, the inference, of course, being that they 
were poisoned. Is this not an unusual incident ? My informant is perfectly reliable, 
and, of course,’saw it himself.—I am, Xc., WATCHET. 


[An extremely unusual incident ; we never heard of such a charge being made 
against the rowan tree, but can vouch for the accuracy of this note.—Ep. | 





THE BORDER KSK, p ‘ 

S1r,—My attention has been called to the report of a meeting of the Piscatorial 
Society in your issue of Oct. Ist,in which Mr, H. Foreman, after giving his ex- 
periences of salmon-fishing in Scotland, is made to say that “ Dr. Brunton, cajoled 
by the river reports from the same country, tried the Border Esk; but, like many 
others on the same waters, could not take a single fish.” Cajoled! Stand ayont! 
that’s a very expressive word, Now, as I have written nearly all the Esk angling 
notes during the season for the “F'. G ,” it will interest me much to know on what 
precise date Dr. Brunton visited the Esk, and on what portion of the river he elected 
to try his hand. I have all along dealt with facts, both within my own knowledge 
and from reliable resources, and am prepared to substantiate all I have written. If 
anyone can prove that I have deviated one atom from the strict line of undiluted 
veracity in making my reports, I’ll suffer to be brayed into “ peat coom with the 


office club which is kept “ ready—aye, ready ” for special application to the anatomy 
of imaginative contributors.—I am, &e., GLOBE TROTTER. 


RAILWAY CONCESSIONS, 

Srr,—A conference of representatives from the various provincial angling associa- 
tions will be held on Saturday, Oct, 29th, 1887, at the Birmingham Arms Hotel, 
Moat-row, Smithfield, Birmingham. Chair to be taken at five p.m. to take into 
consideration the best means to regain the concession from the Great Western Rail- 
way Company. 

The provincial anglers are heavily handicapped by only having one railway by 
which they can travel at the reduced fare, and some of the best rivers in the 
provinces are only open to access by the. G.W.R. ; and there is no town in England 
that suffers in this respect more than Birmingham, and Birmingham being the 
centre provincial association, it has been deemed advisable by the railway committee 
that the conference should be held there, 

I have written to Liverpool, Bristol, Worcester, Shrewsbury, Gloucester, High- 
bridge, &c., whom I hope will be represented. I shall be pleased to receive 
representatives from any association placed in the same position as ourselves, as by 
joint action we may come to an understanding whereby we may approach the 
directors, and lay our claims before them,—I am, &c., 





CHARLES WHITE, 
General Secretary Birmingham and District United Angling Association, 
45, Tenby-street North, Birmingham, , 





IRISH NOTES. 


SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, CLONMEL.—The salmon and trout rod-fishing closed 
on the Suir on the 16th inst. On the sister rivers, Nore and Barrow, it closed on the 
Ist of the month. Indeed, as far as the season now past is concerned, it practically 
ended for salmon on the 1st of April, The river got so low then, and remained so 
ever since, that the salmon would not venture up off the tideway, where they 
swarmed in great numbers, and the few that remained up the river were so shy that 
they would not look at fly or bait, Anglers will long remember the year 1887 as 
being the worst salmon season on record; there is but one thing to recommend it, 
and that is the great shoals of salmon fry which ran down during the whole month 
of May. Hvery day a constant succession of swarms passed on through the town on 
their way to the sea, During the summer, and till the end of August, we had 
splendid trout-fishing, On the Suir every evening, without exception, from sunset 
till long after dark, the trout rose on every stand, and good baskets were had, the 
number of large fish landed being far beyond that of many years past, trout of 
from 1lb to 4lb, being no rarity. RICHD. BRADFORD, Oct. 19. 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


(SpecraLty compiled for the Fisninc Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 

CHARLES COLWELL, of Great Yarmouth, for ‘A combination balance and 
catch indicator for use in drift-net and trawl fishing, also to detect the 
loss of nets or interference with them.” 

SAMUEL ALLCOCK, of Redditch, for “ Fishing live-bait can.” 

WitiraM Henry Enouish and Freperick Mortimer WItiiams Gurcn, of 
London, for “ An improvement or improvements in landing-nets.” 











IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. 


Guaranteed Waterproof. Price 42s. 
The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
elastic cuffs and storm-prooffly. With the addition of 
our“ Bailey’ Apron makes a perfect Riding Waterproof. 


WATERPROOF 
SHOOTING 
COATS. 
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LEGGINGS. 
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CARTRIDGE 
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FISHING BROGUES. . 


Soles cannot be Softened by Immersion in Water. 
(REGISTERED 89981.) 


See the Field, April 3rd, 1886. 
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Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


Fishing INVERNESS FISHING AND SHOOTING CAPE. 


Trousers. Guaranteed Waterproof. Prices, 24s. and 42s 


tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
has elastics to put arms through, 


Fishing 
Stockings. 
Fishing 
Socks. 
Fishing 
Brogues. 
Fishing 
Boots. 
Fishing 
Bags. 
Fishing 
Road | \ 
Cases. [IN 


Fishing’ 
Coats, 

Fishing 
Capes. 

Fishing 
Hats, 


INDIARUBBER LEATHER-LINED 


THIGH BOOTS. 


D> 

€? \\GIve EXCELLENT WEAR. 

MADE ALSO IN KNEE BOOTS. 
ALL SIZES KEPT READY IN STOCK. 
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ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 3, 


Works; BOW ROAD BE, And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 
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The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventil a 





FISHING and SNIPE SHOOTING 


REQUIRE NO DRESSING, 


QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C, 
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A. NEW ART UNION. 


Wiru the objects of advancing water-colour art and of placing the Institute 
on such a solid basis as to make it the permanent home of that art in this 
country, the Royal Institute of Painters in Water Colours have determined 
to establish an Art Union on a system similar to that followed for many years 
with such signal success by the Art Union of London. Already more than 
four hundred artists have promised to contribute pictures, the works exceeding 
one thousand in number and £11,000 in value. As many of the pictures 
promised have not yet reached the galleries of the Institute, and as there will 
be in addition valuable works in sculpture and a large number of etchings, it is 
believed that the total value of the prizes will amount to upwards of £15,000, 
which is many thousands of pounds in excess of the prizes ever offered in any 
previous Art Union. Every subscriber will obtain a copy of a presentation 
plate, a reproduction by photogravure of the picture by Sir James D. Linton, 
P.R.I., entitled “The Declaration of War.” Specimen copies of the plate may 
be seen at the chief booksellers’ of the United Kingdom and the colonies, as 
well as at the Secretary’s office, Royal Institute of Painters in Water Colours ; 
and at the offices of Messrs. Cassell and Company, Limited. The plate is now 
ready for delivery to subscribers, and will be distributed in the order of sub- 
scription. The terms of subscription are one, two, and three guineas, with 
one, two, and three chances in the ballot, and a copy, proof copy, and signed 
artist’s proof of the plate respectively. Messrs. Cassell have undertaken the 
sale of the tickets and the distribution of the presentation plates. 


SS 





HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—Soldiers and Sailors.—These well-known and easily used - 


remedies are especially serviceable and convenient for those who, like soldiers and sailors, are exposed 
to great changes of climate, and the hardships inseparable from their calling. Many of the diseases 
engendered in the system from these and other untoward causes can be checked and controlled by atten- 
tion at their onset, and in Holloway’s remedies will be found aready means of relief, without hindrance 
from duty. Many a man is invalided and rendered more or less a burden to himself and friends from 


neglect of the early symptoms of his complaint, which calamity might be averted by timely resort to 


the use of Holloway’s Pills and Ointment. 











HUMPHRIES’ 





LIGHTNING * SPINNER. 


This New Spinner has been most successfully tried this season. It does not kink the line. A 
deadly bait for Salmon, Trout, Pike, Perch, Chub, Bass, Mackerel, &c. (Registered Nos. 82932 & 82933). 

Mr, R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, writes :—“ Your Double Action Lightning 
Bait ought to have a big run, as there is no doubt it will. I can safely recommend it to all who use 
Spinning baits ; the double action being very attractive.” 


Invented & Manufactured by ROBT. HUMPHRIES, 52, Seymour Place, 
Bryauston Square, London, W. 


4-inch Pike Size, “ Double Action” Lightning Spinner, price 3s. 6d., post free. } Money returned 


3-inch Aq “Single Action ” + 
Also in Smaller Sizes for Perch, Trout, &c. 


» - 28. 6d., en if Bait is 


not approved of. 


AGENTS WANTED. 




















MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres,andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona. I.0.M.) ; 


DERBYSHIRE. 


MATLOCK AND GROMFORD 
ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
THE 


GREYHOUND HOTEL, 
CROMFORD, 


is most conveniently situated, being close to the river 
Derwent (well stocked with Grayling and Trout), 


See “Red Spinner,” in the Field of Sept, 3rd, 1887. 


For particulars apply to 
MATTHEW HILL, Proprieror, 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &, 


Pike, perch, roach, &c,.,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp, 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 





Oulton Broad Fishery, 
LOWESTOFT. 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Fisheries Act.) 

Quarters, Wherry Hotel, Mutford 
Bridge, Beautifully situated. G. 
MASON, Proprietor, Established nearly 
a century. Boats, 2s.; full bait, 1s. ; 
men, 4s, per day. Terms for stopping 
visitors on application, Gravel and 
sandy soil. 





TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING, 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE, 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 

The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
ofthe stream, which is well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
best Tronting in all the “ Borderland,” Lovers of 
Nature will find in the “ bosky dells ” of Coquet- 
side an ample field for research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich“in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet. the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
particulars, address THE MANAGERESS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberland 





ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 

Visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 


of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers, 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
btained at the office of this paper. 


ee 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCHSTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 
N -B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable,. The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. 





NEW WORK BY THE AMATEUR ANGLER, 


NOW READY, 


FRESH WOODS and PASTURES NEIW. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF 
“ AN AMATEUR ANGLER’S DAYS IN DOVE DALE,” “ FRANK’S RANCHE,” &c, 


Large fep. 8yo, cloth, 1s. 6d. post free. Also a Large-paper Edition, of which only 
150 copies have been printed, on best hand-made paper. bound in imitation 
vellum, 5s, 





Extract from Review in the “ Saturday Review.” 


“Fresh Woods and Pastures New’ is the pleasant title of a pleasant little book, 
whick sets forth, in a series of bright and picturesque letters, the joys of the 
amateur angler on the Lugg and the Terne, the pleasures of a suburban garden, 
with notes on sport and natural history, collected during a holiday sojourn at a 
farmhouse. So far from being the man of business the author describes himself, 
much in populous city pent, the vivacity and keenness of his observations of 
nature, and the myriad delights of a country life, suggest a most un-Johnsonian 
acquaintance with Fleet-street. His ‘Hyvening with the Hornet’ is not merely 
delightful reading, as are the rest of the papers, but a real acquisition to lovers of 
natural history,” 


Extract from Review in the “ Daily News.” 


“Under the Miltonic titie, which it is refreshing to find for once correctly quoted, 
the author of ‘Frank’s Ranche’ and ‘An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale’ has 
published a little volume of essays on fishing and rural sights and sounds, which 
well deserves the honours of choice print and paper bestowed upon it. No living 
writer sketches a day by the riverside or a sojourn in an old English farm-house, or 
records his observations of animal life in our gardens, woods, and fields, with more 
genuine enthusiasm than the ‘ Dovedale Amateur,’ whose identity is no secret in the 
piscatorial world. The easy, graceful style of the descriptions will serve further to 
make them welcome.” 


Extract from Review in the “ Atheneum.” 


“The genial author of ‘ Frank’s Ranche’ has not essayed to solve any important 
problem in‘ Fresh Woods and Pastures New.’ Instead of trying to show his 
readers what they should do with their boys, he tells them in his pleasant way how 
an old boy contrives to amuse himself, The ‘Amateur Angler’ writes as agreebly 
as ever, and he is improving as a sportsman, for he has caught some grayling and 
shot a rabbit. Any one fond of country sights and sounds will find an hour pass 
most delightfully in turning over these pages, which show the author’s ‘ bonhomie ’ 
quite as much as his literary skill,” 


Extract from Review in “ Pump Court.” 


“There isa freshness and spontaneity about this little work which is irresistibly 
charming. The author is evidently a keen lover of nature, and he treads, with no 
faltering steps, the path that Borrow and Jefferies so worthily trod. Let there be 
no mistake here. Wedo not mean to imply that ‘EH, M.’ has founded himself upon 
either of the brilliant writers mentioned; rather we would point out that, as a 
word-painter who loves the scenes that he depicts,‘E. M.’ bids fair to take rank 
with the keen lover of the Norfolk Broads and him who poetically depicted ‘ the 
Gamekeeper at Home.’ It was Mr. Pinero’s boast, that in ‘ The Squire’ he brought 
‘the scent of the hay across the footlights.’ So, in ‘Fresh Woods and Pastures 
New,’ the author brings every scene that he depicts to the vision of the reader, 
who gives himself up wholly to the delight of following in the rural wanderings 
wherever the master chooses to lead. Poetical conceits, scraps of rural wisdom, 
and even folk-lore, are pressed into service by ‘EH, M.,’ to the end that a singularly 
heathful volume has been produced. Letters on fishing, the May-fly, adventures 
with hornets and domesticated pets, all lend charm to the volume before us.” 


Extract from Review in the “ Civil Service Gazette.” 


Tn the introductory note to this charming little book, the author says that it is 
well—though perhaps not necessary to mention—that many of the following 
letters were written for the FISHING GAZETTE; and he also adds that he has been 
tempted, perhaps rashly, to bring them together here. We are not one of the 
regular readers of that widely-read journal—we have not had the pleasure of 
reading these letters before, and, from the great amount of pleasure we have de- 
rived from reading them, we can very readily assure him that there need be no fear 
that his conduct will beso judged. There are very many whose angling proclivities 
are not strong enough to have led them to read the letters where they originally 
appeared, but who will now welcome the book, and who when they have read it, 
will say that it is a pity that it came to an end so soon,”’ 


Extract from Review in “ Truth.” 


“ Another cheerful and charming book which I can confidently recommend is 
‘Fresh Woods and Pastures New,’ a set of light, bright, and humorous fisher- 
man’s papers, by the author of ‘The Amateur Angler,’ &c.” 


Extract from Review in the “ Whitehall Review.” 


“This book is really fascinating. The account of the writer’s recent wanderings, 
rod in hand, up and down the picturesque banks of Herefordshire rivers, is as fresh 
and original as are his former descriptions of piscatorial straying in Dovedale, and 
of adventurous journeys in the far West. ‘HB. M.’ possesses that rare combination of 
good things—a boy’s bright, hopeful, mirth-loving temperament, and an elderly 
man’s tact, philosophy, scholarly lore, and worldly knowledge.” 


Hatract from Review in “* John Bull.” 


“One of the most charming little books we have met with for many a day is the 
latest addition to the works of ‘E.M., who quite recently gave us ‘ Frank's Ranche ’ 
and ‘An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale.’ The literary skill and the bright and 
genial style which were notable in those works distinguish ‘ Fresh Woods and 
Pastures New’ (Sampson Low), which will furnish many a half-hour’s delightful 
reading to every lover of nature. The neat littie book will prove a most acceptable 
pocket companion, and the pithy sketches, the rural descriptions, and the writer's 
experiences of various fishing excursions will lessen the tedium of many a railway 
journey.” ; 

Extract from Review in the “ Daily Chronicle.” 

“The natural charm which formed so distinguished a characteristic of the earlier 
books is once more apparent in this lively and genial record of an enjoyable 
holiday. . . . Good nature and good humour shine through every page of this 
little work,” 


London : SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
St, Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, E.C, 
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CASSELL AND COMPANY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


CHEAP EDITION. Just Published, price 7s. 6d. 


THE FRESH-WATER FISHES OF EUROPE, A HISTORY OF. 


F.RBS., F.GS., F.Z.S., F.LS., F.R.G.S. With 214 Illustrations. Royal 8vo., cloth. 
“ A yolume not only of unusual interest, but also of considerable scientific value, It is a careful and exhaustive classification of all Huropean fresh-water fishes, 


written by an accomplished naturalist.”— Saturday Review. 


DEAD MAN’S ROCK. By Q. 








New Adventure Books. 
Second Edition. 


Now ready, price 5s. 


By Prof. H. Geiearey: 


“*Q? has written a fascinating story, and has exhibited in a marked degree the gift of exciting and maintaining curiosity, and of investing a cunninely- woven 
tissue of romantic incidents with that indefinable feeling of awe and wonderment which is the triumph of the romance writer’s art.’’— Daily News. 


Just published, 5s. 


A QUEER RACE. By W. Wesratt, Author of “The Phantom City.” 320 pages, crown 8vo. cloth. 


Just piblished, price 5s. 


KIDNAPPED, By Roserr Louis Srevenson. 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES. 


By Riper Haaaarp. 


TREASURE ISLAND. By R. L. Stevenson. 


CAPTAIN 


and other Illustrations, 5s. 


With 16 Original Illustrations by W. Hors, R.S.A. 


Crown 8vo. cloth, 5s. 


New Edition, with 26 Illustrations and a Map. 5s. 


TRAFALGAR, Edited by Witrtam Westatt and ANpre Lavris. With 25 Full-page 





Unrivalled Books for Country Gentlemen, Agriculturists, de. 


HORSE, THE BOOK OF THE. 


Revised and Enlarged Edition, cloth, 35s, ; or half-morocco, 45s, 
By 8. Sipney, late Manager of the Agricultural Hall Horse Show. 


With a 


Section on “ Veterinary Information ” by GEORGE FLEMING, LL.D., F.R.C.V.S. With 28 Fac-simile Coloured Plates, and about 150 Wood Engravings. 


Complete in One Volume, demy 4to, cloth, 35s, ; half-morocco, £2 5s. 


DOG. THE ILLUSTRATED 8OOK OF THE. 


By Vero Suaw, B.A, 


With Fac-simile Coloured Plates 


(Drawn from Life), and numerous Wood Engravings. Embracing a full description of EVERY KNOWN BREED OF DOG, with the Standard by which he can be judged. 
Cloth, price 3ls. 6d.; or half-morocco, £2 2s, 


POULTRY, ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF. 


painted from Life, with numerous Wood Engravings. 
* * A Popular Edition of WRIGHT’S BOOK OF POULTRY (unabridged), with Wood Engravings, is issued. Complete in One Vol., price 10s, 6d. 


By Lewis Wricur, 


Complete in One Volume, demy 4to, cloth, 31s. 6d.; half-morocco, £2 2s, 


PIGEONS, THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF. 


With Fifty Coloured Portraits of Prize Birds, 


By Rozsert Fuuroy, assisted by the most Eminent Fanciers, 


Edited and Arranged by LEWIS WRIGHT, Illustrated with Fifty Life-like Coloured Plates, painted by Mr. J. W. LUDLOW expressly for this Wors, and with 


numerous Wograyings on Wood, 


Complete in One Handsome Volume, demy 4to, price 353, ; half-morocco, 453.—TH# ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF 


CANARIES AND CAGE-BIRDS, British acd Foreiga. 


By W. A. Buakstoy, W. SwaysLanp, and 


AUGUST F, WIENER, F.Z.S, With Fifty-six Exquisite Fac-simile Coloured Plates from Paintings made expressly for the Work, and numerou3; Wood Higravings. 


Complete in One Handsome Volume, cloth gilt, 31s. 6d. ; 
By Prof, Suexpon, assisted by Eminent Authorities at Home and Abroad, 


DAIRY FARMING. 


or in half-morocso, £2 2s. 


Plates specially prepared for the Work, and Original Wood Engravings, illustrating the various processes employed, 


Cassell & Company’s New Complete Catalogue, containing particulars of upwards of 1,000 Volumes, will be sent post free on 
application to CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London. 





With 25 Coloured 





IMPORTANT TO 


SPORTSMEN, 





THE COMBINATION HEATING FLASK, 
With Spirit Lamp and Drinking Cup Combined. 






















































































ALPHA SHAPE.—Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 
A Ogee tare 5 
BETA SHAPE.—Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp ¢ombined) 




















“ Very useful.” 
—FISHING GAZETTE, 





Sportsmen should never 
go out without one of 
Haton’s Heating Flasks, 
It is very neat and com- 
pact, fits without incon- 
venience in pocket, and 
its contents can be 
readily heated in a few 
minutes. Invaluable to 
Anglers, Bicyclists, 
Tourists, Travellers, 
Boating Parties, Doctors, 
and early risers. Used 
by many Thames 
Anglers, 
2s. ut Free by 
+. 48. Od. ( Parcels Post on 
. 23. 6d. receipt of 
4s, 3d. 


» ” ” ” woe one eee 
Any of the above in Nickel or Electro-Plated to Order, AGHNTS WANTED, 


E. EATON & CO., 28, MARTIN’S LANE, CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C, 





ALL WHO REQUIRE 
GOOD PRINTING, 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 


PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICES, &c., &., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, E.C. 


Postage Stamps. 


MORRISS’S 


PATENT 
ECLIPSE 
SPINNER, 


See opinions of the Press in Field, Gazette, 
Fishing, Sporting World, &c., &c. 


See report in “GazETTR” of Morriss’ New 
Hybrid Phantom. Pike size, 2s.; Troutsize, ls. 


OVER 1,000 NOW IN USE, 


TESTIMONIALS from all parts of the 
, United Kingdom, 
Will Spin Live or Dead Baits— 
Natural or Artificial. 
PIKE SIZE, 2s, TROUT SIZE, ls. 3d. 


Also Manufacturer of every Description of 


BAITS, LINES, RODS, AND TACKLE, 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 


Marston Works, Redditch. 


TOBACCONISTS 


BEFORE STARTING IN BUSINESS shonld 

write for Illustrated Catalogue (post free) 
to LESSER FRIEDLANDER, 3, HOUNDSDITCH, 
LONDON. The OLDEST and CHEAPEST House 
in the World. 





Established 60 years. 





WOOD'S QUEEN BLEND 


OF FINE OLD 


SCOTCH WHISKY, 


Well matured by age and of unexceptionabie purity. 
ee 


FINE OLD 


IRISH WHISKY. 


Carefully selected and of guaranteed excellence, 
price 2ls. per gallon, 13 U.P. Supplied in casks, 
jars,and cases of 12 bottles, containing 2 gallons, 
42s.; bottles included ; carriage paid. 


GEORGE WOOD, Importer & Bonder, 


54, ROUNDHAY ROAD, LEEDS. 





Mr. H. HERVEY ANDREWS, 


24 Years Modeller to Messrs, Sutton § Sons, 
Is PREPARED TO EXECUTE 


CASTS OF FISH, 
Modelled and Coloured to Life, at 
Low Rates. 

Studio-183, SOUTHAMPTON 
STREET, READING. 





ANGLERS’ REQUISITES. 


BEST QUALITY, REASONABLE PRICES, 
Mrs. RICHARD ROUTLEDGE, 
Widow of the late DIOKY ROUTLEDGE, 


FERGUSON’S LANE, CARLISLE. 
No connection with any Shop whatever, 





THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 
I. W. MARTIN, 


The “Trent Otter,” 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


‘ Manufacturer of First-class FISHIN G GOODS for all Parts of the World. 
Pike and other Rods of splendid quality, careiully tested and finished, from 4s. to 12s. each. 
Pike Tackle of the most appiroved make, best quality only. 


Pure Plaited Silk Pike Lines, 9d. and 1s. per score yards. Buy your Goods direct from the Factory, ' 


ADDRESS AS ABOVE. 


| and get the Best and Cheapest Fishing Goods in the World. 


128 page Descriptive Catalogue and Angler’s Guide sent post free to any address on application. 
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Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


LOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx’”’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
is E: WT D A Za, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 


None Genuine unless bearing our name ( Adlington & Hutchinson, 
On Label. or Hutchinson & Son., } Kendal 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 








ESTABLISHED 1745. 

5 GEKO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALI3- 

mE BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 

F inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 

orders for his STANDARD TROUTL and GRAYLING 

%: FLI#S for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and a'l 

other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 

Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Fiies, 2s. per dozen, Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d, 

Per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 23. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 

Hooke, EVERY HOOK IS THSTHD BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. Al. is Agent tor 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, 

Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and 

Fly Fishing, as used by some 

Anglers. Agent for Messrs. 

Lines, Reels, &c. Also for 

Hickory and Greenheart Fly 

sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 

selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 


to Dress Them.’ G. H., having yersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 

Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 

PIKE and GFNERAL eee ie the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 
onth, 

George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. . 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c, 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom. 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, j 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 

addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rnle be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 
THE FISHING GAZETTH is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








_ TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Mesars. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months ” » * FF = ¥ 5 4 

7 Three Months ,, Cis ‘a 24 ns stash sue 2 8 
o America and the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 


Aephatiess a ae ADVERTISEMENTS, 
ms respecting advertisements should be add: d 
108, Plect-atreet teen i. e addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 
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ANGLING ON THE BANN, ULSTER. 


THE letter in your issue of Sept. 3rd, from Mr. Gedney, recom- 
mending the Bann to readers of the FISHING GAZETTE, leads me to 
offer an account of some of my experiences on that river, in the 
hope that the perusal may lead others to pay the North of 


made by 
has Special Patterns for Dry- 
of the best Hampshire / 
Eaton and Deller's Rods, 
Messrs. Redpath and Co.'s 
Rods. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 


Ireland a trial visit, to their own pleasure and the profit of the 
natives. The facility with which a good fishing-ground can be reached 
from Liverpool or Manchester is one of the principal reasons why 
select the Bann in preference to rivers nearer home measured by 
miles, but little or no nearer in point of time. 

On the Friday preceding Whit-Monday, a party of us left Liverpool by tho 
direct Belfast steamer, on board of which every accommodation a passenger 
could desire was provided. We had a pleasant evening sail down the Mersey, 
and, being favoured with a smooth passage, arrived in Belfast harbour by 5.30 
next morning, leaving ample time to reach the Northern Counties Railway 
Terminus and catch the 6.30 express to Toome Bridge. That station is on the 
west side of Lough Neagh, just where the Bann leaves the Lough. Mr. 
Alexander, of the O'Neill Arms, welcomed us at 8 o'clock, and, having previously 
written to the boatmen who regularly have attended me for twelve years back, 
we were speedily rigged out—two of us with Pat McKinless, the other two with his 
brother John—fishing before8.30 a.m. Now, to many angling men in Lancashire 
I feel confident it will be a surprise to learn that, leaving Liverpool after busi- 
ness on Friday, it is possible, without fatigue and at moderate expense, to be 
fishing in really good quarters by breakfast time next morning ; yet such is the 
fact, and, in addition to good fishing, one has a sea-voyage and an entire change 
of air. 

I have cften gone to Toome Bridge for one or two days’ fishing, and find it 
less fatiguing than a four or five hours’ railway journey. Well, like everywhere 
else, the fishing at Toome varies, and, this year, we found Pat and John both 
crying out about the want of rain. The trout would not rise on account of the 
long drought, and our day-fishing would certainly have disheartened strangers to 
the Bann. However, we knew there were always big trout on the move in the 
evenings, and were not surprised that little was done during the hot, bright sun- 
shine. Such aglorious day from any point of view but an angler’s I never saw 
excelled, and, coming from close confinement in business, the sunshine and fresh 
crisp air blowing off the immense Lough were refreshing. 

At Toome the Bann flows out of Lough Neagh, the largest lake in the three 
kingdoms. There are falls about 4ft. high, just where the river leaves the 
lough, and under these falls there are always plenty of trout. The river can 
only be fished properly from a boat, which can be had with the services of an 
experienced man for 5s.a day. On the particular Saturday I am now writing 
about the sun was shining so brightly in a clouldless sky that I knew fishing 
on the broad, still Bann was useless, so [ tried a floating fly under the falls, as 
the next best plan to dapping with the natural fly. The latter method is a 
deadly one when the large flies are out; but they were not out in May this 
year, so artificial floaters had to do, and succeeded moderately well. Pat 
McKinless, the'Toome boatman, is the most expert fisherman with the natural 
fly I have ever seen, and many a beauty from 1lb. to 4lb. weight I have seen 
him take from under the Falls at Toome. 

We dined at 4.30; the fare including a beautiful Bann trout of from 3lb. 
to 4lb., which cut as red as asalmon, and fully sustained the reputation of 
Bann trout as unsurpassed in quality by any river trout in the three kingdoms. 
We took our time over dinner, and started out about 7.30, eager for the even- 
ing rise. Experience had taught us that the wary, big trout on this river must 
be fished for with the lightest :of tackle, so we were prepared with the finest 
drawn gut casts. Within half an hour a rise commenced on one portion of the 
river, and I am not exaggerating in stating that for 15 or 20 minutes one could 
cover two rising trout at every throw. They rose all round the boat as if they 
meant business ; but although two of us kept at them all the time and changed 
flies two or three times, yet neither of us rose a trout. We discovered they 
were taking a very small black Midge, but as we had none similar in our books, 
could not try them with an artificial. The rise ceased as suddenly as it com- 
menced, and John maintained “that when the ‘throuts’ were feeding on the 
Midge, sure nobody could get one.” 

As darkness came on we dropped below the bridge, and found our friends in 
the other boat, lamenting that there had been no rise. They were astonished 
at our report of such a good rise higher up the river. Gradually dropping down 
stream we occasionally got a throw over a rising trout. We passed a gentleman 
who had got three beauties—2lb., 24lb., and 4lb. weight. Justas we left him he 
got hold of another, and at the same time I saw the boil of a good trout under 
a bush. Calling John’s attention to it, he slowly and quietly rowed me within 
casting distance. Up came Mr. Trout again, so, carefully measuring my dis- 
tance, I threw about a foot above him ; the river running slow and deep, I cal- 
culated that the throw would just fetch him. Sure enough he came at it with 
a plunge ; but although I knew better, and would have used strong language at 
anyone else who did it, yet instinctively I struck, and snap went the gossamer 
gut, leaving the fly in a trout John estimated at 4lb. weight. 

It was no use crying over spilt milk. I again rigged up my flies, and shortly 
got within hailing distance of my friends, one of whom had hold of a big trout. 
He played it over twenty minutes, and never got him once to the surface. His fly 
came away, and that whopper was also left for another day. The gentleman who 
had got three broke his rod in the fourth, but nevertheless landed his fish, which 
he said would weigh about 4lb. I rose one more good trout that night, but 
missed him. 

The following day, Sunday, we spent in sailing on Lough Neagh. One village 
we visited had a so-called holy well. We were highly amused at the superstition 
of several natives who came forward as we explored the ruins of anold church. 
They took us to the well, and gravely related that on the night preceding the 
the Ist of May in every year the patron saint of the well deposited round the 
cavity a lot of crystals. We got some specimens of the crystal, which it 
appears are collected onthe morning of May 1st, the well being emptied and 
cleaned out on that day. We asked if the crystals were to be found at any 
other time, but were solemnly assured that it is only upon the one night in the 
year that they are deposited ! 

In glorious weather we enjoyed the fresh breezes on the Lough until after 
sundown. The owner of the boat was a pollan-fisher, and he explained the 
method they adopt in catching that kind of fresh water herring, which, by the 
bye, are constantly offered for sale in Manchester as grayling! They are not 
unlike a grayling, and are a wholesome and rather delicate-tasting fish. They 
seem to run about the same size as herrings. Lough Neagh contains very large 
trout and pike ; but they are never fished for with rod and line. I believe that the 
netting spoilt the rod-fishing, although I should fancy that some of the anglers 
who troll for ferox might have good sport on such an enormous sheet of water 
known to be well stocked. On Monday three of us arranged to go down the 
Bann fifteen miles to Kilrea—a place none of our party had previously fished. 
We, therefore, wrote to Dan O’Fee to engage us a boatman there, as Pat 
McKinless was engaged, and could not go with us. His brother, John, put part 
of our luggage in his boat, and undertook to engage a min to take the remainder 
and one of our party. About 9 o’clock we started for the fifteen miles’ row down 
the river in a blazing hot sun and cloudless sky. 

Very little water fit to fish for trout in the daytime is to be found below 
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Toome, only one place, called the Rock, holding trout and salmon. We trieda 
spoon-bait over that ground, but without result, and rowed on through Lough 
Beg. On the banks of Lough Beg, Colonel Bruce has a beautiful residence, and 
about his place one sees cultivation ; but elsewhere on our journey the land 
seemed poor, muck of it bog. Lough Beg isa well-known haunt of illicit dis- 
tillers. The police in Toome had madea raid on the preceding Saturday night, 
and had seized a still and some potteen ; but got none of the operators. It seems 
that they work on the islands in the Lough, and post sentries commanding the 
approaches on every hand. If surprised, they will sink their apparatus rather 
than let it fall into the hands of the police, and it was quite an exceptional 
occurrence to get caught as they were on the Saturday night. I once hada 
talk with a native on Home Rule, and this question of evading the law cropped 
up during our discussion. I expressed my surprise at the whole district being 
almost openly in league with the potteen makers and with poachers. His reply was 
that without the help of the potteen and the fish they could not possibly pay their 
rents. We rowed quietly down the Bann, passing an occasional cottage and farm, 
until about noon wereached the preserved watersat Portglenone. Here we lunched, 
and were accorded permission by the courteous proprietor, John Alexander, Esq, 
to fish his portion of the river, which extended to Kilrea. There were evidently 
plenty of good trout here, although we only got two or three during the hour 
we fished. Our time was limited, so on we went. 

About six we reached Kilrea, and a better-looking stretch of water I never 
saw. We found Dan O’Fee at the water-side, a man with whom I had corre- 
sponded, but had never seen. His letters had prepared me for a man much 
superior in education to ordinary small village fly-tiers ; but Dan had hardly 
spoken three sentences when I discovered he was a character as well. We had 
a chat on fishing, flies, and politics. He was dead against eyed-hooks, and such as 
Lhad ordered on eyes he had dressed on gut-loops. His flies are the best I ever 
saw, and proved killers. They are strong as well as beautiful, and his gut casts 
were of the very best. He laughed at the idea of killing Kilrea trout on drawn 
gut, and although I wondered at his doing so then, I ceased to do so when I saw 
the fearful engines with which the natives of Kilrea sallied out to fish from the 
banks. 

Each and all of them (excepting Dan) had rods of from 18ft. to 22ft. long, 
with thick gut casting-lines the length, or nearly so, of the rod, having from 
eight to ten flieson! Personally, I believe in fine tackle, and, except when I 
see a trout making the dash, and instinctively strike, I hardly ever lose trout 
through breakage. I rigged up a cast of Dan’s flies on the finest undrawn gut 
Thad got, and my friend did likewise. I had an amateur angler in my boat, and 
John McKinless as boatman. My friend had a Kilrea man, called O'Hara, so 
when all ready we drank to “ Tight Lines,” and rowed off. The Bann, at Kilrea, 
isa wide river, running at a good rate, with streams on the Derry shore and in 
the middle of the eel weirs. We had not been out five minutes when my boat 
companion, F., hooked a trout over 1lb. in weight ; but, being inexperienced, he 
held him too tight, and lost him. 

P., in the other boat, was not long before he hooked a good one, which we 
watched him play and land. I killed one a little over a pound, and rose a few 
others. About nine o’clock I saw a good rise, and got John to bring me within 
reach. Gently throwing above him, he took it, and away went 15 yards of line 
at the first rush. John McKinless is an experienced boatman, and followed just 
in nice, quiet time, until we got into smoother water, where I began to give him 
a little pressure. After some 10 or 15 minutes’ hard fighting I had the fish at 
fairly close quarters; but he kept deep. I had a steady pressure on, when I 
felt the fish distinctly drop off, the line give, and again get hold ; I at once re- 
marked that he had dropped off the hook, and must have got caught foul again 
by the point fly. John and my companion both looked incredulous ; but the 
sequel proved the truth of my surmise. For another 20 minutes that fish fought 
hard, and when ultimately I got him to the surface it was tail first. He was 
hooked close to the tail, which accounted for his strength, and he scaled 2?lb. 
weight. We stopped fishing at 10, and made for our quarters, the Mercer’s 
Arms, one of the cleanest and most comfortable angling hotels I ever stayed at 
in Ireland. 

The sun had scorched the three of us until our faces and necks were very 
painful, a condition not improved by the flies which came on after dark ; so we 
ordered buttermilk for washing faces, hot water and whisky for assisting sleep. 
We were not a little astonished in the course of a few minutes when the handy- 
Andy of a girl brought the buttermilk and hot water mixed! She thought we 
ane them mixed, and to mend matters there was no more buttermilk in the 

ouse. 

Next day we were out early, and as the sun still shone with fearful intensity, 
F. and I decided to try the rough water under the falls some 300 yards above 
the eel weirs. F. had no waders, but borrowed P.’s, who is about 15 stone 
weight, while F. is about 9 stone. Encased up to his neck, heaccompanied me on his 
first wading expedition. I had crossed over nearly to the Antrim side, while he 
fished a little lower down, when, on looking round, I saw he had hold of a 
small trout. In rough water, it was some time ere he got the fish near enough 
to try and net it, and then a most amusing sight was presented to me. 

F. had wound up his line to less than his rod’s length, and each time that he 
dabbed at it with the net the action of his right hand was accompanied by 
similar action with the rod hand, consequently he pulled the trout away from 
his net. At last, after much effort, he got his prey into the net, but the problem 
of how to reach it seemed a settler. Both hands fully outstretched, each time 
he made an effort he lifted the trout high into the air. At last, when laughter 
allowed me, I shouted to him to let out line, a course which had not dawned 
upon his excited mind, and in due course he bagged a trout of +lb. weight. 

Ikept fishing on down stream on the Antrim side, F. keeping about level 
with me on the Derry side. Several heavy trout rose at my flies in very rough 
streams, but none of them got hold, and gradually I got into deeper and more 
rapid water, until finding that I had gone far enough, I turned to see F’., and 
was horrified to find he was waist high, and just stumbling as Ilooked. A glance 
sufficed to show me his danger, as, being an inexperienced wader, he was broad- 
side on in a very rapid, shelving stream. I shouted as loud as I could, but had 
great difficulty in making him understand that he was to get sideways to the 
stream, and move inch by inch towards the shore. F, is a daring man, and an 
accomplished swimmer ; but, as the river shelves very suddenly from the falls 
downwards some 200 or 300, yards and is very rocky, swimming, especially in 
waders, would be a useless accomplishment. Poor John McKinless was on the 
the Derry shore in a frantic state. He had beenshouting at us unheard, as from 
shore he could see our danger. However, F. got sideways, and I then kept 
shouting to him how to go until he got on safe ground, and now I found that to 
get ashore I must go back. That, in rough water, is no _ easy 
matter ; but I went very slowly, inch by inch, and tested thoroughly 
every stone before I let my whole weight rest behind it. The 
journey across was watched with painful interest by John, whose warm- 
hearted nature gave vent to prayers of thankfulness when we both reached 
shore. I felt fairly exhausted, and treated myself to a drop from the flask, 
resolving the while that in future I would be more careful in wading strange 


waters. John informed F. that he never had such a fright. ‘ Sure,” says he, 
“it wouldn’t have mattered so much about ye, or even Mr. J.; but it was 
his wife and childer I was thinking about.” 

Dinner hour approaching we made for the rendezvous, and found P., who had 
been salmon-fishing all morning without a rise. Dinner, or lunch, had been 
sent down to the river, and we spread out the repast on the bank, and were just 
commencing, when a shout of ‘‘He’s got one!” attracted us. The cause was 
soon apparent. I.’s rod had been lifted bya youthful native (who, by the way, 
was a capital fisher), and he had hooked a trout. J’. seized the rod, in a state of 
great excitement, and, in about a minute, his flies were fast in the weeds. Then 
the fun began. One maintained the trout had gone, while F. stuck to it that he 
was stillthere. He pulled and dragged ; but could not get the line free, and 
strongly anathematised all who advised him to break off and have his dinner. 
Ultimately, I told John to take the boat and try to free the line. F. got in ; but 
on John (who thought the trout had gone) attempting to touch the line, 
F. flared up, and would have no line touched. Half a dozen of us on the bank 
were enjoying the frantic excitement displayed ; but, in the end, F. proved 
right—the trout was still on, and, after freeing him from the weeds, he was 
landed, a nice trout over 11b. in weight. 

Dinner over, we pottered about and got some small trout until the evening 
rise, when, again, P. and I got one each of 2lb. weight, and I’. another of 1b. 
The trout at Kilrea run very large. I hooked one and had two runs with him, 
each run ending in a leap out of water, giving us a full view of the fish, which 
would be at least 441b. to 5lb. weight. My fly came away unbroken. In another 
case I hooked a fish which showed above water, and Iam sure he was from 3lb. 
to 4lb., the fly breaking at the barb. We stayed a week, and on every day but 
one we killed trout over 2lb. each. One day P., with a small black Midge, killed 
a beautiful basketful in less than an hour—nine trout averaging from #lb. to 131b. 
each, Thesalmon-fishing at that time (June 1) was of no account, two salmon only 
being killed while we were there ; but I am told by a friend who goes late in 
the season that the salmon-fishing is first-rate in September and October. For 
those who care to vary trout-fishing by pike or perch-fishing, there is ample 
sport ; in fact, in spooning for salmon the pike are a nuisance. Bream and 
perch are also plentiful and large. The boitmen are obliging and attentive. 
Pat McKinless is a thoroughly expert fisherman, and John is a perfect treasure 
for looking after the tackle and other belongings of his employer. At Kulrea, 
the Mercer’s Arms is a comfortable hotel ; and at Toome the O'Neill Arms is 
close to the fishing, and the proprietor, Mr. Alexander, is most anxious to 
please his guests and make them comfortable. 

To anyone of an inquiring turn of mind, the eel-fishing will supply food for 
reflection. .It bringsa rental at Toome of £1,200 a year, and in one night tons of 
eels are sometimes caught. In June itis acurious sight to see the eel fry swimming 
up the river to Lough Neagh. For miles you can seea strip of from 6in. to 
15in. wide, close in-shore, wriggling along, which on inspection proves to be a 
mass of young eels from 1}in. to din. long, closely packed, and swimming 
steadily up stream. At Kilrea Falls they employ men during the running 
time to help the eels over by means of straw ropes and buckets. ‘These young 
eels are supposed to return the next season, weighing from 131b. to 22lb. 
weight. They are caught on their journey towards the sea in tons, and are sent 
off alive to the London and other English markets. Strange as it may appear, 
these eels won’t take the worm. You may fish for days on the Bann with worm, 
and, although you get trout and ordinary yellow river eels, you don’t get these 
silvery migratory eels. 

Some time ago I noticed a discussion in the GAZETTE about eels feeding on 
flies. I have seen the natives gathering eels by means of ordinary landing-nets 
off the weeds at the edge of the Bann. The natives say they feed on flies 
which congregate on what they call “seggans.” ‘These seggans or sedges are 
covered with swarms of black flies, and the eels apparently suck them. A boat- 
man will get two or three stone of eels in a forenoon on hot summer days. I 
have also seen them spearing eels on Lough Beg, although I understand that is 
poaching, as the lessee of the eel fishery has exclusive rights for taking eels on his 
beat. 

The Bann could be made one of the best rivers in Ireland for salmon. At 
present the enormous wall at Carronroe stops the progress of salmon up the 
river until the autumn floods. The wall is part of the navigation works ; but I 
fear that navigation is not a paying institution. The free access of salmon to 
the upper waters would probably pay better than facilities for the progress of 
vessels which never come. The trout-fishing is free at ‘Toome, man and boat 
5s. per day. At Kilrea a license to fish from a boat is also required, which 
costs 21s. per week ; but bank-fishing and wading is free. For salmon-fishing 
the usual license, costing 20s., is requisite. Jor Bann flies, Dan O’Fee, Rashar- 
kin, stands unrivalled ; but as he dislikes tying small flies without ample notice, 
it is well to order a few weeks in advance. Ts ae 








HUTCHINSON’S BLUE SNECK-BEND EYED-HOOKS. 


WE are glad to see a very good notice in the Wield of these hooks, 
which our correspondent, “ Watchet,” asked Messrs, Hutchinson to 
make in a letter we published some little time back. The treble 0 
size suggested in the Fveld notice, which we give below, will, Messrs. 
Hutchinson inform us, be added to the list :— 

‘‘ The dissatisfaction which has long been expressed by anglers at the im- 
perfections of the finer qualities of fly hooks will probably vanish upon 
acquaintance with the new eyed-hook, called the Blue Sneck-Bend, just 
perfected by P. Hutchinson and Son, of Kendal. The hooks are made in five 
of the useful sizes for trout and grayling, the numbering being as usual from 
00 upwards. The hooks are first-rate in shape, are well finished, have nicely 
cut barbs, and are of excellent temper. ‘Detached Badger,’ who has been 
using them during a recent visit to Houghton, informs us that the Blue Sneck- 
Bend hooks fish so well that he has ordered all flies for next season to be dressed 
upon them. We would, however, suggest to Messrs. Hutchinson that the 000 
size should be added to the list.” 

“Detached Badger” is the nom de plume of Mr. Frederic M. 
Halford, author of “ Floating Flies and How to Dress Them.” He 
spares no pains in introducing his flies to the biggest fish on the 
feed which he can find in the Houghton Club water, and they have 
some “busters,” as Francis used to call them. 





HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—As winter advances and the weather becomes more and 
more inclement and trying, the earliest evidences of ill-health must be immediately checked and 
removed, or a slight illness may result in a serious malady. Relaxed and sore throat, quinsey, influenza, 
chronic cough, bronchitis, and most other pulmonary affections will be relieved by rubbing this 
cooling Ointment into the skin as nearly as practicable to the seat of mischief. This treatment, simple 
yet effective, is admirably adapted for the removal of these diseases during infancy and youth. Old 
asthmatic invalids will derive marvellous relief from the use of Holloway’s remedies, which have 
take pained relieved many such sufferers, and re-established health after every other means had sig- 
nally failed. 
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OCTOBER ALE; OR, ANOTHER AMATEUR ANGLER’S 
SOJOURN IN DOVEDALRE. 


FEELING a bit out of sorts, and barking like a fellow with incipient 
hydrophobia, I consulted an oracle of Fleet-street, and ran down to 
the Izaak Walton Hotel, Ilam, near Ashbourne ; in fact, to Dovedale, 
Before starting I made up my mind to regard my rod as a mere 
adjunct, and to look upon the fresh air, the lovely scenery, and the 
increase of healthas the true desiderata. It is wellthat I did so, for 
had I been bent on mere murder, I should long ago have left the 
Vale of Dove—at least, its upper waters. Indeed, my first intention 
was to have gone to the Chatsworth Hotel, at Edensor, to fish the 
Derwent. I have only been: here a week and a day, and shortly after my 
arrival I saw in the Fisninc Gazrrre that the Derwent had been in luck—a rise 
of 3ft.! Not one inch here. This poor stream has had no flood since March—up 
here, at least. In September there was a slight rise, but it has done no good. 

never saw a river fouler, and seldom have I seen one lower. You can go along 
the banks and count the trout and grayling as they lie in their pools and weedy 
streams. Of course, there are both pools and streams too deep for this, but in 
the Dale this is quite the usual thing at present. I regret to add that the 
natives are, I fear, taking advantage of the extreme lowness of the river to 


“snatch,” and in other ways “ poach,” the grayling, which seem stupid fish, very 
easily snatched. 


I saw eight large grayling at the bottom of a long, still, but rather thin reach. 
They seemed to run from 1/b. to 131b. each. I have looked over the entire pool 
since on two different days, and I can find but one, and this when you can count 
the stones. It is pleasant, however, to add that there are still a goodly stock of 
grayling, and that the stock of trout augurs very well for the coming season. 
Indeed, if there is but a good rise of water here, grayling-fishing ought to be 
still capital this season. J have killed but few, my best was 13lb.; but I have 
landed some capital trout from Lb. to 1lb. each—of course, carefully returned 
to the river—and this makes me wish to be here when genial spring returns, and 
then, if you like, Iam bloodthirsty, asI am a trout-fisherman by preference. 


As an instance of my want of success, take the following, which is a true 
account of to-day’s sport (?). My old friend B. (one of the county magistrates) 
wrote to Sir William Fitzherbert, and obtained from him permission to fish on 
my behalf (he has given up fishing himself, alas!). I started this morning and 
fished the reserved water below the junction of the Dove with the Manifold. 
Flies I had in bewildering abundance, tied on gut of gossamer fineness, and on 
eyed-hooks by Holland’s master hand. The day was dull, and not over cold, 
though the water was very cold. I began with keen anticipations ; but after two 
hours I began to “look blue.” Then some flies hatched out—Whirling Dun and 
Willow Flies. ‘Dhis set a few fish on the feed, though I noted that the good fish 
were not so busy as the “trash”—always a bad sign—and that, in many cases, 
the flies floated down in hundreds unnoticed by the fish—another bad sign, I 
fished up, and floated my fly. I fished up, and didn’t float. I fished down, 
in the hope ofa pull, and I got a trout $lb. in good condition, and returned him 
promptly, of course. I tried all kinds of flies and all sizes, and I may add that I 
fished as well as I ever did in my life, for I wason my mettle. The result was that 
I never had one single run witha grayling, and returned “clean.” The rising fish 
were chiefly in thin, smooth water, and as there was little or no wind, I noted 
that, however carefully I waded, my near presence seemed to “ put down” the 
fish. Was I too tall, or too ugly ? If I waded down past some overhanging bushes, 
all the mud and mossy filth which had accumulated on the stones during the heat 
of summer rose to the surface and floated down stream in unpleasant-looking 
detachments, and I observed how the fish ceased to rise below me for 50 or 60 
yards when this took place. I naturally vowed that I should fish each pool or 
stream wp, if it were at all possible. Indeed, it is always best in a small river 
to do this. 

It was of no use. If they did rise, the rise was of the faintest and most timid 
description, and what struck me as singular was their total repugnance to a 
floating fly, pure and simple, unless on the part of trout, which don’t count in 
October. Never mind! I have had some very pleasant hours, and have 
added to my wisdom by becoming humble-minded in the face of such 
adverse circumstances, and thus, you see, “adversity hath its uses.” Eh, 
“ Amateur Angler,” who knoweth Dove Dale ? 


Nor does my ill-luck seem be singular, though I hear of good hauls many 
long miles down the river, where the body of water is still large. What it is 
above this the reader will be in a position to judge presently. Yesterday I re- 
solved to throw up all idea of fishing. I, therefore, started in the morning alone, 
and ‘walked up the river to pay a visit to the “Fishing House” of Izaak Walton 
and Charles Cotton. On the way up I passed two men from the hotel hard at 
work. I had seen them the day before. They did not enter the coffee-room, 
and I therefore had no personal knowledge of either; but I “smole a smile” 
when I saw them fishing, one with fly, the other with minnow. Their two days’ 
fishing resulted in a clean basket—quite what I expected, 


Another fellow of middle age, with whom I hada long, interesting chat, I 
had seen on Saturday drying his fly with no end of skill and patience ; he also 
returned empty, and, indeed, what could one expect when you can see the 
fish, and the fish can see you ? 

Well, I started, as I said, with one eye on the river and the other on the 
scenery, which is so well known that I will not insult the reader with what he 
can get far more to the purpose in a guide-book. One little incident, however, 
I will venture to allude to. 

Thad just passed ‘‘ Reynard’s Cave” when I heard the terrified squealing of a 
rabbit. Pushing aside some brushwood, I suddenly observed amongst some 
rough stones on a very steep part of the hill, but only about 70 yards away, a 
rabbit, all but full grown, with a weasel (or stoat) in full chase. I stood still. 
Suddenly the rabbit tumbled a clean summersault over the stones, and then 
lay still. Instantly the weasel was on him, soon making for his neck. 
Raising my walking-stick, I rushed to the rescue ; but Mr. Weasel did not wait 
—he bolted, and I picked up the poor rabbit, which lay motionless. I made a 
careful examination, and found no signs of a bite, and yet (please, medicals, 
_ take a note) the animal was paralysed—motor and sensory paralysis—beyond all 

doubt the result of shock, of fear. I picked up poor bunny, determined not 
to leave him to the weasel’s tender mercies, placing him over my left arm, 
and carried him through “the Straits,” where the mountains come boldly down 
to the river’s banks, and so on to the “ Dovecots.” By this manceuvre I placed 
the whole hillside between rabbit and weasel. I noticed that the eyes were 
bright, and that after a time it seemed to respond to my “stroking” of its ears, 
as I walked along the Straits ; but it seemed to have entirely lost the use of its 
limbs, and when placed on the ground laid down helpless. By degrees, however, 
motion returned with sensation, and I saw that it tried to tuck the poor little 
head beneath my arm, out of sight. When, however, I reached the “ Dovecots,” I 
placed it gently down, and then I saw it give a pleased hop, and pricked its ears, 
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and so I watched it slowly hop into a large coppice of hazel and pass from sight. 
A gamekeeper to whom I related the incident said that he had often seen a 
rabbit pursued by a weasel, and remarked that they get paralysed with terror 
almost directly, and added, in connection with the rabbit which I rescued, 
“ Probably it would die from the shock.” I should have tried to bring it home 
e my little daughter had I possessed a basket or a bag that day, which I 

id not. 

T soon reached the village of Milldale, half-way to the “ Fishing House.” It 
was as I neared this village, and after I had passed it (for a quarter of a mile or 
so), that I fully realised the lowness of the Dove at present. Large, moss- 
covered stones lay across the stream, the moss dry, rotte, and dark brown, 
normally covered by water and green; and the water—oh ! the water—I was 
afraid to drink, lest I should cause a drought by using my flask. Nota fish 
could be seen, and it seemed to me as if nothing short of a “ general rising” (a 
fishy resurrection) could ever repeople the stream at this part of the river, and so 
evidently thought somebody else ; for in the course of half a mile or so I saw a 
trout-breeding tank, with small house and narrow lane, but with nothing at pre- 
sent going on. On my way home, however, I stumbled across a large, pad- 
locked zine box, with close-meshed wire, sunk in a deepish hole, and with a nice 
current running through it, doubtless containing the young fry bred 100 yards 
farther up the river in the “ tanks” or “ponds,” which I had noticed on my way 
up the river in the morning. 

Above this point, what a change in scenery! So wnlike that through which 
one pees through ‘the Dale”—which is grand—but beautiful and plentifully 
wooded, 

The prospect before me reminded me of the southern highlands of Scotland, 
some parts of Selkirkshire or Roxburghshire (the Valley of the Kale at 
Hounam Kirk), some parts of the “ Manor water” in Peebleshire, and so forth. 
But I could not help noticing how much art had done to assist nature in making 
a series of long, still reaches, so valuable ina dry season like this; indeed, I 
imagined myself a second Lord Dundreary, and I have now a “ widdle” to give 
you— 

“Why does the Dove from the village of Milldale up to the ‘ Fishing House’ 
resemble the life of an impatient man? ” 

“What,” you say, “ the gentle Dove like an angry man ?” 

“Yes. Just for these few miles of its course. Do you give it up?” 

Answer : Dam(n)s innumerable. 

As I was nearing my destination I got on the wrong side, and, seeing an old 
woman, I made tracks—for her. It appeared as if she, no way loth, was coming 
towards me, basket on arm, containing dairy produce, doubtless. 

When Isaid “‘ How far am I from the ‘Fishing House’?” I noticed that she 
never moved a muscle, and then began— 


“Can you direct me, Sir, to —— ?” 
“Why,” I said, “ T am astranger myself, and need directing.” 
“How far ——” she began. 


And I yelled out, “TI know nothing about it.” 
‘‘Oh!” she pleaded, “TI can’t hear you, I am so deaf ; please speik louder.” 


Fortunately, I espied an old man mending a gate across the rivar, anda rustic 
bridge soon conveyed me across. 


“ How far is the ‘ Fishing House’ off?” 
“Eh, Sir, what did you say ?” 


He, too, was deaf, but not so deaf, and soI at last gained my point. As T left 
him I saw the old lady going across, and I thought, “Well! how on earth will 
these good folks ever understand one another ?” It must have been embarrassing 
——for both—and amusing to an onlooker. 


At last I turned rounda corner, to find myself in sight of the dear old “ Fishing 
House,” square, with its diamond-shaped panes, its pyramidal roof, sur- 
mounted with a sundial, &c. I approached the wicket, and as I did so I 
involuntarily uncovered, and walked up to the door bareheaded. It was to me 
the realisation of a lifelong dream; the shrine to which I had come in none 
other than a reverential spirit, was before me. But, if I was moved on entering 
the wicket, how much more as I gazed upon the superscription over the arched 
doorway, under which Izaak Walton and the friend whom his soul loved had 
so often gone out and come in. 


PiscaToRipus SAacrymM. 
(1674) 


What food for thought and reflection here! The door was locked, so I 
mounted the steps and looked in at the window. The round marble table in 
the centre, the old fireplace in the corner—with O. C. on either side—and chairs 
all round the room. I forgot to. add that just over the door the initials I. W. 
and ©. C. are cunningly and skilfully interwoven, cut into a stone below the 
superscription. I took a turn round, and noted how skilfully the “site” of the 
“house ”’ had been chosen. 

It stands with the river taking a sharp horseshoe bend, and all but entirely 
encircling the little massive stone erection, and the views up and down Beresford 
Dale are both lovely and extensive. Ah! he was a poet as well asa fisherman, 
our old master, as his writings testify, andas this monument to his taste—and 
that of his friend, Charles Cotton—abundantly testifies. Requiescat in pace! 
Whose life was peace ! 

Why must I write that I was filled with honest indignation when I saw the 
old door, even the old-fashioned window-panes, cut and disfigured by names of 
cads and cockneys to a disgraceful extent! Poor wretches! What fools men 
must be whose only hope of immortality consists of these schoolboy acts of 
desecration !_ Who cares for—nay, who reads the names thus inscribed, save to 
include them all in one sweeping anathema? By the way, their feebleness 
reminds me of the story of an old Edinburgh street preacher. “Ah!” he said, 
one day, “at the day o’ jidgement ye’ll a’ be wantin’ to haud on to my coat- 
tails ; but, ma certie! /'U/ wear a jacket!” 

Let the moral of this story sink deep into the minds of the pitiful wretches 
who would fain desecrate such monuments of antiquity with their puny 
names, and in Heaven’s name, and that of common-sense, let them forbear. 
No gentleman ever does such an act of vandalism—no man does. Then who 
the deuce are these idiots? No wonder that, as I came out, I saw a 
board nailed to a tree with the following notice, all but unreadable 
now :—“If people continue to damage the Fishing House by scribbling their 
names upon it, or by cutting their names in the trees, I shall be compelled to 
close it against visitors—A. J. B. BerEsrorp-Hopp.” What a shame that 
thisshould be necessary! Oh, army of Gothsand’Arrys! I sat on the steps 
which lead down into the quiet pool which glides round the house, thankful that 
I was alone, doubly thankful that I was not in the midst of the class to which 
I have alluded, and I had “a big think.” I must say that one reflection re- 
mained, which was that the gentleness and goodness of the man had done 
much to make his name loved and revered by anglers all the world over, as 
well as by the cultured readers. of that wonderful English classic with which 
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we are all more or less familiar. I have always loved fishing ever since my boy- 
hood, but I never knew till I sat down by that old Fishing House how much 

had to be grateful for to the quaint old master whose humble disciple I 
am proud to be. The envious, jealous, or greedy fisherman who grudges his 
brother his success, and whose one idea seems to be to fish in order that he 
may brag, has no right to consider that touching invitation as addressed person- 
ally to him. Piscatoribus sacrum! let him but fish and follow that dear old 
man’s footsteps, and then he will understand the nature of the dedication, and 
think it in no way lowering to his manhood to bare his head before he enters 
the door, as I did, and to become his disciple in its true sense. I have nothing 
piscatorial to record worth speaking of; I have simply told the truth, My 
non-success, I trust, may in no way dissuade other anglers from coming here. 

Till rain comes, I cannot honestly say that these upper waters are likely to 
yield good sport. But when it does there ought to be good grayling-fishing 
in November and December ; and, as I have pointed out, the stock of trowt, and 
good sized trout, looks well for next April, May,and June. Anglers, make a note 
of it, and keep your powder (and flies) dry. 

Ags for the Izaak Walton Hotel, like good wine, it needs ‘“‘no bush.” I can 
only say that I have been treated with every possible courtesy, and that I have 
only this to add—Happy is the man who makes the Izaak Walton his temporary 
habitation. 

What a delightful place wherein to sweep away the cobwebs which will 
accumulate in all cities, is the Vale of Dove! Then the walks and the drives ! 
T shall leave it with sincere regret, but with a hope that I may yet revisit Dove- 
dale when “the Dale” is decked with primroses, and the trout (my fish) are 
well on the feed. Till then, adieu to Dovedale the beautiful! 

E. M. Top. 

P.S.—During the few days which have elapsed since I wrote the foregoing, 
the nation has to mourn the loss of the honest politician, the polished and 
accomplished man of letters, aud the true “English gentleman,” whose protest 
still stands within the simple railing inclosing the old Fishing House—Mr. 
Beresford-Hope, M.P. May I venture to express the wish that no follower of 
the old “ master ” will desecrate his ancient fishing house, by so childish an act as 
the one to which I have alluded in my paper ? EH. M. T. 





SUCCESSFUL SALMON ANGLING. 


WHAT may be called “the best on record,” so far at least as 
salmon angling is concerned, was accomplished on the 'I'weed last 
week, where the Hon. and Rev. Robert Liddell has lately been 
having good sport, landing from time to time a large number of 
fine fish, 

His success is the more remarkable considering that the water has run 
extremely low and clear, and has not been in what is generally considered good 
ply for angling. Mr. Liddell’s best day’s sport was got on the Birgham water— 
a beautiful streak of water, for many years closely associated with the memory 
of the late Mr. A. Denison, as keen and true a sportsman as ever threw a fly. 
He-e one day his capture gives the fine record of eighteen fish, weighing in the 
aggregate 258lb. The heaviest of the fish landed scaled 27]b., another 25lb., one 
23\b., one 191b., three 18lb. each, one 17lb., one 16lb., one 151b., one 101b., two 
9b. each, two 8lb. each, one 7lb., one 6lb., and one 5lb., the total giving the 
respectable average weight of a little over 14lb. each. On other occasions he has 
also been successful, but the above is the best day he so far has had this season, 
and has not been beaten by any angler along Tweedside this year. Some other 
anglers have done well ; among these may be mentioned the capture made by 
Sir George Waldie Griffith, who one day landed nine fish giving the splendid 
average of 191b. The autumn angling, however, has on the whole been 
disappointing. The same may be said of nearly all the northern rivers where 
angling is at present open, or where the season has only recently closed. Want 
of more water is the general complaint, and until a rise oceurs very large 
captures are not expected. Mr. Liddell’s capture made the other day wasa very 
remarkable one, and will, no doubt, be long talked of and remembered along the 
Tweed. But notable captures along this famous Scotch river are not uncommon, 
and that made the other day, both as regards the number of salmon taken and 
aggregate weight of the fish, has been beaten. So far as aggregate weight is 
concerned, the best capture we can call to mind was made in the year 1873, when 
an angler on Tweedside took one day thirteen salmon and three grilse, weighing 
together 332lb. This gives a considerably higher average than that of Mr. 
Liddell’s capture. The year 1873 was notable for several remarkable angling 
feats. Among these may be mentioned the capture made by an angler on the 
River Lee, county Cork, one day in the month of April, of fourteen fresh-run 


salmon, and the capture of no less than twenty-six salmon by an angler on the 
River Usk. Comparing all the captures we have alluded to, perhaps that made 
in the Irish river may be classed as the best sporting feat of any of those 
mentioned. The fish which came in from the sea in the early spring months are 
strong and lusty. Invigorated by their sojourn in the salt water, they are, so 
to speak, in the pink of perfection, and afford far better sport than fish which 
have remained in the fresh water for a lengthened period. Among the heaviest 
zalmon lately taken by anglers was a splendid fish of 42lb. weight taken by a 
professional fisherman on the Shannon. On this river were also quite recently 
taken a fish of 394Ib., one 383lb., and one 34lb. On the Eden, at Warwick 
Hall, the keeper landed a fish of 35lb. In the Dee and Don district of Aber- 
deenshire, &c., fine salmon have been landed. A beautiful fish of 38lb. was 
lately taken, and in the Tweed one of 351b.—Morning Post. 
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BOIL IT DOWN. 


[We ffind this “friendly advice” in a capital little paper called Wit and 
Wisdom, and sincerely kope some of our contributors will take the hint. —Ep.] 


Whatever you have to say, my friend— 
Whether witty, or grave, or gay— 
Condense as much as ever you can, 
And say in the readiest way ; ; 
And whether you write on rural affairs, 
Or particular things in town, ° 
Just a word of friendly advice—Boil it down. 
For if you go spluttering over a page, 
When a couple of lines would do, 
Your butter is spread so rauch, you see, 
That the bread looks plainly through. 
So when you have a story to tell, 
And would like a little renown, 
To make quite sure of your wish, my friend—Boil it down. 


When writing an article for the press, 
Whether prose or verse, just try 
To utter your thoughts in the fewest words, 
And let it be crisp and dry ; : 
And when it is finished, and you suppose ° 
It is done exactly brown, 
Just look it over again, and then—Boil it down. 


For editors do not like to print 
An article lazily long, 
And the general reader does not care 
For a couple of yards of song. 
So gather your wits in the smallest space, 
If you'd win the author’s crown, 
And every time you write, my friend—Boil it down. 





GRAYLING-FISHING AT RINGWOOD. 


MANY grayling anglers may not be aware that some very decent 
grayling-fishing can be had at Ringwood in the Mill Stream. 
Tickets, price 2s. 6d. per day, are to be obtained at the Crown Hotel. 
Some nice fish were taken last week, including five brace of grayling, 
averaging lb. each, with one of 1b. 13}0z., by Mr. G, L. Polden, of 
Ringwood, all with fly. Mr. P. writes: “I got most of them with 
the Red Tag, but Red Quill Gnats, Blue Dun, Ked Spinner will all kill 
well now. I consider flies on eyed-hooks much better than those 
tied on gut ; the fly has a more natural appearance on the water. 
The Red Tag I send is made by Messrs. Bowness, in the Strand, 
and seems to me perfection itself.” It certainly is an excellent 
pattern—red hackle at shoulder, green peacock body, ribbed with 
flat gold twist and red floss silk tag. 





THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACKET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neck in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 
Harris homespun, is all that an angler can desire. For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
send to THOMAS AND Sons, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48, South Molton-street, W. 
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1, Sonning Weirand Pool. (Caughti8lb, | 10, Ditch, “ lay-bye.” 

and 15lb. pike here,—A. G. J.) 11, Caught 211b. pike here.—A. G. J. 
2. Sonning Lock. 12. Large reed flain, eddy, and “lay-bye,” 
3. Fine pike water. 13. Upper deeps—barbel swim. 
4, Sonning Church, 14, Long eyot and eddy—pike and perch 
5. Sonning Mill. .- hole. 
6. French Horn Inn (Wm. Hull, land- | 15, Chub hole and swim. 

lord). 16, “ Patrick stream.” 
7. Hull’s backwater and barbel-hole, 17, Channel to Eel bucks — pike 
8. Sonning Bridge. “ spinning ” water, 
9, White Hart Inn. 





PIKEING PRECEPTS. 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 
By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 240.) 
WE have now reached the village of Sonning - on - Thames, 
whence, on to Shiplake, are three miles of capital “all-round ” fish- 
ing. Pike, perch, barbel, chub, roach, &c., are plentiful, with occa- 
sional carp of large size, while fine trout are frequently caught at 
the weirs, which, being private waters, permission to fish must 
first be obtained of the owners—a privilege not often refused if the 
angler’s credentials are satisfactory. y 

Over the long bridge, one minute from Sonning village, is the French Horn 
Hotel, kept by my old friend, Wm. Hull. He and his excellent wife always 
make anglers comfortable and happy, and to feel “at home.” I have spent 
iwwany pleasant days there, and successful ones too, in respect to angling, being 
often attended by Hull, who has “gaffed” many a large pike for me. He 
knows all the “likely spots” on that portion of the Thames, and is never so 
pleased as when his patrons have good sport. He also rents the ‘“ backwater ” 
leading from the main river to the French Horn. From his garden can be fished 
a fine deep eddy, noted for barbel and chub—where Bailey of Nottingham, had 
a fabulous catch a few years since, and which by arrangement, Hull would 
no doubt, “ bait” for anyone staying at his hostelry. 

The other inns are the White Hart, by W. Locksley, close to the bridge 
(Berkshire side), and the Bull, near the church. 

The angler visiting Sonning should, before “ getting afloat "—for a punt is 
necessary to fish these waters properly—devote an hour in viewing the charming 
village, noted for its cottages covered with clematis and climbing honeysuckles ; 
the exquisite ‘“ God’s acre,” in which— 

“ Beneath those rugged elms and yew-trees’ shade, 
Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap, 


Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 
The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep.” 


Also the ancient church, its foundation dating back to a period prior to that 
of Reading Abbey—a very beautiful object from any point of view; but 
backed up by and embowered in lofty elms, the church, village, and bridge, as 
seen from the meadow opposite 8, form a picture that for rural simplicity and 
loveliness, is matchless on any part of the Thames. 

One great advantage of the river about here is that nearly all of it is fishable ; 
but in order to point out some of the choicer spots, I have prepared the accom- 
panying map, numbering those eddies, swims, and lay-byes, &c., I know from 
experience to be good, and worth carefully fishing, where sport may be expected. 
To many of these places exciting incidents pertain, which may appear as “ Pike 
and Perch Angling Experiences ” later on in the “ F. G.” 

Permission must be obtained to fish the weir No. 1, and the waters round 
the adjacent islands down to the bridge by the French Horn, also the middle 
stream from above the weir to the mill, and the backwaters on the left below 
the lock ; but the “ navigation channel,” and No. 3—the lower end of eyot (a 
capital spot)—thence to the bridge, and the main river to Shiplake is all free 
fishing, the “ Patrick stream” alone excepted, 
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| 18. Excellent perch water. 27, Shiplake Church and Quarry. 
19, Hel-bucks, backwater, 28. Phiilimore Island. Tine perch-fish- 


20. Capital pike water. ing from the towpath. 





21, Caught pike 20lb. here.—A. G. J. 29. “Cut” to Burrow farm, private 

22, Chub hole. water, Fine pike here in main 

23. Lower deeps—barbel swim. river. 

24, Eddy—pike water, 30. Burrow Farm. 

25, Bridge and ditch. 31, Shiplake Weirs. 

26, Shiplake deeps, Fine fishing all | 32. Shiplake Lock, Mill, and Pool. 
about here, 33, River Loddon, 


In the corner of the weir at No. 1 is a splendid hole and eddy, with a depth 
of about 10ft. Here I caught an 18lb. and 15lb. pike, and one evening lost 
another much larger. I had “spotted” this fish and its feeding time, an hour 
before which I quietly got up my punt, and moored it in a position commanding 
the pike’s “cruising ground.” Baiting with a small barbel of about 11b. weight 
on “leger tackle”-—a capital method when fishing weirs, where the water is 
deep and heavy, or pike are known to be of large size—I speedily had a “run,” 
and played the fish for some time, when, on getting it near my gaff, it made a 
tremendous rush and broke my line. 

In the following autumn this fish located itself in deep water under a 
bush, some distance down the river, nearly opposite No. 13, where a friend of 
mine got hold of it; but the sh smashed his tackle, and itis at the present 
moment uncaught. Wm. Hull was in the punt with my friend, and they 
estimated the weight of this large pike at considerably over 301b. 

As the Thames flows to the north-east down the “‘ reaches” between Cavers- 
ham and Shiplake, a south-west wind is the best for fishing, and if a moderate 
breeze is blowing, all the better, for pike as a rule feed well in such weather, 
especially if the nights are frosty. Under similar conditions of wind and 
weather I have had my most successful days in these waters. 

When the river is full, a nice “lay-bye ” about 4ft. deep will be found at the 
mouth of the ditch No. 10 ; the water being quiet, roach often draw in here, and 
a pike is pretty sure to be handy. The punt should be dropped stern first to 
within about eight yards of the opening, and a paternoster quietly cast over the 
sedges, when, if a fish is there, the bait is almost sure to be taken ; but this place 
is useless unless the river is in partial flood. A little lower on the opposite side 
at No. 11, isa rush bed, a capital winter resort for pike, and, after the “next 
push of water,” it should be fishable. The late H. L. Rolfe, with myself, once 
had a good catch in this place; and returning late one afternoon with Mr. 
Spencer Whitehead after a very unsuccessful day, we pulled up here quite asa 
“forlorn hope,” when my despair was turned into rejoicing, by the capture of a 
twenty-one pounder, which, after a good deal of trouble with a ‘‘smallish” 
landing-net, I eventually got into the well of the punt. It was as handsome a 
pike as ever I caught in the Thames. 

On the same side lower down, at No. 12, is a large reed-flam and pool of con- 
siderable length, extending to or beyond the pollard-alders. This fine piece of 
water is well worth careful fishing, and with that object, time beiag 
devoted to it, as it is just the right sort of place to hold big pike. The angler 
might land, and paternoster the “lay-byes” from the bank. It would also pay 
to bait this with worms, and fish for perch the next day, the trouble most likely 
resulting in a good catch. 

No. 13 is the “ upper deep” barbel swim, celebrated for heavy takes of these 
fish by — Woodmass, Esq., and Wm. Bailey, of Nottingham ; but more par- 
ticularly associated with Mr. J. W. Gant, who made wonderful catches there, 
and on one occasion had his “baiting,” of some 4,000 lobworms, deliberately 
appropriated by another angler; an incident within the memory of mary 
piscatorial habitues of the river, and which gave rise to a “‘cause-celébre” in 
the Guildhall law courts. No. 23 is the “ lower deep ” swim, also noted for large 
barbel, and where Mr. Gant caught one of 12lb. a few seasons ago. 

At the end of “long eyot,” No. 14, the current forms a large back eddy 
towards the meadow. The bank is clothed with a heavy growth of bushes, which 
project some distance over and into the river, with about 6ft. depth of water 
under them. This js a splendid hole for perch, and in a flood, pike and shoals of 
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roach draw in here for rest against the stress of stream outside. When the 
water is still high, but fining, is the best time to fish this choice eddy, by quietly 
dropping the punt down, and fixing it close up into the “ withies” at the end of 
the eyot, with the stern down stream, and thus not disturbing the water. The 
eddy may be paternostered with a small dace, and later on in the season, when 
weeds have disappeared, fished with “ snap-tackle ; or “ legered ” with a live-bait, 
if the river is “ bank full.” This place seldom disappoints the angler, and has 
yielded many pike and perch of large size. ‘ : 

‘As an instance of its capabilities, I may mention the following. circumstance, 
my own experience, which is recorded by “Red Spinner,’ in his “ Waterside 
Sketches”: During the high floods that occurred in the Thames Valley, 
the early part of the New Year, 1875, the pike-fishers were completely non- 
plussed. One well known amongst them went to Sonning as soon as there 
seemed to be a prospect of success, and found the water in colour and con- 
sistency not unlike pea-soup. All his efforts were abortive until luncheon 
time. Then he moored his punt to some “ withies” at the end of an “ eyot,” in 
a position commanding a deep, quiet eddy. Discarding the ordinary methods 
of live-baiting, he improvised a “ ledger-tackle ” by placing a heavy perforated 
bullet on the “ trace,” a yard above the bait, and the result justified his choice 
of both place and method. His live-baits were large dace, and the yard of 
“ free trace ” below the bullet allowed them to pirouette in a pretty wide circle. 

The angler had fortunately “struck ile” ; the eddy of his choice happened 
no doubt, to be the furnished apartments into which a large family of pike 
had been driven by stress of water, and the baits dropped into their midst 
like manna in the wilderness. 

Their pikeships one after another, simply opened their jaws and absorbed 
the treacherous dace, taking things ridiculously easy untii they felt the steel ; 
then running madly, they gave splendid sport. In one lucky hour the angler 
caught six fish, the largest of them 13zlb., 10lb., 91b., and 8zlb., the total 
weighing 492lb. 

Beyond this point the current gets swifter, impinging against the bank just 
before it reaches the tree at No. 15, under which is a deep scour ; a capital swim 
for barbel and chub when the river is at its normal height ; but it can only be 
fished from a punt. The other choice places in the Sonning waters will be de- 
scribed in my next article. 

(To be continued. 
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SALMON ANGLING: NORTH OF SCOTLAND. 
By W. MURDOCH. 


IT is safe to say that all round the autumn salmon angling in the 
North of Scotland has never before been so disappointing as it has 
proved this year. It could scarcely have been worse. The fish 
were very late in taking to the rivers: there was little rain until 
about the middle of the present month, and what there was the 
thirsty ground soon licked up, the consequence, therefore, being 
that the streams, instead of running in such volume as is usual in 
autumn, still continued low—even so low as to be under their 
ordinary summer level. A state of matters like this was bound to 
tell, and, sooth to say, it has told most seriously against the angling. 
Anglers for salmon for fifty years have never seen such a state of 
affairs. The record has been broken, and broken with a vengeance ; 
but, sad to tell, on the wrong side. The year ’87 will be a year 
to be remembered. 

The angling, although wretchedly poor in the main, has yet been fairly good 
in some places. It would seem that the proprietors and tenants of the lower 
and fairly lower reaches of rivers having a long course are those that have 
suffered most in proportion to the reputation their fishings possess. The rain 
was far too long in coming ; consequently, when it did come, the fish that left the 
sea pushed up river much more quickly than is usual for them to do in autumn. 
They had to make up for their enforced detention in the salt water. 
Instinctively they wished to gain the spawning-grounds, and it is really 
marvellous how quickly many have pushed up river a long, long distance. From 
thirty to forty miles inland fish fresh from the sea have been caught in fair 
numbers in one or two of our long-run rivers. This is but another illustration 
of the determination of the fish to reach the natal waters at the regular time 
they are due there. It is quite a sight to see them when they are pushing up 
stream at top speed—in their haste some of them run clean aground in attempt- 
ing to pass the shallows at the fords and garths. Nothing daunts them— 
intensely cold water, snow-broth, or heavy floods—in the autumn of the year 
if they are behind their wonted time in getting away from the sea. It is 
otherwise if they get a good “swimming” water to let them up whenever 
they wish. 

The Spey has fished worse this autumn than it has done for many a long year. 
The sea-trout and finnock did not come up in their usual plenty until late over 
in the season. There was no good run at any time ; and besides this, there was 
far too long a spell of much too fine weather. The absence of rain at the right 
time completely destroyed the chances of sport. Both for salmon and sea-trout 
the greater part of the usually best time of the “back end” was wasted in 
thrashing water so low and clear that fish, even the very few (comparatively) 
that were in it, were fairly off looking at the fly. Minnow, which it was hoped 
would be a good medicine for the salmon, was tried by several of the most per- 
severing rods, but with very indifferent success. Prawn, too, received a little 
attention ; still, even with it anglers did next to nothing. The end of the season 
gave a poor finishing off. The hills up country got quite covered with snow ; and 
the weather, so genial before, became quite wintry. From too beautifully fine, 
it all of a sudden got too squally and cold for good angling. Fine fish came on in 
pretty fair number, albeit they did not take as they undoubtedly would have done 
had there been more water and less snow. Spey anglers have not reaped a tithe 
of the harvest of salmon they had bargained for. The Duke of Richmond’s 
splendid fishery has, as usual, been thoroughly fished by a number of crack rods : 
it did tolerably some days, but for the whole season its yield is not in sight of 
the average of ordinary years. Occasionally, a day’s pretty fair sport was got up 
the Rothes and Aberlour way. There was, however, on no reach of the river 
any steady getting of good sport for a length of time. Latterly, as fish became 
more plentiful, good sport might have been got had the river not been so 
fluctuating ; doubtless it would have been far better, even with the com- 
paratively few fish there were, had the weather “ broken” a fortnight to three 
weeks earlier than it did,—then, perhaps, the fish would have been in less hurry 
to reach the spawning grounds. They would have had more time to travel up, 
and et be in good time, No fish so large as to call for special notice were 
eaug or, : 

The Dee salmon-angling has been very poor, Up to the 10th of the prosent | 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 







































Oct. 29, 1887. 


month there was a great scarcity of fish. The wind kept in the north-east for 
a very long time, which made the sea very rough inshore. ‘The fish consequently 
did not incline to take the river. A very stormy time was experienced between 
the 13th and 17th—a great deal of snow fell on the hills, the river rose to fish- 
able size, and some fish pushed up. Then the fine weather came back, the wind 
changed its airt, and there was a good run of fine fish ; but under the influence of 
soft winds from the west and the bright sun, the snow, from melting daily, kept 
the river moving up and down, and this had the effect of kee ping the fish on the 
move. They inclined to run at ‘any rate, and the unsteady state of the river 
was just the thing to hold them agoing. The lower waters did not “hold” the 
fish nearly so well as they do when spates occur early in the autumn. These 
waters have yielded, notwithstanding the late season, even worse than those much 
higher up. Some famous autumn reaches of the river have greatly disappointed 
those who rent them. Mr. Hay, of Blackhall’s celebrated fishery, has not fished 
anything like up to the mark. Park and Kingcausie, both famous reaches for 
heavy fish, have fished most wretchedly. Mr. Fred Pickop had one or two pretty 
fair days on Knappach, and the large party on Culter water have done not so 
poorly, after all, as they thought they were likely to do. Fly seems to have 
killed better than anything else ; and this fact many old Dee anglers, now no 
longer fishing their favourite river, will, no doubt, be very glad to learn. 
Natural minnow is still on the go ; and still, by some of the tenants, the market- 
ing of all the fish they catch, and their friends help them to catch, is continued. 
This is a dark blot on Dee angling. About the’ closing, should the water be in 
ply, and the weather highly favourable, good sport will no doubt=be got. Fish 
are ascending from the sea every day, but though this is the case, it is hardly 
possible for the river to be very well stocked before the season ends— 
on Monday, Ist. There is scarcely a trace of disease, and nearly all the fish 
being got are good, and still in their silvery livery. The average weight is from 
16 to 20lb. Late grilse are plentiful. 

The Don has fished very much below the average. Above the dykes the sport 
has not come up at ail: anglers have hada most disappointing time. The sport 
looked for a while as likely to bring up a fair season before the end ; but the 
gleam of hope was quickly dispelled. Below the principal dykes a great many 
fish have been slaughtered—we will not say killed by fair angling. For nearly a 
week the river came down more black than ever it was seen before, and this had the 
effect of, in a great measure, spoiling the sport with fly above the dykes. Tenants 
up river have been complaining grievously by reason of the want of sport. Fish 
did not get up as they should have done had the mills only taken away a fair 
share of the water out of the main channel. The Don will never again be its 
old self for good salmon-angling with fly. It is a doomed river, as there is 
really no prospect of the upper proprietors ever combining, and _ bestirring 
themselves vigorously wiih a view to having it opened up. They are completely 
cowed ; the mill owners simply shake their long purses in their faces, and say, 
“Try yourselves.” Isn’t this a hopeless state of matters? Rightly used, the 
Don’ would be a splendid autumn salmon river—aye more, a splendid spring 
salmon river as well. It would afford scope for a hundred salmon rods, and 
everyone would have plenty of water. At the figure now paid for salmon- 
angling, what an enormous sum the upper and middle proprietors would take in 
yearly for the sport inspring and autumn, were the river only opened up! It is 
2 marvel to me that the Fishery Board for Scotland have not taken the “ bull 
by the horns” ; it is little encouragement indeed that they have given the up- 
river proprietors. This is surely not as it should be ; there must be a screw 
loose somewhere. To show how badly the Don is used, it may be mentioned 
that on Friday last 650 fish were netted in a pool below one of the dykes, and 
transferred by the bailiffs to the water above to let them get up the river. 

There has been some very fair salmon-angling on the Deveron. This river, 
compatible with its reputation, has done best of all the rivers of the north-east. 
It had the advantage over its neighbours in that it sooner received a plentiful 
supply of water. There was a roaring spate, and then good angling waters 
ensued. Some very fine fish have been got. 

North Esk.—Colonel Ramsay, as usual, is to the front with a good fair 
record ; the sport, however, has not been good all over. The river has been too 
low, and out of all ply, in consequence of too little rain having come, and been 
too late in coming. 

Ythun and Ugie-—These nice little rivers have suffered most seriously 
through want of rain ; they have not yielded a fifth of their usual return of 
autumn salmon. Of salmon and grilse, Mr. Jopp and Mr. Stuart-Gordon have 
had about a dozen, and Professor Niven about a like number from Colonel 
Ferguson of Pitfour’s Ugie fishery. 
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SLATER’S NEW NOTTINGHAM ROACH ROD. 


Mr. Davip SLATER, of Newark-on-Trent, whose “ Combination 3H 
Nottingham and ordinary reel “has proved such a boon and a 
blessing ” to anglers, has recently brought out a new roach rod—not 
u Lea roach rod, but one suited in every respect to the scientific 
“Nottingham” style of fishing “from the reel,” or “ledgering,” or 
“ stret-pegging”; indeed, in any kind of fishing where a light, 
springy rod is required. It is a capital rod for either the beginner 
or the experienced hand; indeed, one of the latter writes to us 
respecting it as follows :— 


“ Sir,—I have just tried the new Nottingham Roach Rod, brought out by 
David Slater, of Newark-on-Trent. Its length is about 11ft., weight 12oz., 
and being neither too whippy nor too stiff, it is admirably adapted for either 
bank or punt-fishing ; it would do equally well for bream and dace-fishing. 
Tested to the utmost, and made from the best well-seasoned wood, it is capable 
of standing a good strain, is simply perfect in balance, and strong enough to 
kill a 6lb. barbel almost as easily as a 1lb. roach, and may be held in one hand 
all day long without the least fatigue or inconvenience ; in fact, taking it 
altogether, it is a genuine bit of work—worth double the money to anyone in 
want of such a rod, and although I have not the slightest interest in recom- 
mending it, I have no hesitation in saying it will give every satisfaction. The 
price is 7s. 6d., and it should command a large sale.—I am, &e., 

“A NorringHamM ANGLER.” 


ES PL 





DENTIST (kindly) : “ Now does that hurt?” Patient: “I don’t mind your work- 
ing on the tooth so much, but if you will just ease your sleeve-button out of my 
right eye, I’ll be obliged,” 


PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—W hat is more comforting in cold and damp weather than “ Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficiat to the weak and aged than this wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men ? What do sportsmen and travellers fiad more sustaining than a 
flagk of this ynyivalled liqueur and for whomaatronger quality N Sportsman's’) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations, Observe our branded corks and oapaules, Sold by Wine Merohanws, and by Thowgy 
REE oe Maidstone, and 46, Gresogavetreet, BO, Makers of the delicious Morelly Marmalad 
Bod DY &rqoeys, ‘ q 
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W. WOODFIELD & 


SONS, 
EASEVORF WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITCH. 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 


SOLZ MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes, 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLAGE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested,and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 

G. 


PIKE FISHIN 


“As an intimation that it is quite time to look up tackle fer pike-fishing, Mr. FE. 8. Shrubsole, of 
15, Medway-strcet, Maidstone (whose trout, dace, and chub flies give so much satisfaction), sends us 
samples of his ‘ Jardine’ snap-tackle for live buits. Having taken on this tackle hundreds of pike 
from 6l1b. to 261b. in weight, we are quite satisied that the ‘Jardine’ snap-tackle is the best that can 
be used. Mr. Shrubsole’s pattern of it is correctly made with the smaller hook for attaching the 
tackle to the bait. He sells them on silvercd, brass, or copper gimp, at 344. each. We wish he would 
stain the gimp a dark colour. Mr. Shrubsole sella a capital spoon bait mounted on gimp with swivel 
and triangle for 1s. He has promised to use solid brass rings in place of the steel split-rings, which 
soon rust and smash when a good fish strikes the bait. We have repeatedly pointed out the folly of 
using these steel split rings, especially in salt or brackish water, The rust gets into tha split in the 
ring, and thus attacks it inside and out; a split-ring is only half as strong as it looks, and should 
never be used in mounting fishing baits. _Mrs-Shrubsole sells a well-made ‘Co orado’ tassel bait at 
1s.3d. We have pointed out to him that if the tassel is made of feather from a white duck, dyed 
scarlet, it looks better then red wool, dries much q‘icker, and there is consequcntly less liability to rust 
the triangle—a rusty hook is often worse than uscle's, as it breaks down just when you want its help 
most. Mr, 8S. also sends some improved Chapman spinners, Thames flights, &c. He is an enthusiastic 
angler himself, and is always glad to give any information in his power.”—FIsHING GAZETTE. 


ANY DESCRIPTION OF PIKE TACKLE MADE TO ORDER. 


CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 
BUIL.T CANE 
RODS, 


With and Without Steel Centres, 


From 38 Guineas each. 


* MecGeoietes ALL _METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- s 
Before cementing. ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. After cementing. 

Awarded 27 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 1881. BEWARE OF IMITA- 
‘TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” advertised by pretended manufac- 
tur-rs. SIGNIFICANT FACT.—We were awarded THE ONLY GOLD MEDAL for 
Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for Bert Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great Fisheries Exhibition, 
London, ‘8. Only Medal at the “ Inventions’ Exhibition, 1885. The Gold Medal, Liverpool, 1886, 


The Improved “Invincible” Fishing Brogue. 


tee Proprietors- HARDY BROTHERS. 
IG. 
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Price 288. per Pair. 


Send length and shape of foot (withont « 
boots) marked on a Piece of Paper. 


These are without-doubt the lightest, most durable, and comfortable Brogues 
made. They are made from special (oak bark) tanned russet-hide, ‘I'he soles are 
sewn to the uppers with leather, and the square-headed hobs are put through the 
sole and riveted into copper washers (as rhown in Fig. 1), before the sole is put on, 
so that it is almost impossible for a nail to draw ; and as the nails do not work loose, 
and have no points, they never come through the boot and injure the waders, not 
be mention the foot. They require no oil or grease. 


Send for Illustrated Catalogue, Post Free, 8 stamps, 96 pages, over 100 Hustrations. 


hardy Bros, <zss"Alnwek, Northumbeelan 


* i Betsy td ‘y Ri q ‘ % a 
GS Ses HERIBIT a) Siand 466, ERE. BRHITION, NEWCASTLE 





W. BARTLEET & SONS 


ABBEY MILLS, (@™2:8) pppprTcH. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTURERS 


TESTED FISH HOOKS, - 


INCLUDING 
‘ INDE; 
eon? Era 


gut 





FISHING-HOOK 
RUST-PROOFED. 
BS” Purchasers wre requested to see that each Packet bears the above Trade Mark, with 
H, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s signature, without which none are genuine. a, 


THE “ ARGHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES, 
FISHING RODS REELS, TACKLE, &c., &. 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIE8 to STANDARD PATTERNS. 


IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & TroutRods 


reeval THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES, 
Particular attention is given to the manufacture of these Rods, which are formed in sections of 
equilateral triangles, thereby getting the strongest possible combination. Selected canes only are 


separated, 
The Rods thus produced are therefore perfect in balance, powerful in action, and unequalled for dura- 
bility A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected by means of 
a New and Registered Serrated Ferrule, drawings of which are herewith given :— 
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(B) 

Fig. A shows the Serrated Ferrule as fixed, before the stIk bindings are put on. Fig. B shows the 
ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the “ M\LLESON ” are the very Best and Cheapest Ameri- 
can Cane-built Rods in the Market. They can he obtained with Corked, Cane, or inlaid Butts, in various 
lengths, for Salmon or Trout, of any Fishing Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom. 

Specialities :— 
THE “IMPERVIOUS” WATFRPROOF SILK DOUBLE TAPER SWITCHING LINE. 
THE “GRESHAM” PLAITED PURE SILK LINE. 
REG’D (No. 53026) CAST BOXES in 2, 3,4,and5 Compart nents, 
THE “GRESHAM” COLLAPSING STEEL LANDING RING. 
NEWLY-INVENTED BOOK FOR EYRD AND OTHER FLIES, 
s PATENT CASTING MULTIPLYING REEL. 


LoNDON House (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, EC. 


London Wholesale Agent for Malloch’s Patent Casting and other Reels and Gaffs. 





REDUCED SCALE. 


THE COMET” PIKE BAIT 


(For Spinning or Trailing). 


Mr. BENNETT, River-Keeper, Wraysbury, writes: —‘I have killed 130 Pike 
with your ‘Comet’ Bait in ten days.” : : 
“Mr T. THOMPSON, Northfield, Thorne, Doncaster, writes this week :— 


“The ‘Comet’ Bait I had from you is Al. I caught 12 Pike with it in water 
I had previously spun over with Roach without getting a run,” 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER TESTIMONIALS. 


PRICE (Best Quality), 1s. 8d. Hach: Post Free, 1s, 8d. Each, of 
B. R. BAMBRIDGE, Manufacturer, Nton-on-Thames. 


ESTABLISHED 1790. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 
J. W. MARTIN, 


The “Trent Otter,’ 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


Manufacturer of First-clacs FLSHIN+ GOODS for all Parts of the World. 
Pike and other Rods of splendid quality. carefully tested and finished, from 4s. to 12s. each. 
Pike Tackle of the most approved make, best quality only. 
Pure Plaited Silk Pike Lines, 9d. and lz, per score yards. Buy your Goods direct from the Factory , 
and get the Best and Cheapest Fishing Goods in the World. 
ADDRESS AS ABOVE. 
128 page Descriptive Catalogue and Angler’s Guide sent post free to any address on application. 


ee 


TROUT AND GRAYLING/REAL PORPOISE HIDE 
pene sh LEATHER AND LACES; 


Orders are now booked at low rates for Ova, Fry, 

and Yearlings irgm the finest and gamest strains 
Tanned ond Curried from the reat BELUGA, 
or WHITH WHALE. Best quality, Wholesale 


in the kingdom, 
RSE FPISE and HATCHIN 
G04 =i of only. Instruct your shoemaker, in ordap to saaurg 
ths real article, to enply to : 


APPARATUS SUPPLIED. 
VISHERIES LAID Ot. 

WILLIAM OREATTER, Tanner § Curvley 
ST, PRTER'S LEATHER WORKS, LERDS, 














PRIOH [I4TY ON APPLICATION 70 
THOMAS FORD, Mawox eal 
GAISTOR, GUNGOLNSHIRA: 






FOSTER'S 


NEW FLY BOOK 





Price 12s.6d. Fitted with } Dozen'each 
of 48 kinds of Flies for whole Season, 
39s. Gd. (subject to Discount). 
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FOSTER'S ANGLERS FRIEND” 








With Silk Waterproof 
Cord. 


Price Js. 9d. (subject:ito 
Discount). 


Asa PIONEER ENTERPRISE, with the object of adding to the ever-growing number of Fishermen who habitually use our Specialities, we—in order to at - 
once place REFINED AND IMPROVED REQUISITES of every description in the hands of all who wish to use such—we, for short a period, give ANNUALLY 


A HEAVY DISCOUNT on all purchases (whether WHOL 
November 19th. 


ESALE OR RE 


TAIL) FOR TWENTY-ONE DAYS, commencing October 29th, and ending 
WE SHALL DEDUCT A DISCOUNT OF 15 PER CENT. (ic, 3s. in the Pound) off both WHOLESALE and RETAIL INVOICES. 


Write for Catalogues—largest issued in Great Britain—(Retail), 120 pages and over 200 Illustrations, 8 stamps. Wholesale (to Trade only), 2 stamps. 





Transparent Pearl Bait, 2s. 1d. Pike and Salmon, 3s. and 
3s. 6d. (subject to discount). 
































For Night or Day Fishing. 1s. and ls. 3d. 
Subject to discount. 


Outside Pillar or Fared Reels, from 11s. 6d. (sub. to discnt.). 









SKELETON 


NEW jij 
—= LI CENTRE WINCH 








GPRING FITTING 



































Price 2s.€d. Subjectit> discount. 
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ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST "['Hf A the World Produces 
AT 35, A POUND. 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 


Samples, Price List, and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63. BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTSOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 834, HIGH HOLBORN, W.”%., LONDON. 


E.C, 








Angling Reminiscences, 


BY 


FRANCIS FRANCIS, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
ST. DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 





D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 
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WATERPROOF. 


WARRANTED. ]P 
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Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
Hon, W. E. Gladstone, and 
many other prominent person- 
ages in this Country and 
Europe. 
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SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 
8, SHOREDITCH, E. 


Slightly Soiled Coats can frequently be had at low prices. 





- 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCIS, in “ By Lake and River.” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE a 
UP WHILE CaSTING. 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 4 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, : 

. 

5 






In ordering, please to specify the 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN, 


ers, 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


al 
€ 


IMPROVED PIKE SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 


recommended by H, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. _ 


FARLOW’S “ ES FISHING BASKET. 
egd. No. 25,692. 
FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE:DRIER, 
Regd. No. 38,511. 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET. 
Very light. 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ” Putney, 
45 es Hammersmith, 
50 rn Barnes, 

Add 55 a Kew. 
75 + Richmond, 
80 i Twickenham, 
85 - Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON DRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 


Saturday, October 29 ae ses 12.23 an Hc 12.44 
Sunday, a 30 was sat 1.3 age os NEPA 
Monday, " 31 eee ae 1.36 Ane vee 1.52 
Tuesday, November 1 nae oe 2.7 aes see 2.22 
Wednesday, $ 2 XC one 2.36 A Te 2.50 
Thursday, + 3 ua aCe 3.7 50e “es 3.22 
Friday, 4 Re 3.38 wasn ere 3.54 


@@ River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE,. 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, f 

There does not appear any variation in the character of the river, and the bitterly 
cold wind which prevailed in the early part of the present week has kept away the 
presence of the anglers in some of the more exposed reaches of the Thames, In 
the tidal portion of the river there appears to have been the best of fishing, with 
results varying from 201b. to 35lb. weight of roach and dace in the day. On the 
23rd inst. there were twenty-eight punts and eight boats out fishing between Ted- 
dington Loch and the Orleans Club swim, exclusive of the Richmond punts, which 
were all out. The water is described as being “ the same,” but plenty of good fishing. 
In the upper district,’and especially what is known as the Weybridge portion of the 
Thames, some few jack have come to grief; but until the weeds get pretty well 
cleared there will not be much done. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMoND.—Christopher Brown, one day, with Mr. Whitley, 21lb. weight of 
roach ; another day, with Mr. Stead, 301b. of roach ; another day, with Mr. King, 
35lb. of roach ; and in two other days, 36lb. Job Brain, in four days, 401b. of roach 
and dace, a chub of 431b., and a barbel of 73lb, Job Brain, jun.,in two and a half 
days, twelve dozen of dace and four barbel. Henry Howard, in two days, 301b, ; and 
H, Mansell, in four days, 601b. 

TWICKENHAM,—Samuel Cole, in two days, 48lb. of roach and dace. John Coxen, 
jun., in one day, 341b. George Coxen, in three days and two half days, 70lb, Richard 
Coxen, in five days, 901b. J, Dobbin, in three days, thirty-eight dozen, and two 
bream, John Frost, in four days, 70lb. Edward Finch, in two days, ten dozen, 
Pert Hammerton, in one day, with Messrs. Godfrey and White, 28lb.; and another 
day, 14lb, Charles Hennessay, in one day. five dozen. Richard Moffatt, in one day, 
seven dozen, John Spong, in four days, 82lb. Henry Spiers, in two days, 371h. ; 
and F, Wiggins, in one day, 20lb. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, eight dozen. Charles Baldwin, in 
one day, five dozen ; and W. McBride, in one day, the same quantity. 

Kiygston,—John Johnson, sen., writes ; “There has been but little fishing here, 








Johf Johnson, jun., has been out three times, and each time got some nice fish—about 
twelve dozen in all. I saw one which measured 133in. in length, and, taking them 
altogether, they were asplendid lotof fish. I have had one half day, with four dozen of 
gudgeon. J. Wilkes has not been out all the week. The bank-fishers get very scarce, 
and on Sunday only a few rods were out just below Teddington Lock. One of my 
008 aa five nice chub, the best 3$lb.” Mr. Dickinson has been getting some fine 
roach, 

HAMPTON CourtT.—Thomas Milbourne, in one day, eleven dozen of gudgeon, The 
reported death of that excellent fisherman, Thomas Wheeler, is quite unfounded, 
although the source from whence it was obtained, and the statement made with it, 
left no doubt about it. In justice to Wheeler, who is so much respected, a thorough 
contradiction is now given. 

Sunspury.—Alfred Stroud has taken three jack—one weighed 12lb, and the other 
2lb, each. Edward Clarke, in one day, seven dozen of roach and dace, H., Clarke, in 
one day, three dozen of roach and dace and two jack, the largest 41b, A gentleman, 
at the Weir, got a jack of 6lb. 

WA ae Gardener, in one day, with H. Searle, got ten bream and a few good 
roach. 

WEYBRIDGE.—H. Carr, one day, with Mr. Peters, a brace of jack weighing 131b. ; 
and another day, with Mr, Bristowe, five jack, weighing 141b., which were all put 
back again, 

STarInEs.—John Keene, jun., six and a half days, ten dozen of roach, six jack, 
twenty-one chub, and seven barbel. F'. Collier, one day, three jack, the largest 341b. ; 
another day, two barbel (the largest 341b.), two and a half dozen of roach (the largest 
131b.), and three chub (the largest 2lb. 20z.). 


UPPER THAMES. 


The dearth of angling successfully, and therefore of news, still continues, The 
river is ‘as bright as Old Tom,” the stream sluggish, and the water impure with 
rotting weeds and the now fast-falling leaves. At Henley, Potter, with a patron, 
has induced some 34lb. of barbel to come to hook from one swim, This is an unusual 
take after such sharp frosts as have been lately experienced in the upper regions. 
Mr. C. Foottit, the hon. sec. of the Marlow Angling Association, writes me that his 
society, on the 15th ult., turned in 60 healthy trout of from #1b. to 11b. each, and 
have also secured a large consignment of 11b, fish from Guildford, also to be shortly 
turned into these lovely waters. This is good news for the seasons to come for 
intending angling visitors, Thursday Night.—Rain falling fast as I write, but 
it is only a drop to the ocean that is required to improve Thames fishing.—MaRLOW 


Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 

Thursday evening.—Rain falling fast as I write. I think it is nearly time we 
had a change in the water ; when that happens we may look for some good fishing. 
I have been out several times at the jack, and manage to get a run or two after a 
deal of persuasion. I don’t doubt that there are plenty of jack, but at present they 
prefer a quiet doze under the weeds. Out on the 23rd; two jack, largest 41b,; two 
dozen dace, and three pretty chub ; on the 25th, one jack, 2lb,—G. LUMSDEN, 


4 Thames (Windsor). 
During the past week there has not been the slightest change for the better as 


regards sport prospects. Rain has kept off, and until a very heavy downpour I do 
not expect any improvement, unless it is a few stray jack. At the Windsor Town 
Hall on Saturday last, before the county magistrates, Mr. A. Wright, of Park-street, 
Windsor, was summoned for having undersized fish in his possession in July last. 
The defence was that the fish in question, dace and roach, were taken and retained 
for bait in pike-fishing ; but it being illegal for any person, fishermen included, to 
take a dace under six inches, roach under seven inches, or gudgeon under four inches 
with rod and line, defendant was fined £1 and 9s. 6d. costs. This case has excited a 
stir amongst anglers, and will, I believe, have the attention of the local Angling 
Preservation Society, who appear to have beenignored. Full particulars of the case 
will be forwarded next week.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, Oct. 26. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Iam glad to say the project for stocking with carp and tench is advancing ; but 
there is much apathy on the part of those who ought to help. People at a distance 
naturally and rightly think the Commissioners ought to head the list ; but thus far 
they have promised nothing. Mr. A. Whiteside, of Brigg, is working most zealously, 
and has secured promises of cash for £7 or £8, and hopes to get £5 more ; he deserves 
the thanks of all who fish the water. Mr. Greensmith, of Hull, who is equally 
zealous, has not received a single penny from any of the Hull clubs as yet; this is 
too bad. Sharp frosts and flying snowstorms have been the order of the week, so 
that anglers have been few.. Falling leeves are a nuisance, and stagnant waters look 
like a decoction of weak tea ; this makes the fish sick, and puts them off the feed. 
Let me advise pike-fishers to spin the natural minnow on a gut line ; they will then 
enjoy the process of coarse-fishing.—THOMAS FORD, 


, Derwent (Ambergate). 
The cold, windy days of the past week have quite put the veto on successful fish- 


ing on these waters, no takes of importance having come under my notice ; but to- 
day the wind has changed southward, and we have had a drizzling rain, or “‘ Scotch 
mist,” on all day, and, with barometer falling, there is an appearance of more rain, 
which, if it comes in quantities sufficient to heighten the streams, would materially 
improve angling prospects, and grayling-fishing might be indulged in with success, 
either with fly or bottom-fishing, if the water is clear, The Whirling Blue Dun, 
Grey Palmer, and Willow Fly are the best flies to use at present for bottom-fishing ; 
maggots are the best bait— AMBER DUN, Oct. 27. 
Derwent (Cumberland). 

During the past fortnight the anglers have not on the whole had a successful 
time of it, owing chiefly to the cold easterly winds, and the low state of the river. 
In the Broughton district the fishermen have had a fair share of the sport. 

Dove and its Tributaries, 

Water low and clear. Sport good with grayling, which rise at the fly freely. 
Mr, T. S. Perkin took a good dish of seven and a half brace, all with one fly, from 
the Blythe on Saturday last, the fly being a sort of green insect without the red 
tag. The water level of our Derbyshire streams is as low as it was in July. Indeed, 
many streams that ran then have entirely failed now. Weather is cold, clear, and 
fine, with sharp frosts at night—buoyant condition of the grayling. To-day 
(Thursday) rain has fallen since early morning, gently and steadily. It shows no 
sign of clearing away. We may, therefore, have a slight swell on before many 
hoursare gone. One angler states that he took two and a half brace of grayling in 
the running stream near Rocester with the worm, when fishing there the other day. 
It is possible that five adult grayling might be gulled with a worm ; but the proba- 
bility is they were not grayling, but trout. We do not hear of grayling being taken 
from a clear water with a worm once in a decade.—FosTER Bros., Ashbourne, 


Esk (Whitby). 


The local anglers have been pretty busy during the past week, the water being in 
fairly good fishing order. Nearly all have had capital sport, salmon being plentiful. 
In one day Mr, H. A. H. Rastell (Ruswarp) caught five, Mr. Jackson (Grosmont) 
four, Mr. W. H. Rhodes six, Capt. Hay two of 15lb, each, Mr. Robert Hay three, Mr. 
F. W. Donkin four, and Mr. Lea three. Capt. James Dunstall, Mr. Lloyd (Grosmont), 
Mr, John H, Long, Mr. J. H. Keighley, Mr. Fisher, Mr. Joshua Moore, Mr. Briggs, 
and other anglers have also done well at the waters at Glaisdale. Mr. F. Harrison 
took one of 1lslb, As a general rule, the salmon, with the exception of those par- 
ticularised, weighed from 5lb, to 71b.—J. J. J. 


Eden (Carlisle). : ; 
Though we have had two or three tantalising showery days, no weight of rain has 


fallen, and the river is at summer level, There are plenty of salmon in the pools 
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below Carlisle, but very few above ; in fact, anglers have almost ceased fishing in 
the higher waters, and are anxiously looking for a spate, which seems likely to come 
now. On Thursday, 20th, Mr. R. Bove hada fish. On the 21st, Mr. EH, L. Hough 
killed a beauty of 27lb. at Crosby. On the 22nd, Mr. D, Ainslie had three, 9, 18, and 
201b. ; Mr. T. Davidson, a small one; and the Archdeacon of Carlisle, one. On the 
24th, Mr. Davidson landed a 26-pounder ; T, Warwick, one; J. Barton, one; and 
R. Bone, one. Yesterday (Wednesday), though a likely salmon day, I cannot hear 
of a single fish being hooked,—SILVER-GREY, October 27th, 


Idle (Notts). t : 

Anglers on the Idle have been few and far between this week owing to the cold; 
still, the atmospheric conditions have favoured the pursuit of pike, but the water 
has been too clear for capturing the best fish, There are some good pike in the 
stream below Mattersey, and if we only had rain enough to colour the water some of 
them would be landed. Not much has turned up to be reported. Roach continue to 
be caught now and again, and also a few dace; but the grayling in the higher waters 
seem to have been let alone. Some are to be found in the deeper swims about 
Gamston, and after the rain to-day might be got at.—L., Oct. 27th. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing very good; plenty of conger, whiting pout, and pollack are being 
caught daily. Mr, 8. Williams hooked a large conger, weighing 52lb.,and several 
others, weighing from 15lb. to 301b. each. Small fish are very plentiful, and some 
good catches are being taken with rod and hand-line from the pier and jetty. 
Herring season has commenced with fine prospects. Weather showery ; wind 
W.S.W.—E, CoMER, 

Lake District. 

Thursday night, The rivers and lakes are still low, but for two days we have 
had rain, and there is every prospect of the wet season setting in. Ifa fresh comes 
now it will bring up sea fish in great quantities, and give a good finish to the season. 
Monday will close the season. The salmon and sea-fishing still remain fairly good 
at the Waiste, on the Kent, and the following takes have been had :—Mr. J. White- 
head, 3, 4, and 3; Mr. 8. McGowan, 4 and 2; Mr. J. Curwen,5 and 2; Mr. O. 
Bleaze, 6 and 3; and Mr. H, Beadle, 6 and 4. Neither salmon or trout have yet 
begun to run—cannot, in fact, for want of water. Beyond a few good pike that 
have been taken, there is very little doing among coarse fish, and in a week rods 
generally will be put aside. The char in Windermere are just beginning to make 
to the mouths of the tributary streams, and the sides of the lake where they spawn. 
—EPHEMERS, 

Lea (Tottenham). 

No change to report in the condition of the water. On Saturday, Messrs. Chasney 
and Bennett took between two and three dozen dace with fly, and on the evening of 
the same Mr. Wilmot took just on a dozen roach, bottom-fishing with paste. On 
the 23rd inst. Mi, Bell took a jack of 54lb, on the lower pool, and another angler 
took two—3lb, and 23lb.—in the upper water (Ford’s). To-day, Mr. Dodd took one 
fish up to the standard. Roach have also been taken during the week by Messrs 
Williams, Dodd, Cox, and others,—HACKLES RED, : 


Leicester, 

At the early part of this week winter seemed to have crept upon us with strong 
force, it being many years since the leaves have so suddenly fallen from the trees in 
this part of the country. The severity of the weather will be more readily under- 
stood from the fact that many trees were entirely stripped of their foliage in one 
night, As a consequence, it will readily be surmised that the attendance at the river- 
side has been very scanty. Among the few that have been out was Mr. Ryde, who 
had a few good roach ; Mr. Rylott,a basket of that species, very few being under 11b., 
taken with worms ; and Mr. 'T, Condon a few dace, one of which was 802. .From the 
West Bridge Pond several good pike were landed by Mr. Bates. - Waters have for 
some time past been very low ; but the welcome meteorological change which tock 
place on Thursday resulted very beneficially, From 4 a.m. on that day until late in 
the’ evening rain fell almost continually, and the air became much warmer,— 
ALERT. 

amet une. — 

Cold, piercing north winds, and a low water, have brought salmon-fishing almost 
to a standstill, In the upper reaches I have neither seen nor heard of a solitary 
angler being out. On Halton Water, Lancaster, Mr. H. Livesey had a fine fish, 211b., 
on Thursday, and Mr, 'T. Vince one, 71b., on Saturday. We are much in need of a big 
flood to cleanse the moss and slime from the bed of the river, and to bring up the 
many salmon which are said to be in waiting at the estuary. Wind to-day S.W., with 
every appearance of a change.—BLUE AND SILVER, 

P.S. — Mr. Livesey got a very fresh-run salmon on Wednesday afternoon in 


Halton Water, 141b. 
Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


The water isin good order for fishing, and the weather has been very fine for the 
past week. Mr. Deacon has again spent a few days here, and has had excellent 
sport. His fisherman, C. Heath, of Harley, gave me the weights of each day’s takes : 
—Monday, 25lb. of jack and perch ; Tuesday, 174lb. of roach and chub ; Wednes- 
day, 33lb. of jack and perch; and Thursday, three. jack; weighing 2231b, one of 
them turning the scale at 13lb.; and a very unusual thing occurred—whilst Mr. 
Deacon was fishing for jack with a good-sized dace (quite 30z.), he caught a 
chub weighing 41b, 202, I have taken chub -with worms, paste, gentles, min- 
nows, the tail of crayfish, and various other things, but never witha dace from 
30z. to 4oz. We still go on fishing with the same kind of baits for the same 
kind of fish, and I believe there is food, although unknown to us at the present 
time, that would be more tempting to fish than carrying out the old style—viz,, 
worms, paste, gentles, &c. Mr. Scott, with a friend from Marlow, fished here on 
Monday and Tuesday, and have returned quite delighted with the sport they, 
had with jack and perch; three perch scaled 5lb.. To-day has been very near a 
blank, although Mr. West, of Haling Dean, has worked very hard for jack, 
Better luck to-morrow,—A. C. CRITCHFIELD, Oct. 26. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 
The cold weather has made the pike on the feed, and a few have been taken ; but 
the frosts have rather prevented anglers going out,—YE MEDWAY WATER RAT, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). iy 
Sport has been a little better the last week than:it was some time previous, and 
it isto-be hoped jack will feed a little more now. Few small ones haye been taken 
with ‘spinning bait ; but the water still holds very bright, and, at the time of 
writing, rain is falling, which will: improve the condition should it continue long 
enough, for the season commenced. rather bad. Prospects fair.—H, Rout. 


; Reservoir (Elstree). 

Tam sorry to say since last report the weather has been very bad for fishing in 
this water, what with the wind being so rough and the water being very thick, 
On the 23rd there were a few nice jack taken, and there have been two or three nights 
of sharp frosts, and that has cleared the waters down a little better now; buta 
good rain would do a great deal of good and be better for anglers—G, CHESHER 
WATERMAN, ; 

a i 
é Sussex Rivers. 

During the past week sport has been remarkably poor ; but in the present state of 
the different waters it is not to be wondered at. The tidal waters I so often adyo- 
cate alone yield remunerative sport; but the brightness of the swims render fine 
fishing imperative. The weather on Monday was bitterly cold, A day’s pikeing on 
the borders of Hampshire resulted in a single fish to two rods, Chichester Canal, in 
the lower reaches, is ina bad state, the fish appearing lethargic, and the water almost 
stagnant, In the deeper waters of the basin 4 few emall pike have been taken with 
live bait, and by the aid of a lanthorn some fairisized bream have Gome to -heud) A 
HoOnMOR Visiter bas lavterly had Bome good tales of roach, some wp to 160a,4- but the 


larger specimens of some few years since seem departed, At one period roach of Ib. 
weight were frequently taken. Rain, and plenty of it, is much needed to clear the 
decaying weeds and give fresh life to fish and fishermen. Weather at present dull, 
with wind southerly. GrorgE F, SALTER, Oct. 27th. ' 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


Very little has come to hand this week on account of the severe frosts, and anglers 
must be very hardy and enthusiastic lovers of the sport before they run the risk of 
rheumatism and lumbago, to be rewarded at the most by a few rough fishand a pike 
or two, or, perhaps, if they are more fortunate, two or three grayling. The Rea 
brook has been improving a little lately. Mr. Perkins on Saturday last managed to 
bank a fine pike, turning the scale at 8lb., at Mr. Hughes’s mill near Sutton; and 
Mr. A. Williams, on the evening of the 20th, secured thirteen good roach and chub 
with paste, also in the Rea brook at Sutton, averaging from }1b. to 3lb., and these 
he captured in about an hour anda half. ‘This is good work considering the late- 
ness of the season.—PISCATOR, 

Tees (Croft). 


Salmon-fishing is going from bad to worse here. After a long continuance of dry 
weather we have been treated to winter-like weather this last week, and the river 
is now full of snow water, and the chance of capturing fish is very remote, The 
only takes I hear of since my last are: On Thursday. Oct. 13th, Mr. J. Oliver, two 
fish, 1831b. and 4lb.; Mr. R. Rrown, one, 43lb. On Tuesday, Oct. 18th, Mr, J, 
Davison, three fish, 5lb., 51b., and 341b. respectively. This season expires next Tues- 
day, and I trust the remaining days will help to make up for what has been the 
worst on record,—G. J, SNAITH. ; yy ; 


Terridge (Torrington), 

The rain has come at last, and thankful we are, for the town is greatly in want 
of water. Some of the fishermen are out to-day fishing for salmon, Two were taken 
last week with the rod—one 10lb., the other 62lb. I took two fish yesterday, about 
#lb. each, when fishing for salmon with the fly. There are salmon in most of the 
pools, and lots have been seen sporting in the weir pool below the town.—PRACTI- 
CAL ANGLER, 


Tyne. 

The river is at its normal height, no flood having come down lately, with the 
exception of three or four inches on Monday. Salmon angling is fairly remunerative, 
several good ones having fallen to the rods of anglers at Wylam and Prudhoe. On 
Saturday, a native of Newburn, aged 75, hooked and killeda fine grilse at Heddon. 
Two splendid perch, each 11tin. long, fell victims to the worm at Newburn, where 
also dace, roach, and flounders have been taken.in good numbers, considering the 
state of the weather, which is very cold, accompanied by high winds, rendering fioat 
fishing very difficult. Thursday night: Out this afternoon at Heddon and Wylam ; 
saw half a dozen anglers, but not one had a fish; very high wind, and also rain,— 
FARIO, ; ‘ 

Trent (Gainsborough and District). 


The Trent is now in excellent condition for winter fishing, which, however, does 
not seém very popular during this, the coldest October our piscators have for years 
experienced. Mr. Whiteside had a nice basket of roach and dace from the Ancholme 
with maggot on Saturday ; and Mr. Finney, paternostering in the same river, a few 
nice perch, losing a “whopper.” Only £7 of the £11 required for re-stocking this 
river have been received. Nevertheless, the promoters intend to carry out their 
scheme, The beginning of November will find anaddition to its waters of 500 each 
of carp, tench, and rudd, by which time I trust the amount will be made up. The 
effort specially commends itself to all lovers of the gentle eraft, particularly those 
Sheffield anglers who flock so eagerly to the Ancholme, and who, as yet, have not 
supported the project financially. Another large pike has been had hold of in the 
Idle and lost, the rod-top giving way. Two smaller ones fell victims to the Canadian 
spinner. I have been accused of being down on the netters. I admit the soft 
impeachment; the main object of these notes being to promote fair and square 
angling, and denounce all doubtful methods of taking scale fish —F RANK THORPE, 


Oct. 27, 
Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers in this district were delighted with heavy rain, which continued to fall 
throughout Thursday ; and at length there is some probability of the river under- 
going a change in the shape of a much-needed rise, In the morning it was remark- 
ably low and clear ; but the downpour in question should, at least, affect it to some 
extent, Piking has been pursued with success since our last. In three days, Mr, 
H. Howe, of the Nottingham Alexandra Association, has taken nine, six, and four 
fish ; and nearly a score have fallen to the combined rods of Messrs, C, Walker and 
T. Mantle, of the Chesterfield Arms. On Tuesday, at King’s Mills, Mr, T. Wood, the 
lessee, was amongst the chub, killing fourteen with the worm; and on the same 
day, J. Thacker, the well-known professional, caught a choice lot of roach, dace, 
and perch. Mr. George Bates, a few days ago, bagged-a splendid basket of chub at 
Shardlow, and fair bags of the same species have been made at Fiskerton and the 
district. The season for taking salmon with the rod on the Trent expires on Monday, 
and for months past the sport has been poor indeed ; the failure being entirely due 
to the long spell of dry weather experienced._THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Usk (Usk). eaters 

Although the river is still very low, a capital day’s sport was again had on Monday 

last by Mr. A. W. Stone, of Bath. This gentleman killed with the fly, between the 

hours of noon and five, during a favourable breeze, twelve salmon and grilse in the 

following order—1l0lb., 5lb., 531b. 6lb., 8lb., 431b., 91b., 8lb. 651b., 51b,, T1b., 81h, ; 
there were taken in succession, without the loss of a fish.—Oct. 26. 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 

The river is now in good order, and afew grayling have been taken this week ; 
also very good takes of roach and chub have to be recorded, The members of the 
Liverpool Angling Association fished their final match here for this season on 
Thursday, and had pretty good sport on the whole. Mr. Chandler took first prize, 
Mr. Davies second, Mr. Mason third, Mr. Bleasdale fourth, The weather was wet 
and cold in the morning, but fine in the eyening.—BORDERER, ele 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). i? CONS dette bat 

The rivers throughout the county are now in first-rate order for grayling-fishing, 
and the sharp frosts at night have brought them on the feed a bit. I killed 91b. on 
the Yore with worm last Saturday—twenty fish in all—but could do nothing with 
fly, even in the middle of the day. Mr. Smith Suttle, of Otley, had eight good 
grayling on the Denton water last week, and he told me that after trying vainly 
almost every fly in his book, he succeeded in tempting them with a hackled fly 
which he had dressed from,a'cuckoo’s neck feather, and dark brown silk, I consider 
grayling far more capricious than trout in their tastes, and however long an angler 
may have studied their habits, there is always something fresh turning up—at least, 
I find it the case. “ Watchet”’ killed eight fish weighing 5lb. at Burnsall with dry 
fly last Saturday, so it seems that, under certain. conditions, the Southern style 
of fly-fishing will hold its own even on our Northern streams,—FRANCIS M, 


WALBRAN, ; 
Whitadder (Hllemford). 

The small size of the Whitadder during the last summer saved some thousands of 
trout which would otherwise have been killed with the rod, The fish are not 
spawning; but it is immaterial whether it is a good spawning season or a bad one, 
as the river is full of trout, and there are numbers of this year’s trout sufficient to 
stock the river for some years to come. Fortunately for this district, there are no 
pellutions and very little gi any) poaching, The feeding grounds are second to no 
other river iq Scotland, Jf the spring of next year is favourable for fishing, the 
takes of trout will be vexy great,» Mx, John Wilsoa, of Newbottls, in the county of 
Horham, wasfishing- hore lasteweek, but -the: weather wes. very. bad, On ote day, 
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however, as the weather was better, he killed in four hours four dozen and two 
trout ; some of them were large.—R. J. FENTON, Ellem Cottage, Duns, Oct. 27th. 


Witham. 

All the present week the weather has been cold, and though moderately fine until 
to-day, there were two or three sharp frosts, and now rain. These conditions have 
deterred sport ; still pike have been caught pretty freely not only in the river but 
in the Forsdyke, and some of the other waters towards Lincoln. The best sport I 
have heard of during the last few days was had by a party of Lincoln anglers at 
Fillingham, where from a pond they managed to land eight or nine pike, the best 
fish scaling about 121b. There are several large ponds in the locality containing 
good pike ; but the angler is lucky if he succeeds in getting permission to fish them, 
From the public waters only small fish have been captured, running up to 3lb., 
perhaps, as the best. Roach-fishing is not altogether given up, and here and there 
a few have been taken, red worm or brandling being used. Chub and perch have 
been quiet. The rain will be very welcome if it only continues.—L., Oct, 27, 


Yare (Norwich). 

Nothing calling for notice has, to my knowledge, occurred during the past fort- 
night. I believe a goodly number have tried trailing for jack, but with only meagre 
results, The 23rd inst. was a day which gladdened and cheered the hearts of all in 
health, and several who felt secure in the prospect of sport were to that extent dis- 
appointed, as only a few small fish were caught; I hear of nothing larger than 6lb. 
On Monday last the weather was execrable in comparison with the day before, and 
puta stopto angling. Since then the weather has cleared, and I expect before long 
to hear of some good beginnings on private waters, and as the weeds will soon begin 
to rot we may also expect some sport on the rivers. On the Bure, I hear, things 
have been very moderate in the angling line, only small jack rewarding the work 
attending rowing many miles ; but I would counsel hope to those who frequent this 
stream, as later on they are sure to be rewarded with here and there one or two big 
ones off the Broads—RosBERtT Mout, 


ee 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


ANNAN.—This river is gradually running finer every day; sport has been very 
poor since the expiry of the net-fishing season, Although there are abundance of 
salmon in the Solway, they don’t seem to have chosen the Annan as their fresh- 
water hunting grounds, no doubt owing to the low state of the river. Above Annan 
Bridge, Mr. James Bonner, angling with a medium-sized grey salmon fly, hooked a 
fine fish of 17}]b., and landed it after 15 minutes’ play; Mr. H. Boyd lost one of 12 
or 151b,, after a run of a quarter of an hour. Untila flood sweeps the river there 
will be little or no salmon-fishing.—GLOBE TROTTER, 

ANNAN.—Some extraordinary sport is recorded in the Annan this week. On 
Tuesday afternoon Mr. Boyd landed a fine salmon of 21lb, On the same day Mr. 
Wood, an English gentleman, had one of 271b. ; and Mr. G. Davidson a small grilse, 
Wednesday was dull, and a good breeze rufiled the surface, Mr. Wocd again caught 
four salmon from fhe Howes Pool—the four salmon were little short of an average 
of 201b, each ; Mr. Davidson killed one of 14ib.; Mr, James Graham, one of 27%Ib. ; 
Mr. Hudson, a visitor, one of 8lb. ; Mr. James Dixon, a splendid salmon of 26lb, On 
Thursday-forenoon Mr, Wood took another of 15lb. Mr. Mansfield, Mount Annan, 
has killed five this week, all about 201b. On Thursday forenoon the river rose 3ft., 
and the water will now be in good order for the next fortnight, when the season 
will close. 

Dex, ABERDRENSHIRD.—Towards the end of last week a great many fish were 
landed on almost every section of the river. The fish are in splendid condition. 
On Thursday, Mr. Wm. Lamond had one of 81b. on_the Norton water, Captain 
Dayidson two of 24 and 18lb. on the Desswood water, Mr. Nicol (Ballogie) three of 
17, 15, and 131b. on the Ballogie water, and Major Lloyd one of Sib, on the same 
water, On Friday, on Norton water, Mr, Lamond landed three of 174, 183, and 
191b., while Captain Davidson had one of 241b. on the Desswood water, and Mr. 
Nicol two of 16 and 7lb.,and Major Lloyd two of 17lb. and 61b. on the Ballogie 
water, whilst the Hon, A. Egerton, M.P., killed two of 15 and 201b. on the Carlogie 
water, and Mr, George Blacklaws one of 20]b. on the same day. On the Borrow- 
stone water, Mr. J. C. Wordie and party landed one of 24lb. On Saturday, Captain 
Davidson (Desswood) landed two fish, 163 and 71b., and Mr, W. E. Nicol one of 181b., 
on the Ballogie water, the Hon, A. Egerton three fish of 30, 18, and 7lb. respect- 
ively’; while Mr. Drummond had two on the Sluie water of 18 and 10lb., and 
Andrew M‘Dougall, keeper (Borrowstone), four of 24, 16, 12, and 71b, respectively. 
On Monday, on the Borrowstone water, General Grahame had two of 20} and 7lb., 
Mr. G. Davidson one of 241b., and A. M‘Dougal!, keeper, one of 21lb.; while Captain 
Davidson had-one of 16lb, on the Desswood water. On Tuesday, General Grahame 
killed two salmon, 23 and 181b., and M‘Dougail two of 203 and 8lb, On the Ballogie 
water, Mr. W. E, Nicol had one of 21lb. on the Desswood water, Captain Davidson 
one of 1llb., and Nicoll, keeper, two of 16 and 171b, on the Norton water.—Wm, 
BLACKLAWS AND SON. 

Don, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Fairly good sport was had at Grandholm last week. The 
proprietor, Mr. J. Rodger Paton, landed from two to four salmon each day ; Mr. J. 
H. Bott and party, six to eight; Messrs. J. Muirhead Aitken and Nicol, four to 
seven ; and Mr, Andrew Murray had a total catch of thirty, A good many of the 
fish weighed from 25 to 30lb. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—There seems little prospect of any improvement in the 
Esk before the close of the season on Tuesday next, November Ist. The river still 
continues low, and there are no signs of rain in the immediate future. On the 
whole, the season has been a disappointing one, owing to the long spells of dry 
weather—a circumstance which is much to be regretted, as many visitors have 
received impressions which will scarcely induce them to return. Sport is very quiet 
in the Langholm waters, but in Canonbie some nice fish are being landed. In the 
Cauldron, Mr. John Wylie, Langholm, kilied one of 18lb.; and in the Byre Burn 
waters Mr, John Steel, Watch Hill, had one of 10lb., and a second fish of 
64lb. in the Liddle, On Saturday, Mr. D, Edgar, Rowanburn, got a 
fine fish of 20lb. in the Willow Pool; and in the same place Mr. W. Armstrong, 
Rowanburn, landed one of 6lb. Fish are plentiful in the Longtown district, where 
the river has a larger volume of water after being supplemented by the Liddle a 
few miles above the village of Longtown, and the Lyne about two miles below. A 
few days ago a shoal of salmon was seen running up the river at Lyne-foot, and it 
is thought a little dull, breezy weather would induce them to rise to some tune ; 
fair hauls, however, have been made. Dr. McLaughlin, Longtown, got one of 221b, 
in the Sheep-wash; and Mr. J. H. Jackson one of 19lb, in Wilkin’s Pool; Mr, 
Lamonby, Royal Bank, Lesmahagow, landed a fine salmon of 27lb. at Lyne-foot, 
and one of 25lb, in the Roost; also, on the day following, the same gentleman 
caught two fish of 17lb. each in the Roost, On Saturday Mr. Ferguson, 
Longtown station, landed three salmon—17Ib., 71b., and 6lb, Mr. Walton caught two, 
27lb, and 141b.; and Mr. Wilkie, Longtown, got one of 10lb, The Longtown 
district—viz., the Netherby water, is pulling up at the last moment, It appears, 
from the experiences of a correspondent, that the bags placed in the Canonbie water 
as a safeguard against snatching are becoming somewhat unpopular. This gentle- 
man, who is a keen angler, and very popular in the district, writesas follows ; “On 
Monday, 17th inst,, I fished diligently ali day until 5,30 in the evening, when my 
man, With any quantity of gusto, called out: ‘You're in him, Sir!’ Yes, I was 
most assuredly well into him, for, after gaffing, it was found to be a ‘ sand-bag,’ 
weight, 701b. Considering the quality of sport fishers in general have been haying 
in Scotland, I thought I was in luck. Anyway, I tried again, and as luck would be 
around, I wasagain closely bound in termsof intimacy with another hag—not gold, but 





sand, Well, this time a dissolution of partnership had to be made with one of my — 


at aa woll aa several lengths of Forrest's best gut, Am | not right in saying 
you are taugh) in infancy to ‘Wy, try; aguin'; At ell events, i had Slled the 





bill twice, and tried again, this time with happy results—a 284lb. beauti 
landed in the exceptionally short time of 12 minutes, carefully pave apy cee 
Moon, who is at present staying at those comfortable quarters, the Cross Keys 
Canonbie.” This is the 281+1b, fish referred to in last week’s,—GLOBE TROTTER. 
D UMFRIESSHIRE.—Last week an gling was not so successfully pursued as was 
anticipated in the Nith. In the beginning of this week a change of weather brought 
a change of luck. Fishing off Castledykes, near the town of Dumfries, on Tuesday 
evening, Mr. J. M. Johnstone, Tamworth, hooked and landed three beauties, one 
salmon weighing 28lb, At the same time Mr. W. Reid, a well-known local angler 
killed two salmon, and lost two. On Wednesday morning Mr. Johnstone returned to 
the scene of his triumphs, and was rewarded with four salmon (one of 25lb.). Mr. 
Reid tried again (Castledykes Pool), and killed three fish of fair size. To-day 
(Thursday) the weather is much milder, rain tis falling, and the river is rising, so 
that the close of the season is likely to give plenty of sport. A good many have fished 
the lower reaches of the Annan this week. On Monday, despite the cold, a number 
of fine salmon were landed. Mr. Henry Boyd killed one of 201b., in the Howes Pool 
before seven o'clock in the morning ; and Mr. Jas, Dixon took a fine one of the same 
weight from the Spittal. Iam informed to-day that the Annan seems to be “alive 
with salmon ; they passed over the Caul at Annan Bridge on Friday and Saturday in 
scores.” Here also, the showers will have a most beneficial effect.—W, B. 





ENGLISH’S PATENT PIPE. 


Mr. 8. R. ENGLISH, of 16, Addison Villas, Nottingham, sent us some 
little time back a patent pipe, for which he claims the following 
advantages : 

“The great fault in Tobacco Pipes is, that the heat of the smoke condenses n 
the mouthpiece, causing the disagreeable juice or nicotine to be drawn into the 
mouth with the smoke, affecting the smoker more or less injuriously, 2 fault that is 
entirely absent in this Pipe, and thereby renders smoking a harmless indulgence. 

“The mouthpiece contains a movable tube of prepared paper, which deprives the 
smoke of both heat and moisture as it passes through to the mouth. 

“The mouthpiece may be ased for year's, and will be as dry and clean as when new. 

“It entirely differs from all other Pipes in the market, and is the only one that 
can be guaranteed to remain dry while smoking.” 

We have tried all sorts and conditions of pipes, and found that the 
various and often complicated arrangements for preventing the nicotine 
getting up the stem into the mouth really acted as agencies for its 
manufacture, when they acted at all. The pipe with the reservoir 
for catching the nicotine is beautiful in theory ; but if you throw 
yourself back in your arm-chair the collected nicotine is discharged 
at one dose into your mouth, or there is a little flood of it over your 
fingers when you unscrew the reservoir—i.e., if it will unscrew when 
it ig damp and hot, which it often will not. It was with a good deal 
ot prejudice that we decided to give Mr. English’s pipe a trial, and 
we were agreeably surprised to find that it did answer admirably. 
For some time past we have enjoyed the luxury of smoking a pipe, 
from which no nicotine can get into the mouth if you use it properly ; 
but before calling the attention of our smoking friends to it we 
decided to put it to the severe test of smoking over twenty pipes 
of tobacco consecutively without renewing the little absorbent paper 
tube : this we did successfully, for not a trace of nicotine passed 
the paper tube. When the paper will hold no more nicotine, you 
simply insert the point of a knife in the slot and push the saturated 
paper tube out and put a new one in, which occupies little more 
time than the ordinary operation of filling a pipe. 

Mr, Engiish sends his pipe post free, with packet of papers, for 1s. 5d, 
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THE DON. 


THIS has been the worst season ever experienced on this beautiful 
river. The spring-fishing was as bad as could be, and the autumn, 
if possible, far worse ; nor is there the least hope of amendment 
for the few days of the season still left to us. I have been on 
its banks, fishing all I knew, for the last five weeks, and I could 
count the fish killed on the fingers of one hand. At first, for some three 
weeks, there was no water, and the fish either lay, waiting for the flood which 
never came, at the mouth of the river, or struggled up to the impassable so- 
called “ pass,” at Mugiemoss, where they were taken in scores by the poachers 
or the pot-hunters, who “snatched” them, under pretence of fishing with 
the minnow. hen came a flood; but not a heavy one, and some fish, 
mostly small, got up. But, alas! the flood was of snow-water, and very 
few would rise to the fly, or take if they did. During the 
last week the river has been in capital order, and the weather fairly 
good, though stormy at times. My take has been two fish. Last year, at the 
same time on the same water, I got thirty, and I know that my neighbours 
have done no better than myself. The cause, I grieve to say, is not far to seek. 
The “disease” is upon us. Last week, the pool I have referred to—that wicked 
Mugiemoss —was netted, and 560 fish taken out, with the view of helping 
them over the barrier. Of these, 60 were killed and buried, diseased beyond 
hope. I have no doubt but that this disease is generated in the sea, and that 
the fish bring up the seeds of it within them. By detention in the pool, ex- 
haustion in vain efforts to get up the foolish ladder, which is simply an obstruc- 
tion, and close packing of the clean with the unclean, it is intensified, and spread 
proadeast. A fish with disease latent in his system will not rise to the fly, or 
to any other lure. He has no desire either for food or play. If the fish in the 


Don do not die by thousands next spring, { am no true prophet, though 1 Sea 
am. He Lvs 
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NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 
(SPECIALLY compiled for the Fisting Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eh, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 
Henry CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, of London, for “ An Improvement in Fish 
Hooks with eyes turned downwards (or inwards), commonly known as Turn- 


Down Byed Hooks,’ ” 
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NOTES. 


T 1s last season on the Spey is said to have been at no time equal to those of 
former years, and many anglers who have this year fished it for the first time 
have been much disappointed ; and this is equally true of nearly all the best 
Scotch salmon rivers. As will be seen from a “ Note” elsewhere, the Tweed 
has been affording fine sport to one or two fortunate anglers. 

a Du & a 

A correspondent says :—‘ Seeing that nearly every week you report the sport 

on the Rother, I thought the following might be worth reading to some of our 
fishers. Otters were said to be getting too plentiful on this stream, and they 
had the hounds here, but without success, I am told ; but on Wednesday morn- 
ing Mr. Ernest King, of Bigener Farm, shot a dog otter 191b. in weight, and 
measuring 4ft. 2in. from nose to tail. ats has sent it to be preserved.” 

s @ S 


Forest and Stream of October 13 has an interesting article on “‘ Lobster Culture 
in America,” copied from tlie Bulletin of the U.S. Fish Commission. 
a a st a 


All who have enjoyed those strange stories, “‘ King Solomon's Mines” and 
“She,” should read “ Dead Man’s Rock,” by ‘‘Q,” which has just been pub- 
lished by Messrs. Cassell and Co. It is a capital story ; indeed, we prefer it to 
Mr. Rider Haggard’s works in many respects. It would dramatise well, and 
we should advise ‘Q” to make a note of this, if he has not already secured his 
rights in this direction. 

Mr. James Temple, of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, writes to us from Aberdeen as 
follows :—‘ You will see that I am still sojourning in Scotland. It has been a 
wretched time for the fishing almost everywhere. I have been in different 
parts, and to some of the best fishings, for nearly four weeks now. I have 
only got four fish. The day before yesterday I got a twenty-five pounder on 
Drum Castle water.” 

* 2 a ES 

“Sic’ a Harn.”—A Hawick Srory.—<An ingenious excuse was made by a 
Hawick poacher the other day. He and his crony had been hunting on for- 
bidden ground, and at last raised a hare which took refuge in a “ cundie.” 
The dog was at once ‘set on” by one of the sportsmen, while the other 
watched the mouth of the drain. In due time the quarry appeared, but 
managed to slip through the fingers of the watcher. ‘ Man Jock,” said his 
companion, “ what made ’ee bungle the bizness in that way?” “ Bungle it! 
Sic’ a hare as that, aw wudna hae’t : it was as thin as a ‘dale bord’!” 

An interesting fishery question is reported in the North Devon Journal of 
October 20. Four fishermen were charged with taking salmon in Turn Pool 
on the river Taw. Sir H. B. T. Wrey claims this pool as his private property ; 
the defendants say that they have a right to fish, as the water is tidal. The 
magistrates have adjourned the case for a month—we presume with a view to 
settling the question whether the water is, or is not, tidal. One witness said 
that the average height of the tide in the Taw was 21ft. ; another witness said 
he had seen the tide rise nearly 4ft. in Turn Pool, and that was a tide which. 
rose only 1lin. over the average height. We should say that Turn Pool is 
decidedly tidal. 

a Es % 3 s 

Mr. A. J. H. Wood, of Bellwood, Ripon, writes :—‘‘ Dear S18,—I have only 
just seen your mention, in the “F.G.,” of my new “saddle” lead (which is 
rather a good name for it). Thereis one little mistake you make. Thesmaller 
sizes, for trout, &c., only, are made out of sheet-lead as thin as you name. Tor 
pike, salmon, &c., the sheet-lead ought to be cousiderably thicker, or you get 
too large a surface which shows too much. I mention this because I have just 
seen some of my pike-tackle sent down to a local dealer from some wholesale 
house with large flat leads to them (which they called ‘‘ Pennell” leads) of my 
design, which are as likely to be taken by the pike as the bait itself.—Yours 
faithfully, ArTHUR J. H. Woop.” 

2 & c & @ 

A correspondent offers to all the angling clubs of England a grand idea— 
free, gratis, and for nothing. It is nothing more or less than to hold a certain 
number of angling contests at the seaside. Our friend, the angler-mechanic, 
would thus get a sniff of the “briny,” and possibly catch quite as many fish as 
he would on the Lea or Thames. ‘The fishing would, of course, be done from 
a pier or the shore, and it would be an agreeable change to watching a roach- 
float from morn to eve. This cold weather has, we fear, sent a good many 
fish away from the shore ; but good sport may still be reasonably expected in 
some favoured spots. What a fine place for a fishing contest is Deal! Who- 
ever went there and fished, though he might not win the coveted prize, would 
probably have, as a consolation, a nice dish of fish which would meet with the 
‘‘missus’s ” approval, and be different to the half-dozen miserable roach which 
so often represent a day’s fishing on the Thames or Lea. 

% 3 2 & 2 

O€ course, the drawback to the idea, so far as London anglers are concerned, 
is the distance to the seaside ; but the railway companies arrange so many cheap 
trips that the distance should be no obstacle. Possibly it may be objected that 
bank anglers are unprovided with the necessary tackle for sea-fishing. As a 
matter of fact, ordinary freshwater tackle, with a few modifications, answers 
admirably in salt water. With a paternoster and a ledger a man may fish for 
almost anything. 

& e a % a 

It is not to be for a moment supposed that the angling clubs would give up 
their beloved roach-fisbing, in which they so excel, for half the fish in the sea ; 
but we do expect that many of the clubs will manage at least one day at the 
seaside during the year. That the thing was never done before was probably 
because it was never thought of. 

% a ae % at 

Thames fishing is at an utter standstill. All the reports tell the same tale. 
Still, we are inclined to think that some jack might be taken if only fished for 
the right way—that is, with the very finest possible jack tackle. The water 
now is extraordinarily clear, and in one way favours the angler, for it enables 
him to present bis bait to a much larger number of jack than he could if the 
water was less clear ; but the tackle must be fine. 

* * * * 

A contemporary gives the following delightful example of Highland gillie 
English :—Virst gilhe: “I never tasted such gude whisky any more.” Second 
gillie: “So I did, either.” Third gillie : “ Neither did 1, too!” 

The whale which was so foolish as to come up the Thames last week and 
allow the tide to leave it high and dry just outside the entrance to Tilbury 
Docks, was of great size. It measured 35ft. 4in. in length, its mouth was 6f6. 
avide, and tail 8ft. across; round the shoulders it measured 18ft. Gin,, and it 


weighed 6 tons 5 cwt. It is supposed that the whale came up the river after 
sprats, which have been very abundant in the docks. The same day that the 
huge beast was discovered, it was taken in tow by a steam-tug and placed under 
aderrick, which lifted it on to three trucks. An engine being attached, the trucks 
were drawn to the engineer’s yard. There was some talk of the whale being 
exhibited for the benefit of Gravesend Hospital. We hope this was done. 
Londoners don’t often get the chance of seeing a whale, though, according to a 
popular saying, they frequently see something “ very like ” it. 
=e a a 


Salmon anglers should read the racy article, ‘On a Canadian Salmon River,” 
by Lady Macdonald, in the October and November numbers of Murray's 
Magazine. 

a at at as 

The Claptoa Angling Society’s first smoking concert of the season will be 
held at their new and comfortable headquarters, the Downs Hotel, Clapton, 
when Mr. A. J. Oliver will take the chair. Capital vocal and instrumental 
talent has been secured by the indefatigable hon. secretary, Mr. Henry 
Howse. 

* ¥ * * * 

Anglers who sympathise with Mr. Patrick C. Ross, who is about fighting in 
the law courts the important question whether or not the public have the 
right to take brown trout from Scotch lochs by virtue of long-established 
custom, are invited to aid him with subscriptions. Any help sent to the Secre- 
tary of the Highland Land Law Reform Association, Aultbea, Ross-shire, 
will be thankfully acknowledged. 

& & 2 3 a 

Mr. J. A. Ryder, a well-known American pisciculturist, has been investigating 
the reason why the spawn of certain sea-fish floats. Some kinds, such as cod- 
spawn, float because the specific gravity of the egg is less than that of the sea ; 
others because there are scattered oil-drops which buoy up the ova ; and in a 
third kind one large oil-drop acts as a life-buoy to each egg. But for this 
happy peculiarity of their ova, many kinds of our most valuable food-fish would 
by this time have been almost exterminated by the steam trawlers. 

$ at % ae ae 

The little fishing village of Flamborough is to be connected by means of a 
steam tramway with the North-Eastern Railway system. It will probably 
become the chief port on the Hast Coast for landing herrings. 

as a ae a 


Mr. N. B. Bromhead asks us to contradict a report of the death of Tom 
Wheeler, the East Molesey fisherman, which has appeared in some of the sport- 
ing papers. Wheeler is, we are glad to say, in perfect health ; he was away 
fishing at Dawlish, and his wife, seeing the announcement in the papers, was 
naturally greatly troubled. He was engaged by an angler this week ; but his 
patron did not turn up—presumably, he had seen the report about his death. 
This of itself is a serious loss to a man in his position. 





ANGLING OBSERVATIONS ON THE NETHER DON. 
By A. G. JAMIESON, M.A., Aberdeen. 


THIS water occupies a winding course of fully a mile, stretching 
from the “ muckle steen”’ in “‘ Seaton Hole” to the point where it 
discharges itself into the sea. It is entirely tidal water. A short. 
description of its surroundings, which are historically of very high 
interest, will, I trust, be a pardonable digression. 

Commencing at the top, a few yards from the river’s bank, stands the vener- 
able and highly picturesque Cathedral of Saint Machar, its lofty towers peeping 
out amidst the green foliage—a scene at once beautiful and striking. Here it 
was that St. Macharius fixed his abode and erected a temple, in accordance with 
orders from St. Columba, as indicated to him by the phenomenon of a stream 
forming in its windings the likeness of the crook of a Bishop’s staff. This must 
have occurred some thirteen centuries ago, and it might be an inquiry for the 
geologist whether the Don at some time pursued its present course, or ran right 
in front of Seaton House, crossing into the hollow north of the brickworks, 
and turning down the links into the estuary common to it with the river Deo 
opposite to the Broad Hill. It is highly probable that such was formerly its 
course, for an aged crofter (now dead) once made the remark to me that while 
making some drains he came upon large deposits of shells (freshwater mussel) 
embedded in mud. 

Clusters of fine old trees top the sloping south bank, and from the opposite 
shore the whole scene makes a perfect landscape, rather English than Scottish 
in its aspect. At every turn the angler is struck with the beauty of his sur- 
roundings, which are ultimately crowned by the Auld Brig o’ Balgownie, nearly 
half a mile from the sea. It consists of one spacious Gothic arch, spanning the 
river from bank to bank, 72ft. wide at the water’s surface by 62€t. high to the 
top of the arch. Every reader of Byron should know it well as “ Balgownies 
Brig’s black wa’.” 

*“ And auld lang syne brings Scotland one and all, 
Scotch plaids, Scotch snoods, the blue hills and clear streams, 
The Dee, the Don, Balgownie’s Brig’s black wall.” 
—Down JuAN, Cant. x., st, 18. 
“ Brig of Balgownie, wight’s (strong) thy wa’ ! 
Wi’ a wife’s ae son on a mare’s ae foal 
Down sal ye fa’ ! —THOMAS THE RHYMER. 


It is no wonder that we Aberdonians cherish a warm affection for the memory 
and name of Byron. 

About 300 yards below this is the New Brig of five arches, and built of sturdy 
blue native granite, which for strength and durability is ill to beat. Beyond 
this stretches the broad expanse of the ocean. So much for local description. 

Now for the main points, and first of all the character of the fishing. This ia 
of a very variable nature ; but what stretch of water is not so? When the tide 
is back, the water consists of a succession of fine streams and pools, some seven 
or eight of them. Let us commence with the lowest—viz., the stream below 
the New Brig, and suppose you are out for a day’s finnock-fishing, say, in the 
month of April, which is facile princeps of the months for this sport. It the 
mouth is not barred up with sand, thus narrowing the outlet of water, the stream 
will have a nice flow out, and not a better spot exists for good finnocks or sea- 
trout. You require your waders ; and if the sky is cloudy anda good southerly 
breeze blowing, a skilful angler can do fine execution amongst the innocents, 
As a bait, there is nothing to beat the “red tube,” 2in. size. It is a regular 
nailer in good hands. Fishing with it as you do ily, when on the take trout go 
at it like mad, only to find themselves after a few tough and vigorous struggles 
firmly secured in the meshes of your landing-net. I have often wondered what 
they take the red tube for, and my investigations of their stomach contents have 
led'me to believe that it simulates either of two things—viz., the Nereis, or 
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_rule that only hungry ones are on the take. 
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sandling worm, or a small species of brownish-black leech, both of which are 
very prevalent in this portion of the water. Should there be no breeze, I have 
found that the best plan is simply to draw your tube along the surface of the 
water, making little or no motion with the point of your rod. You see the fish 
following it as you draw it along, and they usually grab it a few yards from 
your feet. During the whole of the spring-fishing of this year, I seldom used 
any other bait. As an instance of its killing powers, four of us were plying the 
south side one April afternoon, and in less than three hours we had a grand total 
of upwards of a hundred, some of them sea-trout of nearly 2lb. weight, most 
of them finnocks averaging #lb. Should the day be bright, on with a ‘sma’ 
Deevil,” which in the swifter portion of the stream kills well. This silvery 
lure, no doubt, represents either the common sprat (Clupea sprattus) or the 
sand eel (Ammodytes tobianus), with both of which, on post-mortem exami- 
nation, I found the trout simply crammed full during the months of May and 
August. 

It is an interesting fact that these two species form part of the diet of the 
cod, herring, and mackerel, Both are abundant on the Aberdeenshire coast, and 
in summer are largely used as baits for other fish, during which time they come 
close in shore. In August of last year cartleads of them were cast up on the 
sands at Donmouth, and immense shoals ascended daily with the tide, and were 
greedily devoured by the sea-treut, the result being that anglers had for a while 
4 poor time of it, owing to the fish being so well fed. But it’s not always the 
Many a time have I noticed, on 
killing, quantities of disgorged food, in the shape of sand eels, sprats, &c., hang- 
ing half digested in the mouth cavity. They evidently, in their violent efforts 
at escape, endeavour by muscular efforts to expel their stomach contents, and 
thus lignten themselves of their internal burden, so as to be able to fight the 
battle better, and our landing them se quickly does not permit them fully to 
accomplish this. I venture to hint, in passing, that this fact will, in a measure, 
explain that much vexed question of salmon (not fresh-run) feeding in fresh 
water. It requires a longer time to land them, and thus they get time to dis- 
gorge their feod. On analogy some of the birds are similar in this respect. A 
friend of mine once kept a tame heroninatank. One day, after it had taken 
a hearty meal of fish, he began probing it with a stick. It immediately stalked 
round and round the tank, and disgorged all it had eaten, and then, as if relieved, 
it wheeled round and faced the attack made upon it. Should the water be 
very small, fly may be advantageously used—a Hare Lug or Professor will work 
the oracle nicely. In a fairly large water the Creeper often gives a good 
basket. One with silver tinsel for body, red worsted as tip, and peacock wing is 
a great favourite. In a dry season, such as this one has been, the finnocks 
generally rest about the very mouth of the river during the month of August, 
and there they are taken sometimes in large numbers. During a spate, worm 
works capitally in a quiet pool at the side of a stream a few yards below the New 
Brig. The north side is seldom fished ; but occasionally some splendid baskets 
are made opposite the Coastguard Station. 

It isa strange fact that spinning with minnow from a boat during high tide 
is here a complete failure. Yet at the mouth of the Ythan, a river some fourteen 
miles north of the Don, this method of fishing is the chief one, and is attended 
with great success ; but the mouths of the two rivers are very different—that of 
the Don being narrow and shallow, while that of the Ythan is wide and deep 
enough to allow steamers of no mean size to ascend. To sum up the properties 
of this stream, the only drawback is the amount of slimy mud and sewerage 
which collects along the edge of the lower half, causing with each step of the 
wader a succession of noxious air bubbles to arise ; but when the fish are taking, 
our sense of smell seems for the time being insensible to such impurities. 


(To be continued.) 








THE FISHERIES DISPUTE BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN 
AND THE UNITED STATES. 


AS there appears to be a good deal of misconception on this side as 
to what this dispute is about—many think it refers to rights of fish- 
ing within certain limits—it will be useful to give the American 
view of the matter as expressed by the New York Nation, which is, 
in many respects, the best paper in America :— 

“The Americans have never denied British jurisdiction beyond the three- 
mile limit, simply because Great Britain never claimed or asserted such juris- 
diction. If such a claim had been asserted in the cod and mackerel fisheries, it 
would certainly have been contested. The dispute relates altogether to what 
are called trading privileges on land, the contention on our side being that 
the right to buy bait and to ship seamen in Canadian territory was 
among the privileges conferred by British law and proclamation subsequent to the 
Treaty of 1818, and concurrent with American law and proclamation on the 
same class of subjects. The headland question, which was once the most 
fruitful source of contention, has sunk into comparative insignificance, although 
not wholly lost sight of. The contention on the Pacific Coast is upon grounds 
so entirely different that the situation on the Atlantic cannot possibly be 
affected by any decision in that quarter. It is not even known what our con- 
tention is in respect of the seal fishery in Behring Sea, the State Department 
having very judiciously refused to allow its hand to be forced by the Massachu- 
setts fishing interest.” 





ANGLER oR Dervit Fisu.—On Wednesday, Mr. Frederick Derham, while fishing 
near Christchurch Ledge, secured an “ Angler” fish, which weighed 46lb., and was 
penned to view in the Waggon and Horses yard in the evening.— Christchurch Times, 

ct, 22, 

In Driving SNow.—For days after and during a driving snowstorm in mid- 
winter, larks in untold myriads make for the south-west in low flight, just to clear 
the houses of country towns. These delicate-eating birds move in daytime, and if 
the snow lasts, the greater portion of the redwings and fieldfares follow the route 
of the larks, In two instances I found the plumage of the fieldfare vary, in that 
the breast and neck feathers were of a light reddy-brown colour. Cock blackbirds 
vary in size, some of the “ comers” being smaller than the home-bred. In hard frost 
and snow the moorhens, if disturbed, repair to the hawthorn bushes, hoping to hide 
in the midst thereof. A flock of linnets in hard weather will drop on common land, 
scratch the snow, and search for food.—RussET, 

UNNECESSARY INTERFERENCE.—A gentleman went to the assistance of an Irish- 
man who was getting very much the worst of itina fight. ‘ Bad cess to you,” 
said the battered son of Erin, as he struggled to his feet, “ w’ot d’yez want to inter- 
fere for? Ina friendly foight loike this, begorra, w’ot matters it which whips? 
Come at me wanst more, Dennis.”—New York Sun. 


A Row Rounp IRELAND.—A man named McMahon has recently accomplished the 
extraordinary feat of rowing round Ireland in an open boat, He started from Bel- 
fast Lough about three weeks ago and arrived in Portrush Harbour two weeks and 
two days later. A steam-launch was to have accompanied him, but was unable to 
do so, owing to stress of weather, 


CLUB REPORTS. 





| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. ] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
=H WESTERN DISTRICT. 

A visit was paid to the Bostonians on the 19th inst., and was a great success ; 
twenty-four clubs being represented. The next visit will be to the Burnaby, at the 
Trafalgar, Castle-road, Kentish-town, on Wednesday next, Noy. 2.—J. JENNINGS. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION VISITING LIST. 

The visit of the above to the Clapham Junction Angling Society on Thursday, the 
20th inst, was poorly attended. The Claphamites mustered in force to welcome 
their brothers of the rod and line. The result is to be regretted. The next visit is 
to the Rodney Piscatorial. Particulars will be duly announced,—JOHN SMITH 
Visiting Officer. 





EASTERN District VistTina List, No. 2. 

The next return visit on the above list will take place at the Convivial Angling 
Society, on Monday, October 30. As this is a good visiting society I hope the 
societies in the district will return the compliment, and give them a bumper.—l’. 
THORLING, 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members were out on the 23rd inst., only one weighing-in—Mr. C. 
Gardner, roach—thus saving the club from a blank and winning the prize of Mr. 
Shakles left over from a previous competition. We had a visit paid us on Mondey 
last by the Central Association, the following clubs responding to the call :— 
Amicable Brothers, Howick Brothers, Independent Brothers, the Lincoln, Odds and 
Evens, Peckham Royal, Second Surrey, Seymour Brothers, and Rodney. The follow- 
ing gentlemen contributed to the harmony of the evening :—Messrs. C. Watling, A. 
Davis, Liversage, Hodsell, Newsom, Sheen, McClye, Holsworth, D, Davis, Wright, 
Bishop, Shortcliffe, A. Board, Pelleat, J. Board, and others. The next visit was 
announced to go to the Amicable Brothers. D. DAVIS sec. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On October 16th Mr. Harding showed jack and roach ; Mr. Newson, roach ; gross 
weight, 7lb. 60z. October 23rd, Mr. Robinson, one jack, 4lb. 40z.; Messrs. Baynes 
and Harding, chub, roach, and dace ; weight, 12lb. lloz, The next return visit on 
the Central Association list will be held in the above club-room on Monday, Noy. 7th, 
when Messrs. ©. A. Medcalf and W. Say will occupy the chair and vice-chair.—J. 
WORLEDGE, 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The return visit on the South London United List is arranged to take place at our 
club-house, the King John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road, on Monday 
evening, Nov.7. On this occasion the Brunswickers will do their utmost to enter- 
tain their visitors. On the 21st inst., Mr. J. Smith in the chair, Mr. S. Bryan sitting 
as vice, the usual club business was satisfactorily disposed of; but with regard to 
the continuation of the match for prizes left over it was decided to wait untila 
chance of sport presented itself. Small shows of roach by Mr, H. Bryan and Mr, G. 
Salisbury, saved us from a blank on the 23rd.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon. sec, 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 23rd inst. the members of the above society fished an open match for the 
four prizes that were not taken on the 16th, at Woking, with the following result ; 
—lIst, Mr, A. Conn, with two barbel, one of them a fine fish, weighing 81b. 6oz, ; 2nd, 
Mr, D. Dodson, 2lb. 100z. of roach and chub. None of the other competitors suc- 
ceeded in getting the stipulated $lb. required by our rules, consequently the other 
two prizes were not taken.—A, CONN, sec, 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 23rd inst. several of our members competed for two prizes and a sweep. 
Mr. G. Hands succeeded in taking the first prize, and Mr. C, Hands the second prize. 
Messrs. Marshall, Jackson, and J. Hands also weighed fish, Our return visit takes 
place on Wednesday next, November 2nd,—C. H. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 26th October: Mr, R. Atchison presiding. The minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting were confirmed. A competition for six valuable prizes will be held 
on the 6th Noy., at Hatfield Peveril—i.c., from Black Bridge to Black Bridge up- 
stream, A meeting financially, and for the discussion of matters of vital import- 
ance to the society, was convened for Wednesday next, the 2nd prox. Members are 
respectfully requested to be in their places at 8.30 sharp. After a piscatorial chit- 
chat, the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to thechairman, Oct. 23rd: Mr. W. 
Poole in the chair. The weighing-in was confined to two members only—viz., Mr. 
Walter Hutchins, a jack of 7lb. 30z.; and Mr, W. Aaron, a jack of 51b, 100z.—JOHN 


SMITH, hon, sec, 
CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, ‘Mr. F. Tregenza in the 
chair. Previous minutes were read, and general business transacted ; catches re- 
ported, unimportant. The assistant-secretary presented a tabulated statement 
satisfactorily showing our financial position, which was very favourably received. 
Our first smoking concert will be held on Monday next, at eight o’clock, Mr. A. J. 
Oliver in the chair. I have sent a special circular to every member, so I hope for a 
large attendance. Membersof angling societies and other friends will be welcomed. 
Committee meeting at 7.30.—HENRY Howss, hon. sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

The first harmonic meeting of the season was held by the members of this club on 
Wednesday ; a very pleasant evening was passed, several friends assisting. Members 
will please note that these meetings will be held every Wednesday night during the 
winter months; all brother anglers and friends are cordially invited. Little or 
nothing has been done iu the way of fishing. Messrs, N. Aspray and H, Young 
visited Manningtree, and had very fair sport.—A. G. EVANS, sec. 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A special general meeting will take place on Wednesday, Nov. 2 ; likewise, it being 
quarterly night, I hope all members will make it convenient to attend early, as there 
will be a good lot of business to transact. The following will appear on the agenda :— 
The arrangements for the half-yearly supper ; the election of a check-secretary ; 
proposed additions to rules 23 and 30 ; and other items, Messrs. Ghurney, Murray, 
and Fitch’s Testimonial lists will be on the agenda as well.—W. H. BuRwasn, 


sec. 
DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Several of our members were out on the 23rd inst., when the following weighed- 
in :—Mr, ©. Stone, gudgeon, 2lb.; Mr. Severn, roach, 11b, loz. ; and Mr, Maxwell, 
in two days, 6lb. O}0z. of roach, Members who have not yet paid their subscriptions 
for the current quarter will greatly oblige by forwarding them as soon as they 
possibly can. Ournext meeting night will be on Wednesday next,—H. PALMER, 


sec, 
GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. i 

The following members weighed-in fish on the 98rd inst. :—Messrs. W. Bowring, 
roach and dace, 7lb. 11}0z.; Henrie, roach and perch, 41b. 80z,; De Perran, roach 
and dace, 3lb. 9}0z.; A. Crow, roach and dace, 2lb. 120z,; Perkins, dace, 1lb. 9$0z. ; 
©. Crow, roach and dace; and Green, perch, I beg to inform members that next 
Tuesday is quarterly night.—C. B. Lumpy. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a fair show of fish to the club on the 23rd inst., Mr. T, Adams having 
one jack, 10lb. 8oz.; Mr. Almieroth, some nice chub; Messrs. Stains and Devon, 
roach, Onthe 25th there was a good attendance of members, when it was resolved 
to fish for prizes at Cheshunt on Noy, 13th, roam of water ; all start by the nine 
o’clock train,—R, MURPHY. 
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GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first smoking concert of the season having been fixed for Tuesday evening last, 
the business proceedings were abbreviated as muchas possible. Mr. George Chambers, 
in the unavoidable absence of Dr. Brunton, taking the chair, the minutes were read 
and passed, and the formal business terminated with the presentation of a book to 
library by Mr. C. S. Bentley. The concert was a very successful one.—B. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only two of our members weighed-in on the 23rd, those being Mr, C. Layton 
(roach), five fish, 41b. 121b. ; Mr. J, Jackson (roach), five fish, 3lb. 630z., all alive, oh! 
—W. H. FENNER, sec. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st inst. our members fished a competition for three prizes, which were 
won in the following order:—Mr. D. Keep, 13lb. 50z. roach and dace, first ; Mr. J. 
Brain, 101b. barbel, chub, and roach, second; Mr. J. Conroy, 7lb. 1loz. roach and 
dace, third. Other members also had very fair shows of roach and dace.—C, 
SMART, sec, 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

An extra meeting will be held at Rise House, Hornsey Rise, on Monday evening 

next, chair to be taken at half-past seven.—C. H. Kunnert, hon, sec. 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members will compete for three special prizes on the 30th inst. at Pangbourne, 
All kinds weigh. No competitor to leave London before the morning of the com- 
petition ; no take under 80z. to weigh.—H. B. 

MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above received a visitfrom the following societies on the South London United 
List on Wednesday, the 19th inst.—viz., the Bermondsey Brothers, South London, 
Rodney, Anchor and Hope, Wellington, St. George’s, Peckham Royal, Walworth 
Waltonians, Brunswick, Angler’s Pride, and Grange. Mr. Boorman occupied the 
chair, and Mr. Kearnes the vice-chair. Songs were given by Mr. Fowler, of the 
Bermondsey Brothers ; Mr. Willis, of the Anchor and Hope; Mr. Bryant, of the 
Brunswick ; Mr, Barwick, Mr. Leminton, Mr. Henry Piper, Mr. Edward Piper, Mr. 
Starwick, of the Brunswick ; Mr. Griffin, of the Walworth Waltonians ; Mr. Richard- 
son, Mr, Kearnes, Mr. Charles Lamitte, and Mr. Thomas Hammond. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIKTY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, the president, Mr, W. 
Gillies, in the chair. The minutes of previous meeting night were confirmed, and 
the ordinary business disposed of. During the week the only take of fish worth 
recording was by our vice-president, Mr. C. 8. Blackman, who had five dozen nice 
roach, scaling 16%lb.,on the 23rd inst. After the business was disposed of, the 
remainder of the evening was spent in harmony, Messrs. Trevor, Magill, Buckingham, 
Comber, Feaks, and May all ably acquitting themselves, whilst Mr. J. W. Dyer ably 
accompanied them, and also gave several selections on the piano during the evening. 
We were also pleased to receive a visit from one of the members of the Highbury 
Angling Society. Members are requested to attend not later than 9 o’clock next 
Tuesday evening, being half-yearly night. There is some important business to be 
disposed of. —A. MAY, hon. sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 23rd inst. the following members weighed-in jack, from the Welsh Harp ; 
Mr. Proehl, 61b. loz. ; Mr, Greenwood, 41b. 80z.; Mr. W. Plumpton, 31b. 14302. ; Mr. 
Holman, 2lb. 150z.; Messrs. Edgerton and Billings, roach.—W, GREENWOOD, sec. 


NOTTINGHAM WELLINGTON ASSOCIATION. 

The annual dinner of this, the chief society of Nottingham, was held at the Wel- 
lington Hotel in that town on the evening of the 2Ist. There was a very large 
muster of members, and the chair was occupied by Mr. W. Gaskell, the president, 
who was faced in the vice-chair by Mr. F. Warsop. The following is a list of prizes 
won during the summer season :—Barbel : Ist, Mr. G. Bates, 91b. 6402. ; 2nd, Mr. R. 
Toone, 6lb. lloz.; 3rd, Mr. H. W. Cooper, 5lb. 6oz. Roach: 1st, Mr. W. Hall, 
1b. 430z. ; 2nd, Mr. J. A, Ward, Ilb. loz.: 8rd, Mr, H. J. Sheppard, Ilb. 0#0z. Dace : 
1st, Mr. H. Coxon, 1030z.; 2nd, Mr. S. Hopkins, 730z.; 3rd, Mr. 8. Moseley, 6202. 
Bream : Ist, Mr. T. Essex, 5lb. 50z.; 2nd, Mr. W. Gaskell, 3lb. 1}oz. Perch: Ist, 
Mr. E. West, 1lb. 90z.; 2nd, Mr. W. Hartshorn, 1530z.. Chub: Ist, Mr, H. Spray, 
41b, O20z.; 2nd, Mr. H. R. Wilkins, 3lb. 140z. It will thus be seen that some very 
fine specimen fish were weighed-in ; and in addition to the monster barbel taken by 
Mr. Bates, he, but for that, would have been first in the roach class. The prizes— 
both monetary and special—were of a costly description, and were presented to the 
recipients by the veteran Mr. W. F. Wallett, the Queen’s Jester. The challenge Cup 
for the heaviest barbel was won outright by Mr. Bates. Mr. C. K. Eddowes, clerk 
to the Trent Fishery Board, proposed the toast of the evening—namely, “Success 
to the Society,” and after Mr. Wallett has distributed the prizes, Mr. J. Tomlinson, 
in a few well-chosen words, gave “The Donors of Special Prizes.” Other toasts 
followed, and Mr, J. C, Whitehall, the hon, sec., was, with the other officers of the 
association, specially thanked for his services since the holding of the last banquet. 
—H. Coxon, 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The match for the President’s Cup was fished for on the 23rd, at Broxbourne. 
This long-contested and much coveted prize (the gift of A. Brodie, Esq.) was finally 
won by Mr, Gardham, he having fulfilled the required conditions, and winning three 
times. A proposition was made and carried that the third series of prizes be fished 
for on November 6th, an open match.—W. R. MATTHEWS, sec. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A special general meeting of members of the above society took place at the 
Greyhound Hotel, Richmond, on Wednesday evening last, to consider the advisa- 
bility of raising the subscription. There was a large attendance of members, among 
others present being Mr. Brougham, secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, Messrs. Brett, Monflet, Davis, Powell, Rollison, Sigismund, Johnson, Wright, 
Nicholes, Taman, Reeve, Gaunt, Perkins, Griffiths, Heath, Hester, Bingley, Clark, 
Davis, and H, Clifford Taman (hon. sec.) Messrs, Blamey and Dickinson occupied 
respectively the positions of chairman and vice-chairman. The notice convening 
the meeting haying been read by the hon. sec., it was moved by the chairman that 
the subscription be raised to £1 ls. per annum, He pointed ont the additional 
advantages the members would enjoy if this were done. In seconding the motion, 
the hon. sec. said that he knew, from after two years’ intimate connection with the 
working of the society, that the raising of the subscription was a most desirable 
step to take, and pointed out that it had been, and was, advocated by the two pre- 
ceding chairmen of the society, Messrs. Little and Geen, as well as by their present 
one. He quoted from the balance-sheets of the three preceding years to show that the 
expenses were increasing, and ridiculed the idea of the great loss of members which 
some alarmists prophesied would be the result of taking the step. Other gentlemen 
having spoken on this subject, the motion was put to the meeting and declared to 
be carried unanimously. A competition having taken place the same day, three 
splendid trays of roach and dace were laid upon the.table, having been taken in the 
tideway by Messrs. Perkins, Johnson, and Gaunt, who: were declared winners of the 
first, second, and third prizes respectively. One roach, taken by Mr. Perkins, weighed 
1lb, 40z, During the evening, Mr. Brett presented the society with a map of the 
Thames, and added to the collection of stuffed fish in the room a case containing 
two unique and very fine specimens—one a golden roach, and the other a golden 
tench, and the hon. secretary was requested to write to Mr. Munro thanking him 
for a gift of some large photos of salmon-fishing in Scotland. On Wednesday next 
a large number of members of this society intend visiting the Piscatorial Society 
of London at their weekly meeting at the Mona Hotel, Covent Garden. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 26th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, H.C. Since my last report sport has been somewhat slack, Messrs. 
Ingram and Comley weighed-in on the 16th. On the 23rd, Mr. Comley saved the 
club from a blank, The next meeting of the committee for the revision of rules 
will take place on Monday, the 31st inst., at the club-house.—C, Piagorms, sec. 


nn Se 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS, , . 

On the 23rd inst. the following members weighed-in fish : Mr, T. Line, roach, 
dace, and gudgeon ; Mr. T. H. Mitchell, roach and dace, from the Lower Thames ; 
Mr, J. Wigley, roach, from Mid-Thames; and Mr, J. Smith, roach, from the Upper 
Thames. Mr. H. Haine had roach from the Lea. An aquarium, valued £3 3s., has 
been added to the prizes for the October competition, which takes place on the 30th, 
by Mr. Watson. The next return visit of the Southern District of the Anglers’ 
Association will be paid to this society on Monday, November 7th. Messrs. H. Haine 
and R. Chantry, jun, will preside during the evening, assisted by—PIXIE. 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

There was a very good show of fish again on the 23rd inst. Mr. Hewett weighed- 
in roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. Brewer, roach, dace, and gudgeon ; Mr. Smales 
brought up similar fish ; Messrs. Trotter and Holden also weighed-in roach. We 
elected another new member on Tuesday, and a gentleman was proposed as one, I 
beg to notify to members that we have lately had a fresh landlord, who is desirous 
of having an interview with the members next Tuesday.—F’. H. Frewty, sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The last return visit on the above list took place on Wednesday, October 19, at 
the Marlborough Angling Society, a good number of anglers being present. Twelve 
clubs answered the call of the roll, The next visit will go to the Brunswick A. &., 
held at the King John’s Head, New Southwark-street, on Monday, November 9th,— 
J. COURT. 

SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Our competition on the 16th resulted as follows :—Mr. Close, first ; Mr, Kidd, jun., 
second ; Mr. Tilbury, jun., third; Mr. J. Pannell, fourth ; the fifth prize not being 
taken. The competition was from Rye House Bridge to St. Margaret's. Mr, Kidd, 
jun., was disqualified for getting out at the wrong station—viz., Rye House instead 
of going on to St. Margaret's. On Sunday last we had a nice tray of roach by Mr. 
Close, the onty gentleman weighing-in.—H. KIpDD, sec. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

We had an exceedingly good muster for our outing at Windsor; but fish were 
so scarce that only two prizes were taken, the first by Mr. Holman, the second by 
Mr, Collins, The prizes left over from the last outing are to be.fished for on 
Nov. 6th, go where you please. It was decided to have a smoking concert on Tues- 
day, Nov. 8th, at 8.30. Members and friends of other clubs are specially invited. 
Mr. Kelly having kindly forwarded his Jubilee case of carp (56lb.), they will be on 
view for the next three months. We were honoured with'a visit from the Blooms- 
bury Brothers and Royal George Angling Society on Tuesday evening.—PELICAN, 

SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A committee meeting took place on Wednesday last, when it was resolved that an 
angling competition, in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, take place on 
Dec. 18th, 1887, in the Slough canal, the prizes to consist of Christmas fare, fishing 
tackle, and various other gifts, the competitors to meet at Langley station, G.W. 
Railway, at 10 a.m., and to reassemble at 4 p.m. to weigh-in (name of house to 
weigh-in at will be given later). Any competitor failing to weigh-in at the proper 
time shall be disqualified. Competitors to be allowed the use of one rod only, all 
sizeable fish to weigh, except jack and eels, The prizes will be distributed at the 
Plough and Harrow, King-street, Hammersmith, on the Thursday following. 
Tickets, 1s. each, to be had of any member of the committee and at the Plough and 
Harrow, as above. Over £10 worth of prizes have been promised. The following 
gentlemen have, since my last, joined the committee : Messrs. Howlandand Hammond 
(Cobden A.S.), Palmer and Maxwell (Duke of Norfolk), Harris, Young, and Tippet 
(Prince Arthur), French (Rifle)—W. WILSON, hon. sec, 

WALHAM GREEN AND FULHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society held its usual weekly meeting on Thursday, 
20th inst., Mr. Dixon presiding. There being very little business to transact, the 
meeting resolved itself into a piscatorial chit-chat, none of the members haying 
been out during the past week.—C. SUTCHALL, sec. i 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The result of the competition on the 23rd inst. was as follows:—Mr, Allard, 1 ; 
Mr. Piolaine, 2; Mr. Smith, 3; Mr. Delhaye, 4; and Mr. H. Bayley, 5. Messrs. 
Rumbelow, Hopkins, and Griffin also had fish. At the meeting held on the 27th 
the Ghurney Testimonial was considered and favourably received, the sum of one 
guinea being voted from the club funds. Iam very pleased to acknowledge the 
receipt of 10s. from the Larkhall Angling Society, and 5s, from the Battersea 
Friendly Angling Society, in aid of the widow and children of the late Mr. A. 
Reed, which amounts will be added to the proceeds of our smoking concert, to be 
held on Tuesday, Nov. 1, and forwarded to the treasurer, R. B. Marston, Hsq. Chair 
will be taken at 8.30 sharp. We confidently anticipate a great muster of anglers 
and friends on this occasion. Mr. Hibble weighed-in a nice show of roach from 
Chelmsford.—M1LLER’s THUMB. Mi 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2rd Mr. Newbury weighed-in 101b. 15oz., of which 9lb, 20z. was barbel ; 
Mr, Sloper 91b. 12307., of which 71b. 100z. was barbel ; and Mr, Dartnall roach and 
dace. A match will be fished on the 30th for four prizes, go where you like.— 


W. W, A, 
WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION . 

At our meeting held on Monday to settle the final arrangements for our leg of 
mutton supper to be followed by the distribution of prizes on the 28th inst., great 
dissatisfaction was expressed at no reply having been given to Mr. Morris’s letter 
and I was requested to give the information applied for by Mr. Hirst, the hon, sec. 
Testimonial fund, which our president forwarded to Mr, Hirst with a request from 
our committee to reply to the letter.—A. LACROIX, ; 

Se EE 


A LAKE TURNED TO INK. 
Tur story of the poisoning of Dawho Lake in Georgetown County, by a hail- 
storm, as recently telegraphed the Atlanta Const#(ution, and which many persons 
believe to be exceedingly “fishy,” has heen corroborated in every particular by 
a prominent citizen of Georgetown who has investigated the matter at the 
request of General Greely, chief of the weather service. 

A dense mass of black gum trees surrounds the lake on allsides. It is well 
known that the leaves of this tree are strongly impregnated with tannic acid. 
Tt has also been ascertained that the bottom of the lake contains a slight deposit 
of iron. The poisoning of the water, therefore, is thus explained. The hail- 
storm bruised and filled the lake with the leaves and small branches of the trees, 
the tannic acid emanating from which mingled with the iron and formed tannire 
of iron, causing the water to turn black as ink and bitter as quinine, and 
poisoning the fishes by the thousands. 

Some of the people living in the neighbourhood believe that the condition of 
the lake is due to a judgment from God. This lake is in reality a godsend for 
many a poor family near by. They get fish from it the year around, and if it is 
not replenished soon it will be a judgment to them sure enough, 

One species of fish inhabiting this lake survived the singular disaster, and that 
was the mudfish, which buried itself in the mud at the bottom, and thus escaped 
the effects of the poison. The stench arising from the dead and rotten fish is 
described as fearful. The thousands of buzzards taking their departure in the 
evening for their roosting-places, after a day’s feast, are. described-as making a 
noise similar to that of an approaching cyclone. On each end of Dawho Lake, 
about a half a mile distant, is a small lake, in which numbers of fish also abound, 
ae wh upon examination show no signs of the hailstorm which swept over 

awho. 2% 

This confirms the belief that the direct cause of the disaster to the fish is due 
to the hailstorm. a 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


3p.m. “ Yellow Hackle ” gives me credit, or discredit, for three full weeks, “ Sundays 
__ ; excepted,” from 8.30 till dusk, and seems to begrudge me every hour. To be very 
H. D. 8. Kew).—The gut should be soaked in warm water for a few minutes before exact, he admits a short time off daily for lunch! He had better try trolling him- 
you knot and twist it. Do not twist too tightly; the tighter you twist or | self, as lots of others have done, and soon get weary of it. If it was good enough 
plait a line together the more brittle and less elastic it becomes, Messrs. | no doubt large numbers would enter the lists ; but when those who make the expe- 
Gillett and Co., of 40, Fetter-lane, sell a little machine for twisting gut or other | riment find that they may often troll a week or ten days up and down without a 
line, There is no fixed weight for an 11ft. greenheart rod for pike-fishing ; it | sign of movement of the rod-top, they become weary, and throw up. 
depends on the angler and kind of angling, “Before I began to troll on Halton water, a length of still water between two 
SALOPIAN.—It happens occasionally that an article which the Editor has passed to | weirs (impossible to fish with fly), no one attempted to catch a salmon in it, nor 
go into a certain issue of a paper gets crowded out by something or other which | would anyone have done so to this day had I not begun to troll, and demonstrated 
must go in, and then any reference to it which has been made in the Hditor’s | that a salmoncan be caught occasionally in this way. It pains me to find that this 
notes ought to be taken out, but in the hurry of going to Press it may escape | small enjoyment of mine—the only way open to me to obtain the pleasure of having 
notice. We hope that the article on the Bann will ve in this week. a salmon in hand now and then for half an hour—should be so offensive to anyone 
Grirr.—* The Rod in India” is published by Messrs, Hamilton, Adams, and Co., | I “try as much aslyeth in me to live peaceably with all men” ; but I feel I cannot 
Paternoster-row. / bring myself to give up this mild form of sport to conciliate “ Yellow Hackle,”’ whose 
aversion I regret to find I have aroused.—I am, &c., 


CAs es October 24, 8 Ss] : 
CO R R ES PO N D EN CE. Baia pleased to hear you have appointed a correspondent atanir tly 


q angling inthe Lune, Though he resides a considerable distance higher up the river, 
“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument I have no doubt he will faithfully and fully record all that is done either above or 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, B, PRITT, below. 











é Ly. SEVERN FISHERY DISTRICT—ABOLITION. OF SMALL-MESHED NETS 
rn 8, 
[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions exprassed by owr Co aspondents, | AND OTHER ENGINES, 

: THE LUNE. Srr,—The above subject being un fait accompli through the united action of all 
Str,—The letter signed “Yellow Hackle” in your™‘last appears to be so the Severn Angling Societies, { think we ought to start the formation of an 
entirely the outcome of malice, unrestrained by any respect for trathfulness or amalgamation of the whole of the Severn Angling Societies with a view to maintain 
fairness, as to be unworthy of nolice ; but, perhaps, it should not be permitted to | QU rights, and have a thorough management to protect our beautiful river Severn 
pass without a protest, a rejoinder, or a reproof, Presuming to fix upon my per- from poachers, and to obtain the railway privileges, which would be another boon 
a sonality without any apparent clue, he proceeds to make inaccurate statements, of to the Severn anglers. Speaking of railway privileges reminds me that a conference 
no public interest, solely, it would seem, to annoy and discredit the individual he of the whole of the Severn Angling Societies and others will be held at the Bir- 
has assumed to be the writer of a letter which contained nothing likely to offend mingham Arms, Smithfield, ‘Birmingham, on Saturday, the 29th inst., at 5 p.m., for 
anyone. - this very purpose. I advise all the societies interested in the matter to send dele- 
‘Yellow Hackle” libels both you and me by insinuating that the letters signed | Stes, and have a go for the railway privileges. I hope our friend Mr. J. H. Morris 

“ Sportsman” and “Lune” were both written by me, and that you, Sir, lent your- will attend, so that we may drink the health of one another.—I am, &c., 





self to such a dishonourable thing by inserting them in the “F.G.” Though I : Prag LACROIX, F ; oe 
rarely miss looking through the “ F. &,, T omitted todo so on November 15th . thas Hon, See. United District Committee of Worcestershire Angling Societies. 
never saw, nor did I ever hear of, or know anything whatever about, the letter 
signed “Lune.” The first intimation I had of such a letter was from reading _ TESTIMONIAL TO MR. LACROIX. 
t “ Yellow Hackle’s ” letter last night. ; Srr,—In your issue of Oct. 15th, the treasurer of the Shrewsbury Severn Angling 
4 had no notion that my simple pastime of trolling one month in each year on Society, Mr. Morris, disputes the assertion of Mr, Hirst that Mr. Lacroix has been 
Halton water, a rather mechanical and exceedingly monotonous performance, was | “ mainly instrumental in moving the abolition of small-meshed nets from the Severn 
irritating and exasperating anyone, as it has evidently been doing to “ Y. H.,” who, | Fishery District,” and claims that honour for his society, 
when occasion offers, explodes with venom and bad feeling. Physical. infirmity, I quite agree with that gentleman that “ honour should be given where honour is 


incapacitating me from wielding a salmon-rod, led me to the trolling which gives | due,” and object to his claim for the 8,8, A.S., and also that of Mr. Hirst for Mr. 
such dire offence to “ Yellow Hackle.” Were I robnst enough to fish fly, I would | Lacroix. I may be wrong ; if so, many anglers in this district are also in error, and 
never troll atall, Some years ago a gradually-increasing physical decline forced | I hope Mr. J. H. Morris will put us right, But I have always understood that the 
5 me to abandon my salmon-rod; but moved by strong angling instincts which | efforts of the Shrewsbury anglers were directed to the protection of fishing in their 
refused to lie dormant, I betook myself to trolling on Halton water. From my | own district only ; if so, he cannot claim for his society the honour of being “mainly” 
diary I find that in 1886 I was trolling a portion or the whole of 17 days out of the { instrumental in abolishing the use of small-meshed nets from the mouth of the 
365. So far this year I have spent parts or the whole of twelve days since the 1st Verniew to Tewkesbury Weir, which is practically the entire fishing ground of 
of October. On half of these days I have gone on the water either at 1la.m, or | Severnanglers, and I believe was never suggested or thought of by any individual or 
<a 


ANDERSON'’S WATERPROOFS. 


IMPROVED WATERPROOF = Ls Fishing INVERNESS FISHING AND SHOOTING CAPE. 
BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. DS YMG Lj y Guaranteed Waterproof. Prices, 24s. and 42s. 
WwYyYypYy; Trousers¢4 DB 
Mh os (ma Yi 


Guaranteed Waterproof. Price 42s. § K 06 Tl N 6 Yr : ; , 
ay IN The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila 
Y \ 
A oe 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be x 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false COATS. Fishing _ tionana perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
‘ lastics to put arms through. 
Stockings.™*° astics to p’ oug 


elastic cuffs and storm-prooffly. With the addition of 
SHOOTING 











our“ Bailey” Apron makes a perfect Riding Waterproof. 
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COVERS. Fishing 
GAME Brogues. 
BAGS. Fishing 
CARTRIDGE Boots. 
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BELTS. Cases. 
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LEGGINGS. Fishing 
KNEE Capes. 
CAPS. Fishing MY 
GUN Hats, Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 
Entered at der hi, bees CASES. INDI ARUBBER LE ATHER-LINED 


‘ores kr” 
FISHING BROGUES. 4 


Soles cannot be Softened by Immersion in Water. (SS ‘a GIVE EXCELLENT WEAR. REQUIRE NO DRESSING 
(REGISTERED 89981.) S ; MADE ALSO IN KNEE BOOTS. 
See the Field, April 3rd, 1886. Entered at Stationers’ Hall. ALL SIZES KEPT READY IN STOCK, 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSOR EN VICTORIA STREET, LOW 
j ° U 5 97, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, EC. 
Works: BOW ROAD E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 
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ee 
society until Mr. Willis-Bund kindly suggested it to me when bringing the matter 
before the Severn Fishery Board at Welshpool. d ae 

As to Mr. Hirst’s claim for Mr. Lacroix, I would just state that in May, 1889, a 
letter was addressed to each angling sogiety by Mr. W. Prosser, the secretary of the 
Worcester Angling Society, asking them to support a petition to the Severn Fishery 
Board against the use of the driggle net. This set the ball rolling, Mr, Lacroix 
at that time being comparatively unknown to the general body of anglers in this 
city, The matter was discussed in all the angling clubs, and between the secretaries 
of the various clubs in particular ; and in December of that year another meeting 
was held at the room of the Worcester Angling Society, composed of two delegates 
from each society, the petition was got up, and very numerously signed, and myself, 
then a member of the Severn Fishery Board and anglers’ representative, was asked 
to present it and move for the abolition of small-meshed nets, and my colleague, 
Mr. J. Griffin, was asked to support the motion. This was brought before the board 
at Gloucester, and lost by two votes. Iagain brought the matter before the S. F, B. 
at Welshpool in an amended form, suggested by Mr. Willis-Bund as mentioned above, 
and the motion was passed. Mr, Anstice caused the matter to be again brought 
before the Severn Fishery Board at Shrewsbury, where my motion was again suc- 
cessful ; therefore, I consider myself and my colleague, Mr. J. Griffin, who so well 
seconded my efforts, were “ mainly ” instrumental in moving the abolition of small- 
meshed nets in the Severn Fishery District. 

Mr, Lacroix was very enthusiastic in the affair, and did much to help the matter 
on, and I do not wish in any way to underrate his services ; but how he was “mainly” 
instrumental in the matter perhaps Mr. Hirst will explain.—I am, Xc., 

R. WINGFIELD, 
Secretary Izaak Walton Angling Society. 





S1r,—My attention having been drawn to a letter in your issue of the 15th inst., 
signed by J. H. Morris, regarding the proposed testimonial to Mr. Lacroix, I at first 
thought of treating it with the contempt it deserves ; but, owing to the request of 
many very old anglers, I herewith beg to inform Mr, Morris and the readers of the 
FISHING GAZETTE that every word of my letter published in your issue of the 8th 
inst. is strictly true in every particular. 

I must decidedly contradict the statement of your correspondent, “ that the move- 
ment in that direction is mainly due to the efforts of the Shrewsbury Severn 
Angling Society,” as I know differently, having been mixed up in the matter pretty 
well myself. If Mr. Morris will peruse the FisHinG GAZETTE of the last two 
months, he will very likely find full particulars of the whole matter communicated 
by Mr. Lacroix. 

The §.8.A S. may have sent a deputation to the Executive Committee as far back 
as 1882, butit is the Worcestershire Amalgamated Anglers, through their secretary, 
Mr. Lacroix, that have fought the affair out for the last two or three years, and 
brought the struggle to a successful termination. 

Honour where honour is due is all that we require, and we are endeavouring to 
carry out the proverb by presenting Mr, Lacroix witha good eae am, &c., 

7 HERST, 
Hon. Sec, Testimonial Fund, 

37, Comberton-road, Kidderminster, October 25. 


[We hope our friends will agree to consider the “honours divided” ; they can, 
of course, in their own minds apportion the amount due to each.—ED., | 


THE GHURNEY TESTIMONIAL. 

S1r,—I beg to inclose postal order for 10s., being the sum voted out of the club 
funds for the Ghurney Testimonial Fund, and also to express the members’ sorrow 
that, owing to bad times, they have not been able to subscribe more substantially 
toward so good an object, knowing as they do full well the benefits Mr, Ghurney 
has conferred upon them; but they heartily wish Mr. Ghurney long and prosperous 
life, that he may still continue the good work he has been engaged in,—lam, Xc., 

W. H. FENNER, 
Secretary Hearts of Oak Angling Society. 

Dolphin, Church-street, Shoreditch, EH. 


SrRr,— Please receive cheque for 10s. 6d., the amount I have been able to gather 
for the Ghurney Testimonial.—I am, &c., 








H, PAYNE, hon. sec, Uxbridge Rovers. 
31 and 32, Windsor-street, Uxbridge, Oct. 27. 








“By far the Best Spinner we have yet seen.’—FISHING GAZETTE, Sept. 25th. 


THE ECLIPSE PATENT (12,184). 





OVER 1,000 NOW IN USE. 


Will Spin Live or Dead Baits, natural or artificial. Price 2s, Can be had through 
any respectable Shopkeeper in the United Kingdom, 


Wholesale only from the Patentee. 


MARSTON WORKS, REDDITCH. 
SONNING, NEAR READING. 


TO PIKE AND PERCH ANGLERS. 


One of the best spots on the Thames is SONNING (see Mr. Jardine’s articles). 
The Proprietor of the ““ FRENCH HORN” (Mr. WM. HULL) isan Angler, and 
is always glad to see Anglers, Charges moderate. Mr. Hull is also proprietor of 
the “ Elephant ” Hotel, Pano bourne, 


TO PIKiISTS.—THE WEEDS ARE DYING. 


Now that Esox is “eager” and “hungry” for dinner, 
Ras No Bait is so likely to tempt the old sinner, 
As a Neatly Spun Medium Size JUBILEE SPINNER. 


Pike Anglers, Don’t Delay, 
Write for What You Want ‘fo-day. 


The Jubilee Spinner is the best bait for Pike made, ls. 6d. each. The Special Brace tor above, with 
non-spinning lead, 1s.each. Good strong Pike Troiling Rods, brazed and ringed, 5s, 6d. each. 4in. 
Nottingham Best Hard Wood Trolling Reels, 2s. 6d. each. Best Pike Trolling Line, plaited, very strong, 
2s. 6d. My New Special Gaff, made from best stee], needle-pointed, any size or any kind, splendidly 
8nished, and beautifully silver-plated, fit any handle. A better Gaff than this cannot be made. Price 
2a. 6d. each. Best Live Bait, 1s. per doz. Send can by rail. Very best Live Bait Tackle, complete, 9d. 
each. Large Click Nets for bait catching, invaluable to clubs, £1 5s. each. 

CHAS, BINKS, MANUFACTURER, DAVYGATE, YORK. 
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IMPORTANT TO SPORTSMEN, 





THE COMBINATION HEATING FLASK, 














































































































ALPHA SHAPE.—Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 
BETA SHAPE.—Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 


With Spirit Lamp and Drinking Cup Combined. 


Ey 
fi 


“ Very useful.” 


—FISHING GAZETTE, 





Sportsmen should never 
go out without one of 
Eaton’s Heating Flasks, 
It is very neat and com- 
pact, fits without incon- 
venience in pocket, and 
its contents can be 
readily heated in a few 
minutes. Invaluable to 
Anglers, Bicyclists, 
Tourists, Travellers, 
Boating Parties, Doctors, 
and early risers, Used 
by many. Thames 
Anglers, 





2s. 3d, Free by 
4s, 0d. Parcels Post on 
more ey receipt of 


4s, 3d.) Postage Stamps. 


. ’ 2 > ’ ae oe eee 
Any of the above in Nickel or Electro-Plated to Order. AGENTS WANTED. 


E, EATON & C0,, 28, MARTIN'S LANE, CANNON STREET, LONOON, E.C. 





HUMPHRIES’ 


LIGHTNING SPINNER. 


This New Spinner has been most successfully tried this season. It does n’t kink tha line. A 
deadly bait for Salmon, Trout, Pike, Perch, Chub, Bass, Mackerel, &c. (Registered Nos, 82932 & $2935). 
_ Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FIsHING GAZETTE, writes :—“ Your Double Action Lightving 
Bait ought to have a big run, as there is no doubt is will. I can safely recommend it to all who use 
spinning baits ; the double action being very attractive.” . 


Invented & Manufactured by ROBT. HUMPHRIES, 52, Seymour Place, 
Bryauston Square, London, 


3-inch a “Single Action ” + 
Also in Smaller Sizes for Perch, Trout, &c. 
OLD BAITS 


4-inch Pike Size, “ Double Action” Lightning Spinner, price 3s. 6d., post free. 
ese OG. 


REPLATED AS NEW. 


Money returned 
if Bait is 
not approved of. 

AGENTS WAN'TED. 


. 
” 








FISHINGS 


TO GET. 





MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, and is replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona, I.0.M.) 


DERBYSHIRE. 


MATLOCK AND CROMFORD 
ANGLINS ASSOCIATION. 


THE 


GREYHOUND HOTEL, 
CROMFORD, 


is most conveniently situated, being close to the river 
Derwent (well stocked with Grayling and Trout), 
See “Red Spinner,” inthe Field of Sept. 3rd, 1887. 


For particulars apply to 
MATTHEW HILL, PROPRIETOR, 


TROUT and GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


The PROPRIETOR of the 


RADNORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, 


Presteign, Radnor, 
Offers SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION 
to Anglers and their Families. 
Charming Scenery and Health Resort. Posting. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 

Visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, é&c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 


of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 














Oulton Broad Fishery, 
LOWESTOFT. 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Fisheries Act.) 


Quarters, Wherry Hotel, Mutford 
Bridge. Beautifully situated. G. 
MASON, Proprietor. Established nearly 
a century. Boats, 2s.; full bait, Is. ; 
men, 4s, per day. Terms for stoppin 
visitors on application. Gravel and 
sandy soil. 


TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING, 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 

The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
of the stream, which is Well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will tindin the “ bosky dells ” of Coquet- 
side an ample field for research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.20 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
particulars, address THE MANAGERESS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberland 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


‘Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary, 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, | Proprietor. 
N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable, The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. 

















Nov. 5, 1887. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


LToBACcCCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRDS EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON, 
BERN D A Li, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 


None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, i Kendal 
on Label. or Hutchinson & Son., . ; 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 


ESTABLISHED 1745. 
FLIUS for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and ail 


other Streams, at the foliowing prices for cash :— 








GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STRERT, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 








Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d, 
per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags. 23. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, dittu, on gut, or Eyed 
Hooks. EVERY HOOK IS TKESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent tor 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 
Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampsbire 
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AFTER GRAYLING.—A SOCIAL FISHING. 


THE wind had at last got out of the north and east. The day 
was still, the air warm, and every now und then the sun peeped 
out from a rift in the soft grey clouds which floated slowly up from 
the south and west. “Grayling” was the word which burst 
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simultaneously from our lips as 1 and my host met on the steps at 
the front door before breakfast. The lawn slopes down from tle 
house to a broad shallow, in which abide one or two mighty 
grayling and a few large trout. The breakfast bell had not yet 
sounded, so we strolled to the water’s edge, and were rewarded 
by the sight of one or two Duns floating slowly down. It was 
settled that we should have what we call a social fish—that is, we 
should go together, smoke the social pipe, converse on the mysteries 
of the angling art, with special reference to the capture of grayling, 
and pick up wrinkles one from the other. On such occasions, if we 
see a rising fish one or the other goes for him. What happens is 
as follows : 

Strolling leisurely down or up the river bank, keeping a sharp look-out on the 
water, and discussing some mystery of knot, or fly, or method of casting, we 
both at the same moment catch sight of a rise under the opposite bank, and 
simultaneously exclaim, “There he is, old fellow ; go for him!” Being the 
guest on this occasion, it is my lot to take the first fish. The eye of a keen 
critic is on me; it behoves me to be very careful. Every mistake will be 
noted, and should I make a notorious bungle of it there will be much chaff at 
luncheon or dinner for the amusement of the ladies, who are no mean judges. 
Having selected the spot from which to make my attack, I creep to it as quietly 
as possible, and kneeling, or sitting, or even lying prone on the bank, commence 
the siege. My host says not a word, except to tell me whether my fly is over 
the fish or not. I kill, or scratch, or put the fish down, and then, but not till 
then, begins the criticism, somewhat, perhaps, in this manner : 


“You might have safely got a little nearer your fish. A long line is a mistake 
in all fishing, especially with respect to grayling, when a shorter line can be used. 
If you had got a little higher up, or a little lower down, you would not have 
had so much trouble with the drag. If your fly had not fallen with the 
emphasis of a quoit you would not have put the fish down. If you had only 
been a little quicker you would have had the fish to a certainty.” Or it may 
be, “‘ That was a good shot ; the fly covered him well the first cast, and you 
deserved your success.” Then we each take a cast or two at the spot from 
various places, either to prove the correctness of our criticism, or to illustrate 
our idea. The oldest and best fisherman may learn something by following 
our plan, and it is invaluable to a young hand, or to one who is not yet expe- 
rienced in dry-fly fishing. 

On the day of which I am writing our bag was not large ; but we had one of 
the most charming day’s fishing that ever fell to my lot, and a short account of 
it may interest some of your readers. There was a time when I counted a day's 
fishing good or bad in proportion to the slaughter. Now Iam glad to say that 
I enjoy the fishing as much as the catching, and would rather, on a lovely 
autumn day, killa brace of nice grayling from a pretty stream, especially if 
they were each captured from a difficult place, than kill ten brace on a dis- 
agreeable day from a dull, heavy water, where one had to “chuck and 
chance it.” 

The day was simply lovely. The sun came out more frequently towards the 
afternoon, and lit up with an indescribable glory of colour the autumn-tinted 
willows, the rich brown weeds, and golden-coloured grasses which fringed the 
river-bank. The air was still and warm, but crisp and lung-satisfying. And 
over all was that strange autumn hush and stillness, which seems to whisper of 
the approaching death of Nature. The stream alone in all that quiet land seems 
full of life and motion, and goes rippling away with its delicate music, down 
under the willows and over the shallows, laughing and singing, and bubbling 
with joy. But it, too, has its serious moments. See how it rests, silent and 
still, in that long, deep pool. Is it dreaming of the icy hand that may at almost 
any moment be laid upon it ? 

But what am I dreaming of! There was a rise—a grayling, unless we are 
both mistaken—just where the stream begins to slacken under the opposite 
bank by the old willow stump. It is a favourite spot fora big one. A small 
Red Tag, by the greatest good luck, lights about 6in. above his nose, and up he 
comes, fully meaning business ; the fly disappears, a slight turn of the wrist, a 
commotion in the water, and I hear in lugubrious accents, “Oh! you muff! 
scratched him by all that is unfortunate!” I look at my hook, and remark, ‘‘ My 
friend, observe this—it was the hook-maker who was the muff; see how the 
hook has spread, and as I am using the finest drawn gut, the hook can have had 
no temper.” 

With a sigh and a gentle smile comes the answer, “The wise man tests 
his hook before using.” He is right, but for all that I feel a burning hatred of 
hook-makers in general for some minutes. I almost think I will import a Malay, 
and teach him to fish. After having two or three hooks spread he would “run 
a muck” in Redditch toa certainty. But then, in his blind fury, he might kill 
the good hook-makers and spare the bad ones, and so the last state of us poor 
anglers would be werse than the present. 

I elect to remain where I am for awhile, and watch. My host goes down 
about twenty yards to a good place. Presently we are both at work, I ata 
fish about ten yards below the one I scratched, he at one in the middle of the 
stream. We can watch one another, and chat about all manner of angling 
matters, and we do. Presently I hear, “In him at last!” and I soon have the 
net under a lb. grayling. We wet him, and I return to my place. I have two 
or three rises, but cannot touch my fish. At last I cry “ Jn him!” but do not 
like the way he plays; he turns out to be a splendid dace. Do not scoff, dear 
reader. The keeper's children will be delighted when they see him at breakfast 
to-morrow morning, and prepare to choke themselves with his bones. And, 
believe me, shy dace are capital practice, and teach one to strike promptly. My 
host tries his hand at one just below me, and misses it. I have a cast, and kill 
it, and triumph not a little over him. So the morning wears away. We triumph 
over and chaff one another by turns. I hook and lose a nice grayling just as 
he is near thenet. It was my own fault, I held him too hard, and meekly accept 
the criticism yronounced on my performance. But there goes the luncheon bell. 
What appetites the crisp October air has given us. We have each a healthy thirst 
also, and we know that a great beaker of “ whisky and Polly,” with a lump of 
ice init, awaits each of us. We count ourspoils—my host has a brace of grayling 
and a dace ; I have only two brace of dace. But I forgot to say that I had also 
a fine fight with, and landed and returned, a trout of 1}1b., 


Luncheon is despatched as quickly as possible. Ido not mean that we hurry 
over it and gobble ; we are much too wise for that. We have both of us arrived 
at years of discretion, and know that we have digestions ; but we waste no time, 
and in half an hour or so pipes are lighted, and we are off to the lower water. 
We know that there are several 2lb. grayling, and one or two of 3lb., and trout 
of great size and ferocity in the stream to which we are going. We know this 
for certain, because these fish were all taken out and put carefully back when 
the water was netted for coarse fish. We are rather silent, partly because our 
pipes are going well, partly because the process of digestion is going on, and 
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partly because of the sense of awful responsibility which will rest on the man 
who hooks a 3lb. grayling. Our flies are the smallest, our drawn gut the finest, 
and the long waving weeds in the middle of the stream are the strongest. This 
particular stream is some fifty or sixty yards long. The far side is lined with 
boards to protect the bank, and behind each post to which the boards are nailed, 
and which projects somewhat into the stream, is a little curling eddy. The water 
close to the boards is some 3ft. deep, rather rapid, with a clean gravel bottom. 
In the middle are long streamers of weed yards and yards in length, about Gin. 
under water, Here and there is a villainous bulrush. There area lot of Olive 
Duns coming down, and several good fish rising. Out in the middle of the 
water at the head of the stream we see a grand rise. The broad back fin of a 
big grayling slowly rises out of, and sinks into, the water, and immediately 
afterwards the tip of a broad tail does the same. There seems to us to bea vast 
distance between the fin and tail ; it must be a three-pounder.. I insist that my 
host shall try for it, and at length persuade him. Twice the fly goes over him 
perfectly ; but there is no response. “Try a yard or two above,” I whisper ; 
“he may have moved up.” A light breath of wind takes the fly a couple of yards 
higher than was intended. As it touches the surface there is a grand rise, a flash 
through the water, the reel shrieking sweet music as the fish takes out ten or fifteen 
yards of line, and dashes under an overhanging bush on the far side some distance 
above the boards. Slowly he is coaxed out, and, after a long and desperate 
fight, I net, not a grayling, but a splendid trout of over two pounds. The 
struggle has frightened our big grayling, and we see him no more. There are, 
however, several good fish rising below, close to the boards. They are making 
little more disturbance in the water than a big minnow could do, and it is hard 
to tell which are trout and which are grayling. After awhile I fancy I see the 
tip of a back fin, and settle myself on one knee hidden by somerushes.-. The 
first time the fly comes over him he takes it like alamb, An unmistakable gray- 
ling, and a good one ; but, alas! after one roll over the fly comes back to me, 
and my grayling sinks to the bottom. Without moving I dry my fly, and make 
a cast for a fish which has been rising persistently a little higher up. I am into 
him directly, and have a fine riot with a trout of nearly two pounds; but the 
keeper manages to net him cleverly, and he is soon back in the water. Almost 
before his tail is ont of sight, a yell from my host proclaims that he isin the 
father of all the fish. His little rent cane rod is bending double ; the water is 
foaming as if a steam-launch were being driven up the middle. It is hard to 
tell which is the captor and which is the captured ; certainly, the fish is taking 
my friend up the bank at a pace which displays more vigour than dignity on 
his part. Why does he stop? Ah! he is into a weed. With an expression of 
awe on his countenance, my friend whispers, “ He was over four pounds—a big 
trout.” But he is gone. Being a trout it does not so much matter ; but, still, 
we should both have liked to have had him out and admired him. So wego 
on for some time. In about an hour I have a brace of nice grayling, a brace of 
dace, and have hooked and landed three good trout, one of which I estimate 
as a good three-pounder, but which the keeper says ismore. Could a man wish 
for amorecharming hour’s sport? Perhaps the most remarkable point of the 
whole thing was the luck. I should have thought it impossible for any man living to 
have landed my three-pounder in that particular place and on the tackle I was using. 
The fish after his first rush, which was a grand one, fought like a tiger for the 
weeds. Time after time he got into them, but by running down stream and 
keeping him “ moving on,” I had the luck to get him out again and again, and 
at last land him. 

After this I determined to cross the meadows and have a look at the place 
where I had scratched the grayling in the morning. The grayling had all 
stopped rising when I got there, but I picked up two big dace and had a real 
good fight with a trout of nearly 2lb., which I landed and returned. My host 
coming up and the light beginning to fail, we started for the house, chatting 
by the way, and having thoroughly enjoyed our day. 

The two flies that I killed with were an ordinary Red Tag and a very light, 
almost White Dun, with quill body. Sometimes I had the two flies on at once, 
sometimes only one. Being but a novice at grayling-fishing with the dry fly, it 
is with diffidence that I venture an opinion about it. It seems to me that. if 
the grayling run large and are rising well, one fly is best if you fish dry. If 
the grayling are roaming about, rising occasionally, now here, now there, or if 
you are searching likely places for them with a sort of half wet, half dry way 
of fishing, two flies are best. But I must confess that I am always in an agony 
of fright, if there are weeds about, when I have hooked a big grayling and have 
two flies on. It would interest me very much, and probably others of your 
readers too, if someone who is a real authority on grayling-fishing would discuss 
the pro’s and con.’s of the one-fly and two-fly method. 

If your patience is not utterly exhausted, let me urge a caution with regard 
to weeds. I have seen really good fishermen come to hopeless grief the first 
time they fished a weedy stream. And every novice should have the maxim, 
“Always run your fish down stream,” if there are weeds about, dinned into his 
ears again and again. But that is not all. If there are weeds about, particu- 
larly those long, tough, ribbon-like weeds, which have brought us all to grief at 
times, always, if possible, take up a position well below your fish before you cast 
for him. If you hook him, try and hustle him at'once: Once flustered and 
on the top of the weeds the fish loses his head, and you have a good chance, if 
only you keep on hustling him down stream, of bringing him to the net. If 
once he is able to get his head down, the’chances are all against you. Should he 
get well hung up in a weed, put on a steady strain, as much as your tackle will 
safely bear, straight down stream. I have sometimes got a good trout out of a 
mass of weeds after five or even ten minutes’ steady strain on him. If the fish is 
thoroughly hung up, and the water is not too deep, go in, part the weeds cautiously 
with your hands, and if the fish is still on, either try and get the net under him 
at once, or try and disentangle your line gently so as to get him out, and finish 
your fight in the open water. On no account, when hung up ina weed, let your 
keeper or attendant try (as they are so fond of doing) to poke out the fish with 
the handle of the landing-net. The fish has entangled the line in the weeds a 
poke with a stick simply persuades him, to make a violent rush, and he smashes 
the cast-line between himself and the entanglement. Please notice that this is 
addressed to novices. I have no ambition to be set down as a would-be teacher 
of my betters. C. Hevit, Hon. Chap. “¥F. G.” 
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JOCK SCOTT’S VISIT TO THE BORDER ESK. 


THE following is a fair and square account of Jock Scott’s visit to 
the Border Esk during the past summer. Jock’s English is second 
only to Lord Macaulay’s, Mr. Gladstone’s, and that of Ye Editor of 
ye FISHING GAZETTE ; but Jock will insist on holding forth in 
Lowland Scotch, and tyrannically binds me down, when conversing 
with him, to the same fearful lingo. 

“Stand ayont ; aw do believe that’s the body comin’ up the brae, just as if he 
had clogs on. Aw cud tell a Border man’s fit if aw heard him comin’ up the 





main street o’ Patagonia. How’s a’ wi’ you, Jock? Am glad to see ye. _How’s 
tke worl’ usin’ you a’ this lang time ?” 

‘OQ, just the same as aw’ve been usin’ it; muckle aboot the same. The 
worl’s nae better than it’s ca’ed, and nae better than it sud be. Nowther am I 
—six 0’ yin, and half a dizzen o’ the other. But what d’ye think, man ? Aw’ve 
actually been in Eskdale, a’ thro’ Canonbie and Langholm, for the first time for 
twenty-five year.” 

“D’ye say sae ? 
time ?” 

“Bonnie, man ; bonnie. Ye see, aw was there in the vera nick o’ time for 
the scenery, when a’ Nature was dressed in her brawest garb, and puttin’ her 
best leg foremost. O, man, aw never thocht Eskdale was sic’ a bonnie place, 
wi her wuds and watters, and her brae sides covered wi’ heather, and her Roman 
camps, and auld castles, and Border keeps dotted aboot in a’ directions.” 

“Did ye hev’ ony fishin’, Jock ? ” 

“O, lots; only aw was there at the droughtiest time, when the watter was 
whiles as dry as a bane. In maist o’ the puils the fish were fair swarmin’, but 
awfu’ shy. A grand season was expecit, and aw noticed how thrang ye were 
speein’ wut wother and big floods ; but nane cam’—nane.”’ ' 

“That's a hang’d lee, Jock ; didn’t aw prophesy rain after the Langholm 
Commen Riding on the last week in July, and didn’t it come too, ye girnin’ 
auld image, and wasn’t there a big flood and heaps o’ fish got, ye donnert, dailt 
auld guff ? Dinna ye mind o’ that, ye second-hand, half wuttit gommerel ? Ye 
think to come roun’ me, dy’e, to get on my blin’ side, do ye now ?” 

“Guid sake, man, whist! Ye needna be sae camstairy ; ye’re just the auld 
man, aye on for a fratch. Aw’d forgotten aboot that wee bit flood ye speak on ; 
aw min’ now, the grun’ was just gaspin’ for watter, and the rain was soon sookit 
a’ up and folk a’ forgot aboot the flood.” 

“ Forgot aboot it! aye that’s what makes me sae hang’d mad, Jock. Aw’ve 
seen the day when at least yince a month, the Esk wad rin roarin’ doon to the 
Solway like a red, mad bull in a fit— 


How does the auld place look to you after sic’na lang 


‘Sweeping dams and brizs and mills a’ to the gate.’ 


There’s only been yin guid flood this simmer, aw ken that ; but whae arranged 
that, aw wunner, and o’ course it’s my faut there’s been nae mair. My faut! 
O yes, just as if ivery mill-dam, every stream, burn, beck, and mud puddle in a’ 
the country hadn’t been as dry a’ the simmer as the crater 0’ Mount Vesuvias. 
Did you catch ony fish ava, Jock ? Oot wi’ it, man, oot wi’ it.” 

“Did aw catch ony fish ? Of course aw did ; but aw hed to get alangside o’ the 
Butcher and Rainy afore aw could do ought. Foreign takle’s nae use in the 
Esk, sae aw steered awa’ to Gilnockie Tower, where the Butcher leeves. He’s 
now gamekeeper to the Duke, and he suin pat me a’ richt, and, with Rainy’s 
help at the watterside, a’d a gran’ time on’t.” 

“There ye showed ye’re sense, Jock. Strangers visitin’ the Hsk aye require 
advice. Ye ken, in my time, Rob Nichol, the auld heckler, and Sandy Graham, 
the Butcher’s father, were the champion fishers o’ a’ the watterside, The 
heckler thocht naebody cud thraw a line across the Knotty Holm stream but 
himsel’ ; but some o’ the young uns cud gie the auld haun’s a week’s stert, and 
catch up to them the first afternoon.” , ; 

“Quite richt, Mr. Gilnockie, quite richt. Mony a yin cam frae the English 
side to the Cross Keys, and just keekit into the Esk, and gaed off helter-skelter, 
some to Loch this and some to Loch that, and some went fishin’ in the sea. Aw 
niver heard tell o’ the sea dryin’ up, not in oor day. Wi’ the nets off the mooth o’ 
the river, and some o’ the auld-fashioned floods clottin’ aboot, what a season 
it wad ha’ been! There’s been a hantle o’ bad luck astir.” 

“A gran’ season! Yesay true, Jock; but what could ye expec’ wi’ Tarras, 
Wauchope, Rowanburn, Archerbeck, Glenzier, and a’ the other becks and sikes 
rairin’ and scraughin’ for watter? Aw steppit across the Esk aboon Canonbie 
Brig last July, and that hasna been duin for 50 year afore. Yin thing, a’ the 
Canonbie and Langholm fishers have duin weel. How’s that, Jock ; how's that, 
man, answer me that ?” 

‘““O, just ‘cause the natives ken the watter best ; but aw havna telt ye aboot 
the snatchin’ in the Wully Pool.” i | & 

“No, hang the snatchin’ ; aw dinna want to hear oucht aboot poachers.” - 

“Nor aboot the scenery, Mr. Gilnockie ?” 

‘‘ O, the scenery be jiggered! But gang on wi’ the scenery then ; ye’ll deave me 
to death wi’ ye’re clapper toungue.” ’ 

“Talk aboot lan’scapes, man! If aw cudonly pent! Buthere goes. Now, we'll 
just take our stand on the centre o' the Langholm Brig, wi’ our faces lookin’ up 
the Ewes water. There we catch sight o’ the Duke’s favourite castle peeping 
thro’ the foliage ; then to the left we have the muckle Kilngreen, studded wi’ 
clumps 0’ venerable auld trees, -Then a rustic piece o’ architecture in the shape 
o’ Ewes Brig, and in the vera centre o’ the picture the river Ewes, like a silver 
thread, runnin’ between its twa banks till it’s swallowed up by the clear windin’ 
Esk, A bit ayont, a group of sheap browsin’ on the sweet herbage, others lyin’ 
in the shade o’ an auld boozy fir, while some are chewin’ the cud under the face 
of a burnin’ sun ; thena little further up the Castle Holme, a number of young 
men engaged in the first of manly exercises, cricket, on a fine green, atween the 
auld castle and the Ewes watter, which was left to the youths of Langholm by 
the late Earl of Dalkeith, whose untimely end——. Hxcuse me, Mr. Gilnockie, 
but whenever aw mention that name a lump rises in my throat like to choke me. 
Those verses you wrote at the time were no that bad; they micht ha’ been 
waur, or aiblins a trifle better... Awl repeat the best lines if ye like :— 


‘Around the Scottish Borderland the garb of woe is spread, 
And loving hearts are torn in twain, for Lord Dalkeith is dead, 
A heaving wave of sorrow deep sweeps over every glen, 

And tears of burning grief flow from the eyes of bearded men, 
All our hills and vales re-écho the sad and mournful knell, 
And a solemn requiem’s wafted o’er mountain, moor, and fell, 
Oh, scion of a noble race, thy character sublime 
Will be thy brightest diadem upon the disc of time. 
= & i va 2 s 

His gallant deeds by field and flood emblazon forth his worth, 

Bowed down with grief, Lochiel comes from his stronghold in the North ; 

While humble mourners from all lands are gathered far and near, ~ 

And sorrow stands high sentinel around Lord Dalkeith’s bier,’ ” 


“Yes, the lines micht hey been better, Jock ; but a’d nae time, ye ken—nae 
time.” ‘ ‘ 

“O, aw ken, Mr. Gilnockie ; but to continue aboot the scenery. Just step 
across Langholm Brig, and there ye'll see Warbla Knowe wi’ his heavy brow 
brushin’ the horizon, and wanderin’ further doon the bonnie. Esk thro’ the 
glorious Dean Bank’s woods, till ye come to the Byre Burn, wi’. its rocks and 
wooded glens. O! man, the prospec’ was ower charmin’, faryower gran’ to last ; 
and a’ at yince auld ill-natured, gnarled Time, afore aw cud say knife, comes and 
whuspers in my lug, ‘ Jock, aw canna allow ye to contemplate this fair scene ony 
langer, ye'll hey to move on.’ Sae aw onto my shanks and scrambled and 
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eae thro’ Jock’s Hill wood on to the road, and doon to the Cross Keys in 
a jiffy.” 

Ye wad hae lots o’ cracks wi’ auld acquaintances, Jock.” 

‘Man, to tell ye the truth, aw kenn’d vera few, and the new folk didna ken 
me. Some o’ the places looked strange ; the auld schuil is dung doon, and anew 
yin biggit as big as the kirk. The vera trough, too, at Limycleuch has been 
duin something to, it disna look the same. There’s a new landlord at the Cross 
Keys, a canny body, wi’ a douce lady for a wife, and the Dead Nook Pool is 
makin’ up to the vera doorstep ; there’ll be nae Cross Keys vera soon. As for 
the folk, lots o’ young women and men a saw wadna be cleckit when aw left ; 
them aw couldna’ be expecit to ken, ony way. Then, boys and lasses rinnin’ 
aboot barefoot and bareleggit, say, ten or twol year auld when aw cam away, 
now men and women atween 30 and 40; them aw didna ken. ’Twas only the 
aulder yins aw knew.” 

: Nie did the Canonbie folk say aboot the fishin’ then, Jock ? Come to the 
s hs tks - 

“Just this streight, that ye war nae guid as a seer—ye werea fraud ; and they 
aye hed rain eneuch and big floods till ye put your neb in.” 

“Confound them | after aw’ve duin, too ! ” Say: 

“ Yes, and Lang Dick asked the minister to pray for rain in the kirk yin Sun- 
day, as it was a sin to let that body, Gilnockie, ¢2Il sae mony lees.” 

“Guid sake, Jock! Ony mair ?” 

“ Plenty ; but isn’t that eneuch ?’ 

“Weel now, Jock, look here : aw dinna care the price of a twopenny-half- 
penny-farthing candle what onybody says ; aw maintain that plenty o’ fish were 
got atween Langholm and Scotch Dyke, and that’s a’ the watter aw iver touched. 
Ony quantity o’ fish catched and snatched and otherwise. If there’s nae fish in 
the Border Esk, why a’ the precautions aboot preservin’ them ?—why the 
cleeks and sandbags in the watter ?—why the snatchin’ prosecutions and heavy 
fines ?—why the crood o’ watchers, the expensive tickets ?—and why the anxiety 
among strangers to visit the Esk during the fishing season? Can ye answer 
these wheen questions, you clot head ? The fac’, Jock, ye’re in deep watter ; awve 
gein ye ower muckle line, and ye’ve hung yoursel’, like some others ye’ve read me 
by the caird, and no atween the lines. Construed mea’ wrang; Jock. Ye'’re 
either fearfully obtuse or desperately cunnin’ ; if the latter, aw tell ye what, 
Jock, am ower auld a cat to be bamboozled into the lug wi’ a kittlin’.” 

GILNOCKIE. 





SOME NOTES ON THE TAVY. 


MANY readers of the FISHING GAZETTE have probably heard of 
the Tavy ; some of them may have seen it, while perhaps a few 
have had the pleasure of fishing in its waters. For those who have 
neither seen nor heard of it, I will add that the Tavy is a moderate- 
sized river (as rivers go in Devonshire) in the S.W. of that country. 
The Tavy rises on Dartmoor, at Tavy Cleave, and after a course of 
about twenty miles, during which it receives numerous brooks, and 


one river—the Walkham—nearly as large as itself, falls into the 
Tamar at Lopwell. 


_In the spring ard early summer months trout are fairly plentiful in the 
river, but they are very shy, and it requires a good deal of fishing to filla 
medium-sized creel. In the latter part of the summer and the beginning of the 
autumn, salmon-peal ascend the river from the tidal waters. The number of 
peal which go up the river varies with the state of water. During a wet 
season, when floods are numerous and the bed of the river is kept pretty full, 
peal go up in large numbers. ‘This year floods have béen few and far between, 
like angels’ visits, and the river has been generally so low and clear, that only a 
comparatively small number of peal have gone up to the spawning grounds. At 
all events, the takes have been far below the average. 

I happened to be staying in the neighbourhood of Tavistock in August and 
the early part of September, and I devoted some of my spare time, and the 
whole of my superfluous energy, to fishing the lower reaches of the river about 
Virtuous Lady Mine. During the bright, hot weather of August, fishing in the 
daytime was not altogether a successful pursuit; and the only part of the 
twenty-four hours when one could reasonably expect to catch fish was the hour 
after sunset. By the rules and regulations of the Tavy Fishing Association, all 
fishing between one hour after sunset and sunrise isstrictly forbidden. 

Some rainy weather in the beginning of September produced more or less of 
a flood in the river, and brought joy once more to the hearts of the fishermen 
of the district. I may remark here that during and after a flood the banks of the 
river are thronged by fishers of all sizes, ages, and conditions, capable of wield- 
ing a rod, who cast minnows of every size, colour, and shape into the turbid 
set - the expectation of deceiving and capturing some unsophisticated peal 
or trout. 

On Sunday, September 11th, there had been some heavy showers away up to 
the north of Tavistock, and on going down to the junction of tke waters (that is, 
where the Walkham joins the T'avy) I was somewhat surprised to see the Tavy 
going down in tolerable flood, while the Walkham was its normal summer level. 
Iwalked up the Tavy for about a quarter of a mile, and commenced to fish with 
tie Devon minnow in one of the pools. Isoon caught and landed a peal of 341b. 
weight. Then I went down the stream, fishing all the places which I thought 
might hold a fish on my way ; but I did not touch any more till I got to the 
rough water just above the Long Pool (the Long Pool is the second pool above 
the keeper’s cottage at Virtuous Lady). Here I struck a fish about 2lb. weight, 
but not being firmly hooked he broke me and escaped. I then tried the Long 
Pool, and very soon was into a big fish, whieh rushed first to one side of the 
pool and then to the other, finally settling down in mid-stream with a heavy, 
grinding, rasping strain on the line. 

A gentleman, who was sitting down on the bank of the river, towards the 
lower end of the pool, now came up on my shouting “Here’s a big fish on,” 
and got his gaff ready to do execution on the body of the unfortunate fish. 
My gut trace was fine, and had seen a good deal of service, so I could put no 
pressure on the fish, but was obliged to allow him the exercise of his own sweet 
will, After remaining still in the middle of the river, he made a vicious plunge 
to the opposite side, where the stream was the strongest, and broke away, 


leaving me, like our old friend, Lord Ullin, “sad, lamenting.” On winding up, . 


to see what was the nature and extent of the damage done to my tackle, I found 
that the gut trace and minnow, together with about six yards of my line, had 
been carried off by the fish. 

Naturally I concluded that the fish and I had parted company for ever and 
aye, so I sat down on the bank, filled and lighted my pipe, rigged up my line 
again, put on a fresh trace and minnow, and again commenced to fish the same 
pool, some three or four yards above the place where I had just lost the fish. 

At the second cast I was again into a fish, which made a furious rush to the 
head of the pool. I felt morally certain that if the fish were to get into the 


stickle above the pool I should lose him, so I applied a fair amount of pressure, 
which had the result of bringing the fish seven or eight yards down the stream, 
when he again turned, and remained stationary with his head up-stream. After 
the lapse of about ten minutes, during which time the fish made no 
movement, I thought it was getting somewhat monotonous, and I again 
put the pressure on in the hope of being able to take him down-stream. 
He yielded to my pressing invitation, and made tracks down the river, plunging 
and lashing about furiously from one side to the other. After about five 
minutes of this sort of thing, during which he had gone down-stream about 
thirty yards, his struggles became feebler, and I managed to bring him close to 
the bank, where he was cleverly gaffed (at the first attempt) by the afore- 
mentioned gentleman, who had been an interested spectator of the fight. 

Wonderful to relate, the fish thus caught was the identical fish that carried off 
part of my line, minnow, and trace, for, when he was brought to land, the gut 
trace of the first minnow had got entangled round the fish just above the fork of 
the tail, and the minnow and the broken line were still attached to the gut. 
More wonderful still to relate, the fish was foul-hooked with the second 
minnow in the fleshy part of the tail, and the hold was sufficiently firm to 
allow me to play and land the fish after about a quarter of an hour’s struggle. 

My impression is that the fish was fairly, but not firmly, hooked with the first 
minnow ; and that when he was caught by the tail with the hooks of the second 
minnow, he managed to get rid of the first minnow and flight from his mouth, 
but in the subsequent struggle for life he entangled himself in the gut and line. 

In speaking of the above fish I have used the masculine gender ; but, as a 
matter of fact, the “he” turned out to be a “she.” ‘Twas a fresh-run female 
peal, 91b. in weight, and perfect in colour, shape, and condition. 

Foul-hooking a fish is a common enough occurrence, both in fly and minnow- 
fishing. Last season a peal of 7}lb. was hooked foul and killed in the Tavy by 
a man fishing with minnow. This year a peal of nearly 9b. was foul-hooked 
with a fly and killed ; and another fish of 6lb. foul-hooked with minnow, in 
the same river. These instances have come to my knowledge, and doubtless 
there are scores of others that I know nothing of. 

Most fishers have a lively recollection of losing large fish, either by the break- 
ing of the hold or by the breaking of the tackle. But to lose a large fish, and to 
hook that fish again in the same pool shortly afterwards, and then to play and 
land it, is such a rare piece of good luck as falls to one’s lot only once in a life 
time. No one to whom I have related the adventure had heard or known of a 
similar one. 

I know that many people look upon a jish story as synonymous with a fishy 
story, and treat all such stories with the same degree of respect they treat sailors’ 
yarns and travellers’ tales. To such persons I have nothing to say. The facts 
are just as I have stated them, and can be corroborated in every particular by 
an independent and credible eye-witness. Wis 





TO ALL WHO KNEW MR. JAMES LARK. 


WE regret to say that Mr. lark, late secretary of the Yarmouth 
Angling Society, has not gold his specimens of fish which we men- 
tioned recently he was compelled to offer for sale. He has been 
unable to obtain work of any kind, and, at the present time, is 
in a state of semi-starvation, with his wife seriously ill, as will 
be seen from this letter which we have just received from Mr. 
Turnbull. We have sent Mr. Lark a sovereign for present necessi- 
ties, and shall be glad to receive any contributions for him, however 
small; or they can be sent direct to him to 30, Guildford-road, 
Greenwich :— Boar 
7 95, Withergreen-lane, Lewisham, Noy. 2. 

Dear Str,—Cannot something be done to assist Lark, the Yarmouth angler? I 
have just seen him ; through your “Note” a week ago I found him out. He has 
not sold his fish, &c. I saw your note to him, not making any charge to him ; 
but I found him in a state of semi-starvation, with his wife seriously ill. My 
feelings would not let me make him any offer for his cherished specimens and 
prizes. I could scarcely recognise his aged appearance, as I had not seen him 
since I was with him at Nottingham at an anglers’ rights meeting. The object 
I have in writing you on the matter, seeing by a note of yours to him that you 
sympathise with him, is this. Why cannot some of us send him, say, 
1s. each, and help him out of the position into which he has fallen? He 
surely is worthy of it ; he worked hard for the angling cause. We must admit, 
then, he is entitled to our sympathy. I shall be pleased to act with 
anyone, or even by myself, on his behalf, if the attention can only be called of 
many who will remember him as the jolly secretary at Yarmouth. I shall be in 
London at the above address for another week at least, and, as I say, would co- 
operate in any way for poor old Lark’s benefit.—Faithfuliy yours, 

Mr. Marston, FIsHInG GAZETTE. THOMAS TURNBULL. 





RICHMOND. PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Tue weekly meeting in the club-room of this society at the Greyhound 
Hotel, Richmond, on Wednesday week, was made special to consider once more 
the desirability of increasing the annual subscription from half a guinea to one 
guinea, as on previous occasions the promoters have failed to obtain that result. 
Mr. M, H. Blamey occupied the chair, and Mr. H. Dickinson the vice-chair. 
There was a good attendance, including Messrs. Henri Brett, G. F. Griffiths, 
W. H. Nichols, G. H. Wright, J. H. Gaunt, Harry Davis, Perkins, E. V. Powell, 
H. Clifford Taman, W. H. Brougham, &c., &c. 

The chairman opened the discussion by pointing out the advantages that 
would accrue to the club from an increased subscription, such as free smoking 
concerts, competition prizes from the funds of the society, and altogether 
enabling the club to meet all the necessary expenses ; concluding with proposing 
the increase of the subscription. e 

Mr. H. Clifford Taman, in seconding the proposition, made a carefully 
tabulated statement of the society's expenses during the last few years, which 
clearly proved the present subscription was not able to cover the liabilities, and 
to carry on the club in its integrity it was necessary to increase it. : 

Several of the members spoke, all coinciding in the views of the chairman ; 
and having given those present the opportunity of expressing their opinions, 
there was no dissentient voice, and the resolution was unanimously passed with 
considerable applause. ; ; 

Mr. Blamey has occasion to be congratulated on so satisfactory a result ; 
indeed, there appeared no alternative_if the members were desirous of maintain- 
ing the eminent position the club had acquired in having taken the lead in the 
promotion of many important matters in relation to the common interest of 
anglers and angling generally. 
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THe Roach (Leuciscus rutilus). 


THE DACE (Leuciscus vulgaris). 


“THE FRESHWATER FISHES OF EUROPE.”® 


WE heartily welcome a new and cheaper edition of Professor 
Seeley’s most valuable work on “ The Freshwater Fishes of Europe.” 
Now that the price has been reduced to 7s. 6d. it is placed within 
the reach of all angling clubs, and we should imagine of most 
anglers. This handsome volume, with four hundred and forty-four 
pages, each nearly as large as a page of the “F.G.” once folded, 
contains no less than two hundred and fourteen illustrations of fish, 
or of parts of fish. These representations of fish are, with very few 
exceptions, extremely good, and have evidently been drawn from 
actual specimens, and. not, as is too often the case in books of this 
kind, copied from other works, thus often perpetuating errors. 

As examples of its value asa work of reference, by the courtesy 
of the publishers we are able to give our readers some specimens of 
its illustrations, which we have selected because they show clearly 
those distinctions in some of our commonest fish which every angler 
should know, but which a very large number do not. 

Take, for instance, a roach, which, from some cause or other, is 
more like a rudd in colour and shape than a true roach, and nine or 
ten out of a dozen anglers would probably say it was a rudd; buta 
glance at the accompanying illustrations will show that in the rudd 
the back fin does not occupy the same position with regard to the 
belly fins a3 it does in the roach. A perpendicular line drawn from 
the first spine or ray in the back fin of the roach touches the last 
Spine or ray of the belly fins, while in the rudd a line so drawn 
touches a point considerably behind the position of the belly fins. 
This distinguishing mark is, of course, not the only one; but it is 
the easiest to remember, and is far safer to rely on than colour and 
outline, which are sometimes very deceptive. 

Teeth of the Rudd.—We remember, not long since, creating some 
surprise by referring, in the presence of two very expert roach 
anglers, to the teeth of aroach. Both had caught many thousands 
of these fish, but were evidently under the impression that teeth in 





* “The Freshwater Fishes of Europe” By Prof. H. G. Seeiny, F.RS., F.ZS., 
F.LS., &c. 444 pages, with 214 illustrations, Royal 8vo, cloth ; price 7s,6d, London 
and New York: Cassell and Co., Ld, 
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THROAT TRETH OF THE CHUB. 


aroach were like the proverbial snakes in Iceland—not there. All 
members of the great Carp family, from the giant Mahseer of Asia, 
whose throat teeth can smash a spoon bait or powerful triangle hook, 
to the pretty bleak or tiny minnow, have teeth ; but they are in the 
throat, and being intended for crushing food rather than for cutting 
it, are overlooked, unless the fish is cut open and they are looked | 
for. If you push your finger well down the throat of a good carp, 
or chub, or tench, just caught, you will probably feel a good strong 
bite. We remember well on one occasion pulling a finger from 
the throat of a tench much more quickly than it was put in, the 
sensation being like that produced when the finger is pressed between 
a broad-nosed pair of pliers. 

The illustration of the teeth of a rudd may be taken as giving a 
general resemblance of those in carp, roach, chub, bream, barbel, 
&e. We say general resemblance, because there are such marked 
differences in detail that a naturalist may say at once, if he has 
studied them, what fish different sets of teeth belong to. By the 
way, we are surprised to see that Professor Seeley says the rudd 
does not grow so large as the roach; surely he means the direct 
contrary. 

As in the case of rudd and roach so with dace and chub, espe- 
cially when in the yearling or two-year-old stage, many anglers 
have been puzzled at times to say whether a chub-like dace was 
a dace, or a dace-like chub was a chub. If you have the two fish 
before you the difference is apparent; but we remember, some 
years ago, when present at one of the interesting weekly meetings 
of the Piscatorial Society, some fish were shown which puzzled 
many of those present to say if they were dace or chub ; indeed, 
so very chub-like were some of the fish that there was good ground 
for the doubt. They had been caught some time, colour had faded, 
and shape been distorted from packing; but, as in the case of 
rudd and roach, there is one external difference which at once 
distinguishes the species, and one easily remembered. 

It will be seen that the general appearance of these fish is very 
Similar, all but the ventral fin, which, in the chub, is concave, in 
the dace convex; in the chub it is curved outwards, in the dace 
curved inwards. 
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1. Sonning Weirand Pool. (Caught 181b. | 10, Ditch, “lay-bye.” 


and 15lb. pike here.—A. G. J.) 11, Caught 21lb. pike here.—A. G. J. 
2, Sonning Lock. | 12. Large reed flam, eddy, and ‘“‘lay-bye.” 
3. Fine pike water. | 13. Upper deeps—barbel swim. 
4, Sonning Church, 14, Long eyot and eddy—pike and perch 
5, Sonning Mill. hole. . 
6. French Horn Inn (Wm. Hull, land- | 15, Chub hole and swim. 

lord). 16. “ Patrick stream.” 
7. Hull’s backwater and barbel-hole. 17. Channel to Eel bucks — pike 
8. Sonning Bridge. “spinning” water. 
9, White Hart Inn, 





Of course, a great many of our readers will say, ‘‘We know all 
this already”; but we hope they will remember that a great 
many do not know it, more particularly our younger readers. 

Want of space prevents our going more into detail respecting the 
deeply interesting contents of this book. Suffice it to say that 
every class of angler will find in it information, accurate and com- 
plete, about the fish they are most interested in. There is an index 
to common names, an index to specific names, and a full general 
index. Professor Seeley’s name is a guarantee for careful and 
_ exact work, and we can only finish, as we began, by most warmly 
recommending “The Freshwater Fishes of Europe” to all anglers 
who like to know something about the fish they catch or read of. 





PIeK RING oP Re OEP T 8? 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 
By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 260.) 


IN continuation of the Sonning water and its choice fishing places, 
I again refer my readers to the map. 

Below No. 15 on the opposite bank—7.e., Oxfordshire side—is a 
row of dwarf thorn-bushes overhanging a quiet back-eddy, where 
large carp have from time to time been caught, notably a brace 
weighing over 16lb., one warm autumn evening, by the before- 
mentioned Mr. Woodmass. Here the current strikes obliquely across 
the river towards No. 16—the ‘Patrick Stream” part supplying 
that effluent ; while the bulk of water flows down the “Eel-buck ” 
channel and round the islands—No. 18—into the main or navigable 
portion of the Thames. 

The “ Patrick Stream ” for about a mile takes a meandering course through 
meadows, alternating in “‘ deeps” and rapid shallows, ultimately dropping—near 
Burrow Farm—into the 

“Loddon slow, with verdant alders crowned,” 

The rights of fishing these streams—two small sections excepted—are avail- 
able to subscribing members jointly of the Reading and Henley Fishing 
Associations, and to those only who pay an extra fee of 10s. 6d. for the season. 
There are many holes and eddies, the usual haunts of pike and perch ; also 
several deep “‘scours,” the resort of large barbel. 

When punting down this stream early one autumn morning with Hull, we 
surprised an otter with a barbel it had just captured and eaten part of the back. 
We took the fish home and weighed it, and what remained was close on 9b. 
Just about “‘ Burrow Ditch,” and lower on where “Patrick Stream” joins the 
Loddon, was the best water. However, I have not fished there lately, and it 
may have altered ; but there used to be, a few years since, most excellent fishing 
all the way down this river to its emboucher below Shiplake Lock, 

A little to the left of No, 16—the entrance to “Patrick Stream ”—is deep 
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18. Excellent perch water. 27, Shiplake Church and Quarry. 
19, Eel-bucks, backwater. 33, Phillimore Island, Tine perch-fish- 
20, Capital pike water. ing from the towpath. 
21. Caught pike 20lb. here.—A. G, J. 29, “Cut” to Burrow farm, private 
22. Chub hole. water, Fine pike here in main 
23. Lower deeps—barbel swim. river, 


Burrow Farm. 

Shiplake Weirs. 

Shiplake Lock, Mill, and Pool. 
River Loddon, 


24, Eddy—pike water. 30. 
25. Bridge and ditch. 31. 
26. Shiplake deeps. Fine fishing all | 32. 

about here, 33. 





water, extending some distance out from the bank, and a strong eddy is forme 
by the “set” of the current, which to fish properly the punt should be moored 
in mid-stream and the place “ paternostered,” or “ live-baited snap,” if clear of 
weeds. From here, past No. 17, and on to the Eel-bucks is capital “spinning- 
water ” when weeds have rotted and disappeared. I have known many a large 
fish hereabouts, that has “ bitten gimp” for the last time ; and a fine 15-pounder 
to be taken “spinning,” by my old friend and fishing-companion, Tom Reilly. 

Among the islands—No. 18—are several channels, where, in a flood, numerous 
perch and an occasional pike draw in for rest from the stress of water in the 
main stream. When “perching” here a few winters ago, Mr. Hull, of the 
French Horn, caught a fine 171b. pike. But a far less desirable capture was 
made here by Dr. Lewin and a visitor to Hull’s, who hooked and landed the 
corpse of a suicide, who, three weeks previously, had thrown himself into the 
river at Reading. The doctor and his friend placed this “queer fish” in the 
stern of their boat ; and while rowing home to Sonning, observed some fine fat 
eels wriggling about the “britten boards,” which, after being put for a few 
days in the well of a punt to “scour,” the eels, subsequently “stewed,” were 
pronounced most excellent eating— 


‘“ Hels a many 
Ive ate; but any 
So good ne’er tasted before!” 


At No. 19 is a “back-water close to the “eel bucks,” where I have caught nice 
fish, and on one occasion a 10lb. pike. The best way to fish it is to drop the 
punt quietly down the “camp sheathing,” and cast the bait over the bushes, under 
which there is quite 6ft. of water. This does not appear to be practicable from 
the map—there is, however, a slight error in the drawing—and the “ Bucks 
backwater ” can be easily negotiated in the way recommended. 

Between here and the next island is a large growth of reeds and sedges ; out- 
side of them is a steady stream, which generally holds a nice, sizeable pike, and 
the best position to fish is from No. 20. 

All along the islands below, on the Berkshire side, the channel is almost choked 
un with sedges, leaving scarcely room for a punt to pass ; but two carp pools 
in the midst of them are well worth “baiting” and fishing. There is a fair 
depth of water, mostly fishable, alongside these islands, in the main stream ; and 
at No. 21 is an eddy, generally the home of a large fish, as I proved to be the 
case one day, by catching a 20-pounder here, which ran out my line half-way 
down to the next island, giving capital sport before I landed it. 

From this part of the river the angler gets a view of Shiplake Quarry, clothed 
with a rich growth of oaks and elms, contrasting admirably with the silvery 
grey of the osiers and withies in the meadows at its base ; while Shiplake 
Church, peeping through the darker foliage of the walnut trees on the summit 
of the hill, commands from its porch a splendid panorama of the Thames Valley 
stretching away into the distance towards Ieading. 

Down the right-hand bank from No, 21 is a considerable bed of rushes, the 
water of moderate depth, flowing gently past, and fishable most of the way to 
No. 22, where there is a hole under a large bush, a fine place for perch. Beyond 
this the water shallows somewhat until reaching No. 24 at the end of the island, 
where the confluence of the streams, forms another large eddy ; in fact, this may 
be considered the commencement of Shiplake Deeps, Just below here the river 
widens. From opposite the ditch, No. 25, down to Phillimore Island, is from 
1d5ft, to 18ft, of water, and all this expanse of river being very fine pike-fishing, 
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if the fish are at all “on the feed,” there is plenty here to occupy an angler 
for a long day. : 

‘As the deepest part of the Shiplake water exceeds the length of the rod, it is 
rather difficult to throw out the bait when “ float-fishing snap,” and the best 
plan is to use a “ Traveller ”—i.c,, a float with the wing-bone of either a turkey 
or goose inserted in it, through which the line passes ; a small piece of elastic 
band fixed in the line by a “half-hitch” loop, regulates the depth by resting on, 
but not passing through, the bone. The elastic easily slips through the large 
rings of the rod, and as you wind up or pull in the line, the float slides down 
until it reaches the lead-sinker ; and on again casting, the lead and bait draw 
the line down through the float, until the piece of elastic band rests on the bone. 
By this method any depth of water can be fished. 

In this section of the river, one frosty day, three friends and myself had a 
splendid catch of pike. We got afloat in two punts about nine o’clock, and re- 
turned as the evening was closing in with 26 pike, weighing 156lb. The four 
largest fish were 20lb., 17}lb., 151b., and 12}1b. They were all spread out on 
the lawn at the French Horn Inn, and made a fine display. Mine were put ina 
sack with damp straw, and, on reaching home, I found the two largest were 
alive ; so they were placed in a water tank, where they lived for some consider- 
able time. If carefully packed in wet straw, pike and perch may be conveyed 
alive for long distances in cold weather. 

Sometimes in winter the wind is so keen that it freezes the line, which 
sticks in the rings, as they also get filled with ice, thus causing delay and 
annoyance to the angler. To remedy this, I place a small lump of cotton wool 
in the top and bottom rings, which I now and then anoint with castor oil. The 
line, passing through, gets lubricated, and does not stick. This “dodge” is 
worth remembering. 

On the left-hand side of “Phillimore Island”—at 28—is a noted perch 
swim. Itis capital water from the ditch—25—all along the tow-path, and 
many large takes and fine specimens of these fish have been secured here. On 
the right—i.c., Berkshire side, especially at the entrance to ‘‘ Burrow-Cut ” (or 
“Ditch,” as it is locally called), and at—29—the “tail” of the island, are 
splendid eddies, which seldom fail to reward the careful angler. The fishing is 
fairly good as far as the weir at 31 ; and in the pool, pike are sometimes taken, 
also fine trout occasionally in the season. 

Shiplake Mill “ tail” is noted asa fine ‘‘ barbel swim,” and there is excellent 
chub-fishing from here to the railway viaduct, which crosses the river a short 
distance below Shiplake Lock. 

(To be continued.) 








“BOLLS ta eo Wane 


A CROWDED meeting of contributors to the FISHING GAZETTE took 
place at the Boiled Cod Hotel a few evenings ago for the purpose 
of protesting against the wicked and insinuating verses which 
appeared in last week’s issue under the above heading. Mr. Salmon, 
who was unanimously cslled to the chair, on rising to address the 
vast assembly, requested each speaker to be brief. Brevity was the 
sole of wit. (Hear, hear.) Every one present knew the objects and. 
importance of the meeting, and to avoid “beating about the bush ” 
was an imperative necessity,” as “time was on the wing.” 

“I know,” said the fluent Chairman, “‘ that some of us are inclined to be long- 
winded, and occasionally certain individuals have inadvertently spun the line 
right off the reel a Jeetle too far ; but this was the exception, not the rule by 
any means. I never fall into such errors myself now, although I used to at one 
time, when I didn’t know any better ; therefore, I beseech you, gentlemen, 
whatever you have to say, be brief. ‘ Boil it down,’ gentlemen ; ‘boil it down.’ 
Of course, there are some subjects you cannot boil down ; for instance, Mr. 
Pritt’s story about the poor old farmer who had beendead seven weeks, andafter 
being salted and turned over once or twice, was still as sweet as a posy. No one 
would think of boiling him down—I mean curtailing such a good story.” 

Mr. Bill-Nockie : “ Hear, hear! That was a gran’ tale, Mr. Chairman, Aw 
couldna’ hae written that mysel’.” 

The Chairman; “Gentlemen, I'll not detain you long, but I wish before I sit 
down to warn you against the rocks ahead. Editors all work on the boiling- 
down system. ‘Cut it down’, said a certain editor to me in my struggling days, 
and when I ventured to remonstrate, tremblingly reminding him I had already 
eliminated two thousand lines, he threw me down three flights of steps and banged 
the door to. Years flew by, and in course of time I became an editor myself, aud 
as I took possession of the capacious arm chair in the snuggery, a quarter of a 
century’s heart-breaking care and suffering slid from my shoulders. No more 
amendments or rejections need trouble me now ; but I'll make it warm for the 
contributors, and I immediately set to work and drew up an elaborate code of 
torture for the purpose of raising or sitting on their spirits, as the humour took 
me. Ihad my office removed to the top of a steep stair, and, deaf to all 
appeals, I always seized my refractory contributors by the scruff of the neck and 
threw them down the first flight. I——” 

Mr. Bog-Trotter : “ But, Mr. Chairman, do you call this boiling it down ?” 

Mr. Burn-Trout : “ Yes! come to the point, Mr. Chairman ; it strikes me 
you are the biggest offender of the lot, and but for your interminable yarns 
boiling it down would never have been thought of or mentioned.” 

At this point Mr. Bill-Nockie had ordered in a jorum of hot punch for the 
bias company, and after wetting his own whistle addressed the assembly as 

ollows : 

“Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, some years ago I was contributing a 
series of articles to a Northern journal. I was new at the game then ; 
and thought a tidy heap of myself. The Editor of the paper jin question con- 
sidered himself anything but small potatoes, and was perpetually ‘‘ touching up ” 
my copy. This sent me clean mad, and, finally, I resolved to pay a hurried visit 
to the North and remonstrate with the great man for even presuming to examine 
my copy before giving it to the printer. 

“T never made that journey. My eye lighted on the annexed touching story, 
and Iremained at home. The harrowing narrative run thus: ‘A certain fussy 
contributor to a leading journal feeling himself aggrieved at being continually 
“cut down” by his chief, resolved to remonstrate. With the intention of 
haying himself righted, he boldly entered the Editor’s sanctum, armed with 
a big stick. What took place inside will never be known; but the Editor 
was seen to leave the office with a smile on his face, and the bystanders 
heard him tell the office-boy to sort the remains of the contributor and the 
office furniture into two heaps, and send for a carpenter to do up the place.’’ 
Now, gentlemen, after that, who’s going to ‘Bell the Cat?’” It is said the 
meeting broke up in disorder, and without arriving at any decisive conclusion on 
the subject of “boiling it down.” . “ate sek 
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THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


THE annual meeting of the members of this Society was held in the 
club-room of the Piscatorial Society, Mona Hotel, Henrietta-street, 
Covent Garden, on Tuesday afternoon last. Mr, Thomas Spreckley, 
who had intended to be present, was detained in the Isle of Wight 
by the hurricane and storm that came on just at the time he was 
ready to start, and in his absence Mr. M. H. Blamey was voted into 
the chair. The annual report, which was read by the secretary (Mr. 
W. H. Brougham), was considered of a very interesting character, 
touching upon a variety of subjects connected with the work of the 
Society, and a special reference to the death of the late Mr. Francis 
Francis, concluding with an earnest appeal to anglers, angling clubs, 
residents on the banks of the Thames, and the general public for a 
more honest, hearty, and unselfish support as a thorough and com- 
plete appreciation of what is being done and has been done during 
the last ten years to make the Thames for angling purposes the best 
general fishery in this country. The report was ordered to be printed 
and circulated. Some alterations were made in Rule 6, which will 
appear in the “ Blue Book” now in the press. In the reconstruction 
of the committee, there were two additional members elected in the 
room of two gentlemen who had left the neighbourhood, one being 
Mr. Montague Davenport, of Twickenham, and the other Mr. R. F, 
Lines, of Kensington. The auditors, Mr. W. D. Lewis and Mr. F. J. T. 
Moore (chartered accountant), were re-elected, with a vote of thanks 
for their past services. A vote of thanks was also accorded to 
Mr. W. T. Cosier for his gratuitous services in connection with the 
work of the Society. A resolution was unanimously carried ex- 
pressing regret at the unavoidable absence of Mr. Thomas Spreckley, 
and with the earnest hope that his health would continue to improve, 
so as to enable him to come amongst them again in conducting the 
operations of the Society. A hearty vote of thanks was given to the 
chairman, and the meeting terminated. 








COMMENTS ON SOME RECENT NOVELTIES IN THE 
FISHING WAY. 


MALLOCH’S REEL. 
I CONSIDER this reel a triumph of mechanical art. It requires, 
however, some practice and much skill to use properly. For pike- 
fishing, where wading is necessary—a very rare occurrence—it would 
be invaluable. For trout, some extra weight on the minnow is 
required to carry out the line. 





THE “BAYONET” GAFF., 
THIS is the best gaffin shape, temper, and point I have ever used. 
It is as sharp literally as a needle, and would pierce the hide of an 
alligator. Its only drawback is that, being three-cornered (hence 
its name), it makes an “unco big hole in a fish’s wame.” 
GEORGE ROOPER. 








“BARKER’S DELIGHT.” 


EVERY angler ought to lay upa store of old angling books for con- 
sumption on long winter evenings—not so much with a view to get 
practical information, though it is surprising how very little we know 
about the art which our angling forefathers did not know; but for 
the very interesting pictures they give of angling in the “good old 
times.” 

“ Barker’s Delight ” is one of the rarest, and by no means one of the least 
curious of old angling books. The First Edition was published in 1651, two 
years before Walton’s “ Compleat Angler” appeared, and there is no doubt 
Walton got many useful hints from Barker—indeed, he acknowledges that his 
directions for fly-fishing ‘‘ are such as are given by Mr. Thomas Barker, a gentle- 
man that hath spent much time in fishing; but I shall do it with a little 
variation.” 

The first edition of Barker's little book was sold by Oliver Fletcher, 
near the Seven Stars, at the west end of St. Paul’s. The invaluable 
Bibliotheca Piscatoria mentions a reprint of this edition by Burn in 
1820. The “second edition much enlarged” was printed for 
Humphrey Moseley, and sold at the Princes Armes in St. Paul’s 
Churchyard, 1659. This edition was also reprinted by Burn in 1820, 
and by Bryant in 1826. Even these reprints have become scarce and 
costly, being priced at from 20s. to 30s. in second-hand catalogues. 

It is nearly half a century since any reprint of “‘ Barker’s Delight ” 
appeared, and now we are indebted to a member of the Gresham 
Angling Society, Mr. C. 8. Bentley, for avery pretty edition, almost 
a literal transcript of the second edition. “ With the exception,” says 
Mr. Bentley in an introductory note, “ of trifling alterations of letters, 
this re-issue is word for word an exact copy of the original—one of 
the scarcest works in the English language.” In asking our 
acceptance of a copy, Mr. Bentley says this edition is not forsale, and 
only 100 copies have been printed, by Messrs. Darling and Son, 
of 31, Eastcheap. The vellum binding, rough edge hand-made paper, 
clear, tasteful, and varied print make this little reprint one to be 
prized. 





Pastor: Thomas, don’t you think your parents would feel very sore if they knew 
you were fishing on the Sabbath? Thomas: Yes, sir; but not half so sore as I'd 
feel if they found it out. 

PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—W hat is more comforting in cold and damp weather than “ Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficial to the weak and aged than this wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men? What do sportsmen and travellers fiad more sustaining than a 
flask of this unrivalled liqueur and for whom a stronger quality (“ Sportsman’s’’) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations, Observe our bra nded corks and capsules, Sold by Wine Merchants, and by Thomas 
Grant and Sons, Maidstone, and 46, Gresham-street, B,C, Makers of the delicious Morella Marmalade 
Sold by Grocers, ? sla : Arata eB, 
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WITH reference to the little poem, “ Boil it- Down,” which we published last 
week, a contributor (who, knows how to spin out a two-line item into half a 
column) says: ‘“*‘ Boil it Down’? Yes, it is very good ; but isn’t it rather 


personal? It is a most wicked composition, and hits the nail much too clean 
on the head.” 


2 ae at 2 


The stringency of our game and fish laws has long been a grievance with cer- 
tain classes of the community, who quite overlook the fact that but for these 
very laws both fish and game would be so scarce as to be hardly worth the going 
after. We have no sympathy with the narrow-minded landowner who looks 
upon a half-starved labourer who takes a rabbit or a few roach for his hunger- 
ing progeny as a criminal of the lowest type; but we do believe that. the im- 
portance of a close observance of the regulations respecting fence months and 
sizeable fish cannot be over-estimated. If there are among our readers any who 
have given vent to a grumble at having to return a seven-inch perch to the 
Thames, or at being restrained from pike-fishing in May, it may be some con- 
solation to them to learn that in one of the most enlightened countries of the 
world, whose senators have had the adyantage of examining a dozen or more 
systems of game preservation before making a plan of their own—a country, 
moreover, which boasts of the freedom of its citizens—game and fishery laws 
exist which are certainly not less stringent than our own, 

at at at 

At the risk of stopping the emigration of members of the unemployed to New 
York, we do not hesitate to make it known that in that State no Sunday fishing 
and shooting is allowed, and they call it ‘the Land of the Free”! 

& 2 & : 2 


The above startling fact is contained in a work on “ The Game Laws of New 
York State,” kindly sent us by Mr. A. N. Cheney. In New York State almost 
every kind of fish worth protecting appears to have its close season, which, in 
most instances, is judiciously varied for the different districts. With a few 
exceptions, the netting of trout is absolutely prohibited in all public waters. 
To catch, sell, or have in possession a black bass of less weight than half a 
pound, or less length than eight inches, is illegal, offenders being liable to a 
penalty of ten dollars for each fish, besides being guilty of a misdemeanour 
which may be punished by imprisonment. Nets are prohibited in waters in- 
habited by black bass, except by permission of the Fishery. Commissioners, 

* * * * 


_ Even in what would be termed in England private fisheries netting for trout 
is not allowed, and the only waters in which any other mode of capture than 
with rod and line is permitted are Lake Ontario, the Niagara river, and ponds 
and streams fed wholly by artificial sources or by springs existing upon the same 
farm or tract belonging to the owner or proprietor thereof ; or waters brought 
by pipes or channels other than natural into artificial ponds or reservoirs. In 
England a curmudgeon may rent a stretch of one of our finest trout streams 
and net it unmercifully, to the distraction of the fishery owners above and 
below him. The law lays hold of such fellows in America. 

The above extracts are sufficient to show that the fish destroyer does not have 
it quite all his own way in New York State—at least, not if the law is-inforced. 
Feathered and furry game is not less protected. For instance, no person may 
kill more than three deer in one year ; moose may not be killed at all; hares 
and rabbits may not be hunted with ferrets except in orchards and nurseries, and 
forests adjoining them ; wild ducks may not be shot at night, nor killed with 
any weapon except a shoulder gun. The killing of several song-birds is alto- 
gether prohibited ; but English sparrows are not protected, and giving food or 
shelter to the same is a misdemeanour ! 

% @ % 3 @ 

The recent heavy rains have caused the Thames to lose that crystal clearness 
which endured for so many months, to the despair of most anglers. Perch 
have been feeding, and afew jack have been caught. Here and there some 
good takes of roach haye been made; but the fish are rendered sickly by the 
decaying weeds, and until there comes a push of water, the river can hardly be 
said to be in good all-round angling condition. 

2 % % S 

While the water remains coloured, perch-fishers should bear in mind the 
advisability of fishing close to the bottom, and, when paternostering, should fix 
the link on the bottom hook to the loop on which is slung the lead. Another 
fact worth remembering is that all fish seek shallower swims when the water is 
coloured, the reason, no doubt, being that in the deeps it is too dark for them 
to see their food. 

nee. = a oe at oe . 

Two thousand men are now engaged in making sewage works-at the main 
outfall of the London Northern Sewage System near Barking Creek. . £406,000 
is being spent in making precipitating tanks and other works. The contractors 
are under bond to finish by July next. The system to be adopted is a simple 
one, The sewage is to run into thirteen precipitating tanks, will remain there 
for two hours, when the effluent water will be run off into the Thames. The 
sludge will then go into other tanks to settle for ten hours. The settled solids, 
still containing ninety per cent. of moisture, will then be passed through pipes, 
loaded into ships, and carried out to sea ; but this sludge may become a market- 
able commodity. 

& ° % ° ° 

Scarborough people complain greatly of the salmon poaching which goes on 
in the district. Not long ago there was a conviction for salmon poaching in 
Sealby Beck ; but poaching is still carried on in open daylight. On Sunday, 
between.cleven and twelve, a splendid fish was taken out of a pool below Newby 
Mills and carried along the high road to Scarborough without any attempt at 
concealment. 

® 3 Ey % 

Angling round Paris is not good. Some gamins, anxious for more exciting 
and profitable sport than that afforded by the gudgeons of the Seine, recently 
triel the effect of casting their judiciously-baited hooks over a wall into a 
neighbour's garden where chickens were kept. They fished by touch alone, 
floats being obviously impossible. After a few chickens had been hooked, 
played, and hauled over the wall, a sergent de ville put in an appearance, and 
these ingenious but immoral boys now languish in prison. 

* * * 


On Saturday last a yacht, owned by the proprietor of the Cutter Hotel, Wey- 
mouth, set sail for a night's trawling. ‘There were twelve persons on board. 
Owing to the gale the yacht went to moorings in Portland Roads, but broke 
from them, and was wrecked against the breakwater, Ten of the persons, 
jnoluding the owner, were drowned, : 

* > 


A large number of trouj have heen found dead in a braych of the York- 
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shire Esk, poisoned. The stream is on the property of Capt. Hill, at Gothland. 

At first there.were suspicions of foul play; but it is not unlikely that it will 

be proved to have been done by an “accidental” inflow of creosote from the 

railway adjacent. 
& % % = % 

Dr. Brunton and Mr. Malloch ought to be pleased with the unsolicited recom- 
mendations of their inventions which we publish this week, given, after prac- 
tical experience of them, by that veteran angler, Mr. George Rooper, author of 
“Thames and Tweed,” “ Flood, Field, and Forest,” &c. : 








SPORT UNDER DIFFICULTIES—A WET WEEK. 
By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 
(Continued from p. 209.) 


J. and I were down by the riverside by six o’clock the next 
(Monday) morning. The day had opened fine, and we greatly 
enjoyed the sweet, fresh air as we walked through the pastures to 
our fishing ground. The fish were not doing much, however, and 
we returned to breakfast at nine o’clock, with only a brace and a 
half of trout. I did pick up some 3lb. of beautiful mushrooms, so 
our early rising was not altogether thrown away. 

Breakfast over, we lit our pipes, shouldered our rods and impedimenta, and 
set off again up the river in the direction of Burnsall, but had not proceeded 
far when the rain commenced once more, and from then until six in the evening 
there was no cessation in the downpour. We stuck to our guns manfully, and 
were duly rewarded, for both with fly and worm we experienced excellent sport. 
I won't deny the fact that the hospitable doors of the Red Lion tempted us to 
make a somewhat prolonged stay in the sanded kitchen, where we sat conversing 
with Host Thompson on angling topics generally, meantime comforting the 
inner man with “awee drapee” of Scotch; but at length I pulled myself 
together, and after some little difficulty induced my companion in misfortune 
to do likewise (for he seemed very comfortable where he was), sallied forth 
again into the rain and mist, and recommenced our fishing. We took stream 
and stream about as we retraced our steps homewards, and I cannot say that 
either of us were sorry when our hostelry loomed in sight. I had a good 
waterproof coat, andwas perfectly dry until the rain soaked through my hat and 
commenced trickling gently down the nape of my neck, then I felt I could really 
stand itno longer ; and I sawa covert gleam of satisfaction overspread J.’s 
countenance when I intimated that I thought dinner would be ready, and 
that we would go home. As on the Saturday, the fish came very “ short,” and 
although I turned out 17 fine trout and grayling, I feel certain that I must 
have hooked and lost double the number. 

Tuesday, our last day, was fine throughout, with the exception of a passing 
shower or two, which, after our previous experiences, we regarded as nothing. 
We drove up to Linton Mill, which is the top limit of the club’s water, and 
took opposite sides of the river. Upon the flats the fish were rising nicely, 
and we very soon commenced to basket both trout and grayling, but principally 
the former ; the dark Spanish Needle was the favourite fly, Snipe Blower and 
Water-hen Bloa coming next. The fine day following upon so many wet ones 
had tempted several local anglers to. the river’s bank, and most of them had 
experienced good sport. 

It was Jim’s first visit to Upper Wharfedale, and he could hardly find words to 
express his admiration for the beauty of the scenery—and little wonder. A 
well-known man of letters once entitled it ““A Modern Arcadia,” and a more 
fitting title could not well be found. Through the bottom of the valley flows 
the Wharfe, at low water pure and clear as crystal. It alternates in rocky 
streams, shelving, gravelly pools, and gliding or eddying flats, the very picture 
of a trout and grayling water. It abounds with both—in fact, on the water to 
which I allude, nothing else is found in it excepting eels, and even these are, in 
flavour and appearance, not to be compared in the same day with the yellow, 
muddy-flavoured denizens of lake or pond. A dish of stewed Wharfe eels isa 
thing to be remembered—truly ‘“‘a dish fit to set before a king.” 

The banks are thickly wooded, and in the autumn the tints of the foliage are 
simply glorious—golden, russet, crimson, with a scattering of the vivid green 
left from the radiant summer months, and yet untouched by the cold breath of 
the first frosty nights. The banks are a mixture of lichen-clad rocks, tangled 
brushwood, ferns, mossy slopes, and shingly gravel reaches, and above all tower 
the lofty hills—little removed from mountains—crowned with purple heather 
and golden gorse. 

The next morning (Wednesday) business compelled me to reach Leeds by an 
early train, so I left my companion to return home at his leisure, and was 
driven to Ikley by Mr. Chapman at an early hour. As a change, we took the 
carriage-road through the far-famed Bolton Woods, passing Barden Tower, the 
foaming strid where the Boy of Egremont met his fate in days gone by, the 
grey monastic pile of Bolton, and the picturesque village of Addingham. 

The New Inn at Appletreewick, and its genial landlord, claim a word or two 
in conclusion. For some years this hotel has gained rather a bad repute, owing 
to its guests having been treated on a decidedly ‘“‘rough and ready” principle ; 
now it will vie in comfort and excellence of cuisine with any hostelrie to be 
found even in a large town. I never was treated better wherever I have stayed, 
either on business or pleasure, and I can only say that no angler bent on his 
favourite pursuit, need hesitate one moment to take his female relatives to the 
New Inn, as he will find it literally “a home from home.” In addition to this 
advantage, they will find plenty of scope for either sketching, painting, photo- 
graphy, or botanising ; but I should advise them to bring with them a few 
novels, or a supply of that mysterious ‘‘ fancy work” in which the female mind 
finds such solace, in case they may experience ‘a wet week,” such as I have 
endeavoured to describe in the foregoing article. 

Ivy Cottage, Pool, Leeds. 


—————— 


é THe Norta-Hast Coast FISHERIES,—AIl along the north-east coast the deep 
sea-fishing industry has been practically at a standstill. The weather has been of 
a boisterous character, rendering it extremely dangerous for boats to leave the 
various harbours, Hence the quantity of fish landed at the various seaport markets 
has been comparatively small, which has resulted in an advance of prices, though 
not to the extent that might have been expected. There are a large number of 
smacks and yawls now in Whitby harbour waiting for a favourable opportunity to 
engage the “ off-ground ” fishery, though it must be said that when they start they 
do so under discouraging circumstances, for the reason that most of them have had 
an unprofitable season.—J. J. J, 

THOMAS AND SONS’ FLY-FISHING JACERET, with gusset sleeves, plenty of good pockets for 
fly-books ; will not work up round the neok in “casting.” Made in their waterproof tweeds, or real 

arris homespun, is all that an angler can desire, For patterns and instructions for self-measurement 
tend to THOMAS AND SONS, Sporting and Military Tailors, 48, South Molton-stroat, W. 
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FOSTER’S 
NEW FLY BOOK I 

FOSTER'S ANGLERS FRIEND” 
TACKLE LIBERATOR 
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With Silk Waterprcof 

Price12s 6d. Fitted with } Dozen each Cord. 

of 48 kiods of Flies for whole Season, 1 Frice ls. 9d. (subject to 
39s. 6d. ‘subject to Liscount). Discount). 

Asa PIONEER ENTERPRISRA, with the objecti of adding to the ever-growing number of Fishermen who habitually use our Specialities, we—in order to at 
once place REFINED AND IMPROVED REQUISITES of every description in the hands of all who wish to use such—we, for short a period, give ANNUALLY 
A HEAVY DISCOUNT on all purchoses (whether WHOLESALE OR RETAIL) FOR TWENTY-ONE DAYS, commencing October 29th, and ending 
November 19th. WE SHALL DEDUCT A DISCOUNT OF 15 PER CENT, (ie, 3s. in the Pound) off both WHOLESALE and BETAIL INVOICES. 

White for Catalogues—largest issued in Great Britain—‘Retail), 120 pages and over 200 Illustrations, 3 stamps. Wholesale (to Irade only), 2 stamps. 







Dee rnlty SPRING FITTING 
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AT ROO END 





‘Price from 128. 6d. Subject to discount. 


Trangparent Tearl Bait, 2s. 1d. Pike and Salmor, 3s. and 
3s 64. (subjec’ to discount). 

















GLOW WORM, LUMINOUS FLOAT 
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Fcr Night or Day Fishing. 18 andls 3d. Price ts.£d. Subje.tt2dis o2nt. 


Bubject to discount. 
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Outside Pillar or Eared Reels, from 11s. 6d. (sub. to disent.). 





D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.6, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST "['H) A the World Produces 


AT 3., A POUND. 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at ls. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 


Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 

63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C. ; 35, STRAND near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE 

GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.%., LONDON. 
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East LonpoNn RusBerR C2 
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#3 (Reastereive 


‘WATERPROOF. 


WARRANTED. 
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Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
Hon, W. E. Gladstone, and 
many other prominent person- 
ages in this Country and 


Europe. 
ie 
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SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO, 


PRs : ° 
Angling Reminiscences, -.®.2k0Reeirets 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”’—FRANCIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BRANCIS FRANCIS. BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 33. 6d, Can be had post LEADED GR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP NG 


free by seuding stamps to WHILE CASTING. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In_ ordering, please to specify tag 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, | D&SQUeDEietor: ay regmyed “W. Bo on thespiguce. ‘Trout Sige, 25. 6d, eack, 
ST, DUNSTAN'S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, B.C. WM, BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABFBRDEEN, 
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CHAS. FARLOW ®& CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 





IMPROVED PIKE SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reveis2 Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S “DESIDERATUM.” FISHING BASKET. 


Regd. No. 25,692. 
FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE:DRIER. 
Regd. No. 38,511. 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET 
Very light. 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 - ” Putney. 
A $ erat rear 
if arnes, 
Add 55 Pe Kew. 
75 5 Richmond, 
80 - Twickenham, 
85 is Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON DRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, November 5 6 Se 4.11 Pe 306 4,27 
Sunday, ” 6 Ay nad 4,44 aaa ac 5.2 
Monday, . 7 ove a 5.23 a3 50 5.47 
Tuesday, 3 8 oes ne 6.12 aac see 6.40 
Wednesday, 3 9 a aes 7.12 “Be At 7.47 
Thursday, - 10 eee ses 8.26 ves eee 9.9 
Friday, toe it tie 3 9.52 jap eee = 10,25 


RS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Hetter-lane, Londen, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

With the exception of the tidal waters there has been very little angling in the 
other portion of the river, and the weather has not only been unsettled, but a gale 
has been blowing, altogether sufficient to account for the absence of anglers and the 
barrenness of sport. ‘There has not been the amount of angling at Richmond and 
Twickenham as in the previous week, but there is any quantity of fish. The nets- 
men above the Isleworth Church Ferry have been doing absolutely nothing for the 
last two or three weeks, and as the netting is their livelihood, they are much tobe 
pitied. The absence of fish in that part of the river is accounted for through the 
character of the water, and the mud being stirred up by the tides has driven the 
fish higher up, and the impression is all the fish are in a mass between Richmond 
and the head of the tide. Then, again, very few flounders have been caught, and 
be at no account, The water in the tideway is slightly discoloured, and is on 

e rise. 





ANGLING RESULTS, 

RicHMoND.—C. Brown, in two days, 201b. of roach and dace ; Job Brain, jun., in 
pi ik 15lb., Henry Howard, in two days, 22lb.; and Henry Mansel, in three 

ays, : 

TWICKENHAM.—S, Cole, in one and a half days, 201b. of roach and three jack ; 
George Coxen, in three days, 36lb. of roach and dace ; R, Coxen, in one and a half 
days, 19lb. ; J. Dobbin, in two anda half days, 46lb. ; Pert Hammerton, in three days, 
48lb. ; John Frost, in four days, 56lb. ; R. Moffatt, in one and a half days, thirteen 
dozen and one bream ; H. Spiers, in three days, 1201b.; John Spong, in five days, 
107lb. ; and I’. Wiggins, in two days, 30lb. o 

TEDDINGTON.—W. McBride, in one and a half days, twelye dozen of dace. 

KINGSTON.—There are no reports from the fishermen. A gentleman, in a 
private boat, in two days, three dozen of roach and dace anda few gudgeon ; and 
saute gentleman, in the same time, six dozen of fine roach and dace and five dozen 
of gudgeon, 

Scrsiron.—A gentleman fishing from a priyaie boat, in ong day, got fwo jack, 
one weighing 61b, and the other 3}lb, BES HGH) 22 OBE PAY, Gr WO 180 


Hampton Court,—William Milbourne, in ons day, two jack, one weighing 6$lb. 
and the other 3lb. 

Sunpury.—Edward Clarke, in two days, ten brace of perch, two jack, and four 
dozen of roach and dace. The punts of Messrs, T. and A. Stroud have not been out all 
the week. Two jack have been caught at the Weir. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in one day, a brace of jack, 

Penton Hoox.—A gentleman, fishing from the bank, got two jack, one barbel, 
and nine roach, 





UPPER THAMES. 


The rain, which for the past few days has fallen heavily all up the Thames 
Valley, is at last putting a much-needed push and colour into the river, and will, as 
a consequence, render angling all round enjoyable and remunerative. I have just 
returned from a peep at old Father Thames near Aston, and found him rapidly 
mending his hitherto sluggish ways, and shall deem it mean of him if he does not 
keep on “mending ”—as the river-side phrase is—his late unpiscatorial manners, 
The decayed weeds are being swept away in islands, and the lawn’s leaves (not 
Bishop’s) are being rapidly carried to that bourne from whence no leaves ever 
return; so I fondly anticipate by next week anglers will have high jinks of it, and 
“ Marlow Buzz” will be able to sling a little more ink than of late. Fishing during 
the past month or more has in Thames been a “lost chord”; so much so, indeed, 
that I began to fancy that I heard-the “sound of the great Amen” to river angling. 
Thursday night.—River steadily rising and getting into that “dandy grey russet 
colour” so beloved by roachists. It is raining hard as I write, and that it may con- 
ee sf me to rain over us” is the earnest piscatorial wish of—MARLow Buzz, 

ov, 3rd, 


Thames (Goring). 


The water is now in good order for roach-fishing. Prospects’good ; water a little 


thick,—JoHN Rusu. 
Thames (Monkey Island). 


Very little to report or scarcely anything. This has been the worst season I have 
known for fishing since I have been here (over-20 years). There have been a few 
barbel taken—nothing worth speaking off. Jack are beginning to move, Two 
gentlemen staying at my hotel last week got one very handsome jack of about 
10lb. ; hooked another in the same place, and played him some time ; but he got off 
the hook, being a single hook on a paternoster, and, no doubt, the weeds were the 
cause of losing him. This fish was judged from 14lb. to 161b. He was very plainly 
seen, being close to the punt several times, Roach are beginning to bite, and I have 
no doubt, with these heavy rains, the water will soon get into better condition for 
all-round fishing. There are plenty of jack; but, on account of the low water, 
they have stuck in the rushes and weeds, But now, with this fresh water, they 
ought to begin to move.—R, PLUMMER, SEN. 


Thames (Sonning). 

It is some time since I sent a report to your paper; but I hope to be able to 
shortly, of some good takes of fish, for I find there are still a few good jack, for I 
hear of several like my friend, Mr. Jardine used to take at those places he mentions 
and points out on the map. He would be very much surprised to find a great 
many have got shallow, and other places got deep. Another thing : when he was on 
the warpath, he used to be up soon after it got light, and many a night I have been 
coming up from Shiplake when you could not see one another, when I was towing. 
The present’ ones don’t go out much before 10 o’clock, and about 4 p.m. they come 
home ; they don’t stick to it as he used to. I was at Pangbourne ; they have been 
taking some good roach. One angler got 91b., nine of them went 7lb. Water 
coming down very thick ; but only from Reading, as above I hear it is quite clear, 
The weeds are all very slimy and jack are getting out, so there ought to be some 
taken this week.—W. H. 

Thames (Windsor). 

There is not the slightest improvement in the state of the water, which is still just 
as bright as before these recent heavy downpours, and a great quantity of rain must 
fall before the river is in anything like good order for all-round angling. The only 
fish worth trying now are jack, a few of which have been had, the best basket being 
three on the 28th ult. by Mr, H. Manning, of Windsor ; they were 3lb., 3}1b., and 
831b. Slight colour in water this (Thursday) morning, and very heavy rains last night, 
so expect by the 6th inst. will be fishable-—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, 


Ancholme (Caistor). 

The water is now beautifully clear, and in the most excellent condition for pike- 
fishing. Few, however, foilow this kind of sport, being perhaps too slow work. 
The vast majority of anglers confine themselves to the smaller sorts of fish. Not 
many anglers have been out during the past week, but those who have braved the 
elements have been fairly rewarded with roach and dace, some of the specimens 
being very fine fish. A few pike have also been taken. The few trout brooks we 
have stand little or no chance of being stocked, owing to the abomination of sheep- 
washing and dipping. Asa rule, no care is taken to prevent the vile poison from 
getting into the becks, Only this week Dr. Bowstead tells me he saw some sheep- 
dipping going on in a beck, which has had at one time or other above £50 worth of 
fish put in, and not the least precaution was used to prevent the dripping running 
into the water. As the composition is the deadliest poison, the fish will probably 
be all killed below the scene of operations. It would be a good thing if the 
offenders were made to take a small dose of the solution themselyes.—THOMAS 


FORD. 
Chichester. 

The long-wished-for rain has fallen heavily the past few days, accompanied by 
severe gales. The canal at Chichester is more discoloured than Ihave seen it for 
some time, and sport at a standstill. With the exception of a few small bream and 
roach, nothing has been recorded, A pike of 6%lb. from the upper reaches of the 
Ouse, with a couple of dozen fair-sized roach, is the largest record that has reached 
me—in fact, the weather is too treacherous to venture far from home. A week’s 
continuous rain would greatly benefit the streams and rivers, and not until then may 
we expect to realise remunerative baskets. Weather this Thursday evening showery ; 
wind south-west.—-GEORGE F, SALTER, 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

We have had a colour on and a high water since our last report. We can hear of 
very few fishermen being out, however ; such as have been out cannot fail to have 
met with fair sport. The river had, at the latter end of last, and opening of this 
week, risen above a foot, and though it fined down quickly, we had a nice colour on 
for several days. We hear of herons being plentiful in several parts of this neigh- 
pourhood ; no one appears to care to shoot them. The water-keepers either have no 
guns or licenses, or are no shots ; and as they are seldom, if ever, seen by others, 
the death of a heron is an occurrence that seems to happen about once in half a 
dozen seasons, <A capital way to take birds of any size, of all kinds and varieties, 
is to bait a hook that has been previously lashed or whipped to a length of strong, 
soft, silk line, with a piece of fish or flesh. In the case of the heron, a living min-~ 
now, gudgeon, or small fish of any kind attainable, if hooked through the lip or 
dorsal fin, and left in shallow water, it seldom fails to fetch the most subtle of old 
veterans.—FOsTER Bros., Ashbourne. 


Derwent (Ambergate). 

Rain has fallen very heavily at intervals since Sunday, and the Derwent has 
risen about 18in. and is still slowly rising. The ground is now getting well saturated, 
and there is at last hope of the extra height being maintained at least for some days, 
and also every appearance of the grayling season winding up well. A few baskets 
of dace and roach have been made between Ambergate and Whatstandwell by the 
bottom-fishers with maggots, the weather having keen teo stormy to admit of suc 
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cessful fly-fishing. Rain is still falling at the time of writing, and, with the baro- 
meter very low indeed, promisesa good fresh AMBER DUN, Noy. 3. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

The rain has come at last, and the fear now is that we shall get too much of it. 
Dry weather till the end of the season would ensure fair sport. On Thursday, the 
27th ult., Mr. T. Cotterall killed a fish of 201b. On the 28th, R. Bone one 261b. ; T. 
Beck, one 16lb.; Mr. H. L. Hough and Mr. Maude each one at Crosby; R. Bone, T. 
Beck, and P. Ellwood, each one below Carlisle, 261b., 161b., and 17lb, respectively. 
The river was more or less in flood on Saturday and Sunday. On Monday, R. 
Ellwood hada17lb, fish. On the 2nd inst. Mr. Graham landed a small fish ; D, 
Ainslie one, 21lb,; Colonel Belgrave one, 21lb.; R. Ellwood one, P. Bone one, and 
T, Bone two. The majority of the above were killed in the Angling Association 
water. The river is now in heavy flood, and will not be in order till Saturday.— 


SILVER-GREY,. 
Esk (Yorkshire). 

The salmon season on this river ended on the 1st Nov. in the midst of a howling 
storm of wind, rain, and tree leaves. The past fortnight’s fishing has been much 
spoiled by the large quantity of snow-water; although the river kept up pretty 
well, and there is a grand stock of fish, they were very dour, as the Scotch say, and 
hard to move. A fair number of fish have been killed, especially with fly, which 
has done better than for some years. On the 29th Oct., Brockett, sen., killed a 13lb. 
salmon. On the 31st ult., Captain Dinsdale and Mr. Briggs, two each ; Mrs. Keighly, 
Mr. Calvert, Whitby, Barker, Egton, Bridge, and some others one each. At Gros- 
mont, Mr, R. Hay and Captain Lawton had two each ; other anglers one each. Large 
numbers of fish have been illegally killed at certain places ; but there are signs that 
the Board of Conservators are awake to their powers and duties, For one man to 
Lill twenty or thirty fish a day several times in a season, and other anglers to be 
expected to keep the law, and not foul-hook fish (accidentally done on purpose), is 
an unfair arrangement, and a sort of thing not to be allowed by any board of con- 
servators who wish to be such in reality —-NORTH-HAST., 


; : Esk (Cumberland). 

Fair sport has been enjoyed below Longtown, On Saturday Mr. Ferguson, Long- 
town Siation, caught three salmon, 171b., 7lb., and 6lb., at the Box. Mr, Walton, 
on the same day, landed two fish, 27lb. and 14lb., at the Box. On Tuesday, Mr. 
Smith caught a fish of about 18lb. at Lynefoot, On Wednesday, the Rev. J. Phelps, 
Houghton, had a grilse of about 5lb.; and on Saturday, Mr. Wilkie killed a fish 
10lb, Yesterday morning Mr. Ferguson landed a salmon 193lb, The river is now 


in flood. 
; Idle (Notts). 

Anglers will be glad to learn that, after all, flounders have not deserted the Idle. 
Usually they have made their appearance during the heat of the season ; but this 
year during all the hot weather they were sought for in vain, and the only explana- 
tion that could reasonably be offered was that the water was too low and too stale 
for them. This is probably the reason, for no sooner than that the water has got 
into decent condition they make their appearance. Last week and this some good 
bags of them were made, and local anglers have enjoyed the sport. Unfortunately, 
weather this week has been against angling generally ; but if it only becomes 
settled again, yet more business will be done and of a good quality.—L., Nov. 3. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—The stormy weather during the past week has prevented the fisher- 
men from regular fishing. At intervals, during a lull, many of the boats went to 
sea, and had fair catches of herrings and a few hake; the most taken in one haul 
was 2,000 herrings. The fishermen anticipate some good fishing when the weather 
moderates. There has been very little sport with rod and line, Weather very stormy ; 


wind, N.E.—E., Comer. 
: Lea (Tottenham). 

November is showing itself in its true colours, howling wind and heavy rain being 
the order of theday. However unpalatable this may be to theangler, itis just what 
the river required, and, in fact, much more rain will have to fall before we get the 
much needed push of water.. Few anglers have cared to face the weather. Mr. 
Wilmot took a dozen roach on Friday evening. One jack up to the standard and a 
few good roach have been taken by Mr. Dodd. With the fly a few dace have been 
taken by Messrs. Breeden and Bennett, the first named also capturing a jack of 
41b, Mr. A. Dee took to-day (Thursday) three jack, two of them a little over 2lb, 
each, and one 2lb, 140z,_HACKLES RED. 


Lea (Rye House). 
The water is in capital order now. The heavy rains have made it in good fishing 
condition, and there have been a few nice fish taken from the Rye House water by 
the Stone Bridge—perch with minnows and jack with dace——Wm. CowELL, 


‘ Lake District. 

Thursday night.—We have now had abundance of rain, and the rivers and lakes 
have almost got back to their normal conditions. Prior to the coming of the rain, 
Windermere had not had its margin so low for twenty years past. With the spates 
in the rivers fish are now running splendidly, and on Monday, the closing day of 
the season, “cockups ”” were on in plenty, and fish were rising well. On the Kent 
the following takes of trout and sea-fish were had during the last day or two of 
the season :—Messrs. J. Whitehead and F, Grayson, two each; Mr, W. Head, two 
fish and 101lb, ; Mr. T. Macgowan, ten fish and 53lb.; Mr, J. Curwen, nine fish and 
44lb.; Mr. O. Bleaze, ten fish and 731b.; Mr. H. Beadle, twelve fish and 451b.; and 
Mr. R, Garnett, 33lb. It is somewhatunfortunate that the rain came so late, as the 
fish are now in the lower reaches of the river in thousands. Fish in Windermere 
are greatly on the increase, and both trout and char are now running. It is some- 
what remarkable that the trout invariably take one of the tributary streams into 
Windermere, the char the other— HPHEMERZ. 


. ] Leicester, 

Rain, which a short time back was so badly needed, has been forthcoming in large 
quantities this week. The weather has been very boisterous lately, and the effect 
of the downpour has-been to colour the waters to a great extent. The canal and 
brook at Aylestone and Leicester are now up to their usual height. Fishing, as may 
easily be imagined, has been greatly interfered with, and only the most enthusiastic 
of the followers of the art have ventured to the side of our rivers and streams. On 
Wednesday and Thursday there was a slight increase in the attendance 
at the Leicester Angling Society’s preserves, and the chief mediums of 
sport were roach, perch, and jack, Messrs. Rylott and Ryde, who were landing some 
very large roach on Wednesday, had a brace weighing 2lb. 100z. A few fair-sized 
jack have been taken this week from the West-end waters. Owing to the unpleasant 
weather, anglers have confined their efforts to the home resorts, consequently fish- 
ing at the district waters has been almost a blank.—ALERT. 


Lune. 

The weather changed on Thursday last ; we had it very stormy, and heavy rain. 
This has brought the river out several times, Every day and night since Friday 
last, immense numbers of salmon have been running. At Skerton and Halton 
weirs, they have been seen going over continually. The estuary has for some time 
past been reported as full of salmon, and this seems to have been true, for as soon 
as the water was big enough, great numbers of fish showed themselves going over 
the weirs. Now, the upper waters will get stocked, and those anglers who have had 
the courage and fortitude to take out licenses (only few comparatively have been so 
bold) may yet have some good sport which will amply compensate them, and see a 
brilliant close to a dismal season. Very little has been done during the past week, 
owing to the rough weather. Howarth, of Hornby, haditwo salmon,jone on, Thursday, 
a small one, and one of 15lb, ‘on Saturday. To-day (Wednesday) the river isin 
splendid ply, and there has been good sport. Mr. ER. Holmes, Arkholme, two salmon, 
211b. and 1d5lb. ; Mr, BH. A. Clough, Arkholme, one salmon, 14lb, ; Mz, Fisher Hornby, 
byyo, 151b, and 12lb, ; Mr. Howorth Hornby, one, 8lb,—-BLuun AND SUYER, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both these streams have been improved by the late rain, but are coloured. 
Fishing in them has been dull; in fact there has been nothing to write about.— 
GWYNNE. 

Medway (Tonbridge): 

The rains have made the water about the consistency of pea-soup, and there will 

be no fishing possible for a week.—YE MepwAy WATER Rat, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The rain which has fallen during the week has greatly improved the condition of 
the water, and there isa greater prospect than there has been for a considerable 
time. I was on the river to-day (Thursday), and I found the water in very good 
condition, I have not heard of any good fish being taken this week; but a few 
small ones have been taken the last two or three days,.The stormy weather has 
prevented some from turning out. Iam in hopes sport will be good now, for there 
is a good chance ; prospects good.—H. Rout. ~ 

Reservoir (Elstree). 

Not much to report this week, as the weather has been rough, and we have hadsome 
very heavy rain these last few days, which has raised the water a little; but it is- 
very thick to-day (Thursday). On the 3lst there were some nice jack taken, one 
weighing 73lb., taken by De Reboul,—G, CHESHER, waterman. = 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

This district during the last week has been visited by heavy rains and boisterous 
gales, especially on Tuesday morning, when considerable damage was done to 
property. The rain has raised the river and brooks considerably, and rendered 
angling an impossibility. On Thursday and Friday last Mr. A. Williams took a 
dozen rouch, averaging from } to 4lb., with paste, between Meole and Sutton, in the 
Rea Brook; and Mr. T. Bromley, on the Friday, also managed to land three good 
roach ; but excepting these I have not heard of anything being taken excepting a few 
eels,—PISCATOR. ’ : HATS 

Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 

The storms that have passed over this county and up the country have at last 
altered the state of the river. Large quantities of eel are descending, and Iam 
pleased that our local water-bailiff has seen many good salmon moving up to the 
spawning beds. Just before the rain some fine grayling were landed. Mr. James 
Russell weighed in, at the St. John’s Amateurs’ Club, three brace that weighed near 
5lb.; Mr, Deakin, of Malvern, caught a few fine fish, and many others; Mr, 
Williams landed two and a half brace. The Pale Blue, Willow, and Red:Tag are the 
favourites. My name having been brought up in connection with Mr. Lacroix’s 
presentation, I beg to say that whatever they may say about me will not. prevent 
me going on for the interest of angling, and doing all I can to prevent the whole- 
sale destruction of fish by the use of small-meshed nets,. Having reported for. the 
FIsHinG GAZETTE for more than ten years without contradiction, 1 am not going 
to notice it now.—J. A, GRIFFIN. : 

Trent (Nottingham)... ander! 

The past has been a boisterous week for anglers, and on Thursday a very dirty- 
coloured water was flowing down the river. Before the change pike and chub’ 
fishermen were busy in most of the recognised reaches within twenty miles of 
Nottingham ; and at Farndon Mr. J. Bell, of the Leg of Mutton Inn, Millstone-lane, 
succeeded, in less than five hours, in killing, with pullock’s pith and brains, upwards 
of 601b, of splendid chub. The angler, in all, accounted for twenty-five fish, and on 
arriving at his hostelry, he was warmly congratulated upon his wonderful success, 
On the same day, in the King’s Mills length, Mr. T. Wood, lessee, whilst chub fishing, 
hooked and landed, after a very severe fight, a salmon weighing 9{lb., in addition to 
three chub of 113lb.; and here it might be stated that Mr. Wood this past summer 
has taken, besides twenty-three salmon, one hundred and forty-eight barbel, ninety- 
six chub, and some scores of roach and dace. The heaviest salmon reported as having 
been caught with rod and line during the season just closed fell to the skill of Mr. 
J. Tyson, of Derby. It weighed 26{lb., and was killed in Sir Francis Burdetts’ 
preserves, near Formack.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Trent (Gainsborough and District). 

My remarks as to the netting of the river Idle need not have made Mr. Foljambe’s 
keepers fearful of their reputations, which your correspondent “L,” says they have 
done, that part of the river to which I allude being out of their jurisdiction. I 
am sorry it is so, because I feel sure they would quickly put a stop to doubtful fish- 
ing. I have my information from a few indignant natives, as well as the name of 
the transgressor, which I withhold, as I don’t think he will offend again, A few 
rodsters were out on the 29th and 30th ult, and these accounted for some nice 
flounders, I often meet persons with great strings of these fish, some very fine ones, 
which they tell me are bought from the eel-netters at from 3d. to 6d. a string. We 
have good tides again, and eels are running up the river in great quantities, afford- 
ing ample employment to the beam-nets. Pike-fishing has been followed with in- 
different success, the few fish taken being small, I tried Mr. Humphries’ new 
“ Lightning Spinner” on Monday, and found it all that could be desired.” It spins 
admirably, does not kink the line, and will, if I mistake not, speedily become a 
fayourite—FRANK THORPE, Nov. 3. t ; 

Teme (Ludlow). |. © é 

The water is now coloured, and has risen. Fly-fishing is very dull, and will be for 
some time, until the water clears. Little has been done with the, bottom-fishing. 
Some good eels have been caught. The Ledwyche, Clun, and Corve are all coloured ; 
no fishing in them,-—S, LuDLow, eet SS eee PMN 
Teme (Tenbury). 

The water is very low; fising in this district very quiet, The Rea, Kyre, and 
Ledwyche are all thick and full of leaves. The flies that ought to kill are the 
Whirling Blue, Willows, and Tag Tail (crimson and orange).— WORCESTER, . 

Wharfe (Yorkshire). fe fo 

Last Saturday there was a nice fresh down this river ; but somehow grayling did 
not appear in the humour to feed, The trout took worm rayenously ; I put back at 
least a dozen good fish. Mr. Pritt had a good dish of 22 fine grayling last week 
from a private length of the Yore; these were taken with worm, | Mr. Georgs 
Hellawell also had 13 good fish, taken with fly below Arthington,—Francis M. 


WALBRAN. 
Witham. 25 

The comparative openness of the autumn acts asa tantalising inducement to lure 
anglers to still undertake roach fishing in this destrict ; but, though it is often fine 
enough for those on the spot to go out and enjoy themselves, it too often happens 
that those from a distance are disappointed, Roach-fishing 1s practically over, and 
anglers should turn wholly and solely towards pike, both onthe Witham, the Fors- 
dyke, and the drains. The big fish are not yet moving about, but there are plenty 
of very decent fish to be caught, and the stormy weather of the last few days will 
tend to improve matters as soon as things settle down. There are believed to be 
weighty fish to be met with all the way from Stamp End Locks to Boston ; but those 
in the water above and in the Forsdyke are but small, Above Dogdyke is a 
favourite swim for many visitors, and a good number of fish have been captured, 
but nothing yet of any size, Several decent baskets have been made during the last 
few days, but nothing of any account that I hear of, Last week anglers were rather 
unfortunate. The same remarks apply to the main drains as well.—L., Noy. 3. 


Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

Since my last report, the cold winds have completely spoiled fishing in these 
vivers, A'few anglers have heen out, but have met with indifferent success. ‘The 
rain we have had during the last few days has caused both rivers to rise congidere 
ably; . With a falling barometer, the outlook for the next few days. is not very 


hright,—DOTTEREL, 
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99 Pe E0 -'»-Yore (Hawes). . } } 
lam glad to report that grayling-angling may now be indulged in, as the water is 
in good condition, and is likely to remain so for some time. Mr. James Hesseltine 
and I had a day out on Saturday last; I took half-a-dozen very nice fish, the best 
going a pound. I could hardly tell when I had a touch, owing to the choppy state 
of the water ; I hooked a lot of fish only slightly. Mr. H, took thirteen. We confined 
ourselves to about 150 yards of water. The bait was the common garden worm, 
well scoured in moss for the last three weeks. ‘ Sproats” had four nice fish, and I 
hear he has had a lot every day this week. Worm and maggot are the killing baits 
at present. I had a letter from Mr. Walbran telling me he intends to pay us a visit 
shortly ; let us hope the water will be in trim for him, as he is most unfortunate in 
this respect: Anglers cannot use too fine tackle ; I put down my small catch on 
Saturday last partly to using gut too thick for the job. Mr, Hesseltine used a black 
hair stinting and the Pennell tackle (two hooks),—J. Corry, 





SCOTCH NOTES, 





Due,—This year the autumn salmon-angling in this fine river has given many a 
one a great disappointment. Never, on the whole, has there been such a dearth of 
sport, and seldom, if ever, have fish been so scarce. Not one single beat of the river 
has yielded up to its ayerage for the back-end; and it was notable that the fish 
generally were of smaller size than is usual in autumn. The heaviest scaled 47, 35, 
and '32lb. ; but, instead of as formerly averaging from 18 to 211b, the mass of those 
caught did not exceed 16lb. Grilse, delayed in getting up river at the proper time 
in ‘consequence of the droughts, were caught in more than proportionate number, 
and this brought down the average weight ina great measure, The season closed 
on Monday, and yesterday there was a great run of fish up the river. It is the 
fervent wish of all Dee anglers never to again experience such a disappointing 
autumn fishing as that which has just ended, We hear of one or two good beats 
being in the market for the spring angling. 

THE DEE (KINCARDINE O’NEIL.)—On the whole, the season now closed has been 
the poorest experienced for the past dozen years at least. On the Huntly Arms 
water, on Saturday, Colonel Telford landed asalmon of 38lb, Mr. William Lamond, 
on the Norton water, had two of 13lb. and 6lb., and a sea trout ; while John Harper, 
on the Desswood water, landed one scaling 241b. ; and Mr. Willlam E. Nicol, one of 
8lb. on the Ballogie water ; and Andrew M‘Dougall, keeper, one of 13lb. on the 
Borrowstone water, Yesterday, on the Borrowstone water, Mr. J. OC. Wordie killed 
two of 201b, and 191b,; Mr. W. G. Campbell two of 234]b. and 8lb.; and Andrew 
M‘Dougall, keeper, one of 15lb. On the Norton water Mr. W. Lamond landed one 
of 151b. ; and Charles Gill, keeper, one of 16lb. on the Carlogie ; and Major-General 
Macintyre two of 21lb. and 18lb, on the Ballcgie water. 

DrvyHRON.—The rod-fishing on the river Deveron closed on Monday, the 31st ult. 
During the early part of the season fairly good sport was obtained, and several 
splendid fish were killed. Here, as also on the majority of northern rivers and 
streams during the summer months, angling had almost to be given up for a time 
owing to the clearness and shallowness of the river, Since the copious rain, which 
came in the end of September, splendid sport has been got, particularly during the 
closing months. As many as five or six salmon have been landed per day to one rod 
on the Forglen, Muiresk, Laithers, and Carnousie portions of the Deveron. The 
daily average was from two to four fish per rod. The salmon have averaged from 
6lb, to 101b, each, a few from 141b. to 201b., and a small number up to 30lb. The 
trout-fishing has lately been very successful, and some excellent baskets were got 
daily. Several of the trout were from 2lb. to 41b, in weight. Had it not been for 
the run of luck in the end, the season would, on the whole, have been one of the 
worst for many years past.—ANGLER. 

DEVERON.—For a while in September, and again before the season closed, a 
number of the reaches of this excellent river yielded capital salmon angling. One 
rod had six fish one day. A 35-pounder is the heaviest we have heard of being 
caught, There was a great abundance of small fish, from 7lb, to 12lb. As yet, 
disease does not seem 40 have shown much. 

Don.—In the reaches of this river from five miles inland seaward a tremendous 
lot of fish have been killed during the past three weeks. The privileged rods on the 
Cruives water have been hauling out their prey in great style. In the place where 
the fish bite best inthis part of the river there is said to be a huge fish still in the 
water, and with no fewer than seven or eight grapples in his hide. Mr. Murray, 
jun., had 32 fish for one week ; and Mr. Muirhead Aitken 76 for October, on Brown’s 
Grandholm water, let at £20 per rod for the season, and limited to six rods for the 
34 miles, In all conscience, plenty of fish have been “ ruggit oot” this year in the 
waters below the principal dyke obstructions; but the proprietors, or those who 
have rented reaches higher up, have quite a different tale to tell. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Sport has been very good here during the past week. Heavy 
rains have raised the rivers, and salmon are plentiful. The floods have enabled the 
fish to run to the upper reaches, and anglers are certain to be busy till the end of 
the season. On Monday Mr. A. Dalziel killed three salmon of heavy weight in the 
Hoddom portion of the Annan. On Tuesday several fishers had vigorous battles 
with big fish, but in nearly every case the prey escaped, and more than one line was 
broken. I may mention that many salmon haye been killed with “ Humphries’ 
Lightning Spinner,” which seems to be a superior artificial bait. Its action is 
certainly good, and its looks very naturalin the water. In the Nith sport has kept 
up wonderfully, Salmon from 10lb, to 201b, have been killed in great numbers.— 
W. BAILEY. 

Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—During the past few days the Esk has been in flood, and 
in fair condition for angling, and good sport has been had in most districts. The 
only regretable circumstance is that the water did not rise earlier. As the season 
closed on Tuesday last, very little advantage has accrued to anglers, In the Langholm 
waters thé following catches have been made :—Mr. James Little, of Broomholm, 
a salmon of 15lb., in the Island Pool; Mr. W, Urquhart, one of 18lb., in the same 
place ; Mr, T. Morrison caught one of 15lb. in the Todholes, and lost a second one of 
good weight. On Monday, in the Canonbie waters, a large number of anglers were 
successful in landing fish, One gentleman, a Mr, Nelson, caught four, and lost five, 
splendid fish ; Mr. Scott, Holmfoot, got one salmon, 141b., and lost a second one; 
Mr. Elliot, Westwater, landed two—one 20lb., and another 301b. Sport has been 
brisk inthe Longtown water. Mr. Smith, Sheffield, caught a salmon of 181b.in the 
Lynefoot Pool ; the Rev. J. Phelps, Houghton, got a grilse, 5lb.; Mr. Ferguson, 
Longtown Station, landed a fine fish of 194lb. in the Bridge Pool, close to the town ; 
Mr. Stubbs, Carlisle, took a fish of 20lb. from Birrel’s Weir; the Rey. J. Phelps 
had a second, of 91b., in the same place; and Mr, J. H. Jackson, of Longtown, had 
one of 241b, in Wilkins’s Pool—GLopr TroTTrER, 

KierkaiG, LOCHINVER.—The reporter from this quarter has been silent for weeks 
In October twenty-nine salmon were caught on Kirkaig, weighing 3684lb., thus 
giving an average of 123lb. From the 10th to the 12th the mountains were covered 
with a thick coating of snow, and towards the end of .the month the river was too 
high i otherwise the daily capture would have been larger.—NORTHERN PIscATOR, 

ov, 1, : 

Uair.—tThe season just ended has been a poor angling one, if it is to be judged by 
the results for the whole season, The netting has been fair. The rods did nothing 
in the spring, as no salmon ascended at that time, and it was not till almost the end 
of the season that good sport was obtainedinautumn. ‘The best rod has had for the 
year 400 odd fish—salmon, grilse, and sea-trout together, The autumn fishing alone 
yielded one gentleman 35 salmon and grilse—mostly all good fish. The most success- 
ful rods were Mr, Forbes, Mr. Johnston, Professor Niven, Major Stuart-Gordon, 
Col, Joff, and Mr, Macdonald, Fly worked ‘well, so did worm and the minnow, The 
largest fish caught weighed 27lb., and the average was from 12lb.to 15lb. On the 
whole of Colonel Ferguson of Pitfour’s Ugie fishery there have, since the beginning 
of Ootoher, besn landed about 100: salmon and grilse,. This is the cheapest angling 





in Scotland, and it is only now that anglers from a distance are beginning to know 
of it—RAVENSCRAIG. 

YTHAN.—The autumn angling on this river was far from up to the mark till 
towards its.close, For the whole of September there was too little water, and in 
October, even after there was volume suflicient, there was only a poor show of fish, 
Indeed, for this reason and the untoward nature of the season, the total result will 
stand as the worst on record for more than a dozen years, Mr. Tournay had several 
heavy fish from the Ellon fishery. Lord Aberdeen’s extensive fishery did very 
poorly, and so also did the reaches contiguous to it. 








IRISH NOTES. 


STRULE, Munrger Conny, Drrc, AND MouRNE RiveRs.—To-day begins the 
close season on these streams, the worst on record since 1826 for rods, and, if it can 
be believed, for nets also. In Lough Foyle, angling began on the Istof April under 
the best circumstances, Salmon do not enter the rivers until the middle of June, 
This year the first fish was killed by your correspondent on the 11th of August, 
when the river Strule rose about a foot. The middle of September saw another 
larger flood ; but at no time during the year were the rocks invisible until to-day, 
Yesterday morning at daybreak the rain set in, and has continued in torrents, 
without ceasing, up to the present. The rivers have the appearance of lakes, 
as all the low-lying meadows and hollows are covered with water, whilst 
trees, turf, hay, and oats are being swept away down the channels to Derry, “’Tis 
ever thus.” A splendid beginning for the winter fishing on the fords, which, 
with one or two exceptions, are totally unprotected. This flood is of no use to us, 
as we are forced to remain idle until the lst of April comes round. I should 
like to send youan angler’s description of the Struleas a troutriver. I had, previous 
to reading the article on the Bann, made up my mind and arrangements, if all 
went well, to spend next season at Kilrea; but I don’t intend to move now. Man 
and boat 5s. per day, and a bag of two trout—it’s not good enough for—Pour 
DIEv, ETC., Nov. 1st. 





DERWENT FISHERY BOARD. 


''HE quarterly meeting of the Derwent Fishery Board was held at 
the Court Buildings, Keswick, on Saturday. The members present 
were Mr. W. Fletcher, Brigham Hill (chairman) ; Rev. Canon Hos- 
kins, The Higham; Captain Falcon, Camerton Hall; Mr. G. 8. 
Wilson, Broughton Grange; Mr. A. T. Morgan, Workington ; and 
Mr, J. Alcock, Keswick ; with Mr. T. C. Burn (secretary). 


THE Proposep Gratings At Tom Rupp anp Brovuguton Becks. 

The Secretary reported that, considering the state of the funds of the Board, 
he had not thought it desirable to ask for tenders for the erection of gratings 
at these places. The question was left over for the Watching Committee to 
decide what should be done. 

Tue Race av Barepor. 

Mr. Morgan said he would like to call the attention of the Board to the 
dilapidated condition of the grating at the end of the race at Barepot. It was 
quite broken down, and fish of any kind could get up. When they did so they 
got into the works, and could not get back again. The Chairman said they 
found the cost would be very considerable, and they had not seen their way to 
have the work done. Mr. Morgan was requested to bring this matter before 
the Watch Committee. 

Tur SatmMon Hain Weir. 

The Secretary reported that he had advertised for tenders for the erection 
of a fish pass at the Salmon Hall Weir. He had only received two applications 
for particulars ; one was from London and the other from Leeds. He had 
sent particulars, but had heard nothing since. There were no local applications. 
The plan of the proposed pass, together with the specifications, was placed in 
the hands of Mr. Morgan, with instructions to see if he could get a tender 
from any person in Workington, and to report to the next meeting. 


VACANCIES ON THE Boarp. 

The Chairman said he was sorry to say that two vacancies on the Board had 
occurred through death since last meeting—Mr. Senhouse, of Fitz, and Mr. 
Spedding, of Mirehouse. Mr. Senhouse had lived to a good old age, but Mr. 
Spedding had been cut off in the prime of life, and by his death they had lost 
the services of a valuable member. He proposed that the place of Mr. Sen- 
house be filled by his son, Mr. Humphrey Patricius Senhouse. This was 
unanimously agreed to. The Chairman then said that as Mr. Spedding had not 
left anyone behind him to fill his place, he thought it was a good opportunity 
to increase the number of practical fishermen on the Board. With that object 
he would propose that Dr. Hutchinson, of Cockermouth, be appointed to the 
vacancy. Canon Hoskins said he had thought of proposing Mr. John Marshall, 
of The Island, as Mr. Spedding had to some extent represented the Keswick 
district. He had excellent business capacity, and would make a useful member. 
The Chairman said another vacancy had occurred that morning, through the 
death of Mr. Fisher, Wood Hall ; but it would be premature to fill it at that 
meeting. At the next meeting, if Mr. Hoskins would propose Mr. Marshall as 
his successor, he would be happy to support it. Canon Hoskins agreed to this, 
and Dr. Hutchinson was unanimously appointed in the place of Mr. Spedding. 


AN ADDITIONAL WATCHER FOR BorRROWDALE. 

At the request of the Keswick Angling Association, it was resolved to appoint 
an additional watcher for the Borrowdale district till December 31, on condi- 
tion that the Angling Association pay one-half of the cost. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The question of the great amount of poaching whigh had been carried on at 
the Workington end of the river was discussed, wit) }i1 view to more effective 
measures for preventing it being adopted in the fiffire. The Rev. Canon 
Hoskins said he was charged with a complaint to lay bere the Board on behalf 
of Sir Henry R. Vane. .He complained that, though he paid for a special 
license, he could get no fishing, owing to the want of watching in the Bassen- 
thwaite beck and Dub Wath at Embleton. The Chairman said it was impossible 
for the Board to keep watchers in all the tributaries of the fishery, but they 
would be willing to grant a free license to Sir Henry's gamekeeper, which 
would constitute him an honorary watcher, and he could then protect the fish in 
these places. The attention of the Board was called to a pollution of Bassen- 
thwaite Lake from water flowing into it from the Thornthwaite Lead Mines. 
The secretary was instructed to call the attention of the Mining Company to 
the matter. 


SO ES ET 





WRITING ia the World of December 22nd, 1886, Edmund Yates says :—“ Mention made in certain 
Reminiscences of mine of a pleasant and wholesome alcohol stimulant called ‘BUSHMILLS WHISKEY ’ 
has led the proprietors of the famous Distillery in Belfast to assure me that their alcohol is still extant 
in its pristine excellence, and, to confirm the assurance, send me a specimen of their produce. ‘All 
taps,’ we are assured by Mr. Stiggins, ‘is wanity,’ but I am glad to find that a favourite wanity of my 
youth is as mellow alt innocuous as whe first introduced to my notice by my old friend Captain 
pane, Reid,” All orders to be addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co,, Limited, 1, Hill-styeet, 

alfast, : ‘ ‘ ; 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed * Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of the Renting and Preservation Committee will take place 
on Monday evening next, Noy. 7th, at 7.30, and the general committee at 9 o’clock. 
—R. GHURNEY, sec., Nov. 2. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Sinc2 my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 2s. 6d. 
annual subscription from Mr. R. T, Breedon (Sociable Brothers. Angling Society). 
The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, Nov. 11th, 
at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec.. Nov. 2. 

ATHENAUM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special meeting of this society will be held at the Criterion (Spiers and Pond’s), 
Piccadilly-circus, W., on Thursday, November 17th, when a paper will be read by 
Mr, 8S. G. Harding on “Art in its Relation to Angling.’ The reading will be 
followed by discussion, after which a selection of music will be given. The chair 
will be taken at eight o'clock precisely ; all angling friends interested in the subject 
are cordially invited. Several of our members have been fishing lately ; but with 
small results, although a few good fish have been taken.—T. P. C. 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this society had a fishing competition in the tidal waters of the 
Thames, for three prizes, on the 29th, 30th, and 31st of October. The conditions 
were that two members should fish in each punt with one rod only, from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m, on either of the foregoing days, the heaviest gross weight to take the first 
prize, the second heaviest to take the second prize, and the third to take third prize. 
Most of the competitors had excellent takes of fish, the majority of the roach going 
over Sin. each, The following was the result of the weighing-in: First prize, won 
by Mr. Wright, with 13]b. 1140z., one roach going 11b. 440z. ; the second prize, won 
by Mr. G. Eydmann, with 12lb. 7oz., one roach going I1b, 1}oz. ; third prize, won by 
Mr. Harris, with 12l1b. 6}0z, The following members also registered their fish : Mr. 
E. Eydmann, 121b. 4oz.; Mr. W. Eydmann, 101b. 1230z.; Mr. G. Townsend, 81b. 9302. ; 
Mr. W. J. Williams, 7lb. 1440z.; Mr. W. Howell, 7lb. 130z.; Mr. G. Stockwin, 6lb. 
1l4oz.; Mr. J. Pike, 6lb, 20z.; Mr. W. Newark, 61b. 20z.; Mr. Blackman, 4lb, 12oz. ; 
Mr. J. Brooks, 3lb. 90z. Messrs. F. N. Sellers, J. Hall, and G. Hall also took part in 
the competition ; but did not weigh-in. Nearly all the competitors fished in the 
deeps at Twickenham, anda large number of roach taken went over 3lb. each. 
Hyeryone present said it was the finest show of roach that had ever been exhibited 
since the society had been established, which is over seven years, We cannot help 
thinking that this is mainly due to the vigilance of the employés of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, and we believe the good work this society has been 
doing for some years past is now being reaped by the London anglers in the tidal 
waters. The puntsmen in general at Twickenham say, “in all their experience they 
never knew such fine roach taken as there has been this year,” and this the majority 
of the members of this society can testify. On the 12th, 13th, and 14th of Noy., the 
members of this society have a competition in the Grand Junction Canal at Hare- 
field ; the hours of fishing are from 10 a.m, to 4 p.m., for three good prizes.—W. EH. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On October 30th, Messrs. F, Harding, Baynes, and Newson weighed-in roach, dace, 
and chub, gross 121b. In the club-room of the above house the return visit on the 
Central Association list will be held on Monday next, November 7th. Mr. C. A. 
Medcalf will take the chair, faced by Mr. W. Say. All brother anglers are cordially 
invited on that occasion, Members are requested to attend to arrange for a series of 
prizes to be fished for and given up for Christmas.—J. WORLEDGE. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our return visit was held on the 2nd inst. Seven clubs were represented, a very 
pleasant evening being spent. On October 30th, two of our members weighed fish— 
Mr. C. Hands, chub; Mr, J. Hands, dace. Members are requested to attend on Wed- 
nesday next for quarterly business.—C. H. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only a few of our members have been successful in taking fish—Mr. Avis, a nice 
show of dace, 6lb. 40z.; Myr. Dutton, dace, 41b. ; Messrs. C. Brown and Ducker, roach 
anddace. The quarterly night meeting took place on October 26th, The following 
business was gone through :—Mr, Dutton was re-elected as secretary and Mr. Ducker 
re-elected as chairman. It was decided to commence the monthly smoking con- 
certs on November 9th till further notice, and Boxing Day be considered as the day 
for weighing-in fish in place of the 25th, Christmas Day. The Ghurney Testimonial : 
After several of the members speaking of their personal knowledge of Mr. Ghurney’s 
energy on behalf of the welfare of the London anglers, it was unanimously voted 
that the sum of two guineas be given from the funds of the club. Upon the 
minutes being confirmed this evening, the amount was duly forwarded to R. B. 
Marston, Esq.—W. DurrTon, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, Nov. 2, Mr. B. Atchison in the chair, The minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. The competition for six prizes, convened for the 6th inst., 
will be held at Sunbury Lock, instead vf Hatfield Peveril—viz., from a quarter of a 
mile each side of the lock cut—conditions as already announced. An invitation to 
visit the Brunswick Piscatorials on Monday next, the 7th, was accepted. Mr. James 
Jones exhibited a carp (stuffed), caught by him in June last, weighing 10lb. 2oz. 
The abilities of Mr, Jones as an angler are well known; and by this his latest contri- 
bution to the art of taxidermy, proves that he is equally proficient as a taxidermist, 
and well deserves the hearty congratulations extended by Ye Friars. Ye Friars have 
lost a respected member by the death, on Saturday, the 29th ult., of Mr. W. William- 
son, from blood-poisoning. Through depression of trade he leaves his widow and 
six children (the eldest eleven) totally without means. A committee has been 
formed, and a subscription list for the benefit of the widow and children, opened at 
the Peabody Arms, Broadwall, Stamford-street, Blackfriars, S.H. Brother anglers 
are earnestly solicited to forward their donations in support of this laudable pro- 
ject, which will be duly acknowledged by Mr. W. Woods, secretary to the committee. 
—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec, 

: BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

I wish to remind secretaries and members of clubs in the South-Eastern District 
that the next visit on the 8. L. United List will be to the Brunswick, at the King 
John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars-road, on Monday evening next, Nov. 7th, 
when they may be assured of a jovial time. Friday, the 28th ult., was occupied 
chiefly with club business, Mr. J. Smith presiding. Our next match is held over 
pending improved waters, Only three members were out on the 30th ult., Mr. W. 
Robbins saving the club a blank with a few roach ; whilst on the following day Mr. 
H, C. Bryant had a jack.—J. DEPLIDGE, hon, sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The next return visit on the above will take place at the Amicable Brothers, Bald- 
Faced Stag, Worship-square, Finsbury, on Monday next, the 7th inst.—C, A. 
MEDCALF, 

CLAPTON. 

The committee meeting was held on Monday last prior to the smoking concert, 
My. H. J. Oliver in the chair, General business was transacted, including the election 
of anew honorary member. Various catches were reported. I am very pleased to 
be able to record the thorough success of our first smoking concert. Our spacious 
club-room was filled, and it was with regret we learnt that many members and 
friends were inconyeniently cigwded, some leaving, there being no room for them, 
Our host has most kindly offered the billiard saloon for our next smoking concert 
(29th inst.), which handsome room will give ample acvcoumodation for all, Our 
hon, pianist, Mr, H. J, Baker, opened the concert with an excellent introduction, 


Mr. Rogers following with a good comic song. During the evening the songs were 
most agreeably interspersed with duets and solos on the bass and tenor dulcimers, 
admirably played by Mr. Holt and his clever little son. Our old friend and member, 
Mr. C. J. Winterbottom, favoured us with his company, and, as of yore, delighted us 
with his artistic performance on the pianoforte. Mr. Gowland was well received, 
and Mr. F. Tregenza was pronounced remarkably good. Later in the evening 
this gentleman was again to the front, and, although an encore was 
vociferously demanded, he sang ‘‘ No More.” Mr. G. E. Cherer was deservedly cheered 
to the echo ; Mr. Gerard sang with excellent power and feeling, and Mr, Wicks was 
equally successful. Mr. Jones (of the Walthamstow Angling Society) caused great 
amusement by his capital comic songs. One of the greatest treats of the evening 
was the exceedingly fine and artistic singing of our vice-president, Mr. H. A. Beck 
Mr. Parker, of the Good Intent, kindly showed a handsome chub taken by him, 
which was much admired. Mr. Ball, Mr. Kempton, and Mr, Judd were very effective 
in their songs. I thought it a capital opportunity to send round the box of the 
Anglers’ Benevolent ; it was well received, and, I am sure, its contents were liberally 
added to, for which I expressed many thanks, The usual and deserved compliments 
were paid to the chairman, pianist, and visitors, also to—HrNRy Howss, hon. sec. 
CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

On Wednesday next, 16th inst., a programme concert will be given by the members 
of this club at the headquarters, to which all brother anglers and friends are 
cordially invited. Several bags have been weighed-in during the week, the weights 
being as follows :—Mr. H. Young, 231b. and 21b. ; Mr. J. W. Morgan, roach, 31b. 602. 
—largest 1lb. loz—one dace, 1l}oz.; Mr. J. Young, jack, 521b., 41b., and 3lb. 9oz. 
respectively, on Oct. 31st, The three latter fish were taken at West Drayton, the 
remainder near Reading. Our worthy chairman and treasurer, with two other 
members, were out on Tuesday last, the only one having any luck being Mr. J. W. 
Morgan, who took one jack 3b, 30z., chub 9oz., and dace 80z, and 4oz.’ Members will 
please attend early on Wednesday next.—ALF. EVANS, sec. 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

At our fortnightly meeting, on Tuesday, it was arranged that the president's 

prize should be competed for on the 6th inst. ; river Thames, punt or bank.—C.T, 


ELDER, hon, sec. 
EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our show of fish was scarce this week, only Mr. Bartlett weighing-in roach—a 
fair show. I wish to announce that the next return visit of the Hastern No. 1 
District goes to the above club, and will take place on Wednesday, November 16th, 
—wW.B., hon. sec. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Tuesday last there was a fair attendance, Mr. Norman, whose 
name has been added to the committee, being in the chair, and receiving a very 
hearty vote of thanks at the end of the evening. There will be a committee meet- 
ing next Tuesday at six o’clock, when members are particularly requested to attend, 
Mr, Ohlson having details of a very nice fishing, which, it is thought, will suit the 
society. At the ordinary meeting which takes place the same evening there will be 
a special discussion on “ Sea-fishing.’—B, 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in fish on the 30th ult.: Mr. W. Bowring, 
roach, dace, and gudgeon ; Mr. Lumby, roach and perch ; Mr. Ellins, roach and bream ; 
Mr. Green, roach and gudgeon ; Mr. De Perran, roach, perch, chub, and dace; and 
Messrs, A, and C, Crow, roach and dace.—C. B. LuMBy. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were not many fish brought to the club on the 30thult. Mr, Almeroth had 
chub; Mr. Devon, roach and bream; Mr. Holmes, roach; Mr. Maybury, roach, 
On Tuesday there was a fair attendance of members ; one proposition received. The 
members will fish at Cheshunt for twelve prizes on the 13th inst. ; roam of water ; 
all start by the 9 o’clock train, All members that intend to compete would do well 
to see they are financial ; if not, attend the club on Tuesday next.—R, MuRPHY, 
Nov. 2. 

HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above club met on the Ist inst., when an election of officers took place for the 
ensuing quarter. Mr, Ormes was appointed chairman, Mr. T. Thompson secretary, 
and Messrs. J. Shilling and Bates auditors, &c. A smoking concert followed, and a 
most enjoyable evening was spent. Club nights, Tuesdays.—T. THOMPSON, sec. 


, HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Very few members were out on the 30th ult. Mr. H. Steadman saved us from a 
blank with one chub.—R. GHURNEY, sec., Noy. 2. 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only one of our members weighed-in- to-day, being Mr. Saalsfield, with a jack, in 
good condition, 7lb. 10;0z.—W. H. FENNER, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. - 

An extremely pleasant extra meeting of this society took place on Monday evening 
last. The minutes haying been passed, the chairman, Mr. C, 8, Bentley, introduced 
a general discussion on various piscatorial topics, including papers to be read, prizes, 
Ghurney testimonial, and last, but not least, the consideration of a beautifully- 
executed design in gold and colours for the society’s device, submitted by Mr, Lodge, 
the meeting greatly appreciating the same, Several visitors took part in the pro- 
ceedings, including Messrs. George Chambers and A, W. Parker, of the Gresham, 
who were cordially welcomed; also Mr. W. H. Harper, a literary visitor, who was 
prevailed upon to promise to read a paper shortly. Votes of condolence with Mr. 
J. M. Broad, a vice-president, and to the chairman, closed the proceedings. The 
next ordinary meeting is fixed for Monday next, 7th November.—C. H. KENNETT, 


hon. sec, 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members competed for three special prizes on the 30th ult. at Pangbourne, 
Mr. N. Martin securing first honours, Mr. C. Hayward second, and Mr, A. Bass 
third, Mr, G. Riches will give a prize, value half a guinea, for the heaviest chub 
taken on any day from Wednesday, Nov. 2, to Wednesday, Nov. 30. Mr. N. Baker 
had a very pretty jack on the 29th ult., which scaled 51b, loz. The half-yearly dis- 
tribution of special prizes will take place on the 30th inst., on which oceasion the 
members will indulge in a supper. 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 30th ult. Mr. H. J. Underwood weighed-in some good roach; heaviest, 
l1lb. 50z. On the 3lst ult. Mr. J. Underwood had 8lb. of roach and perch. Thurs- 
day next, the 10th inst., being quarterly night, all members will please attend to 
clear the books,—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were very few members out on the 30th ult., only two weighing-in—viz., 
Messrs. Trotter and Guynan. Mr. Gidley was duly elected a member on Tuesday, 
and Mr. Little was proposedas one, A general outing of the club will take place on 
the 13th inst. at Chelmsford; honorary members are invited to take part in the 
competition. Several prizes are already offered.—F. H. Fruwiy, sec. 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. % 

The above society held their second monthly concert, in aid of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society, on the 27th ult., a great number of anglers and friends being 
present. Mr. R. Spenceley was chairman, faced by Mr. 8. Malby, a capital evening 
being spent. Amongst those who honoured us with their company were members 
from the Clapton, Hoxton Bros. Dalston, Victoria, Burdett, Stepney, Hastern 
Piscatorials, Hearts of Oak,and Good Intent. Our next concert will take place on 
Thursday, the 24th inst., when Mr, 8. Malby, secretary of the Dalston Angling 
Society, has kindly consented to take the chair, faced by Mr, T, Jemmett, A rom, 
ing match took place on the 30th ult. at Burnt Mill for three prizes, only one b>ing 
taken, the successful member being Mr, G. Browning, having a pike of 51b, 14302, 
Mr, W, Coxhead had some fine roach from the Lea, also a pretty jack of over 41h, in 
weight,—-W, 8, W, 
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SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Oct. 30th a small meeting. We were hononred with a visit from the Mildmay 
Angling Society. Final arrangements were made for our smoking concert on 
Tuesday next, Noy. 8th. Visitors are requested to be early,— PELICAN, 

UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The club meeting took place at the Swan, as usual. Very little has been done in 
the way of taking fish during the last week. It was decided we put up two prizes 
for jack and chub, to be caught in this month, November. A Mr. Corney was fish- 
ing here at Long Bridge on the Colne from a punt, when a 131b, trout leaped out of 
the waterinto the boat. One of our members reports there are good jack at Langley, 
he having seen three that were taken there last week—6}, 54, and 34, ‘This is 
authentic.—H. PAYNn®, hon. sec. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

On the 30th ult. Mr, J. Currans saved the club from a blank with some roach, 
The fifth annual dinner of the above society will take place on Tuesday next, 
November the 8th ; covers off at 7.30 sharp. Chairman, Mr. H. Tibbatts ; vice-chair, 
Mr. R. Lawes, sen.—H. T. 

WALHAM GREEN AND FULHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society held its usual weekly meeting on Thursday, 
Oct. 27th, Mr. Dixon presiding. Minutes of the previous meeting read and con- 
firmed, and general business transacted. Angling matters were generally discussed. 
—E, SUTCHALL, sec. 

; WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 
f The smoking concert on the Ist inst. was a great success, though the South London 
clubs were conspicuous by their absence; still, a fairly representative body of anglers 
and friends were present, and the collection came up to anticipations. Other sub- 
scriptions have been promised, and will be forwarded in due course. The competi- 
tion on Nov, 10 will be fished-at St. Margaret’s, no member to go before the first 
train in the morning.—MILLER’s THUMB. 
WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In the competition on the 30th ult., the four prizes were taken as follows :—Mr. 
Sloper, roach, 2lb. ljoz., jack, 3lb. 140z., barbel, 6lb. 820z., total, 121b. 80z., first ; Mr. 
Newbury, roach, 10}0z., jack, 3lb. 130z., barbel, 1lb. 80z., chub, 4lb. 440z., total, 
10lb. 3f0z., second ; Mr, Wilson, dace, 50z., and one bream, 31b. 140z., total, 41b, 30z., 
third ; and Mr, Wingroye, roach, 3lb. 1loz., fourth. Thenext match will take place 
on the 13th inst., from Chertsey Lock to Laleham Ferry, for three prizes.—W. W. A. 

WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

On Friday, the 25th ult., the prizes awarded in the competitions held during the 
past season in connection with the Worcester United Anglers’ Association were 
presented to the winners at their clubhouse, the Union Hotel, Union street, Wor- 
cester, The proceedings commenced with a supper, at which about forty members 
were present. Mr, B, Smith (president) occupied the chair; Mr. OC. Bullock (vice- 
president) was in the vice-chair, and the company included Messrs. A. Lacroix 

_ Chon. sec.), J.T, Jones, J, Compton, S. James, G. Morris, H, Hallett, G, E. Haycox, 
Painter, C. Fieldes, W. Greaves, G. Spinner, J. W. Yeates, and G. Maidment. Letters 
of apology for absence were received from the Mayor (Ald. W. Holland), Ald. W. B. 
Williamson, Messrs. J. W. Willis-Bund, Frederick Corbett, J. G. Nicol, S. J. Urwick, 
H. Urwick, T. G. Chaplin, J. Sigley, A. Barrs, M. Hirst, F. Hopkins, T, E. Meredith, 
James Redding (Kidderminster). The usual loyal toasts were proposed, and the 
chairman then distributed the prizes, of which the following is a list :—First com- 
petition : Ist, Mr. T, Payne; 2nd, Mr. J. Whitehouse. Second competition (for 
challenge cup): Ist (challenge cup and timepiece), Mr. A. Lacroix; 2nd, Mr. T. 
Payne; 3rd, Mr. J. Whitehouse; 4th, the late Mr. M. Holloway (his 
brother, George Holloway, received the prize); 5th, Mr. G. Hill. Third 
competition (for challenge cup, &c.): Ist, Mr. T, Payne, who having defeated Mr. 
Lacroix’s record, is the holder of the cup for twelve months ; 2nd, Mr. T, Williams. 
Fourth Competition: First. Mr. A, Lacroix; second, Mr. A. Jones. Fifth competi- 
tion: First, Mr. W. Davis, Prizes were presented by Mr. B. Smith, Mr. C. Bullock, Mr. 
A. Barrs, and Mr, A, Lacroix. The chairman proposed “Success to the United 
Anglers’ Association,” and the toast was acknowledged by Mr. Lacroix, who took 
advantage of the opportunity to refer to a question which had been raised in the 
FISHING GAZETTE with reference to the abolition of small meshed nets and other 
engines. He proved by extracts from the FISHING GAZETTE of Aug. 20th and 27th, 
Sept. drd, 17th, and 24th, and Oct. Ist, that the credit for the abolition of the 
driggle nets throughout the Severn Fishery District belonged to the United District 
Committee of Worcestershire Angling Societies, who originated and successfully 
carried through the agitation which resulted in that measure. The chairman 
proposed and Mr, Lacroix responded to the toast, “Chairman and Members of the 
Severn Board of Conservators,” and, in the course of his remarks, referred to the 
useful work the Board had done. He called the attention of his hearers to the 
fact that in accordance with the Act of Parliament, net-fishermen are allowed 
to elect representative members to represent their interests on the Board 
of Conservators, whereas such privilege was not allowed to angling societies, and 
suggested that an amalgumation of the whole of the societies interested in the 
Severn Fishery District be formed, and to agitate this question before Parliament, 
so as to have the Salmon and Freshwater Fishery Acts (1861 to 1884) amended, and 
give same rights to angling societies to elect representative members in accordance 
with the amount of money paid to the board for anglers’ licenses. He spoke in 
eulogistic terms of the chairman of the Board, and also of the clerk, remarking 
that both gentlemen had been very courteous towards him during their long struggle 
to obtain the abolition of the driggle-nets, &c, “ The Donors of Prizes,” ‘‘ The Press,” 
* The Chairman and Vice-Chairman,” “ Host and Hostess,” and other toasts followed, 
and during the evening glees and songs were given by Messrs. Dyke, Foote, Yeates, 
Maidment, and others, Mr. W, Harber presiding at the pianoforte, 





THE ARCHIBALD RrEeD Funp,—A grand smoking concert was held on Tuesday 
evening at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Westmoreland-road, Walworth, in aid of the fund 
being raised for the assistance of the widow and children of the above deceased 
river-keeper, who was brutally murdered by a cowardly gang of poachers a short 
time ago near Tiverton, in Devonshire. That old-established and well-known 
angling society, the Walworth Waltonians, being of the opinion that the above 
case deserved the sympathy and support of all true anglers throughout the kingdom, 
resolved to show their appreciation of a man who died at his post protecting the 
waters of the Tiverton Association. Mr. H. Bayley occupied the chair, being faced 
by Mr, Fred Allard. The members and their friends mustered in goodly numbers, 
but the South London clubs were not very strongly represented, those present being 
the Peckham Brothers, Second Surrey, Waggoners, Good Intent, and Rodney Pisca- 
torials. The chairman said he had great pleasure in announcing the receipt of con- 
tributions from the Larkhall, 10s. ; Battersea Friendly, 5s. ; Good Intent, 10s, ; the 
collection in the room being £1 9s,, making a total of £2 14s., less 5s, for expenses ; 
and the chairman said that he had been informed the Marlborough and also the 
Waggoners were likely to add to the amount, which will be handed over to Mr. R. 
B. Marston, Editor of the “F, G.” The entertainment was carried on to about 
1.15 p.m. Among others, the names of Messrs. Brodie, Stidolph, Ryan, Callan, 
Durell, Bayley, Johnson, and McClean may be mentioned as having greatly contri- 
buted to the evening’s amusement. It is to be hoped that the numerous angling 
societies of London will follow the example of the Walworth Waltonians, Further 
subscriptions may be sent to Mr, R. B, Marston, or to W. L. Griffin, sec. Walworth 

« Waltonians, 43, Lothian-road, Camberwell New-road, S.W. 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT are remedies which should invariably be taken by 
* travellers in search of health, pleasure, or business. Many del.terious influences are constantly ac 
- work in foreigh climes, tending to deteriorate the health ; these and the altered conditions of life will 
entail on those who tiavel the necessity of carefully attending to early symptoms of disease, and they 
will find the use of these remedies to be highly necessary, the action of the Pills being purifying and 
strengthening and of great service in cases of fever, ague, and all inflammatory diseases, whilst the 
Ointment is a sovereign cure in cases of piles, bad legs, bad breasts, wounds, and ulcers, Holloway’s 
remedies donot deteriorate by change oF climate. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


* One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument 
speculation, and experiment.”—T, E, Pritt, 





{ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions supressed by our Correspondents, | 


FLAT-WINGED FLOATING FLIES. 

Srr,—In the month of August last you printed a letter from me upon the subject 
of a dace fly which I had invented, which met with some favour with the dace (as 
also with some enterprising tackle-makers), and which you were obliging enough to 
call by my name, the “Val Conson” dace fly. This fly was tied with flat wings, 
roofing the body, as it were, in imitation of the wings of one of the Phryganide, 
or of a moth, and the wings were made of the tip of a starling’s feather, with the 
quill running down the centre. 

Now I have seen complaints in the columns of the “F. G.” and other papers that 
imitations of the Phryganide could not be made to float, and I observed that this 
seems to be largely due to the fact that such imitations are almost invariably made 
nearly as up-winged as the duns—on what principle I am, as yet, too uninstructed 
to discover ; and I formed the design (which I yet hope to carry out) of tying a 
series of floating flies to imitate the actual caddis insects, upon the same principle 
as the “ V, C.” dace fly, which can be fished equally well sunk or dry. 

But, alas! there is nothing guzte new under the sun, and I find, from a perusal 
of Mr. Hewett Wheatley’s “ Rod and Line,” published in 1849, that he had copied 
moths for night-fishing upon principles similar to those which I have enunciated, 
and that he found them good floaters. 

However, I commend the suggestion to anglers and fly-tyers in the hope that they 
may find it of service. I certainly mean to try it myself. 

It goes without saying that, for use floating, the flies of this make will have to 
be far more accurate copies of the natural insect than the present wet patterns,— 
Tam, &c., VAL CoNnsoNn. 

[We have found no difficulty in floating flat-winged flies, like the Alder, with 
wings put on flat along the body.—ED. | 





PIKE TACKLE—PIKE IN SEVERE FROSTS, &c. 

Str,—Now that the season for pike-fishing has commenced, it may interest some 
of your readers to see a sketch of a live-bait snap-tackle which is at once simple 
and effective. It will hold a heavy bait for a long cast, is easily adjustable, and 
hardly ever fails to hook a fish if properly struck. I send one which is past duty 





as a pattern for the engraver. You will see that it is a modified Jardine snap, the 
upper sliding hook being replaced by an ordinary eyed triangle, through the eye of 
which the gimp is passed with a half-hitch. It is important to note the “go” of 
this hitch. It will not draw with any force ; but the hook can be shifted in an 
instant, while there is no whipping or gimp loops to get out of order. The small 
hook of the Jardine snap is too small to get a firm grip of the back of the bait ; 
but this holds it perfectly, and is no more visible. Z 

The small hook of the lower should be very fine and sharp, so that i6 will enter 
the gristle of the pectoral fin without tearing it. 

The idea is probably not original ; but it is not widely known, and I can answer 
for its effectiveness. 

Who is the vendor of the Bickerdyke rod-top ring? I have one in constant use, 
and find it far and away the best ring, but forget where I got it, and have not seen 
the advertisement lately. : 

I have a lake of about twenty acres which for seven weeks in each of the two 
last winters was frozen over so hard and thick that no air-hole could be broken. 
Afterwards the pike seemed to have diminished considerably in numbers ; but no 
dead ones were found, Would they get in the mud and die? : 

A day or two ago a friend and myself got twenty-five runs in the morning, and 
not arun in the afternoon. Itwasa lovelyday ; but in the afternoon the glass was 
falling rapidly, andat night and next day there was a storm, I have often thought 
that sudden variations in pressure will put pike off the feed.—I am, Xc., 

Town Close, Norwich. G. CHRISTOPHER DAVIES. 


[We are much obliged to Mr. Davies for the “ Adjustable Jardine Snap Tackle,’ 
and have made a sketch of it, which shows clearly the jam hitch (or whatever you 
like to call it) by which the triangle can be adjusted to suit any size of bait. We 
intend to have some of these snaps made for use this season. Mr. Jardine hap- 
pened to drop in while we were writing this note. We showed him the tackle, and, 
unlike many inventors, who resent any attempt to “improve” their ideas, he said, after 
examiningit, “This isan improvement ; I will have some made like it.” Weshouldlike 
to know how Mr. Davies stainshis gimp. The “ Bickerdyke” rod-top ring was in- 
vented by a member of the committee of the Fly-Fishers’ Club. It is manufactured 
by Messrs, Warner and Sons, of Redditch, and sold, we imagine, by all fishing-tackle 
makers, certainly by Messrs. Farlow and Co. We have had an experience in con- 
nection with a piece of water similar to that described by Mr. Davies—the pike 
appear to be much less plentiful than they were ; butif they had been killed we 
can hardly imagine their bodies would remain at the bottom. Fish which die from 
suffocation become like corks, so full of gas are they. We lost several fine carp 
from suffocation, but they all floated like blown-out porkers.—ED. | 


KILLING CONGERS. 
Srr,—Will your correspondent, C. E. Fry, kindly tell me the best method of 


killing congers when night-fishing, as described in your last issue ?—I am, ok 








TWO GOOD TAKES.—WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

Sir,—(1) The son of Mr. Norledge, the solicitor of Newark, went to Carlton-on- 
Trent on Saturday, October 22nd, and succeeded in taking seventy-five roach. 
Twenty fish weighed 221b., and the average was #lb. The bait was gentles. By 
this you will see that large fish ave to be caught with gentles, This puts me in 
mind cf old times, and only shows that in spite of the netting, tugs, dredging, prize 
matches, &¢., &e., the noble old river still contains plenty of good fish. i 

(2) Pike at the Welsh Harp.—Nearly 2cwt. of jack were taken at the W elsh Harp 
Fishery, Hendon, from October 23rd to the 26th inclusive. Messrs. Barfoot, Shultz, 
Plumpton, and a Mr. Turner were the chief performers ; the latter gentleman also 
took a splendid carp scaling over 10lb., and a stranger took a fine jack weighing 
11lb. 

Wimbledon Lake.—I visited this water on Friday last. It was a glorious day— 
more like the latter end of August than the end of October, The number of carp 
taken in this noted water from the Ist of April to the lst of September, according 
to Harper’s list, was forty-three fish, weighing just over 200lb., the largest fish 
being taken by “Jimmy” Jones, weighing 10lb. 4oz.; the next best fish was taken 


by Mr, George, and weighed 91b, Mr, Wall took one of 831b., and Mr, H, Jones one 


- 
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of 73lb, Next came Mr. Newman with one weighing 7lb. The smallest fish weighed 
241b ; five weighed over 61b. each, and no fewer than nine weighed over 5lb. each, 
Not a bad record, considering the long ran of hot weather and the small quantity 
of rain that fell through the summer months.—I am, &e., M. A. 

N.B.—I have never yet heard of a smaller carp than the above being taken in 
this water except upon one occasion. 


FISH AND CORN CULTURE. 

Srr,—As you take so much interest in fish-culture, you may like to know how it 
was carried on in Silesia when, thirty-five years ago, I went to that country for the 
purpose of introducing several species of fishes into England, 

Baron Clock, chamberlain to the King of Prussia, to whose place I went, told me 
that he had three thousand acres of land under alternate crops of fish and corn, 
The land was banked out into large fields of various sizes, with the power, from a 
stream, of flooding them at pleasure. Some were ploughed, and a crop of corn sown 
upon them, After the wheat had been cut and carried, then the water was turned 
on; and when the field was sufficiently flooded, then young fishes of different 
kinds were put into it, in numbers according to the size of the field, as a crop, where 
they grew prodigiously. At the end of three or four years the water was slowly 
let off, and the fish drawn down to one end of the field, where the water was deeper, 
where they were caught and sent alive to market, Most advantageous terms were 
granted by the railroads. At Christmas Germans eat carp dressed with vinegar, it 
being the correct thing to do, just as we eat mince-pies and plum-pudding. 

The water-weeds which grow while the land is covered with water, by dying 
down, form mud, which, if never got rid of, would be prejudicial to the fish and 
give them a muddy, pond flavour, which would not be tolerated ; therefore the mud, 
as soon as the fields have become dry enough to be cultivated, is carefully ploughed 
down, and forms mulch for the wheat which is immediately to follow. 

This might be called the two-shift course, in opposition to the Norfolk four- 
course husbandry which, at the present price of corn and labour, must shortly come 
to an end. 

A great charm is added to this fish and corn culture by the innumerable water 
birds, from swans to dabchicks, that frequent these fish farms, which also afford 
amusement and profit. For a few days, when the fowl have shot their large wing 
feathers, and before the new ones have grown again, the ducks, &c., cannot fly ; then 
numbers of people in boats are collected, the birds are driven to the ends of the 
different fields of water, when, trying to pass under the boats, are shot, knocked 
on the head with sticks, and caught in nets, and eventually find their way to the 
markets of the great towns.—I am, &c., Geo, D, B. 











TESTIMONIAL TO MR. LACROIX., 

Str,—In your issue of the 29th ult., under the above heading, Mr. Wingfield 
states that the meeting held in 1885 was called by Mr. Prosser, This I wish to 
correct. It was I that invited the four Worcester angling societies to meet me at 
Mr. Prosser’s house, with a view to form an amalgamation, Two delegates from 
each club attended, with the exception of the Izaak Walton Angling Society ; that 
was represented by Mr. J. Beckley only, Mr. Wingfield having apologised to me for 
his inability to attend,and from that day the United District Committee of 
Worcestershire Angling Societies was formed. With reference to the by-laws, I 
may state that, having applied to Mr, Willis-Bund on hehalf of the above committee 
to support a by-law which Mr. Wingfield was about to move, Mr. Willis-Bund, in his 
reply to me, said that he would support the principle for the abolition of netting, 
but that he could not support the by-law in the manner it was framed, and in the 
same letter Mr. Willis-Bund suggested the by-law which appeared in your issue of 
September 3rd, 1887, page 147. This I communicated to Mr. Wingfield previous 
to the meeting at Welshpool referred to in Mr. Wingfield’s letter, 

Mr, Wingfield is quite correct when he says: “I have always understood that the 
efforts of the Shrewsbury anglers were directed to the protection of fishing in their 
own district only.” The by-laws passed for the Borough of Shrewsbury in 1884 
“apply to that part of the river Severn as lies between the boundary of the parish 
of Saint Julian and the boundary of the parish of Atcham, in the county of Salop, 
and in all rivers, brooks, and streams, and tributaries that flow into or communicate 
with the river Severn between the said points.” 

Honour where honour is due is all that we require, and I am of opinion that we 
may all indorse the remarks made by our good friend, the Editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, when he says : ‘‘ We hope our friends will agree to consider the ‘ honours 
divided’ ; they can, of course, in their own minds, apportion the amount due to 
each,’—I am, &c., A, LACROIX, 

Hon. Sec, United District Committee of Worcestershire Angling Societies, 





S1k,—In connection with the abolition of small-meshed nets in the River Severn, 
I wish to have a few words. About twenty years ago I commenced writing to the 
Worcester Journal, and other Worcester papers, about the serious mischief the 
small-meshed nets were doing. It went on for years, I occasionally sending reports 
to the press, trying to ventilate the question. At last some of the anglers at their 
clubs and other places made it a subject of their conversation, and so it increased 
iu ventilation, until it was brought forward at meetings of the Severn Fishery 
Board. Mr. Wingfield and Mr. Griffin were elected on that Board, and brought the 
matter forward and pressed it until others of the Board saw it in the proper light ; 
and it is now on record that the small, meshed nets are abolished. But had not Mr. 
Lacroix worked hard in the cause, and obtained the influence of leading gentlemen 
of Worcester, and otherwise used extraordinary perseverance such as I never saw 
before in the canse, it may have lain dormant for years. Now the battle is won 
there are several claimants who say they did the work. True, we all worked in 
the good cause, and honour is due to all who helped to abolish the small or driggle 
nets in the Severn. It will be the means of the poor angler catching larger fish in 
after years, and also of more licenses being sold yearly, ; 

It was Mr. Lacroix who took up the thread of my letters to the journal and 
formed the United Anglers’ Association at the Union Hotel, Union-street, Worcester, 
and so worked until now. There is a testimonial to be given him on the 15th 
November, which he much deserves. Unlike Mr. Wingfield and Mr. Griffin, Mr. 
Lacroix was not paid his expenses at any time thtough the agitation; but we hope 
the testimonial will reimburse him for his outlay and time spent in the good 
cause,—I am, &ce., BENJAMIN SMITH, 

President Worcester United Anglers’ Association, 
35, Shambles, Worcester, Nov. 1. 





; THE LUNE. 

Sir,—I consider myself obliged to reply to the letter signed “Sportsman” in 
your last issue, He accuses me of “ malice, unrestrained by any respect for truth- 
fulness or fairness.” Now, Sir, malice I have none ; untruthfulness or unfairness I 
fail to find anywhere, My letter to you in‘your issue of Oct. 22nd is strictly 
accurate in every sense, as [ will endeavour to show from “Sportsman’s” own letter 
of Oct, 29th. 

He says, “ He had better try trolling himself, as lots of others have done, and will 
soon get weary of it. Ifit was good enough, no doubt large numbers would enter 
the lists,” &c, 

Does not this confirm my words when I say, “If it is ag represented by ‘ Sports- 
man,’ surely more than two or three gentlemen would take to trolling for salmon 
out of a population of 30,000”? 

Then he again evades the question by quoting last year’s work, while I did not 
refer to it at all, but simply mentioned “ nearly every day for the last three weeks,” 
which he confirms in the following words :—‘So far this year I have spent 
parts or the whole of twelve days since the first of October. On half of these days 
I have gone on the water either at 11 a.m, or2 p.m,” I am evidently right with 
respect to the other half when I say, “ going very often about 8.30 in the morning,” 
&c, In the first portion of the second paragraph in ‘his letter are these words : 


THE FISHING GAZETTE, 


Nov. 5,.1887. 








“Yellow Hackle” libels both you and me by insinuating that the letters signed 
“ Sportsman” and “ Lune” were both written by me, and that you, Sir, lent your- 
self to such a dishonourable thing as inserting them in the‘ I, G.”. ‘ 

“Now, Sir, I did not, nor do I,insinuate that the letters were both written b 
“ Sportsman,” nor. did I state that it was a dishonourable thing on your part in in- 
serting them. What I did say was simply this: “The two letters are presumably 
from the same head,” which is a totally different thing to the construction put upon 
it by “Sportsman” when he says “ they were both written by me,” &c. 

If Iam wrong, why has “ Lune” not defended himself, instead of leaving it all 
to “Sportsman”? It is “Lune’s” letter in which the greater portion of the in- 
accuracies occur. The only exception I take to “‘Sportsman’s” letter is in the com- 
parison of the Lune with the Scotch rivers, If, however, lam wrong in the pre- 
sumption I made, I sincerely beg his (‘‘Sportsman’s’’) pardon, though it is a very 
curious coincidence that two letters should appear in your issue of the 15th inst., 
hitting upon the very same piece of water—which has very rarely found a place in 
your valuable paper—and pretty nearly alike. .Thus “Sportsman” has it: “On 
Monday I caught my first—a small one under 6lb. Yesterday I caught a splendid 
fresh-run male fish, 22lb.” “Lune” thus: “On Monday last a local gentleman, 
well known in the old county town, grassed a salmon 6lb., and on the. following 
day grassed a much finer specimen, turning the scale at 22lb.” _ And both mention 
the same bait. eect 

As to trolling seventeen days out of three hundred and sixty-five, that is absurd ! 
What would the conservators have to say if they were to catch him fishing between 
the 14th of November and the 2nd of March (close time)? Then, again, the nets- 
men take good care that there are no salmon worth mentioning in the river until 
about Oct. Ist. Respecting “Sportsman’s” trolling, so faras 1 am concerned he may 
troll from now till Domesday—it will not affect me in the least. bya 

Now, Sir, if I have prevented disappointment to any of your readers, it is all-that 
Icare about; and as you will have seen from “Sportsman's” letter, it is not as 
“Tune” would have you believe. 

I think I have now sufficiently cleared myself from “Sportsman's” vindictive 
charges of “ malice, untruthfulness, and unfairness,” and having so done I close my 
part of the correspondence. Apologising for trespassing at so greata length on 
your valuable space,—I am, &c., A YELLOW HAC KLE, 





Srr,—In the issue of your previous GAZETTE, I find a letter signed “ Yellow 
Hackle ” regarding the fishing carried on in Hatton Water, in which statement he 
is entirely wrong. For instance, last year, there were three trawling licences taken 
out, and this season four. He also informs you that the five salmon killed were not 
all gaffed in Hatton Water; neither were they, and it was never intended to infer 
that they were. In future, I should advise “ Yellow Hackle” to substitue the word 
“ QConcoction” in lieu of “ Y. H.,” which signature I think far too advanced for 
him. oe 

In the latter part of his letter he winds up by saying that the two letters ar 
presumably from the same head (which is not the case), and that they are neither 
more nor less than an advertisement for “Swiveltail’’; but that you know your 
own business best, which, Mr. Editor, I most sincerely hope and trust’ you do, and 
are not wholly dependent upon such self-opinionated men as “ Yellow Hackle,”— 
Tam, &c., ~ LUNE, 


THE RECENT THAMES CONSERVANCY PROSECUTION AT WINDSOR. 


Srr,—As, by the recent action taken against me by the Thames Conservators, it 
may be thought by my brother anglers I have acted in an unsportsmanlike manner, 
I beg you wiil favour me by laying before your readers the full particulars of the 
case, it being one which affects all anglers on the Thames—more particularly the 
working-class, who cannot afford to pay for sport. 2 

The case is simply this: My brother, G. Wright, who is one of the committee of 
the Windsor and Eton (Thames) Angling Society, said to me on the day in question 
—the 28th of July last—‘‘If you will catch some bait I will join you in thé evening, 
and we willhave atry for a jack.” Consequently, [had amongst my take bait for 
that purpose. During the afternoon a person stopped me, and inquired of me, 
“What sport?” Ishowed him my fish; I had some undersize. He then stated he 
was an employé of the Thames Conservancy, and should report me to a\Mr. Bell, of 
Maidenhead, the newly-appointed superintendent of the Upper Thames. He 
measured some of the fish which were good-sized bait, and certainly under 7in,, as 
to my idea 4in, to 5in, for spinning is the bait par excellence, ' ak 

I explained to him at the time I required them for bait; he even took. a fish and 
asked what it was, being apparently an official new to his office. I did not argue 
with him, I then told him I had fished in the Thames for the last 25 years; and 
always caught my bait when possible, and that I considered myself one of the 
fairest anglers in this district. I told him also I would write to Mr. Bell,and explain 
matters, which I did ; but that official did not even have the courtesy to answer 
my letter. pret 

On the 20th October—nearly three months after the occurrenca—to:my astonish- 
ment, I was served with a summons to appear before the county magistrates at 
Windsor on the following Saturday, which not only put m2 to expense but to great 
inconvenience, Mere 4 

Of course, as the law stands, I had to pay £1 93. 6d. Now, I would ask, How is 
it I was singled out when hundreds of cases might have been had daily by this 
zealous river policeman during the dace and gudgeon season, when all punts were 
passed without any interruption to their occupants?’ My own brother has taken 
hundreds of dozens of gudgeon, &s., during the season without having once been 
challenged, and can hear of no others that were. — . [ } Reece u te 

The solicitor for the prosecution stated that any parson requiring bait must get 
them through fishermen, who are the only persons allowed to take them. He did not 
state that any anglers who procured them in: this way; would be proceeded against 
for having them in their possession. I regret to see the Conservancy’s-new superin- 
tendent ignoring our local local asssociation, as did his predecessor, , Ke 

I understand a meeting of the society is to be held, and the matter-discussed, as it 
affects every Thames angler—rich or poor; and I hope to see their opinion of these 
by-laws laid before your readers. i 4 ity 

Apologising for the length of my letter, which must bea trespass on your valuable 
space,—I am, &c., PR vy 

21, Park-street, Windsor, . Augustus H, WRIGHT, 

[ We have no doubt Mr. Wright kept the undersized fish for the purpose of using 
them as bait; and, if it is true, as he says, or jinfers, that the Conservators never 
examine the takes of punt anglers, then his is certainly a hard case. On the other 
hand, the valuable law against the taking of undersized fish would become a dead 
letter if every angler who was found to have undersized fish in his possession could 
evade the consequences by saying he had taken them to use as bait.—ED. | on 








FISH IN THE TANK .OF,A RAILWAY. ENGINE. it 
Sr1r,—May I call your attention, ‘and that of. your readers, to a rather curious 
circumstance? I have this day received a letter from Mr. Fred. Warr, the locomotive 
superintendent for the Great Northern Railway at Hitchin, to the effect that in 
cleaning out one of the engine tenders the men came acress three fish, each 5in, in 
length, . We hear of eels in water-pipes, but fish in the.tender of a locomotive: must 
be rather a curiosity ; furthermore, the fish in question arealive and ina small pond, 
Can any of your readers account for this? As a fisherman, I imagine the spawn 
must have found its way into the tender by means of the water-crane, and the con- 
stant rocking of the tender when the engine has been running hatched such spawn, 
Anyway, it is a curiosity,—I am, Xc., dW oa hase 

138, Grosvenor Park-street, Nov. 3, _Frep. J, HEDGCocK. 
{This reminds us of George III, and-the mystery as to how the apples got inside 

the dumplings,—ED. | Se re ee 


_ Soles cannot be Softened by Immersion in Water. ( 


Nov. 5, 1887. 


. PROTECTION OF THE SEVERN, 

S1r,—I have to thank Mr, Lacroix very sincerely for his letter in yours of the 
29th, wheré he acknowledges the united action of all the angling societies in the 
Severn Fishery District, in moving the S8.F.B. for the abolition of small-mesh nets 
from our beautiful river; also for his yery kind invitation to Birmingham, where 
I should have been glad to have met him ; but having been from business the early 
part of the week, I felt reluctantly compelled to stay athome. Still, I shall be glad 
to use every effort amongst the anglers in this district to further the objects of the 
meeting, Ihave also to acknowledge the welcome letter of Mr, Wingfield, who has 
taken an enormous amqunt of trouble in bringing the matter of small-mesh nets 
before the Board on sev@fal occasions and in working up evidence to place before the 
Chief Inspector of Fishtries at the recent inquiry at Worcester and Ironbridge, the 
§,S.A,S, sending a strong deputation to Ironbridge, and a representative to the meet- 
ing and iuquiry at Worcester, 

We have always found the 8.F.B. willing to do their utmost to accede to all 
reasonable requests made by either individual angling societies or to united effort, 
and as the by-law passed at last meeting has not entirely prohibited the use of 
small-mesh nets in this district, we have yet to wait, and hope the next meeting 
in January will pass the promised by-law for the Borough of Shrewsbury, and thus 
complete the by-law passed June, 1884, and entirely prohibit small-mesh nets from 
some miles of the best fish-producing water on the Severn. 

I cordially accept your suggestion, and should not have troubled you had your 
valuable paper been only a local one, as it is well known in this district that the 
efforts made by the 8,8,A.S., in conjunction with the several angling societies in the 
S.F.D., and of others who visit the Severn, have, during the last six years, done 
more to protect and preserve the interests of anglers generally than during any 
previous period,—I am, &c., J. H. Morris 
; (Treasurer §,8.A.8.), 





A NOTE FROM CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS. 


S1R,—William Neece, who resides near the Embarras River, has caught finer fish 
than any angler in this locality, On 2nd inst., he caught fifteen bass, largest 2lb. 
(yellow), smallest 120z.; four crappies, 80z. to 12oz. each ; two channel cat-fish, 
largest 41b., smallest 2lb. ; total catch, 21 fish ; total weight, 22lb. . 

On the 16th inst., Otto Weiss, Frederick Roderns, Charles Bishop, Henry 
Gramsley, Charles McCrory, and Joe Sandes were at the Embarras River, three 
miles distant east of the city, for a day’s recreation and angling. They caught forty 
bass (white and yellow), largest 14lb., smallest 120z.; five cat-fish, largest 14]b., 
smallest 120z.; eight crappies, 60z. to 120z.; total catch, 53, Baits used were 
minnows, Water very low and clear.—Yours, Xc., J. B, DAZEY, 

Box 305, Charleston, U.S,A., Oct, 21, 





PIKE-FISHING MATCH ON OULTON BROAD. 

S1r,—The Lowestoft and Oulton Angling Club hada pike match on Oulton Broad 
on the 27th October with the following results :—Twelve pike taken, largest fish 
12lb, ; total weight, 51lb, Seven members fished, five only weighing-in. Pike are 
now here in great force and well on the feed. A very large quantity have been 
taken during the last month, many of the fish weighing 8, 10, and 12lb., and there 
have not been many rods at work.—I am, &c., 


The Wherry Hotel, Oulton Broad, Nov, 3rd. GEO, MASON. 
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ROUGH NOTES OF NATURAL HISTORY IN NORFOLK AND 
THE EASTERN COUNTIES.* 


THE lines of “H. M. L.” have fallen in pleasant places. His old 
home, he says, is admirably situated for recreation and the study of 
natural history, and, his nature has been happily adapted to his 
surroundings. He has pleasantly occupied himself for years in 
making these rough notes respecting fish, birds, reptiles, insects, 
and animals, the result being a collection of anecdotes and valu- 
able information on all subjects connected with natural history, 
which will be found very attractive and fascinating reading for all 
—young or old—who have any love of nature in them. Herring- 
fleet is a place where every month in the year has its manly pastime. 
Yachting, fishing, shooting, decoying, and hunting have all in their 
turn found healthy amusement for the enthusiast. We are told 
much about ducks, geese, decoys, herons, and heronries. The sad 
end of one of them was brought about in a curious way. The 
squire and a cottager living close to the heronry had a quarrel. To 
be revenged on the squire, the cottager made a large bonfire in his 
garden, and whenever the wind was favourable, used to throw large 
quantities of assafcetida into the flames, thus causing a most 
horrible stench, which blew right across the decoy. The birds 
would not, or could not, stand it, and so deserted the spot for ever. 
We are told of a codfish which had swallowed a full-grown baby (!), 
of enormous pike, and other fish; of the sea-serpent—in which 
“H. M, L.” is an ardent believer, and adduces good argument for his 
belief. The anecdotes of birds are new and original. To fetch 
pigeon’s milk need no longer be regarded as an April fool’s 
errand, for it seems to be quite true that pigeons carry milk in 
their breasts—not, however, for the outward nourishment of their 
young, but as material to aid digestion; and, knowing as we do 
the quantity of stuff a pigeon will swallow, it does not seem go 
strange that it should be provided with some such unusual assist- 
ance to get rid of the contents of its expanded crop. It would be 
easy to quote hundreds of amusing bits from this charming little 
book, but it would be unfair to do so. Let everyone who wishes 
to be amused and instructed in almost every branch of natural his- 
tory spend a shilling, and become the happy possessor of a book 


which will amply repay him by the pleasure that its perusal will 
afford. 





By “H.M,L.” (Jarrold and Sons, London and Norwich, 12mo. boards, 1s.) 








ANDERSONS 


IMPROVED ‘ 
BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. W4 "ERPROOF 


Guaranteed Waterproof. Price 42s. $ HO 0 Tl N G 
The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
Shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false C 0 ATS. 
elastic cuffs and storm-prooffiy. With the addition of 
our“ Bailey’? Apron makes a perfect Riding Waterproof. 
om SHOOTING 
LEGGINGS. 
GUN 
COVERS. 


BAGS. 
CARTRIDGE 


BAGS. 
GAME 
CARRIERS. 


CARTRIDGE 
BELTS. 


THIGH KNEE 
LEGGINGS. 


KNEE 
GUN 


\\ 
WAI GARE 
‘\ 





CAPS. 
Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


CASES. 
THE 


“TEST” 
FISHING BROGUES. 


(REGISTERED 89981.) 
See the Field, April 3rd, 1886, 





Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


WATERPROOFS. 


Fishing INVERNESS FISHING AND SHOOTING CAPE, 


TrousersGueranteed Waterproof. Prices, 24s. and 42s 


The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 
tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and, 


Fishing 
St ocking's has elastics to put arms through. 


Fishing 
Socks. 
Fishing’ 
Brogues. 
Fishing 
Boots. 
Fishing 
Bags. 
Fishing 
Rod 
Cases. 


Fishing’ 
Coats, 


Fishing 
Capes. 

Fishing 
Hats, 





Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


INDIARUBBER LEATHER-LINED 
FISHING and SNIPE SHOOTING 
THIGH ~ BOOTS. 


Ef? >) GIVE EXCELLENT WEAR. REQUIRE NO DRESSING 
ce MADE ALSO IN KNEE BOOTS. 


ALL SIZES KEPT READY IN STOCK. 





ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, ;7, 


Works; BOW ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 


QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C 
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A LARGE DEE SALMON.—SALMON DISEASE IN THE 
ABERDEENSHIRE RIVERS. 
OUR contributor, Mr. Murdoch, writes :—“ The Aberdeenshire 
Dee is to the front this year. On Saturday a fresh-run salmon of 
47|b.—the fish of the season so far—was caught by General Briggs 
on the Culter water, belonging to R. W. Duff, M.P, I hear of a fish 
of 42lb. having been taken from the Cruives water of the Don. 
Sure enough we are in for the disease ; already it has broken out 
in all our rivers. There is a great spread of it in the Don, and in 
the Dee a good many fish are in a bad way. Thank goodness a 
season, which for badness it will be bad to beat, is now ov.r. Let us 
hope the coming one will more than make up for it.” 
SEE LA a 


FISH CULTURE. 
Exrracrs from New Circular of Mr. T. Andrews, Westgate House, Guild- 
ford :— 

“ As the demand for Salmonide in the several stages is continually increasing, 
my hatching and rearing establishments are correspondingly enlarged, and I can 
now supply ova, fry, and yearlings in very large numbers, I have a fine stock 
of very larg2 fario and fontinalis, from which T shall take ova, and shall prob- 
ably lay down three to four millions in November and December. It will be 
seen on inspecting my price list that I place a higher value on the ova and 
fry from very large trout, as they produce a larger and stronger fish. Two new 
rearing ponds have been constructed this year, and I now rear from 60,000 to 
70,000 yearlings annually. The stock of two-year-old fish is limited, and as all 
orders are executed in rotation, it is advisable to order early, Water which 
already contains a few trout should be stocked with yearlings, on account of 
their immunity from many dangers to which fry are subject. For large rivers 
two-year-olds are recommended. Yearlings and larger fish will not be supplied 
later than April 30, as there is risk in transit when the weather becomes warm. 
Specimens of the different kinds of Salmonide can be seen (alive) at Guildford 
during the winter. The delivery alive of all fish is guaranteed ; but it is ex- 
pected that instructions with regard to meeting a certain train with a suitable 
conveyance will be strictly carried out. Special arrangements for conveying 
live fish have been made with all the railway companies. My yearling fish run 
from 4in. to Tin. long —THOMAS ANDREWS.” 

ET 


NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


(SpEctaLLy compiled for the Fisuing GazEeTTE by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 


Samurn Greaa Monce, of London, for “ Improvements in Fishing Rods.” 














TuE Worshipful Company of Skinners have granted a donation of £10 10s, to the 
funds of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. 











SONNING, NEAR READING. 


TO PIKE AND PERCH ANGLERS, 


One of the best spots on the Thames is SONNING (see Mr. Jardine’s articles), 
The Proprietor of the “ FRENCH HORN” (Mr. WM, HULL) is an Angler, and 
is always glad to see Anglers, Charges moderate. Mr, Hull is also proprietor of 
the “ Elephant ” Hotel, Pangbourne. 


TO PIKISTS.—THE WEEDS ARE DYING. 


Sabla ahh pee trviet eager ” nee eect ” for dinner, 
o Bait is so likely to temp e old sinner, 
As a Neatly Spun Medium Size JUBILEE SEFINNER. 


Pike Anglers, Don’t Delay, 
Write for What You Want ‘To-day. 


The Jubilee Spinner is the best bait for Pike made, ls. 6d. each. The Special Brace tor above, with 
non-spinning lead, ls. each. Good strong Pike Troiling Rods, brazed and ringed, 5s. 6d. each. 4in, 
Nottingham Best Hard Wood Trolling Reels, 2s. 6d. each. Best Pike Trolling Line, plaited, very strong, 
23, 6d. My New Special Gaff, made from best stee], needle-pointed, any size or any kind, splendidly 
8nished, and beautifully silver-plated, fit any handle A better Gaff than this cannot be made. Price 
23, 6d. each. Best Live Bait, ls. per doz. Send can by rail. Very best Live Bait Tackle, complete, 9d. 
each. Large Click Nets for bait catching, invaluable to clabs, £1 5s. each. 


CHAS. BINKS, MANUFACTURER, DAVYGATE, YORK. 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER. AN GL im R SS 


The Fisherman’s Paper. 
WISHING TO 


PURCHASE or DISPOSE 


Devoted Solely to Fishing and Fish 
Culture (28 Pages), 
Of SECUND-HAND or Other 
Fishing Rods, Baits, Lines, 





Seth Green, the eminent Fish Culturist, has 
editorial charge of the Fish Culture Department. 
By Mail, Post Free, per Annum 16 Shillings. 


PORTRAITS OF FISHES. 


At the request of many of our readers, we have 










struck off, on fine, gray-tinted Bristol board, 7 by 11 
inches each, a few copies of all the representative 
game fishes of American waters. They are sixty 
in number : twenty-three are engravings of those 
killed in fresh water, and thirty-seven of salt water. 
These portraits are printed with much care, and 
are invaluable to those wishing to make a study of 
American fishes. We will mail them, post free, at 
the following prices :— 

The Fresh Water Series (23 in number), 

The Salt Water Series (37 in number), for 16s 

The entire Series (60 in number). for £1 4s. 

Single copies, 6d. 

A handsome Portfolio, in hal Russia, with 
bevelled edges and stamped, n gilt, “ Fish 
Portraits,” made especially to hold a set of 
Lys will be mailed, post free on receipt 
of 6s. 

Send 6d.in Stamps for our Illustrated Catalogue 
of Angling books and specimen copy American 
Angler. 

Address: ANGLERS’ PUBLISHING CO. 

252, BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A. 


BIRD -STUFFER 


WANTED at once; Constant Employ- 
ment. None but a First-class Workman 
need apply. 


P. D, MALLOCH, High-street, Perth. 





Winches, Creels, Fishing Stock- 

ings, Brogues, Fly and Tackle 

Books, Bookson Angling, &c., &c., 
will find 


“THE BAZAAR” 


The Best Medium to 
Advertise in. 


Copy, WITH ALL PARTICULARS, MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM ANY NEWS AGENT, 


OFFICE, 170, STRAND, 
LONDON. 


SUPERIOR NOTTINGHAM REELS 


34in. Mahogany, Brass Fish Back... 48. 0d. 
34in. Mahogany, Brass Fish Back... 4s. 3d. 
4in, Mahogany, Brass Star Back... 48. 9d. 
4hin. Mahogany, Brass Star Back... 5s. 9d. 
5in. Mahogany, Brass Star Back... 6s. 9d. 
With Brass Check ls. 6d. extra. 
Splendid 5in. Centre Click 


SALMON REEL, 15s., worth 30s. 
CROFTS, 46, SUSSEX ST., NOTTINGHAM, 
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IMPORTANT TO SPORTSMEN, 





THE COMBINATION HEATING FLASK, 





















































ey 
ALPHA HAPH.—-Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 
” ” 2 ” 
BETA SHAPE —Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 


With Spirit Lamp and Drinking Cup Combined. 


“ Very useful.” 


—FISHING GAZKTTE, 





Sportsmen should never 
go out without one of 
Eaton’s Heating Flasks, 
It is very neat and com- 
pict, fits without incon- 
venience in pocket, and 
its contents can be 
readily heated in a few 
minutes, Invaluable to 
Anglers,  Bicyclists, 
Tourists, Travellers, 
Boating Parties, Doctors, 
and early risers. Used 
by many Thames 
Anglers. 


WY i 
a 


ul : 


el 
“\ 


2s, 3d. Free by 
. 4s. Od.{ Parcels Post on 
. 2a, 6d. receipt of 


4s, 3d.) Postage Stamps. 


» ” 2 ” eee oe oe 
Any of the above in Nickel or Hlectro-Plated to Order. AGENTS WANTED. 


E, EATON & CO., 28, MARTIN'S LANE, CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 





HUMPHRIES’ 


LIGHTNING SPINNER. 


This New Spinner has been most successfully tried this season. It does not kink the line. A 
deadly bait for Silmon, Trout, Pike, Perch, Chub, Bass, Mackerel}, &c. (Registered Nos. 82932 & 82933). 
Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FirHING GAZETTE, writes :—" Your Double Action Lightning 


Bait ought to have a big run, as there is no doubt it will. 


I can safely recommend it to all who use 


spinning baits ; the double action being very attractive.” 


Invented & Manufactured by ROB’. HUMPHRIES, 52, Seymour Plase, 
Bryanston Square, London, W. 


4-inch Pike Size, ‘ Double Action” Lightning Spinner, price 3s. 6d., post free. 


3-inch a “Single Action” ” 


OLD BAITS REPLATED AS NEW. 


if Bait is 
not approved of, 
AGENTS WANTED. 


» 28. 6a., ” 


i Money returned 








Also in Smailer Sizes for Perch, Trout, &c. 
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FISHINGS 


TO LET. 





MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, and is replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona. I.0.M.) 


DERBYSHIRE, 


MATLOCK AND GROMFORD 
ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


THE 


GREYHOUND HOTEL, 
CROMFORD, 


is most conveniently situated, being close to theriver 
Derwent (well stocked with Grayling and Trout). 


See “Red Spinner,” inthe Field of Sept. 3rd, 1887. 


For particulars apply to 
MATTHEW HILL, PROPRIETOR. 


TROUT and GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


The PROPRIETOR of the 


RADNORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, 


Presteign, Radnor, 


Offers SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION 
to Anglers and their Families, 
Charming Scenery and Health Resort. Posting. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating 4 

Visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
nae their wants known through the medium 
of the 














Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c, may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


Oulton Broad Fishery, 
LOWESTOFT. 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Fisheries Act.) 


Quarters, Wherry Hotel, Mutford 
Bridge. Beautifully situated. G. 
MASON, Proprietor, Established nearly 
a century. Boats, 2s,; full bait, 1s. ; 
men, 4s, per day. Terms for stopping 
visitors on application, Gravel and 
sandy soil. 


TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING, 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 

The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
of the stream, which is Well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will tind in the “ bosky dells ” of Coquet-. 
side an ample field for research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach, Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
particulars, address THE MANAGHRGSS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberland, 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING. 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 
N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable, The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. : 
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Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


LOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRDS EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. . 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx ”’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
sm EN D A Ly, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 

None Genuine unless bearing our name {§ Adlington & Hutchinson, } Kondal 

on Label. t or Hutchinson & Son., onde 
MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE. 








GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALI3- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 
orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 














ESTABLISHED 1745. 

FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and a!] 

Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d, 

per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 

Hooker, EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent for 

Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 

Fly Fishing. as used by some of the best Hampshire 

Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Eaton and Deller’s Rods, 
Messrs. Redpath and Co.'s 

Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rode. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 

sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks, This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 

selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 

Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 

Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 

PIKE and GENERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 

JS ESAS Bega By GB 0 sri 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


J 
HOLLAND $ 
other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
Lines, Reels, &c. Also for 
to Dress Them.’ G, H., having personal and practical knowledge of Fly- 
Month, s I | ES 

George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. : 

must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 

and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSORIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Oo., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland. 
» Six Months ” ” ”» ” ” 
»» Three Months ,, s > 23 F . 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
183, Fleet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 








TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


The Fishing Gazette. 











SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1887. 
THE HUNGERFORD FLY-FISHERS’ CLUB. 


IN a recent number of the Fie/d I noticed a paragraph in which 
just praise is bestowed on the Hungerford Fishing Club for their 
successful introduction of the grayling into those beautiful reaches 
of the Kennet which they preserve so admirably. Having, through 


your kindness and that of one of their secretaries, had several 
opportunities of visiting the Hungerford Club waters, I venture to 
trouble you with a few lines, not merely to indorse from my own 
observation the friendly remarks made by the correspondent of 
your able contemporary, but rather to point out that bis praise 
might, with perfect truth and justice, have been pitched a note 
higher. He speaks—I quote from memory—of the Hungerford 
preserves as likely “in two or three years’ time” to afford good 
grayling-fishing. Now, it is my belief—and I think I may claim 
an intimate acquaintance with some of the best grayling rivers 
—that this happy result has been already attained, and that there is now excel- 
lent grayling-fishing to be had in the waters of the Hungerford Club. And I 
call attention to this fact specially for the encouragement of other clubs and 
owners of private fisheries, who wish, but hesitate, to introduce that excellent 
autumn and winter fish, the grayling, into their respective waters. Hardly 
eight years, I think, have passed since the grayling was first brought by the 
club to Hungerford ; yet even a year ago there was a good head of well-grown 
fish, ranging certainly as high as 23lb., and I believe yet higher, and the 
stock was so abundant that the club had been enabled to supply large numbers 
of growing fish to other preserves. If I might hazard a guess at the cause 
which led the correspondent of the Field somewhat to underrate 
the actual numbers, I should attribute the low estimate to the 
very limited extent of shallow, owing to which the “shetts” are but 
rarely captured by fly fishers casting on the best stretches of water, where 
heavy trout and grayling dwell almost side byside. Grayling under the breeding 
age affect very different haunts from those in which the adult fish are almost 
invariably found. Their feeding-grounds are much like those of the salmon- 
parr—brisk, sparkling shallows, less than a foot in depth, where they rise freely 
at every passing fly. The mature grayling in large streams, on the other hand, 
gather in deeper, quieter fords, where the current moves steadily over bright 
sand or gravel, with a depth rarely under 18in. or above 4ft. Such fords 
abound in the full-flowing waters at Hungerford. 

I cannot close these remarks on the Hungerferd grayling without expressing 
my general admiration of the club waters, in which they have been so happily 
naturalised. Indeed, I have no hesitation in placing these waters among the 
very best preserves for fly-fishing to be found in Great Britain. Their exact 
extent I do not know, though, including all the branches, I should guess them at 
nearly 23 miles. But their character is such that a few hundred yards would 
on a fair day give ample scope for a single rod. The reason of this lies in the 
exceptional fulness of the Kennet, which appears not to have had its springs 
tapped as those of many other famous trout streams have been for the supply of 
great towns or factories. Even in the present distressingly dry year, when I 
have seen sundry favourite fishing haunts utterly marred by lack of water—nay, 
sadder still, miles of dry watercourse extending where, in happier days, I had 
revelled inthe “sweet succession” of stream and pool—the Hungerford Club waters 
have flowed comparatively freshand full. Insect life has been abundant, and both 
trout and grayling, numerous as they are, have maintained their size and con- 
dition. While Nature has thus done her part, good management has produced its 
proper results in a well-stocked and well-preserved water. The head keeper, Mr. 
Wallace, is a man worth knowing and noting. You perceive at the first sight of 
his powerful, yet active, figure that he is not one to be trifled with in the execu- 
tion of his duty ; on further acquaintance you find him a highly intelligent 
man, an enthusiast in the fly-fisher’s art, and alive to all the latest moves in 
pisciculture. 

With the personnel of the Hungerford Club I am acquainted only through the 
list of members. Many of the names on that list are, however, well known as 
those not merely of skilful anglers, but of men whom Dr. Johnson himself, 
despite his prejudices against an art of which he knew nothing, would have 
recognised as thoroughly ‘ club-able.” 

I must not close these remarks without acknowledging the debt which I owe 
to one of the hon. secretaries, Mr. H. Collins (to whose exertions the great 
prosperity of the club is chiefly due), for his courtesy, not only in affording me 
large access to the club waters, but also in supplying me with just the informa- 
tion I wanted to facilitate my visit. I had almost been tempted to trespass 
further on his kindness for a November day among the grayling ; but, alas ! 
though not rheumatic, I cannot wholly dismiss the fear of becoming so, and 
though the present rains are most seasonable for recruiting wur springs, they are 
all too chilly for one whose spring and summer are both past. 


H. R. FRANCIs. 





PIKEING PRECEPTS. 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIK&. 


By A. G. JARDINY, 
(Continued from page 276.) 

SHIPLAKE LOCK and Mill, its bye-streams and backwaters, have now 
been passed, and just below, on the B-_rkshire side, the Loddon joins 
the Thames. This affluent has its source in North Hampshire, near 
Basingstoke, flowing in its course by Strathfieldsaye (where, during 
the late Duke of Wellington’s life, trout culture was successfully 
carried on, but abandoned after his death). Thence, meandering by 
Swallowfield and Bearwood Park, where it supplies the lake, and 
receiving many small streams which swell its waters, it reaches 
Loddon Bridge, near Reading, where comfortable lodgings can be 
obtained at the inn kept by “ mine host,” A. C. Critchfield, who is 
a jolly fellow and a good angler. 

The fishing here is excellent, being carefully preserved by the landlord. Pike 
and perch are plentiful ; also chub and tench. OF the latter fish some large 
catches have been made this autumn, and pike of respectable dimensions taken 
by London anglers. The Loddon then flows by Twyford, where there is a 
station on the G.W. Railway, till it reaches the ‘'hames below Shiplake Lock. 
Half a mile further down, on the same side of the river, at Wargrave, is the 
George and Dragon Hotel, kept by the Wyatts, who are the fishermen of the 
district, where punts and excellent accommodation can be obtained. ; 

Just below Wargrave is “‘ Marsh island,” formed by the Thames on one side, 
and on the other by ‘‘ Hennerton Backwater,” also known as “ Wargrave Stream.” 
For more than a mile this effluent flows parallel with the road to Henley, and is 
an exceedingly pretty place in summer, its pools being covered with water lilies, 
which make it a favourite place with the fair sex when boating on this part of 
the river. 

Near “‘ Bolney Court,” Oxfordshire side, is a fine cluster of islands, with con- 
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siderable growths of sedges, lilies, and other kinds of river. vegetation ; being 
somewhat out of the navigation, and consequently not much disturbed, there is 
capital fishing to be obtained among these “ eyots.” Moreover, as steam-launches 
and pleasure-boats are now fast disappearing from the river, with the simul 
taneous decay of weeds, November is a favourable month for the pike ‘and 
perch angler to visit these portions of the Thames, and others. I’) have lately 
described. Such undisturbed retreats will be best “fished” by deftly dropping 
a paternoster baited with gudgeon, or a small dace in preference, between the 
weeds, and into those “clearings” in the “aquatic. forests ” which. the practised 
eye of an angler will always detect. ath 

Near here is “ Beggar’s Hole ’—a very good place for perch, also pike ; and 
chub-fishing is excellent about this locality. In the right-hand corner ef the 
next bend, Hennerton Backwater rejoins the main river, which here flows in 
wider volume under the richly-wooded cliffs of Park Place, that now arrest the 
notice of the angler. 

At the base of them is a picturesque Gothic boat-house, where visitors may 
land who have obtained the privilege—but seldom refused—of inspecting the 
Druidical Temple and other objects of interest about the park, and the mansion 
of Franco-Italian architecture, situated on a commanding eminence, 300ft. above 
the level of the river, and surrounded by nearly a thousand acres of finely- 
timbered hills and dales. 

At the long wooden bridge, by Marsh Lock—where the barge-horses cross the 
river nearly to the further bank, and back again to the Oxfordshire side—the 
water alternates in deeps and shallows, and from this bridge excellent fishing 
is often to be had in summer and autumn. . 

The fine old weir has disappeared, and a more modern erection near the paper 
mill:does duty for it, in the channel to which large barbel congregate, and are 
occasionally caught. This old weir was a. favourite spot with trout-fishermen, 
and many a 10lb. S. furio has here given up the ghost, lured to destruction 
by a “bleak” daintily “spun ” near his dwelling, close to the water-worn “ camp- 
sheathings.” 

Here and there, in the mile of river between Marsh Lock and Henley, is 
fair winter fishing ; but its proximity to the town renders it of little account 
during the boating season. E 

Henley Bridge is a handsome stone ‘structure of five arches, the centre one 
having its ‘‘key-stones” ornamented by allegorical masks of Thames and Isis, 
with their faces entwined in water-weeds and bulrushes, looking disconsolate at 
having been “‘chiselled” by the Hon. Mrs. Damer.’* ‘The. hotels at Henley are 
the Angel, Red Lion, and Royal, all close to the river’; also the Catherine 
Wheel and White Hart, in the town. The fishermen are Parrott, Neal, 
Vaughan, &c. 

Hard by Fawley Court, about a mile below the bridge, is the division between 
Oxon and Bucks. Opposite is Remenham, whence down to Hambledon Lock is 
capital pike water ; and among the islands adjacent, also up towards the Mill, in 
the pools, a fair lot of trout have been caught with artificial fly in recent 
seasons, and occasionally a large one ‘‘spinning.” 

From Wargrave, on past Henley, and -to within half a mile of Hambledon 
Lock, the course of the Thames is nearly due North; then S.. to Culham 
Court ; thence varying E. and N.E. all the way to Spade Oxrk Ferry; a distance 
altogether of about 15 miles, following the windings of the river. 

The water from Hambledon to Medmenham is deep and ‘pikey,” holding 
good store of those fish ; also perch and chub are plentiful at Culham Hel-bucks 
and eyots, which are passed on the way down stream. 

A comfortable place to stay at is the Ferry Hotel, close to Medmenham Abbey, 
a picturesque ruin embowered in trees, the ‘‘foundation” of it dating back to 
the year 1204, its “annexation” to Bisham Abbey taking place in 1536. The 
fishing about here, and on to the weir at Hurley, a mile below, is excellent ; in 
fact, the angler is now getting almost ‘“‘ within hail” of Marlow-on-Thames, one 
of the best fishing stations on the river; but many choice places exist on the 
way to Marlow, and as they are well worth patient trial, being noted places for 
pike and perch, I shall describe them in my next article 


(To be continued.) 





ANGLING OBSERVATIONS ON THE NETHER DON, 
By A. G. JAMIESON, M.A., Aberdeen. 
(Continued from p. 267.) 


THE next stream, as we ascend, is the “ Weir Stream,” between the 
Old and New Brigs, and, being on an incline, it flows with great 
rapidity at low tide. It has a rough, stony bottom, covered with a 
rich growth of Fuci, thus forming an admirable abode for the 
development and growth of some of the smaller Crustacea. Most 
of the finnocks which I killed in this stream contained large 
quantities of the Amphipod, Talitrus locusta (common sandhopper), 
which forms a very dainty bill of fare at all seasons of, the year. 
The stony bottom naturally encourages the growth of aquatic plants, which in 
turn gives rise to supplies of aquatic insects, thus furnishing a good feeding- 
ground, and hence the trout, being better fed, are more difficult to catch. Owing 
to their better nourishment they seem stronger, and show more pluck and 
brilliant play than those caught below the New Brig. The Red Tube, Devon- 
shire, or Creeper are sure to reward the angler with a fish ortwo. Atthe top of 
the stream is a portion of still water known as “the Flat "—a favourite resort 
for finnocks, and with a good breeze on you are sure of some nice fish ; they 
have a much more healthy and clean appearance than those taken from the lower 
parts. Itisacurious fact that for the last three or four years few finnocks or 
sea-trout have been killed much about this point. Take the present season. 
Although I fished the upper portions of ‘the tidal water, I got nearly all my 
trout between the Flat and the sea. Other anglers have also found this to be the 
case. What does this point to, but to the fact that there must be some cause 
or causes influencing the movements of these fish? Iam inclined to believe that 
they came in and out with the tides. Why did they not ascend to the upper 
reaches of the river? On several occasions, during fairly good spates, they had 
ample opportunity of doing so ; but still they preferred remaining near the sea. 
To explain this a twofold cause may be advanced—viz:, “ That of pollution by 
mill refuse as affecting (1) the fish themselves, (2) their food.” 

(1) As Affecting the Fish—I know no lower portion of any Northern river 
that has so much deleterious mill refuse thrown into it as that of the Don. 





* Anne Seymour Damer was a lover of ‘art and a skilful sculptress ; she died in 
1828, Her father, General Conway, resided at, and greatly embellished, Park 
Place ; hence her contribution to the bridge, Her mother was the only daughter of 
the fourth Duke of Argyle, 








About half a mile from the commencement of the Nether Don stands the large 
Grandholm tweed manufactory, and close on its heels are the huge paper-works. 
There are many others further up ; but these will serve as examples. The water 
during one part of the day will be of a dirty, soapy grey ; at another, of a dark, 
inky hue, with immense oil globules bursting here and there over the surface. 
Well may the stranger, on seeing such, exclaim, ‘‘ How can fish possibly exist in 
such water?” Still, this deleterious matter does not kill the fish outright at 
once. No; it isa case of slow poisoning. The fish at first stands it for a while, 
then sickens, and, gradually getting weaker, it is washed down, and, .in all 
probability, will be found at the edge of the water some good distance from the 
actual source of the poison. To take a case inpoint. While fishing for salmon 
in the “Seaton Hole ” about three weeks ago, [heard a spluttering noise behind 
me, and, on looking round, Isawa large yellow trout (Salmo fario) lying on its 
side, and gasping with its head out of the water. I easily seized hold of it, 
and, after killing it, spent some time in examination. It weighed 1}b., and was 
a pretty trout to look at; but the gills had lost their crimson blood colour, and 
were clogged with a coffee-brown fibrous substance, and the coats of the 
alimentary tract had lost» much of their normal thickness, both of which facts 
indicating that this poisonous material had interfered sadly with its respiration 
and nutrition. The fibrous substance results from the washing of jute, and falls 
to the bottom as a thick, brown, slimy sediment, and, besides causing such 
terrible destruction to fish, it is a perfect nuisance to anglers fishing with 
minnow or worm, as such baits are constantly getting entangled in its meshes. 
It is very fond of attaching itself to a stony bottom, and in dry seasons consti- 
tutes a layer of considerable depth. Will not this account for much of the 
disease amongst the Salmonide ? Hardly one yellow trout taken on the Nether 
Don but exhibits partial loss of fins, and especially the caudal or tail fin. May 
not this also’favour the growth of the now so prevalent salmon fungoid disease 
(Saproleqnia ferax) ? 

(2) As Affecting their Food.—A clean river-bed will afforda healthy stratum 
for the growth and development of fish-food. Again, we know fish-food to be 
composed of some vertebrate and many invertebrate forms, These also require 
healthy and suitable surroundings. ‘The noxious effect of this mill refuse on 
the fish-food must therefore be very great, especially the waste products of the 
paper-mills. By the time it has reached the Uld Brig it has lost much of its 
virulence, and then the influence of the tides comes into play. Hach tide brings 
in its saline water to mingle with the fresh ingredient of the river, and in doing 
so undoubtedly carries in with it many of the marine fuuna, which must bea 
great inducement to make the finnocks what we may call ‘in and out-going 
tidal fish.” 

It is surely high time that stringent measures were taken to check the progress 
of pollution, which has already converted many of our streams into mere sewers. 
It is a blessing that the folks of auld Aberdeen are not dependent on the Don 
for a water supply ; if they were, a pretty process of filtering would have to be 
undergone. Surely water that is unfit, unattractive, and unwholesome for 
human use, is also so for the noblest of families, “ the British Salmonide.” 


(To be continued.) 





MOTHER NATURE’S INVOCATION. TO “THE DOVE” 


ON ITS BIRTH. 


LIE in my hand, thou gentle ‘“ Dove,” 
And I shall fill thy soul with love ; 

I grant thee peace and world-long life, 
Far from the city’s din and sirife. 


By pastures green and quiet woods, 
In sunshine sleep, or roar in floods, 
Past beetling crag and wooded hill, 
Flow on, beloved, and fear no ill. 


Be thine the Wizard’s subtle power, 
And beauty be thy earthly dower ; 

To thee the trees will bow their heads, 
And Flora hail thee from the meads. 


Care-laden man, oh, should he flee 
From cities’ toil and come to thee, 
Kinchantress prove, nor let him part 
From thee, till thow hast soothed his heart. 


Beneath some awful cross, if he 

A pilgrim to thy shrine should be, 
Prove thou to him physician, friend, 
And bring his sorrows to an end, 


For those who dwell within the Dale 

3 Give them sweet joys that never fail, 
And grant such wisdom as is meet 
For all who worship at MY feet. 

x * * * * * * 
Lie in the hollow of my hand ! 
Throwing soft glamour o’er the land, 
From age to age, blessing and blest, 
And find, in Paradise, THY vest. 
NEMO. 





TWO FISH PAINTINGS BY ROLFE. 


MESSRS. WATSON AND HANCOCK, fishing-tackle makers, 308, High 
Holborn, are exhibiting for sale two very fine oil paintings by that 
celebrated fish painter, the late H. L. Rolfe. The subjects are “A 
Leap for Life,” representing a pike after a dace; and “Salmon, 
Trout, and Grayling.” Price per pair, fifty guineas. Amateurs of 
fish paintings should certainly see these pictures, 








FY Dr. SHERIDAN MUSPRATT, F.R.S.H., M.R.I.A,. F.0.8., writing on Alcohol in the year 1860, says :— 

THE BUSHMILLS—this spirit issaid by many to claim pre-eminence over all others in the same 
manner that genuine Hollands is considered superior to any Gins made in this country.” All orders to 
be addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co., Limited, 1, Hill-strect, Belfast, 
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BOB’S BIG TROUT. 


I OFTEN pity those unfortunate individuals who are not anglers. 
I even goso far in my egotism as to think it impossible that any 
other sport or amusement can afford their votaries the pleasure and 
enjoyment which a successful day’s fishing does. And what agrand 
leveller the gentle craft is! There is no ceremony at the pleasant 
waterside ; the best man there is he who catches the most fish, no 
matter how humble in rank he maybe. And then areal good day’s 
sport—how we can store it in our memories, and at times take it 
down, con it over, and in imagination catch them again. 

Or if you are troubled with sleeplessness, then you can conjure to your rest- 
less minds that one particular stretch of charming riverside—your favourite 
swim—and there, with visionary rod in hand, deftly drop your tackle into its 
fishy-looking depths, with half-closed eyes dreamily following your sprightly 
little float till, in imagination, it bobs with a seeming reluctance to betray the 
little scaly sprite whom you can almost persuade yourself is swimming beneath. 
A few swims down and that little float might bob in reality as fast and furious 
as it likes for all you would know or care, for your harmless little conceit will 
have accomplished its purpose and enticed you into a sound sleep, where, maybe, 
if you are an habitual dreamer, your sleeping visionary power will still show 
fancied prowess in your favourite sport. 

The end of last summer I had a letter from an old schoolfellow of mine, 
which ran, as near as I can now remember, something like the following :— 

“ Dear Johnny,—Pack up your fishing traps and come down at once. There’s 
a corner in trout, and yours truly is in the know. In haste—Bos. P.S.—Bring 
something devilish strong.” 

To speak candidly, I attached very little importance to the above missive, 
partly because I was no stranger to Master Bob’s exaggeratory of old, and 
partly because that in the matter of augling he knew very little, and had never 
handled a rod but once in his life. But that once! Ihave never forgotten it, 
and I feel pretty sure Bob hasn’t either. 

It was this way. When Bob and I were about nine and ten years old re- 
spectively and went to school together, in varying the monotony of our school 
attendance one day by one of those stolen holidays which, I believe, is more 
familiarly known amongst schoolboys as “playing the wag,” we saw a man 
catch a large pike, and noticed what fun if; seemed to be winding the line in and 
letting it out whilst playing the fish, and we both seriously made up our minds 
to have a try and see what it was like; but as it seemed to us to be a difficult 
matter to obtain a legitimate run by catching a fish, we made the following 
arrangement :—Bob’s father was a salmon-fisherman, and we planned this way : 
Bob was to borrow his father’s rod, winch, and a large, strong hook, and I was 
to entice a little bull terrier pup which resided next door into our back garden. 
He was then to be hooked in some portion of his anatomy which we thought 
would hurt him the least, and we were to take it in turns holding the rod and 
playing the pup, whilst the other chevied him about to make him run well. 
This charming programme so excited our youthful imagination that I do not 
believe either of us slept a wink all the night preceding the morning which 
was to afford us so much supposed sport, and, for the matter of 
that, I do not suppose the pup would have done either could he 
have guessed what a treat was in store for him next morning. After breakfast 
the next day Bob duly performed his part of the contract, and brought the rod, 
hook, and line, as promised ; and I, on my part, being an old friend of the 
pup’s, had no difficulty in getting him to accompany me to a meadowclose to 
the river, which ‘we decided would be better than the backyard in case our 
yictim—or, as we considered more properly, our colleague—turned out unusually 
lively. Arrived at the scene of action, Bob put the rod together and got every- 
thing ready. The pup was very quiet, and seemed mighty curious and intensely 
interested in the proceedings ; but apparently betrayed no suspicions of the 
réle he was intended to act. It now became a matter of grave argument 
between Bob and myself as to whether it would be best to hook him in the 
head or in the tail. Bob was in favour of his head. I thought the tail best, as 
affording him better scope to exert himself. This latter suggestion was ulti- 
mately voted for by both, and we tossed for innings, the lucky winner to have 
the privilege of holding the rod first. Bob won (subsequent events made me 
very glad I didn’t), and grasped the rod ; I slipped the hook well into some nobbly 
part of the animal’s tail, and asked Bob if he was ready. He said he was ; 
then I started to chevy, and——. Well, the only running done that morning 
was done by Bob and myself, and when we ultimately got away from what I 
consider to this day was one of the warmest corners I was ever in in my life, 
we compared damages, and Bob’s calf was minus about half a pound of good solid 
flesh, and, as for myself, about half a leg and two brace buttons were all that 
remained to remind me that I came out in the morning with a moderately 
respectable pair of pants on ; and the last recollection I have of that event is, 
when on momentarily turning back in my flight to see if Bob was following, 
the vision of a dog sitting on its haunches, and assiduously licking his hind 
quarters as hard as he could lick. 

Well, I caught the 5.30 train, and reached B——, where Bob lived. About 
half-past six I was warmly welcomed by Mrs. Bob and the children, had my tea, 
and after that my old chum and myself adjourned to another room, whilst the 
good lady put the children to bed. Bob now unfolded to me the meaning of 
the letter he had sent me,and wound up his graphic description of the doings of 
an enormous trout which he had seen constantly feeding in one spot in the river, 
which I well knew did contain some good fish, by saying— 

“ Johnnie, my boy, if he’s an ounce, he’s 71b. or 8lb.,and T'll come to-morrow 
with you, and help to catch him.” 

“ But Bob,” I ventured to remark, “are you sure it’s a trout?” 

“ Do you think I don’t know a trout when I see one?” he asked indignantly. 

Well, speaking confidently, I didn’t think he did, my impression of Bob’s 
piscatorial knowledge making me think it quite possible that a jack orany other 
fish -were all the same to Bob. However, I would not have hurt 
Bob’s feelings for any consideration, so gravely told him I had always 
considered him the greatest living authority in the theoretical part, of 
all matters appertaining to the gentle craft, and that I felt morally certain he 
only needed a little practice to become a big bug amongst the angling commu- 
nity. This completely pacified him, and he told me the following angling 
incident, which had happened a short time since in the neighbourhood. 

There was an old fisherman living near the river who let himself and his punt 
to intending anglers at so much a day ; when he was too busy to attend to this, 
his son—a fine young fellow of about nineteen; and a thorough fisherman— 
took his place. ‘There was a lady extremely fond of barbel-fishing who came down 
from town twice a week and hired the old man’s punt with the services of the 
son, to whom she seemed extremely partial, and had promised him that if ever 
she caught a 10lb. barbel when he was with her that she would present him 
with a ten-pound note. Many and many a day’s barbel-fishing had young 


Billings done with this lady, but no signs of either the fish or the money 








seemed forthcoming. One day, however, he mentioned her promise to the old 
man, and they consulted together as to the best means to make their fair patron 
catch that fish, and give them the promised reward. Accordingly, old Billings, 
after some trouble, obtained a live barbel a little over 101b. in weight, for which 


he paid fifteen shillings. This was duly deposited in the well of 
the punt previous to the next fishing excursion, and carefully 
kept dark till the required time. As they had arranged to 


to “whack” the ten pounds between them, they both accompanied the lady to the 
baited swim. However, things were very quiet all the morning, and not a nibble 
of any description rewarded their efforts ; but as it was customary for their fair 
visitor to indulge in a quiet nap in the fore part of the punt after lunch, they 
waited till that time came, and whilst her ladyship was fast asleep, the old man 
noiselessly withdrew the tackle, hooked master barbel well on, and quietly 
dropped him overboard. A momentary interval was allowed, and then young 
Billings, in a joyous shout, announced, ‘‘ A bite, ma’am!a bite!” Up the lady 
sprang, seized the rod, and strove with that barbel as only a woman could. 
Twice it was turned and brought very near to the landing-net, which young 
Billings itched to place beneath it; but, no—away it went again, and fought 
and disputed, inch by inch, the encroachment the winch was making in its seem- 
ing allotted existence. At last her ladyship could bear it no longer ; the slow 
work of reeling in seemed too much for her excited patience, and throwing 
down her rod, she nervously jerked the line in, hand over hand, and before 
either could prevent her, she grasped the line as short as possible, and 
tried to induce the fish to resume its former quarters in the 
punt by swinging it in holus-bolus, ‘And then those two arch con- 
spirators had the mortification of seeing that fish for one brief moment in 
mid-air, and the next an angry lash of the tail’from their disappearing victim 
and a broken line in her ladyship’s hands, were all that remained of fifteen “‘ bob” 
and a 10lb. barbel, hopelessly lost through the over-impatience of their fair 
patron. But, as Bob remarked solacingly to the enraged old man as they went 
home, “ Never mind, dad, we'll try again, and give her something stronger to 
pull with next time.” To which the old man replied : “ It’ll have to be a d—— 
thick clothes-line then, and the fish knocked on the head before it’s thrown in.” 

Next morning found us at the river ; it was just clearing after a heavy flood, 
and the water was well coloured. I ledgered with a worm. My chum lolled 
by my side alternately bantering me as to the extreme probability of my ever 
catching that fish, and expressing his firm conviction that fishing was a very easy 
every-day matter which any juggins (I use his own term) could easily do. Dinner 
time came ; no luck—so we adjourned to the house and stayed till the early part 
of the evening, when we came outagain. To my astonishment my companion 
brought with him a stout pole, and composedly informed me that, as fishing 
seemed so cussedly easy, he’d be hanged if he wouldn’t have a go himself. 

His rod, which further examination on my part proved to be a longish and 
very stout bean stick, with about five yards of very thick water cord, completed 
his outfit ; he borrowed a hook from me, and I purposely gav3 him the most 
clumsy specimen I could find to harmonise with the rest of his outfit. A bullet, 
more like an infant clock-weight than a respectable ledger-lead, was then actually 
tied about 3ft. from the hook, upon which an immense lob was impaled in any- 
thing but an artistic manner, and then in it was pitched. I begged him not to 
disturb the water by pulling it out, and he promised to let it lie there till he 
got a bite. I gave up all idea and hopes of doing anything for at least an hour 
to come after the terrible bombardment the clock-weight had inflicted upon the 
surface of the stream ; and after getting my own light leger in sat down and 
waited till the water should have recovered its normal condition. Hardly had 
I made myself comfortable before Bob dashed to his bean-pole, seized it, and 
struggled for an instant, and the next moment a slimy, scaly form socked me 
square round the face, and knocked me down again into the recumbent position 
from which I wasrising. When I recovered, there stood Bob, proudly gazing 
with an air of victory upon a glorious trout of about 6lb. weight, which was 
kicking upon the grassy bank, apparently as much astonished as anyone at its 
summary ejection from its native element. 

My first feeling upon recovering was one of sincere gratitude that Bob’s 
modest ledger had not struck me instead of the fish ; if it had, I feel positively 
convinced that, from the manner in which Bob struck, it would have brained 
me on the spot. Bob became unbearable after this. His airs of superiority 
upon everything to do with angling are wonderful, and he patronises me greatly 
since he caught that trout, and Iam sure that ever since then his prevailing 
idea of the tackle necessary to catch fish is embodied in the following articles— 
a bean pole, a clock-weight, and a miniature gaff, and maybe a worm ; and 
although my old chum is the best-hearted and dearest old chap that ever lived, 
and the cheeriest companion a man could wish for to pass a pleasant evening 
with, yet I'll be hanged if I ever go out fishing again with him under any con- 
sideration. JOHNNY CHarT. 








ANGLING FOR BREAM. 


In my humble opinion, the two best methods in river-fishing for 
bream is either to light-ledger, or take them tight-corking ; for in 


the latter plan, whilst putting a slight pressure upon the float until 
it reaches the spot where you intend it to be held (the line being 
kept well out of the water), you can allow it to travel gently down 
inch by inch, precisely the same as when fishing for roach and 
dace, &c., thus giving bream every opportunity of taking the bait, which they 
often prefer to do when it is thus working down the stream. And if the float is 
properly shotted—that is to say, the shots always being the widest apart nearest 
to the hook where the stream is the slowest, the last shot being 9in. or 12in. 
from the bait—and when carefully paying out line with the thumb and fore- 
finger of theright hand (the rod being held in the left, for I strike with the 
left), a gentle, steady stream will always work the bait down to any reason- 
able distance, say from 12 to 20 yards ; in this case the weight and float should 
suit the stream to a nicety, and the bottom should be level and free from all 
obstructions. I need scarcely tell you that in nine cases out of ten the places 
bream most affect can easily be fished with a pelican or swan quill, and, as a 
rule, should carry sufficient weight or shots to sink the float, for in spite of 
this, the pull or pressure will keep its nose out of the water, both when in the 
act of travelling, and.especially after it has reached its destination. : 
The size of the sinkers or weight and the depth to be fished must aie 
depend upon the force of the stream. It is of no great consequence what dept 
you put the float in swift, heavy streams (say, as deep again as the swim), pro- 
viding the nose of the float is kept out of the water and the bait well down ; 
but when stret-pegging for roach, &c., in a gentle, lazy current, if you can fish 
with asmall goose quill float and only three shots, the bottom shot resting on the 
ground, and being about as large again as those above it, then I see no reason 
for using a great corking float, quite large enough to tight-cork for barbel in a 
heavy, swift stream ; for never forget that you can always strike a fish far easier 


Nov. 12, 1887. 















































when using a quill, and ihe smaller the quill the better you can strike. If this 
were not the case, you might just as well have a float as large as a carrot—say, 
the “ Hollyberry ” or “ Detector” float, anabsurd invention. This float was con- 
structed to enable the angler to detect a bite in rough, wavy water—that is to 
say, on the disappearance of the red ball or signal down the mouth of the float, 
if I may be allowed the expression. 

No thanks, Mr. Editor. In my last, you say in a foot-note, “ We think it is 
better to wait until the float goes under, or glides along the surface.” I think 
there can be no doubt about it ; but “ would you be surprised to hear” I have 
been given to understand that bream are in the habit of taking their food with 
their tails towards the surface? Very good. After seizing the bait, they drop 
their tails and rise (as stated) ; but when in the act of rising with the bait, the 
moment they feel the resistance of the shot or shots the float falls flat, and that 
is the time they blow the bait out of their mouths. And, mark! you ought to 
strike before they have a chance to blow out the bait—that is to say, the instant 
the float falls flat. 

This is an argument against us, Mr. Editor, and may be the true reason why 
so many bites are missed on these occasions ; on the other hand, it appears to 
me that this individual has not gone quite deep enough into the subject, because 
I feel convinced that bream, like roach and some other fish, possess the power 
of rising and laying the float flat without having the baitin their mou ths, and, under 
these circumstances, how absurd it is to expect to hook a fish! Again, if you 
wait long enough, many bream will run with the float (similar to rudd), even 
after it has been laid flat, thereby proving that, in these cases at all events, the 
weight of the shots has xo influence on their biting, and though there can be no 
doubt that you may often hook a fish when the float falls flat, the better plan 
is to wait until it either goes under or glides along the surface, for then you are 
almost certain of securing your fish. A. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE STRULE, CO. TYRONE. 


OMAGH, one of the neatest towns in the North of Ireland, remark- 
able for the variety and capabilities of its shops, and the exclusiveness 
and officialism of its society, stands at the head of this river. The 
Camoen and Drumragh join waters in the town, and, after winding 
about, leave it under the above name. Two miles lower down the 
Fairy water falls in on the west bank. This would be a splendid 
trout stream were it not for periodical netting. Five miles lower, 
the Munterloney comes in from the N.E.; and from the meeting 
of these waters the Strule becomes the Mourne. 

Again, two miles down, the Derg flows in on the Donegal side ; but the 
Mourne it is until Strabane is reached, when it becomes tidal and known as the 
Foyle, blending with the sea in the Lough of that name the vent of several 
other streams. I propose attempting to describe that portion of the river known 
as the Strule, and its parents the Camoen and Drumragh ; and as salmon do not 
ascend from the Lough, even under the most favourable combination of wind 
and water, until June, and remain there for some two months longer below 
Omagh, I shall deal with them more from a trout-fisherman’s point of view, 
merely remarking en passant that if August and September be wet the Camoen 
should be well stocked with salmon. 

Angling commences on the Ist of April and closes the 1st November. As 
good rooms as any to be found in England may be had in Omagh for 10s. per 
week with attendance, or there is the choice of two first-class large hotels, and 
of several smaller ones. April, May, and June are the best months. During the 
first two the sport to be had on the Camoen is splendid, and it is a far more 
interesting river than its companion, being made up of streams, currents, falls, 
and pools, in some places thickly strewn with rocks. The Drumragh is the 
reverse of this, and has very little broken water. The trout, although fewer in 


number, are far finer specimens, both outwardly and inwardly, than the Camoen 


fish. However, I paid little attention to them, for the least rain dirties the 
water, and it is uncomfortable to be unable to see the bottom when wading. If 
the angler uses waders he will be able to fish either river with a 12ft. rod ; also 
they are of great use in enabling one to fish the far side pools, as shallow fords 


are plentiful, while the bridges are far and few between. The banks of the. 


Camoen are splendid, being nearly all in grass and free from bushes ; stretches of 
shingle make up the rest, and this forms the bed of the river, except 
in those portions paved with rocks. The water clears in a few hours 
after a flood, and it is difficult to get it in order for the minnow ; 
English flies and some of the local patterns, if ordered on fine gut, 
are the best to use. From Deverney Bridge to Omagh, a distance of about six 
miles by the river, is the best portion ; this should take a long day to fish, and 
upon arrival home in the evening the basket should contain from thirty to forty 
trout, some of them up to 2lb. each. I spent every day last April, except Sun- 
days, upon this part of the river, and upon three occasions only did I meet any- 
one fishing. During May an unlicensed cross-line got to work ; but upon my 
reporting the circumstance to the Fisheries it was stopped at once, the poacher 
going to America shortly after. Unlike all other districts I have resided in, this 
does not boast of a single local professional. This is a great blessing, for, to 
my mind, unless the local consents to be merely adumb beast of burden, he is 
an insufferable nuisance to an angler who knows his work. I allude to the 
“hangers on” of the hotels, not to the local fly-tyer or water-bailiff. From the 
meeting of the waters in Omagh down to the Munterloney the trout increase in 
size, and are very free risers. Without going out of the town, it is possible to 
make up a bag of 12 or 14lb. weight from about the bridges and houses ; this 
part of the river is rapid, but should be fished just after a flood. At other 
times the walking is the reverse of savoury. Then come two miles, more or 
less, canal-like ; from this, on to the Munterloney, the water is 
the ideal of a trout and salmon river. The number of the former 
fish in the Strule is enormous, and in this portion of the river trout of 3lb., 4Ib., 
and 6lb. are not uncommon. When I arrived here a few salmon had ascended 
from the Lough, so that except on one day, when the water was high and dirty, 
I never touched a trout-rod during the remainder of the season. On the day in 
question I had seen the flood was coming, and wishing to try some salted 
minnows, I covered the strand of one of the pools with little hillocks of stones, 
as refuges. The rain came in the night, and the following afternoon, in two 
hours, I had used my last minnow and caught 18lb. of trout from behind the 
stones, in a length of water of about thirty yards. Many is the salmon I have 
killed during a big flood from behind one of these shelters, sometimes only built 


a few hours before the rise. It is taken from the dodge of throwing downa few . 


bushes in a field where rabbits abound in the hedgerows. How often during the 
winter do they afford one a shot, sometimes a right and left when danced upon ? 
Minnows swarm from Deverney Bridge to Strabane ; they should be used as 
described some years ago in the columns of the FIsHING GAZETTE under the 
heading, I think, of “Minnow Fly-Fishing,” an art I-learnt then and improved 
upon since, to the “sorra” of many a salmon and trout. Poaching is 
rampant, owing chiefly to our having anything but a practical man 
at the head of affairs. But this affects salmon-fishers only ; the trout, asa rule, 
are left much to themselves, being hardly ever fished for, even witha single rod 
Sometimes, before the salmon arrive, the river may be combed over by a cross- 
line ; but generally June must set in wet before the money is risked in licenses 
for these poaching engines—licenses which the company have a perfect right to 
refuse, but which they grant to every Dick, Tom, and Harry applying for them. 
The whole of the water herein described is free on both sides to any person for 
salmon and trout. Hunters after the former fish are, of course, obliged to take 
out a £1 license, and it is earnestly hoped that all doing so will help to put 
down the cross-lines by complaining about their use. Why should men living 
at a distance come here by the night mail and fish the whole of the river at day- 
break ? When passing a rod-fisher, the line is lifted at his feet and dropped in 
again close to him, whilst the pool he may be fishing is never passed by. This 


is not the worst. The licenses are held by the inspector to be transferable, so 
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that one, or at the most three, does for the whole of Omagh. Hardly a con- 
viction can be procured for fish-poaching cases at Petty Sessions, for the character 
of the prosecuting bailiff can nearly always be called up against him to the 
damage of his evidence—evidence given, in the majority of cases, in the most 
unintelligible and slovenly manner. It is whispered that the owners have 
begun to think that perhaps the dry seasons may not be the sole cause for the 
great decrease in the number of salmon, and it is reported that licenses for cross- 
lines will be refused during 1888. Should this prove true, no trout angler 
would regret paying a long visit to the Strule in April and May, whilst salmon- 
fishing with single rod would be vastly improved in two or three seasons. 
Pour Diev, Etc. 








THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ®N THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp Hamiton, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Se. 
(Continued from page 242.) 


Many of us, no doubt, have come across that curious, black-looking insect, the 
Devit’s Coacn Horss, or Cock-Tait BEETLE (Gerius olens), easily recognised 
by the peculiar way it has of sticking up its tail, or rather the hinder part of its 





THe Deyiw’s Coacu Horse. 


Tur SAME, SHOWING THE WINGs. 


body, when disturbed. We would not advise you to take him up in your hand ; he 
emits a very offensive odour, and is a regular carrion eater. 

We must not omit to mention one of the Colecptera, which, coming ont only 
in the evening, often startles us with its loud hum as it rushes by to bury itself 
in some mass of dung or carrion. This is 


THE Common Dor BEETLE (Geotropus st.rcorarius), 
The Shardborne beetle of Shakespeare : 


“Ere the bat hath flown 
His cloistered flight ; ere to black Hecate’s summons 
The shardborne beetle, with his drowsy hums, 
Hath rung night’s yawning peal !” — Macbeth, Act IIL, s, 2, 


Gilbert White says : 
** While deepening shades obscure the fall of day 
To yonder bench, leaf shelter’d, let us stray, 
Till blending objects fail the swimming sight, 
And all the fading landscape sinks in night, 
To hear the drowsy dorr come brushing by 
With buzzing wing, or the shrill cricket cry.” 


This bevtle is a blackish-blue in colour, with a beautiful blue metallic lustre on 





THE Dor BEETLE 


its under surface, about three-quarters of an inch in length; being a carrion 
eater, it is anything but pleasant to the olfactory organs. 

There are between three and four thousand British species of beetles, and as 
yet only a few are recognised as lures for trout. Ronalds only gives three ; but 
there must be many which fall from the branches of trees and shrubs overhang- 
ing the water, or from the stems of aquatic plants, or blown on to the surface 
by the wind, whichare taken by all kinds of fish. 

The word Coleoptera is derived from two Greek words—«odoc, asheath, and 
mrepov, a wing ; and this order is more especially distinguished by having the 
wings inclosed in a pair of scaly cases, called elytra, the wings themselves being 
membranous in character, and carefully folded under their horny cases. 

The Peacock Fy of Ronalds is the Lathobrium quadratum; family, 
Staphylinide. Another of this family, Ozxiporous Rufus: red, with the head 





_OxrPpoRous Rvrvs. 
(The line shows the natural size.) 


and elytra black, frequenting brambles and whitethorn bushes, must be often 
blown on to the water. This appears to us to be the natural simile of the Red 
Tag, so very killing in some waters, particularly for grayling. 


The Papervs Riparivs, of the family Stenid@. Head black ; neck, thorax, 
and abdomen orange, or orange rufous; elytra dark green. Found in moist places, 


—ORANGE 
BLUE GAEY 


ORANGE 
BLACK 


Paperus RIPaRivs. 


on the banks of rivers, and under stones, is, we think, the Orange Tag of the 
fly-makers. 

The Fern Fy or Ronaxps ( Telephorus livida), Fam., Telephoride, known also 
as the Soldier Fly, Soldier Palmer; has red elytra, and is very killing at certain 
times. The Soldier Fly is also known to some as the Red Spinner—a misnomer, 
as the latter is really the imago state of one of the Ephemeride. The Sailor 
(Telephorus fuscus) has dark brownish-blue elytra instead of red. 


The Maritow Buz2, or Cocu-a-BonpHv, SHoRN FLy (Chrysomela populi) ; 
Family, Chrysomelide, 


Is a very common beetle, particularly in June, and feeds upon the poplar leaves ; 
it has a black thorax, with rufous elytra. There are twenty-six species of the 





Tue Maritow Buzz. 
1, Larva; 2, Perfect Insect. 


Genus Chrysomela ; one, C. Fulgida, four or five lines in length, of a bright golden 
green, is found in marshy ‘places and on river banks. Is this the Green 
Insect ? 

The May Buea of Norfolk, Bracknn Crock of anglers, is Anisoptia 
saturalis. Family, Melalonthide. Shiny black, with green lines, sparingly 
clothed with long hairs; elytra, dull ochreous ; shoulders and margins black ; 
tarsi ferruginous ; appears in May, June, and July. The imitation of this 
fly is given in Hofland’s ‘“‘ Manual.” stor ry 

The Blethisa Multipunetata—family, Carabide—with its bronzy, shining 
elytra, about six lines in length, found on the borders of lakes and rivers, 
amongst reeds, &c., must often become a tempting morsel to the trout. 





OpoCANTHA MELANUSA. 


The Odocantha Melanusa, with its blue head and thorax and testaceous 
elytra, inhabiting reeds and marshy ground, would be almost the natural 
simile to the Macaw Tag. ; 

Many others might be enumerated ; but sufficient have been given to show that 
the smaller beetles, found in the vicinity of rivers, must often become food 

fish. 
oTThe reader is referred to the coloured representations of the above in Curtis’s 
“ Coleoptera” and Spry and Schuckard’s “ British Coleoptera.” 


(To be continued.) 


IS EL OE 





PRESENTATION TO MR. J. A. GRIFFIN. 


On Tuesday week a meeting was held at the Ball’s Head Inn, Worcester, for 
the purpose of presenting Mr. J. A. Griffin with a purse of gold, in recognition 
of his long and unremitting work on behalf of angling. Messrs. W. Prosser and 
J. E. Meredith werethe secretaries, and Mr. Martin Perks was treasurer. Sub- 
scriptions were given by members of the Worcester Angling Society, the Isaac 
Walton, and the St. John’s Amateur Angling Societies, and many other friends. 
Mr. Wingfield (who was voted to the chair) made the presentation, and thanked 
Mr. Griffin for so strongly supporting his motion for the abolition of small mesh 
nets in the Severn. Mr. Griffin tendered his heartfelt thanks for the testi- 
monial, and said he deeply appreciated that token of their kindness. What he 
had done on behalf of anglers had been done without any thought of reward. 
The testimonial would stimulate him to increased efforts in the future. A very 
pleasant evening was passed. 


I 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—When inclement weather checks to a considerable extent the action of the 
skin, an alterative is required to compensate the body by means of other channels. Holloway’s Pills 
can be confidently recommended as the easiest, surest, and safest means of attaining this desirable end 
without weakening the most delicate or incommoding the most feeble. When from frequently recur- 
ring chills or the inhalation of impure air the blood becomes foul and the secretions Vitiated, these Pills 
present a ready and efficient means of cleansing the former and correcting the latter. By this salutary 
proceeding disease is arrested at its outset, its pains and inconveniences averted, and the nervouz 
structures saved from the depressing effects entailed upon them by an illneze, 
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NOTES. 


Wiruin the last week or two flounders have, for the first time this season, 
made their appearance in theriver Idle below Retford, and several good baskets 
have been taken. Flounders give capital sport, and are very good eating. 

* * * 


Mr. Ford, of the Manor Fishery, Caistor, Lincolnshire, will shortly have 
some small pike for sale. Early application is necessary. 
2 & *  ® ® 
A member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, who recently wrote to the Metropolitan 
Board of Works for certain information respecting their new works for the 
purification of the London sewage, has received the following reply from the 
Clerk of the Board: “In reply to your. letter, I have to inform you that the 
works now being carried out at the Barking main drainage outfall are intended 
to deal with the sewage of the metropolis on the north side of the Thames. It 
is also proposed to carry out similar works at Crossness to deal with the sewage 
on the south side of the river.” Many people have doubtless imagined that 
the new sewage works, which have been recently mentioned in the daily papers, 
and were referred to last week in these “Notes,” were intended to deal with 
the whole of the London sewage. It seems, however, that a good deal yet 
remains to be done before there is any chance of salmon again coming up the 
Thames. As soon as the proposed works are completed at Crossness, no time 
must be lost in putting salmon fry into the upper reaches of the river. 
a3 ES % a 


Supposing the Thames does once again become a salmon river, what will be 
the result? The first thing to be settled will be the conflicting rights of the 
riparians and the general public as to the fisheries, for a stretch of salmon river 
only a few miles from London will be a thing worth fighting for. Secondly, 
the appointment of a competent Board of Fishery Conservators will of a cer- 
tainty take place. When the first salmon under the new order of things is 
captured, it will be an important time indeed for the anglers of London. Long 
before then we hope that the scheme we have so often urged—the federation 
of all the local angling associations into one powerful body, with local com- 
mittees—will have taken place, so that there may be a wealthy and influential 
association ready to protect the interests of the public against all encroachers. 

ES 3 % % 3 


The Thames Conservators, influenced, no doubt, by their new energetic 
superintendent, have been showing a commendable activity lately in proceeding 
against launch-owners for reckless navigation of their noisome craft. Mr. Sap- 
worth, owner of the P.O. launch, was recently fined 20s. because his launch 
damaged a rowing-boat in Shepperton Lock about three months ago. Accord- 
ing to the evidence, the party on board the launch were very much the worse for 
liquor. Samuel Cooksey was also fined £5 for recklessly navigating the tug 
Defiance, owned by Mr. Timmins, of Windsor. This fine should have a 
salutary effect. The Defiance is unfavourably known on the river. 

% 2 % 3 


We were in hopes that it would -have been possible to confidently promise 
some first-rate all-round fishing to anglers visiting the Thames next week. 
Unfortunately, it never rains but it pours ; and the result is that the river has 
been, and is, in a ‘rather pea-soupy. condition. A later visit, though, shows 
that the water is clearing rapidly, and will, we should say, be in 
first-rate order by Monday—if we have no more rain. For some reasons 
a flood would be an unmixed blessing, for the hot summer caused an 
enormous growth of weeds which have now mostly rotted, and the refuse is 
lying ready to be carted off by the clerk of the weather river-dustman. Even 
now fish are to be caught; and the game is beginning to be worth the candle. 
The best swims are quiet pieces of water witha gentle stream, of not more than 
three feet in depth ; and very favourite spots with the fish just now are the 
shallow places where cattle go down to the river to drink. These spots can 
be fished with either a very light ledger or float-tackle, the bait, we need 
hardly say, being the well-scoured tail of a lob. 

* * * * * 

When the water is as highly coloured as it is at present, fish are very fond of 
getting right in among the sedge, and a worm on light float-tackle will often 
take a good perch or roach if dropped in just over the edge of the bank where 
the water is not too deep. Heavy walking should be particularly guarded 
against, for a very slight vibration of the bank is sufficient to make the fish shy 
and put them off the feed. 

% o a a o 

“Fish the eddies ” is nearly always the advice given directly the water gets 
a bit coloured ; but the advice is not always good, for unless there is a great 
push of water the fish do not leave the stream for the quieter lay-byes. ‘The 
only effect of colour in the water is to cause the fish to move to shallower 
spots ; but a considerable increase in the force of the current causes the fish to 
seek the comparative shelter of the eddies—where, too, much of their food is 
washed—whether the water be coloured or not. These facts are not generally 
understood. 

ue as ae a8 us 

A man at Carnarvon, named Abbot, has been fined by the borough magistrates 
40s. and costs for having in his possession eight smoked salmon and four salmon 
in pickle ten days after the commencement of the close season. He said the 
fish were killed before the close time commenced ; but the magistrates refused to 
believe him or his witnesses. The law is not altogether satisfactory with 
regard to such cases as these. Kippered salmon is an excellent institution, and 
should not be done away with ; at the same time, the placing of unseasonable fish in 
pickle makes the task of inforcing the law very difficult. When the next batch 
of fishery legislation comes to the fore, it might be as well to enact that persons 
who wish to keep fish into the close season for kippering must make a declara- 
tion of any fish in their possession at. the commencement of the close season, 
and that all fish not so declared must be deemed to be caught out-of season. 

& o ® i tt 

Any of our readers who have old books of travel, history, or naval stories, 
or other books suited to boys, will do a kindly act by sending them to the 
Baltimore Fishing School, Ireland, for the use of the young fishermen. 

a8 a ae 4k a 

The Scotch Fishery Board has given notice that it intends to put in force an 
Act prohibiting fishing for herrings on Sunday. Scotch fishermen are not too 
well off, and this Puritanic order does not by any means meet with general 
approval. “= : weno sen en 

3 s & o % 

Trent anglers are wise in endeavouring to prevent the use of night-lines in the 

Trent ; besides the direct harm they do, they are.often used.as an excuse for 


poachers to be on the river late and early, 

; iw 4 i : ¥ wi wi : : 
In aid of the Anglers* Benevolent: Society, the Sundial Angling Society are 

arranging a competition, as wil] be seen from their report, So meee 
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MOSSOO ON THE LEA. 


ONE fine August morning I came across the celebrated and well- 
known Mossoo up the Lea. At that time he had not known the 


river long. ; 

“Well,” said M——, “how is it this morning, my friend ?” 

“Pettare, mine poy, pettare,” Then, in the tone of a Marius, 
“ Vait—you sall ze vat I will show you. I put zem in ze kettle.” 

Here he began to pull up his bait-can, and when he opened the 
lid, to hig intense surprise, he found all the best had vanished, 
and exclaimed— 

“ Parbleu ! all ze pest are gone—only ze leetle tings left. Ize! Ino fasten 
him oop ; no mattare, [ soon catch him again. Ze, I peg him oop ais dime.” 

On another occasion Mossoo had been out all night, and Madame (who was 
a rattling good angler) came down by the early train. She was talking to him 
across the river, when, unfortunately, she slipped, and in she fell. 

“Oh, Jean! tear Jean! ze, I am in ze vartare—vat sall I too?” 

When he bawled out, “ Hold on to ze veeds ; you sall pe alright my tear.” And 
without taking off his clothes he plunged in, swam across, seized the fair dame, 
and soon had her high (if not dry) upon the bank. 

On another occasion, at a well-known hostelry, when looking about in the 
bedroom with two or three others for some lost article, he by some means got 
rather a severe cut across the head with a bottle, when, to the amusement of all 
assembled, he roared, ‘‘Oh! zend ze télégram for mine vife; I must make 
mine vill!” 

His “vife” arrived by the first train, and rushing upstairs into the bedroom, 
cried, “ Vare is mine poor, tear Jean? Is he ted? Oh, no! oh, no!” 

“ Poor Jean” was seated in bed with his head bandaged with a towel, looking 
a most deplorable object. Madame was terribly frightened. Good old J——. 
Happy wife! If I had cut my head with a botile, and wired for my wife, all 
the answer I should have obtained would probably have been, “Serve you right, 
you old fool, for going to your Leas.” 

Scene, the Lea ; Time, Daybreak. M——, Jean. 

“Well, Jean, how have you got on—any sport ?” 

Jean : “Pad, vare pad ; I feesh all ze night—notings. I feesh all ze day—I 
get doo or dree leetle tings you call ‘scripers.’ Poot I haf ze style, mine poy, I 
haf ze style.” 

Meaning, of course, he knew how to fish as wellas anyone. Shortly after- 
wards he proceeded. 

“Qh, ze rain, ze rain, he dreep, dreep down ze neck, till he come out of ze toes 
of ze poots.” 

Happy Jean ! how I envy you. 

One day M—— met Mossoo up the Lea fishing for barbel in a wretched, 
weedy, shallow place, where they had never been caught in the memory of 
man, and probably never would be. 

M—— : “ Any sport, Jean ?” 


Jean : “ Not afeesh ; ze barbel are not on to-day. Ize him not joomp out of 


ze vartare. Ven he peech outI sal soon haf him.” 

At another time, said Mossoo, finding out that I had taken seven jack off 
Careless Point—i.c., at the end of Benningfield’s water—on the following Sunday 
he took possession of my swim. I felt considerably annoyed at first, and said so 
to M——. ButI soon had the laugh of him, for in his endeavour to get his live- 
bait into one particular spot, he sent it clean over the telegraph wires. After he 
had made his cast, and hearing no splash, he looked across the water in the 
direction he had intended it to drop ; but seeing nothing of it, exclaimed : 

“ Vare he gone?” 

“Vy, zare he is oop zare,” I said, chaffingly, pointing to the wires. 

The profound astonishment that pervaded his features as he gazed upon the 
dangling bait nearly settled poor old Bob Wise, for he laughed until he could 
laugh no longer. 

Wanting to get rid of him, Bob and I told him the telegraph people would 
sure to be after him, whereupon he became so frightened that he picked up his 
traps and got away as quickly as possible. Mossoo had a mishap. Some 14 or 
15 years ago, said M had taken some 15lb. or 16lb. of good roach upon the 
Saturday at Cook’s water (Fish and Wels), and upon awaking in the morning 
my friend Mr. Dunn and I found the swim occupied by Mossoo and Fred 
We were rather annoyed, for we were regular subscribers ; but ‘first 
come first served” is the motto here. So after a little good-natured chaff, my 
friend and I selected a swim situated nearest to the Frenchman. We had 
scarcely taken our seats and commenced to fish, when you may imagine our 
astonishment upon hearing Mossoo shriek out that he was drowning. He had 
gone (together with a piece of the bank) into about 8ft. of water, box and all. 
Shouting to Fred, who was some distance off, for help, he replied— 

“ Wait a bit, Bill, until I have landed this fish.” 

Fred could not think of losing his fish. After some trouble we landed 
Mossoo and his box, &c., on terra-firma ; and without uttering a word he repaired 
to the inn to dry his clothes, a sadder and, let us hope, a wiser man. 

P.S.—Always well examine the bank, for I once had a narrow squeak of being 
drowned on another well-known river, when quite a ton of earth broke away 
from the bank and rolled into the water without a moment’s warning. 

3 AY 
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ABERDEENSHIRE AND BANFFSHIRE RIVERS. 
AUTUMN SALMON—LARGEST FISH. 


Tun water being so low, as anglers well “ken,” there was difficulty in heavy fish 
getting up during the season just closed ; yet, as the following will show, some 
large ones were caught by anglers. On Dee (Culter water), General Briggs had 
a salmon 47lIb., and Colonel Telford (Aboyne water) one 39lb. On Spey 
(Aikenway water), W. Stuart Menzies, Esq., had a salmon 43lb.; and McKenzie, 
fisherman (Aberlour House water), one 32lb. 
had a salmon 44lb.; and another was got 42lb. On Ythan, one, 37lb. ; on 
Deveron, one, 351b. ; and on Ugie (Col. Ferguson’s Fishery), Mr. Forbes, one, 
271b. ; and Lieut. Jopp, one, 23lb. 


Nortru anp Soutu Esks. 


Salmon-fishing on both these rivers has been a most miserable failure this 
autumn. There was not nearly enough water to allow fish to run, and the only 
place they were in was at the mouth of the river, which they entered with the 
tide and failed to progress farther. There were a good many salmon-trout got 
near the mouth of the South Esk, and the same remark applies to its sister river, 
Had there been a timely spate the fishing would likely have been the best for 
years, as large numbers of fish were on the coast. They are running freely now, 
and some very heavy ones amongst them ; probably, therefore, the spawning-will 
succeed, though the angling was a-collapss,.°~ ~~ goiual Yioy om yet 


On Don (Cruives),. Mr. Williams ~ 
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SAMPSON LOW; MARSTON, & CO/S 





LIST OF NEW BOOKS. 





NOW READY AT ALL. LIBRARIES. 





NEW WORK 
BY THE LATE E. B. WASHBURNE, LL.D. 


RECOLLECTIONS 


OF A 


MINISTER TO FRANCE: 


The EMPIRE, 
The FRANCO-GERMAN WAR, The COMMUNE, 
and the REPUBLIC. 
2 Vols., royal 8vo, with 16 Full-page Illustrations, 36s, 





NOW READY. 
New and Important Work on English Administration in South Africa, 
AUSTRAL AFRICA: Losing it’ or Ruling it. 
Being Incidents and Experiences in Bechuanaland, Cape Colony, and England, 


By JOHN MACKENZIE, 2 Vols., demy 8vo, with Maps and Numerous I1lus- 
trations, 32s, 





A Superb Work for Presentation at any Season, 


GOLDSMITH’ «SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER.” 
A Comedy. With Drawings by EDWIN A. ABBEY. Decorations by 
ALFRED PARSONS, Introduction by AUSTIN DOBSON, Imperial 4to, 
extra leather binding, £4 4s, : 


PEN AND PENCIL IN ASIA MINOR; or, 


Notes from the Levant. By WILLIAM COCHRAN, Member of the Society | 


of Arts, the Highland and Agricultural Society, London and Edinburgh, and 
formerly of the Asiatic Society, London and Shanghai. Illustrated with 89 
Engravings, made chiefly from Water-Colour Sketches by the Author. Demy 
8vo, cloth extra, 21s, 


ON A SURF-BOUND COAST; or, Cable Laying 


in the African Tropics. By A. P. CROUCH. Crown 8yo, cloth, 7s, 6d. 


A STORY OF THE GOLDEN AGE. By James 


BALDWIN, Author of “The Story of Siegfried,” &c. Lllustrated by 
HOWARD PYLE. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s, 


RAMBAUD'S HISTORY OF RUSSIA. . An 


entirely New Edition, 3 vols, demy 8vo, with many Illustrations, cloth 


extra, 21s,, —— 
THE LIFE OF MRS. GODOLPHIN. By Joun 
New Edition, Edited by EDWARD HAR- 





EVELYN of Wootton, Esq. 
COURT of Nuneham Park, Oxon, Esq. Fep. 8vo, printed at Chiswick Press 
on hand-made paper, gilt top, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 


DIGGING, SQUATTING, AND PIONEERING 
LIFE IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 
_By Mrs. DOMINIC DALY. 1 vol., demy 8vo, cloth, 12s, 


MAIDENHOOD: a Poem. By H. W. Loneretiow. 
Illustrated by J. STANLEY. Oblong 4to, with 9 Coloured Plates and 13 in 
Monotint ; fancy cover prettily printed in colours, 2s, 6d. ; boardsjextra, gilt 
edges, 3s. 6d. 


THE CORSAIRS OF FRANCE, ByC. B. Norman 


(late 90th Light Infantry), Author of ‘‘ Tonkin ; or, France in the Far East,” 
&c, With Portraits and Map, 1 vol., demy Svo, cloth, 18s, 


OUR NEW ZEALAND COUSINS. By the Hon. 
JAMES INGLIS (Maori), Minister of Public Instruction in the New South 


Wales Legislative Assembly, and Author of ‘Sport and Work‘on the Nepaul 
Frontier,’ kc. Small post 8vo, cloth, 6s. 


LIVING LIGHTS: 








a Popular 


Fellow of the New York Academy of Sciences, &c., Author of “ Elements of 
Zoology,” “Marvels of Animal Life,” “The Ivory King,” “ Wonder Wings,” 
&e,  8vo, with 24 Illustrations, cloth extra, 8s. 6d, 


NOW READY, THIRD EDITION, NEW WORK BY 
DR. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 


OUR HUNDRED DAYS IN EUROPE. Small 


post 8yo, printed on extra fine paper, cloth, gilt top, 6s. 








| RAN AWAY: FROM 


FOREIGN 





| THE MAID AND THE MONK. 


Account of Phos- | 
phorescent Animals and Vegetables. By CHARLES FREDERICK HOLDER, | 








BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED EDITION (A CHOICE 
. PRESENTATION VOLUME). 


SPRINGHAVEN: a Tale of the Great War. By 


R. D, BLACKMORE, Author of “Lorna Doone.” With 64 Illustrations by 
ALFRED PARSONS jand F, BARNARD. Square demy 8vo, cloth extra, 
gilt edges, price 12s. 

Of “Springhayen ” the SaturdayiReview says :— The story jis‘one of Mr; Black- 
more’s best. A fine touch of romance reveals the author of ‘Lorna Doone’ on 
almost everypage. , , . The portraits of Nelson and Napoleon are marvellously 
true and lifelike,” 

““*Splendid’ and ‘glorious’ are strong terms, but they are scarcely too strong for 
application to some parts of ‘Springhaven,’:. , The story is among the 
author’s best ; and to read it is a most invigorating tonic,”’—Zllustrated London 
News. 


RE-ISSUE OFTHE |EDITION DE LUXE AT A LOWER PRICE. > 


BLACKMORE’S LORNA DOONE: a Romance 


of Exmoor. It contains numerous Full-page and other Illustrations by Mr. 
Ff. ARMSTRONG, Mr. W. SMALL, and Mr. BOOT, 1 vol., crown 4to, pp. 
528, cloth extra, gilt edges, 21s. 

[A few copies still on hand of the Original Edition, in handsome cloth 
binding, 31s. 6d. ; or in parchment binding, top gilt, uncut edges, very hand- 
some, 35s, 

‘“Wnriched with elaborate and delicately cut landscapes and figure designs. . . . 
It is bard to say of the landscapes which is the most carefully and finely wrought : 
the figure pieces supplied by Mr. W. Small are , , well designed and 


learnedly drawn.” — Atheneum. foe 
= 
THE DUTCH; or, Borneo 


from South to North. By M. T, H. PERELAER, late of the Dutch Indian 
Service. Square 8vo, with 10 Illustrations, cloth extra, 7s, 6d. 

Extract from review in the Saturday Review :—‘ No modern book of adventure 
is more exciting in its way than this story of the escape of four men from the harsh 
rule of the Dutch in Borneo. The book is not too long,and the interest is sustained 
up to the end. The book is most amusing, and the amount of information 
it conveys incidentally is by no means to be despised,” 


ETCHINGS: a- Series of Twenty 


Original Etchings, by Celebrated Artists of France, Germany, &c., among 
whom are William Muger, William Lieb], Paul Ragon ; from Paintings by 
Rembrandt, Titian, Munkacsy, Palma Vecchio, and others. Descriptive Text 
by 8S. R. KOEHLER and others, 
Imperial £0lLoDORPaS! oicscrcsonscaccastenesesdecaveees £3 3 0 
‘ ‘ 
é 


— 





Om Japanese Paper) ...2;sccascscceccdescsctedvaacdesens 
On India Paper 


7 0 
NEW -GLOSSARY OF THE OBSCURE WORDS 


IN SHAKESPEARE, AND THE DRAMATISTS OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY. By. CHARLES MACKAY, ‘LL.D., F.S.A., Author of “The 
Etymology of the Language of Western Europe,” In 1 yol., demy 8vo, cloth 
extra, £1 Is. 


BY JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 
THE. VISION OF SIR LAUNFAL, With Illus- 


trations by J. W. ALEXANDER, BRUCE CRANE, F. W. FREER, BR. S. 
GIFFARD, A. KAPPER, H.S. MOWBRAY, WALTER SHERLAW, and F. 
HOPKINSON SMITH. Royal 4to, cloth extra, £3 3s. 


CONCORDANCE TO THE POETICAL WORKS 


OF WILLIAM COWPER. Compiled by JOHN NEVE. Royal 8vo, cloth, 21s. 
*.* A most useful book of reference for Journalists, Literary Men, and 


Acrosticians. 
NEW NOVELS. 
AT ALL THE LIBRARIES. 
MOHAMMED BENANI: a Story of To-day. 


1 vol., demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 


HERMOSA ; or. in the Valleys of the Andes. 


By Mrs. J. E. MARTIN. 2 vols., crown 8vo., 12s. 


UNDER the STARS and UNDER the CRESCENT. 


By EDWIN DE LEON. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 12s. 


RAPHAEL BEN ISAAC. By Joun BrapsHaw. 


2 vols., crown 8vo, 12s, 

IN THE WEB OF DESTINY. 
1 vol., crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

THE HUNDREDTH. MAN. 
Post 8vo, cloth, 6s. [Forming New Volume of Low’s “ Standard Novels,” } 


By W. Sran- 





By A. L. Knieur. 


By F. R. Srockron. 


HOPH. 3 vols., crown 8vo, 18s. 


TWO NEW WORKS BY JULES VERNE. 
THE CLIPPER OF THE CLOUDS. Illustrated. 


Crown 8yo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 
NORTH AGAINST SOUTH. 


Illustrations. Cloth, gilt edges, 10s, 6d, 


THEIR PILGRIMAGE. By- Cuartes Dup.iey 


WARNER, Author of ‘My Summer in a Garden,” &c, Characteristically 
Illustrated by CHARLES 8. REINHART, 8yo, 7s, 6d, 


* : 
Very numerous 


—— 
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FOSTER'S 
NEW FLY BOOK 






FOSTERS ANGLERS FRIEND" 
TACKLE LIBERATOR 
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Z eff z \ = 5 2 ; =] J EEE 
With Silk ‘Waterproof 
Price 12s. 6d. Fitted with } Dozen each : Cora 
of 48 kinds of Flies for whole Season, i) Price ls. 9d. (subject to 
39s. 6d. subject to Discount). Discount). 


Asa PIONEER ENTERPRISE. with the object of adding to the ever-growing number of Fishermen who habitually use our Specialities, we—in order to at 
once place REFINED AND IMPROVED REQUISITES of every description in the hands of all who wish to use such—we, for short a period, give ANNUALLY 
A HEAVY DISCOUNT on all purchases (whether WHOLESALE OR RETAIL) FOR TWENTY-ONE DAYS, commencing October 29th, and ending 
November 19th. WE SHALL DEDUCT A DISCOUNT OF 15 PER CENT. (ie, 3s. in the Pound) off both WHOLESALE and BETAIL INVOICES. 


Write for Catalogues—largest issued in Great Britain—‘Retail), 120 pages and over 200 Illustrations, 3 stamps. Wholesale (to Trade only), 2 stamps. 








Transparent Pearl Bait, 2s. 1d. Pike and Salmon, 3s. and 
3s. 6d. (subject to discount). 
























































For Night or Day Fishing. 1s.and Is. 3d. Price 2s.8d. Subject to discount. 


Subject to discount. 


Outside Pillar or Eared Reels, from 11s. 6d. (sub. to discnt-.). 
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D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.G. 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST "['}t A the World Produces 


AT 35, A POUND. 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 


Choice Black Teas at ls. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 

68 BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND \near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTSOURNE 

GROVE, W ; 554, HIGH HOLBORN, W.”™., LONDON. 
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Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
Hon, W. E. Gladstone, and 
many other prominent person- 
tages in this Country and 
Europe. 





SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 


Angling Reminiscences, %°H2RERREE Ewa 


BY 











“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” ' 


FRANCIS FRANCIS. ‘BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cioth, price 33. 6d. Can be had post | LEADED oR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 


free by sending stamps to UP WHILE CASTING. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 


SAMPRON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, | ™"wous‘enuine tnicss stamped © W. B? on the ciuten  Reout Sizes, 28. 6d, each, 
ST. DUNSTAN'S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 





ail > 


IMPROVED PIKE SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S “DESIDERATUM.” FISHING BASKET. 


Regd. No, 25,692. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE:DRIER. 


Regd. No. 38,511. 


IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET 
Very light. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 


FARLOW’S 











CONTENTS. 
(N.B.—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
PAGE, PAGE 
The Hungerford Fly-Fishers’ Club... 287| Notes ... ine Ree sen sep O2 


287| Mossoo on the Lea ... ane See oe 
Aberdeenshire and Banffshire Rivers 292 
Ac Adc nee ... 288] River Reports... se ane anit 7290 
Mother Nature’s Invocation to “The Scotch Notes ... ads <a sat 297 

Dove ” on its Birth... ae ... 288] The Esk (Whitby) ... Pe eee 
Two Fish Paintings by Rolfe ... 288] New Piscatorial Patents ... Ba 
Rob's Big Trout nae set 289| Club Reports ... ont oa see 298 


Pikeing Precepts... wan fi 
Ancling Observations on the Nether 
Don’ <:. c 





Angling forBream ... AoC vee 289 Correspondence 506 «as ..- 300 
The Strule, co. Tyrone noe ... 290) The Season for Salmon, Trout, and 
The Rod-Fisher’s Fauna and Flora... 291 Char in the Lake District... os DOL 








RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in che Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


7 Putney, 
45 . Hammersmith, 
50 Barnes, 
Add 55 ry. Kew. 
(83) ro Richmond, 
80 af Twickenham, 
85 , Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, November 12 A aes 11.4 % que 11,37 
Sunday, 7 13 see ose 12.0 oe eee 12.3 

Monday, eae p4 a ed VO ome oar) 12.50 
Tuesday, “3 15 Gee aa 1.13 Ho sae 1.37 
Wednesday, re 16 ses ane 2.0 nee wee 2.24 
Thursday, i 17 was toe 2.47 206 ose 3.9 

Friday, a 18 Soe ae 3,31 a0 noe 3.54 


QS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Wetter-lane, London, 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

The river at last has been increasing in its supply of water, and anglers and 
fishermen are all anxious for something like a flood to remove the rotted weeds and 
rushes that have for some time been waiting for a push of water to get them away, 
and when this is done, and the river got into a good state for jack and perch-fishing, 
then there will be something to place on record in the way of sport, Those great 
poachers, the otters, are beginning to show themselves, and one has not only been 
seen at Sunbury, but a barbel of 7lb. has been found on the towing-path that he got 
his meal out of. The Teddington fishermen are looking for some heavy tides to 
bring the lamperns up to the weir, and it is to be hoped they will not be dis- 
appointed, as their seasons of late years have not been very prosperous ones, 
William Milbourne, in writing from East Moulsey, says: ‘“ The trout are going on 
the hill ready for spawning. There are two or three brace in the back water at 
Hampton Court below the tumbling bay. Iam sorry to say the otters have found 
them out. One was brought on shore on Sunday night weighing about 831b., and 
was three-parts eaten by the otter. It was quite fresh when found, and could not 
have been killed many hours. There are a great many small barbel about 2in. in 
length. When we are catching minnows we can find two or three dozen at a time, 
which I have never seen before. It must have been a good spawning season for the 
barbel, for there is enough to stock the Thames for the next ten years.” This latter 
information from one so well experienced in Thames fishing will be read with some 
interest by the barbel-fishers of the Thames. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMoND.—Christopher Brown, in one and a half days, 24lb. of roach and dace, 
Job Brain, sen., during the week, 40lb, Job Brain, jun., in one and a half days, 
15Ib. Henry Howard, in one day, 17#1b. 

TWICKENHAM,—Samuel Cole, in one and a half days, 251lb, of roach and dace and 
on2 brace of jack. John Coxen, jun., in two days, 291b, George Coxen, in five days, 
971b, R, Coxen, in four days, 44lb, J. Dobbin, in one and a half days, 24lb, E, 
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Finch, in two days, five dozen and five bream. Pert Hammerton, in one day, 22lb. 
H. Spiers, in four days, 801b, John Spong, in five days, 106lb. ; and F. Wiggins, in 
four days, 78lb. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two and a half days, fourteen dozen of roach 
and dace. ©. Baldwin, in two days, twelve dozen; and W. McBride, in the same 
time, ten dozen, 

KINGSTON.—A gentleman fishing from a private boat, in one day three dozen of 
roach and dace, Another gentleman, one chub, weighing 34lb., and a few 
gudgeon. ‘ 

THAMES DiTTON.—There has been nothing done in this neighbourhood. 

HAMPTON CouRT.—William Milbourne writes: “Owing to the heavy rains we 
have had it has brought a little water into the river, and the roach are coming on 
the feed. Thomas Wheeler has taken four dozen and one bream. I have also had 
atake of five dozen.’ James Hedger, in one day, one chub of 2$lb., and a 
jack of 241b, 

SHEPPERTON.—A gentleman, in one day, fishing from the bank, got 8lb. weight of 
good roach, and another gentleman two bream. 

WEYBRIDGE.—H. Curr, in one day, one brace of jack, and another day, with Mr. 
Hepburn, twelve chub. 

CHERTSEY,—Messrs. Armstrong and Roake, in one day with L. Hackett, one 
brace of jack. 

STAINES.—The following report, received from John Keene, jun., was accident- 
ally omitted last week :—‘“In five days, twenty-six barbel, thirteen jack, sixteen 
chub, and four dozen of roach. On the 26th, with Mr. Wilson, 40lb. of barbel and 
chub, On the 28th, with Mr. B. A. Field, eight jack, the largest 7lb. ; and on the 
30th, with Messrs, Sloper and Newbury, four jack, four barbel, six chub, and one 
dozen of roach,” 





UPPER THAMES. 


“The rain it raineth every day ” ; but for all that, the Thames has not risen so 
rapidly, or put such a stream on as might have been anticipated. The summer- 
dried ground can take, and has done, all the gentle rain that has fallen, but the 
“ saturated solution ” has been arrived at as I write, for the river this afternoon 
(Thursday) was rapidly “mending” and colouring. The arrangements at the 


-various weirs are now so excellent that there is little chance of an unpleasant flood, 


but only of sufficient push to cleanse the river and make angling what it should be 
just now. Fishing during the past week has been very poor atall stations, but the 
bankers here and there, by using tail of lob, have done fairly well. All frequenters 
of the pretty waters of Hurley, near Marlow, will regret to hear of the total de- 
struction by fire off Hurley Mill, and of the consequent irreparable loss sustained by 
its ardent angling proprietor, Tom Street. Let all his friends join in hoping that, 
Pheenix-like, he will rise from the ashes a greater, although impossible to be a better, 
man, Thursday night.—River rising rapidly, and highly colouring. Roach, perch, 
and jack, in the lay-byes and eddies, should now be the game—at least, such is the 
opinion of—MaRr.Low Buzz, Nov. 10. 


Thames (Datchet). 

The water at last is in fine condition, especially for roach-fishing. I was out this 
evening about an hour anda half, and caught a couple dozen of fine roach. Witha 
patron on the 5th, one jack, about 81b, ; ranseveral others, On the 7th, about three 
dozen roach and dace, and nine chub, in the afternoon. On the 8th, one jack, 
between 3lb. and 41b.; lost a big one.. On the 9th, one jack, nearly 5lb. James 
Gray, on the 8th, a jack, 4lb. Mr. Pritchard, Old Windsor, on the 6th, two jack, 
largest 441b., and he had the misfortune to lose a very heavy fish spinning with 
spoon ; on the 8th, two jack, largest 3lb. Mr. Bentley, of Old Windsor, on the 7th, 
one jack, 6lb, ; he was not able to prosecute jack-fishing further for wantof a bait. 
—G, LUMSDEN. , 

Thames (Goring). 

Water in good order for all-round fishing. Roach are taking very well with 
gentles, and some good takes have been had; one man took fifty roach on Satur- 
day, going 301b. Jack not on much, A good floodis wanted to take the weeds away, 
Prospects good.—_JOHN Rusu, Nov. 10. 


Thames (Windsor). 


The thirsty soil being at last satisfied, anglers have now a rising waier to fish in, 
with plenty of colour, and those enthusiasts who do not mind the cold should meet 
with good sport among the roach and perch by using worms in the lay-byes and 
eddies. I fancy barbel may come at worms if weather keeps mild, and have known 
excellent sport had with them up to December. Jack fishing will be benefitted by 
the push of water, which must take place in a few days, a quantity rain having 
fallen throughout the Thames Valley. Since my last, Mr. H. Manning, of Windsor, 
has had three, largest 41b. ; and Mr. A. Stevenson, of Windsor, one between 5lb. and 
6lb. A few smaller bags have been made, but owing to a bright, low water, full of 
autumn leaves, anglers have been conspicuous by their absence.—B, R, BAMBRIDGE, 
November 9. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

We have had a very variable week, but the water remains in good condition for pike- 
fishing. One Hull club has voted one guinea towards the restocking fund. Certain 
members of the same club are also subscribing, and it is hoped that the president 
will hand over altogether about three guineas. The £10 aimed at is therefore 
nearly secure ; but the projectors do not want to stop at this amount, but intend to 
add large fish as well as small if funds are forthcoming. The first instalment of 
500 carp will doubtless be secured during the next fortnight.—THomas Forp, 


Berwick-on-Tweed. 

For the last few weeks a wholesale system of plundering the Whitadder has been 
going on ; poachers, railway men, all sorts and kinds have been using the * big: 
hook ” to rake the fish out of the deep pools. At Cantie’s Bridge a regular carnival 
is going on, resulting in cartloads of fish being brought away—not for use, but to 
sell at 2d. per pound! All this time the Tweed bailiffs looking on quite compla- 
cently! Most of these anglers (save the mark!) are men having a license from the 
proprietor for angling—it may be presumed in a fair and legitimate manner. These 
individuals boast of their hauls (you can scarcely call them catches) ; one boasts of 
having got thirty fish, another of one hundred and fifty, weighing, perhaps, one 
hundredweight. Itis high time this wrong (for such it is) was exposed with a 
view to a speedy remedy—oné evidently much needed. The Tweed and its tribu- 
taries are in flood. A good deal of wreckage has come down, amongst the rest part 
of a foot-bridge. This is being removed to light the winter fires of the frugal 
natives of this good old town of Berwick-on-Tweed.—J. J. HIuLs, 


Chichester. ; re 
The past week has been almost a blank as regards sport in all districts. We have 
had heavy rains daily, which has greatly improved the prospect of angling, when 
we get a few days’ settled weather. The water even in the tidal portion of the 
rivet is very much discoloured. It must be some days with favourable weather 
before remunerative sport can be had. Weather this (Thursday) evening stormy, 
with every appearance of a heavy downpour.—GkOoRGE F, SALTER, 


Derwent (Ambergate). 

The Derwent remains at a good height, with a dark chocolate colour, but not 
muddy, and grayling bottom-fishing is the general order. Some nice takes of good- 
sized grayling have been taken at Whatstandwell with the maggot. The weather 
has been too stermy for fly-fishing during the last few days, and N.E. winds and 
showery weather still continue. Prospects for the next few days, except for 
pottom-fishing, are by nd means encouraging.—AMBER DUN, Nov, 10, 
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Dove and its Tributaries. 7 

The whole of our Derbyshire streams have been swollen and discoloured for well- 
nigh a week past. We have had too much water for the fly—ie., for grayling 
fishing. If trout had been in, the water this week would have been in first-rate 
trim for sport. As it is, baskets have averaged less than they did before the rain. 
Four brace has been a good take, even down by Rocester, where the grayling are 
very prevalent. There is no doubt but that a fine lot of fish could have been 
slaughtered with the maggot, or by the Yorkshire mode of swimming the worm ; 
but the first named nobody worthy the name of a fisherman will use in these parts, 
and for grayling in dirty water. The worm is practically an unknown lure for 
grayling ; hence we have had nothing great done in the way of big takes, unless 
they have been kept quiet.—FostER Bros., Ashbourn. 


Eden (Carlisle). | : j 

Last Thursday night we had again heavy rain, which stopped all angling until 
Saturday, when the river was in fair order in a few favoured places, notably in the 
Warwick Hall water, where the lessee, Major Howie, killed four salmon weighing 
75lb. At nightfall down came the rain, and a pelting wet night it was, knocking 
off the rods till Wednesday, the 9th. On this day, Mr. E, L, Hough landed a 20- 
pounder at Crosby ; Mr. Graham, one, 18lb. ; Mr. Grieve, one, 221b. ; and T. Parkins, 
one, 201b., all in the association water. By to-morrow (Friday) the river will be in 
trim in most places, and if the rain will only hold off for a week, the wind-up of the 
season should give a satisfactory record.—SILVER GREY, Noy. 10. 


Esk (Cumberland). 2 

The past season has been a good one for sea-trout and whitling, but a poor one 
for salmon—not that there have not been plenty of these fish in the river, but the 
smallness of the water over such a great part of the season, owing to the pro- 
longed spell of fine weather and the consequent foulness of the bed of the river, 
prevented the fish from rising to the bait. The drought also prevented fish from 
ascending to the upper reaches, where sport has consequently not been good. In 
the lower reaches, however, the splendid runs of sea-trout and herling made up for 
the comparative failure of the salmon season, some magnificent baskets of the 
former fish being made. Mr. John Ashcroft, Canonbie, had about 801b. of these fish 
in two days. The heaviest salmon captured was secured by Mr. William Fairbairn, 
of Canonbie, and it weighed 421b. 

Idle (Notts). 

Sport has been rather quiet during the last few days on this water, owing, prob- 
ably, to the uncomfortable weather. Here and there anglers have been rewarded 
with flounders, which afford lively sport these cold days, and there are also a few 
takes of roach reported. All this seems to have taken place in the lower waters or 
below Mattersey and Bollam. Above or about Retford there has been little done, 
and in the Gamston and Elkesley district absolutely nothing. I question whether 
even a grayling has been tried for. Odd pike have been landed, but nothing of any 
account. On the other hand, news reaches me of some good work ona private water 
of the Duke of Portland during the last week or two, in which heavy pike have been 
taken. The other day one got away, after being hooked, “estimated” at 23lb. The 
water, I am told, is a reservoir for the supply of the town of Mansfield, to which a 
select few gentlemen have access,—L., Nov. 10. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—Owing to the continuance of the stormy weather, the herring-fishing 
during the past week has been slack:; the boats occasionally get a short drift, and 
are rewarded with, some boats 1,200, others from 300 to 600, besides some fine 
whiting and hake. The fishermen report there is every appearance of good fishing 
should the weather become fine. A few fish have been caught from the jetty by 
amateurs fishing with rod and hand-lines. Weather still unsettled ; wind, N.H.—H, 
ComER, Noy, 10. 

Lake District. 

Thursday night.—The recent rains have quite brought the rivers back to their 
normal condition, and these are now stationary. Salmon and sea-fish still continue 
to run in quantities, though the trout are slow in moving. Only those in the main 
river have run up, but there is little indication of spawning as yet in the tributaries. 
Salmon are lying in numbers in the Leven and Duddon, and Underbarrow Beck is 
well stocked with morts and sprods. The freshes in the rivers have cleansed them 
beautifully, and the redds and gravel beds are now clear and in capital order,— 


EPHEMER2, 
Lea (Ware). 

What anglers have been wishing for has come at last, and that is, a good push of 
water, taking away the dead leaves and cleaning the weeds. There is a splendid 
colour in the water atthe time of writing—Thursday night. Isaw anice take of roach 
on the 6th by one of the Bloomsbury Brothers, and if jack anglers want a good day’s 
fishing I am positive it is to be had. Wind, S.W.—HARRY PAGE. 


: Lea (Tottenham). 

The old river on Saturday last presented a different appearance to that which it 
had done for several months past. The pools had a good stream running through 
them, and the shallows, which had been for the most part dry, had a good flow of 
water rattling merrily over them. Several anglers were out, but they did but little. 
It was Jubilee day with the fish, and they were too busy, no doubt, hunting up and 
rubbing noses or shaking fins with old acquaintances to pay much attention to 
anglers’ lures. A match is likely to take place between two well-known subscribers 
to this water. One of them has a float of his own manufacture, and of peculiar 
construction, and which he says is so nicely balanced that if a fish only sniffs at the 
bait it will at once indicate it ; so that if the sniffing ends in a bite he is prepared to 
strike at the proper moment. The other has an ordinary float which he calls a 
“self-cocker,” and which he says is equally as good. Why a self-cocker I do not 
know, because if it is an ordinary float I do not see how it is to cock unless weighted. 
Should this great float question, which is only in the floating stage at present, end 
in a match, depend on it I shall be there to give an authentic account of the result 
to the readers of the “ F, G.” The weather the last few days has not been sufficiently 
tempting to bring anglers down. Mr. Dodd killed a dozen roach one day. Messrs. 
Williams, Wilmot, and others have also taken roach, the first-named also taking a 
Prussian carp weighing 1lb. loz. Some good perch were taken in the upper water 
on the 6th inst. The water to-day (Thursday) is in capital order,—HACKLES RED, 


; Leicester. 

After an exceptionally dull week, last Saturday turned out one of the finest we 
have enjoyed for some time. This caused anglers to indulge themselves with a few 
hours’ sport at the river side, the home waters being fairly well patronised. Although 
the rivers have been heavy and continuous, neither the brook at Aylestone nor the 
river has risen to any very great extent, and the water being coloured, was slightly 
in favour of the rodsters, Some nice lots of fish have been secured, pike fishermen 
being rewarded with some fair sport among the jack, Mr, Thomas and a friend 
took a brace and a half from the Aylestone Brook, each good sizeable fish. Mr. 
Hobbs, in a satisfactory take of roach and dace, had one roach weighing 1b, 50z., 
and the largest dace was 74oz., while Mr, Rylott showed some fine roach and one 
chub, 23lb._ Roach and pike have also been taken freely from the West Bridge 
waters, and as there isa lot of good fish of the last-mentioned species at this part of 
the L.A.S. preserves, doubtless we shall shortly hear of some good captures, On 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday this week very little was done owing to the 
miserably murky weather, Rain fell slightly and incessantly the greater part of 
Wednesday and Thursday, and at the time of writing on Thursday there is very 
little improvement.—ALERT, 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 

The weather for the past week has been anything but good for fishing, and the 
water at the present time is rather thick ; but if we do not get more rain it will do 
for roaching. Charles Heath, fisherman, has been out to-day with Captain Oates ; they 
haye had some fine perch, one scaled 241b, With the exception of a take of roach and 





chub by Mr. Gelby, of 1741b., I haye very little more to record, as the wind and rain 
have been much trouble to all anglers, The rushes and weeds aresinking fast, and 
T think we shall have a good run of water, and it is needed very much; but this 
morning I saw great improvements in the absence of weeds, and I hope it will, as 
far as the river Loddon is concerned, afford good sport to many anglers this winter, 
as Iam very pleased to say I have sent many great takes of tench, chub, roach, 
perch, and pike since the opening of the fishing season to your valuable paper,—A 
C, CRITCHFIELD. 
[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 

The water is rising fast, and to-morrow I think a flood will be the result, Previous 
to the extra rains we have had the fishing was good, but it will be thrown back for 
a few days. Last Monday five jack were taken by agentleman They weighed 25lb. 
—three of them just sizeable, the other two were very fine-fed fish—A, C, CRITCH- 


. FIELD, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams have, since the late rains, risen, and are coloured. Anglers have not 
been on the water much this week, the weather being bad. Those that have been 
out have used the worm, The Pinsley is coloured—little fishing done at all— 
GWYNNE. : 


une. 

Last Thursday saw the river very rough and full of leaves, so that little or nothing 
was done ; but since then there has been good sport. On the Aughton water Mr. 
Howard Livesey took three salmon, 7lb., 14lb., and 6lb.; the 14lb. fish he caught 
with minnow on one of Malloch’s casting reels. I believe a few salmon have been 
taken on Mr. Scargill’s water at Claughton. On the Hornby Castle liberty there 
have been some good takes. Colonel Williams had one, 141b.; Mr, Stringer, two, 
12lb. and 10lb,; Mr. Fisher, one, 2331b. Mr. T.E, Holmes, eight—on Saturday, two, 
101b. and 91b.; Monday, two, 291b. and 22lb.; Tuesday, two, 191b. and 91b. ; Wednes- 
day, two, 21lb. and 164lb. On the Tunstal water Mr. Rd. Kidd had five salmon, the 
two largest being 25lb. each. At Kirkby Lonsdale the Rev. Mr, Williams had one, 
28lb.—BLUE AND SILVER. , 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

At the beginning of the week jack were feeding well ; but the rain continuing 
since Monday, I can’t hear of anyone being out, although the water is in prime con- 
dition, and there is a good chance for fishing, and jack ought to be well on now, 
and no doubt but that they will, providing the weather and water keep as they are 
now, for itis a long time since the water was in the condition thatit is now; but if 
must admit the wind is not very favourable, it being in the cold quarter N.H., which 
is not very good for jacking ; but should the wind get into the S. or S.W, it will 
be better than it has been’ this week. Prospects very fair.—H, Rout. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Much rain has fallen during the past week, and very little has been done in the 
angling line. That successful angler, Mr, Fiast, has been out several times and 
secured some fair bags of rough fish, and on Saturday managed to land a fine roach, 
turning the scale at 141b., bottom-fishing in Beck’s field ; but beyond these takes I 
have heard of nothing being taken.—PISCATOR. 


Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 
It is raining fast to-day (Thursday, 11 a.m.), and has every appearance of a con- 
tinuance. These rivers are flushed and muddy, and quite out of fishing order, except 
for eels. It seems to me that grayling fishing is over for this season.—J, A. 


GRIFFIN. 
Taw (North Devon). 

Water still high, and just the colour for fishing. The net-men are so bold with 
their catches of five and six hundredweight a night,that they drive through the town 
in cabs and other vehicles to the station with their salmon, and yet the conservators 
and bailiffs do not catch either men or boats. It is said they like salmon them- 
selves, especially as it it is now sold at 4d. per pound,—RustTy GAME, 


Tees (Croft). 


The salmon-fishing season closed on this river on the 1st inst., and all the anglers 
seemed rather glad than otherwise that it was over, as the whole of October, which 
should have been the most productive, proved to be the reverse, and fishing was only 
wasting time to no purpose, The early part of September yielded well, but since 
then only an odd fish here and there has been brought to bank, I have not heard of 
a single fish being caught during the last week of the season. The totals as far as 
I have been able to ascertain in this district are :—Mr. John Oliver, sixteen fish, 
weighing 116lb., heaviest 19lb.; Mr. John Davison, four, weighing 191b.; Mr. J.C. 
Bamlett, nine fish, heaviest 13lb.; Mr. R. Simpson, two fish, 91b.; Mr, R, ‘Thornton, 
eleven fish, weighing 51}1b., heaviest 11lb.; Mr. Noel Villiers, two, weighing 831b. ; 
Mr. Robt. Brown, three, weighing 1241b.; Mr. C. Gillam, three, weighing 22)1b., 
heaviest 141b.; Mr. S. Bryant, six, weighing 21lb.; Mr. S. Haine, one, of 43lb., and 
myself one, of the same weight. This has been the worst season on record here, 
and on the higher reaches next to nothing has beendone, Owing to want of floods, 
the fish could not surmount Dinsdale Dam, where, I understand, they were con- 
gregated by hundreds, and this no doubt will have a prejudicial effect on their 
spawning. Iam sorry my reports have not been as satisfactory as I could wish,— 
G. J. SMITH. { 


Teme (Ludlow). 

The water is now coloured, and has risen. Fishing has been dull during the week 
Few grayling have been caught ; large quantities of eel have been taken. Bottom-fish- 
ing is the chief sport on the water. The Ledwych, Clun, Corve, and Ony are all 
coloured, no fishing had in them,—S, LUDLOW. : 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this district is now running high, and fishing has nearly been 
abandoned, the water being coloured. A few fish have been landed with the worm 
The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are all coloured, There have been no anglers on the 
bank,— WORCESTER, 

Torridge (Torrington). 

River has been in heavy flood for more than a fortnight ; now getting in order 
for fishing, and Tuesday next will be the last day for salmon-fishing in North Devon, 
—PRACTICAL ANGLER, 

Trent (Gainsborough). 

The Trent is now in excellent condition ; but the weather is most unsettled. A 
member of the N.A.C, took seven splendid roach on Friday, with maggot, in an hour 
anda half, The two biggest fish weighed 11b, 1140z.,and 1lb, 30z, The average was 
130z. One or twoof them were opened, and found to contain a long, slimy-looking 
weed growing at the bottom of rivers, and called, I believe, silk weed. I haveno doubt 
in February and March, when this weed has rotted, roach-fishing here will be at its 
best, and the fish themselves in prime condition. On Sunday a small porpoise was seen 
disporting itself in a bend of the river known to anglers as “ Stony Bight.” It 
rolled about in the slack water for some time, apparently enjoying the spring- 
like weather, and evidently quite regardless of a few interested spectators. I 
have been frequently assured by the eel-netters that all scale fish taken by them 
are at once returned to the water; and yet the other day I saw on a fishmonger’s 
stall a fine perch and an undersized pike, which had been taken in the beam nets. 
In the face of this can we wonder at any ill-feeling that may exist between angler 
and netter ?—FRANK R. THORPE, Noy. 10. : 


Trent (Nottingham). 

The weather has been very unsettled during the week, and only the most ardent 
anglors have ventured out. Rain fell almost without intermission on Wednesday 
and Thursday, and we are certain to have a substantial rise. On Tuesday, st Colwick, 
Messrs, J, Spray and J, Theaker, Nottingham, caught some dace and chub by the 
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aid of the maggot ; and on the same day some nice roach were taken with bread 
paste between Sawley Bridge and Trent Lock, A few decent-sized chub were also 
forthcoming from the Shardlow and Weston districts, Very poor sport appears to 

have been met with amongst the bream, which are unusually plentiful in the 
Weston reach. Salmon continue to make headway, and scores of fish have success- 
fully passed over the long length of weirs at King’s Mills for their spawning quarters 
in the Dove. The Recorder of Nottingham (the Hon. Chandos Leigh) has not yet 
delivered judgment 7¢ the night-lining appeal case, which was heard at the late 
Quarter Sessions in that borough. THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


There has been rather too much water for successful grayling-fishing during the 
past week, and, consequently, good dishes have been scarce, Mr. Taylor had a 
| couple of brace of good fish on the Arthington length last Saturday, with worm ; 
: one was an exceptionally large one for this district—viz., llb, 50z. I killed 51b, on 
the Yore the same day near Ripon, numbering nine fish; they were, however, very 
difficult to find, on account of the height of the water.—F’. M. WALBRAN, 


p é , Witham. 

Pike-fishing on the Witham is now becoming pretty good ; but, unfortunately, as 
is often the case, the weather is deterring fair-weather anglers, as well as inter- 
fering to some extent with the sport itself. Since Monday it has been very stormy, and 
this morning there was the first snow, though not much, which turned afterwards 
to cold rain, Fish haye-certainly come more freely to bank, and with the rain this 
will continue to improve. The best I have heard of has been one of nearly 81b., 
caught along with seven others at Brayford. Four good pike were also caught the 

other, day at the Staunch, below Lincoln, by a local angler, and a basket of four, 
scaling 16lb. or 18lb., was made at Bardney. On the Upper Witham, it is said roach 
and chub have been taking bait more freely again, and both here and on the Foss- 

. dyke water good baskets of roach have rewarded the patient angler. The water in 
the river, and also on the drains, is now in excellent order.—L., Noy. 10, 


‘Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 
_ These rivers are still too full for fishing with the fly, and in consequence of the 
cold winds very little has been taken by the bottom fishermen. The Matlock 
_ Angling Association held their annual meeting and dinner at the Station Hotel on 
_ Wednesday, when about thirty-five members and friends sat down to the excellent repast 
‘provided by Host Wheatcroft. From the statement read by the hon, sec., it appears 
the association is in a flourishing condition, and I am pleased to hear the committee 
‘intend purchasing 30,000 ova from Howietown, which, together with what the 
keeper will take from fish in their own water, will doubtless make a total of from 
sixty to seventy thousand the association will lay down in the hatchery this season, 
The quantity of yearlings that have been turned into this water from time to time 
haye thriven wonderfully, and there is no doubt in a few years the above association 
will hold the best trout and grayling stream in the county,—DOTTEREL, 


» Yare (Norwich). 4 d 
-. The bad weather of the past fortnight has prevented much jack-fishing, and only 


‘two or three days have been at all fit on this river, as after the quantity of rain that 

has fallen it continues thick and coloured, and it’s far better to stay by the fireside 

than try for sport under present circumstances. On the Bure, of course, the water 

is not so much affected by rains, and a few fine days would speedily bring this 
stream to a fishable condition, Sunday last was a delightful day ; just the kind we 
should like to see for a month ; reports would then come in quickly. Still, we must 
hope on for better prospects shortly, Mr. Jardine’s articles provide a weekly study 
_how to doit when we get the chance,—ROBERT MOLL, 


arm : Yore (Hawes). 
* ‘The spawning season of the trout is in full operation, thousands of fish being up 

the runners performing their natural functions; some are very fine fish indeed, 
Hundreds of fish have spawned in the main tributaries, as up to this last week they 

were unable to ascend the small brooks; but rain has been almost continuous for 

several days. Grayling seem to be quite gorged with food brought down in the 
numerous freshes, and refuse to look at either maggot. or worm—at least, this has 

be been my experience the last three days. Jimmy Sproats hada nice dish on Satur- 
day to the fly. The fish rose grandly for a short time, and gave fly-fishers a nice 
‘spell of sport, Unfortunately, I had left my fly-book behind, and had to content 

myself with watching ‘‘Sproats” hook fish after fish. In the length of water 

Known as “The Wheel,” -grayling are very numerous; the Smoke Fly did most 
execution,-—J, CORRY, 














SCOTCH NOTES, _ 


. DUMFRIESSHIRE AND GALLOWAY.—As the season draws near its close the sport in- 
creases in all our rivers and tributaries. In Galloway, the dry season kept the 
waters so very low that fish could not ascend to the upper reaches. Perhaps the 
most successful angler in the Urr was Mr. Rold Wheelan, who holds the record for 
the season with a 27]b. salmon, killed on the Munches water. Mr, Wheelan, fishing 
-in the Boat Pool on Saturday, hooked a monster, but lost it after a three hours’ tussle. 
On Monday, Mr. McClymont had a big one “on,” but after a brief struggle, the line 
snapped and the fish got away. The Annan and Nith are in flood, consequently the 
‘waters are too heavy for fly-fishing. In Mount Annan water, Mr, Mansfield killed 
three of 201b. each ; Mr. Boyd, Annan, had one of 18lb.; Mr. J. Dixon, one of 161b., 
and two of 213lb. ; Mr. J, Thomson had one of 19lb. On Tuesday afternoon the 
water cleared after a heavy rise in the night, and Mr. H. Boyd killed a very fine 
oné of 25lb. in the Battery Pool. On Tuesday morning there was a heavy run of 
salmon oyer the caulat Annan Bridge, which augurs well for next week. Anglers 
have done well in the Nith, and there is not likely to be a disappointing day for the 
remainder of the season, 
» Esk, DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Close of the angling season ; good sport on the closing 
days. The angling season in the river Hsk and its tributaries closed on Tuesday of 
last week, and the river haying been in flood, some capital sport was had on that and 
the previous days. In the Canonbie water, on the Monday especially, a number of 
anglers were successful in landing fish, Between 10 a.m. and 12 noon no less than 
ten salmon were killed in the Willow and Cauldron pools ; but, strange to say, there 
was not a single rise afterwards, Tuesday brought a new run of salmon, of heavy 
weight, and although the fishing was interfered with by the high wind, which at 
times “ blew as ’twad blown it’s last,” and the quantity of fallen leaves in the river, 
onthe whole the sport was good. Some yery exciting runs took place, a few of them 
unsuccessful ones, leaving the anglers to mourn the-loss of a favourite fly, Itis the 
general wish in the district that the fly-fishing in the Esk and Liddle should be ex- 
tended a fortnight longer. the same date as the Annan, salmon-fishing being 
frequently at its best when the closing day arrives. The number of fishin the river 
at the present time is a considerable argument in favour of this extension, 
.In the Willow, Cauldron, and Thistle pools, over one hundred fish have 
_ been counted in each, of large size, and in fine condition, In the former 
pool the number counted is is probably below what it contains, a good 
portion of it being rough water, in which the fish cannot beseen. The following 
are a few of the principal takes during the concluding days of the season, from the 
26th of October onwards :—Mr. J, Wylie, Langholm, one salmon of 63lb., in the 
. Cauldron Pool, and a second of 19lb, in the Willow Pool; Mr. R. Calvert, one of 
14lb., at Byre Burnfoot ; Mr. T. Jamison, Wester Hall, one, of 531b., in the Long 
~ Pool; Mr, A. Irvine, Rowanburn, one of 23lb, at Byre Burnfoot; Mr. R. Nelson, 
_ Rowanburn, four fish averaging 18lb. each; Mr. J. H. Park, March Bank, two, of 
14 and 8221b,, in the Cauldron Pool; Mr. Lees, Woodhouse, one of 16lb, in the 
Willow Pool ; Mr, W. Armstrong, Rowanburn,; one of 141b, in the same place, and 
, three, of 9, 13, and 22)b., in the Qauldron Pool; Mr, D, Edgar, Rowanburn, two, 19 
pnd 2llb., in Willow Pool;Mr, J, Steel, Wateh Bill, three, of 8, 21, and 22lby,in 
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the Liddle ; Mr. Scott, Holmfoot, two, of 22 and 231b., in the Cauldron Pool; Mr. F, 
Little, of Byre Burn, two, of 9 and 18lb., at Byre Burnfoot. The past season has 
been much better for sea-trout and whiting, than for salmon-fishing, The river 
has always contained plenty of fish ; but the scarcity of water consequent upon the 
long spell of drought which extended throughout the season, added to which, the 
foulness of the bed of the river, scarcely above once cleared out by a good roaring 
flood during the whole summer, prevented the larger fish from rising to the bait, 
Fewer fish ascended to the upper reaches owing to the same cause, where, as a 
natural result, the sport has been comparatively poor. In the lower reaches, how- 
ever, the splendid takes of sea-trout and herling make up for much of the short- 
comings of the salmon season. Mr. John Ashcroft, Canonbie, in two days, landed 
about 80lb. of these tasty fish, while other baskets of 40lb. and 60lb, are recorded, 
The heaviest salmon captured in the Esk weighed 42lb. This was secured after a 
splendid run by Mr. James Fairbairn, Woodslie Cottage, Canonbie. Several salmon 
of 301b. and upwards were also caught. <A deluge of soup, such as I understand 
flooded the streets and sewers of the metropolis on Lord Mayor’s day, would have 
been welcomed in the Eskdale district at any time during the past summer, and by 
none more so than by the unimaginative—GLOBE TROTTER. 

TWEED, &¢.—During the past week the rivers have been in very bad angling 
trim, only two days having been available for fishing ; but on these days the takes 
got were very good. Both rivers have been much flooded lately, the highest point 
being reached between Monday night and Tuesday morning, when the gauge at 
Kelso Bridge reached a height of 7ft. The average height, however, has been 4ft., 
and the rivers have been much benefitted by the floods, both as regards cleaning 
them and allowing of a fresh run of salmon from the sea to the upper reaches. On 
the Twizel water, on Tuesday, Mr. Wane had a salmon and a grilse, and on the 
same water Mr. Swan had a beautiful salmon which weighed 401b,—MAXWHEEL 
Kelso, Nov. 10, 











THE ESK (WHITBY). 
SALMON-FISHING, both by the net at sea and with the rod in the river, has now 
been brought to a close. The season at the early part of it promised to bea 
peculiarly bad one, but it proved highly remunerative to the sea-fishers, while it 
has been a moderate one for the anglers. The net fishermen, through the 
Parliamentary representative of the Whitby division (Mr. E. W. Beckett) made 
an effort to induce the Board of Trade to extend the season for net-fishing at 
sea, their contention being that the quantity of salmon was abnormal, and that 
by a fortnight’s extension of their season the quantity of fish would not be 
diminished to any appreciable degree, while it would be profitable to them (the 
fishermen) at a period of the year when money to them would be most useful. 
In compliance with these representations, made through Mr. Beckett, the Board 
of Trade sent down Mr, Berrington, Chief Inspector of Fisheries, to investi- 
gate and make independent inquiries on the spot. That gentleman 
accordingly visited Whitby, and made diligent inquiries of those practically 
acquainted with the local wants and peculiarities, and of others from whom 
he judged he would be most likely to obtain the most reliable and trustworthy 
information. Subsequently, Mr. Berrington made his report to the Board of 
Trade, basing it upon undeniable facts and figures. The report was unfavour- 
able to any extension of the time for net-fishing for salmon, so it is extremely un- 
likely thatany such extension will be granted. Of course, this is a disappointment 
to some of the fishermen ; but it is generally conceded now that the reeommenda- 
tion is based on true lines, especially when it is considered unwise in other cases 
as well as fishing, to adopt the principle of killing the goose that lays the golden 
eggs. At the earlier period of the season the prospects of good angling up the 
river were very poor, and it was not till very late that there was a flood 
sufficiently large to allow the salmon to get over the various dams, 
Independently of this, the passes ‘are very bad, particulary those 
at Ruswarp. Many a time this season have I seen salmon make tre- 
mendous leaps and long-sustained struggles to reach the upper waters of the 
river, only to be hurled back again, some of them almost senseless with the 
cruel blows which they received by coming in such forcible contact with the 
masonry of the dam or with the huge boulders at the bottom of the pass. This 
is not as it should be, and every year demonstrates the urgency of the necessity 
for an improved state of things in this respect. One source of great dis- 
appointment, if not irritation, to our local anglers was the withdrawal from the 
Association of the Ruswarp dam, and the waters up to as far as Sleights, one of 
the best trout and salmon-fishing stations in the north of Yorkshire. The rights 
to this fishing are held by Sir Charles Strickland, Bart., by virtue of his trust 
as lord of the manor of Whitby. What was the real occasion for his practically 
closing the waters against anglers I do not pretend to know, and no one 
seems to have any particular or reliable information on the point, 
as to the cause, or causes, which induced Sir Charles to take such a step ; but 
certain it is he has, by adopting such course, crippled to a considerable extent the 
innocent enjoyment not only of our local anglers, but many scores of visitors at 
Whitby during the summer season, to whom “a bit of angling” was a most 
attractive pastime. It may be that after some further consideration of the 
matter, Sir Charles Strickland will permit himself to be influenced by a 
generous and quite unselfish impulse, and again gracefully concede some of 
these angling rights—with the nominal acknowledgment, of course. Among 
the most successful anglers during the past season were Captain James Dinsdale, 
Mr. R. Hay, Mr. 8. Ley, Mr. F. W. Donkin, Mr. J. H. Keighley, Mr. 


R. Calvert, Mrs. Keighley, Captain Hay, Mr. A. Y. Stewart, Mr. 
G. H. Rhodes, Mr. Briggs, Mr. Calvert (Goathland), Mr. Read- 
man, Mr. Brockett, Mr. J..H. Leng, Mr. EH. Anderson, Mr. Robson, 


Mr. Hayes and Mr. J. Moore. Speaking of salmon the average weight of the 
fish has ranged about &lb. to 7lb., though a large number have been caught 
weighing 15lb. to 16lb. To Mrs. Keighley, wife of Mr. J. H. Keighley, Spring- 
hill House, Whitby, is due the distinction of landing the largest fish of the 
season. It weighed 17lb. I have not heard of much poaching going on in the 
river during the season, though it is not unlikely that some of our friends may 
be thinking of being a little active in that direction during these dark nights. It 
is comforting in some degree, however, to know that a strict watch is being kept. 
While there are no reliable reports of poaching, there are, I am sorry to say, 
stories of the adoption of unfair means of catching salmon in one or two of the 
upper reaches of the river. If these stories are true, it is quite certain that the 
association should exercise their undoubted powers, expose the guilty parties, 
and effectually put a stop to the pernicious practice. dade 
EE ES 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 

(SpEcIALLY compiled for the FisHinc GazeTre by Messrs. Hughes, Eh, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, Londen, W.C.) 
Duncan CampBELt, of London, for “ Improvements in Ships’ Yards for Faciliv 

tating the Furling of Sails,” 
Georap Gatton Meiyvisa Harpincuam, of London, for “ Improyements in 
Mounting and Working Centre Boards for Sailing Vessels, 
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TWA SCOTCH STORIES. 


May I venture to send two stories told by my dear old Queensland 
chum, Tom B——, when we lived together in the Bush in the 
old, old days? Tom was the son of a well-known Greenock 
clergyman, and, having passed his early days about the Clyde, 
knew a thing or two about boating and yachting, and loved a 
joke. Here are two good stories for Max O’Rell, and may afford 
‘‘Gilnockie” a laugh. I don’t think they are hackneyed, and 
that is saying a good deal nowadays. 


First Srory. 

Owner of a steamer goes on board for the trial trip ; he is a moneyed man, 
absolutely ignorant of nautical affairs and terms. The trip ended, the man at 
the wheel is bringing his boat into the “Quay.” Now, the really splendid 
helmsman, who can steer to an inch, comes in ata slapping pace, and to the 
horror of the nervous, over-anxious owner, the vessel seems to be steered by a 
madman, for he goes straight for the Quay, having already found that she flies 
round to a touch of the helm like a bird; and so he intends to show off his 
steering by doing “ port” or “starboard” at the very latest moment consistent 
with safety. But the moments seem years to the unhappy owner, who, unable 
to stand the strain longer, and forgetting that the captain is in command, yells 
out at the top of his voice the following command, all ina string : “ Pit—her 
—helm—sae—as—to—keep—her—heed—afi—the—Quay !” Everybody aboard 
who knew “ what was what” roared. The boiler itself all but burst—but 


didn’t. 
No. 2—Wuicu is ‘Rate GuDE.” 

A Scotch land-lubber is out in the Frith of Clyde in a sailing boat, which 
bowls along, heeling over 1ather more than our friend approves of. He is 
seen madly holding on to the shrouds on the windward side with an 
anxious, unhappy look. Suddenly he turns round, and sees a fellow 
at the tiller. His grip tightens, and he howls out, wildly and_ ex- 
citedly, “ What for are ye kittlin’ her up ahint wi’ that muckle stick? If 
ye dinna st6p, I'll let her come ower wi’ a clash.” (Anglicc : Why are you 
tickling her up behind with that big stick? If you don’t cease, I'll let the boat 
tumble over with a crash.) E. M. Too. 





THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 
Tur conference on Saturday was an unqualified success. The attendance was 
both large and representative, and the speeches were all of a practical character. 
There can be no doubt that if the movement continues to inspire the 


enthusiasm manifested on Saturday a satisfactory result will be attained. The. 


following were the societies and associations represented :—Edgbaston Pisca- 
torial, Mr. J. Ellison; Midland, Mr. J. Gregory ; Birmingham Piscatorial, Mr. 
©. Holloway ; Plume, Mr. A. Keeling ; Highgate Park, Mr. Eaton ; Rose and 
Crown, Mr. J. Dance; Highgate, Mr. R. Gumbly ; Garrison, Mr. Catch- 
pate; Leopold, Mr. West; West End, Mr. Wainwright; Brothers Well 
Met, Mr. T. Kimberley; Prospect, Mr. <A. Griffiths; Small Heath, 
Mr. J. Taylor; Bird in the Hand, Mr. T. Hobbs, Cottage of 
Content, Mr. Kirby; Spring Hill, Mr. Pickford ; King’s Arms, Mr. Watson ; 
Highland Laddie, Mr. Perry ; Deritend, Mr. C. Haines ; St. George’s, Mr. A. 
Roberts ; Convivial, Mr. T. Langford ; Britannia, Mr. W. Peakman ; Hearts of 
Oak, Mr. H. Attwood ; Unity, Mr. A. Pankhurst ; Bell Barn, Mr. R. Thomas ; 
Belmont, Mr. G. James ; St. Paul’s, Mr. T. Hobson ; Ladywood, Mr. McKenzie ; 
Old Green Man, Mr. B. Trott ; Worcester Cross, Mr. A. Hall ; Bordesley Wal- 
tonians, Mr. A. Bass ; Camden, Mr. A. Mertens; Truthful Vine, Mr. Brittian ; 
Bristol, Messrs. J. W. Cundall and Frost ; Worcester, Messrs. R. Wingfield and 
A. Lacroix ; Worcestershire, Surgeon-major Randle Buck ; Kidderminster, 
Messrs. Hirst and Parsons ; and Liverpool, Mr. R. Woolfall. Mr. Thomas Coles, 
president of the Birmingham Association, was unanimously elected to the chair, 
and Major Buck to the vice-chair. 

In opening the proceedings, the chairman, in the interests of angling, gave a 
brief outline of the efforts made in the past to secure from the London and 
North-Western and Great Western Railway Companies privileges similar to 
those granted by the Midland Company to anglers in ihe Midlands. There 
were three courses open to the Conference, the first being the establishment 
of a powerful provincial association. They could approach the companies by 
petition ; or they could appoint a deputation from that meeting to wait upon 
the directors. They would have to be in a position to guarantee to the directors 
of both companies that the privilege would not be abused. Major R. Buck 
(Worcestershire) thoroughly endorsed the views of the chairman, and expressed 
the opinion that if fishermen would use the ticket fairly there would be no difficulty 
in obtaining the concessionsought. Mr. Lacriox (Worcester), speaking in support 
of the chairman’s views, declared that the companies were indifferent to their own 
welfare in withholding the privilege from all anglers because of the misconduct 
of a few at a time when there was no organisation powerful enough to punish 
the wrong doers. He mentioned the increased number of licenses (8,000) taken 
out for Sévern fishing this season to show the growth of angling, and asserted 
that the figures would be more than doubled if the directors would be considerate 
in the matter. Mr. J. W. Cundall (Bristol), on behalf of the association he 
represented, proffered hearty co-operation in anything that the conferences 
should decide upon doing. He was of opinion that should they succeed the 
tickets would have to be issued from one centre. It would be useless to apply 
for a large number of stations. They must be satisfied with a few, and they 
should be short distances, because this was essentially a working-man’s question. 
Those who undertook long journeys for trout or salmon-fishing could afford to 
pay the ordinary fares. 

Eventually Mr. A. Lacroix, Worcester, moved “ That a Provincial Association 
be formed, consisting of all those societies interested in the question of railway 
privileges, and that all those societies and associations that have no representa- 
tive at this meeting be written to, inviting their co-operation and requesting 
them to choose a delegate to act on their behalf.’’ This was seconded by Major 
Buck, and warmly supported by Messrs. J. W. Cundall, S. White, and A. Hall. 
It was decided that the committee should be a movable one. The meeting then 
proceeded to the election of officers; Mr. Thomas Coles being unanimously 
elected president, Major Buck and Mr. J. W. Cundall vice-presidents, with 
Major Buck as treasurer, Mr. J. W. Cundall newspaper correspondent, and Mr. 
C. White hon. secretary. A vote was then taken as to the next place of meeting, 
and Worcester was ultimately decided upon, the place being the Bull’s Head, 
High-street, and the time Saturday, November 19th, at six o’clock prompt. 
Votes of thanks to the proprietors of the Daily Times, the chairman, and vice- 
chairman, concluded one of the most important meetings ever held in the 
Midland capital. 





_ Mamma : Teddy, how often have I told you not to play with your soldiers on 
Sunday ? Teddy: Yes, but mamma, this is a religious war, 
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ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The Renting and Preservation Committee held their usual monthly meeting at 
the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, on Monday evening, November 7th. They 
proceeded to elect a permanent chairman in place of Mr, G. H. Field, who resigned 
his position on account of ill health, and have been fortunate enough to induce Mr. 
Murphy (Good Intent) to undertake the office, The business transacted by them is 
almost always of a private character, having reference to renting waters, &c. There 
isa very good water engaging their attention at the present time, which they hope 
to be successful in obtaining for the members of the association. The general 
committee met at 9 o’clock, but in such a thorough state of efficiency are all the 
affairs pertaining to the association that there was no business to bring before them, 
and the meeting adjourned at 9.30.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION VISITING LIST. 

The societies on this list visiting the Rodney Piscatorials on Monday, the 7th inst., 
were fairly represented considering the weather and attractions elsewhere. The 
next visit will be to the St. George’s ; date, &c., per next. JOHN SMITH, Visiting 
Officer. 

EASTERN DISTRICT VisiITING List, No. 2. 

The next return visit on the above list will take place at the Crown and Bucklana 

Angling Society on Monday, Nov. 14.—F. THoRLING. 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 10s. 6d, 

from the donation box of the South London Angling Society.—_R. GHURNEY, sec. 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Noy. 6th Mr. F. Harding weighed-in roach, 7lb. 90z.; Mr. J. Newson, roach 
and dace, 41b. loz. On Monday, Nov. 7th, the return visit on the Central Association 
list was a complete success. Messrs. ©. A. Medcalf and W. Say occupied the chair 
and vice-chair. Notably amongst those present was Mr. Kelly, vice-president C. A. ; 
Mr. Gear, host of the Silver Trouts ; Mr. Pope, host Lord Nelson, Bishopsgate. The 
harmony of the evening was varied and very good. The following gentlemen sang, 
and many were encored : Messrs. Attwell, Smedling, Dando, Say, Faith, Gear, Vian, 
Swain (N.W.), Field, F. Beddow, Austin (Mitre), Smith (Odds and Evens), C. Watling, 
Ford (Hearts of Oak), Robinson, The number of clubs represented was 24, for 
which the chairman returned thanks on behalf of the Amicable Brothers. The 
next return visit will go to the Alliance, Clerkenwell, Mr. Cundell, secretary. 
Members. don’t forget to come up not later than Nov. 23rd to settle for the Christmas 
prizes.—J. WORLEDGE, 

ATHENAUM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first of our special meetings, which will be held monthly during the winter 
season, takes place on Thursday next, 17th inst, at the Criterion (Spiers and Pond’s), 
Piccadilly-cireus, when Mr. 8, C. Harding will read a paper on “ Art in its Relation 
to Angling.” The chair will be taken at 8 o’clock. The paper will be followed by 
discussion ; and a selection of angling songs and music will afterwards be given, in 
which Mr. A. W. Hale and other members of the society have kindly promised to 
assist. All angling friends interested in the subject of the paper are welcome to 
attend. The December paper will be by Dr. Spurgin, on “ The Wonders of Aquatic 
Life” ; and in January, Mr. T, Crumplen will read a paper on “ The Desirability of 
an Amendment of the Fishery Laws relating to English Rivers.” Oa each of these 
occasions all friends will be welcomed, and we hope to see many visitors on Thurs- 
day next, for Mr, Harding’s paper is sure to reward those who attend.—T, P. C. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our visit of the South London clubs on Monday last was a great success, as 
although only a dezen clubs were represented, our club-room was filled with an 
euthusiastic audience. Mr, John Smith, district officer for the Anglers’ Association 
visits, was present, also our South London List officer, Mr. L. Court. The following 
clubs answered to the roll :—Bermondsey Brothers, Blackfriars, Anglers’ Pride, 
Brunswick, City of London, Rodney, Wellington, Grange, Kenningtonians, Wag- 
goners, St. George’s, and Islington Brothers, The next visit will be paid to the 
Kenningtonians Society. The business of Friday, the 4th inst., was of the ordinary 
character, Mr. James Smith presiding, faced by Mr. F. W. Willis; and on the 6th 
inst., only a couple of members weighed-in ; James Smith having 81b. 14}0z., from 
Pulborough ; and H. Bryan, 2lb. 1230z., from Ware, all roach.—J. DEPLIDGE, 


hon, sec. 
BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 6thinst. the following members weighed-in :—Mr,. D. Dodson, 5lb, 1loz, 
of roach, the largest fish 14oz. ; Mr. R. Gatney, 3}1b. of roach ; Mr. J. Court, 21b, 602. ; 
Mr. A. Frost and Mr. W. Taylor, roach. On the 13th inst. we fish a match for six 
prizes, the place to be selected at the meeting previous.—A. CONN, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 9th November, Mr. R.. Atchison in the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed. Taking advantage of a strong muster of Ye 
Friars, the chairman prescribed a strong dose of business, including the opening of 
a long Christmas prize list. Conditions and date of competition will figure No. 1 
on next Wednesday’s agenda for consideration. Replying to correspondent “ T. C.,” 
Ye Friars would be pleased to accept his superfluity of roach providing he will allow 
them to participate in the catching of them, Date and locality of the scene of 
operation, addressed to the club-house, will receive prompt attention. “T. C.” 
should certainly join an angling society. Mr. J. Jones suggests Ye Olde Blacke 
Friars. November 6th, Mr. R, Atchison presiding. In the competition at Sunbury 
Lock, four prizes out of six were won—viz.:—lst prize, Mr. R. Atchison; 2nd 
prize, Mr. W. White ;. 3rd prize, Mr. H. Holben: 4th prize, Mr. W. Aaron. An har- 
monic meeting and a draw for 50 prizes, given by tradesmen in the vicinity of 
Broadwall, is convened for Monday, the 28th inst., for the benefit of the widow and 
six children (eldest eleven) of the late Mr. W. Williamson, a respected member of 
this society. Tickets 6d. each. All communications addressed. to Mr. W. Woods, 
secretary of the committee, Peabody Arms, Broadwall, Stamford-street, 8.E., will 
be duly acknowledged._JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. : 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following members have registered some good shows of fish during October. 
Oct. 2nd, Mr. Norris, roach and dace. Oct. 9th, Mr. Jones, roach; Mr. Burwash, 
dace and roach ; Mr. Penn, jack; Mr. Norris, roach and dace. Oct. 16th, several 


members competed between Sunbury and Walton, Meadow Side, in a pegged- » 


down match for Miss L. Linder’s prize, a club prize, and Mr. Afflett’s prize; a 
very few weighable fish were taken. Mr. Burwash first, Mr. Wallington second ; 
the third prize was not taken. From elsewhere, Mr. Norris, bream and roach. Oct. 
19th, Mr. Pratt, two barbel, 7b, 240z., one chub, 41b, 1140z. (being preserved), roach 
and dace. Oct. 23rd, Mr. Chapman, dace; Mr. Norris, bream, roach, and dace ; Mr, 
Bowley, jack ; Mr. H. Long, roach. Oct. 30th, Mr. Franklin, roach ; Mr. Norris, 
roach ; Mr, Chapman, roach and dace; Mr. Colwell, roach ; Mr. Walter, roach and 
dace. Mr. Nunn’s prize for the largest roach taken in October was 
won by Mr. Norris. Mr. W. Long’s prize for the gross weight of dace 
from St. Margaret’s, between July 6th and November 2nd, was won by 
Mr. Burwash, On Wednesday, November 2nd, a general meeting took place, Mi, 
Penn in the chair; the minutes were read and confirmed. The half-yearly fish 
account was laid before the members, who seemed very well satisfied with the same, 


The Ghurney and Murray and Fitch testimonial lists were referred to the committee. . 


Mr. Walter was re-elected check secretary ; three new members were elected. Our 
return visit on the No, 2 Hastern District List, Anglers’ Association, was appointed 
to take place on Monday, November 14th (chairman, Mr. Penn ; vice, Mr. Turner), 
when I hope we shall have our usual support from our brother anglers and friends, 
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Our half-yearly supper will take place on Wednesday, November 30th, at our head- 
quarters, Middlesex Arms, Clerkenwell-green. Mr. W. Ramsey will occupy the chair, 
faced by Mr. W. Leeke,—W. H. BuRWASH, sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The monthly delegate meeting was held at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s-lane, 
on Friday week last, and was numerously attended. Mr. Medcalf, president, 
occupied the chair, Among the correspondence was a letter from the Maidstone 
Preservation Society, thanking the Association for their donation towards the pre- 
servation of the Medway. Mr. Wade, secretary, reported that he had recently visited 
Maidstone, and was satisfied that the Preservation Society there was doing a really 
useful work, and carefully looking after the waters under their control. He was 
desired to state that they would welcome London anglers on the banks of the Med- 
way, as well as at their headquarters, the Star and Garter, High-street, Maidstone. 
One of the delegates spoke strongly in praise of the excellent fishing to be had in 
that neighbourhood, and of the many facilities afforded there to anglers. Mr. Wade 
also mentioned that he had visited T'unbridge, and gave the meeting some interest- 
jng information gleaned on that occasion. Mr. Crumplen and Mr. Kelly were 
appointed scrutineers on behalf of the Central Association to inspect the books of 
the Anglers’ Association as usual, with a view to arriving at the respective amounts 
to be paid towards the rental of waters by the Fisheries Society. On the motion of 
Mr. Crane, it was resolved to request all secretaries of societies enrolled 
with us, to forward their subscription lists on behalf of the proposed 
testimonial to Messrs. Murray and Fitch not later than the end of the year, with 
a view to its early presentation. Several delegates drew attention to the angling 
notes appearing in a Sunday newspaper, which notes they thought not remarkable 
for accuracy or originality. They desire it to be known that the testimonial to 
Messrs, Murray and Fitch was announced when they vacated their respective posts 
at the end of last season, and before it was known that an appeal was likely to be 
made on behalf of anyone connected with another Association. The fund was re- 
ported to be making satisfactory progress, and it is hoped will be alike worthy 
of the recipients and the association. In response to a very hearty vote of thanks, 
moved by Mr. T. Crumplen, and seconded by Mr. Farebrother, Mr. Wade, secre- 
tary, announced that the association was still increasing in numbers, over 1,100 
privilege cards having been issued and paid for since June last. The roll was 
then called, and a vote of thanks to the president terminated the proceedings. 

The return on the Visiting List,which was paid to the Amicable Brothers, Bald-Faced 
Stag, Worship-square, on Monday, the 7th inst., was a great success, the large club- 
room being filled to overflowing, so that an adjoining room had to be brought into 
use. On the roll being called twenty-four clubs answered to their names ; there 
were also present several members of other societies not enrolled on this association. 
The next visit will be paid to the Alliance Angling Society, Clerkenwell Tavern, 
Farringdon-road, on Tuesday, Nov. 29, notice of which will be sent by their secre- 
tary, Mr, Cundell.—C, A. Mrpca.r. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The only members who have weighed in since my last report are the following : 
—Mr. Curson, who has had a few roach and dace (largest dace 840z.), also a jack, 
which, like the servant’s baby, was ‘“ werry small”; and Mr. Grimaldi also a few 
roach and dace (largest roach 1b, 40z.).—J AcKo. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

The programme concert for Wednesday next will commence at 8.30 p.m.sharp. A 
good programme has been arranged, and we hope to see all members present, anda 
good show of brother anglers and friends. Nothing has been done in the way of 
fishing, the weather being anything but of the best—ALr, H, EvAns, sec, 

CLAPTON. 

The weekly meet'ng was held on Monday last at the Downs Hotel, Mr. H. A. Beck 
in the chair. Ordinary business was transacted. Catches reported: Mr. Wilks, a 
4lb. 100z. jack from the New River ; Mr. Hicks, four jack weighing 20lb., from Bar- 
ford ; a jack of 4lb. was taken by a member from our private water at the Copper 
Mill; Mr, J. B. Caldecott and friend, three days’ “jacking” at private water in 
Suffolk, 28 fish, largest scaling 6lb., 15 returned to the waters to “live and grow 
better.” Angling matters generally talked over, and the usual vote of thanks to 
the chairman closed proceedings.—Hrnry Howss, hon. sec. 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on Noy. 6th, when some gooi fish were weighed 
in, Mr, I’, Stone, roach, dace, and chub, 11lb. 430z.,—one chub 31b. 540z., one roach 
1lb, 1oz., and one dace 9}0z. being amongst them. The following also weighed in : 
—Mr. Wilkins, roach, 1lb. 730z.; Mr. Allen, dace, 2lb, 440z.; Mr. Langton, roach, 
1lb, 7}0z. ; Mr. Ball, roach, 2ib. 1530z.; Mr, Abbott, chub ; and Mr. A. Barrett, dace. 
There will be business of importance brought forward next meeting night, Wednes- 
day, the 9th inst.—H. PALMER, sec, 

EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

As far as our takes of fish are concerned, we have nothing worth reporting ; but 
we would wish to remind all brothers of the rod of our desire for their attendance 
on Wednesday, Nov. 16 (for the information of strangers, I would intimate that the 
club-house is the Spread Hagle, 66, Gill-street, Limehouse, and trams from Aldgate 
pass the top of the street every three minutes), when we can promise all visitors a 
pleasant evening. The chair will be taken at eight o’clock.—W. BARTLETT, hon. sec. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. . 

The fortnightly meeting was held on the 3rd inst., Mr. J. H. Rich occupying the 
chair, The minutes of the previous meeting having been confirmed, the committee's 
recommendation for a match for three prizes to be held on the 8th inst. was laid 
before the members. It was decided to go to Windsor and carry out the committee's 
suggestions, The match was held at Windsor on Tuesday. The river was very 
bright, and the prizes were not won, as not one member caught sufficient fish__ W. K. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Dr. Brunton took the chair at the meeting on Tuesday, this being the date fixed 
for the first of a series of discussions on various subjects connected with fish and 
fishing. On this occasion, Mr, A. W. Parker opened the proceedings by reading a 
very well-reasoned paper “ On the Advantages of Sea-Fishing.” Mr. Parker claimed 
for sea-fishing the superiority, as against freshwater angling, on the following six 
points :—Ist, greater healthfulness; 2nd, more scope and greater benefit to the 
mind ; 3rd, more certainty of sport ; 4th, a greater variety of fish to angle for; 5th, 
larger size of the fish usually taken ; and, 6th, greater value of the fish, both from a 
sporting and culinary point of view. At the conclusion of the paper a lively and 
amusing discussion ensued, in which the following gentlemen, amongst others, took 
part :—Messrs. Norman, Thornton Green, Bentley, Walker, Chambers, Young, 
Ohlson, and Thomas, Dr, Brunton finishing with a most entertaining summing-up 


~-in his very happiest vein, leaning very much to the views taken in the paper. A 


cordial vote of thanks to Mr, Parker (who had replied with great ability to points 
raised in the discussion), and an enthusiastic vote of thanks to the genial chairman, 
closed the very successful proceedings.—B. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The only takes of fish I have to record this week were contributed by the follow- 
ing members :—Messrs, Henrie, roach and dace; Green, roach and gudgeon; De 
Perran, roach ; Ellins, roach ; G, Crow, roach and dace; A. Crow, dace; and Mr, 
Roach, gudgeon.—C, B. L. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Friday last, the 4th inst., the usual weekly meeting was held. It is proposed 
shortly to have a friendly competition for money prizes with one or more of the 
neighbouring clubs, to be contributed equally by each society. Members are 
requested to attend next Friday, when important business will be brought forward.— 
W. H, JoHNSON, sec. 

. HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of the members were out on Noy. 6th; but the shows of fish were very 
poor. H, Steadman had chub ; T, Haycox and A. Hattemore, roach,—R, GHURNEY, 
sec, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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Sesser? 
HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club went out on the 6th inst.; but the takes were of 
no account—only a few dace and roach. The usual smoking concert was heldon the 
8th inst, at the club-house, when a large number of members attended from other 
clubs.—THOMAS THOMPSON, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Monday last Mr. Baker took the chair, and the minutes having 
been read and passed, the election of Mr. George Ohlson took place, nem. dis. The 
various highly artistic designs for the society’s device were again examined and dis- 
cussed, anda very unanimous vote of thanks passed to Mr. R. B. Lodge for the 
trouble he has taken, and is taking, in the matter. It was announced that a dona- 
tion of books for the library, from Mr. C. 8. Haslop, would be in the members’ 
hands at the next meeting. The chairman made a very satisfactory statement re- 
garding our esteemed vice-president, Mr, J. M. Broad, whose health is so rapidly 
mending that he expects to be able soon to again attend the society’s meetings, 
which at present are, by his kind permission, held at his residence, After the usual 
discussion of piscatorial topics, &c., a cordial vote of thanks to the chairman termi- 
nated the proceedings.—C. H. KENNETT, hon. sec, 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We have been successful at last in obtaining the right of fishing in a piece of 
water about four miles out of Liverpool belonging to Lord Derby. It is fairly well- 
stocked with coarse fish, and the fishermen say there are a few big trout init ; but 
we shall make it a first-class fishing resort for our members, as we shall put in some 
good trout, and are making arrangements to net some good waters and transfer all 
the better sort of fish to this place.—Rp. WoOLFALL, hon. sec. 


NOY'TINGHAM TEMPERANCE ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The half-yearly meeting, supper, and prize awarding took place at the club-house 
(Mr. Minn’s, Arkwright-street), the president (Mr. Councillor Lee) occupying the 
chair, and all the officers and members, with one exception, being present. Ample 
justice was done to the good supper provided. The prizes were next awarded as 
under :—First prizes : Barbel, 5{b. 1loz. 2shots, Mr. B. Richards; dace, 9oz. 4shots, 
Mr, H. Green ; 11b. 80z. 2shots, Mr. C. H. Kirk ; bream, 3lb. 14oz., Mr. A, Green ; 
perch, 14oz. 3shots, Mr. Councillor Lee; bleak, 1}oz. shot, Mr. IT. Green ; second 
prizes being won by Messrs. J. H. Baker, G. H. Kirk, T. Shepherd, T, Wheatlay, 
Sewell, J. Lowater, and A.M. Pearson. An interesting discussion as to the best 
means of preventing the practice of the poachers, netters, dynumitards, stringers, 
and others who use obnoxious or illegal means of taking fish, whereby the streams 
and rivers are being emptied of their varied finny inhabitants, took place; the 
result of which was a unanimous vote thanking the Trent Conservancy Board for 
their consistent action in trying to prevent the depopulation of the waters under 
their jurisdiction, and ordering the payment of the subscription forthwith, The 
various speakers were unanimous in condemning the practices of the “ night liners” 
as being unnecessarily cruel and in every way ot an objectionable character, The 
officers were elected for the ensuing half-year :—President, Mr, Councillor Lee ; 
vice-presidents, Messrs. J. Lowater, H. Green, and B. Richards; secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. J. H. Baker; committee, Messrs. Raven, A. M. Pearson, Brittle, 
T, Green, Sewell, and C. H. Kirk, A pleasant and interesting evening was spent. 


NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

During the last fortnight there has been nothing doing by the members of above. 
On the 20th inst. a match will take place fora series of prizes at Egham, the last 
before the half-yearly distribution ; members intending to compete will please send 
in their names on or before the 17th.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. 

PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of this society was held at the Arboretum Hotel on Friday 
evening, 100 persons sitting down to an excellent repast. Mr. T. Roe, M.P., occupied 
the chair, and was supported by Messrs, Stephenson Peach, J. Murphy, Hodson, Lee, 
J. Cadman, Humber, A, Cadman, C. R. B. Eddowes, W. Bennett, C. W. Cooke, &c. 
Mr. Stephenson Peach, in proposing ‘Success to the Pride of Derby Angling 
Society,” congratulated them heartily on their financial position, and remarked that 
he did not know of any similar club in England with such a balance on the right 
side as £83. Mr. Eddowes referred to a case in Nottingham where two men were 
convicted by the magistrates for night lining, but they had appealed to the Recorder. 
After mentioning that the river Trent was much less polluted than it was some 
time ago, Mr, Eddowes stated that if they had a close time at all, a close time for 
the whole of the district would be best. The balance-sheet of the society for the 
year ending August 8th showed that amongst the chief subscribers were Messrs, H. 
H. Crewe, C. F. Roe, E. C. 8. Holden, W. J. Stephenson Peach, HE. J. Bird, C. W. 
Cooke, W. H. Worthington, T, Roe, M.P., W. J. Bower, W. Ward, E. J. Bird, T, 
Highton, H. Brailsford, J. Robinson, A. Swingler, J. Close, and S. Worrall, and 
Colonel Pountain. The receipts amounted to £171 7s. 8d., and the expenses to 
£87 14s, 103d., leaving a balance of £83 12s, 103d. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening last, at the Mona Hotel, Covent-garden, the above society 
held their first smoking concert of the season; Mr. R. J, Fennings occupied the 
chair, the vice-chairman being Mr. Reg. E. Booker. There was a large attendance 
of members and friends. The programme was characteristic of the society : St. 
Peter fishing with his nets on the face, and the following quotation from Izaak 
Walton—‘ Well sung, Master; this day’s fortune and pleasure, and this night’s 
company and song do all make me more and more in love with angling.” The fol- 
lowing gentlemen took part in the programme :—Messrs, Sinclair Mantell, E. K. 
Foreman, F. W, King, W. Fennings, E, F, Buels, Master G. Haynes, G. Sandford, R. 
Green, R, Fennings, Walter Joy, Graham Gordon, H. H. Brown, H. C. Burrowes, F. 
G, Phillips, and Dr. Brunton, Encores. were not permitted, but the applause was 
deservedly earned by all the vocalists. The instrumental portion of the concert was 
most efficiently maintained by the Messrs. Fennings, H. H. Brown, and Sinclair 
Mantell. The successful anglers, Messrs, Walker and Harden, who had a nice show 
of chub and roach, were duly toasted by the chairman, and cordially responded to 
by the assembled company, Late in the evening, Mr. R. Green responded toa 
unanimous encore in “The Toreador,’ from Carmen, which he sang with some 
stirring effect. “The Piscatorial Society”? was proposed by the chairman and duly 
honoured. ‘The Healths of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman,” with “ Auld Lang 
Syne” and the “ National Anthem,” brought a most successful evening to a close.—- 
T 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 6th, Mr, H. Haine, 15lb. roach; Mr. J, Smith, 121b. roach; Mr. T. Line, 
731b, dace ; Mr. J. Wigley, bream, roach, and dace; Mr. T, Hill, roach; Mr. F, E. 
Selth, dace ; Mr. H. Watkins, dace. On the 7th the visit of the S.D.A.A. was paid 
to this society by the following societies: Angler’s Pride, Bermondsey Brothers, 
Peckham Brothers, Rodney, St. George’s, Walworth Waltonians, Crown and Buckland, 
and Independent. The sincere thanks of this society are tendered to those gentlemen 
that honoured us with their company on that occasion in spite of the weather, and 
attractions offered by other societies on that evening, At the meeting held on the 
9th it was decided that the committee be requested to attend on Tuesday, Nov. 15th, 
to arrange the November outing. Mr, J. Forth has kindly offered a prize, for com- 
petition as the society thinks fit. Letters received from the Branswick and the 
Crown and Buckland. + “P.andC.,” of “J. D.,” “F. G.” of that date will prove 
if information given to “S. B.” is right or wrong, [ think.—PIrxre. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 6th inst., Mr. Marlow weighed-in one chub, weighing 3lb. 5}0z., and Mr. 
Dent, roach, thereby taking the prize left from last outing. On Tuesday, 8th inst., 
our smoking concert took place, Through some unexplained cause, our pianist 
failed to appear ; but, through the kind forbearance of our visitors and the energy 
of Mr, Williams, we filled his place, Having once started, we kept it up till closing 
time. We were honoured with representatives from the following societies : 
Brunswicks, Bloomsbury, Amicable, Islington, Independent Brothers, Golden 
Barbel, and Rodney. The following gentlemen contributed to ithe success of the 
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evening : Messrs. Robbins, Faith, Williams, Bryan, Gear, ‘and Lancaster. To the 
toast of “The Visitors,” Mr. Colson replied in his usual humorous manner, Messrs. 
Depiidge and Clark replied for the visiting clubs. Mr. Gibson weighed-in roach 
10lb., largest fish, 1]b. 5}0z., and one dace, 640z.—PELICAN, 

SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last, the following gentlemen have joined the committee :—Mr, Harris 
and Mr. Jarvis, of the Marylebone Angling Society; Mr. Page and Mr. Brady, 
Hammersmith ; and Mr. Frewin, Royal George. The prize list now exceeds £15, a 
list of which I will give next week. The next committee meeting will take place 
on Wednesday, Dee. 16, at 8.30 p.m. sharp.—W. WILSON, sec. 

SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A goodly number of our members turned out on the 6th inst; all had fish, our 
trays being well filled. The principal contributors were Messrs. May, Kidd, sen., 
Close, Kidd, jun., Kirk, and Parrott.—KE. Kipp, sec. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A competition will take place on November 13th at Great Marlow for three prizes, 
presented by Messrs. Cuthbert, Webb, and Gretton, the heaviest gross weight of 
any kind of fish, subject to club measurement, to take them in rotation, There have 
only been moderate catches by our members lately, the last being by Messrs, Bedford 
and Organ, of 141b, jack and roach, on the 2nd inst.—T. GRETTON, 

ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We fish our fourth series of prizes on Noy. 13th, place and conditions to be fixed 
at previous meeting. Our first anniversary dinner will take place at Host Hearn’s, 
Prince of Wales’s, St. George’s-road, Camberwell, on Thursday, Noy. 24. Any friends 
who desire to be with us on that date can obtain a ticket at the club house, or of 
the—THIRSTY TIDDLER, 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next monthly concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society will take 
place on the 24th inst., when a good muster of anglers and friends is anticipated. 
The chair will be taken at 8.30, by Mr. S. Malby, secretary of the Dalston Angling 
Society, faced by Mr. T. Jemmett. Mr. 0. Lloyd hada splendid show of roach on 
the 6th inst., weighing 201b. 202. Mr. H. Mills had perch ; Mr. B. Barston, jack, I 
would remind those members who are desirous of having their names on the Ghurney 
Testimonial Fund list to kindly do so at once.—W. S. W. 

UNITED BROTHERS, 

The annual dinner took place on Tuesday evening, Nov. 8th, at the clubhouse, 
Druid’s Head, Broadway, Deptford, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts (Anglers’ Association) in the 
chair, Mr, W. R, Lawes, sen., in the vice-chair, After a good dinner, the chairman 
proposed the loyal toasts, which were duly honoured. The vice-chairman then 
proposed “ Success to the Anglers’ Association and the Anglers’ Benevolent Society,” 
and instanced the many good works they were each engaged upon. Mr. W, H, 
Beckett (vice-president Anglers’ Association) replied in a pithy speech, in which he 
brought forcibly home to his hearers the work as it at present stands, and clearly 
showed the advantages to be derived from belonging to the Anglers’ Association. The 
chairman next gave ‘“‘Success and Prosperity to the United Brothers’ Angling 
Society,” saying it had been established nine years, and, at the present time, 
numbered about thirty-six members, and, after every liability had been met, had a 
balance of £16 in the bank, which must be considered very satisfactory. He also 
spoke in high terms of the secretary, Mr. Muggeridge, and the deputy-secretary, 
Mr. Tyler. The toast was enthusiastically received, and the gentlemen named 
suitably replied. The vice-chairman next proposed “The Health of the Chairman,” 
which was drunk with musical honours. The chairman replied, and pro- 
posed the health of the vice-chairman, which was also drunk with 
musical honours, The next toast was the ‘Visitors,’ the chairman 
remarking that he hoped all present who were not already members of 
clubs would see their way to join this flourishing society. Several other toasts 
followed, and many good songs were sung, being ably accompanied by a remarkably 
good band under the leadership of Mr, Bull (all non-members) who generously gave 
their services—MAY FLy, 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above were out on the 6th inst., and had some fine roach, 
Mr, ©. Climpson, roach, the largest scaling 1lb. 60z.; J. Payne, roach, Several 
other members were out, but returned with blanks,—H. T. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

On the 6th inst. Mr. Rumbelow weighed-in a nice show of roach; Mr. Griffin 
weighed-in roach and dace. The competition on the 20th inst. will be an open one, 
usual conditions. We have received an offer of a prize from Mr. John Gibberd, Old 
Kent-road. Date of competition will be duly announced. I beg to acknowledge, 
with thanks, a donation to the Archibald Reed Fund from the Brunswick Piscatorials, 
On the 10th inst., Mr. H. Haines (Rodney) exhibited a nice show of roach from the 
Lea.—MILLER’s THUMB. 

WALHAM GREEN AND FULHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society held their usual weekly meeting on Thursday, 
3rd of November, Mr. Dixon presiding. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed, and general business transacted. Mr, Bevan weighed-in 8lb, of 
roach, dace, and chub ; Mr, E. Sutchall, 7lb, of roach, dace, and chub, On the 6th 
inst, several of our members went out, but sport was very poor, Mr, Warner, with 
dace, being the only member who weighed-in.—H, SUTCHALL, sec. 


WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

At the fortnightly meeting held on Thursday, Mr. B. Smith, the president, read 
the following letter :—‘“ St. Dunstan’s House, Fetterslane (late Crown Buildings, 
188, Fleet-street, London, H.C.), Nov. 2nd, 1887. Benjamin Smith, Esq., President 
Worcester United Anglers’ Association.—Dear Sir,—I shall have pleasure in inserting 
your letter having reference to Mr. Lacroix. I can bear testimony to the unflagging 
manner in which he has reported everything of interest connected with the preserva- 
tion movement and your association. Please add the inclosed cheque (£1 1s.) to the 
testimonial you are to present to him on the 15th of this month, which I am sure 
he will well deserve.—Yours faithfully, R. B. Marston, Editor FisHine GAZETTE.” 
It was also announced, amid applause, that good feeling now existed among the 
bapa ets societies in the city. Six new members were announced, and three honorary 
members, 





NOvVELLO’s ORATORIO CONCERTS.—The first concert of the third season was given 
last night at St. James’s Hall, before a large and appreciative audience, under the 
conductorship of Mr. Randegger. Great care had evidently been taken with the 
rehearsals, the result being that the very fine choir sang the different choruses in 
magnificent style. Mackenzie’s “Jubilee Ode” formed the first portion of the pro- 
gramme, and its merits were well displayed by the band, led by Mr. Carrodus; while 
the splendid rendering by Madame Albani of the solo “ More than Crown of 
Monarch Precious,” excited the audience to great enthusiasm. The second part was 
devoted to Dyorak’s ‘‘ Spectre Bride,” a work the character of which appears more 
striking every time it is heard ; itis most weird, yet grandly beautiful. Madame 
Albani and Mr. Santly sang faultlessly, Mr. Harper Kearton giving most valuable 
aid. The band gave a splendid account of the elaborate orchestration, and the 
chorus singing was as satisfactory as the most exacting could desire. Immediately 
before the “Spectre Bride,” Handel’s‘ Dead March in Saul was played a3 a tribute 
of respect to Jenny Lind Goldschmidt and George Alexander Macfarren, the audience 
standing, The next performance will take place on December 1st, when Cowen’s 
“Ruth ” will be given for the first time in London. 

PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—What is more comforting in cold and damp weather than “ Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficiat to the weak and aged than this wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men? What do sportsmen and travellers fiad more sustaining than a 
flask of this unrivalled liqueur and for whomastronger quality (“Sportsman’s”) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations. Observe our branded corks and capsules. Sold by Wine Merchants, and by Thomas 


Grant and Sons, Maidstone, and 46, Gresham-street, H.O. Makers of the delicious Morella Marmalade. 
Sold by Grocers. ‘ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, EB, PRITT, 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


SALMON DISEASE (SAPROLEGNIA FERAX). 

S1r,—The theory is advanced by some, who, however, have only the slenderest 
possible proof wherewith to back it up, that it is during their sojourn in the sea that 
the salmon contract the germs of the disease’ known as Saprolegnia ferax. To such 
a theory I do not subscribe adherence ; indeed, my leanings are all the other way, 
So far as I am aware, the strongest point its advocates have to fall back upon is 
that netsmen, operating near (say within a mile or less of) the sea, now and again 
capture a slightly affected fish thus soon after it enters fresh water. Facts are 
facts, and while I admit that such captures are made, I hold that to make me fallin 
with their theory, those who propound it will have to furnish much moreconclusive 
confirmatory evidence—for instance, of fish in the least degree affected being caught 
on the coast away from the mouths of rivers or estuaries, where there ts no brackish 
water. This note is written as a feeler—to elicit the opinion of those who have 
paid considerable attention to finding out from what cause or causes originates in 
our salmon rivers (not all),a more potent destroyer of fish life than all the poachers 
and pot-hunters of the time combined. Personally, I attribute it to pollutions and 
overcrowding —the former engendering, the latter fostering it. I have much tosay 
on the subject ; meanwhile, I shall reserve it till I see what others have to say, To 
have a matter of such vital importance discussed in the columns of the GAZETTE 
would, I think, Mr. Editor, be very interesting to many of your readers.—I am, &e., 
W. MuRpvocn. — 





NETTING AT RINGWOOD. t 
Srr,—Few people are aware of the shameful netting that goes on at the above- 
named place. On the 24th of October Mr. Holmes netted the free water from Ring- 
wood to Hampshire Hatches, and took out over two bushels of roach, many over 21b., 
also 80 or 90 small jack. . 
As this is not the first time the same thing has occurred, it seems a great pity 
that some means cannot be made to stop this wholesale slaughter of what otherwise 
would afford good sport to many an angler.—I am, Xc., SPINNER. | 





THE THAMES BY-LAWS.—THE ENGINE TANK STORY. 


Srr,—It seems to me exceedingly hard that Mr. Wright, who asserts, and can no. 


doubt prove, that he is above all things a fair fisherman, should be the one selected 
to experience such a hardship as he details this week. Now I hold with that gentle- 
man that a 4in. dace is decidedly preferable to a sizeable one, and unless compelled 
by necessity, I never use the latter. Of course, I know, and always have known, 
that one must not take undersized fish ; but I did not think any real objection 
would be raised, or the by-law enforced, when it was as bait only that undersized 
fish were taken. “a 

My reason for thinking that the by-law was only a dead letter is this :—For 


fifteen years I have fished round about Richmond and elsewhere in the neighbour- _ 


hood, sometimes as often as four or five days a week, but never once in my whole 
Thames angling experience has my catch ever been examined, or have I been asked 
as to whether my fish were all sizeable. Again, the other day, in the above-men- 
tioned locality, a professional fisherman offered to get me undersized baits, men- 
tioning that although they were not supposed to catch them with a rod and line, 
“the river-keepers winked at it.’ Judging from this, one does not run much of a 
chance of being fined, as Mr. Wright has been ; but as I cannot afford to run eve a9 
the smallest risk, I suppose I must give up my pet bait, and find what consolation | 
can in watching others “ chance it.” ; : 
The by-law may be a good and a useful one; but I should like to see it adminis- 
tered fairly and indiscriminately, so that none or all might use undersized ‘baits if 
they prefer them. At present, as the law stands, one may take a jack when it is only 
one-eighth grown, and of no use to anybody, while to take more than half-grown 
dace for a useful and sporting purpose is not to be thought of.—I am, Fe ais 
P.S.—Please, Mr. Editor, no more engine tank stories ; they interfere with a man’s 
peace of mind. It seems to me the theory of the spawn finding its way into the 
tender through the water crane is just.a létt/e too daring. Ishould be more inclined 
to account for it by supposing the stoker to have dropped the roe of his breakfast 
kipper in, Any way, the fish, being 5in. long, must have been about fifteen months 
old. How often do they clean the tanks out on the G.N.R.?° .- £38 5 





FISHING IN THE SUSSEX OUSE.—THE ADJUSTABLE SNAP. 

Srr,—Would some one inform me, through your valuable paper, as to the fishing 
near Robertsbridge and Battle, in Sussex ; also in the Ouse, in the same county? I 
note with great pleasure the “adjustable snap tackle” which appears in your last 
issue ; 1 myself have long felt the want of a “two-triangle tackle” that could be 
adjusted to different sized-baits, Mr. Davies deserves the thanks of all anglers for 
bringing this before them, But could not the top triangle be made with two eyes, 
on the principle of a sliding lip hook on a “ Pennell” spinning flight? This would 
be a trifle neater, I should think, Where could I get triangles made as I propose ? 
—I am, &e., Cc. R, C. 


COLOUR OF FLESH OF LOCH LEVEN TROUT AND AMERICAN 
FONTINALIS, rt fe P 
S1r,—I shall be obliged by your saying in the next issue of the FISHING GAZETTE 
what is the colour of the flesh of—(1) Loch Leven trout ; (2) Fontinalis ?—I am, &e., 
‘ at RR, Hearn, Jon. > 
P.S.—I am a constant reader of your paper, and ought to know; but I want to 
settle a point positively. = {J lleva: Sar 
[The Loch Leven trout which have come under our notice on the table have had 
pink flesh—some a pale pink, others much deeper than salmon colour, .Perhaps Mr, 
Andrews, of Guildford, will tell us what the general colour of the fontinalis flesh 
is, and Mr. Malloch what that of Loch Leven trout is, They have had great 
experience in the matter.—ED. | ; . a: ; 


TESTIMONIAL TO MR, LACROIX, Foe 2 SE 
Srtr,—The presentation to Mr. A. Lacroix will take place on Tuesday, 15th Novem 
ber, at the Worcester Cross, Kidderminster, at 7p.m.. Subscribers and friends are 
invited to attend. The lists will remain open at my house, 35, Shambles, Worces= 
ter, up till Tuesday, the 15th inst., at 2 p.m., and at Mr. Hirst’s, Hon, Sec, Testi- 
monial Fund, 37, Comberton-road, Kidderminster.—I am, &c., Finis Aqaots 
BENJAMIN SMITH, 
President Worcester United Anglers’ Association. 


po aati 


Worcester, Nov. 9th. 





KILLING CONGERS. 
Srr,—A correspondent in last week’s “F, G.” wants to know the best way to settle 
congers. Iam nota rival to William the Congerer; but my brother, who wrote 
such a graphic:account of a night’s fishing a fortnight since, sends me his method 
of dealing with these demoniac fish, Here it is :— Be piv 
“For killing congers, I know of no better method than stabbing them in the 
spot where the head and spine meet. For this purpose, I always use_a good. long 
knife, with a spring back and the blade well sharpened at the point. It must pene- 
be through the back-bone, and death is then instantaneous,’—I am, &c,,° ° ‘ 
ov. 9, o~ - ‘ G Sf (Sty Aa + 
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THE SADDLE LEAD, 

Str,—Will you allow me to state, for the benefit of readers of the GAzEerrn, that 
the new saddle lead, said to be invented by Mr. A. J. H. Wood, is nothing new, as I 
made and sold leads of that pattern over 15 years ago. Let me advise anglers 
using the above lead to put two swivels below the lead, for if the swivel gets the 
least bit fast, the gimp will twist off right in the lead, and the bait and trace will 
be lost. The inclosed lead has been in use many years,—Iam, &c., 

Fishing Tackle Maker, Bredbury, near Stockport. Ropert Hunt. 





CAUGHT TRIPPING. 
 Srr,—In your last you say, at foot of page 274, 7 the difference between dace and 
chub, “the ventral fin in the chub is concave; in the dace convex.” Shouldn’t it 
be the anal fin of the chub is convex, of the dace concave )—I am, &c., 
GROUND-BAIT, 
(Certainly ; thanks for correcting the slip.—Ep. | 
eR ee 





THE SEASON FOR SALMON, TROUT, AND CHAR IN THE 

LAKE DISTRICT. 
ALtTHouGH the past salmon season in the Lake District has been a poor one, it 
has been none the less notable. The number of fish which have entered the 
mouths of the rivers has almost been without a precedent, several hundred- 
weight of salmon often lying in one hole at the same time. Owing to the long- 
continued drought, however, these fish were unable to make further progress, 
and consequently anglers found none in the higher reaches of the rivers. 
Periodically the fish fell back to the deep holes of the estuaries, where the net- 
fishermen had capital takes. The best take in the Kent itself was one of 791b., 
at Low Levens. Subsequent to September, when the fish began to rise in 
enormous quantities, nice takes became general by anglers in the Kent, and 
continued to the end. With the recent rains salmon have made considerable 
progress, and with neither salmon, trout, nor char is there as yet any trace of 
disease. 

At the beginning the trout season offered to be a specially favourable one ; 
there was a capita] show of fish, and an entire absence of disease. But when 
spring-fishing ought to have been at its best snowstorms prevailed, and by the 
time we had genial weather the memorable drought had set in. It was then 
that the fish died by thousands, and the only fishing of the summer months was 
in the dams of logged water, from which some good fish were taken. As the 
drought continued the disease made its appearance, and the fish, being weakened, 
were unable to withstand it and perished ; 349 dead or dying fish were taken 
from one part of the river alone. The trib. becks yielded the best fishings in 
summer, and in these and the upper reaches of the rivers takes of 6lb. of brown 
trout were common right on to the end of the season. 
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char ever taken from Windermere—a beautiful fish of 2Ib, loz. in weight, and 
I7in. in length. Owing to whatever cause, there are no more char in the lakes 


—in Windermere especially—than there have ever been. 


The fish are now 


making for their breeding-grounds ; and the spawning season with both char, 


salmon, and trout offers to be a prosperous one. 


throughout the district is noticeable. 


The great quantity of fry 
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OVA, FRY, 
YEARLINGS 


Of all the favourite varieties of 
SALMONIDA, 


FOR SALE, 


FOR PRICE LIST APPLY TO 


THOS. ANDREWS, WESTGATE 
HOUSE, GUILDFORD. 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER. 


The Fisherman’s Paper. 
THE ONLY ONE IN AMERICA! 
Devoted Solely to Fishing and Fish 


Culture (28 Pages), 
Seth Green, the eminent Fish Culturist, has 
editorial charge of the Fish Culture Department, 
By Mail, Post Free, per Annum, 16 Shillings. 


PORTRAITS OF FISHES. 


At the request of many of our readers, we have 
struck off, on fine, gray-tinted Bristol board, 7 by 11 
inches each, a few copies of all the representative 
game fishes of American waters. They are sixty 
in number: twenty-three are engravings of those 
killed in fresh water, and thirty-seven of salt water. 
These portraits are printed with much care, and 
are invaluable to those wishing to make a study of 
American fishes. We will mail them, post free, at 
the following prices :— 

The Fresh Water Series (23 in number), 

The Salt Water Series (37 in number), for 16s. 


The lakes have never yielded so many nor so fine char as during the past 
summer. This is probably owing to the wise measure of the Lake District 
Fishery Board two years ago increasing the size of mesh in the nets. At this 
the local fishermen at first rebelled ; but ere the season had progressed far 
they would probably admit the wisdom of the step taken. The takes through- 
out the summer continued to be exceptional, and the fish were in remarkably 
good condition. Ata single draw one fisherman had 70lb. of char, and many 
others nearly came up to this. The past season, too, has produced the largest 





The entire Series (60 in number). for £1 4s, 

Single copies, 6d. 

A handsome Portfolio, in hal Russia, with 
bevelled edges and stamped, n gilt, “ Fish 
Portraits,” made especially to hold a set of 
mare will be mailed, post free on receipt 
of 6s. 

Send 6d. in Stamps for our Illustrated Catalogue 


The Best Medium to 
Advertise in. 


Copy, WITH ALL PARTICULARS, MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM ANY NEws AGENT, 


OFFICE 170 STRAND ne pede books and specimen copy American 
ngler. 
LON DO N : Address: ANGLERS’ PUBLISHING OO. 


252, BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A. 
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Fishing INVERNESS FISHING AND SHOOTING CAPE 
iy Trousers Guaranteed Waterproof. Prices, 24s. and 42s. 
Z\- \ \\ \ The Inyerness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 
4 at Zi : Fishing Wis and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
MY (Z y : has elastics to put arms through, 
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NEW WORK BY THE AMATEUR ANGLER. 


NOW READY. 


FRESH WOODS and PASTURES NEW. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF 
«“ AN AMATEUR ANGLER’S DAYS IN DOVE DALE,” “ FRANK’S RANCHE,” &c. 


Large fep. 8vo. cloth, 1s. 6d. post free. Also a Large-paper Edition, of which only 
150 copies have been printed, on best hand-made paper. bound in imitation 


vellum, 5s. 





Evtract from Review in the “ Saturday Review.” 

“‘‘ Presh Woods and Pastures New’ is the pleasant title of a pleasant little book, 
whick sets forth, in a series of bright and picturesque letters, the joys of the 
amateur angler on the Lugg and the Terne, the pleasures of a suburban garden, 
with notes on sport and natural history, collected during a holiday sojourn ata 
farmhouse. So far from being the man of business the author describes himself, 
much in populous city pent, the vivacity and keenness of his observations of 
nature, and the myriad delights of a country life, suggest a most un-Johnsonian 
acquaintance with Fleet-street. His ‘Hvening with the Hornet’ is not merely 
delightful reading, as are the rest of the papers, butla real acquisition to lovers of 
natural history,” 


Extract from Review in the “ Daily News.” 


“ Under the Miltonic titte, which it is refreshing to find for once correctly quoted, 
the author of ‘Frank’s Ranche’ and ‘An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale’ has 
published a little volume of essays on fishing and rural sights and sounds, which 
well deserves the honours of choice print and paper bestowed upsnit. No living 
writer sketches a day by the riverside or a sojourn in an old English farm-house, or 
records his observations of animal life in our gardens, woods, and fields, with more 
genuine enthusiasm than the ‘ Dovedale Amateur,’ whose identity is no secret in the 
piscatorial world. The easy, graceful style of the descriptions will serve further to 
make them welcome,” 


Extract from Review in the “ Atheneum.” 


“The genial author of ‘ Frank’s Ranche’ has not essayed to solve any important 
problem in‘ Fresh Woods and Pastures New.’ Instead of trying to show his 
readers what they should do with their boys, he tells them in his pleasant way how 
an old boy contrives to amuse himself. The ‘Amateur Angler’ writes as agreebly 
as ever, and he is improving asa sportsman, for he has caught some grayling and 
shot a rabbit. Any one fond of country sights and sounds will find an hour pass 
most delightfully in turning over these pages, which show the author’s ‘ bonhomie ’ 
quite as much as his literary skill.” 


Extract from Review in “ Pump Court.” 


“ There isa freshness and spontaneity about this little work which is irresistibly 
charming. The author is evidently a keen lover of nature, and he treads, with no 
faltering steps, the path that Borrow and Jefferies so worthily trod. Let there be 
no mistake here. We do not mean to imply that ‘E. M.’ has founded himself upon 
either of the brilliant writers mentioned ; rather we would point out that, as a 
word-painter who loves the scenes that he depicts, ‘E. M.’ bids fair to take rank 
with the keen lover of the Norfolk Broads and him who poetically depicted ‘ the 
Gamekeeper at Home.’ It was Mr. Pinero’s boast, that in ‘ The Squire’ he brought 
‘the scent of the hay across the footlights.’ So, in ‘Fresh Woods and Pastures 
New,’ the author brings every scene that he depicts to the vision of the reader, 
who gives himself up wholly to the delight of following in the rural wanderings 
wherever the master chooses to lead. Poetical conceits, scraps of rural wisdom, 
and even folk-lore, are pressed into service by ‘E. M,’ to the end that a singularly 
heathful volume has been produced. Letters on fishing, the May-fly, adventures 
with hornets and domesticated pets, all lend charm to the volume before us.” 


Extract from Review in the “ Civil Service Gazette.” 


‘In the introductory note to this charming little book, the author says that it is 
well—though perhaps not necessary to mention—that many of the following 
letters were written for the FisHinG GAZETTE; and he also adds that he has been 
tempted, perhaps rashly, to bring them together here, We are not one of the 
regular readers of that widely-read journal—we have not had the pleasure of 
reading these letters before, and, from the great amount of pleasure we have de- 
rived from reading them, we can very readily assure him that there need be no fear 
that his conduct will beso judged. There are very many whose angling proclivities 
are not strong enough to have led them to read the letters where they originally 
appeared, but who will now welcome the book, and who when they have read it, 
will say that it is a pity that it came to an end so soon.” 


Extract from Review in “ Truth.” 


‘“ Another cheerful and charming book which I can confidently recommend is 
‘Fresh Woods and Pastures New,’ a set of light, bright, and humorous fisher- 
man’s papers, by the author of ‘The Amateur Angler,’ &c,” 


Extract from Review in the “ Whitehall Review.” 


“This book is really fascinating, The account of the writer’s recent wanderings, 
rod in hand, up and down the picturesque banks of Herefordshire rivers, is as fresh 
and original as are his former descriptions of piscatorial straying in Dovedale, and 
of adventurous journeys in the far West. ‘1. M.’ possesses that rare combination of 
good things—a boy’s bright, hopeful, mirth-loving temperament, and an elderly 
man’s tact, philosophy, scholarly lore, and worldly knowledge.” 


Extract from Review in “ John Bull.” 


“ One of the most charming little books we have met with for many a day is the 
latest addition to the works of ‘EH. M.,’ who quite recently gave us ‘ Frank’s Ranche’ 
and ‘An Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale.’ The literary skilland the bright and 
genial style which were notable in those works distinguish ‘Fresh Woods and 
Pastures New’ (Sampson Low), which will furnish many a half-hour’s delightful 
reading to every lover of nature. The neat littie book will prove a most acceptable 
pocket companion, and the pithy sketches, the rural descriptions, and the writer’s 
experiences of various fishing excursions will lessen the tedium of many a railway 
journey.” 

Extract from Review in the * Daily Chronicle.” 


“The natural charm which formed so distinguished a characteristic of the earlier 
books is once more apparent in this lively and genial record of an enjoyable 
holiday. . . . Good nature and good humour shine through every page of this 
little work.” 


London : SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, E.C. 











MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


THE 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, and is replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona. I.0.M.) = 


DERBYSHIRE, 


MATLOCK AND CROMFORD 
ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


THE 


GREYHOUND HOTEL, 
CROMFORD, 


is most conveniently situated, being close to theriver 
Derwent (well stocked with Grayling and Trout). 


See ‘Red Spinner,” in the Field of Sept, 3rd, 1887. 


For particulars apply to 
MATTHEW HILL, PROPRIETOR. 


TROUT and GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


The PROPRIETOR of the 


RADNORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, 


Presteign, Radnor, 
Offers SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION 
to Anglers and their Families. 
Charming Scenery and Health Resort. Posting. 














ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North an¢ 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers, 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 








Oulton Broad Fishery, 
LOWESTOFT. 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Fisheries Act.) 


Quarters, Wherry Hotel, Mutford 
Bridge. Beautifully situated. G. 
MASON, Proprietor. Established nearly 
a century. Boats, 2s.; full bait, Is. ; 
men, 4s, per day. Terms for stopping 
visitors on application, Gravel and 
sandy soil, 


TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING. 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 

The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
of the stream, which is Well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will find in the “ bosky dells ” of Coqnet- 
side an ample field for research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—Ffor further 
particulars, address THE MANAGERKSS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberland, 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to ; 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 








CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 


BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, “ 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCHSTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 
N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable. The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. y, 














IMPORTANT TO SPORTSMEN, 





THE COMBINATION HEATING FLASK, 





















































ALPHA HAPE—-Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 
? ’ 2 ’ ] 
BETA SHAP&—Tia to hold 1 Pint (Lamp con:bined) 





p Combined. 
“ Very useful.” 


—FISHING GAZETTE, 





Sportsmen should never 
va) go out without one of 
Katon’s Heating Flasks, 
It is very neat and com- 
pict, fits without incon- 
| venience in pocket, and 
hii! its contents can -be 
| readily heated in a few 
minutes. Invaluable to 
Anglers, | Bicyclists, 
Tourists, Travellers, 
Boating Parties, Doctors, 
and early risers, Used 
by many Thames 
Anglers, 

2s. 3d. Free by 

4s. a a Post on 


23, 6d. receipt of 


48, 3d. Postage Stamps. 


Any of the above in Nickel or Electro-Plated to U:der. AGENTS WANTED, 


F, EATON & CO,, 28, MARTIN'S LANE, CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
TROUT AND GRAYLING| SUPERIOR NOTTINGHAM REELS 


SEASON 1887-8. 


Orders are now booked at low rates for Ova, Fry, 
and Yearlings from the finest and gamest strains 
in the kingdom, 

COARSE FISH and HATCHING 
APPARATUS SUPPLIED. 
FISHERIES LAID OUT. 
PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION T0 
THOMAS FORD, Manor _ FISHERY, 
GAISTOR, LINCOLNSHIRE. 


3zin. Mahogany, Brass Fish Back... 43. 0d. 
33in. Mahogany, Brass Fish Back... 4s. 3d. 
4in. Mahogany, Brass Star Back... 4s. 9d. 
43in. Mahogany, Brass Star Back... 5s, 9d. 
din. Mahogany, Brass Star Back... 6s. 9d. 


With Brass Check 1s. 6d. extra. 
Splendid 5in. Centre Click 
SALMON REBL, 15s., worth 30s, 
CROFTS, 46, SUSSHX ST.. NOTTINGHAM 


FISHINGS TO LET. 


\ 
x 


Nov. 19, 1887. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 
CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


LOB ACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRDS EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark (a “Sphinx”’), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom, 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


1 AND RUTCHINSON’, 
RID A Ea, 


nds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 
SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 


None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adiington & Hutchinson, } Kendal 
on Label. or Hutchinson & Son., x 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 















GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 





ec 











VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 
ESTABLISHED 1745. 
it . 2 S orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 
aos FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorksbire, and a)l 
other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 
Hackle Flies, 1s. 94. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d, 
per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags. 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 
Hooks. HVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G, H. is Agent for 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
Messrs. Haidy Brothers, and F has Special Patterns for Dry- 
Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampshire 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. a bs Eaton and Deller's Rods, 
Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Be Messrs. Redpath and Co.’s 
Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holiand’s Cobweb Gut 
sold in three-yard ‘apered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best qual ity obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford+s “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them.’ G, H., having rersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- i 
Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 
PIKE and GENERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 
Month. 
George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. : 
Is the most Genuine Novelty of the Season. 
Itis a KEYLESS WATCH, 8/9 
| 
?-PLATE HORIZONTAL, WITH CHAIN 
JEWELLED 6 ACTIONS, ’ 
SHORT WIND (4 revolutions for 34 hours), 1 O / 6 
BEST NICKEL CASES. " 
GUARANTEED TWO YEARS, P06. Fa 
MONEY RETURNED IF NOT APPROVED. P.O, 
W. DUTTON, 
rh rr 
PLANET WATCH CO,, 42 and 48, Essex Street, Strand. 
INeQ7REIt Ger 
Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &o. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 


THE FISHING GAZETTH is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland 
» Six Months ” ay 
», Three Months. ,, “a pe om ° ase 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


” ” » » 
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THE UNCERTAINTIES AND PLEASURES OF PIKEING. 


ONE Sunday night, in February last, Mr. R. Marston and I left 
Paddington by the mail for a West of England borough, whence 
a branch line runs infrequent trains on week days only, to a small 
town in which the principal inn is called the Black Dog, and 
I had previously sent a telegram, requesting a carriage might 
meet our arrival at the main-line station, some four miles from the 
inn where we intended to sleep. 

The worthy landlady mistaking the date of my “ wired” message, 
no vehicle was waiting us; so after hoping against hope that it 
would arrive, and getting chilled to our bones by the freezing wind, 
we made friends with the night-porter, who had already turned out 
all the station lights, it being past midnight, and persuaded him to 
let us occupy a waiting-room, till the departure of the early morning 
branch-line train. 

While we were seeking some flowing water, in which to place our 
live-bait, the porter was busy heaping up the fire, and arranging 
carriage-cushions for us to sleep on; so, after a stiff pull at our 
whisky flasks, and a pipe, we wrapped ourselves in some rugs, and 
dozed till five o’clock, when the shunting of luggage trains roused us 
from our fitful slumbers. Indeed, to judge from M.’s convulsive 
starts, snorts, and disjointed ejaculations, he must have had a very 
hard time of it, probably dreaming a 70lb. pike had dragged him 
into deep water and was drowning him in the lake we were going 
to fish.* 

The morning opened bright and frosty, the baits were all alive. 
In due time the train started, and we arrived about 7 o’clock at our 
hostelry, to find the inmates asleep, and not expecting us. A vigorous 
pull at “ Boots’s bell” aroused that functionary, who awoke the land- 
lady, cook, and waitress; and after having a refreshing bath, we 
found a capital hot breakfast ready, to which wedid ample justice, 
before starting on our three miles’ drive to the Park fishery of nearly 
100 acres. 

A part of the lake was frozen over, but by noon the sun and wind 
had caused the thin ice to disappear and pike to come well “on 
feed.” The sport we had was excellent, and our catch large—some 
fifty pike—of which we returned thirty under 4lb. weight. 

The largest, a 26-pounder, 46in. in length by 22in. in girth, was 
captured by M., after much exciting, but careful, play ; and the next 
in size, a 191b. pike, fell to my rod and line. 

Last week, M., his friend Mr. Searle, and myself fished the 
same waters. It rained incessantly, with N.E. wind, and was any- 
thing but angling weather. 

No pike were feeding, and it was only by the greatest perseverance 
and the use of fine tackle with gut traces, that we succeeded in getting 
some sport. 

“ Spinning” we tried with no result ; “ paternostering ” was more 
successful, an 18-pounder seizing my small dace to the loss of his 
life, while Mr. 8. killed asplendid 22lb. pike on “J. snap-tackle.” 
We were content to keep eight good fish, including another of 14lb.,. 
and placed twenty-five others back into the water, of which quantity 
M. caught the larger proportion; but none of them up to a 
retainable size—an instance of “ uncertainty when angling.” 

A. G. JARDINE. 





A NOTE FROM THE HOWIETOUN FISHERY. 


THE manager of the Howietoun Fishery has agaia the pleasure to 
record the successful exportation of salmon ova to New Zealand—viz., 
135,000 in the s.s. Kaikowra, 316,000 in the s.8. Doric, and 125,000 
in the s.s. Tongariro, making 576,000 salmon ova, which were ob- 
tained from the Forth, Tay, and Tweed districts, The whole of the 
consignments arrived in good condition. 

The American land-locked salmon (S.sebago) and the Rainbow trout (S. iredews) 
have done well during the past season, but did not spawn last spring. It is 
hoped, however, they will do so next. : 

The cross between S. levenensis and S. salar o' proved fertile last winter, and 
has been re-crossed with Levenensis—thus: S. levenensis has been crossed by 
(S. levenensis x S. salar o’) do’, and produced the largest fry at present in the 
fishery ; and (S. levenensis x S. salar parr 0”) has been crossed by S. levenensis Cc, 
the produce fair fry. Thus it now appears probable the trout may be improved 
in size by the introduction of salmon blood without sacrificing fertility. — 

The first part of the “ History of Howietoun” was issued early in spring, and 
very favourably received ; the second part is im an advanced stage of prepara- 
tion, and the woodcuts almost completed. It will be issued during the winter, 

The success of redds in economically stocking large tracts of water has been 
very marked during last‘$eason. The ova are now simply laid on gravel within 
a few hours of hatching, and if the situation be skilfully selected no farther 
attention is required. 

Full information as to the situation and formation of redds will be forwarded 
on application, 

When streams, either from the quantity of sediment in the water, or from 
their liability to flood, are unsuited for redds, they may yet be successfully 
stocked with fry ; but as in most natural waters the mortality at this age is very 
great, large numbers are required. ’ 

Ova will be forwarded to suit the convenience of purchasers in any stage 
after the eye spots are visible. It is recommended that generally, and especially 
for redds, ova be forwarded on the point of hatching. 





* All very well, “J.,” but you know “ M.'s” version is that you “chortled” so in 
your slumber that he never closed his eyes,—ED, 
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Fry will be fed for about two months before despatch, by which time any 
weakly or deformed fish will have died off, and the purchaser thus be assured of 
a strong, healthy lot, fit to be turned into any suitable stream. 

Yearlings vary from 24in. to din. from November to June; but they are 
always forwarded over 3in., with, perhaps, the exception of a very small per- 
centage. The earliest orders obtain the best fish, since the most advanced ponds 
are despatched first. It is, therefore, a mistake to order in May, as, even if there 
then be surplus yearlings on hand (which is very uncertain), they are the latest 
and not the largest fish. If fish are required late in the season, order early and 
have them reserved. 

Two-year-olds run from Din. to 9in., and are always forwarded over 6in., 
with, perhaps, the exception of a very small percentage. , 

Two-year-olds are recommended where coarse fish or large trout already exist 
in the water, or when expense is no object and sport in the shortest possible 
time is required. : } 

To meet a very generally expressed desire for a ‘‘ quotation delivered,” which 
will be suitable for small and moderate quantities alike, we have replaced our 
sample price list this season by a.special price list, including delivery. ; 

As, however, the carriage is an important and variable item in large consign- 
ments, more especially in those which consist of two-year-olds, we quote on rail 
at Stirling in our ordinary price list, all further expenses of delivery being 
charged in addition. 

Orders are only accepted on the following terms :—TANKs and OVA-BOXES to 
be sent back as return empties by passenger train same day, if possible ; NETT 
CASH on receipt of account. 

A competent man can be sent with fish if required. 

Yearlings are, par excellence, the size for general purposes. ‘They are strong 
enough to find their own food, thus avoiding the principal cause of mortality 
among fry—namely, starvation ; they are easily carried, and stand the journey 
well ; they accommodate themselves with the greatest facility to new water, and 
they thrive so fast in ponds that they will be found a very profitable investment. 

The Fishery reserves to itself the right to decline any order. 

The difficulty of conveying trout increases with the number of hours occupied 
on the journey. Intending purchasers are requested to state their nearest rail- 
way station, and the exact distance from it to their water. From the experience 
of previous years, it has been found that although there is no difficulty in 
carrying trout in iced water for any journey not exceeding twenty hours, unless 
the water which is to be stocked is of a similar temperature, some loss will arise 
from inflammation of the gills. Trout will, therefore, only be forwarded in 
cold weather. The fish are sent by express passenger trains in tanks.of two 
sizes—4(0 gallons, weighing between dcwt. and 6cwt.; and 18 gallons, weighing 
about l}cwt. It is particularly requested that a lorry or other suitable cart be 
sent to meet the fish on arrival. 

Eyed ova are ready in December. The earliest eggs hatch about Christmas. 
Ova cannot be delivered after the first week in March. Larly fry aré ready in 
March ; these are the fry of the oldest breeders, and are the best for English 
waters ; May fry are the most suitable for Highland waters. Yearlings;should 
besent to England in January and February ; later than this. the carriage is 
much heavier, as a large quantity of water must be carried.. -‘T'wo-year-olds are 
ready by the middle of November, and can be safely transported after the first 
fall of snow at the Fishery. 

All communications are to be addressed, J. R. Guy, Secretary, Howietoun 
Fishery, Stirling. 





A TRIP TO CONNEMARA. 
CLIFDEN, THE KILLERIES; AND, LEENANE. 


LAST summer important business, not wholly unconnected with 
the land agitation in Ireland, called me to Clifden, and, being an 
enthusiastic brother of the angle, such a-favourable opportunity ‘of 
revisiting the wilds of Connemara, and again making’ acquaintance 
with its finny population, was not by any means to be despised. So, 
after an entirely uneventful journey, I found myself.ensconced in 
the comfortable coffee-room of Black’s Hotel, in the city of Galway, 
or, as it is called, “* The Citie of the Tribes.” 

Next morning, after a chat with Nicholas Brown,an old acquaintance, and the 
best fisherman and fly-tier in the district, I paid a short visit to the fishery over 
which “ Nick ” is incharge. On looking over the-bridge, hundreds of salmon 
were to be seen, with nose up-stream, waiting for the coming flood, and the 
chance of running the “ Queen’s Gap” into. Lough Corrib. Thenan early start 
was made on the ‘long car,” @ la Bianconi, for our destination, 30 miles distant, 
vid Oughterard and Recess. Soon Oughterard was Teached, and, after change 
of ‘horses and a much-needed refresher at’ Mrs. Murphy’s Hotel, we crossed the 
little bridge spanning the Owenriff river, which in late September is crammed 
with salmon making their way up from-Lough’ Corrib to.their spawning grounds, 
and then, ‘after a long up-hill pull, we bow! merrily along to the Half-way House. 

Since leaving Oughterard the character of the scenery had. greatly »changed, 
A wild moorland spread around, stretching away in a broad, brown .plain‘to,the 


foot. of: the mountains. Here and there near. the .road:, was. a, little, 


bit of cultivated ground surrounding a partially-thatched cabin,,.contrasting 
with the wild waste around... ‘A little ‘further .the..bare, wilderness..of. the 
scene. became diversified by a number of small-Jakes, by the shores of some of 
which the road passed so closely that one could: almost cast a, fly onthe water 
from his seat onthe car. The first'sheet of water is called Lough “ Bofin,” and 
the next, (somewhat larger) ‘ Arderry.’, Closer and closer our route. brings us 


to the giant mountains, until we could see the charming diversity of colour—. 


grey, purple, and brown, in its many shades, with-here and there a golden: patch 
amid the lichen-covered rocks. f R ’ 
Leaving Half-way House, after.another stiff up-hill pull we commenced our 
descent. to Recess—sixteen miles distant from Galway. .The scenes varied with 
each bend of the road. Fresh vistas of gem-like lakes—some with tiny, wooded 
islands, others unbroken sheets of silver, with lofty peaks in the background, 


constantly changing as we went on—surrounded us. The splendid panorama. 


presented by the Twelve Pin Mountains had its effect much. heightened by the 

white, fleecy clouds, some of which clung to the highest peaks of the range for 

a few moments, and then drifted away across the summer sky. it 
Nearing Recess, below us was to be seen Glendalough (not like its co. Wicklow 


namesake, a lake of the “ gloomy shore”), with its. waters shimmering.in the 


sunlight. Further on, Lough Ballinahinch ; while on our right, hidden from 
view, lay Derryclare and Inagh, overshadowed by the rugged heights of the 
Twelve Pins—all scarred, jagged, and torn... And now we pull up at the cozy 
little hotel at which a few years since I passed a memorable.fortnight’s, holiday, 


when my attentions were devoted to the far-famed Lakes of Ballinahinch, Glen-- 


dalough, Derryeclare, and Inagh,. which, with »the »rivers, constitute’ the 


famous “ Ballinahinch Fishery.” oii —e 5 rsvex od tedd isdormle TOY 








Sport this year had not been very good so far, absence of rain being the 
primary cause. Later on, full baskets, both of salmon and white trout, were 
the rule. Taking my seat again on the car, Paddy row'ld us along to Clifden, 
where, after a couple of days’ attention to business matters, I was free to devote 
my remaining time to my favourite sport. Well, which should it be—Leenane, 
Erriff, and the Killeries (an unknown world to me), or back to Recess ? After 
much consideration and inquiry, the first-named route was decided on, as I 
wished to break new ground, and have a look at the far-famed Killeries.- In the 
hall of the hotel at Clifden I was surprised to see an assortment of rods, lines, 
reels, fly-books, &e. ; and on making inquiry found they belonged to two gentle- 
men who had had bad sport in the lakes and streams, and for a “ bit of change ” 
had come into Clifden to have a try at the sea-fishing. I had hitherto despised 
this branch of the sport, it, in my ignorance, having been considered nothing 
more than overhauling, hand over hand, some score yards of whipcord till you 
came to the'end of your tether, and there found a dogfish or some such ugly 
monster grinning remonstrances to your hoisting him over the gunwale—a sort 
of running friction and blistering of fingers. Buta revelation awaited me, and 
I was invited to join the following morning to see pollack-fishing at the mouth 
of the bay, managed with so much delicate handling and testing a craftsman’s 
skill as closely as Salmo or Salmo ferox in Border Tweed or mighty Shannon. 
At about half ebb we were at our station, just outside the tide waves. The 
wind was favourable, a light wind—nothing more—and a dark sky. 


The boat was rowed briskly along with our four rods hanging out—one at each 
side and two at the stern—our tackle, salmon rods, waterproof lines and treble 
gut ; the flies any gaudy affair you please, no matter how rude in construction 
or material—anything attractive will do. Ours on this occasion were just such 
monstrosities, both in size and colour, as are usually sold for pike. Two of the 
rods were armed with these, the others with swivels and artificial red-sand eels 
(Brooks,lof Stonehouse, the maker). The honour of the first “pull” fell to me ; 
but I struck too soon—a fault to be avoided, especially when reeling for pollack, 
for they seem to take things quite at their leisure, making no frantic rush, but a 
steady lunge at your. bait; no snap to fix your hook, but, receiving it open- 
mouthed, they as easily disgorge the same on the slightest intimation by line that 
there is a question of property and ownership pending with regard to the said 
line. It is.also, no doubt, partly owing to the unsteadiness caused by the roll of 
the waves. Be the cause, however, what it may, you must not strike at once, or 
you lose your game. A few pulls more and I was “in him” again, and with: 
better hold this time—firmly fixed in his unripping, leathery mouth. Away he 
dashed with a scour some 20 yards, then stopped, and shook his jaws likea 
terrier at a worry ; then off again, for if would not do—and now again he’s still. 
Good luck to your tackle and gut now, for, faith, he'll try them both! He has 
hitched his tail ona stout, big wave, and will pull for it—pull till he makes 
your reel screech and greenheart creak to_its very butt; steady resistance with 
his whole weight and muscle laid on, without a struggle, but a downright haul, 
to try what the line is made of and which is the strongest. Beaten again, 
and in rage he nowrushes and flounders on the top of the waves, with now and 
then a plunge to the depths, till at last, exhausted, he floats a captive to your 
gaff. Such is the style of play you will get in pollack-fishing, and no bad sport 
either. Barring salmon and trout, you will find nothing better. In size, too, 
you have respectable customers, worthy of your skill and powers, for they run 
from 12 to 20lb., and often much heavier fish are met with here. And, then, is 
there not a novel sense of freedom when tilting on the open sea, with a liberty 
of play not always permitted in rushing streams and shelvy bottoms ? No fear 
of rasping gut on sunken rocks, or headlong falls to smash-and carry away all; 
but fair open fight, give and take, till science wins the day. In short, I was 
never more delighted with a day’s sea-fishing than this, the more so because it 
was unlooked for and unexpected, and so contrary to my hitherto existing 
notions regarding fishing in salt water, which I had always regarded as nothing 
more than a craft of indescribable tameness and dulness, born at the Dogger 
Bank, and consummated at Billingsgate Market. I found out my mistake ; so 
now, when near a coast where pollack or bass are plenty, I shall never miss 
having a try at them. 


We had in the boat over 30 fish—a good haul ; but we had weather, wind, and 
tide all in our favour, with a boatman who knew the ground, and a slice of good 
luck thrown in. . The gross weight of fish was little less than twenty-one stone! 
In addition to a hake, there were two gurnards in the bag, and these acceptable 
additions (from .a culinary point of view) had been caught on a “baby. 
spinner ” which one of my friends had put up in the stead of his other artificial 
bait that had been carried off by an unusually voracious monster of the deep. 


It was early for the mackerel, or we should have no doubt caught a few on the 


“spinners.” Next morning was market-day in the capital of Connemara; its 
picturesque streets were crowded with stalwart farmers and dark-eyed 
“colleens,” in their cloaks of bright blue or scarlet, with bare heads and feet, 
offering for sale crosses, broaches, and knick-knacks made out of the green 
marble so plentiful here ; others. their stock of fowl, eggs, and butter ; while the 
sterner sex are absorbed in the selling and buying of the little, shaggy Conne- 
mara ponies ; and last, but not least, the disposal of the ‘“ jintleman that helps to 
pay the rint.”. Men, clad in rough frieze coats and the orthodox knee-breeches, 
with more or less. dilapidated ‘‘ caubeens” on their heads, were leading pigs or 
small mountain sheep about the streets, or carrying kids in their arms. LHvery- 
where a buzz of animated, brisk conversation, and the tones of the rich Western 
“ brogue ” were heard. 

Afterwards a short stroll through the town and up to Cloughanard Hill, 
which ovérlooks it and the bay, the town has an appearance of substantial com- 
fort and prosperity, and the houses are well built and the majority slated, and 
afford a striking contrast to the desolate wilderness I had passed through on my 
journey from Galway. ‘ 

Leaving Clifden, I took car for the “ Killeries.” The route lay over mountain 
and crag, through valley and steeps, with many a long circuit to head the bays 
which -here-indent- the tne—of coast, -and-into which many a tempting stream 
poured its brawling waters ; then some jutting promontory would drive us inland, 
and amidst the purple hollows we would find the deep and secluded lake from 
which these streams arose. “All full of trouts, your honour!” so said the 
‘“jarvey” (who was at once my guide, philosopher, and friend) ; “but ne’er a 
salmon have I ever heard on being tuk there.” I should have liked to have 
tested the truth of his information in more than one of these likely-lookin 
“stands” ; but we were in the midst of the land of storms, and threatening 
clouds were hovering on the “Twelve Pins” and the lofty “ Benbayn.” It was 
no time to tarry. A Connemara “shower” is like the descent of an ayalanche 
of water—something solid poured out of aspout, and drenches you in less than 
aminute, The accompanying hill blasts tear into shreds any contrivance. for 
shelter ; you must keep no sail set, no capes—a close-fitting mackintosh reaching 
to your heels; and.that alone, is your only protection. After a wet drive of 
twenty miles, we suddenly dropped down upon the Killeries, a narrow, deep 
inlet of the sea, embosomed. in mountains resembling most closely the scenery 
of a Norwegian)‘: fiord;”: -and like it, a sort of cbag net forthe salmon which 
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crowd into it in shoals to seek the freshwater streams that debouche into its 
estuary. Of these streams two afford good sport for the angler—the one, the 
“ Bundarra,’ from Lough Dhu, in the Vale of Delphi; the other, 
the “ Erriff,’ which pours forth its torrent in a cascade right at 
the very head of the bay. Aasleagh is the name of this waterfall. 
Delphi (so named from its resemblance to its classic namesake) is on the oppo- 
site shore to Leenane, where there is a really comfortable hotel kept by Mr. 
McKeown, and where daily, weekly, or monthly tickets for the salmon-fishing 
in the Erriff can be obtained, and permission to fish in the many surrounding 
lakes. The charges for the Erriff are much the same as at the Ballinahinch 
Fishery—viz., 10s. per day or 50s. a week, £8 a month. 

Being provided with permission to fish in the Delphi river, I sailed across the 
following morning to avail myself of it. The river is a poor concern to look at, 
narrow, rocky, and circuitous ; but it fairly teems with salmon, which, fresh from 
the sea with the sea lice on them, are as lively and wicked as you could wish 
them to be. So extraordinarily numerous are the salmon here at certain times, 
that it is an old saying in the neighbourhood that “the river gets stiff with 
them,” and “ your honour could cross over dryshod on the backs of the salmon, 
the divil a lie in it.’ They are to be found in the deep eddies behind some 
rock, or in the runlets which here and there glide in deep channels between 
them. There are few open waters or pools to collect or rest in ; nor perhaps 
do they want any, for the lake is their place of rendezvous, and that (even taking 
the turns of the river into calculation) is less than three miles distant 
from the salt water. They are all on the move upward, and 
won’t stop for anything but the Brown Turkey and Golden Phea- 
sant feather; body deep blue mohair, and no tinsel. This they will lash 
at en passant, and then if you hook him hold him fast—no laissez aller, for your 
fighting field is small ; hemmed in with barricades of rock, you must keep and hold 
your enemy in the lists. Itis a sporting struggle, and needs delicate handling. 
Tt seems but a trial of strength—Salmo versus tackle ; but place a “ greenhorn” 
on the bank of a roaring, rock-bound river, and suppose him (by chance or 
accident) hooked to a sixteen-pounder in a whirling eddy, or in @ pool just fifteen 
yards square, and that the said salmon, being rather of a restless disposition 
and, moreover, somewhat disgusted at the presence of an unaccustomed barb in 
his cheek, takes it into his head to resent this order of things, and makes a dash 
to rasp his line on the closest rock that breaks the eddy, or thinks to make a 
rush helter-skelter down the nearest waterfall from the pool—how will the 
uninitiated draw him from the one or hold him from the other? What will all 
his treble gut or muscles’ play avail him? Nothing—or worse than nothing. 
Your tyro inevitably fails and smashes all—your experienced craftsman wearies 
his captive and lands his prize. There isa sort of solicitation, steady, yet gentle, 


that won’t be denied—an easing down of your rod when the fish pulls ; but when, 


he “ jiggers” or tugs, a quick change from the upright to a downward and oblique 
position just atthe moment when that tug ceases is a manceuvre that turns your 
fish, and before he can recover himself carries him by his own weight away from 
the rock he seeks, and brings him where you wish him to be, Then, as to therush, 
there is but one way to prevent that. You must “bully him” from the very 
instant he is hooked. You must, with a straight rod, hold your fish—give him 
the butt—not yield asingle inch of line. Once let him get a stroke with those 
paddles of his, and so “ get way” on his body, and he is lost to you. All depends 
on an instantaneous check, or bringing him up at the moment of striking. If 
you can accomplish this you prevent a start, and all is weil, Salmo is bothered 
—struck stupid, and cowed ; his fins can’t get a stroke that way, and so he tries 
the other, away from the fall to just where your strain may lead him. I met 
on the riverside a young angler who had travelled (so he said) expressly from 
Manchester for the sole purpose of being able on his return to say that ho had 
caught a salmon, “If I could but kill one before I went back I should be 
happy. I have hooked five since I came to Connemara—three of them here— 
but not one left me either gut or line, and carried away often top joint te boot.” 
I gave him my rod, chose a good cast—a likely pool—and first throw, and he 
was “in” him. Man or animal most alarmed I know not which; but he held 
tight to my advice and directions, and in an ecstasy of delight soon landed his 
fish. ‘Hurrah! and the car’s not gone. Time to be off.” And off he was, 
sure enough, back to Manchester, with his one salmon, the reward of his journey 
and his ambition. Parting with my friend, I finished up my day killing three 
and losing twice that number. The fish here rarely exceed 12lb.; but, like 
small men, make up in activity what they’lose in size. ‘The lake above, from which 
this river issues, swarms with salmon and salmon-trout. arly in the season 
they are lively and take the fly greedily ; but here, as in all still waters, they are 
apt to sulk when hooked, take to the bottom, and weary your life out, re- 
fusing to stir. As the season advances the fish mope, as in holes (and the 
Lough is only a large one) and lake fishing here is at an end, 

As I was returning homewards, my “‘gossoon” proposed a little detour by 
way of finishing off my day’s work, only to scramble up some 800ft. or 900ft. 


of a craggy mountain toa lake situated (I forget the. name). half-way up its. 
rugged sides, and then by the mountain ridge down again to the bay— A trifle, 


yer honour, an’ maybe the longest way round is the shortest way home.” The 
best, at all events for, of all the extraordinary loughs and tarns Lever met with 
this beat all. The trout were actually scrambling for. your fly, and I filled my 
basket in no time. It had been a scorching day, the shades of evening were on 
the hill, and it was just one of those evenings on which the water looks as if it 
was perspiring with the heat haze on its surface, It was not, however, the num- 
hers, but the remarkable shape and quality of the fish that. surprised me—they 
were herring size and almost round, literally lumps of fat. I had some cooked 
on my return, and they proved a delicious morsel—like fatted ortolans, and 
almost as good. I could not ascertain the cause of this peculiarity of condi- 
tion, and only in one other case have I seen trout like them, ’ 

The greater Killory, by the side of which stands Leenane, is eight miles in 
length from its mouth to Aasleagh Waterfall, and is here about 500 yards wide. 
Its greatest width is little over half a mile, but at, Leenane enlarges into a sheet 
of water of considerable extent, so that you almost think you are gazing at an 
jnland lake from the hotel window instead of on the. waters of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The little hotel is beautifully situated.on the very edge of the water, 
and has recently been rebuilt, and jthe comfort of visitors (and particularly 
anglers) is always the first thought of the genial proprietor. ,What a luxury, that 
morning plunge in the briny! The waters of the Atlantic are close at hand, and 
a convenient rock from which to take the desired “header.” Those ,who like 
sea-fishing can indulge to their heart’s content, and it is no bad alternative when 
the rivers are low, or the elements unpropitious. for salmon and trout, to spend 
a few hours “ whiffling” for pollack and mackerel along the rocky shores, or 


taking a day at the whiting, sole, plaice, and other sea fish which here abound, | 


The Erriff, to yield good sport, wants plenty of rain, as the river runs fine very 
fast, When the water is low there is always. Tawnyard Lake and the head of 
the fishery to fall back on, and a blank day is a rarity ; and for trout-fishing and 
the “gillaroos ” there are lakes and tarns in abyndance, and specially Lough 
* Nafooey,” seven miles away, and Loughs “Fee” and “ Muck.” With varying 
sport, my all-too-short stay came to.an end, and, with a, fixed determination to 


get back again to Leenane on the first opportunity, I packed up my traps, and 
commenced my homeward journey. 
Invigorated in mind and body, I bid farewell to this land of “mountain and 
flood,” so rich in natural beauties, with a firm resolve that next year would again 
find me drinking deep draughts of the pure mountain air, of pleasure and of 
health, amid the towering peaks and sparkling waters of this lovely ‘“ Wild West.” 
ORANGE GROUSE. 





PIKEING PRECEPTS., 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIKR. 


By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 288.) 


AT Hurley Weir, the Thames flows, at the base of a beautifully- 
wooded acclivity, between the villages of Harleyford, on the Buck- 
inghamshire side, and Hurley, on the opposite bank. Adjoining is 
Lady Place, formerly a Benedictine priory, long fallen to ruin and 
decay, a part of the walls which remain being incorporated in some 
farm buildings. 

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Sir Richard Lovelace, a comrade in 
arms of Sir Francis Drake, erected a fine house here—out of the spoils of the 
King of Spain’s West Indian fleet—which building was demolished in 1837, 
and the fine oak panellings and staircases sold. 

_ Midway in the river is a cluster of eight or ten islands, dividing the water 
into several channels, among which, and especially in the weir pool, the fishing 
is excellent; pike and perch are plentiful, and of the former, some large ones 
are caught every season. The pretty surroundings of Hurley, with its islands 
and backwaters richly embowered in the foliage of beautiful trees, make it a 
favourite summer resort of anglers ; and in winter, those intent on pike and 
perch-fishing, can always see a charm in the rushing waters, and swirling eddies 
of the weir. 

While writing this, I am sorry to receive a report of the total destruction by 
fire of Hurley Mill, and the loss sustained by its proprietor, Mr. T. Street. I 
am sure he has the hearty sympathies of all visitors to Hurley, and of the many 
other people who know and respect him. Everyone’s hope will be, that he may 
not be quite “cast down” by this calamity, but will, like a good angler—as he 
is—‘ stick to his swim,” and find a splendid success yet in store for him. 

One mile below Hurley is Temple lock and weir, the fishing being fairly 
good ; here the Henley Association water ends, and the Marlow Angling Asso- 
ciation begins. The next stretch of river by Bisham Abbey and Church, and 
qn it Marlow, about one and a half miles, is noted for good pike and perch- 

shing. 

When wintry weather has caused the weeds to rot and disappear, this is 
fine “spinning” water. Paternostering among the lily-beds for perch is fine 
sport ; but it is wise, when doing so, to have the top hook bound on gimp, in 
case of visits from hungry pike, an event which happened to my friend, Mr. 
W. Ritchie of Bisham, who, when “ perch-paternostering ” here, had his minnow 
seized by a large pike, which ran the line in and through a lot of water-lilies ; 
fortunately, the gut was strong and held fast, cutting the stalks and leaves like 
a knife, and after three-quarters of an hour of exciting sport, the fish, weighing 
over 20lb., was netted and safely landed—a skilful performance to kill sucha 
big fish on a gut paternoster, and with a light perch rod. 

To describe the picturesque beauty of Bisham, would demand more space than 
I have at disposal. Suffice it to say, that Bisham has rare attractions. Its 
Abbey was founded in 1338 by Wilham Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, on the 
site of an earlier “house ” of the Knight Templars, which, with the church, was 
erected during the reign of King Stephen, 1135—54. Several Harls of Salisbury 
were interred here, including Richard Neville—‘the King-Maker”—killed at 
the battle of Barnet in 1470, and Edward Plantagenet, beheaded in 1499. 

“The present mansion, an old stone edifice of the Tudor period, with pointed 
gables, mullioned windows, and a tower, was built about 1590 ; and in its struc- 
ture are incorporated portiors of the original fabric of the abbey and convent 
chapel. Ancestral elms cast their shadows on the ancient graveyard, and over- 
hang the path by the riverside. 
 Tmmediately after leaving Bisham, a bend of the Thames brings into view the 
suspension bridge, which crosses the river just above Great Marlow, and connects 
the counties of Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 

Beneath this bridge some ‘bargees,” who had robbed a riverside inn at 
Medmenham, feasted one night on what they thought was a rabbit-pie ; but the 
landlord expecting a visit from thieves, had baked a litter of drowned puppies, 
anid placed the pasty.in his larder. Hence the “ chaffing” inquiry, “ Who ate 
the puppy-pie under Maflow Bridge?”—often draws forth from the “ Thames 
bargee ” a reply more characterised by profanity than politeness. 

“Marlow is one of the “paradises” of an angler, few parts of the river 
affording safer assurances of sport, and such sport as will generally content a 
disciple of Izaak Walton. The weir, celebrated for its fine trout, enjoys a repu- 
tation for large ones captured there in recent years, from 10lb. and upwards ; 
also a monster S. fario of 16lb. weight, which adorns the public room of the 
Anglers’ Hotel. é 

At the proper seasons, perch, barbel, and chub congregate in the weir pool 
and channels about the withy-grown islands. Large pike also have been occa- 
sionally caught, notably one by Mr. J. Bedford on ist July, 1883, who, when 
“Jegering” with lob-worms for barbel, felt a bite, quiet as a roach would 
give. On striking, a long, greedy pull was the response, and Mr. B. knew, to 
quote his own words, he ‘was into” a large pike, which, with a rush, ran off 
forty or fifty, yards of line from his reel. The pike kept on swimming round 
the pool, varying the sport by sundry other desperate rushes, sometimes return- 
ing to the same spot where it first took the worm, but being hooked just outside 
the jaw, the gut was.not bitten in two. It was forty minutes before he got a 
glimpse of the pike, and. saw, his landing-net was not nearly large enough to 
hold it. ‘He hailed Hy. Rockwell, who brought a larger one, in which the fish, 
after an hour’s play, was landed. It measured 45in. in length, and weighed just 
over 24lb. ‘ nef 

‘Some: years: since. Mr. H. J. Alfred caught a pike of similar size in these 
waters, which gave capital sport before it was secured ; and the capture of good- 
sized fish is-almost certain ifthe.angler carefully tries—either with “ pater- 
noster?” or .live-bait on ‘‘snap tackle’ —the ‘ backwater,” and the “ deeps ” under 
Quarry Woods, which extend some distance along the Berkshire bank half-a-mile 
below the weir... 

From the summit of. Quarry.. Woods, looking back towards the weir, the view 
of the -river. and its islands, the town of Marlow and church embosomed in a 
uxuriant growth.of lofty. treés, is.one of the most charming of its kind on the 
Thames ; while in the other direction—down-stream—the channel widens con- 






siderably, assuming somewhat the appearance of a small lake, from which there 
is no visible outlet, owing to the cluster of islands, and bend in the river towards 


Spade Oak Ferry, at which place the splendid woods of Hedsor, and 
“ Oliefden’s proud alcove, 
The bower of wanton Shrewsbury and love,” 
burst full into view. 

The Anglers, close to the bridge, is a most comfortable hotel, so is the Crown ; 
the George and Dragon and the Barge Pole Inn, though less pretentious, are 
good places to stay at when economy is an object ; and. the local fishermen are 
the Shaws, Whites, and Rockwells, painstaking men, who are ever anxious to 


secure sport for their patrons. 
(To be continued.) 
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THE STRENGTH OF TROUT. 


(This interesting letter is by Mr. H. P. Wells, author of “Fly Rods and Fly 
Tackle,” and appears in Forest and Stream, Nov. 3.) 


SALMON-fishing became very dull on the Moisie River by the middle 
of last July. As we were fixed there until the 21st, we turned our 
attention to thé sea trout. Not till the 18th did we strike them in 
numbers; but after that they were sufficiently abundant to satisfy 
the most grasping. 

It may not be amiss to state, in view of what follows, that I am of those who 
believe the sea-trout and our brook-trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) to be one and 
the same fish. 

Upon the occasion hereafter referred to the trout averaged rather even in 
point of size, by far the greater number ranging within half a pound one way or 
the other of two pounds. Our largest was three pounds and five ounces, while 
very few ran so small as one pound. All were taken with the fly, the ‘“ Par- 
machenee Belle” being the apparent favourite. A moderate current of between 
three and four miles an hour aided the efforts of the struggling fish to escape. 
All were fine active fish. 

On the 19th the fish were so abundant that it was quite a matter of indifference 
whether they escaped after taking the fly or not. The idea then suddenly 
occurred to me that no better opportunity could present itself to determine by 
actual experiment how much a trout really could pull. Many, myself among 
the nnmber, had theorised about this, but no one, so far as I then knew or now 
know, had ever subjected his theory to the touchstone of actual experiment. 

I was provided with a tested spring-balance graduated to read to two ounces, 
and by which a pretty accurate determination to one ounce was possible. My 
first attempts were made as follows: After fastening a fish, the line was attached 
to the hook of the spring-balance between the reel and the first ring. But it 
was soon perceived that any result so obtained was modified by the friction of 
the line through the rings and tip-end of the rod, and by this methed the object 
in view—to ascertain the amount of strain which a trout of a given size could 
impose on a leader—could be but imperfectly attained. 

The following method was then adopted and persisted in. After fastening a 
fish the rod was at once passed to the bowman of ,the boat, while my gaffer and 
I seized the line beyond the tip, one holding the fish so that there would be 
enough slack line near the tip to enable the other to fasten some part of this 
slack to the spring-balance. After the connection was made the line was released 
so as to bring all subsequent strain directly upon the spring-balance. 

The results were most provoking. Trout are proverbially perverse ; but it 
seemed to me as if I had never in my experience seen any so thoroughly imbued 
with this abominable characteristic. To make connection with the spring- 
balance required time, and by the time it was made the fish would either stop 
pulling altogether, or would pull with but a portion of the vigour it had displayed 
while the line was being made fast. Then we would try to stir them up by 
jerking on the line. This generally produced the desired effect ; but by no 
means in the desired degree before the line had been hauled in to such an extent 
as to make a fresh connection with the spring-balance necessary. This again 
took time, and by the time we were ready the fish would again become compara- 
tively quiescent. Then we disconnected again, hauled the fish in hand over 
hand, fastened on the spring-balance once more, and then proceeded to stimulate 
the fish by poking it with the handle ofithe landing-net. When Fortune seemed 
to smile on us it was in a but half-hearted fashion. Just as we thought we had 
a result, the fish would break away, so that we could not complete the experi- 
ment by determining its weight. With all the larger fish either this was the 
case, or we could not induce them to do their best when we were in a position 
to record it. 

For two days every fish I fastened, to the number of a hundred and more, was 
subjected to this experiment. The indicator of the spring-balance was never at 
rest for an instant when the fish were pulling against it, thus showing an in- 
cessantly varying strain. They seemed to pull their best during some portion 
of the time when the line was held while being attached to the spring-balance 
for the first time. Rarely indeed could one be induced, even by the most savage 
treatment, to pullashard again. The greatest effect was produced when the fish 
darted off sidewise. 

Of the many trials intimated above, in but four instances were the results 
satisfactorily conclusive. The following gives the strains in these four cases 
during the most violent paroxysm of the fish, and as far as I was able to judge 
measures quite accurately all that the individual fish described could do :— 


A trout of 11b. 90z. pulled 11b. 40z, 
ay », 11b, loz. pulled 120z, 
7 ,, Llb. 1loz. pulled 11b. 5o0z. 
a5 5, 1lb. 9oz, pulled 11b. 8oz. 


But though these four cases were all that were sufficiently conclusive to 
merit detailed report, many of the others were more or less suggestive. From 
the whole series of experiments I concluded that I had underestimated the 
power of trout. I now think that an active and enterprising trout can impose, 
and that during some part of its struggle for life it may for an instant impose 
on the leader which holds it a strain equal to the trout’s own weight. But this 
I am inclined to think is the extreme limit of its power. 

It was my intention to refrain from printing these experiments until with 
self-registering indicators and other specially devised appliances I could con- 
tinue the investigation with salmon as well as with trout, and in such a manner 
that every fish fastened which did not break away would yield a definite result, 
instead of, as was the case, but one out of every thirty or forty. But Iam 
persuaded to do otherwise. 

New York, Oct. 28. 





Henry P. WELLS. 





EDMUND YATES, in “His Recollections and Hxperiences,” vol.i., page 251, says:—* I could not 
afford good wine and would not give bad; but there was some Irish Whiskey, which I procured 
through Mayne Reid (‘BUSHMILLS’ was its name), which was highly esteemed,” All orders to be 
addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co., Limited, 1, Hill-street, Belfast. 
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SALMON AND TROUT-ANGLING—XLIX. 
By W. MURDOCH. 





(Continued from page 122.) 
SCOTCH RIVERS—NORTHERN HIGHLANDS. 
THE INVER (SUTHERLANDSHIRE), 


TOGETHER with its tributaries, this river, the signification of which 
is mouth of, drains the central tract of the extensive parish and 
district of Assynt on the west coast of Sutherlandshire, It issues 
from Loch Assynt, the grandest large lake in the Dukedom, and 
running prevailingly westward a distance of six. miles or thereby, 
falls into Loch Inver Bay in close proximity to the small village of 
that name. The right to theangling in it and the netting connected 
with it belongs exclusively to the Duke of Sutherland. His Grace’s 
factor for the district is Mr, Evander McIver, Scourie, by Lairg. 

The surroundings of the Inver are truly Highland—wild and 
mountainous in the extreme, and the river itself is typically High- 
land in character, possessing clarag and little flats, narrows and 
graceful expansions, shingly scours and runs with a beautiful 
broken surface deep, dark swirling pools hemmed in by rocky, 
birch-covered banks, and here and there dense and powerful currents 
dashing over, and on either side bounded by huge layers of rock— 
“ uncanny ” places (dangerous enough if due regard as to footing is 
not taken by the angler when playing a fish). Describing the-chief 
natural features of the Inver, the late Mr. Andrew Young, of Inver- 
shin, many years ago wrote :— 

“This river of picturesque Assynt is about six miles in length. Its principal 
feeder is Loch Assynt, which receives the waters of Loanan and Traligill, both 
rivers into which salmon (grilse and sea-trout) ascend. Several parts of the 
upper portion of the river are of considerable width, with a bottom composed of 
pebble and sand ; the lower portion is of less average breadth, and generally 
very rocky. The whole is a good type of a salmon river.” Mr. Thomas Tod 
Stoddart writes : ‘‘ The Inver, issuing from Loch Assynt, and discharging itself, 
after a course of four or five miles (?), into Loch Inver, is well entitled to the 
consideration of the angler. . In favourable seasons it affords excellent 
sport to the salmon-fisher. In some places the pools are narrow, rocky, and full 
of hazards ; in others they are easily fished. The upper part of the 
river widens out here and there into pools of considerable breadth as well as 
depth. In these the common trout are very abundant, and attain to a large 
size. . . . “Theascent (of the Salmonide) to Loch Assynt is easy.” Mr. 
Archibald Young, Inspector of Salmon Fisheries for Scotland, writes: “ The 
Inver is a river of Assynt, one of the wildest and most picturesque districts in 
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Sutherland, having an area of 100,000 acres, much of which consists of rugged 
and lofty mountains, and of inland lochs, of which there are no fewer than 200, 
ranging in size from Loch Assynt, seven miles long and in many places a mile 
wide, to the lakelet only a mile in circumference. This is without counting 
mere lochans or mountain tarns. The Inver flows out of Loch Assynt, and has 
a course of six miles before it falls into Loch Inver (the sea). Inits upper part 
it is comparatively shallow, with a beautiful gravelly bottom, but in its lower 
part there are a number of fine rocky pools.” 

The Inver is a late river, and no doubt its being so is due to the fact that until 
such time as most of the snow water from the high mountains skirting its 
course and feeders has been run out, its temperature is considerably lower than 
that of the sea into which it falls. No other theory half so likely having been 
advanced, this one may therefore be accepted as a satisfactory answer to the 
question : Why are fish usually so late in commencing to run? .Some years 
there is a good show of salmon on the coast a month or more before any are to 
be found in the river, and although but seldom, yet it is true that during 
abnormally mild weather for the season “‘drappit” fish have been caught in 
the river weeks before very many (as indicated by the netting) had 
made their appearance on the coast. Not, however, by mild or rigorous 
weather, the hills being bare or covered with snow, is the netting, or the time 
it commences to be good, affected to anything like the same extent as the 
angling. The former is almost every year in full swing by a certain time—not 
so the latter. It commences soonest after an open winter. Some fish enter the 
river in March ; but, on the other hand, if there is much snow water or intense 
frost (which a late season is occasioned by), few leave the sea even in May, no 
matter how close inshore or in what number they may be. Mr. Archibald Young 
(to whose theory with regard to early and late rivers we assent) writes :—‘‘Oa the 
west coast, the rivers that fall into the Atlantic are nearly all late. They have 
short courses, and their fountain-heads are much tilted up, as they rise in that 


lofty and singularly picturesque chain of mountains which, beginning not far from . 


Cape Wrath, skirts the shores of Sutherlandshire, Ross-shire, and Inverness-shire 
for more than 100 miles, at distances varying from 5 to 20 miles from the western 
sea. In winter and spring, and sometimes even in early summer, these mountains 
are snowclad or partly covered with snow, and every partial melting of their snows 
brings down torrents of ice-co!d water, which rush through the short channels 
of these rivers into thesea. But the water of that sea, unlike that of the German 
Ocean that washes our eastern shores, is warmed by the soft influence of the Gulf 
Stream, and the salmon consequently prefer to remain in it until the snow water 
has run off, and the milder weather of June and July has raised the temperature 
of the river waters, and then they begin to ascend.” 
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It is held by very observant anglers who have fished the Inver for many years 
that most of the fish first to ascend (unless the season is all the later) are native 
to the river Loanan, for which, or Loch Assynt, they push on almost without 
resting, provided conditions are entirely favourable to their making the “run 
right through,” 

(To be continued.) 








THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
‘ BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN ‘ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp HamiuTon, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of * Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Se. 
(Continued from page 291.) 


Tue Order Neur optera (nerved wing), from the Greek words, Newron, a nerve 
and Pteron, a wing, includes a great number of insects which largely contribute, 
to the success of the fly-fisher. 

Westwood says : “ This order is chiefly distinguished by the structure of the 
wings, which are naked—that is, not inclosed by elytra or tegmina, and fur- 
nished with a great number of nerves, which gives the appearance under the 
microscope of a piece of beautiful network.” 

“These nervures,” says Newman (“History of Insects”), “divide the mem- 
brane into small compartments called cells. These cells are very constant in 
their form and proportion in the same genus of insects, consequently their 
variations distinguish one genus from another. The strong nervure which runs 
along the upper edge of each wing, either on the extreme edge or just below it, 
is called the costal nervure, and the portion, if any, above the nervure the 
costal cell, or if divided by minor nerves, costal cells. The incrassated portion 
of this nervure, which is frequently observable at about two-thirds of the dis- 
tance from the body towards the apex of the wing is called the stigma. The 
cells immediately beyond the stigma, towards the extreme point of the wing, 
i called marginal cells, The wings of all insects present a somewhat triangular 

zure.” 





WinG or aA Nevroprerous Insect ENLARGED. 
1, Costal Nervure ; 2, Stigma ; 3, the Marginal Cells ; 4, the Sub-marginal Cells. 


“The form of the wing in Neuroptera is generally somewhat elongated, and the 
body is also, the abdomen particularly. The head is often large, the compound 
eyes very large ; some have simple or stemmatic eyes. The habits in the larva 
state are predaceous, which continues in some genera to the pupa and perfect 
states. The power of flight in many is very great. The larvee and pups are 
often aquatic. The females have no sting, and only a few have an ovipositor. 
The metamorphosis is complete in some, incomplete in others.” 

Dragon Flies, May Flies, Scorpion Flies, &c., belong to this order. 

The typical Newroptera, according to the Linnean order, are the Dragon 








Tue Great Dracon FLy. 


Fiies, Odontata ; Family, Libellulide ; highly organised with regard to their 
powerful mandibulate mouths and densely reticulated wings. There are three 
genera—A grion, Libe'lula, and Gschna, and fourteen British species divided into 
two sections. 

Although in their perfect state these insects are not ‘food for fish,” they attract 
our attention when by the waterside by the curious rustling of the wings of the 


larger species, as they cross and recross our path on a hot summer's day, or by 
ihe pee colours of the smaller kinds as they settle on the flags or other 
plants. 

Those generally met with are— 

1. The Great Dragon Fly (Libellula grandis, Gischna grandis), a most 
beautiful insect with a reddish-brown body with white spots, the wings witha 
marginal spot. 


2. The Dragon Fly, or Horse Singer (Libellula depressa Donovan). Byes 
brown ; thorax greenish, with two yellow transverse bands ; a large dark spot at 





THE DraGon FLy, or Horse SINGER. 


the base of each wing, and a small dark spot on the anterior margin. Donovan 
says it is a perfect vulture among lepidopterous and other defenceless insects, 
destroying more for its sport than for its voracious appetite. 

3 and 4. Libellula puella and Libellula ceruleus. The Libellula puella 
has the body of a greenish-blue ; wings of equal length, with a cloudy, brown 
spot in the middle. The length of the insect is about two inches. It is often to 





Tur LIBELLULA PUELLA, 


be seen sporting on the waters in May and June. There is a variety with the 
body red, with yellow and black lines; the wings clear, with marginal spots 
(Donovan). 

(To be continued.) 





BAMBRIDGE’S “BUFFER KNOT” GUT TRACE FOR PIKE, 
—‘ WIRE CENTRE GIMP.” 


Mr. B. R. BAMBRIDGE, of Windsor Bridge, Eton, is a firm believer 
in the buffer knot for gut, and, at our suggestion, has brought outa 
shilling trace, of excellent, strong, stained gut, 4ft. long, made up 
with the buffer knot, with a spring-swivel at one end and a double 
loop (for attaching to reel-line) at the other. With this trace all the 
gimp it is necessary to use is about Sin. or 6in., on which the hooks 
are mounted. This should be stained, and the last half-dozen yards 
of the reel-line (if light in colour) should also be stained. The 
angler who is equipped for pike-fishing with this trace may rely on 
it with full confidence, and if Mr. Bambridge’s “ wire centre” gimp 
is used on the hook-length, the only element of weakness in the 
tackle is removed, as it would be almost impossible to break or cut 
this gimp on a pike’s teeth, as is often the case with ordinary gimp, 





ANGLING ON THE WHITADDER,—EXTRAORDINARY HAULS,—During the present 
week anglers have had a rare time on the Whitadder, near Berwick. Mr. Cowe 
fish-curer, Berwick, has obtained for three days no less than 80 stones of sea and 
bull-trout, or half a ton, all caught by anglers in this river. A cart had to be sent 
out to convey the fish to Berwick. Some anglers from Paxton also got large hauls, 
At the Cauld, near New Mills at Whitadder Bridge, the trout are so numerous that 
they can be stirred up with a stick. Some Tweed bailiffs were present to see that 
the fish were taken legally by the rod. A few of the bull-trout weighed 14lb, and 
17lb. One salmon also has been caught. Some naturalists have maintained that 
bull-trout only inhabit the Whitadder.— Newcastle Journal. 


RICHARD JEFFERIES.—A portrait of Margaret Thomas, and memoir by Mr. King- 
lake, of the late Richard Jefferies, with a complete list of his works, will be pub- 
lished in the December number of Mr. I’. G. Heath’s “ Illustrations.” It is not 
known to the public that the three first books of the accomplished author of “The 
Gamekeeper at Home” were published in 1873, and were respectively entitled, net 
Memoir of the Goddard Family of North Wilts,” “A Handbook of Reporting, Edit- 
ing, and Authorship,” and “ Jack Brass, Emperor of England.” 


PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—What is more comforting in cold andj damp weather than “‘ Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficial to the weak and aged than this wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men? What do sportsmen and travellers flad more sustaining than a 
flask of this unrivalled liqueur and for whomastronger quality (“ Sportsman’s’’) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations. Observe our branded corks and capsules. Sold by Wine Merchants, and by Thomas 

_Grant and Sons, Maidstone, and 46, Gresham-street, H.C. Makers of the delicious Morella Marmalade. 
Sold by Grocers, : As pee FE gg Ot ae Met § 
ore 3 
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Lorp Ranpoppu CHURCHILL got six fine salmon the other day on the Floors 
Castle upper water (Tweed). The weights were Tlb., 141b., 14lb., 171b., 171b., 


and 231b. 


& sd = 


Our river correspondent for the Esk, Dumfriesshire, says :—‘‘ Now that the 
fishing season is legally closed, the authorities may be congratulated upon their 


success, through the medium of sandbags and spiked stones placed in the river, 
in preventing to a certain extent the unsportsmanlike practice of snatching and 
other murderous methods of taking fish. I learn that several South Country 
gentlemen who visited the Esk this season are of opinion that the ‘native’ 
anglers are allowed too many privileges on the river.. What, these privileges 
are has not been precisely stated ; but I always understood the rules of the Esk 
and Liddle Fisheries Association treated all ticket-holders alike. Perhaps a 
little handicapping wouldn’t come amiss, as it is a well-known fact that no 
stranger could possibly compete with an average Border angler on his native 
river ; far less would he be able to hold a candle:to'some of the experts whom 
I could name. My advice to those visiting the-Esk is, and has always been, 
Study the books of those experts.—GLOBE-TROTTER.” 
P.S.— They tell me they’ve been “snatching ” 
In the well-known Willow Pool ; 
But to prevent that artifice 
There is a tip-top rule. 
Some very famous anglers 
Have been up before the “ beak ” 
For clutching at yon {salmon 

With a new invented “ cleek.” 

Fishing in the Tweed, three miles below Peebles, on Saturday, Mr. Scott, of 
Bonnington Park, landed three salmon weighing respectively 22lb., 201b., and 
12lb., and lost a fourth—a big kipper. 

* = 2 3 > ; 

The Annan Town Council have taken the opinion of eminent counsel on the 
question, whether the inhabitants of the burgh have the right of free fishing 
in the Annanriver. The opinion has been received, but its exact terms have 
not transpired. A report is current that it is rather of a discouraging character. 

s % ® 


Any salmon angler might be proud of such a record as that of the Hon. and 
Revd: Robt. Liddell, which we publish this -week. Highty-seven salmon in 
nine days, weighing eleven hundred and sixty-three pounds, is an extraordinary 
record for an angler now in his 80th year. _ 

ae ae ae a 

Mr. P. Rolph, the piscatorial host, of the Ram Hotel, Brandon, Suffolk, 
informs us that an angling visitor to his hotel landed a big perch on his plummet 
the other day. Perch seem partial to plummets; many years ago when fishing 
the Severn near Wroxeter, an enormous perch came two or three times at 
our ledger-lead as it was drawn in, and.we have often heard of similar 
incidents. 

Og ® ee) 9 

In reply to inquiries about. the “ Marston ” hard, wood fly-rod, we may men- 
tion, for the protection of purchasers, that the only authorised makers are Messrs. 
§. Allcock and Co., of Redditch, and we advise anglers not to purchase any 
“ Marston” rod of hard wood in ash and greenheart unless it bears the label 
with Messrs. 8. Allcock’s trade mark (a stag). The price fixed for the rod is 
17s. 6d. single brazed, and 21s. double brazed. We mention these matters 
because “inferior imitations” of our favourite little rod are being palmed off 
for it—“ pirated editions,” in fact, which only bring discredit on the original 
pattern. This does not refer to the split-cane rod which Messrs. Hardy make 
from our pattern, called the “ Marston.” 

& ® * % ; 

Mr. Mundella, speaking on Tuesday at Lowestoft, said that during a recent 
holiday on the Continent he was able, while living above an Alpine pass, to get 
fresh fish at a cheaper rate than he could get it delivered at his house in London, 
and that the fish came from Ostend by railway and by diligence. This truly 
remarkable fact is owing to the exorbitant charges of English railways for carry- 
ing fish and to the Billingsgate “ring.” With regard to the former evil, we 
understand that strenuous efforts are to be put forth in the next Session of 
Parliament to procure a revision of the rates charged for the common kinds of 
fish. The National Sea Fisheries Protection Association has promulgated an 
important scheme on the subject which is likely to greatly benefit the fishing 
community. 

* x at * 

Salmon poaching has, we regret to say, been extensively practised on the 
Tweed during the last few weeks. It is stated that bags, and even carts, filled 
with fish have been seen leaving the Tweed, near Berwick, and that splendid 
salmon have been selling at as little as 2d. and 3d. per pound. In consequence 
of this state of things, about a dozen men have been added to the force of Tweed 
bailiffs. ‘The new hands have been stationed at Berwick and Eyemouth. In 
former times seven men were deemed sufficient to look after the whole of the 
Berwick district. 

* * a * ; * 

The Corporation of Carlisle have lost’ the day in their appeal against the 

decision in “The Duke of Devonshire v. Pattinson.” 
* * * j Bs +, 5 

We hear from Whitby that the past salmon-fishing season in that part of the 
Esk, which promised to be a very bad one, was a moderate one for the anglers, 
and highly remunerative to the sea-fishermen. The salmon passes are said 
to have acted badly, particularly the one at Ruswarp. The salmon caught 
do not run very large, principally from 8lb. to 10lb.. The largest fish of the 
season was taken by a lady, Mrs. Keighley, wife of Mr. J. H. Keighley, of 
Spring Hill House. It weighed 17lb. 

* * * * * 

Whitby anglers have this season lost the fishing of the Ruswarp Dam and the 
water up as far as the Sleights. As this is said to be one of the best, bits of 
trout and salmon-fishing in the North of Yorkshire, the withdrawal of it from 
the association has caused considerable disappointment and irritation, The 
rights to the fishing are held by Sir Charles Strickland, Bart:, by virtue of his 
trust as Lord of the Manor of Whitby, and why he has closed the fishing to 
anglers no one seems exactly to know. 

* bod * * 

George Macdonald, a labourer, has been fined £3 10s. for illegally catching 
and killing a grilse in the Tay. An expensive fish. For a less sum than that a 
policeman may ‘be: knocked on the head in the Metropolis. Macdonald was a 
particularly ingenious person. When he saw the Superintendent of Fisheries 
coming, he put the grilss into a bag and threw it overboard. The bag disap- 
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| peared, but a little cotton ball attached to it by a light line floated. Unfortu- 
nately for Macdonald, the superintendent spotted the ball, and unpleasant legal 
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proceedings followed. 
* *« r * 

John Bickersdyke thus writes us :—“In your issue of last week ‘CO. R. C.’ 
suggests with reference to Mr. Christopher Davies’ adjustable Jardine snap- 
tackle, that the top triangle should be made on the principle of the Pennell lip- 
hook, that is, with a metal eye at the end of the shank and another at the 
bend. ‘The same idea had previously occurred to me, and, doubtless, to other 
of your readers. Iat once wrote to a firm of Redditch hookmakers (Messrs. 
Warner and Sons) to ask them to make me a few of these treble lip-hooks, 
if they may be so-called. The same firm were at the same time working out 
another idea connected with the Jardine snap. It has always struck me as 
wrong—in theory, at all events—that when the jack is struck, one hook of the 
lower triangle, the one caught in the pectoral fin, should be more often than not 
dragged into the bait. By reversing this hook it would, on the strike taking 
place, be dragged out of instead of into the bait. Of course, the easier the hooks 
come away from the bait, the more likely are they to penetrate into the Jack’s 
mouth. Some years ago I made up a piece of snap tackle, in which this idea 
was carried out. It was something like the ordinary saddle-back snap ; but one 
of the lengths of gimp was longer than the other to allow of the triangle attached 
to it being brought into the shoulder of the bait, where it was kept in place by 
a small hook bound on to the gimp the reverse way to and just above the triangle 
I tried this tackle with great success on two successive days in the Bedfordshire 
Ouse in winter. The first day with a friend we killed eleven jack out of 
twelve runs, and the following day, by myself, I killed on one rod ten 
jack out of about as many runs during an afternoon’s fishing. I believe the 
tackle answered so well because both sides of the bait were guarded, 
because the triangle at the middle hung down slightly below the belly of the 
bait, and because the triangle on the other side was at the shoulder. Thus the 
only part of the bait which was'unguarded was the tail, which jack of any size 
rarely seize. I used only two triangles, a lip hook going through the back fin. 
With the new triangle I hope to do away with the small reversed hook, one hook 
of the triangle being reversed. Iam afraid it is difficult to follow a description 
of this kind in words, so if I find the tackle with the new triangle answer, I shall 
haye much pleasure in sending you a specimen.” 2 

* 

An attempt has been made to get up an angling association for Hexham, but, 
unfortunately, without success. At a recent meeting of the Hexham Local 
Board, a letter was read from Mr. T. C. Joy, of Hall Stile Bank, in which the 
writer stated that he had been requested by many residents in the town to ask 
the Board if they would grant-to-a proposed angling association the exclusive 
right of fishing in the reservoir. If the right were granted the proposed associa- 
tion would agree to stock the water with fish (of kinds to be approved by the 
Board), and to fish it only under proper regulations. On the motion of the 
chairman, a refusal to let the reservoir was sent in reply to Mr. Joy’s letter. 
A member of the board stated that the reservoir was already stocked with trout. 

® Es % 


To those interested in matters piscatorial, a remarkable sight presented itself 
the other day at Hammer Mill Stream, well-known to anglers who are privileged 
to fish there. Hundreds of dead fish were to be seen in the water, evidently 
poisoned, and so numerous were they that at times they had to be cleared away 
from the vicinity of the mill wheel. The miller, like others, was at a loss to 
understand the destruction of so many of the finny denizens of the stream ; but 
the death-dealing agent was not far to seek. Recentrain had swollen the stream, 
and the storm water had brought from the sewage-bed of the Crane a current so 
polluted that no living thing could possibly exist there. Light will be the 
baskets and poor the sport that will fall to the lovers of the gentle art in 
Frittenden water for some time to come,—Kent Examiner. 

3 % Es 

The Tees Fishery Board, at their last meeting, decided, by a majority of one, 

to impose a license of 1s. on trout rods. 


(eR SE ET SEES 


PRESENTATION TO MR, ANDREW LACROIX. 





‘WE have received, too late for insertion this week, a report of the 


presentation of a purse of gold and illuminated address to Mr, 
Lacroix, hon. sec. of the Amalgamated Angling Societies of Wor- 
cestershire. We shall print it next week. 


ee 


FISH CULTURE AT CAISTOR, LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Mr. THOMAS FORD, in issuing his price list for another season, says that 
the stock of yearling trout will be very fine. The ponds which hold 
them contain an abundance of natural food, but, in addition to this, 
they have been fed daily “ with the choicest condiments.” Many of 
them are now (October) 4in. to 5in. long. 

“ The uniformity of supply,"temperature, and purity of the waters of the 
Manor Fishery are unexcelled, and the hatching operations are conducted on the 
most approved principles. Customers may therefore depend upon getting 
perfectly healthy and strong fish, whilst the strains are the best in the kingdom. 

In all cases where other fish are absent it will be found the better and cheaper 
way to purchase a good stock of fry in preference to yearlings, and to put them 
in streams as near to the sources as possible. If placed in ponds, fed by rills, 
the outlets should be guarded with a movable grating of perforated zinc, and, 
where at all practicable, they should be fed daily for at least a month or two 
after turning out. 

‘A few noted strains can only be supplied by special arrangement. 

As some of the stock will be limited, it is absolutely necessary, to prevent dis- 
appointment, that orders for trout should be on hand as soon as possible, and for 
grayling early in April. Special quotations will be given for bookings before 
Christmas.. 

The manager reserves the right to decline orders that involve too much risk 
in transit, &c. 

The delivery alive of all fish is guaranteed, but to secure this instructions 
must be carefully obeyed.” 


Seeree EE EE 
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HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Enfeebled existence.—This medicine embraces every attribute required in a 
general and domestic remedy. It overturns the foundations of disease laid by defective food and 
impure air. In obstructious or congestions of the liver, lungs, and bowels, or any other organs, the 
Pills are especially serviceable and eminently successful. They should be kept in reafliness ia evory 
family, being a medicine of jacomparable utility for young persons, especially those of feeble constitu- 
tions. They never cause paiu or irritate the most sensitive nerves or mosb tender bowels. Holloway’s 
Pills'are the best kuown purifiers of the blood, the most active promoters of absorption and secretion, 
whereby all poisonous and obnoxious particles are removed from both solids and fluids, 
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LIST OF NEW BOOKS. 








NOW READY AT ALL LIBRARIES. 





NEW WORK 
BY THE LATE E. B. WASHBURNE, LLD. 


RECOLLECTIONS 


OF A 


MINISTER TO FRANCE: 


The EMPIRE, 
The FRANCO-GERMAN WAR, The COMMUNE 
and the REPUBLIC. 
2 Vols., royal 8vo, with 16 Full-page Illustrations, 36s, 


’ 





NOW READY. 
New and Important Work on English Administration in South Africa, 


AUSTRAL AFRICA : Losing it or Ruling it. 
Being Incidents and Experiences in Bechuanaland, Cape Colony, and England, 


By JOHN MACKENZIE, 2 Vols., demy 8vo, with Maps and Numerous Illus- 
trations, 32s, 





A Superb Work for Presentation at any Season. 


GOLDSMITH'S ««SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER.” 


A Comedy. With Drawings by EDWIN A. ABBEY. Decorations by 
ALFRED PARSONS, Introduction by AUSTIN DOBSON, Imperial 4to, 
extra leather binding, £4 4s, y 


PEN AND PENCIL IN ASIA MINOR; or, 


Notes from the Levant. By WILLIAM COCHRAN, Member of the Society 
of Arts, the Highland and Agricultural Society, London and Edinburgh, and 
formerly of the Asiatic Society, London and Shanghai. Illustrated with 89 
Engravings, made chiefly from Water-Colour Sketches by the Author. Demy 
8vo, cloth extra, 21s, 


ON A SURF-BOUND COAST; or, Cable Laying 


in the African Tropics, By A, P. CROUCH. Crown 8vo, cloth, 7s, 6d. 


A STORY OF THE GOLDEN AGE. By Jamzs 


BALDWIN, Author of “The Story of Siegfried,’ &c, Illustrated by 
HOWARD PYLE. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s, ‘ 


RAMBAUD’S HISTORY OF RUSSIA. An 


entirely New Hdition, 3 vols, demy 8vo, with many Illustrations, cloth 
extra, 21s, 


THE LIFE OF MRS. GODOLPHIN. By Joun 


EVELYN of Wootton, Esq. New Edition. Edited by EDWARD HAR- 
COURT of Nuneham Park, Oxon, Esq. Fep. 8vo, printed at Chiswick Press 
on hand-made paper, gilt top, cloth extra, 7s, 6d, 


DIGGING, SQUATTING, AND PIONEERING 


LIFE IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 
By Mrs. DOMINIC DALY, 1 vol., demy 8vo, cloth, 12s, 


MAIDENHOOD: a Poem. By H. W. Lone@retiow. 


Illustrated by J. STANLEY. Oblong 4to, with 9 Coloured Plates and 13 in 
Monotint ; fancy cover prettily printed in colours, 2s, 6d. ; boards{extra, gilt 
edges, 3s. 6d. 


THE CORSAIRS OF FRANCE, By C. B. Norman 


(late 90th Light Infantry), Author of “ Tonkin ; or, France in the Far East,” 
&c, With Portraits and Map, 1 vol., demy 8yo, cloth, 18s. 


OUR NEW ZEALAND COUSINS. By the Hon. 


JAMES INGLIS (Maori), Minister of Public Instruction in the New South 
Wales Legislative Assembly, and Author of “Sport and Work on the Nepaul 
Frontier,” &c, Small post 8vo, cloth, 6s, 


LIVING LIGHTS: a Popular Account of Phos- 


phorescent Animals and Vegetables. By CHARLES FREDERICK HOLDER, 
Fellow of the New York Academy of Sciences, &c., Author of “ Elements of 
Zoology,” “Marvels of Animal Life,” “The Ivory King,” “ Wonder Wings,” 
&e, 8yo, with 24 Illustrations, cloth extra, 8s, 6d, 














NOW READY, THIRD EDITION, NEW WORK BY 
DR. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 


OUR HUNDRED DAYS IN EUROPE. Small 


post 8vo, printed on extra fine paper, cloth, gilt top, 6s. 





LONDON: SAMPSON LOw, 


| 
| 
| 


| application to some parts of ‘Springhaven.’ 


$$ _. 


BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED EDITION (A CHOICE 
PRESENTATION VOLUME). 


SPRINGHAVEN: a Tale of the Great War. 
R. D. BLACKMORE, Author of “Lorna Doone.” 
ALFRED PARSONS and F, BARNARD, 
gilt edges, price 12s. 

Of “Springhayen ” the Saturdayi Review says :—“ The story is one of Mr. Black- 
more’s best. A fine touch of romance reveals the author of ‘Lorna Doone’ on 


almost every page, The portraits of Nelson and Napoleon are marvellously 
true and lifelike,” 


‘Splendid’ and ‘glorious’ are strong terms, but they are scarcely too strong for 
The story.is among the 


With 64 Illustrations by 
Square demy 8vo, cloth extra, 


| author’s best; and to read it is a most invigorating tonic,’—ZJllustrated London 


| News. 








REISSUE OF_THE |EDITION DE LUXE AT A LOWER PRICE. 


BLACKMORE’S LORNA DOONE: a Romance 


of Exmoor, It contains numerous Full-page and other Ilustrations by Mr, 
F, ARMSTRONG, Mr, W. SMALL, and Mr, BOOT, 1 vol,, crown 4to, pp. 
528, cloth extra, gilt edges, 21s, 
[A few copies still on hand of the Original Edition, in handsome cloth 
binding, 31s. 6d. ; or in parchment binding, top gilt, uncut edges, very hand- 

some, 35s, 

“Enriched with elaborate and delicately cut landscapes and figure designs, . 

It is hard to say of the landscapes which is the most carefully and finely wrought 


, the figure pieces supplied by Mr. W. Small are well designed and 
learnedly drawn.”—Athenawum, 


Fr! 
tAN AWAY FROM THE DUTCH;; or, Borneo 
from South to North. By M, T. H. PERELAER, late of the Dutch Indian 
Service. Square 8vo, with 10 Illustrations, cloth extra, 7s, 6d. 

Extract from review in the Saturday Review :—“No modern book of adventure 
is more exciting in its way than this story of the escape of four men from the harsh 
rule of the Dutch in Borneo, The book is not too long, and the interest is sustained 
up to the end, . The book is most amusing, and the amount of information 
it conveys incidentally is by no means to be despised,” 


FOREIGN ETCHINGS: a Series of Twenty 


Original Etchings, by Celebrated Artists of France, Germany, &c., among 
whom are William Muger, William Lieb], Paul Ragon ; from Paintings by 
Rembrandt, Titian, Munkacsy, Palma Vecchio, and others. Descriptive Text 
by 8. R. KOEHLER and others, 


. 


Imperial folio bOardsiesnrstestisees eereesece ser k es £3 3 0 
On Japanese Papert 2.5) .70.) shes .c.ececescjcececnes inal Rally) 
OnjIndia Bayer? 8.25.0... Sedrdahenteintesrce i a0 





NEW GLOSSARY OF THE OBSCURE WORDS 


IN SHAKESPEARE, AND THE DRAMATISTS OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY. By CHARLES MACKAY, LL.D., F.S.A., Author of “The 
Etymology of the Language of Western Europe.” In 1 vol, demy 8vo, cloth 
extra, £1 Is, 


BY JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 
THE VISION OF SIR LAUNFAL. With Illus- 


trations by J. W. ALEXANDER, BRUCE CRANE, F. W. FREER, R. S. 
GIFFARD, A. KAPPER, H.S. MOWBRAY, WALTER SHERLAW, and F 
HOPKINSON SMITH. Royal 4to, cloth extra, £3 3s. 


CONCORDANCE TO THE POETICAL WORKS 


OF WILLIAM COWPER. Compiled by JOHN NEVE. Royal 8yo, cloth, 21s. 
* * A most useful book of reference for Journalists, Literary Men, and 


Acrosticians. 
NEW NOVELS. 
AT ALL THE LIBRARIES. 
MOHAMMED BENANI: a Story of To-day. 


1 vol., demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d, 


HERMOSA ; or, in the Valleys of the Andes. 


By Mrs. J. EH. MARTIN. 2 vols., crown 8vo., 12s. 


UNDER the STARS and UNDER the CRESCENT. 


By EDWIN DE LEON. 2 vols., crown 8yo, 12s. 


RAPHAEL BEN ISAAC. By JoHN BrapsHaw. 


2 vols., crown 8yo, 12s, 


IN THE WEB OF DESTINY. By A. L. Kniaur. 


1 vol., crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 


THE HUNDREDTH MAN. By F. R. Srocxton. 


Post 8vo, cloth, 6s. [Forming New Volume of Low’s “Standard Novels,” ] 


THE MAID AND THE MONK. By W. Sran- 


HOPE, 3 vols., crown 8yo, 18s. 


TWO NEW WORKS BY JULES VERNE. 
THE CLIPPER OF THE CLOUDS. | Illustrated. 


Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d, 
NORTH AGAINST SOUTH. 


Illustrations, Cloth, gilt edges, 10s. 6d, 


THEIR PILGRIMAGE. By Cuartes Dupiey 


WARNER, Author of “My Summer in a Garden,” &c. Characteristically 
Illustrated by CHARLES 8. REINHART. 8 vo, 7s, 6d. 





Very numerous 





MARSTON, SEARLE, AND RIVINGTON, 


8T. DUNSTAN'S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET. 
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‘6 ACME ‘ LINES F 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 










ie 


eae 





Authorities. 
Rat eborsiatark SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
oie Conese. 4 anid Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FrewD :— 


Genuine. 
“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs, D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 


ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No, 1), and another for tront 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. T have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quits good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” " 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
«‘ T have used the ImpRovED ‘ACME’ Line lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, You HAVS GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR I'r.”—May, 1885, “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 
Mr. Cholmondcley-Penneli’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Sotely Manufactured by us, With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 8d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s.3d.and 1s, Gd, per seore yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


COOPER CooPER & CO.| HOWIRTOUN FISHERY, 


SELL the FINEST '[' fh A\ the World Produces STIRLING, N.B. 
AD Sse oO SEND FOR PRiGE LIST OF 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at Is. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d.a Pound. || Qya, F'ry, Yearling, and Two-Year-Old Fario | 
Levenensis and Fontinali, to 


Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 
CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, \ONDON BRIDGE, 
J. R. GUY, Secretary, 
HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, N.B, 


BRANC4 ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63 BISHOFSGATS STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35,STRAND near Charing 


Crose), W.C ; 288, REGENT CIRCUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE 

GROVE, W ; 564, HIGH HOLBORN, W.7., LONDON. 
«4 1 Coat THE ARMY LESU-ATION | Improved Riding & Huat- LIVERY SERVANTS’ WATER- 
SCAMISY GOA. ing Wa'erproof. 
ball by 0a WAT E RK PRO OF Comp’ete ue Aor ae AND VALISE, EE . DRIVING ba 
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a ~ : \ 
DRIVING CAP WITH TALMA SLHEVES. 
These Uapes are cnt very full in the skirt, so 4: to fall 
SS Por ull 1 Pom ovec the kuee apron is frons and back rail behind. 
—s vr all-round birp ses. Made 33, 35, and s7in. Jong. Prices fur Good Qiality Drab Ruboer. 
9 


THE MOST USkFUI, WScLtHy, AND D “BASLE 
WATERPRIO® GAanMEAT 








We als sake Yoat with th® 2 YRS #£ RT sD Oe a Fe Prices Complece for Stu: k Sizes. 40 42 44 46 in heslong. 
Ope aera a eteimearantsiatod PRICHS 20 ht ee Ee ee Made Of Double ‘Texture Gossamer.. 603,04, Toft ffc.5in, 65't.7in, Sf. 9in., 6ft. lia, man. . 
under arms. 43, 5, ba 54, 56in. long. Made of Super Tweed to Check Lining 663, (da. 9/- ee 6 ae 3/- x ce 

, r PTT OF ere Separately. L001 3 AND GROOMS’ COATS, 

_Very Jarge and Choice Selec TO FIT GENTLEMEN COATS eareatee is ae ; 35s. and 47s. 6d. 8 59 52 54 53in.lorg. * 
tion. Patterns and Prices on Sft.5in, ft. 7in., Sft.9l0, dit. 1lin, 6 "t. lin. THIGHKNEG LEGGINGS, 12: 6d. & 172. Gi. To Gt dt, Sin, fF’. Zin, ft. 9a, Sit, Wn, 6fF Ni". men. 
application. 44s, 6d. 463, 9 “47a, Gd, 492, 503. 6d. BADDL4 VALISES ...... 200 4>, to 7x. 25/- 26.6 28/- 29'6 31/- 

VHEN ORDERING, SIATH H&IGHI AND SIZH ROUND CHéSDI. 5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT FOR CASH. 
en 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 27, guctw victonia ‘stneer, Lowoy, t.0, 


Works: BOW ROAD, BE. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BS WTOL; 4, QUEEN STRERT, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWAN SHS. 


au ad he 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 
THE SUN NOTTINGHAM WINCH, NEW COLLAPSING LINE DRIER. 


With ADJUSTABLE CHECK, Regd. No. 79,016. 





CLOSED. 


Ti ese Wincbes are made With a metal rim 
on the inside of back plate, and also metal 
inner revolvirg plate, which preveuts all 


A machine for effectually drying lines when we‘, 
Made so that the air passes freely through to every 
por.ion of the line, and so dries and preserves it. 
possibility of warping or sticking, withont Each winder is fitted with a screw clamp, so that 
acdirg any perceptible weight. it may be screwed to any table. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 








CON TENTS. 





(N.B.—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ” Putney. 
. 45 3 aay 
50 if arnes, 
Add 55 if Kew. 
75 i Richmond, 
80 re Twickenham, 
85 : Teddington, 


Example ;—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON. BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, November 19 . 550 4.16 “= oes 4,39 
Sunday, rf, 20 nae ae 5.0 ose ees 5.22 
Monday, te oh femee! 5.47 eu tue 6.13 
Tuesday, - 22 ao aa: 6.40 oe eee 7.9 

Wednesday, ‘ 23 nals oe 7.40 aoe ood 8.13 
Thursday, . 24 rif ose 8.49 one one 9.29 
Friday, fate Bb ee 10-6 pee eet O46 


ee River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

Although the reports that bave come to hand up to the present are limited, the 
prospects are much better. From every portion of the river the message is “The 
water is in capital condition for jack and perch-fishing, and the former are well on 
the feed.” The anglers, therefore, cannot complain if they do not embrace the 

chance when it is afforded them, and those who have been looking forward to the 
change will doubtless get on the warpath, and, it is hoped, with every success, 
There are plenty of dace to be had for bait, and they will be found lively and active 
for the game. The report which came to hand last week of a trout of 4}lb. being 
taken in jack-fishing has been fully investigated, and it appears the fish was so 
badly hooked that it got killed in removing the hook out of the gullet, and the re- 
moval was made by a professional fisherman. It is, however, desirable that anglers, 
when accidentally capturing an unseasonable fish under similar circumstances, 
should report the same to the Secretary of the T.A.P.S., as reports not strictly the 
truth get into circulation, and an investigation has to follow. ltis always very 
much to be regretted when fish such as the Thames trout have to be killed through 
being badly hooked, The Thames anglers can now evidence their appreciation of 
the work done by the Thames Angling Preservation Society by attending the forty- 
ninth anniversary banquet at the Holborn Restaurant on Wednesday, the 30th inst., 
as it is not limited to members of the Society, and the cost of the tickets is only 
seven shillings and sixpence. Mr. James Bigwood, M.P., will preside, and over 
sixty gentlemen, including Members of Parliament and Justices of the Peace, have 
consented to act as Stewards, 





ANGLING RESULTS. 
RicumMonD.—George Platt, in three and a half days, eighteen and a half dozen of 
roach and dace. : 2 
TwWIcKENHAM.—Samuel Cole, in one day, 15lb. of roach and dace. George Coxen, 
in three and a half days, 46lb, Richard Coxen, in two and a half days, 371b., in- 


cluding one roach of 1}1b. andanother of 11b. 1oz., with Mr. Christopher. J, Dobbin, in 

one and a half days, 301b. John Frost (a very appropriate name just now), in two 

dart, iq Richard Moffatt, in two half-days, nine dozen; and F, Wiggins, in two 
ays, n 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, seven dozen of roach and dace. OC. 
Baldwin, in two days, 25lb. of bream. B. Stevens, during the week, 801b. of bream 
and a jack of 3lb, The water in the tideway has been very bad during a portion of 
the past week for fishing, consequently the fishermen have not had such a good time 
of it ; but the water is now down to the summer level again. The bream are well 
on at Teddington. ° 

Kr1nGston.—John Johnson, sen., writes : ‘John Johnson, jun., has been out twice, 
and each time has got about four dozen of roach and dace, and two nice bream a 
good 3lb, each. I have had one half-day—eleven good roach up to 10oz. each, J. 
Wilkes has not been out. There were thirteen hank anglers out on the 13th inst, 
between the One Mile Tree and the railway-bridge, but up to half-past two o'clock 
they had only five or six fish amongst them. The water is now in fine order for 
all-round fishing, I should think the perch and jack ought to feed if anglers would 
only come and try.” A gentleman in a private boat one day got three jack, the 
largest 441b, ; and another gentleman five dozen of fine roach. 

HAMPTON CourT.—William Milbourne says : “ John Smith, in one day, took three 
jack, the largest 5lb ; myself, one-brace of jack ; and Thomas Wheeler, eight dozen 
of roach and dace. There have been some large shows of roach taken off Tagg’s 
Island. The water is in good condition for jack-fishing, and the fish well on the 
feed. Anyone that is fond of jack-fishing should not delay the time in coming.” 

SuUNBURY.—A gentleman in a private boat two chub, weighing 2lb. each, two 
bream, the largest 231b., and a roach of J41b. 

WALTON.—A. Lavey, in one day, three bream ; and a gentleman fishing from the 
bank, three good jack, weighing over 20lb. 

SHEPPERTON.—George Rosewell writes : ‘‘ Major Spanks and Lieut. Giffard, fish- 
ing with me on the 10th, caught two jack, one weighing 16lb. 90z., and the other 
431b., and lost another large one; and Mr. George Palmer, fishing with me on the 
12th, caught another large one weighing 13$lb., and two small ones, I have only 
had three days’ work during the last m nth.” 

Prenton Hoox.—F. Collier, in one day, three jack, the largest 641b. 

STAINES.—John Keene, jun., in five days, twenty-eight dozen of roach, two jack, 
and five chub, HE. Keene, jun., in five days, fifteen dozen of roach. 





UPPER THAMES. 


Very few anglers seem to have visited the river during the past week, and, in con- 
sequence, the reports are very meagre—in fact, not worth record. The Thames is in 
superb condition for any kind of fishing, so roach, perch, chub, and jack should now 
well repay specialists amid the fish enumerated. Thursday night: Thames in the 
very best of angling trims after the late rains. The weeds haye been fairly washed 
away, so spinning for jack may now comfortably be resorted to. Weather fine, 
with northerly winds.—Martow Buzz, Nov. 17. 


Thames (Goring). 


Water in good order for jjack iand perch. Have nothing to report in fishing ; no 
one here, Jack will come on after this frost.--JoHN Rusu, Nov. 17. 


Thames (Tylehurst). 


We really are at last deriving some little recompense for our long wait. Pike, 
perch, chub, and roach have left their native element in goodly numbers this week, 
and every appearance of good sport henceforth. Perch are very fine; jack very in- 
fantile—only one of any note, weight 9}lb.—F RANK GOSDEN, 


, Ancholme (Caistor). | 
Sharp frost has set in, and at the time of writing this report all stagnant pools 


are ice-bound. On Tuesday night we had 12 degrees of frost. Fishing is therefore 
ata standstill. Despite the cold, the waters are in capital condition for pike-fish- 
ing, and where not actually covered with ice should yield a good return. The Hand- 
in-Hand Club at Hull is taking up the stocking withcarp and tench in good earnest, 
and it is hoped that other associations will speedily follow the good example. It is, 
I think, pretty well decided to place 500 small carp and 500 small tench almost at 
once, and, if further subscriptions admit to add a few larger fish and rudd later on . 
—THOMAS Forp, Nov. 17, 
Chichester. 


A marked improvement has taken place in the condition of all waters in this 
district. The decaying weeds have been washed away, and spinning may now be 
indulged in without fouling. As I have often remarked, the Rother at Selham is 
the first water to clear, and at the present time is in grand order, and should repay 
a visit, Chichester Canal has greatly improved : the water has risen twelve inches 
or more, and is now of a good colour. Mr. Jas. Wright has been successful among 
the pike, a fish of 7lb, and a few of lesser weight succumbing to live bait. A few 
roach and bream have been landed, but nothing worth noting. The tidal rivers, 
although much improved, are yet clouded, and the land being so much saturated, a 
shower soon clouds the water. With a few days’ fine weather good sport should be 
had in all districts. The past few mornings frost has been sharp. This Thursday 
evening there is a prospect of a change, with a southerly wind.—GEORGEF.SALTER, 


Derwent (Ambergate). 

The Derwent is now running at its usual autumn height, and clear. Grayling 
appear to rise freely in mid-day at the few flies on ; but bottom-fishing with maggots 
is still the general order, and has been followed in most instances with success, The 
severe frosts have prevented many anglers from turning out—AMBER DUN, 
Novy. 17. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 


The above streams are now clear enough for anything. They have been high 
and coloured for some little time, and since the rain came, unfortunately no fishing 
appears to have been done. The weather is dry, keen, bright, and frosty—just the 
combination necessary to bring on the grayling to surface-feeding. We hear of good 
sport being had with the Olive Dan (Cockwinged shade) on the Blythe, one basket 
of ten brace being taken. This fly is now “on” on the Dove.—FosTpR Bros., 


Ashbourne. 
Eden (Carlisle). 


One of the worst seasons on record for both salmon and trout-fishing closed oa 
Tuesday, the 15th inst, The cause is not far to seek. The long-continued drought 
in the spring and summer nearly dried up all the rivers in the country, and the 
Eden was no exception to the general rule. The autumn salmon, which should have 
ascended the river in September, could not get up for want of water, and a full 
month of the angling season was thus lost. Indeed, had it not been for the extension 
of the rod-fishing till Nov. 15th, there would have been no autumn fishing worth 
speaking of this year. However, after the numerous spates of a fortnight ago, the 
river settled dowa last week, and the season went out with quite a flourish, The 
stretches of water yielding the most sport were, as usual, the Rickerby, Crosby, and 
Warwick Hall preserves, and the last named carried off the palm. In this water, on 
one day (last Friday), fourteen fish were landed by Major Howie and party, weigh- 
ing 252lb., and nine fish on Saturday. It would take up too much space to enumerate 
the individual captures, Suffice it to say that I have heard of seventeen salmon 
being killed on the 10th inst. ; fifty on the 11th; thirty-six on the 12th; seven on 
the 13th ; eighteen on the 14th ; and fifteen on the 15th—in all, 143 in six days. 
No doubt many others were landed. The heaviest fish recorded were : Major Howie, 
one of 301b. ; Mr. Barclay, two, 26lb. and 28lb. ; R. Bone, two, 26lb, and 28lb. ; and 
Mr. Slater, one, 27lb. There are generally several above 301b, killed in the autumn, 
the heaviest last year being 38lb,—S1nVER-GREY, Noy. 17, 
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- Idle (Notts). ri ' 

© Not much has been done on this water during this week, as..the air has been too 
cold for float angling. Since Tuesday the thermometer has scarcely been above 
freezing-point even in the sun. Trolling, however, has been possible in the middle 
of the day, but not attractive. Anglers have been few and far between, and there 


has been nothing worth recording since last note. Water is in good order.—L. 


Ilfracombe. _ 

Sea Fishing.—Some first-class fishing may be had just now. Boats have landed 
some good catches of conger, cod, whiting pout, pollack, and skate. The catches of 
herrings during the past week have been fairly good. Those fishing with rod and line 
from the jetty have caught several codling, pout, and pollack, a few conger being 
caught occasionally. Weather seasonable, with light E, winds,—E, Commr, Nov, 17, 


Lake District. . : 

Thursday night.—The river and streams are again running down, and we are 
experiencing another spell of dry weather, This is deplorable, as the fish cannot 
possibly run, and now thousands are lying in dangerous positions at the foot of all 
obstacles, Owing to the rocky and precipitous nature of the streams in the Lake 
District, the obstacles are obstacles indeed. A great many sea fish are lying in the 
estuaries, and we only want a fresh to send these in thousands to the “ redds,” If 
relief does not come quickly in the shape of rain, most of the fish will spawn in the 
main river gravels, In the Derwent last week Mr. T. Robinson had a beautiful 
fish of 36lb. This morning snow is on the hills, and the ground is hard frozen. In 
Windermere the spawning char are a sight tosee. They are in the sheltered bays on 
the clean gravel in thousands, and their spawning season offers to be a most success- 
ful one,—EPHEMER®, 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


The weather has been very severe for the past two days ; but what I stated in my 
last report respecting the water bas been realised, and it isin splendid condition for 
fishing. Mr. J. Hllis, of Hackney-road, has been here for a couple of days’ fishing ; 
but the water was rather thick the early part of the week. His friend, Mr, Francis, 
has been here also, and although the water was thick they managed to capture in 
one day, eight jack, one or two very good fish, and on the same day a gentleman 
who had known Mr. Ellis from a boy, went for a couple of hours more for bravado 
than otherwise, and after dinner he asked Mr, J. Hllis to weigh his fish, and, much 
to his surprise; he weighed three fish, one 14lb., one 124lb., and the third 
33lb. After a few complimentary words from Mr. J. Hillis, in his 
usual style, I think the three gentlemen spent one of the most 
happy evenings. Iam pleased to say an otter, although not very large, has 
been shot near here. Iam afraid there are more; but I assure you they don’t get 
one of the happiest of times as soon as I hear of one being in the neighbourhood of 
Loddon Bridge ; for they run very choice in their diet—they always try to destroy 
the best fish. I have no doubt in saying, after we get somewhat acclimatised to 
such severe weather as we have at the present time, there will be some good sport. 
Charles Heath, fisherman, was out to-day with Mr. Field. Although they had some 
fine chub, they were not weighed-in, as Mr. Field had to catch the train—aA. C, 
CRITCHFIELD, 
a4 Lune. 

The salmon season is over. It has been totmost anglers very disappointing, 
especially to those who fish the lower parts of the Lune, The fish remained in the 
estuary during the drought, and when a spate came they went right ahead past the 
Caton and Claughton pools up the river beyond Hornby and on to Tebay. The 
lower pools are generally, if not always, the last to be occupied by spawning fish, 
and this season has closed before the tenants of these lower pools have come up from 
the sea to take possession. So whilst anglersin the upper waters have had some fish 
to address or appeal to, the anglers of the lower reaches have had no constituents, 
and so no chance of sport. Mr. Howard Livesey had two salmon, 201b. and IPA, © 
Mr. J. J. Dodds, of Lancaster, hooked and played for some time on Saturday a large 
salmon in the Hartlebeck pool, but lost it through the barb of the hook breaking 
(fly, Silver Doctor) ; Mr. T, Vince, Lancaster, had one salmon, 61b. ; Mr, T, E. Holme, 
Arkholme, had five salmon—Thursday, two, 191b. and 23lb.; Friday, one, 2231b, ; 
Monday, two, 91b. and 831b.. Mr, E. A, Clough, Arkholme, was broken on Friday 
with a big fish, but got a splendid one 25lb, on Saturday. Mr. Kidd, of Tunstall, 
took two salmon on Saturday, 171b. and 18lb.—BLUB AND SILVER. 

ween Leicester, 

Again I have to report unfavourable weather, such that has been ereatly against 
successful angling. After rather more than two days of incessant rain, we are now 
treated to a spell of Arctic weather, which commenced on Tuesday, and had con- 
tinued until a late hour on Thursday night, rendering fishing impracticable, 
except in the brook near the town, where there isa sharp stream. Among the 
more venturesome anglers who have been out this week was Mr, J.J arvis, who 
secured one pike over 4lb., whilst Mr, Rylott’s best lot was four brace of chub, the 
heaviest fish being 341b,, and a number of fine roach, the best of which was Ilb. 60z. 
Mr, Devereux also showed a fine lot of dace from the brook at Aylestone,—ALERT, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are both running into good fishing condition, but few fishermen 
have been out yet ; though good sport is expected with the Grasshopper, as the gray- 
ling are now sporting, The Pinsley is in good order for angling ; but low fishing in 
it quiet.—_GWYNNE, 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Not a more favourable time could be for jack-fishing than at present, although 
the wind is in a bad quarter; but sport has been not so good as anyone might expect, 
but the water isin prime condition and fish feeding very shy. Oa the 15th inst, 
Mr. J. C. Howes landed three nice jack, one 8lb. and the other two 54lb. each ; but 
the remainder of the week has been very quiet, with the exception of a few small 
ones, I hear of some fine roach being taken against the sewer on the 15th, several 
from 1}lb. to 2lb., caught by Mr, H, Bellamy, and a great quantity of smaller ones 
during the week, The frost has set in, and jack ought to be on well now, when, in 
my own experience, I have caught the best fish ; but at present they are not at all 
brisk ; though Iam in hopes they will be very shortly. Spinning bait is the tackle 
used and doing the most good.—H. Rout. 


J Taw (North Devon). fe 
-- Since my last the rivers have been fishable, and salmon-fishermen (rod and line) 
were gladdened to find that three or four days were left to catch some sort of fish to 
wind up this notable Jubilee year, On Saturday the water was high, but some fish 
(salmon) were taken. Monday was better still, and as many as ten fish I have heard 
of come to shore. On Tuesday, the last day of rod and line fishing, was everything 
one would desire, and many, if not all, in the neighbourhood were out ; and it turned 
out very successful, General Stafford, Messrs. Radford, Norris, Addon, Tarr, Dennis, 
Conop, Openshaw, Rev. Wilson, and others each caught fish in these closing days of 
the season; and notwithstanding the tons of fish caught in the nets, there are 
swarms of fish gone up to breed for 1888. I see a case was tried in the magistrates’ 
court to test the validity of net-men continuing to fish on after close time; but the 
magistrates dismissed the case—or in other words, allowed them to fish on through 
the winter.—Rusty GAME. 
Teme (Ludlow). 


The Teme is now in better fishing order, having run nearly clear, Fly-fishing 
has been resumed, but few fish have been caught, There have been some good 
grayling landed with the Grasshopper during the week, some samples of which 
were to be seen on Wednesday at Mr. H. Holt’s, fishmonger. The Ledwyche, Clun, 
Corve, and Ony are all in fair angling order; but few have been on the banks,— 
S, LUDLOW. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The water in this district is now cleared, and has lowered, °Fishing has been 

dull ; the weather being cold, but few anglers have been out,’ There have heen a few 
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out with the Grasshopper, but little sport has been had, The Rea, Kyre, and Led- 
wyche are all clear, but fishing quiet. WORCESTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). ; 

The Trent on Thursday was running at very nearly summer level, and was in 
excellent condition for either pike or chub-fishing. The weather has, however, 
militated considerably against sport during the week. On Tuesday night a very 
severe frost set in, and the severity continued up to the period of the dispatch of 
this report. Most of the back-waters are covered with ise. A few pike have been 
got in the Welford and Clifton reaches by the aid-of the live-bait ; and on Tuesday 
some were brought up from the Stoke district. The days have been too bright for 
successful chubbing, although the water could not possibly be in better trim. ‘Roach 
have shown sport in the neighbourhood of Trent Lock and Sawley, and no bait seems 
to answer so well as kneaded bread, Report has it that a pike of 2441b. has recently 
been killed in Sutton reservoir, near Nottingham.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS.” 


Trent (Gainsborough and District). 


“Not much doing this week, owing to inclement weather, the last two nights being 
severe frosts, The river has risen two or three feet, and is deeply coloured. When 
it begins to subside is the time for the angler to ply his craft, and given milder 
weather, I hope to report some decent bags next week. Two of our piscators were 
out on Monday, which was a favourable day. Their joint bags consisted of a dozen 
fine roach and a small pike, The roach were taken with maggot, and bit very shyly, 
several good ones escaping through being lightly hooked. The same remarks apply 
to pike, which rose freely at the “ Canadian Spinner,” but came short, and declined 
with thanks. The beam nets are having a high old time (“blow ’em!”), catehing 
eels, flounders, burbots, and scale fish galore. The burbots are now in excellent 
condition, and notwithstanding their ugly appearance, are, I am told—for I have 
never eaten them—very delicate food. A roach of 1lb, 0}oz. has been weighed in at 
the headquarters of the Neptune Angling Club._F RANK THORPE, Noy, 17. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Grayling-fishing is now in full swing, and everything in its favour. Mr, Taylor 
had seven nice fish at Arthington last Saturday; and Mr. E. A. Moore the same 
number, weighing 43lb. I was fishing at Hawes on the same day, and killed seven- 
teen fish, weighing 64lb., all with worm; “Sproats” had eleven, weighing 5}lb., 
the day before, with maggot, We had a regular symposium on _the Friday night in 
the private bar at the Crown. Present: Mr. Beck Thompson, Mr. J. Corry, Mr. 
Jimmy Blades, the “great Mathew,” and, last but by no means least, Mr. R, Bowe. 
The piscatorial narratives related all round were something immense,—FRANCIS M. 


WALBRAN, 
Witham. 

Angling has been interfered with to some extent by the frost which set in on 
Monday night, and for the time of year it has been severe. But it is roach-fishers 
chiefly that have found it a nuisance, and except that it has been cold work, trolling 
has been successful. Pike move about freely, and in some parts of the river are 
coming to hand more numerously. Complaints are made of the lower waters towards 
Boston being less productive of these fish than formerly ; but this is to be expected, 
as practically the Boston waters for two seasons now have had no supervision, and 
poachers have performed much as they were inclined. Within the last ten days or 
so there have been some good captures in the Lincoln waters. A local angler one 
day caught nine pike at Brayford last week, the best fish being one of 4lb. 
On another day seven were taken out of the same water, the heaviest 
being 54lb.; and on another day no less than twelve were landed. 
Other pike were taken on the water towards Bardney, and there have 
been a few faken from the Forsdyke. From a pond not far. from 
Lincoln, Mr, Arthur Rennard, of Lincoln, caught a good pike last week scaling 
133lb. With regard to other fish, it may be said, prior to the frost, there were several 
nice takes of roach, &c. Mr. J. Walker, of Lincoln, secured about 201b. of nice roach 
at Bardney, and there were also takes including rudd and dace from the same 
locality. ‘Two or three chub have been landed here and there on the Bracebridge 
water, the best turning 3lb.; and along the Forsdyke nice dishes of roach have 
rewarded the patient angler. One gentleman caught 101b. to 12lb, on the Lincoln 
side of Barton-lane end, The water is now in good condition.—L, 7 


Yare (Norwich). 

That everlasting subject, the weather, is still uppermost in the minds of all our 
Norfolk pike fishermen, and I am happy to say it is greatly improved, Ifthe sort we 
have experienced this last few days will only continue, we may safely look for some 
sport, because it seems to me that pike and men agree that a good cold, frosty 
morning is the time to enjoy oneself, only they do it in different ways—one offers 
food to the hungry jack, and the famished one readily takes the proffered morsel, 
only to find himself a dupe, and then in his turn becomes a fine dish on the table of 


his tempter, But, joking apart, [heard yesterday of a capture of seven pike, weigh-- 


ing in the aggregate upwards of 701b., taken this week in Norfolk waters ; so, if 
the fine, frosty weather continues, we may look forward to have some grand sport 
on our old favourite, “ other sides of Jordan” as it is locally called. During the 
next four months I hope to send many interesting accounts of the capture of the 
freshwater shark, as numbers are waiting our attention.—RoBT, MOLL, 


Yore (Hawes). 

I had a most enjoyable day on Saturday last in watching the leviathan in the 
art of worming for grayling, Mr. F. M. Walbran. Ina few hours he had sevent2en 
fish, weighing 6}1b., and missed a great many. It was really a treat to watch him 
strike fish after fish, He missed hitting very few. One fellow plagued him for 
some time, taking seven worms in succession, but the eighth proved too many for 
him. Had Mr.W. beenhere the previous day, he would have played “old gooseberry” 
with the fish, as the water was in grand trim ; whilst on the day of his visit, had he 
not been wading he would have done very little. Oa the previous day, Sproats (who 
was Mr. Walbran’s fidus Achates) took eleven from the bank weighing 5)lb, He has 
had several very nice dishes lately, as has Mr. Jas. Hesseltine, The fish are not 
right on the maggot yet, nor will be until we havea spell of frost, which I think is 
imminent, as this morning the ground is covered with snow. I think if, Mr. 
Walbran, or for the matter of that, if any.of our Yorkshire worm-fishers were to take 
a journey to the waters reported upon by Messrs. Foster Brothers, they could sur- 
prise the natives. The best worms for the purpose are red brandlings, well scoured 
in white moss. Ifthe water is as clear as gin, or as bright as crystal, Taymallus 
caunot resist the temptation, but, like Peeping Tom, will chance one eye.— 


J. CoRRY. 
ETS 





Tue Nortu-East Coast FisHertEs.—The weather on the north-east coast of 
England during the last week has been wretched, and the deep-sea fishing industry 
considerably retarded. Dense fogs have hugged the coast, rendering it extremely 
dangerous for the fishing fleet to put to sea. Consequently, comparatively few boats 
have left their respective harbours during the week, so that the supply of fish at the 
local wholesale markets has been of a limited description. The kinds of: fish chiefly 
landed during the last few days were cod, ling, haddock, and other round fish. The 
supply of flat fish, such as sole, turbot, ‘halibut, skate, and plaice, has been poor 
indeed, and but for the trawlers there would have been none atall, A few of the 
line-fishing cobles put off at Whitby on Wednesday ; but their takes were small. 
The bodies of the two fishermen who were drowned the other day by the upsetting 
of their coble have not been recovered.—J. J. J. 


A Nice Pixe.—A good-sized pike, which was caught a week or two ago in Pebley 
Ponds, near Harthill, Yorkshire, has been successfully set up by Mr. J. T. Webster, 
and.is now on view at the Museum, Orchard-street, Sheffield. .The fish weighed 
over 201b,, isa well-proportioned one, and measures 423in. long and 193in, girth. It 


_ is the best fish ever taken out of these ponds, and was landed by William Goddard, 
‘ of Masbro, near Rotherham, who had a heavy task in securing it. ~ ce 


—s 
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SCOTCH NOTES, 


DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Rod-fishing in the Annan and Nith closed on Monday, after a 
fair average season, Large numbers tried their luck on the last day, but successes 
worth recording are rare. In the spring a bad start was made, owing to a pheno- 
menal scarcity of fish, many good salmon streams being nearly dry. As the summer 
days passed, big, healthy trout lay almost like packed sardines in the pools, where 
they became an easy prey to the poacher, Autumn had hardly closed before 
anglers had really bright prospects of sport, and.I must say that as the season 
neared its close some excellent baskets were obtained from all parts of the country. 
The Annan has for the most part maintained its high character as a salmon river, 
and hundreds have spent many a happy day upon its banks during 1887. But the 
Nith is sinking in favour ; except {in a few favoured nooks, where liberty to fish 
is difficult to get, nothing but disappointment has attended the efforts of 
strangers unacquainted with the locality. The reason for this to be 
found in the slaughter of salmon below Dumfries, where the river 
is severely netted, and also severely grappled by the poacher, Only the 
other day I was able to inform the readers of the GAZETTE that the pools 
at the Caul had been effectively staked ; but I am assured that these stakes, with 
their “ tenpenny nails,” have been removed by those gentlemen who ply their 
illegal tackle for the sole purpose of gain. There is a strong feeling among anglers 
with regard to this matter, and it is certain some action will have to be taken before 
long, if the gentle art is not to be extinguished by a set of unscrupulous persons, 
who are quite ready to suffer the inconveniences of a few days in gaol occasionally, 
so long as their periods of liberty can be profitably employed. There is some talk 
of another association being started in Dumfries with a view to protect the river ; 
but it would be much better if the proprietors of the upper portions of the Nith 
were to lease the lower portions, and keep the nets off fora season. I hear that 
something like this policy is likely to be adopted. It has produced good results in 
the Esk—why not in the Nith? 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE (Forsinard Hotel).—Encouraged by the success which 
attended his efforts in stocking the lochs in this district, the proprietor of this hotel 
has this year again placed a number of trout on the Cross Loch, now called the 
Jubilee Loch. They were from } to 1tb. trout, and from some of the best lochs in 
the district. In April last Mr. Murray placed Loch Leven yearlings on the same 
loch, Next spring he intends placing a number more on the same loch, and also on 
Loch-en-Ruars, so as to improve the breed of trout. Tne feeding in these lochs is 
Al, and there is no doubt but Loch Leven trout will do well on them. Trout of 
from 11b, to 43lb, were killed on Jubilee Loch last summer, which fact goes to prove 
what can be done in the way of improving the fishing of lochs where there is good 
feeding. 








\ 
CAPTURES OF SALMON IN THE TWEED DURING THE AUTUMN 
OF 1887. 


BY HON. AND REV. ROBT. LIDDELL (now in his 80th year). 


Date. BirGHAM WATER, 
1887. Sept. 19.—Three, 143, 93, Tb. 

»  20.—Four, 63, 6}, 53, dlb. 

» 21 Biaok 
» ~ 23.—Two, 63, dilb. 
», 24.—Three, 163, 10, 8b. 


BirGuamM Dos, 
»  26.—One, &lb. 
»  27.—T wo, 18, 6lb. 
»  29.—One, 61b. 
Oct. sy \ Blank. 
¥ 3.—One, 8lb. 
9 4.—Did not fish. 
+ 5.—Ditto. 
' 6.—Blank. 
m1 7.—Did not fish. 


ieee i No fishing. 


», 12.—Two, 21, 8lb. 

» 13.—Ten, 20, 17, 16, 10, 10, 8, 8, 63, 6, 41b. 

»  14.—Six, 17, 163, 16, 63, 63, 6lb. 

» 15,.—Two, 21, 6lb. 

je te —Pwo, 17, Slb. _ 

»  18.—Ten, 24, 20, 19, 14, 10, 10, 8, 6, 6, 4lb. 

»  19,.—Highteen, 27, 25, 23, 19, 18, 18, 18, 17, 16, 15, 10, 9, 9, 8,8, 7, 
6, dlb. (total weight, 2581b.) 

» 20.—Two, 20, 631b. 

5, 21.—Did not fish. 

»  22.—Hight, 19, 18, 15, 11, 9, 9, 8, 51b. 

» 24.—Four, 19, 16, 10, 4lb. 

9 25.—Two, 13, 8lb. 

»  26.—Hight, 28, 18, 16, 12, 10, 9, 6, 5lb. 

pe 24-—Den, 23, 20;-19, 18, 18, 11, 10,9, 7, 7b. 

»  28.—No fishing. 

5, 29.—Hight, 28, 22, 22, 20, 17, 16, 8, 6lb. 

»  91.—Nine, 24, 21, 20, 19, 18, 8, 8, 7, 6lb. 


SuMMARY OF THE NUMBERS AND WEIGHTS OF FIsH IN NINE DAYs OF OCTOBER, 





Date. Fish. Weight. 
OCCA = OHH we. s tiie wales se Se hee odes Beatles 1052lb. 
sah Pe OLN eres te ee D MMe id aedet ee tabs ee 683,, 
GR LOs Lele meetentcneccececracete ceeccut eons Zee. 
Sr Oi HO NGOCIN IM oe cseipccteccstes tree hee eee 258h);; 
ig ore HUD Ui aemromen rcnacetc ete esaneereresatess 94 ,, 
Site Os ALO NURS apeciennamunamsrectiatswamandy. sees ¢ 104 ,, 
Fee iz LOU sweatin nacinasihe eevee wnt amdsreses 142°; 
OE EEN ae RE UC tie Poti 2s 139 ,, 
» dl.—Nine ....... bate te Sige ciae cata temssone INH 
Total, 9 days.—Highty-seven ............ sonnel LOBay, 


Weather so bad and river so high since last date that Mr. L. has added but a 
few fish to this list. 





AMONGST other papers to appear in Cassell’s Magazine for December, the number 
with which the New Volume is commenced, are, “ How I Spent Christmas in the 
Fatherland”; “The Principles of Pastry-making,’ by a Professional Teacher of 
Cookery ; “How my Head does Ache!” by a Family Doctor ; “Squire Ollifant’s 
Will,” being one of the popular Chronicles of Cardewe Manor, by Lucy Farmer ; 
“National Characteristics,” by the Rev. 8. Baring-Gould, M.A.; “ What is an 
Oratorio?” by Frederick J. Crowest ; “How we Girls Earned our Living,” by E. 
Clarke ; New Music, “ The Gatherer,” &c. A special plate in colour, entitled “ Spell- 
bound,” forms the frontispiece, 


CLUB REPORTS. 





| We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. The 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 





ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Noy. 21, 
at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 
EASTERN DISTRICT VISITING List, No. 2. 
A return visit on the above list was paid to the Crown and Buckland Angling 
Society on Monday, the 14th, and was well attended, twenty-one clubs being repre- 
sented, The next visit on this list will take place at the Hustonian Angling Society. 


—F, THORLING, 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The next committee meeting will take place on Friday evening, November 25, 
at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. : 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 13th inst. the members of the above society fished a roving match for six 
prizes, with the following result : 1st, A. Frost, with 5lb. 1loz. of roach; 2nd, D. 
Dodson, 4lb, ; 3rd, W. Davison, 3lb. 90z.; 4th, J. Sherval; 5th, T. Downing; and 
6th, H, Gillespie.—A, Conn, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 18th, Mr. J. Smith presiding, supported by Mr. 8. Bryan, the usual 
business routine was satisfactorily concluded. The members will fish a roving 
match for prizes on the 20th inst, go where they like, and use two rods. Members 
not at last meeting please take note of this, and weigh-in for the prizes in the even- 
ing. Our trays were well filled on the 13th inst., Mr. J. Smith having 301b. 4}oz. of 
roach from the Thames; Messrs, A. J, and H. C, Bryant, and G, Salisbury, 31b. 5foz., 
2lb. 120z., and 31b, 330z. respectively, of roach and dace from the Thames; Mr. H. 
Bryan, 4lb. 10$0z, of roach from the Lea; and Mr, W. Robbins, roach.—J. Drp- 
LIDGE, hon, sec. 

BRISTOL CENTRAL ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

A special meeting of this association was held at the Drawbridge Hotel, Bristol 
on Friday evening last, when Mr. R. D. Frost presided over a good attendance. The 
report of the Birmingham Conference on the 29th ult. was read, and met with 
unanimous approval, great satisfaction being expressed at the election of Mr. J. W. 
Cundall, as one of the vice-presidents of the Provincial Angling Association. On 
the motion of Mr, J. A. Jones, seconded by Mr. Hill, a vote of thanks to Messrs, 
Cundalland Frost, for their attendance at Birmingham, was carried by acclamation, 
and subsequently, on the proposal of Mr. L. Wride, seconded by Mr. Inch, they 
were unanimously elected as the representatives for Bristol on the Provincial Asso- 
ciation, 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, Nov. 16, Mr. R. Atchison presiding, The minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. Three prizes, completing the third series, will be fished for 
on the 20th inst., at Sunbury Lock ; conditions as hitherto, An animated discus- 
sion, reviewing the season up till now, as regards the society, piscatorial and other- 
wise, was fully entered into by the members present. It was unanimously agreed 
that although the takes of fish were hardly up to the mark, the society was in a 
flourishing condition. Noy. 13, Mr. R. Atchison in the chair, who contributed two 
nice roach to the gross weight.— JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Several of our members have been out lately, two weighing fish—Mr. J. Hands, 
roach and dace ; Mr, C. Hands, dace. All members are requested to attend next 
Wednesday ; important business on the books.—C, H. 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

A match by members of the above will take place, for four prizes, including Mr. 
Allingham, our worthy host’s, prize, on the 20th inst., from Rye House Bridge to 
Stanstead Lock, all fish to weigh; start in the morning; one rod only ; fish to be 
weighed-in at the club-house not later than 10 p.m.—A. CLARK, Noy. 17. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 13th inst., when the following weighed- 
in some good fish :—Mr, Pilgrim, jack; Mr, Allen, dace; Mr. Barrett, bream; Mr. 
Langton, roach ; Mr. Wilkins, roach ; and Mr. Caswell, roach. The case of birds and 
fish won by Mr, Wilkins are now on view, and can be seen at the bar of the club- 
house fora few days only—H. PALMER, sec. 

EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our shows of fish are fair this week. Mr. Bartlett, some nice roach ; Mr, Jones 
roach and dace. Our return visit wasa fair success ; in defiance of the fog we had 
a fair number of visitors. The following clubs were represented :—Good Intent, 
National, Original Alexandra, Stepney, Sociable Brothers, South Hackney, and the 
City of London, We spent a very pleasant evening,—W. BARTLETT, hon, sec, 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM), 

The committee have made arrangements for the inaugural dinner, smoking con- 
cert, with distribution of prizes, to take place at the society’s rooms on Wednesday, 
the 7th December. It is earnestly desired that all our members will be present on 
his occasion, and will notify the same to the hon. sec, at an early date, Tickets, 
4s, each. Mr Frith’s prize for jack will be competed for on 20th and 21st inst.— 
E, T, ELDER., hon, sec. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members had fish on the 13th inst.—viz., Mr. Henrie, roach, 111b. ; 
Mr, Bowring, one chub, 41b., and 41b. O}oz. roach ; Mr. Lumby, roach, 51b,; Mr. A. 
Crow, roach and dace, 4lb. loz. ; Mr. Green, roach, 1lb. 230z.; Mr. de Perran, roach 
and gudgeon ; Mr, Hllins, roach ; en1 Mr. Trowbridge, roach.—C. B. L., Nov, 16, 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above was held on Friday, the 11th inst., at the 
One Tun, Mr. Stageman presided. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
confirmed, general business transacted, and membership increased, Although several 
of our members fished at Redhill on the 13th, their lines did not fall—to them—in 
pleasant places, consequently nothing to report. Members are urged to attend sharp 
next Friday, Visits from other clubs will be welcomed and returned.—W. H. 
JOHNSON, sec, 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

The meeting on Tuesday last was presided over by Mr. Anderson. The minutes 
of the previous meeting having been confirmed, a report was received from the 
deputation appointed to visit and investigate a particular fishing water in Surrey ; 
further business connected with proposed renting of water was transacted, the 
meeting nominating Messrs, Anderson, Bartlett, Bentley, Parker, and Taylor as the 
society's representatives to inspect certain eligible waters which the society proposes 
to rent. Notice was given that on the first Tuesday in December (6th) there will 
bea paper, together with a discussion, “On the Pollution of our Rivers” ; also, 
that on the following Tuesday (Dec. 13th), there will be a smoking concert.—B. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On November 6th there was a splendid show of roach brought in by the following 
members: Messrs, Barrington, Parker, Hewett, Haines, Archer, Murphy, Ormes, 
Bonnick, Hackett, Wheeler, Maybury, Levine, Elam, Gadbury, J. Sollomon, &c. 
On the 13th 59 members fished for twelve prizes at Cheshunt, and glad to say they 
were all taken by the following, in rotation: Messrs. Hackett, Jaggard, Huggett, 
Mathews, Devon, Gadbury, D. Sims, Potter, Haines, Sampson, J. Sollomon, and 
Hewett. On the 15th there was a large autendance of members, when it was decided 
to fish for our Christmas prizes on December 4th at Broxbourne, this competition 
being open to all financial members, both honorary and working. We may expect 
a large gathering, as the club numbers 120 members. Each member that competes 
to pay 1s. to make up extra prizes, and the club voted £5. The auditors brought up 
their report and balance-sheet, which was received with a deal of satisfaction, 
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showing the financial position of £119 4s, 8d. Three propositions received, two new 
members enrolled.—R. MURPHY. 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Some of our members were out for a pegged-down match to-day ; but only two 
prizes were won : Ist prize, Mr. W. Fish. roach ; 2nd prize, Mr. B. Jones, roach. 
Other members who weighed-in were Mr. C. Layton, roach and dace ; Mr, R. Ford, 
roach.—W. H, PENNER, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a few fish on the trays on the 13th. Mr. F. Gardner and Mr. A. Hattemore 
had roach; Mr. H. Steadman, chub from the Lea. We intend fishing for our 
Christmas prizes on December 11th. The following have stirted for the list :— 
Messrs. T. Tyler, G. H. Wood, W. High, A. Hattemore. Messrs. H. Da Costa, 
R. Ghurney, Rowe, Knight, and G. Wetherall (treasurer) will give prizes to be 
named hereafter, Those members who wish to add to the list will oblige by sending 
in their names as early as possible. There is a vacancy for a few members 
to join this old-established society. Meeting nights are Thursday and Sunday.— 


R. GHURNEY. 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly distribution of special prizes will take place on Wednesday, the 
30th inst., on which occasion the members will indulge in a leg of mutton supper, 
Those members who intend being present at the supper will greatly oblige by send- 
ing in their names to the secretary as early as possible. Mr. A. Bass had 141b, 10302. 
of grand “roach” on the 13th; Mr. J. Wackett had 3lb. 100z of roach on the 
16th inst. ; he also had two beautiful chub on the same day. Mr. G, Riches’ prize 
is still open.—H, B, 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next ordinary meeting will take place on Monday evening, Nov. 21st. 

to be taken at 7.30 p.m.—C. H, KENNETT, hon. sec. 
LEEDS GOLDEN FLEECE ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The first annual dinner of this young but flourishing association was held on 
Thursday evening, Nov, 10, at the Golden Fleece Inn, High-street, Leeds. A very 
substantial dinner was provided by Mr. and Mrs. C. Parfet Parkinson, to which 
ample justice was done by thirty members, after which, the chair being taken by 
Mr. T. Hunter, supported in the vice-chair by Mr. B, Davis, the usual loyal toasts of 
“The Queen,” “The Prince of Wales,” &c., were drunk with great cordiality. After 
the toasts had been disposed of, in responding to “Success to the Golden Fleece 
Angling Association,” the chairman spoke at length on the great progress made by 
the association during its first year of existence, a success which was attributable to 
the manner in which every member had interested himself in pushing forward the 
association, and he reminded his hearers that with the same unanimity of purpose 
it was quite possible to make it one of the best working men’s associations in Leeds. 
“The Health of the Host and Hostess,” very ably proposed by Mr. F. Leah, and 
seconded by Mr. W. Grange, was next drunk with much enthusiasm, because a great 
deal of the success of the meeting was due to Mr. OC. P. Parkinson, to which he 
suitably responded. The remainder of the evening was spent in a very enjoyable 
manner, songs being contributed by Messrs. W. Wright, T. Worrell, T. Leckenby, G. 
Weekly, W. Beverley, E. Riding, and others, closing with singing “God save the 


Queen,” 
LEALHOLM AND DANBY FISHING CLUB. 

The general annual meeting of this club was held at the Board Inn on Friday, 
the 11th inst. Mr. T. H. Raw was in the chair, The secretary read the annual 
report of the club, which was highly satisfactory, and unanimously adopted. 
Through the increase of the number of members and the continued support of 
friends, the club has a good balance in hand, and it was unanimously agreed that 
young trout be purchased with the amount, with the view of improving the stream 
and enhancing the sport. These in the past have been good, especially considering 
the difficulties the club have had put in their way by parties engaging and attempt- 
ing to engage portions of the stream for private purposes, which had previously 
been freely lent to the club. Hopes were expressed that the club would continue 
to enjoy these privileges. It was unanimously resolved that the secretary write to 
all gentlemen thanking them for the privileges so kindly given to the club in allow- 
ing the members the use of their lands and water, and asking that the same kind- 
ness be continued. After a vote of thanks to the chairman and secretary, the 
meeting terminated. 


Chair 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, when the minutes of 
previous meeting were read and confirmed, and as there was no business to dispose 
of, the remainder of the evening was passed in harmony, Messrs. H. Magill, C. S. 
Blackman, A. May, &c., contributing to same ; whilst Mr. J. W. Dyer accompanied at 
the piano. We were pleased to receive a visit from Mr. Rose, secretary of the 
Highbury Angling Club. Our shows of fish during the week have been exceptionally 
amall, the only one being a few roach from the Thames by Mr. W. Gillies. Members 
are requested to attend early next meeting night, when the balance-sheet of last 
ere will be brought forward, and prize list for remainder of season arranged, — 
ART. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 10th inst, Mz. Underwood, jun., weighed-in roach, Oa the 13th, Mr. 
Underwood, sen., roach, and Messrs. Dunning and Greenwood, roach. Oa Taoursday 
next, the 24th inst., our forty-first half-yearly dinner will take place at the club- 
house. After the removal of the cloth, we shall be pleased to see any of our brother 
anglers who can visit us —M. GREENWOOD, s¢c. 

3 ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a very good muster of members on the 13th inst. at Chelmsford, to take 
part in the competition for several prizes ; but there was very little sport obtained, 
only two of the prizes being won, The outing will be contirved on the 20th inst,— 
¥. H. FREWIN, sec. 

READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

A largely-attended smoking concert in connection with this as:ociation was held 
on Monday evening at the headquarters, the Great Western Hotel. The chair was 
filled by Mr. Henry Greed, vice-president (in the unavoidable absence of Mr. James 
Simonds, president), and the company numbered between seventy and eighty. 
Admirable s ones and recitations were given by the following, a very enjoyable 
evening being apent : —- Messrs. W. G. Millar, B. Richards, W. Hickie. Moss, W. G. 
Flanagan, Richardson, Stransom, jun., R. H. Bradley, H. E. Cottrell, H. 8S. Barrett, 
T. Cook, Giles Ayres, W. Bonny, P. Le Couteur, P. H. Kettley, C. Hobbs, G, Small- 
wood, &c. During the evening the chairman expressed the sympathy of the members: 
of the association and the townsmen generally with the president in his family 
bereavement ; and the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to Mr. Creed and the 
hearty singing of the National Anthem, followed by loyal cheers for the Queen and 
the Prince of Wales. ‘ 

bs RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

i The members of the above mat on the 16th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, #.C., Mr. T. Colombo in the chair. Owing to the absence of the 
secretary, Mr. Wildey acted pro tem. Since my last report, Messrs. Lidd, Sharpless, 
Gregory, and Wildey have added to the gross weight, although sport is not mp to 
the average.—CHARLES PIGGOTT, sec. au * 

‘ RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 13th inst., H. Haines, 52lb. of roach ; J. Smith, Slb. of reach ; T. Hill, 
dace ; F, E. Selth, roach ; R. Selth, gudgeon ; T. Line, roach, dace, aud gudgeon ; e.. 
fea roach; and J. Wigley, roach, Roach competition, Thames bank only;. 
gmrede Sad oy 32 up to date:—First, I, Wigley; second, T. Hill; third, FP. ii. 

: ; SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIGTY. 

The third monthly smoking concert, in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society 
will be held at the society's club-room on Thursday next, the 24th inst., and as these 
concerts are promoted for etch a good cause, we trust anglers and friends will 
pay us a visit, ami maks this, oar third concert, as successfal as the pre- 
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vious ores have been. Chair 8.30, by Mr. S. Malby, secretary Dalston Angling 
Society, faced by Mr.T. Jemmett. Although a good muster of members were out on 
the 13th inst., the majority failel to entice the fish from their native element, only 
two weighing-in —viz., Mr. O. Lloyd (roach) and Mr. Coxhead (roach and perch).— 


We S.alls 
ROCHDALE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


This association, formed in the early part of the year for the purpose of fishing’ 
and stocking the Corporation reservoirs, held its first annual dinner at the Wel- 
lington Hotel on Friday evening, Nov. llth. Thirty-two members and friends sat 
down to a capital repast, served by Mr. Butterworth. At the close of the dinner the 
President, Mr. Clement M. Royds, propounded the usual loyal toasts, after which 
Mr. Robert Godby proposed “ The Association,” alluding particularly to the excel- 
lent service which had been rendered to it both in the formation and subsequent 
management by the secretary and treasurer, Mr. James Broadbent, Mr. Broad- 
bent, in his reply, gave some interesting particulars respecting the association and 
the stocking of the reservoirs of the Corporation with young trout during the 
spring. The ex-Mayor, Mr. J. R. Heaps, in responding for the town of Rochdale, 
caused a good deal of merriment in a speech that was replete with humour 
by his professions of bewilderment in reviewing the varied qualities 
which go to constitute “The Complete Angler.” Mr. Abraham Brierley, 
in responding for the trade of Rochdale, ingeniously linked his sub- 
ject with the occasion by suggesting that it augured well for the trade 
of the town when a body of men could be found who could devote such a great 
amount of enthusiasm and perseverance to the capture of so small an amount of fish. 
Other toasts followed, and the remainder of the evening was most pleasantly 
occupied with songs by the members and their friends. The association consists of 
forty members, and by arrangement made with the Rochdale Walton Society (a very 
old angling society) thirty of its members have the privilege of fishing in the 
waters of the association. The reservoirs have been liberally stocked with yearling 
fish of the Levenensis breed, and with the existing indigenous stock of the fariv, 
there is every prospect of a successful career for the association. A song by Mr, 
Godby, one of the members, written for the occasion, was heartily enjoyed, the local 
references in it being highly appreciated by the anglers present. We print it below 
for the benefit of your readers. N.B.—Spring Mill Dam is the name of one of the 
Corporation Reservoirs. 


THE LAY OF THE GREAT TROUT OF SPRING-MILL DAM. 
Air: “Polly Perkins.” 
I 


I’m a merry spotted trout, sirs—that’s just what Tam, 

And the place of my residence is in Spring Mill Dam ; 

In length I’m thirty inches, and in weight, I'll be bound, 

If you could only catch and scale me, you'd find I’m ten pound. 


Chorus—Whether Fario, or Fontinal, or Ferox Tam, 
The very cussedest great trout, sirs, that swims in yon dam, 


186 
When you anglers come a-angling and casting your flies, 
Do you think I’m such a nincompoop as to give you arise? 
No! Ismile at all your artifice as around you IT sail, 
And my body fairly wags with laughter from my head to my tail. 


Ill. 
Last spring, sirs, I can tell you, you gave me a treat, 
For those pretty Leven yearlings were prime stuff to eat ; 
In flavour most remarkable, most juicy, most rare— 
You may keep your little Tommy Loaches if you'll give me suck fare. 


LYE 
One day there came a bobby, all dressed in plain clothes, 
And he cast a lovely “ March Brown” just an inch off my nose ; 
But I spotted this old officer, aud I said, with a grin, 


“ Pray, do you imagine, Mr. Constable, you're a-goin’ to rum me in 2” 


Sometimes when I perceive that the gut’s extra fine, 
I hook myself, in. pastime, at the end of your line ; 
‘And I turn, and twist, and twirl about, till I find you are broke, 
Then I vanish gaily to the bottom, convulsed at my joke. 
VI. 
I see you've made a brook, sirs, but on this you may depend, 
That this child ain't a-going for that brook to ascend ; 
I hope you'll breed a multitude in the sweet by-and-by, 
For, if there 1s a thing I dote on ‘bis a dish of young fry. 
VIL 
When angling for me, sirs, how true holds that rule, ~ 
That the bait is at my end, and at your end the fool ! 


But should you ever fairly hook and land me, my friends, 
Then, in death, Illown the soft impeachment that the fool has changed ends. 


SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A committee meeting took place on Wednesday last, when the arrangements for 
the competition in aid of the A.B.S. were further advanced, and a preliminary list 
of prizes contributed by the following gentlemen :—Messrs. Pocock, Wilson, Taylor, 
Martin, Parker, Carter, Hilis (Sundial Angling Society), G. Evans, Elwards, Hawkins, 
Lines, Thompson, Steveas, Pink (Westbourne Park Piscatorials), Hammersmith 
United Angling Society, Messrs. Walford, Osborne, Mayres (Queen’s Angling 
Sosiety), Cobden Angling Society, Prince Arthur Piscatorials, Marylebone Angling 
Society, and several more promised.—B. WIusoN, hon. sec. 


ST. HELEN’S ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of this club, which comprises over a huadred members, was 
held on Wednesday evening, the 9th inst., in the Cotham Arms Hotel, De. Garton 
presiding. Mr. H. Seton Karr, M.P., was re-elected president for the ensuing year ; 
Mr. R. Darie was appointed chairman in suecession to Mr, C. H. Tinker; Mr. R, GC. 
Brook was unanimously voted to the vice-chair ; and Mr. A, McKee and Mr. R. W. 
Whitaker were re-elected treasurer and secretary respectively. ‘The committee was 
augmented to ten members—Messrs. W. Webster, T. Houlton, AE. Tickle, &. 
Goldsmith, C. Richardson, W. West, R. Wilson, R. West, J. McComas, and C, Dadge. 
The financial statement showed that the inegome during the year amounted to 
£46 18s. 6d., and that after defraying the numerous liabilities. incidental to new 
undertakings there remained in hand a fairly substantial balance. The distribution 
of prizes to the successful members took plage on Taursday evening. For the 
heaviestaggregate catch daring the s2asa, to waigh-in one day ouly in each week : 
Ist prize, presented by the late chairman, to be won twice in succession or three 
times in all, has been woa by Mr. T. Houlton, with 771b. 1240z.; 2a4 priz>, Mr. 
R. W. Whitaker, 691b. lloz.; 3rd prize, Mr. T. Sefton, 451b. 60z.; 4th prize, Mr. WwW 
Jones, 25lb. 130z, Heaviest catch of roich and dace over 30z. : a priz? given by Mr, 
Durie, has also been won by Mr. T, Houlton, with 771b. Shoz.; Me. R. W. Whitaker 
second with 69lb. 10}0z, The two prizes givea by Mr. R. G. Beookx for the heaviest 
pike and trout have been won by Mr. C, Honiton and Me. W. Webster respectively, 
the latter with a splendid trout weighing 5lb. 5$0z.—R. W. W. WHITAKER, 
hon, sec. 

i ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first anniversary dinner.of the above society will take place at Host Heara's, 
Prince of Wales, St. George’s-road, S.E, on Thursday, Nov. 24. Ishall be glat 
a few of our friends 0a this occasion, Tickets 23. 61.; which can be obtained 
ag,, or at the club-house, The priz2s of the fourth series can now be fished 
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off as an open match. The date of our visit A. A. shall be given in next report sent 
by—Tuirsty TIDDLER. 


SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Nov. 13: Small, but very select meeting, Nov. 15: Mr, Gillson weighed-in 

roach, perch, and dace—about 8lb.—PELICAN, 
UXBRIDGE ROVERS. 

In consequence of the dense fog which prevailed here on Wednesday, there was a 
very poor muster at our weekly meeting. The only thing worth recording was four 
jack, taken spinning on the 13th inst,, scaling, 101b. 5oz., largest fish, 231b., from the 
Colne, by H, and J, E. Payne.—H. P,, hon. sec. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS., 

Mr, Hibble presided at a poorly attended meeting on the 17th inst. The compe- 
tion on the 20th inst. will be an open one, usual conditions, Further subscriptions 
have been received from the Marlborough and Waggoners’ Angling Societies 
towards the Archibald Reed Fund, and we have decided to close the list on Nov. 24, 
so that all clubs desirous of subscribing to this praiseworthy object will oblige by 
doing so at once, and I shall be thankful to acknowledge the same. The societies 
that have already subscribed are the Larkhall, Good Intent, Mariborough, Wag- 
goners, Battersea Friendly, and Brunswick Piscatorials, Mr. Haines again exhi- 
pie a nice show of roach from the Lea, thus saving us a blank—MILuER's 

HUMB, 
WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 9th inst. Mr. Newbury weighed-in dace and chub, 3lb. ; Mr. Sloper, roach 


‘and chub, 3lb. 130z. In the competition at Laleham, on the 13th, only two prizes 


were taken, Mr. Church being first, and Mr. Dartnall second. The third prize will 
be left for the heaviest take on the 20th inst., go where you please. Mr. Sloper also 
weigted-in some nice roach, 15lb, 150z. ; and Mr. Newbury, roach, 3lb. 240z., anda 
bream, 2lb. 13430z.—total, 6l1b.—W. W. A. 


WALHAM GREEN AND FULHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We held our usual weekly meeting at the clubroom, 44, Melmoth-place, Walham- 
green, on Thursday, the 10th inst., Mr. Dixon presiding. The minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting were read and confirmed, and general business transacted. It was 
then proposed and carried that the members should fish a match at Staines on Dec. 4 
for two or more prizes. Several of our members weighed-in on the 13th inst.—E, 
SUTCHALL, sec, 








FISHING v. RIVERS’ POLLUTION ACT. 


THE creation of an Act of Parliament without the appointment of 
some authority to carry out such Act is simply an abortion and 
waste of time. To show the value of the “Rivers Pollution Act,” 
and the shameless manner in which it is treated by the authorities 
under the “ Public Health Act,” it is only necessary to examine 
the rivers and water-courses in the immediate neighbourhood of any 
large town or manufacturing village. 

We will take the river Soar as an example. Some twenty-five years ago a 
good basket of fish—pike, perch, roach, and chub—might be taken in a day’s fair 
angling. The writer has taken pike up to 10lb. weight each, perch up to 2Ib., 
and roach frequently over 1lb. in weight from the Soar, between Leicester and 
Narborough ; but now, if a pike 3lb_ to 4lb. is taken, it is considered a good 
fish—but this is not of frequent occurrence. Now what is the reason of this 
sad falling off ina river that was once noted for its fishery and its breeding 
capabilities, and whose limpid stream a mile or two above Narborough, or nine 
miles from Leicester, produces trout 2lb. and 3ib. each ? 

The secret is soon found out, especially if members of the angling society (to 
which I belonged for years) or anyone interested would only trouble themselves 
to ascertain. Starting froma few yards above Narborough Railway Station, we 
find on the railway side of the river the mouth of a culvert, “silently,” but rot 
‘*sweetly,” pouring out a quantity of sewage the thickness of “ pea-soup ” and 
the colour of soapsuds, with a stench like—well, what ?—at any rate, nauseous. 
This is the drainage from the village of Narborough. About eighty yards below 
this on the opposite side comes the drainage from the village of Littlethorpe, 
which is about the same colour, but stinks worse. Surely these two will more 
than satisfy the fish for a mile or two, especially as the weather has been for the 
last three months (a friend of mine was fishing a few days ago about half a mile 
from this point, and saw seven or eight dead perch in the river). The next re- 
fresher comes from the large village of Blaby ; the sewage from this place runs 
down an open ditch 6ft. wide by the Turnpike-road for some 200 yards, and the 
stench has been, and is, so intolerable that foot passengers to and from Blaby 
Station have been obliged to walk on the opposite side’of the road, and hold hand- 
This open sewer empties itself into a tributary a short 
distance from the Soar. 

We go on a mile or two farther, and come to Aylestone ; here an open sewer 
which runs down the old village street empties itself into the Soar close by the 
Parson’s Bridge (not his nose) without the least compunction. The new, and by 
far the larger, portion of Aylestone, sends its sewage partly by the Saffron-lane 
brook, and partly by asewer beneath the Turnpike-road. The outlet of this sewer 
into the brook became such a nuisance that the sanitary authority surreptitiously 
and in the night laid a pipe beneath the water-course and delivered their sewage 
into a neighbour’s culvert some distance below the mouth of it, so that it could 
not be seen. This culvert was laid by the Leicester Corporation to take flood 
water only, and delivers into the river. 

Then we come to the Leicester New Gasworks on one side the river and St. 
Mary’s Mills on the other. The stench from the Gasworks one can smell on 
London-road, over a mile off, when the wind is 8.W., and it blows over a most 
valuable estate belonging to the town, and has reduced its value, in my opinion, 
fully one half. A backwater between the Gasworks and the Soar, once full of 
fish, is now astinking open sewer ; this, with the Aylestone pollution, is delivered 
into the river near the viaduct of the Leicester and Burton Railway. My dog 
jumped into this backwater a few days ago after a rat, and the stench from the 
disturbance of the water was so intolerable that I was obliged to run away. The 
drainage also from St. Mary’s Indiarubber Mills runs into the Soar opposite the 
Gasworks, as does also that from several dye works between Aylestone and the 
town of Leicester. These produce those beautiful aniline colours, and are seen 
in the scum that floats on the water. The consequence of all this is that the 
river Soar between Narborough and Leicester is fast becoming a stinking open 
sewer, and will in a few years’ time, unless there is an alteration, become as bad 
as it is ab Belgrave on the lower side of the town, which is notorious. 

Going farther on below Leicester, the poor old river, (suitable name Sore) gets 
supplies of a similar character from most of the villages it passes ; but worst of 
all is that Augean sewer, “ wide and open,” which delivers the Loughborough 
contribution direct into the river and makes it stink for half a mile. 

I need scarcely say that all this filth, causing disease and death to fish and 
fishermen, flows at last into the Trent in a diluted form. 

Now the question naturally arises, What is the good of the “ Rivers Pollution 
Act” when the authorities under the “ Public Health Act” ignore it altogether ? 


_ What is the good of river {conservators and angling societies, and of stocking 
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a river with trout and other fish, when such abominable filth is continually poured 
into the stream ? 
_ Then, who is to force the carrying out of the Rivers Pollution Act? If it 
is not taken in hand soon, the Leicester and all other angling societies between 
Narborough and Trent may as well close, and, as stated at the commencement of 
this article, the Act is useless without officers specially appointed to see that it is 
properly carried out. 
Another question crops up—Could not all this filth be appropriated at a small 
expense to the use and benefit of the farmers on their land alongside the river ? 
{tseems to me that, by the formation of a large tank here and there where 
required, the overflow, after passing through a filter bed, might ran into 
the river, and would do comparatively very little injury, the deposit and 
liquid manure being spread on the land, if it is not too much trouble. 
Jas. Frank Swuirn. 





LAUNCH OF THE FISHERY BOARD YACHT. 


Tue steam yacht Cruiser, which has been built to the order of the ;Dee 
and Don Fishery Board, for the protection of the salmon fisheries at Aber- 
deen, was launched from the building-yard of Messrs. Hall, Russell, and 
Company. The vessel is 46ft. in length, 9£t. Gin. in breadth, and 5ft. 3in. in 
depth. She will be fitted with compound surface condensing engines of nine 
nominal horse-power, with large steel boilers, and all modern improvements 
specially adapted for the purpose for which she is intended. The vessel is built 
of larch, pine, and American and English elm. The launch has been constructed 
specially for the purpose of preventing poaching in the bay, and it is expected 
that, with the aid of this new and powerful steamer, the fishery officers will be 
able to successfully cope ; with and put down the illegal practice which is at 
present so common around the Aberdeen coast. The launch after being floated 
out of the yard was towed into the dock, where her outfit will be completed 
prior to entering upen the service of the Board.—A berdeen Journal. 

The extensive illegal netting of spring and autumn salmon carried on at night 
at the mouth of the Dee and the Bay of Nigg by fishermen who are preachers 
of the Gospel, and “know not what poaching means,” has necessitated the 
building of the above-mentioned small steam launch. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Pour DirEv, Erc.—Many thanks; but we published another version of the same 
story about eight or nine years ago. 


F, Crorts (46, Sussex-street, Nottingham).—We cannot tell you who makes gimp- 
making machines ; Mr. George Kenning, of 1, 2, 3, and 4, Little Britain, London 
is a large wholesale gimp manufacturer. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, BH, Pritt, 





[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents, | 


THE PRESENTATION TO CAPT. H. W. ETHERIDGE. 

Sik,—Some time ago you kindly printed a letter from me requesting subscriptions 
to a testimonial in recognition of Capt. Etheridge’s twenty years’ arduous and always 
satisfactory services as superintendent of the Upper Thames under the Conservancy 
Board. 

I shall be greatly obligedif you will now give publicity to the following first list of 
subscribers, and also allow me to ask, through your columns, that others wishing to 
subscribe will kindly do so at their early convenience, that the list may be closed. 
May I add that I would have personally communicated with all the London clubs 
but for the reason that Ido not know which of them fish the Thames? I hope, 
however, that all those clubs whose members regularly “wet a line” in the upper 
river will take this as a direct request, and show their appreciation of the improved 
sport they have enjoyed under their friend Captain Htheridge’s regim2 by contri- 
buting something, however little. 

It is proposed that the testimonial shall take the form of a purse of money and 
an illuminated address bearing the names of all the subscribers,—I am, &c., 

ARTHUR C, BUTLER, : 
Vice-President Reading Angling Association, and Hon, Secretary Etheridge 
Testimonial Fund, 

40, Baker-street, Reading. 

P.S.—AII further subscriptions received will also be acknowledged in the news- 
papers. 





First List of SUBSCRIPTIONS. 





Allen, Mr. Robt., Windsor...... £010 0 | Palmer, Alfred, Hsq., Reading £1 0 0 
Bona, Mr. A. G., Caversham... 010 6} Philbrick, C., Esq., Reading... 1 1 OU 
Bonny, Mr, W., Reading ...... 1 1 0] Philbrick,George,Esq.,.Reading 1 1 0 
Borgnis, P., Esq., Marlow ..... 5 56 O| Pollington, the Hon. the 
Butler, Mr. Arthur C. ........ = s0010. 6 Viscount, Maidenhead ..... yeoar) wal 
Brown, Mr. F., Reading......... 0 5 0} Reading and District Angling 
Creed, H., Esq., Reading ...... OR FO. 6 ASSOCIA GION ixcsann vemdestse, on ace 5 5 0 
Cowslade, W.W., Hsq., Reading 010 0 |} Reading Rowing Club 
Ore, G2 NGWDUEY. siacssisporacas 0 6 0 (TOM Ors eer vecns sca seeegnen soc ein 0, 
Goodwin, G., Esq., Tilehurst... 0 10 6 | Reeve,W.D’Arcy,Esq.,Basildon 1 1 0 
Goodman, Mr, O, H., Eton 1 1 0} Sharp, T. B., Esq. Cookham... 1 1 O 
Gold, Henry, Esq., Cookham... 2 2 0 | Shoolbred.F.,Esq.,Pangbourne 5 5 0 
George, Mrs., Reading ......... 010 6] Simonds,H.J.,Hsq.,Caversham 1 1 0 
Goolden, Miss, Cookham ...... 5 0 0 | Simonds, Jas., Esq., Reading... 1 1 0 
Hurley, Mr. A., Reading ...... 010 6 | Simonds, Messrs. H. and G.,, 
Hammersley, C., Esq., Maiden- eGadINO. -etteacnca teste tassceee I eie0 
Head ~ scsseace eis datcccanstoneeeeves 5 0 O | Stovell, Major, Mapledurham. 010 6 
Long, George, Esq. ............... 010 64] Thurlow, J., Esq., High 
Murdoch, U. T., Esq., M.P., WyCombe: deve -essaseraceectnast: ile emt) 
Buck Rursbietesess cuss ceeetens 1 1 0| Wesley,T.H.,Esq.,Maidenhead 2 2 0 
Noble, John, Esq., Henley...... 2 2) 0. | Wilder, Fy, Hsq.,, Porley...nasa.3 TOO 
Oxford Angling Association... 1 1 0 | Wescotts,T. M., Esq. (Mayor of 
Palmer, George, H:q., Reading 3 3 0 Wokingham \irccarettantss-sace 1g) Van 





NETTING AT RINGWOOD, ; 

Srr,—I am glad that “Spinner” kas drawn your attention to this matter. “ It 
seems incredible that the anglers of Ringwood should be so apathetic about their 
interests, as they could have stopped this netting years ago if they had but put their 
shoulders to the wheel. } 

It is simply monstrous that one man should be allowed (without any 
payment whatever) to drag his nets through the only piece or free water 
in the neighbourhood, and denude it of fish, and that, too, in the 
open light of day. What is still more astonishing t2 me is that the 
Avon Conservators, whose keeper cuffs the heads and breaks the tackle 
of any urchin caught fishing ‘without a 5s, license in this very wat»r, shovld 
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suffer a man to net it wholesale year after year, whenever there is a run of 
fish from Mr. Mourant’s water, which it joins. I feel sure that if the Ringwood 
anglers would but bestir themselves by applying to the Avon Conservancy Board, 
the London anglers would help them with funds for staking the water, or other 
means of preserving the fish for fair and honest angling.—I am, Xce., 

PISCATOR. 





THE LUNE. 

Sir,—Writing again, “ Yellow Hackle ” yeveals ina remarkable manner his quality 
in respect to veracity. He seems quite content, indeed rather pleased, with a very 
distant approach to strict accuracy. In his first he sought to tell the public, through 
your widely-circulating columns, the precise time I spent fishing upon the Lune, and 
‘vhen I showed the account to be incorrect, he does not deny the truth of my state- 
ment, but claims exemption from any taint of untruth, because, as he says, he had 
only overstated the time by about one half, Giving up the half unfairly reported, 
he says: “I am evidently right in respect to the other half,” We should scarcely 
admit a man to be honest who only kept back “ half of the price,” and it is rather 
novel to find a man maintaining his right to be thought truthful who only mis- 
represents another by one-half, “Y. H.’ would seem to think me too particular in 
complaining of an extent of exaggeration which is quite justifiable in his eyes. 

Except to indulge a feeling of jealousy or spite against the Swiveltail bait, which 
I chiefly use and have found most effective, it is impossible to find any reason for 
“Y, H,” telling the public what hour I go to fish, when I lunch, when I fish again, 
and when I retire daily. Such personal details have no public interest, and concern 
neither “ Y, H.” nor anyone else. All the actions of my daily life—day and night 
—might just as well be published. Manifestly this very circumstantial narrative 
was given to cover the real object of his letter, which was to gratify his hostility to 
the Swiveltail bait, which, he feared, might get too much advertised gratis if the 
fishing in the Lune were reported. He intimated that you should charge any 
mention of this bait, in connection with accounts of salmon caught with it, as an 
advertisement. To get expression of his animus through the “ F, G.,” it was need- 
ful that it should be disguised or diluted by some other observations, however 
irrelevant, hence the rigmarole about my habits and recreations on the river 
Lune so impertinently detailed to the public. 

Halton Water is practically open to trollers, for Mr. Sharpe, who came in for a 
big dose of adulation by “ Y. H.,” which would rather disgust him, is so generous as 
to give leave to any respectable person who asks it, though he might not concede 
this privilege to a man who could write such a letter as that signed “ Yellow 
Hackle” ; for with everyone the line must be drawn somewhere, and I imagine it 
would, having respect to the virtues of accuracy and good nature, be drawn con- 
siderably higher than where “ Y. H.” stands. 

In conclusion, I know nothing whatever of “Lune ”—who he is, how, or when, 
or why he wrote, or anything about him ; I can say the same as to “ Yellow Hackle,” 
adding that I don’t want to know him, after two tastes of his quality.—I am, &c., 

SPORTSMAN, 





Str,—In reply to “Yellow Hackle’s” letter of the 5th inst., he inquires why 
“Tune” did not reply, instead of leaving it to “ Sportsman.” 

The reply is this, that owing to pressure of business, Iwas unable to get my reply 
in time for the next week’s issue, and had, therefore, to be content with a later 
issue. 

Tn his letter he also states that it is in “Lune’s” letter that a// the inaccuracies 
occur, Will “ Y. H.” name a single one, as I can prove beyond doubt that his state- 
ment is false? He also mentions “Swiveltail” (this word undoubtedly sticks in 
“Y, Hs” gizzard to an alarming extent). It is quite natural whena man kills a 
fish to mention the fly or bait, whether Yellow Hackle, Blue Jay, Silver Doctor, 
Flufflie, natural or “imitation” minnow. 

At the close of his highly-worded letter he also states : “And it is not as‘ Lune’ 
would have you believe.’ Probably “ Y. H.” will also explain this sentence. 

In conelusion, I may say, without the slightest doubt, that I knew nothing what- 
ever of “Sportsman’s” letter until I read it in the “ F. G.”—I am, &c., LUNE. 





DO CONGERS BARK? 

Srr,—I am afraid your correspondent, Mr. Fry, will think me a perfect nuisance, 
put will he kindly inform me if he has ever heard a conger bark? Thanks for 
reply to last.—I am, Xc., MARK ANTONY, 

[Why will Mark persist in asking such incongruous questions ?—ED., | 





FISHING IN SUSSEX. 

Srr,—If your correspondent, “C. R. C.,” will communicate with me, I may be 
able to give him some information concerning the Rother fishing. Of the Ouse I 
know nothing. Perhaps seme angler from that river will give the desired informa- 
tion.—I am, Xc., 

Battle, Sussex. Henry CAFFERATA, 


COLOUR OF FLESH OF LOCH LEVEN TROUT AND FONTINALIS. 
BREEDING FisH Foop. 

Srr,—The colour of the flesh of all the varieties of Salmonide depends on the food. 
In places where the Gammarus and the Limne are abundant, the flesh of most of 
the fish will be pink or orange-red, there being probably some colouring matter in 
them. At the same time, some of the fish from the same water will be white- 
fleshed ; and I can only account for it by presuming that these have preferred, as 
their staple diet, a different class of food—such as worms, minnows, Xc., &c. 

I have frequently taken dozens of shrimps from the mouth of a trout, and all 
the dead shrimps have this pinkey-orangey colour. If, by accident, any shrimps 
are killed when we take weeds out of my ponds, they are the same colour. People 
often ask me how it is that some trout are such a good salmon colour, and others 
quite white, and all from the stream, I can only answer that so long as the fish 
get enough food to satisfy their appetites, they are not to be expected to prefer one 
class of food to another for the sake of their flesh being a better colour when 
brought to table, 

Most of my fish are fed entirely on Gammari and Limnea peregra, which I pre- 
serve and breed, having cut a number of pools in the stream for the express pur- 
pose ; and at certain times of the year I could easily fill a large waggon with them. 
"This, I see, in the last number of the National Fish Culture Journal, is supposed to 
be a new discovery, whereas I have adopted the plan for the last sixteen or seven- 
teen years, and it has been noticed in various newspapers many times, 

I remember sending the late Mr. Francis Francis a fine fontinalis, and he wrote 
me that the flesh was as “red as a carrot,” I think that you, Mr. Editor, had one 
pry fontinalis a short time since,and said much the same, and that it was splendid 
eating. 

I would send your correspondent one; but just now they are spawning, and 
probably worth £5 apiece to me, so I think I won’t.—I am, Xc., 

THos, ANDREWS. 








; FISHING NEAR CARLSBAD. 

S1r,—Can you give me any information respecting the above, and oblige—Yours, 
LC, ; HANTS. 

[“ The fish in streams near Carlsbad are trout (forellen—best season, May to June), 
which run from four to six to the pound, with an occasional half-pounder, or even 
larger ; pike, barm, rothauge—very game fish with red eyes, which run from three 
to six pounds—and weissfisch (white fish) which average from one to three pounds. 
Visitors are permitted to fish in the Eger, provided they are accompanied by one of 
the fishermen of the Fischerei-Verein, who expects a small honorarium, All fish 
caught must be given up to the society, or paid for at market price. For fishing in 
the Eger tickets are issued by the Fischerei-Verein, price three florins a month, 
Fish caught can be kept by the angler. For trout the best baits are artificial flies, 
worms, and grasshoppers, The small boys about Carlsbad will gladly collect a 


@ 


packet of either of the latter for visitors. Flies can be obtained at Rosenfeldt’s 
and Epstein’s. Barm and rothauge are taken in the same way as trout. For 
weissfisch, which, in summer months, are very plentiful and take freely ; the best 
bait is whole cherries, either black or red. These fish lie in the necks of the pools, 
which should be baited the previous day by throwing in quantities of cherries. 
They take most freely in the mornings and evenings. The best rivers are the Tepel, 
the Petschau, the Eger (no trout), the Neudeck, and the Weissbach, In the dis- 
trict round Carlsbad there are a number of deep ditches which contain large carp ; 
they give, however, very little sport.” We take this information from “ Carlsbad 
and its Environs,” published by Sampson Low, Marston, and Co.—ED. | 


WORMS IN BLOATERS., 

S1r,—Will you kindly tell me in the columns of your valuable paper if it isa 
usual occurrence to find small worms in the bloater, and, if so, if you consider they 
are injurious ? I boughtsome bloaters in Leadenhall Market on Saturday last, and we 
found several alive itiside, to be seen moving quite distinctly, about as thick as an 
ordinary pin. Thanking you beforehand,—I am, &c., pris 


Old Broad-street. 

[The presence of these wax-like little worms proves that the fish is in a state 
of decomposition, and, whatever flesh may be, fish in that condition is certainly 
dangerous food. The worms themselves, after being well cooked, would perhaps not 
be dangerous. They are not parasites of the fish, but appear in decaying matter of 
various kinds, All fish are subject to parasites, but if the fish is well cooked there 


is no danger, The mackerel and the bleak are especially subject to internal parasites. 
—ED. | 










































i ET EERE DUEL IE 
NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


(Sprcrauiy compiled for the FisH1ne GazerrEe by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 
JouN SavaGe, of London, for “Improvements in machinery to be used in the 

manufacture of fish-hooks, and for barbing wires and metallic rods for 
various purposes.” 
Joun MicuaEL Lovorp, of Liverpool, for “Improvements in deck seats for 
ships and navigable vessels.” 
UNTER 


More Trout vor THE THAMES.—A splendid addition to the already large and 
increasing stock of trout in the Reading district of the Thames. has been made 
during the past fortnight by the Reading and District Angling Association, in the 
turning in of no less than 435 choice store trout, running up to 1lb. weight each. 
The fish, which arrived and were placed in their new home in splendid condition, 
were supplied by Mr. E. Davis, the well-known fish culturist, of High Wycombe, 
and were put in the water under the superintendence of Messrs. H. Creed, A. C. 
Butler (vice-presidents), Alfred Hurley, F. Brown (hon, sec.), and other members 
of the association, assisted by Bailiffs H. Knight, H. Holdway, and George Knight. 


Satmon Roz.—At Workington, Thomas Wright was charged with being in pos- 
session of salmon roe for an unlawful purpose.—Police-Sergeant Reed said he visited 
the defendant’s house in order to make some inquiries about some stolen poultry, 
when he found the roe under the bed, and he took possession of it.—Mr, Atter 
appeared for the defendant, and alleged that the roe had been left in the house by a 
previous lodger, and that it did not belong to the defendant. He had no fishing 
license, and therefore the roe was of no use to him.—The Bench considered the 
charge proved, and the defendant was fined £1, and the costs.—Superintendent 
Thornburrow made an application to retain a number of nets which were also found 
on the defendant’s premises.—Mr. Atter opposed the application, and stated that he 
intended to bring an action in the County Court against the police for £10 damages 
for taking the nets from defendant’s house.—The magistrate said they had no juris- 
diction in the matter, and the application was refused. 


THRIFTLESSNESS IN OUR FISHERIES.—A lecture was delivered by Mr. W. August 
Carter, South London Secretary of the National Thrift Society, and also of. the 
National Fish Culture Association, at the Foresters’ Hall, Forest-hill, upon “ Thrift- 
lessness in our Fisheries,” on Thursday last. He considered that the Government 
were powerless to pass effective fishery enactments until further light had been 
thrown upon the state of our fisheries, The natural balance was being greatly upset 
by taking “market” fish, to the exclusion of harmful forms that were not popular 
as dietaries. The consequence was our waters were swarming with dog-fish and 
other predacious kinds, which were allowed to multiply and devastate valuable food 
forms, whose numbers deteriorated in consequence. 


Angling Reminiscences? 


FRANCIS FRANCIS, 
Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
ST. DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 


ANGLERBS) THE,AMERICAN ANGLER. 


The Fisherman’s Paper, 
WISHING TO 


PURCHASE or DISPOSE 


Devoted Solely to Fishing and Fish 
Of SECUND-HAND or Other 


Culture (28 Pages), 
Seth Green, the eminent Fish Culturist, has 
editorial charge of the Fish Culture Department, 
Fishing Rods, Baits, Lines, 
Winches, Creels, Fishing Stock- 
ings, Brogues, Fly and Tackle 


By Mail, Post Free, per Annum, 16 Shi}lings. 
PORTRAITS OF FISHES, 
Books, Bookson Angling, &c., &c., 
will find 


At the request of many of our readers, we have 


struck off, on fine, gray-tinted Bristol board, 7 by 11 
inches each, a few copies of all the representative 
The Best Medium to 
Advertise 1n. 


game fishes of American waters. They are sixty 
in number : twenty-three are engravings of those 
Copy, WITH ALL PARTICULARS, MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM ANY NEWS AGENT, 


killed in fresh water, and thirty-seven of salt water. 
OFFICE, 170, STRAND, 


These portraits are printed with much care, and 
LONDON. 








are invaluable to those wishing to make a study of 
American fishes. We will mail them, post free, at 
the following prices :— 

The Fresh Water Series (23 in number), 

The Salt Water Series (37 in number), for 16s. 

The entire Series (60 in number), for £1 4s. 

Single copies, 6d. 

A handsome Portfolio, in hal Russia, with 
bevelled edges and stamped, n gilt, “ Fis 
Portraits,’ made especially to hold @ set q 
fishes, will be mailed, post free on receipt 


of 6s. 
Send 6d. in Stamps for our Illustrated Catalogue 
a ponte books and specimen copy American 
ngler. 
Address: ANGLERS’ PUBLISHING OO , 
252, BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A. 
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Inns of Court Family Hotel,; “**°* *tre'Boszarcune 


(Continued from page 307.) 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. SCOTCH RIVERS—NORTHERN HIGHLANDS. 


THE INVER (SUTHERLANDSHIRE), 


CE NTRAL, QU | ET, CO M M O D | OUS. IT is held by anglers who have‘fished the Inver for many years that 


most of the fish first to ascend (unless the season is all the later) 


ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. | 27° native to the Loanan, for which, or Loch Assynt, they push on 


almost without resting, provided conditions are wholly favourable 


j to their making the “run right through.” True it is—and the good 
appearance of newly-up salmon in Loch Assynt proves—that many 
of the earliest runners reach the farther inland waters in a remark- 


ably short time after leaving the sea ; still that so large a proportion 


TL <q PBA CCoOSsS of them as some incline to believe are not actually fish of the Inver, 
@ and consequently do not rest in it unless perforce, is extremely 











doubtful. Probably quite as many remain in the river as pass 
JESSAMINE. through. If it is otherwise, there are—strictly with regard to spring 
MAY BLOSSOM. salmon—only three similar cases in Scotland, to wit, the Tay and 


PRIZE MEDAL BIRD’S EYE. Loch Tay, the Ness and Loch Oich, the Awe and Orchy. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE The Inver is divided into two beats—Upper Inver and Lower Inver. The 


former, along with Loch Assynt lodge, and shootings, is held on lease by Mr. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. ae ereereace MVE De South-hill, Bigulewade, and eas latter, along a 
encanisp Forest, is rented by Major Paynter, 21, Belgrave-square, London ; 

GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. but both are annually sublet up to the end of July. The lower is reckoned a 
CLOVELLY MIXTURE. more productive beat than the upper. Only four rods can fish at a time—two 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name | °2 each beat. February 11th is the opening, and October 31st the closing day 
and Trade Mark (a “ Sphinx”), can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., | Of the season. No record is kept of the number of fish caught annually. 
throughout the United Kingdom. ‘ The months of June, July, and August are generally the best for salmon and 

grilse angling, and usually during these months the greatest number of fish are 


a 
, | taking the river. If, however, the season is at its best at the usual time, July 
has considerably the pull over the other months. Mr. William Mackay, School- 
house, Lochinver (a close observer, and second to none as an authority on the 


Inver), writes :— 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND KUTCHINSON), “SALMON AND GRILSE.—Supposing climatic conditions are in every respect 


favourable, a few salmon ascend in March (and conditions remaining the same), 

Es... Es eT D> a good many in April, more in May, and so on steadily (almost) throughout 

9 the season the number increases until July, when the run attains its full 

: iz T strength. There is no regular run of clean fish late in the season ; yet in Sep- 

Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, tember, and even before the close of the fishing in October, a few fish fresh 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, from the sea are got. The angling is never of any account in April. I have 
ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY | Seen fair sport in May, as, for instance, thirty-nine fish between two rods ; and 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- | I have known May pass without single fish being killed, but such a year is an 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. exception. Of grilse, a good few ascend during the latter half of May in an early 
None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, } Kendal. | year; but not usually till the middle of June is the run at all pronounced. 
1S eaptateh or Hutchinson & Son. Most of the earliest fish, and many of the first ‘rush,’ hold right on to the upper 

MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. end of Loch Assynt and the Loanan; still, I've no doubt but of both salmon 


TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY and orilse belongi 5 : ; 1s 
, ’ , ’ grilse belonging to these waters a good many are caught in the resting pools 
ee oes SETAE Ee G eae BLE: of the Inver. Undoubtedly the number of fresh-run fish in the river is greatest 


between the middle of June and the 10th or 12th of August, and the angling, 
j N GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- | 28 may well be supposed, is then at its best. It is most successfully prosecuted 





Bronk practical Fiy Pisher and Fly Maker, begs to | when the water is a medium height and the weather rather dull. Salmon range 
r n r r t ai i 
grdera toc Eis STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING from 7 to 22lb., and though but few of them reach the latter figure, still even 


FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and ail | heavier ones are got. I can certify to the capture of one of 30lb. weight. 


ig other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 


Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d, 


per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed © In a very late year, except the few to have pushed on before, boldly facing the 
Hooke, EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. 4. is Agent for- 


the Celetrated iinglish Split. icy-cold waters, the fish of the Inver, Loanan, and Traligill, when at length they 


Pi 
Cane Fly Rods, made b > c % 
Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dey do ‘come on,’ all go up together in one great rush. 
Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampshire 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Eaton and Deller’s Rods, 
Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.’s = : 





Grilse—and they are more numerous than salmon—average between 5 and 6lb. 


Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford:s “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them.’ @G. H., having gersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- 


Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. i 
PIKE and GENERAL FISHING in os Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 
Month. 
| . 
George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. a 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c, 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.0. 

Con$ributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London, 
and the Provinces, 
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= Tue PorHam. 


Within a dozen years or less the Inver has lost, in a large measure, its splendid 
reputation as a sport-affording stream ; and now it is a common remark with 
anglers that fish are not nearly so plentiful, or do not take so freely as formerly. 
In the “good old times” the angling was always good, and often excellent 
during the best months of the season. Of course there were then, as there are 
now, blank days, although not so many ; but then the uniformly good sport, 
together with the often-recurring grand takes, fully compensated, and all and 
sundry engaged were, on the whole, highly satisfied. As an instance of what 
used to be done, it may be mentioned that one day a Mr. Bradshaw had thirteen 
fish, and on the Kirkaig the previous day fourteen. But now, besides having 
fallen off to such an extent as to quite astound old anglers revisiting the river 
after a lapse of years, the sport has become very fluctuating, and the capture of 
“five fish on a choice day in the best month (July) of a really good year would be 
considered a highly creditable performance—a result to be much spoken about, 
and sufficient to cause the fortunate angler to be regarded as the hero of the 
hour by the folks and fishermen in the stirring clachan of Loch Inver-by-the- 
Sea. 
_ The Inver is not subject to sudden heavy flooding the one day, and a day or 
two after becoming dead low. In Loch Assynt, its principal feeder, it has a 
natural reservoir—the best of any—and as most of the surface water after 
rain is received by that extensive sheet of water, the whole surface of which 
must be raised to a certain height before the outflow becomes markedly 
increased, the river consequently does not flood of a sudden—as, but for the 
loch, it undoubtedly would after every heavy fall of rain—but, on the contrary, 
rises gradually, and for a considerable time remains in good flow and angling 
volume. In Assynt the weather is not of the balmy, genial kind, Even in mid 
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summer there is generally rain_or drizzling weather five days'out of every seven’ 
and no want of water to appreciably affect the fishing. But should—as does 
actually sometimes happen—the> weather become very dry, and the river get 
low, angling for salmon and grilse repays its votaries poorly indeed ; the fish, be 
they ever so plentiful, refuse the’ fly—get’ either terribly shy or desperately 
dour ; and only, withs>vorm, by fishing the streams, and necks of pools, is there 
any possibility of sport. Mr, Mackay writes : “ When the river is too low, as it 
usually is for a short time each year, recourse is had to! bait—the common red 
earthworm—in streams, or deep water at head of pools, and this lure captivates 
the fish when even the flies adjudged most suitable fail to entice. But should 
the river be low fora protracted period, and the weather bright and sultry—the 
teraperature of the water not conducive to the normal sprightliness, but rather 
tending to increase the squeamishness, of the fish—then ‘no lure, as a rule, how- 
ever enticing it may look, will avail. - Fortunately, however, for the angler, 
long-continued dry weather is the exception and not the rule in Assynt. Hast 
winds prevail in spring, and that season is usually the driest of the year. In 
summer the prevailing winds are west and. south-west, and these carry rain to 
the high grounds, Hyen after tremendously heavy rainfall the rivers are not 
subject to spate to such an extent as to interfere much with anglers for more 
than a day. Usually in October they are in very good order, and excellent takes 
are got of brown fish, with an occasional fresh-run one. The prawn is often a 
most deadly bait during the ‘ back-end.’” 








ART IN~ ITS RELATION’ TO ANGLING, 


A SPECIAL meeting of the members, of the Atheneum Angling 

Society was held in the Prince’s Room, at the Criterion, Piccadilly- 

circus, on Thursday week last, when a paper was read by Mr. S. C. 

Harding, on “Art in its Relation to Angling.” °Mr. C. E. Pearce, 
(Whitefriars Club) ably occupied the chair. Among the company 

present were Dr. Lloyd, Dr. Spurgin, Dr. Tucker, Mr. J. Kelly 

(Central Association), Mr. T, Crumplen, Mr. Rogers, Mr. W. Hard- 

ing, Dr. Povey, Mr. KE. T. Sachs, and numerous representatives.of the 

Silver Trout and other prominent angling societies. 

‘The Chairman having introduced Mr. Harding as one who was complete 
master of his subject, the latter gentleman said his subject was not angling as 
an art, but art in relation to fish and fishing... It was-to be noticed: that those 
arts which were produced by necessity came first into existence, and it might 
be taken for granted that the capture of.fish for food was among man’s earliest 
pursuits. Among the discoveries which had been made were implements of 
the time of the Swiss lake dwellings, the three-pronged spear, the bone spear, 
and the two-sided barbed fish spear-head, and fish-hooks of various forms and 
sizes. The sculptures in the British Museum afford illustrations of Egyptians 
bringing in fish, and bear witness to the great consumption of fish by that 
people. In the Hellenistic age sculptors appear to have delighted in the subject 
of fish and fishermen, and the Chinese, Hindoos, Indians, and Persians have 
largely represented various fish on stone and bronzes. In-more modern times 
art was still largely employed in depicting scenes or objects relative to fish and 
fishing ; and in the United States, as elsewhere, photography. had been success- 
fully brought into requisition. Coming to the late International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion, which was the outcome of the labours of the late Frank Buckland,they wouldall 
remember thesplendid gallery ofart which found place within its walls, and also the 
steady and desirable advance shown in the setting up of fish, in which there was yet 
room for improvement. The casts in plaster of Paris made by the late Frank 
Buckland, and afterwards coloured by Rolfe, Searle, and others, were greatly to_ 
be commended. ‘Turning to art in another aspect, they had. the humorous~ 
sketches of Seymour, Leech, and many. more, and the comments of such men 
as Dr. Johnson and Dean Swift, which would always afford a fund of amuse- 
ment to anglers, which they could appreciate and enjoy. Among living artists” 
the conceptions of Ernest Grizet. stood alone ; while the fish paintings of 
Susini had never been equalled for truthfulness to nature or delicacy Of execu- 
tion, and whose colouring portrayed all that iridescence characteristic of a fresh- 
caught fish, which so many painters had tried in. vain to represent. 

The paper throughout was illustrated by numerous drawings, many of them 
original, and Mr. Harding was very warmly applauded at the close. 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Povey, Mr. I. Crumplen, and Mr. E..T. Sachs took part 
in the discussion following the paper, whi¢h proved of considerable interest. 
Mr. Crumplen spoke highly of the life-like models of fish made in enamel by 
Mr. 'T. R. Sachs, which, in their way, were perfect works of art, and wonderful 
examples of what might be done’in that-direction. Referring to the society 
itself (of which Mr. ‘I’. P. Crumplen is hon. secretary), Mr. Crumplen said it 
was founded some time since, and was enrolled with the Central Association of 
London Angling Clubs. They were not in want of members—in fact, their 
ranks were full, nor was it intended to interfere with existing societies. 
To some extent it had other aims, and those. were to diffuse information 
among the great mass of anglers by means of their meetings or otherwise, 
in reference to Parliamentary. projects, riparian claims, river preservation, and 
the like, which he believed their members were especially capable of doing, 
and by drawing attention to these matters they would be rendering a service 
to the entire angling community—a remark which was loudly applauded. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Harding was moved by Dr. Lloyd, seconded by 
Mr. Kelly (vice-president Central Association), and carried by acclamation, 
and a similar compliment was paid to the chairman for the able and genial 
manner in which he had presided. Mr, A. W. Hale sang ‘‘ Welcome Anglers,” 
and Mr. Crumplen ‘“Man’s Life is but Vain” (Walton), prior to the reading 
of the paper. The next reading will be by Dr. Spurgin, on “The Wonders 
of Aquatic Life,” of which due notice will be given. ~ 
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HARD ON THE WATER-BAILIFFS. 


Tue other morning two of them took up their position at Hawick Railway 
Station for the purpose of circumventing certain poachers who infest the Teviot 
in the vicinity of Denholm Cauld. Presently the 9 o’clock train steams into the 
station, and out jumps a notorious Hawick poacher, with a large bag slung over 
his shoulders. Instantly they gave chase, and after-a hard run the bailiffs 
secured the capacious “pock,”, which, much to their chagrin, contained none of 
the silvery beauties they expected to find, but only letters and newspapers, the 
practical joker having snatched up one of the mail bags and run off with it in 
order to stretch the legs of the much-loved: river-watchers. The confusion of 
the poor bailiffs was not lessened by the loud guffahs of the crowd of onlookers 
who were attracted by the unwonted spectacle. GILNOCKIB. 


ae would have thought it was “no joke” to make off with a mail bag ? 
—Ep. - 
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PIKEING PRECEPTS. 


WHERE TO GO FOR, PIKE. 
By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 306.) 


Aut down the reach under Quarry Woods, and round the islands, 
thence by “Spade Oak Ferry,” and on to Cookham, a distance of 
four miles:'from Marlow, the fishing is fairly good; but the beauty 
of the scenery about Cookham causes this portion of the Thames 
to be so much frequented in summer and autumn, by boating parties 
and river launches, that except in quiet corners away from the 
traffic, there is not much chance of the angler having sport. But 
in the winter the conditions are different ; then pike and perch, of 
which there are plenty hereabouts, may be fished for in comfort, and 
with every probability of success. : 

Just below where the G.W.R: (Wycombe Branch) crosses, the “ Wyke’ falls 
into the main river on the left bank. This little stream is famous for the size 
and quality of its trout, of which a considerable quantity of “ yearlings,’ and 
fish up.to 1}1b. each, have from time to time been placed in the various pre- 
serves of the Upper Thames, to the great advantage of the fisheries. ; 

The Ferry Hotel, close to bridge (a slight iron structure) on the Berkshire 
side, and the King’s Arms, in the village, offer good accommodation to anglers. 
The river widens below the bridge, and divides into four channels, the broadest 
of them flowing in a bend to the left, towards Hedsor, afterwards curving back 
again under the shade of Cliefden Woods. Nay 

This portion of the main river has, since the cutting of the artificial channel 
to the “ Lock,” been claimed by Lord Boston as his private fishery, and naviga- 
tion prevented by the construction of two barriers or weirs, one at the top, and 
the other at the bottom, of the bend ; but I understand this water, which holds 
splendid barbel, is fished by those anglers who don’t believe in the assumption of 
manht in place of real riparian right. 2 

-4Phe nextchannel is the now navigable one through the lock, at the time of 
constructing which a number of skeletons, with swords and spears of Roman 
workmanship, were discovered, buried, showing that some long-forgotten 
combat had been fought there. ; 

Then comes the channel to Odney Weir, and next, the narrow one on the 
Berkshire side, these two last mentioned forming “ Formosa ” island. 

At Cookham, the water under the care of the Marlow Association ends, and 
that of the Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Angling Association begins, 
extending a distance of six miles to Monkey Island, where the waters of the 
Windsor and Eton Thames Preservation Society commence. fh; 

After quitting the Lock, and again entering the main river, the splendid woods 
of Cliefden extend along the left bank nearly as.far as Taplow. The hills are 


‘clothed with a dense growth of foliage, so varied in colour, owing to the immense 


wealth of oak, ash, and elm, coniferw, beech, maples, and thorn trees, with 
Cliefden House and its terrace gardens crowning the summit of the woods, that 
the beholder is astonished at the exquisite beauty of the panorama, which for 
sylvan charms is unparalled on the Thames, dies 4 

Under the overhanging trees by the water’s margin, and where the river is 
divided by some willow-covered islands, quantities of chub and perch take up 
their abodes ; while “ pikey-places” abound, to which either W. Jones or 
Edward Godden, of Cookham, and any of the fishermen at Maidenhead, will 
pilot the angler. Among the best at the latter place are Henry Wilder, sen. and 
jun., also Leonard Wilder, and G. Winn ; all of them can be recommended as 
reliable, and knowing the choice spots where sport is likely to be obtained, 

When the islands below the pretty cottage at “ Spring,” in Cliefden Woods, are 
passed, the next weir and Boulter’s Lock come in view. 5 

For some distance the river has been flowing due south, which course it con- 
tinues to Bray ; and thence 8.E. and E. to Windsor, another five miles. 

The pool at Boulter’s Weir is fine pike and perch water, especially the deep 
quiet eddy under the trees, in the right-hand corner, Usually in April and May 
some fine trout are annually caught in the pool and shallows between there and 
the bridge. Below the bridge, jack and perch are fairly numerous; while fine 
chub are plentiful about the islands, and water alongside the withy-beds, and 
near the eel-bucks.. z 

The G.W. rail here crosses the Thames on a single brick arch, designed by 
Brunel ; one of the widest “spans” in brick in England. A mile further on is 
the village of Bray, in Berkshire ; the scenery about here is uninterssting, but 
the fishing good, as the water harbours plenty of fish, and deepens as Bray Weir 
is approached. nici seco nme 

Here isa comfortable hotel on the riverside — viz., the George ; and at 
Maidenhead, the Ray Mead, Skindel’s, and the King’s Arms are capital hotels 
for anglers to make their headquarters. But though the near vicinity of Bray 
is deficient in interest, yet the ancient almshouses, or ‘‘ Jesus Hospital,” founded 
in 1627, should be visited ; also the venerable church which contains “ brasses ” 
dating back to 1378, and where also was buried the Vicar of Bray, celebrated in 
song, who Fuller, the historian, states, “enjoyed this living under King Henry 
VIIL., Edward VI., Queens Mary and Elizabeth, changing from Papist to Pro- 
testant four times, as exigencies required ; for 


“ Whatsoever king should reign, 
He’d be the Vicar of Bray, sirs.” 


Many trout have been caught at the weir, and fine ones still inhabit its 
“pool,” also barbel. Chub are plentiful under the osiers and shelving banks 
passed on the way, from the “Lock” to Monkey Island, half a mile distant. 
Here the Plummers, father and son, supply punts, &c., attend on anglers, and 
impart all information necessary to those fishing the adjacent waters, which are 
noted for pike and perch, also trout and barbel in their proper seasons. | ; 

It is worth while to step ashore at Plummer’s, where the building still exists 
which gives name to the island. It was originally an angling lodge, erected by 
the third Duke of Marlborough, and embellished by “Clermont, a French 
artist,”* with grotesque paintings, representing monkeys engaged in various 
sports, such as falconry, fishing, shooting, &c. The billiard-room has a, finely- 
carved oak roof ; and the inn on Monkey Island is noted for its cookery, which, 
added to cleanliness, civility, and moderate charges, makes it that kind of 
hostelry all anglers appreciate. Around the island are overhanging willows and 
sedgy growths, under and alongside which is capital chub-fishing ; while a reed- 
flam at the lower end is almost sure to reward the angler with a brace of good- 
sized pike. at 

ErratumM.—In my last week’s article, referring to Bisham Abbey (p. 305, 
1. 45), it should have been—also Richard Neville, the ““ King-Maker,” istead 
of “ including,” &c. ar 

(To be continued. ) 








* So says Westall in his “ Views of the Thames,” 





‘of the way of a couple of those interesting dimples you sometimes see rotating 
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KAP AWAY FRAE THE SIDE "A WILD WEEK IN THE WEST. 


poMpaurce: ae a a dc ire wn pee he N.and X., went to stay a | THE usual monthly meeting of the Manchester Anglers’ Association 
Er erinice: “a tea eee si ue eebles. They were very: fond of | was. held. on Tuesday evening, in the Grand Hotel, Mr. Charles 
pate 8 te ae pth o 2 you eall it?—“ thrash” ativer | Estcourt, president,.in the chair. Mr. C.F, Brenan read a paper 
ee Aaa ay at ne ay, with li : () or no Success, say, two, perhaps entitled, “The Irish Question ;or.a, Wild Week in. the West,” which 
her get e day, and those merely “scripers. Now it 80 happened | wasillustrated by: numerous photographs taken by Mr. Brenan, and 
that a friend of mine, in the engineering line, hada little job to do | shown by: means ofthe magic lantern by: Mr. W. I. Chadwick, 
for one of she Cockneys, who, coming into his workshop one fine | honorary secretary’of the Manchester Photographic Society. “There 
morning, either in June or July—no matter which—saw a splendid | was a’ large gathering” of members ‘and friends, and the views, 
dish of trout’on the counter, ranging from $lb. to 131b. each. _ | together with the papér, which was a very lively and interesting 
ee Wig whee did Utes onthe fom oe merroer roy one, were thoroughly appreciated. and enjoyed. 
¥.—" You know ; the river ” Mr.. Brenan, in his paper gave»a. humorous account of a trip to county 
X.—" What!” Wicklow, taken last.summer by himself and two other members of this associa- 
“Yes yes, your river’ is | tion. Having received from a fellow, angler in Ireland a hearty invitation, 
“Tn the name of all that is splendid, who caught them ?” which was duly accepted, they formed themselves into a small committee, con- 
« Sandy |” sisting of chairman, vice-chairman, and treasurer ;*and, all preliminary pre- 
“Sandy ! What that fellow there, turning that la—— ?” '. | parations being completed, they began their_journey on the evening of May 27 
Here Y. held up a finger, and gave X. a look-which said as plainly as possible last... The party proceeded by way of Holyhead to, Kingstown, from which 
“ Hush.” z place they subsequently travelled, by, train to* Bray. Here they were met by 
“ But he has no rod, no reel, no wet.and dry flies, no turned down —— their host..The party. then; drove to Roundwood, situated. on the Annamore, 
BE dot ikhink he-has” where a short time was .<spent in fishing the river. The Annamore is a fine 
“And he caught those trout ? » stream, which was :described by Mr..Brenan thus: ‘The language,at my 
«Most certainly.” command is too feeble to do, it justice.;. I shall simply say it is a charming 
MV ndinnit ae © stream, sex female, Christian name, Anna, and like most of her sex, married or 
H Tor | bless you, Sirs, ha cago dub, and. cately s, dish Whe that mlmost aay single, she is, I think, a decided flirt—for, rising some few miles to the north at 
time: - Thinks nothing of it.” ; a place called Crochan Pond, she glides down through Luggala, and unites herself 
“You don’t say so.” with Lough Tay, and then, runs off to Lough Dan, with whom she stays for only 


“J do ; and what is more, he has.watched you two gents, and he says you will a short run of two miles, and then meanders away on her own account, leaping 
never do any good here—in short, he calls you ‘ duffers.’” * in places from rock to rock with all a young maiden’s grace and freedom, and 


“Duffers ! : . cad poh foes ee at times stopping in the deep pools and gorges to listen to the music of the 
5 ers 5 < eit te arate nce a a e dhty birds and the drowsy humming of the insects, and then again rushing off witha 
than you two peachy an papa Le. rv speed made wilder by the short rest, and so on, alternately rushing and resting 
: until, apparently tired of her lonely life, and having grown into a broader and 
more settled-looking river, glides into the arms of the Avonmore, and, changing 
her name, loses for-eyer her maiden identity.” Further down, the Avonmore 
meets the Avonbeg,:and the two form what is. called the ‘meeting of the 
waters,’ about which Moore has sung one of his sweetest songs— 


There‘is notin the wide world a valley so sweet 
As that:vale in whose bosom the bright waters meet, 


It was at this part of the river where the anglers found most sport, and most 
frequently cast their flies—fish being very plentiful though not very large. At 
Lough Dan, also, some capital fishing was enjoyed, no fewer than sixty trout 
being caught by two anglers in forty minutes. It should perhaps be mentioned 
that the fly found to be most useful here was the Black Gnat. After many 
pleasant and profitable excursions in the district of the Annamore the party 
returned to Bray, from which place they went to Enniskerry, a place almost 
_entirely owned by Lord* Powerscourt, and which is described as being one of 
the brightest and cleanest villages in the county of Wicklow: a model of neat- 
ness, showing what a good stay-at-home landlord can effect. Just outside this 
village there is a pretty little forge, the entrance to which is shaped like a great 
horseshoe ; from this the anglers proceeded to the Dargle, one of the principal 
beauties of Wicklow. Itis very deep, and the sides, which rise to a height of 
300ft. above the bed of the river, are covered with trees which grow so thickly 
that in many places the river is entirely hidden from view. A short visit was 
also made to Powerscourt Waterfall, which is the finest-fall in Wicklow, being 
almost perpendicular, and about 300ft. high. A place which proved of much 
interest to the visitors was Glendalough, meaning the meeting of the two lakes. 
This place is about five Irish miles from Roundwood, and twenty-two miles 
from Dublin. The ‘most conspicuous object of interest here is the ancient 
Round Tower, which rears its head to a height of 110ft. Here also is the lake 


Whose gloomy shore, 
The skylark never warbles o'er ; 


Much'time was occupied. in revisiting, many of the most interesting places, 
| fishing. the various streams, and taking photographs of all the principal places 
and, objects, of, note... In travelling through the country our friends often 
| encountered Irish peasants, whose humorous dialogues Mr. Brenan reproduced 
with admirable humour. From Glendalough the anglers were reluctantly com- 
pelled to turn their steps homeward. A. pleasant. drive brought the party back 
to-Annamore. Bridge, from which place they, travelled to; Bray, and thence on 

to Kingstown, where they,embarked for the return journey to Holyhead, having 
| thus spent a pleasant and.memorable week,.in. the county of Wicklow.—JMJar- 

chester City, News. 5 ' & Keven - 
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"© Oh, ah, of course ; I know, tickle ’em. Good, very.” 

“You are quite wrong ; Sandy would never stoop to that, Sir. But as he has 
taken so much trouble to watch you and taken your measure so accurately, why 
not return the compliment ? I have no doubt you would learn something. In 
fact, I feel certain of it. The country is rather open, I admit ; but you know 
that grand old willow by the bridge leading to—to—to—drat it, let me see ’ 

“T know.” ; 

“Exactly. Very well ; get behind that on the furthest side from the town. 
Sandy says trout, like chub, will hover about one particular spot for days, and 
a few yards from the tree is one of his favourite swims.” 

“ But when will he be there ? ” 

“ About six to-morrow evening.” 


About 5.30 the two Waltonians ensconced themselves behind the huge trunk 
of the grand old willow, as directed, and they had not been there long before 
they saw Sandy with a magnificent withy rod in his hand, as beautifully tapered 
(according to the poet) as the leg of “ Bonnie Jean,” lithe and lissome as an eel, 
and tough as pin wire. 


Tying what I should call a gudgeon-line to the withy, about a quarter of an 
inch from the top, with the knot directly under the rod, Sandy, standing well 
back and taking a rapid survey of the eddy, immediately dropped down as flat 
as a flounder, as the saying is, and began to drag and wriggle his body towards 
the water like an eel, or rather like a toad, crawling along and dragging one leg 
after the other. — Bes 


“ Did: you ever see the like ?”’ said, N. to X., as Sandy sent his worm ‘just out 





onward, and, as they pass by, wheel around each other in the most strange, yet 

poetical manner. =f ; ; 
“No, I never, did,” replied X-. . 

“ Why, he is twisting about like a snake.” 

Here Sandy, haying got into position—-as they say, or, rather, used to say, at 
croquet—simply took hold of the rod with his right, and the tackle with his left 
hand, and, making a slight bow with‘nis primitive weapon, the same as you may 
have seen a lady do with a riding whip, let go, and, without the least noise, the 
small quill was quietly pitched into the desired spot. 

“ Did you ever ?”’ said X. to N. — 

_ “No, I never did,” said N, to X. 

- And almost before N. had done speaking, Sandy, with his left hand pressed 
flat on the ground and his neck eraned to the uttermost, was playing a fish in 
the most beautiful style with his right ; and, after a considerable but ineffectual 
struggle on the part of Master Trout to regain his liberty, played the fish into 
a small landing-net he held.in his left hand, and without the least splashing or 
disturbance, quietly drew it on the grass. : 

' Voices from behind the tree: 
_“ Well, if it-don’t beat cock-fighting !” Rae 

“What asses we are |” ; Eich 

“ No doubt about it!” , 

“T feel that sayage,.I could——” 

ppmeeould J. 80 coud ge ay ta 

“Hush! See, he is wriggling again.” ; cs 

And these two grand “trouters” actually remained behind the tree until 
Sandy had hooked and landed six of the most lovely trout you ever set eyes upon, 
and shortly afterwards, when he had pocketed half-a-crown for his take, with.a 
merry twinkle in‘his eye, and his forefinger at the side of his nose, thus ad- 
dressed N. : 

: SF Hech, mon, if ye wad tak troot-frae here ye maun just kap awa frae the 
UCP aes he | \ 

And the two innocents had not.to wait long before they benefited by Sandy's 

sound advice. ; eS ‘A’ 








| *“A’ NOVEMBER “MAY FLY.” ji 

COLONEL BICKNELL, when grayling-fishing on the Costa, near 
Pickering, “on: Monday ‘last, Nov. 21;'picked’ up a’ Green Drake 
(Ephemera vulyatay. We do not’ think a May Fly has ever been 
noticed so late in the year as this before. “Query—Is this fly ‘six 
months before or after its time ? We have. put this May Fly into 
spirits with some very. early trout,ova, (sizeof, turnip seed) taken 
from atrout-April 4, 1886, and sent to:us by Mr..William Naylor, 
of. Keighley: Yorks. yids 
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‘A. GANG OF POACHERS ON THE ANNAN, 


ON Sunday-hight'last week a'gang of poachers were busy af work in the river 
- Annan in the neighbourhood of Bryde Kirk. It is supposed they commenced 
above the village bridge, and after netting the water there dropped down to the 
Mount Annan water, and cleaned the Sandy Pool and other favourite pools for 
Tying fish. They then took the boat belonging to Mount Annan, and cleared 
eyerything out ofthe Black Pool} from the foot ofthe island at Warmanbie to 
- Millbie Caul.. “Whéther *they‘satne any lower ‘ddwn the river is not known ; 
but’on Monday there was scareely@ salmon‘ to be seen in the lower reaches of 
| theAnnan. Anglers‘who were anticipating some fine sport on Monday (the last 
day of the season), weré’sadly disappointed, and several left the-banks of the 
river during’-the’ afternoon utterly disgusted,”as not a salmon could be seen 
rising during the day ‘in pools where a few days previously they were fairly 








rd -Letairse psiec ERENWFISEEG So BQABDe de xoRae ere corer 
Tur election of representative members tothe ‘Eden Fishery Board has just 
taken place. - This year’ the” license-holders, were entitled to eight. as against 
seyen-members, the license duty -paid.by :them being larger, than during the 


previous year. Twenty-eight candidates were nominated, and a keen contest 


took place. The result was that five of the old members and three new ones 


were elected. The new members are Messrs. J; Guhson, jun., Port Carlisle ; ) 
George Irving, Annan ;'and Thomas Irving, Bowness. The old: mémbers to whom | swarming. - A’ piece of new-hung ‘net, of about 200 yards long, was stolen from 
the. voters continue to give their.confidence are Mr. Isaac Waite, jun., Burgh ; | a boat at Annan’ Water Pool ‘some ten days prior to the poaching raid, and, no 
Mr. John Robinson, Drumburgh ;Mr. William Woodman, Annan ; Mr, William | doubt, this was doné‘with’a ‘view: to business in the Annan on Sunday night 
Harrison, Glasson ; and Mr. John Holmes, Bowness 9S week, 2 coats Lovart 
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A most astounding decision was come to by the magistrates at the Petty 
Sessions held at Limavady (Ireland) last Tuesday week. Mr. Robert Scott, the 
Inspector of Fisheries, charged James Mcllroy with “snatching” salmon, a 
dodge as old as Adam. It was admitted that defendant had “angled” with a 
“ salmon-hook, attached to which was a piece of lead, which hung below the 
hook, and that, on seeing a fish lying in the water, he dropped this hook over 
its side, and then drew it with a jerk into the side of fish.” Never was a clearer 
case of poaching under the Act ; but defendant’s counsel, who ought to get on 
in the world if cheek will do it, told the magistrates that the ingenious plan his 
client had adopted was a “ NEW INVENTION ” introduced from Australia, and for 
this invention “there was as yet NO NAME.” This Australian evidence was too 
much for the magistrates—they dismissed the case. {food old magistrates if 
* * 


The following jolly invitation is from the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association :— 


“ DrearE MAISTERE PiIscaToR,— 

“We are bydden to aske you to come to ye fourth lyttel dynnere of manie 
of ye righte merrie anglers of ye goode olde Countie of Yorke, to bee 
holden at ye hostelrie, yclept ye Queen’s Hotel, in ye antient town of Ledes, 
on Tuesdaie, ye 6th daie of December, 1887, for ye mutual comfortynge of 
one another in ye manie disappointments of ye present season, and for ye 
exchange of divers thoughts and opinions, and most strange experiences of 
ye fyschermen, which some do call yarnes, though ye profane scoffer calleth 
ym lies. 

“ Maister Francis Darwin, of Creskeld, will take ye chair. 

“ And forasmuch as many of ye right merrie guests do come from far, 
and it is not seemlie to change ye apparel in ye railway train, you are toe 
note that“ye swallowtail coat is optional. 

PEA MET Oe lag denis 
“Honorary Secretary Yorkshire Anglers’ Association.” 
& cs sd = = 

Forest and Stream thus describes a new invention in photographic apparatus 
which would be a terror to burglars in more ways than one :—‘ Another speci- 
men of amateur photographer’s work comes to us from Dr. Henry G. Piffard, 
of this city, whose invention of a ‘photographic pistol’ for photographing in 
the dark was recently noted. The method consists in igniting powdered magne- 
sium on gun-cotton and taking the instantaneous negative by the flash. Our 
suggestion that it would be possible by one pull of the trigger to photograph a 
coon at night and bag it too appears to have prompted Dr. Piffard to produce 
the portrait, which is that of a darky made with the photographic pistol at 
9 o’clock P.M.” 

* * * * * 

A correspondent says : “ Did you see an account by Sir John Lubbock of the 
death of a sea anemone, caused by the salmon disease? That was not caught in 
fresh water, at any rate.” We did not see the account ; but if it was the same 


disease as that which is now killing salmon, it upsets the theory that Saprolegnia 


ferax will not live in salt water. 
* * * * x 
It has been proved by recent researches of Frenchmen of science that a certain 
proportion of salt added to food to preserve it is actually favourable to the produc- 
tion and indefinite increase of disease germs, and that thered tinge seen sometimes 
in salted cod is caused by the presence of microbes, such fish being poisonous. 
* * * 


“Redditch, England, it is said, turns out 20,000,000 fishhooks every week. 
The total of the annual product taxes the imagination. 
the talk of returning fishermen, a goodly number of these are swallowed by 
‘the big ones that got away’; but even then, the mystery of what becomes of 
all the rest is almost as great as that of where all the pins go to.”—Forest and 
Stream. 

* * * * ad 

The Dundee Advertiser has recently distributed a circular among anglers and 
others in different parts of Scotland, which contains two important questions : 
—1. Has there in recent years been a decrease in the supply of trout in Scotch 
rivers and streams? 2. To what causes is this decrease to be attributed— 
whether from less water, impediments in the rivers, pollution, want of proper 
food, over-fishing, or what ? 

ES * * ° % 

The answers given are very much what might have been expected. To the 
first question the reply, with a few exceptions, is “ Yes.” The decrease of trout 
is attributed for the most part to poaching, netting of the streams and burns, 
over-fishing {the number of anglers having everywhere greatly increased) 
scarcity of food, pollution due to the improved drainage and the use of artificia 
manures and the refuse from manufactories, the obstructions caused by dams 
and dykes, the want of proper spawning grounds, and in some cases the increase 
of salmon. 

s % % a 
: Correspondents writing from the following places assert that the trout are as 
plentiful as ever : Folda, Carnoustie, Rannoch, Murthly (Tay), Madderty, Kirk- 
michael, and a few others. The Madderty correspondent boldly asserts that 
“ there has not been any decrease in the supply of trout in our Scotch rivers and 
streams ; but in southern streams (those in southern counties of Scotland), and 
those within easy reach of dense populations, trout are beginning to get very 
shy, and therefore not easily taken.” After this positive remark, so character- 
istic of the nation to which the writer presumably belongs, comes a qualifying 
clause : “ There is no doubt that many of our rivers have been destroyed by pol- 
lution.” The same writer asserts that if anglers in Scotland were as fond of 
eel pie as they are in England, it would very soon lessen the greatest enemy to 
the propagation of trout, as the eels live principally on the bottom, and eat up 
immense quantities of spawn. 
* % 9 ° % 
_ Yes, both English and Scotch eels do eat immense quantities of spawn ; but 
English anglers do not eat immense quantities of eel pies. Perusing the columns 
of replies from the correspondents of the Dundee Advertiser, one cannot help 
feeling that many of the writers must have been greatly in dread of 
saying anything likely to lessen the number of anglers visiting Scot- 
land. Scotland is, and will long be, the happy hunting ground 
of anglers whose pockets are sufficiently well lined for a journey to and a 
sojourn in the North. In the less frequented districts we venture to assert that 
trout are as plentiful as ever they were ; but they cannot help decreasing in well- 
fished streams, unless artificial stocking is resorted to, or unless some of the 
natural causes which go to destroy (pike and herons, for instance) and limit the 
number of trout are removed. Every stream has its ordinary and proper number 
of trout, a number which is limited by natural causes, such as floods, which wash 
away ova ; wild fowls, which devour both ova and fry ; and others. When man 
steps in and takes away trout, the number of fish must obviously diminish by 


THE TISHING GAZETTE. 


If one is to believe all ° 


Nov. 26, 1887. 


as many as he takes away. If, therefore, he wishes no decrease to take place, 
he may destroy, say, as many otters as would eat in a year as many fish as he 
takes away. If an otter cats two trout a day (he really eats more than this), he 
eats 730 in the year. To kill him is, therefore, equivalent to leaving him alive 
and placing 730 fish in the stream (the otter might not admit this). Thus if the 
angler takes about 700 fish in the year, by killing the otter he prevents any 
decrease in the number of fish left. We cannot too strongly impress upon our 
readers that merely limiting the size and number of fish taken is not sufficient to 
keep up a good head of fish. Some of the other causes which go to destroy fish 
must be removed, or else the water must be artificially stocked. - 
* % ES 

There is no cheering news from the Thames. The water has now got bright 
again, and a few jack have been had here and there by skilful live-baiters. For 
roach-fishing the water is not in bad trim ; but more genial weather is required 
for that pleasant sport. Good, unhealthy, old November fogs have been the 
order of the day in the Thames Valley, and the prospect has been dreary in the 
extreme. A flood would do wonders for the fishing. We examined some water 
in the Loddon recently, and found it to be a nasty green colour, nothing more or 
less than decayed weed-tea, enough to turn every fish in the river sick. 

: @ ® ES ® 


Respecting Mr. Mundella’s remarks as to the price of fish being higher in 
London than on the Alps, a correspondent writes: “I once had a talk with a 
Dartmouth fisherman about the prices he was in the habit of paying for turbot. 
‘We, who catch the fish,’ said he, ‘ though we risk our lives and have often to 
work day and night, are the worst paid ; and I will just tell you how it is: The 
London houses have their agents, who agree together not to bid against one 
another—for you know, sir, that when the boats come in the fish are put up to 
auction, As the buyers are all agreed as to what they will pay, the fish is sold 
at anything they choose to bid, and the agents havea knock-out sale among 
themselves afterwards. We fishermen are at their mercy, for the fish will not 
keep, and we have to be off to sea again.’” 

% a ES % % 

The officials of the Tay Fishery Board recently netted the river near Perth 
to procure ova for the hatcheries. Fair hauls of the net brought to shore 183 
salmon and grilse, none of which showed the least trace of salmon disease. It is 
stated that this is the first winter since the outbreak of salmon disease, six years 
since, in the Tay that the fish landed have all been healthy. 

a a a 


There is some considerable grumbling in local papers as to the action of the 
Loch Lomond Angling Club in allowing their tacksman to put on the river 
Clyde as many boats and nets as he thinks proper. One “angler ” states that 
there were six boats last season on the Clyde, besides two constantly fishing at 
the mouth of the river Leven. ‘“ Angler” complains that he and others were 
induced to buy tickets that they might spend some of their spare time with rod 
and line on the queen of Scottish lakes, but that when they got there they 
could say, with the fishermen of old, that they were out all night and caught 
nothing. He advises the club not to let the right of net-fishing next season, 
being sure that under these circumstances their membership would be increased 
a hundredfold, and that they would be better off financially. 

cd * * * * 

Messrs. Gaynor and Son, Fishing-Tackle Makers, Richmond, Surrey, draw 
our attention to the fact that at the Fisheries Exhibition in 1883 they exhibited 
an “Improved Slide Ryder Snap”—i.e., an adjustable upper triangle made 
exactly as suggested by Mr. John Bickerdyke last week—viz., with “a metal eye 
at the end of the shank and one at the bend”; and now they send us a tackle 
on gimp made up in this way, which reminds us that they did in 1884 send us a 
similar tackle, only mounted on gut and with the hooks covered with red wax. 
If the gimp, after being passed through the eye at the bend, is passed under one 
of the hooks and then once round shank and through eye at end of shank, it 
cannot slip. We shall refer to Messrs. Gaynor’s tackle again next week. 

2 2 3 2 


At the request of the Rochdale Anglers’ Association we last week printed a 
song made by one of their members entitled, ‘The Lay of the Great Trout of 
Spring Mill Dam.” A correspondent writes to point out that the verses “don’t 
scan.” Nobody said they did ; but the secretary assured us that they go uncom- 
monly well to the air of “Polly Perkins,” and it would give their society very 
great pleasure to see them in print in connection with their report. What are 
the laws of scansion to us as compared with the wishes of a lot of jolly anglers ? 
Some of the most pepular angling songs would ill bear scansion ! 

s % 2 * 


Mr. R. Humphries, 52, Seymour-place, Bayswater-square, W., informs us that 
he has sold a great number of his capital “ Lightning Double-Action Spinner.” 
At the suggestion of Mr. Senior, he has armed the front spinner with a triangle, 
which is an improvement if it does not interfere with the spin, and we do not 
think it will. 

& @ 2 ° 9 

Messrs. Geo. Falkner and Sons, of the Deansgate Press, Manchester, have 
brought out a pretty folding Christmas and New Year's card, witha natural 
artifical fly attached (¢.¢., a fly on gut, not a painted artificial), and some appro- 
priate verses to send to an angler, 

* * at % 

The Clapton Angling Society, as will be seen from their “report,” extend a 
general invitation to anglers to attend their next smoking concert on Monday 
evening, Noy. 28. It promises to be a very enjoyable affair. 

* * * * ‘ 


® Lord Charles Scott and Lord Home have had very fine sport ‘lately on the 
Bie Lord Home had the Tweed fish of the season—a splendid fellow 
of 45lb. 





THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


THE 49th anniversary banquet of this Society is announced to take 
place at the Holborn Restaurant on Wednesday evening next, under 
the presidency of Mr. James Bigwood, M.P. The musical arrange- 
ments are under the direction of Mr. William Coates, assisted by 
Miss Ethel Winn, Miss Blanche Murray, and Mr. F. Bevan. All 
tickets are to be applied for on or before Monday next, the 28th. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of London has sent a donation 
of five guineas to the funds of this Society. 








WRITING in the World ef December 22nd, 1886, Edmund Yates says :—“ Mention made in certain 
Reminiscences of mine of a pleasant and wholesome alcohol stimulant called ‘ BUSHMILLS WHISKEY” 
has led the proprietors of the famous Distillery in Belfast to assure me that their alcohol is still extant 
in its pristine excellence, and, te confirm the assurance, send me a specimen of their produce, ‘All 
taps,’ we are assured by Mr. Stiggins, ‘is wanity,’ but I am glad to find that a favourite wanity of my 
youth is as mellow and as innocuous as when first introduced to my notice by my old friend Captain 
ee All orders to be addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co., Limited, 1, Hill-street, 

ast, 
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THE POISONING OF OUR RIVERS AND LAKES. 


How to prevent the pollution of rivers constitutes one of the most 
serious sanitary problems of the day. Pollution is increasing at an 
alarming rate, and in spite of much half-legislation, there would 
seem no power in the land to'stop it. True, we have a Rivers Pollu- 
tion Prevention Act, framed doubtless with the best intentions, but 
in its application almost a dead letter. This Act provides that, apart 
from private individuals, municipal corporations are the authorities 
who are alone competent to set the preventive legal machinery 
at work to stem the evil, But the unfortunate part of this provision 
is that these very authorities are in many cases themselves the great offenders. 
And this state of things is equally applicable to Sanitary Authorities. The 
corporations mentioned are frequently constituted of manufacturers, with a 
sprinkling of magistrates, and this being so itis hardly reasonable to expect that 
they will institute proceedings against themselves. Even if a private individual 
undertakes a prosecution, he is not likely to succéed. The manufacturer who 
pours his fouling refuse into the river is edged about by safeguards innumerable, 
and there can be no doubt but that in many cases he takes advantage of his 
position. Either Conservancy Boards, or private individuals trying to protect 
the general public, know how utterly hopeless it is trying to obtain a 
conviction, even if they are prepared to do so at considerable cost. It is fre- 
quently put by those most interested that either the purity of our rivers must 
be sacrificed, or a host of manufacturers will be seriously handicapped. This is 
by no means necessarily so. If those who are the chief offenders would but 
incur some little expense in constructing appliances suitable for keeping back 
obnoxious and poisonous matters, they would at once save themselves from the 
possibility of prosecution, and render their washings harmless. But before pro- 
ceedings are actually commenced such preventive measures are rarely taken. 
Appliances there are which would save the river and but lightly touch the manu- 
facturer’s pocket. 

We have already stated that the fouling of lakes and rivers is alarmingly on 
the increase, and that this pollution is even now carried on with impunity. The 
private polluter knows that the local authority connives at his transgression by 
doing likewise—‘‘I have thee on my hip,” says he, “and am safe. Our interests are 
identical, and we tacitly agree to remain as we are.” And this may be, in face of 
the fact that the burgesses have paid by their hardly-got earnings a hundred 
thousand pounds for a main sewage scheme, in order that the purity of their 
river might be for ever retained. ‘They drink their water, and it creates a fever 
thirst ; they have their supply, and with it typhoid germs. And thisat the price 
named! O, Legislation, what injustice is done in thy name ! 

That river pollution exists to the extent indicated is beyond question. And 
what is the result? Our once silver streams are in many cases the swift 
scavengers of all that is foul and filthy. The foam of the waterfalls now comes 
down black as ink, and life has gone from them. Many of the best streams 
have been depopulated of their pink-spotted denizens, and salmon and trout 
have disappeared from other rivers to the extent of fifty or a hundred per cent. 
The supply of fish food for the people from our inland waters is rendered quite 
impossible, and this may apply at no distant date to many of our finest lakes. 
It was stated some time ago that Windermere was nothing less than a gigantic 
cesspool, and although this was probably an exaggerated statement, it is well 
known that large quantities of sewage matters pour into this and some other of 
the neighbouring lakes. There is no reason why these large bodies of beautiful 
fresh water should not furnish salmon, trout, and char in abundance ; but the 
successful cultivation of these is not possible until absolute purity has been 
obtained. The greatest wholesale destroyer of fish life is the sediment thrown 
down from solution, and for the successful cultivation of fishes shingly beeches 
and pebble beds are as essential as pure water. 


Lately, however, the Salford corporation righily attempted to grapple with | 


the problem indicated above, and it isa healthy sign of the times that they have 
so far succeeded. The corporation asked that the Radcliff and Whitefield Local 
Boards should be restrained from causing sewage matter to flow into the Irwell. 
The position of the corporation was that it had spent £250,000 in cleaning the 
river through their own sewage scheme ; but that, in spite of this, it was still in 
a dangerous state to Salford. Under these circumstances, the corporation felt 
it imperatively incumbent upon it to call upon the local boards to 
do their part in cleaning the upper reaches of the. river. Before the 
merits of the cases were gone into, however, it was stated that the boards 
implicated had consented to an order being issued whereby their sewage might 
be so dealt with as to no longer cause the pollution of the river. The conditions 
under which this order was made were that defendants were to abstain from 
pouring sewage matter into the river ; that no additional mains be constructed ; 
and that two years be allowed for adopting and carrying out such processes 
(being the best practicable and available means) to render harmless the sewage 
matter falling into the river. Defendants were rightly saddled with costs, and, 
of course, the order obtained may be indefinitely extended if, at the end of two 
years, the Local Boards have not fulfilled their part of the contract. 

But as we have pointed out, the actual merits of the cases cited above were 
not gone into ; but if there be hope for the Irwell (probably the most polluted 
stream on the face of the earth), we need not despair for the rest of our 
rivers. Sufficient moral pressure wisely applied has so far gained the victory, 
so that the plight of the Lea, the Thames, and many a Northern stream are 
hardly past redemption. Of course, we cannot expect to see again the abundant 
life of the rich river banks—the birds, and flowers, and insects ; but, surely, 
we may yet hope that the teeming populations which live along our natural 
waterways may be allowed to do so without the constant fear of contracting 
epidemic diseases, or of being suffocated if they happen to fall into the Stygian 
filth. 
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SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
COMPETITION IN AID OF ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 


This society requests us to announce that ata meeting held at their club-house 
on Tuesday, October 11th, at which representatives of several clubs were present, 
it was resolved to hold an angling competition on December 18th, in the Slough 
Canal, tickets 1s, each, the whole of the proceeds to be devoted to the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Society. A large number of prizes, valued at over £15, are to be competed 
for, a list-.of which is appended ; but it is expected there will be a further addition 
before the competition takes place. It was further resolved that it should be a 
roving competition, one rod only to be used ; competitors to meet at Langley Station 
(G.W.R.) at 10a,m., and to reassemble at 4 p.m. at the North Star, Langley, to weigh 
in, All sizeab le fish (Thames standard) are weighable, with the exception of jack 
and eels, Any competitor failing to weigh in at the proper time to be disqualified. 
The prizes to be distributed on the Thursday following, at 7 p.m., at the 
club-house of the Sundial Angling Society, “The following gentlemen con- 
stitute the committee, with power to add to their numbers, namely :—Messrs. 
Pink and G, Eyans, Westbourne Park Angling Society ; Mr, Underwood, Ham- 
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mersmith United Angling Society; Messrs, French and Ducklin, Rifle 
Angling - Society; Messrs. Walford and Mayers, Queen’s Angling Society; 
Messrs, Palmer and Maxwell, Duke of Norfolk Angling Society ; Messrs. Harris, 
Young, Tippin, and Cox, Prince Arthur Angling Society ; Messrs, Howland and 
Hammond, Cobden Angling Society ; Messrs. Carter, Boxall, Parker, Pocock, and 
Wilson, Sundial Angling Society ; Messrs. Harris and J arvis, Marylebone Angling 
Society ; Messrs, Page and Brady, Hammersmith Angling Society ; chairman, Mr. 
Carter; treasurer, Mr. Pocock; hon, secretary, Mr. Wilson. List of prizes :—A 
general rod, by Barnard, given by Mr. H. Thompson, of the Westbourne Park Pisca- 
torial Society ; a 20ft. roach rod, value 10s, 6d., by Mr. Wilson, of the Sundial 
Angling Society ; a general rod, value 7s. 6d., by Mr. Parker, of the Sundial Angling 
Society ; a Nottingham reel and line, value 7s. 6d., by Mr. Carter, of the Sundial 
Angling Society ; a fishing-box, value 12s, 6d., by Mr. Walford, of the Queen’s 
Angling Society ; a general rod, by Barnard, value 10s, 6d., given by the Cobden 
Angling Society : a jack rod, value 10s. 6d., by the Marylebone Angling Society ; a 
coloured-glass drinking set, by Mr. Pink, of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial 
Society ; a handsome lamp, by Mr. Stevens, of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial 
Society ; a copper kettle, value 10s. 6d., by Mr. Pocock, of the Sun- 
dial Angling Society; an arm-chair, value 10s. 6d., by Mr. Taylor, 
of the Sundial Angling Society; a pair of carvers in case, value £1 ls., by 
Mr. Martin, of the Sundial Angling Society ; a case of birds, value 10s. 6d., by Mr. 
Osborne, of the Queen’s Angling Society ; half-gallon of brandy, by Mr. G. Evans, of 
the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society ; half-gallon of whisky, by Mr. Edwards, 
of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society ; half-gallon of old Tom, by Mr. Hawkin, 
of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society ; 10lb. ribs of best Scotch beef, by Mr. 
R, Lines, of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society ; the ingredients for a good 
Christmas pudding, by Mr. G. Pink, of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society ; 
two joints of meat, value £1 1s., by the Hammersmith United Angling Society ; a 
box of cigars, by Mr. G, Pink, of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society ; 15s, in 
cash, by the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society ; 10s. in cash, by the Prince Arthur 
Piscatorial Society ; 5s. in cash, by Mr. Ellis, of the Sundial Angling Society ; 5s. in 
cash, by Mr, May, of the Queen’s Angling Society ; 141b, beef, by Mr. Hocker, West- 
bourne Park Piscatorial Society ; box of cigars, by Mr.S. Gurney, Westbourne Park 
Piscatorial Society. The secretary, Mr. W. Wilson, on behalf of the committee, 
trusts the club anglers of London will on this occasion respond liberally to the cause 
of the Anglers Benevolent Society, either by presenting prizes or competing. Anglers 
holding tickets from either the Central or Anglers’ Association can compete. The 
following gentlemen will act as stewards :—Messrs. Evans, Thompson, and Oakley, 
Westbourne Park; Messrs. Beckett, Tibbatts, and Ghurney, Anglers’ Association ; 
Mr. Page, Independent Brothers ; Messrs. Jones and Bartlett, Rastern Piscatorials ; 
Messrs, Gray and Smith, Edmonton Angling Society ; Mr. Close, South Hackney ; 
Mr, Howland, Cobden; Mr. Thorling, St. John’s; Messrs. Jennings and Westerin, 
Boston Angling Society; Mr. Jarvis, Marylebone Angling Society ; Mr. Ducklin, 
Rifle Angling Society ; Messrs, Pocock and Wilson, Sundial Angling Society,— 
W. WILSON, hon, sec, 





THE BRAW FUSHER. 
A TWEED-SIDE LEGEND. 


Last May a braw fusher cam’ doon to the Tweed, 
An sair wi’ his boastin’ he deaved us ; 

He threaped he wad thin oot the hale fishy breed ; 
The deuce be wi'm to deceive us !—deceive us ! 
The deuce be wi’m to deceive us ! 


He’d a sax-guinea rod, an’ a grand silken line, 
Wi a volume to pita’ his flees in ; 

An’ leeze me his pirn, i’ the sun it wad shine, 
An’ heuks o’ a’ kinds beyont reason—’yont reason, 
An’ heuks o’ a’ kinds beyont reason. 


He stayed a fu’ week, an’ he fushed ilka day, 
Wi flee, worm, creeper, an’ mennon ; 

But cam’ back at e’en wi’ a face far fro’ gay, 
An’ a creel that had never a ane in—a ane in, 
An’ a creel that had never a ane in. 


As he couldna’ tak’ troots i’ the free Merton streams, 
He denied them for trootin’ at all worth ; 

Sae sent up his caird, wi’ a message, it seems, 
Beggin’ leave fro’ the noble Lord P—l—th—Lord P—|l—th, 
Beggin’ leave fro’ the noble Lord P—l—th. 


But spite a’ his “ license,” he never cam’ speed, 
Sae, hech sirs, his lug he'd a flee in ; 

He swore there was never a troot i’ the Tweed. 
The Lord forgi’e him for leein’ !—for leein’ ! 
The Lord forgi’e him for leein’! 


He cometh. 


His tackle, 


His want of 
success. 


His “leave.” 


His French 
leave. 


—Duwns Scotus. 





THE OLD WITHY POLLARD.—The tree we knew in our boyhood’s days, leaning 
slightly over the old stream, and beneath the shade of its “brushy” head the big 
mouthed chub delighted in early autumn evenings to watch for a wounded bluebottle 
or the smaller chafer dropping intothe stream, The fish would hardly look at your 
lobworm—maiden or married ; but only drop, almost as lightly as the fall of the 
thistledown, a good imitation of the Crane Fly or of the smaller bluebottle, and the 
bait would prove irresistible. I am thinking of an old pollard, still in lusty growth, 
in an arm of the Kennet proper, A brood of moorhens were bred some seasons 
among the reeds and blackheads, where a “full” snipe might now and then be 
flushed. In winter the big chub “fed” on a whole lob, minnow, pith, and some- 
times at a bunch of gentles. Years ago some anglers on the Kennet fished 
for the big “ rovers,’ and those who knew where the roach, &c., mostly 
congregated deigned not to “bait” the spots beforehand. But then earnest 
and devoted anglers were comparatively few in number, and the fish— 
unpampered with groundbait — bit freer when they were “on.” In 
flood time the old withy pollard formed a good “blind” beside which to wait in 
those magic five minutes when duck and mallard, pochard, and a party of teal 
came to feed in the watery meadows. See! some are coming. Remain motionless, 
anda fowl might fly right over your hiding-place. Fire quite a foot in front of 
her head, and “ splash ” is heard in the open flood, and your good dog soon Teturns 
with the plump duck, A second chance might perhaps be got if the “ flight” is 
not over, and you hear the snipe but cannot see them. In after years you dream of 
the misty “ gloaming,” see the “ quackers ” coming, and hear the quivering of their 
wings above the old pollard tree, leaning over the long-loved spot,—W. Fry. 


THE new serial stories which the Editor of Cassell’s Magazine has arranged to 
appear in the New Volume are “Monica: or, Stronger than Death,” by Evelyn 
Everett Green, author of “Torwood’s Trust,” and ‘By Misadventure,” by Frank 
Barrett, author of “ Hidden Gold.” Both will be commenced in the December 
Part. 


LLOWAY’S PILLS AND OINTMENT.—Vicissitudes of climate, exposure, and hardships tell 
heavily on soldiers and gailors, sowing the seeds of diseases which may ultimately break up the crm 
tution. Naturally careless of their healtb, a word in season may avert many evils, and may cause them 
to resort to timely measures without any difficulty or publicity. Holloway’s effectual remedies are so 
suitable, and are so easily adapted for the varied complaints to which our soldiers and sailors are 
liable, that a supply should always be obtained before proceeding abroad. It may with ppd ara we be 
stated that many a valuable life might have been saved, or confirmed cripple prevented from begging 
in the streets, if Holloway’s remedies had heen used in time. 
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LT salt oe, ona Sele 
THE WORSHIPFUL CHANCELLOR FERGUSON, OF CARLISLE, 
ON COCK-FIGHTING IN CUMBERLAND. 


Mr. FERGUSON’S lecture on cock-fighting, delivered a short time ago 
at a meeting of the Cumberland and Westmoreland Archeological 
Society at Ulverston, must have been a rare treat. After his hearers 
had been made aware that Mr. Ferguson knew a good deal more of 
the game in question than he ‘was willing to admit, the worthy 
Chancellor goes on to say that the artificial spurs, instead of being 
the means of inflicting cruel wounds on the birds, are more humane 
weapons than the natural spur. The former inflict clean wounds, 
which heal.in three. or four days, whereas the natural spur. bruises, and causes a 
lingering death. .The gamecock’s ‘habit of seizing his adversary by the hackle is 
the reason why it was always stipulated that cocks .were to fight: “owith a fair 
hackle ”—that is, it must-not be so trimmed away so. as to. afford no hold:, 

Cock-fighting was made a misdemeanour in 1835, but:it was hard to'kill.; A 
main was fought at Raffles in 1842, and another at Dandie Dinmont—an old- 
fashioned tavern a few miles from ‘Carlisle, on the road to Longtown—in 1846. 
‘A coach and pair took, the sportsmen from Carlisle to witness the latter 
battle, Dick the Daisy ” being one of the “setters” on the occasion. Within 
the last ten years, Mr. Ferguson states, a gentleman in Carlisle (now dead) kept 
his cocks in a sodded attic in his honse andfought them within the city ; while 
-n Newcastle a well-known knight, alderman, and magistrate, who died in 1871, | 
had a cock-pit at the back of his house, where frequent fights took place, and 
one of my Lords, the Queen’s Justices,’ was @ frequent spectator. ‘Cock- 
fighting,” adds the. Chancellor, “ goes on to this day to.2 great extent in ithe 

-Northern Counties, but I must not say where.” A local patron of the sport in 

“the time of Dick Bailey has furnished Mr. Ferguson‘with some interesting par- 
ticulars of the training of cocks forbattle,” In a ‘letter, dated April this year, 
he says :— geig? Soma 

a these cocks were taken from their walks, say, to-day—Friday—and 
fought about Monday or Tuesday week ; say the cock was Slb. weight, or a little 
under, at the time he was taken up, he would fight 4lb, 4oz. or.so. On the first day 
part of their training was to cut a little off their wings and tail, give then senna 
tea to drink until, say, Tuesday ; cut their-spurs short; and spar them every. day 
with small boxing-gloves tied on their heels. On Tuesday. they got. their medi- 
cine—the very best ‘Turkey rhubarb»and magnesia—about the thickness of your 
first finger—in fact, more than would operate ‘on you and me; ‘nextday, senna 
tea again and sparring. “They get very much reduced by Friday—all the fat out 
of them. After that they give them new. milk and bread made of eggs, loaf 
sugar, &c.—in fact, everything that is good, the very best barley, and so 
on. You would be astonished how they’throve each day after. For the old 
cock-pit, they used to feed at different public-houses. One was in Pack Horse- 
lane ; another in the Castle-lane—in fact, all the lanes in English-street, Carl- 
isle. They fought single battles for £5 or £10, and what they called four mains 
—that is, four cocks—of ¢ourse’the winner had to get two battles.” 

“Tn Cumberland thé‘old connection between education and cock-fighting is 
not wholly severed,” remarked Mr. Ferguson, in concluding his interesting dis- 
course, ‘Che seal of the Dalston School Board displays.a fighting cock—a 
Dalston “‘ Black Reed”; but’ they haye omitted. the yinging motto, “ While 
live I crow.” aor er ais PORE: G. 
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JEMMY TADGER “IN' “TROUBLE AGAIN. 


JeEMMY TADGER’S fishing excursions with. Bill. Breedon seem bound, 
to end ina catastrophe of some description or another.” I met Jemmy; 
the other morning. wearing,.a .most woe-begone aspect, and also’ 
exhibiting a severe. blackened‘ contusion under his left optic, and! 
which he informed me, in: confidence; was the gratuitous gift of the 
aforesaid Bill, bestowed: under the circumstances detailed to me by 
Jemmy, as follows : 

“Me and Bill went perch-fishing last Friday, and all the bait we had was two 
minnows between us ;-we -fished. about. an half an. hour, and I caught a perch 
with my minnow, but Bill didn't get.a blooming bite.. Well, I cut my perch’s 
back fin off, hooked him with a big hook, got a bung for a float, went over to 
the other side to some sedges where I knew of a-certain find for a jack, and 
slung him in; and then, hang me! if he didn’t slip straight over to the other 
side, and gobble up Bill’s minnow before I could pull him back and prevent it. 
And then Bill came over and gave me such a licking, because, he said, my perch 
sneaked his minnow, and I ought to have been more careful, and looked after 
him better. And,” he added, mournfully, ‘‘I don’t. think I'll go fishing any 
more with Bill Breedon—I’m so unlucky !” ee JOHNNY CHAT. 











POEMS OF “FRANK FORESTER 
(HENRY WILLIAM HERBERT). 


ADMIRERS of the writings of. Frank Forester may be glad. to know 
that Mr. Morgan Herbert is. preparing a-finely illustrated memorial 
volume, dedicated to the Right Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon. Only 
250 copies of this edition will be issued.’ The signature of each 
subscriber will be appended. Price, six dollars. Address orders 
to Morgan Herbert, care of John Wiley and Sons, or A. L. Luysier, 
-98, Nassau-street, N.Y. City. English orders may be:sent to Triibner 
‘and Co., 57, Ludgate-hill, London. i 
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““KENNARD’S” IMPROVED BAIT “ADVERTISER?” 


TIS bait, which has met. with a-large: sale, has lately been greatly 
improved. It is now mounted with a ‘brass swivel anda special 
twisted silver wire, a single strand of which is said to be capable of 
taking. a.\dead strain of from; 151b. to.25lb,..The, arming. of the 
spinner has also. been much) improved, ,. The pike size has a large 
round bend, tied’-on in the:usual way, -but-hasvalso a turned-back 
eye, in which is inserted-the eye ofa flying: treble ‘hook, » The smaller sizes 
ae an additional hook;brazed on, at'the head’ of ‘shank to:keep the bait from 
slipping. ho 
Anglers requiring a really good bait, which is also cheap and durable, are 
strongly recommended to try this., Besides trout, perch, pike, chub, &c., this 
spinner is also a good bait for «bass, mackerel, pollack, and. other sea-fish, 
_“ Kennard’s Improved Bait Advertiser”’can be had’in different sizes at 8d., 10d. 
and is. each, post.free, from. Mr, Arthur Benn, Longside, vid Aberdeen. In 
ordering, anglers should always state Lorwwhatefigh required) oo 2 ote mee 


THE FISHING GAZETTE, 





Nov. 26, 1887. 


DEATH OF A LADY ANGLER. 
VERY many of our readers will join us in expressing Sympathy with 
that fine old angler, Mr. T. R. Sachs, of the Piscatorial Society, and 
his family, in the loss they have recently sustained. by the death of 
Miss Florence Sachs, which took place at Deal on Nov. 7, at the early 
age of 24. wm parr g Pag 

a has been recorded that Miss Florence Sachs was a skilful angler. When 
only 9 or 10 years old she won two prizes for trout-fishing, presented to the 
Piscatorial Society ‘by ‘Captain Dawson, ‘consisting “of Dresden china figures 
The first prize was £3-3s.in value, the second £4 4s. The cast of three trout, 
weighing 41b., taken ina triangular form by the late Frank Buckland, an 
engraving of which‘ornaments the cover ‘of his last book, gained medals and 
diplomas from the Paris Exhibition, 1875, the Aquarium, Westminster, 1877, 
and the “ Fisheries” of 1883. These three trout were a portion of sixteen brace 
taken in one day by Miss Florence Sachs and her father at Whitchurch, fly- 
fishing. -The anglers were fishing a mill tail where only one could fish at atime, 
so that they took it in turn to fish and land each other's fish, The catch was 
duly weighed-in at the Piscatorial Society. red ak e4 
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WORCESTERSHIRE ANGLERS AND MR, LACROIX, . 
’ PRESENTATION AT KIDDERMINSTER, : 


On Tuesday evening, the 15th inst., a handsome presentation. was made to Mr. 
Andrew Lacroix, of Worcester, by the members of the various: angling societies in 
Worcestershire, in recognition of the valuable services he has rendered to,anglers as 
the hon. secretary of the Worcestershire Amalgamated Angling Societies, and of the 
part he has taken with regard to the small-mesh net licenses. The presentation 
took place at the Worcester Cross Inn, Kidderminster, in the presence of a consider- 
able number of anglers of the district. ve aes ; ; 

For several years past there has been a controversy with regard to the use of the 
small-mesh net, which it was contended was destroying the sport ofanglers. Seeing 
that the licenses for these nets did not exceed £40 per year, while those taken out 
py the anglers for the district over which the Severn Conservators ‘have control 
amounted to £400, it was felt that something should be done to protect the interests 
of anglers ; and largely through the efforts of Mr. Lacroix the use of the small- 
mesh net has been abolished along the Severn and its tributaries, Of course, in 
this important work Mr, Lacroix was well supported by the angling societies of 
Worcestershire, and anglers have now the free run of the river for their sport. 
Some time ago the labours of Mr, Lacroix were mentioned by Mr. Earp, of the 
United Brothers’ Angling Society, and it was decided to suitably recognise his 
services, A small committee was formed, and Mr. M,. Hirst, formerly of Kidder- 
minster, now of Birmingham, undertook the office of hon. secretary to the testi- 
monial fund. Subscriptions have been received from members ‘of all the angling 
societies in the county, as well as other gentlemen, and the presentation took the 
form of an illuminated address in a morocco album, together with a purse of gold, 
The illumination of the address was the work of Mr. Hirst, and reflects much credit 
upon his artistic taste and ability. “The address reads as follows :— .. 


“To Mr. Andrew Lacreix, hon, sec. of the Amalgamated Angling Societies of 
Worcestershire, 1887. Sir,—We, the anglers of Worcestershire, beg your accept- 
ance of this address, together with a purse of gold, asa small tribute of the respect 
and esteem which we owe to you for your energetic and noble services to us for 
several years past. We can assure you that we shall be ever grateful, to you for 
your efforts, and that you may live long in our memory asa ‘tried and true worker 
in our cause. Signed, on behalf of the anglers, Frederick Corbett (president), W. 
Holland (Mayor of Worcester), Thos. Williams,: * Good Intent” Angling Society ; 
James Redding, United Brothers’ Angling Society; B, Smith, Worcester Amateur 
Angling Association ; M. Hirst, hon. sec. to the Testimonial Fund,” ” Tm ea ee 

Mr. Earp, hon, sec. of the United Brothers’ Society, occupied the chair, and Mr, 
Williams, of the Good Intent Society, was voted to the vice-chair. ‘The presenta- 
tion was made amid loud applause by Mr. Earp, who recognised in a capital speech 
the efforts made by Mr. Lacroix on behalf of the’ Worcestershire anglers, - They 
could not repay by any testimonial the services he had rendered threat es ' 

The hon, secretary read several letters of apology: from gentiemen ‘unable to: be 
present, including one-from Mr, Frederick Corbett, who bore testimony to the great 
ability, time, and labour which Mr, Lacroix’ had devoted to- the cause of angling, 
and said no testimonial was ever more thoroughly deserved, oS). (640 Soy © 
Mr. Lacroix, who was loudly cheered on rising to reply, thanked the:subsctibers 
for their much-valued gift. He was an enthusiastic angler, and therefore felt 
deeply interested in everything connected with the sport,. He was glad that they 
had been successful in their efforts to get the small-mesh nets abolished ; but there 
were many. other questions which required attention, They would have to per- 
severe until they secured some railway privileges for their members, — He alluded 
to the conference which was recently held in Birmingham, at which it was decided 
to establish a provincial association, and felt sure that such an association would be 
of great usefulness, He paid a warm tribute to the memory of the late Mr. Randle 
Buck, and said the anglers of the county had lost a true and ‘active friend in the 
death of that’gentleman. Mr, Lacroix contended that some movement should be 
set on foot to obtain an amendment of the Salmon and Freshwater Fishery Acts, 
so that anglers could be directly represented on the Severn Fishery Board in the 
same way as the net-fishermen were represented. They must agitate the.question 
and bring influence to. bear upon their respective Members of Parliament. Of 
course, when these Acts were passed it was not for one moment supposed that 
anglers would have become such a numerous body, and it was only fair that such a 
large body of men should be adequately represented on the Board. Mr. Lacroix 
referred to the labours of Mr, F. Corbett and other gentlemen on behalf of anglers, 
and, alluding to an incidental remark as to his nationality, the speaker said he was 
a Belgian by birth; spent many years’in France, left there at the outbreak of the 
Franco-German war in 1870, and could now say with delight that England was his 
“ second mother” country. ivr » OF | eee ° 

The health of Mr. Hirst, with thanks for his services, were given, and Mr, Hirst 
briefly replied. The evening was spent in a harmonious manner, it 
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A CHUB CHOKED BY AN EEL.—On Saturday, as two young men of St. Neots 
named Clarke and Thorley, were walking beside the Ouse, below the “ Stanch ” at 
Little Paxton, they found a chub alongside the bank in very shallow water, and by 
its appearance the fish had only recently died. It was evident, by the position of 
an eel which was found in’ the mouth ‘of the chub, that they had caused each other’s 
death, for the eel was completely ‘encased in the chub’s mouth and throat, except 
the tail, which projected out of one of the’ gills of the chub about an-inch and a 
half.’ The €él was so fixed that it could not escape, and as the chub could not | 
swallow the eel, both ‘came to grief. “The éel was about 15in. long and lin. thick. 
The chub was a very fife fish, weighing nearly 6lb, “It is now being preserved by 
Mr, John Wright, naturalist, of Cambridge-street, ~~” “ a er gh geal har ¢ pi 

\ PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—What is more comforting in cold and damp weather than © Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficial to the weak and aged than this ‘wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men? ‘What do-sportsmen and travellers fad more sustaining than a 
flask of this unyivalled liqueur-and for whomastronger quality (“{Sportsman’s”) isiprepared ? Beware 
of imitations, . Observe oww-branded corks and capsules... Sold -by Wine Merchants, and by, Thomas 
sab cad bah Ait Genoa Rosa pe Hy A 
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W. WOODFIELD & SONS, _ 
EASEMORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITGH. 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 
(TWIST 





SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL 


As these are ‘the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cantioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks” without our name on are not genuine, 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes, 


J. BERNARD AND. SON, 
_ 9, CHURCH PLAGE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, SwW., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TASKLE, 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


atent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS.’ 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNER’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


PIKE FISHING. 


“As an intimation that it is qnite time to look up tackle for pike-fishing, Mr. E.§. Shrubsole, of 
15, Medway-street, Maidstone (whose trout, dace, and chub flies give so much satisfaction), sends us 
samples of his ‘Jardine’ snap-tackle for live baits. Having taken on this tackle hundreds of pike 
from 6lb. to 26lb. in weight, we are quite satisied that the ‘Jardin’ snap-tackle is the best that can 
be used, Mr. Shrubsole’s pattern of it is correctly made with the smaller hook for attaching the 
vaekle to the bait. He sells them on silvered, brass, or copper gimp, at 349. each. We wish he would 
Stain the gimp a dark colour, Mr. Shrubsole sella a capital spoon bait mounted on gimp with swivel 
and triangle for 1s. He has promised to use solid brass rings in place of the steel split-rings, which 
soon rust and smash when a good fish strikes the bait. We have repeatedly pointed out the folly of 
using these steel split rings, especially in salt or brackish water. The rust gets into tha split in the 
ring, and thus attacks it inside and out; a split ring is only half as strong as it looks, and should 
never be used in mounting fishing baits. Mr. Shrubsole sells a well-made ‘ Co orado’ tassel bait at 
1s.3d. We have pointed out to him that if the tassel is made of feather from a white duck, dyed 
scarlet, it looks better than red woo), dries much quicker, and there is consequently less liability to rust 
the triangle—a rusty hook is often worse than uselets, as it breaks down just when you want $s help 
most. Mr, S.also sends some improved Chapman spinners, Thamea flights, &c. He is an enthifsiastic 
angler himself, and is always glad to give any information in his power.”—FISHING GAZET'RW. 


ANY DESCRIPTION OF PIKE TACKLE MADE TO ORDER. 
HARDY’S .CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 


BUILT CANE 
| RODS 


With and Without Steel Centres, 


From 3 Guineas each. 


ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 


BEWARE OF IMITA- 















After cementing. 


Before cementing, 
Awarded 27 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 1881. 
TIONS, claiming to be the seme thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” advertised by pretended manufac- 
tursrs. BIGNIFICANT FACT.—Wo were awarded THE ONLY GOLD MEDAL for 
Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for Bat Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great Fisheries Exhibition, 


London, ‘83. 


The Improved “Invincible” Fishing Brogue. 


eos Proprietors- HARDY BROTHERS. 
IG Le 


Only Medal at the “ Inventions’ Hxhibition, 1885. The Gold Medal, Liverpool, 1886. 

























































































Price 238. ber Pair. € 


Send length and shape of foot (withont < 
boots) marked on a piece of Paper. 


These are without doubt the lightest, most durable, and comfortable Brogues 
made. They are made from special (oak bark) tanned russet-hide. ‘The soles are 
sewn to the uppers with leather, and the square-headed hobs are put through the 
sole and riveted into copper washers (as ehown in Fig. 1), before the sole is put on, 
so that it is almost impossible for a nail to draw ; and as the nails do not work loose, 
and have no points, they neyer come through the boot and injure the waders, not 
to mention the foot. -They require no oil or grease. 


Send for Illustrated Catalogue, Post Vree, 3 stamps. 96 pages, over 100 Dlustrations, 


hardyBros.s-<Alnwick, Northumberland 
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W: BARTLEET & SONS. 
ABBEY MILLS, 421%) pH)DITCH. 


MANUFACTURERS or 
TESTED FISH HOOKS. 
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FISHING: HOOK 
RUST-PROOFED. 
LIMERICK and SNEOK BENT. 


Fishing Rods, Reels, Lines, and Tackle of every Description. 
SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & Trout Rods 


Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 58, GRESHAM STREET, H.C. 


London Wholesale Agent for Malloch’s Patent Casting and other Reels and Gaffs 





“ By far the Best Spinner we have yet seen.” FISHING GAZETTH, Sept. 25th. 


THE ECLIPSE PATENT (12,184). 








OVER. 1,000 NOW IN USE. 
Will Spin Live or Dead Baits, natural or artificial. Price 2s. Can be had through 
any respectable Shopkeepex in the United Kingdom, 


Wholesale only from the Patentee, 


ALFRED MORRISS, Artificial Bait & Insect Manufacturer, 
MARSTON WORKS, REDDITCH. 
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THE “ETON” TACKLE CASE. 
(A HANDSOME PRESENT) 


Fiited Complete as Illustrated, Post Free, 20s. < 
Plain, 8-inch by 4-inch, to hold Six Needles and Two Disgorgers, 8s. each. 


B AMBRIDGE, Manufacturer, ETON-ON-THAMES. [Established 1790, 


Smoking Rendered a Harmless Indulge 
ENGLISH’S PATENT, 


THE ONLY PIPE GUARANTEED TO REMAIN DRY WHILE SMOK . 
The MOUTHPIRCE of this Pipe is made on an entire'y New and Scientific Principle, which HAS 
BEEN SEVERKLY T&STED, and it is found that the juice or nicotine CANNOT by «any possible 
means be drawn into the mouth—a luxury hitherto unknown. 
IT IS. RECOMMENDED BY EMINENT MEDICAL MEN 
Price 1s. 64.; free by Post, 1s. 8d, from the Patentee— 


ADDISON- VILLAS, NOTTiNGHAM. 
AGENTS WANTED. 








Nice. 
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THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 
J. W. MARTIN, 


The “Trent Otter,” 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


Manufacturer of Firat-class FISHING GOODS for all Parts of tho Worid 
Pike aud other Rods of splendid quality, carefully tested and finished, from ¢s 
Pike Tackle of the most approved make, best quality 









and get the Beal and Obsapost Fishing Gods 
oT ADDRESS AS ABOVE 
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THE NEW “ACME’ LINES 


mpeitioxa« ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 




















: Authorities. 
rol “ P EE - 
Brae ators carr SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 
Sit cendiaeaaeee Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIRLD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under astrong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the ImpROVED ‘AcMn’ LINE lastseason and this, The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


: Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without 
| Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price in the market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRE 


SS. 
D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


‘cooper cooper @co.|HOWIRTOUN FISHERY, 


SELL the FINEST TK A the World Produces STIRLING, N.B. 


aeit 3s. mee CNUINE SEND FOR PRICE LIST OF 
Magnificent THAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 


Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. Ova, Fry, Yearling, and Two-Year-Old Fario 


Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. Levenensis and Fontinalis, to 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, F.C. ; 35, STRAND near Charing meee GUY secretar Y 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21. WESTBOURNE ) ) 
GROVE, W.; 834, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C., LONDON. HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLIN G, N.B. 


ANDERS WATERPROOFS. 














6 fa Coat THE ARMY REGULATION Improved Riding & Huot- LIVERY SERVANTS’ WATER- 
anley vddt. ing Waterproof. PROOFS & DRIVING RUGS, 
ET UNDER WATE RPROOF Complete with LEGGINGS AND VALISE, ~ Bs va a 
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THE MOST USEFUI, HEALTHY, AND DJRABLE 
WATERPROOF GARMENT 














‘) H i! i LL - 
t i | ES. 
SS ll These Capes are cut very full in the skirt, so as to fall 

4 over the k iee apron iu front and back rail behind. 


DRIVING CAPE WITH TALMA SLERV. 





For all-round Purposes, 





Made 33, 35, and 87in. long. Prices for Good Quality Drab Rubber. 

Wea'so make a Coat wihtle PRICES FOR RELIABLE QUALITY. Prices Complete for Stock Sizes. 4 42 44 46 inches long. 
Cape Detachable. Ventilateu Made of Double Texture Gossamer.. 503. Od. To fit 5fc.5ia, 5ft.7in. 5ft 9in., 5ft. lin. men, 
under arms. 48, 59, 52, 54, 56in. long. Made of Super Tweed to Check Lining 65s. (d. |= / its iz 

aia 3 Separa‘ely. FOOTMENS AND GROOMS’ COATS. 

Very Jarge and Choice Bale | vitae ¢ came ee COLTS! Diy eee 3s, and 47s. 6d. 48 Bn 54 56in. long. 
tion. 3 Patterns an rices on bit. din, 5{t. 7in., 5ft.9in, 5ft.1llin.  6ft. lin. THIGH KNEE LEGGINGS, 12s. 6d. & 172. GJ. To fit 5{t. 5iu. 5ft. 7in. 5ft. Gin, 5ft. 1lin, 6ft. lin. men. 
application. 44s, 6d. 463. 47s. 6d. 49s, 50s. 6d. SADDLE VALISHS ......+0+- 43, to 7s. 25/- /6 28/- 29/6 i 

WHEN ORDERING, SIATE HEIGHT AND SIZ# ROUND CHEST. 5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT FOR CASH. 

& Ae oe as 4 & ” ; 
ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON EN ieTORIA ‘STREET, LOND 

ani Be 5 B 
ie ; ; y 37, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.¢. 

or 


3: BOW ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 
THE SUN NOTTINGHAM WINCH, 


With ADJUSTABLE CHECK. 


NEW COLLAPSING LINE DRIER. 


Regd. No. 79,016. 





IN USE, 





CLOSED. 


Tkese Winches are made with a metal rim 
on the inside of back plate, and also metal 
inner revolving plate, which prevents all 


A machine for effectually drying lines when wet 
Made so that the air passes freely through to every 
portion of the line, and so dries and preserves it. 
possibility of warping or sticking, without Each winder is fitted with a screw clamp, so that 
adding any perceptible weight. it may be screwed to any table. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ” Putney. 
45 h Hammersmith, 
50 . Barnes, 
Add 55 y Kew. 
75 _ Richmond, 
80 7) Twickenham, 
85 ‘ Teddington, = 


Example :—lf it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates ox retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, November 26 5 asc 11.11 Ss APE 11.39 
Sunday, as 27 owe ASS 12.0 ee eee 12.3 

fonday, 5 28 oe eee 12.25 eat oe 12.44 
Tuesday, : 29 wee wee 1.2 sae eee 1.21 
Wednesday, Pe 30 see as 1.38 eee wes 1.55 
Thursday, December 1 see oes 2.11 ise eee 2.28 
Friday, " 2 G wee 2.44 nee fee 3.0 


QS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
a eerste renee tc erernrneipeeereeerentrreieeenieenens 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Ketier-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

As may naturally be expected from the weather we have had recently, the returns 
of angling are scanty and brief, but the water in the upper districts has not much 
changed. In the tidal portion the water is rising and very much discoloured, and 
fishing is anything but brisk. ‘There are plenty of reports about the otters. River- 
keeper Drewe, who, with Palmer Scott, has been constantly watching the portion 
of river between Hampton and Weybridge, writes :—‘‘I am sorry to say we have a 
troublesome enemy at Sunbury in the shape of an otter ; we have tried all ways to 
trap him—we have had a trap set for over a week. My dog disturbed one at 
Walton Sale last Thursday night, and we tracked it down to the backwater at 
Sunbury. We have set the trap to-day where we can see his last run, and Scott 
and myself intend to have him if we can.” Charles Hone, of Staines, very 
nearly succeeded in capturing an otter the other day in one of the traps belong- 
ing to the T.A.P.S. It left some of its fur in the trap and then escaped. 
This is generally considered the best time of the year for getting good roach at 
Richmond and Twickenham. Years ago it was always remarkable for the 
character of roach-fishing, and the fish all running very fine and large. Some fine 
roach have been taken at 'l'wickenham ; but it was those over 11b, each that some of 
the old anglers will remember used to be taken, 





ANGLING RESULTS. : 

RICHMOND. — Christopher Brown, in three days, 29lb. weight of roach and 
dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—John Coxen, jun., in one day, five dozen of roack and dace, 
George Coxen, in two days, 21lb. and a couple of bream. R, Coxen, in two days, 
15lb. J. Dobbin. in one day, 161b. John Frost, in four days, 601b. John Spong, 
in half a day, with Mr. John Shinn and Mr, Oxford, 18lb. of roach, twelve of them 
weighing over three-quarters of a pound each, and in two other days, 36lb, H, 
Spiers, in one day, 91b., and F, Wiggins, in one and a half days, 211b. 


TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in one day, five dozen of dace; Benjamin Stevens, 
in two days, three jack, three bream, and one dozen of dace ; and W. McBride, in 
one day, five bream, 

Kin@ston.—A gentleman, fishing in a private boat, three dozen of fine roach, and 
another gentleman two and a half dozen. 

Hampton Court.—William Milbourne, in one day, four jack, and another day a 
similar number, the largest 5lb. 

HAmpton.—James Langshaw, a jack of 3lb. 

SunBury.—Edward Clarke, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace, and six 
brace of perch. 

WALTON.—H, Searle, in one day, one brace of jack. 

WEYBRIDGE,—W. Bristowe, with H. Curr, in one day, three jack, which were 
all put back again. 

STAINES,—John Keene, jun., in two days, five dozen cf roach, 


UPPER THAMES. 


Yet again almost a blank to record on the upper portions of the river ; not because 
the river is not in good angling trim, or the fish not on the feed, but because London 
patrons of the gentle art will not be tempted to come down, and are just now as rare 
on the river as black swaus. The professionals will have to join the great “ unem- 
ployed” fraternity, and hold a meeting in Trafalgar-square to get their hard lines re- 
dressed. Aston,—A visitor in the village, three jack of small calibre. Medmenham.— 
Bob Young, with patron, three dozen chub, all had with gentles, except a 4-pounder, 
which fell into the greave diet. Hurley.—Mr. King, 10lb. roach ; Mr. Goodyer, 3lb. 
of ditto ; and other roach-polers fair sport with perch and chub. Mr. Rodwell has 
again returned as the boniface of Ye Old Bell, and will be glad to see his old angling 
visitors well on the feed in his dog-ironed and cosy hostelry. Thursday night.— 
River in prime order; weeds departed this life ; roach and chub best on the move. 
Weather raw cold, but without wind or fog.—MARLOW Buzz, 


Thames (Datchet). 


The water in the best of order, and it is some years since we have had such an 
autumn to get at them, as nine seasons out of ten we get a flood long before this ; 
but still, anglers are scarce, and always are in the winter. I went out this after- 
noon to try the jack; had six runs, landed three—viz., 91b., 6lb., and one nearly 
41b. If we getno more rain to make the water thick, I anticipate good sport. I 
was out with a patron on the 20th inst.—four chub and five dozen dace. What a fine 
chance there was for a bit of chub and jack-fishing last week while the frost lasted ; 
but no one availed themselves of it.—G. LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Goring). 
The water is in good order for all sorts of fishing, especially for roach. Have been 
out to-day perch-fishing ; they bite very well, but they run small, Hope to try 
the jack soon ; they ought to come on now.—JOHN Rusu, Nov, 23, 


Thames (Windsor). ¢ 

Those anglers who do not mind the cold will find a good water flowing in the 
Thames for chub and perch-fishing. Jack also are worth trying, but a flood is much 
needed to clear the river of weeds and rubbish. The @nly items worthy of notice 
since my last are three chub of 131b., 341b., and 331b., taken by Mr. Brodie, of the 
Walworth Waltonians, out with James Gray on the 18th inst., one of the most 
unpleasant days we have had this winter. Mr. H. Manning, of Windsor, has also 
been braving the elements, and taking several jack, largest a nice-conditioned fish 
of 6$1b,—B, R, BAMBRIDGE, Noy, 23. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


The frost and snow have gone, but it remains too cold for any but the most 
ardent to angle, though the situation is very favourable for pike-fishing, the waters 
being beautifully clear. I am glad to say the first consignment of 200 tench will go 
into the river to-morrow (Friday). A deputation from Hull, with Mr, Greensmith 


“at the head of the same, and a contingent of Brigg contributors, including Messrs, 


Whiteside and Atkinson, have arranged to meet the fish about noon. A boat and 
two horses have been chartered by Mr. Whiteside to convey the party (about 15) up 
the river. The fish will probably be turned out in two lots of 100 each. The foot 
of Lading Beck is deemed a suitable place for one lot, and either a little higher or 
lower for the second. Having seen these fish, I can certify that they are a very 
prime sample, and in the very pink of condition. Iam sure they will give satisfac- 
tion. It is hoped that if any are caught during the present season they will be 
promptly returned, as they are all spawning fish, and should be left to replenish the 
waters, As food is very abundant, there is no reason why these fish should not 
grow to the weight of 4 or 5lb. I don’t think many will be caught again this year, 
as tench are very susceptible of cold, and go into the mud in winter ; but they bite 
wellduring the warm months of June, July,and August. It is hoped that this beginning 
will induce the slow ones to move a little in the matter of subscriptions, as the 
water is so extensive the placing of a few hundreds, or even thousands, of fish is 
like a drop ina bucket. Iam sorry to say the Sheffield anglers have contributed 
very badly, only 10s. 6d. being as yet received from one individual. A further con- 
signment will, I think, be placed next week or the week following.—THOMAS 


Forp, Nov. 24. 
Chichester. 


Variety may be charming ; but to anglers the sudden changes of weather during 
the past week have been far from acceptable, My report of last week stated the 
Rother was in excellent trim ; but the break-up of frost and heavy rains on Friday 
and Saturday soon altered the aspect of the water, causing disappointment to many 
who journeyed thither in the hope of a good day’s sport. Mr. Willison, the 
courteous proprietor of the Three Moles, will always reply to letters or wires re- 
specting state of water, and save anglers a useless journey. The tidal rivers are 
much clouded, and but little has been done. Before Friday’s rain, chub and roach 
were giving sport in the upper reaches of the Ouse ; but now we must wait awhile 
before we can hope to get remunerative angling, Chichester Canal is in fair order, 
but fish are not feeding well. The weather this (Thursday) evening is dull, with 
indication of rain—GEORGE F’, SALTER. 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

The inclement weather of the past four or five days has prohibited anything 
being attempted almost in the way of angling operations. We have had damp, 
dismal, foggy days, and these are the worst possible for any and every kind or mode 
of fishing, A descending cloud is good undoubtedly for sport; but an ascending 
one has the very opposite effect. We had one or two fine and frosty days the latter 
part of last week. Several rods were on the lower lengths of the river; but we 
have not heard of anything heavy being done either amongst grayling or pike.— 
Foster Bros,, Ashbourne, 

Ilfracombe. : 

Sea-fishing.—During the early part of the week those fishing with ground line 
had some good catches of cod andconger. ‘The drift boats have caught but very 
few herrings. The weather for several days has been against all fishing. To-day 
(Thursday) a change in the weather; all boats out; some good fishing may be 
expected. Rod and line fishers’ report : Small fish plentiful along the shore. Wind 


N.E.—E. ComMer. 
Idle (Notts). 
With the return of finer weather it was to be anticipated that more work would 


have been done on these waters; but if it has, reports have yet to come 1n. Pike 
are here and there sought for on the river, and but for a few bait fishers who have 
been after small roach, the other fish are neglected. The ponds of the district are 
most patronised, and now that the weeds have disappeared, Pebley has been utilised, 


THE 






from the fact that a few big pike are yet in the water. A pike of -211b, was-a few 
days ago taken in some water at Langold,—.., Nov. 23. ; 


Lake District. : 

Thursday Night: Rivers and lakes are still very low, and spawning proceeds 
slowly. Many of the larger fish are on the “redds” in the main river ; but. the 
majority of smaller ones have not yet run. A good number of large salmon are 
lying in Levens Park, in the Kent, and only a single fish has yet been found which 
has shown trace of disease: Thousands of char still occupy the quieter bays in 
Windermere, and great numbers have this year made up the Troutbeck. The char 
generally would seem to have taken up their. present position on account of their 
old haunts having been cleaned out and ridded of cover. ‘This has been done in 
several places in the district, and has always proved detrimental to the fish, whether 
salmon, trout, or char,—HPHEMERA. 

Lea (Tottenham). ; 

Very few anglers have been down the last fortnight ; consequently I have little to 
report. Mr. Creffield, on Wednesday last, when spinning the lower pool for jack 
with a dead bait on a Pennell flight, hooked one of the wily old carp by the tail, 
and succeeded in landing it. It measured just 2ft. in length, and turned the scale 
at 7lb. 7oz. A jack weighing 101b. 90z. was captured on the nayigable river near 
Page’s Lock, on Saturday last, Water in splendid order.—HACKLES RED, 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is very bright now, and no roach have been taken. A few nice perch 
have been taken, and they are on the feed now. They are taken with red worms or 
brandlings. One jack, about 6lb. There are plenty of fish in the river, The water 
is too bright,—WM, CowELL, Noy. 24. 

Leicester, 

Present indications would point toa severe winter. There was a slight break in 
the sharp wintry weather at the middle of the week ; but at the time of writing 
—late on Thursday night—the weather is as severe as ever, another hard frost 
haying set in. It is over a century since the weather was severe enough to allow of 
skating at so early a period as has been the case this year, and even last month it 
was on many of the ponds in the district. ‘Frozen out,” has been the general cry of 
anglers this week ; the brook at Aylestone being the only place available for fishing, 
the canal being completely frozen over. The sharp stream in the brook kept. the 
water free from ice, and the few anglers out ‘were trying their luck for pike, and 
chub; but the sport was only moderate. A good many of the professional fraternity 
have been busily engaged bait-catching, this being a most profitable occupation. 
Not much has been done lately at the waters in the district, owing to the rivers 
being frozen over. The only item that came under notice was a couple of brace 
taken by Mr. Hardy, the secretary of the Leicester Angling Society, on Thursday.— 


ALERT, 
Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


The weather is very unsettled and most trying to anglers. Although the water is 
in excellent condition for fishing, there has been very little for me to record. this 
week. The cause has not been through the weather, but'simply anglers have not 
cared to face it, with the exception of a take of perch by Mr, Weller, of London, 
who succeeded in getting some splendid fish, fourteen, in number, one weighing 
2b, 30z.; the total weight o@the day’s sport with chub and roach, 251b. I have also 
to say Messrs. James and Duke, of Finsbury, bagged thirteen jack, which were put 
back, with the exception of three, all being sizeable, but were not wanted; and Mr. 
James threw them back, from my house, I may add,if gentlemen were to carry 
out that rule, our rivers would be in better condition for the angler, for I find from 
experience many gentlemen do not care to give {their fish to poor people, but are 
quite satisfied to catch them and let them rot, I say much better put them back.— 
A, C, CRITCHFIELD, 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 


The keen frost which has prevailed during the past week has proved most bene- 
ficial to angling pursuits, and a fair amount of sport has been met with.’ In the 
lower reaches of the Derwent pike-fishing has been most ardently pursued, and a 
few good takes have been made, consisting of “ jack” scaling from 21b. to 6lb. The 
canal at Swarkestone and Chellaston has also been visited ; but sport has not been 
heavy. At Duffield, grayling-fishing is now in full swing, and the excellent swim 
at this place has yielded plenty of sport. In the Ambergate water, bottom-fisher- 
men have not done much, Grayling-fishing is now good in the length between 
Ambergate and Whatstandwell.—G, R. B. ; 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
Both these streams are in very good fishing condition, being clear and a nice 
height. Since the late frosts the grayling have been well on the feed, and good- 
sized fish have been landed. The Pinsley is in fishing order, but low.—GWYNNE, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). ; 

Nothing important to report this week, for jack appear to be almost entirely off 
the feed, although the water is in very fair condition. All the jack I can hear of 
this week being caught is nine, the largest 6lb., taken at Hartford witha dead 
gorge, and I don’t think they will feed until we have a good push of water. At the 
time of writing the wind has got in the 8.W,, which probably might make it a 
little better after being in that cold quarter so long. Roach have been off the feed 
Lore shee for I can’t hear of any being caught, although they have been tried for. 
—H, Rout, 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 
_ Severe frosts have been experienced in this district of late, and skates have been 
in more general use than rods and lines, and very few amateur anglers have been 
on the water. Last week Mr, Feast and Mr. Tench obtained some fair baskets of 
rough fish in Beck’s Field, and the former also secured a 1lb. perch in very good 
condition with the worm. In the same place, and with the same bait, Mr, O'Neal 
captured a fine perch, turning the scale at 1}lb., and a day or two later had the 
misfortune to lose a very weighty pike by the smashing of the top-piece of his rod. 
The river is in fair condition, and pike-fishing should now be fairly successful.— 
PISCATOR, 
Teme (Ludlow). 

There have been some very sharp frosts and cold weather here of late, since which 
the grayling have been sporting well at the fly, and during the middle of the day 
at the Grasshopper good-sized fish have been landed. A few coarse fish have also 
been caught with the preserved maggot. The Ledwyche, Clun, Ony, and Corve are 
all in fishing order, but little done in them.—T. LUDLOW, be 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The water in this district is ranning in good order for Grasshopper fishing. The 
grayling have taken the small flies well during the middle of the day, and several 
good dishes of nice-sized fish have been taken, A few fish have been caught, with 
the maggot, The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are quiet.—WORCESTER, 


Trent (Gainshorough and District). 

Since my last report the river has fined down considerably, and is now all in 
fayour of angling. Not so the weather ; alternate frosts and fogs telling against 
successful bottom-fishing. The best bag has been one of roach, a dace, and a pike 
in two hours on Wednesday. The pike was taken on spinning tackle, and the roach 
and dace with maggot. I hear the first batch of fish is to be placed in the Ancholme 
to-morrow (Friday).—FRANK R, THorpg, Noy. 24, } se 


; ; Witham. 

Angling on the Witham has been decidedly more comfortable than last week, and 
except now and then the air has been gold, the sport for Noyember has hean quite 
enjoyable, The frosty nights and fine days have been all in favour of pike-fishing, 
ai those whe have sought it haye done.very well... No heavy.fish have besn landed 
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with 101b, roach ; Hy G, Bryant seoond with 41h, 20% dage and gudgeon ; 
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that I know of; but the takes are said to be satisfactory on the whole, Most fish 
have been found about the Staunch or between Five-Mile House and Bardney ; but 
others haye been taken. below. Bardney..and.also from Brayford. ,.Things on the 
Forsdyke have been but quiet; but after the very fine weather of to-day there 
should be good reports, for it, was very tempting, and anglers were taking 
advantage of it this morning. On the Upper Witham things are quiet ; but it is 
pagl auIpeyae that more are not seeking the chub which lie about Bracebridge. 
—L,, Nov, 23. : 
Wye and Derwent (Derbyshire). 

These streams are now in nice condition for the fly, but the fish are not rising 
yery freely. Since my last report a few odd fish have been taken with the worm, 
especially on the lower lengths of the Cromford water ; but we have not had many 
anglers out on account of the unfavourable weather. The weather to-day 
(Thursday) is clear and frosty, and gives promise of better sport the next few days. - 


—DOTTEREL, 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


ov 


I regret to say that the frost has gone, and real November weather succeeded in 
its place. Some fair dishes of grayling were taken last Saturday (which was a 
capital day). Mr. T. E, Pritt had seventeen grayling on the Yore, and a friend of 
his thirteen, I killed seventeen at Ilkley, with worm, scaling 9lb., and “ Watchet” 
six good ones with dry fly. Mr. ‘Taylor had seven on the Arthington water. The 
Burnsall annual took place on Thursday evening last, when there was a good 
attendance,—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, 


: ... Yore (Hawes). 

The water is very low and clear. Ido not hear of anything being done lately. 
Trout-spawning is about over, and a most successful season it has been. T hear that 
two herons have made sad havoc in one of the best breeding brooks we haye, Wind 
east, accompanied with short showers.—J. CorRY. ‘ 


CLUB REPORTS. 











[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of delegates was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday evening, Noy. 21st., the vice-president, Mr, W. H. Beckett in the. 
chair, The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, The Secre- 
tary read a letter from the Metropolitan Railway Company, dated Nov. 3rd, in reply 
to the request that the manager should receive a deputation to endeavour to obtain 
cheap railway tickets (to the new. railway stations—Pinner, Northwood, and Rick- 
mansworth), that Mr, Bell was then out of town. This matter was first taken in hand. 
about two months ago, when application was made; but up to the present an inter- 
view has not been obtained. A letter was read from the Maidenhead, Cookham, and 
Bray Association, asking for a donation towards the objects they have in hand, and 
reminding the Anglers’ Association that they had for two years given three guineas 
each year, On the proposition of Mr. Toynbee, seconded by Mr. Pink, it was unani- 
mously resolved to send three guineas forthwith, with hearty good wishes for their 
continued prosperity. Bailiff’s report: Messrs. Manning, Bunn, Ghurney, and, 
Norman each gave their report, and stated that on the days they were out no under- 
sized fish were taken on the stretches of water they had travelled over. Mr. Pink 
(Westbourne Park), on behalf of a committee with which he is connected, desired it 
to be known that a grand fishing competition is to take place in the Slough Canal 
on December 18th, for prizes amounting to £20, in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society. Prizes to consist of Christmas gifts. Tickets, one shilling each, A number 
of gentlemen would be required to act as stewards, to take over different portions of 
the water, and to see that everything was conducted ina fair manner, The follow- 
ing names were given in consenting to act: Messrs. Page, Ghurney, Jones, Par- 
tridge, Gray, Close, Smith, Thorling, Jennings, Beckett, Tibbatts, and Wertheim. 
Visiting officers’ report: Mr. Thorling had been to the Convivial. There was a 
crowded meeting, 13 clubs answering the roll; also to the Crown and Buckland, 
21 clubs being represented. The next visit will be to the Eustonians. 
Mr, Jennings had a meeting at the Bostonian—22 clubs responded. Also at the 
Burnaby Piscatorials which was crowded. He had also paid acomplimentary visit to 
the Independent Brothers, where the benevolent box was opened and found to contain 
17s. 6d., which Mr. Ghurney has since received. Mr, A. W. Parker (Gresham) 
reported he had attended the meeting of Scrutineers to examine the books of the 
Central Association. He found that the number of tickets sold by them was 1,106, 
while the number of tickets sold by the Anglers’ Association was 3,061. The pro- 
portion of rent to be paid by each is—Central, £7 1s. 9d. ; and Anglers’ Association, 
£19 12s, 3d. Bailiffs required for the Lea for the next four Sundays were found in 
Messrs. Bunn, Manning, Norman, and Ghurney, The report of the Renting and Pre- 
servation Committee was read. On the roll being called, 39 clubs answered, Con- 
sidering the weather was wet and foggy, this was a highly satisfactory number :— 
Anglers’ Pride, Bostonian, Branswick, Burnaby Piscatorials, Convivial, City of 
London, Clapton, Cobden, Crown and Buckland, Deptford United, Edmonton and 
Tottenham, Golden Barbel, Good Intent, Gresham, Greenwich, Hastern Piscatorials, 
Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, Izaac Walton, Independent Brothers, 
Jubilee, North Eastern, Mildmay, Peckham Brothers, Prince Arthur, Rodney, South 
Hornsey, St. John’s, Victoria, West Ham, Waltonians, Westbourne Park, Wellington, 
Waggoners, Walworth Waltonians, Gladstone, Clissold, and United Brothers.—H. J. 


TIBBATTS. 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 17s. 6d. from 
the donation box of the Little Independent Angling Society—R. GHURNEY, sec., 


Noy, 23. 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. A 
The Christmas prizes will be fished for in the river Lea on Deo. 4; roaming from 
the Railway Bridge, Rye House water, to the Pied Bull stream: To go down by the 
first train, or later. Members are not required to sign on the day previous.—J. 


WORLEDGE. 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 23rd November, Mr. R. L. Aitchison presiding, The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed and signed. A competition for four prizes was 
arranged for Monday next, the 28th inst., at Sunbury Lock, from a quarter of a 
mile each side lock-cut. Conditions; two rods, all fish to weigh, subject to society’s 
regulation weight ; competitors to leave by the eight o’clock train from Waterloo ; 
kit inspector, Mr. L, M. Innocent, On the 18th prox., Ye Friars ‘will compete for 
upwards of twenty-five Christmas prizes, successful competitors to take their ‘choice 
of same in rotation, unsuccessful competitors will be eligible to participate in a 
draw for commodities of Christmas cheer. The secretary made his half-yearly 
financial statement, and Mr. W. Poole and J. Lewthwaite were appointed auditors. 
Nov. 21st, Mr. L. W. Innocent weighed-in barbel. 20th inst., Mr, R. L. Atchison 
in the chair, The meeting was indeed a crowded one. In the competition for 
three prizes, Mr. Atchison was once more at the top of the poll_—JoHN SMITH, 


hon, sec. 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

At our weekly meeting at the King’s John’s Head, Southwark-street, Blackfriars, 
on Friday last, Mr. James Smith presided, and Mr. S. Bryan occupied the vice-chair. 
Minutes and other business disposed of, a match waS arranged to be fished on the 
20th ingt. ; go where you like, two rods, punt or bank, which turned out very suc. 
ocusful, all the priges being taken, with a very fair catch of fish, J. Smith took first 
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Cloke third, 2tb. 100z. roach and dace; G. Salisbury held fourth position with 
Ilb, 11402. dace ; 8. Wertheim fifth with Ilb. l}oz. roach; and A. J. Bryant sixth 
with dace. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr, James Smith for his services 
the past two months as chairman, Mr. S. Bryan, in virtue of his past office as vice, 
succeeds to the chair, and Mr, Geo, Salisbury was elected as vice for ensuing month. 
J, DEPLIDGE, hon, sec, 


; CLAPTON, , ' 
The usual weekly meeting was held at the Downs Hotel on Monday last. Owing 
to the short muster of members no special business was gone into, I had to be 


present at the Anglers’ Association Delegate Meeting. Our next smoking concert 
will be held in the billiard saloon of our club-honse on Monday next ; chair to be 
taken at 8 o’clock precisely. Ihave great pleasure in stating that the following 
ponent have most kindly consented to give their valued services on the night :— 
essrs. Henry Prenton, 0, E, .Cherer, F. W. Brown, C. E, Aveling, A. W. Gaskell, 
‘W. Ball, D. Cartwright, Parker, jun., G. Penny (violin), Mr. H, A. Baker will 
officiate, as usual, at the pianoforte. I trust for a thorough good muster of members 
and friends, as I can guarantee an excellent evening’s amusement. Members of 
angling societies will have a hearty welcome.—HENRY Howsk, hon. sec.. 
CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. egg 

On the 6th ult, the following members weighed in roach, dace, and chub :— 
Messrs, W. Carter, Jones, and E, Allen. On the 9th inst., Mr. Welch, a grand lot of 
roach, 47lb. 14f0z. Onthe 13th, Messrs, W. Carter, Jones, E. Allen, and Scutt, roach 
and dace, 16th, Mr. Welch, roach. On the 20th members competed for four prizes ; 
but owing to the weather only two were taken—viz., Mr. Welch, 2lb. 5i0z., and Mr. 
Colson, 11b, 230z, roach, from the Thames, The remaining prizes will be fished for 
on the 27th, 1 regret to state we have lost through death our old and much 
respected member Mr, William Sutch.—W. SutTron, sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

The concert given by the members of this club. on Wednesday night proved a 
great success, .Owing to the fog, the number was not so great as was expected ; 
but a good company was entertained by the following gentlemen, whose names were 
on the programme :— Messrs, J. Nelson, W. Nelson, Asprey, New, Cranmer, 
Maund, Davies, Jones, Hutchings, Collingwood, Kelly, and Evans.—ALr, E, EvANs, 
sec, : 
ren [Received too late for last week.—Eb. | 

Several fine fish have been weighed-in this week, Mr. H. Young, one jack, 12lb., 
and several smaller ones; Mr. J. W. Morgan, one chub, 4lb., one small jack, and a 
fair show of roach and dace, the largest roach weighing 114lb.; Mr. N, Aspray 
landed a:4lb, jack (this fish was not weighed-in at headquarters). Members are 
requested to attend early on Wednesday next, as we have some new members to 
propose. Subscriptions up to January 31,1888, are now due. Members being in 
arrears will kindly remit amounts due by them to the secretary as early as possible, 
and oblige,—ALF. E, EVANS, sec. =. 

_ CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The usual monthly delegate meeting will take place on Friday next, Dec. 2, at 
8,30 p.m.—W.. T. WADE. 

: CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our return visit on the No. 2 Eastern District Anglers’ Association took place on 
Noy. 14, and we were successful in getting a good company. Mr. Penn occupied 
the chair, and Mr. Hampstead accompanied the following gentlemen, who sang 
some first-rate songs :—Messrs, Willcockson, sen., Willcockson, jun., Clements, 
Jones, Roberts, Barrett, Gibbs, Selth, Norris, Seal, Rapply, Stanton, jun., Neall, 
Dodd, Holyhead, Carpenter, and Church, . In the absence of Mr, Thorling, the dis- 
trict officer, the roll was called by Mr. Battensby, secretary of the St, John’s 
Anglers, when the following clubs responded :—Amicable Waltonians, City of 
London, Convivials, Crown and Buckland, Eustonians, Lincoln, Reform, Rising Sun, 
St, John’s, Star, St. Andrews, Rodney, Patriotic, Barbican, Eastern ‘Piscatorials, 
Bloomsbury Brothers, St. George’s, Golden Barbel, Hearts of Oak, Hoxton Brothers, 
and the Odds and Evens. I take this opportunity of thanking those gentlemen 
who supported us on this occasion, and when they have a return visit, if they will 
only send us notice, we shall do our best to be represented. The next visit on the 
list goes to the Hustonians, King’s Head, Swinton-street, Gray’s Inn-road, on Mon- 
day, Nov. 28th, when I hope they will have a bumper. Our half-yearly supper will 
take place on Wednesday, Nov. 30th, chairman, Mr. W. Ramsey ; vice-chair, Mr, W. 
Leeke. Supper on table at eight o’clock sharp. Messrs. J. White, J. Gowans, and 
D. Davies will greatly oblige by sending the prizes they promised last season, so that 
they could be handed to the winners on the supper night. N.B,.-Those members 
who have not got one of the new books of rules are requested to obtain one at once, 
as there are some very important alterations.—W. H. BURWASH, sec, 

ms GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 18th inst., our usual weekly meeting was held at the One Tun, 
Mr, Jonathan Stageman in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
confirmed, and further business transacted. On the 20th inst. several of the 
members were out fishing the Mole, and met with varied success, the most notable 

take being two jack, weighing 8lb., by Mr. H. Massey; one jack, 3lb., by Mr. H. 
* Josephs, jun.— W. H. JOHNSON, sec. 
: : GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The only members who weighed fish on the 20th inst. were the following : Messrs, 
De Perran, roach’; Henrie, roach ; Green, roach; and Ellins, roach. Members are 
earnestly requested to attend on Tuesday evening next to decide conditions of third 
sweepstake,—C, B, L., 23rd Nov. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

_ At the usual meeting on Tuesday, Mr. A. M. Gardiner in the chair, some very im- 
portant business was arranged, A. deputation had been requested to visit and exa- 
mine two waters considered desirable, These were both favourably reported on, One 
it was decided to at once secure; the other the sub-committee was instructed to 
obtain the refusal of, Full particulars will be furnished to all the members when 
matters are arranged, Mr. Norman offered for perusal by members fifty books on 
angling subjects, and further stated that should these appear to be appreciated, he 

would increase the number to 100 volumes,—G, C, 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were not many fish brought tothe club on the 20th. Mr. Hewitt had a good 
tray of dace ; Mr, Devon, roach ; and Mr, Haines, roach, these being the most suc- 
cessful. The members will fish for the Christmas prizes on December 4th. All 

_ start by the nine o’clock train, Liverpool-street, and all members competing must 
please book to Rye House. Tuesday next, November 29th, will be the last night to 
make members eligible to compete for them.—R. Murpuy. 
ge HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

_ Several members of this energetic and flourishing society were out on the 20th 
inst., the catches of fish being very poor. The usual concert followed after the 
business of the club on the 22nd inst.; several members again attending from 

' various clubs, a brilliant evening was spent.—THOMAS THOMPSON, sec, 

-— - , HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We had a fair attendance at the club-room on the 20th inst,; but no fish were 
shown, very few members having been out. We added several more names to our 
list of Christmas prizes, I beg to remind members that no one is entitled to fish 
for prizes who is not clear on the books, according to rule—R, GHURNEY, sec, 

ISLINGTON- ANGLING SOCIETY. 

’ At the meeting on Monday last Mr. Boxall took the chair; the minutes of the 
last meeting having been read and confirmed, Mr. E. W. Houston was duly proposed 
and seconded for membership, the next business being to accord Mr, C. S. Haslop 
a special vote of thanks for a donation to the library of three works of piscatorial 
interest. In the course of the evening it was mentioned that Mr. A. W, Parker, of 
the Gresham, was pre “ee? an essay on “A New System of Awarding Prizes in 

“Angling Societies,” which Mr, Parker will shortly read (by special request) at a 

Meeting of the Islington Angling Sogiety, 0, Hy Kunneyt, hon, 900, 6 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

As announced, the half-yearly distribution of special prizes will take place on 
Wednesday next, 30th inst., on which occasion the members intend having a leg-of- 
mutton supper, Those who intend being present at the supper are requested to send 
in their names not later than the 27th inst. ; no names will be taken after this date. 
Mr. W. H. Mecham had 7lb. 100z. of nice roach on Wednesday, 23rd inst.; Mr, T. 
Goodwins had 31b, 2}0z, of the same kind on the same day.—H. B, 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

Angling in this neighbourhood has been at a standstill for the last fortnight, the 
cold weather and short days acting as a deterrent. We must, however, be at the 
water lately rented from Lord Derby in order that we may take out as many pike as 
possible prior to putting in some trout, I beg, therefore, to ask our members to 
make extra efforts to attain this end by getting to the water as often as convenient, 
taking with them some nice lively roach for live-bait fishing. A motion was 
brought forward to permit members to use trimmers to capture the pike with ; but 
this was negatived by a large majority as introductory of the thin edge of unfair 
fishing.—RD, WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, the president, Mr. W. 
Gillies, in the chair, when the minutes of previous meeting night were read and con- 
firmed. The balance-sheet for half-year ending 3lst Oct. was brought forward, 
and duly signed by the auditors, Messrs, Feaks and Copping, showing a balance in 
favour of the society of fully £11, which was considered very satisfactory for a 
young society in its third season. The prize-winners for half-year just ended was 
announced as follows—viz., heaviest jack, Mr. J. G, Feaks ; gross weight roach, Mr. 
C. S. Blackman ; heaviest roach, Mr. W. Gillies; second heaviest roach, Mr. J. 
McDermott ; gross weight bream, Mr. C. S. Blackman ; heaviest bream, Mr. C. 8. 
Blackman ; gross weight perch, Mr, J. G. Feaks ; heaviest perch, Mr, J. G. Feaks ; 
heaviest chub, Mr, A. May ; heaviest dace, Mr. J. McDermott ; gross weight, one day, 
roach and dace, Mr. T. P. Trever, heaviest one day’s take from Lea, Mr. W. Gillies ; 
special roach, day’s take, Mr. J. Bunn; also four special prizes for Stort were taken 
by Messrs. J. Bunn, J. W. Dyer, G. Bliss, and J. McDermott; the special prize for 
heaviest roach in August was taken by Mr. J. McDermott ; and two prizes for 
heaviest barbel and tench were not taken. After the business was disposed of, the 
remainder of the evening was spent in harmony, contributed by Messrs, H. Magill, 
J. Comber, J. W. Dyer, C. S. Blackman, A, May, and others ; whilst Mr. J. W. Dyer 
as usual ably presided at the piano. We were favoured with a visit from Mr, J. 
Devonshire, of the Highbury Society. Members are requested to attend at nine 
o'clock sharp, next Tuesday evening, when important business is to be settled — 
ART, 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The third series of five valuable prizes was fished for on the 6th inst., and resulted 
as follows: Ist, Mr, Stidolph; 2nd, Mr. Branchers; 3rd, Mr, Garnham ; 4th, Mr. 
Parsons ; 5th, Mr. Halbrow. On the 20th, Mr, Catford took a nice jack in the river 
Wey ;Mr. Stidolph, roach, from the river Lea. The next club match will take place 
on the 27th ; an open match.—W, R. MATTHEWS, sec. 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

There were several of our members out on the 20th inst.; but very few fish were 
weighed-in. Our annual Christmas sweepstakes commence on the 4th December. 
The place selected is Henley. Tuesday next is quarter night. Members will greatly 
oblige by attending, as there will be a lot of business to transact.—I', H. FRewIin, 


sec. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 20th Mr. J. Wigley led the way with about 8lb. of roach ; Mr, J. Smith had 
341b, of roach ; Mr, T. Hill, 2lb. of roach ; Mr. T, Line, 34lb, dace ; Mr. T, Mitchell, 
dace, from the Thames ; and Mr. H. Haine, roach, from the Lea, Letters received 
from the Kenningtonian, St. George’s, and H. Moulton. At the meeting held on the 
23rd it was decided that the November competition take place on the 27th in the 
Lea, half a mile each side of the Pike and Anchor, Ponder’s End, main stream, back- 
waters barred ; all fish to weigh bar jack; start by first train leaving Liverpool- 
street in the morning, and leave off at 4 p.m., and return to Liverpool-street by the 
4.57 p.m. Prizes for this occasion are given by Mr. T. Hughes, Society, Mr. J. 
Frith, Mr. T. Line, and Mr, H. Flower, sen. Thames bank competition: 1st, Mr, J. 
Smith ; 2nd, Mr. J. Wigley ; 3rd, Mr. T. Hill ; 4th, F. E. Selth.—PIx1£, 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

An outing for nine Christmas prizes is arranged to take place on the 27th inst., 

the place selected being Cheshunt ; members to start by first train only ; jack barred. 


—W.S: W. 
SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

A meeting of delegates will take place on Friday, Dec. 2nd, at the Pitt’s Head, 
Grange-road, Bermondsey, to make arrangements for the next competition ; nine 
o'clock sharp,—J, Court, hon. sec. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Pike-fishing has now commenced in earnest on the society’s waters, and several 
members haye made some good bags, On the 14th inst., Mr. H. Evans killed eight 
fish ; and Mr, G. Dewsbury, fishing on the 15th inst., landed a very fine fish, 
weighing a few ounces over 12lb. The river Sow is now inexcellent condition for 
jack-fishing, and if the paternoster is used there is no doubt some good fish will be 
the result,—J, HOLLINS, sec. 

ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit on the Southern District List A.A. will take place at the Prince 
of Wales, St. George’s-road, Camberwell, S.H., on Monday, Dec, 5th, at 8.30, Mr. C. 
Hibble, president, in the chair. All members going to compete for the plum-pudding 
match are requested to assemble at Liverpool street Station on Noy. 27th, and go by 
the 8 o'clock train to St. Margaret's ; limited distance from St. Margaret’s Lock to 
Rye House foot-bridge.—THIRSTY TIDDLER. 

STAVELEY (DERBYSHIRE) ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The annual dinner of this society took place at the Elm Tree Inn, on Tuesday 


last, when fifty members and friends assembled around the festive board to enjoy 


the good things provided by the worthy host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs, W. Crofts, 
which was served in their usual good way. Dr. J. Court, Esq., presided ; Mr. M. W. 
Tudsbury, secretary, in the vice-chair, Amongst the visitors present were W. Hol- 
lingworth, Esq., Mr. H. Rotherham, Mr. Cuthbertson, Mr. B. Renshaw, Mr. P. 
Marples, Mr. Horsefield, Mr. M. Pattison, Mr. J. J. Crofts, Mr. C, Shaw, Mr, E. Cooke, 
and others, After the usual loyal toasts, ‘The Army, and Navy, and the Reserve 
Forces,’ the chairman—haying read letters of apology from the president, and 
others, also an anonymous post-card (which we append), causing much laughter— 
gave “ The Staveley Angling Society,” which, he believed, was in a flourishing con- 
dition. It was the duty of every fisherman to see that the rules were adhered to, 
for it rested with the members to make the society a success. It was intended to 
find sportand enjoyment for its members, and not for night-line setting and poach- 
ing ; whoever did this was no fisherman, and had no honest purpose, Let them 
enjoy the privilege in a right way, protect the farmer's property and land on which 
we have to go, and the farmer will protect you. Mr, Tudsbury, responding, said 
the society had been established seven years, and during that time had made good 


-progress ; they had spent in trout for the stream and prizes upwards of £90, They 


did not boast of great numbers but they were very select, and if “ Not an Angler” 
will only worm his way into the company of this society he will find the gruband 
the waters of good quality. The Chairman next gave “J. B, Barrow, Esq., J.P.,” to 
whom all our thanks are due for his kindness to the society ; this toast was given 
with “three times three,” with a heartiness that made the room ring again. Mr. 
BH. Cooke gaye “The Secretary,” coupling the name of Mr, W, Crofts (treasurer) 
thanking themon behalf of thesociaty for their services, and the harmonious way they 
worked together. Mr, Tudsbury, in reply, said he thanked them for the kind manner 
in which the toast had been received, He had always endeavoured to eetianee f the 
duties to the best-of his. ability, and so long aa they thought him worthy of they 
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confidence he was their humble servant. The Chairman next gave “The Farmers,” 
thanking them for their kindness in allowing them to go on their land tofish. The 
Vice-Chairman gave “ Dr. J. Court” and “The Host and Hostess’? to which Mr. 
Crofts responded, At intervals there was some excellent singing by Mr. Harry Else 
and Company, of Sheffield, and a most pleasant and enjoyable evening was brought 
to a close. 

[COPY OF POST-CARD.] 

Dear Sir,—I cannot angle nor will I take your batt, for though I love good grub, 
yet to worm my way into the deep waters of your company would be to show how 
shallow Lam, I trust you will hook some other fish more in your Jine—one who 
goes wild on the rod and the net, one who stands all day in the wet watching his bite 
and never a catch, and can then smile through his tears and say truly he is the 
happiest of anglers. If I could be a fisherman like that nothing would keep me 
away from your feast.—NoT AN ANGLER. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 20th inst. Messrs. Jacobs and Kelly weighed-in jack ; on the 22nd, Mr. 

Gillson brought up some more nice roach, several over 1tb. each,—PELICAN, 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above were out on the 20th inst. Mr. Champion, a nice 
jack ; J. Currans, roach. Notice,—All members kindly oblige by being present next 
Saturday evening, the 26th inst., for some very important business,—H, T. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ Ons of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field or argument 
speculation, and experiment,"—T, E, Pritt. 








[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions ewpressed by our Correspondents. | 


JOHNNY RAW. 

Srr,—Finding that my two Scotch stories have given pleasure to some readers, 
permit me to add another. 

My father was one of the old East India Company’s good soldiers—and where 
were there better ?—and he loved his joke, This was one of his favourite stories 
(N.B.—I recently told it to an old Indian General, and he turned round to me 
exclaiming —* Mr. Tod, that story is absolutely true. When I was a young man it 
went round all the messrooms in Bengal.” This cannot fail to give it additional 
interest :— 

In the old days, the young days of “ John Company,” a good many Johnny Raws 
joined the service to push their fortunes. Such was the hero of this story. He was 
Scotch, bashful, red-haired, and weak-kneed, and had never been 100 yards from his 
ain kail-yard before. 

Arrived at last as ensign in 
Colonel’s wife asked him to come to 
days of rising at 3 and 4 for parade, 
pigtail, and, I presume, parade came 
youngster “cool.” 

The introduction over, our hero had taken his place at breakfast. I cannot say 
his seat, as he only touched with the hem of his garment (his nether garment) the 
chair upon which he was requested to sit, leaning well forward, and being in mo- 
mentary danger of falling between chair and table. 

The morning was hot, but not so hot as Ensign Griffin, who sat there mopping his 
brows and looking “sick and sorry he’d cum,” as Artemus Ward puts it. The 
Colonel’s “leddy” did her best to place him at his ease, but in vain. His one 
thought was—“ How shall I pass through this ordeal without doing something un- 
gracious or unpolite?” 

But, alas! his hostess 
and something seemed to offend the 
stiff, like the tail of a pointer when the quarry is scented, 
was, came from the plate of Ensign G. 

“Mr. Griffin!” at last said the hostess gravely, “ 
—well—not quite fresh.” 

Bewildered and horrified, the bashful Scotchman gulped down the mouthful he 
had been rolling “ like a sweet morsel under his tongue,” and said, or rather gasped 
—“Oh, thenk’ye, ma leddy ; but I dinna like ma eggs unco Sresh !”—I am, &e., 

EH. M. Top. 


the Onety-Oneth Regiment of Native Infantry, the 
breakfast with them one morning. These were the 
to powder and pomade the hair and arrange the 
first—as usual not tending to make the 


had not only a tongue wherewith to converse, but a nose, 
olfactory nerves thereof, for she grew suddenly 
The odour, whatever it 


I am afraid that your egg is not 





ON THE DECREASE OF TROUT IN RIVERS AND STREAMS. 


Sir,—I have just observed a short article in a Dundee paper calling attention to 
the fact that trout have decreased in our Highland rivers and streams during the 
last 40 years, and assigning several reasons for such decrease, but evidently not the 
right one. I have often heard this remark before, and have made it myself, that 
trout are not so plentiful as when we were boys over 40 years ago. Of course, some 
allowance must be made for old people having the idea in their heads that all 
things—fishing included—were better and more enjoyable when they were young. 
They can recall the splendid takes they then had, and will relate the particulars 
with great gusto and enjoyment at the expense of boring their auditors. They will 
wind up the narrative with the remark that “nothing like that can be done now.” 
After making every allowance for the rose-coloured, joyous opinion of things in 
boyhood, and the more staid and practical views of middle age, I do not hesitate to 
say that trout have decreased. I hope you will bear with me when I relate 
my experiences at both periods of life. More than 40 years ago I began to 
practise the gentle art, but under difficulties. A long hazel wand served me for a 
rod, to which I attached a few yards of coarse hair-line. A reel was not to be 
thought of, as it was far beyond my exchequer ; a bait-hook dressed on two or three 
horsehairs completed my outfit. Sometimes I lost my hooks by a heavy fish break- 
ing them, or by their getting entangled in stones or weeds at the bottom of a pool. 
I had then to set about making hooks for myself. In my mother’s work-basket I 
found some small stocking-needles. I first sharpened one end, and then making the 
wire red-hot, bent it to a hook. With a bit of file I cut off as much as served my 
purpose, and a few white horsehairs, a thread, and a bit of wax made a bait hook. 
There was no barb, of course, but I gave my fish time to swallow the bait, and then 
by a sudden jerk I generally landed it. My trick being found out, I was punished 
for my ingenuity, and after that, when occasion required, I had to fashion bits of 
small wire intojfishing-hooks. Later on, I took to fishing with fly, and as this was-a 
more expensive article, I had to dress them generally myself. An old shoemaker 
showed me how to make a “ Palmer fly,” and also how to adjust the wings upon 
others, for which we had no name. To call the things we made jlies is a misnomer. 
Wasps or bees were more like the species ; but as:trout are supposed to take these as 
well as midges, there could be no harm in offering them, When the water 
was discoloured or ina ripple, my “bees” were readily taken ; but, in clear water, 
ina rather calm day, they did not seem to please so well, On the latter occasion, it 
was very tantalising to see the trout leaping about the hook, but never touching it. 
Possibly they were at a loss to understand this new species of fly, and were indulg- 
ing in a bird’s-eye view of it before giving “just a little tug.” Notwithstanding 
that my tackle was so savage, without a single particle of gut for hook or casting- 
line, I invariably got plenty of fish, and “ big uns,’’ too. 

Boyhood passed, and, like all others, I had to enter life’s struggle. Many years 
after, when the silvery hairs began to adorn my head and cheek, I again visited the 
scenes of my boyhood, but very differently equipped. The hazel stick had given 
place to a well-finished 12ft. rod, with a shining brass reel—the best line and flies 
from eminent makers, This time I calculated upon far greater success, and my 


heart beat high with hope when I saw the old familiar pools, and remembered how | 


often I had brought a ‘pounder to grass from them, My hopes were this time not 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


=e et A See aba 


ae 


Nov. 26, 1887. 


realised. Though I had always what is called “ fair sport” and a good basket, the 
boy with the hazel stick and crooked wire would have beaten me hollow. Again 
and again I tried, with the same result, and then I was forced to the conclusion, 
from my own experience, that trout had decreased in our Highland rivers and burns. 

Now this being the case, as testified by many witnesses, the question arises, 
“What is the cause of this decrease?” We are told, in the -first place, that poach- 
ing is the cause. Now, 40 or 50 years ago there was far more poaching going on 
than now, because there were then few river-watchers to prevent it. In October 
and November it was then a common thing for a party of men and boys to turn out 
to a stream with torches and spears, and bring home bags full of trout. The otter 
was then no illegal engine, and was regularly used on riversand lochs. But besides 
these, there was a more destructive plan of taking trout during summer when a 
stream was low. A number of persons would at a suitable point build a weir or 
dyke of stones across the river or stream, but leaving an opening in the centre. In 
this opening a close-meshed net in form of a bag, with a hoop in the mouth thereof, 
was placed. Then, going up the stream some distance, they splashed with sticks as 
they waded down, and drove all the trout before them. Being prevented by the 
dyke built in a sloping direction, the fish tried to get out at the only outlet, and 
were held in the bag. Five or six dozen of all sizes were not infrequently taken in 
this way. 

Very Tittle of this sort of poaching can now be done anywhere. Some say that 
the decrease is owing to over-fishing. By fair fishing this cannot be the case, for 
rivers and streams were as much fished then as now, not to speak of the illegal 
modes of fishing just mentioned. ; 

Some say that fish are now so accustomed to the artificial fly that they know how 
to avoid it. This would seem to infer that trout in the present generation are better 
educated than they were forty yearsago. Then they would take a worm or a bee 
with four horsehairs attached to it and ask no questions ; but now they will not 
lip the best-made lures, though invisible gut is attached. That cannot be the 
reason. 

I think there are at least two reasons for the decrease of trout. First, forty years 
ago there were far more cattle sent to graze among the hills than now. These, 
owing to better pasture and better shelter, haunted the sides of burns. Their 
dropping produced not only worms from the soil below, but various kinds of winged 
insects above. Since then sheep have been almost entirely introduced, and they 
prefer high, dry ground to lie on, and consequently trout have far less feeding now. 
The result is that the larger trout devour the small fry, and therefore, there must 
be a decrease. ; 

The second cause is to be found in the practice which sheep-farmers have of wash- 
ing their sheep once or twice during the summer in a running stream. Instead of 
using tar for smearing the sheep as formerly, “sheep dips ” are used, which are 
said to be non-poisonous to the sheep, but often prove a deadly poison to fish. In 
July last I had ocular demonstration of this. A flock of sheep was washed ina 
small stream, and for two miles—till the stream entered a loch—not a single trout 
was left alive. For several days after, hundreds of gulls could be seen picking up 
the dead fish, not only in the burn but inthe loch. As this practice of sheep-wash- 
ing is now universal in the Highlands, it may be imagined how many fish are 
destroyed, not only on the burn on which the pool is made, but on the larger stream 
or river into which it flows. The small streams are the feeders of lakes and rivers, 
not only in bringing down food for the fish, but as secure spawning places, where 
the small fry may live in almost perfect security till they run down stream and 
betake themselves to the larger waters. 

These, I think, are two potent causes of the decrease of trout so much complained 
of at the present day. There can beno remedy for the first till farmers see it to be 
to their interests to rear cattle instead of sheep ; but for the second, there is a law 
against polluting running streams, and it should be rigorously enforced in all cases. 


—I am, &e,, c. 


Noy. 15, 

[This law is, to all intents and purposes, a dead letter. It costs hundreds of 
pounds to take action under it, and even then it is almost impossible to obtain a 
conviction. ‘Lhe Society for Promoting Legislation for the Prevention of 
River Pollution lives in hopes of getting an effective Bill passed ; but the opposi- 
tion of the enormous manufacturing interests has so far defeated its efforts, See 


article on the subject this week.—En. } 





GRAYLING-FISHING, 


Sir,—I have just received a letter from Mr, Prince, the landlord of that excellent 
old-fashioned angler’s paradise, the Izaak Walton Hotel, Ilam, Ashbourne, in which 
he states that the Dove is now in excellent condition for fly-fishing for the large 
grayling which I saw when I was there in October—alas ! then lying in a shallow, 
dried-up river, laughing at me. 

He says now that the river is everything a grayling-fisher could desire. I only 
wish it was possible—wouldn’t I pack up my traps! But duty forbids. 

The scenery is magnificent, and the air exhilirating ; whilst the stock of gray- 
ling is such as ought to yield good sport to any experienced fisherman, now that 
recent floods have brought the river into order.—I am, &e., E. M. Top. 





SALMON “SNATCHING” ON THE ANNAN. ; 

S1r,—I notice in the closing letter of your Scotch correspondent, “ Globe 
Trotter,” that he still hugs himself with delight and chuckles over th» manner in 
which the pools in Esk have been fortified against the evil doings of the “ body- 
snatchers.” 1 remember the same strain manifesting itself in one or more of his 
previous communications. Now, unlike other correspondents whom he has had 
occasion to find fault with, I do not accuse that gentleman of sending magnified 
reports from the river, for I happen to know that his reports are substantially cor- 
rect. Isimply desire to call his attention, and that of others, to the fact that I feel 
certain that by far the larger majority of the license-holders on the river do not 
exult in the idea of the pools being bagged and staked in the fearful manner they 
are. My own experience was that everywhere they are most cordially detested. I 
am inclined to believe that a great deal more humbug is made over the question of 
snatching than there is ever any need for. Those who will resort to foul means are 
only few in number, and are quite well enough marked out to be watched without 
any necessity for the extreme measures adopted. As was reported before, one gen- 
tleman hooked and landed a goodly bag of sand when fishing with fly as fairly and 
honestly as man could fish ; and I know very well that one bag contains a good fly 
of mine, so they are anything but unmixed blessings to the fair angler. Surely, 
when the officials of the Association condemn them they cannot be all right. Why 
could not the Association make an effort to have them kept out? It would have 
paid them to engage an extra watcher rather than have the finest pools in the South 
of Scotland disturbed and deteriorated by this indiscriminate heaving-in of sand- 
bags. Another point, too : the circulation of such accounts as that will tend to give 
the local anglers a very bad appearance in the eyes of the angling world generally, 
whereas, as a body, I question whether you will find a class of anglers who know 
their work so well. It may also have a very undesired effect in keeping visitors 
out of the district. My own idea of the method to suppress the “striping” 
practice is to follow up the plan adopted in previous seasons—viz., 
to pick out a few persons and make them suffer smartly, both in reputation and 
pocket, for their offence, and take good care they are debarred from having license 
for the following season. That is, I consider, punishing the guilty alone, and not 
causing the innocent to suffer equally with the guilty, as is now the case. I cannot 
really see the need for them ; for, although I mentioned a suggestion about engaging 
an extra watzher, I think most fishers who know the river will agree with me that 
there are not many rivers so well watched. It is almost an impossibility for anyone, 
no matter how much inclined, to resort to any infringement of the Association’s 
rules without the certainty of speedy detection. Lam sure Mr, “ Globe Trotter” will 
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understand that I write this in no way at himself. My sole object is to show that these 
river obstructions are not exactly so grand an affair, nor half so well liked, as he 
would impress upon us, 

If any other angler will take the matter up, and offer a few practical suggestions 
as to the best methods of putting an end to foul fishing, without filling the streams 
and pools full of obnoxious obstructions, it will be ofjsome value, In such a river 
as Esk, where the returns all season through (taking the excessive drought into con- 
sideration) will bear comparison with any other, it is a very serious matter to do 
hastily anything whereby the natural aspect of the pools may be disturbed. One 
word more. I see “Globe Trotter” very sensibly answers the remarks made by some 
visitors to the effect that local anglers were favoured. With ‘‘Globe Trotter.” I 
can’t see it. Only, the local angler will always know his own river and his own flies 
better than a stranger can hope to do; but then the river-watcher knows him better 
than a stranger, and watches him more closely, if anything.—Iam, X&c., 

Lancaster, J.J, Dopps, 





THE LUNE. 

Srz,—Writing still, “Sportsman” in your last issue informs you and your many 
readers “that he neither knows how, when, or why ‘Lune’ wrote to the FisHING 
GAZETTE.” Does “Sportsman” suppose for one single moment that I should ask 
his permission when I feel inclined to write or answer questions in your noted paper ? 
Finally, I can only say that I have read the FisHina GAzerTe for years, and I 
shall continue to write or answer questions when I feel so inclined.—I am, &c., 

LUNE, 





{ Srm,—I am constrained once more to trouble you, though it was my firm intention 
when I wrote you last not to have any further correspondence on this subject ; but 
Tam persuaded that if I don’t I shall be charged with showing the white feather, 
which I am not at all inclined to do, Also, “Lune” asks me for a little explanation, 
which I am happy to give him, Now, I will deal first with his letter, published in 
your issue of the 5th inst. (to which I refer your readers). He is wrong when he 
says there were three trolling licenses taken out last year, 1886. There were 
only two—one by Mr, T. A. Vince, and one by Mr. H. Livesey, and I defy him to 
name a third. 

He also says, ‘And this season four,’ At the time I wrote my letter to you, and 
which appeared in your issue of the 22nd Oct., there had only been three licenses 
taken out for trolling, though four gentlemen were trolling—one not having a 
license, though he had taken several fish, 

Talso refer you and your readers to “ Lune’s” letter in your issue of Oct. 15th. 
Would you not infer from that letter (as I have done in my letter in your issue of 
Oct. 22nd) that he means the fish were caught in Halton Water, seeing that no other 
part of the river is mentioned? Now, Sir, in reply to his letter in your last issue, and 
to which I have before referred, you will have observed that trolling is not carried 
on to a large extent. Is that false? Again, in the same letter, he says: “ And 
probably are not long before you hear the familiar sound of the reel, which is off like 
greased lightning.” Now, Sir, I may tell you that two gentlemen in one boat, with 
two rods, got one fish between them in one week ; and another gentleman, with one 
rod, got five fish during the past season, and he was on very often, though I cannot 
ey how apy times (all in Halton Water). Does not this show his statement to 

wrong 

“Tune” also wants this sentence explained: “ And it is not as ‘Lune’ would 
have you believe.” I think the foregoing is sufficient explanation for him. 

With respect to “Sportsman’s” letter of Nov, 19th, calling a man a liar does not 
make him one ; proving it is another thing. Now, Sir, in his letter Oct. 29th, he 
says: “On half these days (that is, the twelve he mentions) I have gone on the 
water either at 1] a.m. or 3 p.m.” In my letter, Oct. 22nd, I say, ‘‘ Going very often 
about 8.30 a.m.” You will observe he took the half—I did not give it him—and also 
that it takes two halves to make a whole ; therefore, I take it that he has gone on 
the ag the other half, at 8,30 a.m., so that going very often cannot be far from the 
mark, 

_I hope that I have effectually transferred the charge of untruthfulness, &c., from 
my shoulders to those of “Lune” and “Sportsman.” My only object has been to 
prevent disappointment to anglers as far as salmon-fishing in this part of the Lune 
is concerned,—I am, &c., YELLOW HACKLE, 

: {This correspondence is now closed.—ED. | 


THE THAMES, NEAR MARLOW. 

Srr,—On reading the interesting lines of the friend of all fishermen, Mr. A. G. 
Jardine, I would venture on a remark or two, as I feel sure Mr. Jardine would 
peruse any fact connected with his subject with interest second only to that with 
which his brother anglers greet his pen. 

Mr, Jardine kindly mentions the waters of the Marlow Association as commencing 
at Temple ; but I would have it noted that, with the consent and, indeed, approval 
of the Henley Association, and that of General Owen Williams and Sir W. R. 
Clayton, Bart., the range of our operations has this last season been extended to 
Hurley Weir, and to the—alas! now no more—picturesque mill of our friend, Tom 
Street, who also is one of us, and whose assistance and support in this extension has 
been of value. 

Glad are we all to see that whatever Tom’s feelings must be, he doesn’t show a 
trace of the white feather ; but looks and seems as jolly as ever. Indeed, some lines 
from a sporting contemporary might be easy of application :— 

“ Marlow was in a state of considerable excitement, for Hurley Mills had been on 
fire, and were still burning, the heroes of the hour being, of course, Captain Foottit, 
aod ee local volunteer brigade, who were all covered with glory and mud and water 
and beer, 

“Tom Street, so far from looking cast down by recent events, wore the cheery air of 
a whole regiment of sandboys, whatever sandboys may be, (Query mudlarks? 
They are a cheerful tribe !) 


Aequam memento rebus in arduis 
Servare mentem, 


which, if my Continental education be correct, is Choctaw for the old saw, ‘Keep 
Me tail cocked, and a stiff upper lip.’ He maintains it to the letter, and here’s 
uck to him.”—Sporting Times, Nov. 12. 

The fish which are stuffed at the Angler Hotel—the trout having been taken in 
the weir and the others in the immediately adjacent waters, rather showing that 
pike and trout can get on pretty closely located—are as follows :—Four trout, going 
relatively 134, 103, 6, and 3lb. Two roach: 24 and 2lb. Two chub: 6 and 5lb, 
Three jack : 273, 22, 16lb, Twelve perch: three of 3lb., one of 2lb, 130z., two of 
241b., two of 21b., four of 1lb. 130z. (There is an excellent specimen of a 274lb. jack 
taken here, on view at the Crown Hotel; also ashad, taken at Marlow Bridge. And 
one of our local anglers, Surgeon-Major Shour, caught a 91b. trout last season with 
a simple fly-rod in the running millrace.) 

The Barge-Pole Inn has long ago given place to the comfortable hostel of a good 
angler, one Hoddinot, who owns the Fisherman’s Retreat. Our friend, Tom White, 
has—the best of that ilk—long joined the majority ; the Shaws are now large boat 
and land-owners; and only Hy. Rockell, he of Mr. Bedford’s jack, sustains the 
traditions of the old fishing Rockells—tempora mutantur, &c. Hoping that these 
slight corrections may catch the eye of Mr, Jardine, and that at some lucky moment 
he himself may catch my own,—I am, &c., 

Cuas. M, Foorrir 
(Hon. sec, Marlow Thames Angling Association), 


: THE STRULE, CO. TYRONE. 
Str,—I have read the article of ‘“‘ Pour Dien” on the fishing in the Strule, Co, 
Tyrone, and have decided with a friend or two to pay it a visit next spring, 
As one of my friends, however, is debarred from wading, I am desirous of know- 


Marlow, Noy, 19, 


ing if, without wading, there would be any chance of obtaining moderate sport, and 
shall be obliged if “ Pour Dieu” will kindly tell me, 

In the article the subject of “ Minnow Fly-Fishing” is mentioned as described in 
the FISHING GAZETTE some years ago, Can you let me have the number of your 
publication containing this description? If not, can you recommend the best work 
in which minnow-fishing for trout is treated /—I am, &c., 


Penzance, nee: 


[The articles referred to appeared some years ago in the GAzerrn, and in many 
numbers of the paper. Trout-fishing with minnow is described in so many works 
that it would be difficult to say which is the best. Francis, Stewart, Pennell, Foster 
“ Otter,” Cutcliffe, and a host of others.—ED. ] 


THE SALMON DISEASE. 

Srr,—I have read Mr. Murdoch’s letter with much interest, and am sure that the 
bare mention of its subject will touch to the quick hundreds of the salmon-fishing 
fraternity who, like myself, have been witnesses to its ravages ; and as each summer 
comes, and we see the fine fish floating helplessly about, spotted like leopards, per- 
haps already blind, and bound to die such a death, it seems cruel that we can only 
look on and await the inevitable, knowing that each fresh fish as it comes up will 
probably rot in the same way. It has been my misfortune to live near a fine salmon 
river where this yearly pest develops as soon as the water becomes warm enough 
to allow it, and I have had some opportunity of observing and studying the 
disease, as I am accustomed to microscope work and the culture of kindred organisms 
to saprolegnia ferax, Surely a proper course of rigid experiments carried on by 
skilful workers would put us in possession of facts sufficient to enable us to control 
the development of the disease, and insure the health of the fish. Far more diffi- 
cult problems, it strikes me, have been worked out, and it is sad to us fishermen that 
this one remains with absolutely no remedy of worth yet applied. 

I offer my remarks with some hesitation, as there must be many others of your 
readers far more competent than myself, and who have better opportunities of ob- 
serving than one who is continually occupied with other matters ; but few can 
regard the deplorable condition of some of our rivers with more sincere regret. 

I am fully of Mr. Murdoch’s opinion that the fish first become diseased in fresh 
water, and after careful inquiry since reading his letter, cannot learn of a single 
instance of diseased fish being caught far out at sea, and the occasional diseased 
fish caught in the brackish water of tidal-ways are probably carried down by floods 
when weakened and unable to resist the currents. Further, [am assured that the 
suffering fish, if returned to the sea, rapidly recover, and am told of an experiment 
carried on a short time since with netted diseased fish that were conveyed to an 
inclosure in the salt water, and there watched for several days before being allowed 
to escape. 

This experiment I regard as little better than useless iwith such careless con- 
ditions, as the fish ought to have been isolated and placed in distant compartments 
from each other, the ones experimented on being chosen with various stages of 
developed disease. But one thing is worth remarking : it is, that of a dozen fish or 
so penned up together for several days, only one (I think) died, and they could not 
have lived as long under like conditions in fresh water. I amalso told of a freshly- 
run fish caught in the nets with the marks of recent disease on its skin perfectly 
healed, and consider this a very positive indication, as the diseased fish in fresh 
water never seem to recover. Can Mr.*Murdoch confirm this? There ought to be 
no difficulty in carrying out experiments to settle this point ; but it may have already 
been done. 

The opinions I have heard as to the cause and development of saprolegnia ferax 
are confounding in their variety and number—pollution seems the favourite theory, 
and then comes overstocking, shortness of water, weeds, the congregation of fish in 
small favourite holes, &c. ; but none of these can alone account for or explain the 
evidence before us, in my opinion, and I shall be very glad to read Mr, Murdoch’s 
or others’ opinion or explanation on the following points: How is it that salmon 
only take the disease, and other fish in the same river escape ; or that an occasional 
trout only will sometimes be found diseased while the others are all healthy? Are 
there not small rivers where no important pollution exists (except that from 
surface drainage over manured land) and the disease exists? Or other large rivers 
where the pollution has existed for years, while the disease has only lately appeared? 
In what manner can any particular pollution account fo: the disease, either in 
originating or developing it ? 

I take the liberty of asking these questions from others among your readers better 
informed, or circumstanced to give evidence, than myself,and will be happy to give 
you my own observations later, for what they are worth, if you may consider them 
worthy of your valuable space.—I am, Xc., 


Bushmills, Ireland. CYGNET, 


THE LATE “BIG” FISHING ON THE WHITADDER, BERWICK-ON-TWEED* 


Sr1r,—In your report (12th Nov.) under this head, Mr. J. J. Hills gives con- 
demnatory comments upon the catching of 80 stones of good fish by some anglers on 
the Whitadder, which he calls ‘a wholesale system of plundering.” I say 
the men who captured the 80 stones of fish were licensed to catch the same, 
as it is surely no more “plundering” on their part than it is on the part 
of “His Grace the Duke of So-and-so,” or “My Lord Piscator,” or anyone else 
who fishes legally during the angling season. For my part, I think it would be a 
good riddance to kill 80 tons of fish instead of only 80 stones, so that those which 
escape the ligitimate mode of being caught should have more room to live in the 
rivers, Better, I think, to kill as many as possible than leave them all to die and be 
buried at the rate in each year, in the Tweed and tributaries, of 48,000lb. of fish— 
fully 8,000 or 9,000, worth, say, at least £2,500 at 1s. per pound—a loss caused 
principally by the too early close time for net fishing, and consequent overcrowding 
of the streams, And then look at that serious money loss to lessees and wages paid 
to men who act as grave-diggers on the river banks. 

Now how many hungry stomachs would such a large quantity of fish have filled 
if they had been netted and sold at the propertime? Mr, Hills makesa very strange 
statement, He says: ‘“ The fish were brought away in cartloads, not for use, but to 
sell at 2d. per pound.” Being sold at so much per pound—the same price as beef in 
New Zealand—does he mean to infer that those who bought the fish merely did so to 
throw their twopenceworth away? If so, Berwick must be in a more prosperous 
state than it appears to be. The men who caught the fish, having a “ license from 
the proprietor,” were legal anglers, and had a perfect right to take as many and sell 
as many fish as they could legally catch ; and it must be borne in mind that “ the 
bailiffs were present to see that the fish were all legally caught.” This frees the 
anglers from the accusation made against them of “ wholesale plundering,” as if 
anything had been wrongly or illegally done the bailiffs would most assuredly 
have done their duty. The only “wrong” needing “remedy” is to extend the net 
season a fortnight or a month longer than it is at present.—l am, &c., 

Coldstream, N.B., Nov. 18th. J. W, NESBITT. 





FLAT-WINGED FLOATING FLIES, nek 

S1r,--My letter upon this subject which appeared in your issue of the 5th inst. 
brought me a communication from Mr, Holland, of Salisbury, in which he inclosed 
half a dozen patterns of flies, tied upon the principle which I had suggested, There 
wasan Alder, an Orange Sedge, a Down-looker (with open wings likea geometer moth), 
a Willow Fly, a Needle Fly in the act of closing its wings, and a Black Gnat. They 
are all marvellously like the natural fly. The Alder and Sedge in particular have 
excited admiring comment from all to whom I have shown them. 

Mr. Holland tells me that he tied flies according to these patterns many years 
ago, but that they never seemed to do any better than the double flat-wing, my 
certainly did not last half so long ; that although the stems were all tied Be ‘5 
wings either cracked off or something went wrong. I wrote to him, potting ou 






that the-quill in his patterns ran along near the top of the wing and not in. the 
middle, or nearly parallel with the shank of the hook, suggesting that the..wings 
would be less likely to whip off if tied in the latter position. Mr. Holland replied 
that, tied in the manner adopted by him in these patterns, the flies buoyed or swam 
very much better than if tied as suggested by me, He added that he had tried all 
sorts of dodges, and finds in the end that the ordinary flat-winged fly gives the best 
results. 

It would seem as if everything had been tried already, and that the best patterns 
of modern fly-tying represent, indeed, the survival of the fittest. However, I mean 
to keep pegging away. In the meanwhile, I can only thank Mr. Holland for the 
courtesy and kindness which led him to address me in the first instance and to send 
me the patterns, and afterwards to continue the correspondence.—I am, &e., 

VAL CONSON, 





DAVIES’ ADJUSTABLE JARDINE SNAP. 

Srr,—I have tried the triangle with metal eye at top and bend, as suggested by 
“O, B, C.”; but find that it is not so easy to adjust, or so secure when adjusted, as 
the simple eyed triangle with a jam hitch, Further, it is more likely to come out, 
as the weight of the bait falls chiefly on the back; whereas in mine it is suspended 
as in a bridle, with an equal weight on both hooks. : ; 

Mr, Bickerdyke’s objection is one I found with the Jardine snap, with too large 
a small hook on the lower triangle. It is completely obviated by the small hook 
being very small and fine. When you strike it simply tears the pectoral fin away, 
and does not enter the body at all. ; : 

For very large bait you may use two flights, one on each side, but passing through 
only one top triangle. This is a very secure method for +1b. baits and large pike. 

The Editor asks how I stain the gimp, Alas! that beautiful stain he admired is 
treacherous ; and never, never will I buy any more stained gimp, but stain it myself 
with flowers of sulphur.—I am, &c., 

Orwell House, Town Close, Norwich, Nov. 19. 


ADJUSTABLE SNAP TACKLE. 

S1r,—I rather like Christopher Davies's modification of*my live-bait snap tackle, 
as illustrated in the “F. G.,” Noy. 5th; but it might be improved by another metal 
loop on the shank of the “ dorsal” triangle; the gimp to be twisted round the 
shank, thus arranging the distance required between the two triangles. Many 
“snaps” are sold in the trade as my pattern very unlike that I furnished some of 
the tackle-makers with, and I expect Mr. Davies got one of the spurious copies. I 
have, therefore, made and sent you a perfect one. 

The large hook is to be put through the base of the dorsal fin, the other two hooks Jie 
at the side of the bait—a better position, I think, than on the top, as in C. D.’s “ modi- 
fied,” The small hook on the bottom triangle is placed in the gristle of pectoral 
fin, or, better still, in the corner of the gill-cover. 

My pike snaps are made in various sizes, to suit different-sized baits; and experi- 
ence has taught me that to miss hooking fish with them is an extremely rare 
occurrence. 

Reversing the small pectoral hook, as Mr. Bickersdyke suggests, would, I think, 
be altogether a mistake ; for in throwing out the jerk would be sure to unfasten 
the “pectoral triangle,” which would then hang loose, and away from the live-bait, 
his reversed hook having no hold whatever, except by its “barb ”__a very insecure 
one indeed.—I am, Xc., 

18, Albion-square, London, E., Nov. 24, A. G. JARDINE. 


[As will be seen from one of our “ Notes ” this week, Messrs. Gaynor and Son, of 
Richmond, have since 1883 made a kind of Jardine snap. with metal eye at the end 
of the shank, and another at the bend of the dorsal triangle, as suggested by John 
Bickersdyke last week and Mr, Jardine in the above letter.—ED. ] 


G, CHRISTOPHER DAVIES. 








S1r,—Mr, E. Shrubsole, fishing-tackle maker, of 15, Medway-street, Maidstone, 
has sent me some exceedingly well and correctly-made live-bait pike-snaps of my 
pattern, of which the price (4s. dozen) is very moderate, and they are mounted on 
copper gimp, which is an advantage, brass showing too much, especially when the 
water is clear. He is also bringing out ‘“ pike-legers ” and “ paternosters,” to patterns 
I have supplied him with.—I am, Xc,, A. G, JARDINE, 





Srr,—I have used the “adjustable ‘snap ” on the “Pennell” sliding lip-hook 
principle for some time, and am greatly pleased with it. I have always procured 
the snaps from Messrs, Samuel Price and Co., of Seymour-street, Euston-square, and 
have always been pleased with their goods, especially their running-lines. One, 
which I bought there several years ago, I tested the other day, and found it in 
splendid order—not a weak point in it.I am, &c., 

November 18th, Nom DE PLUME, 


COARSE FISH FOR STOCKING PURPOSES. 
S1r,—Will you, or such of your readers as can, kindly inform me where the above 
are to be bought ?—I am, &c., RD, WOOLFALL, 
Liverpool, Oct, 23. 
[We shall be glad to hear from any who can supply live coarse fish ; also live 
eels,—ED. | o 





Se ee ee 
GOOD TROUT- FISHING NEAR LONDON WANTED. 
Srr,—Can any of your readers recommend a quiet place in one of the Southern 
Counties (within about 35 miles of London) where good trout-fishing could be ob- 
tained by the month, or the probability of a stretch of water. being hired?—I 
am, &c¢., a Tae 
Gloucester-gate, N.W. 





TO PREVENT MOTH AND RUST. 
S1r,—Will you kindly say in your next issue what you consider the best preven- 
tive for moth among artificial flies? I find they attack my Palmers most, 
Please also say how to preserve the hooks from rust, as, if oil is used, it mats the 
feathers ?—I am, Xc.,, 
Huntingdon, Noy. 21. REGULAR SUBSCRIBER, 


[The only really effective plan we know is to keep the fly-book in an oiled: silk 
bag or a mackintosh sponge bag, and place it so protected in a tin box—though the 
latter is hardly necessary if the bag is fastened up securely—so that air’ and ‘damp, 
and, consequently, also moths, are excluded. The bag should be full large, so the 
mouth of it can be fastened up as the mouth of a sack is done, by winding string 
tightly round it, This plan is better than relying on camphor, tobacco leaves, and 
“insecticides” of any kind, many of which not only attract moisture, but, 
apparently, moths also,—ED. | 





FISHING. AT DEAL. 

_Sin,—The weather being unfavourable, very few fish haye peen taken from the 
pier. On the 18th (Friday last) Messrs. Briand and Morley caught four score’ of 
codling and whiting. Other gentlemen (self included) also had a fair share—sprats 
and lugworms the baits. The wind was then from the west, now it is vice-versa, as 
when it is rough from the east the sand and sewage from all towns along the coast 
thickens the water, and drive the fish into more comfortable quarters—to the deeps. 
The boatmen bring lots of whiting in. They follow the sprats, and live upon them. 
The prices they are sold for (12 a shilling) is véry low, as visitors have mostly left, 
and, in consequence, there is no extra demand for them. I bought a cod, which 
weighed 231b,—the price, 4s. 6d. On being cléaned, ‘a 1lb. conger eel was found 
inside, bitten clean in halves. I never heard of such a thing before, so: conclude 
that the gullet of a cod is something like that of a’chub, which latter fish, we’ know 
too-well, severs a fish in two in his throat. fe . sr emmy 

Severe] of the emigrants, with life-belts on, have been picked up here, the wind 
AIG ’ 3% basin PS OEE HR HO 
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1 n the evidence 
proved that the emigrant ship steamed into the other while at anchor, then drifted 
away out of their sight and hearing, Itis a pity the steamers will go on ina dense 
fog “ to save time.” Fog-horns are continally blowing from them ; but ‘how soon 
a fatal accident occurs through this practice. raed : 

Whiting abound here ; but we want a west or southerly wind to secure success 
from the pier. Several London anglers have beeti to Deal in consequence of the 
reports in “F.G,”—I am, &c., * T, R, SAcus, 


and icy-cold water haying perished them. At the inquest. yesterday, : 





ANGLING’ ARTICLES. eh" 

Srr,—In the interests of a long-suffering angling public, I venture to ask your 
permission to address a few words of respectful protest to angling writers in 
general, Gentlemen— oer b 3349 

1, Is it not time to decently bury some of the played-out and defunct jokes with 
which most of you think it “correct” to garnish your articles. Is it, for instance, — 
invariably necessary that we should knew that Mr, Pig’s Wool, when he caught his 
salmon, trout, or pike, “ wetted him.” ? The joke was young once, and merry and 
sprightly, no doubt, poor thing ; but he has seen better days, and the angling public 
doesn’t care a Schiedam whether Mr. Pig’s Wool “ wetted him” or not, ‘The public 
may in general take it for granted that he did, without offending the probabilities, 

2, Is it necessary to gloat over animal comforts to the:extent: to which some of 
you do? Are anglers, as a class, gluttons and winebibbers, and friends of publicans? 
Surely, no. In the main, I think they are a very decent class of fellows, and much 
belied in this respect. It seems to have become a superstition with many of you 
that you should tell us what you ate and drank, Again I say, gentlemen, the public 
would be justified in assuming that you took proper care of yourselves; but they are 
not in general interested in your partiality for sausages or devilled kidney. 

3, Would it not be desirable to spare us the railway journeys and the drives to the 
scene of operations? Pray consider this. There is a certain monotony about rail- 
way journeys in real life; but in fiction ———!! Yet it often happens ‘that, in a 
long article, what with: descriptions of railway journeys, taverns, drives, drinks, 
scenery, and preliminaries, the little bit-about the fishing itself is almost lost: The 
fishing surely must be very delicate to require so much'wrapping up.2 9) ee 

4, Then, gentlemen, the scenery! How many thousands of columns of angling 
scenery have your judicious readers skipped.. They are marvellously same and 
unrecognisable nineteen times in twenty. They might be turned ‘into a hat, shaken 
together, and picked out at random, and so long as the rivers didn’t get mixed’ with 
the lakes and ponds few would be the wiser. Do learn to write recognisable deserip- 
tions, or drop it. sd BOLT ae 

Finally, gentlemen, do not say I have cut away all your matter. There is ample 
material left for articles as long’as ever you wrote. I have only brought you down 
to the root of the whole matter—the fishing. Tell us something of your water 
(unless it be a well-known club water), its feeders, the nature of the soil it flows 
through, its width, depth, pace, volume, colour, its vegetable and insect life, its over- 
hanging bushes and trees and their insect life, the flies or baits you use and their 


- makers, your rod and its maker, your novel devices, your practical observations, 


your new patterns, the weather, the colour of the clouds and of the bottom, the 
state of the wind; the season’ of the year, and all those’ thousand ‘and 6ne things 
germane to the subject which you could write about so well if it only occurred to 
you to do so, The late Mr, FE. Walton was a good old man, and I am sure would 
never have published his “Compleat Angler” if he had ‘known what a°host of 
servile imitators he was to have in the succeeding years, I beg to record my 

emphatic protest against more of it.—I am, &c., nF 
Nov. 22. VAL CONSON, 
[To a good deal of this we say “ Amen.”—Ep.] \ rene 





FISHING IN. WALES IN SEPTEMBER. 2 

Srtr,—I here send you copy of a letter sent to me by a gentleman of New 
Hampton, who fished in Wales in September last. Writing me from the Grapes 
Hotel, Maentwrog, on-the 27th September, he says :— Ais ' 

“Tam just returned from my holiday, and have had the best sport I have had 
for many years. My best day was 241b. weight—a salmon of 10lb., and the.rest 
peal of from 11b, to 3lb. (at least, I suppose they are the same as. your peal—they 
call them sewin in Wales). I generally got from eight to ten or twelve every day, 
besides brown trout, but they are scarce in the river I was fishing in. The minnow 
seemed no good; I caught most of them on small Drake flies, and that Grannom 
you made me was a great favourite with them. I advise you to try it, or you might 
make it larger for use when the water is big,”—I am, &c., 

Torrington, 








PRACTICAL ANGLER, 


FISHING. AT TAUNTON. . 


§1r,—Will you kindly inform me through your paper if there is any fishing to be 

obtained (private or public) near Taunton at present time ?—ITam, &¢,, 2.5 od) 
eran Oe regres ey oo« OVELL WARREN, 

(“The ‘Anglers’ Diary’ says there is trout, perch, roach, and dace-fishing 
in the Tone, Trout in Kingston Brook and Black Brook. The Tone above the town 
is preserved by an association. Trouting poor ; best at Bradford, four miles up, where 
the association water ends, Pike-fishing is good below the town ; leave must be got 
from the millers and landowners. Small perch, roach, tench, and eels in the Bridg- 
water Canal,”—ED. | pe 2 , : a 


site a: fee or ane lr? 





; ~ TO STAIN GIMP,” erm eae 
_ Srr,—Seeing you want a good stain for gimp, I venture to send you the. follow- 
ing :— ' : ae nchcps't coat eyelets 
Into a 1lb, jam-jar put a piece of sulphate of copper (bluestone). about half the 
size of a walnut; add half this’ quantity of hyposulphite of soda ; fill the jar half 
full with boiling water, stir till the crystals dissolve ; then immerse the gimp, 
which must be clean and'bright, bearing in mind that the hotter the solution is, the 
darker the colour will be. Take out gimp with a piece of stick as soon as it is dark 
enough, well rinse in warm water, and then you may give it a'dip in methylated 
spirit (although this is hardly necessary), allow.-to, dry,; pull once-through a.soft 
piece of rag, on which is sprinkled a little dry -placklead to. polish it, . This stain 
does equally well for brass or copper gimp, and is very. cheap, ,which cannot be said 
of the platinum bichlorate usually recommended; —i am, K&@.p.0 6 8 © Qe iae. 
Weybridge; 1:08: grotiobe> en Ioat vinzglowhoger aa don bbOsdicds: LENEY. | 
'[The colouris good ; but’ is Mr, Leney satisfied that, the immersion of the,silk in 
all these hot chemical solutions does not impair-its-strength !—Hb, ]. s ogterd 
: sta 03 sored s )zeGh dl tes003 5 2 a 
: ee LS A SOS EN pears ’ 3 = eb Sey Stench ee 
A FisHinc AND Huntine Story.—On: Wednesday, last - week, : two gentlemen, 
Sir Francis Meeke and Mro-Frank: Rogers,-solicitor, of Bawtry, went, fora,day’s 
fishing in Langold Lake, having permission. from Mr. William Jessop, of Walling 
Wells; todo'so, In the course of the sport-Sir. Francis, Meeke hooked and landed a 
big pike, one of the largest caught about this-neighbourhood: - It was judged atthe 
time to be over 201b., and considering that Sir Francis is nearly 90. years,old, the 
feat was-an uncommon one. The-fish, was, taken. into the, house of Mr. Charles 
Bingley, of Langold, where it was scaled, and was found to pull,fully.211b... 1b, was 
presented to Mr. Jessop, who is haying it cured and stuffed, and intends keeping it 
not only asa very fine fish, but as a,memento of what the hale and hearty, Sir 
Francis Meeke accomplished at_his_great_age, We. may_mention that on Monday 
last Sir Francis was following: Lord Galway’s; hounds, and it was noted that the 
united ages of/rider and horse was 106.years—Sir Francis.87. years,,and his mare 19 
years, Long may the pair.hunt together! cont a duiw uote) over ons om 
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THE NEXT. SPORTSMAN’S EXHIBITION. 


THIS annual gathering together of all appliances necessary to the 
enjoyment of the many sports and pastimes of this country is for 
the year so close at hand fixed to take place at the Royal Agricul- 
tural Hall, Islington, N., with its original promoter, Mr. Harry 
Etherington, as manager. In past years the Sportsman’s Exhibition 
has been held at the Islington Hall, Aquarium, and Olympia, the 
latter place having been its last locale ; but from experience it has been found 
that the original location at the old hall is the more convenient for the public, 
and more remunerative to the firms who send their latest improvements, whether 
it is in drags, dog-carts, hammerless guns, fishing-tackle, a new racquet, or an 
improved steam-launch ; for whilst Olympia is ‘“‘ West,” yet it is a far cry and a 
tedious journey, but the Agricultural Hall is within easy reach of all and is so 
much better known. At the last Sportsman’s Exhibition, Mr. Etherington, fully 
alive to the requirements of his patrons, made it even more complete by adding a 
show of dogs, the classes in which were confined to sporting dogs, this proving 
both a welcome and beneficial adjunct to the exhibition. Mr. Etherington has 
now made arrangements with the committee of the Kennel Club, by which they 
will hold their annual winter show of sporting and other dogs in connection 
with the Sportsman’s Exhibition. This will certainly be the means of attracting 
sportsmen and the public in their thousands, and a record in the way of exhibi- 
tions may be expected. The Sportsman’s Exhibition will open to the public on 
Thursday, February 9th, and remain open until Saturday, February 18th. The 
offices, which have been 152, Fleet-street, for the past six years, are removed to 
43, New Oxford-street, W.C. 





CLOSE OF THE ANNAN ANGLING SEASON. 


Tue fishing season in the Annan terminated on Monday, the 14th inst. 
Although comparing favourably with other Scotch rivers, it cannot be said to 
have been a particularly happy one from an angler’s point of view, as during 
the summer months the water was so low that fish could not proceed to the 
upper reaches. The trout-fishing was poor in the early spring ; but improved 
as the season wore on. The salmon-fishing was scarcely up to the average of 
former years, as the dry weather lasted so far into the autumn, that by the time 
the rain came the season was drawing to a close. During the last three weeks 
the water rose considerably, and anglers worked hard to make up for lost time, 
with fair results, notably in the lower part of the river. Mr. Henry Boyd 
killed a salmon of 20lb. below Annan Bridge ; 
the Mount Annan ‘section, and further down the river landed three 
additional fine fish. The keeper took one from the Sand pool, and Mr. McMurdo 
did fairly well in the Castle Milk water. Dr. Parkinson, Oldham, landed one of 
19}1b., and the same gentleman killed another of 25lb ; Mr. Mansfield had also 
two good fish. During the few closing days, when the river was in trim, 
the following kills were effected in the Hoddam wrter:—On the 10th, Mr, 
A. Dalzell, one of 23lb.; Mr. Thomas Reid, one of 18lb. ; and Mr. James 
Oswald, one of 7lb. On the 11th, Mr. A. Dalzell, one of 14lb. On the 14th, 
Mr. Thomas Reid, one of 18lb.; Mr. A. Dalzell, one of 18lb. In the upper 
reaches of the Annan the season has been a disappointing one all through, in 
consequence of the scarcity of water. One good salmon of 211b., however, was 
caught by Sergt. John Bell Moffatt on the 11th, near Wamphray Station, being 
the heaviest fish landed from the upper reaches for a number of years. ' Mr. Bell 
also secured a fine salmon, weighing 1031b., near Woodfoot. 

: : GLoBE TROTTER. 





i EXPERIENTIA DOCET. 











_Lorp Dersy has recently expressed the opinion that to have a well-instructed 


“people is no less than a question of life or death to a nation, and he specially com- 


mends Competitions, Prizes, Scholarships, &c., as valuable agencies for the diffusion 


of sound and useful teaching. Apropos of this, it may be mentioned that the Editor | 
scheme of an Amateur Free University, of | 


of Cassell's-Magazine has prepared a 
which details are given in the December part, 


Mr. Crawford killed two in! 


PISHINGS TO. LET. 





MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


THE 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona, I,0.M.) 


TROUT and GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


The PROPRIETOR of the 


RADNORSHIRE ARMS HOTEL, 


Presteign, Radnor, 
Offers SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION 
to Anglers and their Families. 
Charming Scenery and Health Resort. Posting. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
9 their wants known through the medium 
of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers, 


TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING, 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 


The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
ofthe stream, which is well stocked “with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will tind in the “ bosky dells ”’ of Coquet- 
side an ample field for research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Oarriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
particulars, address THE MANAGERESS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberland 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c, 
“Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 
Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp, 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 
SWAN HOTEL, 
TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 


N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 


Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be! pains to make anglers comfortable, The Teme is 


obtained at the office of this paper. 


a noted grayling stream. 








Angling Reminiscences, 


FRANCIS 


FRANCIS, 


Just Published, Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. Can be had post 
free by sending stamps to 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
ST. DUNSTAN’S HOUSE, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C. 


IMPORTANT TO 


SPORTSMEN, 





THE COMBINATION HEATING FLASK, 
With Spirit Lamp and Drinking Cup Combined. 





































































































ALPHA SHAPE.—Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 
BETA SHAPE.—Tin to hold 1 Pint (Lamp combined) 


-& Very useful.” 
> —FISHING GAZETTE, 
LOLOL I IS 


Sportsmen should never 
go out without. one of 
Katon’s Heating Flasks, 
It is very neat and com- 
pact, fits without incon- 
venience in pocket, and 
| its contents can be 
readily heated in a few 
minutes, Invaluable to 
Anglers, Bicyclists, 
Tourists, Travellers, 
Boating Parties, Doctors, 
and early risers. Used 
by many Thames 
Anglers, 





























-. 29. 3d. Free by 
. 4s. Od.( Parcels Post on 
. 2a, 6d. receipt of 


4s, 3d.) Postage Stamps. 


Any of the above in Nickel or Electro-Plated to Order. AGHNTS WANTED, 


E, EATON & CO,, 28, MARTIN'S LANE, CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


TROUT AND GRAYLING 
SEASON 1887-8. 


Orders are now booked at low rates for Ova, Fry, 
and Yearlings from the finest and gamest strains 
in the kingdom, 

COARSE FISH and HATCHING 
APPARATUS SUPPLIED. 
FISHERIES LAID OUT. 
PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION TO 
THOMAS, FORD, Manor FISHERY, 
CAISTOR, LINCOLNSHIRE. 


LOGH FLIES. 


Mr. MURDOCH’S SUTHERLANDSHIRE 
PATTERNS. 
Wholesale and Retail. 


SALMON FLIES FOR HAMPSHIRE AVON 


(References), GUT CASTS. 


WM. GARDEN, 
1224, UNION STREET, ABERDEEN, 
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“Harper’s Magazine is a marvellous shillingsworth.”—Jlustrated London News. 


NOW READY, COMPLETE IN ITSELF, 


CHRISTMAS. 


NUMBER. 


HARPER'S MAGAZINE, 1887. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING (post free on receipt of 15 Stamps). 
SS 


CONTENTS. 


| CAPTAIN SANTA CLAUS. 


SHOW’D THAT EARTH IS 


“HIS SERMON NEVER SAID OR 
“ The Vicar.” 


FOUL, THAT HEAVEN IS GRACIOUS.” Illustration for 
Drawn by Edwin A. Abbey. (Frontispiece. ) 


OLD GARDEN FLOWERS. F. W. BursipG#, F.L.S. 11 Mlus- 
trations, Drawn by Alfred Parsons. Engraved by McCann, Aikman, 
Anderson, Heard, Stewart. and Varley. 

THE VICAR. A POEM. WuntHRop MacKworTd PRABD. 


With Ten Illustrations. Drawn by Edwin A, Abbey. 
ANOTHER WAY. A POEM. ANDREW LANG. 


“INJA.” A STORY. AMELIE RIVES. 4 Illustrations. Drawn 


by Frederic Dielman. Engraved by Davis, Lindsay, French, and Bernstrom. 


PAULINE PAVLOVNA. A DRAMATIC POEM, TLomAs 
BAILEY ALpricn. 2 Illustrations, Drawn by C.8, Reinhart. Engraved 
by Wellington and King. 

HIS “DAY IN COURT.” CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK. 5 Illus- 


trations. Drawn by A. B. Frost. Engraved by Tinkey and Wolf. 
THE CONVICT’SCHRISTMAS EVE. A POEM, Witt CARLETON, 
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Gilbert Gaul. Engraved by Wolf. 
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SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY. 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 
8, SHOREDITCH, E. 


Slightly Soiled Coats can frequently be had at low prices. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT 
UP WHILE CaSTING. gh are 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In orderi specif 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish coon. ae tary vinka: Samed 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 








A STORY. CAPTAIN CHARLES 
Kine, U.S.A. Drawn by R. F. Zogbaum. Engraved by 


Stewart. 


3 Illustrations. 


| ANTHONY OF PADUA. A POEM. HARRIET LEWIS BRADLEY. 


Illustration, ‘“ Saint Anthony of Padua,” 
Engraved by Closson,. 


ANNIE LAURIE. A STORY. ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS. 
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CRADDOCK’S HELDEST. 


Baytor. 4 Illustrations, 
by Tinkey. 
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The “ Hasy Chair” in a new Dress.—A Rosary of Memory told before the 
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EDITOR’S STUDY. WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS. 
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Art, or True to Life? Burke says Life.—‘The Standard of the Arts in every 
Man’s Power.” —The Ideal Grasshopper ; the Friends of this Type. 
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A STORY. FRANCES COURTESAY 
Drawn by Frederick Barnard. Engraved 


EDITOR'S DRAWER. Conducted by CHARLESDUDLEY WARNER. 
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A Christmas for the Rich as well as for the Poor.- 
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ESTABLISHED Two CENTURIES. he 
EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


JOHNSON’S 
Ce ae HIGHLAND BLEND 


YEARLINGS |e 
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paid to any station in England. Full Price Lists 
on application. —_—_ 
§. JOHNSON & SONS, 

WATH-ON-DEARNE, YORKS. Established A.D. 1799. 


HOUSE, GUILDFORD. 


ANGLING & SHOOTING. 


_ Mr.G@EO, MORRISON, Bridge of Dee, Aberdeen, 
is open to Report oa Fishings on the following 
Rivers—viz., Dee, Don, Spey, Deveron, Ness, Avon, 
North Esk, Thurso, and Loch More. 


G. M., before reporting on any fishing, will 
personaly visit and inspect it, and this will enable 
him toinvest his report with that summary of 
detail which is so essential to the guidance of 
sporting gentlemen, and which the practical 
experience of thirty years on the rivers named 
will enable to supply. 

G. M. wili also Report any of the Moors in the 
Counties of Aberdeen, Banff, Kincardine, Inver- 
ness, and Caithness. 

Gentlemen requiring a Report of Fishing would 
do well te communicate as early as possible. 
SWITCHING AND SINGLE AND DOUBLE 

SPEY CASTING TAUGHT. 








BURGHLEY PARK 
FISHERY. 


EYED TROUT OVA, 15s. per 1,000 
FRY from £1 per 1,000, 


Year-Old FISH at reduced rates, 
A few Year-Old BLACK BASS for SALE, 








W. T. SILK, Stamford. 
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Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
i: E: WD A La, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 


None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, 
Oa Label. { or Hutchinson & Son., } Kendal. 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 


ESTABLISHED 1745. 
FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and all 








GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 











other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 

Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23 6d. 

per dozer. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 

Hooks, KVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent for 

the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 

Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 

Fly Fishing as used by some of the best Hampshire 

Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Eaton and Deller’: Rods, 

Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.’s 

Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 

sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 

selected, Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 

-to Dress Them.’ G, H., having personal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 

Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 

PIKE and GENERAL FISHING a She Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 

onth, 

George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. - 

Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

QOon:r butions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

TH FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 


the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland 
» Six Months ” 
»» Three Months ,, 9 3 he oe eicasteenees 2 8 
To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
188, Fleet-street, London, 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A VETERAN FLY-FISHER.—III. 
By H. R. Francis, M.A. 


THE familiar poetic saying that “the child is father of the man” 
holds good in another sense beyond that in which it is commonly 
quoted. We find it true not only that the tastes, feelings, and 
tendencies shown by the child grow with his growth and strengthen 
with his strength till they attain their full maturity in manhood, 
but also that casual impressions from without received in early 
years may affect the man’s whole career. In my own case, I know 
that a view from a high point of the Bristol downs some sixty-three 
years since affected my entire life’s history. After galloping six or 
seven miles over turf and fern with all a schoolboy’s delight in rapid 
motion, I pulled my pony up at a spot whence the eye could range 
far away across the Severn. It was a clear summer’s day—so clear 
that the prospect disclosed to me seemed almost boundless. But 
beyond the rich and varied landscape spread distinctly before me I 
could dimly perceive an object which riveted my attention by its 
strangeness, a3 well ag its beauty—an undulating line of blue on the 
extreme North-western horizon. In reply to my eager inquiries, I was told, 
“Those are the Welsh mountains.” Now, my life up to this date had been 


passed in level country, chiefly in Middlesex and Suffolk, with an occasional trip 
to the seaside, and I had scen nothing more mountainous than Richmond 
Hill or the Devil’s Dyke. And so that faint suggestion of lofty ridge and peak, 
somewhere afar from the world I knew, seized on my boyish imagination like 
a vision seen in some enchanter’s glass. And so I formeda dreamy resolve—if I 
did not register a vow—that the first time I found myself my own master I would 
flee to those wonderful mountains. Could I have foreseen all that followed 
from that resolve, should I have nursed and clung toit? (Quien sale? But 
never can I regret the events which led me to beautiful Wales—wild 
Wales—hospitable Wales—land of young fancy and keen-eyed sport, 
of delicious day-dreams and glorious rambles by lake and stream. But 
I am anticipating. I had entered at Cambridge in November, 1829. It was 
not till the summer of 1832, after some nine months of hard study and nearly 
two years’ imperfect convalescence from a sharp attack of scarlet fever, that I 
joined a reading-party under an able mathematician of my own coilege, with the 
purpose of brushing up long-neglected work, and, at least, “‘ scraping through ” 
as a Junior Optime, that I might be able to compete in the Classical Tripos 
early in 1833. We were but a small party, my kind old tutor taking with him 
but two pupils besides myself. 

There was much preliminary debate as to our location—Scotland and the 
English lakes being both suggested ; but I had set my heart on North Wales, 
while the others had no distinct preference, and as usually happens in such cases 
the clearer will prevailed. North Wales was decided on, and I set out with Mr. 
Walker, vid Birmingham and Shrewsbury, leaving my fellow-pupils to follow as 
soon as we had found desirable quarters. I pass over the delights of that 
journey ; our admirable breakfast at Llangollen, our halt at Corwen, where I 
caught my first Welsh trout in the Dee, and heard the Welsh harp played by a 
charming lady-performer (afterwards distinguished at several Eisteddfodiau), 
and the picturesque marvels of Telford’s grand Holyhead Road, where, after 
crossing a wild stretch of high moorland, it winds downward by the cragg 
margin of “old Conwy’s foaming flood” to Bettws-y-Coed. 


In that loveliest of lovely scenes, just where the Llugwy plunges under the 
Pont-y-pair, shortly before joining the Conwy, we found our desired haven of 
rest at a little inn called the Cross Keys—closed, alas! long ago. For our two 
friends we found quarters in a thriving farmhouse, Cwm Llanerch by name. 
Ah! those were the days for wandering anglers—days of many fish and few 
fishermen ; days of wild rambles, rarely disturbed by the Cockney tourist ; days 
when the modern hotel-bill was unknown among the mountains, and you might 
live well and cheaply in some picturesque retreat, and pursue your sport, un- 
questioned, by lake or river. I well remember with what astonishment I heard 
the terms on which we were to be boarded and lodged at the Cross Keys. My 
tutor and I had our separate bedroom, perfect in cleanliness and comfort, 
with a large sitting-room for our common use, looking out on the 
Llugwy in the foreground, backed by its range of wooded crags. We lived, I 
may say, luxuriously, the staples of our fare being salmon, Welsh mutton, 
poultry, bacon, fresh eggs, the richest of cream for our tea and coffee, home- 
made bread, and divers fruit tarts, with the best custards I ever tasted. And 
for all these good things we paid but £1 per week a-piece! Even our home- 
brewed—of which my own consumption was in those days considerable—was 
thrown into the bargain, and we had no extras but wine and spirits. Our friends 
at the farm lived on the same terms, and in the fulness of rustic plenty. I 
remember when our party of four sat down there to half a salmon, a goose, a 
turkey, and a sirloin of beef, followed by a huge plum-pudding and a cranberry 
tart! But we had the advantage in point of cookery, for our hostess had been 
housekeeper in a good English family, and had for several successive summers 
catered during the fly-fishing season for a London barrister who was tant soit pew 
gourmet. And we were admirably waited on, “ the daughter of the Cross Keys,” 
as the Welsh oddly phrase it, being a bonnie lass, light-footed, and neat-handed. 
There was, however, a housemaid of a different motld whose method of 
“tidying” our sitting-room now and then roused my wrath. Kitsan Fawr 
(Big Kate), as we used to style her, was a splendid specimen of muscular develoy- 
ment, nearly six feet high, and broad in proportion. Had she gone in for 
athletics, Peggy Evans, who kept the wrestling ring at Llanberis for 20 years, 
might have trembled for her laurels. But her notions of arrangement were 
peculiar. When I came down for a short spell of reading before breakfast, I 
generally found a chaos of fly-books, minnow-tackle, and mathematical papers 
piled on a side-table in disastrous confusion. I used to expostulate in forcible, 
though not, I think, profane language, whereupon Kitsan would meekly fold 
her mighty arms over a well-developed bust, and glancing at me “ slantendicular,” 
would say, in the mildest tones of injured innocence, “Ah! doan’t square, Mr. 
Francis bach, anwyl, glws !” (little, dear, pretty Mr. Francis !)—an absurd appeal, 
which was sure to change my “squaring” to hearty laughter. Poor Kitsan! I 
wonder if she is still living, an unwieldy or decrepit grandmother. What a 
change has come over my Welsh haunts since thosedays! Bettws is still the 
centre of a matchless variety of beautiful scenery. ‘he wild valleys of the 
Machno, the Lledr, and the Llugwy, each with its own distinctive style of 
beauty, successively bring their streams to join the waters of the Conwy, just 
ere it sweeps down through that glorious vale of Llanrwst, which Burke long 
ago called “ the garden of North Wales.” The Gwydyr crags still beetle over 
the dark river from the Carnarvonshire side, while opposite them the wooded 
hills of Denbighshire slope gently away in picturesque contrast. But where 
are the solitudes which in those days invited the venturous explorer? Where 
are the fere nature which then peopled them ? 

There is a railway from Conway to Llanwrst—a tubular bridge spans the 
outfall of the river. Beyond the estuary, Llandudno, which I remember a 
pretty village, with but one small inn and one lodging-house for casual bathers, 
is now a fashionable watering-place, with a modish crescent mocking the grace- 
ful curve of the bay, and staring the cliffs out of countenance ; while —horror 
of horrors !|—there is a carriage-drive round the Great Orme’s Head, which I 
remember the haunt of innumerable sea-fowl, the refuge of the raven and the 
peregrine falcon. Perhaps there are changes for the better ; perhaps the lambs 
by Llyn Parc feed the safer for the disappearance of the wild cat from the 
Gwydyr Cliffs. Yet some wayward regrets may be forgiven to the lover of 
Nature who misses at once the forms of life most appropriate to wild, romantic 
scenery, and the loneliness which made that scenery most impressive ; and if 
the throng of tourists in such a region as that of which I write ought indeed to 
be rejoiced in, as implying the greatest happiness of the greatest number, I may 
at least be permitted to lament the enormous increase of expense which now 
renders a summer visit to the loveliest neighbourhood in North Wales a luxury 
for the rich only— 

“ Giving a sum of more 
To that which had too much,” 


The old Royal Oak, facing the ford below the Pont-y-pair, which I remember 
a little rustic inn, distinguished only by David Cox’s signboard, is now a grand 
hotel—well kept, I am told, but, alas! utterly beyond the reach of purses as 
slender as mine was in 1832. 
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But this is a long digression. Let me speak now of the angling within ten 
miles of Bettws as I knew it in that and the two succeeding years. It was 
then, I am convinced, better on the whole than it has been since. As a salmon 
river the Conwy probably maintains its character, being easy of ascent for the 
fish and very carefully preserved for subscribers ; but then, I fancy, there is no 
slight multiplication of rods. In those earlier days there were but four or five 
regular salmon-fishers to the whole range of the Conwy, including a mile and a 
half of the Lledr above its junction, and the Llugwy up to the Bettws Bridge ; 
yet even so, the addition of a fresh hand in the shape of my tutor—a Scotch 
fisherman of some standing—was not unmarked, and I prudently resolved to 
profess myself only a trout-fisher of limited experience. But I got lessons in 
fly-tying not only from my “coach,” who went in chiefly for a few sober-tinted 
feathers—brown turkey, bittern, and heron hackle—but also from our fellow- 
lodger at The Keys, Mr. Kirkman, a clever, kindly lawyer, who had killed, I 
think, 65 fish in the previous season. He was all for bright and varied colours— 
gold pheasant, kingfisher, junglecock, paroquet, and the like—which he worked 
up most artistically, giving that free, life-like play to the wings and legs which 
I believe to be essential to a killing fly, whether for salmon or trout. Now of the 
rarer and costlier feathers I had none, or I should have placed them at Mr. Walker's 
service ; but I had, with some good necks for trout-flies, a lot of very brilliant 
dyed hackles, and some six weeks after our arrival, when my fingers were fairly 
trained, I put together a wonderful insect, with a tinsel and orange silk body, 
but otherwise wholly composed of these. I took particular pains with the 
wings, which I made with divers showy hackle-tips—red, blue, green, and yellow 
—arranged for the liveliest movement. This nondescript was unmercifully 
quizzed by our London professor; but my dear old tutor good-naturedly 
declared that it seemed to have all the essentials of the approved patterns, and 
that he would give it atrial. The river was just clearing after a spate, and a 
few hours later he threw it over the “ Crooked Pool”—the first of the Conwy 
salmon-casts to get into order—and killed a sixteen-pounder with it. Of course, 
the rival authorities declared this to be a mere fluke, and the fly was never tried 
again, for just then Mr. Walker got a supply of the feathers required for lures 
of the brilliant type most in vogue, and met his rivals on their own ground. 
But I have often regretted that the experiment was not fairly carried out. I 
have never professed myself a salmon-fisher—the pursuit being too expensive 
for my means—and have been well pleased to secure from time to time a 
‘‘ happening fish” with fly or minnow. But when I see the great variety of 
patterns which achieve undoubted success in the hands of masters of the craft, 
yet which seem to possess no common elements of attraction but the display of 
brilliant materials kept in lively motion by the combined action of the rod and 
the stream, Iam often tempted to think that to kill with my many-coloured 
hackle-fly was nota mere fluke after all. 

At the outset of my Welsh fishing I depended but little on the fly. The 
large trout and sewin of the Conwy and its tributaries were in those days 
strange to the minnow—or rather the spinning minnow was strange to them— 
and they rushed at it with an eagerness which I suppose their descendants in 
this Jubilee year would be far too discreet to exhibit. I used to wade deep 
where the river was parted into several rocky channels, and cast upward behind 
some large boulder in full expectation of a run, as my bait spun down the stream. 
The style in which the brown trout would dash in pursuit, plunging over stones 
and splashing through shallows, was marvellous. When my sport led me to the 
dangerous, rocky pools above the junction of the Lledr, the greed of the fish—I 
suppose from the hungrier nature of the water—was marked, not merely by the 
fury of their onslaught, but by a perseverance at all hazards beyond anything I 
have witnessed elsewhere. More than once have I seen a trout, who had been 
thrice hooked and thrice broken away, when seemingly exhausted by his 
struggles, yet make a final grab at the mangled remains of the bait, and find 
himself in the landing-net withoutfurther resistance. Several times, too, I was 
lucky enough to add a salmon, or a mort—the Welsh synonym for grilse—to my 
captures, 

With these, as with the brown trout, I was most successful when the water 
was lowest. The sewin (or sea-trout), on the other hand, took best in a spate, 
and the dryness of the season prevented my making more than two or three 
notable baskets. But large brown trout, from one to three pounds in weight, 
were always to be had. ‘There were only two drawbacks to my sport, which no 
rival shared with me. One was the extreme slipperiness of the water-worn rocks, 
and boulders over which I had to pick my footing. I had no properly nailed 
boots, and met with many severe falls—occasionally darigerous ones—which 
caused frequent loss of fish and smashing of tackle, and, at the best, sent me 
home thoroughly ducked, instead of merely wet, as my custom was, up to the 
hips. These “fox paws,” however, were not without their advantage, as they were 
always followed by a spell of Newton or trigonometry in token of a short-lived 
penitence. ‘The other hindrance to my success was the difficulty of obtaining 
minnows. A liberal distribution of sixpences—coins which had then no small 
persuasive power—among the few boys at Bettws sufficed to procure me a 
somewhat irregular and precarious supply while the waters were low ; buta flood, 
always sudden in those streams, and especially in the Llugwy, would sweep them 
away my young purveyors knew not whither— 


“And J was left, lamenting.” 


I remember on one occasion working hard myself from early morning to 
secure a few baits. A neighbouring squire, Mr. Tait, of Hendre, a thorough 
sportsman, and one of the best salmon-fishers in the country, was to meet me 
by the Waterloo Bridge, and show me the best salmon casts in the river, then 
seemingly in excellent ply. I had every hope of seeing him kill a fish or two, 
but still looked to getting some smaller game on my own account if I could but 
procure minnows. I succeeded in catching one, and one only, which, neverthe- 
less, I took with me. 

But the chapter of accidents in fishing is a very strange one. After my 
friend had sufficiently explored the first stream on his beat with no results, I tried 
a few throws with the minnow, and had the luck to find myself fast in a six- 
pounder. Such a fish would have been a “bit gilse” in Scotland ; but the feed 
of the Welsh coast is, I suppose, poorer, and I have never known a “ mort” 
above 4lb. weight. My captive was a veritable salmon, and when he had been duly 
gaffed I laid by my rod, and accompanied my friend, rejoicing. Oddly enough, 
Mr. Tait never raised a fish during our long walk, though he fished sundry well- 
known salmon pools, including the famous Wall stream. Yet I think the 
experience of that day tended, on the whole, to wean me from minnow-fish- 
a Pal all events, to make me depend more on the fly when the streams were 

ull. 
(To be continued.) 
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A SUCCESSFUL DAY’S POACHING. 


SOME years ago I was compelled to spend a fortnight in London on 
important business. It was towards the end of May, and the weather 
was fearfully hot. As I don’t like London, and hate all business, I 
was supremely miserable. Fancy, then, my joy when the hall-porter 
ai my club one day handed me a note from an old college friend, 
begging me to come and spend a few days with him in his bachelor 
home in the Midland Counties, and holding out as a bribe the 
promise of a good day’s trout-fishing. For the next two days I trod 
the burning pavements with a jaunty step. While the lawyers were 
pointing out to me interesting—to them, at least—pointsin musty old 
deeds, I was dreaming happily of green meadows, rippling shallows, 
and the grateful shade of gnarled old willows. I knew the stream, 
but had never had achance of fishing it. I telegraphed to my wife 
to send a certain box which she knows well, and which contains a couple of 
trout rods and all necessary tackle, to Penbridge ; and on the following Monday 
evening I stepped out of the train at that station to receive the warm greetings 
of my old friend, Norman, and to find my box all ready for me. <A three-mile 
drive in a high dog-cart, with a fast-trotting horse, soon landed us at Norman’s | 
most comfortable cottage. As you, sir, like your articles ‘‘ boiled down,” I 
will not linger over a description of the place, our dinner, or the delightful 
chat over old college days and friends, and I certainly will not reveal the 
number of tumblers emptied and pipes smoked before we went to bed. (My 
wife sometimes reads the ‘ F. G.”) 

Norman was a doctor—a very clever, but rather eccentric, man—who, having 
some little private fortune, preferred a small country practice to the hard work 
and severe strain of trying to fight his way to the front in the medical world 
of London, or one of our large towns. He attended all the best families in the 
neighbourhood but one, and was thus able to get me leave for a day’s fishing 
from Squire Thornton, one of the large landed proprietors of the district. 

Next morning, at breakfast, he handed me a letter, sealed with a grand coat 
of arms, giving me permission for a day’s fishing, and expressing regret that he, 
the squire, could only give me one day, as he had several friends coming to fish ; 
but adding that, at a future time, I should be welcome to two or three days, and 
winding up with a request that, if I had a good day, I would send him a brace 
of trout in time for dinner, as he had an old friend dining with him that day to 
whom trout were a treat. 

I had tied together my rod and got all ready before breakfast ; so as Norman 
started on his round to visit his patients I started for my fishing, with the 
following distinct directions from him :—‘‘ Go down the road for about a quarter 
gf a mile, get over the first stile on your left hand ; follow the path across two 
fields, which will bring you to a footbridge. From the footbridge you can fish 
up the valley on both sides of the stream till you come to the park wall.” 

Arrived at the footbridge, I was sorely tempted by a lovely stream below it. 
Two or three nice trout were rising—I could cover them from the bridge ; no one 
was in sight. But virtue triumphed ; I simply noted that they were taking 
Olive Duns, and having mounted one, I resolutely turned my back on tempta- 
tion, and wended my way up stream. The water for about two hundred yards 
was dead, with scarcely stream enough for the dry fly, but it looked just the 
water to hold big trout, and I noted it for future attention should a breeze 
spring up during the day. I had been told that Squire Thornton’s water was 
much fished, as he was very liberal in giving leave ; naturally, therefore, I had 
rigged up specially fine tackle. At the head of the dead water was a short 
stream, and here I sat down behind a bush to watch and prepare for the strife. 
The report was that there were a good many pounders in the water, and one or 
two of nearly 2lb. It was a good while before anything moved, and I occupied 
the time in looking out a few flies, and picking out a few strands of fine gut and 
putting them in my wet box. Twice I had seen a movement close to the bank 
on the other side ; butit was so slight that I could not tell whether it was an eddy 
or arise. However, as it was a likely spot, and I could see nothing else, I took 
a cast. In doing so I touched a tree behind me, and the cast was as bad as it 
could be—the gut all falling in a coil just over the very place where I had seen 
the movement. Instantly, in spite of coils of gut anda splash which would 
have frightened a pike, up came a big trout, took the fly like a lion, and smashed 
me before I had time to realise what had happened. ‘These are your shy trout, 
are they ? There are none above 2lb. in the water, are there? If that was 
not a good three-pounder I never saw one, were my thoughts, as I sadly repaired 
damages. Moving a little higher up, I came upon a charming spot. Two or 
three bushes hung over the water on my side, and sitting down behind them, 
I could see a pretty bit of water both above and below, which I could command 
without moving. A brace of nice fish rewarded me, one of about ilb., one of 
13lb. Not having disturbed the water much, I sat still and waited. On the 
other side of the stream appeared one whom I took to be the keeper, walking 
slowly up the bank, and not looking about him half so sharply as IL should 
have liked had he been my own keeper. I determined, if he did not see me, 
to let him pass ; he would probably meet me on his return beat, and I could 
then give him his modest tip, and send a brace by him to the squire. I hate 
having a keeper at my back when I am fishing a stream. He passed on, with 
his eyes on the ground, and never saw me. After he was well out of sight, I 
peered through the bushes, to see if there were any good trout about. The 
water was some 3ft. deep, and quite quiet. Suddenly I saw a splendid fish 
sail slowly by. Now fora bit of shade-fishing. I took off my cast-line, put a 
good-sized Alder on a stout bit of gut, which I fastened to the reel-line, and 
putting the point of my rod cautiously through the bush, let it hang over the 
water. After long waiting I saw my friend sail slowly back again. The fly 
was about an inch above the water ; my heart beat fast, as I saw him stop and 
look up at it. Slowly I dropped it; almost before it touched the water he 
had it. Then began one of the hardest fights I ever had with a fish; my tackle 
was strong, no doubt, but so was the fish. It was impossible to raise the point 
of the rod—I was obliged to play him from the reel. Time after time the case 
seemed all against me. The fish fought with a dogged pertinacity for a hole 
under the roots of an old willow tree on the opposite side. Twice I had to 
hold on, and risk all on the strength of my gut. At last he began to give in, 
and I got the net under as gallant a three-pounder as ever fought his best for 
his life. The fight had so disturbed the water that it was necessary to move 
on. Fora while a total change came over the aspect of affairs. The fish rose 
well, but I fished badly. Most men say they had bad luck when things have 
gone wrong with them ; but I think that old anglers will bear me out when I 
say that there are times when the best of us take a fit of fishing badly. The 
trout were taking a Dun of no very pronounced type, and though I tried various 
flies which seemed to me like the natural one on the water, I could do nothing. 
“When in doubt try a Wickham,” is an old aphorism. I did. If ever fish 
went mad they did then. The natural fly was deserted ; all their usual caution 
was cast to the winds (or, in this case, waters), and I believe I could have filled 
a small cart had I been so minded. The question at once confronted me— 
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What was the limit ? The owner of such water would probably limit anglers 
to a certain number of brace. Now I wished I had stopped and interviewed 
the keeper. There was, however, nothing for it but to use my own judgment. 
Had the water been mine I should have -limited everyone to whom I gave 
leave to four brace ; so wishing to do as I would be done by, I set that 
limit to myself. I had three brace—one was a good three-pounder ; and how 
many fish I returned to the water in the next two hours I should be afraid to 
say—some of them were getting on for 2lb. I took one which turned the 
scale at 2}1b., and just as I was landing one of 2lb. and over the keeper turned 
up. Lalways like to have the first word on such occasions, so saying “ You 
are the keeper, I suppose ?” I handed him my letter of leave, and told him that 
the squire had asked me, as he would see at the end of the letter, to send him a 
brace if I had a good day. While he was looking at it I picked out my best 
brace—one 3lb., and 231b.—and handed them to him with five shillings. He 
looked at me with a puzzled air, and asked, ‘‘ Who shall I say sent up the fish ?” 
“ Oh,” I said, ‘‘ the squire will know”; but that there might be no mistake, I 
took a blank card which happened to be in my fishing-book, and wrote on it 
* With Mr. Hevit’s compliments ! ” 

“Well, sir,” said the keeper, “you're a lucky man to have got leave. Master’s 
got some gents coming to fish, and he’s been a-puttin’ a lot of big trout in the 
water a-purpose for them, and I didn’t think he would have given anybody 
leave till they was gone.” 

“Yes!” I answered ; ‘‘ you willsee by the letter that is why he can only give 
me one day at present. By the way,’ I added, “how many brace does your 
master allow to be killed in a day ?” 

“There's no restrictions, sir,” was the answer. 
staying here, they kills as many as they likes.” 

With that he left me. A breeze having sprung up, I made for the still water 
above the footbridge, killed a brace of good fish, and was back at Norman's 
cottage in time for dinner, with four brace as fine trout as man could wish for. 
Witb considerable pride and self-satisfaction I arranged the fish on the largest 
tray which the establishment could boist. When Norman came in, he surveyed 
tiem in silence for a while, and then looking at me, with a queer expression on 
his face, remarked : 

“ Hither you are a better fisherman than anyone who ever comes bere, or you 
Ee been playing some game which I do not understand. But come along to 

nner.” 

_ “Tassure you, my dear fellow, I kage used nothing but the artificial fly, and 
I never got so far as the park wall. killed all these fish, and a magnificent 
pene which I sent up to the squire by the keeper, in less than a mile of the 
water.” 

“Well, let us have dinner ; I am t’red and hungry. You shall tell me all 
a out your day’s fishing afterwards.” 

When dinner was over, and we had drawn our chairs to the bay window, and 
were critically considering the contents of a certain ancient bottle which had 
been hunted out of the innermost recess of the cellar, I gave Norman a detailed 
account of my doings, dwelling with some pride on my various captures. 
“ Well,” he said, after thinking awhile, “I cannot understand it. I never saw 
sich fish out of the squire’s water before. Which way did you goafter you got 
to the footbridge ?” 

“ To the left hand, up the stream, as you told me, of course.” 

“T to!d you to fish up the valley,” he shouted. 

“So I did ; up stream must be up the valley.” 

“Good Heavens!” he cried, exploding with laughter, “I was thinking of the 
train when I said up the valley—the up-train to London runs down the stream. 
You have been fishing Old Podgers’ water. What a joke! he is the most 
ill-conditioned old curmudgeon that ever lived. Won't givea soul leave; keeps 
all his fishing for what he calls his aristocratic friends from London. Won't 
there be a row? However, as you did not tellhim you were stopping here he 
will probably never find you out. His keeper cannot read, or he would have 
seen by the letter what was wrong. As you are obliged to be off to-morrow 
morning, [ will write and tell you what happens.” 

About a week afterwards I got the following note from him :— 


“Drark HEyit,—Old Podgers is like a raging lion. The local policeman has 
your card. Podgers is asking everyone he meets if they know anything of a 
poaching rascal of the name of Hevit, who, as he puis it, ‘Not only poached 
my water, but had the insolence to send me a brace of trout by my own 
keeper, with his —— corapliments.’—Yours sincerely, J. NORMAN.” 


C. Heyit, Hon, Chap. “ F. G.” 


“When his grand friends is 











ANGLING FOR BREAM—A CONTRAST AND DIGRESSION, 


Ligut ledgering for roach with a float on the Lea without a reel is 
a near approach to tight-corking as practised on the Trent, the chief 
difference being that on the Lea the float is held nearer to the rod- 
top, for the simple reason that an exceedingly short line is used, it 
being about half the length of the rod; but this method would be 
very dangerous to follow on the Trent, for it is on such occasions as 
these that you receive marked attentions from both chub and barbel, 
and when tight-line fishing with creed wheat (/¢., stewed) I have 
seen an angler smashed into smithereens no fewer than three times 
in one evening. 

It would never pay ; in fact, 1 have no hesitation in saying that even large 
bream would break away when using very fine tackle. I have seen it snap from 
the mere force of the stroke. Again, it would never resist the first mad rush of 
a 3b. or 4b. barbel or chub, or the heavy lunge of a ponderous bream. Your 
experienced Trent angler knows it only too well, and this is why he prefers to 
strike and play his fish from the reel. It is a matter of necessity ; 
but when wishing to fish for roach with a tight line with a reel, the difficulty 
can be overcome by attaching a tiny piece of match, &c., to the line the exact 
length of the strike, or, rather, stroke, when, should the angler hook a barbel, 
chub, or heavy bream, he can give line in an instant by releasing his little finger 
from the outer edge or revolving portion of the reel, and capture his fish with 
the utmost ease. 

Ineed scarcely inform you that the piece of match must be wound tight up to the 
top ring. The rod should be extremely light, and held in the right hand. The onel 
use weighs under 130z., and if you canstop and prevent a fish from taking out line 
when fishing thus with the point of the rod well over the float, there is no occasion 
to release the little finger, and the fish may be played and brought to bank 
in the ordinary manner; but directly you hook a fish and find that you 
must give line, then quietly change the rod from the right hand to the 
left, and manipulate the reel with the right hand ; but after having played and 
killed your fish under the rod-point, you must again change the rod from the 
left hand to the right, and pick up your fish with the left hand, or play it into 
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the net as the case may be. You can plainly see it would be perfectly impos- 
sible to hold the rod and wind up line with one hand. After striking the fish 
with the right hand, and changing it to the left, in order that the right may 
attend to and manipulate the reel, the butt of the rod may be pressed into the 
hollow of the left thigh (you will find it handier), and being thus prepared at 
every point, there should be no difficulty in the matter. 

This is the plan, then, I should recommend to those anglers who are fond of 
tight-line fishing for roach in rivers such as the Trent, «&c., where bream, and 
more especially chub, would break away when using extremely fine tackle. It is 
over thirty years ago since I practised the match dodge with complete success, 
and never shall I forget the astonishment of a well-known Nottingham angler 
who had never seen it performed before, and inall probability never will again. 
A Lea roacher would find it quite impossible to adapt his method to many 
swims on the Trent, either for the capture of large roach when using hair, or 
barbel, chub, or bream when using extremely fine gut—say, Bulmer’s Gossamer 
—for his worms, wasp-grub, caddis, gentles, scratchings, &c., might be taken 
by either chub, barbel, bream, or jack (for instance, not long ago I sawa 
celebrated London angler catch a small jack with gentles). 

Large eels, again, often take a fancy toa bit of scratching (greaves), and he 
would stand about as much chance of stopping and turning (especially when 
fishing in a quiet eddy, say, within 3 or 4ft. of a strong current) a 4 or dlb. 
barbel, or a 3 or 4lb. chub, with a tight line and fine gut or hair, as he would in 
stopping an infuriated bull with an umbrella, In consequence of a hitch or 
momentary tangle, I have seen both chub and heavy bream (but especially the 
former) bolt in such a rocket-like manner that they have snapped, and madea 
neat twist line crack like a toy whip, and escape with the whole “ bag of 
tricks.” 

Tench will act in a similar manner, and take out 12 or 15 yards of line with 
one terrific rush, and in all such cases, if you cannot instantly give line, you may 
just as well stop at home and smoke your pipe. I have heard Trent anglers 
pooh, pooh, and laugh at Lea men, and Lea men do ditto at Trent fishermen ; 
this is to be regretted, as each is simply perfect in his particular line. 





A DIGRESSION. 

I once knew a man—knew him well—in fact, alittle too well—who got up at 
five o’clock one morning and went to Billingsgate to show us how to buy fish, 
and after a lot of “ haggling” purchased a splendid cod at 23d. per pound; and 
when his wife ‘took a feeler’”’ to see how it was progressing, after prodding 
about for some time without feeling anything, and getting exasperated, in sheer 
desperation made—woman-like—one terrific lunge with the fork to accomplish 
her object, for she was impatient to satisfy her curiosity, cried, “ Ah, ah, I have 
it!’ as they say at the Surrey, and to her amazement drew from the fish-kettle 
aremarkable bony arrangement some 2}ft. in length, more or less, white as 
chalk, and as clean as if it had been in an ant’s nest for six days: the splendid 
cod had been turned into soup—in short, “ Such boil’d stuff as well might poison 
poison!” (Shakespeare). ‘ Why, drat it all!” ‘said the woman. ‘“ What is 
this?” “ Boilit down!” “ Not if I know it, Mr. Editor.” 


(To be continued.) 





PROVINCIAL ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Tu first meeting of the newly-formed Provincial Association took place on 
Saturday last at the Bull’s Head, High-street, Worcester. Mr. T. Coles pre- 
sided, and Mr. W. J. Cundall occupied the vice-chair. The following delegates 
were present :—Worcester, Messrs. F. Corbett, R. Wingfield, J. Galham, 
Jaques, and A. Lacroix; Bristol, Messrs. J. W. Cuandall and R. Frost ; 
Gloucester, Messrs. W. Luker, W. Bolton, W. Adshead, and T. Harris ; Kidder- 
minster, Messrs. T. Williams, T. Wright, and Reddings ; Birmingham, Messrs. T. 
Coles, A. Bass, J. Dance, A. Roberts, A. G. Hall, A. Keeling, Kirby, Kimberley, 
Mackenzie, Jones, Gumbly, Hobbs, A. Griffiths, Heaton, Perry, Currie, Long- 
ford, Roherne, Wellock, Clarke, Attwood, and C. White (secretary.) The 
president, before proceeding to the business on the agenda, referred to the loss 
the association had sustained by the death of their respected vice-president 
(Surgeon-Major Randall Buck), and moved that a letter of condolence be 
forwarded to the widow of the deceased. This was seconded by Mr. Cundall, and 
carried unanimously. The president intimated that it was necessary the dele- 
gaies should come to some determination as to the constitution of the association 
and the representatives each town should be entitled to. He pointed out the 
urgent necessity for the latter point to be settled satisfactorily, because in.a 
great measure the success of the association depended upon everybody haying a 
voice, and no one body in particular having a preponderating influence. Several 
resolutions and amendments were proposed, but finally an amendment proposed 
by Mr. Dance was carried, Although the first part of his proposal settled very 
satisfactorily the proportion of representation for towns having no associations 
—namely, two members, the latter part seems rather ambiguously worded, “In 
accordance with their numerical strength,’ may represent any number ; but 
this point I have no doubt will be cleared up at the next meeting. The next 
business was the election of an executive committee, and what number should 
constitute it. The latter point was speedily determined to the effect that 
twelve should be the number. After a little friendly rivalry the following 
gentlemen were chosen :—Birmingham : Messrs. A. Bass, A. Roberts, A. Dance, 
and W. Mackenzie ; Worcester : Messrs. R. Wingfield, W. Gilham, Griffin, and 
A. Lacroix ; Bristol: Mr. R. Frost ; Gloucester: Mr. T. Harris ; and Kidder- 
minster: Messrs. J. Reddings and T. Wright. The delegates proceeded to 
discuss ways and means, and on the motion of Mr. Gumbly, seconded by Mr. 
Roberts, it was resolved that the clubs and associations affiliated should be 
levied 1d. per member. Owing to the death of Major Buck a vice-presidency 
was vacant, and also the treasurership. ‘To the former office Mr. R. Wingfield 
was unanimously elected, thereby causing a vacancy on the executive committee. 
Mr. J. W. Cundall consented to undertake the duties of treasurer. 


So ES 





To Tent THE AGE or Eacs.—We recommend the following process (which has 
been known for some time, but has been forgotten), for finding out the age of eggs, 
and distinguishing those that are fresh from those that are nob. This method is 
based upon the decrease in the density of eggs as they grow old, Dissolve 202, of 
kitchen salt in a pint of water. When a fresh laid egg is placed in this solution, it 
will descend to the bottom of the vessel, while one that has been laid on the day 
previous will not quite reach the bottom. If the egg be three days old it will swim 
in the liquid, and if it is more than three days old it will float on the surface, and 
project above the latter more and more in proportion as it is older.—Lw Nature. 

DR, SHERIDAN MUSPRATT, F.R.9.H., M.R.I.A..F.J.S., writing on Alcohol in tie year 1859, says i— 
‘THK BUSHMILLS—this spirit is said by many to claim pre-eminence over all others in the same 
manner that genuine Hollands is considered superior to any Gins made in this couatry.” All orders to 
be addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co., Limited, 1, Hill-street, Belfast. 
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WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 


By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 320.) 


A SHORT way down-stream, past “ Monkey Island,” are one or two 
barbel swims; but in the deep water, at the tail of the next island— 
viz., “ Queen’s Eyot,” is a rather heavy current, some twenty yards or 
so away from the Buckinghamshire side, noted for large barbel and 
the heavy catches mde there of them. On the opposite shore is a 
capital pike and perch hole, and many a large esox has been captured 
by angling friends of mine, alongside the reed beds in this part of the 
river, while just below is a fine “chub-holt” under some boughs, 
which project over the stream. 

From here, past Water Oakley, and on to the bend by Surley Hall, the water 
runs deep, and jack-fishing is fairly good. Just below this, on the Berkshire 
side, is Clewer Mill stream, which flows ina serpentine course for nearly two 
miles, before it rejoins the Thames, it and the main river forming a large island, 
on which is Windsor Racecourse. The fishing is good from Sarley Hall to 
Boveney, there being several deep pools before reaching the “lock,” on passing 
through which the angler should step ashore, for here a very fair view of 
Windsor Castle is obtained. 

The Weir harbours pike and perch ; and here, it is recorded in the “ Annals 
of Windsor,” a fishery existed as long ago as 1201, William, the son of Richard- 
de-Windsor, paying two marks to King John for the “right of fishery.” At 
the end of the island which divides the weir from the “lock,” is a nice eddy 
well worth ‘“ paternostering,” or trying with “snap tackle,” now that weeds have 
rotted and disappeared ; and further along, on the Racecourse side, is a “ lay-by ” 
where, in a flood, pike are sure to be found resting from the stress of stream 
occasioned by the Weir. 

Half a mile lower down on the left bank is ‘‘ Athens,” where there is a stretch 
of deep, swift water, much frequented by the collegians of Eton for their 
natatory recreations ; and at the mouth of the small stream, a little further on 
in the bend of theriver, fine perch are frequently caught. 

We now approach the spot where the Mill stream again joins the river ; 
about here is excellent chub-fishing, “ chevin” congregating under the boughs, 
which, for some distance along the stream, overhang the banks. The deep 
water at ‘“‘Clewer Point” and the ‘Old Barge Hole” harbour quantities of 
large pike and perch. These are noted places, and worth devoting a day to— 
é.e., to fish them as they should be. 

I recommend anglers visiting this locality with the view of catching pike, to 
call on Mr. B. R. Bambridge, of Eton. His fishing-tackle shop is close to the 
bridge, and he will be very pleased, I am sure, to give the “ straight tip ” where 
big “luce” have taken up their winter quarters. 

He, moreover, is one of the very few makers of my live-bait snap-tackle, who 
has a correct pattern, and turns them out properly as to the arrangement and 
sizes of hooks in the triangles. He is also about introducing a new gimp, 
which, on trying, I expect to find answers admirably, as it is next to impossible 
pikes’ teeth can cutit. His “buffer-knot” gut traces, if made of salmon-gut, 
should be excellent for ‘‘ paternostering,” “‘ snap-fishing,” &c. 

The G.W.R. crosses the Thames a short distance beyond Clewer, and, 
after passing under its bridge, Windsor Castle comes in sight in allits splendour. 
The best point for viewing it is the ‘‘ Brocas,” on the Eton side of the river, 
from whence all the regal pile—the most magnificent palace-castle in Hurope— 
is seen to the greatest advantage. 

The Weir-pool is famous for the many fine trout that have been caught there, 
and seldom a year passes that it fails to keep up this reputation ; then for halt 

‘ mile the stream flows swiftly, and often rewards the angler with a handsome 
ario. 

On the Windsor side of the island, just below the town bridge, is the navi- 
gable cut to Romney Lock; and at the end of the next island, where the 
channel rejoins the main river, and across to another island on the opposite shore, 
where the river is again divided and the S.W. rail crosses, is excellent jack 
water, and so, on to “ Black Potts.” Here the confluence of the two streams 
forms an eddy, from which many a fine pike has been lured to destruction by 
patrons of C. Lumsden and other local professionals. About a furlong this side 
of Victoria Bridge, in mid-stream, is very deep water, known as “ Hog Hole,’ 
noted for barbel and chub ; also for large pike taking up their ‘‘ quarters” here 
in the winter months. 

The most comfortable places in Windsor for anglers to stay at are the Bridge 
House and Castle Hotels. In Eton, the Christopher and New Inn. 

The view of Eton College from the river at Romney Lock is very fine. The 
College was founded in 1440 by King Henry VLI., and originally endowed for 
“ten sad priests, four lay clerks, six choristers, twenty-five poor scholars, and 
twenty-five poor men to pray for the king,” * its first master being ‘‘ William of 
Waynflete.” In the opinion of some good authorities, Henry VI. intended this 
fine structure for the choir only, of a superb collegiate church, meaning subse- 
quently to add a grandly vaulted nave and aisles ; but the troublous times, 
auaee the later years of his reign, prevented him carrying out this magnificent 

esign. 

Half a mile down stream from Victoria Bridge is the village of Datchet, on 
the Bucks shore. Here, but a short way from the river, is the Manor House 
Hotel, kept by Mr. Druce, which I can strongly recommend, having on many 
occasions stayed here, experiencing the greatest attention and comfort, when 
angling in the neighbourhood. 

On the opposite side of the river is the “ Home Park,” and the land for a 
mile, down to the Albert Bridge, is Her Mujesty’s property, no one being 
allowed on the bank, unless towing a boat or in charge of barge horses. The 
fishing, however, is not very good about here, consequently valuable time will 
be saved—the days now being short—by dropping farther down stream to a 
cluster of islands, between the bridge and the next weir. Here are some “ pikey 
corners ” and eddies, harbouring jack and perch, well worth carefully fishing, 
where the angler may expect to catch a brace or two of nice-sized fish, before he 
enters the “cut,” of half a mile or so in length, leading to ‘‘ Old Windsor Lock,” 
and which was constructed to avoid nearly two miles of difficult navigation 
round the bend of the “ old river ” or “ fleet,” as it is locally termed. 

With much pleasure I take this opportunity of thanking Mr. Charles Foottit, 
the courteous hon. sec. of the Marlow Angling Association, for the friendly way 
in which he corrected a few errors I had inadvertently made in my “article” of 
the 19th Noy., and which he alludes to in the “ F. G.” of last week. 

At does not seem many years ago that Tom White, the Marlow fisherman, 
with myself in his punt, “shot” Hurley Weir in a winter flood—a somewhat 
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hazardous experiment ; but I had the utmost confidence in his skill as a punts- 
man, and although we shipped some pailsful of water, and disarranged rods 
and tackle in the descent, yet on his piloting me into quieter water by the 
islands, I managed to killa nice 12lb. pike, and some smaller ones. 

But “time changes all things,” as Mr. Foottit truly says, and I am sorry to 
hear of Tom White's death, for he was a good angler and atrue man. On the 
other hand, Iam glad to know that from “followers of St. Peter,” the ‘‘ Shaws” 
have become land proprietors and boat-owners. Another of the “ disciples” 
was a barge-owner.* When next at Marlow I shall return Mr. Foottit’s com- 
pliment, and “ try to catch his eye,” if anywhere near the Anglers’ Hotel. 


(To be continued. ) 





EXTRAORDINARY SALMON ANGLING ON THE TWEED. 


SaLMON angling during the past week has on the whole yielded good sport to 
the partisans of the gentle art who at present frequent the banks of this classic 
river in considerable numbers. On the Hendersyde Water on Friday, Mr. T. 
Taylor, Chipchase Castle, landed six choice fish, the weights of which were 
19lb., 16lb., 1641b., 151b., 91b., and 91b. On the same water Sir George Waldie- 
Griffith, Bart., and his son, Captain Waldie-Griffith, each landed a salmon ; and 
on the Sprouston Water, a little further down stream, Colonel Percy secured 
two fish. Mr. C. Smith, of Bramcote, Notts, on the Floors Castle lower water, 
killed three fish which weighed 19lb., 8lb., and 6lb. Saturday was not a good 
angling day, a frost prevailing in the morning followed by bright sunshine 
duriog the day, and consequently sport was comparatively poor. In the strong 
running water at the head of Birgham Dub, the Hon. and Rev. Robert Liddell 
caught four splendid salmon, the individual weights of which were 211b., 181b., 
16lb., and 15lb. Col. Perey, on the Sprouston Water, had four fish ; while Mr. 
James Wright, Sprouston, and another angler killed one each. On the Hen- 
dersyde Water, Captain Griffith secured three salmon of 191b., 17lb., and 15lb. 
respectively ; Mr. ‘I. Taylor, five fish; Sir George Waldie-Griffith, two fish ; 
and Mr. Howard, London, one salmon of 201b. Mr. F. C. Smith, of Bramcote, 
Notts, on the Floors Castle lower water, landed five salmon, the weights of 
which ranged from 16lb. to 20!b. On the Teviot, Mr. James Affieck, Heiton, 
captured a pretty salmon of 201b., and on the same river, in the neighbourhood 
of Jedburgh, Mr. T. Ellis caught one of 201b. On Monday the atmospheric 
conditions were no more favourable to sport than on Suiturday, there being 
almost no wind and a great deal of sunshine. On the Birgham Dub casts the 
Hon. and Rev. Robert Liddell killed two fish of 6lb. and 8lb. respectively, and 
he also got his tackle broken while running two other heavy fish, which were, 
of course, lost. Mr. Howard, who fished the Upper Hendersyde Water, landed 
five salmon, weighing 26, 23, 19, and 12lb. ; and on the lower water Mr, Taylor 
also secured five fish, Sir George Waldie-Griffith one, and Captain Griffith four. 
On the Floors Lower Water, Mr. R. F. Smith, Bramcote, Notts, succeeded in 
killing three fish, and on the same water Mr. J. Scott Plummer, of Sunderland 
Hall, landed a similar number. On the Sprouston Water, Colonel Percy caught 
four salmon, and one was-killed by Mr. James Wright. Tuesday was a good 
fishing day, and some very heavy takes were obtained. On the Floors Castle 
upper water, Mr. A. Steel, Kelso, brought seven salmon to bank, the record of 
the weights being 26, 24, 22, 22, 20, 20, and 91b.; and on the lower water, Dr. 
MacKenzie, Kelso, had five to his credit, the weights being 23, 22, 9, 9, and 91b, 
On the Floors lower water proper, Mr. R. F. Smith landed a salmon of 211b., 
and on the part of the river, Mr. J. A. Coombe brought eight fish to bank, the 
individual weights being 28, 273, 20, 19,17, 17, 16,and 14lb. Colonels Trotter 
and Percy killed eight fish between them. However, the take of the day was 
secured by the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Liddell, who, on this water at Birgham Dab, 
caught no fewer than thirteen fish, whose weights ran thus—30, 25, 21, 21, 19, 
18, 18,17, 8, 8,7, 7,and 6lb. This makes a total capture for the veteran angler ~ 
of 169 fish since the 19th September, which gives more than a tonin weight. On 
the Hendersyde water, on Tuesday also, Mr. T. Taylor was fortunate in killing 
eight fish, while Captain Griffith only managed to get one. On the Ednam House 
upper water on Friday, Mr. Drummond caught two salmon of 18lb. ; and on 
the lower water the Rev. C. J. Cowan, Morebattle, had also two of 23lb. and 
19lb. respectively ; while Mr. C. J. Cunningham had one of 18lb. and another 
of 6lb. On the Junction cast on Friday, Mr. Cunningham landed a fish of 181b., 
and on the under water Mr. Drummond killed three, weighing 16, 20, and 20lb. 
Mr. John Johnston, who fished the under Ednam home water, caught two 
salmon of 20lb. a-piece ; and on the upper water Mr. Cunningham had seven, 
the weights of which were 25, 25, 20, 18, 16, 12, and 9lb. Mr. A. Moffat, on 
the same water on Tuesday, secured a 20lb. salmon. On the upper water on 
Wednesday, Mr. John Forrest, Kelso, landed three salmon of 19, 17, and 17Ib. 
on the Junction cast ; and on the lower water a salmon of 21lb. was taken by 
Dr. MacKenzie. On the same day, Mr. Smith had one of 14lb. on the Floors 
lower water. On the Teviot, Mr. W. Lamb, engineer, Kelso, caught a 251b. 
salmon, besides a sea trout, and Mr. John Rodgers landed a grilse. 





DEATH OF DR. JEPSON. 


Art the good and ripe old age of ninety has passed away Dr. Henry Jepson, of 
Hampton, the last surviving founder of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, his final contribution being the usual subscription to the River Keepers’ 
Dinner, expressing a hope “the men might thoroughly enjoy themselves, and 
that might possibly be his last contribution.” He was then in a very feeble 
condition. It is now some years since he took an active part in the work of the 
Society, but he never ceased to feel an interest in all that was being done for 
the Thames Fishery. His kind and genial disposition endeared him to those 
with whom he used to labour in the work of Thames preservation. On his re- 
tirement from the work of the committee he was elected a vice-president of the 
Society. In forwarding his annual subscription he always took occasion to 
express the pleasure he felt that the work in which he was one of the first to 
begin was being carried on with so much spirit and energy. It was a great 
satisfaction to him when the practice of laying night-lines was abolished, as he 
was previous to then frequently reporting the destruction of some good fish 
through that system. He has also expressed the pleasure it afforded him in the 
committee possessing so energetic and practical a chairman as Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley ; and his letters to the secretary on all occasions were of a very 
friendly and encouraging character. His only survivors on the present com- 
mittee at the time he was a working member of it are Mr. J. R. Berry and the 
secretary (Mr. W. H. Brougham). The funeral of the deceased took place on 
Monday last in Hampton Churchyard, and the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society was represented on the occasion by its secretary. 





* Vide Thomas Fuller, D,D., historian, born 1608—died 1661, 





* «(e,, Simon-Barjona, 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN ‘' WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp Hamiuton, M.D., F.L.S., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout,and Grayling,” Se. 
(Continued from page 307.) 


Tue Dragon Flies are very remarkable for the rapidity and power of motion. 
Kirby and Spence, on “ Motion of Insects,” says : “ Their four wings, which are 
nearly equal in size, are a complete and beautiful piece of network, resembling 
the finest lace, the meshes of which are usually filled by a pure, transparent, 
glassy membrane. In two of the genera belonging to this tribe, the wings, 
when the animal is at rest, are always expanded, so that they can take flight in 
an instant, no previous unfolding of these organs being necessary. In Agrion, 
the other genus of the tribe, the wings when they repose are not expanded. I 
have observed of these insects that, without turning, they can fly in all direc- 
tions—backwards, and to the right and left, as well as forwards. This ability to 
fly all ways without having to turn must be very useful to them when pursued 
by birds. Leeuwenhoek once saw a swallow chasing an insect of this tribe in a 
menagerie about one hundred feet long; the little insect flew with such 
astonishing rapidity to the right, to the left, and in all directions, that this bird 
of rapid wing and ready evolution was unable to overtake and entrap it, the 
insect eluding every attempt, and being generally six feet before it. The 
species of the genus Agrion cut the air with less velocity ; but so rapid is the 
motion of their wings that they become quite invisible.” 

Dragon Flies are most abundant near water, as they deposit their eggs in that 
element, the larvee and pupe being entirely aquatic. They are tremendous 
deyourers of all other aquatic insects. 





Pupa OF THE DraGon FLy. 
A. The mask extended. B. Mask closed, and discharging a current of water. 


The metamorphosis from the pupa to the imago is extremely interesting. 
When the final transformation is about to take place, the pupa crawls out of the 
water on the nearest object to it, either a rush or stem of a plant or a stick, fixes 
itself by its legs, which are furnished with hooks, and the skin then splitting up 
the back, the imago or perfect insect is released. The body and wings, which 
are still folded up, are, however, quite soft and moist. The wings become 
rapidly developed, and it dries both its body and wings in the sun, and soon 
takes its departure, roaming in all directions. 

Sometimes these insects appear in enormous quantities. Kirby mentions that 
Meinechen once saw, on a clear day, such a cloud of dragon flies as almost to 
conceal the sun, At times, in Germany, cloudlike swarms of the L. depressa 
were seen at Weimar and other places extending over a very large district. 

That the larve of dragon flies are very deleterious to the fry of fish the 
following will testify :— 


“Tn the Hungarian Rovotai.i Lapok of December last, Li. Bizo states that the 
larvee of some of the Libellul, species not determined, have made such ravages in 
the piscicultural establishment of Count Palffy at Izomolany, that in a pond in 
which 50,000 young fish were placed in the spring of 1884 only fifty-four could 
be found the following September ; but there was a large quantity of the 
Libellule referred to.”—Zoologist, April, 1885. 


NEUROPTERA. 


The author of the article, “Insects,” in the Encyclopedia Britannica adopts 

metamorphosis as the basis of classification of the Newroptera. He says :— 
_ “The stumbling-block of all systems has been the Linnwan order Neuroptera, 
inasmuch as its members combine the characters of most of the other orders, and 
ingenious American writers have attempted to overcome this difficulty by con- 
sidering it a collection of ‘synthetic types.’ In adopting metamorphosis as a 
basis of classification, we prefer to take another course, and to follow Erichson, 
who (in 1839) boldly transferred all those Newroplera with incomplete metamor- 
phoses to the Orthoptera as a sub-order, although in dealing with the Newroptera 
in the light of a specialist, division into several orders appears the more natural 
course. 

The orders according to this author with the metamorphosis complete are— 

Hymenoptera (bees, &c.); Diplera (flies, gnats, &c.) ; Lepidoptera (butterflies, 
moths, &¢.) ; Neuroptera, divided into two sub-orders— Trichoptera (sedge flies, 
&c.), and Planipennia (saw flies, &c.). 
_ With the metamorphosis incomplete are placed the order Orthoptera, divided 
into two sub-orders—Pseudo-Neuroptera (the Ephemeride, &c.), and Genuina— 
and the order Hemiptera, divided into two sub-orders—Heteroptera and 
Hemiptera (grasshoppers, &e.). 

We propose in describing thcse to alter the classification in which they are 
thus placed, and to take them as better suited for our purpose in the follow- 
ing order :— 


Ls The Neuroptera, with its two sub-orders, Trichoptera and Planipennia ; 2, 
the Orthoptera, with its sub-order Pseudo-Neuroptera; 3, the Hemiptera ; 4, 
Hymenoptera ; 5, Diptera ; and lastly, the Lepidoptera. 

The Newroptera (with metamorphosis complete) are described as having four 
membranous wings, for the most part densely reticulate, more or less clothed 
with hairs, but without true scales ; very frequently the bairs are on the neura- 
tion only, mouth mandibulate. Pupa has its members free. This order is divided 
into two subdivisions—Tvrichopiera and Planipennia. 

1. The Trichoptera (hairy-winged) or Caddis flies “forma very natural and 




















sharp-defined group, distinguished by their rudimentary mouth parts, with the 
exception of two pairs of palpi, which are strongly developed, the maxillary pair 
being the longer, and often with the greater number of joints. The antenne 
setaceous ; wings with simple neuration and but few transverse nervules ; ordi- 
narily covered with hairs, which sometimes simulate scales. Larvae (known as 
Caddis worms) with well-developed thoracic legs and anal crotchets, but with- 
out prolegs, living in tubes covered with extraneous materials ; pupa lying free 
in the case, or occasionally in a special cocoon ; only active just before its meta- 
morphosis ; habits, with one or two exceptions, aquatics Be 7 

This order is divided into seven families, distinguished chiefly according to the 
structure of the maxillary palpi : The Phryganide, Lymnophilide, Sericostomide, 
Leptoceride, Hydropssychide, Rhyacophilide, and Hydrophilide ; of which the 
first, the Phryganide, is what we, as fishermen, have chiefly to do with. In the 
two latter the larve inhabit fixed cases ; in the others, the cases are free, and 
carried about by the inmates. > 





DIFFERENT Forms or Cappis CASES WITH THE SILK GRATING. 


The Phryganide are generally found in the neighbourhood of water. The 
larvee live upon aquatic insects and leaves of water plants, and reside in the 
water in cases made up of allkinds of substances—shells, bits of stick, sand, &e. 
—which the insect collects as a house to live in before taking on the pupa state. 
Westwood, in describing this state, calls it incomplete—that is, having all the 
limbs distinct, but folded upon the breast, the head being furnished with a pair 
of curved mandibles, which appear to have no other purpose than of making a 
passage through an open-work grating of silk which the larva had formed at the 
opening of its case previous to assuming the pupa state. “ When, therefore, the 
time arrives for the insect to quit its watery abode and assume the winged state, 
it is endowed with powers of motion far greater than is possessed by any other 
incomplete pupa, so that it is enabled, not only in the first place to cut through 
the grating of silk, but to creep out of its case, and then, rising to the surface, 
it crawls up some plant, where 1t throws off its outer skin.” 

Kirby and Spence, in the “Introduction to Entomology—Habitation of 
Insects,” give a most interesting account of these larve :— 

“The larvee of the various Phryganee, a tribe of four-winged insects, which 
an ordinary observer would call moths, but which are even of a distinct order 
(Trichoptera), not having their wings covered by the scales which adorn the 
Lepidopterous race. If you are desirous of examining the insects to which I am 
alluding, you have only to place yourself by the side of a clear and shallow pool 
of water, and you cannot fail to observe at the bottom little oblong moving 
masses, resembling pieces of straw, wood, or evenstone, These are the larvee in 
question, well known to fishermen by the title of caddis worms, and which, if you 
take them out of the water, you will observe to inhabit cases of a very singular for- 
mation. Of the larva itself, which somewhat resembles the caterpillars of many 
Lepidoptera, nothing is to be seen but the head and six legs, by means of which 
it moves itself in the water and drags after it the case, in which the rest of the 
body is inclosed, arid into which on any alarm it wholly retires. 

“The construction of these habitations is very various—some select four or 
five pieces of the leaves of grass, which they glue together in a shapely polygonal 
case; others employ portions of stems of rushes placed side by side, forming an 
elegant fluted cylinder ; some arrange round them pieces of leaves, like a spirally 
rolled ribbon ; others inclose themselves in a mass of leaves of any aquatic plants ; 
others, again, form their abodes of minute pieces of wood ; others construct houses 
which may be called alive, forming them of shells of various aquatic snails of 
different kinds and sizes. The case of Leptocerus bimaculate, formed of mixture 
of sand and mud, is pyriform, and has its end curiously stopped by a plate 
formed of grains of sand, with a central aperture Their mode of 
proceeding in arranging the necessary compensating balance is still more curious. 
Not having the power of swimming, but only walking at the bottom of the 
water, it is of great importance that its house should be of a specific gravity, so 
nearly that of the element in which it resides, and it is essential that it should 
be equally ballasted in every part as to be readily moveable in every position. 
Under these circumstances our caddis worms evince their proficieacy in hydro- 
statics, selecting the most suitable substances ; and if the cell be too heavy 
glueing to ita bit of leaf or straw, or if too light a shell or piece of gravel. It 
is from the necessity of regulating the specific gravity, that to the cases formed 
with the greatest regularity we often see attached a seemingly superfluous piece 
of wood, leaf, or the like.” 


(To be continued.) 


Fertil 


——— 


Tun LATE SHIPWRECKS OFF CAPE Horn.—Extract of letter from David James 
(late Master), of the barque Colorado, of Glasgow :—* Having lost our ship on 
Staten Island, on the 5th of July last, and having saved neither effects nor provi- 
sions, we were then compelled to travel over the island for ten days, subsisting on 
nothing but shellfish and seaweed. On the 19th of July we came across another 
shipwrecked party of seventeen, the surviving part of the crew of the British ship 
Dunskeig, of Glasgow, fourteen having perished through exposure. Now, the ship 
was lost on the 23rd of June, anda lot of the cargo, consisting of Epps’s Cocoa, was 
washed ashore out of the wreck. ‘here was nothing saved except the Cocoa, and 
we, numbering twenty-five men, were kept alive on it up to the 20th of August, 
when we wero rescued by the steamer Mercurio, of Buenos Ayres, and landed there 
on the 13th of September. Too much praise cannot be given to this Cocoa for the 
preserved state that it was in, after being in the bottom of the sea, in the wreck of 
the Dunskeig, for a fortnight, and then washed ashore, and lying on the beach and 
rocks of Staten Island for about six weeks, subject to the exposure of the severest 
weather on the face of the globe. The island is situated in a region of perpetual 
ice, snow, and storms; and after all this test, it was as fresh and dry as if in the 
works. As we hada good stock of it there. we used it in a liquid state for drink, 
and also made it in a thick state, like porridge, and we also baked it on the fire, 
which made splendid bread, and kept us alive and warm on this barren island,” 
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NOTES. 


Now ihat we have had some sharp frosts, most kinds of freshwater fish will be 
found to have shifted into rather deeper swims than those in which they have 
been angled for during the past five months. In small rivers and streams the 
deepest holes may be fished with advantage ; but in large rivers, such as the 
Thames and the Ouse, the weather has not yet been sufficiently severe to drive 
the fish into the very deepest water. t : 

thing to be avoided, for with the exception of an occasional jack, little will be 
taken out of spots where there is no stream. Next month, however, provided 
we have some severe floods, such places can be fished with advantage. Fish of 
many kinds do even now work into dead water ; but, as a rule, they do not feed 
well in lay-byes until kept there for some time by the force of the stream 


outside, 
2 E ca a & 

A French angling story is rather a novelty. The following, which we have 
slightly abbreviated (Anglice, boiled down), originated, we believe, with M. Leon 
Audibert. There was in a certain province of France a most enthusiastic angler, 
who knew all the water in the neighbourhood as intimately as the best- 
informed heron. One day a stranger, also an enthusiastic fisherman, visited 
the district, and the two became acquainted. No ridiculous jealously existed, 
but between them was a good-tempered rivalry ; andan interchange of civilities 
took place, which soon ripened into real friendship. One morning when they 
met the stranger drew out his watch, hurriedly, and exclaimed, ‘“‘ Goodness me! 
I ought to have been in town by nine o’clock ; I shall be late.” “Then you will 
allow me to offer you a seat in my phaeton, which is waiting a couple of hundred 
yards away,” said the other, “ for I have to get back at precisely the same time.” 
“T fear to intrude.” ‘ Not in the least.” After which polite remarks the friends 
got into the carriage and were driven away. 

* * * * * 

‘Where would you like to be set down?” asked the owner of the carriage, 
while driving through the suburbs of the town. “At the Assize Courts.” 
“Capital! that’s where Iam getting out myself. I have to hear a swindling 
case this morning.” ‘ Who are you, then, may I ask?” “The Chief Justice 
and President of the Court.” ‘ How lucky !——I am the accused !” 

& ae ae te Sd 


A correspondent writes : ‘‘Jack ought to be plentiful in the Upper Thames 
judging from my experience daring the past thyee summers. Whether pater- 
nostering the weeds for perch or jack, I have usually hooked, and, of course, re- 
turned, from a brace to half a dozen small jack. These fish must grow, and yet 
when wiuter comes and serious jack-fishers take up their rods, the yield of these 
fish from the Thames is very insignificant for so noble a river. The jack must 
be there, so, presumably like all other Thames fish, they have grown abnormally 
shy, and require patience, fine tackle, and skill to bring them to basket.” 

& . % % 

The tackle the majority of anglers used for jack is almost an insult to that 
fine fish. It is only in midwinter, when the water is coloured, that coarse gimp 
can be used with any chance of success in such well-fished streams as the Thames. 
For some extraordinary reason or other many anglers persist in thinking a long 
length of gimp very necessary above the hook or flight. Nothing is more unneces- 
sary. The only advantage in gimp is that the pike cannot so easily cutit, and as 
to its disadvantages, they are too numerous to mention. Above the bait must be 
6in. of fine stained gimp, or plaited annealed wire, as supplied by Messrs. Farlow, 
which is far more reliable—we find it answer perfectly—and above that stout 
gut, the strands of which are tied together with the buffer knot. Insome states 
of the water, when it is low and bright, we have found it answer to use fairly fine 
stained gut. 

& = 2 g 2 

We have seen gimp which was finer than salmon gut, and when stained was 
probably less noticeable in the water ; but it was poor, weak stuff, though made 
of excellent materials. : 

Many a big fish is lost by striking. Our experience is that the surest way to 
send the hooks home with least risk to your tackle is to draw them in, not to 
strike them in. When you have a run, wind in all slack line until you can feel 
the fish, drop your rod point nearly to the water, then, without an inch of slack 
line, slowly raise your rod, and then, increasing the speed a little, put on as 
much pressure as your rod and tackle will easily stand. This steady draw will 
send the hooks home if the pike has got the bait well into his mouth, and if he 
has not, no amount of striking will. It is not always possible to “ tighten” in 
a cool manner ona fish which comes unexpectedly at you. You instinctively 
jerk the rod up, and thus often break the tackle or jerk the hooks out of the 
tish. : : 7 ‘ 

David Stephens, of Maismore, has been fined 103. and costs for obstructing 
the salmon pass at Maismore weir, on the Severn, by putting lampern-wheels 
init. This worthy man stated that he had done so for years, and thought there 
was nothing illegal in it. The pass is only about 7ft. wide. 

3 a 3 e 

James Newton, a very independent postman, is languishing in prison, 
because he disobeyed an injunction restraining himself and others from tres- 
passing on an oyster fishery in the river Teign, the property of Mr. Baxter, a 
fish merchant of London. He stated bravely in the County Court, before the 
very face of his Honour, that he did not care for all the judges in England ; he 
had been accustomed to go to the river all his life, and he would go there 
again. 

ae ae ae ue ae 

On some Northern rivers the salmon fishers have had a worse season than has 
been experienced for twenty years. Scotch salmon fishings are, in consequence, 
letting at unusually low rents ; but as the take this year is no criterion of the 
sport to be expected next season, proposing tenants should not on that account 
hang back, but rather go in for fishings, and be thankful to get them at such 
low rents. The Tweed has, on the other hand, afforded grand sport this last 
month or two, and anglers will be anxious to get rods on it for next season. 


ae as 


We gave an account of some remarkable takes of salmon by the Hon. and 
Rey. Robert Liddell. Here is another from last week’s Field. ‘For the in- 
formation of your readers, I venture to mention asomewhat remarkable incident 
which occurred to me yesterday. In the morning it was wet, with a brisk wind 
from the east, which blew straight up the water at Birgham. Dub, raising a 
strong rough curb upon it. I began fishing at 9.30 a.m., and before 1 p.m. I had 
landed thirteen fish out of fourteen offers, Shortly after the water began to 
rise, and though I fished till 3 p.m. without being aware of this, I never moved 
another fish. ‘The river was beautifully clear, and in perfect order. As the fly 
was kept as low as possible in the water, all the salmon took it underneath with- 
out showing themselves, but with such resolution that one only escaped after 


Absolutely dead water is at present a | 


touching the hook. ‘Eleven of the fish were taken with one and the same fly, a 

Jonah, one with a Greenwell, and the last with a Wilkinson. Their respective 

weights were : 301b., 251b., 211b., 211b., 191b., 181b., 18lb., 171b., 8lb., 8lb., 71b. 

7lb., 6lb.—total, 205lb. I had no mishap throughout the day.—Rosgert LipDELL 

(Queen’s Head Hotel, Kelso, Nov. 23).”¢ 3 
* * 

We are very glad to hear that the Scotch Fishery Board intend to put in 
force the law relating to undersized lobsters and crabs. Lobsters, be it known, 
must measure Sin. from the tip of the back to the end of the tail, and crabs 
44in. across the broadest part of the back. 

* % * 3 ® 

The Esk and Midlothian Angling Association have recently taken steps to 
assert their rights over the portion of the Esk and Musselburgh which they rent 
on lease from Sir John Hope. A man named Thompson has been fined 15s. and 
10s. costs for taking a sea-trout from the water in question. The association 
lease the portion of the Esk between the Duke’s ie and low-water mark. 

& & & 


A correspondent says :—“ Mr. Lopez, wine merchant, West Hampstead, and 
asubscriber to the Welsh Harp Fishery, was one day live-baiting for jack with 
a small carp about 3in. in length, and took a jack nearly 6lb. in weight. He 
took this jack home alive in a large bait can ; but after an interval of twenty- 
two hours after catching it, he killed and opened it, and was not a little surprised 
to find the little carp still alive, although it had been inside the jack the whole 
time. Its head was wounded, but Mr. Lopez put it in a tank of water, and it is 
still alive.” Another case of Jonah and the Whale. 

* * * * % 

The committee of the Burton Angling Association have just placed a splendid 
lot of Loch Leven trout yearlings in their water at Sudbury, on the Derbyshire 
Dove. The fish were reared at the Milton Hatchery, near Burton-on-Trent, 
and seeing that every fish turned out fresh and lively, although they had been 
subject to a long road journey, is highly satisfactory to Mr. Stephenson-Peach, - 
the managing director. : 

* * * * 

If any reader wants to know where to take his “woman-kind” for an 
evening’s amusement, we can recommend “Dorothy” at the Prince of Wales's, 
“Pleasure” at Drury Lane, and the Paris Hippodrome at Olympia. “ Dorothy ” 
is the most charming piece we have seen for some time, with delightful music ; 
“ Pleasure,” with an under-current of pathos, simply bubbles over with fun—we 
have never heard vice punished or virtue rewarded more~heartily than by the 
Druriolanian deities. Mr. Augustus Harris’s name is a guarantee that the scenes 
and general “ go” of the piece shall be as life-like as it is possible to make them, 
and they are. Olympia is now like a bit of Algeria transferred bodily to the 
middle of London. The attack by Arabs on the French military train beats 
anything Buffalo Bill had to show us. 

* * * * * 

Mr. Tom Harris, 7, Berkeley-street, Gloucester, writes :—‘‘I was pleased to 
see your note in GazerteE of the 18th inst., calling attention to the numerous 
imitations of the Marston hard-wood fly-rod that are being palmed off as the 
true and original make. I beg to inform you that I have always a stock on. 
hand of the above rods, bearing the name of S. Alleock and Co., with trade 
mark and stag. Wherever I have sold these rods they have given the greatest 


satisfaction.” 
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AN ANGLER’Ss REpPLY TO “Born ir Down.’ 


Ir’s all very well to boil things down, 
But to fishing it doesn’t apply ; 
And not to take butter with fish you've caught 
Makes ’em eat so confoundedly dry ! 
For fish, you know, should be served up hot, 
With plenty of sauce poured on ; 
So whenever you write to the Fisuinc Gazerre 
Take advice from the North—Pile it on. 


For short and quick may be all very good 
In these days of hurry and push ; 

But “boiling fish” down, I think you will owz, 
Often results, Sir, in mush ! 

Just think if we boiled Mr. Pritt’s grand tales, 
Why, their flavour would soon be gone! 

The yarn that “stretches ” is ever the best, 

So whatever you do—Pile tt on. 


To “boil down” our “ Chaplain ” we never could stand, 

It would spoil all the fun of the fair ; 
That “ ‘Hevit’ won't hev it,” he’d certainly say, 

And I fear that ‘‘ Gilnockie ” would swear ! 
May he never run short in his ink or his grog— 

In this wish we're all agreed on ; 
Mr. Tod and the rest must have plenty of room— 

You needn't tell them—Pile it on. % 


When next to the column for letters you write, 
To inform “ Mr. Stretch” what yow think, 

Should he say that his meaning you wholly misjudge, 
Give him plenty and long, do not shrink. 

Don’t think for a moment of “ boiling” it down, 
Your dignity firmly stand on ; 

Tell him straight, in your next, that in him is no truth, 

And be certain he'll soon—Pile it on. 


Away, then, with “ boiling,” don’t curtail your fish, 

Or diminish the weight of your creels ; 
And don’t spare the paint in depicting the sport, 

Nor check the swift line from your reels. 
Give us plenty of water and acast clean and free, 

Whenever the waders we don ; 
And if fly won't get ’em—well, buy, gaff, or net em ; 

We're fellows who can—File it on. 
—STREAMS 0’ THE NORTH. 





A quantity of wild fowl came inland on Tuesday night (frosty weather) to 
Chichester Harbour, Bosham, &c. Several flocks passed over Chichester within 
few yards of the housetops, 


ae 


Sata.” « Spas we here z, 


oligie 


ee 
a 
: 








stand a chance of getting off scot-free providing he clears out sharp ; but if 
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JACK-FISHING. 


ABourv the first knowledge of the existence of this fish, or of any 


other occupant of the watery world, was derived from an elderly 
German gentleman, a neighbour, when-I was about nine years of 
age. This old gentleman lived next door, and seemed to us children 
to pass his life in smoking a very large Dutch pipe and catching fish. 
We—that is, my two sisters, three brothers, and myself—must have 
been an awful nuisance to this invariably good-humoured, dear old 
fellow, for we were incessantly bothering him as to his fishing 
excursions, and (particularly we boys) begging to accompany him, 
and hardly ever allowing him a moment’s. peacejunless he was entertaining our 
restless little minds with another of those delightful and wonderful fish tales 
with which he was accustomed toamuse us. His garden at the back joined ours, 
and to enable us to visit him with as little trouble and formality as possible, we 
had broken away the greater part of the back wall which separated our respective 
territories—an undertaking which, though effected gradually, had cost my elder 
brother Ted and myself some severe spankings. From these punishments my 
younger brother-~if anything, worse than ourselyes—was exempt, dad making 
him a spectator of our whippings, remarking that the moral lesson to be derived 
from seeing us punished was as effective as thrashing him. At any rate, the 
artful little beggar boo’ed and yelled as loud, if not louder, than we did during 
the proceedings, and I believe by these means completely satisfied and con- 
vineed dad that, if he did not actually suffer bodily to the extent we did, 
he did so equally in spirit. I need hardly say that we both cordially envied 
him his share of the punishment, and likewise hinted on several occasions 
to dad that a moral lesson would satisfy our youthful yearnings equally as well 
as the one we received—a suggestion to which he invariably turned a deaf ear. 
The stories with which our kind-hearted old German friend used to amuse us 
were principally little fairy romances of fishland, in which the piscine inhabit- 
ants of the neighbouring brooks figured as the heroes and heroines, and I know 
that the everlasting impression these stories left upon my childish mind was the 
indisputable fact that a jack was the most wicked, cruel monster fishland con- 
tained. This impression my experience in after years, when jack-fishing became 
a fayourite sport of mine, fully confirmed, and Lam sure that all anglers will 
agree with me that for downright ferocity and blind contempt of danger a 
hungry jack, when feeding, cannot be equalled. In my opinion, jack-fishing, of 
all branches of angling, is.the easiest, and requires the least amount of skill and 
knowledge. The amateur, on his first jacking expedition, stands just as gooda 
chance of having his bait seized and pouched by a monster as his more experienced 
brother-fisherman does. I think that live-baiting with snap-tackle, if properly 
and carefully worked, is a much better method than any other. I have before 
me now a diary of three seasons’ jack-fishing, and the results, as shown therein, 
are incontestably in favour of snap-tackle and live-bait as against spinning, 
trolling, live-baiting with gorge hooks, &c., all of which methods I have given a 
most exhaustive trial. At times in the colder months the jack loses a greater part 
of that energy which characterises his movements in the warmer ones, and betrays 
a certain amount of torpidity in his actions, which renders it a necessity that 
the bait should be left within his immediate vicinity some little time to 
enable him to fairly arouse himself and seize it. With both spinning and trolling 
the passage of the bait hardly allows sufficient time for this to take place. A 
lively dace, intruding upon a jack’s privacy when in a non-feeding humonr, does 


Master Johnnie’s sanctum is invaded by an intruder bearing snap-tackle, and 
who is destined to exhibit his seductive struggles in vain efforts to escape right 
under his enemy’s very nose for some little time, he is pretty sure to be ulti- 
mately seized, if only in a spirit of wantonness, although perhaps merely with the 
idea of being bitten across and then left, a sequel which due attention and quick 
striking on the angler’s part renders a difficult matter. 

There is one particular reason why I maintain the superiority of the snap- 
tackle over the live-bait and double gorge-hook method. Jn live-baiting with 
the gorge, a fish must positively be “on the feed” before he can be captured ; 
he must absolutely swallow the threadled bait before the angler can claim his 
closer acquaintance. Now, in “snap”-fishing it is a matter of indifference 
whether he be in a feeding humour or not; ail he is required to do is to attack 
the bait in that spirit of malicious ferocity which all jack or pike unquestion- 
ably exhibit, whether hungry or not (except when motionless and basking in hot 
weather). Just for the gratification which the wanton mutilation of any small 
fry who are unfortunate enough to come directly in their way seems to afford 
them, he will hardly go out of his way or make any great: effort to do this 
when not fairly feeding, and, as I before remarked, it is for this reason that 
spinning and trolling often proves useless, because it requires too much exertion 
on the part of a jack to overtake it as it is drawn past him. 


The best mode of jack-fishing has long been a vexed question among 
anglers, each particular method having its admirers ; and I might quote the 
old proverb, “That the proof of the pudding is in the eating” ; but unfortu- 
nately the angler’s pudding has to undergo mastication under such a number 
of differert palates. And further, as it is an extremely difficult thing to 
determine who possesses the desired epicurean attainments necessary to con- 
stitute a correct judge, that the best way is for each angler to eat his own 
portion, and if he finds one particular corner more plummy than the rest— 
why? let him stick to it. : 

Many anglers complain of losing fish through fishing at the snap. This is 
hardly to be wondered at when you notice the manner in which they fix the snap 
upon the bait ; for in nine cases out of ten a bait, if examined after being seized, 
will exhibit teeth marks in the shoulder, conclusively proving that is the spot in 
which it has been seized. And, further, in nine cases out of ten a snap hook is 
placed everywhere else but in the shoulder, where it certainly is most wanted. 
Tam sure the angler who uses a snap composed of a triangle with a single hook 
securely whipped on the gimp about an inch above, and hooks the single hook 
well into the root of the back fin, and the triangle lightly in the shoulder of the 
bait, that with this style of soap he will very rarely miss his fish; but un- 
doubtedly the great secret in snap-tackle is (unless the jack run very large 
indeed) not to-use either the bait or triangle too large, and also to fit the 
latter well to the body of the bait, so as not to protrude more than possible ; 
for in striking a bait a jack makes no allowance for the triangles which it 
carries, and when in positive range of its prey, gives a lightning snap, with just 
sufficient opening of the mouthtoinsure an easy seizure, and does not habitually 
roam about with jaws extended to their fullest extent, as some people imagine. 
Their “ charming trap,” as is generally shown in the case of a stuffed jack's 
head, with its accompanying dental arrangements, is more due to the exaggeration 
of the taxidermist than to any similitude it may bear to their every-day action. 


It will naturally suggest itself even to the inexperienced angler that the most 
promising spot in which to find a jack is in close proximity to a bed of weeds ; 
but beware of wasting too much time in those dark, dreary, and seemingly 
bottomless pools, which, fringed with sedge and overhung by the branches 







of the surrounding trees, are so apt, from their seductive appearance, 


to conjure up visions of leviathan piscine occupants which they do not contain, 
for when fish retire to a hermitage of this description they usually go for 
retirement, and will rarely look at a bait. Don’t stay too longin one place— 
move about ; and, if there is a current, carefully swim down any part of the 
river which is fringed with rush or surface vegetation, just outside of them, 
but sufficiently far away to prevent entanglement. Remember the first principle 
of jack-fishing is to search for the fish, and not to wait for the fish to come 
to you. Always pay particular attention to all parts of the water containing 
the slightest cover, either from aquatic vegetation upon the surface or 
inequalities in the formation of the bottom. If a strong wind is blowing, 
fish those parts mest protected, and which are consequently less agitated 
upon the surface.* In preference of baits, I think nothing can beat a 
moderate-sized lively dace. Some anglers swear by a large gudgeon ; 
but I think, upon the principle of appealing to the eye, that 
a silvery, bright-looking dace can be seen better (especially in slightly 
coloured water), and isa much more seductive-looking object than a gudgeon. 
Although the jack is sucha ferocious fish, and apparently so disdainful of 
danger while feeding, yet fine fishing is just as applicable when fishing for them 
as it is for any other branch of angling, for there are times when the sight of 
an unusually thick stretch of gimp above the bait will endanger feelings of 
suspicion and alarm in a not over-hungry fish, whereas the same fish would 
unhesitatingly seize it were it in a more apparent natural condition ; and I 
strongly advise all jack-fishers to use salmon gut for the trace, and instead of 
using gimp the whole of the length on which the snap hooks are whipped, to 
cut it off about 3in. above the hooks, and replace it with a corresponding length 
of salmon gut, so that the amount of gimp in the tackle is really limited to that 
part which can reasonably bé supposed to come in contact with the jack’s teeth. 
Use a float proportionate to the size of the bait, and as small as possible, so that 
it retains its position upon the surface. 

Should any of my readers ever find themselves in a fishing neighbourhood and 
without bait, either artificial or otherwise, they will find that for spinning the 
subjoiued is an excellent makeshift : Procure an old sardine box or two of any 
description, with a pair of strong scissors cut out the shape of a bait, twist the 
end to make it spin, punch a hole near that part intended for the head, and a 
split key-ring and triangle will complete as good an improvisation it is 
possible to obtain. The best day’s perch-fishing [ ever had in my life was with 
the above makeshift—viz., about 501b, of splendid perch from an old disused slate 
quarry in Wales, which had been filled with water a number of years, and was 
well stocked with these fish. 

In fact, the number of articles an angler can improvise for a jack are legion, 
and if I happened to be without bait in the neighbourhood of a large “ Johnny” 

yell on the feed, and couid obtain any glittering object which could be thrown 
some distance, I should worry that fish as long as there was the remotest chance 
of his giving me a run. JOHNNY CHAT. 
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A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 


Sir,—Angling news just now is so scanty that it is hardly worth writing about ;— 
what with the weather und the Trent running so low, sport has been very in- 
different. One of the best catches of pike I have heard of has been at Flintham— 
sixteen fish. A few chub have been taken, but nothing to what ought to have been 
for the time of the year. Mr, Sudbury had a nice lot of roach from Weston on 
Tuesday ; one caught the other day weighed I1b. 10oz, Anglers in theabove water 
complain very much of the Burton slime coming down, completely spoiling the fish- 
ing, Salmon require better looking after in the neighbourhood of Nottingham ; I 
heard of one being snatched out the other day with a pike tackle,—I am, &e., 
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Tur Esk (WaitBy) Fisuery District.—The statutory meeting of the board of 
Conservators of the Whitby Esk Fishery District was held at the office of the clerk, 
Mr. William Brown, on Saturday, when Thomas Bagnall, J.P., chairman of the 
board, presided. The report for the year showed that there had been issued twenty- 
four licenses to fish for salmon at sea, as against twenty-eight last year; but the 
catch of twenty-three boats, one not having been reported at the date of meeting, 
was 5,885, as against 4,954 for 1886 for twenty-eight boats. ‘There was only one net 
license issued for the river ; but the dry weather prevented any operations there. 
Rod-fishing was behind last year, 104 licenses and 435 fish against 129 licenses and 
522 fish. ‘Che number of licenses for trout-fishing has increased, being 313 against 
251, Arrangements were made, as in former years, for the due election of two con- 
servators to the board to represent the net fishermen. {The report of the chief 
inspector of fisheries was laid before the board, and it was decided that the illegal 
practice of anchoring the nets with stones or otherwise, as mentioned by the 
inspector, would have to be put a stop to. 


ANGLERS’ LuGGAGH,—A case of considerable importance to sportsmen was tried 
in the Bloomsbury County Court on Tuesday last, when a well-known Kentish 
angler sued the L, and N.W. Ry. Company for the loss of a fish stolen from the 
luggage-van of one of their trains whilst in transit. The angler was returning 
from a fishing trip, and his luggage, with rods and a large fish, packed in straw, 
were duly labelled by the company’s servants, and the owner saw them place the 
things in the train, Upon arrival in London the fish had disappeared, and a de- 
scription of the missing packet was as once given at the Lost Property Office; but 
the parcel was never recovered. The company admitted all the facts, but con- 
tended they were not liable, as fish was not personal luggage, and it was, therefore, 
carried at the risk of the owner. On the.plaintiff's behalf it was argued that the 
spoils of the chase was the ‘* ordinary luggage” of a sportsman, just as the easel, 
paints, and brushes of an artist had been held to be his luggage in a well-known 
case tried on appeal, It was further contended that the company, having accepted 
the custody of the parcel with a full knowledge of its contents, had made them- 
selves liable as common carriers ; and after lengthened argument and reference to 
all the test cases, the judge held that the company, by labelling and taking charge 
of the parcel, knowing it to be fish, were liable, and he therefore gave a verdict for 
the plaintiff, with costs. 


THe Crorrers’ AND Cortiers’ Prorest.—Popular opinion has gone decidedly 
in favour of -the-now -“Jandless”-Highlanders “vho went in their numerical 
strength after the deer as much for protest as for meat. It seems shocking 
that, amid our boasted civilisation, a large number of peaceable and industrious 
workmen should, first, have had the rents of their little hillside holdings 
raised from time to time on the men’s alleged own improvements, and the tillages 
at last partly or wholly destroyedin order that deer might graze and the stock of grouse 
increase for the amusement of the rich Yankee tenant of the sporting. Luckily, the 
Crofters’ Commission has promptly met, and, until both sides have been officially 
heard, the public will do well to withhold further action on this altogether unique 
“ protest,” hastened, as it was, by the poverty of the people from the failure of the 
fishings.—Live AND Let LIvE. 





* Our experience is that, for successful perch and pike-fishing, a day when there 
is a nice ripple on the water is best ; it keeps the bait on the move and hides the 
angler.—ED, ; ey ; 
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2 THE NEW ACME LINES 


ogsiiiexs ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 4 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 

























Authorities. 
ai hee sees SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY PO3T. 
2 caper aE Pa Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the ImpROVED ‘ACME’ LiNE lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR I'T,”—May, 1885, ‘The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent *‘Whiplash” Taperare now Solely Manufactured by us. With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 210. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d, per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


COOPER COOPER & CO.| T()WIKTOQUN FISHERY, 


SELL the FINEST "['Hi A the World Produces STIRLING, N.B. 
AT 3s, A POUND. SEND FOR PRICE LIST OF 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. Ova, Fry, Yearling, and Two-Year-Old Fario 
Levenensis and Fontinalis, to 


Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 
CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE, 
J. R. GUY, Secretary, 
HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, N.B. 


ANDERSON'’S WATERPROOFS. 


63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C. ; 35, STRAND near Charing 
Beet, THE ARMY REGULATION Improved Riding & Huct- LIVERY SERVANTS’ WATER- 


| Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE 
Stanley Coat. ing Waterproof. 
Il iy WA at E R PR O O F Comptete a saan AND VALISE, 




















GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.¢., LONDON. 
VENTILATED UNDER 


CAPE, 
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iw DRIVING CAPE WITH TALMA SLEEVKS. 
( il These Capes sre cnt very full in the skirt, so as to fall 
over the knee apron ia front and back rail behind. 






THK MOST USEFUL, HEALTHY, AND DJRABLE 
WATERPROOF GARMENT 





i 
Vor all i ypuses e ane F e 
: > ; bane at = sees Purpuses. _ Made 33, 35, and 47in. long. Prices for Good Quality Drab Rubber. 

Wealso meke a Coat withthe PRICES FOR RELIABLE QU AT Baye Yrices Complete for Stock Sizes. 4) 42 44 46 inches tong. 
Cpe Detachable. Ventilated - rf f Made of Double Texture Gossamer... 59:. 0d. To fit ft. 5in, dft.7in., 5ft 9in., Of. lin, men. 
wader arms. 48, 5°, 52, 54, 56in, long. Made of Super Tweed to Check Lining 65s. (d. /= 83/- - 

_Very Iarge and Choice Selec- 10 FIT GENTLEMEN COATS sent edtana Salad yan emir ate oad ty 

bis a Pe ta and Prices on noe sa, set Tin, 5ft.9im, dit. lin,  6ft lin, THIGH KNEB® LEGGINGS, 12s. 6d. & 17. 63. To fit Stt. Sia. sft. 7io, Sft. 9in, Bft. 1lin, Gft. lin. men,” 

PP ; . 8d. 463. 47s, 6d. 498. 50z. 6d. SADDL+ VALISES ...... eee 44. to 73, 25/- 26/6 28/- 29/6 81/- 
WHEN ORDERING, STATE H&IGHI AND SIZE ROUND CH EST. 5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT FOR CASH. 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 27, queen victoria ‘staeer Lown, Ev, 


Works: BOW ROAD E, And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL ; 4, QUEBN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSBA. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
| 191, STRAND, London, W.C. 
THE SUN NOTTINGHAM WINCH, NEW COLLAPSING LINE DRIER. 


With ADJUSTABLE CHECK, Regd. No. 79,016, 








CLOSED. 


These Winches are made with a metal rim 
on the inside of back plate, and also metal 
inner revolving plate, which prevents all 


A machine for effectually drying lines when wet 
Made so that the air passes freely through to every 
poriion of the line, and so dries and preserves it. 
possibility of warping or sticking, without Each winder is fitted with a screw clamp, so that 
adding any perceptible weight. it may be screwed to any table. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVE ReRE POR rs: 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 9 Putney. 
45 Ae Hammersmith, 
50 A) Barnes, 

Add 55 5) Kew. 
75 * Richmond, 
80 ~ Twickenham, 
85 x Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, December 3 ° vee 3.18 oa ses 3.37 
Sunday, “= 4 ons ane 3.54 noe ree 4,13 
Monday, re 5 aaa “56 4,32 sea eae 4,52 
Tuesday, x 6 Fe : 5.12 re eos 5.36 
Wednesday, 5 7 as 56e 6.2 oa ane 6.28 
Thursday, is 8 oa ae 6.58 aa Se 7°29 
Friday, 8 9 es ace 8.2 Sc oes 8.38 


Ga River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card tothe 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lune, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

- There have been so few anglers on the war-path this week that the angling news 
is exceedingly brief, but the water is reported to be in very good condition. For 
roach-fishing the water is always the best when it is a little discoloured, and some 
of our principal jack anglers prefer the water somewhat bright for their operations, 
Tn the Tideway district it is said “ the water is all that could be desired both for 
height and colour, but the anglers are very scarce.” Two of the bank anglers 
at Twickenham caught three chub—one weighing 43lb., another 3lb. 1loz., and the 
third 2lb. 


- 





ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicnMonpD.—Christopher Brown, in two days, 301b. weight of roach and dace, one 
of the roach’ weighing 11b. 90z. ; and Henry Mansell, in two days, 311b. 

TWICKENHAM,.—John Coxen, in one day, 101b, of roach and dace ; George Coxen, 
in two days, 201b.; R. Coxen, in one day, ten dozen of dace ; J. Dobbin, in one day 
and two half-days, 22lb. of roach and dace; John Frost, in three days, 34lb. ; P, 
Hammerton, in one day, 10lb,; H. Spiers, in two and a half days, 25lb. ; John 
Spong, in three anda half days, 60lb. and three bream; F. Wiggins, in two days, 
fourteen dozen ; W. Goddard, in one day, 12lb. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, four jack and three dozen of dace ; 
and b, Stevens, during the week, four jack and 701b, of bream. ; 

Kin@ston.—John Johnson, sen., writes: “I have been out one day and caught 
three jack—one was returned, and the best from 5lb. to 6lb. I have had two hours’ 
roach-fishing and done but little. John Johnson has been out four times, and got 
some fine roach up to 1lb., and about three to four dozen in the day, all takeable 
fish. Very little has been done on the banks,” 

HAMPTON CourRt,—The only report that has come to hand from this district has 
been Thomas Milbourne, in one day, two brace of jack, : 

WEYBRIDGE,—Mr. Bristowe, fishing with Herbert Curr, in one day, three jack, 
all of which were put back again, 

CyuuRtsey,—J, Poulter, in one day, one brace of jack weighing 8b, 
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UPPER THAMES. 


The river is simply in the very best of trim forall and any kind of winter fishing, 
but anglers do not seem to ayail themselves of the golden opportunity. I hada walk 
from Marlow to Henley this morning, a distance of some eight miles; but nota 
punt did I see with an angling occupant therein, nor even a banker attending to 
his ledger or floating stock, I saw, however, that Old Father Thames was in the 
best of health and colour. I hear of small takes of jack at Marlow, Medmenham, 
and Henley, but so small as hardly to be worth scaling. My advice to anglers who 
have the chance of a trip riverwards is to come at once and go in for chub and jack 
work, Weather delightfully fine, with breeze from the S.W.—Mar.tow Buzz 


Dec, 1. 

Thames (Datchet). j 

The weather during the past week has been very mild, and the fishing has not 

been up to much, as every angler ought to know, a little frost is wanted to make 
jack, perch, and chub to feed. Mr. Pritchard, on the 24th ult., one jack, 5lb, I 
was out on the 26th ; six dozen dace, six chub, small, and a few roach. On the 27th 
ult. the dace fed well. On the 30th ult., with Mr. E. Powell, two jack, one 6lb,, 
the other about 8lb.— G. LUMSEEN. 

Thames (Goring). 


Water in good order for all-round fishing ; a few jack have been taken, and some 
very good perch.—_JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Tylehurst). 


The river here is in first-class trim, and sport, I was going to say, of the same 
class ; but it is really not up to that pitch, but improving daily. Some good pike 
have been taken ; also perch, chub, roach, &c. In fact, most anglers have not gone 
home with empty creels, and the number of bank anglers are increasing ; but those 
who hire a boat or punt are the most successful,—F RANK GOSDEN, 


Thames (Windsor). 

Anglers fond of chub and jack-fishing should embrace the present opportunity, as 
it is rarely such weather and water are met with on the Thames this time ef year. 
For jack I would advise the “ Jardine” paternoster, the most searching and deadly 
style of fishing, if medium size dace are used ; and for chub nothing will be found 
better than “ pith and brains,” but care should be taken in its preparation, Lums- 
den, of Datchet, 23rd ult., had three jack of 9, 6, and 4lb, ; and 30th ult., two of 8 
and 6lb., by Mr. Powell, of Twickenham. Mr. Collier, of the Westbourne Park 
Angling Club, three, on the 7th ult., from Windsor Weir, going 8}, 6, and 3}1b. A 
few smaller have been taken. Roach are feeding, but fine tackle required, the best 
catch being thirteen fish, going 6lb., by a bank angler. Dace are still taking greaves, 
the catch being fifteen dozen, in one day, by Lumsden, of Datchet. This may seem 
incredulous to many, but an hour I had with him one aftemoon recently quite con- 
vinced me of its possibility.—B. R. BAaMBRIDGE, Noy. 30. 





; Ancholme (Caistor). 

At a meeting of the Ancholme Commissioners held last week, it was decided by 
them to place an independent lot of fish at the Commissioners’ expense, in addition 
to those already, and to be placed by subscription. This is as it should be, and the 
Commissioners now deserve the best thanks of the angling community. There is 
considerable difficulty in obtaining rudd, but the prospects of ultimately getting 
them are much improved. The water is now in fine trim for pike-fishing ; little 
has, however, been done in the past week.—-THOMAS Forp. 


Chichester. 

The proverbial patience of anglers has been sorely tried during the past few weeks. 
Waters were reported in good trim, then after a journey of some miles, a few hours’ 
rain overnight had changed the aspect, and the bright, flowing stream had once 
more become a mudpool, During the past week the weather has somewhat im- 
proved, The Rother, at Selham, was in fair order on Saturday. A few anglers 
were down, and some good roach taken near the bridge. A brace of pike, weight 
not stated, were taken near Moorland. The water had clouded a bit on Tuesday 
evening, but is now as I write in fairly good order. The tidal rivers are much 
clouded in parts, but in districts where streams are flowing into the waters some 
good sport has been had in the eddies. The canal at Chichester has greatly im- 
proved in depth, and is now in good colour, A few small roach and bream have 
been taken, and one small pike secured with worm. Perch, for which this water 
was a few seasons back famous, seem few and far between. It is seldom I hear of a 
sizeable perch being landed. A few rodsters have tried spinning in the lower 
reaches, but without success, Weather this day (Thursday) showery ; wind southerly, 
—GEORGE F, SALTER, 

Derwent (Ambergate). 

There is very little doing here either with fly or bostom-fishing. The water is low 
and clear,and nothing except small fry are on the move. The Derwent appears to 
be well-stocked with small grayling and trout.—AMBER DUN, 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

Weather dull, damp, and misty. Fishing not to be thought of. No one has been 
out, to our knowledge, since last we wrote. The weather every day for a week past 
has been a prolonged, dismal drizzle—wind, and water-clouds, and mists had it all 
their own way since the frost broke. If fish have been taken—and doubtless some 
have been landed, for grayling are plentiful enough in the scours or shallows—they 
have been nocturnal pot-hunters who have made the bag. Herons continue plenti- 
ful asever. . There would appear to be an impression that these birds of prey are 
protected by the recent Wild Birds Act. We confess we do not know whether this 
is so or no; but it is undoubtedly a grave mistake on the part of our legislators, 
among whom sportsmen are in so great a majority, if this is so. If we lived in the 
day of falconry, of course we should expect protection ; but as we don’t, we don’t 
look for protection.—FostreR Bros., Ashbourne. 

Idle (Notts). 

Little or nothing has to be recorded of the sport obtained on thisstream. Except 
for pike there is little inducement, though perhaps the water was never better this 
year than in its present condition, and anglers have been few and far between. 
Trolling has been indulged in to a limited extent in the Mattersey district. I hear 
of a pretty good catch of pike from some water at Woodhall, several of the fish 
running up to 5lb., but nothing over. They were all taken live-baiting, and for 
condition equal to anything taken this season so far,—L, 

Ilfracombe. : 

Sea-Fishing, The herring-fishing during the week has been most irregular; 
while some boats have been out and brought in from four to five maize of fish, 
others have had but a quarter of a maize. The rod and hand-line fishing is at 
present good. .Amateurs fishing from the pier have taken some large fish. As was 
reported last week, small fish, such as whiting, pout, and pollack, are most plentiful. 


Wind, S.W.—E., Comsr, 
Lea (Tottenham). } 
The water continues, both in colour and volume, in first-rate order, A few jack 
and other kinds of fish have been taken, but none of any size worth recording,— 


HACKLES Rep. 
Lake District. ‘ 

The weather of the past week has been of a very mixed nature, though with frost 
and snow we have also had some welcome rain. This has brought the rivers and 
lakes nearly to their normal height, and great quantities of fish that were waiting 
to run have now begun todoso. To-day at all the obstacles both salmon and trout 
were jumping in numbers, and a great many have gained the “redds.” Two 
hundred brown trout were counted in one “ beck” this afternoon, and several good 
salmon are in the holes of the higher reaches. The spawning char, in their unusual 
situation, have attracted a good number of spectators on Windermere, though the 
fish are now beginning to leave the beds. They are bright -when they go on the 
redds, but they turn a deep crimson as they leave. Immediately spawning is over 
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they return to the deep water. We still keep clear of disease—a somewhat re- 
markable fact, seeing how closely the fish have been compelled to lie, -HPHEMER”, 
Dec. 1. 

Leicester. . 

After the enforced idleness anglers in this district heartily welcomed the thorough 
change in the weather, which was most apparent last Saturday, the streets of the 
busy capital of the fox-hunting shire on that day being suddenly covered with a 
thick layer of mud instead of presenting their usual clean aspect. The wind chang- 
ing to the South caused a general thaw, and quickly the ice that was remaining on 
the still waters disappeared. Anglers turned out in greater numbers than has been 
the case for a long period, and the home waters came in for the greatest share of 
attention, and fishing may be described, all round, of a fairly satisfactory kind. The 
canal, river Soar, and the prook at Aylestone gave anglers plenty of scope for their 
skill and perseverance. Among those who were successful in securing good lots of 
fish were Mr. Burgess, with three of pike, the largest scaling 4i1b.; Mr. R. Pearson, 
a good creel, one pike weighing 5lb., taken from the canal. The veteran Rylott was, 
as usual, again to the fore with two brace of chub and a mixed basket of perch and 
dace. Messrs. Broadhead, Ryde, Pearson, and a number of other subscribers to the 
Leicester Angling Societies’ preserves obtained large lots of roach and perch this 
week, The waters are now in splendid condition for winter fishing, and should 
matters remain favourable, undoubtedly the sport will be pursued with vigour. On 
Thursday there were plenty of fishermen out, but up to the time of writing no 
returns worth mentioning have come to hand,—ALERT, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are clear, and in angling condition. A few more anglers have been 
out of late with the Grasshopper, and some lots have been caught. The maggott 
has been successful; fiy-fishing quiet. The Pinsley is in good order ; a few grayling 
taken from it occasionally GWYNNE. 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 

The water is very thick and running hard to-day (Thursday), but with fair 
weather and no rain it will be quite right for fishing by the 4th inst. We had eight 
gentlemen here yesterday, among them Messrs. Sachs, Browning, Sheen, and Dayis, 
who are well known in the piscatorial world as keen anglers ; but their efforts were 
unsuccessful, or nearly so, owing to the water running hard and thick. Mr. Davis 
found seven jack and captured four ; Messrs. Sachs and Browning, one jack anda few 
chub. Withthe exception of a few perch taken by a gentleman, I have nothing 
more to record. I hope next week to say very different, and give you some good 
takes, as I have letters from some good anglers stating they are coming.—A, C, 
CRITCHFIELD, 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Jack have been feeding better this week than last, and the weather is very good. 
Not many out; but those who were have had good luck, and the water is in good 
condition now. Iam in hopes of good sport; buta good rain would improve the 
water very much. Gorge and spinning bait have been ,in use, with a little live 
snapping.—H., Rout. 

Reservoir (Elstree). 

I am glad to say that since my last report the water has risen a bit, so that it is 
better for anglers now. On the 27th ult. there was some fine jack taken, Mr. 
Burrill and friend, four jack; Mr. Ward,.one jack ; and on the 30th, Mr. Cooper, 
five jack, largest fish weighing 7b. ; and if this weather lasts, good sport is expected. 
G, CHESTER. 

Teme (Tenbury). 


The water in this district is in good fishing order ; the fish have been biting well 
during the middle part of the day, and a few nice-sized grayling have been landed 
with the Grasshopper. The small flies have been successful on the small streams, 
If the weather will keep fine good sport may be expected, as there are plenty of 
good-sized grayling around here, 
WORCESTER. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme and its tributaries are all in good angling condition, keeping clear, and 
anice height. There has been rain had in this district, but it has made scarcely 
any difference to the water. The nights have been frosty, and during the day the 
grayling have taken the Grasshopper and the maggot freely, and some nice dishes 
have been landed. Grayling are being sold at the fishmonger’s at 1s, per pound. 
There have been a few trying for pike this week, but they have met with little 
success, although there are a quantity in the water at present. The fly has met 
with poor luck. The Ony, Ledwyche, Corve, and Clun are in good order.—S, 


LUDLOW, 
Trent (Nottingham). 

Anglers in this district are compelled, through the low and clear condition of the 
river, to devote their energies and attention to the pike and chub. It is years since 
the stream was running at so low an ebb. Chub anglers have fared the best in the 
lower reaches, notably at Rolleston, Fiskerton, Hazleford, and Stoke. We had a 
substantial downpour of rain on Tuesday, and fishermen, other than for the class of 
fish named, were in hopes that a moderate rise would follow ; but, unfortunately, 
these were not realised. Fairly good sport has been met with amongst the pike in 
the Shardlow and Weston districts, and one or two big fish have been caught at 
Barton. Pending a “ fresh,” roach, dace, bream, and perch will not be found to feed 
with any degree of freedom. To-day (Saturday) a test case, arising out of punt 
fishing in the Wilford waters, will be heard by the Notts County Justices at 
Nottingham.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


ae Trent (Gainsborough). 

_ The tiver remains in excellent condition, and angling prospects could scarcely be 
improved, exc2pt, perhaps, by more settled weather. I hear of good takes of roach 
and chub with maggots and cheese, but I am without particulars of individual bags. 
An angler on Saturday foul-hooked a perch of 11b. by the tail, which he succeeded 
in landing. The beam nets have taken some fine pike of late. ‘This is to be regretted, 
as they would have afforded good sport to the legitimate angler. We had rain all 
day yesterday, followed by a sharp frost to-day.—F RANK THORPE, Nov, 30. 


Waveney (Beccles). 


The report from this river for the past few days has not been very encouraging, 
several gentlemen having been out, but with very little sport. Roach, on several 
occasions, have been feeding well ; but the pike are very slow, and it will require a 
few sharp frosts to bring them to their senses, The heaviest I have yet heard of 
was taken by Mr, E. B. Oldham, weighing about 44lb.; also a good take of roach 
by Mr, James Rouse, The water is of a good colour, and with a little clear, frosty 
weather it should bring the pike on the feed.—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 

Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Heavy showers and strong westerly gales had the effect of bringing the Wharfe 
and Yore down in flood at the latter end of last week, and grayling-fishing is there- 
fore at a standstill. The weather to-day, however, appears more settled, and I 
think that we shall have a renewal of the frost.—F', M. WALBRAN. 

Witham. 

_Upon the whole, the weather of late has been very favourable for sport with the 
pike, and, for the time of the year, I have no doubt there have been a goodly number 
caught. They seem to run somewhat small so far, and nothing worthy of special 
mention has come to my knowledge. During the last week or so some very nice 
chub have been taken from the holes in the Upper Witham, and now that the water 
has got into good condition in this part of the stream, fair business is possible. 
Dishes of roach have been caught in many places, both above and below Lincoln, 
and some also from the Forsdyke. Below Stamp End locks are to be found very good 
roach for those who will try their luck. The sport, however, is now pretty much 
confined to local men.—L. / 


The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are very quiet.— 





Yare (Norwich). 

Not much pike-fishing has been done during the past fortnight. Several parties 
have been out, and on to good water ; but the fish have not beén on the feed. In 
one instance I heard of acatch of 13 jack, the largest weighing about 2lb. It is 
rather surprising that no large fish! have ias yet been captured. Perhaps they are 
waiting for some particular favourite, as it seems a recognised fact amongst the 
angling fraternity that Mr. So-and-So always get the large fish, whilst others who 
go out much oftener go years without a lucky run falling to their lot. Smull fish 
were caught on the fine days which prevailed the latter part of last week and the 
earlier of this ; but from all accounts only very moderate sport has been had at 
any of the noted spots, which spots, by the bye, are becoming as far as the non- 
owner or his friend is concerned, rarer and rarer; but still there remain some who 
are very kind to the lover of iangling, and, whenever possible, grant them permis- 
sion to pursue their innocent pastime. The Norwich Angling Club holds its annual 
dinner this (Thursday) evening, but will finish too late for me to send you any 
account of the proceedings this week. Prospects : Dirty days and frosty nights.— 
Ropert MOLL. 

Yore (Hawes). 

The water is now in fine angling order, but the wind is very boisterous, and makes 
angling anything but pleasant. T do not hear of much being done, as, owing to a 
snowstorm in the early part of the week, anglers have been quiet. I went down to 
Hardrow Beck foot the day before yesterday, and took three very nice fish. Trout 
continue to ascend the runners for spawning purposes. I took a trout with worm 
literally gorged with spawn, while fishing for grayling, The fish was a male, of 
about 6oz, weight. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


[ We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief .as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
The monthly meeting of the Renting and Preservation Committee will take place 
on Monday evening, December 5th, at 7.30, and the General Committee at 9 o'clock. 
—R. GHURNEY, sec. 








SouTHERN Diviston VISITING List. 

The next visit on this list is to the St. George’s Angling Society, held at tha 
Prince of Wales, St. George’s-road, Camberwell, S.E., on Monday, December 5. 
Your early attendance and hearty co-operation on that occasion is respectfully 
requested.—J oHN SMITH, Visiting Officer. ; 

EASTERN DistRicr VistTina List, No. 2. 

A return visit on the above list was paid to the Hustonian Angling Society on 
Monday, the 28th ult., and was a great success; nineteenclubs were well represented, 
and their club-room wascrammed. After the roll-calla collection was made in aid of 
the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, when 6s. 10d. was forwarded to Mr. Ghurney. The 
next visit on this list will take place at the Lincoln Angling Society.—F. THORLING. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £1 12s. 1d. 
from the donation-box of the Hoxton Brothers Angling Society. The next meeting 
of the committee will take place on Friday evening, December 9th, at 8.30.—R. 
GHURNEY, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our usual Friday’s meeting was well attended, Mr. Stewart Bryan presiding, faced 
by Mr. George Salisbury. Mr. 8. Wertheim gave in his report as delegate to the 
Anglers’ Association, and Messrs. Stewart, Bryan, and F. W. Willis their report of a 
visit to the Sundial Angling Society, Hammersmith, in respect to the open angling 
competition which is to be held in the Slough Canal on December 18. As about 
£20 is gratuitously offered in prizes, and the whole of the entry fees are to be 
handed over to the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, the event should meet with support 
from all quarters. Mr. S. Bryan and the undersigned have accepted posts on the 
general management committee. On the 27th ult. our weigh-in was comparatively 
trivial, Mr. J. Smith having 61b. loz. roach, and Mr. H. Bryan roach,—J,. DEPLIDGE, 


hon. sec. 


BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 30th November, Mr, R. L. Atchison presiding. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were confirmed. The auditors, Messrs. A. Young (in place of Mr. 
Poole) and J. Lewthwaite, reported that they had examined the balance-sheet for 
the past half-year ; the accounts were satisfactory and correct. Replying to a hearty 
vote of thanks, the secretary said: “ Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I thank you very 
much for the compliments you have paid me this evening. Tf I have done anything 
to promote the welfare of the Blacke Friars Angling Society, I can assure you that 
it has been a labour of love, and that during the remainder of my term of office I 
shall continue to use my best endeavours in its interests.” It was resolved that the 
scene of operations for the Christmas prizes should be Slough Canal on the 18th | 
inst., so as to give members an opportunity to compete in the Christmas prize com- 
petition, under the auspices of the Sundial Angling Society, in aid of the funds of 
the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, conditions in accordance therewith, Mr. R. L. 
Atchison’s champion dace, 1lb. 1}oz., has found a prominent position in the club- 
house. Mr, Miller was the taxidermist, and most skilfully has he applied his art. 
On the 28th ult. the competition at Sunbury Lock for four prizes terminated 
without the desired result, On the 27th ult., Mr. R. Atchison in the chair, Messrs. 
W. Poole, W. Hutchins,and R. L. Atchison were the only members to add to the 
gross weight, but nothing notable, except, perhaps, a dace 7$0z., by Mr. Poole. Mr, 
Harry Dunn, referring to the dearth of fish this season, said he was not surprised 
that anglers return to the club-house disappointed with their day’s sport. He was 
still of an opinion that the existing close time for coarse fish did not meet the 
requirements of London anglers. The Act had too little regard to spawning time. 
—JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 

CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

Onthe 27th ult. members competed for the two prizes left over from the 20th, with 
the following result :—Mr. Lawler, Ist, 31b. 7402. ; Mr. Scutt, 2ad, 21b. 80z. Messrs. 
E. Allen, Jones, Layton, and Nelson also had fish, The next return visit, Western 
District, will be paid to us on Monday, Dee. 12, when we hope to see many angling 
friends, Wednesday next, Dec, 7, is quarterly night. —W.S5. 

CLAPTON. 

Our usual monthly smoking concert was held at the Downs Hotel on Monday 
last, Mr. Geo, Chambers in the chair. We had an excellent attendance, and the 
entertainment provided was thoroughly appreciated. Mr. H. J. Butler, an honorary 
pianist, officiated with his usual ability. The following gentlemen amused the 
company during the evening :—Messrs. Way, Geo. Bokenham, Gaskell, F, W. Brown, 
Henry Prenton, D, Cartwright, G, Penny, Harrison, and Pennington, Our 
excellent chairman had a well-deserved and very hearty vote of thanks accorded 
him at the conclusion. I was pleased to see many representatives of angling societies 
present,—Hrnry Howsz3, hon. sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

At the meeting held on Wednesday night, Messrs. Field, Carter, and Leach were 
duly elected members of this club, after which the business of the evening was got 
through. Subscription circulars have now been issued; members will please for- 
ward amounts due by them as early as possible, and oblige—A. EH. EVANS, sec. 


CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS VISITING LIST. 
A visit was paid by clubs enrolled on the above to the Alliance Angling Society 
on the 29th inst., when twenty-one clubs were represented, the commodious club- 
room being well filled. The next visit will be paid to the Barbican Angling Society, 
notice of which will be given by Mr, C, Nunn, the secretary.—C, A, MEDCALF, 


cae ee 





sec, 


‘Stroude, R. Perrin, C. Hayward, and others. 
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DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Several of our members were out on the 27th ult., when the following weighed-in 
some good fish :—Messrs, Caswell, roach ; Stainsby, roach ; F, Barrett, jack; A. 
Barrett, dace ; I’, Stone, roach ; C. Stone, roach ; Newbon, jack; Allen, dace, Our 
next meeting night, Wednesday, December “7th, is quarterly night,—H. PALMER, 


BEAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM). 

Several of our members have been out during the week, but have not been 
rewarded with large takes. Mr. J. Dyer weighed-in two jack, scaling 431b, and 
3}lb. The next competition will take place on the 3rd inst. for Mr. Dyer’s prize 
for jack, and Mr. Frith’s prize for perch, any public water. Our inaugural dinner, 
smoking concert, and distribution of prizes takes place on Wednesday next, the 
7th inst,—E, T. ELDER, hon. sec. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Masons’-avenue, City, E.C., on Tuesday evening, Mr, Norman in the chair. 
There were also present Messrs. Bentley, Parker, White, Gardiner, Young, Walker, 
Hartley (hon. sec.), and several visitors. The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and confirmed, and other business of a routine character transacted, Mr. Parker, 
on behalf of the sub-committee appointed at the last meeting, reported that they 
had inspected two waters recommended for rental by the society, and had secured 
each of them. The action of the committee was approved, and Mr. Parker stated 
that at the next meeting he would exhibit specimens of fish taken from the waters 
just acquired. The attention of anglers and others is especially called to the fact 
that Mr, Young will read a paper at the next meeting of the society on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6th, on “The Pollution of Our Rivers.” Mr. Young is very ably qualified to 
speak on the subject, and it is intended that a discussion shall follow the reading of 
the paper. On Tuesday, the 13th December, a smoking concert will be given under 
the direction of Mr, Gardiner, who, it will be remembered, so ably managed the last 
one, As the success of an entertainment of this nature so greatly depends on the 
hearty co-operation of all interested, Mr. Gardiner hopes that gentlemen willing to 
render assistance, either vocal or instrumental, will kindly send him a line by Tues- 
day next. Anglers are respectfully reminded that at each of the meetings now 
announced their attendance is not only earnestly requested, but will be thankfully 
appreciated.—H. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The following is the record of fish taken on the 27th ult,, Mr. Henrie leading the 
way with a handsome show of roach, 15lb., one weighing lib. 20z.; Mr. De Perran, 
jack, 201b. (4 fish) ; Mr. Bowring, dace, 3lb. ; Mr. Chapman, roach, 3lb. ; Mr. Ellins, 
roach ; and Mr. Green, roach, making a total of nearly 501b, The next sweepstake 
will take place on the 11th Dec, from Bray Lock to Boveney Lock, members to have 
the option of going to Windsor or Taplow. All gentlemen wishing to compete 
should attend at the club-house on Tuesday evening next, where all information can 


be obtained.—C, B. L. 
GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At the usual weekly meeting on the 21st ult., Mr. Arthur Payne was unanimously 
elected secretary of the above society, Mr. Joseph J. Holmes having resigned. 
Secretaries and others will oblige by forwarding all communications (after December 
5th) to Mr. A. Payne, at the club-house, the George Hotel, Fonthill-road, Finsbury 
Park, N.—JosEPH J. Houmss, sec. 

F ' HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several more names have been added to the list of Christmas prizes, which will be 
fished for on Dec, 4th in the Rye House Fishery, both sides of the river. Members 
to leave London by the train from Liverpool-street Station at 9.8 a.m., to start 
fishing at 10.30, and show fish at the Rye House at 6.0 p.m, The prizes not won on 
that day to be fished for at the same place on Dec.dlth by those unsuccessful 
members only who competed on the first day ; the prizes to be presented at the club- 
house on Thursday evening, Des. 22nd, at 10 o’clock.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members of the above who gave usashow on the 27th were Mr, Layton, with 

roach and dace; Mr. R, Ford, roach and dace; and Mr, Jackson, roach.—W. H. 


FENNER, sec, 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly distribution of special prizes took place on Wednesday last, 
Noy. 30,0n which occasion the members indulged in a supper. Mr. G. Riches very 
ably presided, faced by Mr. N. Martin, After the cloth was cleared, the president 
presented the various prizes (twenty-five in number); after which there were 
twelve special prizes given to be fished for from now until the end of the season ; 
also ten extra special prizes were given, to be fished for on December 11th, in the 
Forty Guinea water. Mr. J. Stroude will give a prize, value 10s. 6d., for the 
heaviest weight of any kind taken on Dee. 11 and 18, competitors to go where they 
like, Mr, C. Hayward had two chub on Wednesday, Noy. 30, 21b. 15oz., thus winning 
Mr, G. Riches’ prize. During the remaining portion of the evening there were some 
capital songs sung by Messrs. G, Riches, ‘I, Harrison, W. Wilkinson, — Legge, J. 
The evening was brought to a close 
with a hearty vote of thanks to the president, vice-president, Mr. T, Harris (pianist), 
and the hostess, Mrs. Rogers. Mr. A, Bass had 6lb. of roach and dace on Nov. 27, 





- and Mr, J, R, Charters also weighed-in 2b. loz, of roach on the same day.—H. B. 


ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. , 
The next ordinary meeting will be held at Rise House, Hornsey Rise, on Monday 
evening next (Dec, 5th), chair to be taken at half-past seven p.m.—H. KENNETT, 


hon, sec, 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our ninth annual dinner is fixed to take place on Thursday evening next, Dee. 8, 
and I hope members and friends will muster strongly, and thus prove our stability 
and vitality, though this is now scarcely necessary, so firmly are we planted and so 
vigorous our constitution. In the face of our having taken a fresh and additional 
sheet of water, it is proposed to |raise our entrance fee and subscription from 1st 
January next, and it is probable this will be carried, so intending members please 
note,—RD, WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Tuesday evening, when we had a good 
muster of members, Mr. W, Gillies.(the president) in the chair. The minutes of 
previous meeting were read and confirmed. The prize list for remainder of season 
was brought forward, when it was liberally responded to by the members, It was 
also arranged that the half-yearly dinner and distribution of prizes shall take place 
on Tuesday, 13th inst., at the club-house ; those members who have not given their 
names to the secretary that intend being there must do so at once, and any friends 
who may not be able to join us at the dinner will be welcome after the cloth has 
been removed, Our host will have an extension of time on that occasion —A. M. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

The forty-first half-yearly supper and prize presentation took place at the club- 
house, the Lord Southampton, Southampton-rcad, Haverstock-hill, on Thursday 
week last. Mr, W. Aldis ably officiated as chairman, and the vice-chair was well 
filled by Mr. T, Edgerton, There was a very large attendance, and thanks to Mr, 
W. Greenwood, secretary, and Mr. W. J. Wetenhall, the esteemed host and treasurer 
of the club, the arrangements for the festival left nothing to be desired. Justice 
having been fully done to the excellent repast provided, and the loyal toasts having 
been worthily honoured, the chairman gave the cardinal toast, “ Prosperity to the 
North-Western Angling Club,” to which Mr. Greenwood briefly, but suitably, 
replied, He remarked that the club was flourishing and increasing its members, 
and although during the past season they had expended more than ordinarily in 
printing fresh rules and in other ways, besides subscribing to the testimonial to 
Messrs. Murray and Fitch, they still had a good balance in hand. They could also 
boast of the many specimen fish shown by the members, and even their gross weights 
were mostly made up of fish that any angling club would approve of. He thanked 
them yery heartily for the enthusiastic manner in which his name had_ been 
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received, and he trusted to remain their secretary and see them prospering for a long 
time tocome. The other toasts were “The Central Association of London Angling 
Clubs,” to which Messrs. W. T. Wade (secretary) and T, Crumplen responded, 
both gentlemen being very warmly welcomed. “The Press” was responded 
to by Messrs. Smith and Cash, the latter gentleman appearing for Mr. 
Widdicombe, who was absent through illness. “The Visitors” was responded to by 
Mr. Jennings, of the Bostonians, The prizes were distributed as usual by Mr. 
W. J. Wetenhall with his accustomed ability and humour, and his health was drunk 
with full musical honours. Among the winners on this occasion were, for the 
largest pike, Messrs. Proehl and W. Plumpton; and for largest gross weight of 
pike, Messrs. W. Aldis, F. Edgerton, Fancourt, and Holmes. For the heaviest roach, 
Messrs. H. W. Underwood, Hayes, and Aldis; the heaviest perch, Messrs. Hayes, 
Fancourt, and Greenwood. The largest gross weight of all fish fell to Mr. H. J, 
Underwood; while Messrs. Billings, Hill, Roxbee, Grindlay, Egerton, Swain, Proehl, 
Underwood, and Greenwood were successful in the “ outing ” and other competitions. 
A considerable number of prizes were offered for competition during the present 
season. The toasts were interspersed with an excellent selection of music under the 
direction of Mr, Ernest Symons, who displayed his well-known skill at the piano- 
forte. Messrs. Woodward, Griffin, Pawley, Cameron, Holman, Jennings, Creighton, 
Egerton, and Chapman contributed some capital songs and recitations, The music 
throughout was of an exceptional standard of excellence, and the evening was so 
thoroughly enjoyable that the members only separated at the closing hour, when 
the National Anthem terminated the proceedings,—A. 
PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday last ten of the members of the above society paid a visit to Sowley 
Pond, on the Beaulieu estate, near Southampton, by the kind permission of Lord 
Montague. This magnificent piece of water is celebrated for its monster pike, being 
strictly preserved. On the last visit of the members ié will be recollected two of 
the party had the good fortune in securing one 25lb., and another 28lb., which are 
preserved in the club-room, On the present occasion, wind and weather were com- 
pletely against the anglers; but in spite of the difficulties, the party contrived to 
capture nine fish, but not of any siza. They were all taken with the spoon, live- 
baiting and other artificial spinners failing.—DAGGERWOOD, 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 27th ult. seventeen members of the above visited Ponder’s End to compete 
for four prizes. Two only were taken—viz., Mr. IT, Hughes’s prize, by Mr. W. 
Wigley, with roach ; and a prize given by the society was taken by Mr. H. Cheatle, 
with dace, The other prizes will be competed for during the month, Members and 
friends are informed.that a smoking concert will take place at the Albion, Rodney- 
road, Walworth, on Monday, December 12th, for the benefit of Mr. H. Haines. During 
the evening, Messrs. J. W. Wigley and I. G. Cottrell will preside. Prizes for 
December : gross weight of ‘roach, Thames bank only, Mr. J. Smith, sen.; gross 
weight of all fish, punt or bank, during the month, by Mr. T. H. Mitchell 
Monthly competition on the 18th, Slough Canal, ‘‘ Sundial conditions,”—Prxiz. 

ROYAL GHEORGHE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, Brewer just saved us a blank on the 27th ult. by weighing-in some roach, 
Tuesday last was our quarterly night, when the following officers were chosen for 
ensuing quarter :—Mr, Healey, chairman ; Mr. Holden, vice-chairman ; Mr. Frewin, 
secretary ; Mr. Healey, treasurer; Messrs. A. Hawkins and Brewer, auditors. Messrs. 
Healey and Beale kindly volunteered to represent the society at the meeting of the 
Anglers’ Association. Members desiring to take part in the Christmas outings will 
oblige by being at Paddington on the 4th inst. Train leaves for Henley at 9.5,— 
F, H,. FREWIN, sec. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 27th ult., Messrs. Jacobs and Massey weighed-in jack, On the 29th ult. 
Mr, Gillson added to his score of large roach three more weighing over 341b., Mc. 
Williams also having one over the pound.—PELICAN. 

SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following is the list of prizes for competition in aid of the A.B.S. :—Ist, 10lb. 
ribs of beef, half-gallon brandy, large Christmas pudding, box of cigars, and general 
rod ; 2nd, goose and bottle of spirits; 3rd, ditto; 4th, ditto; 5th, 141b. beef and 
bottle of spirits ; 6th, 12lb. ditto ; 7th, ditto ; Sth, case of stuffed birds ; 9th, half- 
gallon whisky ; 10th, half-gallon old tom; 11th, fishing-box; 12th, roach rod ; 
13th, jack rod ; 14th, punt rod ; 15th, general rod ; 16th, winch and jack line ; 17th, 
armchair; 18th, drinking set; 19th, surprise cake; 20th, copper kettle; 21st, 
Jubilee 4s, piece ; 22nd, handsome lamp (the above are all for the heaviest gross 
weights) ; 23rd, for heaviest roach, set of plated carvers in case; 24th, for heaviest 
perch, fly rod ; 25th, for heaviest gudgeon, bundle of cigars. Several other prizes 
will, no doubt, be added, No compstitor to take more than two prizes. I wish to 
correct my last report, which should read, “Competitors to cease fishing at four 
o'clock, and weigh-in as soon after as possible. he next committee meeting takes 
place on Wednesday, Dec. 7, at 8.30 sharp.—W. WILSON, hon. sec. 

ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first anniversary dinner of the above society took place on Thursday, Noy, 24, 
at the Prince of Wales, St. George’s-road, Camberwell, when about twenty members 
sat down to the good fare provided by our host, Mr, Hearn, On the remoyal of the 
cloth, harmony was the order, to which the following gentlemen contributed : 
Messrs. Etherington, Sufi, Howes, and Gibbs; Messrs, Griffin and Rumbelow, of the 
Walworth Waltonians ; Mr. Hibble ; Messrs, Haines and Hotham of the Rodney ; 
Messrs. Pheasant, Bailey, Byworth, Evans, and Mr. and Mrs. Lang. The “ Health 
of the Visitors and President,” and the toast “ Success to the St. George’s”’ brought a 
most pleasant evening to a close. The weigh-in on the 27th ult. was not very grand, 
Mr. Etherington being the only fortunate member, winning the “ plum-pudding.”’ 
Messrs. Howes and Cox also weighed. Brother anglers are requested not to forget 
our visit on Dec, 5,—THirsty TIDDLER, 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

Since my last notice I have had nothing to report, the efforts of our anglers having 
met with very poor success the last few weeks. On the 27th ult, the spell of bad 
luck was broken, and Messrs. G, Jeffreys, C. Jeffreys, Freethy, and Seale had some 
fair takes of fish, consisting of chub, bream, dace, and roach, The two prizes given 
for the gross weight of all fish (month of November) were won by Messrs. G. and OC. 
Jeffreys. Members will please take notice that Friday, Dec. 9, is quarterly night.— 
JOHN BATTENSBY, sec, 

STANLEY ANGLERS SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening last this old-established fishing society met at their old 
home, the Stanley Hotel, Camden Park-road, N.W., and after partaking of a hearty 
meal, business matters connected with the society were discussed. A pleasant 
evening was passed, In the course of a few remarks, Mr. Walker alluded to their 
late president, Mr, C. P, Wheatstone, and the members and their friends present 
reponded in respectful silence to the memory of the late president.—Gn0, BH. WALKER, 


hon, sec, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Pike-fishing is still persevered with in the society’s waters at Haywood with very 
fair results. ‘he other day Mr. J. Perkins bagged three nice fish, Mr, H. Evans three, 
and Mr. W. Evans two; Messrs, T. Watkins, J. Hassall, and J, Arrowsmith also had 
some nice fish. The river Sow is still in good ply, but would be improved with a 
little rain, Looking over the pages of another angling journal last week, I noticed, 
under the head of “ Fishing Stations, Stafford,’ that the landlord of the Clifford 
Arms, Haywood, has the privilege of fishing the river Sow, above the junction of 
the Trent. This announcement is entirely false, The above society has rented this 
water for several years, and its members only have the sole right of fishing. The 
keeper has instructions to take proceedings against anyone “ other than the mem- 
bers’ found fishing in the society’s waters.—J. HOLLINS, hon. sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The last return visit on the above list was paid to the Kenningtonian Angling 
Society on Monday last, the evening turning out wet. A good muster of anglers 
were present at the call of the roll—namely, Bermondsey Brothers, Second Surrey, 
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Rodney, South London, Anchor and Hope, Peckham Brothers, Grange, Brunswick, 
Peckham Royal, St, Albans, Walworth Waltonians, Waggoners, St. George’s, London 
and South-Western. The next visit will go to the Peckham Royal, held at the 
Duke of Edinburgh, Shard’s-road, Peckham, the date to be fixed later on.— 


J. Court. 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 


Several members of the above were out on the 27th ult. Mr. W. Windred, roach ; 
Mr, J, Currans, roach ; Mr. Climpson and Mr. Belton, and several other gentlemen, 


returned with blanks.—H. T. 
WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 27th ult., Mr. Turnbull took Mr. Read’s prize with 3lb, 20z. roach; Mr. 
Sloper, 101b. 130z. roach and chub; Mr. Church, 2b. 140z. roach. On the 29th, Mr. 
Newbury and Mr. Sloper weighed-in from Cookham 8b. 30z., and 31b. 30z., respect- 
ively, of roach, Next Wednesday, the 7th December, will be half-yearly meeting 
night, and all members who possibly can, are requested to attend.—W. W.A 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Mr. H. Rumbelow won the first prize in the competition on Nov. 20th ; Mr. Del- 
haye and Mr. Beale also had fish, The competition on Dec. 8th will be an open 
one; usual conditions, Mr. John Gibberd’s prize will be fished for in this series. 
A communication from the Sundial Angling Society will be further considered at 
the next meeting. On Nov. 24, Mr. Delhaye weighed-in a nice show of roach from 
the Colne. Mr. Crisp exhibited a fine specimen pike of 15lb., taken from the Ouse 
by Mr. Owen Claridge—MILLER's THUMB. 
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THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


THE forty-ninth anniversary dinner of the Thames Angling Pre- 
servation Society took place in the Venetian Salon at the Holborn 
Rest.urant on Wednesday. Mr. James Bigwood, M.P. for the Brent- 
ford Division of Middlesex, was in the chair, and amongst others 
who were present were Mr. F. D. Dixon Hartland, M.P., Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley (the president of the society), Mr. C. EB. Nuthall, 
J.P., Mr. Alfred Nuthall, Mr. G. H. Barber, Mr. H. M. Blamey, Mr. 
Reginald E. Booker, Mr. Joseph Brougham, Mr. W. H. Brougham 
(secretary), Dr. Brunton, Mr. Edward Foreman, Mr. G. H. Harrison, 
Mr. F. H. Lemann. Considering that the anniversary took place 
at the Holborn Restaurant, it is almost needless to state that an elegant banquet 
was admirably served. A great addition was made to the pleasures of the evening 
by the excellent musical arrangements, which were under the direction of Mr. 
Coates, the vocalists being Miss Ethel Winn, Miss Blanche Murray, Mr. Gilby, 
and Mr. F. Bevan, to whom must be added Dr. Brunton, who led off “ Auld 
Lang Syne” with wonderful spirit at the close of the evening. The Chairman 
having given the loyal toasts— 

Mr. Dixon Hartland, M.P., proposed “ The Board of Thames Conservancy.” 
He said he was told that the Conservancy occupied the same place with 
regard to this society that the House of Lords did to the House of Com- 
mons. Hecould only say that if the Conservancy did its work in the same way as 
the House of Lords, they would have great reason to be proud of what it did. 
No doubt the Conservancy had in many cases a very difficult. part to play ; but 
he hoped they would consider in the duties they had to perform that sometimes 
those duties might be as well performed with kindness as with severity. (Hear, 
hear.) They must also remember that there were the interests of those who 
lived on the banks of the river to be considered, as well as those of the river 
itself. So far as that society was concerned, he was sure they were very deeply 
indebted to the Thames Conservancy, who had done a great deal for them. 
(Applause.) The society would always have a friendly word to say for them. 
(Applause.) He coupled with the toast the names of Mr. J. H. Gough, the 
secretary, and Mr. C. J. More, the engineer of the Conservancy Board. 

Mr. Gough, in responding, said with regard to the remarks of Mr. Dixon 
Hartland, the Conservators considered themselves trustees for the public as to 
the great interests committed to their charge. Having been connected with 
the board for twenty-four years, though for less than twenty-four months as 
secretary, he could assure them that they endeavoured in all respects to carry out 
their duties in the kindest and most lenient manner consistent witha due regard 
to the best interests of the public. Those duties were not always of the most 
pleasing character, and they were not always undertaken voluntarily. Recently 
Parliament had imposed upon the Thames Conservancy the duty of registering 
all boats on the river. That duty was not sought by the Conservators, but they 
were endeavouring to carry out the by-laws on the subject in as liberal and 
considerate a manner as possible. He was glad to know that the anglers in the 
Thames recognised what the Conservators had done for them, and that that 
society felt that they had performed their duty as well as Mr. Dixon Hartland 
claimed the House of Lords had done theirs. (Applause.) 

7 Mr. C. J. More, who was indistinctly heard, was understood to say that no 
oubt the Conservators had incurred a great deal of criticism at various times ; 
but their critics sometimes forgot that the Conservancy Board was, to a great 
extent, an administrative board, and bad to carry out regulations which were 
pares upon them by Parliament. With regard to the burning question of the 
- and weir, no doubt Richmond and Twickenham had, from various causes, 
A water in the reaches near them than they previously had. In considering 
the matter the Conservators always had that fact before them, and they would 
wal aly do all in their power to improve the condition of those reaches con- 
ently with their paramount duty of preserving from any possibility of injury 
a great and important interests of which they were the guardians in the lower 
ames. The question had now entered on a new phase, and he hoped a satis- 
ete result would be arrived at. (Applause.) 
bes eee on rising to propose the toast of the evening, was heartily 
eens £ os he said, they would expect him to say something 
mae ye of the Thames Argling Preservation Society, but he thought 
nen oe that evening showed that the society was already high in 
pea our. (Cheers.) He believed that society—and having been 
ae SE fore a resident on the banks of the Thames, ke knew of what he was 
nana ae a brecriver by the general public to the fullest extent that they 
of tall nine ( a hear.) ‘They were doing a great deal for anglers 
On ite tide é " Ra he could not help pointing out that they 
skit adhe Sia rethren who were anglers, who were most keen sports- 
TP aeeRe " would have liked to have seen some of them present on this 
mia ss _tlowever, he hoped that was not the last time he would be able to 
Beng eir anniversary dinner (hear, hear), and that when he came again he 
would see their poorer brethren represented. They were certainly experiencing 





the benefits which the societ ini 
I y was obtaining for anglers, What was the condi- | 
tion of the river now? It was positively full of fish, For the last twenty-five | 


years anglers had been taking fish out of é 
: the river to an extent 
ee brew almost beyond belief. If they went down the river 
by » de ai] ee see at a glance a score of fishermen standing side 
; all pulling out something, and a score of men in punts, many of who 
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took out from 301b. to 40lb. a day. At all events, if he exaggerated as to that, 
they would not deny that that portion of the river would equal or surpass any 
similar portion of water in England. He spoke, as he said, from his own observa- 
tion, and from many a word that had dropped while he had been enjoying a 
jovial pipe with his friend, the late Mr. Francis Francis, and he was induced to 
believe that there was no reach in England that gave so many fish. He was not 
prepared to say why it was so. No doubt the 13 tons of fish that had been 
turned in by that society had had a great deal to do with it. 
Their President was to be congratulated upon the resulis which he had obtained 
in such a very admirable, quiet, and gentle manner. That night they were 
celebrating the anniversary of a useful society, which deserved the patronage of 
the public, and he was convinced that while they went on as they were they 
would not long be left in the lurch. With great pleasure he gave them “ The 
Thames Angling Preservation Society,” coupled with the name of Mr. Spreckley, 
their President. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Thomas Spreckley, who was most cordially received, said that he 
endorsed a great deal that the chairman had said with respect to the 
river, which was protected, preserved, carefully looked after, and care- 
fully watched in every shape and way, so far as the funds at 
their disposal—(hear, hear)—would allow. That, however, was a very 
material point. He did not hesitate to say that the Thames was thoroughly 
and well protected. He was glad they had two members of the Legislature 
present, and he thought it would do their legislators an enormous amount of 
good if they would come amongst them at some of their smaller gatherings. It 
was astonishing what an amount of information they would get. They ought 
to see something of the life of a London angler. They might see him go out 
on a Saturday afternoon, and perhaps go down as far as Windsor. He would 
fish until night, and then sleep on the bank of the river. Then he would 
fish all day on Sunday, and take to the wife in the evening 10lb. 
or 12lb. of fish, which would help to keep the family during 
the week. It was life to them, and they enjoyed it. They were 
great Sabbath-breakers, of course ; but they took the responsibility of 
that upon themselves. Many a poor man only got out in that way to get a 
blow of fresh air. One Sunday he counted two hundred rods out between 
Maidenhead and Windsor, and he believed that forty-nine out of every fifty of 
the men would feel themselves disgraced if they put in their bags or baskets a 
single fish that was half an inch under the Thames Angling Preservation Society 
size. (Applause). In conclusion, he heartily thanked the chairman for his 
kind words. 

Mr. James Powell proposed “‘ The Press,” which was replied to by Mr. F. W. 
Dimbleby, of the Richmond Times. 

Mr. GH. Barber next proposed “ The Chairman,” who briefly responded, re- 
marking upon the power of promoting a spirit of good fellowship and joviality 
which the society seemed to possess, and which had made that evening most 
enjoyable. 

Mr. W. H. Brougham then announced the subscriptions promised during the 
evening, which amounted to £116 4s. 

Other toasts followed, including “The Health of Mr. W. H. Brougham,” 
which was warmly responded to. 

cece 
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AN AFFRAY WITH POACHERS. - 
By ONE OF THEM. - 


THE Mourne was in splendid fettle, and the three of us had been 
flogging it morning, noon, and night for the best part of a week, 
and couldn’t touch a fish. We tried all we knew, and fished every 
rising fish with everything worth wetting, and never took a roll out 
of one. And the river was full of them. We could see schools of 
peal on the fords, and rolling about in the heavy water above them ; 
but they scorned anything we could show them. At last we could 
stand it no longer. 

Four fellows from Derry had promised to join us as soon as Wwe should let 
them know it was worth while coming, and every day we were having inquiries 
from them, which showed that they just thought we were keeping the sport to 
ourselves ; so at last we sent them word to come and try their luck, and the four 
arrived by the last train on Saturday at N. Stewart. Theseven of us fished 


all day on Sunday, and hooked one fish foul, two which broke away, and then ° 


we made up our minds. If fair means would not do, there was one other 
resource left, and so on Monday night—a cloudy, dirty night it was, too—we 
started for 8 up the river with a couple of sacks, a torch, and two 
“weapons.” We took three young chaps from the town that we could trust to 
act as scouts, and having arrived at the ground and duly posted the look-out, 
we commenced operations. They came then. About two o'clock in the morning, 
as it was breaking day, young Rafferty ran up to us out of breath, and, glancing 
back over his shoulder, cried, “ Look !” and continued his run homewards. 
The water-bailiff was upon us! A strapping fellow, too, Mick Lawlor, and he 
always meant business. We were altogether, and had but a minute or two to 
make up our minds. “Shall we run for it?” said Brady, from Derry. “ He 
can't ketch us all.” “No,” said I; “but he knows us chaps, and he'll overtake 
us long before we reach the town. Lawlor can run any man in the county.” 

There was a big, raw-boned chap among the fellows from Derry, one Hall, 
whom I had never seen before. He had not said a word up to this, but quietly 
kept watching the bailiff, who was coming along at his ease by the bank, and 
was now about 600 yards off. 

“ Now off with you chaps home along the bank as fast as ye can, and leave 
him to us four fellows from Derry. He won't know us; and keep your eye 
behind yer, for I'll want ye again I expect ; it’s too early to stop the sport yet. 
Go.” Hall said this in the quiet, easy manner of a man that knew what he was 
about. And so off we made for town without another word, and on looking 
behind, there we saw, sure enough, Lawlor commencing torun too. Tohaveany 
chance of overtaking us he must pass the other fellows by, and he tried to doit. 
But they closed on him like lightning, and in a few minutes, in spite of his 
struggles, they had his hands tied, and into the empty sack they clapped him, and 
tied the mouth with a grass band ! 

When we saw this we came back, and Hall and I carried the sack to the edge 
of the bank. 

Boys, for God's sake don’t drown us !”’ came from the sack. ; 

“Not a word out of you!” said Hall. “Now, boys,” said the latter, sitting 
down by the prisoner, “on with ye for another hour or two ; that sack can hold 
a few more fish. I'll sit here for fear this fellow might feel a bit lonely, and if 
he talks above a whisper, by Jove, in he goes, sack and all !” 

A couple of hours later we cleared out of that with a sack-load of salmon that 
we carried in turns, two and two, and warned the bailiff at parting not to 
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distress himself by kicking about too much for fear he'd kick himself into the 
river. 
* * * * * 

“ And what did you do with the fish ?” . 

“They were salted, safe and sound, every one ; and half the people in the 
town knew their flavour before the last of them was gone. Some of the police, 
among the rest, knew how they tasted, too ; but I don’t think they knew exactly 
where they came from.” 

“ And the bailiff ?” 

“Well, he lay there till about eight o'clock, when a cub (é.¢., a lad) going after 
some cattle, seeing the sack, came up and gave it a kick, when suddenly a yell 
from it (he thought we were coming back, I suppose) near drove him out of 
his senses, and home he rushed in terror to tell his father the devil was tied up 
in a sack on the bank of the river! Some of the neighbours hearing about it 
went down, and cne of them knew the voice, and let poor Lawlor out, half dead 
from fury and suffocation.” 

“A dastardly outrage I call it, Kelly ; what do you think of it now yourself ?” 

“Well, I was young at the time, and I thought it very nate, anyway ; and 
besides, you see, we did not drown him after all !” Mona. 


SS 





TESTING THE STRENGTH OF TROUT. 
(From Forest and Stream, Nov. 17, 1887.) 


THE article of Mr. Henry P. Wells, in your issue of Nov. 3, 
brings forward a subject that I have thought much upon, and | 
am glad to learn that someone has made experiments and taken 
notes of them for publication, for I think that if anglers did 
realise the amount of strength that a trout exerts when first 
hooked they would not report the loss of so many large fish. 

Once while we were fishing through the ice for a fish called in northern New 
Hampshire and Vermont “ lunge,” and which, I think, is set down in scientific 
works as the Salmo namaycush, a discussion arose among us as to the amount of 
strength required to pull in a certain fish; and to test the correctness of my 
opinion I took one of these spring scales, such as fishermen carry in their 
pockets, and proceeded to make loops in each line, so that in case I should geta 
tish on either of them (I had ten lines in all) I could hook on the scale at once. 
The depth of water was from 18ft. to 25ft. Following is the results as I have 


it now :— 
A lunge weighing 1}} pounds pulled 2} pounds. 
4 ‘ 
” ” 215 ” ” a ” 
” ” Vis ” oH la fr 
” ] 1 lo ” ” 22 ” 
O14 91 
” ” 16 ” ” a ” 
” 2 2% ” ” 1} ” 


At this point the scales became frozen up, water being spattered into them, 
and I think that the last two tests were not correct, owing to this cause. These 
fish are very gamy in this lake, and I do not know but that they are everywhere. 
They are built much like a landlocked salmon, and I think have been so called, 
but they are not like them in colour, nor in any other way except outline. 

The result of this experiment led me to thiak that we were using too fine 
leaders for trout-fishing, and that if we wanted to save our biggest fish we must 
use leaders that would at least stand the strain of as many pounds as the weight 
of the largest fish, and so whenever I started fishing I always selected leaders 
of a size that I thought ought to stand the strain of the largest trout in the 
water. But in order to know more about the matter, especially in regard to 
trout, I endeavoured to make tests, as Mr. Wells did, and even went so far as to 
hold the rod upright with the scales fastened two-tenths of the entire length of 
the rod from the bottom, having the line fastened to the reel so as not to give 
at all, and holding the butt of the rod in the hollow of my hand, which rested 
against my knee. J found that that would not give the right results, for when 
the rod was bent the leverage was not the same, and could not be computed. 

At last I hit upon the following plan : After having cast out as much line as 
I thought was necessary it was taken into the canoe, and a line a little longer 
than the rod was fastened to the line on the rod about Gin. from the top ring. 
This line was in turn fastened to the scales which lay in my lap. At first it 
bothered me a little in casting ; but after a while I could do as well with as 
without it. After a fish was hooked I allowed the line to run from the reel 
until I could lay the rod down and bring the whole pull of the fish on the short 
line, and by keeping a close watch on the scales the number of pounds that 
the fish pulled was noted ; but not{so accurate as could have been done with 
registering scales. As Mr. Wells says, the scales were in constant motion, and 
it was difficult to see the exact figures. By this method we got the strain of 
the first grand rush of the fish, which I think is much his best, unless it be the 
time when he is first brought to the top of the water. As soon as we had got 
the number of pounds pulled noted, and we were satisfied that he had done his 
best, the short line (which was fastened by winding three or four times around 
the long one and then brought up with a half hitch with a bowknot end) was 
passed to my guide, while I took the rod, and as soon as I had gained the control 
of the fish, the guide pulled out the bowknot, his line became loose, and the fish 
was landed in the usual manner. 

While this test left much to be desired, still it gave me figures enough to base 
an opinion upon. I now think there is no doubt that a brook trout will pull 
more than his own weight when he is first hooked ; but how much more depends 
very much upon the nature of the water in which he has lived and the time of 
the year in which he is caught. Pond-trout will not pull so much in proportion 
to their weight as swift-water fish, but will pull more in proportion to their 
length because they are deeper and can pull harder when going sideways. I 
give below the notes I have taken from time to time in different localities :— 


PAUL STREAM, 
A trout weighing }{% pound pulled 1 pound, 
}) ” ts ” ” fs ” 


6 9 
” ” 16 ” ” 16 ” 
” ” 16 ” ” 2: 
» lost Bl 


In dead water of a swift stream : 


a 


Re 
= 


MILLSFIELD PoNnDs. 
A trout weighing {; pound pulled } pound, 
” ” ts ” ” ¢ ” 

4 


16 
” ” 6 ” ” 


? ” te Me ” 1 ” 
With a fish of |} the line unfastened. Very fat fish ; did not fight long. 


” 
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GREENOUGH Ponp. 
A trout weighing } pound pulled |} pound. 


” ” 16 ” ” 4 ” 


” ” ] ié ” ” 1} ” 
Fish not biting well. 
MAGALLAWAY River, 
A trout weighing 1); pounds pulled 2 pounds, 

9 3 

” ” 6 ” ” 

” ?? 3 ” ” 
12 

” ” 16 49 ” 

” 9 3} 2 ” 

These fish were caught early in May, when the water was high at the Grass 
eddy, and the large ones had the current to help them. At Pond de River, 
below Middle Dam, a trout weighing 321b. pulled 43lb., and I think he was in 
comparatively still water. 

T regret that I did not test those which I caught last spring, but I was so 
afraid I would lose them that I did not take any risk. TI asked my guide how 
big a one we would catch, and he said of about 6lb., and so I tested my leaders 
to 9b. I broke two in doing so, but I am now glad of it ; the leader that stood 
the test of 91b. held a 91b. fish that day, but was broken by a fish the next day. 
I learned one thing then, and that was that very much depends on the way the 
fish is hooked. If it can shut its mouth, it will pull harder and fight longer than 
if the hook is in such a position as to hold the mouth open. oO vas 

I hope that Mr. Wells will succeed in his experiments in this direction, as we 
do not want to use any larger leaders than are necessary, but we want to save 
our big fish, if only to prove that “some of the lies we tell are true.” 

Northumberland, N.H. C. UEO; 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field or argument 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, E. Pritt, 


” 
” 


~~ 


” 


Ot wb 


” 





{ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


THE WALWORTH WALTONIANS AND THE ARCHIBALD REED FUND. 

S1r,—I beg to inform you that the subscriptions received by me for the widow 
and children of the late Archibald Reed, the Tiverton water-bailiff, who was 
murdered by poachers, are as per list :— 


£3. d. 

Larkhall Angling Society .......ss.sece0e i iaaues Poors 0 
Battersea Friendly Angling Society ......:......0. 0 5 0 
Good Intent Angling Society ...........s.ccsbseeeoes 010 0 
Collection at the Smoking Concert ...............04 Lip Ds.0 
A gentleman at the bar of St. Paul’s ............... 02 0 
Mays W.. Jai @xispiici.ccnateeseuoaea pase abetee onecabuetavawest « OF 2a 0) 
Brunswick Piscatorials? <a... ;scceovaceneeesentoese 0 2 0 
Waggoners Angling Society ......csecceececseeeseeeens 0 2 6 
MrgA Hi. Bald witt' Meticmeliatersnetesscacseveraneae sees Opilasd 
Marlborough Angling Society .........:ccccsseeeeeees OF & 70 
a» Sa 6 

Less for printing and postage ............. 0 5 6 
Balance ecrccscnstcssiseenesescatuapy aehas aieve asierleis £30 37.0 


We have now closed the list, and I beg to hand you the amount collected, which I 
wish could have been much larger.—I am, &c., W. L, GRIFFIN, sec. 

{We have much pleasure in forwarding the money to the hon, sec. of the Tiverton 
Angling Association for the widow.—BEb. | 





SALMON DISEASE, f 

Si1r,—I see with great pleasure that a discussion has been started in the columns 
of your paper regarding the above subject—of such melancholy interest to all 
anglers. Of course, the primary fact to ascartain is, Does the fish incur the disease 
in the rivers or in the sea? I am inclined to believe that it originates in rivers—z.e., 
in such rivers as are favourable to its production. If the disease originates in the 
sea, why does it not become epidemic in the sea? Surely it would spread best in its 
own element. As faras I can ascertain, diseased fish are never found in the sea nets, 
nor are they found cast upon the beach after a storm. On the other hand, hundreds 
are found on the banks of rivers after “spates.” Again, it has not come under my 
observation that until at least after midsummer fish have been caught in river nets 
with any trace of disease. Up to this time the water is sufficiently plentiful to 
allow the fish free passage up and down the river. After this time, however, the 
fish get into the tideways, where, owing to scarcity of water, they are detained for a 
much longer period than usual, and where they are, as a rule, subjected to a large 
amount of contamination, After this season fish may be caught in the river nets 
at a very little distance from the sea having the disease. Of course, the diseased 
fish, when on their way down the river, may encounter healthy fish coming up, and 
thus sow the trouble broadcast. I would thus place contamination of water as one 
source of disease, and overcrowding as another, I have observed that in many pools 
where the water is low, and when, in consequence, the food is scarce, the small, active 
fish are always the first to lay hold of any food that may be going ; while the larger 
and more sluggish ones are, in consequence, crowded out, and become mangy—or, 
in other words, contract the fish disease. When the over-pressure is relieved, the 
percentage of disease becomes less, or possibly may disappear altogether. I have 
myself observed cases where disease has become entirely extinct when a quantity 
of the fish was abstracted. Ihave never seen small fish having the disease caught 
in tideways, or soon after leaving the sea. When the disease appears, So far as I 
have observed, it is invariably in those larger fish that have been in the river before. 
Might it not be, then, that those large fish have contracted the disease on a previous 
visit to the river? And although their sojourn in the sea may to all appearance have 
removed the disease, still the germs of the disease may be lingering in them ready 
to burst into activity when brought into an element likely to foster them. Pre- 
sumably, therefore, in rivers having a run of large fish in spring, the disease might 
appear very early in the season ; whereas, on the other hand, the small fish of the 
spring months, common to other rivers, would all be quite healthy, as such fish I 
hold have passed their grilse stage in the sea. Holding to my theory, then, that 
sewage pollution is the origin of the disease, I could mention twelve to fifteen rivers 
in succession along a certain line of coast which have neither town nor village at 
their mouths or along their banks, and in which the disease has not yet made its 
appearance, Can anyone name rivers of this kind in which the disease has 
appeared? Is it known in Iceland? What is really wanted is to be able to 
detinitely prove where the disease originates—whether in the sea, or in the ap ad 
That done, the exact elements which cause the disease are to be sought for, and i 
possible removed. This, of course, is a question for experts. I trust that the 
matter may be thoroughly ventilated.—I am, &c., GEORGE THOMSON. 


ANGLING ARTICLES. ete 
Sir,—Perhaps your correspondent, “Val Conson,’ who seems so singularly 
annoyed and remarkably dissatisfied with the GAZETTE, “ will oblige the company 


by writing, say, a page or two, just to show how it should be See a iio, 
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ANGLING WRITERS. j 

Srr,—Surely your correspondent, * Val Conson,” would not exclude such writers as 
Mr. E. M, Tod, * Johnny Chat,” Mr. Pritt, “ Gilnockie,” “Streams o’ the North,’ 
“The Honourable Chaplain,” Mr. Naylor, and last, but not least, the ‘“ Amateur 
Angler”! Ihave perused, with the greatest pleasure, the writings of these gentle- 
men, and if you were to carry on the GAZETTE, or any other angling paper, as 
prescribed by your correspondent—I may be wrong, but [have an idea it would die 
a natural death in abouta year ; it might last two, but 1 doubt it, Take from Walton 
—or the gentlemen mentioned—everything but the dry, hard facts “ Val Conson” 
so carefully enumerates, and what a miserable skeleton would remain ! . 

Be not deceived, Mr. Editor, readers are not to be had ; and to cut it short, I sincerely 
hope and trust you will let well alone and stick to the good “ old tackle.” 

I hope Mr. Pritt will not forget us this Christmas.—I am, Xc., 

A MEMBER OF THE FOURTH ESTATE, 


P.S,—Take, say, the last ten numbers of the “F, G.,” and, for the life of me, I see 
very little of this grubbing, travelling, drinking, “ wetting,” &c., business alluded to 
—i.c,, by angling writers. In fact, the paper is singularly devoid of it, and about as 
clean and respectable as they make them. 





ANOTHER LITTLE VISIT TO THE JACK SALMONS. 

Srr,—I have just returned from another short visit to the Jack Salmons. You 
may remember how he laughed at fishing, as compared to hunting, so you may 
fancy my astonishment at reading the following sentence in a letter from him :— 
“ You will be glad to hear I have bought the big wood, with the lake in it, which 
joins my long copse. You know—the place where I shot you last year. The ground 
is still too hard for hunting, so come and catch some pike. You were quite right— 
fishing is the sport, after all. Never mind rods; I have all the necessary tackle.” 
I thought, “Is Jack joking ? or have the seeds I endeavoured to sow during my last 
visit taken root, and is he becoming a fisherman? ” Anyhow, as hunting was 
stopped, I knew that he could not get me into a saddle again ; so I wired, “‘ Coming 
to-morrow.” 

He met me at the station, cheery as usual, pretending to be delighted at the 
enforced rest his hunters were having, and explained how he was looking forward 
to catching some big ‘un’s; then a quiet dinner, Jack saying, ‘“ We musn’t be late 
to-night—we've an awful hard day before us, But we'll have one pipe, and go to 
bed.” 

He talked “fishing,” but I knew it was only to please me. Suddenly he locked the 
smoking-room door, saying : “I must show you a trinket I’ve bought for the wife— 
a little Christmas present (the little diamond star must have cost at least £250)— 
and I’ye tried to write a poeem—my first attempt—to go on a Christmas card with 
it. If you won't laugh I'll read it to you.” “ Very well, read on,” 


‘Dear wife, pray scorn not to possess 
This Christmas offering (valueless). 
May we be spared for years to say— 
‘J wish you a Happy Christmas Day.’ 
But when we get to the end of our tether, 
Oh! may we leave this world together, 
Together arrive in Paradise, 
With angels showering bags of rice, 
To rejoice for ever and one more day 
In an eternal Christmas Day.” 


“ What do you think of that?” “Well, I think I should give up hunting and 
stick to poetry.” He wrapped his present carefully up, and I heard him mutter : 
“ God bless her! what should I have been without her?” Jack certainly possesses 
a treasure in his wife, and I firmly believe that (barring my own) she is about the 
best in Europe. At 1.30 I proposed bed ; Jack's too tough for me. He was once 
going to hunt, with some friends, in a neighbouring county, and went on.to make 
arrangements, The others arrived in the evening, and found the horses all bedded 
up, and a good dinner ordered. But how about beds—none had been ordered ! 
«“ Beds!” said Jack, in disgust ; ‘‘beds! Why, we are only going to be away two 
nights!” 

Next morning we were off betimes, and had such a drive through a bit of the 
loveliest country in the West of England, The lake we were to fish is an artificial 
piece of water, about 50 acres, The keeper's cottage stands on a slope that extends 
to the water’s edge, and is backed by high fir trees. Upstairs Jack had a comfortably 
furnished room, which opened on to a balcony, and commanded a view of the water. 
We promptly got out the boat, and away to likely spots where we set about a dozen 
trimmers. “But, Jack, I thought we were going to spin for ’em ; how are we going 
to keep warm?” ‘Oh! Ill teach you that part too, presently.” 

Trimmers all set, we rowed back to the cottage, and went up to his room : very 
comfortable—two armchairs, tumblers on the table, and whisky in the cupboard. I 
looked at the only two books in the room-—one was “ Mr. Sponge’s Sporting Tour,” 
the other “ Handley Cross.” ‘Now then,” cries Jack, “will you begin fishing, or 
shall 1?” “What the deuce do you mean?” “Mean! Why there are the spy- 
glasses, so you fish first, and watch those floats, or whatever you call those things, 
and tell me if you see a bite. Meanwhile I'll read you a bit of ‘Soapey Sponge.’ 
ae keep warm Alex, my boy, out pike-fishing; you'll have a job to get cold 
in here.” 

I took the glasses, and soon did see a bite. We ran down and rowed to the spot, 
and killed a pike about 7lb., then back to the cottage and the fire. This went on 
till four o’clock, when we left off, after taking turn and turn about at fishing with 
the spy-glasses. We killed nine fish from 12lb, down to 3lb., and it was new 
experience to me, 

Bidding me farewell at the station, Jack said: “I thought I should teach you 
some day something about fishing. Good-bye! You'll be here at Christmas, to help 
kill the pheasants. I won’t shoot you again if I can help it.”—I am, Xce., 

LAPALBUS, 


_P.S.—The water I mention does contain large fish. Some few years ago a big 
pike was found there choked by a smaller one, 1 forget their separate weights, but 
the two together weighed, I think, over 40lb, 


P.P.S.—I have just read the letter of your correspondent, “Val Conson,” on 
“ Angling Articles.” It prompted me to tear this letter up ; but I thought, ‘‘ Never 
mind ; perhaps he won't see it,” 

[Se non é vero é ben trovato ; but we should like to warn “Lapalbus” that the use 
of trimmers is only legitimate when you want to destroy pike—get rid of them 
out of a water; from an angler’s point of view, trimmering is the worst form of 
poaching, worse than snatching or foul-hooking.—ED., | 





? : TO PREVENT MOTHS AND RUST. 
} Sir,—lt is the larva of the common clothes moth which is destructive to your 
rs Regular Subscriber’s” flies; it feeds upon all woollen fabrics, furs, and many 
feathers, The moth does not eat or drink, and its short, and probably happy, exist- 
ence is apparently spent in selecting a suitable place wherein to deposit about five 
dozen of fog fawn-coloured eggs; said place must be temperate (40° to 60° Fahr.), 
dark, at rest, not moving, and afford sustenance for the larvee when hatched. 
Period of incubation irregular, from 14 days to three months, No direct harm is 
done by the moth ; but when the eggs hatch, and the beautiful translucent grubs 
escape from their shells, they at once begin to burrow and consume their environ- 
ment. At further dates, immaterial here, the larve assume the cocoon stage, and 
thence into the perfect moth. 

No insecticide will destroy the eggs or larve. Chloroform will, is clean, and I 
have never found it touch either the wax or colours. But any insecticide will 


prevent the parent moth from depositing her eggs in its neighbourhood, such as oil 


of cloves, carbolic acid, camphor, thymol, musk, ambergris, and plenty others, I 
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use the two latter, liking their smell. The preventive virtue is in the odour, 
and as all these agents are more or less yolatile, they need renewing from time to 
time. 

The seeds of destruction are already sown for this year, and if suspected, apply 
chloroform, and when the next happy springtime comes round, let there be always 
a strong odour about the flies, Choose a pleasant one. Hooks will not rust if kept 
dry and free from rust, and are dried before putting away. Blued hooks are not so 
easily oxidised as the straw-coloured ones. Carefully scrape away the rust with a 
penknife, and touch the parts with paraffin ; this will prevent further oxidation, 
—I am, Xc., T, P, HAWKSLEY. 


We are much obliged to Mr. Hawksley for this interesting note ; but hope he 


L 


does not suppose we thought the moth itself devoured the feathers, &e,—ED. ] 


BIG FISHING ON THE WHITADDER. 

$1r,—Now that the Lune controversy is ended, your Coldstream correspondent, 
J. W. Nesbitt, thinks it will be good business to have a Whitadder and Tweed argu- 
mentation, Well, I will endeavour to oblige him. 

J. W.N. lays stress on the circumstance that these so-called anglers engaged in 
this rake-all, or grapple-all, or grab-all business “ were licensed to catch the same,” 
To this I reply, “ Perfectly true ; but with the understood condition that the catch- 
ing should be of a fair, honourable character.” 

It is known here that certain parties, having, like vultures, scented the carrion, 
applied to the agent of the proprietor for licenses ; but were refused on the ground 
that the privilege was being greatly abused. A nice business, truly, for individuals 
who have obtained such a concession to bide their time, waiting until the fish-are 
thick in the pools, and then go up and sweep all out, fetching them away in carts ! 
Oh, but “ the bailiffs were present to see that the fish were all legally caught,” says 
he, Well,as a comment on that, the bailiffs have summonses out against some of 
these parties for illegal fishing, and I shall forward you, Mr, Editor, the sequel, 
which will speak for itself, 

In referring to the price—viz., 2d. per pound—obtained for these fish, I had two 
objects in view—i.e., to illustrate the wholesale character of the plundering of the 
Whitadder—in order to produce such a state of affairs, and also as an indication 
that the fish in quality was of a somewhat doubtful character, indicated by its only 
fetching so low a price. 

A lady, whose brother went out on one of these marauding expeditions, com- 
manded him to refrain from “bringing her any of those Whitadder fish,” as she 
would not have them. An angler was boasting of having laid up two kits (butter 
casks), and only wanted a few more fish to make upa third. So that we see opinions 
differ on the subject of the value of the fish forfood, I may say that at the same 
time this poaching of the Whitadder was going on I was offered the spoil at 4d. per 
pound, but this was before the larger hauls, which reduced its commercial value, 

As for the question of the extension of the open time on the Tweed and its tributaries, 
that isan important but separate question well worth discussion inthe “F. G.”; itis one 
closely connected with the cognate question of Saprolegnia feraw, I, however, ob- 
ject to the mixing of these questions with the other ones which stands by itself 
—viz., the stripping of the Whitadder, either with or without a license. 

Strip it they certainly did; for, after their nefarious work was done, for several 
days not a fish was to be got, and some of the perpetrators were, I am glad to say, 
ashamed of their valiant performances on this beautiful and productive little stream. 
Trusting I have said sufficient for the purpose,—I am, &c,, 

Berwick-on-T weed. 





JoserH JOHN HILUts, 





THE RIVER TEES, 

Srr,—I was highly amused on seeing in the FISHING GAZETTE last week that 
the doings of the Tees Salmon Fishery Board at their late meeting occupied ons 
line and a half of the paper. I admit the justice of the sarcasm, whether 
intentional or not, as the whole of the business transacted could be so very 
neatly concentrated without sacrificing truth or misrepresenting anything that 
took place. But was there no other business that might have occupied 
the attention of this Board? I must tell you that the river Tees is cursed 
by a good many things, but I cannot say that it is blessed with a 
good Fishery Board. Their indifference to the many glaring obstacles which 
prevent the proper propagation of fish, and the successful fishing for them is simply | 
appalling. All they seem to do is to impose licenses: and collect the money. A’ to 
providing proper fish passes where needed in different parts of the river, notto mention 
the huge obstruction to the ascent of salmon not far above the mouth of the river, which 
your correspondent, Mr. Snaith, has referred to; as to placing any gratings at the 
mouths of small runners to prevent salmon going into the arms of poachers ; or as 
to attempting to deal with the pollutions from lead mines, factories, mills, gas- 
works, &c., all these matters seem to be treated as mere trifles, and beneath the 
attention of most of these gentlemen. The Tees, Mr. Hditor, is like a sewer five 
days out of seven, polluted with mud from lead mines, &c., and of the colour of pea- 
soup, and yet a charge of a sovereign is made to angle in this stuff, and now a trout 
license of one shilling is added, under the specious plea that the river will be better 
preserved, and, perhaps, trout-breeding resorted to! Don’t the anglers on the Tees 
wish they may live to see these improvements I—I am, &c., 

Barnard Castle, Nov. 24. 


a eee 
WHY ARE THESE THINGS 80? 

Srr,—A very few days after reading Mr, Murdoch's description of ‘A Scene on 
the Aberdeenshire Dee,” which appeared in the GAZETTE of the 15th of October 
last, I was salmon-fishing on exactly such a day as is described by his friend, the 
Gillie, The “ watter” was right enough, but the banks of “ cloods” were setting 
up “aroon,” and I could see my line looking like a cart-rope in the water with 
the fly at the end of it; and, truly, the “licht” was so bad that I cannot re- 
member even seeing a fish rise, let alone taking in such a one, i 

I remarked to my attendant that we might as well almost fish on the gras3 
as in the river on such a day, and, though agreeing with me, he thought we might 
as well have a try. 

The river was large, requiring a boat; and as there was no wind I hung three 
rods over the stern, and sat down to haerling. I was not ten minutes at work 
when I hooked and landed a fish of 13lb. We agreed that fish was a fool; but 
hoping there might be another lunatic about, set to work again, and, to make a 
long story short, in just about as bad a day, according to our ideas, as ever we 
fished, I hooked and landed on the fly seven fish, one of them being of the 
respectable weight of 281b. Nor were the fish very particular as to the fly, four 
taking blue bodies, two tinsel bodies, and one an orange silk body. } 

Now, will you, Mr. Editor, or any of your readers, kindly account for that 
performance? 

Here is another strange incide1t which befel me last September. One day wind, 
water, and clouds were all that could be desired, a glorious “ curl” coming up stream, 
such as one’s soul loveth for casting in ; and cast that stream I did—with a medium 
line, a long line, a short line. I changed the flies, Isunk the flies, I jerked the flies, 
I worked them as usual, but nota fin could I stir. I was fishing from a boat, and I 
laid down my rod, and—spare me, O, Honorary Chaplain !—but I did anathematise 
those fish! At least, I had begun to do so, when away went the reel of the rod asit 
lay, and I killed a 73-pounder. ; Ks Cin ta 

I quickly took the hint that perhaps for, to me, some inexplicable reason, casting 
would not do, but haerling might ; so I out with the other rods, and by this method, 
before time was up, I had killed five other fish. Again may I ask if this can be 
explained, bearing in mind that when haerling my lines did not exceed in length 
what I had used when casting, and the flies were the same? 

I think this incident bears out a remark I once before made (though you did not 
do me the honour of publishing it)—that there is no one best way of angling for 
salmon with the fly.—I am, Xc., PooRBEAH, 


ORANGE AND CLARET. 
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THE STRULE, CO. TYRONE, 


Srr,—The use of waders is not necessary. “J, P.,” judging from his question to 


you, appears to be a beginner in minnow-fishing. If he will bring with him, among 
his other tackle, a half-gross of the smallest blue treble hooks, a hank of trout-gut, 
and a minnow-mesh landing-net, I will undertake to teach him more in one day 
next April than he can learn from books between now and then. 

Of all the works on minnow-fishing mentioned, perhaps Foster's is the most 
practical ; besides, it tells one where to procure the necessary tackle, I trust all 
readers of the article upon the Strule will remember that only the trout-fishing is 
good, for, owing to excessive netting, cross-lines, otters, wooden and flesh, stroke- 
hauling, and unguarded mills and Spawning beds, our salmon are getting scarcer 
every year, 

In thanking you for your remarks upon the Limavady farce, will you allow me to 
remark, as one knowing the country well from a sporting point of view, that, 
although the rule did not hold good in this instance, it is usual to expect a conviction 
for a clear case of poaching in Ireland “if the R.M. is chairman on ‘Ooort’ day.” In 
the absence of this useful and indispensable member of Irish society, the majority 
of Irish benches are composed of faces, figures, and intellects far below those por- 
trayed by Leech in his rural pictures, and they have done, and are doing, a great 
deal towards making the country appear ridiculous in the eyes of the world.—I am, 
&e,, Pour Dixv, Ere, 


_ THE DRESSING OF FLAT-WINGED FLIES. 

Srr,—Permit me to suggest to “Val Conson” in reference to his remarks on flat- 
winged flies, that it appears to me to be a mistake our tying these imitations so as to 
resemble an insect at rest. Take any flat-winged fly—the Willow Fly, for instance 
Sih flight, and it will seem to be a totally different article from the insignificant 
little thing that has alighted on and is running up one’s coat. This difference is 
almost equally marked when it floats,a drowned object, down stream, Then its 
wings, instead of being flat on its back, are spread out and extended at right-angles 
to the body, and an artificial fly with wings dressed flat cannot, in my opinion, be a 
good imitation of its drowned original. A very natural-looking Willow Fly, dressed 
with wingsflat,isdescribed in Ogden’s book on “ Fly-tying,” only unfortunately Ogden 





‘does not seem to have made use of it, and could not speak of its killing powers from 


practical experience, 

Fishermen often make a difficulty about the dressing of these flat-winged flies, and 
yet they seem to me capable of being easily imitated by dressing the insect 
buz—that is, with hackle only, instead of with wings. No better copy of the 
Willow Fly can be obtained than that afforded by the Devonshire hackled Blue 
Upright, dressed either with plain or with white-tipped quill of a peacock’s herl, 
according to the sex of the fly. Ifa rise of Willows be on,” [have usually found 
the Blue Upright kill well. and in the same way hackled flies for the Alder and the 
Cowdung are equally successful. 

_ There is, however, one thing that must be remembered in dressing the Blue Up- 
right—that the colour of the hackle is correct. Only recently I observed, in a 
couple of angling books lately published, one writer gravely telling his readers that 
a Blue Upright was made with a dlack hackle, and the other writer prescribing a 
honey dun hackle. 

The hackle I have always found to be most useful, and which gives exactly the 
hue of the Willow Fly, is one of a dark, steely blue colour with slight rusty mark- 
ings—called by Cutcliffe spangles—towards the tips of the feathers : these hackles 
should be taken from the blue game cock, and are difficult to be obtained, Old 
fishermen living in Devon often preserve a strain of birds of this colour, and I dare- 
say the same thing is done elsewhere. Once I saw the neck of a cock with these 
hackles in a fishing-tackle shop window in the Strand, but they are not often met 
with, and when the chance of getting hold of a bird of this sort presents itself, it 
should be taken advantage of. 

Cutcliffe, who well knew the value of these hackles, seemed principally to rely on 
them, and nothing has been found yet to beat his flies on the small rapid streams of 
North Deyon,—I am, &c., 

Tiverton, R. A, 


THE LUNE—AN EXPLANATION, 

Srr,— Lune” has got a wrong impression from my remarks in my last. 
“Lune’s” letters were all fair and just to me, and I felt him to bea friend ; but 
“Yellow Hackle” insinuated that “Lune’s” letters were either written by me or 
they were “out of the same head.” 

To show that this was entirely untrue,. and only to this end, I felt it best to 
intimate my perfect ignorance of “Lune’s” personality, and also that I had no 
knowledge as to why or when he wrote his letters, Beyond wiping away all 
semblance of collusion between “ Lune” and myself, I had no desire to repudiate 
any knowledge of, or acquaintance with, “ Lune,” whom I beg to assure I shall be 
pleased to know, and to whom I feel obliged for his fairness and courtesy to me in 
all his letters. I am sorry he should haye so misunderstood my disclaimer as to 
have felt it offensive, 

Though the correspondence is closed, perhaps you will kindly insert this note, 
which contains nothing controversial.—I am, &c., SPORTSMAN, 


A NOVEMBER MARTIN. 

Srr,—Apropos of the “November May Fly,” recorded in your last issue, I may 
mention another phenomenon—at least, it struck me as such—which I saw at 
Worthing on the 19th inst.,and that was a November martin. I watched it for 
some time flying to and fro in front of the parade of that town, facing the sea, 
chasing flies, which I could not see, but doubtless it could. What made the wonder 
greater to me was that it was a bitterly cold November day, succeeding a night in 
which there had been 12 degrees of frost ; and, though the sun was certainly shining, 
a very bitter N.E. wind was blowing. I always thought (perhaps in my ignorance) 
that the martins migrated from our shores with the swallows, and that none of 
them remained in our latitudes into the winter. These martins are popularly called 
swallows, though the swallow proper is nearly black or purple, while this one was 
black and white. It was certainly a martin. 

If it were really a phenomenon, will Dr, Hamilton or some other authority tell us 
what it signifies? Was this bird, like the November May Fly, before its time or 
after its time, and does it portend anything as to the coming season ?—I am, Xc., 

Noy, 26, CoTswoup Isys, 











CASTS OF FISH. 

Srr,—Will you kindly let me seek, through your columns, a few definite directions 
to enable one to make a beginning in the matter of taking plaster casts of fish — 
Tam, &e., G. E. 8, 

[We have two articles in type on this subject. The first will appear in our 
Christmas Number,—Eb. | 


SNAP-TACKLE, 

Str,—Mr, John Bickerdyke has sent me one of the pectoral treble hooks, same as 
he described in the “ F, G.” of Nov, 19th, 

The reversed hook is so arranged that it is next to impossible it can come away 
from the bait when making a “cast.” It also “arms” the bait so weil, that 
when a pike seizes it, it is almost certain to be hooked, and with the little alteration 
x intends having made it will prove very killing tackle. I mean to try it.— 

am, Xc.,, 

18, Albion-square, Dalston, London. 


THE TWEED FISH OF THE SRASON. 

Sir,—In your notes of the 26th inst., the statement that Lord Home “had the 
Tweed fish of the season” is scarcely correct, The three largest caught were got 
by Mr. W. Tait, Lees, 40lb, ; Lord Home, Birgham Dub, 441b, ; and Mr. Swan, Til- 
mouth, a salmon of 451b, The last, which was caught a few weeks before the other 
two, is the largest caught on the Tweed this season, so far as can be ascertained—I 
am, &c,, J, W. NESBITT, 


A, G, JARDINE, 
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FISHING AT HORSHAM AND THREE BRIDGES. 

Srr,—Would you kindly inform me, through your valuable paper, if there is any 
open or subscription water at or near Horsham or Three Bridges? I have looked 
through “ Angler’s Diary,” but do not find information required,—I am, &c., 

J.H. 

[We think “J, H.’’ should have no difficulty in getting permission to fish the Mole 
near Three Bridges, and the Arun at Horsham. Write to the landlord of the King’s 
Head at Horsham.—Ep. | 





THE LEA AT WARE. 

Srr,—As anglers visiting this neighbourhood have not been so successful this 
year as formerly, an opinion seems to have been formed that the fish were de- 
teriorating. However, there is no doubt that there are still good fish in this part of 
the Lea. Yesterday, about noon, Mr, Teale took a pike measuring 38in. by l6in, 
girth, and scaling just 12lb., near the Ware Park Mill—as pretty a fish as I ever 
saw.—I am, &e., JOE RIDDLE, 

Old Mill Stream, near the Lock, Ware, Herts, Nov. 29. 


PARTICULARS OF A GOOD INN NEAR REALLY GOOD PIKE-FISHING 
WANTED. 

Srr,—Will some of your readers have the kindness to tell me where I can get 
some really good pike-fishing (I don't mind paying for it) near a good inn?—I am, 
&e., SALMO SALAR. 

Te 

HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Coughs, Influenza.—The soothing properties of thes 
medicaments render them well worthy of trial in all diseases of the respiratory organs. In common 
colds and influenza the Pills, taken internally, and the Ointment rubbed over the chest and throu, 
are exceedingly efficacious. When influenza is epidemic, this treatment is the easiest, safest, and 
surest. Holloway’s Pills purify the blood, remove all obstacles to its free circulation through tha 
lungs, relieve the engorged air tubes, and render respiration free, without reducing the strength, 
irritating the nerves, or depressing the spirits ; such are the ready means of escaping from suffering 
when afilicted with colds, coughs, bronchitis, and other chest complaints, by which the health of so 
many is seriously and permanently injured in most countries, 


HUMPHRIES’ 


GHTNING SPINNER. 




























































































































































































This New Spinner has been most successfully tried this season. It does not kink the line. A 
deadly bait for Sulmon, Trout, Pike, Perch, Chub, Bass, Mackerel, &c. (Registered Nos, 82932 & 82933). 


Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTR, writes :—* Your Double Action Lightning 
Bait ought to have a big run, as there is no doubt it will. I can safely recommend it to all who use 
Spinning baits ; the double action being very attractive.’’ 

2/6, 3/6. 


Prices : 1/6, 2/-, 
Invented and Manufaciured by 


Money returned if Bait is not approved of. 
ROBT. HUMPHRIES, 52, SEYMOUR PLAGE, BRYANSTON SQUARE, LONDON, W. 


OLD BAITS REPLATED AS NEW. AGENTS WANTED. 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE . 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d, 


E.G, 


























6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 
One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 
YEARI Smilies, WHISKY 

ecommended. e 
E A R I N S Finest Old Scotch Malt.........ss 428, per doz 
Extra Old Reserve.......ceseeseseesvers 463, e 
Of all the favourite varieties of OLD VINTAGE PORTS 
' 
ee AMES EEN Croft’s 1870 .......sesesesseeeee 688: per doz, 
Croft’s or Sandeman’s 1867 74s. a 
FOR SALE FIRM Sandeman’s or Martinez’s 
! TLS Scan ae F 778. 
FOR PRICE LIST APPLY TO Martinez’s 1861 ee 
Croft’s 1863 ......... -- 968. ” 
THOS. ANDREWS, WESTGATE Packages included. Oash Terms. Oarriage 
paid to any station in England. Full Price Lists 
on application. 
BURGHLEY PARK WATH-ON-DEARNE, YORKS. Established A.D. 1799 
J 
FISHERY. DR. BROWN’S GOUGH CURE, 
OR BALSAM OF LINSEED & HONEY, 
Cures Coughs, Bronchitis, Asthma, and all Com- 
EYED TROUT OVA, 15s, per 1,000 | plaints of the hin and ae gees pris 
Colds. ONE D ives instant relief. B 
FRY from &1 per. 1,000, BOTTLE effects a Soatds cure. Absolutely the 
Year-Old FISH at reduced rates, 2s. 9d. each. Sold by all Chemists and Patent 
Medicine Vendors. Wholesale Agents :—London, 
A few Year-Old BLACK BASS for SALE, | Butler and Crisp ; May, Roberts, and Go. - York : 
Raines and Co. Leeds: Goodall, Backhouse, and 
Co, ; or, if any difficulty in procuring it, will be 


b] 
OVA, FRY, |JOHNSON'S 
ND 
CRUSTS, Croft’s 1865 ...... 
8 
HOUSE, GUILDFORD. 
8. JOHNSON & SONS, 
best Cough Cure extant. In Bottles, 1s. 14d. and 
W. Wk SILK Stamford sont post free by the Manufacturer, W. B, Mason, 
Gt ) ° eds, 
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: Harper’s Magazine is a marvellous shillingsworth.”—/lustrated London News. 


NOW READY, C 


OMPLETE IN ITSELF, 
THE 


CHRISTMAS 


NUMBER 


HARPER’S MAGAZINE, 1887. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING (post free on receipt of 15 Stamps). 
ONE, ,BHIGILNG Gk Pegi cee hens eo eee 
CONTENTS. 


“HIS SERMON NEVER SAID OR SHOW’D THAT EARTH IS 
FOUL, THAT HEAVEN IS GRACIOUS.” Illustration for “ The Vicar.” 
Drawn by Edwin A. Abbey. (Frontispiece. ) 


OLD GARDEN FLOWERS. F. W. BURBIDGE, F.L.S. 11 Illus- 
trations, Drawn by Alfred Parsons, Engraved by McCann, Aikman, 
Anderson, Heard, Stewart, and Varley. 

THE VICAR. A POEM. WurntHRoP MACKWORTH PRAED. 


With Ten Illustrations. Drawn by Edwin A, Abbey. 


ANOTHER WAY. A POEM. ANDREW LANG. 


“INJA.” A STORY. AMELIE Rives. 4 Illustrations. Drawn 
by Frederic Dielman. Engraved by Davis, Lindsay, French, and Bernstrom. 

PAULINE PAVLOVNA. A DRAMATIC POEM, T#OMAS 
BAItey ALDRICH. 2 Illustrations, Drawn by C, 8, Reinhart, Engraved 
by Wellington and King. 

HIS “DAY IN COURT.” CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK. 5 Illus- 


trations. Drawn by A. B, Frost. Engraved by Tinkey and Wolf. 
THE CONVICT’S CHRISTMAS EVE. A POEM. WILL CARLETON. 


Illustration, “ An open Church some Look of Welcome wore.” Drawn by 
Gilbert Gaul. Engraved by Wolf. 


FIVE O’CLOCK TEA. A FARCE. WinLiaM DEAN HOWELLS. 
2 Illustrations. Drawn by C.S, Reinhart. 


A STORY. CAPTAIN CHARLES 
Drawn by R. F. Zogbaum, Engraved by 


CAPTAIN SANTA CLAUS. 
KrnG, U.S.A. 3 Illustrations. 
Stewart, 


ANTHONY OF PADUA. A POEM. HARRIET LEWIS BRADLEY. 
Illustration, “Saint Anthony of Padua,” From the Painting by Murillo. 
Engraved by Closson. 


ANNIE LAURIE. A STORY. EulzABETH STUART PHELPS. 
4 Illustrations. Drawn by 0.8. Reinhart. Engraved by Aikman, French 
Faber, and Anderson. 


CRADDOCK’S HELDEST. 
BaywLor. 4 Illustrations, 
by Tinkey. 


FROM HEINRICH HEINE. A POEM. WittamM BLACK. 


EDITOR’S EASY CHAIR. GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS. 
The “ Easy Chair” in a new Dress.—A Rosary of Memory told before the 
Christmas Fire.—‘ Merry Christmas to all! ” 


EDITOR’S STUDY. WittramM DEAN HOWELLS. 


A final Criterion on the “ Unity of Taste.”—The Ugly and the Beautifal.— 
“Some Things of Beauty are Sometimes Joys for ever.” —Shall we be true to 
Art, or True to Life? Burke says Life.—* The Standard of the Arts in every 
Man's Power.”—The Ideal Grasshopper ; the Friends of this Type. 


EDITOR’S DRAWER. Conducted by CHARLES DODLEY WARNSR, 
A Christmas for the Rich as well as for the Poor.—" A Petition to the Queen 


A STORY. FRANCES COURTEVAY 
Drawn by Frederick Barnard, Engraved 


of England” (MARK TwAtn).—Shot through the Head”’: after the Fashion 


EORGE F. 
. of a French Vaudeville, With Six Illustrations, (EDwARD Evererr HAtn.) 


PRECIOUS STONES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Kunz. With a Coloured Plate and Sixteen Engravings. 


minim er eT et al Delia eea a eck E 2 Sees See 
Loxypon: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, Anp RIVINGTON, 
Sr. Dunsran’s Hous, Ferrer Lane, Finer Street, E.C. 


FISHINGS TO L&T. 














TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING. - 
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MANUFACTURED BY 


KAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 
8, SHOREDITCH, E. 


Slightly Soiled Coats can frequently be had at low prices, 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUB 
UP WHILE CaSTING. Paha Z 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provi Bee St i 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to austin gals Homantinre ied Yar fa 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 





MATLOGK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This firs:-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona. I.0.M.) 


SNUG WINTER QUARTERS, 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, 


Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, N.B, 
(Close to the beautiful and winding “ Esk.’) 


Situated in the midst of the finest scenery in all 
the “ Borderland,” no Hotel in the South of Scot- 
Jand affords a more cosy winter retreat, The 
district is teeming with historical interest. Several 
old Uastles and Border Keeps in the vicinity. 
Twelve miles from Carlisle and six from Langholm. 
Splendid huntiag neighbourhood ; two packs of 
hounds within easy reach. Air pure and pracing. 
Good accommodation in Hotel, private sitting- 
rooms, &c, and charges moderate. Large Farm 
attached. Posting. Three railway stations close 
at hand, and Post-office 100 yards off. 
ALEXAND. ELDER, Proprietor. 


EXCELLENT ,TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING. 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 
N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable, The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. 














(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line Nosth). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 

The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
of the stream, which is Well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the ~ 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will tiniin the “ bosky dells ” of Cequet- 
side an ample field fer research. The scenery is 
very fine, the aic pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
particulars, address THE MANAGERESS, Hardy's 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberiand 





ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 

yy WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
Base their wants known through the medium 
of the 

Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
aeighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


GAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp, 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 





: 
= 
$ 
« 
t 
ti 








5 
a 


q 
| 
j 


— py in 


2am peer ites SM MA bye Stmek & ba be -altape® 











Die. 10, 188%. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel, 
HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND GUTCHINSON, 





Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 

Wone Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, 

oa Label. or Hutchinson & Son., 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE 


} Kendal. 
TACKLE DEALERS. 


“TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 


VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 





ESTABLISHED 1745. 
GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 
orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 
FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and all 


other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 


Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 2s. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23. 6d. 
per dozen. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Hyed 
Hooks. EVERY HOOK IS THSTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent for 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 
Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampshire 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Eaton and Deller’s Rods, 
Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.’s 
Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland’s Cobweb Gut 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr. Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them.’ G. H., having gersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- 
Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his > 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities, 
PIKE and GFNERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 

a 


George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. 








NOTICE. 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
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SALMON AND TROUT-ANGLING—LI. 


By W. MURDOCH. 
ee (Continued from page 320.) 
HIGHLAND RIVERS—SALMON ANGLING, 
NET FISHING TOO SEVERE. 
THE INVER (SUTHERLANDSHIRE). 


THE spawning ground in the Inver is of an excellent character, and 
in the upper beat very extensive in proportion to the limits of that 
stretch. During the season there has not hitherto been any scarcity 
of fish on the redds; the pairing begins late in October, and the 
spawning is about all over by the beginning of December. Of the 
ova deposited, no doubt a very good proportion hatches out ; tearing 
floods that would carry away or damage any are rare, and for the 
river to “fallin” to such an extent as to leave even the outmost 
redds uncovered is quite unusual. Generally, indeed, the whole 
attendant circumstances are highly favourable to both the depositing 
and the incubation of the ova. Scarcely a baggot is to be seen in spring. The 
kelts make for the sea during March, April, and the early part of May, as also 
do almost the whole of the smolts. Fresh rain, copious enough to swell and 
sweeten the “ watter” a bit, hurries both down. 
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_ In anew directing attention to the great falling off in the yield of sport, it 
is necessary, in order clearly to state the cause and suggest a remedy, to speak at 
some length. First, then, be it said, that the netting, which is now terribly severe, 
is fast ruining the rod-fishing. Within a dozen years the stations have been more 
tian doubled ; this, at least, they have been in working efficiency if not actually 
innumber. The rent, too, has risen by leaps and bounds—to something like 
seven times the figure it was twenty years ago. In 1856-57 the sum paid for 
the whole of the netting between Cape Wrath and Coigach (i.¢., the entire west 
coast of Sutherland which comprehends the district of the rivers Shinary, 
Inchard, Laxford, Duartmore, Inver with Loanan and Traligill, Culag, and 
Kirkaig) only amounted to £135. In 1876-77 it had risen to £770, and in 
1882-83 to £1,120. By far the most productive years between 1872 and 1884 
were 1876 and 1883, the former yielding 1,956 salmon, 24,970lb. ; 14,565 grilse, 
84,1461b. ; and 269 sea-trout, 618lb. ; the latter 1,897 salmon, 21,267lb. ; 14,595 
grilse, 88,5241b. ; and 423 sea-trout, 1,0211b. Since 1883 there have been signs 
of a falling off, the average yield having dropped below that of the imme- 
diately preceding four years. As yet, however, the decline has not become 
so marked as to cause those directly responsible any uneasiness, or enable 
them to realise the unwisdom of their policy. That it will by-and-by is 
quite clear. Already there are far too many proofs in Scotland of the 
disastrous effects of excessive netting. Treat the rivers—the nurseries of 
fish—unfairly, and the evidence of such a policy, whether it becomes gradually 
or speedily apparent, in the first instance is, impaired angling ; in the second, 
a less number of spawning fish ; in the third, diminished netting results ; and in 
the fourth and last, greatly or almost wholly exhausted waters—the inevitable 
and sad result. Especially with regard to small rivers, many proprietors are 
prone to adopt a short-sighted policy. Such rivers, they say, are short ; they 
can only accommodate a rod or two ; the rent at the most is a mere trifle ; the 
netting is the concern to pay—let us knock as much out of it as possible ; there 
is nothing to fear, the rivers can take care of themselyes—they are always well 
plenished with fish in the breeding season (?) ; the sea supply can never become 
limited (?) ; and as for the angling, why in these times, when the demand is so 
great, we can always let it for something. Such is their policy, and sweetly will 
they pay for it by-and-by. They are simply robbing the future to enrich them- 
selves now. Anglers warn them, but they heed not—the netsmen’s counsel is 
accepted. 
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If treated unfairly, the short-seasoned rivers are the most easily ruined of 
any. The Inver is purely one of this order. It has no run of fish in spring, no 
distinct run in autumn ; its only real run is a summer one. The netting begins 
in February, while as yet there are no clean fish in the river, and from the very 
beginning it is vigorously prosecuted at all the stations. The earliest fish of the 
season are nearly all captured, and indeed it could scarcely be otherwise, at any 
rate until the middle of April. Nets are set up in the vicinity of almost every 
headland, in the sea lochs and in the bays, where, according to the direction of 
the wind, the fish congregate to avoid heavy seas, and in many advantageous 
positions along the courses they are well known to take when making for the 
river's mouth. The early salmon are not very plentiful even in the sea, and 
only asmall proportion of them, it is safe to say, find their way past the whole 
array of nets. Such as succeed in this would undoubtedly enter the river were 
its temperature to their taste ; but as early in the season the water is almost 
constantly icy-cold, the probability is that,except when conditions are unusually 
and exceptionally favourable, they almost to a single fish, without even attempt- 
ing to ascend, turn right away, and roaming about, get caught soon after in the 
nets fishing within the limits of the estuary. Itis very different in summer, as 
all the fish that then dodge the nets can ascend at once. 

Clearly the netting system on its present lines is one huge blunder. So far 
as can be seen, there is not,on the part of those responsible for it, the least desire 
to be generous to the river. The capture annually of the greater bulk of the 
spring salmon is bound in time to materially lessen, if not altogether cut off, the 
supply of these fish, and to make the river still later, and even shorter seasoned 
than it is. A system of this kind, so manifestly calculated to reduce instead of 
increase the number of the most valuable fish of all, is directly opposed to the 
best interests of all concerned. Economically it is wrong ; the source of revenue 
is injured. Now itis no mere assertion to say that were the netting not to be 
commenced until the beginning of May at the soonest, the “‘springers” would 
greatly increase in number in the course of a few years. Under an arrange- 
ment of this kind, such fish as inclined would always have free access to the 
river’s mouth, and if on reaching it the first time a too low temperature should 
prevent them ascending, they could, without being in danger of capture, move 
about in the vicinity, or back and fore along the coast, until the advent of 
favourable conditions enabled them to ascend. Thus very differently from now 
there would—in true harmony with natural conditions—be the maximum 
number of early-run fish to give unimpaired early angling, and plenty of the 
same fish in the river during the spawning season; a sufficient number, at least, 
to renew the stock to the full, and henceforward make the netting season, 
although of briefer duration, infinitely better from its very commencement. 

In turning from the subject of spring netting to that of summer angling, it 
may be best first of all to again mention, and thereby bring into more prominence, 
the fact that the sport has become greatly impaired. From twelve to twenty 
years ago the number of fish caught annually by the rod was three times as 
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PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—What is more comforting in cold and damp weather than “* Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy ?” What is more beneficial to the weak and aged than this wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men? What do sportsmen and travellers flad more sustaining than a 
flask of this unrivalled liqueur and for whom astronger quality (““Sportsman’s’’) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations. Observe our branded corks and capsules. Sold by Wine Merchants, and by Thomas 
Grant and Sons, Maidstone, and 46, Gresham-street, H.C, Makers of the delicious Morella Marmalade, 
Sold by Grocers, 
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PIKEING PRECEPTS. 


WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 
By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 338.) 


THE best way to fish “The Fleet,” or “ Old River,” is to engage a 
punt at Windsor or Datchet and drop down, to the weir, which it is 
necessary to “shoot”—a matter of little difficulty and no danger 
when out with a careful puntsman, as the fallis not very great. The 
current at this part of the river is so strong that it is of little use 
trying to push up stream against it, and, as it is a continuance of 
deeps, shallows, and eddies—seldom disturbed, being quite out of 
the way of river traffic and but little fished—it is one of the choicest 
lengths of water within easy distance of the Metropolis. 

George Lumsden and George Keen, jun., of Datchet, are both reliable men, 
who know this water intimately ; fine trout inhabit it, and are frequently caught 
in the proper season ; barbel are large and numerous ; chub and perch abound ; 
while the winter-fishing is of a character that will satisfy any angler who knows 
how to patiently and carefully “paternoster ” all those rushy “lay-byes ” and 
reedy corners, into which splendid pike retreat, ever ready to dart out upon a 
lively bait, judiciously and temptingly offered to their notice. 

There isa legend pertaining to this part of the ‘old Thames.” Abouta 
quarter of a mile below the Weir is a deep hole, noted for large catches of barbel 
and chub ; it is called ‘‘ Colnbrook Churchyard,” and the tale goes that Claude- 
du-Val and other highwayme, nwho early in the seventeenth century infested the 
roads about Hounslow Heath, Colnbrook, and Old Windsor, used to place the 
bodies of travellers they had plundered and killed into sacks weighted with 
stones, and throw them into the river at this spot. It is a fact that a skeleton 
embedded in the mud was discovered here by some men dredging ballast. Where 
the “ Lock-cut” rejoins the river is an eddy, which should not be passed un- 
tried, for in such places perch have now begun to congregate. Jack-fishing is 
fairly good along this | reach,” especially at the top-end of the next island, 
where, on the “‘ Bucks” side, a very tempting “‘ lay-by”” extends some way into 
the land, and which generally harbours some good-sized fish ; and at the tail of 
the island is another nice eddy, where the divided waters reunite. 

On the opposite shore is a typical riverside inn—very quiet, and prettily 
situated in a very pleasant neighbourhood. It is called the Bells of Ouseley, 
and is much frequented in the summer and autumn months by Thames tourists 
and anglers, for angling is good hereabouts, and the scenery simply charming. 
Visitors should ascend Cooper’s Hill, an easy walk of a mile from the Inn. It 
is beautifully laid out in villas, lawns, and gardens, and the view ‘ up-stream ” 
from the crest of the hill is exquisitely sylvan, and quite characteristic of the 
valley scenery of the Thames— 


“The eye, descending from the hill, surveys 
Where Thames among the wanton valleys strays ;” 


while in the extreme distance the regal towers of Windsor Castle stand up in all 
their pride, and make a splendid background to the lovely landscape. 

At the base of the hill, ‘‘ Runny-mede” extends for some distance along 
the river’s bank towards Egham, as fair and level a ‘‘mede” or 
meadow, as when the Barons assembled there, preparatory to demanding the 
signature by King John of “Magna Charta,” nearly seven hundred years ago. 
A quarter mile further on “ Magna Charta Island” is reached ; it is situated 
midway in the river, between Runny-mede and Ankerwyke, and it was on this 
island King John, in the presence of his Barons, June 15th, 1215, signed “ The 
Great Charter,” which secured the liberties and birthrights of Englishmen. At 
Ankerwyke, tradition states that Edward the Confessor held his “ witan” or 
council when residing in his palace at Old Windsor. No trace of that building 
now remains. Inthe reignof Henry II., a nunnery was founded at Ankerwyke 
by Sir Gilbert de Montfichet, and under the shade of some yew trees, still in 
existence there—one of which has a girth of 28ft.—King Henry VIII. is 
said to have courted the unfortunate Anne Boleyne, also to have waited there 
the signal of her execution. Near the ‘“‘ Bells of Ouseley” is the demarcation 
of the counties of Berkshire and Surrey, and a mile below Ankerwyke, near 


where the river Colne drops into the Thames at ‘‘ Bell Weir,” is the division of . 


Buckinghamshire and Middlesex. 

The barbel-fishing is good at this weir, and large trout are frequently 
caught in the length of water between there and Staines Bridge ; 
perch and chub also are fairly plentiful. Tench should be abundant, 
for a few years since a quantity of very fine ones, from 4lb. to 
6lb. each, were placed in the deep water about there, and no doubt they 
have bred and multiplied ; but one seldom hears of any being caught, tench- 
fishing being a branch of the “ gentle art” that Thames anglers seldom “ go in 
for.” At the ferry close to Bell Weir is a comfortable inn—viz., the Anglers’ 
Rest ; and at Staines, the Swan Hotel, .close to the bridge, and the Pack 
Horse, are capital places to stay at when fishing in the neighbourhood, 

A short distance from the Colne, down-stream, are two or three islands, about 
which good chub-fishing is generally to be had ; and close to the lower and larger 
island, on the Middlesex side of the river, just above the town of Staines, is 
‘London Stone,” marking the boundary of the City’s jurisdiction up the river, 
but which extends down the “ Lower Thames” to “ Yantlet Creek,” at the mouth 
of the Medway. 

At “London Stone” ends the water of the “Windsor and Hton Angling 
Society,” and the “Thames Angling Preservation Society” commence their care of 
the river fisheries. The “T.A.P.S.” was established in 1838, and for some years 
past has (under the presidency of Mr. Thos. Spreckley) achieved great success 
in improving the sizes, and in largely increasing the quantity of fish—particularly 
trout—in that part of the river between “London Stone” and the tidal water. 
As an instance of the size to which Thames fario attain, one was caught in the 
spring of this year at Mortlake weighing 17lb. by some fishermen in their 
flounder-nets. ‘This grand trout was conveyed alive to Kingston, where it was 
replaced in the river—I trust to become the bond-side capture in a sportsmanlike 
manner—/.¢., ‘‘ spinning,” and not “ live-baiting,” by one of my angling chums ; 
and when immortalisediby Sanders, the taxidermist, to prove, as it should do, “a 
thing of joy and beauty” to the fortunate possessor. 

Before specifying some of the choice pike and perch haunts in the lower 
Thames, the Wraysbury fishery on the Colne is worthy of some notice. Wrays- 
bury Station is the next to Staines, on the Windsor branch, 8.W. Rail. Some 
portion of the river, above where the railway crosses, has, I believe, been 
recently secured by “'The Piscatorial Society” ; but.a mile of water, below the 
railway bridge at Longford, did contain, and should now, some fair-sized jack. 
The stretch of stream is easily negotiated from either bank ; but as it is swampy 
in the winter months, an angler should be protected by waterproof knee- boots, 
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and whether he elects to “paternoster,” “spin,” or “live-bait snap,” all of it is 
very pretty fishing. 

A few years since, with my son to carry the landing-net, in little over an 
hour, when “spinning” this water, I caught six nice jack, very equable in size, 
and averaging 5lb. each. This part of the stream is also noted for its fine 
roach, chub, and barbel. A nice sample of the latter fish was caught last week 
by a member of “ The Piscatorial Society,” legering with light tackle ; the heaviest 
barbel, a seven-pounder, happened to be foul-hooked in the tail, and gave the 
angler immense sport before he landed it. 

Tam not sure that Josiah Heath, late proprietor of the fishery, is still alive. 
The last I heard was of his failing health, induced by rheumatism, for which 
complaint that marshy locality is famous. 

Mr. Doewra, a“ Piscatorial,” and an old friend of mine, caught heavy bags of 
large roach here ; also many nice-sized jack. He was an ardent angler, and a 
pleasant, amiable companion, and his numerous friends keenly regretted the 
sad occurrence of his untimely death by drowning while fishing off Hastings in 
1880. 

Some little distance from Wraysbury Station is the Green Man Inn, and at 
the lower end of the fishery a capital glass of ale can be had at The Feathers 
public-house. 

(To be continued.) 





PERCH-FISHING. 
By JOHN FORTESCUE. 


It will be admitted by all perch-fishers that to define definitely the 
best method of perch-fishing would be impossible; but to give an 
opinion as to what an individual angler considers the best method 
to catch Perca fluviatilis is quite a different matter, and when we 
come to think that perch may be caught with a common hedge- 
stick serving for a rod, a bit of string for a line, and even a pin for 
a hook, with a worm attached, exposing perhaps both the point and 
barb, it makes an inquiring mind say that, taking it for granted the 
above is practical and true, surely fishing with tackle properly 
prepared, fine and strong, and a rod of duly-seasoned wood and proportions, 
will be more destructive to the perch family than the. hedge-stick, string, and 
pin. Whether perch like me or not, I do not care—this is not the question. 
I like to catch them by all means legitimate, and although I am not lazy enough 
to sit ona perch on purpose to catch others, nevertheless, as Byron sung Ol 
have a passion for the name of Mary,” so I can truly say I have a passion for 
the name of perch. Iam by no means aking-fisher for many reasons, and per- 
chance many others would prick the perch, if only they had the time and 
opportunity, which, of course, is a great thing; but the mere desire 
to fish is nothing, unless coupled with a natural love and innate 
longing for the sport. Now, I will not dictate, but merely give my little 
opinion, derived froma limited experience, as to what I consider the best method 
of perch-fishing. And, first of all, a few words on bottom-fishing. This is a 
method I am very fond of adopting, and I always use a cork float with a porcu- 
pine quill through it, heavy enough to stand the weight of a large lobworm/and 
from three to four shots, as this weight will do to fish either in still water or 
where the stream flows moderately swift. For my bottom tackle I use about a 
yard of good, fine, strong gut, and one Pennell hook, varying in size from No, 10 
to No. 12. This I fasten to my reel-line, and I always use running tackle, for 
you know not what you may catch with a good worm for bait. My reel-line is 
always of a medium thickness and strong, and of a sort that will not kink, In 
float-fishing for perch, [should wade if the bottom of the water is shallow and 
gravelly, and the deep water could not be reached without ; and I am of opinion 
that, as a general rule, it is always desirable to fish about 2in. from the bottom, 
and sometimes on the bottom ; and in fishing a river with deep water at the sides, I 
have found the best perch are taken close to the bank, especially if any weeds 
are near. Ihave never had much sport in the middle of a river unless rushes 
were near. Do not use above one hook on the bottom line when float-fishing, for 
I am convinced that if you use two or three, nine times out of ten the fish is taken 
on the bottom hook; besides, there is more sport in catching a perch with one hook 
than in enticing him with a miniature drag-hook baited with worms. Another 
favourite way in which I take perch is by using a gut paternoster, and 
this method I consider the best ; but a paternoster cannot always be used. A 
paternoster isa fishing utensil which is well known, and therefore need not be 
here described in full. For my paternoster I like to have about 4ft. of gut and 
only two hooks, the lowest about half a foot above the lead. I then attach my pater 
to my reel-line, puton two lively worms, and am ready for the fight—rovingabout 
from eddy to eddy, hole to hole, and sinking, and drawing, something after the 
manner of dead gorging. I have nowshortly described the two methods I usually 
adopt to catch perch,jhaving a preference for the paternoster, when it can be used. 
My former method of float-fishing will be found the most convenient for fishing 
in weedy water and ponds, and the latter is the best for deep water and rivers. 
No method is successful if there are no fish, and it is equally true that some- 
times when the water contains plenty of fish none can be caught, do what you 
will. In such case, I have known persons disgrace themselves when the perch 
could be seen in the water by throwing a leaded bare hook over them, and then 
striking, Such abuse of the art does not often occur, and a steam digger might 
as well be used to shovel all the fish out on terra firma. Another method of 
perching is by ledger-fishing, a method barbel-fishers know well ; but I much 
prefer the paternoster, especially in rapid water. 

It must not be forgotten that most jolly anglers like their own method the 
best, and have some little pet scheme of their own ; but, taking the matter ina 
general view, the two methods I adopt myself are sufficient in themselves to fish 
any water—weedy, deep, shallow, still, or rapid—and what other method does the 
lover of perch-fishing require? I must admit, though, that a small spoon is not 


a bad thing to use sometimes. I will refer presently to some perch I have taken, - 


and the best baits to be used ; but, first of all, we-will talk over the matter of 
the rod. This is not of so much importance as in other branches of fishing ; 
the principal thing is to have the rod stiff enough, and I prefer a two or three- 
jointed rod, not too long and not too heavy, being only 5ft. din. 
myself, The fewer joints you have in a rod the better. I like a rod 
to perch with that will do for live-bait fishing, for should you catch a gudgeon, 
roach, or dace when perching, you can then fish for pike if you wish to change 
the sport. I always have upright rings on my rod ; the ones which lay down 
are a perfect pest. The length of the rod ought to be proportioned not only to 
the user, but also to the place you are going to fish—whether it be in a pond, or 
river, or reservoir, or stream, or in a boat, or standing in the water, or from the 
bank, &c., and experience alone will inform you the best length of rod to use. 
Besides, a tall man and a small man fishing the same water would, I should 
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imagine, fish with greater ease with rods of different lengths. A little man witha: 


leviathan pole would look ridiculous, besides his finding it too clumsy to use, 
especially on a windy day ; whereas the tall man could use with ease a much longer 
rod than the little man, it being in better relation to his height both for looks 
and use. One thing I should say : never fishfor perch with a fly-rod. I well 
remember using one, and although the perch bit as fast as I put in, the whip of 
the rod mastered me. As it sometimes happens the perch-fisher does not know 
the water he is going to fish, it is well to take two rods of different lengths on such 
occasions. A three-joint Nottingham rod is not a bad perch-rod, being strong 
and evenly balanced, and with it an ordinary experienced perch-fisher could 
kill any size river perch that swims. I prefer the Thames style of casting to 
any other. 
_ As regards baits for perch-fishing, I have a decided and conservative opinion 
in favour of the lobworm as against any other bait, saye the minnow, and even the 
lively minnow likes a lob, for on the 22nd day of September last I fairly hooked 
two minnows when perching, and using lobworms for bait. May it not be said 
every angler has his favourite bait, as well as his favourite rod, or hole, or eddy, 
in some oft-visited haunt where din of towns is never heard, and everything is 
peace? But why do I prefer a lobworm to any other bait ? The reason is plain. 
I have always had more sport when using it than with any other kind of bait. 
Last June I was fishing from the bank in a private pond, covered with weeds, 
and put in my baited hook in a small open space between the weeds, about the 
size cf a dinner-plate, and I landed seventeen perch therefrom, and caught 
seven of them with the same lobworm ; added to this, I once fairly killed, in 
about a quarter of an hour, three tench, weighing respectively 531b., 5lb., and 
23lb., baiting with lobworms ; another time I captured forty-seven tench using 
lobs. Ihave also a dace of $b., and a roach of 1%lb., both taken with a lob- 
worm, 
. One great secret in perch-fishing is to fish the right depth, and in paternoster- 
ing you do this by moving the worms up and down, sometimes touching the 
bottom. I don’t believe in ground-baiting; the fisher should find his 
fish, not the fish find him. Another thing to be observed, and 
which can only be attained after careful observation and _ practice, 
is _to know where to fish. Now, I will lay down a general rule, 
and say, fish all the water you can, giving preference to deep holes and 
eddies. By theibye, lobs are often very fatal balls at cricket, and many a good 
and true batsman has been bowled by what is known as a lob; so that the lob 
is destructive not only in the art of angling, but also in the noble and best of 
outdoor games—cricket. Whenever I see some perchy-looking water, my eye 
begins to twinkle, and I have a longing come over me to be out with my 
weapon and on the war-path. Iwould also say to all perchers, never go out 
without a little eye-water to quench the thirst, and some food to fill up the 
vacuum, which nature abhors. One great thing I am alwayscareful to mind 
when angling is to put the bait very gently into the water. I have 
noticed, much to my annoyance, many amateurs, supposed to be 
angling for perch, pull the line in and out of the water at a 
great rate, and throw it in again as if they were casting a stone 
at a rat, thus disturbing the water and frightening away the fish. 
The weather, I think, has not so much to do with the success of the perch- 
fisher as some people imagine, although I certainly like the water to be not too 
clear, a little ripple, and the day not too bright, but fine, a south-west wind, 
and the weather not too hot or too cold. The only weather when one is certain 
not to do much destruction is when the wind blows a heavy north-easter and 
the water is in waves, though it is on record of many good pike being caught in 
a gale and snow. In the hotest days, in sultry weather, in cloudy weather, in 
frosty weather, in rainy weather, in mixtures of several sorts of weather, I 
have taken perch ; and I took, with many others, on one of the hotest days of 
last summer, in the full sun, a perch of 2}1b. and a pike of 34b., baiting, of course, 
with my friend the lobworm. 
Perch-fishing, like other things, may be made a matter of study ; but for all 
that, as I said before, perch may be caught with a stick, bit of string, anda pin, 
even when a more experienced angler, fishing hard by, cannot catch anything, 
save perhaps the bottom, and more often a bad cold. I remember taking my 
little boy out perching, it being, I think, his second or third journey ; the after- 
noon was fine andsunny, and everything looked beautiful and beautiful to love. 
On arriving at the river bank, after quelling the unnecessary excitement which 
prevailed, I put him* on a single hook (a lob, of course), and a tight line attached 
to a walking-stick rod ; I then attended to myself, and commenced the battle, 
using, of course, my crawling lob. Scarcely had the fight commenced when a 
er commotion took place, the walking-stick rod being violently pulled and 
ent by a jack about 2lb., the top joint of the rod giving way. ‘ Put in again, boy,” 
said I, and another rod being given the youngster, down again went the float, 
and a perch 2lb. was safely banked. In went the lobby line again, and this 
time a jack of about 2lb. was hooked, but escaped with part of the tackle. In 
playing a large perch, never let your fish get master of you by running about 
with a lot of loose line ; land him quickly but cautiously, always keep a steady 
strain on him, but don’t strike hard and jerk, or you will in all probability break 
your line, and perhaps your rod as well; and, above all things, be calm, not 
excited, raving, or shouting to your mates, if there are any with you. For my part, 
I like to fish alone, or, at any rate, not to have more than one or 
two others with me. Perch-fishing cannot be learnt from books alone, 
or from an article, neither can a knowledge of any other branch 
of the gentle art be obtained from mere reading. Practice and experience 
will alone make the percher successful. Some there are who will say fishing 
is all a lottery and chance; this is a lie, and every reasoning biped who has 
handled a rod will, I think, agree with me, that there is an art in angling, or, at 
any rate, skill required to become a king-fisher ; or, in other words, to be suc- 
-gessful, be it in perch-fishing , pike-fishing, salmon or fly. I have seen many a 
novice lose a fish just for want of a little skill. I have heard it remarked that 
perch eat better if killed directly they are caught ; but as to the truth of this I 
know not. It is astonishing. what perch will feed on : gudgeon, roach, dace, trout, 
minnows, eels, gentles, grubs, shrimps, crayfish, frogs, bread, paste, wheat, maggots, 
and worms of all kinds, especially the lobworm and brandling, and even on each 
other; and I once caught a perch using the eye of one already captured 
for bait (not a lob this time). Salter, on page 57 of the 5th edition, 
says : “‘ When perch are well on the feed, and you should be distressed 
for baits, you may bait your hook with the eye of those you have taken, or the 
~ eye of any other fish, and perch will freely take it, and so will smelts.” On page 
62, 1851 edition, 8. H. Gorse.says ; ‘‘ A writer in the new sporting magazine says 
that he has repeatedly taken a perch with no other bait than a portion of the gills 
of the one just captured accidentally remaining on the hook, the line haying been 
carelessly allowed to drop into the water while a fresh bait was being selected,” 
Mr. C. Pennell, on page 61 of his charming book, ‘‘The Angler Naturalist,” 
alludes to the capture of a perch with its own eye ; so that it seems perch will 
feed on their own eyes, as well as on the eyes of their relations. When perching 





* What, the boy ?—Ep, 





I always fish from the bank, if possible; and this I recommend when- 
ever practicable, as the water is not disturbed, more ground is covered, 
and more exercise is obtained. Never try to drown a_ small perch 
just to have a little fancy sport, but bank him as quickly and 
quietly as possible, as the others will be driven off, owing to the commotion 
in the water, without any reasonable excuse. I was once greatly annoyed at a 
middle-aged angler revelling in attempting to drown a perch about 7oz, in 
weight. Do not wait for perch, as they are well known to attack a pait almost 
immediately it is offered them when on the feed—in fact, I have known perch 
sieze-the worm before my float was cocked. 

A curious incident occurred to me when fishing from a punt in a reservoir, on 
the 9th day of August, 1881. My paternal relation was my only companion. 
I had on a lob, as usual, for bait, and the pater was live-baiting for pike witha 
fair-sized roach, and all was as happy as the summer day, when the veteran 
paternal had a bite ; but, being a patient angler, he did not strike in a hurry. 
I had a bite at the same time, and struck first, landing a perch of 1%lb. 
This fish had actually taken the roach and my lobworm, and was fairly hooked 
by both of us. Perchance, roach and lob eat well together—who knows ? 

Tn conclusion, I feel that, being only an angler with a very limited amount 
of time and places to fish in, I have made but a feeble attempt to introduce 
to my readers what I consider the best method of perch-fishing. Still, what I 
have said I believe to be perfectly true, and, with all due respect for the 
opinion of the many others who have had far more experience than myself, I 
say let every man plan on his own fiddle. For as among violinists every player 
likes his own fiddle best, so it may be taken for granted almost that among 
perchers and lovers of the’ art of angling every fisherman likes his own method 
the best. And, last of all, I will say, I am aware no new method is herein 
referred to, and if I had proposed a new method it would not follow that the 
new method would be any more successful than the old. The two methods I 
have chiefly alluded to are what I recommend and practice myself, and I con- 
sider paternostering the best and most sportsmanlike ; and, wishing success to 
all perchers , I say adieu. 





ON THE HAUNTS OF THE GRAYLING: ANGLING CHAT, 
By “LIMPUS.” 


IT was during a season when anglers by stress of weather were 
virtually frozen out by a long frost, that I and a friend, not know- 
ing how better to entertain ourselves, had a series of pleasant chats 
about fish and fishing. We did not, as is fashionable, endeavour to 
entertain each other by the relation of wonderful and incredible 
stories, but rather sought something which to us would be more 
practical and useful. In this way our chats turned more in the 
direction of mutual instruction and homely scientific investigation 
than towards frivolous gossip. _We sought information, interchanged 
thoughts, and by that means improved our store of knowledge ; but 
whether we added much to angling lore is not for me to say. I do know, how- 
ever, we were able by pursuing this course to bring into a circumscribed area 
much information with respect to interesting subjects, which hitherto had been 
spread over a large tract in the field of literature, and which I am inclined to 
think would prove interesting were it put on record. It is with this view Isend 
you notes of our chats on our grayling countries and the particular haunts of that 
fish within the reach of the British angler. Of course, it is unnecessary to say 
when and where these chats occurred ; sufficeit that they were under pleasant 
auspices, and if their relation only prove as entertaining to readers as they did 
to us my purpose will be served. 


Cuat THE Frrst.—ONn THE GENERAL DIspRIBUTION OF GRAYLING. 

“T tell you what,” says my friend, as soon as one evening we had made our- 
selves comfortable, ‘‘ to my thinking there is no more interesting feature about 
grayling than the singular and arbitrary way in which it is distributed up and 
down the streams of the 'country, and apparently without method. Some poet 
gays :— 

z ‘And here and there a grayling,’ 


and verily, it is so. We have them not only here and there in streams, but in 
this and not in that one ;—although the streams may be side by side, spring 
almost from the same source, pass over the same country, have nearly all if not 
quite the same characteristics, and be in all outward appearances precisely 
similar to each other.” 

“You are quite right,” said I. “It is not only interesting, it is remarkable ; 
and you are by no means the first who has come to the same conclusion. Dr. 
Hamilton, in Jardine’s ‘ Natural History,’ says : ‘The distribution of grayling 
in this country is rather remarkable, and viewed in relation to England, would 
almost give countenance to the opinion expressed in “Salmonia” that it has 
been introduced to our rivers. ‘Without saying a word on this latter sug- 
gestion, it is worth while noting that a few lines further on, he adds: ‘We 
believe that the grayling has not been found in Scotland, and certainly 
this hiatus in its distribution is not a little singular, the more _ 
especially, being an Alpine fish, naturally fond of cold water, and 
abounding in much more northern countries on the Continent, the Highland 
rivers seem particularly adapted for it.’ Singular as this may appear, it is 
rendered still more so by the fact that since these remarks were written grayling 
have been introduced into more than one Seottish river, and I believe they are 
thriving and doing quite satisfactorily in what may be termed their new home. 
Ait all events, this may be said of those introduced to the Clyde, which is now 
beginning to gain quite a reputation for its grayling swims. It is also remark- 
able, as Dr. Hamilton also points out, that hitherto grayling have not been 
observed in Ireland ; but, curiously enough, we have it on the authority of the 
Rev. J. J. Manley, in ‘ Fish and Fishing,’ that grayling are to be found in the 
Orkney Isles. Of this I cannot give you further particulars ; but it is am un- 
doubted fact that the distribution of grayling throughout England and Wales is 
very arbitrary, whatever may have been the cause, and it is a subject well worth 
investigating.” Zt. 

“There is no doubt about that,” added my friend, ‘and it seems to me very 
curious that few, if any, of the writers on the subject try to account for the 
peculiarities of the distribution. There are peculiarities about the distribution 
of other fish, and particularly about that of the less known and less common 
species ; but there are far more easy of understanding than are those of the 
grayling, which, as Dr. Duncan observes somewhere, are, on the whole, very 
abundant.” . . 
“Tt is curious,” said I, ‘‘and I have often thought that writers when treating 
of the grayling, as a rule, have treated their subject in a very slipshod fashion. 
When speaking of the habitat of the fish, nearly all writers content themselves 
with telling us that grayling are to be found in this and that river, and abont 
such and such places, and there leave the subject ; unless, indeed, they goa little 





further in their work of mystification, and tell us how they delight in such and 
such kinds of water, and live only under such and such conditions—all delight- 
fully differing in some particular one way or the other in some absurd 
fashion. It is really wonderful how some writers have taken up an 
absurd notion of some notorious fact in the fish’s- natural history, and 


not content with reiterating the statement, will set to and by 
profound argument endeavour to substantiate it. Instances are quite 
common; but it is needless for us now to go into particulars 


by giving references to the works of what are sometimes even regarded 
as authorities; a quotation or two with us ought to suffice. For 
instance, there is Sir J. Hawkins, in a note on Walton, saying: ‘Grayling 
is found in great plenty in many rivers in the North, and particularly in the 
Humber.’ Who ever heard of grayling being in the Humber ?—unless indeed 
some benighted specimen of its race had become so imbued with the spirit of 
exploration that it had gone down on a Derwent flood to investigate the condition 
of, to it, an unknown water ; or, may be, some other on foreign travel bent from 
the Ure, Swale, or Wharfe, by way of the Aire, or of the Dove, Wye, and 
Derwent of Derbyshire, by way of the Trent, emulating the lordly salmon on its 
annual tour, had taken to itself the daring task of descending, running the 
gauntlet of the wolves of the streams, and daring the blockades of sewage and 
other poisonous filth poured here and there into the confluent streams ere they 
could approach the estuary named! Nor is this by itself in its absurdity. 
Anyone who will make reference will see the great conflict of opinion as to 
whether or not the grayling goes out to sea like the salmon, and delights most 
in salt, brackish, or entirely fresh water, until Dr. Hamilton asserted—‘ What- 
ever may be the case in some parts of the Continent, grayling certainly never 
seek the sea in this country ; nay, it has been proved (he adds) that they speedily 
die even in brackish water.’ Both Donovan and Block assert that the grayling passes 
the winter in the seas or the estuary, ascending the rivers in the spring and remain- 
ing there till the autumn ; and I have also seen it stated that Sir Humphrey 
Davy had ascertained that ‘the grayling of England will bear brackish water 
without inconvenience’; whilst Pennell tells us ‘ the grayling is a remarkably local 
and even comparatively rare fish,’ adding that ‘in England a dozen names or so 
include all our streams which have any right really to be considered as properly 
grayling water, and these, with hardly an exception, belong to the southern and 
western portions of the island.’” 


“ All this,” said my friend, “is very remarkable and very interesting, but it 
leads to nothing practical. Ihave often thought it would be highly useful, if 
not also very valuable, to have something like a comprehensive survey of the 
grayling quarters of the country, so as to be able to geta fair view of the eccen- 
tricities of the distribution of this interesting fish. I suppose you know pretty 
well where the fish are to be found, and also the localities from which they have 
disappeared ; for, as I understand the matter, there are several places from which 
the fish have either been driven, or they have died out from inanition. Let 
us go through these grayling quarters and see if we cannot form some com- 
prehensive sketch of the habitations of the fish whick will have a sounder 
basis than the mere mention of rivers and streams with no indication of 
the localities on them where the fish are to be found.” 

“‘ Agreed,” said I. “ But I may tell you, to start with, that I very much dis- 
agree with Mr. Pennell’s idea, that grayling-fishing worth having is, with ‘hardly 
an exception,’ confined to the southern and western portions of the country. 
Surely he can never have had experience of the famed Derbyshire streams, or 
witnessed the weather and beauties of the North, either on the banks of the 
Ure or the Swale, the Wharfe or the Derwent, or investigated the treasures and 
beauties of Derbyshire’s or Yorkshire’s far-famed dales. However, to the sketch. 
To start with a kind of survey, let me say the grayling countries lie chiefly in 
five circumscribed areas, which we will call main grayling districts. Briefly, let 
us style them: (1) The Southern, or Hants and Wilts District ; (2) The 
Western, or Wales and Border Counties District ; (3) The Midland, or Derby- 
shire District ; (4) The North-Western, or Craven District ; and (5) The 
North-Eastern, or Cleveland District. Now, yeu will notice that these areas or 
districts may be indicated on a map, and, irrespective of the length of the rivers 
and streams which run through them, may really become narrower 
than at first sight anticipated. Still, for all practical purposes, they 
will include, so far I know, all the grayling waters of any note 
which have, or have had, the fish in them in an apparently natural 
way. You willalso see what a large extent of the country possesses no gray- 
ling haunts at all. Looking at this hiatus in its distribution, it is quite as re- 
markable as the one I have just said Dr. Hamilton alluded to. But this is a 
matter we need not now discuss. Let us rather look at the districts themselves. 
The geological conditions of each are very similar. The streams or, rather, the 
portions of them in which the fish lie, are those which have their rise in one 
range of mountains or hills, and often in close contiguity in each district, and 
run over very similar tracts of country, as well as geological formations. For 
the most part they take rise in the highest points in the districts, and whilst the 
fish never go up into the head waters, they never descend into the deeper and 
slower-running portions of them, and, therefore, are never found in the estuaries, 
or anywhere near the stream’s confluence with the greater rivers or with the 
Kea. 

Now, let us take the southern district. Here the chief grayling waters are the 
Avon, the Wyley, the Test, the Itchen, and the Auton, and it will be seen, on 
reference to a map of the district, that these all represent, as it were, 
one system of drainage whose trunk or main streams may be taken as 
the Avon and the Test, which empty themselves into the English Channel, and 
which have the others as tributaries, and all of which take their rise in what are 
called the Cotswold Hills—a comparatively restricted area. It is singular, 
however, that on the opposite or north-western side of the same hills we find 
a series of streams running down to the Bristol Channel, and another series 
which run down into the Thames Valley ; yet so far as I know none of these 
contain grayling, although to all outward appearances they are of precisely 
similar character. Next let us take the second district mentioned—the Western. 
Here we find the mountain chain of which Plinlimmon forms the most prominent 
height, giving rise to a series of streams which come down on the eastern side, 
and finally join in adding to the waters of the Bristol Channel, the trunk stream 
of which is the Severn. Grayling are found in the Severn, the Teme, the Onny, 
the Corve, the Clun, the Wye, the Irvon, the Lugg, the Arrow, and the Tannat, 
all of which ultimately join near Chepstow, and are on the right bank of the 
main river. In looking at the grayling haunts in this district, it is singular to 
notice that whilst all the streams flowing westward through Wales have 
no grayling in them, though again similar in character, there are also 
some to be found in the Dee, which rises in the same chain of hills, but which 
flows eastwardly until it turns northerly and joins the Irish Sea. It is only in 
the upper waters, however, of this stream, and within ten miles or so from the 

locale of those which are found in the Tannat, that these lie, the Berwyn Moun- 
tains only lying between the two streams. Next let us look at the third 
or Midland district. Here we have as the mountain chain the southern spur of 
the Pennine range. On the eastern side, again, we have the Trent as the trunk 
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stream, with its tributaries, the Derwent and the Dove, which again take up 
the waters of the other grayling streams of the district, including the Wye, the 
Henmore, the Manifold, the Lathkill, and the Bradford. In the streams which 
run westerly from this ridge, from what may be called the Peak district, as is 
the case with the other districts mentioned, there are again no grayling, though 
in some cases the waters on the Cheshire side are in all respects apparently similar 
to them in character. 

Proceeding towards the northern extremity of this same Pennine range, we 
have again the centre of another, or fourth, system of grayling waters, to which 
we offer the name of North-Western or Craven District. Here we have the 
Western Moorlands of Yorkshire, with the great peaks and dales which make 
them and the Lake District so highly picturesque and attractive. On the 
eastern side we have the watershed of the Ure, the Wharfe, the Swale, and the 
Aire, pushing the drainage forward to the German: Ocean ; and on the west 
the Eden and the Ribble, all streams more or less noted for their grayling, 
but particularly the former. In connection with these tributaries are the Wiske, 
the Cova, and some other becks which contain grayling. The streams lying on 
the eastern side of the moorlands are really very fine grayling streams, and are 
in few ways inferior, whilst in many are superior, to the famed Wilts, Hants, and 
Shropshire streams. Crossing over the county of York again, we find another 
highly prolific grayling district, or what I have called the fifth and last, or the 
North-Eastern or Cleveland District. The centre of this system is the high 
eastern moorlands which lie on the Northumberland border, and which on the 
south and east give rise to a series of streams, the trunk of which is the York- 
shire Derwent, which has for tributaries the Rye and the Costa, and their 


tributaries the many mountain becks, several of the more important 
of which also contain grayling. From the same locality falls the 
Esk, still further to the east, which also contains grayling, and 
joins the German Ocean near Whitby, and it also has one or two 


small tributaries which contain grayling. Having thus gone through the dis- 
tricts as I have sketched them, and given you the names of the streams, I 
think you will see the distribution of grayling in England almost at a glance, 
and I think you will find all the swims in them of any note except one or two 
where the fish have lately been introduced.” 

“Yes, I fancy you are right,” said my friend. “Your sketch is really an 
ingenious one, and had you not pointed it out I should never have imagined the 
fish were so circumscribed.” 

“Well,” I answered, “if we had had time to have gone still more minutely 
into the districts, we should have found several other very singular features about 
them which would, as Dr. Hamilton has said, have given more countenance to 
the opinion that grayling have been ‘introduced to our rivers,’ and are not 
there as an institution of nature. It is too late, however, to go into that 
to-night.” 

“ Of course,” said my friend; “but with your permission we will resume 
this subject another night. I am convinced there is a good deal in the dis- 
tricts themselves, which it would be interesting to bring together.” 

‘There is, indeed,” said I, and my friend rose and betook himself homeward, 








THE TESTIMONIAL TO MR. R. GHURNEY., 


THE meeting of the provincial committee was held on Wednesday 
evening, and many representatives of angling clubs and other friends 
attended, Progress was reported by Mr. H. Howse, who, in the 
unavoidable absence of Mr. R. B. Marston, occupied the chair. , 


It was arranged to hold the next committee meeting the early part _ 


of next month, by which time it is hoped angling societies generally 
will have sent in their subscription lists, &c. 

A pleasant evening was spent, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded the chairman; also to Mr. C. Graham, who officiated as 
secretary. 

R. B. MARSTON (Hon. Treasurer). 
HENRY HowskE (Hon. Secretary). 


Ee aya 
Subscriptions sent or promised as per FISHING 
GAZETTE, Oct 8, 1887 .......... CRT wba oendas | ene Lane Ee 
SECOND LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Mr. W. A. Cramp ...... wins Bem ¢ WRAY SP Sn kui Sins cope LL 
Eagle Angling Society ............ poche badudoeas cite Let oO 
Burdett Angling Society ...........5+ vdtstobee 6 alt 0 5 0 
The following members of the Caledonian 
Angling Society :—Mr. R. Malls, 5s.; and : 
Messrs. H. Chapman, J. H. Clark, A. George, °, 
F. Henderson, J. Taylor, and J. B. Thompson, } ‘ 
28./00. BAGH —...se0-nemar shen sin ond ee Pere: Ly O3.4) 
The Cambridge Friendly Angling Society ...... 010 6 
Mr. J. Lyndsell, St. Margaret’s, Herts ............ 010 0 
Brompton Angling Society ........ AMA SAO 2 iQ GKD 
Hustonian Angling Society ........ssescesssedeceeees 010 0 
Hearts of Oak Angling Society .....-..0..-sseeeeeee 010 0 
Penge Angling Sociéty ./.........2...+000¢e.06 ase Bay 
Mr. Norman, Gresham Angling Society ........- te Ree & 
Mr..0. Hi Blisg arses sth fsaeskuc tapers sis aici dle baits sts 1.1. Ogee 
Capt. Alfrediss shies ins Socttiley vee -tepetee ee a 0 10 Gis 
Mr. James Amos, an old Member of the Hoxton ; 
Brothers (ee wess. A Apis Aa8 hai Ay CEE 0 10° Ot 
Per Mr. R. W. Murray, Clapton Angling Society 1 * 0-47 0s lag 
J. Kirwan, sec. South London Angling Society, : 
Society’s subscription ........ ‘i Sere 010 6 
Amount received or promised ........s.seeeeeees 36.13) 6 


Subscriptions can be sent to Mr. R. B. Marston, Hd. FISHING 
GAZETTE, St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, London. 
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EDMUND Yatxs, in “His Recollections and Hxperiences,” vol. i., page 251, says :—“T could not 
afford good wine and would not give bad; bui there was some Trish Whiskey, which Pes 
through Mayne Reid (‘BUSHMILLS’ was its name), which was highly esteemed.” All orders to 
addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Oo., Limited, 1, Hill-street, Belfast. 
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NATURAL HISTORY OF THE THAMES, 


A PAPER, entitled ‘“ Notes on the Natural History of the Upper 
Thames,” was read at the meeting of the Richmond Piscatorial 
Society, at the Greyhound Hotel, Richmond, on Wednesday evening, 
by Mr. M. H. Blamey, the chairman. There wasa good attendance 
of the members of the society and their friends, amongst those 
present being Messrs. H. Dickenson (vice-chairman), H. Brett, W. H. 
Brougham (secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society) 
W. Abbott, H. Davis (librarian), W. Cockburn, J. Cockburn, A. 4y 
Little, H. Little, E. Bedwell, J. H. Gaunt, T. Carter, W. H. Nichols. 
Montague Davenport, V. Rollison, E. V- Powell, F. W. Perkins, H. 
Billett, H. E. Gaynor, G, A. W. Griffiths, G. K. Drake, Wright (assis- 
tant secretary), &c. f 

About fifty were present during the evening, and probably fifty others visited 
the room. during the day to inspect the splendid collection of birds, animals 
fish, and insects representative of the Thames, which Mr. Blamey had brought 
together in illustration of his paper. There were over seventy cases, the great 
bulk of the specimens being the private property of Mr. Blamey. Amongst 
them were two buzzards, a fine bittern, a heron, four hawks (common buzzard 
rough-legged buzzard, sparrow hawk, and kestrel), two owls (the barn-door owl 
and the long-horned owl, both taken near Windsor), a fine otter (weighing 
nearly 30lb., taken at Weybridge), some cases of moths, butterflies, and insects 
(taken near Richmond), seventy specimens of the eggs of birds frequenting the 
banks of the Thames, a number of freshwater shells (found at Taplow and 
Shepperton, some being remarkably pretty), a waxwing (very rare), a nightjar 
or goatsucker, pine grosbeak (rare), great grey shrike, red-necked grebe, three 
wagtails (distinct), a case of snipes, Great Northern diver, red-throated diver, 
black-throated diver, great spotted woodpecker, hoopoe, cuckoo, kingfisher, male 


_andfemale smew, a pike (caught at Isleworth, and weighing 293lb.), and many 


others. Probably the collection was quite unique as representing the natural 
history of the Thames above London, and many expressed their regret that the 
enemy which were all wonderfully well set up, would have to be taken away 
next day. 

Mr. Blamey, in commencing his paper, said that the natural history associated 
with the Thames above the metropolitan area might seem a small subject ; but 
when they remembered that the river rose in the Cotswold Hills, and traversed 
the counties of Gloucester, Wilts, Oxford, Berks, Bucks, Middlesex, Surrey, 
Hssex, and Kent, they became aware that most of the animals, birds, and insects 
found in the South Midland counties must at times be met with on or near the 
banks. He then proceeded to notice some of the most interesting of these, 
referring first to the weasel family, and remarking that a greater number of 
otters were found in the neighbourhood of Weybridge and Chertsey than on any 
other part of the river, though they were also found at Ashton Keynes, Maple- 
durham, in the neighbourhood of Windsor, and at Moulsey. The otter was a 
terrible enemy to the fish. In the spring of this year one was seen to land on 
the Osier Ait, facing the Ship Hotel, at Halliford, dragging 'a large fish out of 
the water. An attempt was made to shootit, but the shot missed, and the otter 
dived into the water, leaving his prey, a pike of 20lb., on the bank. Only last 
Sunday two trout, of 9b. and 71lb., were picked up at Sudbury, having 
been killed by otters. The common weasel, the stoat, the fox, 
and the so-called “wild cats” were also referred to, the latter 
being simply cats of the domestic order, which had given up their civilised habits 
and taken to the woods. In this state they grew much larger than their tame 
relations, and were very fierce-looking. One was shot at Ditton Park weighing 
40lb., and one at Shepperton, which weighed 36lb. Three species of rats were 
common to the Thames ; but the so-called “‘ water-rat ” was not a true rat at all, 
but was allied very closely to the beaver, sharing its vegetarian character, while 
true rats were flesh-eaters. After referring to the shrews, hares, rabbits, and 
squirrels found on the banks of the river, Mr. Blamey concluded his account 
of the quadrupeds with the remark that there are something like 20 different 
species of indigenous furred animals to be found on the banks of the Metro- 
politan river. Referring to the feathered tribes, Mr. Blamey described the 
habits of the owl and the nightjar, and then went on to speak of the various 
kinds of hawks, and stated that occasionally a buzzard was reported in the 
columns of the Field as having been seen or shot in the extensive woods near 
the source of the river. The shrikes were next mentioned, it being stated that 
the great grey shrike and the red-backed shrike were both common to 
the Thames, the last making its nest and rearing its young while 
here. The pheasant, partridge, and woodcock were the principal 
game birds found near the river. The raven, carrion crow, common 
rook, and jackdaw were often seen. The jay, magpie, hoopoe, great spotted 
woodpecker, green woodpecker, lesser spotted woodpecker, nuthatch, and tree 
ereeper might also be seen by the careful observer. The cuckoo, wood pigeon, 
and dove were plentifully distributed about the upper reaches of the Thames. 
The missel thrush, song thrush, fieldfare, redwing, blackbird, starling, crossbill, 
and yellow hammer were all well known to frequenters of the river, as also were 
many soft-billed birds, such as the redbreast, wheatear, whinchat, stonechat, and 
redstart. The waxen chatterer was a frequent visitor, though not a common 
Thames-side bird. The warblers, finches, wrens, larks, wagtails, titmice, swifts, 
swallows, and martins were also referred to and their habits described, after 
which Mr. Blamey said the heron and bittern were at one time exceedingly 
common, but were now becoming rare, though they were still to be met with 
where the conditions were favourable in the less populated reaches of the river. 
The lapwing, curlew, several kinds of ducks, geese, and seagulls were also to be 
seen, and the common sandpiper was fairly plentiful. The water rail and land rail, 
though fairly numerous, were seldom seen, as they were both shy birds. The 
water-hen and coot were the two most familiar water-fowl of the Thames. 
Snipes were found during the winter, and three representatives of the grebes 
were found about the Thames. One of the greatest enemies to effectual fish 
preservation was the graceful and beautiful swan, which found out the spawn as 
it hung on the submerged branches, and would not leave it until every egg had 
been stripped off. Taking leave of the birds, Mr. Blamey called attention to 
several reptiles which were more or less numerous on the banks of 


the Thames, including three distinct snakes—the blind worm, viper, 
and ringed snake, the viper alone being dangerous, and  fortu- 
nately it was seldom seen by the side of the Thames. Frogs 


and toads were plentiful, and two species of newts or efts inhabited the waters 
of ponds, or small streams flowing into the river. With. regard to the fishes, 
sixteen different kinds of freshwater fish were found in the river—viz., trout, 
pike, perch, barbel, chub, bream, carp, tench, roach, rudd, dace, gudgeon, 
flounder, pope, bleak, and minnow, besides eels, lamperns, and lampreys. Several 
kinds of land snails and water snails were common to the Thames, and the great 
grey slug, black slug, and red slug were all plentiful. The insects of the district, 
including the butterflies, moths, and spiders, were also dealt with in an interest- 
ing manner, and Mr. Blamey concluded by referring to the many pleasant 


ON Monday, 
Joseph Manning, a French - polisher, of Derby, sued the Misses 
Mary and Annie Ratcliffe, farmers, of Ingleby, to recover damages 
for personal injuries sustained by the plaintiff in being knocked 
down and trampled on by a bull of known vicious propensities 
belonging to the defendants. 
plaintiff, and Mr. Briggs represented the defendants.—Mr. Weight- 
man stated that on the day in question the plaintiff left Derby 
for the purpose of having a day’s fishiug in the river Trent at Ingleby. 
previously taken a ticket from Mr. Peach, of St. Peter’s-street, Derby, who 
rented the fishery from Mr. Newbold, who in turn rented it from Sir Francis 








memories which had been revived by the preparation of his paper. A discussion 
followed, in which Messrs. Dickenson, Abbott, Bidwell, A. J. Little, E. V. 
Powell, and others took part, all agreeing in complimenting Mr. Blamey upon 
his paper, and the admirable collection of specimens which adorned the walls of 
the room. 
honours. 


At the close the health of the chairman was drank with musical 
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THE BULL AND THE ANGLER. 
AN AMUSING CASE. 
in the Derby County Court, before a jury, Daniel 





Mr. Weightman appeared for the 


He had 


Burdett. He went to a field at Ingleby, occupied by the defendants and was 
walking down the Trent side, looking for a suitable place to commence fishing, 
when he suddenly heard a noise. He turned round and saw a bull within 16 or 
18 yards of where he stood. The pull made a peculiar noise, and immediately 
made a charge towards him. The plaintiff did what everyone else would have 
done under the circumstances—he tried to run away. He would have jumped 
into the river, but the water was so deep at that particular spot, that he ran a 
little way down the river side to a shallower part. Just as he had reached this 
spot his foot caught in a tuft of grass, and he fell on the ground. He just had 
time to turn on his back before the bull was on him. The bul placed its foot 
on his chest, and passed over him, galloping into an ozier bed. Manning was 
seriously hurt, and as soon as he could do so he crept away, and hid himself from 
the bull behind a thorn bush. The injuries were of such a serious character 
that he was laid up for five weeks, and during that time was unable to follow 
his occupation.—Mr. C. J. Stansby, physician, of Derby, said he attended the 
plaintiff. He was suffering from dangerous internal injuries, and witness con- 
sidered he had a narrow escape. There was a distinct mark of a hoof on his 
belly. A man named Donnington, who was fishing near the plaintiff, spoke 
to witnessing the accident. The bull was a very “rocious ” animal. 
(Laughter.) He saw no cows there except the bull. He did not 
go to Manning’s assistance, as he did not mean “to be done the 
same.” (Laughter.) He left them as fast as he could. He had on one occa- 
sion complained to Miss Ratcliffe’s men about the bull.—Frank Shaw, another 
fisherman, spoke to the dangerous character of the bull. After it had run him 
one day he complained to the farm bailiff, telling him some one would be 
crippled if the bull were not kept up. The bailiff replied, “If you keep far 
enough from it, it will not hurt you.” (Laughter.) Itran after him on another 
occasion, and caused him to break his fishing tackle.—In reply to Mr. Briggs, 
the witness said that he had seen ladies sketching in the same field as the bull, 
but they had a “great big umbrella over ’em.” (Laughter.)—John Hudson, 
also a fisherman, said that the bull on one occasion ran him 700 or 800 yards. 
He complained to the farm bailiff, who said the bull was quiet enough.—Mr. 
Briggs afterwards addressed the jury for the defence, and contended that the 
pull was a quiet one.—Miss Reader was called as a witness for the defence. 
She said she had often been told that the bull was a very quiet one. In fact, 
they had made a pet of it—(laughter)—and the children were in the habit of 
stroking it-—Mr. Weightman : Bulls, like other things, have discrimination, and 
no one would dream of hurting you, Miss Reader.—James Watts described the 
pull as a very quiet one. He never knew a quieter. (Laughter.) The bull 
was “chained up at night and was turned out in the morning, after milking.”— 
Geo. Turner, an artist, said he had often sketched in the same field as the bull. 
It was very quiet, and had never interfered with him. Lady pupils had 
sketched in the same field.—The verdict was for the defendants, and on the 
application of Mr. Briggs his Honour allowed the advocate’s fee on the higher 
scale.—Sheffield Independent. 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S CARDS. 


Mr. HARDING, fine art publisher, 45, Piccadilly (near the Royal 
Academy), sends us some sets of his cards representing the sports 
and pastimes of Great Britain. We have in previous years spoken 
highly of Mr. Harding’s work, and have much pleasure in again 
calling the attention of our readers to: his publications. Where all 
are good it is difficult to make a selection, but we can particularly 
recommend the four studies of trout, salmon, grayling, and pike : 
Mr. James Temple’s six pictures of salmon, trout, and grayling- 
fishing ; Mr. Robertson’s foxhounds, and also his hunting scenes ; 
M. Susini’s yachting scenes are excellent. These cards when framed 
as “sets” are an attractive addition to the walls of a sportsman’s 
study or smoking-room. They can be had in one colour or painted 
by hand. 
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SANDY RITCHIE. 
THREE-QUARTERS OF A CENTURY ON THE RIVER. 


THIS good fortune was enjoyed by the late Alexander Ritchie, senior 
fisherman of Glen Tana, who has departed this life at the ripe age 
of 89, having, as man and boy, fished the pools of the Dee for 75 
consecutive years. He had many friends, and his funeral was 
numerously attended. A chaplet wreath of white flowers, as an 
offering of respect, sent by Lady Brooks, was placed on the coffin 
by Sir William. When the procession arrived at the Bridge of 
Dinnet, the remaining four fishermen of Glen Tana carried the body 
of their deceased mate across the water which he loved so well. All 
the deer stalkers of the Glen took their carrying turn with the family 
of the deceased. A touching address was delivered by the Rev. J. 
G. Michie, and the body of Alexander Ritchie was consigned to its 
last resting-place in the old churchyard of Glen Tana, overlooking 
the river on whose braes he had sported and rested during so many 
happy days.—Aberdeen Journal, 
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RIVER POLLUTION. 


esham Angling Society on Tuesday evening last an important dis- 
oa: adits above aiaect was initiated by the reading of a paper by Mr. G. 
H. Young. Mr. Young considered river pollution under five heads—viz., firstly, 
from mines, &c. ; secondly, from paper-mills ; thirdly, from chemical and dye- 
works ; fourthly, sewage; and, fifthly, all other pollutions—the conclusion he 
arrived at being that the use of earth-closets would very much conduce to an 
improved state of our streams. In the discussion that followed, the use of 
earth-closets was strongly advocated by Mr. Parker as the only possible remedy 
against river pollution from human ewcreta, further ; demonstrating to the 
meeting by numerous chemical experiments of a practical nature the fact that 
water once contaminated could never be perfectly purified. Dr. Brunton, whose 
contribution to the discussion was of a very valuable character, also leaned to 
the use of earth-closets as a preventive. The learned doctor, with his usual 
clearness, exposed many fallacies respecting sewage purification, introducing in 
his remarks the interesting fact that fishes are choked by paper-mill 
refuse in the same way as human beings suffer from coal-dust, steel particles, &c., 
being introduced into their lungs (grinders’ disease, &e.). Dr, Brunton concluded 
by pointing out that it was not all water that appeared clear to the eye that was 
really pure ; clearness was quite compatible with many very noxious impurities. 
Mr. George Chambers, in a few words, alluded tothe magnitude of the evil of 
river pollution, and the great benefit to anglers that a remedy would confer. 

Mr. Norman, in his remarks, referred especially to the immense volume of the 
sewage to be treated, substantiating his allusions by extracts from official docu- 
ments. Mr. Bentley, who followed, contended that the first step to a practical 
solution of the difficulty would be the reintroduction of the proposed Bill drafted 
by Mr. Willis Bund in 1885, which, in 1886, however, through political reasons, 
had to be abandoned. If this Bill could be again introduced and passed, river 
pollution would be reduced to a minimum, J 

Mr. Taylor briefly explained to the meeting the improvements effected in 
treating gasworks and tanneries’ refuse, thereby greatly mitigating the 

ollution. 
: Mr. Chris. Anderson, in a well-reasoned speech, put before the meeting the 
objections to the earth-closet system, and contended that on a balance of 
advantages it would be found that the best method at present known was by 
disposal through sewers, leaving ultimate treatment to the corporate bodies 
concerned. 

Mr. Ohlson detailed the damage caused by metalliferous refuse from mines, 
&e., but admitted that in many instances he had seen a marked improvement. 

Other gentlemen having spoken, Mr. Becketts, of the Anglers’ Association, 
gave his experiences of the earth-closet system, which he warmly commended. 
He objected én toto to river contamination from any source. 

Mr. Walker advocated that the whole question of sewage disposal should be 
taken up by the Government. It was surely a national question, and of so great 
a magnitude that only national resources could deal with it. 

A cordial yote of thanks having been moved and seconded to the reader of 
the paper, Mr. Young briefly returned thanks. Votes of thanks to Mr. George 
Chambers and to Mr. C. 8. Bentley, who had in succession occupied the chair, 
closed the proceedings. 





CAPTURES OF SALMON IN THE TWEED DURING THE 
AUTUMN OF 1887. 


BY HON. AND REV. ROBT. LIDDELL (continued. 


BirgHam Dvs. Total 
Date. Weight. 
1887, Noy. 1.—Did not fish. (Lord Alexander Paget got 7 fish.) 

2. 
s 3. > No fishing. 

4, 
”  5.—-Four, 21, 20, 17, 7b. seg x 4 ve 51D. 
»  t—A flood of 6ft. 6in. 

8. 
” 9. \No fishing. 
rear: 
, 11.—Three, 22, 24, 251b. * Ae dk eral. 
py LO 1x 22 Oe 20 yr Ove LOssemmsre ae nic nop Alloy 
, 14.—Thirteen, 26, 24, 23, 23, 20, 18, 17, 16, 14, 9, 8,8, lb. .:. 229Ib. 
» 15 (Snow)—One, 15lb. ... go oa eat TOLD: 
» 16.—Three, 18, 18, 12lb.... ane ae ie ol: 
5, 17.—One, 19]b.... ary a tee ves vee eeeLOlb. 
», 18.—Did not fish. 
», 19.—Four, 21, 18, 16, 151b. ca tee ane soe CQIb. 
» 21.—Two, 8, 6lb. ¢ 2s LALb. 


22.—Thirteen, 30, 25, 21, 21, 19, 18, 18, 17, 8, 8, 7, 7, 6b... 205lb. 
5, 20.—Did not fish. 





», 24.—Five, 29, 21, 20,19, 15lb. ... ie ae «ss 1O04Ib. 
» 20.—Hight, 24, 22, 22, 20, 19, 18, 18, 16lb. ... Pe: Ae Dolb. 
SUMMARY OF THE NUMBERS AND WEIGHTS OF FisH IN Srx Days or 
NOVEMBER. 
Date. Fish, Weight. 
Six* 

Nov. 12.—Six ae ae woengelib. 

» 14.—Thirteen ve wv. 2291b. 

» 19.—Four ... ok wren OLD 

» 22.—Thirteen 300 vee 2051b, 

» 24.—Five ... we vee LOATH: 

» 20.—Hight .., net nepal: 

Total, 6 days—Fifty-five ae mone (ea) isp 


Or average of nine per day and one fish over for 15 days. 
Total number of fish in the season (salmon, 124; grilse, 58) ... Pi bey 
Aggregate weight Rs Rs nae tae 1 ton 2ewt 76lb. 
* Overplus of the average of nine per day in October, 








GISHURSTINE FOR WATERPROOFING BOOTS. 


WE have received some tins of this excellent dressing for leather 
boots, for rendering them impervious to water. Some years ago we 
spoke well of it, and have since heard none but good reports about 
it. Itis pleasant to use, and cheap, being sold in 6d. and 1s. tins, as 
advertised. We have given some tins to a well-known angler, who 
fishes in all weathers, and asked him to report on it. Boots treated 
with Gishurstine take a good polish with blacking. 


YORKSHIRE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
THE fourth annual dinner of Yorkshire anglers took place at the 
Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on Wednesday evening. Mr. Francis Darwin, of 
Creskeld, President of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association, was in the 
chair, and there were present anglers from every part of the county, 
among them being Mr. J. H. Phillips, of Scarborough; Mr. T. EB. 
Pritt, Dr. A. W. Mayo Robson, Professor Ransome, Major Middelton, Rev. E. 
Spencer Gough, Rev. T. G. Butterworth, Dr. Hall,Mr. John Cliff, Mr. Wm. 
Naylor, Mr. John Gerrard, and many others. The chairman, in proposing the 
toast of ‘The Queen,” remarked. that it was one which would prove specially 
acceptable to anglers, as they were all very good fellows, well disposed, and 
loyal men. (Applause.) Professor Ransome proposed ‘‘ The Army, Navy, and 
Auxiliary Forces,” to which Major Middleton replied. In proposing the toast 
of “ Us,” the chairman expressed his pleasure at seeing the representatives of so 
many clubs present. Many efforts, he said, had been made during the last few 
years in order to rescue the rivers in Yorkshire from the decay that seemed 


likely to come upon them owing to the slaughter of the fish in the breeding — 


streams, and they might congratulate themselves on the fact that the Yorkshire 
Fiskery Board had recognised their right to use their influence on the conclu- 
sions they had arrived at, There was one thing he hoped they would look care- 
fully after, and that was legislative enactment for the prevention of the sale of 
any trout in this district until they became fit for food. (Hear, hear.) The 
society was to be congratulated on the fact that it had a balance in hand of £109. 
(Applause.) The Rev. EH. 8. Gough, in response, reminded the company that it 
was Abbé Réome, who, in the 14th century, discovered the plan of hatching 
fish in boxes, a process almost identical in some important points with that now 
adopted in the great fish hatcheries. He asked anglers to remember that the 
end of fishing was not merely the quantity of fish they caught, but the enjoy- 
ment to be derived from angling, and concluded by quoting the words of Oliver 
Wendel Holmes— ; 
“Oh, what are the treasures we perish to win, 
To the first little minnow we caught with a pin?” 


The toast of ‘‘ The Scoffers” was proposed by Mr. William Brackenridge, and 
responded to by the Rev. J. Longbottom and Mr. Metcalf, the speeches being 
necessarily of a humorous character. Dr. A. W. Mayo submitted the toast 
of “The Visitors.” Mr. J. H. Phillips, secretary of the Yorkshire Fishery 
Board, in responding, advised all clubs to have hatcheries of their own. He 
mentioned that he and the late Mr. Frank Buckland began trout breeding on 
the Rye more than forty years ago, and carried it on successfully for thirty 
years. His subsequent experience at Scarborough had not been so successful. 
A large quantity of trout had been turned into the River Costa. An enor- 
mous number of the fish died ; but for some time it was impossible to ascertain 
the cause. It was ultimately discovered, however, that the destruction was 
caused by the glutinous matter of certain weeds in the river adhering to the 
gills of the small fish, which died of sheer asphyxia. T'o get over this difficulty 
a large quantity of yearlings were turned in the river. Mr. Phillips referred to 
two important measures which had been adopted by the Yorkshire Fishery 
Board—namely, the imposition of a shilling tax upon every rod—rendered 
necessary by the increasing number of anglers and the advisability of restrain- 
ing the poaching that was practised—and the limitation of the trout season— 
both of which changes, he said, would be to the advantage of trout anglers. 
(Applause.) Dr. J. Ashbridge Hall and Mr. W. Naylor also replied. The 
remaining toasts were “The Ladies” and “The Chairman.” ‘The best wishes 
and congratulations from the Manchester Anglers’ Association were received by 
wire during the evening, the telegram being read amid cordial cheers. 





JEMMY TADGER SCORES THIS TIME. 

JemMy TapGeER has laid low for Bill Breeden, and wiped off some old scores, 
consequently the houses of Tadger and Breeden are at variance. It appears 
that Jemmy last Sunday week (early in the morning) tickled the tail end of 
the mill stream which runs through old Podger’s ground (and is most strictly 
preserved) to such good purpose that in half an hour he had taken a very 
respectable bag of trout. Old Podger came up just as Jemmy had decided to 
leave off work, and being extremely corpulent and not over-nimble in his moyve- 
ments, Jemmy had no difficulty in skipping away and putting a safe distance 
between himself and his pursuer. The impudent young rascal having done this, 
yah-booed his enemy several times, and then coolly informed him he should call 
again next Sunday morning at the same time and have another go. He subse- 
quently exhibited the proceeds of his late poaching expedition before the 
watering eyes of Bill Breeden, who, of course, sadly wanted to know all about 
it. Under a solemn promise of strict secrecy Jemmy told him where they came 
from, adding that the only time to go was Sunday morning early, when the 
keeper was sure not to be there, adding, in a sorrowful manner, “ that he 
couldn’t go himself next Sunday as his father wanted him very particular.” It 
is needless to say Bill turned up instead, and got such a truly warm reception 
from old Podger’s head keeper, who, with some nimble assistants, were in 
waiting, as to fully convince him he had not only expiated his own trespass, 
but had paid in full with his aching hide for the speckled beauties he had so 
admired the Sunday before ; and opinions are now varied in the Breeden family 
as to how long it will be before their precious offspring can dispense with his 
crutches. JOHNNY OHAT. 








MAIDENHEAD, COOKHAM, AND BRAY THAMES ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

ON Saturday last 250 fine two-year-old trout purchased by this 

Association were put in the river at Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray 

by Harry Wilder and Leonard Wilder, bailiffs, under the direction 

of Messrs. C. EH, Jollands, Robert Nicholson, and F. D. Lambert, 

members of the committee. This is the second purchase and dis- 


tribution of two-year-old trout made by this society during the pre- 


sent year. 








Cou, J, E, BLoom,—There are few names better known to our readers than that 
of Mr. Bloom, the principal promoter of the National Gun Association, whose rules 
are now in universal use in this country. It may not be generally known that Mr, 
Bloom is a graduate of West Point ; that he served honourably as an officer of the 
Fourth U.S. Artillery for six years ; he participated in the Sioux campaign of 1876, 
and the Nez Percé campaign of 1877 ; and while acting as commandant of cadets at 
the East Tennessee University, Governor J. D, Porter conferred upon him the com- 
mission of colonel, We are pleased to learn that Col. Bloom has removed to New 
York City for the practice of law, having formed a connection with the law firm of 
Nichols and Bacon, 71, Broadway. Noone has done more than he to elevate and 
popularise outdoor sport with the shot-gun ; and we trust our resident sportsmen 
will give him a hearty weleome,—Yorest and Stream, Sept, 29th, 1887, 
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Firry thousand pounds is the figure at which a correspondent of the Glasgow 
Herald estimates the money value of the salmon destroyed by the salmon 
disease in the river Tweed since 1880. 

* * * 








but a compulsory one from outsiders who might wish to fish the association's 
waters. Mr. Vesey adds that he has now given up the idea, because the God- 
manchester Corporation have thrown open all their waters (about half that 
which Mr. Vesey proposed should be protected) to persons living temporarily 
or permanently in the borough, and makes some very cutting remarks on the 
iniquity of London anglers who visit waters without paying anything towards 
their support. 
8 
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*, Ata recent meeting of the Forth Fishery Board Sir James Maitland was 

elected as a representative of the lower proprietors in the Forth district for a 

period of three years. 
* 
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We can hardly see that Mr. Vesey had sufficient grounds for giving up his 
most praiseworthy project. For similar reasons no angling association would 
exist on the Thames, for there the angling is practically free to all who like to 
fish. We have heard more than once that a great deal of poaching goes on in 
the Huntingdon and Godmanchester district, and we really see no reason why 
an association should not be formed to put a stop to it. If half the water is 
kept for the use of subscribers only, and the Godmanchester portion left open, 
the result most certainly will be that visitors who can afford to subscribe will do 
so for the sake of the private water, while those who are not so well off will 
content themselves with fishing the open water. We know an association where 
a very similar state of things exists, and where the result is as we have pro- 
phesied for the Huntingdon Association, should it ever become established. 
We shall hope soon to hear that the proposed association has come into exist- 
ence, with a lengthy subscription list to keep it going. If the Godmanchester 
Corporation allowed netting or other methods of poaching in their water, we 
could very readily understand the association project coming to grief. 

te ae % * 


* 8 * * 


A correspondent says : ‘‘ I know a pond of 1} acres near where I live. I have 
had the right of angling in it for years. It contains any amount of large carp 
and eels ; but the carp are so cunning that in a year I can catch no more than 
twenty. If you know a bait, or something to place on the bait, that will attract 
such fish to bite, your Gazerre will sell.” We should be sorry if its sale 
depended on sucha problem as that of “ How to Take Big Carp”; it’s easy 
enough in some waters—in others impossible almost. 

* * * * * 

We can assure the American Angler that we did not suppose for a moment 
that “English sparrows are not protected in the States, and giving food or shelter to 
the same is amisdemeanour” because of ‘his nationality.” We have several times 
during the last ten years referred to the fact that the imported pugnacious 
sparrow is driving the native songbirds “ West’”—as the white man drove the 
red man ; but we did not know that he had become such a nuisance that even to 
shelter or feed him is a misdemeanour, and we quoted the fact chiefly to show 
some people in these little islands, who grumble at our game laws, how much 
more stringent similar laws are in big, free America. The “ English sparrow,” 
by the way, is common to many countries besides England. He is a favourite 
with millions in this country because he is the only bird many of them ever 
see. Our big towns would be more dreary than they are for the poor—and rich, 
too, for that matter—if the cheeky, chirping sparrows were evicted from our 
streets, and solemn squares, and dismal slums. 

* * * 


A most extraordinary number of poaching cases were heard on Saturday last 
at the Jedburgh Sheriff Court. Two men were fined £2 14s. 9d., for having a 
net and twenty-one salmon in their possession ; and other men £4 9s. 3d. for a 
similar offence. A pensioner from Kelso was then fined £1 for fishing with 
salmon-roe in the Tweed; and another man £1 5s. for a similar offence. A 
mill-worker was then fined £4 for having a net in his possession ; and four men 
were convicted of having nets and 108 salmon in their possession. There were 
seven other salmon-poaching cases, and a few of ordinary game-poaching. Some 


a 4 of the men went to prison in lieu of paying the fines. 
* * * * 


Lieut. Clayton Leslie, R.N., writes: “There is a good show of fly on_the 
Itchen now, and grayling rise freely between 12 and 3 o'clock. A grayling, 
241b., was taken the other day—a good fish even for our Hampshire streams. 
The fish was taken with a dark blue quill gnat in the Itchen, just below the 
railway bridge of the Portsmouth line. It was in splendid condition, almost 
black on the back, and short for its size. I have taken your paper regularly 
lately, and have been much pleased with it.” 

* * 


a 
From Punch’s Almanack. 
PiscaTor (about the end of a very bad day): “ Donald, hang the Boat here 
a bit; we may get a Rise.” 
Donap : “Hang!” (giving way). ‘I shall Tamm tke Boat if you will, and 
the Trouts—and the Loch tooo !” [Feels better! 


* * a a 

Captain Coe, in the Echo, says : “The death is announced of Mr. Robert 
Howse, of Devizes, who was a well-known angler. Commencing seventy years 
ago amongst the jack in the Colne at Colshill, he never throughout his long life 
neglected an opportunity of following his favourite pursuit, and only last season, 
when in his seventy-ninth year, he, in company with a friend, fishing the waters 
of Sir E. Antrobus at Amesbury, succeeded in taking eighteen pike, weighing 
upwards of 901b. ; and such was his love of the sport that he even made one or 
two excursions within a few months of his death, and that after he had suffered 
from a first and second apoplectic seizure.” 
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THE FISHER’S FIRESIDE. 


Let ithers praise the Spring-time, when the fields wi’ grass are green, 
An’ the buddin’ groves are vocal wi’ the messengers 0’ spring ; 


I'll sing the cosy pleasures that belong tae auld Yule-tide, 
When we’re met wi’ ane anither by our ain fireside. 


Though the trees be bare an’ leafless, and the fields wi’ frost be gray, 
Whilst the spated burns are swirlin’ fu’ an’ thick wi’ cauld snaw-brae ; 
W? the troot an’ saumon leein’ sick wi’ raun beneath their tide, 

We can lee tae ane anither by our ain fireside. 


There’s twa three cronies comin’ through the snaw ta’ hae a crack, 
An’ ilk’ ane fw’ o’ fishin’ lear as ever he can pack ; 

Sae draw the curtains, steek the door, we'll “ cark and care deride,” 
Owre a pipe an’ glass o’ toddy by our ain fireside. 


Fw’ mony a story, true an’ fause, an’ some atween them baith, 
We'll credit, for an angler’s word as sicker as his aith ; 

An’ o’ the fish we’re gaun’ tae tak’ we'll boast wi’ meikle pride, 
For it’s unco’ easy fishin’ by y’er ain fireside. 


An’ gin the troots we tell o’ be “for telling none the worse,” 
Nae fish can aye be in the scales, except his ain, 0’ course ; 
They'd ha’ grown a hantle bigger gin by us they had no’ died, 
Sae we're nane sic awfu’ le’ars by oor ain fireside. 


Yon muckle ferox M—— lost, that story will be told, 

How he yammert wi’ his awesome jaws an’ on his braid side rolled ; 
The whale that swallowed Jonah were a mennon him beside, 
‘Neath the magnifyin’ glasses of oor ain fireside. 


Or whiles the weans come tumblin’ in, ilk’ bairnie keen tae see 
His daddy wax the silken thread an’ busk a bonnie flee ; 

Tae climb aboot his big arm-chair, or on his knee tae ride, 

A man’s nae time tae ca’ his ain, by’s ain fireside ! 


Yet softly midst oor pleasures let us think on freen’s that rest 

By the pleasant streams of Eden, ’midst the regions o’ the blest ; 
An’ pray that never, never, whate’er ill fate betide, 

May we meet wi’ ane anither by Auld Nick’s Fireside. 


ES % 
Salmon-fishing, which has only just closed on the Tweed, will begin again on 
some of the Scotch and most of the English and Irish salmon rivers in little 
more than seven weeks from this date. Already veteran salmon anglers are 
looking forward to tussles with grand spring fish. A good season often follows 
a yery bad one, so that let us hope all the Scotch, Irish, English, and Welsh 
salmon rivers will make up next season for the lack of sport most of them have 

shown us this. 
Es 2 2 ° & 

Dr. F: W. Spurgin will read a paper on “The Wonders of Aquatic Life” at 
a special meeting of the Atheneum Angling Society, to be held at the Star and 
Garter, 33, St. Martin’s-lane, Charing Cross. All anglers interested in the 
subject of the paper will be sure of awelcome. InJanuary, Mr. T. P.Crumplen, 
the hon. sec. of the society, is to read a paper on “ The Desirability of an Amend- 
ment of the Fishery Laws relating to English Rivers.” 

* * * * 

Captain Alfred is putting up for the Common Council of the City of London, 
Coleman-street Ward, and is angling for the votes of his friends. W e hope he 
will make a big bag. 

F * * * * 

At this gloomy season of the year no one in his heart really longs for rain, 
but until the rain does come there are not likely to be grand doings among the 
fish in our rivers. According to all reports, however, the few fine days we had 
last week tempted a goodly number (for the time of year) of anglers to the 
waterside, who were not altogether unrewarded for their energy. Rivers are 
so bright now that what is usually understood by the term winter-fishing is not 
tobe thought of, the only chance of success lying in using quite as fine tackle as 
would be used in smmmer, | 4 . p Thowa® Sooroe. 
Of course since this note was written it has rained “ cats and dogs.” 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BIRDSGROVE FISHING CLUB 
DERBYSHIRE. 


Tr above meeting was held at the Royal Oak, Clifton, on Saturday, December 
3rd, and was attended by seven members, and also by one of the riparian owners, 
Mr. F. Simpson, of Mayfield. Lunch was served at one o’clock, and afterwards 
the business of the meeting was proceeded to. The secretary, Mr. G. M. Bond, 
read letters of apology for non-attendance from most of the members, and 
stated that there was one resignation, and that consequently the numbers now 
stood at 25, which left five vacancies ; it was also to be regretted that the waters 
had been so little visited by the members during the past season, owing to the 
unexceptional dry weather. 

A resolution was unanimously carried that the present committee continue in 
office for the ensuing year. 

A vote of thanks was carried unanimously to the riparian owners who kindly 
allow the members of the club permission to fish on their water—viz., Messrs. 
Simpson Brothers, H. Wardle, M.P., W. Smith, of Clifton, Rev. A. Evill, M.A., 
and W. Thorley, jun. 

It was resolved that the opening day for trout be altered from March Ist to 
March 15th ; and it was also resolved that a list of the members and the names 
of the committee be printed and sent out with the rules. 

Afterwards a discussion took place as to the best method of increasing the 
stock of fish in the waters ; and it was decided to leave the matter in the hands 
of the committee. During the discussion it was stated that since the club had 
put a keeper on the water the quantity of trout and grayling for sale in 
Ashbourne had considerably diminished. 


There is a kind of saltwater-Trafalgar-square-affair going on at the mouth of 
the Tweed, the unemployed being represented by fishermen and the police by 
water-bailiffs. On Sunday, the 20th of November, ten bailiffs went to sea to 
search for illegal salmon nets. They captured four) one of which contained a 
salmon) and saw others ; but nineteen fishermen, some of whom were disguised 
and had their faces blackened, put off in their boats, upon which, yielding to 
superior numbers, the bailiffs gracefully retired. They managed, however, to 
identify nine of the fishermen, and on the 2nd of this month the nine were each 
fined £1 or fourteen days’ imprisonment for obstructing the water-bailiffs in 
the execution of their duty. Public feeling appears to run rather high in 
Berwick on the subject, for after leaving the Court the bailiffs were mobbed 
and had to take refuge in the Town Hall. What a lot our leading dailies would 
have made out of this affair had it only happened in the Emerald Isle. 

ae at ae ae 


Five salmon-fishing stations on the Tay, at Inchyra, were recently put up to 
auction. bree were unlet, and the remaining two realised £180. Last year 
the same stations were let for £849. 

* * * * * 

Mr. F. D. Vesey writes to the Cumbridge Chronicle to say that, after consulta- 
tion with various gentlemen residing in the neighbourhood of Huntingdon, he 
had arranged to call a meeting, at which the President of the Board of Conser- 
vators for the Ouse and Nene Fishery District (the Earl of Sandwich) had con- 
sented to preside, to form a Fishing Association for the parishes of ‘Godman- 
chester, Brampton, Huntingdon, Hartford, and Wyton. The association was to 
haye been supported by voluntary subscriptions from residents in the district, 
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mrsii@tiovas ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— |; 
AWAREBDS. ° I] WW es ° 4 
funded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not , 
a gra eaniea satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. Ne 


ee They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
: Authorities. 


serene rane Rs 
SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY PO$T. 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ x eae imp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs, D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends ies har arin oo ier Parag anes on Pet 30 much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was'two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” 


Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 





R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the Iuprovep ‘AcMn’ Line last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—May, 1885, ‘“ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Chotmondeley-Pennell’s Mew Patent *‘Whip'ash” Taper are now Soely Manufactured by us. 
1 Metal Centre, Price 240. and 3d. per yare. 


BE “INDESTRUCT BE” 8 an -PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price in the market, Price 1s. 3d. and Is. .6d, per score yards, 
THE SINDESTRUCTIBIGY 6 ng TES OF ALL THH ABOVEGFREE PWR) POST (O° ANY, | ADDRESS, 


You HAVE 40T HOLD OF AN Al 


With and without 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 
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R GOOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST "['H) A the World Produces 


ROP &% 
AT Js. A POOND. 


4. 


Magnificent THAS at 2s, and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 
Choice Black Teas at is. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 

CHIEF OFFICE—5O, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDIE, 


BRANC'’ ESTABLISHMENTS: 


68, BISHOPSGATS STREET WITHIN, E.C.; 35, STRAND .near Charing 


Cross), W.C ; 268, REGENT OIROUS, W.; 21 WHESTBOUENE 
534, HIGH HOLBORN, W.7., LONDON. 
ENT, BRIGHTON, 
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HOWIETOUN FISHERY, 


STIRLING, N.B. 





SEND FOR PRICE LIST 02 


Ova, Fry, Yearling, and Two-Year-Old Fario 
Levenensis and Fontinalis, to 


J. R. GUY, Secretary, 
WIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, N.B. 


RPROOFS. 


LIVERY SERVANTS’ WATER- 
PROOFS & DRIVING RUGS, 
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VATE 


Improved Riding & Huat- 
ing Waterproof. 


Comp'ete with LEGGINGS AND VALItSH. 
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THE MOST USEFUL, HUALTHY, AND DJBABLE 
WATERPROOF GARMENT 


For all-round Purposes, 
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Weaso make a Cuat with the 


Cipe Detachadle. Ventilated “ 

u ee Eee : wens 48, 59, 52, 54, 56in. long. 
Very Iarge and Choice Selec- TO FIT GENTLEMEN 

tion. . Patterns and Prices on 5ft. bin, bit. 7in., 5ft.9in,  5ft.1lin, 6’t. lin. 

application. 44s. 6d. 46s. 472. 6d. 49e. 502. 6d. 
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2 Oh mm Ay Be i 2 : 
COM sANREReAM 


2° a 
i. Pome 
fe 4 a2 En UN +e 


I 
Works: BOW ROAD EB. And at 9&@ 















RES 





PRICHS FOR RELIABLE QUALITY: 


STATE HSIGH!S AND SIZE ROUND CHEST. 


| & ANDERSEN, 


10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 
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DRIVIN} CAP WITH TALMA SLEEVES. 

These Uapes are cut very fu)l in the skirt, so as to fall 
over the kuee apron i frout and back rail behind. 

Prices for Good Quality Drab Rubber. 

40 42 46 inches long. 

To fit 5fc.5in., 5’t. 7in, 5ft. llin, men. 

Y/ 1/ 


I 3/- 5/- 
FOOTMEN’S AND GROOMS’ COATS, 
8 60 























Made 33, 35, and é7in. long. 
Prices Complete for Stock Sizes. 
Made of Double Texture Gossamer,. 50s. 0d. 
Made of Saper Tweed to Check Lining 65s. (d. 


44 
5ft. 9in., 


Separately. ; 
CARS igns ates soit aha . 35s. and 47s. 6d. 4 52 54 56in. long 
THIGH KNB LEGGINGS, 122. 6d. & 17r. G1. To fit 5ft, 5ia, 5ft.7in, 5ft. 9in, 5ft.1lin, 6ft. lim. men. 
SADDLY VALISES ...... 006 42, to 7s. 25/- 26/6 28/- 29/6 31/- 
5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT FOR CASH. 


THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 


37, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.%, 
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CHAS. FARLOW ®& CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 
THE SUN NOTTINGHAM WINCH, 


With ADJUSTABLE CHECK, 


NEW COLLAPSING LINE DRIER. 


Regd. No. 79,016. 





CLOSED. 


These Winches are made witb a metal rim 
on the jnside of baek plate, and also metal 
inner reyolvipg plate, which prevents all 


A machine for effectually drying lines when wet 
Made so that the air passes freely through to every 
a se Dn | i portion of the line, and so dries and preserves it. 
possibility of warping cr Sticking, without Each winder is fitted with a screw clamp, so that 
acding any perceptible weigh’. it may be screwed to any table. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 





Ue in DH NTS. 
+44 
(N.B,—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ” Putney, 
45 f Hammersmith, 
50 , Barnes, 

Add 55 ” Kew. 
75 x Richmond, 
80 7 Twickenham, 
85 - Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON DRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, December 10 - oe 9.16 ati yee 9.53 
Sunday, ay 11 Bo hie 10.28 ee ase 11.0 
Monday, Pot? sagt bee bees 187100 
Tuesday, : 13 wae te 12.1 ve cca 12.27 
Wednesday, re 14 oes ase 12.53 ae as 1.19 
Thursday, +3 15 see aay 1.44 as gee 2.8 
Friday, $5 16 aro ae 232 - act 2.55 


Ge River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to ths 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The river appears to be in good condition for angling, but there is the old com- 
plaint amongst the fishermen—the anglers do not come down to support them ; and 
}f the reports are brief, it entirely arises from that circumstance, It will be a 
source ot much satisfaction to these men to have something to do to help them toa 
Christmas dinner, as without it they have a very sorry chance to participate in the 
festivities of the season. In the report from the tidal district there is a statement 
that on one day—and there will be no difficulty in guessing which day it was—no 
fewer than eighty anglers were fishing from the banks, and nearly all of them were 
Jn an examination of their takes at the end of the day it is 
officially remarked—* Not one undersized fish was found amongst the entire lot.” 
This is very satisfactory, and must negative those assumptions which are occasion- 
ally made as to the destruction of unsizeable fish by bank and punt anglers, Some 
of ihe cans of fish which have been taken by the fishermen to the railway-station 
have undergone examination, and have been found satisfactory—perhaps, four or 
six just under the size have been detected out of a hundred fish, The water in this 
portion of the river is in fine condition, and about summer level, ‘There is a report 
from Sunbury which is not satisfactory. ‘wo fine trout, weighing respectively 7lb. 
and 91b., have been picked up close to the weir on Sunday last partly eaten by an 
otter. This is much to be regretted. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicuMonpD.—Christopher Brown, in one day, 12lb. weight of dace; and H. 
Howard, in two days, 20lb. 

TWICKENHAM,—George Coxen, in two days, twelve and a half dozen of roach and 
dac>, John Coxen, jun., in one day and two half-days, 22lb, Richard Coxen, in five 
days, 70lb. J. Dunn, in two days, twelve dozen, J. Dobbin, in one and a half days, 
22lb, HH. Finch, in three half-days, six dozen of dace and five bream. John Frost, 
in two days, 24lb, Pert Hammerton, in one day, 9}lb, Richard Moffatt, in one day, 
five dozen, Henry Spiers, in two days, 18lb, John Spong, in three days, 45)b, and 








three bream. F. Wiggins, in one day with Mr. Harrison and Mr. Burton, of 
Shepherd’s Bush, 20lb.; and another one and a half days, 18]b. 

TEDDINGTON.—B, Stevens, in two days, 60lb. of bream and one jack. 
Baldwin, in three days, sixteen dozen of roach and dace, 
one day, two bream and one jack. 

Kine@ston.—The only report to hand is that of a gentleman fishing in a private 
boat, and getting two dozen of roach. 

Hampton Court.—William Milbourne says :—‘‘Thomas Wheeler, in one day, 
got four jack ; John Smith, a jack of 5lb,; and T. Milbourne, in two days, seven 
dozen of dace. The water is now in good condition for all fishing, but no one comes 
to go out. It is the worst season for employment I have ever known since I have 
been a fisherman.” 

SunBuRyY.—A gentleman fishing in a private boat, two dozen of roach. 

WALTON,-—Mr. Alderson, with George Hone, jun., in one day, five bream jand-one 
dozen of roach. Mr. Wheatley, from the bank, Mr, Burchett, and another gentle- 
man, one jack each. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Mr. Bristowe, with H. Curr, two brace of jack. 

PENTON Hoox,—Mr. Harris and friend, two jack, the largest 6lb., and there have 
been the following takes from the bank: A gentleman,a jack of 411b.; another 
gentleman, one of 3$lb. ; and Mr. Clarke, of the White Lion, Staines, one of 341b. 

STAINES.—John Keene, jun., in four days, sixteen dozen of roach, eighteen chub, 
ae lige his best day’s fishing being with Mr. Price, and taking 42lb, of roach 
and chub, 


Joseph 
A gentleman in a punt, 





UPPER THAMES. 


The uncomfortable weather seems to have deterred anglers from visiting their 
usual happy hunting waters. Considering that the river for some time past has 
been in excellent condition for any class of winter fishing, it seems a crying pity 
that anglers have not taken advantage of the golden chance of sport, for later on 
we may have deterrent frosts and snow, and in every probability a flood, for as I 
write the river is steadily rising, and the continuous rains are not likely to “ take 
the rise” out of it. The “ braves” who have gone on the war-path in the Windsor 
and Clewer districts have been rewarded with jack and roach, the latter fish being 
of excellent size. From Bray I have the following items :—Dec. 3rd, Mr. De 
Perrin, two jack, 3lb. and 41b. respectively, and the following day two more 
jack of 43lb. and 3lb,, the latter beastie being returned. Dec. 4th, Ned 
Andrews, with the Messrs. Kennaway, two jack, 64lb. and 41b.; W. Morris, with 
Mr. Saunders, one jack, 3$lb. Dec. 5th, Mr. Nicholson, with H. Wilder, brought 
several fish to their would-be bitter bier; but the bitterness was taken away from 
the fish, as they were returned to mother water. H. Wilder, sen., on Saturday, 
turned into the new Bray weir pool, as a starter, a contribution of 200 fine young 
trout. This pool isnow by maay considered the finest on the Thames for trout- 
fishing, as there is nothing in it to break the tackle—ercept fish. At Marlow and 
Henley fair bags of fish have been had, but nothing of very great import as to 
calibre. Thursday night: “The rain it raineth every day,” and, by gorra! every 
night also, The river is mending rapidly, and in that case I hope it will soon be 
naughty again. As it is, however, it is in very good order so far, and anglers should 
at once try their ’prentice as well as experienced hands.—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 


Frost one day, mild the next, and now rain; that is the weather we have been 
treated to the past week, and the fish are as fickle, though I must say I have hada 
run with jack each time going out. The chub feed well. On the 4th, four runs 
with jack ; on the 7th, two jack; to-day, one jack.—G. LUMSDEN. 

The water is in good order at present for all-round fishing. Have only had two 
days this week with patrons, but have not had much luck—one jack one day, 241b., 
and next day six chub, but not very large. Hope to see more patrons.—JAMES 
HOARE, 

Thames (Goring). 

Water in good order for jack, perch, and chub, jack coming on better. Out on 
the 4th, with a gentleman, and took five jack, all good fish, largest jack 101b. Out 
for half a day on Wednesday, took two jack and lost two. Chub taking very well, 
20lb, taken here on the 4th. JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Tylehurst). 


Frost, hail, rain—in fact, weather of every description during the past week ; but 
the river has been in fine condition. Pike, perch, &c., well on the feed, although 
none have been taken worth recording as to size, with the exception of one 
12%lb. pike. Young Joe Keel has plenty of accommodation within half a mile of 
the Roebuck Hotel, Tylehurst ; and J, Keel, sen., at Caversham Bridge, Reading.— 
FRANK GOSDEN, 

Thames (Windsor). 

From an angler’s point of view the upper reaches of the Thames are charming in 
the extreme just now, as beyond an cccasional barge or ballast-boat, there is nothing 
to disturb him; he may sit all day, as I did recently, without a boat passing. 
Under such circumstances, and with a capital water for all-round angling, it is sur- 
prising so many anglers allow the cold to keep them from their favourite pastime, 
As anticipated in my last, chub are ina feeding humour ; Mr. Ross, jun. (of Windsor), 
and myself tried them on the Ist inst, and though unfortunately losing the first 
three fish, managed to take six with greaves and cheese, the best brace going 341b., 
preferring the latter bait. Lumsden, of Datchet, also gave them a trial one day 
jast week, and took nine nice fish. The water and weather could not be better for 
chub and jack ; but very few anglers have tried the latter, though several have been 
caught, Mr. H. Stinton, of Eton, having one of 61b., Mr. Stevenson one of 7lb,, and 
Mr. Sheppard one of 7lb. Roach and dace are still in a biting humour; but good 
ground-bait and the finest tackle must be used toensure a fair basket, the water 
being extremely clear.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE, Dee, 7. 





} Ancholme (Caistor). d 

Fishing is at a standstill ; but 1 am glad to say the stocking project is going on 
most satisfactorily, so far as Hull and Brigg are concerned. It I could only say 
as much for Sheffield, it would leave little to be desired. Mr. Greensmith informs 
me that the Hand-in-Hand Club, of Hull, has contributed no less than four guineas. 
As the number of members in this club is limited to 50, it will give your readers an 
idea of what jolly good fellows they are. This good example is now likely to be 
followed by other Hull clubs. If one of the Sheffield clubs would only set a similaa 
good example, it would be as contagious there as itis likely to be at Hall. It is 
quite difficult to obtain rudd ; but if the weather is at all favourable some waters 
will be netted for them this week. The promoters have been offered some still finer 
tench this week—fish that run well up to 1lb. in weight and a foot in length.— 
THomAS Forp. 

Berwick-on-T weed. ; 

We have had lively times of it here with rows with the bailiffs and the poacters. 
First a melée on the Tweed, during which shots were fired by the bailiffs, and 
injuries received on both sides, requiring the assistance of the doctors. Second, 
another affray at Spital, concerning some poachers’ nets washed ashore on the 
peach, an open knife having been drawn (it is alleged) by the youth; the bailiffs 
cracked his pate with a baton. Thirdly, a case of threatening the bailiffs on the sea 
by Greensus fishermen (with their faces blackened), to such an extent as to daunt 
the ten bailiffs, who beat a retreat to avoid a serious encounter. in all cases the 
parties were fined, In the latter case nine fishermen were fined £1 each. At the end of 
the trial the mob hooted the Tweed Commissioners’ bailiffs, who had to take refuge in the 
Town-hall, and were again pursued to the river, where there was some stone-throwing. 
So altogether the magistrates and lawyers have had a busy time. There is still a 
case of alleged illegal fishing on the Whitadder to come off. A fishmonger is 
charged with fishing with “a rake hook,” Cases of a similar character have been 
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tried, and the prosecutions have failed, in one case by a “ fluke ”—i.e., an unguarded 
admittance by the prosecutors as to the description of the hook. In other words, it 
was successfully contended that a “rake hook” was not a rake hook, because it was 
“a salmon hook,” although the bailiff set forth that a salmon hook could be used 
as “a rake hook.” In a small town such as this public opinion weighs more than it 
ought in the administration of the law, and the decisions of the local authorities 


are of little value as criterions of settlements—that is, they cannot be quoted as 


final and authoritative cases.—J. J, HILLS. 
Chichester. 


The weather may be suitable for indoor amusements, but for outdoor sports it is 
far from agreeable, We have experienced jsharp frosts, hail, snow, and rain—very 
much rain—during the past week. The tidal rivers, which were fining down, are 
now again clouded, and anglers will find it a hopeless task endeavouring to find 
sport in most districts. Chichester Canal is in good order, and almost bank high, 
The record for the week has been a few roach and bream, anda small pike. I hear 
of breaks away at the basin by heavy fish, Nothing spoils sport more than losinga 
fish ; it is seldom another touch is to be had. The pike fishermen here take matters 
easily at the basin—live baits are thrown out, and an adjournment made to the 
waterside inn, where, in this execrable weather, the angler can enjoy his pipe and 
refreshment by the fireside, and watch his floats from the window ; a case of fishing 
made easy. Rain has fallen heavily the past 24 hours, and, asI write this (Thursday 
evening) there are no signs of its cessation.—G. F. SALTER. 

Idle (Notts). mc. 

Practically angling is at an end for a few days on the water of this district. The 
snowfall has not been very heavy; but though it has laid, a good deal of rain has 
mixed with it and gone into the soil. If it melts with rain, as it seems likely to do, 
it will improve the condition of the water materially for winter angling. The 
stream sadly wants a flush, and it may now get it. Sport is nil, with but poor 
prospects for next week,—L., Dec, 8th. , 

Ilfracombe. : 

Sea fishing during the week has been very slack, the weather being so unsettled 
renders it unsafe for the boats to venture to the fishing grounds. However, amateurs 
fishing from various places, such as the pier, Capstone Parade, and Hele Stone have 
had some very good sport. Thomas Lovering, while fishing off Birdenhole, secured 
a perfectly black conger weighing about 20Ib. It is the first of that colour that has 
been caught for a number of years. 
to catch them, Wind §,8,W.—E. ComER. 

Lake District. f 

The rivers are now full, and we are having the first real touches of winter. ‘The 
water has brought the fish up in very considerable numbers, and salmon are still 
running, Most of the trout have not stayed long upon the spawning beds, and now 
numbers are making back, There is talk in the district of lengthening the season 
for salmon, and curtailing that for char—both of which changes will be acceptable 
to all honest fishermen. No disease is perceptible among the salmon that are spawn- 
ing, nor among trout ; and now that the char have left the redds, everyone agrees 
that this season has been the most successful one for years. The high waters at 
present prevailing are very acceptable to the watchers, as just now they are hard 
worked, and a flood is the best possible means of preventing poaching,—HPHEMER#, 


Dec, 8. 
Lea (Tottenham). 

The water is incapital order, but anglers are few. Mr. Creffield, on Saturday, 
fishing the lower pool, took one sizeable jack. Monday was a day of sunshine, and 
it was quite a sight to see the thousands of small fry disporting on the. surface of 
the water. One angler put his fly-rod together and went whipping for dace, and 
succeeded in taking afew. The big jack in-the lower pool will have to keep his 
“ weather eye” open, for two youthful anglers have determined to do him to death. 
With some old bricks that lay handy they have erected a shelter into which, while 
waiting for a bite from Mr. Jack, they can retire and take a bite themselves, 
screened from the biting wind. That they do not expect an early surrender on the 
part of his pikeship is evident by the store of coke and wood they are accumulating 
at the entrance to their shelter.—HACKLES RED. 


Leicester, 

Angling has been remarkably quiet this week; but the reason is apparent, and 
must be attributed to the unsuitable and frequently varying weather of late, At 
the early part of the week the cold rains interfered with the comfort of fishermen 
to a very great extent, and on Wednesday morning the ground was covered with a 
downfall of snow. The few anglers who have been out have paid most attention to 
pike-fishing, and a few good fish were landed. Mr, J. Jarvis had a good brace from the 
Parting Pool at Aylestone, the best fish weighing over 5lb. Messrs. Pratt and Ryde 
were to the fore with acapital take of roach and perch ; butit was only in the most 
sheltered parts of the Aylestone stream that fishing could be indulged in, On Thurs- 
day rain fell incessantly, and soon obliterated all traces of the recent snowfall. 
Only a few anglers were out, The waters will be in a good condition when the snow- 
water has got out,—ALERT, 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


The weather and water are much against fishing, as to-day it is very rough and wet. 
As regards the colour of the water, it is just right, and should we get amore settled 
wind, I feel sure we shall get fish, Mr, Wainwright, although the water was very 
thick last Monday, had the good fortune to take three very nice jack. Mr, Griffith 
was out with him the same day, fishing for roach, and had five dozen, but most of 
them were but sizeable—one very fine dace. Since then the water has cleared, and 
Mr. Woodman, of Kensington, yesterday landed eight jack, five of them nice fish ; 
the other three, although sizeable, were put back by myself, at his request. Apart 
from fishing, I wish to mention we have been visited with great quantities of red- 
necked ducks ; they are very handsome birds, I have shot several, and have had ex- 
cellent sport with widgeon and teal,—A, C, CRITCHFIELD, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams have altered a little since last week, owing to the downfall of snow 
and rain; the waters have risen a little, but are not coloured, and are in good order 
for grayling. But few gentlemen have visited either river, the weather being so 
cold. A few good grayling have been caught with the grasshopper and with the 
maggot. Fly-fishing is at a standstill at present. The Pinsley is clear and in good 
order for fishing, but few anglers have been on its banks of late-—GWYNNE, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The water is still in fair condition, but the weather is very changeable, which 
prevents many from venturing to try their luck. Iwas out in the afternoon of the 
1st for an hour, and had one run, and after playing the fish for a considerable time, 
which was a lively one, showing some good sport, it leaped right out of the water 
and got my two floats fast at the end of my rod, which prevented me from letting 
him run with the line. Thinking I wasin a queer fix—and so I was, for all the 
strain lay at the end of the rod and line to the fish, and if it had not been well 
hooked, and good tackle, it must have broke away ; but I managed to get it safe 
into the boat, which turned out to be one of 131b, 80z., anda splendid fish, too, for 
I don’t know that I ever saw a prettier conditioned one in my life, nor one prettier 
marked. Iwas out on the 2nd, and landed three, the largest 41b. 50z., the other two 
Sp ceal ; but the remainder of the week the weather has not been very good.— 

. Rout, 

Severn and Teme (Worcestershire). 

Last week Messrs. B. Smith and J. Davis had splendid baskets of grayling and 
chub (fishing in the upper Teme), Mr. C. Bullock also had a nice dish, This week 
I have not heard of anyone risking himself near either of our streams, snow and 
rain haying been a great drawback. My reason in sending you this river report, 
Mr, Editor, is to call our old friend, Mr. H, Harp, of Kidderminster, to action, and to 
ask him to take up again that rusty pen, and give us some more of his 
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useful river reports. Now, my friend Earp, where is the promise you made me 
when at Kidderminster on the 15th and 16th ult.? I kept my word. Itold youl 
should give you a leg-up if you did not write, The first meeting of the Worcester 
United Anglers’ Association since the supper will be held on Thursday next. The 
FIsHING GAZETTE is extensively read in Worcestershire.—A. LACROIX, Dec. 8. 


Severn and Teme (Worcester), : 
Cold winds and snow, rain and sleet, together witha little sunshine. In fact, fish- 


ing is out of the question except for pike, and but few are tempted out now to fish for 
the wolf of the fresh water. I may say that lately great quantities of salmon have 
run up both rivers, and there are many samlets up stream ready to descend to sea. 
The anglers of the Midlands, I am glad to inform your readers, are now formed 
under one head for the purpose of carrying out any improvement that may come 
before them for either club or all united. There are many things to alter yet—one 
I hope is not far off, that is, an alteration in the fence months for trout, You-can 
now take trout on the 2nd February until the 30th of September. I say trout taken 
in October as a rule are in fine condition, and those taken in February and March 
are wasters ; then why not goin for an alteration, say, from the 1st April until the 
1st November ?—J. A, GRIFFIN. 
Severn (Shrewsbury). 


As may be expected in accordance with the lateness of the season, angling newsis 
very scarce, and none but very hardy and enthusiastic sportsmen are to be seen on 
the river bank. Still,there are one or two captures to hand, amongst them being 
one of the best pike taken in the district for some length of time, this turning the 
scale at 11lb. 1t was captured by Mr. Geo. Phillips, of Castle Fields, Shrewsbury,and 
measured 28in. in length, being insplendid condition. The successfulangler secured 
his prize with very little trouble, and without the assistance of a landing net bring- 
ing it.to the bank in about five minutes, Mr. Phillips fortunately having some 
exceedingly strong tackle, An explanation of the query where the samlets go 
to may be given from the fact that there were no less than thirteen salmon-fry 
found in the fish’s capacious throat, not one of which was in the least decomposed, 
and they seemed to have been freshly gorged. Last week Mr. O’Neal took three 
perch, averaging }lb, each, in Beck’s Field, bottom-fishing with the worm, Would 
any of your numerous readers, Mr. Editor, kindly inform me of the reason of the 
decrease in the salmon fishery in this district of late years? I believe there are 
only a very few salmon-netting licenses issued every season, and these scarcely pay 
their holders. In looking over some old newspaper files of about 40 years back, I 
find that many splendid salmon were annually taken ; but now there is scarcely a 
fish finds its way so far up the river.—PISCATOR. 


Teme (Ludlow). 

The water is clear and a nice height for grayling fishing. Rain and snow have 
fallen in this part, but have not altered the rivers. The weather has been very cold, 
and only a few anglers have been on the banks. The baits used with success are the 
grasshopper and the maggot, and a few nice lots taken at the latter end of last week, 
and on Monday a few gentlemen have fished for pike, and good sport has been had, 
Some fish caught have scaled over 8lb, each. The Clun, Corve, and Ony are all in 
fishing order, but little done in them.—S, LuDLOw. ‘ 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this part is clearand in good fishing order, but few fishermen have 
been out this week, owing to the cold weather and the falls of snow and rain which 
visited this part at the beginning of the week. Grayling during the day have been 
taking the maggot and grasshopper, and a few nice lots have been landed. No fly- 
fishing done. The Kyre and Rea are clear; fishing in them very quiet,— 


WORCESTER, 
Trent (Nottingham). 


The river still keeps remarkably low and clear, and the sport met with is chiefly 
amongst pike and chub. On Monday, Mr. Weston, of Beeston, had a few nice pike 
from Weston, and on the same day, Mr. H. Sheppard, of the Nottingham Alexandra 
Association, caught two very good fish in the backwater at Shelford, which is now 
strictly preserved by a party of Nottingham gentlemen. Mr. A, West, of Hyson 
Green, took, on the 3rd inst. a dozen handsome perch below the Fleam mouth at 
King’s Mills, A fair quantity of chub has succumbed to pith and brains in the 
Rolleston and Fiskerton lengths. 
al and dace, and bream-fishing is at an absolute standstill—THs MAN AT THE 

LUBS. 


Trent (Gainsborough and District). 


The river remains low and clear, and in capital trim for roach-fishing with fine 
tackle—say, a No, 15;hook on fine-drawn gut fly casts, These conditions, Iam happy 
to say, do not suit the beam-netters. Few eels have been taken during the week, 
and the destruction of scale fish has been considerably less, the brightness of the 
water enabling them to steer clear of these obnoxious nets. I had a good day 
amongst the roach on Saturday with maggots, securing some very fine specimens, 
and putting several smaller ones back. I intended to weigh my catch, but parted 
with it on the way home. A few pike have been had, but nothing of a size worth 
chronicling. We had rain on Tuesday, aud a heavy fall of snow on Wednesday.— 
FRANK THORPE, Dec. 8. 

Waveney (Beccles). 


A slight improvement has taken place since last week, and a few better fish have 
been captured, the direction of the sport being for the most part up river and 
between the two locks. Mr. Hubbard, of Ellingham, had two hours’ good sport, 
landing six pike, three of which weighed respectively 51b., 6lb., and 7lb., and three 
others about 3lb. each. Mr. George West, of Bungay, had one fish of about 45lb. ; 
and Mr. Oldham one fish of about same weight. Some good fish have also been 
taken near Dumburgh Hills, one of which weighed 7lb, Prospects are this week 
better, and with the few sharp frosts we have had will have undoubtedly a good 
effect, and result in larger takes, which, should they come to your humble servant's 
ears, shall be duly chronicled in your next issue, Wind this morning S8,f,—A 
WAVENEY ANGLER, ; 


Witham. 


The snowstorm of Tuesday put an end to successful angling on the Witham and 


kindred waters, and, as a consequence, there is next to nothing to report, The weather 
this evening is giving signs of a thaw and break-up, but some days will elapse before 
the snow-water has floated away. Before the storm a few fish had been taken, chiefly 
pike, but odd takes of roach were got on the upper stream and the Fossdyke. One 
or two takes of chub were landed, but on the whole there is nothing of interest in 
any of them,—L,, Dee. 8, > 

Yore (Hawes). 

The Yore has beenina state of fresh for several days, and to-day there is every 
appearance of a flood, The weather has been too blustering for angling, and I do 
not hear of anything being done. Owing to the fresh waters, trout have travelled 
freely, and every day a fresh run of fish has found its way into the breeding becks. 
Such quantities of trout as have been up this breeding time have not been seen for 
many years; in fact, it almost seems “that all the trout for miles down the 
water have pushed as far as possible forward.” But Iam afraid many of the fish 
have found their way too far up, and ifa dry season follows, much spawn will be 
lost. A syke running by Ryp House has been visited by hundreds of fish, and, 
unfortunately, the rill dries up, even in a moderately drysummer, The next trout 
season is opened, according to the Board of Conservators, on the 15th of March and 
closes on the 10th of ‘October. I agree with the opening, and, with scores of 
anglers in this district, object to the season being extended a single day beyond the 
1st of October, as even at the latter date our fish are heavy with spawn—and in 
fact, in the fell becks are sometimes in the redd. Experience shows that trout are 
more forward to spawn near the head of river, and later in getting into condition in 
the spring. That this should be so is very natural, for were the fish not to spawn 
earlier, many years they would never spawn at all, for they would be frozen up. I 
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do not mean the fish would be ice-bound, but the water of our mountain streams 
freezes in the streams from the bottom, and so the fish would not be able to reach 
the gravel at all. I hear there are some anglers agitating to close the season for all 
fishing on the Ist of Ootober—i.z., to put a stop to grayling-fishing. I need hardly 
say they are not grayling anglers. The reason they give is that the grayling is 
taken all the year through—and no doubt he is by some—and, therefore, there is no 
reason why he should not have a rest as well as the trout. I will not enter into 
this question at present, but I cannot help thinking, if these parties were to go in 
for a season’s grayling-fishing, they would come to the same conclusion that I 
pa oo wk trout-fishing is a tame game compared to winter grayling-fishing.— 

eS A 





ANGLING RIGHTS IN THE RIVER THAMES. 
QUEEN’s BeNcu Dtvisron.—Tunspay. 
(Before the Lord Chief Justice and a Special Jury.) 
BLOUNT V. LAYARD. 


THIS was an action of trespass, and involved an important question as to the 
right of the public to fish in the Thames above the tidal waters. The defendant 
denied that the plaintiff was possessed of the, fishery in question. He admitted 
that at the time alleged he fished in the river, and took and carried away fish 
therefrom by angling from a punt floating in the stream, but not in any other 
manner. 

Mr. Jeune and Mr. Stuart Moore appeared for the 
Q.C., and Mr. W. Phipson for the defendant. 

In his opening, Mr. Jeune said the real question was as to the title of the 
plaintiff, Mr. John Darell Blount, to a certain fishery in the Thames. Mr. Blount 
was the owner of the estate of Mapledurham, a little above Reading, which con- 
sisted of two manors in Oxfordshire—Mapledurham Gurney, and Mapledurham 
Chancey, which had been in the possession of his family for centuries. The 
estate extended for 3} miles along the banks of the Thames, and Mr. Blount 
claimed the exclusive right of fishery in the river, not asa franchise, but b 
virtue of his property—that was to say, that he claimed the actual soil of the 
river, which carried with it the right to catch fish. His case did not differ from 
that of a great many other riparian owners on the banks of the Thames, except 
in one respect. As a general rule, when there were different owners on each 
side of a river which, though navigable by the public, was not tidal, each owner 
owned the bed of the river tothe middle of the stream, but for a part of the 
Thames Mr, Blount owned the whole bed from }bank to bank, as the opposite 
bank was the boundary of his manor. For another part he owned the soil only 
to the middle of the stream. The defendant, Mr. John Granville Layard, desired 
to challenge Mr. Blount’s right, and in order to do so he committed a technical 
trespass, and no complaint was made as to his mode of raising the question. 
Tf Mr. Layard had asked permission to fish, Mr. Blount would have given him 
or anybody else such permission, but Mr. Layard wished to stand upon what 
he conceived to be his strict rights, and to put Mr. Blount to strict proof of 
his title. 

The Lord Chief Justice: Are there any fish at the place? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Jeune : Mr. Layard admits by his pleadings that he took and carried away 
a fish. 

The Lord Chief Justice: Oh! That is worth fighting about. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Jeune: Part of the fishery is under lease from Mr. Blount at this 
moment, ata rent of £75 a year, and I believe, if you only know the right 
places, a good deal of fish can be caught. The learned counsel went on to say 
that the right to this fishery could be traced back to the time of the Conquest, 
and that at later periods it was held in connection with the manor, and was 
considered to be of considerable value. There was a very complete series of 
ancient documents held by the Blount family that the fishery had been granted 
and leased from time to time by the lords of the manors to different persons, 
one grant being as early as 1279. The learned counsel said that there was a 
concurrence of authority in support of his contention on behalf of the plaintiff, 
that where a river, although navigable, was not tidal, the ownership of the soil 
carried with it the ownership of the fishery, and that the public could not have 
a right to fish therein. 

The trial was adjourned. 

A great amount of documentary evidence from the muniments of the Blount 
family was given to prove that the right of the lords of these manors had existed 
and been recognised from very ancient times; that the two manors had 
remained in the possession of the Blount family from 1581 to the present time ; 
and that they had granted leases of parts of the fishery from that period up to 
the present day to different persons, at substantial yearly rents. 

The Lord Chief Justice said he should like to know what point the defendant 
raised upon these documents. 


plaintiff, and Mr. Philbrick, 


Mr. Philbrick said he failed to see how the leases could be evidence against, 


the defendant. 

The Lord Chief Justice : Do you set up a right on the part of the public to 
fish, or only the individual right of the defendant ? 

Mr. Philbrick : Iam not here to set up a general right on the part of the 
public. That is not alleged in the pleas. 

The Lord Chief Justice: You simply say to the plaintiff, Prove your title. 

Mr, Philbrick: Yes ; I admit that since 1581 the Blount family have held 
the united manors. 

The Lord Chief Justice ;: You cannot deny that lease of the fisheries has been 

ranted. 
PM. Philbrick : I am not careful to deny the leases ; but I rather think that 
the effect of the leases and grants is that the plaintiff has a certain right of 
fishing—a franchise of fishery—but not, as contended for, a right to the soil as 
covered by the waters. ety 

Mr. Moore said he was taken by surprise. The defendant asserted his right 
to go and fish wherever he liked in the river, and the plaintiff understood he 
came into court to try an alleged general right of the public to fish in this part 
of the river. The riparian owners were most anxious not to do anything to 
annoy the public. On the contrary, they were pleased to see them ; but they 
could not allow the public to take away their property. The riparian owners 
were ready, by means of an association or otherwise, to preserve and improve 
the fishing, and to allow anybody to fish who conducted himself decently. 

Mr. Philbrick said that by the pleadings no public right was claimed, and he 
was sorry he could not oblige his learned friend by raising such a question, All 
Mr. Layard said was that he had committed no trespass and infringed no right 
of property belonging to Mr. Blount. 

Further evidence of title was then given, and witnesses were called to prove 
that fishing in punts and boats had, by direction of the Blounts, been ordered 
off and had gone away. - : 

Lord Coleridge, in summing up,stated that the title to the manors and estates 
and fishery had been proved by a most plain and orderly sequence of undoubted 
documents. This was enough, no doubt, if there was nothing on the other side. 


The presumption was in favour of plaintiff's claim. Lease after lease of the 
fishery had been put in. 

The jury, after a short absence, stated that it was not likely that they would 
agree, and were discharged. The right, therefore, to exclude strangers from 
fishing in mid-stream with rod and line remains undecided. 


Se OT 





SHEFFIELD ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION AND THE ROD-TAX. 
(A Letter to the Editor of the Sheffield Daily Telegraph.) 


Srr,—A short time ago you published in your columns a letter from the Rev. 
H. Cafferata, of Gainsborough, advocating a rod license or tax for the taking 
of coarse fish, in which letter he promised to communicate further on the same 
subject. That communication I have anxiously waited for, but not yet seen it, 
as I wish to give the opinion of the Sheffield Anglers’ Association on the sub- 
ject. The Sheffield Anglers’ Association number upwards of 5,000 members ; 
but I am sorry to say that only about one-fifth of that number may be con- 
sidered anglers. The majority are men who join an angling club for the pur- 
pose of enjoying a day out when that particular club has its excursion. The 
Association thinks that to compel a man who only goes fishing one or perhaps 
two days in the year to pay a tax of 2s. 6d. would be a very great hardship. 
The “regular anglers,” as I may term them, would not object to pay for better 
preservation of fish wherever they went. Now, let us look how this license or 
rod-tax originated. A few persons in Boston, seeing the number of excur- 
sionists—I cannot call them anglers—that came to Boston, thought if they could 
get the waters about them under their control they would make rather a good 
thing of it; and, as it is generally said that “ Sheffielders spend their money 
like asses,” they thought they would get their waters preserved by the outside 
public, and their own fishing about free. The Witham Fishery Board has been 
formed nearly two years, and they have not yet attempted anything to improve 
the fishing. The only thing they have done is to apply to the Board of Trade 
to grant them power to issue licenses, which I think they would get. There 
are about eighteen other fishery boards, and it is only a natural supposition 
that if the power of granting licenses for the taking of coarse fish was given to the 
Witham Board, the others would ask for it. So that if a man fished in the 
Trent and the Witham he would have to take out a license for each water. But 
the Board of Trade has not the power to give them to issue licenses for the 
taking of coarse fish. The Witham Fishery Board will have to get a special Act 
passed to give them the power they ask for. I should like to see the member 
who would introduce such a Bill into the House of Commons, when there is at 
the present time a Bill to abolish all manorial rights of fishing in the various 
streams in the country, which Bill bears the name of the member for the Atter- 
cliffe Division of Sheffield on the back of it. The promoters of the Witham 
Board showed their greediness in grasping at such an extent of water that 
the Government Inspector of Fisheries when he came down to make inquiries 
told them that they were taking too much on themselves, and divided the 
waters they proposed taking into two districts—the Welland and the Witham. 
I do not know what reason they had to include the Upper Witham and the 
Fossdyke from Torksey to Lincoln, when those waters have been well preserved 
for 15 or 16 years by the Lincoln Angling Association, which association the 
§.A.A. has contributed to from almost the formation. 

If the promoters of the Witham Fishery Board will give their attention to 
the preservation of the Lower Witham, or a portion of it, they will find the 
Sheffield Anglers’ Association only too glad to give their support in such a cause. 
—Tuos. W. GuEst, Vice-President §,A.A. 








NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


(SPecraLLy compiled for the Fisuinc Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 


T. Kirker, of Belfast, for “Improvements in Fishing-rod Spike Fittings.” 

H. Fiercuer, of London, for “ Improvements in Bollards and Mooring Posts.” 

H. Liversey, of London, for “ Improvements in Anglers’ Spinning-tackle or 
other Natural or Artificial Bait.” 

A. Hiaeryson, of Liverpool, for “ Improvements in Direct-action Winches.” 





PIKE, PLEASURE, AND PLENTY.—A correspondent inquired last week where he 
could obtain good pike-fishing. If he is a jaded City man. or being blessed with 
means sufficient to go wherever his fancy listed, why not try Slapton Ley, South 
Devon, by G.W.R, train to Dartmouth, thence by road? Of good sport there is no 
doubt, and hardly any limit. For good living the locality is one which even an 
epicure might visit and cherish pleasant recollections on the tablets of his memory. 
If he be an angler-naturalist, the varieties of wild and sea-fowl on and near the 
Ley would interest him while fishing for pike, perch, eels, &e. And our friend 
would enjoy the satisfaction that in the meantime the cook at the Sands Hotel 
would be doing “his level best” for his especial behoof. If he be a gunner, 
and extends his stay ‘until the annual “shoot” of the fowl, he has only got 
to send in his card, and joinin thesport on the sands while Sir Lydston Newman, or his 
friends, fired away from boats inthe Ley. Devon poultryisas good as any in England, 
The prized red mullet might be dressed for our pike angler ; also the sole and Dart- 
mouth dab, and delicate whiting. He might indeed see miraculous draughts of 
herring or mackerel close by the sands. Does he enjoy grass-fed heifer or ox-beef, 
his appetite can be indulged in turn with Exmoor mutton, delicate veal, if not also 
house lamb and game and wild-fowl. And all washed down with “barley wine 
from the English Rhine.” Clotted cream and pure butter, with plum jam with his 
breakfast or tea, Should he be desirous of a little sea-fishing, or even a night with 
the long linesmen, or even a day with harriers, his wish can be gratified. Oh, 
potent pounds! And ope’ sesame silver! After his visit to the Ley he might 
linger about Old World Dartmouth, admire her gables, narrow streets, her ancient 
churches, and lovely river and harbour, all of which chirmed our Victoria, Queen 
of England, in other days.—RustTIcus, 


DuRine her recent visit to Balmoral, H.R.H. Princess Christian drew the Queen’s 
attention to the important work carried out upon the high seas by means of the 
Medical Mission vessels of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, of which her Royal 
Highness is a warm supporter. The Queen was so deeply interested in reading 
“Past and Present,” Mr. James Runciman’s illustrated pamphlet, descriptive of the 
Society’s operations, that she not only intimated to the Founder and Director her 
gracious approval and her consent to become the Patron of the Institution, but has, 
unsolicited, contributed a donation of £50 to the funds. 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Nervous Irritability.—No part of the human machine requires more con- 
stant supervision than the nervous system—for upon it cur health—and even life—depends. These 
Pills strengthen the nerves, and are the safest general purifiers of the blood. Nausea, headache, 
giddiness, numbness, and mental apathy yield to them, ‘They despatch in a summary manner those 
distressing dyspeptic symptoms, stomachic pains, fulness at the pit of the stomach, abdominal disten- 
sion, and regulate alike capricious appetites and confined bowels—the commonly accompanying signs 
of defective or diminished nerve tone. Holloway’s Pills are particularly recommended to persons of 
studious and sedentary habits who gradually fall into a nervous and irritable state, unless some such 
restorative be occasionally taken, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


beq to request Secretaries to post their’ Reports as early as possible. They 
Toul be eed ded “ Bditor Wyentsa Gazutre, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 
ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly committee meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday evening, December Sth, the vice-president, Mr. W. H. Beckett, in 
the chair. The minutes of the previous committee meeting having been read and 
confirmed, an animated discussion ensued on the pollution of rivers. Regular routine 
business was transacted, and the meeting closed at ten o’clock with a cordial vote of 
thanks to the chairman.—H. J, TIBBATTS. 

SouTHERN Diviston VisITIN@ List. 

The societies on this list were fairly represented at the St. George’s Angling 
Society on Monday, the 5th inst. The entertainments were decidedly successful, 
and the rarest good humour and hilarity prevailed. Thanking the representatives 
of the various societies who attended, and soliciting a continuance of their favours 
to the Second Surrey Angling Society, to whom the next visit is due, particulars 
will be duly announced.—JOHN SMITH, Visiting Officer. 

WESTERN District VisttTIN@ LIST. 

The next visit on this list will be paid to the Cambridge Friendly at the Rent 
Day, Cambridge-street, Hyde-park, on Monday next, December 12th, when I hope to 
see a good muster.—J. JENNINGS. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 6s, 10d. 
collected at the district visit of the Eustonian Angling Society._-G. GHURNEY, sec. 
ATHEN ZUM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special meeting of this society will be held on Wednesday next, December 14, 
when a paper will be read by Dr. F. W. Spurgin, on “The Wonders of Aquatic Life.” 
The chair will be taken by Kenneth Millican, Esq., B.A., &c-at8 o'clock precisely. 
The paper will be followed by discussion, after which numerous objects illustrative 
of the subject will be shown by aid of the microscope. The meeting on this occasion 
will take place at the Star and Garter, 33, St. Martin’s-lane, Charing-cross, W.C., 
and all anglers interested in the subject of the paper may be sure of a cordial 
welcome, Non-members having subjects of interest to bring under notice may 
submit them in writing (as briefly as possible) to the council of the society, when, 
if approved, they will be read and discussed at future meetings. Mr, T, Crumplen’s 
paper on “The Desirability of an Amendment of the Fishery Laws Relating to 
English Rivers” will be read in January next, Date and place will be duly 

announced.—T. P. CRUMPLEN, hon. sec. 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIHTY. 

Wednesday, December 7th, Mr. BR. L. Atchison, V.P., presiding. The minutes of 
the previous meeting were confirmed, and other business disposed of, After a 
discussion on roach-fishing, the proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to 
the chairman. December 4th, Mr. A. Young in the chair. There was a searcity 
of members and a ccarcity of fish. Are fresh-water fish schooled in cryptography ? 
If so, why not retain them to decipher the patent absurdity, Shakespeare . Bacon ? 
Replying to numerous correspondents, Ye Friars will shortly resume action as re- 
gards the Mundella Act referring to the close time for coarse fish— JOHN SMITH, 
hon, sec. 

PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Friday, the 2nd inst., Mr. S, Bryan presiding. ~ The minutes and cash a2counts for 
the previous week were duly passed and signed. Matters generally are quiet with 
us just now. On the 4th, Mr, J. Smith and Mr. H. Bryan weighed-in a few roach, Mr. 
S. Wertheim also being out.—J. DEPLIDGH, hon, sec. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

I have nothing very grand to report for the last month. Messrs. Ducker (roach), 
Brown, Avis, Sewell, Moodie, Robson, Ayling, and Dutton contributed to the show 
of roach, dace, and jack ; Mr. Dutton’s was the largest take for one day, Z1lb, 80z. 
of roach, and Mr, Sewell’s largest jack, 6lb. The other members brought up average 
shows. Members and friends are informed that the monthly concert for Dec, 14 
will not take place, in consequence of several of the members being engaged on that 
date; but it will be held on Jan. 10 as usual, when I hope to see a good muster. 
Members wishing to make up a sweepstake for Boxing-day are requested to attend 
on the 14th inst. for arrangements.—W. DUTTON, sec. 

BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

On the 4th, the members of the Brighton Anglers’ Association held a competition 
for three prizes of £1, 103., and 5s. in “ open waters.” There were eight competitors, 
namely, Messrs. G. Saunders (chairman), Martin (vice-chairman), Bryan, Beck, G. 
Lawrence, G. Batchelor, G. F. Stapleton, G. Paine, and C. Reeves, all of whom left 
Brighton by the 9.25 train for Barcombe and Isield. Although the weather was 
most enjoyable, the river Ouse was thick, and prevented good sport. On returning 
to Brighton the members adjourned to the Railway Inu, Surrey-street, the head- 
quarters, where the fish were weighed. There were only two prizes taken, the com- 
petition being subject to 


the Association’s rules as to deficiency in weight. Mr. 
Martin, who brought home a jack (weight 2lb. 5492.), secared the first prize, and 
the chairman, fora jack weighing 21b, 130z., secured the second priz2. Both the 
takings were angled at Barcombe. 
CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

Since my last report, the only members who have weighed-in have been Mr. Var- 
ney, who has had a few nice dace from the tideway, and Mr. Garratt, roach, 8;Lb. 
On Dec, 4th we had a roving match at the Rye House, with a very poor result, Mr. 
Grimaldi securing the first prize with a small jack, llb. 9oz., whilst the second fell 
to the lot of Mr. Varney, who had one reach, 80z., these being the only fish taken 
during the day.— JACKO. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS VISITING LIST. 

The monthly delegate meeting was held at the Star and Garter, St, Martin’s-lane, 
W.C., on Friday week last, Mr. C. A. Medcalf, president, in the chair. The minutes 
of the last meeting having been read and duly confirmed, Mr. Kelly reported that 
himself and Mr. Crumplen having duly examined the books of the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion, with a view to arrive at the proportionate amounts due on poth sides with 
reference to the waters rented by the Fisheries Society, the portion of the Central 
‘Association was found to be £7 1s. 9d., which was immediately paid, and for which 
Mr. Wade, secretary, held receipt. With regard to river preservation, it may be 
mentioned that a very favourable notice of the interest taken by the Central Asso- 
ciation in the work of the Thames Angling Preservation Society appears in the 
Blue Book of that society for the current year. A letter was read from Mr. 
Crumplen, inviting any of the delegates to the meeting of the Atheneum Angling 
Society on the 14th inst., when Dr. Spurgin’s paper will be read. A letter was also 
read from the secretary of the Sundial Angling Society with reference to the pro- 
posed competition in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, to take place in the 
Slough Canal on the 18th inst., the co-operation of the members of all societies 
being solicited on behalf of so worthy a cause. In response to invitation, Messrs. 
Medcalf, Kelly, Samuels, Atkins, and Wade volunteered their services, and will 
attend to render any help they can on that occasion. Mr. Medcalf reported that he 
had attended the visits to the Amicable Brothers and the Alliance, both of which 
were extremely successful, representatives from 24 clubs being present with the 
Amicable Brothers, arid 20 at the Alliance. The secretary has also attended the 
half-yearly supper of the North-Western Angling Club, as their guest, on behalf of 
the association. Great regret was expressed by the delegates on learning of the 
recent serious illness of their esteemed treasurer, Mr. Charles Hatfield, whom they 
sincerely and unanimously wished a speedy restoration to health. A hearty vote of 
thanks to the president and secretary, coupled with a mutual interchange of good 
wishes for all seasonable happiness, brought the meeting to a close. The testi- 
monial fund to Messrs, Murray and Fitch is making satisfactory progress, and 
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societies which have not already done so are requested to send in their subscription 
lists not later than January 2nd, 1888. 
CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. E. Beedell in the 
chair. Ordinary business was transacted, including the election of two new 
members. Catches reported :—Some fine roach taken by Mr. Smith ; Mr. Murray, 
two jack of 441b, and 641b.; Mr. Hicks, roach from the Ouse; a few minor catches, 
—Hrenry Howss, hon. sec. 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

‘A few of our members were out on the 4th inst., when some good roach and dace 
were weighed-in by the following :—Mr. F. Barrett, dace, 2lb. 10}0z.; Mr. Ball, 
roach, 1lb. 15$0z. ; Mr. Wilkins, roach, 2lb. 14oz.; Mr. A. Barrett, roach, 71b. 40%. ; 
Mr. Langton, 3lb. 10}0z.; and Mr. Abbott, roach. I have to inform members living 
at a distance that we intend paying a visit: to the Cambridge Friendly Angling 
Society, the Rent Day, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park, on Monday next, Dec, 12.— 


H, PALMER, sec. 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th inst., sixty-seven of our members fished for twenty-three Christmas 
prizes between the Rye House and Broxbourne; but the fish being dead-off, they 
could not be enticed to feed on anything we offered them, There were only three 
prizes taken—Mr. E. Holmes, 1; Mr. J. Smith, 2; Mr. Jones, 3. On the 6th there 
was a large attendance of members, when it was decided to fish off the remainder 
at Cheshunt on the 11th, trusting we shall be more fortunate; all to start by the 
nine o'clock train. All financial members allowed to compete, There were four 
new members enrolled.—R. MURPHY. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIBTY. 

The following members exhibited fish on the 4th inst. :—Messrs. 
roach, and dace; Green, roach ; and ilenrie, roach.—C, B. L. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Tuesday last, Mr. (reo Chambers in the chair, the routine 
business was quickly despatched. Amongst the correspondence a letter was read 
from Mr. J. M. Hartley, resigning (through pressure of other business) his position 
as one of the honorary secretaries ; the resignation was accepted, and a vote of 
thanks for past services passed 727. C02. The remainder of the evening was devoted 
to an extremely important discussion of an interesting paper by Mr. G. Hie Young 
on “The Pollution of Our Rivers,’ which appe1rs in another column, Mr. Chambers 
having to leave early through private business of a gad nature, was succeeded in the 
chair by Mr. C.S. Bentley, both these gentlemen receiving the thanks of the meet- 
ing for their services. Tt was announcel that on Tuesday evening next, com- 
mencing at 8 p.m., there would be a smoking concert ; as visitors ate invited, a 
large attendance is expected.—B. . 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner in connection with this society was held on Tuesday, November 
29, at the Royal Aquarium, Mr. J. E, Pretty presiding. Amongst those present were 
Messrs. C. H. Harrison, W. Johnson, W. EH. Sacret, W. Kirby, C. J. Barrett, T. E. 
Gunn (Norwich), J. J. Hant (Norwich), J. Jefferson (London) —Bacon (London), 
&e. The repast was supplied under the judicious superintendence of the lessee Ot 
the Aquarium (Mr. Nightingale) in his customary excellent style, and gave every 
satisfaction. The chairman read several letters from gentlemen who had been 


De Perran, jack, 


prevented through various causes from attending, and amongst them was Sir BE. . 


Birkbeck, M.P. (president of the society), Sir H. W. Tyler, M.P., the Mayor 
(R. Martins, Esq.), T. B. Steward, Esq., W. H. Brougham, Esq., J. Cadman, Esq. 
(chairman, Pride of Derby Angling Society), and others. A short toast list, inter- 
spersed with songs, &¢, was then proceeded with, the usual loyal and patriotic toasts 
being at the outset given from the chair, and duly honoured, The chairman next 
proposed the toast of the evening, “ Success to the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial 
Society,” and said that he had pleasure in being able to state that their 
society was in a more flourishing condition than at the corresponding period of last 
year, but he would leave the secretary (Mr. Kirby) to tell them more about that, 
coupling the toast with the name of that gentleman. Mr. Kirby, in responding, 
agreed with the chairman that the society was in a prosperous and flourishing con- 
dition, In the report presented in April last by the late secretary (Mr. Thirtle), 
there were 85 members upon the books, of which number nine were doubtful ; there- 
fore, they had only 76 reliable members at that time. At present their numbers had 
much increased, having at the present time upon the books 86 members, and he 
believed before the close of the financial year in April next he should be able to re- 
port 100 members belonging to the society. After referring to the new rules of the 
society, which had given every satisfaction, Mr. Kirby stated that the “ Fishing in 
Rivers Bill” introduced in the House of Commons by Mr. Broadhurst had been con- 
sidered by the society, and which had met with their approval. A deputation was 
selected, and had waited upon Mr, Broadhurst, who explained his views tojtheir 
complete satisfaction. Letters were written to the Parliamentary representatives of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, asking them to give their support to passing the Bill, They 
received a communication from their president (Sir E. Birkbeck), who remarked that 
the Bill would encounter strong opposition, because it was badly drafted. However, 
the Bill in due time came before the House of Commons, and on its second reading 
was blocked; but he understood that it was to be again brought forward in an 
amended form, when he hoped it will pass and become law, as it would at once 
settle the right of fishing oa the Heigham Sounds, and also op2n other waters in 
the neighbourhood. Under the auspices of the society six bottom matches had been 
held, There had been 146 entries, and 105 competitors had taken part in the com- 
petitions ; the fish caught in the whole of the matches weighed in all 2£51b, 20z., or 
an average of nearly 41)b. per match; the value of the prizes given amounted to 
£20 53, 6d. The successful competitors were—Messrs, Lowne, 1; Harrison, 2; 
Gunn, 3; J. J. Hunt, 4; W. Platt, ; W. Crowther, 6; De. Mitchell, Bayfield, 
Sacret, tied, 7; Pratt, Daniels, Kirby, tied, 8 ; Stuart, Chastney, Stercy, Pretty, tied, 
9; Harwood, Fullerton, tied, 10; and W. Hunt, 


Buckingham. tied, 11, Having 
given statistics as to fish caught at each match, and alluded to the com- 
mencament of the pike-fishing season, Mr. Kirby concluded by thanking 
the company for the hearty manuer in which they had received the toast, 
and expressing the hope that the society would continue to be as prosperous as it had 
been so far during the present year. 


Ths chairman gave the next toast, “The 
Offiears of the G.Y.P.S.” Mr. Johnson, 


ment paid him, expressing the regret that was generally felt at the absence of Sir E. 
Birkbeck, The next toast was ‘ Kindred Societies,” with which was coupled the 
names of Mr. J. J. Hunt and Mr. Gunn, who suitably responded. The remiining 
toasts were “The Honorary Members,” ‘‘ The Visitors,” and “ The Press,” ani these 
concluded the toast list. From beginning to end the proseedings were of a most 
enjoyable character. the efforts of the vocalists, as well as the other parformers, 
being much appresiated.—W. KreeBy, hon. sec. 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members of the above who weighed-in ou the 4th inst. were Mr. Layton, with a 

nice show of roach and perch; Mr, R. Ford, roach; and Mr. Furlong, roach,— 


W. H. Fenyer, sec. 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On the 4th inst. 19 of our members visited the Rye House water to fish for the a 


Christmas prizes, seven of which only were wou, by Messrs. Hattemore, Steadman, 
Jevans, Baybee, Haycox, Jeficies, and Rowe. The remaining prizes will be fished 
for in the same water on Dec. llth by the 
contest.—R. GHURNBY, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

After recovering from a lengthened illness, Mr. J. Morris Broad (vice-president) 
again occupied the presidential chair. The minutes of the pravious meeting having 
been read and passed, Mr. H. W. Houston, proposed at last meeting, was duly elected. 
Mr. Lodge was empowered to make inquiries as to-terms, &2,on which the use of 
a certain eligible water could be obtained for the society. Since last meeting 
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Messrs, Boxall, Lodge, and Tayler have fished, with results that do not cali for 
special chronicle. Mr. Broad, replying to a vote of thanks and congratulation at 
the conclusion of the meeting, stated that, although under medical advice many of 
his other public duties would have to be curtailed, ne hoped still to be able to give his 
heartiest endeavours to forwarding the interests of the society, and trusted, with 
the assistance of other members, the “Islington” would become a model to be 
imitated.—0, H. KENNETT, hon. sec. 
INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members were out on Noy, 28th trying the chub. Mr. J.Conroy gota 
fine fish in splendid condition, which scaled 3lb, lloz.; Mr. J. Spratley, one scaling 
2b. loz. ; Mr. H. Still, 51b. 40z. roach and dace. On the 29th inst., Mr. J, Spratley a 
brace of chub. On Dec, 4th, Messrs, D, Keep, 0. Smart, and J, Conroy a few roach and 
dace,—C. SMART, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There are eleven special Christmas prizes to be fished for on Dec, 11, in the 
“Forty Guinea Water.” In the event of the whole not being taken on the day 
named, the remainder to be competed for on the 18th and 2lst inst, All kinds to 
weigh for these prizes. Mr. J, Stroud’s prize (10s. 6d.) is also open. For particu- 


-lars, see last week’s issue of this paper.—H. B 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

No fishing news to report this week. We had a good number of members at our 
meeting last week, and it was decided to obtain from the Howietoun Fishery, 
Stirling, 100 two-year-old 8S. levenensis for our reservoir, near Ruabon; and this order 
has, Mr. Guy informs me, been booked. The new list issued by this gentleman, in 
which he gives the price for trout delivered at any railway station in England, is 
just the one thing needed, as it enables purchasers to know exactly what their fish 
will cost, and saves them a lot of trouble-—Rp. WooLFALL, hon, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

Since my last report the following members have weighed-in :—Messrs, Green- 
wood, roach ; Dunning, roach and perch ; J. Underwood and H. J. Underwood, some 
yood roach, several going 1lb, and upwards.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

For the past three or four weeks only an odd member or so have ventured out, and 
their efforts have ended in a draw, so there has been nothing to report. On the 14th 
inst, the annual dinner will be held at our headquarters ; members requiring tickets 
will please apply at 122, London Wall.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At the weekly meeting of this society on Tuesday, Dec. 6th, a proposition was 
made and carried that the fourth series of valuable prizes be fished for on Dec. 18th, 
an open match, members not to start until the morning. The third club match was 
fished for on Noy. 27th, Mr. Stidolph taking 1st prize, Mr, Brancher 2nd, and Mr, 
Holbrow 3rd.—W. R. MATTHEWS, sec. : 


ROYAL EXCHANGE ANGLING SOCIETY, LEEDS, 

The second annual dinner of the above society was held at the Royal Exchange 
Restaurant on Friday evening, Dec.. 2nd, About 50 members and friends were 
present, including representatives from other Yorkshire angling societies. Mr. 
Arthur Stott, the president of the society, was in the chair, and he was supported 
by Messrs. F, M, Walbran (Yorkshire Anglers), G. Helliwell (Leeds and County), 
Schumacker (York), Houldsworth (Keighley), Whittam (Central), T. Johnson, 
fF, E. Whitham, E. Moore (hon. sec.), and others. After the usual loyal toasts were 
duly honoured, Mr, J. K. Blakey proposed the toast— The Royal Exchange Angling 
Society,” and in the course of a most felicitous speech he took the opportunity of 
passing high encomiums on the officers of the society. The chairman, in responding, 
drew attention to certain matters in connection with the society, amongst others 
the increase of members during the year, the balance in hand, and the interest taken 
by the members generally in fishing matters. The toast of ‘“ Kindred Societies ” was 
proposed by Mr. Joe Webb, and responded to by Messrs. Helliwell, Whittam, and 
Hardy (Sheffield). The vice-chairman, Mr. T, Johnson, next provosed “ The Visitors,” 
which was responded to by Mr. IF’. M. Walbran, the prince of Yorkshire grayling- 
fishers, who, in a very lucid speech, pointed out the benefits which were likely to 
accrue from the shilling tax on trout rods. Messrs, Schumacker and Houldsworth 
also responded. The remaining toast, ‘The Chairman,’ was proposed by Mr. 
Whittam, and was received with musical honours, During the evening songs were 
contributed by Messrs. C. Bradford, Myers, and others, and when the time for sepa- 
ration came both members and visitors were loud in their expressions of having had 
a thoroughly enjoyable night. The ball in connection with the society will be held 
at Mr. Bosher’s Academy on Friday, Dec. 16th, at which members of other sccieties 
will be cordially welcomed.—E. Moore, hon. sec. 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th our annual Christmas outing took place at Henley. We had a very 
small show of fish, although all the prizes were won. The following were the 
prize-winners in order named, viz.—Messrs, Chart, Holden, Frewin, and Brewer. On 
Tuesday the quarterly balance-sheet was presented to the members, which showed 
a good balance in our favour, The society is in excellent condition, both financially 
and socially.—F’, H, FREWIN, sec. ; 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 4th, Mr. T, Line led the way with some nice dace ; Mr. J. Smith, roach ; 
Mr. T, Mitchell, dace; Mr. H. Haine, dace ; Mr. W. Marsh, roach; Mr. R. Selth, 
dace ; Mr. F. H. Selth, dace ; Mr. J. Palmer, roach; Mr. T. Hill, roach ; and Mr. 
J. Watkins, dace from the Thames, making the gross weight up to 20lb. I beg 
to acknowledge 5s. from Mr. I’. Storer for Mr. J. Wegley. Members are requested 
to attend on Wednesday next for the purpose of electing officers for the coming 


quarter.—PIXIE, 
SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Since my last report, the following gentlemen have joined the list of stewards— 
viz., Mr. Ellis (Sundial A. S.), Messrs, Hobden, Beason, and Lidgard (Hammersmith 


' United A.S.) At the committee meeting held on Wednesday last it was resolved 


that any competitor arriving after 10 o’clock be allowed to compete by presenting 
himself at the North Star and showing his ticket to the officer deputed for that 
purpose. The prize list was further increased by a prize of 10s. 6d. from the Prince 
of Wales’s A.S. May I suggest to other clubs the good it would do the cause by 
their following the excellent example of the Blackfriars, Brunswick, Burnaby, and 
other clubs by fishing their Christmas prizes off in this water and on the same date, 
thereby allowing their members to compete in both contests—W, WILSON, hon. 


secretary, 
, SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished Teddington on the 4th, inst., when ten Christmas prizes were 
competed for, the result being as follows :—Mr. G, Fordham, roach and dace, Ist ; 
O. Lloyd, roach and dace, 2nd; Mr. R. Spenceley, perch and dace, 3rd; Mr. W. 
Shead, dace, 4th ; Mr. W. Hooper, bream, 5th; Mr. G, Free, dace, 6th; Mr. F, 
Machin, dace, 7th ; Mr. W. Marsh, dace, 8th; and Mr, F. Ninham, dace, 9th. Messrs. 
R. J. Breedon, W. Reckhouse, and J. Breedon also had fish, but did not weigh-in ; 
thus the tenth prize was not taken.—W. S. W. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST, 

A meeting of delegates was held on the 2nd inst., to make arrangements for the 
next competition. It was decided to fish at St, Margaret’s, pegged-down, towards 
Rye House, on Jan. 15, 1888—J, Court, hon. sec, 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 4th inst. we had a pretty show of fish, consisting principally of dace, with 
a few roach and one gudgeon. Messrs. G, and C. Jeffreys, Freethy, and Battensby 
were the only members who tried their luck, and all were successful in catching 
fish, Mr, C, Jeffreys heading the list—JoHN BATTENSBY, sec. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIRTY. 

On the 4th inst. Mr, Kelly weighed-in 741b. of dace. Tuesday, election of officers 
for the next quarter ; Mr, Williams, chairman ; Mr, Jacobs, vice-chair ; auditors as 
last quarter.—PELICAN, 
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UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
Several members of the above were out on the 4th, with the following result :— 
Mr. W. Tyler, roach ; Mr. Slatter, roach. Messrs, Payne, Currans, and Windred wera 
out, but returned with blanks. Members of the above will fish a jack and perch 
match on Jan. 8 for several money prizes.—H. T. 
WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The usual quarterly meeting was held at the club-house, Windsor Castle Hotel, 
King-street, Hammersmith, when Mr. C. R, Stock was elected chairman, and Mr, A. 
Peart vice-chairman for the ensuing quarter. I am pleased to say that since my 
last report luck has turned for the better, some good shows of fine roach having 
been weighed-in, We have made several members lately, and cash comes in pretty 
freely, At the end of the season I expect that we shall not come up to weight of 
fish as in the past, through the water having been so bright during the summer 
months and most of our members fishing above lock,—B. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 4th inst. we had a blank, Wednesday was a busy evening, being half- 
yearly meeting night, though the attendance was hardly up to our usual form, The 
balance-sheet and accounts, having been audited by Messrs, Ball and Wilson, were 
presented, and gave great satisfaction to the members present, showing a balance 
in hand of upwards of £12. Mr. W. H. Wilson was elected chairman, Mr. R. 
Dartnall vice-chairman, and Messrs. Hopkins and Alexander delegates for the ensuing 
quarter, a vote of thanks being passed to the retiring officers, The monthly match 
for December will be fished on the 11th inst. on Penton Hook, and within two 
hundred yards thereof each way. It being the seventy-fourth birthday of our re- 
spected hostess, Mrs. Hills, the loving cup was duly passed round; and after a 
sincere expression of respect and esteem from the members present, ably responded 
to by our treasurer, Mr. H. G. Hills, the remainder of the evening was pleasantly 
passed in harmony.—W, W. A. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

Mr. Hibble weighed-in a nice show of dace on the 4th inst., the two largest weigh- 
ing 940z. each, ‘The result of the competition on the 8th inst. was as follows :— 
Mr. Delhaye, 1; Mr. Sparrow, 2; Mr. Crisp,3; Mr. Hibble, 4. Other prizes were 
not taken, The competition on the 18th inst. will be a roving one, from Caversham 
Lock to Tylehurst, bank only.—MILLER’s THUMB, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field or argument 
speculation, and experiment,’—T, EB, PRITT, 





[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents, | 


THE SALMON DISEASE. 

Srr,—In view of Mr. Murdoch’s query as to the salmon disease (Sapr'olegnia ferax), 
a short and plain note on the subject may be advantageous to some of your readers, 
Be it premised that I have not aimed at thoroughly scientific completeness (which, 
indeed, would be too much for me), but merely to present a few outstanding facts 
and fancies on the subject. 

This fungus, or mould, presents in its growth certain peculiarities having an 
important bearing on the development of the disease. It propagates itself in two 
distinct ways—viz., by oospores and zoospores. The former may be called resting 
spores, as they may remain dormant, require impregnation to become fertile, and the 
plants produced from them may remain barren for long, until from some obscure 
impulse they produce small cases (zoosporangia) containing the active zoospores, 
These last are almost certainly the most active principle in producing epidemics of 
the disease, and hence it would seem probable that in the causes favouring their 
growth an explanation of such outbreaks is to be sought. 

Mr. George Murray’s experiments, as reported by Professor Huxley in his Annual 
Reports (as Inspector of Fisheries) for 1882 and 1883, would seem to point to a certain 
periodicity in the fruiting time of the plant—so far, at least, as the production of 
oospores is concerned. They also seem to indicate that the oospores are much less 
active than the zoospores in attacking fish, if, indeed, any infection from oospores 
occurs. 

This mould seems to attack only animal matter; hence it is rational to suppose 
that the only pollution likely to have a direct influence in its production is that 
from animal matter, such as animal phosphates used as manure, dead dogs and cats, 
and dead fish. I say “direct influence,” because it is plain that anything which 
causes abrasions on fish—e.g., certain chemicals—or lowers their vitality in any 
way, may indirectly conduce to their catching the disease. In this connection it 
may be interesting to note that there was a large manufactory of bone manure on 
the Eden, the first British-river where the disease was noticed in an epidemic form ; 
also that, as far as I am aware, the disease has not been noticed to arise de novo in 
any pastoral district, though, no doubt, it has frequently been imported into such 
by fish running up from lower infected districts. 

The question of abrasions of the skin being necessary as a nidus now arises, Pro- 
fessor Huxley seems to consider that such abrasions are not necessary to afford a 
suitable nidus for the disease, because all that was found necessary to inoculate 
“parr beginning to lose their spots” was to rub them with flies bearing a growth 
of saprolegnia. To anglers, who know how tender is the skin of a parr at that period 
of his existence, this reasoning must seem fallacious. My own idea (which I give 
for what it may be worth) is that an abrasion of scales allowing access for the germs 
to the true skin és necessary, except, of course, on the head, where there are no scales 
to abrade. 

As to overcrowding, I fear that is most unlikely to occur in many of our rivers 
nowadays; nor do I believe that it could originate the disease, though no doubt it 
might aid its diffusion, just as epidemics spread more easily in towns than in the 
country, amongst men. Of course, any obstruction leading to fish being confined in 
the less pure lower waters of a river would have a tendency to help the disease. 

Temperature of Water.—Despite the great authority of Professor Huxley to the 
contrary. I feel convinced that the temperature of the water has a considerable 
influence on the production of the fungus. My own experience is that the zoospores 
are most numerously produced and most active in their vitality at a temperature 
of slightly over 40° Fahr., and that a rise or fall of temperature diminishes their 
vitality. But unluckily this is the temperature at which water has its greatest 
density, and hence during any ordinary frost there will be a layer of water at the 
bottom of each deep pool of just the right heat for these spores to thrive. ‘* Hinc 
ille szprolegnie.” On this account one would naturally expect to find the worst 
epidemics in winters characterised by a succession of fairly hard frosts. Remember, 
however, that the oospores are not killed either by severe cold or heat ; their vitality 
is only lowered. 

Then there is the question of the viability of the germs in salt water. Professor 
Huxley seems of opinion that “the penetration of the hyphae into the derma 
renders it at least possible that the disease may break out in fresh-run salmon, 
without re-infection,” or, to put it into language understanded of the people, if the 
fungus gets under the skin the salt water may not reach it. The case of the sea 
anemone, referred to in your Editorial note last week, would seem to even point out 
the possibility of the disease arising de novo in salt water. That sea anemone was 
a public character here in Edinburgh, known as “Granny,” and inhabited the 
Botanical Gardens here. I have no doubt that her post-mortem would be conducted 
by competent authorities, so do not hesitate to accept the fact that she died, full of 
years and honours, of saprolegnia, I remember also some years ago getting the 
head of a large sea-trout, found floating dead in a Shetland roe, which hada 
circular patch of fungus on what I may call “the nape of his neck.” I intended 
to examine it at my leisure, so put it at my window, and had the pleasure of seeing 
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a disreputable brute of a “ hoodie craw ” fly off with it. I-only hope that it dis- 
agreed with him, that’s all, 

It is probably unnecessary to point out that, if it can be proved that fish are not 
cured of the malady by going to the sea, then a very good case indeed for the 
destruction of all kelts whatever would be made out.—I am, Xc., 

Duns Scotus, 





SAPROLEGNIA FERAX. 

Srr,—I see it is proposed to have a discussion on the above subject in your paper. 
My experience of the fungoid growth only applies to observations made with regard 
to grayling and trout of the Derbyshire Wye. ; 

I believe no disease has been seen in this river since it was unfortunately poisoned 
by lime about two years since, and possibly the lime may have had the effect of 
cleaning the river and killing the germs, ( 

There is a good stock of young fish now, and next year should show a great im- 
provement in sport. : ; ; ; 

A few years ago, at an interesting lecture given by Dr. Dallinger (the President 
of the Microscopical Society), giving the result of his investigations on the develop- 
ment of germ life, he stated that he had found that the “salmon disease » was 
identical with the fungus that destroyed the common house-fly in the autumn, as 
often exhibited by the mouldy appearance they then have, and are found sticking 
to looking-glasses or wall-papers. 

Can it be possible that dead flies, washed down a river, carry the germs, and 
infect salmon, trout, and grayling with the disease ?—I am, &e., ACTON, 





DR. HAMILTON’S ARTICLES, 

Srr,—On reading the very interesting notes of Dr. Hamilton in the “BG 1 
feel induced to mention that in my entomological youth the pup of the dragon 
fly interested me much, to the capture of a large number of them. At that time 
my father, a chemist, kept, in common with all of the then chemists, as part of the 
ordinary stock-in-trade, large numbers of the Hirudo, both Sanguis uga medicinalis 
and S. officinalis, or the common Savigny leech, then so dear to surgeons, and 
applied by the dozen by practitioners on the slightest occasion, The various vessels 
in which the leeches lived formed excellent homes for my dragon flies ; but the 
fatal effect of the introduction caused no little consternation when, on the sudden 
call for a number of leeches on account of a local magnate’s black-eye, they were 
all discovered to be as white as ghosts—mere transparent skins. After the reposi- 
tories were cleared of my insects, who looked well enough, and the remains of the 
dead leeches and the insects were transferred to an aquarium in which were fair- 
sized bleak and gudgeon, I frequently saw them seize the fish—good big ones— 
across the back in their calipers, and they never left their victims alive. 

I once saw one pupa fix another : the grip was so deadly that the result was the 
same,—I am, &c., 

Guas, M, Foorrit, Associate Pharmaceutical Society. 

Marlow, Dec. 3. 





ANGLING WRITERS, 

Srr,—Allow me to thank your able correspondents—“ Streams o’ the North’’ and 
« An Old Hand ”—for their vindications of our rights ; for, although I consider the 
clever little poem “ Boil It Down” as penned in the spirit of good-humoured satire, 
I regret to say that I cannot view ‘ Val Conson’s” effusion in quite the same 
light. 

Ne you are aware, I haye contributed articles to the FISHING GAZETTE since the 
very first year of its publication, and although I have always endeavoured to ex- 
clude any matter of an uninteresting nature, still I maintain that itis utterly impos- 
sible to write an angling article on the strict lines recommended by our severe 
critic, I simply ask your readers to peruse the “ Amateur Angler’s” charming 
articles on Dovedale ; your own equally interesting articles on the same subject ; 
Mr. E. M. Tod’s vivid descriptions of the scenery on the glorious Eden ; “ Red- 
spinner’s” waterside sketches ; and last, but by no means least, the articles of that 
angler and author who is no longer with us—Mr, Francis Francis. What would all 
these have beenif they had dealt only with the bare outline of the art of angling? 
Why, simply nothing at all. 

Perhaps Mr. “ V. C.” was one of those who drew attention to the fact that the last- 
named writer sometimes mentioned what the luncheon consisted of or the flask 
contained during a long day on the river, and in his articles subsequently he was 


accustomed to break off abruptly in the midst of such descriptions with—“ But I | 
forgot, I must not mention such things, or I shall offend the critics!” My advice , 


to you, “V. C.,” is to read “ Paying the Pike” in “Sporting Sketches with Pen and 
Pencil”; or “The May-Fly Mess” in “ Angling Reminiscences”; or “ The Pleasures 
of Grayling-Fishing” in “ Hot Pot,” and if you can beat any of the three, or even 
equal them, I have not the slightest doubt but that my friend “ R, B. M.” will give 
you an order for a similar article every week in the year. 

I will not occupy more of your valuable space, although I could multiply instances 
ad infinitum.—ti am, &e., An ANGLING WRITER. 


P.S.—What would proprietors say if we gave exact descriptions of the waters 
upon which we fish? I have no doubt whatever that many others besides “ V. C.” 
would like to know the exact locality indicated by Mr. Francis in his “ Week on the 
Brattle,” or “A Storm on the Brawl,’’ which appeared in the Field originally, and 
afterwards reproduced in “ Hot Pot.” 





S1r,—When you inserted my letter upon this subject in your issue of Nov. 26, 
and appended your editorial note—*To much of this we say Amen ”—I can only 
conceive that you did so in the well-grounded confidence that your columns are, 
perhaps, less than any open to my strictures. There is an old proverb, “ In the 
shut mouth flies fly not,” and I am inclined to say, “Sorry I spoke.” But, having 
spoken, I should like to add, for the satisfaction of “ An Old Hand,” and “A Member 
of the Fourth Estate,” that I selected the “F'.G.,” and tuned my protest as I did 
expressly in order that it should not be mistaken for an attack upon any person or 
publication in particular, I have no liking for personalities, and I never suggested 
the exclusion of any writer—certainly not those mentioned by your correspondent, 
I protested against a pseudo-Waltonism which is frequently to be found in modern 
angling literature, and which has none of the charm or freshness of the original.— 
Tam, Xc., VAL Conson, 





Sir,—I consider “ Val Conson’s” letter most uncalled for. Why, the very things 
he complains of are conspicuous by their absence. Let him try and write an 
angling article himself. What does he want? Is not our “ HWonourable Chaplain” 
sufficiently amusing and pithy to please the most critical? Has “ Johnny Chat” 
ever tired us with a prosy descriptive railway journey? Does Mr. Pritt ever detail 
drunken orgies? Why, Sir, my honest opinion is that you never had the “ F, G.” in 
better fettle, and that the literary balance was never more perfect or better 
harmonised than with your present staff of contributors.—I am, &c., A.J. W 


[In fairness to “ Yal Conson,” we must point out that he referred to “angling 
writers,” and not to any particular angling writer ; but doubtless he will answer for 
himself, Of course, we do not suppose he referred to any of our own esteemed con- 
tributors.—ED. | 





PISCATORIAL -PERAMBULATION. 

§1z,—Being a vocalist, I cannot risk punt-fishing in the winter months, but must 
keep the circulation going. 

Could you, or one of your many subscribers, give me a hintas to where I might be 
able to get a little “paternostering” for pike or perch, or even “ chubbing,” from 
the banks of the Thames, within a not too long a journey from Kew Bridge !—I 
am, &e.,, TENORE, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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ANGLING FOR BREAM. - 

Srr,—In the last issue of your paper, I read a short article on the, above. 
I must confess I am sorely puzzled. to understand one portion of it, and on more 
than one ground must I differ from the author. - 

1. What is the object or utility of the bit of match? Well may. the writer say 
that the Nottingham angler to whom he alludes was astonished at it. I should 
rather think he would be. If there is a reel on the rod, cannot the angler check 
his reel with the little finger of the right hand just as well, and much better than 
with the dutt end of a match, and so regulate the length of his strike? Again, 
supposing that a chub or a large roach takes hold, and drags this wonderful piece 
of match after him into the weeds—what then ? : 

2, The writer says (line 26) that when fishing with the rod-point well over the 
float (I presume he means a few inches above it), there is no occasion to release the 
pressure from the reel, if the fish does not need line ; hence the fish is played and 
killed with the short rod-point bobbing up and down on top of the water. If his 
Nottingham friend had seen this too, he would indeed have marvelled, It wsed to 
to be a fundamental rule in all angling to raise the rod-point well up the moment 
any fish was hooked, large or small, and to keep the point up till the fish was safely 
secured. The Lea roach-poler may claim exception to this rule; but, then the 
enormous length of his rod and its wondrous powers of spring may form a valid 
excuse for this exception. 50 

3, The writer says (line 26) that in killing a fish with the rod-point well over the 


float there is no necessity to release the little finger ; hence I infer that he keeps 


the rod in his right hand all the time. So farso good. What, then, does, he mean 
by saying (line 31) that after killing the fish wnder the rod-point (is this the rod- 
point well over the float? sup.), the rod is changed from the left to the right hand, 
when in line 26 he had said that there was no necessity to release the pressure of the 
little finger (right hand, of course)? How and when did the rod get into the left 
hand? 

4, Line 32 says that. after killing the fish with the rod in left hand, the rod is 
changed to the right hind, and the fish is picked up or netted with the left. Why 
so? Supposing that when the angler is about to pick up or net the fish with his 
left hand (and, from having needed playing, the fish is somewhat large), it bolts 
off, as fish frequently do; according to the writer the angler must replace the rod 
in his left hand, and manipulate the reel again with his right, Apart from the 
constant changing about, which is very inconvenient, and may happen over and 
and over again, because fish will bolt off more than once, it is not often that the 
angler is prepared for this most sudden of all rushes. If unprepared for it, a smash 
is the inevitable result. Hence I maintain your correspondent’s description is 
wrong. The angler, so I think, should act thus: When a fish—say a 3-pounder or 
4-pounder—is struck, the rod should be transferred immediately to the left hand, 
the butt resting against the groin, the fingers checking and holding the reel. The 
right hand, meanwhile, is at liberty to attend to the reel. When the fish is suffi-« 
ciently done up to think of landing it, it is brought close to the bank by being 
wound up to it. The left hand puts pressure on the reel, and the right picks up 
the landing-net. If the fish should bolt, it can either be checked from the rod- 
point, or more line must be given. In the latter case, the right hand easily drops 
the landing-net and attends to the reel. When brought to the side again, the right 
hand is ready for the net a second time, 

Is not this plan far more simple, and, as such, more correct, than your contri- 
butor’s, who, as I understand it, first changes the rod from right hand to left to 
play the fish, then from left to right to net it ; then again from right to left if the 
fish bolts and needs winding up; and, lastly, from left to right again to attempt 
the netting a second time? Quousque tandem? That cod at 2kd, per pound held a 
lot more water than your contributor’s changing process will, 

I am engaged at present on a new work on angling which, I hope, will see the 
light next spring, I have made a special point of going into these minor and per- 
hapa, to experienced anglers, trifling details. Most, if not all, of our modern works 
on angling presuppose too much knowledge on the part of their readers; hence to 
beginners they are comparatively useless,—I am, Xc., 

Battle, Sussex, 


GRILSE RISING AT A LIVE DRAGON FLY, 

Srtr,—In reading Dr. Edward Hamilton’s interesting notes, I notice that in 
speaking of the Great Dragon Fly, he says, “al though in their perfect state these 
insects are not ‘food for fish,’ &c.” Now, Mr. Editor, I have no doubt Dr. Hamilton 
may be pretty nearly right here. Yet it may interest you to hear what I had the 
chance of seeing one day some ten years ago. A brother of mine and myself went 
out to try for some sea-trout and grilse on the Berriedale river, in the month of 
July. The water was small and clear ; but there was a nice breeze in the morning, 
and we were successful in getting some fish. About midday the sun came out very 
bright and hot, and the breeze died away. We had reached the fall by this time, and 
as ib was little use trying the fish now, we sat for some time amusing ourselves 
looking at several fish, “salmon, grilse, and sea-trout,” which were ina pool just 
at the top of the fall. At one side the pool would be 8ft, or 10ft. deep, and the 
water went away under a large rock, where the fish took shelter ; but on the side 
we were on it shallowed on to shelves and a bank of gravel. We were sitting high 
up on a rock, andmy brother had let his fly gently drop on the side of the pool 


HENRY CAFFERATA, 





slowly towards it for a short distanee, and then turn away. There were two griise 
that we could see in the stream at the tep of the pool, and I was remarking 
that if a cloud would come over the sun, I would get round to the top and 
offer them a fly, when all at once my brother cried out, “Did you see that ?’ 
taking the same words out of my mouth, for I had seen what happened, A Great 
Dragon Fly flew over the stream, crossing from one rock to the other, and one cf the 
grilse made a splendid try to get him, coming, I am certain, clear 2ft. out of the 
water in the attempt. Iam sorry to say it failed; but I am quite satisfied that the 
fish did his best to get the fly, and had it not made an ewira hench roon the newk it 
would have been fish’s food certain. It was a Great Dragon Fy, Several of them 
were flitting about after their prey, as well as some of the smaller sort. The wished- 


if the opportunity was given.—I am, Xc., 


Thurso, Nuno, 





BIG FISH ON THE WHITADDER, ' 
Srr,—In reply to Mr. Hills’s letter of last week, as he says, itis “perfectly true’ 
that the men had licenses to fish on the Whitadder. This makes their catches, even 
in cartloads, legal until itis proved that the men took the fish by means of nets, 
rake-hooks, elecks, leisters, or other illegal engines (as the Tweed Act says), then 
the takes would most certainly be illegal. Mr. Hills also does not deny that the 
“bailiffs were present to see that the fish were legally caught ;” but informs me 
that ‘summonses have been taken out against some of the parties for illegal fishing.” 

Those parties, according to our local papers, are’ the men who had the licenses. 


meantime, I may be permitted to say that it seems to me peculiar that the bailiffs, 
who are appointed for the “purpose of preventing offences,” should have stood 
quietly by and allowed the “nefarious work,” as Mr. Hills calls it, to be done that 
so “stripped the beautiful and productive little stream’ to such an extent that for 
“ several days not a fish could be got,” Iam inclined to accept this statement as a 
stretch of the imagination, considering the at present crowded state of our rivers 
with fish rushing to the spawning grounds.—I am, &c,, 

J, W. NESBITT, 





A NOVEMBER MARTIN, 
Srtr,—Very few martins (Hirwndo urbica) remain in this country after the middle 
of October. ‘The migration takes place at two periods : the first, consisting of all, 
or most of, the earlier broods, depart about the first week in September, or soon 


next us, and moving it along, one or two of the fish that were basking would come . 


for cloud did not come up, so the grilse was left to have it out with the Dragon Fly ~ 


As Mr, Hills suggests, we will wait the sequel of the summonses, and, in the - 
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after ; the second, about the middle of October. It is not at all uncommon to find 
a few stragglers until a much later date. Scarcely a year passes without a record 
of martins being seen in November, and occasionally even as late as December. 
The same may be said of the swallow (//irwndo rustica), A larger number, how- 
ever, remain after the great. migration in October. “South-West,” writing in the 
Field of November 19th, says that on the 15th, « singularly enough, swallows were 
hawking the river (the Test), as if thinking that winter was not coming imme- 
diately.”—I am, &e., ; 


Dec, 5. EDWARD HAMILTON, 





A LEGITIMATE USE OF TRIMMERS. 


Srr,—In your note on my letter, no doubt all you say about trimmering may be 
correct ; bat why warn me? You should have warned “ Jack Salmon”: he knows 
nothing of fishing, and cares less; but, with the best intentions, tried to give me 
a day at my favourite sport. You saw J wanted to “ spin for ’em,’’ and that it was 
a “new experience to me.” Of course, “Jack” possesses no “angler’s point of 
view,” so could not very well use it ; and when I objected to his ways and means, 
een said, “A man can’t (or can—I forget which) poach his own fish in his own 

ake,” 

He certainly would not trouble if all the fish in the kingdom were exterminated. 
Thanks to the liberality of my friends, I get plenty of fishing and shooting ; but 
were they to fail me, I feel sure I should take to poaching. I don’t know the 
derivation of the word “ poacher,” but I think there should be different terms to 
apply to the man who poaches for profit and the man who poaches from pure love 
of sport. In the latter it is innate—he can’t help it ; and I am sure there exists a 
large class of these men. Would a first conviction carry with it expulsion from 
the Fly-Fishers’ Club? This might tend to keep me straight, 

T actually caught sight to-day of an article in your paper headed “ A Successful 
Day’s Poaching,” and on turning to the author’s name, I find your Fon. Chaplain, 


_ L hayen’t the heart to read it just yet ; but, anyhow, I shall know, when the time 


comes, where to get grounded in wicked ways.—I am, &c., LAPALBUS. 


[We should say that “Jack Salmon” would be welcomed to the Fly-Fishers’ 
Club—as a pike exterminator.—ED., | 





DO CONGERS BARK? 


Srr,—Your correspondent, ‘‘Mark Antony,” asks me if I have ever heard a conger 
bark, In reply,I can only say that I have seldom known a conger yield up the 
ghost without hearing a sound resembling something between a bark and a cough, 
—Iam, Xc., 





Brighton, Noy. 25, A.H, Fry, 

Sir,—Mr, Fry, in a private note to me, says :—“'The noise made by congers when 
they are taken from the water is called ‘barking, but it more resembles a ‘croak’ 
or guttural ‘cough’” ; and he goes on to say, “they do bite, and no mistake, I 


have known them bite through a thick sea boot.” 
Having arrived at this interesting stage of the inquiry, will you or any of your 
readers kindly inform me how this noise is made ?—I am, &c., M. A. 


[In their endeavour to breathe air instead of water,when pulled out of their native 
element, many fish make a guttural noise involuntarily ; they have no power of 
making it at will, They have no yocal chord—at least, as far as we know. If 
our old friend “M. A,” thinks fish sing under water, or converse together, he is 
farther gone than we imagined.—ED. | 





PIKE-FISHING ON THH SHANNON, 

Srr,—With reference to letters from time to time appearing in “1I',G.” anent 
fishing in West of Ireland, last autumn I decided to pay it a visit. I stayed at 
Carrick-on-Shannon, and was out fishing for pike nearly every day of the twelve I 
was there, Jamestown was considered the best place for miles on the Shannon, 
I may say I never captured asingle fish over 4b. all the time. 

An old fisherman in the neighbourhood mentions one he caught many years ago 
on a trimmer as an “ extraordinary monster ’—its weight was said to be 17lb. 

Of course, I do not say fora moment that there is no better fishing; but it is 
always wise to know a definitely good water before undertaking such a journey. I 
have merely related my experience for the benefit of others,—I am, &c., 

Manchester, Esox Lucius. 


[ We had an idea that the place for big pike was the Shannon ; but this does not 
look like it.—ED., ] 





TO PREVENT MOTH AND RUST. 

Sir,—All young anglers, like myself, must feel grateful for your reply, and Mr, 
Hawksley’s instructions for the above. He says “the seeds of destruction are 
already sown for this year.” Will he go further, and point out how we may detect 
the “seeds” (giving size and usual location), and remove them? Will he also say 
how to apply the chloroform, and in what quantity ?—I am, &c., 

Huntingdon, REGULAR SUBSCRIBER, 


THE STRULE, CO. TYRONE. 

Sir,—Having read with interest the various letters that have appeared in your 
paper about the Strule, Co. Tyrone, and as I intend going there next August with 
my wife, I should be much obliged if “ Pour Dieu” would kindly let me know some- 
thing about the fishing at that time of year, the best flies, if the fish will take the 
quill minnow when it is useless to try a fly ; also, if it is possible to get good rooms 
there, and, if so, what is the best part of the town to go to? In his first letter he 
said the lodgings were cheap and good, but I inferred he meant bachelor quarters, 
ct ara for troubling you, I inclose my card.—I am, &c., R.N., 

ec. 8, 








FLAT-WINGED FLIES. 


Srtr,—I am obliged to “R. A.” for his interesting letter. I did not, how- 
ever, propose to tie flat-winged flies for drowned fly-fishing ; but to float, for which 
purpose the common up-winged dressing seems hardly suitable. 

I should like to send him, for his inspection, the patterns of flat-winged flies tied 
by Mr. Geo, Holland for me. 

Iwas always under the impression that the Blue Upright was the common 
Blue Dun of Hampshire streams, or the Olive Bloa of Yorkshire rivers, I never 
heard it suggested that it was the Willow Fly before,—I am, &c., 

VAL Conson, 
SS ssslsssinessenscesseeseesneieieseneeceneeseaeeeerer en er 


SEND 1s. AND YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS PLAINLY WRITTEN TO 


EDGAR §. SHRUBSOLE, 15, Medway-street, Maidstone, 


on or before January 7, 1888, and you will be entitled to participate in a 


BONA FIDE PRESENTATION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


The Presentation will take place at the “ Star and Garter Hotel,” High-strect, Maidstone (Head 
Quarters of the Maidstone angiing Society), on January 9th, 1888. 

The value of the Articles Presented will range from ls. up to 2ls., and Every Subscriber 
will have atleast 's. worth of reliable Tackle handed to him. 
TESTIMONIALS from all parts of the United Kingdom, America, and the Continent. Favourable 
Notices in all the leading Sporting Journals. 

9, Grove End-road, Oct. 13, 1887.—To Mr. E. 8, Shrubsole—* Dear Sir,—I have received the Flies, 
which are magnificently tied ; the small eyed-hook specimens are really marvels, in fact, they are all 
perfect studies of most artistic workmanship, I thank you very much for them, and, enclosing cheque, 
remain, yours faithfully, H, SALWAY, 
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HUMPHRIES’ 





GHTNING 


SPINNER. 








This New Spinner has been most successfully tried this season. 
deadly bait for Salmon, Trout, Pike, Perch, Chub, Bass, Mackere), &c. (Registered Nos, 82932 & 82933) 


Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FisHrna GAZETTN, writes :—* Your Double Action Lightning 


Bait ought to have a big run, as there is no doubt it will. 
Spinning baits ; the double action being very attractive.” 


1/6, 2/-, 


Money returned if Bait is not approved of. 


Prices : 


It does not kink the line. A 


I can safely recommend it to all who use 


2/6, 3/6. 


Invented and Manufaciured by 


ROBT. HUMPHRIES, 52, SEYMOUR PLACE, BRYANSTON SQUARE, LONDON, W 


OLD BAITS REPLATED AS NEW. 


AGENTS WANTED. 





ANGLERS 


CHRISTMAS CARD, 


WITH A WELL-MADE ARTIFICIAL FLY ON GUT. 


Most original and amusing. Every Fly Fisher should sce it. To be had of all 
Booksellers, or sent post free on receipt of 6d. in stamps, from 


MARION AND CO., 22 A 





ND 


23, SOHO SQUARE, LONDON 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING 


TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, 


LONDON BRIDGE, EC. 


One minute's walk from Monument Station, District Railway, 





JOHNSON’S 
HIGHLAND BLEND 
Stronaly WH ISKY. 


Recommended. 
Finest Gld Scotch Malt......s0sseeee 429. per doz 
Extra Old Reserve... .c.ssesscccseessssersere 463, oH 


OLD VINTAGE PORTS. 


Croft’s 1870 .......00.0+se0s0e06 683. Der oz. 
Croft's or Sandeman’s 1867 74s, a 





FIRM  Sandeman’s or Martinez’s 
ISOS Gap Uheaananaersecsepessesams ro ” 
CRUSTS, Croft’s 1865 ......... EA FA 
~ Sandeman’s 1863 93s. A 
Martinez’s 1861 ... ze 943, oy 


Croft’s 1863 ......... . 963. ‘a 
Packages included. Cash Terms. Carriage 
paid to any statjon in England. Full Price Lists 
on application. 
8. JOHNSON & SONS, 
WATH-ON-DEARNE, YORKS. Established A.D. 1799 


Di. BROWN’S GOUGH CURE, 


OR BALSAM GF LINSEED & HONEY, 
Cures Coughs and all Complaints ofthe 
Chest and Lungs brought on by Cold. 
ONE DOSE GIVES INSTANT RELIEF. 
ONE BOTTLE EfFECTS A SPEEDY CURE, 
In Bottles, 1s. 1}d. and 2s. 9d. each. 

Sold by all Chemists and Patent Medicine Vendors. 

Wholesale Agents :—Butler and Crisp, London ; 
Raine’, York ; Goodall, Backhouse, and Co., Leeds; 
or post free direct from the Manufacturer, W. B. 
MASON, Leeds. 


Birdsgrove Fishing Club, 


ASHBOURNE, 


There are Four Vacancies for Members 
on this Water (Trout and Grayling only) 
for the coming season. Number of mem- 
bers limited to 30.—For full particulars 
apply, Mr. G. M. Bonn, Alrewas House, 
Ashbourne, 














Sutherlandshire, 
FIRST-CLASS SALMON FISHING 


On Loch Naver, beginning on 13th 
January, 1888. For particulars and 
conditions apply to W, MUNRO, Altna- 
harra, Lairg, N.B. 





OVA, FRY, 
YEARLINGS 


Of all the favourite varieties of 
SALMONIDZA, 


FOR SALE, 


FOR PRICE LIST APPLY TO 


THOS. ANDREWS, WESTGATE 
HOUSE, GUILDFORD. 


BURGHLEY PARK 
FISHERY. 


EYED TROUT OVA, 15s. per 1,000 
FRY from £1 per 1,000, 


Year-Old FISH at reduced rates, 
A few Year-Old BLACK BASS for SALE. 


W. T. SILK, Stamford. 


ANGLING & SHOOTING, 


Mr.GEO, MORRISON, Bridge of Dee, Aberdeen, 
is open to Report on Kishings on the following 
Rivers—viz., Dee, Don, Spey, Deveron, Ness, Avon 
North Esk, Whurso, and Loch More. 


G. M., before reporting on any fishing, will 
personal) y visit and inspect it, and this will enable 
him toinvest his report with that summary of 
detail which is so essential to the guidance of 
sporting gentlemen, and which the practical 
experience of thirty years on the rivers named 
wili enible to supply. 

G, M. wili also Report any of the Moors in the 
Counties of Aberdeen, Banff, Kincardine, Inver- 
ness, and Caithness. 


Gentlemen reyuiring a Report of Fishing would 
do well to communicate as early as possible, 


SWITCHING AND SINGLE AND DOUBLE 
SPEY CASTING TAUGHT. 














THE FISHING GAZETTE. Duc. 10, 
On Saturday, December 17th, will be Published 
THE FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIXTH NUMBER OF THE 


FISHING GABE T'TE, 


BEING THE 


ANNUAL  JLLUSTRATED — CHRISTMAS DOUBLE NUMBER. 


AMONG THE ILLUSTRATIONS WILL BE aes " ; Late 
A Charming View of the River Dove in Dove Dale (from an Original Drawing by FB. CARLESS). 
A Picture of Winter Pike Fishing on a Norfolk Broad. Several Views on the River Dee near Bala, &ec. 
A Photographic Reproduction of the Bust of the late Francis Francis. ; 3 
A Portrait of W. H. Aldam, Esq., Editor of “A Quaint Treatise on Flies and Fly-Making, &c. 


Also, at the special request of many of our Subscribers, an Illustrated Article on / 


HOW TO MAKE PLASTER CASTS OF FISH. 


There will also be Special Articles and Fish Stories by many of our best Contributors, including 


1887. 








Dr. EDWARD HAMILTON, M.A.,, F.LS., &c. Mr, T, E. PRITT. 7 
“THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” “ JOHNNY Cnet eae tae 
Mr. WM. MURDOCH. {es KIB, ; 
Mr. E. M. TOD. OUR HON. CHAPLAIN, &c. 


As well as River and Angling Club Reports from all parts of the country. 


The New Volume of the FISHING GAZETTE (Vol. XVI.) commences with the firat 
SPE C I A L NOT I C E nm Number for 1888, and with a view to obtain new Subscribers, in addition to its large 
ceneral circulation, copies of this Christmas Number will be sent by post to a very large number of Anglers in all parts of the 


country whose names and addresses have recently been sent to us as those of gentlemen likely to become subscribers. 
N.B.—No Extra Charge is made for this Double Christmas Number either for Copies or Advertisements. 


The Annual Illustrated Double Christmas Number of the FISHING GAZETTE will be 
published in Green Cover, with cut edges, December 17th, 1887. 

THIS NUMBER offers an excellent opportunity for advertising all kinds of CHRISTMAS PRESENTS, BOOKS FOR WINTER 
READING, MAGAZINES For 1888, and for any general Advertisement addressed to people of means. 


A Special Feature of our Circulation is that it is not local, but distributed over every part of the United Kingdom, and copies go to 
Anglers in all parts of the World. 


MODERATE SGALE OF CHARGES. 
THE SIZ% OF OUR PAGE IS 10 INCOHH3 BY 15 INCHES (Same size as tho “St. Jamoa's Gazette”). 


s. d. 
FOR A HALF COLUMN 508 Ape sid ae oe 308 Wels ot Be FOR A HALF PAGE ... ah sie Geis aie ae ova aoe Z 
6 COLUMN stole aon : es 2 2.0 * WHOLE PAGE anes, a ane ware tra O 


*.* Order and copy for advertisement should be sent not later than Wednesday, December 14th, or at latest Thursday, December 15th (earlier where proof is wanted), 
to the Proprietors, 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, anp RIVINGTON, Sr. Dunstan's House, Ferrer Lanz, H.C. 
See ee eee ee eee 
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ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 
DERBY SHIRE ° On the famous ‘River “ Coquet.” 


The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 


"(Revistered} " 


RANTED.} 
E SW UWS TUVYVY OU Or wy eA 
Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
Hon, W. E. Gladstone, and 
many other prominent person- 
|} ages in this Country and 
Hurope. 





of the stream, which is Well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 


THE 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and is, without doubt, the 
* | best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 


‘ ” +74 Nature will find in the “ bosky dells ” of Coquet- 
Late “ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona} oa. on ample field for research. The scenery is 


splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, | very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the diatrict 
which stands in its own grounds of five | is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 


: “ per day. Splendid hunting quarters; two Packs 
anes ands 3 Bes rie EEN es of Hounds within easy reach, Carriages may be 
or families and gentiemen, abural | ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 


Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn]a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good particulars, address THE MANAGERKSS, Hardy’s 
stabling Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, Northumberland 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Oastle| PUSHING IN TE 
M 1.0.M.) _ WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
» Mona, 1.0.M, visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
— es | YOre, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
S N H] 6G W i NTE R U A RTERS West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
i] ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 


make their wants known through the medium 


CROSS KEYS HOTEL, |" ¢ csunegseazerz 


4 PAG pte a at Skipton tae nth 
9 . : whic s the most extensive circulation in the 
Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, N.B, neighbourhood of these rivers. 

(Close to the beautiful and winding “ Hsk,’) A rel aN ba &c. may be 
SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, Situated in the midst of the finest scenery in all 


the “ Borderland,” no Hotel in the South of Scot- 
MANUFACTURED BY Jand affords a more cosy winter retreat, The 


Z district is teeming with historical interest. Several AN D R 

K AST i 6) K D 6) \ R [ B BE R C old Castles and Border Keeps in the vicinity. ; 
2 e Twelve miles from Carlisle and six from Langholm. 
Splendid huntiag neighbourhood ; two packs of 
8 SHOR E DITC H E : hounds within easy reach. Air pure and bracing. 

Slichtly § 4 A eee f Aree 4 4 Good accommodation in Hotel, private sitting- 
1g yY poile oats can frequen e had a ow prices, rooms, &c, and charges moderate. Large Farm ’ 2 ® 
4 y P attached. Posting. Three railway stations close Should try “ day’s fishing in the 350 


at hand, and Post-office 100 yards off. acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ALEXAND. ELDER, Proprietor. ing to 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING | THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 
FISHING, CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
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“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.””—FRANOIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 





LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE“ W BOATS ees 
te ee: ; eit ilsd Pe). “Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces, In ordering, please to specify the . Gen —Angler’s Diary. 
IMPROV#D Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
None genuine unless stamped “W,. B,.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, Se es is 7 angler, and spares no ee to Welsh Harp P 
pains to make anglers comfortable, The Teme is 2 
WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. a noted grayling stream, (Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


a 


—_———--- + - 
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Dec. 17, 1887. 


Inns of Court Family 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


A CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
FISHERMEN 


DEEP SEA. 


Thousands of Fishermen are engaged all the year round in provid 
ing Our Tables with fish. These men, who for ug hazard 
their lives and toil through furious blasts and sleety storms, may 
rightly claim some small share in the privileges we so richly 
enjoy. This they can only have through the presence 
of the Mission Vessels, carrying to the Fishermen the mes- 
sage of Divine mercy and love, affording relief in sickness, and 
cheering dull lives by their presence. 


MISSION 


DERP SEA FISHERMEN. 


Patron—HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 


Eight Mission Vessels cruise with the North Sea trawling-fleets, 
but more are needed. Each vessel is at once a Church, Dispen- 
sary, Library and Club. Help is urgently needed to provide a 
vessel for each of the fishing-fleets. 

Small or large offerings for the Christmas Collection will be 
thankfully acknowledged. 











K. J. MATHER, Director. 
Bridge House, Blackfriars Bridge, London, E.C. 





Crown 8vyo, 5s. cloth, May be had of all Booksellers, or from the Offices of the 
Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. 


Nor‘ard of the Dogger, 


DEEP SEA TRIALS AND GOSPEL TRIUMPHS, 


BEING THE STORY OF THE 
INITIATION, STRUGGLES, and SUCCESSES of the MISSION to 
DEEP SEA FISHERMEN, 


BY E. J. MATHER, 


Founder and Director, 


With Preface by THOMAS GRAY, Esrq., C.B., Marine Department, Board of Trade, 
And numerous Illustrations by J, R. WELLs and OU, J. STANILAND, R,L 


HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 


London : 





JAMES NISBET and CO., 21, BERNERS STREET, W. 
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Hotel, HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
is EE: NI D A Ia, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 
SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No, 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No, 3. 

None Genuine unless bearing our name { Adlington & Hutchinson, } 

on Label. or Hutchinson & Son. 3} 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Kendal. 





ESTABLISHED 1745. 
rs J GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STREET, SALIS- 

; BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 

: inform Anglers that he is now prepared to executo 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 

FLIGS for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorksbire, and al 1 

other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 

Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Fiies, 23, per dozen, Double-winged Floaters, 23. 6d. 
per dozer. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 


Hooks. EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. GQ, H. is Agent for 
Fly Fishing, as used by some 

Anglers. Agent for Messrs. 

sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best qnality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr. Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities. 

PLIKS& and GENERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 


the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
Lines, Reels, &c, Also for 
to Dress Them.” G, H., having personal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Month, i | | ES 
Gexrge Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. : 


Messis. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 
of the best Hampshire 
Eaton and Deller's Rods 
Messrs. Redpath and Co.’ 
Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rod, Holland’s Cobweb Gut 
Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 








IN Coe Coa 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &¢. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C, 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom. 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs, Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s, 6d 
», Six Months ” ” ” ” »” ned 80 she dbe 56 4 
»> Three Months ,, 2 8 


To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
188, Fleet-street, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.’ TELEPHONE No. 28679. 


Titcwisishinco «Gazette: 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1887. 














h-He Bes HOP leYeu We Ee Eek! 
By “THR AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


Dr. HAMILTON’S very interesting papers about birds and insects 
now appearing in the FISHING GAZETTE encourage me to hope that 
your readers are willing, occasionally, to read of matters which have 
no direct bearing upon angling. You have asked me to send you 
something for your Christmas Number, and as I have no more 
angling exploits or failures to tell about (these only happen once a 
year—few and far between, alas !), I will tell you how I spent a few 
days at Folkestone at the end of May, 1885. 

Folkestone, as everybody knows, is a delightful place in weather which will 
allow you to get about ; but when the wind blows half a gale all day and all 
night from every point of the compass, and sunshine and shower alternate every 
hour of the day (the wind being steady always in its strength and variableness), 
getting about is not so pleasant as it might otherwise be. 

I soon got tired of the sight of the sea ; and although it is very pleasant to 
perambulate the beautiful ‘ Lees,” yet my eyes and my heart quickly turn my 
footsteps inland. 

The sea! The very sight and smell of it makes me bilious ; but climbing the 
hills gives me a healthy appetite. So now, spite of showers and spite of wind, 
I am off on a pilgrimage in search of ‘‘ The Holy Well,” hidden away, as I am 
told, somewhere up yonder, in a dell at the foot ef “Sugar Loaf Hill.” Sugar 
Loaf Hill is not far off, and the way across the fields by a substantial farmhouse 
is pleasant enough. 

I climbed right up to the top of the hill—not a very hard thing to do—and 
then I found that it was really conical, separated from the surrounding hills by 
a semi-circular valley. Looking at it from the town, one takes the ridge at the 
back of it to be only the upper part of the “Sugar Loaf.” From the top I de- 
scended the western side in search of “the Well.” At the foot of the hill I 
made my way still westward towards a clump of trees and bushes nestling in a 
hollow of the adjoining hill. There, thought I, must surely be the spot ; and 
following aprill of pure water, I came to the source, which I found oozing out 
of the rock in a little hollow under an ash tree, and surrounded by a few haw- 
thorn and ivy-clad stumps ; but there was no well visible—only the marks of 
cattle hoofs. 
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Thirty yards further on I found another source, from which a similar small 
stream issued, the two rivulets combining a few feet below the lowest. 

“Can this be the ‘Holy Well’” ? said I; ifso, where are the signs? Did the 
monks of old leave no bit of ivy-clad wall of stone or brick to tell that they had 
once been here? Is this all that pilgrims from Folkestone come forth into the 
wilderness to see? I had had a delightful walk, however, so far, and the scenery 
of the hills was picturesque enough to please a more fastidious pedestrian than 
myself ; but if this is the Well, it is rather a sell ! 

So now I took to birds’-Desting, not that I wanted to rob the little birds of 
their eggs, but only just to refresh the memory of juvenile days by looking at 
them. I followed the hedgerow that runs along at the foot of the Castle Hill, and 
looked out for birds’ nests and new specimens of ornithology. I have heard of such 
rare birds as the golden oriole being seen about here, but I was not fortunate 
enough to catcha glimpse of one, and being a rare summer visitant, it was hardly 
to be expected that I should at so early a period. Indeed, I may say that 
although I followed this bushy hedgerow for more than a mile, I saw only three 
birds which I do not see every day in my own suburban garden ; these were the 
yellow-hammer, cuckoo, and bullfinch, the latter a lovely specimen. With the 
yellow-hammer I had a pleasant five minutes ; he sat on a sprig ten yards away, 
and together we sang his little song, rising the gamut from a low note to a high 
one, and then dropping suddenly to a low one; he sang and I whistled and he 
seemed quite disappointed when I no longer followed his lead. 

As to birds’ nests, though I searched diligently amongst the bushes, I found 
only the shattered remains of a blackbird’s nest in a buckthorn and blackberry 
bush, so artfully placed that it was impossible to get at it without cutting the 
prickly thorns to pieces. The bush was full of large stones ; it was clear that 
juvenile ornithologists had discovered that nest before me, and being unable to 
reach it without scratching their hands and tearing their clothes, they threw in 
these large stones and so destroyed it. Jam an old man ; but I have still some 
lingering consciousness of a like destructive propensity in my boyish days, so I 
won't think too harshly of these urchins. 

On returning home, I told a townsman of my search for ‘‘ The Holy Well,” 
and my disappointment at the result, and then I learnt that after all I had not 
found it ; so next morning I made another pilgrimage, this time following the 
same route to the foot of “ The Sugar Loaf.” I ascended its eastern shoulder 
up to a point where I could see down the north side of the hill, and there, sure 
enough, was the Well—nestling at the foot of an amphitheatre formed by three 
hills, with an open look-out seaward to the south-west. I descended the hill, 
and found a small pond about thirty yards long by ten yards wide, the sides 
trampled in by cattle, the margin surrounded by flags, the middle overgrown 
with rushes, and the surface partly covered with leaves of the water-lily not yet 
in bloom, and the green slime of frogs. The water seemed to be the happy 
home of tadpoles. 

At the lowest end the water trickled into a circular well, made of bricks, 
about ft. or 6ft. in diameter. This water was also covered over with green 
slime, At a lower level, and on the opposite side, the holy water trickled out 
of the Well again into a tinkling rivulet, and here, in the water, I found thousands 
of small black pilgrims, their heads towards the Well, and their little tails 
waggling behind them. On the brick rim of the Well, which seemed to be of 
modern reconstruction, I founda halfpenny, left there by some previous pilgrim, 
doubtless, for the benefit of a poor brother, and, as such, I pocketed it. The 
holy water wends its way down an old course for about 30yds., and then sud- 
denly vanishes in a little swamp. The originof this Well is doubtful. There is 
a broad green path winding down to it from the Canterbury-road, quite evidently 
cut out of the sides of the steeply sloping hill. The Canterbury-road passes over 
the shoulder of the ‘‘ Sugarloaf,” and it is quite reasonable to picture bands of 
heated and weary pilgrims, on their way to the shrine of St. Thomas 4 Becket, 
turning from the main road, and wending their way down this broad and slant- 
ing, and now grassy, path, to refresh themselves and be blessed by this holy 
water. 

Tt is a charming spot for a summer encampment ; but where could Canterbury 
pilgrims have come from to find themselves here? They must have come from 
over the sea, under the pious inspiration of Notre Dame dé L’étoile de Boulogne. 


“ The holy, blissful martyr for to seke, 
That hem hath holpen, whan that they were seke.”’ 


For although, as Chaucer tells us, they came “ from every shiré’s end of Engle- 
lond,” the foot of the Sugar Loaf Hill is surely about the last place where any 
English pilgrims need have found themselves. 

The hills around, however, have all the appearance of rougher work than 
these devout pilgrims were likely to have bestowed on them ; they have evi- 
dently been the scene of Roman or old Saxon encampments, and the origin of 
the Well in the hollow, or rather of the circular bricked formation, would thus 
be better explained. 

When I had finished my inspection I scrambled up to the turnpike road ; I 
had observed from the top of the Castle Hill two pilgrims wending their way 
along the foot, evidently in search of holy water. ‘They came to the first 
puddle hole, and after inspecting it as I had done, they turned their weary foot- 
steps homewards, thinking, no doubt, they had performed a pious act, and 
perhaps a little disappointed ; they had passed within a hundred yards of the 
real Well without seeing it | 

Just as I reached the brow of the plateau, I saw at some distance a hare 
cantering along in a line straight towards me. I stood perfectly still, and he 
came up so near that I could have struck him with my umbrella; but why 
should I? Ishould have been delighted to shake a paw with him. I suppose 
in his blindness he mistook me for a tree or a four-legged animal ; but no 
sooner did he discover that I was only a two-legged one, than his gentle confi- 
dence was gone—he was off like a dart. Hares, I believe, cannot see straight 
before them. 

The weather now compelled me to retreat homewards ; I only saw a boy 
standing up in a donkey-cart searching for bird’s nests in the roadside hedgerow. 
A little further on I met a bold pedlar leading a horse and cart from one side 
of the road to the other for the horse to graze as he slowly travelled along. 
The cart had this remarkable inscription emblazoned on its front in large letters 
of gold: t Grildroy Scamp, Scissors and Knives to Grind.” He was evidently 
proud of his name ; but he didn’t look a bad fellow. 


(Completion next week.) 
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_ OLD Lady (very much shocked): “Little boys, what are you playing ‘shinny’ 
for on the Sabbath day?” Little boys: “We're playing fer fi’ cents a game.”— 
fe, 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Factory Operatives and Workers in Manufactories.—The remarkable 
remedies which have been discovered and perfected by Thomas Holloway, and which have for more 
than forty years been successfully used in every quarter of the globe, are especially useful in all the 
manifold ailments which afflict those who by reason of their occupations are confined for years, or all 
their lives, in crowded buildings and workshops. Holloway’s Pills and Ointment are associated 
remedies, the former restoring the vital powers when diminished, and always acting as an efficient 
blood purifier, whilst the latter relieves local maladies, checks inflammation, and acts as a cleansing 
and healing agent in cases of bad legs, bad breasts, ulcers, and unhealthy sores of all kinds, 








“VAL. CONSON,”, Erc. 


By T. E. PRITT. 


“Dost thou think, because thou art virtuous, there shall.be no more cakes and ale?” 
—TWeELFTH NIGHT. 


WHICH itis all along of that “ Val Conson”! But what can you 
expect from a man with a name like that? J take it as another 
evidence of the reviving interest in pugilism that I have received 
many letters urging me to let him have it, to pitch into him, and 
generally to smash him. Nor are these encouraging effusions con- 
fined solely to male anglers, for among others there is the follow- 
ing, addressed to the Editor, which, if less pronouncedly bellicose in 
spirit than some of the others, is none the less indicative of rising 
rebellion among those we cherish most :— 


“ Dear Mr, Editor,—That ‘Val Conson’ is a horrid wretch, and I should like to 
make him write just one article to see what it looked like. And as for yourself, I 
think you a bad, base man, for attempting to support his opinion in the slightest 
manner, when he tells such awful stories about the dear old FISHING GAZETTE, I 
think ‘ Gilnockie,’ Mr. EK, M. Tod, Mr. Pritt [bless you, my child], ‘ Johnny Chat,’ 
‘The Hon. Chaplain, and many others ‘real nice,’ and enjoy their articles very 
much indeed. Do please print this, and perhaps it will make ‘ Val Conson’ feel a 
wee bit sorry he has been so naughty. Papa fully sympathises with me in this 
matter,—Yours very truly, 

“A Youne Lapy AneiEr, AGED SEVENTEEN.” 


There! now, “ Val”—perhaps you understand what a wretch you are ; and as 
for you, my dear Marston, you see what sweet seventeen thinks about you. 
Miserable sinners, both of you ! 

Not that “Val Conson” is altogether wrong, my good reader, any more than 
he is altogether right. His letter, as I read it, is intended briefly to convey 
this meaning : “If you observe anything in connection with the recreative art 
you practise, give your brethren the benefit of your observations ; but when you 
tell them, stick to business as closely as a flea, and don’t embellish your articles 
with any flounces of decorative finery.” In his first desire he is right ; in his 
second he is as cracked as he would like to see the flea. 

Now, I don’t mind saying frankly I have a great dislike for faddy anglers— 
men who will argue for a week whether a sneck bend, or a round bend, or a 
Grecian bend is the only one to be relied on to hook fish ; whether the reason 
you don’t catch as many fish as the farmer’s lad is because your rod is too stiff, 
or too pliable ; and how you have no chance of making a basket because you 
have dressed an Iron-Blue Dun from a blue rock pigeon, instead of a cock 
waterhen. Don’t misunderstand me, it is impossible to over-estimate the value 
of close observation in regard to the smallest affairs of angling ; but it is ridi- 
culous to occupy columns of valuable space in a newspaper with hair-splitting 
arguments about tackle. The finest tackle in the universe is useless in the hands 
of a duffer. Give him a gun or a horse, and he may be equal to doing some- 
thing of consequence to himself or others ; but a fishing-rod is a very different 
matter. Why, I know a working-man who could, I truly believe, go down to a 
certain trout stream with three yards and a half of gas-piping for a rod, and 
the same length of bell-wire for a line, and kill more fish than other anglers I 
know with the best of tackle, provided he was permitted to dress his own flies 
at the riverbank in imitation of the natural insects which he found on the 
water. It is a combination of man and tackle that kills the fish, man predomi- 
nating largely ; and though, in my humble opinion, it is the bounden duty 
of every angler who has observed something new or curious in relation to the 
multitudinous details which make the art of angling what it is, to communicate 
it for the benefit of others, I do say emphatically that when an angler begins 
to tell me his ill-luck was due to the fact that his running-line was not fine 
enough, or because he had no check on his reel, and so on, I know what to 
think of him, and despise him ; and that is the reason why, in more than three 
hundred angling articles I have written, I have tried to avoid these tiresome, 
and for the most part useless, disquisitions on tackle. 

Once more, let me ask you not to misinterpret my meaning, which is this : 
Get the best tackle you can afford to buy, because it is cheaper in the long run 
to do so, and many of the modern improvements tend greatly to an angler’s 
comfort in many ways. Learn by observation or from books the seasons, the 
nature, and the likeness of the aquatic insects you are to use in counterfeit ; 
find out where the fish are lying ; and if in due course you are successful, and 
you meet with an incident which you have never before seen recorded, by all 
means let us know about it ;-but if you catch nothing, do not write and blame 
your tackle, and argue that a rod half-an-ounce lighter would have made all the 
difference. “ Val Conson” is right in asking for records of anglers’ observations. 

And we have still much to learn in regard to many things of consequence to 
the best anglers. I would appeal to fishermen throughout the three kingdoms | 
to aid in making observations in regard to the daily temperature of their various 
rivers and lakes, the daily hatch of flies thereon, tabulated side by side with 
the temperature, the varying humours of fish as affected thereby, and the effect 
of cold or heat on aquatic life generally. A regular system of such records 
pursued daily for three or four years by intelligent riverkeepers, or others 
having access to the waters, would, I am convinced, do more to solve some of 
the riddles which have perplexed us ever since the day that Noah first found 
the fish would not bite, than all the windy disquisitions on the virtues of rods 
and lines that were ever written or argued. If this is what “ Val Conson” would 
suggest, he and I are agreed. 

But we differ 7m toto on the decorative business. The dry-as-dust details of 
angling and nothing else would ruin not only the best paper in the world, but 
the British Constitution in two months. It is variation that makes life itself 
palatable. What is the cosiest little dinner without the sauces and the condi- 
ments, the lamps, the lights reflected in the mirrors, the smiles of fair women, 
and the scent of flowers? Are we to shut our eyes and stop our ears for fear 
the shimmering light of silver May among the waving branches that screen the 
woodland path, and the songs of birds delirious with the joy of springtime, should 
linger with us and break out afterwards, as they will in the meanest of us, when 
sweet memory comes to cheer us in the winter of the year? No, ‘ Val”; it is 
part of the angler’s recreation; it was the part that made ‘“ The Complete 
Angler”; it has enticed and solaced, soothed and comforted, encouraged and 
elevated many a hard-worked man whose only glimpse of God’s blue sky from 
year to year has been at the riverside on some long-expected holiday, where he 
learnt the lesson of life from the water stealing irresistibly to the sea. Don’t 
say it is all nonsense ; I know better, and so do you. You were wrong side out, 
or were piqued when you wrote that letter, or had had too many pickled onions— 
now had you not? We will, in spite of you, have the angler’s art as Walton 
made it, and Francis adorned it. 

I repeat, we cannot afford to do as ‘‘ Val Conson” would seem to wish, and give 
up all that relates to angling except the simple facts. What would become of 
dear old Christopher North and the Ettrick Shepherd if all their imaginary 
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fishing exploits are to be wiped out of existence and forgotten 2? Would “ Val” 
try to make us believe we should transpose the words of Rabelais, and render 
them thus— ; . 
“ One inch of grief surmounts of joy a span, 
Because to cry is proper to the man”? 


Sir, we will not do it—at least, I will not ; and in order to bring “ Val Conson” 
to a sense of his position, let me tell him what the Yankee sailor said on the 
subject of the luxury of yachting. His sentiments were perhaps “not quite 
reg’lar,” like those of Mr. Charles Wyndham in one of his characters, but they 
will serve to illustrate the fact that even the noble art of sailing a magnificent 
yacht requires more etceteras than one might at a first glance think. 

“Certainly, she’s a yacht. She wasn’t a yacht yesterday, but she’s a yacht 
now.” “ How,” asked his questioner, “can she be a yacht to-day if she was 
not a yacht yesterday ? It seems to me she’s more like an old tub than a yacht.” 
“Well,” continued the tar, “you see I had her washed out, and I’ve filled up her 
cabin with liquors and cigars ; put seven cases of lager and a barrel of Bass in 
the fo’castle, and if that don’t make her a yacht, then I don’t know what a 
yacht is. It ain't the build of a vessel that makes her a yacht—it’s the liquor, 
and the cigars, and the ham sandwiches, and the folks that’s put on board of her 
that makes her a yacht. Put a crowd on board of her that can get tight and 
play Billy all round afore they get out of the harbour, and she'll be sucha yacht 
as no true gentleman need be ashamed on.” 

I would have neither “Val Conson” nor any other reader make a deduction from 
this moral narrative other than the one already set forth—that it is variety that 
makes most things tolerable. Look how the Irishman illustrated it. He was 
employed as a professional fisherman on the river Shannon, and someone made 
the remark to him that he must lead a very dull life. ‘Not a bit oy it,” says he. 
“Some quare things are happenin’ now and thin on the river. A while back, 
now, poor Mike Doolan, the little tailor with the cork leg, in our village, died, 
and we waked him and buried him in Limerick Churchyard ; and six nights 
afther comes a tatterin’, tearin’ flood down the Shannon, and it got into the 
churchyard, and the eels got in wid it, and they rooted up poor Mike in his 
grave, and ate him up, and carried him off, body and soul, leg and all. An’ two 
days afther my father was out on the river, an’ he sees a tunderin’ great fish on 
the top o’ the wather ; an’ he lets fly wid his gun, and, begorra, he shot an’ eel 
about 100lb. weight—and he couldn’t get down from the top of the wather 
bekase he’d got Mickey Doolan’s cork leg in his belly.” 

I suppose ‘‘ Val Conson” will tell us we ought to take a common-sense view of 
this matter because it is really a very serious business, both as regards the rela- 
tivesof the man and the eel. It has long been known, ever since the sad death 
of the “Sir Thomas” recorded by Ingoldsby, that eels are not averse to a good 
fat knight, whether of the lance or the thimble. Micky Doolan differed from 
Sir Thomas only in degree, and in the fact that he had a cork leg ; and what 
more natural than that the leg should go where Micky went, and that the un- 
fortunate eel that got it should be unable to get down, for the simple reason 
that the specific gravity of cork is lighter than that of water. So there is really 
nothing to laugh at ; indeed, it is only what was to be expected. 

Tt is no use “Val,” we must laugh while we can. I have read your letter very 
carefully, and have no doubt when this you see you'llgo for me. I can’t help 
it; when I have anything to say about angling of any moment or interest to 
my brethren, I will be sufficiently earnest and practical to say it for the benefit 
of anyone to whom it may be of service ; and they in their turn, there can be no 
doubt, will return the favour by putting at our disposal such facts as they pick 
up. That they will “wet” many a fish we know—that goes without saying ; 
and I agree with you they need not tell us, or remind us, unless we are there 
also ; nor need they say how “ mine host” of the Dumpling stood at the door 
with a fat smile onhis face to welcome them, and charged them nothing extra 
for wearing it ; nor need they even inform us that they slept well and the sun 
rose next day as if nothing unusual had happened. These are the very 
common-places of the business, which the .meanest intellect knows 
without being reminded of them in print. But, as a_ constant 
angling writer, I am afraid if we are only to write to the papers when 
we have something new to relate we shall many of us be silent for ever. And 
it often happens that a bare suggestion will beget a most interesting and profit- 
able discussion. But do not let ‘‘Val Conson” begrudge the space an angler- 
naturalist may use in writing of the butterflies that danced about him in the 
meadows, or Harmony made a living thing in form of a kingfisher, that flashed 
down the brook in the sunlight, because to hear of them is to be reminded once 
more of the sterling truth, “It is not all of fishing to catch fish.” Last week’s 
GazeETTE, for instance, contained a gem from “ Duns Scotus” (“ Here’s tae ye, 
‘Duns’”), of a kind which would be shut out entirely if “ Val Conson’s ” idea of 
how it ought to be done came to be adopted. 

Lastly, “ Val,” as it is Christmas, and I know you like a good story, I will tell 
you one which I should never have heard had I not been an angler, and might 
never have recorded in the “I. G.” had you not lured me on to show how 
yariety lends spice to life. This tale was told to me in the calm twilight of a 
May evening, when the gloomy shadow of Hellvellyn was darkening all the 
head of Ullswater, and the music of the ripples against the motionless boat 
were the only sounds in the air, except the peals of laughter with which I woke 
the slumbering echoes in the glen behind Leyulph’s Tower. 

Michael O’Rafferty was an Irishman, and as he thought it decent to die it 
became necessary to bury him. The order for his coffin was given to Timothy 
Mulligan, a first-rate joiner, but no scholar. When Tim came to put on the 
coffin-plate and paint in the lettering, he got on all right with the words, 
“Michael O’Rafferty, aged ——,” and there he stuck. “28” it should have 
been, but Tim could no more make the figures than he could bring Mike back 
to life again. ‘‘ Patrick,” says he to a small boy out in the road— Patrick, my 
son, how do yiz make 28?” “Four sevens is 28,” says Pat. ‘“Thrue for you,” 
says Tim. ‘That'll do for me,” so down went the 7777 ; and when they got Mr. 
O’Rafferty to the graveside, and the coffin stood on the bier there, and the 
priest was uttering a solemn warning, he said, “‘ Here was a fine lad for yiz ; 
taken away in the prime of life, too. Quite a young man; he was only——” 
and then he saw something on the coffin-lid he couldn’t understand. “ He was 
only——,.” he continued, and then he pulled out his glasses, and looking close 
at the inscription broke out, “My good Katty, he was seven thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-seven! How, in the name of goodness, did he escape the 
Flood ?” 

“Val,” my boy, there is a good deal in this article which I admit has little to 
do with angling ; yet will I bet you a new hat you have read “every word of it, 
and here and there smiled, or at least sniggered, contemptuously. 
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AN ATTEMPT TO SET THE BOILING POT ON THE HOB. 


‘By CoTswoLp Isys, M.A. 
(Author of “ An Angler’s Strange Experiences”). 


AS one of those “angling writers” who have lately received so 
severe a castigation at the hands of“ Val Conson,” I feel constrained 
to come forward in defence of my fellow-craftsmen, and to try to 
show what the results to angling literature would be if his advice 
were followed. I feel that that letter, and the letters of the minority 
that agrees with him, may possibly influence the writing in this 
ably-edited GAZETTE for evil, and tend to put a drag on its writers 
who week by week entertain us. 

I was glad to observe that the Editor made an important reserve when he re- 
marked at the end of that letter, “‘ With much of this criticism we agree” ; 
clearly implying that he did not agree with alJ. And it is sufficiently evident 
that he does not do the latter, by the character of the articles that he writes as 
author and admits as editor. I, too, will not go so far as to say that there is no 
occasion for ‘‘ Val Conson’s” strictures. Perhaps some of us are occasionally 
too diffuse. No doubt the details of drinking and smoking concerts might well 
be spared us ; and certainly many suggested profane expletives and explosives 
might be better away. 

The Editor himself has often more than hinted this to his “‘ Correspondents,” 
and we are pleased to see that many of them have had the good taste to act upon 
his suggestions, to the marked improvement of the Gazerrr. But if I under- 
stand ‘‘ Val Conson” aright, he would have us writers so ‘boil down” all our 
fishing articles as to eliminate all descriptions of the scenes of our exploits, all 
excursions of fancy, all that may be said to constitute the poetry of literature, 
and to leave nothing but the cold, hard facts of our mere fishing, the tackle we 
use, the way we use it, the number of fish we catch, and the baits we caught 
them with, and so on; leaving out everything that can gratify the taste and 
the imagination, and retaining only that which can satisfy the low Brummagem 
craving for the useful and the “ practical.” 

Now at first this sounds to many very sensible, and in this hard, practical 
age would be sure to evoke many a “ Hear, hear!” But it is one of those 
plausibilities that will not bear examination for a moment, nor, after examina- 
tion, win the applause of any but a Gradgrind. No literature, no oratory 
would bear this much vaunted boiling-down theory in practice, without fatal 
results to its excellency and charm. By that, all the charm of it, and all the 
spirit of it, would be volatilised into thin air, and would vanish from it at 
once, leaving little else than a caput mortuwm. 'Take a speech by the late Lord 
Beaconsfield on “Finance” or any other subject, or by Lord Randolph 
Churchill, or Mr. Bright, and “ boil it down” so that all the wit is taken out of 
it, and all the sparkling by-play, and all the illustrations from biography and 
history, or from the sayings and doings of the men of our own time, and all what 
men are wont to call “eloquence,” and let nothing remain in it but dry 
“statistics,” or matter-of-fact arguments, and cold information—that is, let it 
be “ practical” in ‘ Val Conson’s” sense—and how many would buy the paper in 
which it was reported, or care to peruse its tedious columns? And of those 
who might be induced to read it for the sake of its mere information, how 
many would feel any real pleasure in such reading? Or, take a sermon by 
Masillon, or our own Dr. Chalmers, and “ boil it down.” Make it, as the foolish 
ery is, “short and practical.” Reduce it to twenty minutes in length by taking 
out of it all its ornament, all its illustrations, all its excursive soarings and ex- 
patiations, all its “piling on” of line upon line and appeal on apf@al, all that 
constitutes what is meant by its eloquence, and only keep that which is “ prac- 
tical "—that is, its dry grounds of faith or rules of duty—and what would be 
the result of that sagely economic procedure? It would be as dry as one of 
‘ Simeon’s Skeletons,” or as “The Whole Duty of Man.” Do we think that 
crowds would flock to hear such lifeless stuff as that, or that such sermons would 
live to be read with pleasure by after generations? Or take Ruskin’s “Stones 
of Venice” and boil those charming pages down in the same way, and let us 
have only the dates of the buildings of the watery queen (I beg pardon, “ Val 
Conson,” I ought to have said simply town /), the names of their architects, and 
the measurements of the stones, with the plain, “ practical ” recipes for making 
the mortar, and none of that rhodomontade of sentiment and poetry that fills 
page after page—well, and what then? This: You have a builder’s estimate, 
or a few pages of a mere Murray’s “Guide,” instead of Ruskin’s “Stones of 
Venice.” 

But I will pass from such instances, which might be multiplied as forceful 
examples, and confine myself to one or two from angling literature alone. The 
Editor, I am sure, will not boil me down in this paper; because how can I 
show adequately the folly of boiling-down if I myself amboiled down? I will 
not waste space, but I must have space, for without it it is impossible that [ can 
show the need of space. But I will hasten at once to put the matter in a clear 
light by brief reference to angling literature itself. The charming articles by 
the “ Amateur Angler” would make a fine text ; but I take my first illustration 
from only the last number of this journal—from “ Recollections of a Veteran 
Fly-Fisher.—No. III. By H. R. Francis, M.A.” I am sure every intelligent 
reader of our GAZETTE will say that we always read Mr. Francis’s articles with 
great pleasure. And I am sure that every angler reads them with pleasure (even 
“Val Conson” himself), even though he may not be able to analyse the source 
of his pleasure, or to determine the constituents of it. If, however, we try to 
do this, whence shall we find the pleasure to proceed ? Is it from the description 
of his rod or tackle, or of the number and weight of his fish, &c., that this 
pleasure proceeds? Certainly not. It is chiefly from the setting of such 
information, from his picturesque and graceful limning of his localities and 
experiences and feelings, and from those pretty little episodes describing the in- 
mates of “The Cross Keys,” and his jokes with “big Kate,” and so on. Who 
would have Mr. Francis boil all that away? My venerable brother-writer, you 
have, I see, taken up more thana whole column with such “ digressions,” or, 
as ‘Val Conson” would say, “stuffing” and “ padding”; and really you have 
not said very much that is “practical.” Ah, so it appears to the superficial. 
But I think such writing very practical in the noble sense of the word, 
after all; for you thus teach us how to make fishing really enjoyable and 
the literature of it pleasant reading. I am not the Editor, itis true, and I have 
no right to presume upon his prerogatives, and yet I feel constrained to say for 
myself : Do not in future papers boil down “ Kitsan Fawr ” (she would take a 
lot of boiling down, being of such a size !), or any other such interesting damsels. 
Chat with them, as old Izaak did with the pretty milkmaids, in your fishing, and 
record for us, as he did, your jokes and repartees among the buttercups and 
daisies with them, and we shall, be sure, be grateful to you, and be very glad 
that we subscribe to the Gazerre that provides us with such pleasant reading. 

I might take even more forcible illustrations from the illustrious namesake of 
the last-mentioned writer—viz., Francis Francis ; and the most forcible of all 
from Izaak Walton himself. But even the discriminating Editor of this journal 














WRITING in the World of December 22nd, 1886, Edmund Yates says :—‘ Mention made in certain 
Reminiscences of mine of a pleasant and wholesome alcohol stimulant called ‘ BUSHMILLS WHISKEY ’ 
has led the proprietors of the famous Distillery in Belfast to assure me that their alcohol is still extant 
in its pristine excellence, and, to confirm the assurance, send me a specimen of their produce. ‘All 
taps,’ we are assured by Mr. Stiggins, ‘is wanity,’ but I am glad to find that a favourite wanity of my 
youth is as mellow and as innocuous as when first introduced to my notice by my old friend Captain 
“edie Reid.” All orders to be addressed to The Bushmills Old Distillery Co., Limited, 1, Hill-street, 
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IN DOVEDALE. 


(From Original Sketch by F, CARLESS.) 


will “ boil me down” if I proceed to do so. [had better, therefore, without giving 
illustrations from their work in proof of my position, content myself with ask- 
ing : What constitutes the great charm of both these angling writers, especially 
dear old Izaak? Is it the “ practical” portion of their writings—the mere 
“Directions How to Make Flies,” or “‘ How to Catch the Luce,” &c., or is it in 
the setting of this information, in the atmosphere that surrounds it, in the paint- 
ing thatadorns it, in the perspective that is given to it, in the wit that plays 
around it, in the poetry that gives it an accompaniment of music—that is, in 
just those very constituents that we, their humble followers, are asked to 
boil away? Fishing is not the mere butchery of fish. The art of angling 
is not a mere “pot-boiler’s” trade. It is not even a mere sport. It is a 
healthful and refined pastime, in which the true angler finds more pleasure 
in its accessories than he does even in itself; in his pleasant walks abroad, 
and in the manifold beauties of nature rather than in the mere filling 
his creel with so many fish to eat. And soa good angling article or poem is 
not that whith imitates the style of a tackle-maker’s catalogue, but one which 
(like a picture by Rolfe) gives pleasure to taste and delight to fancy, and scope 
for imagination, and a charm to the sense of the beautiful ; and it can never 
do that if the Brummagem spirit of mere utilitarianism is ailowed to rule it. 
Tt is impossible than an editor can rigidly exclude from ‘his journal everything 
that is not up to the standard of his own taste, especially in the “ Correspond- 
ence.” He is obliged to cater for all tastes, more or less. But let us writers 
strive to elevate angling more and more into an art, and to refine it more and 
more from vulgarities, and in that way we shall accomplish gradually the refine- 
ment of the taste of our readers. Our casts may appear to some tastes too ‘far 
off and fine” ; but we may be sure that the best fish will rise to them, and in the 
end we shall have the fuller creels. 








THE RIVER DOVE, IN DOVEDALE. 
[SEE ILLUSTRATION. ] 


ABOVE all others, the Dove certainly is “the brook” which ever- 
lastingly sings— 
“ T chatter, chatter, as I flow 
To join the brimming river ; 
For men may come, and men may go, 
But I flow on for ever.” 

Men do come here now as they did in Izaak’s time, and as he 
himself came ; and, alas! men do go, as he has gone. I, too, must 
leave soon ; but before I go, let me pause for a moment to inform 
those of my readers who know this lovely spot that the Dove is not 
like other rivers— 


“Tt winds about, and in and out, 
With here a blossom sailing, 
And here and there a lusty trout, 

And here and there a grayling.” 


It runs in a perfect zigzag—straight from each zag to each zig—then 
suddenly turning an abrupt corner straight on to another zag, and 
8o on, each stretch running for two or three hundred yards, each side 
lined with limestone, mossy rocks, anil steeple-like spires, or wood- 
clad hills coming sheer down to the water’s edge, leaving only a 
narrow space, varying from one to ten yards for Piscator’s opera- 
tions. Ineach of these stretches are two or three cascades, which 
extend quite across the stream, like natural mill-dams, forming 
pretty waterfalls of 3ft. ordft. deep. It is at the foot of these little 
cataracts that the hopes of the experienced angler lie—here, if any- 
where, will you catch your wary trout. 

It was here, in one of these musical swirls, that I, the youngest 
disciple, hooked and landed my first trout. Ah! the excitement of 
that happy moment, when, to my utter astonishment, I felt a heavy 
tug at myrod! “Pooh! another weed,” I cried.—(From “An 
Amateur Angler’s Days in Dovedale.”) 


ANGLERS’ RIGHTS ON THE TRENT. 
IMPORTANT DECISION. 


A VERY important case as affecting the public rights of Trent 
anglers was investigated by the county magistrates at Nottingham 
last Saturday afternoon. A tradesmin, named William Collishaw, 
who is a well-known angler, was summoned for fishing in the river 
Trent, in the private water of Mr. W. R. Clifton, of Clifton Hall, at 
Clifton. Mr. Stanger, barrister, prosecuted; and Mr. T. Edward 
Dove, barrister, defended. 

Considerable interest was felt by the local angling community in 
the hearing of the proceedings. : 


Mr. Stanger briefly opened the case, and stated that he should prove the 
defendant was caught fishing without permission in the Trent, where the land 
on both sides was the property of Mr. Clifton. 

Frederick James Boast, gamekeeper, in the service of Mr. Clifton, deposed 
that on the 29th Oct. he found the defendant and another man fishing from a 
boat in his employer’s private water underneath Clifton Grove. He did not 
see them take any fish. 

The agent to Mr. Clifton proved the ownership of the soil on each side of 
the river where the two men were caught. 

The defence, as raised by Mr. Cole, was that the soil belonged to the Crown, 
and the angling in the portion of the river referred to, to the burgesses of Not- 
tingham. According to the borough records, even if the magistrates found that 
Mr, Clifton had any established right it was subject to a right of the public to 
angle. 

One of the-sitting magistrates pointed out that Mr. Clifton sold the gravel 
out of the river. 

Mr. Dove replied that no evidence had been adduced tc prove it. 


Mr. Franklin, another magistrate, asked who claimed the minerals under the 
water. If people were entitled to the fish, they were entitled, by the same rule 
of argument, to the minerals. 

Mr. Dove said that had nothing to do with his case. He had endeavoured to 
show positively that Mr. Clifton had not established his right to prosecute, and 
he made a reasonable claim on behalf of the anglers of Nottingham to oust 
their Justice’s decision. He then proceeded to call a large number of witnesses 
—burgesses of Nottingham—who proved fishing in this particular part of the 
river, both from boats and the banks, for years past, without ever having been 
interfered with. 

Mr. Stanger, in replying on the case, pointed out that the charters on which 
Mr. Dove had laid such great stress, as intimating a right to the burgesses to 
fish in Mr, Clifton’s water, did not really affect the fisheries at all, and he pressed 
for a conviction. 

The magistrates held that the defendant was guilty, and conyicted him ina 
penalty of 21s. 

Mr. Dove applied for a case for the Superior Courts. 

The magistrates refuzed to grant a case, whereupon Mr. Dove asked for a 
certificate of refusal. 

The fine was paid. 





SALMON-POACHING IN DUMFRIESSHIRE.—During the latter part of the salmon- 
fishing season it was reported that a good deal of salmon-poaching was going on in 
the river Annan and tributaries by netting. Since the angling season closed and 
the salmon have been ascending the rivers in large numbers, “ burning the waters ”’ 
and other illegal modes of taking fish have been, it is believed, resorted to in various 
districts, and a few of the depredators caught. Netting is also, it seems, being 
resorted to. The other night, the police in their rounds came upon three men 
engaged netting a pool of the Kinnel, Two men were on the north and one on the 
south bank of the river. The police were on the latter bank, and as they went 
forward the poacher sprang from the high bank into the water. One of the police- 
officers followed suit, and came up with the poacher as he swam for the opposite 
bank, from which his companions had fled. The other constables secured the net. 
The poacher was, of course, taken into custody, and although the others escaped, 
they are known.—Scottish News, 


i aes 











bys 





_ Mr. A. went to London for 


_ ated in an article on pre- 


Dec 17, 1887. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


371 


EY 


MR. W.) H. ALDAM 


(EDITOR AND COMPILER OF “A QUAINT TREATISE ON FLIES 
AND FLY-MAKING.”) 


THE portrait we have much pleasure in presenting to our readers 
this week, taken from a photograph by Byrne and Co., Richmond, 
Surrey, is a likeness of Mr. W. H. Aldam, of Oak Lea, Hook, 
Winchfield, Hants. Mr. A. was born in Sheffield on the 7th of 
January, 1814, and in very early years fishing proclivities duly 
developed themselves. Accordingly, his grandfather coached him 
up to minnow and gudgeon-fishing ; but the boy having acquired the art of 
tying black-fly tackles (so-called)—viz., a tackle whereon to impale wood-flies 
(a fly rather longer and greyer than the bluebottle)—discarded minnow and 
gudgeon, and went in for trout-fishing in brooks overhung with bushes where 
artificial fly-fishing was an impossibility, and many a heavy pannier from ten 
to twenty brace of spotted beauties he used to bring home during the summer 
holidays. 

When scholastic education was ended he was articled to a Sheffield solicitor, 
and during his clerkship became acquainted with the then most accomplished 
fly-fisher and fly-maker, the 
late John Turton, of Shef- 
field, who instructed him in 
fly-making,and inducted him 
to the then beautiful streams — $$ 
near Sheffield, but specially 
to the favourite length of 
the picturesque Derwent 
from Grindleford Bridge, 
through Hathersage Dale, 
up to Mytham Bridge. 

After clerkship was ended 


a two years’ residence to 
pursue his studies in bar- 
risters’ chambers, and nearly | 
at the end of the two years 
an old fishing friend called, 
and the neglected and 
poached state of the Der- 
went was discussed and de- 
plored, and Mr. A. then 
promised, on his return to 
Sheffield, to form a club 
for preservation ; and this 
he did, as the following will | 
show, which we give in Mr. 
A.’s own words, incorpor- 


serving unutilised waters : 

“Having before me an 
analysis of sport obtained 
from seven years’ angling, 
principally fly-fishing, I am 
induced to write upon it in 
the hope that by showing 
what can be done by nur- 
sing and preserving a few 
miles of river, some of your 
readers may be stimulated 
to operate—by means of 
clubs or privately—upon 
any waste and unproductive 
waters under their control. 
The immense amount of 
waste waters in this king- 
dom—rivers by miles and 
acres untold—now yielding 
little or nothing, either in 
the shape of food or sport, 
ought to be utilised, and 
this can be done at com- 
paratively little expense. 
Why should not the acre- 
age of waste, unproductive 
waters, and the miles of 
polluted and unpolluted 








water. So much for the sport of the thing ; but let us take other views—a 
utilitarian one, for instance. How much has been expended in rods, lines, 
flies, &c. ; how much in travelling expenses ; how much money to the benefit 
of the little inn and inhabitants of the pretty valley in which this fishery 
exists, let alone the exclusion of the poaching ruffians who infested it ; how 
much to the sturdy keepers (one an old reclaimed poacher), their wives and 
families ; and how grateful are all the farmers on both sides of the stream for 
having stiles kept in order, gates shut, trespassers warned off, and fences un- 
broken, or, if broken, repaired? If these remarks tend to the formation of 
other clubs, and to open the eyes of those who have a command of unutilised 
water, the object of the writer will have been obtained. 

“Much more, however, can be said. It may be as well now to add that the 
seven miles of gritstone water, the preservation of which was commenced, 
according to promise, in June, 1838, had been next to ruined; but there being 
some rocky holes unnettable, a scanty stock of fish was always left, although the 
nets were used every night when possible, and each hole was drawn three times, 
the last draw always taking the largest fish. I was coached up to these facts by 
a young villager [ used to employ to carry both game-bag and fish-pannier, 








and whose brother was the most determined netter of the gang; but this 
fellow left the country the year before preservation commenced, much to my 
relief, as I was hon. secre- 
tary for the first ten years. 
In the grayling season this 
man has been known to net 
si | at night, and when he got 
home and out of his clotkes, 
they, the frozen clothes, 
would stand up as if the 
wearer were in them. In 
spite of the strong opposi- 
tion to preservation, the 
first season told its tale, and 
in the fourth season mem- 
bers were killing ten to 
fifteen brace per day, an 
average of three brace 
daily being considered good 
sport during the first season. 
The tenant of the little inn 
soon saw the necessity of 
petitioning his landlord, the 
late Duke of Devonshire, to 
build additional rooms, and 
the old club is now flourish- 
jing with a much enhanced 
subscription and entrance 
fee, a vacancy being snapped 
as soon as it occurs. 
“Trom 1838 to the pre- 
sent time many thousand 
pounds have been expended 
in the valley through which 
the main river runs, many 
millions of trout have been 
bred and reared, hundreds 
of thousands of trout and 
grayling have been caught, 
and the number of days’ 
sport, and the number of 
men who have enjoyed the 





same, are uncountable. 
After this, what about 
waste, neglected, unpre- 
served, and unprofitable 
water ? 


“Tt is a crying shame 
that so many of our British 
rivers should have been, 
and still are, polluted for 
selfish purposes ; but there 
are yet acres of water— 
lakes, ponds, rivers, brooks, 
and brooklets—which, with 
care and attention, might 
be most profitably utilised, 
and it berders upon a crime 
that these waters are ne- 








non-productive rivers, be Fi 
turned to a source of profit 

and of food? An acre of 

water is far more product- 

ive than an acre of land : it 

wants no labour or manure, 

the only expense being feed- 

ing and watching. If all these waters—lake and river—were thoroughly 
farmed, the produce would afford food equal to thousands of tons of beef 
and mutton. And now, to illustrate on a very small scale, I must hark back 
to the year 1838, when a reach of river was first wrenched from poachers who 
had poached from grandfather to grandson most systematically. It is needless 
to describe the fights, the nets and spears seized, and the convictions, fines, and 
imprisonments resulting, as these things are now matters of the past, grand- 
fathers being dead, sons also, and grandsons have.abandoned their lawless pro- 
pensities. 

“T purposely go back as far as 1838, because the analysis above alluded to 
relates to a length of limestone river (flowing into the top of the seven miles 
of gritstone water) which had been so beggared and ruined by the poachers 
that it was left unmolested, as poaching it did not pay. After a few years of 
preserving the seven miles it was found that the limestone tributary began to 





_ mend, and some goodly trout and grayling (better than in the main river) were 


continually caught. This induced the formation of a club about seventeen 
years ago which is now flourishing, and confined to five members, at, I believe, 
ten guineas entrance and twenty guineas annual subscription. The analysis 
shows that, from and including the season of 1870 to the end of the season 
1876, no less than 5,344 brace of fish, consisting of trout and grayling, many of 
them pounders, have afforded sport, not only to the five members themselves, 
but also to four hundred and twenty visitors and friends, in about eight 
hundred and forty-eight enjoyable days’ fishing, and this in formerly waste 


MR. W. H. ALDAM. 


glected.” 

Mr. A. next turned his 
attention to that length of 
the Derwent above, through, 
and below Chatsworth Park, 
and met with scarcely any 
opposition, having the influ- 

ence of the late Sir Joseph Paxton and Wm. Condell, Esq., the then private 
physician to the late Duke of Devonshire. A club was at once formed, and is 
flourishing now, thus saving an eight miles’ stretch of water from the depreda- 
tions of poachers. Subsequently, Mr. A. left Sheffield and bought a small 
property opposite the High Tor in Matlock Dale, and there found the Derwent 
not only dreadfully poached by a gang supplying the innkeepers at Buxton, 
and oftentimes the Manchester market; but in case of a flooded water, the 
cleik nets were always used by men who ought to have known better, to say 
nothing of night-lines. To puta stop to this state of things, Mr. A., backed 
by the late Peter Arkwright, Esq., and the late Sir Joseph Whitworth, who 
each gave £10 and became members, a strong club of thirty members was 
formed and three keepers put on, thus rescuing, including tributaries, ten miles 
more of the Derwent from the depredations of poachers. In all, more than 
- thirty miles of beautiful river taken out of the hands of unscrupulous ruffians. 
Many years after the above Mr. A. was induced to publish, annotate, and illus- 
trate with flies, feathers, furs, and silks, “A Quaint Treatise on Flies, and the 
Art of Artificial Fly-Making.” Finding, however, that no progress was made 
by the publisher after nearly five years had elapsed, Mr. A. found it necessary 
to reside in London to expedite pubiication, which was at last accomplished to 
a certain extent. 





During this residence in town Mr. A. became acquainted with his friend, 
Hy. Collins, Esq., of Reading, who disclosed the fact that it was in contempla- 
tion to form a club to preserve the Hungerford length of the Kennet. Mr, A. 
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offered his assistance, drew up rules, &c., and eventually a lease of the water 
was granted by the constable and feoffees of Hungerford. This fact was told 
to the late Mr. F. Francis, who, meaning most kindly, inserted a letter in the 
Field, complimenting Mr. A. on his undertaking, &e, Mr. A., who really was 
only a factor in the matter, had to reply in the Field in his own name to that 
effect. Mr. Francis’s letter, however, proved most valuable, as within a week 
letiers poured in to Mr. A. from men asking for admission to the club, and in 
less than a fortnight the club was full, and seventeen applicants disappointed. 
It is needless to say more about the Hungerford Fly-Fishing Club length, save 
that it is one of the best trout and grayling rivers in the kingdom, thanks to 
the persevering and able management of Mr, Collins and the Rev. TSGa di: 
Veitch, joint hon, secs. and treasurers. The club is now flourishing at twenty 
guineas entrance and twenty guineas subscription, Some of the trout are 5lb. 
in weight, and the #lb. grayling from Derbyshire put into the water about six 
years ago are now more than 4lb. each, and their progeny 2lb. each and up- 
wards, Mr. A. is honorary member of the four clubs above mentioned. 





A FISH, FISHING (OR FISHY ?) STORY. 
By “OuR HON. CHAPLAIN.” 

Av one time of my life it was my good fortune to make one at a 
most charming annual gathering of honest anglers. Two or three 
of the members were past-masters of the fly-fisher’s art. Three or 
four were cheery young fellows, as full of fun and high spirits as 
they could be. Two were men of very marked ability, who have 
made great names for themselves in the world since then ; and one 
was a teller of tales which took one’s breath away when heard for 
the first time. He was aman of vivid and uncurbed imagination. 
There were one or two stories which he had told for some thirty 
years, and each year he had added some little detail, or dramatic 
incident, till they had become the most palpably gigantic fictions. 
He fully believed them himself, and we made it a rule always to 
express admiration—but never surprise or incredulity. The little 
inn at which we met was not uncomfortable. The stream was as 
lovely a bit of trout-water as a man could wish for, and though the 
spot was not much to boast of, we all enjoyed our week’s fishing and 
one another’s society immensely. One of the last times the party 
met anew member joined us. For his delectation and amusement 
we drew out our story-teller. Encouraged and emboldened by our 
loudly-expressed admiration, he at last told a story which we had 
never heard before, and which had such an exquisite flavour of im- 
possibility about it that we could hardly help laughing. As soon as 
he was gone to bed we formed a conspirazy against him. Hach man 
was pledged to try and invent a story with which to cap him next 
evening, ‘hey all appeared to be somewhat sad at breakfast next 
morning. Hach seemed to feel the weight of the task to which he was 
pledged. There was not aman amongst us but was quite capable 
of inventing a story ; but how could we hope to approach the sab- 
lime heights of mendacity of which we had had a glimpse in the 
last story of the previous evening ? 

[ had an adventure that day which amused me at the time, and a 
story was told in the evening which was not altogether without 
merit. If you, Mr. Editor, think they will amuse your readers, 
they are at your service. 

As we strolled down the bank of the stream, one of my friends 
whispered to me, ‘I sawa good trout last night close to the willow 
bush which hangs over the water, just above the rail, near the foot- 
bridge. I am not up to going so far to-day. I should advise you 
to take a good look at the place.” Knowing my friend to be a 
thoroughly trusty man, I made for the place at once. Finding that 
there was no one ahead of me, I walked leisurely, and kept a sharp 
look-out on the water. Nothing moved till I came to the “ Pot 
Hole ”’—the deepest hole in the water—which was reputed to hold 
some real big ones, and in which ,the boys of the village used to 
bathe. ‘The bank on the far side rose about two feet perpendicularly 
from the water, and was honeycombed with rats’ holes. There I 
saw a movement; but whether it was a rat ora fish I could not make 
up my mind. So TI went on to look for the fish at the rail, with 
te eee of coming back afterwards and watching the Pot 

ole. 

The fish at the rail was rising. He was on my side of the stream, 
close to the bank, in a little bay just above a thick willow-bush 
which hung over the water, some of its boughs dipping below the 
surface. ‘I'he rail crossed the water about fifteen yards below, and 
was intended to keep cattle from walking up the shallow from one 
meadow to another. When I had got well below, and waded through 
to the other side and got nearly opposite the fish, I found that I 
must stand in the water with some high willow bushes at my back, 
and that the fish was in a most awkward place. It was difficult to 
get the fly nicely to him at all, and if he were hooked the odds 
would be much on the fish. Having taken stock of all the diffi- 
culties of the situation, and having made up my mind what to do 
if I hooked him and he ran down stream, as he probably would do, 
I set to work. I could not get the fly to him properly at all. 
Sometimes an eddy of the slight breeze drove my fly back, and 
made it sit down in the middle of the most lovely coil of gut. 
Sometimes I did get the fly out fairly well; but the moment it 
touched the water it dragged altogether away from the fish. I 
began to despair. I had been fishing for something like half 


an hour, and I did not think the fish had ever seen:the fly at all. I 
had almost made up my mind to give him up, lest I should lose 
my temper, and so spoil my day’s fishing, when, by one of those 
bits of good luck which sometimes happen, my fly lighted, like a 
snow-flake, just over his nose, As {it touched the water he had it. 
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Like a flash he dashed down stream, deep under the willow bush. 
I had hardly time to slap my rod-top into the water, so as to let the 
line pass under the submerged points of the willow boughs, before 
he was past the bush and nearing the rail, going like a mad thing. 
To get up the rod-point and run was my only chance. Under the 
rail he went, and away down the strong stream below it, the line 
cutting the water like a knife. By the time I had passed my rod 
under the lowest bar of the rails, got it up on the other side, and 
myself climbed over, I could almost see the spindle of my reel. A 
second later and despair was changed to hope. He was still on, and 
going fast; but I was after him, and getting back a little line. I 
felt convinced I had got hold of the fish of the season. He took me 
down a good 100yds. below the rail, and when I got the net under 
him—behold! he was a pound-and-a-half fish hooked by the tail. IL 
was much disappointed at his size; but had had a real tough fight, 
and had conquered, which is aiways a satisfaction. 


On looking over rod and tackle after the fight, I found that, in 
some way or other, probably in passing the rod under the rail, I 
had seriously sprung the top joint ; so wended my way up to the 
Pot Hole, and sat down to smoke a pipe while I tried to repair 
damages, and sent my boy up to the inn to bring me another rod. 
As was to beexpected, he brought the wrong one—an old pet 14ft. 
rod, by Farlow, which had done yeoman’s service on the Coquet, 
Till, and Tweed, but which was not at all suited for May Fly fish- 
ing on a not large stream. 

Whilst I had been smoking my pipe I had seen no fish move ; 
but had seen a lot of rats running in and out of their holes in the 
opposite bank—some of them sitting up washing their faces, and 
some of them attending to their various domestic duties, quite- 
unconscious that | was watching them. It struck me that, as I could 
not fish for non-rising trout, | might have some fun with the rats. 
I rigged up the 14ft. rod—a very powerful one—and at the end of 
a strong gut cast-line put on a swan-shot with a hole drilled through 
it, which I happened to have in my pocket, and with this I took 
shots at the rats. I did not manage to hit one; but, from the way 
in which the shot went into the bank, I am inclined to think it 
would have gone almost through a rat had it hit him. 

Tired of my failures, I put down the rod, and almost went to sleep. 
I was roused by voices on the opposite bank, and saw some boys 
preparing to bathe. We, who had paid for our fishing, had made a 
rule that there was to be no bathing from ten o’clock in the morn- 
ing till after six o’clock in the evening. So I told the boys they 
must wait till six o’clock. One young fellow, of about sixteen, 
defied me, and, using some highly-flavoured language, declared that 
he would bathe in spite of me and all the world. I simply 
remarked that if he did he would be sorry for it. The water was 
deep, and I could not possibly get at him without going such a long 
way round that he would have had plenty of time to have made off. 
He, in a leisurely manner, divested himself of his raiment, making 
now and then uncomplimentary remarks on me and anglers in 
general, and eventually took a header into the Pot Hole, and swam 
away well and vigorously. I took no notice. At last he swam till 
within three yards of the bank on which I was sitting, and 
amused himself by jeering at me. ‘‘ My good boy,’ I remarked in a fatherly 
tone, “I told you you would be sorry if you bathed.” I took up my 
rod, and he, thinking I was going to try to hit him with the point, 
turned round, and swam laughing away. I took care to swing the line to its 
full extent behind me, and then brought down the shot with all the power 
Icould get out of the rod. It hit him fairly between the shoulders. He 
gave a yell as if he had been prodded witha red-hot poker, and I could see a 
red spot on his back about the size of sixpence. If ever he swam hard in 
his life he did then. I hit him three or four times before he could scramble 
out on the other side, and I much doubt if any flogging that he had ever had 
was worse than the punishment which I inflicted. I pointed out to him 
that I should not have been so severe on him if he had not used bad and dis- 
gusting language, and what between the smart of the shot marks and the chaff 
of his companions, who were delighted at his misfortunes, he had a bad time of 
it. He never bathed any more whilst I was there. 

After this I strolled up the bank, asking each man whom I came across 
whether he had got a good story or not for use in the evening. It was plain 
that melancholy claimed all our friends for her own. WNo inspiration, as far as 
I could hear, had come to anybody. Tiey did not like the idea of being beaten. 
When I had reached the inn, and had just taken off my waders, and was smoking 
a solemn pipe on the bench by the side door, one of the young ones came and 
suggested that he had the materials of a story which might do. We talked it 
over, and I had hopes. The story seemed to me to promise well, if he could 
tell it ; so Lasked him if he thought he could tell it quietly and naturally, without 
laughing. He declared that he had had some experience of amateur theatricals, 
and thought that he could keep his countenance. We summoned some of the 
other conspirators to a conference, settled the details of the story, and promised 
to back up our young friend. 

Just then our teller of tales came in, and produced a brace of nice fish. We 
congratulated him. Our young friend who was to tell the story in the evening 
then modestly produced a grand three-pounder. For that water it was a 
monster. He told us that it was the fish which we had all for several days been 
trying for, and that he had been exceptionally lucky in his capture of it. He 
would give no details, and went off to get his wet things changed before dinner. 

The Nestor of our party was at once interviewed, and told that he must draw 
out the teller of tales, and that we believed he would be capped. “I will draw 
him out,” he said ; “but if any of you young fellows think you can cap him, 
you have not measured your man.” After dinner, when pipes were lighted, 
and abundance of soda and seltzer water, flavoured to each man’s liking, was 
at hand, the conversation imperceptibly turned to various feats in all branches 
of sport which we had performed, or heard of in days gone by. I could trace 
Nestor’s insidious influence in the line which our talk was taking, and at last our 
teller of tales put down his pipe, and after a mighty draught said, “ That reminds 
me,” &c, ‘The story was one which most of us well knew, and we applauded it 
to the echo. 

With a childlike smile, and in a humble tone, our young conspirator spokg 
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thus : “It is with some diffidencée that I venture to thrust any experience of 
mine before men who had made their mark in the sporting world before I 
was born ; but I hadathing happen to me to-day which is curious, and upon 
which I would gladly ask your opinion.” I trembled for him; his eye was 
sparkling and his mouth twitching, and I feared he would laugh. But having 
buried his face for a moment in a tankard of bitter beer, he turned with preter- 
natural gravity to the tale-teller, and continued: “ You, sir, saw that trout 
which I was so fortunate as to get to-day. 1 killed it just by the elm tree above 
the cottage. Why it should have taken my fly when it had for days refused all 
the offers of better men than myself I cannot understand. You know well the 
little quicksand at the corner, where we often wade the stream? Iwas crossing 
without thinking of a fish, when I saw a grand rise just close to the elm tree 
root which sticks out from the bank. Instantly I stood still as a statue. I was 
close to the fish, Had he seen me? No; again he rose. It scemed to me 
impossible that I could move my rod at all without frightening him. However, 
there was nothing for it but to try and make a cast. To my dismay, I hooked 
the root just over his head. TI tried a gentle pull, with no result ; the hook 
seemed fast in the root. Again the fish rose just under it. I fancy that in 
my despair and agitation I must have slacked the line, or given some tremu- 
lous motion to it. The fly suddenly dropped on the water, and the fish took 
it. He rushed up stream. I had to be quick, or he would be round the 
corner before I was out of the water. I sprang forward to reach the bank, 
and fell headlong into the water, breaking my rod. I was caught in the 
quicksand and did not know it. The consequence was that I broke my rod, 
lost my fish, and found that the brogue from my right foot was left behind 
in the quicksand. It struck me as just possible that I might be able to 
recover the brogue, so groped about, and at last got hold of it. You will hardly 
believe it, sir, but there also was the trout. Terrified by the splash which I 
made in my fall, he had blindly rushed down stream, and had jammed his head 
so tight into my brogue that I had to cut the lace before I could get him 
out.” 

Having buried his face once more in his tankard, he remarked, “ I don’t sup- 
pose vith: is anything extraordinary in that, but I thought I might as well tell 
you of it.” 

Instantly we all replied in chorus, “My dear fellow, we know you to be 
absolutely trustworthy, otherwise we might have fancied that you had slightly 
coloured the details of your story to increase its interest.” 

Our tale-taller shook his head solemnly, meditated for a while, then took his 
candle, and went to bed. I firmly believe that he thought it wrong for young 
men to tell such stories. 





A NOVEMBER’S DAY AMONG THE GRAYLING. 
By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 
It was a cold, damp evening, about the middle of November in 
the present year, when I reached the little station at Hawes, in 
North Yorkshire, having journeyed thither from Leeds with the 
intention of having a day’s grayling-fishing upon the following 


day. Fora fortnight previous the weather had been simply perfect 


—sharp, frosty nights, succeeded by bright clear days, and the rivers 
exactly the right height ; but about three days before the one that 


_ I had fixed upon the frost came toan end, rain fell incessantly for 


twenty-four hours, and I knew that a flood was a certainty ; still 
there was an intervening day to give the river a chance of running 
down, and as that day was fine I determined to risk it, and 
accordingly set off on my journey. 

“ A nasty night, sir,” spoke a cheerful voice at my elbow, as I stood upon the 
platform lighting my pipe, before making my way up to the village. I turned, 
and saw Blades, the professional angler, who, hearing at the inn that I was 
expected, had come down to assist me with my luggage. 

“Tt is, Jimmy,” I replied. ‘ How is the river ?” 

“ Just right, sir. I have been out all to-day and killed thirteen beauties with 
the maggot ; when I left off, at four o’clock, it was settling fast, and I think 
that to-morrow you will have a real good day.” 

This intelligence aroused my drooping spirits ; a cosy room, blazing fire, and 
substantial Yorkshire tea contributed still further in doing so ; and when, after 
partaking of the latter, the company was augmented by the arrival of several 
other ardent anglers, the fun waxed fast and furious, while the piscatorial 
narratives that were related would certainly have held their own if pitted against 
those told by the ‘‘Ettrick Shepherd” and his boon companionsin the memorable 
“Noctes Ambrosianze.” 

Closing time, however, came at last, and an intimation of that fact from the 
landlord abruptly terminated a narrative which was being related by Mathew 
W.., and which bid fair to eclipse any of its predecessors. I went outside with 
them to inspect the weather, and, greatly to my delight, found that the mist had 
cleared away, and the stars were shining brightly. 

“ Now remember, Blades, not a moment later than cight to-morrow morning,” 
I said, as he prepared to depart, ‘and don’t forget the worms.” 

« Ail right, sir, no fear,” was his reply, as he walked briskly up the street. 

The next day was fine, and as my companion and I walked down the fields 
behind the hotel on our way to the river we could see that it was just about 
the right level. We had decided to commence ina stream just above the village, 
and then take them alternately down the river. I was not long in adjusting my 
rod and tackle, and we then arranged that I should try worm and my companion 
the maggot. I should here state that I was wading and that Blades was not. 
About the third swim down my float moved slightly sideways, and I struck 
sharply, but with no result. 

Mr. Corry, the correspondent for the Upper Yore in the “ F. G.”, was watch- 
ing me from the Hardrow side of the water, and asked me if it was a bite ? 
“T think so,” I replied ; ‘“‘ but we shall soon see.” 

Once more the tiny, red-tipped float approached the spot, and once more gave 
a slight indication. A gentle turn of the wrist and a bending rod proclaimed 
the first capture. 


A grayling faint-hearted! Whosaysso? Just watch this half-pounder fight 
for his liberty. Here, there, and everywhere he darts about in the erystal 
depths —now rolling over on the surface of the water, now running out line like 
a miniature salmon, now retiring for a sulk to the bottom of the river; but hi 
is safely in the net at last, and I cast an admiring gla on his silvery sides 


Shot with purple and green tints, and spotted here and there with black, before 1 


consign him to the pannier. As I dosoTI hear a shout, and looking down the 
river [ observe that Blades is busily engaged with another. I basket other two 
nice fish before I leave the stream in which I commenced, whereupon Mr. Corry 
remarks that he shall go up home for his own rod, as they appear to be in the 
humour, 


The next stream is a rough one running under some willows, and widening 
out at the tail into a nice pool. From it I get another 8oz. fish, and then I fish 
some very likely-looking water without having even a touch. 

Meantime, Mr. Corry has arrived upon the scene and commenced_operations, 
and Blades has basketed one more with the maggot. I do nothing further down 
to the stone bridge which spans the river, and as my companions have located 
themselves in the stream below it, I cross the road, get over the stone fence at 
the other side, and make my way over a field to a stream which is a particular 
favourite of mine. At the head it is somewhat shallow, but it gradually deepens 
over a bar of golden gravel, terminating in a swirly hole, which is the abiding 
place of many a mighty grayling. Wading gently in a short distance I carefully 
throw my bait into the edge of the stream, which soon shoulders it into the eddy ; 
down goes the float, and upon striking I find that I have hooked a tidy fish. I 
play him carefully so as not to disturb the rest of the water, and am leading him 
up to the net, when the hold suddenly gives, and Mr. Salmo thymallus retires 
liber ct ewultans. I make a forcible remark and rebait. I lose other two fish and 
basket one from that stream, and then cross the river in order to fish from the 
shore—a roughish, narrow stream, about 18in. in depth. Here I “strike ile,” 
killing four nice fish in a very short time ; and justas friend ©. contes upon the 
scene I hook another, which rushes under some willows and escapes. He has 
never seen a fish up to now, and tells me also that Blades has done nothing 
further ; I therefore at once conclude that worm will be the best bait to depend 
upon. After this comes a long stretch of deep water, which is useless for 
worm-fishing, except under certain conditions of the water. For fly-fishing it is 
excellent ; but as we see nothing stirring on the surface, we wend our 
way onwards to the next stream. Here Blades caught a large trout, and I got 
the largest grayling that I had landed so far—a trifle under Ib. A long interval 
succeeds, during which we neither of us even get a bite. ©. had gone down- 
stream for about a mile; we therefore suspend operations for a short period 
and refresh the inner man, after which a pipe, and then to work again. 

Just below the stone fence under which we had eaten our al fresco lunch ran 
a stream, which is a noted one for grayling. It is shallow at the side of the 
river upon which we were standing ; but, at the far side, it will be some 2ft. 
in depth, and broken up by moss-covered rocks into several beautiful eddies, in 
which the fish usually are to be found. he very first swim down the edge of 
this stream produced a fish, and then I fished on for some time without even a 
bite, when suddenly down went the float. I struck immediately ; but with no 
other result than the loss of the entire worm. I rebaited, took another swim, 
and, exactly in the same place, the float once more disappeared. Upon striking, 
I found the whole worm gone once more, and did not even feel the fish. Other 
four times this game was enacted, and then I turned to Blades, who was watch- 
ing me, and told him that we would go lower down, giving our fishy friend 
another chance upon our way back. We fished down the river for about another 
mile ; but not meeting with any success, we joined C., and all turned back 
together. 

Upon arriving at the stream below the fence I called a halt, baited my tackle 
with a choice little red worm, and again tried my skill. The cunning rascal 
once more evaded my hook ; but the eighth worm secured him, and he proved 
to be a fine grayling, about #lb. How he contrived to get the whole worm 
seven times without being hooked I cannot imagine ; in fact, had I not put 
the hook twice through the worm in the last attempt I do not think that I 
should have basketed him at all. Ido not think that even Mr. “ Val Conson” 
will object to my recording the fact that we all three drank the health of 
that fish, whose capture gave me more satisfaction than all the others put 
together. 

The last hour of that November afternoon proved the best of the day, and 
at 4 o'clock I reeled up, witha basket consisting of 17 grayling. Through not 
wading, neither Blades or Mr. Corry had done much ; in low, clear water it 
is an absolute necessity. I think I can hear some reader remark, “ What, wade 
in winter time! It is enough to starve you to death to even think of such a 
thing!” It is thinking about it that frightens you ; in actual practice you are 
warmer by the river’s side so long as you keep moving about than if you are 
crouching over the fire indoors. Some of my pleasantest recollections are of 
winter days spent by the frost-bound river, and so long as I enjoy robust 
health I shall always look forward to such. I have seen many a time, when my 
legs have got cold through standing upon the bank for some time, that I have 
waded in the stream to get them warm, the temperature of the water being 
warmer than the air. Wear warm woollen clothing, and the best waterproof 
that you can buy, and you will not find winter fishing nearly such cold work 
as you imagine it to be. 

I finished the day with a good comfortable meat tea, a glass or two of 
“Scotch,” and sundry pipes; jidus Achates Blades accompanied me to the 
station, and at 8 o'clock p.m. I was walking down English-street, Carlisle 
having business to attend to in that town during the next few days. 

Pool, Wharfedale. 





BLACK NORMAN OF ASSYNT. 
“Ye see that saumon risin’ ? 
Gang doon an’ ower ‘im cast, 
Keep laigh th’ point an’ play th’ flee— 
He’s theer ! ye hiv ’im fast.” 
“Noo square ‘im up, and win’ ye’r pirn, 
Nae inch o’ line lat slack— 
It’s bonnie that ye play ’im, man ; 
T'll cleek ‘im in a crack.” 
* ae a st 
It’s once he cleeked, it’s thrice he cleeked ; 
But false the cleeks he made. 
The gaff he struck upon a stane, 
And swore its point was lead ! 
% & o 


Now all ye jolly anglers, 
This warning take to heed. 

Gaff ye’r ain fish; stint usqubae, 
An’ shoor ye’ll come mair speed. 


Oe 





CouNTRYMAN to dentist: “I wouldn’ 
ver mind if it e5 ri i F 

see the tooth.” Countryman: “Oh, ‘tainf me tha 
wife. She will be here in a minute,” 

STREET car conductor to countryman: “Jf you saw him picking the gentle- 
man’s pocket, why didn’t you interfere instead of letting him get away” ? Country- 

2 5: 5 mi aed “s 

man ; “I saw that sign up there, ‘Beware of pickpockets,’ and, h’ gosh, | wag 
eae i 
fraid to, 
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PERCH PATERNOSTER, 
(Showing how the Hooks are Fastened to the Line.) 


PIKEING PRECEPTS. 


WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 


By A. G, JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 352.) 


Cry 


STAINES being the centre of a capital fishing district—/.e, between 
Vell Weir and Penton Hook—there is in consequence a quantity of 
‘registered fishermen,” from whom anglers visiting that town can 
select experienced attendants, who know the best fishing stations on 
that part of the Thames. Their names are J. Keene, J. Keene, jun., 
Ki. Keene, J. Fletcher, F. Collier, Chas. Hone, G. Usman, A. Snel on, 
'’. Spicer, G. Bedell, H. Clark, and ik. Keene, jun. F 

The mile and three-quarters of river between Staines and Penton 
Hook is moderately deep, and at Halfway House isa fine scour noted 
for barbel, and the large quantity often caught there in autumn. 
Throughout this length of water jack are fairly numerous, with here 
and there a few perch. 

Lately the latter fish were thought to be getting more plentiful, 


but the ‘‘ wash” occasioned by the ever-increasing steam-launches | 


plays such havoc with the spawn suspended among the half-sub- 


merged boughs and sedges, that except in those quieter waters, such | Lnowitin iver veelintetee enh nies 
as * The Hook,” wh-re steam-launches seldom or never venture, and | P { 


the spawn has a chance of hatching, perch are unfortunately very 
scarce. A good catch of perch in the lower Thames is now seldom 
recorded ; occasionally, however, a shoal is “ dropped upon ” at this 
time of year, and the angler is rewarded with splendid sport. When 


fishing a few winters ago at Penton Hook, I found an eddy where | 


perch had “ packed,” and “ paternostering’’ with minnows, I got 


seventeen nice fish, a few of the largest weighing from 1}lb. to 
2lb. each. 

The Colne holds fine perch ; several over 3lb. each-caught in that 
river were exhibited at the 1883 International Fisheries Exhibition. 


But the Kennett stands pre-eminent for large catches of fine perch, 
notably a grand “ basket” by the late Francis Francis of over 601b. 
weight, most of them exceeding 2lb. each. These fish, thirty-seven 
in number, were taken with minnows on “paternoster”’ tackle, and 
selected from a much larger quantity, the remainder being placed 
again in the river. 

_ There is no doubt—in my mind, at least—that the prettiest and most sport- 
ing way to fish for perch is ‘‘ paternostering,” and the tackle should be con- 
structed in this fashion. Select enough strands of medium-size round gut, to 
make up a oft. length or “trace,” neatly but securely knotted ; at the thinnest 
end loop on a $o0z. or $oz. pear-shaped plummet. Six inches above the 
plummet tie a loop on the gut, and at intervals of 12in. tie two other loops ; to 
these the hooks are attached. The hooks of either No. 6 or No. 7 size should 


be ‘whipped ” to 5in. of rather jiner gut than the ‘ trace,” so that in the event | 


of getting hung up to an obstruction, the hook will be the first to break. 

‘he reason why the lowest hook is so close to the plummet is, because the 
largest perch lie near, or on the bottom of the river, and the bait seeing one, 
strikes upwards as far as the “tether” will allow, in its effort to escape, and 
thus attracts any perch in the vicinity. 

Unless very weedy, keep the lowest bait near the ground, especially if the 


water is a little discoloured, which is better for perch-fishing. In clear water | 


use as fine tackle as possible, without running risk of being “‘ broken” by heavy 
fish ; and if any jack are suspected of being near, the top hook should be bound 
on gimp and baited witha large gudgeon or small dace. Jack are frequently 


caught by an attractive bait on a gimp hook, placed on the “‘perch-pater.” This 
kind of tackle does equally well with worms ; but as a rule a float is used when 
worm-fishing. 4 

Pike paternostering was described in my article of October Ist. For perch 


the method is somewhat different ; it is not necessary to make such long “casts” | 


ant | The water should be quietly approached, the “pater” | 
dropped in without splashing at the! top of the eddy, the tail of weeds, or | 


into distant places. 


batween them, the plummet allowed to sink to the bottom, and every likely 
plice carefully tried—all the while keeping the line tight by gathering it up into 
the left hand, as described September 29, p. 139, preparatory to making avother 


‘‘cast,” and so searching the whole of an eddy or any likely water. Be sure | 








your minnows are lively—this is important—for Laits half-dead are of little or 
no use. 
When fishing an eddy made by the confluence of two streams, where it deepens 


_ into a hole, try the “eye,” or beginning, of the eddy first, for there the largest 
| perch are often found on the “look-out” for|the choicest of the food carried 


there by the current. When minnow-fishing, the “ tug-tug” at the bait will 
unmistakably show the angler he has found a perch; then slacken the line a 
very little to give the fish time to turn the bait head-first into his mouth ; 
tighten the line, and strike at the third tug, but not too hard, because perch 
have very tender mouths, and if hooked inthe cheek, which is little more than 
skin, the hook is almost sure to tear out. If they are struck too hard, or played 
roughly, and if one or two escape, then the angler may as well shift to another 
place at once, for perch have a means of communicating to each other that the 
minnows or worms have “stings” in them, and the shoal will either cease biting 
or take themselves elsewhere. 

It is a good plan to bait two or three places a couple of days before fishing, 
especially if a lake, to draw the perch together ; chopped worms or boiled rice, 


| mixed with blood from a slaughter-house, make capital ground-bait. Well- 


scoured worms should be used for “ hook-baits,” and water 6 or 8f£t. deep, with a 
clean, gravelly bottom, near to beds of water-lilies, are the best places in which 
to place the ground-bait. 

Penton Hook is a part of the old course of the river, and in shape much like 
an elongated horseshoe ; the bend almost returns on itself, and the navigable 
channel through the “lock” forms, as it were, the base of the horseshoe. 

On the right-hand side of the lock-eutrance are several large wooden piles, 
Just past the lower. one is a noted 
barbel “scour” ; and a short distance farther on, near the “ overfall,” is a hole, 
equally famous for the large quantity of those fish caught there. 

On one occasion Mr. J. W. Gant baited the top scour with three or four 
thousand lobworms, intending to fish for barbel early the next day ; buta 
person who had earned the unenviable notoriety of taking “swims” other 
people had gone to the trouble and expense of “ baiting,’ got there by day- 
break, and, on Mr. Gant arriving about nine o'clock, he fouad his “lobs ” appro- 
priated. The question was, how to entice the man away. 

Mr. Gant dropped his punt to the barbel-hole a little lower down, caught a 
fish, and soon after another. Barbel, however, bit badly ; they had not begun 
“to feed.” So his attendant, J. Keene, slyly hooked on one of those already 
caught, dropping it quietly overboard ; this was played to the landing-net, and 
while placing it in the “ well” of the punt another was put overboard, played, 
and duly landed, &c. Continuing this “dodge” some little time, Mr. G. was 
apparently baving sport while the other angler was getting none. Mr. Gant 
next arranged u “lull” in the biting, waited a short while longer, then “ punted” 
round “ The Hook,” came through the Lock, and, as he expected, found * the 
appropriator ” had shifted to the vacated swim, which had not been baited. By 
this clever ruse Mr. G. recovered his “baiting” at the top scour, barbel came 
well “on feej,” and by evening he had made a catch little short of 100lb. 
weight. 

Penton Hook always had a reputation for good general fishing, and Staines is 
the nearest railway station—about two miles distance by road. 


From the bank of the island, formed by the bend of the river, several of the 
best “swims” are easily fished, and well-filled baskets of roach, dace, &c., are 
caught every season. Excellent sport is to be had on theshallows “ fly-fishing ” 
for chub and dace ;-and very large trout are frequently taken “spinning” a 
bleak in the rapid streams, and at the “ overfall.” 

On the opening day, the 1st April last, my friend, Mr. Robt. King, caught 
three fine trout, “spinning” from the bank, which he subsequently followed up 
with other nice captures ; and I have taken trout in this water with “artificial 
fly” up to 4lb. weight. 

After “shooting” the overfall, in doing which there is no danger, on the 
right is a growth of withies, spear-grass, &c., in the water among which, some 
fair-sized jack can usually be found, and a little way past this place, under the 
same bank, are two or three capital perch corners. It was here that I made the 


: | catch previously mentioned. 
driven by floods and heavy streams to the same eddies as perch, and are often | 


The water now deepens, and is very deep at the bend, where the “ Abbey 
stream” leaves the Thames ; it flows for two miles through meadows, past 
“ Abbey Mill,” and again unites itself with the main river at Chertsey Weir. 

These “ deeps” hold large jack, but can only be properly fished from a punt, 
which should be moored at the beginning of the bend, and all the water for 
some distance—i.e., down to the next little island, carefully live-baited with 
‘“snap-tackle. The commencement of “ Abbey stream’’ should also be fished, 
as it is capital water, and about the island in the main river are one or two 
“pikey” corners—also under the right hand bank, on towards a grove of 
trees at the end of the Hook. Midway there, the river shoals, and suddenly 
deepens again. 

Years ago, before the present Lock was constructed, one of the old Thames 
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weirs stood here. This is a splendid place. for barbel “ ledgering,” and many a 
lusty trout has been caught here ; also in the deep pool at the next overfall, 
_ Opposite the trees below. Hence to the “Lock cut” the stream is very swift ; 
i" but at the end of the wooden piles is another nice swim, where fair catches of 
; roach, dace, and barbel are often made. 
EF About half a mile below is Laleham, on the Middlesex shore, where the 
i registered fishermen for this district—including Penton Hook—are Alfred 
Narris, Arthur Harris, and G. Harris. \'The Horseshoes is a fairly comfortable 
| inn ; and Chertsey, where there are some capital hotels, is within a mile walk 
6% across the meadows from Laleham Ferry. 


(To be continued.) 
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[At the request of many pike anglers we give here an exact copy of Mr. 
Jardine’s live-bait snap-tackle.—Ep.] 








SALMON AND TROUT-ANGLING—LIL. 


By W. Murpocu. 
(Continued from page 351.) 
HIGHLAND RIVERS—NET FISHING TOO SEVERE. 
J SALMON FLIES.—BLACK NORMAN OF ASSYNT. 
THE INVER (SUTHERLANDSHIRE). 


_IN turning from the subject of spring netting to that of summer 
angling, it may be best first of all to again mention, and thereby 

Z bring into more prominence, the fact thatthe sport has become greatly 
impaired. From twelve to twenty years ago the number of fish 
ts caught by the rods annually was three times as great as it is now. 
But while thus startling is the extent to which the decline has set in, 

it is certainly all the more to be deplored considering it is wholly 
traceable to a cause so easily capable of being reduced—to wit, the 
tremendous severity of the netting. Writes a close observer, whose 
knowledge of the river and other North-West Coast rivers is very ex- 
tensive :—“ Most undoubtedly the injudicious extent to which the 
netting is carried on is highly prejudicial to the maintainance of a 
sufficient head of fish in the river, and whatever arguments the 
defenders of coast netting may adduce in favour of almost wholesale 





Tuer Srr ARCHIBALD, 


slaughter six days out of every seven, it is evident, for one thing, that the number of 
fish which reach their old haunts must be considerably fewer, and the number of 
smolts fewer in proportion, than would naturally be the case were the netting 
not so severe. At Clachtoll, six miles distant, 300 fish have been netted in one 
morning, and this same station captures yearly considerably over 3,000. There 
have been cases of non-observance of the weekly close time, and others may yet 
occur, but except on such occasions the fish of course meet with no obstruc- 
| tion between the hours of 6 o'clock on Saturday evening and six on Monday 
morning, and thus if the wind be from the south-west—the ‘airt’ it is in when 
the best ‘runs ’ take place—on Monday the angler has the unfeigned satisfaction 
of seeing—judged by the sport obtained—a most marked increase in the number 
of fresh-run fish, and this fact naturally strengthens the opinion that the 
proximity—within three miles—of bag nets to the mouth of the river militates 
against the river's angling reputation, and also solves the problem of the 
paucity of fish landed daily during recent years. Similar views, it 
may be remarked, have been expressed by Mr. J. A. Harvie Brown 
and other gentlemen quite competent to judge, who have many a time fished 
the river when high, low, and medium, both in its best days and until quite 
recently. They all consider, as I do, that the weekly close time should be longer.” 
j Mr. Archd. Young, Inspector of Fisheries, in reporting, says : “The fishery 
_ officer informed me that the fishing inthe Inver . . had fallen off very much, 
which he imputed to the number of bag-nets on the coast. An accomplished 
naturalist, who is also an experienced and successful angler, and who has per- 
sonal knowledge of the Inver, Kirkaig, Duartmore, Grudie, Naver, and Borgie, 

| writes me as follows about these nets” :— 


Entirely dissatisfied with the present weekly close time, the disregard paid to it by 


the lessees of nets, and the utter inadequacy of the means taken to enforce it, and of the’ 


! penalties inflicted by the Sheriffs—for example, in the case of the Duke of Suther- 
land y, Speedie. Speedie was convicted of having on one occasion 43 nets fishing 
illegally ; yet the Sheriff fined him only 5s., a net, and £3 of expenses. The system 
_ - of protection in the Inver is not efficient. The river-watcher does nothing unless 
| ordered by the Duke’s fuctor to search the bag-nets. This order usually is known 
- to the bag-net people as soon as an attempt is made to put it in practice. Would 
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abolish bag-nets, or would not allow double bag-nets, one beyond the other with 
double leaders. I would limit the length of the leader and the distance of the bag- 
net from the shore line. I would limit also the number of nets per mile of coast. 
I would extend the weekly close time. - » The worst feature is the killing of 
the spring or earliest fish by bag-nets, I would restrict the time of the opéning of 
the bag-net fishing, 


_ Sufficient having now been said to clearly show the actual state of matters, it 
is reasonably to be supposed that to everyone it will therefore be quite evident 
that what would require to be done in the case (first) of the early fish with a 
view to increasing their number and making the most of the early angling, 
would be to allow such fish as inclined to ascend every opportunity of reaching 
the river, which in effect would be tantamount to postponing the commencement 
of the netting until the first of May at the soonest, an arrangement adopted 
(with such happy results) on several of the Duke’s other rivers ; and in the oase 
(second) of the summer angling witha view to restoring it to its former expel- 
lence, would be to extend the duration of the weekly close time, for if, in the face 
of the severe netting, the angling is to be better kept up than at present, or 
ever become as good as it once was, that netting must not be so constant, since 
besides preventing the ascent of a sufficient number of fish, it is bound in time 
to produce a scarcity in the spawning season, and this assuredly can only be 
expected, seeing there is not, asin the case of early rivers, a run of fish before 
the commencement, and that only driblets of dekiyed ones ascend after the close 
of the netting season. 


REFERENCE TO SUMMER Rivers GENERALLY. 


Now although the carrying out of what is suggested above would be taking a 
step in the right direction, it is highly probable that any attempt to secure legis- 
lation (the case of the Inver is entirely in the Duke’s own hands) would meet 
with most determined opposition. Many proprieters of coast and estuary fish- 
ings, and lessees and workers of nets, one and all would be up inarms. The 
former give little attention to the matter beyond pocketing the rent—are prob- 
ably not careless as to the future ; but from not inquiring carefully for them- 
selves, cannot foresee the inevitable result. The latter are the well-known 
exponents of ideas diametrically opposed to those expressed in the preceding 
paragraphs. They say, without the least hesitation, indeed (many of them), with 
the greatest assurance, that it is quite impossible for the netting to be pushed 
to a harmful extent. The sea, they assert, teems with fish, and stoutly they 
contend that far too many get into the rivers, and really, from the determined 
way in which they argue, it would almost seem as if countless numbers of the 
salmon tribe could spring into existence yearly, even supposing there were none 
left to breed. “With regard to the non-observance of the weekly close time 
by fixed nets,” writes Mr. Young, “ it ought to be stated that it is in some 
measure owing to the system by which the men who work the bag-nets are paid. 
These men, besides their regular wages, are paid, to a certain extent, by results, 
and the more fish they catch the more money they receive. The natural and 
inevitable consequence of this system is to induce and encourage breaches of the 
weekly close time wherever any pretence for its non-observance can be founded 
on stress of weather, or where the district where the bag-nets are worked is so 
remote and inaccessible as to be seldom visited by the river-watchers. It is sug- 
gested as a remedy for this that the bag-nets on this part of the coast, whose 
fishing season at present closes on the 27th August, should close on the 27th 
July ; and in return for having this month taken off their fishing season, should 
be allowed to fish during the fishing season left them without observing any 
weekly close time. The west coast rivers, unlike those on the east coast, are 
late or short-seasoned rivers ; that is, the first clean fish do not come up until 
towards the end of May (?), and the principal fishing months are June and July 
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[quite true]. It would be a great matter if any plan could be devised whereby 
the constant disputes arising between river proprietors in the West Highlands 
and the lessees of fixed nets in and outside the sea-lochs could be put an end to. 
Mr. Hogarth, of Aberdeen, who has about 40 fishing stations, and pays upwards 
of £5,000 a year of rent, is in favour of the above proposal, as the following 
extract from a letter from him will show” :— 


I have often thought that it would be a very desirable thing for lessees of sea- 
coast salmon fishings, and I know it would save them many an anxious Saturday 
night if an arrangement could be made by which the Saturday slap sheuld not apply 
to bag-nets ; that the fishing season should be curtailed—for instance, that it would 
be illegal to haye bag-nets in the sea before a certain date, and that they must 
discontinue fishing after a certain date. 


This is very good from a netsman’s, but surely not from a salmon fisheny 
inspector’s, point of view. With reference purely to such short-seasoned 
(summer) rivers as are under notice, an entirely different and much more 
intelligent view of the whole subject is taken by Mr. J. A. Fowler, of Inver- 
broom, who writes as follows in reply to Mr. Young’s official queries :— 


The take of fish is gradually diminishing. Sea-trout have almiost disappeared. 
. . . . Bag-nets have enormously diminished the supply of fish to the coast. The 
bye-laws regulating the observance of the weekly close time by stake and bag-nets 
are only fairly well observed. The penalties should be much more severe.... . 
The weekly close time is not sufficient. It should be increased to 60 hours, instead of, 
as at present, 36—say from six on Friday night to six on Monday morning. Or, 
perhaps the weekly close time should be kept as at present, but there should be 
say a fortnight’s close time during the grilse run, The date-of this close time 
might be fixed at varying dates for different rivers, according to the date of the 
grilse run. 


In the following note (which was not written on the same occasion as his 
other) Mr. Hogarth indicates pretty plainly that the netting is of no account 
after the end of July. He says :— 

I believe that immense numbers of fish come to the coast during the months of 
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June and July,..., I am satisfied that these fish dodge and hang about there, 
smelling the fresh water with little or no intention of going up, because probably 
there is not much water in the river [so fearfully dry is west coast weather | !] and 
when there is plenty of water very few of the fish actually swim [how many get 
the chance ?] ; they fall off to sea along’ with the fresh water (when a, spate does 
happen to come), and seem quite satisfied that they have had a taste of it, and about 
the end of July they entirely disappear, and are not seen after that either in the 
rivers or about them, or at all events a very trifling proportion indeed of the 
thousands that come to the coast. These are the habits of the salmon round there- 
about: 

In the light of this last statement: of Mr. Hogarth’s, it is plainly to be seen 
what would be the effect of having no close time at all till the end of July. The 
angling, greatly injured as it already is, would be ruined entirely, and with no 
fish getting into the river there would be none there in the autumn to breed. 
How, then, could the sea-fishing be expected to prosper in succeeding years ? 
The matter admits of cutting two ways—the one way disastrously, the other 
profitably. _Mr. Hogarth and those who back him: would never think of giving 
up all July to the rods, and taking their chance of the fishing every day of the 
week all through August instead. No, they would not do that ; but they never- 
theless consider it right and proper to suggest that at the time the fish are in 
their thousands on the coast the nets should have all the fishing, and that when- 
ever (according to their own holding) the fish become so scarce as not to pay the 
expense of working the nets, the rods should have all the fishing» A very good 
idea, indeed, to let anglers, and those in whose waters the. fish are bred, have a 
little innocent flogging of the rivers after the nets have done their disastrous 
work, and the few escaped fish have left the coast “and are not seen after!” This 
is decidedly not fair. The proper thing to do would be to allow all parties 
concerned a proportion of fish equivalent to the extent of their rights. The 
annual supply must not be lessened by over-netting, and the number of the early 
and most valuable fish of all should, if possible, be increased. ‘‘It is suggested,” 
as Mr. Young would say, that there should ‘be no netting (for reasons already 
stated) until the 1st of May, and that during the season (to end on 26th August) 
the weekly close should be longer than at present—say, 60 at least, or 72 houts. 
Let in the rivers, and by them in the sea, the number of fish be increased, and 
anglers, proprietors, and netsmen alike would be the gainers. Proprietors would 
receive more money for their fishings, and be better able to provide a sufficient 
staff of watchers to see, among other things, that the weekly close time was 
strictly observed ; lessees of nets, forthe shorter season, would have more fish 
than at present, less to pay for tear and wear, and less of stated weekly wages, not 
for the week, but for the season, to pay their men, because of the shorter time 
their services would be necessary ; and the men for merely working five days in 
the week for the short season of four months would have more “ results” money 
for that time than they have at present for working six days out of every seven 
(“ besides,” as one writer remarks, “ frequently having their nets fishing merrily 
on Sunday”), during the whole of the long season of six and a half months. Let 
anglers and all others interested consider this subject thoroughly—not super- 
ficially. The fact of the matter is, the majority of our short-seasoned, most 
cree beautiful and sporting little rivers are being ruined. What is to be 
done ? 
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HOW I WON “A_ FIVER.” 
By E. M. Top. 


THE month of June, 1862, found me on a visit to my old school- 
fellow and friend, P. B. He rented the fishing and shooting at St. 
Boswell’s Bank, Maxton, on the Tweed. Poor B.!—he was a 
keen sportsman; but he has long since passed away, the victim of 
fell consumption. The river was full for that time of the year, 
and it was all I could do to wade across to begin my evening’s 
sport. I had dined early with the family circle in order to have 
the evening’s fishing. I had waded through from the right to the 
left bank, beginning at the lovely streams which flow down into 
that king of streams, “The Woobs”—as Slater, the fisherman 
ee no more), called it ; in fact, the Web stream (pronounced like 
JOO). 

This was the stream, par excellence, I had reserved for the evening’s fishing. 
On my side there was a lovely gravel-bed, perfection to slide a trout up to 
14lb., and even 2lb., on, without the aid of a landing-net—a thing many Tweed 
fishermen, to this hour, never carry, there being so many places whereon to 
land fish easily. Indeed, at that time I landed al/ my fish without a net. On 
the opposite side of the broad, majestic river rises a scaur, or cliff, covered 
with trees and bedecked with primroses, from the summit of which one of the 
finest views I ever desire to behold spreads itself around and below. 

_ The Web stream (and pool) may require a passing description. The streamis, at 

first, rough, broken, and rapid, running deepest towards the side of the cliff, and 
leaving eddies beyond, full of trout. As it travels downward there is a change : 
the rough stream becomes smooth on the surface ; but there is immense power 
in the under-current as it falls rapidly into the still waters of the pool below. 
On the opposite side are two or three “cairns” of stone to form resting-places 
for the salmon in their ascent up the river. Just above the chief cairn oppo- 
site, and for some yards below it, the water flows deep but powerfully, and 
the man who hooks a salmon here will find ‘hat out if Salmo salar puts himself, 
with stiffened tail and fins, into the heart of the centre current and bolts down- 
wards and across. 

As I said before, no better landing-place to make a pounder, or even a two 
pounder, slide high and dry on the gravel could well be found than on my own 
side ; but in this state of the river it was almost too good—there was such a 
very large extent of thin water along the gravel-bed. I was waiting till the 
evening fly was up, which generally came off about 7.30 to 8.30 p.m., and I did 
not wait in vain. On came the fly in myriads at 7.30 to 8 p.m., and there was 
a regular scrimmage going on around me. The Southern fisherman who despises 
North-country fly-fishing should be on the Tweedside with such a “ birth OL 
fies on the water, and, if I mistake not; he would respect the T'weed trout for 
ever after. 

I knew the proper flies from long association with the river, and I waded in 
with my trusty twelve-foot Forrest rod grasped firmly in my hand, and a 
bloodthirsty feeling at my heart. It was a moving sight—a very moving sight 
indeed, Tweed trout, when feeding greedily at such times and in such a stream, 
seem only to cleave the water with the dorsal fin, and then show a black-looking 
tail as they descend ; there is little “boil,” if any, with many of the “old 
foxes.” They also seera absolutely indifferent to the fisherman, for Ihave 
seen them rise, and rise, and rise again so close to me that I have tried to strike 
them with the rod’s point, so close were they. Generally, when such a “birth ” 
of flies is “on,” nothing can be done except just as it is beginning, and again 
as it is going off; the fact being that the Tweed trout is a highly-educated 
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“ insect,” and when the natural flies are in abundance he will not touch the 
imitation of the fish charmer, “(charm he ever so wisely.” d tnt tags 

I waded in, at first merely wetting my feet and fishing my side, No result. 
Then I waded in further. Still no result. Then I waded deep, and the whole 
fish of the river—many of them from lb. to 14lb. (one, seldom gets one with 
fly over 2lb.)—seemed. bent upon laughing at me, Now, I did not go thereto 
be laughed at, I assure you. Far from that. Nor did I relish being laughed. 
at when, L, got home to my kind*host and_hostesses, his mother and sisters, 
And yet, here I was, completely outwitted. I threw upwards with a short-line; | 
only allowing the flies to travel two or three feet, and then repeating my cast; 
again and again ; then I would let out more line, throw a little above me and 
across, and “work” the fly with a gentle, insinuating motion. I would even 
try fishing down at times, for when I am thus placed I try everything I can 
think of to bring the fish ‘ to book.” 

It was plain to me at last that I was laughed out of all countenance, and I 
walked ashore, slowly and meditatively winding up line. I used to use (I still 
do at times) a very long gut casting-line, about sixteen feet, the rod being only 
twelve, and this with two flies six or seven feet apart (never more than three) ; 
for I firmly believe that a “shower of flies”—four or five—is folly where the 
trout are so hard fished, as they used to be hereabouts, by everybody. 

Still moody, but thinking out the vexed question, I suddenly observed in the 
stream just above me, and at the bottom of the rough water, some flies floating 
across the gravel towards the river. A bright thought struck me. “They are,” 
I said to myself, “ floating down in tens of thousands in midstream ; here but a 
few are dropping off the gravel, and if an epicurean trout is on the prowl about 
the edges, I may save a clean basket.” So Istood a good long way back on the 
gravel-bed and positively flicked the edges, making cast after cast with great. 
rapidity. No result followed ; so I went farther up, where there was just a” 
sensible deepening of the stream atthe edge. It. was positively five or six 
inches deep. I was flicking away—half in jest, half in earnest—when my line 
was suddenly seized, close to the edge above me. No rise’ whatever. -“ Ho!” 
thought I, “some half-pounder”; and I put on just a little more strain to see 
what he was like, when, to my amazement, there was a sudden furious screech 
of my reel as it paid out line—then a pause, as the fish neared the deep stream 
down below me. I got opposite, and away he went, swimming deep under the 
eight or ten feet of water in the centre current, and I saw, to -my dismay, the 
reel-line rapidly becoming exhausted ; so I, myself, followed, till I was at the 
top of my waders, and well for me I did so. He made one more rush, and 
with the whole of my reel-line, save a few yards, well sunk, he came up in the 
eddy on the far side below the cairn ; and there he lay on his side, lashing the 
water about ; and then, without so much politeness as to give me due notice of © 
his intended visit, he suddenly dived again, and rushed right at me like a fish” 
fiend. ; OR 
Never did I retrace my steps more rapidly. Winding up the reel-line was an ~ 
absurdity—a double multiplier could hardly have done so ; and so I fell back, 
gained the shore, and then ran high and dry far back on the grass till I was 
once more on speaking terms with my friend, or, rather, new acquaintance. 1 
then began to reel up and shorten the distance between us as quickly as possible, 
and had got him in hand, when off he darted again, I following with all rapidity, ; 
and so the tide of battle ebbed and flowed. At last I found that his runs were 
getting shorter and shorter, and so I led him downwards, always nearer and yet 
nearer me, until I got him to the long stretch of thin water nearing the gravel- 
bed where I have landed so many good trout: To my surprise, he suddenly~ 
stopped. L dugionive 

“What can this be 2” said I. Can there be some abominable snag there ?—for ; 
he was some distance off, and I was on the edge of the gravel. I tried to put 
pressure on ; but there was no response—a dead weight, and there was a nasty 
glare on the surface of the river which prevented my seeing into the water. 
Suddenly I saw a yellow gleam, and I knew that something -was wrong. If the 
line had got round a small branch, and the fish was pumped out, he would show 
his side thus ; so I changed my position, going above, where the glare no longer 
affected my vision, and I stood absolutely helpless for a few moments. I saw 
men moving about on the other side of the river; but I was alone, and I had 
no landing-net. 

May I be pardoned the analogy, Longfellow’s beautiful 
at last breaks up on the shore, and the mariner is drowned— 


“Oh, God! to think man ever 
Comes too near his home!” 


returns to my mind ; or, again, the words of the song— 


‘‘ Beloved eye, beloved star, 
Thou art so near, and yet so far!” 


Yes, so near the deep water and freedom, and so far from my side and 
capture, yet stranded like a hulk! That which had aided the capture of so 
many ordinary trout in the stream—that long reach of thin water leading to. , 
the bank—had now turned round upon me, and I saw this deep, well-fed trout, » 
many yards off, grounded. satel thaen 

Oh, the agony of moments like these—each minute a lifetime of suspense !| — 
I had no witness. Had he got off, I should have been greeted with—‘ I dare 
say he was as large asa whale”; “ Lost fish generally are whales!” &c., &c.. So . 
I reeled up till I approached the knot with which I always fasten my reel-line 
to my gut trace, and then I was compelled to stop, holding my rod back, my 
finger on the reel, but helpless. He was blown, for he had certainly gone at, 
racing speed—too good to last long. I saw him lying on the gravel—a. golden. 
glory—covered by a few inches of water. How Ilonged to possess him! How , 
I feared to bungle, and lose him for ever ! ted Paka 

Salmon I had killed galore ; but a Tweed trout above 23lb. I had never killed... 
with the fly. I had, it is true, landed many whitling (or sea-trout) in the early. 
spring with the same rod from 1Ib. to 4lb.; but what of whitlings? They . 
are common and vulgar, and if you lose one to-day you kill another the next | 
day—plenty-more-at-home sort of feeling. fn taint 

This was the supreme moment of my existence. I was young, and I had. 
my spurs to win ; and there lay my prize, out of my reach, yet close to deep . 
water—a sleeping giant, ready, in another moment, perhaps, with renewed 
strength and ‘second wind,” to tear away across to the other side, for aught I , 
knew. Each time he flapped his tail in such thin water an electric thrill of. . 
horror passed from fish to man. It was touch and go, and the frail thread of . 
his and of my existence (for both were in jeopardy) was more than once all but. 
severed. elo de se,if Jlose he! If I laid down my rod and rushed in (bad, 
form indeed), he had only to make one vigorous “ wallop,” and my fine gut would 
have smashed ; if I ran in with the rod in my left hand, I had only one hand 
to grasp the fish with, and I feared it would end in failure. Still, there he 
lay, his red gills showing bright, and his yellow sides shining, as the evening 
shadows were falling on the water from the high cliffs on the far side. 

“ Once to be in doubt is once to be resolved,” says someone. 


idea—as the ship 


young heart. I had resolved to lay the rod down, but with much circumspec- 


Sol made up. - 
my mind to break through all rules, even if I broke my line, and with it my | 
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| 











Dec. 17; 1887. 





being left on the reel to effect this) lying alongside the margin, the point a 
trifle back, so that if the gravel did not catch the line, and the fish made a dash, 
there was just a hope that the line would pay out, and the rod yield, till I 
dashed back again and regained the butt. 

Down went the rod, and in I rushed, splashing up the water with my waders. 
He was still gasping as I placed one hand on his head and one on his tail, 
pinning him down on the gravel hard and fast till I was able to put thumb 
and forefinger of the right hand into his gills; and then I rushed ashore, my 
prize won, but my gut-line a confused tangle, I gave but one glance, and 
knocked him on the head. Hurrah! Once basketed, I waded across the river 
at the ford above me, and went to the village inn, where I knew they had 
some accurate scales, for they had a small shop as well. 

It was a male fish in the pink of condition, and he weighed 5lb. loz, 
precisely. When I went home (it was dark then), B. met me at the 
door with, “ Why are you so late, man? Supper has been waiting for an 
hour.” 

I placed my hand in my reel, and taking out my prize, said : 

“ This is my excuse.” 

And he answered at once, “TI forgive you!” 

He carried it into the drawing-room and laid it down on the carpet there, 

“Look,” he said, “at the trout Tod has caught to-night! Such trout are 


not found every day in the Tweed.” 

My eyes grow dim, and sorrow succeeds joy, as I look back on the past. 
How many changes has Time worked in that period! How many friends, 
like poor B., have passed into the Silent Land! But this sad mood must be 
stamped upon. Our turn will come, and then rod; reel, and line shall be laid 
aside for ever—shall I say, alas ? 

I now send the account of the “ Angling Feat,” as it was termed in the 
Kelso Mail's account ; and I send you, Mr. Editor, the fly, both of which I 
have preserved in my diary till now, as proof that the story is genuine. I 
may add that I was going to Australia next year, and that, to my own 
astonishment, I killed, also with small fly, another yellow trout above the 
bridge at Innerleithen—a long way above this portion of the river—in the 
autumn of the same year, which weighed 3lb. 6oz.; and I believe that it has 
been the lot of the few, even of old resident anglers, to capture two such in one 
season, and with small fly—or even one, such as the smaller of the two—in that 
beautiful, historical, but sadly-thrashed river, the Tweed. 
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A HANDSOME CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 
By “JOHNNIE CHAT.” 


LAST Christmas an old Yorkshire angling friend, whom I had 
known almost from a boy, invited me to spend the festive season 
with him. His letter informed me he had just taken possession of 
some property lately left him by adeceased aunt, coupled with the 
furtherinformation thatsplendid jack-fishing was easily obtainable in 
the neighbourhood. I duly went down, and found my old friend, 
George Walton, had become the fortunate possessor of a well- 
wooded and charmingly-situated, though small, estate not three 
miles from the town of B , and. within a few minutes’ walk of a 
well-known and celebrated trout stream. My friend George was a 
keen sportsman with both rod and gun, and I heartily congratulated 
him upon the good fortune which had given him such an arcadia of 
sporting bliss. ‘Che estate comprised some well-timbered forest land, the sandy 
hill-side which skirted it forming a rabbit warren, the very appearance of which 
was sufficient guarantee of bunnies ad libitum even to the merest novice. 
Beyond and around, extending as far as the eye could reach, were the various 
farms over which my friend held the sole sporting right, which, although now 
apparently barren and desolate, were, to my mind, strongly suggestive 
of stubble and partridges at some future date. At the back of the house, in a 
large meadow, and facing the main road, was a lake of some several acres in 
extent, and I naturally concluded, when I first saw this fine sheet of water, it 
held some choice specimens of the finny tribe ; but, to my astonishment, in 
answer to my question as to what it contained, George sadly informed me he 
didn’t believe there was even a tittlebat in it. 

“You see, Johnnie,” he said ; “ before I came here the old lady (his deceased 
aunt) let things go just anyhow, and although this lake was noted for holding 
some monster old carp, big jack, and shoals of smaller fry, yet owing to neglect 
it has been poached to such an extent that I don’t believe it has a fish of any 
description left in it. It was a great disappointment to me,” he further added, 
“when I found such to be the case, for I had promised myself many a good day’s 
coarse-fishing from it, and it’s just that one little thing which, to me, prevents 
my place being perfect. ’Tis true there’s plenty of fishing—splendid fishing— 
right under our very nose. But that’s not it; I can’t bear to see a magnificent 
sheet of water like that barren.” 

“ Have it stocked,” I suggested. 

“See the expense and the time,” he replied. “And not only that,” he said 3 
‘what pleasure would it be to me to see a cart-load of fish brought here, know 
their number, recognise some of the biggest, and then set to and catch them ? 
No, Johnnie, that might suit some people, but it wouldn’t suit me.” 

George then proceeded to tell me he had a very cantankerous neighbour 
in the shape of a farmer named Williams, who owned the next tract of land 
adjoining his, and that this meadow also contained a similar lake (though some- 
what smaller) than the one he had. This Williams and himself were not upon 
the best of terms, Williams detesting angling and everything connected 
with it as much as he loved it; and this Williams had, the day pre- 
vious to my arrival, and notwithstanding the time of the year, actually 
hired five men from the town to come with their nets and some tumbrils to 
net the upper portion of some water (which was now ina very low condition, 
and ran through part of his ground) to prevent their returning when the river 
rose again to that part which ran through a small meadow, from whose owner 
my friend George had obtained permission to fish it, and which was a favourite 
corner with him for big jack, owing to the splended cover it contained. All 
these fish, when netted, were to be transferred to Williams's lake, and from what 
I subsequently heard, I believe it was to be done more to spoil my old friend’s 
sport than from any actual value the fish might be supposed to possess. I con- 
soled George as well as possible, and we adjourned to the house for dinner. 
There were plenty of good company stopping, and I enjoyed myself thoroughly, 
The next day was Boxing Day. I got up rather late, nearer dinner than 
breakfast-time, and took a stroll to pick up an appetite ; and without taking any 
particular attention to the route I was taking, turned up the road which ran 
alongside the meadows in which were the lakes of my friend George and his 
unpleasant neighbour, Williams. When I had gone a little way I perceived a 
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tion, I placed the handle of the reel uppermost, and the rod (a little line 


youth of about eighteen years of age, sitting on the |low stile which stood in the 
path leading to the water, chewing a piece of stick, and apparently waiting for 
somebody. Istopped and spoke to him, and after some little time he informed 
me he was waiting to show the men where to put the fish when they brought 
them. It flashed across me then what George had, told me the previous day as 
to the netting business which was to take place, and I at once made my mind 
up what to do. 

‘“ What's the nearest publichouse from here?” Lasked him. ; 

“The Green Dragon, abouta mile,” he replied promptly, and looked thirsty 
at the bare mention of a public. : ; Price: igh s 

‘Will you,” I‘said, “my boy, get me a pint of whisky ? and here's’ half-d- 
crown for your trouble.” ates ; TEN is 

Boy said he would—rather ; but just before starting upon ‘his errand some 
qualms of conscience seemed to ‘trouble him as to thé non-fulfilment of his 
original errand. BG) vss 

‘“ How about them fish when they come, master ?” he asked. 

‘Oh, T'll see to them for you,” I answered. ‘ Show me where they are to be 
put.” : ups a ER 

He drew me a little higher up the road, and pointed to Williams’s piece of 
water, and then slipped off. Hardly -had he disappeared when the procession 
arrived in the distance—two tumbrils, as many hand-barrows, and one hand- 
cart. The first tumbril contained the jack;-and, by Jove! there were some 
beauties in it, too. One long, voracious-looking rascal (he must have gone 
nearly 301b.) made my fingers itch, when.I thought of the glorious pleasure half 
an hour’s fight with his pikeship would have afforded me. The other vehicles 
contained roach, perch, dace, and other fish mixed indiscriminately ; there must 
have been some ‘tons, and .a splendid lot . they» were} too, . As the-edfts 
approached I walked towards them slowly and met them. om 

‘* Well, my lads,” T said, “ you’ve made a good haul it seems ; but make haste, 
for I’m tired of waiting, and it’s not an over-warm morning, either.” pay 

“Be you the young man sent to show where to ‘put these fish?” the indi- 
vidual who was evidently superintending the job asked me. 

I told him unblushingly I was, and led them without further parley to the 
gate which opened into my friend George’s meadow, unbolted it for them, and 
in they filed. The tumbrils, &c., and their contents duly arrived at the edge of 
my friend’s water, and under my direction every fish they contained was placed 
init. To save time, at my suggestion the tumbril containing the jack was 
backed as close as possible to the water’s edge, and then tilted; and what a 
scrambling, flopping, and gasping they did make as they picked themselves from 
the numerous shallows which lined the edge, and’ seemingly none the worse for 
their overland journey, hurried away to find their separate haunts in the new 
home. The white fish and others took rather longer ; but eventually all was 
over. o 
“A fine lot of fish that, master,” one of the men remarked to me. I most 
cordially agreed, and he further added : “ We justteok ’em at the right time and 
the right shop.. Why, I’m blowed if I think there’s.a single fish left in the river. 

From the haul I had just witnessed this was my opinion too ; so giving the 
men their beer money, I left, and joined my:old' friend George in’ the 
smoking-room at the house, passed a very pleasant evening, and making an 
excuse to leave early next day, came to town with that peaceful satisfaction 
which the worst of us can feel when we have done a good action to a deserving 
fellow-creature. Three days afterwards the following letter came to hand :— 

“Dear Johnnie, — Such \news! Congratulate me. You know that 
lake in my meadow I showed. you the-.day you were down, and told 
you how empty it was. Well, those chuckle-headed fellows Williams 
employed to net the fish out of. the river_and put them into his pond, 
which nearly adjoins mine, made a mistake, and popped them into 
mine instead. Hurrah! There has been a row. Williams threatens 
a lawsuit (he hasn’t a leg to stand on), and swears by all that’s holy 
it was a put-up job on my part, for his men told him when they reached 
the meadow a_ dirty-faced, scrubby, little man stopped them, and_ said 
he had been sent to show them where to put them. Williams foamed at the 
mouth during our interview. Come down soon, and hear more about it— 
Yours alway, GEORGE WALTON.” . 

Jt struck me that if I went down soon I should hear more about it, so I 
wisely kept away. I don’t’ know what ‘you think; but I thought then, 
and still think, that I made my old friend, George Walton, a very accept- 
able and handsome Christmas present. 








THAMES POACHERS. 


One of the worst types of a poacher of the present time is the otter, and the 
preserved water under the surveillance of the Thames. Angling Preservation 
Society below Staines is just now literally infested with them, They manage 
to elude the vigilance of both fishermen and river-keepers; and even the traps 
fail to catch them, but they occasionally get some narrow escapes. I have had 
sent to me from one of the fishermen a couple of toes from the hind foot of an 
otter, which he left behind him in a trap, and only the previous week he escaped 
with the loss of some of his fur. Mr. Alfred Stroud, of Sunbury, sent me a 
few days ago the remuins of a beautiful trout of 91b., only eaten by the otter of 
a small portion from the shoulder ; the other part was of a beautifully-spotted 
colour, and when I cut it up the flesh looked just like salmon, but I did not 
care to eat it under the circumstances. Mr. Stroud tells me in his letter that it 
makes the sixth trout he has picked up this season partly eaten by the otter, 
and the one he sent me was one of the two referred to in the FISHING GAZETTE 
of last week. He further states several others have been found besides those he has 
mentioned, some of the fish weighing over 101b. Another fisherman writes from a 
different portion of the river :—‘‘I have not been ‘able to catch jack out of a 
favourite bough where I used to catch good ones. I got out of my punt yester- 
day, and found the skeletons of as many as three large jacks’ heads.” It is not 
long since the remains of a large trout were found near the Hampton Court Weir, 
and when picked up had not been longdead. One of the river-keepers disturbed 
a fine otter out of the Walton Sale not very long ago. All the traps belonging 
to the Thames Angling Preservation Society are now in use. There is a reward 
of one guinea offered for the capture of one of these poachers, and I have 
several applications for the purchase of a good one, dead or alive. The presence 
of these great fish destroyers is becoming serious, and although their recent 
ravages have given substantial proof of there being plenty of fine trout in the 
Thames, we can ill spare those who have been so ruthlessly destroyed by those 
dainty customers; and a prevention of further mischief can only be effected by 
their destruction and extermination ; but it will take all thé time of those who 
are watching and waiting for them to do it. B. 
ES A ABMS SET LSE A SRE eb 

“Farr FACES, OR TYPES OF FEMALE Beauty,” is the title of a special series 
of full-page engravings, from drawings by Miss Margaret Thomas, to be com- 
menced in the January number of Mr, Francis George Heath’s pictorial monthly, 
* Tllustrations,”’ 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN “ WE GO A-FISHING. 


By Epwarp HamitTon, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” Sc. 


(Continued from page 339.) 


A very favourite fly on some rivers in April and May is the Grannom, one of 
this family. Ronalds states that it is of the genus T%nodes ; family, Phryganide. 
According to Curtis, the Grannom is Limnephilus nervosus ; family, Phryganea. 
It is very local in its distribution. é 

The Red or Cinnamon Sedge is Phryganea varia (Curtis). The Silver Sedge 
Limnephilus flavicornis (Curtis), or Phryganea rhombica (Donovan). 





PHRYGANEA VARTA. 


There are 48 British species of this genus varying from each other. 
One species, Phryganea grandis, is very large, appearing about the same time.as 
the May Fly. ; 

The Silver Horns of Ronalds (the dark silver twist of fly-makers, so well 
known as a first-rate grayling fly) is Leptocerus niger or longicornis. There are 
twenty-four British species of Leptoceride differing slightly from each other. 

Ronalds gives a figure of the Sand Fly, and places it in the genus Phryganea ; 
but the term ‘Sand Fly” is very confusing. In the North, according to the 
author of “‘ The Angler and the Loop-line,” the Sand Fly of that part of Eng- 
land is the Gravel-bed or Spider Fly of the South. Order, Diptera ; family, 
Tipulide. 

Somewhat the same confusion exists as to the Stone Flies. The Stone Fly 
of Ronalds is Perla bicaudata ; family, Perlide. Newman, “ History of British 
Insects,” places all the Stone Flies or Phraganites in the family Phryganide ; 
Westwood places them inthe genus Phryganea ; and Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, 
‘ Angler Naturalist,” page 90, gives two figures to represent two states of the 
Stone Fly, Phryganea grandis (common caddis-worm of anglers). 

“The Planipennia, or true Newroptera (according to modern ideas), have strongly- 
developed mandibulate mouths, and for the most part monoliform or filiform, often 
claval antenne. The wings, ordinarily densely reticulate, with very numerous 
transverse nervules, the membranes hairless, or nearly so ; the pupa ordinarily 
in a cocoon, active just before its transformation ; Planipennia are sub-divided 
into Panorpide (Scorpion Flies), Sialide, and Megaioptera.” The Panorpide 
(Scorpion Flies) are found plentifully in the woods and hedges. 





Tur ALDER Fry (Sialis luteus). 


The Sialide have the wings depressed and reticulated, with strong nervures, 
which frequently vary on the two sides in the same insect. There is only 
one indigenous species, which frequents the borders of rivers and streams— 
Séalis luteus, well known as the Alder Fly ; or Orl Fly when made as a hackle ; 
and when ribbed with silver twist, the Chantry. The body is a deep black ; 
wings fuscous, with black nervures. The female lays a great quantity of brown, 
conical eggs on the leaves of aquatic plants. The larve are very active and 
swim well (Stephens). 

The insects included in the family Perlide have the wings incumbent during 
repose ; the reticulations vary. The head large; ocelli three; abdomen 
frequently with two articulate sete ; tarsi always simple. They frequent damp 
places. Those indigenous to this country are divided into five genera :— 

1, Perla; 2. Isogenus; 3. Chloroperla; 4. Nemoura ; 5. Leuctra. 

In the genus Perla (Geoffroy) the insects are usually of large size, and the 
sexes are very dissimilar, the males having the wings much abbreviated. Their 
legs are also longer, and their general habits very dissimilar to the females, 
which have large expansive wings, shorter legs, the palpi in both sexes of dif- 
ferent length,the maxillary ones much longer. 





PERLA MARGINATA. 
1. Perfect insect ; 2. Larva. 


Ferla marginata is the Stone Fly of the North of England and Scotland, 
where it abounds in June and beginning of July. 

“‘Fuscous; antennas long as the body; head moderate, black,varied with yellow, 
with some glossy elevated spots, a longitudinal dorsal channel having an elevated 
line on each side ; abdomen more or less ochreous or yellowish on its sides and 
towards the apex; sete as long as the antenne ; legs yellowish ; wings 


fuscescent with darker nervures ; pupa pale, fuse ; ” 
(Stephens). ; pupa pale, Tuscous, spotted with dusky 
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Ronalds gives Perla bicaudata as the Stone Fly, which is found in June on 
the banks of the Thames and elsewhere. “ Fuscous ; head with irregular longi- 
tudinal tawny or orange streak behind; abdomen ochreous beneath ; sete 
nearly as long as the body ; antenne as long as sete ; wings fuscescent, with darker 
nervures ; a tawny or orange longitudinal streak aloug the body ” (Stephens). 
Newman places this in the next genus, Zsogenus, on account of the sexes 
being similar in habit, by both possessing ample wings, and calls it 
Tsogenus nubecula, the Stone Fly: dark-brown; anterior wings hyaline, 
slightly tinged with brown, and having a little oval cloud of a darker 
brown on the costal margin, situated about one-third of the distance from the 
tip towards the body ; posterior wings beautifully hyaline iridescent ; legs pale 
brown. 

Mr. Newman says that this species is abundant in the neighbourhood of 
running water in Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Nottinghamshire, &c., and is a 
favourite food of trout and grayling. 





THe YELLOW SaLty. 
1. Perfect insect ; 2. Larva magnified. 


The Yellow Sally, Perla lutea of Ronalds, is placed by Mr. Newman in the 
genus Chloroperla—Chloroperla lutea ; the Perla flava of Pictet. 

The various Willow Flies belong to the genus Nemoura, which Stephens 
divides into 15 species ; 14 of them have a X-like plexus of nervures towards the 
apex of the wings. The 15th, Nemoura variegata, is destitute of this ; Pictet, 
however, gives the X plexus in this species. 

The Willow Fly, with dark purple body, may be Nemowra variegata of Pictet. 
The common willow fly, Vemoura annulata, of Stephens. 





NeEMOURA VARIEGATA. 


Pictet’s ‘‘ Familles des Perlides,” with its beautiful plates, should be consulted 
by those interested in this family. 

In the order Orthoptera are the Locustide, one species of which, the Grass- - 
hopper (Stenothrus viridulus), with short antenne, is much used as a lure for 
grayling, trout, and other fish, and must not be confounded with the great green 
grasshopper with long antenne, sometimes found in moist meadows and othe 
places—-Gryllus viridissimus, Locusta viridissimus. : 








The grasshoppers, so well known to all fishermen, are, as one author remarks, 
associated with the brightest of green pastures and sunshiny days, are divided 
into two families—the Locustide, of which we believe there are many species ; 
and the Grillide, of which the common cricket (Gryllus domesticus) and the 
equally familiar cockroach (Blatta) are examples. 

The so-called singing of these insects is caused by the rubbing together of the 
petits substance at the base of the wing cases, and this only occurs in the 
males. - 

Izaak Walton was well aware of the value of this insect as a bait. In his in- 
structions to Venator, he says, “If you get a grasshopper, put it on your hook 
- +. and after this manner you may fish for him (a trout) with almost any 
kind of live fly, but especially with a grasshopper.” 

The American editor of ‘The Complete Angler” says, ina note to Chap. V. : 
‘Dipping for trout with the grasshopper, the grass-beetle, the cricket, &c., over 
a running stream is the nearest imitation, as it was the original, of fly-fishing. 
Many an ‘attic minstrel’ have I when a boy made to seduce the shy, speckled, 
shining beauties from their haunts ; but no artificial imitation have I ever suc- 
ceeded with, though the very counterfeit of life—the trout will not take them.” 


(To be continued.) 
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PIKE-FISHING ON 


PIKE-FISHING ON HEIGHAM SOUND. 


ONE of the most enjoyable trips that have fallen to my lot was the 
holiday I took in September, in company with two friends, to the 
river 'Thurne, in the neighbourhood of Potter Heigham, in Norfolk. 
Staying at the Waterman’s Arms, we spent the short time at our 
disposal in exploring Womack and Hickling Broads. The former 
would delight any lover of nature, with its vistas of foliage and 
water. It is a narrow broad opening off the north bank of the river, 
about a mile and three-quarters west of Heigham Bridge. Going 
east under the railway bridge, and passing the drainage pumping 
station, where lives John Grapes (whose son has pulled many a 
piscator over these waters), you come to the channel on the north 
bank, leading to Heigham Sound and Hickling Broad, forming 
together a splendid stretch of water. 

The Sound is a noted place for pike, and well it may be with 
its islands and belts of reeds, affording just those retreats which 
they affect. 

Boats can be obtained at Applegate’s, by the bridge, and there is 
good accommodation at the Falgate Inn. The old Waterman’s Arms 
is changing hands, I hear, and is going to be enlarged. 

Unfortunately, during our stay a strong north-east wind prevailed, 
and the water being very clear, we had poor sport ; but the district 
so delighted us that we intend making our next year’s trip to the 
same place; and t> anyone who has not visited the Broads, I 
would emphatically say “Go,” for, beside the fishing, you will 
enjoy a change of scenery, and hear music in the rustling of the 
reeds and the sweet song of the linnet. W. A. PEARCE. 


[Mr. Pearce kindly sends us the sketch from which our illustration of pike- 
fishing is reproduced.—Ep. ] 





THE DOUBLE-ACTION SPINNER. 


MEssrs. WM. HEARDER AND SON, of 195, Union-street, Plymouth, 
write to remind us that in 1882 or 1883 they sent us spinners exactly 
like the * Lightning” spinner recently brought out by Mr. Hum- 
phries, and that we favourably noticed them at the time. In principle, 
the spinners are certainly exactly the same, and, in justice to Messrs. 
Hearder and Son, it is our duty to mention that they were the first 
to bring out a bait on this principle, a fact which had escaped our 
memory when noticing Mr. Humphries’ make. We are perfectly 
certain that Mr. H. knew nothing of such a bait having been made 
previously. 





“Say, what are you are doing ?”’ demanded the hotel boy of the countryman who 
was working away at the electric button in his room with a pocket-knife. “Oh, 
ye’re here, air ye!” was the response. “ Jest lend mea hand, will ye? I wanter 
git the stopper out o’ this speakin’ tube. S’pose’n the house sh’d catch fire, and I 
couldn’t let the landlord know !"—Toledo, 
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HEIGHAM SOUND. 


Wilt Oy SA LD] RarlS. 2 
3y “ GILNOCKIE.” 
REARED on the slopes of a Scottish hill, my love for the moors dates 
from boyhood, and although I was acknowledged to be a rank bad 
shot, I was always anxious to be “out” on or about the “twelfth.” 
I very rarely knocked a feather off, and seldom bagged anything, 
and was as much unlike Tam Samson—of whom the immortal 
Robin sang : 
* That woefu’ morn be ever mourn’d, 
Saw him in shooting graith adorn'd, 


iv 


While pointers round impatient burn’d ”’— 


as I possibly could be in my capacity as a sportsman. 

However, that’s nothing to the purpose. I had resided in the metropolis 
some considerable time, and I pined for a sniff of my native heather. As the 
time approached when the birds would be on the wing, an invitation came at 
last from an old friend. Would I join him at his shooting quarters on the 
Dumwhakit Moor? Yes, certainly ; and in less than a jiffy I was on the iron- 
clad high road to Scotland thoroughly equipped, and 


* T belted on my tartans, 
And my bonnet down I drew.” 


The very notion of the “ Land of Mountain and Flood” sets the stagnant blood 
alunt, and starts the languid pulse ona big trotting expedition. The very thought of 
arising from your lair on the mountain’s brow onaclear, breezy morning in August, 
far away from the caresand turmoil of this busy city ; to look forward to the enjoy- 
ment of the sweet luxury of a bath in the bubbling torrent which tears down the 
hillside past your shooting-box ; to tramp actually over the boundless heath in 
the early morn for half an hour or so, and then land in with a muirland appetite 
to a breakfast of ham and eggs, supplemented aiblins by a dish of bonnie yellow 
trout fresh from the neighbouring barn—why, I say the very thought of such 
undiluted pleasure is enough to send a hippopotamus into a fit. 

To “wat yer whustle” with the genuine dew off Ben Nevis ; to feel your foot 
firmly planted on your native heath, or any other heath, it matters little where, 
so long as you are away from the busy haunts of toiling humanity ; to trip with 
elastic tread over the heath-clad hills; to revel in the irresistible fascination, the 
desolate loneliness the northern moors and glens possess in such a nameless 
degree, with a glorious sky overhead ; to feel free, unfettered and untrammelled 
in the roomy folds of your “ kilt ”’—all this surely must be the tip-top pinnacle of 
glorious rapture and delight. To hold converse, too, with that mighty potentate, 
the head keeper—the “boss” of the heathery waste—and endeavour to get on the 
“beal side o’ him” by handing him your flask and bran new snuff-mull, pur- 
chased for that sole duty ; to have the honour of saying to him, “ How's a’ wi’ 
ye, Tonal?” in your best Scotch, and tremble for the great man’s answer, in 
case he may grunt out an unfavourable reply—these and sundry other odds and 
ends should vastly assist in making up the sum total of that sublimity of happi- 
ness so eagerly sought for on the bracing heaths of bonnie Scotland. : 

Nine o'clock is a good hour for starting out, as before that time the birds are 
usually as wild as the heather over which they fly, and a lot of useless tramping 
has to be done by the fagged sportsman before he gets to business, and— 

“Owre monie a weary hag he’s limpit 
Afore the tither shot he’s thumpit "— 
expresses pretty accurately what has to be gone through by the early “ worm” who 
tries to steal a march on the birds by getting up at a “ barbarous” hour in the 
morning with the view of circumventing the game. For the sportsman who is 
anxious to begin work by daylight, and who thereby gets limp and leg-weary 
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before lunch time, I have nothing but sincrere pity, and to such a benighted 
being I would commend the following, culled from the before-mentioned 
immortal bard : . 
“ Rejoice ye birring partricks, a’; 
Ye cootie muircocks crousely craw ; 
Ye maukins, cock your fuds fou braw, 
Withouten dread. 
Your mortal fae has dwamed awa’ ; 
In fac’, he’s dead. 
Stone dead, with fruitless exertion. 
I would fain say something about the shooting, but my usual luck followed 
me ; besides, I had a fearful dream three nights after my arrival at my friend’s 
shooting-box, the relation of which will occupy all the space at my command. 


Tur DREAM. 


My friend, Fred Smart, who is engaged ona sporting journal, had related to 
me, before I started on my shooting expedition, the particulars of a great ratting 
match which he had attended at Jimmy Shaw’s, or somewhere, and how he had 
electrified the entire ratting community of the Metropolis, and sent a thrill 
through the whole civilised world by his glowing description in the journal afore- 
said of the fearful and terrible slaughter which took place. I could not get 
those rats of Fred’s out of my head, and on retiring to rest on the third night of 
my sojourn on Dumwhakit Moor the row began. I thought, directly I fell 
asleep, that my brain-pan was clean scooped out, and my skull was the rat-pit, 
and a great match was on. In an ordinary way of thinking anybody would 
imagine there wouldn’t have been room in a fellow’s cranium for any such 
capers ; but, losh me! it was surprising how spacious and empty it was when all 
the nonsense was cleared out. It wasa complete dungeon of a place, and so 
thoroughly out of repair. I was astonished it had not been seen to by the party 
who owned it long ago. 

On the night in question, however, judging from the excited manner in which 
sundry flash-looking gentlemen in mufflers comported themselves, a rare “treat 
for the fancy ” was in store for the company, which began rapidly to assemble. 
The match was a “tenner ” a-side—Mr. Sam Crocker’s “ Little Wonder” versus 
Mr. Billy Pusher’s “ Scorcher,” 40 rats each. 

I certainly have the highest admiration for nearly all kinds of legitimate 
English sports and pastimes ; but I had never included ratting among them, and 
I wondered much at finding myself in the midst of such a motley crew. But I 
determined I would see the show through, and probably I might learn something. 

As the “talent” began to file in, the tobacco-smoke became so thick you might 
have cut it with a cross-cut saw. Soon, however, as I got accustomed to the 
dense fog which filled the pit I began to take notes of my doggy companions, 
and a more villainous-looking sample I certainly never beheld. 

I sat down beside a long, scraggy specimen of forlorn and destitute-looking 
humanity in a black frock coat, buttoned up to his chin, and entered into conver- 
sation with him onthe subject of ‘“dawgs.” He looked at me askance; but I 
assured him I was a “ fancier,” and asked him to name his “ poison,” which he did 
by calling for a pint of porter. When the “poison” was brought in he gave 
me a knowing wink, buried his carving-knife countenance in the measure for a 
few seconds, and afterwards placed the vessel on the table bottom upwards, with 
a ‘ Thank ye, goy’nor.” 

“ What do you think of him?” then said my new-found friend, hauling a 
diminutive terrier out of his waistcoat-pocket as it were. ‘This is Smiler, 
the finest ratter in creation. Smiler ain’t well, or the Little Wonder and 
Scorcher wouldn’t be in this show.” Smiler, despite his indisposition, was 
better cared for than his master. He (Smiler) was attired in a blue overcoat, 
and hada collar round his neck, and certainly looked the gentleman of the party 
beyond all comparison. 

‘As the gloom subsided a little I began to sean more minutely my surround- 
ings. I observed that the tables were covered with beer-cans, pots, and glasses, 
among which terriers of all kinds and descriptions sat or hopped to-and-fro, 
and amid the hubbub created by their owners a perfect Babel of yelping and 
barking was being fiercely carried on, with an occasional set-to between some 
refractory members of the four-footed company. 

I have an extensive acquaintance with what I jocularly call doggy men ; but the 
friends I allude to are of the foxhound, otterhound, greyhound, and Dandie 
Dinmont persuasion, and a totally different class of human beings to the 
infatuated wrecks of humanity I saw before me, most of whom carried or led a 
glossy, well-fed terrier—those poor, shivering wretches who looked as if they 
never had partaken of a good square meal in their lives—yet one and all of them 
had his dog. 

There were persons, too, present who, by their better clothing and amplitude 

of waistcoat, may have been publicans or retired tradesmen. These were 
evidently men who wagered on the prowess of “raters,” for it was evident the 
custodians of the animals had no ready cash, as they cadged tobacco and drank 
out of anybody’s pot which came to hand. The conversation was doggy in the 
extreme, and I flattered myself at the time I had picked up a few wrinkles that 
would immortalise me in the pages of a certain newspaper to which I then 
contributed. Presently there was a sudden hush in the assembly, and 
Mr. Sam Crocker and Mr. Billy Pusher entered the ring. They were both 
dressed in the height of fashion described in the EHast-end of the town 
as “ikey,” and gazed round upon the company in a superior manner. Both 
talked “dog” with fascinating fluency, and when Mr. Pusher came close 
to me once I could have sworn his clothes had a doggy perfume of a 
particularly professional flavour. I, therefore, honoured him accordingly, and 
during the whole evening afterwards, in whatever portion of the pit he stood, I 
scented him from afar. There was no sitting-room provided, and we either 
stood up or reclined on our elbows, which latter is the most approved style, I 
am told, for holding the dogs, in order that they may havea fair view of the 
performance. 
; Evidently the fun was about to begin, for an individual in a knitted woollen 
jacket and a close-fitting fur cap appeared with an iron cage under his arm 
containing the rats which were to supply the evening’s amusement. Up to this 
time the din was quite loud enough to make conversation almost impossible ; but 
the sight of the rats sent every terrier clean off his “ nut,” and the yelping and 
struggling to get free must have made the poor things quake with terror, if they 
were not already frightened beyond their wits, which is most likely, judging 
from the insane manner in which they behaved when thrown into the pit. 
When the rats were liberated, instead of all taking up different positions and 
thus baffling the dog, they all rushed to one corner, and piled themselves up in 
a furry heap of over afoot high. The Little Wonder looked on fiercely, and 
said nary a word, so intent was he on the game. Mr. Sam Crocker holds him 
firmly, and the word “ go” is given, and, like a flash of special lightning, the 
Little Wonder swoops down upon the foe. 

The animal was fully up to his work, and the merest novice at ratting must 
have been convinced that a champion at the game was before them. An 
jnexperienced pup would have been so overwhelmed with delight that proh- 
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ably he would have gone pell-mell at the heap in a lump, and scrambled with 
the rats in akitten-wise, tomfoolery manner. Not the Little Wonder! One 
at a time was his motto ; one snap across their loins, a final and vigorous shake, 
drops him, and he is on to another one without further parley. Mr. Sam 
Crocker was speechless with delight. His leetle dog was fairly conjuring, and 
Mr. Sam, like a skilful general, knew too much to take his attention off by 
any encouraging nonsense. Now the rats began to get thinner, and ramble 
about the place. Things looked ugly. The Little Wonder was unable to drive 
them into a corner, in fact, and Mr. Sam Crocker at once interfered when 
he saw this false move on the part of the dog, and yelled frantically at the Wonder 
to “nail’em.” Immediately the dog took the hint, and snapped and bit them 
half in two with wonderful dexterity. 

The Wonder now began to get tired, and sometimes made “two bites at a 
cherry,” and leave a half-dead rat under the belief that it was a “ ggne coon.” 
Under such circumstances the attendant would make a chalk mark round the rat, 
and if it moved out of the boundary “a live rat” would be counted, which 
I found was one to the bad. There were now only four rats left, two of 
them of prodigious size. The dog was beginning to be thoroughly puzzled ; but 
after a second’s reflection he makes a dive at the biggest one of the lot, and 
misses him. Not so the rat; driven to desperation, he determined to make a 
fight of it, and seized the Wonder by the under jaw. Now insued a scene 
which baffles description ; theyelling and shouting were fearful. Mr. Sam Crocker 
was raving mad, and losing all control of himself, stamped and swore with a 
fluency simply unapproachable. Mr. Billy Pusher and his people roared with 
delight and shouted themselves hoarse ; time was simply flying with electric 
madness, and the Wonder’s chances of success were rapidly fading into 
nothingness. 

“Worry ’im, you toothless son of a second-hand mongrel,” screamed the 
wretched Crocker. 

This was the turning-point of the conflict. The Wonder shook off the rat 
with a scientific twist, and pinned him with a fatal grasp. Then he went for 
the remaining three, and instantaneously had them numbered among the slain. 
When “Time” was called, it was found the Little Wonder had killed the 40 
rats in 44 minutes. After such a performance, the Scorcher’s chance looked 
anything but a rosy one. The wonderful form displayed by the Little Wonder 
had evidently shaken all the sawdust out of the Scorcher ; indeed, he turned 
out a complete fraud, and hadn’t the remotest notion of the game in hand. Mr. 
Billy Pusher had evidently neglected his education, or else he was flustered 
through the noise and hubbub around him. Mr. Pusher was in despair, and 
encouraged and threatened his pup at intervals in “dog” of an appalling 
description, which must have been particularly bewildering to the Scorcher. 

T must certainly say that as a “second” Mr. Pusher was much inferior to Mr. 
Sam Crocker, who had the sense to leave his dog to himself. The former, how- 
ever, went on dreadfully, and foamed, and pawed the earth like a mad bull, 
all to no purpose, till “Time” was called, and the Little Wonder was de- 
clared the winner. Then I found I was entering into the spirit of the whole 
thing, and shouting myself hoarse, and yelling above the roar of the fearful din, 
when Mr. Sam Crocker, in his frantic delight, seized me by the hand, and I 
awoke and found my Scotch friend (who had been up and dressed an hour pre- 
viously) pulling me by the sleeve and nearly splitting with laughter in his vain 
efforts to arouse me to a full sense of my whereabouts. 7 

“What ever isthe matter, old man? Who on earth are the Scorcher and the 
Little Wonder ? You were going on at a fearful rate!” 

“Oh, wasl? Well, I have hadanawful dream. You see, the toddy and the 
fresh mountain air are alittle too strong for me yet till I get hefted, and when 
I went to bed last night I was thinking of Fred Smart’s ratting matches, which 
he calls the ‘revival of old English sport.’ I’m sure I don’t call them sport at 
all ; but now, when I look over this, I find it is a fair copy of Fred’s version of 
the thing, and may be accepted as pretty accurate under the circumstances.” 

A fair-and-square account of my shooting exploits may be looked for next 


Christmas. 
Re LE 





HOW TO MAKE CASTS OF FISH. 
By H. H. ANDREWS, Reading. 


Iv has long been a desideratum of anglers to possess the requisite 
knowledge of how to take a cast of any good specimen fish that 
their skill, or good luck, or both, have enabled them to bring to the 
creel. The instructions hitherto given on this subject have been, 
at the best, but vague and unsatisfactory, often leaving out the 
little details of manipulation that help to make the result a success, 
or the reverse. The practical mind rebels at an imperfect object, 
even if the imperfection is out of sight; for knowing that we 
might have done better is to ourselves a sore point, even if our 
kind friends and critics are unaware of the seamy side, and do 
not know that our cast, which looks so well on the side turned 
towards them, bears no resemblance to a fish on the other, but is as 
flat as the table on which it was cast. It will, therefore, be my 
endeavour to put the matter so plainly before my readers in the 
following instructions, that they may not only make a perfect mould, 
but from that mould take as many perfect casts as they please, so 
that their friends as well as themselves may possess a lasting 
memento of their skill. 
Toons AND MATERIALS. 

The tools and materials necessary are so few and simple, and the cost so 
small, that the question of expense need not keep anyone from practising what, 
after some little amount of trouble and, no doubt, some small failures, will 








cventually prove a most interesting recreation. The first and most important 
tool is what everyone possesses—viz., a small pocket-knife, the “others being a 
round piece of wood, or in the absence of that a wine-bottle, for a roller, shaped 
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according to the diagram shown below. Three fairly soft hog-hair brushes, 
about jin. wide (flat ones are best), which can be bought at any oil shop. If 
the operator has a few odd carving tools they will prove an advantage, but are 
not absolutely necessary for the work. 

As to materials, the first is modelling or pipe-clay, kneaded up into a putty- 
like mass. If this is difficult to procure, obtain the next best substitute 
from the nearest brick or pottery works, taking care to get it free from grit. 
This should always be covered up with a damp cloth to keep it in a pliable 
state. A small quantity of sweet oil and some shellac, dissolved in methy- 
lated spirit, are required. The last and most important is the 
ple of Paris, of which both ihe mould and cast are formed. The 

est is known to the trade as “superfine” ; but the most important qualification 
is that it should be fresh burnt. It may look all right, and feel nice and smooth 
to the touch ; but unless it is fresh, and has been kept from the air, it is a snare 
and a delusion, as it absorbs the moisture from the atmosphere, and when mixed 
sets before it can be properly used, giving a most imperfect result. 


PROCESS. 


First place the fish on a level board or table (but if possible keeping a board 
solely for the purpose of moulding the fish on, as the clay and plaster do not tend 
to improve any table), the best side uppermost. If the fish is not in its best 
condition, and the stomach is thin, place some clay under it to keep it in a good 
position, so that it does not fall flat on the board. If allowed to lie in sucha 
position one side would be bevelled off and the other flat ; but by placing the 
clay or any other material under it we get a natural result, and both sides alike, 
The next step is to take some clay and roll out a strip about an inch thick, and 
of sufficient length to go all round the circumference of the fish, the depth of 
the clay being regulated according to the height to the centre of the fish from 
the board. The iron tool before mentioned should now be brought into play, 
and with it go carefully round the fish, taking care to scrape away any clay that 
is above the centre line, and also adding to any place that requires making 
higher. The clay should be placed under the spines, we will say of a perch, and 
the spines pressed down carefully, but firmly, on it. The fins should be placed 
in the position most favoured by the operator, and some clay placed behind 
them to make a solid backing. This clay can be afterwards taken away, leaving 





the fins in their thin and natural state. Having now a wall of clay all round 
the centre and extending about an inch beyond, the exact half of the fish is 
exposed, the other half being inclosed by the circle of clay (see Diagram A.) 
The next operation is to make a few bell-shaped holes in the-clay at intervals 
to act as keys when the two halves of the mould are placed together. One of 
the brushes and the oil now come into use for oiling both fish and clay over 





slightly, to prevent the plaster sticking. We now again go to our stock of clay 
and roll out a piece long enough to go round, and high enough to extend some 
three inches beyond the fish (see Diagram B). 

This outer wall is carefully pressed close to the inner clay wall, taking care 
not to close or put out of shape the bell-shaped holes which have been made in 
the inner clay wall. The whole is now ready for the plaster. Pour what you 
think will be enough water into a basin for mixing the plaster in, and you had 
better end by having a little too much rather than haye to add when the plaster 
is mixed. To put the plaster in, you shake it in gently with your hands till it 
rises to the top of the water. You must next gently pour off the surplus water, 
and with another of the brushes stir it well till it is perfectly mixed. Then 
pour it on the fish till it is all covered to the depth of an inch or two, according 
to the size of the mould, the rule being that the larger the mould the thicker 
the layer should be for strength. I would not, however, advise an amateur 
to attempt for the first time too large an object—say, such a mould as I 
made last week, in which the whole of two hundredweight of plaster and 
eight buckets of water were consumed. The mould should now be left 
some twenty minutes till the plaster is well set. Any hurrying 
in this particular will very likely result in the breaking of the mould. After 
having waited the twenty minutes or half an hour, and finding that the plaster 
is well set and hard, proceed to take away the outer clay wall, which must be 
carefully laid on one side for further use. Now gently raise the half mould 
containing the fish, and tyrning it oyer, place the mould on the board, taking 


great care that the fish does not separate from the mould. Having now placed 
the mould on the board, separate the inner ring of clay from it, which leayes 
the other exact half of the fish exposed ready for making the other half of the 
mould. The following little details must be carefully followed, or the result 
will be that instead of the mould separating “as _ it ought to do, 
the two parts will join so firmly together that breaking only will 
divide them. Having now, as I said, removed the inner wall of 
clay, bring the third brush into use, and with it paint round the 
white edge of the mould with two coats of the shellac solution ; then when dry 
go over both the fish and edge of mould with the oil, and be sure that every part 
is touched. Do not forget to lay the fins as on the other side. Place the outer 
wall of clay all round the mould again, and it is then ready for the second lot of 
plaster to be poured on, mixing it according to previous instructions. Leave for 
half an hour, and then remove the wall of clay, and carefully separate the 
matrices ; take out the fish, and a first-class mould should be the result. 

The mould has now to be dressed or painted over with the shellac solution, taking 
care that it is not too thick to hide the markings of the fish. Two thin coats 
are better than one thick one. After the shellac is dry, oil the mould well inside 
and round the edges, great care being taken that every part is well gone over. 
It is now ready for taking the cast of the original object. Todo this, mix 
enough plaster to well fill the mould, laying each half down on the board and 
fill; when just about to set place one half on the other, being very careful to 
see that the bell-shaped knobs fit into their special cavities, and press the mould 
very firmly together to squeeze out any superfluous plaster ; if neatly done, the 
amount left at the junction of the mould ought not to exceed the thickness of 
writing-paper. Let the cast remain in the mould for an hour, and then care- 
fully separate the matrices. If irons are required in the cast for the purpose of 
mounting, a couple of holes should be:made in one side of the mould, and the 
irons pressed in after the mould is closed and before the plaster is set. 


[We have asked Mr. Andrews to write a description of the preparation and 
painting of the cast, and it will appear shortly.—Ep. ] 








ANGLING FOR BREAM. 
(Continued from p. 337.) 


So there must be no more rambles in sweet Dove Dale or charming 
stories from. the North, Mr. Editor ? 


“Ah! distinctly I remember, it was in bleak November, 
And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor : 
Hagerly I wished the morrow, vainly I sought to borrow 
From my books surcease of sorrow, sorrow for the old GAzETTE— 
For the rare and radiant weekly, the lost, the old GAzETTE! ” 
Quoth an angler, ‘‘ Nevermore |”? 


Very good, Mr. “ Val Con.” ; we shallsee. If the water be discoloured, 
it must be the right colour, When you see it of a pea-soup, clear soup, 
coffee, mustard, milk, or whey tint (I prefer the whey, especially for 
bream), then use a cockspur, red garden, or tail end of a maiden lob, 
and you can fish in or off the bottom ; but supposing the river be at 
flood—which is more than probable—then I think it is better to fish 
off the bottom, for it is on such occasions that fish seek for food at all 
depths in quiet places near the banks. If the water be highly dis- 
coloured, you will, of course, rove about and try all the still holes, 
lay-byes, slacks, eddies, and sheltered pools, where the water is com- 
paratively dead, and has to a certain extent fined down. 


4, 4d 
If Z 


be crest, 


When angling in these places, I should advise you to cut up each worm into 
very small pieces (say, five or six), as you do not want to feed the fish so much 
as whet their appetites; but if the water be only slightly discoloured, there 
being no great difficulty for fish to see the bait, then the worms may be thrown 
in whole if you prefer doing so. 

But study well the swiftness of the stream, for if thrown too far down they 
will swim for a long distance before grounding, and as far as angling is con- 
cerned you might as well fish ina pail. I have repeatedly observed this when 
the water has been just right—that is to say, neither pea-soup nor coffee-coloured. 
In perfectly clear water, when a river is at its ordinary summer's level, gentles, 
creed wheat and malt, paste, and wasp-grubs may be used with success. Given 
the proper localities and tackle, you can either fish with the rod-point, I repeat, 
“ well over the float,” or allow the float to travel gently down, holding the light 
120z. rod in the right hand, and pay out line with the left, or vice versd. Some 
adopt one method and some the other, the former for choice when roaching. Tt 
is the better plan. Strike at everything in the shape of a bite. Never allow 
the float to get before the tackle and bait on these occasions. 


In my humble opinion the bait should be some distance off the bottom—zi.e., 
if the water be highly coloured ; butif the water be sufficiently clear to stret-peg 
for bream, you may choose swims so gentle that you can use a 3ft. gut tackle, 
with the bottom strand extremely fine, a small goose-quill, with three or four 
shot placed at about equal distances ; the botjom shot should rest upon the 
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ground, and bea little larger than the others, and placed about 12 or 15in. from 
the hook. . 

Should these not be found sufficient to keep the nose or tip of the float out of 

the water—i.c., should it assume a horizontal position on the surface, aud you 
know the bottom is free from obstructions, then add another, or even two more 
shots, if necessary, or a very small corking weight may be placed on the line 2in. 
or 3in. above the loop of the gut. The float in this case should be put din. or 
4in, deeper than the swim, to allow for the play of the stream. If you desire to 
fish in a faster, but not a rapid current, you must put on five or six shots, and 
the three lowest may be placed about 1din. from the hook. The float should be 
a medium-sized pelican- quill, and placed-9in. or 12in. deeper than the swim, 
according to strength of stream ; and so on until you find it necessary to use a 
coffin or pear-shaped corking weight to rest on the bottom, with the cork 
float placed nearly as deep again as the swim, in order to obtain the proper 
angle or “slant,” as itis termed, from the rod-top to the weight. Bream are 
seldom found in the swims in question, and these remarks apply more to barbel- 
fishing. I find I must be careful—yvery. 
* River in Flood.—You can fish in either a rising or falling water ; but the 
very best time is when it is at the flood. If it be going down at all fast angling 
is next to useless, as the fish clear out with surprising celerity. I have noticed 
the same thing in rivulets running into lakes and meres, and have often caught 
silver bream, perch, and splendid roach and dace in sheltered places, two or 
three miles from the great body of water—one day when twenty-four hours 
after it would have been difficult to geta fish. It is extraordinary how far 
dace, for instance, will work up these brooks and rivulets, and if there be any 
holes or harbours, remain there for weeks, but are difficult to catch—very. All 
fish, more or less, make for the side when rivers are at the flood, more especially 
in the summer. I have caught almost every kind of coarse fish in the space 
of a few hours from the banks. 

Lively Swims.—You sometimes meet with a place where the water comes rush- 
ing and plunging into the bank, and in nine cases out of ten, some little distance 
below this spot you will find a series of eddies formed from the seething and 
boiling waters. When the water is clear you may angle with liver gentles, wasp- 
grubs, malt, wheat, and paste. 

By having sufficient weight to prevent the under-currents from washing and 
surging the shots to the surface, dace, silver and sometimes carp bream, fine 
roach, and chub may be captured (more especially when the wind bas dropped, 
the shadows are deepening, all nature is hushed, and the silent heron watches 
the lonely pool) ; I have taken all four. Sit down, keep ont of sight, and pitch 
in a ground-bait made of fresh grains and bran, or stewed malt, but the latter 
should be used sparingly ; and when fishing in such a place as the above 
mentioned, in ninecases out of ten this bait should be mixed with something so 
that a stone may be used to insure its reaching the bottom—and that quickly. 
Use arod from 10 to 12ft. in length, light and flexible, with a fair amount of 
spring and play, but possessing sufficient rigidity, though not so much as 
to interfere in the least with the upward movement of the wrist. Shot 
the full-sized pelican or cork float well down. The new roach-rod lately 
brought out by Mr. Slater, Portland-street, Newark, is one I can specially 
recommend for this description of work. Endeavour to play the fish as near the 
surface as you can without splashing—the stream is quicker and they are sooner 
killed—and get your fish out of the swim as quickly as possible, more especially 
when angling for roach and chub where little shelter can be obtained. 

You will often find the best swims 7ft. or 8ft. from the side, and from sunset 
until you can see your float is often the best time to capture both roach and chub. 
Owing to the peculiar position of the banks with respect to the water, late in 
the evening (that is, when I could just see my float) I have caught both roach 
and chub within 2ft. or 3ft. from the side. 


(To be continued, ) 








THE LIVERPOOL TOWN COUNCIL AND THE CLOSE TIME FOR 
TROUTL. 


We find the following report in Liverpool papers of the 7th inst. :— 


“Tisuinc IN THE PARK LAkes.—A CLosu Time ror Trout.—The Parks and 
Gardens Committee of the Liverpool City Council at their last meeting had before 
them a letter from the secretary of the Liverpool Angling Association, suggesting a 
close time for trout, between the lst October and 1st November inclusive, in each 
year. The suggestion was approved, and the Town clerk was instructed to frame a 
regulation accordingly.” 

The capture of trout in England is prohibited by law between Oct. 2 and 
Feb. 1 ; but jocal boards of conservators have power to alter the dates provided 
the close time is not made to commence earlier than Sept. 2, nor later than Nov. 2, 
and extends to not less than 123 days ; but the sale of trout is absolutely pro- 
hibited throughout England and Wales from Oct. 2 to Feb. 1. 

We imagine that the Liverpool City Council are unaware of the legal re- 
strictions affecting trout, which apply to every water, public or private, or the 
paragraph quoted gives the dates erroneously. 





_ How to Cook FisH.—Persons in good health can eat anything without suffering 
immediate consequences. They like what is palatable and let the future take care 
of itself. It is this indifference that makes so many lives miserable in old age. 
How to cook fish so that it may be agreeable to the taste, and at the same time 
wholesome, is worth the consideration of the heads of the household. No matter 
how daintily the batter is prepared, fish should never be fried. The process cannot 
be successfully carried out without fat, and the delicate browning secured by this 
agency produces an effect to be feared by convalescents. The best way is to either 
boil or steam, In boiling, hot or cold water should be used according to the firm- 
ness. Salmon, mackerel, and all firm fish must be put into cold water, and soft fish 
of every kind into boiling water. Fish should be very thoroughly cleansed and 
washed. It makes a very great difference in the flavour whether this is done well 
or badly. Keep the water skimmed while boiling. For persons of weak digestion 
the steaming process is considered the most healthful.—Deal Mercury. 


‘Tris INNATE.”’—Oh! yes. ’Tis born in the lord’s son to want a gun to go 
shooting game. The feeling is just as strong in the breast of the cobeieers sont 
take his father’s old gunand shoot on the common close by. He goes after plover 
and almost treads upon the tail of a hen pheasant, and knocks her over when she 
rises. The lord claims all the game on common and on cultivated land, The lad is 
summoned and fined, so the instinct in the boy “born in the purple” can be indulged 
in even on the waste land ; but the poor Saxon cottager's son commits an offence— 
nay, a crime in the lord’s and the J.P.’s private opinion, and the first conviction too 
often turns a honest lad into a poacher for very devilment, and if sent to prison is 
kept there at the cost of the ratepayers at large! It is the same in fishing in private 
waters, where the temptation to throw a fly is so great ; but in this case the watcher 
or bailiff is sometimes easily mollified by coin. Guns make noises, and awkward 
questions might be put to keepers as to the firers thereof. Happy is that man whose 

innate” love of sport can be gratified without let or control— MuzzLE-LOADER, 








THE LATE FRANCIS FRANCIS. 
(From a Phctograph of the Bust presented by Mr. Francis Francis, Jun., to the Fly-Fishers’ C_ub.) 
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The amount received being snfficient to defray the expenses of 
erecting a suitable Memorial Tablet to the late Francis Francis in 
Winchester Cathedral, further subscriptions will not be required. 

F. M. HALFORD (Hon. Treasurer). 
R. B. MARSTON (Hon. Secretary). 
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“ FAMILIAR WILD BIRDS.” * 


MEssRS. CASSELL AND CO. have just issued the third volume of this 
beautiful series. Mr. Thorburn’s admirable drawings of the 36 birds 
are most exquisitely reproduced in chromo-lithography, So true to 
nature are they that a careful study of them in connection with Mr. 
Swaysland’s instructive text will enable any student to name the 
living birds on his first sight of them. 4 

Many of us know the skylark full well by its aérial song ; but how many 
who are not ornithologists would be able to distinguish which is which of the 
skylark, the woodlark, and the meadow pipit or titlark? These have all the 
same general characteristics and appearance, and they sing whilst rising into the 
skys though the titlark sings also on branches of trees and in the neighbourhood 
of its nest. 





These three birds are so exquisitely drawn and so lifelike, that in 
future no one possessing this volume need be in doubt as to the identity of any one 
of them. The same may be said of every plate in the book. In addition to the 
coloured plates are a great number of very pretty little woodcuts. The volume 
contains 36 plates of birds and 4 of eggs. 

This is a work about the suitability of which for a Christmas present, or a 
prize book for boys or girls, no possible question can arise. It is altogether 
delightful, enticing, entertaining, and useful. 





* “Familiar Wild Birds,’ By W., SWAYSLAND, Third Series, with Coloured Plates. 
Cassell and Co., Limited, 
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“STAKE” OR “KETTLE” NET, USED IN TAKING SALMON, 


(The Angler's Curse.) 


“BRITISH AND IRISH SALMONID.”* 


THERE are, as Dr. Day points out in his preface to this admirable 
work, “many publications upon the subject of British Salmonide ig 
but we can assure him that he is the only man who would be the 
least likely to think it “ presumptuous to add to their number,” when 
the addition takes the form of a volume from his pen, seeing that he 
is the best authority on the subject. 

The majority of ichthyologists seem to delight—especially when 
dealing with the Salmonide—in dividing them into as many 
Species as possible, often converting abnormal conditions of one 
and the same species into distinct kinds, thereby creating a babel 
of fish names—a veritable ichthyological maze in which the ordi- 
nary seeker for information is utterly bewildered, This, however, 
is but one of the evils ; a more important one is pointed out by Dr. 
Day as resulting from this “confusion of forms ”—viz., that fish- 





Teeth on Vomer of Grilse 311b, weight. Teeth on Vomer of a Parr 7in, long. 


culturists “who have accepted the statements made have been con- 
stantly attempting to introduce new species into their waters in 
order to improve the native race. For the geologists who have been 
most active in raising local varieties to specific rank have been com- 
pelled to admit that they all very commonly interbreed ; but that 
the young revert to one of the original parents. Externel form or 
colour, or internal organisation (as the number of cxeal appendages), 
have been adduced as reasons for considering certain trout as distinct 
species. In the following pages, however, I have brought forward 


instances which, I believe, show that all these appearances are con- 


sequent upon local surroundings, and how such may be modified 
at will by changing the abode of the fish.” 

Having for many years expressed a similar opinion on this ques- 
tion, it is gratifying to find it confirmed by such an authority as our 





author, after a long series of the most careful experiments, carried | 


out by means of the perfectly exceptional facilities afforded him by 
Sir James Gibson Maitland, “without whose assistance this work 
would never have seen the light.” Sir James placed his unrivalled 
Howietoun fish-farm at Dr. Day’s disposal, and instituted many and 
costly experiments to aid him in his researches, But important ag 
these Howietoun experiments unquestionably are, they form but a 
minor part of this work, which is, in fact, an admirably clear expo- 
sition of all that is known of the Salmonide of Great Britain and 
Ireland ; how wide a subject it is, this work of nearly three hundred 
large, closely-printed pages is ample evidence. The division of the 
work into chapters, and the addition of a full contents table would 
have enhanced its value as a work of reference, though a very full 
index, to some extent, makes up for this deficiency. 

We hope in future numbers of the GAZETTE to refer to some of 
the many deeply interesting questions so clearly, carefully, and 
modestly treated of by Dr. Day in the volume before us. He never 
elbows his views into notice—indeed, we think many of his readers 


*“ British and Irish Salmonidx.” By FRANCIS Day, C.LE., F.LS,, and F.Z.S,, with 
twelve plates (ten in colours) and many text illustrations, London : Williams and 
Norgate, 14, Henrietta-street, Covent-garden,” 








OUTLINES OF TAIL FINS OF SALMON AT VARIOUS 

= AGES. 

1, Male Parr, 4:2 inches long ; 2. Parr, 5:2 inches long ; 3. Male 
Parr, 64 inches long; 4. Male Smolt, 7°83 inches long ; 
5. Grilse, 3¢1b.; 6. Grilse, 431b. 





will agree with us in wishing that he had oftener lent the weigit of 
his own opinion in deciding disputed points, as well as giving us the 
views of all other writers who may be entitled to consideration on 
the subject. On the other hand, this “open mind” and absence of 
dogmatism on the part of one so qualified to speak authoritatively 
should be a warning to those who, with few natural qualifications 
and less practical knowledge, are ready to decide off-hand problems 
relating to the Salmonide which must remain problems until our 
information on many points is less nebulous than it is now. 

We must confine ourselves at present to a simple recommendation 
of this work to all who take more than a mere sporting interest in 
the great salmon family—they will find it intensely interesting and 
instructive ; the illustrations in the text, of which, by the courtesy 
of the publishers we are able to give specimens, are excellent ; the 
coloured plates of twenty-seven fish by Messrs. Hanhart, are, on the 
whole, admirable, the least successful both for shape and colour- 
ing, being, in our opinion, that of the grayling. Of the majority of 
the others we may safely say better-coloured representations of the 
fish have never been published. 








NOEs: 


Or late the weather has been very severe over a large part of Scotland. Many 
of the rivers were completely ice-bound ; but as the thaw which set in a few 
days ago was not a rapid one, it is not likely that much harm has been done to 
the redds. The disease is working in some rivers; fish are reported to be 
plentiful in most, and ina few of the early watersin the Highlands the spawning 
1s now about all over. 
& & aR 2 2 
The excellent sport to be had on the Ugies, Aberdeenshire, may be brought 
under the notice of anglers who are looking forward to the April, May, and June 
trouting season. Ugie Cottege, Longside—the most centrical rendezyous for 
the 20 miles of river—is to be fitted up specially for anglers, and the proprietor, 
whois well and widely known as acrack rod, is just the man to carry out every 
detail to the thorough satisfaction of those patronising the establishment. He 
will be glad to furnish particulars and give a reliable account of the nature of 
the sport to be had. 
* 


* * a * 


Mr. William Munro, hotel-keeper, Altnaharra, by Lairg, N.B., has the spring 
salmon angling on Loch Naver to let. Some time ago Mr. Murdoch gave a 
description of the Naver, which issues from the loch referred to, and is the 
second best very early river in the far North. February, March, and April are 
the pick of the months for angling the loch, and often the sport is remarkably 
good. Altnaharra is a favourite place of Mr. Wm. Black. He has fished 
the loch with great success, and in his novel, “ White Heather,” ho gives a most 
charming description of the angling, the scenery, and the “ ways of the High- 
landers.” . 

* * * * ¥* 

Mr. David MacBrayne, of Highland steamer fame, has rented Calag House, 
the Duke of Sutherland’s West Country mansion, and the hotel of Loch Inver 
close by. He is to work both, and we feel assured great satisfaction will be 
given. The “Culag” has before now been an hotel. It isa splendidly got-up 
house, and the situation could scarcely be surpassed. 

& = = e S 

Messrs. Gaynor and Son, fishing-tackle makers, Bridge-street, Richmond-on- 
Thames, write to us as follows :—‘Dear Sir, we now send you some more 
Jardine adjustable snaps on stained gimp ; these are exactly like those we exhi- 
bited in the Great International Fisheries Exhibition of 1883, and sent you 
samples of at that time.” Those sent to us were on twisted gut, and the hooks 
covered with red sealing-wax ; otherwise, now that Messrs. G. and Co. remind us, 
they certainly were in principle the same as those sent now, which are A 1—all 
but the dorsal hook, which is not, to our thinking, quite large enough to geta 
good hold in a bait. 

ae o 9 a3 a o 

We are glad to see that the Lake District Fishery Board have appointed a 
committee to confer with the Board of Trade, with a view to make the netting 
for trout commence a month later than at present. . ? 

* * 


In a recent list of piscatorial patents sent us, one for anglers’ spinning tackle 
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applied for was by Mr. Howard Livesey, of Lancaster, and not “ H. Liversey, of 
London,” as given in the list sent us. 
* * * * * 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of 15s. from the Rodney Piscatorial Society 
for the Ghurney Testimonial Fund, and 20s. from the Golden Barbel Angling 
Society. 

* * ae * 3 

A correspondent who has carefully studied the different methods of roach- 
fishing writes as follows on the “ piece of match” discussion :—‘‘ I think the Rev. 
Mr. Cafferata has altogether misunderstood the meaning of the writer of the 
article ‘Angling for Bream,’ so far as it relates to fastening a small fragment 
of match on to the line. I have known of this dodge for some years, and it 
was particularly recommended to me by the author of ‘The Book of the Roach,’ 
a work which is not likely to be out of date for a good many yearsto come. I 
used it with great advantage only yesterday. ‘here seems to be some little 
confusion between the terms tight-corking and tight-lining. Tight-corking I 
take to be fishing with or without running tackle, the float being held in one 
spot, and the shot allowed to rest on the bottom ; tight-lining, fishing with 
ordinary float tackle, but without running tackle. Most sea, and many Thames, 
fishermen fish with a tight line—i.., a line fastened to the end of the rod, 
because such an arrangement enables them to strike sharper than if they had a 
line running down to a reel, and which, between the rings, must from its own 
weight, or from the force of the wind, hang more or less in bags. The 
importance of striking quickly when roach-fishing (can hardly be over-estimated. 
The tight line, however, has this advantage—if a big fish is hooked, there being 
no running tackle, it breaks away. This brings me up to the match. 

* * * * * 


“Some deceased angler—to whom all honour is due—perceiving that a tackle 
was required which would combine the advantage of fishing without running 
tackle and the advantage of fishing with it, invented the dodge to which the 
writer of the article,‘ Angling for Bream,’ called attention last week. The one 
thing needful was, of course, to prevent the line between the rings falling slack 
from it3 own weight ; and the way he effected this was by fastening a fragment 
of wood, just so large that it would not slip through the top ring, a few feet 
above the float. He then reeled in his line until the wood caught against the 
top ring, and kept it there whilst fishing. The line at the time of the strike 
was, therefore, perfectly taut from the top of the rod to the reel, and to all 
intents and purposes the strike was as quick asif no running tackle was used. At 
the same time, if running tackle was required, there it was ready when wanted. 
T have often followed this plan, and have never known the piece of wood to 
catch in the weeds. As often as not I use a piece of withy twig, because it is at 
hand, In very deep rivers the piece of wood cannot be used, because in land- 
ing a fish it is necessary to wind in the line until the float touches the top of the 
rod. I feel quite sure Mr. Cafferata did not understand the article above referred 
to, or he would never have so adversely and satirically criticised such an admirable 
arrangement.” 

% * * * * 

Surely it is a mistake to attempt to lay down any rules as to which hand 
should hold the rod at various times, and which the net. The circumstances 
attending the playing of different fish vary. Some men are as handy with the 
left hand as the right, without being what is termed left-handed, and, in any 
case, the hand which is nearest the landing-net is the proper one to take it up 
with. If the fish is kicking about in the water to the left of the angler, it will 
probably be found most convenient to use the net with the left hand, and if the 
fish is on theright, with the right hand. 

* * * * * 

We much regret to hear, as will many of our readers, that Mr. W. H. Aldam, 
whose portrait we give this week, is ill. 

Anglers who like good Irish whisky should try that made by the Bush- 
mills Old Distillery Company, Limited, Hill-street, Belfast. They sent us 
some for notice, and we can safely say it is unquestionably the finest Irish 
whisky we have ever tasted, and we are not surprised that Mr. Edmund Yates, 
Editor of the World, should have had his attention drawn to it by his old friend, 
the late Captain Mayne Reid. If any readers of these lines feel they deserve 
it, we can advise them to make themselves a present of a dozen of Bushmills, as 
rich, mature, and mellow a whisky as is made. They should read what Mr. 
Yates says about it in our advertisement columns this week. 

& % % t 3 

Tn our advertisement columns will be found an illustration and particulars of 
a little machine which at first sight looks like a lawn-mower. It is the “ Star 
Safety Razor ”—of course, an American invention. By its means the most 
nervous shaver might shave himself comfortably on the top of jan earthquake. 
It answers admirably, and we can fully endorse the strong recommendation of 
it given by Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes in his recent work, “ One Hundred Days 
in Europe.” 








NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 
(SPectALLy compiled for the Fisuina Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 
Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 
A. R. Roosen, of London, for “ An Improvement in, or Relating to, the 
Preservation of Fish and other Substances, and a Novel Preparation of 
Antiseptic Material for use therefor, or for other purposes.” 





TRAIN THE Lert HAND,—Why not train both hands alike? That the left hand 
may be educated to an efficiency equal to that of the right has been repeatedly 
proven. Whoever has listened to the charming music of Ole Bull will remember 
with what wonderful skill he manipulated the strings of his instrument with thumb 
and fingers of his left hand. Our most celebrated musicians, by long years of study 
and practice, are enabled to use the left hand with equal ease and proficiency as the 
right. In fact, many of the most difficult parts in instrumental music are per- 
formed with the left hand. Certainly nothing would be lost by anyone who was 
able to use the left hand for many things which are now done by the right. Then, 
in case of any casualty which should deprive one of the use of his right hand, it 
would not necessitate the tedious and often unsuccessful effort of educating the left 
hand to perform the ordinary work of life. The education of the left hand with the 
right should be commenced early in life, and is worthy of the consideration of those 
having the training of youth in their care. Deal Mercury. 

PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—What is more comforting in cold and damp weather than “ Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficial to the weak and aged than this.wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men? What do sportsmen and travellers find more sustaining than a 
flask of this unrivalled liqueur and for whoma stronger quality (“‘Sportsman’s”’) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations. Observe our branded corks and capsules. Sold by Wine Merchants, and by Thomas 


Grant and Sons, Maidstone, and 46, Gresham-street, H.C, Makers of the delicious Morella Marmalade. 
Sold by Grocers. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Young BrGrnner. (At the Bazaar office, Strand, London ; “ Angling in Salt 
Water,” price 1s. ; Wilcock’s “Sea Fisherman,” price 12s. 6d., is published by 
Longmans ; “Otter’s Modern Angler,” published by Alfred and Son, 20, Moor- 
gate-street, London, is a good, cheap, general book.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field or argument 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, E, PRirt, 














( We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


SHEFFIELD ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION AND THE ROD TAX. 


Str,—I notice the letter ve above, extracted from the Sheffield Daily Telegraph. 
I did not again write to that paper on the subject, as the heads of the association 
were then in communication with Mr. Berrington, and I wished to see the turn 
things would take. In the issues of 29th October and November 5th of your con- 
temporary, Fishing, I wrote two articles on the subject, giving the reasons which 
had induced the Sheffield anglers to oppose the tax. 

The existence of the association depended upon the action of the committee in 
the matter. Looking to this, they naturally studied what would best serve the 
interests of the club as a whole, and not what as, perhaps, would benefit the bond-fide 
angling members, I commended them for their wordly wisdom, but deeply regretted 
that the cause of their opposition to the rod license should exist. This regret T still 
share, so did Mr. Berrington on hearing the fiat of the executive that the idea of , 
the tax would not be entertained. 

The copy of Mr. Berrington’s report on the Lower Trent grievances was forwarded 
to me from the Board of Trade last week. Init I see he says, “The Board of Trade 
will have observed with regret that, at the very time when anglers have been hoping 
for restrictive by-laws in their interest, some of them have objected strongly to the 
imposition of a license duty upon themselves.” 

To me this sentence is very significant. It simply means “ No pay, no protection.” 
The Sheffield Association will still live to see the folly of its action, If it will not 
join in the movement, it will be left out, to its cost.—I am, &c., 

Battle, Sussex. HENRY CAFFERATA, 


FISHING IN NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA, 

Srr,—I am about to make a tour in ‘New Zealand and Australia, I should be 
much obliged to any of your readers if they could give me any hints as to the fishing 
in those colonies, and as to what tackle I should require.—I am, Xc., 

Wisbech. c, §. 8. 








MALFORMATION IN ROACH. 

Sir,—I forward for your inspection a roach which was caught in Grand Junction 
Canal near Watford last Monday. I presume the malformation of the mouth has 
been caused by an accident.—I am, Xc., 

Dee, 9. Wate els 

[The nose of this roach has a “ bashed-in” appearance, while the lower lip pro- 
trudes, We have several times caught trout and other fish malformed in this way, 
but it is not of very frequent occurrence.—ED, | 





THE DEVONSHIRE “BLUE UPRIGHT.” 
Srr,—Referring to “ R. A.’s” description of the Devonshire Blue Upright in your 
last issue, would he cr some ather correspondent kindly describe the exact part of 
the peacock herl quill used for the body, and which is half white and half black in 
longitudinal stripes, giving the body a distinct ringed appearance ? The ordinary 
herl, when stripped, is black only.—I am, Xc., 
Clifton. A, 


LANDING FISH. 

Srr,—I have fished in all the styles in the Trent all my life, and have always 
landed or picked up my fish with the left hand, and have found it more convenient 
than using the right hand.—I am, Xc., A NOTTINGHAMSHIRE MAN. 

Dec, 13. 

[It is merely a matter of personal convenience, We sometimes use the right 
hand, sometimes the left, for holding the landing-net.—Eb. | 








AN ENCORE FOR MR. FORTESCUE., 

Sir,—As a constant angler, and also reader of the FISHING GAZETTE, I was 
sorry to see Mr. Fortescue “ wind up” his interesting article of his experience with 
perch by the word “adieu.” Let us hope he means “adieu” only till next time— 
which will be soon—and that he will continue to give us many more like interesting. 
experiences with other English fresh-water fish, with the fly, spinning, &c,— 
Tam, &ce., J. R, EAGLES, 

London, 8.W. 


THAMES EELS AND THAMES ANGLERS. 

Sir,—The Honourable Board of Thames Conservators have decided to prohibit the 
use of eel-nets at mill-tails, and as these form almost the only means of capturing 
eels, it will be most difficult—almost an impossibility—to obtain a supply for 
table ; while from their well-known destructive nature to other fish the probable 
increase in their numbers will bring about a proportionate injury to general 
angling, particularly trout-stocking. It may be noted that no other fish worth 
mentioning are caught in the mill-tail nets, 

We propose asking our fellow up-river angling associations to join with us in 
requesting that the usual means of capturing eels may be continued,—I am, &c., 

CuAs, M, Foorrrt, Hon, Sec. Marlow Thames Angling Association. 








GOOD SPORT AMONG THE ROACH AT BURES, ESSEX. 

Srr,—Perhaps it may interest many of your readers to hear of some good takes of 
roach from the river Stour at Bures, Essex. 

On Thursday, the 8th inst., fishing for four hours, I took 14lb, On Friday, the 
9th, three residents of Bures and myself had respectively 25lb., 2031b., 1931b., and 
18lb. On Saturday, 10th, two residents and myself, 201b., 19lb., 201b. On Monday 
I fished for about three hours, and took 11lb, Total weight, 167lb. Not twenty 
fish were under 41b, ; most of them weighed from {1b. to 1lb, We fished within a 
few feet of each other the whole time, and the baits used were worms and gentles, 
—I am, Xe, H, G, NAsH, 





A LARGE LAMPERN, 

S1r,—Since your last issue we have had a fresh of about 3ft. of water on the 
Severn, which has, of course, caused a run of lamperns, and among a lot brought to 
this city from Tewkesbury yesterday were three fish of identical size, and on mea- 
suring one it was found to be 16in, in length, and weighed 33oz. Is not this a very 
extraordinary size? As far as my own knowledge goes, they hardly ever run beyond 
half that size, and the captor—an old fisherman—says he has never taken any so large 
before.—I am, &c., An AMATEUR ANGLER, 

Worcester, Dec, 13. 

[ Professor Seeley, in his “‘ Freshwater Fishes of Europe,” says the lampern “ com- 
monly reaches a length of twelve or fifteen inches in England ; it is sometimes a 
few inches longer in Continental countries.”—ED. | 





| Remainder of CORRESPONDENCE appears at end of paper.) 
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AN ENTIRELY NEW EDITION. 


THE 


- COMPLEAT ANGLER 


-IZAAK WALTON & GHARLES COTTON. 
Being the ONE HUNDREDTH EDITION of this ever Popular Work 


In Preparation, to be Published in the Spring, 


The Lea and Dove Edition of the Compleat Angler, 


THERE WILL BE 











OVER FIFTY EXTREMELY 









































FINE 
PHOTOGRAVURE 
ILLUSTRATIONS & PORTRAITS 














or 


WALTON and COTTON, 





* © There 
limited 


will be a 


EDITION DE LUXE 


in Royal 4to., 2 vols., 


for the United Kingdom 
and America, 


but the price cannot yet 
_ be fixed, 









BROXBOURNE MILL. 























No expense will be 
spared in the get-up of 
this the 100th dition 
of Walten, 


The size will be Demy 
dto, 2 vols, and the 
paper, type, printing, 
and binding of the 
highest quality, 





OKEOVER BRIDGE. 


Edited by R. B. MARSTON, 


Editor of the FisHine Gazerre ; Hon, Treasurer of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, &e. 


With about Fifty entirely new full-page Photogravures (printed from Copper 

Plates) of the most charming scenes on the Rivers Lea, Dove, &c., specially taken 

> for this work; those on the Lea by P. H. Emrrson, B.A., M.B., and those on the 
Dove and Wye by Gro, BANKART, The Text will be interspersed with a large 


number of Wood Engravings from drawings specially done for this Edition by 
F, Caress, 





London : SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, E.C. 





a ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


| FISHING TACKLE 


a (BEST. QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, E.C, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


Birdsgrove Fishing Club) ANGLING & SHOOTING, 





ASHBOURNE, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





There are Four Vacancies for Members 
on this Water (Trout and Grayling only) 
for the coming season, Number of mem- 
bers limited to 80.—For full particulars 
apply, Mr. G. M. Bonn, Alrewas House, 
Ashbourne. 


Sutherlandshire, 








Mr.GEO, MORRISON, Bridge of Dee, Aberdeen, 
is open to Report on Fishings on the following 
Rivers—viz., Dee, Don, Spey, Deveron, Ness, Avon 
North Esk, Thurso, and Loch More. 


G. M., before reporting on any fishing, will 
personally visit and inspect it, and this will enable 
him toinvest his report with that summary of 
detail which is so essential to the guidance of 
sporting gentlemen, and which the practical 
experience of thirty years on the rivers named 
will enable to supply. 


6 G. M. wili also HaDCR Ay oe the wes a the 

Jounties of Aberd ff, Ki ine. ~ 
} FIRST-CLASS SALMON FISHING) nec ach Aberdeen, Bant, Kincardine, Inver 
| On Loch Naver, beginning on 13th] Gentlemen requiring a Report of Fishing would 


January, 1888, For particulars and 
conditions apply to W, MUNRO, Altna- 
harra, Lairg, N,B, 


do well to communicate as early as possible, 


SWITCHING AND SINGLE AND DOUBLE 
SPEY CASTING TAUGHT. 
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“The tone of ‘ Harper’s Young People’ rs admirable.” 
—MorNING Post, 





NOW READY, complete in itself, the New Volume of 


Harper's Young Peopie 


With Hundreds of New Stories, Hundreds of New 
Illustrations, and Twelve Coloured Plates, 


WITH THE 


WATERBURY WATCH FOR 13s. 6, 


The “ Waterbury’ Watch is a Keyless Nickel Silver Watch, going for 28 hours, and is guaranteed 
by the Manufacturers, who make them at the rate of over 1,000 a day. ‘The Watch is easily regulated, 
and keeps perfect time, The Volume can also be had with the New (Registered) 


“YOUNG PEOPLE” WATCH (in case) for 17/- 


This New It has a 
“ YOUNG PEOPLE “ Second Hand, 
WATCH is 
winds up in a few Enamel Faced, 
turns. and is 
Hands are set guaranteed 
without opening a 


the Watch. Good Timekeeper. 





London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street. 
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Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
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TOMATIC 
WUcKtEZ + Ae vamale eg Us beh make foun every paral 


SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY. 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 
8, SHOREDITCH, E, 


Slightly Soiled Coats can frequently be had at low prices, 





“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CASTING. 





Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinees, In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine’ unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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THE NEW “ACME LINES 


nepstieitonan ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


ap Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 
deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months wear. 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 


























Authorities. 
EEE en 
Without above Mark SAMPLES AND PAM Eigse | FREE BY POST. 
eo ee onan ae Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends PASE ioe urehifeing- plas and thay looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 


fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” , 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— : 
“ I have used the ImpRovED ‘ACME’ Line last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept, 29, 1886, 


Mr. Cholmondcley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s, 3d, and 1s, 6d, per score yards, 
> ¥ SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS, 


ESS 
D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


‘cooper cooper # co.| HOWIETOUN FISHERY, 


SELL the FINEST '['Ki A the World Produces STIRLING, N.B. 


AT 3s. A POUND. 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and SEND FOR PRICE LIST OF 


Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. : ; 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. Ova, Fr Y; Yearling ’ and Two- Year- Old Fario 


CHIEF OFFIGE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDSE. Levenensis and Fontinalis, to 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 


63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, EC. ; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIRCUS, W.; 21, WESTBOURNE Ab. BR. G j J Y , Secretary, 
GROVE, W.; 334, HIGH HOLBORN, W.0., LONDON. 


20 & 21, EAST STREET, BRIGHTON. HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, N.B, 


ANDERSONS WATERPROOFS. 


¢4 ley ( THE ARMY RESULATION Improved Riding & Hunt- LIVERY SERVANTS’ WATER- 
‘ i Wat t ; iF 
anley Wal. WATERPROOF ing Waterpro See Seem ou 7 


VENTILATED UNDER Complete with LEGGINGS AND VALISE. 
: Ny % \ s% 
el = BR R Ae: 
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THE MOST USEFUL, HEALTHY, AND DURABLE 
WATERPROOF GARMENT 


For all-round Parposes, 





= ‘ rk ‘Me L 
DRIVING CAPE WITH TALMA SLERVLES. 
These Capes are cut very full in the skirt, so as to fall 
over the knee apron io front and back rail behind. 








Ta 





PRICE & Made 33, 35, and 87in. long. Prices for Good Q tality Drab Rubber. eg tts 
Wealso make a Coat with the MS fF ORSR EL LAB rices Complete for Stock Sizes. 40 2 44 46 inches long. 
Cspe Detachable. Ventilated = LE QUALITY. Made of Double Texture Gossamer.. 503. 0d. To fit 5ft.5in, 5ft.7in., 5ft 9in., 5ft. 1lin. men. 
under arms. 48, 59, 52, 54, 56in. long. Made of Saper Tweed to Check Lining 65s. (d. fs 81/6 33/- Ga oe 

* ; Separately. KOOTMEN'S AND GROOMS’ ATS. 

Very Large and Choice Seleco- EM RE ese COATS ac; bets 35s. and 47s. 6d. 48 50 OBS 54 56in. long. 
tion. Patterns and Prices on ft. 5in., 5ft.7in,, 5ft.9in,  5ft.1llin. 6ft. lin. THIGH KNEE LWGGINGS, lz. 6d. & 17e. 6d, To fit 5ft. Sin, 5ft.7in. Sft. 9in, Sft. 1lin, 6ft. lin, men, 
application. 44s, 6d. 463, 478. 6d. 9s. 50s. 6d. SADDLE VALISES ......-c00 43, to 78. 25/- 26/6 28/- 29/6 31/- 

WHEN ORDERING, STATE HEIGHT AND SIZE ROUND CHEST. 5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT FOR CASH. 
nn a A A A RS SE A A I wa 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 37, quety victoria ‘street, LONdoN, €.c, 


Works: BOW ROAD, E. And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 
FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


THE SUN NOTTINGHAM WINCH, NEW COLLAPSING LINE DRIER. 
With ADJUSTABLE CHECK, Regd. No. 79,016. 





CLOSED, 


These Winches are made with a metal rim 
on the inside of back plate, ard also metal 
inner revolving plate, which prevents all 


A machine for effectually drying lines when wet 
Made so re the air passes freely through to every 
aig bt | M portion of the line, and so dries and preserves it. 
possibility of warping cr sticking, without Each winder is fitted with a ecrew clamp, so that 
adding any perceptible weight. it may be screwed to any table. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge ( given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ” Putney, 
45 é a oe 
50 An AINES, 

Add 55 9 Kew, 
75 y Richmond, 
80 Pr Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 
For Times or HigH WATER at LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, December 17 : Hen 3.18 F wes 3.41 
Sunday, y 18 aes aoe 4,2 a ate 4,25 
Monday, 5 19 wee awe 4,46 see sce 5.7 

Tuesday, “ 20 rr aes 5.28 Ac Hee 5.49 
Wednesday, 5 21 des ee 6.13 aoe aoe 6.37 
Thursday, % 22 eee coe 7.1 eee uae 7.26 
Friday, 3 23 roc Ar) 7.53 Ay ive 8.24 


GS Liver Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card tothe 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 1 3, Letter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


; GENERAL REMARKS, 

In another week we shall be on the eve of Christmas, and if the anglers on the 
river are as scarce as they have been this week, it affords the prospect of a very sorry 
time for the professional fishermen, As far as the appearance of the water is con- 
cerned it is in good condition for angling ; but whether it is the temperature that 
is against the feeding of the fish, they do not appear to be on the feed, and the 
anglers get discouraged, and fancy there are no fish in the river. 

ANGLING RESULTS, 

RicHMoND,—Christopher Brown, in two days, 18lb. weight of roach and dace : 
and Job Brain, in the same time, 20lb. 

TWICKENHAM.—John Coxen, jun., in two and a half days, 201b. of roach and dace, 
George Coxen, in two days and two half-days, 18lb. J. Dobbin, in one and a half 
days, 18lb. J. Dunn, in one day, four and a half dozen. H. Spiers, in three days, 
20lb, John Spong, in three days, 401b. F, Wiggins, in half a day, with Mr. Metcalf, 
two dozen of roach and a bream of 241b. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in one day, five dozen of roach and dace, W. 
McBride, in three days, five bream and three roach, the latter weighing 3lb. 20z. B. 
Stevens, in one day, three jack ; and another day, five bream, One of the bank 
anglers got a roach of 1}lb, The water have been on*the rise, and has become dis- 
coloured, Very few bank anglers were out on the 11th inst., on account of the 
weather. There has been a great scarcity of anglers in punts. 

HAMPTON CouRT,—William Milbourne writes :—“ J. Whale, of East Molesey, has 
taken two jack, the largest 34lb,; another day, five dozen of dace, John Smith, in 
two days, four jack, the largest 5lb. There has been some capital shows of roach 
made at Tagg’s Island fishery by the bank anglers, The water is in good condition, 
but customers are very scarce. 

Sunpury.—Mr. Morgan, fishing with Herbert for two days, caught nine chub ; 
and a gentleman in a private boat a jack of 2lb, 

Starnes.—John Keene, jun., in two and a half days, three dozen of roach, three 
jack, and eight chub, 
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UPPER THAMES. 


The river still keeps rising in consequence of the continuous downpour, but the 
excellent ground tackle and management at the new and repaired weirs seems to 
keep pace with the influx. A few years ago, when the old weirs simply acted as 
dams on the river, with such a downpour we should have had a big flood. Thanks, 
so far, to the Thames Conservancy ; but I shall have a bone to pick with them if, as 
I understand, they are going to prohibit the catching of eels in the mill runs—but 
more of this anon in a future note. The river is yet in splendid trim for roach, 
perch, and chub; but jack seem to have got scales on their eyes. From every likely 
water I glean that big takes of roach have been had, the fish being in splendid trim 
and approaching the sogdollager calibre, Weather unsettled, with keen wind from 
nor’-west.—MARLOW Buzz, Dec. 15. 

m ; Thames (Datchet). ' 

The water isin beautiful order for roach, and they are feeding very well, have 
been out and tried them, and got three dozen of very nice roach with the tail-end of 
the lob. Water in beautiful order for worm. Hope to see some patrons down 
during the Christmas holidays,—JAMES HoARn, 


Thames (Goring). 

The water has been in good order for jack during this last week ; but no one 
seems to come, I have been out fora day and a half witha gentleman, and took 
five jack, three largest jack going about 16lb. Thursday.—Water coming down a 
little thick ; but in good order for roach-fishing.— JOHN Rusu. 


Thames (Sonning). 

The rain we have had the last few days has caused the river to rise a little, and 
made more stream. Several persons have been fishing on the banks, Neal, out 
with some gentlemen, I hear, got five jack, largest 5lb. I weighed one on the 11th 
over 91b., which was caught at Plumtree Corner, where there have been some very 
good fish taken beforenow, A gentleman stopping here had a run. He tried the 
next day, and got a chub over 4lb. He was fishing yesterday, but gave up all hopes 
of getting a fish on account of the water being so thick. He hooked a nice fish, 
but had only a gut paternoster. It made for some bushes ; he was obliged to hold 
on, and the consequence was he lost the whole bag of tricks. He says it was over 
10lb. ; he saw it quite plainly, and had it on some time. I have tried to get some 
roach, but cannot, though I hear of some being taken. The perch don’t seem on the 


feed at all_—W. H., 
Thames (Windsor). Bet 

Anglers are very fortunate in having such mild weather this winter, as at the 
same time last season skating was the sport, and the river something like four feet 
higher than it is at present. Several jack, chub, and roach have been had during 
the past week ; but beyond a few good chub taken with cheese, the fish were small, 
At the time of writing the river is rising, and has a deal of colour and floating 
débris, which is due to the heavy showers of the past few days. If snow keeps off, 
the heavier roach, perch, and chub will be taken with that excellent bait for a thick 
water, the tail end of a well scoured “maiden” lob worm, A good specimen of 
that very rare fish in these waters, the bream,was picked up in a dying condition near 
the Great Western Railway Bridge, which I weighed, and found to be 2lb, 6oz,— 
B. R. B. 








Ancholme (Caistor). % : 
Nothing further has been done in the way of placing additional fish in the river 
this week, though a consignment of carp and tench is daily expected. The tempera- 
ture of the water is now very low, and the prospect of sport is anything but promis- 
ing, except for pike. The waters are in nice colour for trolling, but the weather is 
just now made up of intermittent frost and fog—THomas Forp. 


Berwick-on-Tweed. : 

The Tweed Commissioners’ bailiffs have been at it again, and on Dec. 8 seized 
twenty-one nets belonging to the coast fishermen. Owing to a lull in the atmo- 
spheric condition this seizure took place unknown to the fishers ; had it been other- 
wise, there would have been another sea-fight. The fishermen have now hada good 
innings at the poaching, and have got off pretty well, on the whole, considering the 
extensive operations carried on off Berwick ; besides, the fish are not now so good 
conditioned, as well as a poorer market, so that they can afford to desist from further 
risks for the season. As it is, we are never sure that a serious fight may not take 
place at any hour of the day or night. The Whitadder case of the alleged use of an 
illegal rake-hook has not yet come off, though it is expected to be tried to-morrow.— 


J. J. HILLs, 
} Chichester. 

Rain has fallen almost without intermission the whole week, the streams and 
rivers therefore appearing like duck puddles, and perfectly useless for angling pur- 
poses. At Chichester, with the water in fair condition, fish are not feeding, and the 
week’s record must be given as blank. Southern anglers will be grieved to hear 
of the untimely end of Capt. G. R. Wykeham Archer, the lessee of the Lee Farm 
Fisheries, Pulborough, who, in travelling from Horsham to Guildford, shot himself 
in the railway carriage. The deceased gentleman was President of the Chichester 
Angling Society, an enthusiastic angler, and a generous host, sparing no pains to 
find his friends sport and render a day’s outing enjoyable. Rain has fallen heavily 
during the past 24 hours, There is at present no sign of a change.—GEorcE F, 


SALTER, 
Derwent (Matlock). 

During the past week or two we have had very unfavourable weather for angling ; 
and in consequence of the snowfall at the beginning of this week the river is bank- 
full. There were several fishermen out at the end of last week, but nothing of 
importance was done, although a few brace of grayling and roach were taken at 
Cromford by the aid of the worm, Should the water run down a little, there should 
be good sport next week for anyone that cares for this style of fishing.— 
DOTTEREL, 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

We have now a coloured water on, and the spawning fish are getting up the 
brooklets and rills for perhaps the first time this season. Owing to the low state of 
the streams no fish have been obtainable by such pisculturists as have to depend 
upon running water for a supply ; of course, such as have stored ponds have met 
with no difficulty of this kind, Salmon, we hear froma Trent, Board inspector, have 
not been able to ascend the Trent to anything like the usual extent this fall thus 
far. Now that a rise in the river has become an accomplished fact, there will be 
an influx of fish beyond doubt. We hear of a Derby fisherman getting a couple of 
good days on some water in this district, in which he resides—where it is precisely we 
are not allowed to state. Amongst the pike, 80lb. was the yield on Thursday, a 
week back, and about 401b, on the day following, Friday. Mr. Gregory, of Siddals- 
road, was the successful angler, His favourite mode of jack-fishing is spinning with 
a dead dace. If there were anyone to fish, grayling would be got pretty readily 
now that we have a good water and colour on; but the trouble is 
there is not. In the dog-days fishermen outnumbered often the fish 
taken ; now we have the fish on the go, but there are no fishermen to “ go” for 
them. The frost has disappeared, and we have a warm south-western wind, with 
occasional showers. We have not heard of any salmon either having been caught, 
or even seen, in the Dove this season. The absence of a flush of water since early 
spring will doubtless account for this. We hear that over fifty salmon have fallen 
to the rod from the Trent this season ; these mostly from the length of Mr. Wood, 
of Nottingham. The spinning bait and worm are the only lures found successful 
on the Trent.—FostErR Bros., Ashbourne, 

: Idle (Notts). 

Angling seems very quiet on the main stream, chiefly owing to the bad weather, 
being changeable and unfavourable generally, Snow-water after thaw does not get 
into this stream very fast ; so, prohably, after the change of to-day (Thursda y) 
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something may be practicable. Reports of sport are very scarce, and several anglers 
of the district and friends find ponds more to their mind, Since last writing, I 
hear of some good work ina lake of this district. Major Wallis, of Nottingham, 
on the 8th inst., got among pike, as did his friend, Mr. C. H. Preston, and together 
they made one of the best bags of the season. Major Wallis caught eleyen fish, 
scaling together 878lb.; best fish being 16lb., 131b., 951b., 911b., and 831b. ; and Mr. 
Preston fifteen fish, weighing 6831b., his best fish being 7}1b., 71b., 53lb., 541b., and 
5lb, ; smallest fish over 3lb.—L., Dec. 15. 
Ilfracombe. 

week the fishing-boats have landed but small catches, 
they find it unsafe to venture out of the harbour, 
Mr, German on Saturday 
one weighing 26lb, and a 
smaller fish, Weather still 


THE FISHING 


Sea-fishing.—In the past 
the weather being so stormy that } 
Amateurs have had some good catches from the jetty. 
evening caught a cod weighing 15lb.. and on Tuesday, 
conger. Mr, Butler has caught several fine cod, besides 
unsettled. ComER, Dec, 15. : Oa 

Lake District. 

Thursday night.—The rivers and streams of the district are now bank full, as 
they have been for a week. The ruw of water gave the unspawned fish a chance to 
run, and this was taken advantage of, Spawning this year will be a quicker pro- 
cess than for many years back. A few late salmon and trout are still running, 
though the great majority are falling back with the favourable water. In some of 
the tributaries trout are still pretty numerous on the “redds,” as many as fifteen 
brace being visible at one time this week on a single shallow. I am glad to be 
able to record, from observation of a wide district, that there is now (the most 
critical period) no sign of disease whatever. Although the spawning-beds have not 
this year held so many fish as in some previous ones, there are still far more than 
could have been expected after the long and trying drought. The number of salmon 
in the deeper parts of the Leven and Duddon have been quite phenomenal ; and the 
number of char spawning in the Brathay, and the Troutbeck, and in Windermere, 
has been exceptionally numerous,—HPHEMER&#, 

Leicester, 

Fishing in this locality has been anything but brisk this week. There were a good 
few anglers out last Saturday, put since that day they have been conspicuous by 
their absence from the waterside. This is hardly a fact that will surprise anyone, 
owing to the extremely miserable weather of late. The most sincere regret is mani- 
fested not only by anglers, but by an extremely wide circle of friends in and around 
Leicester, at the rather sudden and comparatively early death of Inspector Langdale, 
late of the borough police force, Among local anglers he was a well-known figure, 
and was particularly fond of sport with the rod andline. He was in the force 35 
years, and had retired ona pension, and at the time of his death was 55 years of age. 
The funeral was a most imposing one, being headed by the police band, followed by 
a large number of men, the head constable, and members of the council. From the 
preserves of the Leicester Angling Society, the best items that came under notice 
was a 3lb. pike, taken by Mr. Cartwright from the waters near St. Mary’s Mills; Mr. 
C. Horton had a few fine dace, and Mr. J. Haddon secured a good pike from the north 
end. Just now the rivers are pank-full and very much coloured owing to the 


continuous rains,—ALERT. 
Lea (Tottenham). 

Mr. Pasmore, spinning the lower pool for jack on the 11th inst., captured one 
weighing 73lb. Anglers fishing the upper water with red worms as bait have been 
getting some very fine gudgeon and roach. Water, if anything, is improved by the 
late rains,—HACKLES RED. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
Both streams are very quiet, little or no fishing has been had, rain falling heavily 
nearly every day ; the anglers have not ventured out. The Pinsley is high and 
coloured ; no fishing in it the last few days.—GWYNNE. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The recent rains have greatly improved the condition of the water, also filled the 
river to an extent that I have not seen it so fora long time. Three days this week 
the water has been at a flush, which T think will greatly improve the sport among 
the jack; but the weather has been so bad very few have braved it. Mine bei. 
Thackray was out for a short time on the 14th, and caught three, largest 431b., 
which shows a little more prospect, and nothing could be more favourable than at 


present, Should the water bein the same condition, and weather good at Christmas 
holidays, it will be a good chance for all lovers of the sport. Prospects good,— 
H. Rout. 


Reservoir (Elstree). y 
Water in good condition for jack-fishing, On the 10th, Mr. Cooper, five jack, the 
heaviest fish weighing 6lb, On the 11th, Mr, Ward, one jack ; Mr. Burle, two jack ; 
Mr. Boxall, one jack. On the 13th, Mr. Cooper, three jack ; and if the water does 
keep fine, tnere will be good sport among the jack._—G. CHESHER. | 
\ 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The heavy rains which have fallen in the district of late have considerably risen 
the river and brooks, and in consequence of the discoloured state of the water pike 
fishing has been out of the question. The only fish taken to my knowledge was a 
very heavy pike, captured before the rise of the river in “ Beck’s Field” by Mr. 
Tench with the live bait.—PISCATOR. 

Severn (Gloucester). baat 

Only indifferent sport has been obtained in this district of late ; what with bitter 
cold winds and rain, very few anglers have ventured out, On Saturday last I saw 
a very nice show of roach and dace, taken from the river at that noted and pic- 
turesque spot, Wainboast’s Hill. Tides are now on, and a very considerable volume 
of water coming down river, rendering it very thick ; it should, however, be in 
capital condition about Saturday. During the past three months the local club 
members have principally been paying attention to netting a large number of small 
-pools in the neighbourhood of Ashleworth ; all the fish taken have been put into 
Herbert's Pool. The clubs’ private fishing waters will be fished on club rules as 
follows :—1, No member to use more than one rod; 2, no fishing between March 15 
and June 15, both days inclusive ; 3, pike not to be taken between Feb, 1 and Sept. 
30, both days inclusive ; 4, all fish to be returned to the water under the following 
measurement: Roach, Yin. ; dace, Tin. ; chub, 10in, ; perch, 8in. ; bream, Yin. ; tench, 
12in, ; carp, 12in. ; pike, 20in, SINGLE HAtR, Dee. 14. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme and allits tributaries are running high and coloured since the heavy 
falls of rain which have been had during this week, There have only been a few 
anglers out, and some nice grayling have been landed. An old fisherman was out 
at the beginning of the week and landed some very good grayling with the maggot 
—one weighed 141b., and another 3lb,—and were offered at a fishmonger’s for sale 
at 1s. per lb ; a few roach were also taken. ‘The fishing in the Ony, Clun, and Corve 
is dull.—S, LUDLOW. 


ES —— et 


ews Teme (Tenbury). . : : 
Fishing in this part since the rain has been very quiet ; the water has risen and is 
muddy, and no anglers have been out since Monday. A few ‘grayling were caught 
on Monday, but they were small ones, the maggot being the bait used, The Reaand 
Kyre are coloured. No fishing done in them,— WORCESTER. 

‘Trent (Gainsborough and District). 

The weather has been too severe for portom-fishing—and, indeed, this branch of 
angling has been quite neglected. Pike-fishing has been followed with tolerable 
success, and I hear of some fair takes from the Haxey Drains with live-bait. The 
increased growth of aquatic plants renders spinning an impossibility, or the Canadian 
bait would, I think, prove a good killer, The fish do not run large, but they are 

lentiful, The beam-nets are again doing very little this week, the river being stil! 

oolow and clear, We havea gentle rain and a warmer atmospheres this morning, 
y- FRANK THORPE, Den. 15, iH 
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Trent (Nottingham). 


There has not been much angling done during the week. In the early part a 
heavy downfall of snow was experienced ; then a rapid thaw set in, and this was 
followed by a copious downpour of rain, On Thursday there was a slight rise on; 
but in consequence of the thickness of the water, combined with an admixture of 
“ snow-broth,” very few fishermen were seen out, Some few lots of roach have been 
caught in the Fiskerton and Rolleston lengths, where, previously to the rise, the 
chub were biting well at bullocks’ pith and brains, Apart from the river, Major 
Wallis and Lieut. Preston, of Nottingham, have enjoyed rare sport amongst the pike 
in one of the North Notts lakes. The former landed eleven fish, weighing 8231b. 
(heaviest 161b.) ; and the latter fifteen, weighing 67:lb. (heaviest 7ilb,). As soon 
as the Trent fines down, bottom-fishing all round ought to be first-class, -THE MAN 


AT THE CLUBS. 
Witham. 

The weather has been so changeable since last writing that I fancy little angling 
has been done on the Witham and kindred waters for some time, and with Christmas 
so near little will be done next week. The snow of last week was followed by a 
heavier downfall on Sunday, leaving Friday and Saturday fine. This, again, went 
away with rain on Monday and Tuesday, and though yesterday and to-day (Thurs- 
day) have been comparatively fine, it is too soon to expect anything yet. A friend 
has gone down the river to-day, but has not returned in time for this note,— 


L., Dec. 15. 
Yare (Norwich). 

Alternately frost and muggy weather has been experienced the past fortnight in 
Norfolk, and a considerable time the ice has prevented fishing in some still parts. 
I cannot record anything worthy of notice, though possibly some of the “silent 
menibers” have been out and done fairly well; but they are outsiders, and keep them- 
selves to themselves—also all they catch. The merry season which is so rapidly 
approaching is not the time to say anything but in kindness, so I trust the foregoing 
will not be a cap to be fitted upon any of my friends; but that they will in the 
future assist me in supplying your valuable “ F, G.” with all the information and 
practical experience in their power. At the happy Christmas time all selfishness 
should be banished, and any slice of good luck freely revealed, so that we may all 
rejoice together at the success of the brethren of our beloved sport. After the 27th 
inst. I shall be in position to give you the results of several outings in search of Mr. 
Jack on some of the best waters ; whether any of the monsters will turn up 
remains to be seen, but I hope so. To-night (Thursday) it is mild weather ; but 
what another ten days may bring forth we must leave and hope for the best.— 


RoBeERT MOLL. 
Hee 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post thei’ Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Dec. 

at 8.30,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The next committee meeting will take place on Friday evening, 
8.30,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

EASTERN DISTRICT VISITING List, No. 2. 

The next return visit on the above {list will take place at the Lincoln Angling 
Society, on Tuesday, December 20, when I hope to see a good muster of clubs in the 
district. —F. THORLING. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th inst. eleven members fished for six prizes, consisting of 
fare, five of which were won. Mr. F. Harding, Ist ; Mr. Robinson, jun,, 2nd; Mr. 
Farebrother, 3rd; Mr. Baynes, 4th ; Mr, Arnold, 5th. The prizes will be presented 
to the winners on Wednesday, Dec. 2Ist. Members are requested to note on that 
oe is quarterly night. Mr. Newson had a show of roach on the 11th inst.—J. 

ORLEDGE. 


19th, 


Dec, 23rd, at 


Christmas 


ATHEN UM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
meeting of the present session was held at the Star and Garter 
St, Martin’s-lane, on Wednesday evening last, Kenneth Millican, Esq., B.A., pre- 
siding, and proved a gathering of exceptional interest. Among those present were 
Dr, Condon, Dr. A. C, Tucker, Messrs, T. Crumplen, George Austin, W. H. Pope, J. 
Lawes, W. Harding, J. Cooper, Mears, Hovey, Gee, and other well-known members 
of the angling world, The society was also honoured by the presence of Signor 
Li Calsi, who favoured them by playing a pianoforte solo, and later accompanied a 
song by Signor Grassi, a compliment greatly appreciated. The room of the Central 
Association, wherein the meeting was held, had been transformed into a miniature 
museum for the occasion, Mr. Pope kindly lending his unique collection of shells, 
numbering several thousand specimens, while every spare space on the walls was — 
covered with Dr, Spurgin’s illustrations of the various species of fish, Mr. Smout, 
of Old Bond-street and Hastings, contributed a magnificent group of marine plants, 
similar to those which have gained him so many medals from the Royal Botanical 
Society, which, it is needless to say, excited the admiration of everyone present. In 
addition there were a number of microscopes lent by members of the society, by 
which were displayed suitable examples of ocean life, from the surface to a depth 
of over 2,000 fathoms, foraminifera, zoophytes, fish scales, fish parasites, &c., forming 
altogether a collection such as probably has never been displayed at any previous 
meeting of an angling society. Dr. Spurgin, in his paper, very lucidly sketched 
the leading wonders of aquatic life, of which many curious instances were given, 
showing the marvellous adaptation of means to ends which prevails throughout the 
aqueous kingdom. The nest of the stickleback, the electric eel, the whale and 
shark, the propelling power of various fish, and the velocity with which they move, 
all came briefly under review ; and the applause which followed the reading 
evinced how highly it had entertained its hearers. The paper was followed by dis- 
cussion, in which the Chairman, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Sewell, Mr. Crumplen, and others 
took part, several interesting facts being brought out; questions specially arising 
as to parasites on fresh-water fish, and kindred topics. At the close of the discus- 
sion, Dr. Condon moved a hearty vote of thanks to Dr. Spurgin for his interesting 
paper, which, seconded by Mr. George Austin, was carried by acclamation ; and on 
the motion of Mr. T. Crumplen, seconded by Dr. Spurgin, a similar compliment was 
to Dr, Millican for presiding. Mr. Crumplen announced that a short paper on 
the’ Causes of the Colours Displayed by Certain Fish” had been offered to the 
society, and that an important communication in reference to “ River Pollution,” 
especially in certain districts, had been received, which might form the basis of a 
paper at a later date. : 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A quiet meeting resulted on Friday last; Mr, 8. Bryan chairman, Mr. G, Salisbury 
vice. Several of our members will fish in the Slough Canal match on the 18th inst. ; 
whilst Messrs. S. Wertheim, 8. Bryan, and the undersigned will assist the Sundial 
Society in the duties of the day, which will necessarily be very arduous owing to its 
being a roving competition with a very large entry. On the llth inst. J. Smith 
saved the club a blank with 21b. 50z, of roach from the Thames,—J, DEPLIDGE, 


hon, sec. 
BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mfr, D. Dodson was thé only member that weighed-in on the 11th inst., saving the 
club from a blank, with 241b. of roach from the Thames. As most of our members 
have taken tickets for the competition on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent etal 


The second special 
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it was thought advisable that our annual outing for Christmas prizes should tak 
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BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, December 14th, Mr, R, Atchison, V.P., presiding. The minutes of 
the previous meeting were confirmed, and Christmas prize-list augmented. Members 
who intend competing for these prizes will please meet on the 18th inst. at the 
North Star, Langley ; kit inspection by Mr. W. Pratt; conditions identical with 
those of the Sundial Competition, in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund. On 
Boxing Day (26th inst.) the society will compete for ten special prizes at Sunbury 
Lock—i.e., from a quarter of a mile each side of the lock-cut. Members to leave by 
the first train, all fish to weigh, and two rods allowed. On the return of the com- 
petitors to Ye Friary, they will be entertained by Mr. L. W. Innocent (hest and 
treasurer), On the 11th inst., Mr. Atchison in the chair, there was a good attend- 
ance of members, who reported sport very tame. Messrs. R. L. Atchison, W. Aaron, 
A. Young, and H, Holben added “« grist to the mill.” Structural alterations : To 
meet the requirements of the still-growing society, the club-room has been 
remodelled and refurnished. Ye Friars beg to announce that their musical soirées 
wil be resumed on Wednesday next, and that they have engaged Mr. Francis Bruce 
as pianist, Members of kindred societies are respectfully invited._JoHN SMITH, 


hon. sec, 
CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The return visit to the above society took place on Monday evening, and was well- 
attended ; Mr, Unwin, sen. (Cambridge Friendly) ably officiated as chairman, faced 
by Mr. Palmer (Duke of Norfolk) as vice-chairman, The chairman opened the 
harmony of the evening ;:once the ball set rolling, there was no lack of good talent 
forthcoming, each and every one doing their utmost to contribute to the success of 
the evening. The following particularly distinguished themselves :—Messrs, 
Palmer, Clark, Barrett, Harris (encored), Holden, Burgess, Small, Allen, Cecil, 
Carter (Cambridge Friendly), Morgan, Unwin, jun., Allen (Cambridge Friendly), 
Elton, Mould, Collins, Steriford, J ennings, Carter, &c. The calling of the roll 
elicited the fact that fifteen societies were represented, viz. :—Bostonian, Cambridge 
Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Golden Barbel, Independent Brothers, Maryle- 
bone, North-Western, Prince of Wales, Phcenix, Queen’s, Royal George, Silver 
Trout, Sundial, and Priory, I must, on behalf of my society, thank those gentlemen 
most heartily for their kind attendance, and the able manner in which they 
responded to the call made on them by the chair and vice-chair respectively.—W, 


SUTTON, 
CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

A few members have been out during the week, but with little success, Mr, H, 
Young visited Newbury, with the result of taking two small jack. Mr. J. Young 
brought from Slough one bream, 2lb. 430z., while Mr, H. Sharratt returned {rom 
Windsor with no luck at all. Members are requested to show up in strong force 
next Wednesday night.—ALr, E, EVANS, sec. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. C, Graham Bennett in 
the chair, The previous minutes were signed and general business transacted, in- 
cluding the nomination of a new member.—HENRY Hows B, hon, sec. 

EAGLE ANGLING SOCIETY (TOTTENHAM), 

Our inaugural dinner and smoking concert took place on Wednesday, the 7th 
inst., at |the society’s headquarters, Eagle Hotel. Mr. R. J. Frank (president) was 
in the chair, and Mr. H. T. Hazlewood (vice-president) in the vice-chair, Between 
thirty and forty sat down to dinner, which was provided by our host, Mr, T. Barlow, 
in his usual admirable manner, and to which ample justice was done, After the 
cloths were cleared, the usual toasts were given and responded to, interspersed with 
songs, &c., by our well-known friénds Messrs, Wilson, King, Coombes, Lansley, 
Adams, Coram, Barlow, and Giles, Mr, Rawson accompanying at the piano- 
forte. During the evening the distribution of prizes given by members 
amongst which were the president's prize, taken by Mr. G. Jarvis ; the vice- 
president’s and treasurer’s, taken by Mr. G. Waterson and Mr, J arvis, jun., respect- 
ively. Altogether, the evening was a most enjoyable one, and a thorough success in 
every sense of the word, I have further to report two fine shows of roach by Mr. 
Hazlewood and Mr. J, Dyer, the former gentleman also weighing ina perch 11b, 9oz, 
—E, T, Eupsr, hon. sec, 

ET GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On the 11th inst., forty-seven members fished at Cheshunt for twenty-three 
Christmas prizes, but the weather was so bad we could only get off sixteen, the 
following being the winners in order :—Messrs, Sheppard, A. Sims, Parker, Pumnell, 
R. Murphy, Armsworth,G, Hughes, Archer, Potter, Hunt, Maybury, Lord, Devereux, 
Hurn, Cordell, and Haines. On the 13th there was a fair attendance of members, 
when it was decided that the members go where they like for the remaining prizes, 
On the 18th inst., one member enrolled.—R. MuRPHY. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting, Mr. Taylor in the chair, a new member was pro- 
posed, and in consequence of the securing of water, the return of an old member 
was announced, Too much praise cannot be awarded to Mr. Gardiner for his 
arrangements for the smoking concert which followed, as it proved the best of the 
season. The songs and recitations were far too numerous to insert in an ordinary 
report, and it would be invidious to mention names without giving the whole list; 
but it must be fairly stated that the whole of the considerable audience was de- 
lighted with the performance. At a late hour, and after hearty thanks to per- 
formers and chairman, the meeting separated.—G. C. 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

_ The usual meeting was held on Friday, the 9th inst., Mr. Stageman in the chair, 
The minutes and cash account were read and confirmed, and final arrangements 
made for the last fishing match in 1887, This is to be a roving match amongst 
members, to be fished at Red Hill on the 18th inst., for prizes amounting in the 
aggregate to upwards of £5. Membership increased by two, Mr, T, Byworth was 
heartily. welcomed on his recovery from a serious illness; but the society was 
_ informed that the malady of another brother—Mr. Watts—was such as to render it 
impossible for him to continue a member. One of our members on the 11th inst, 
was successful again in bringing home two jack, weighing $8lb., from the Mole, 
Members are urged to attend next Friday, when the accounts for the quarter will 
be submitted, and the meetings it is proposed to adjourn until the second week in 
Jan.—W, H, Jounson, sec. 

‘ GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
- The third sweepstake of the season took place on the 11th inst., with the follow- 
ing result :—Messrs, Green,1; Allen,2; A. Crow, 3; and Messrs, De Perran (roach), 
_ Chapman, G, and A, Crow, Smith, and W. Bowring also weighing-in for the prizes, 
Mr, De Perran also had a jack weighing 41b,—C, B. L. 

HAVELOCK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above well-known and prosperous society met at their club-house on the 13th 
inst.; when the cash accounts, &c., were gone through of the last quarter, and it 
was found that the club was in a most flourishing condition, with a good balance in 
hand, and a grand total number of members of 70, The usual concert followed, 
when a most pleasant evening was spent, Fish very slow ; only a few roach on the 
11th inst.—_THomAs ‘THOMPSON, sec, 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Twelve members visited the Rye House Fishery on the 11th inst, to fish for the 
remaining Christmas prizes, Three only were won by Messrs, 8, Gillett, W. Cooper, 
and F, Gardner, The remaining prizes will be fished for on the 18th inst,—R, 
GHURNEY, sec, 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The members competed for ten special Christmas prizes on the 11th inst, in the 
Forty-Guinea water. There was a good field, and all did their very best, but not 
one was rewarded with a bite, so they will be fished for again, on the 18th inst., 
between the Fish and Eels and the Lock at St. Margaret's, In the event of the 
whole not being taken, the remainder to be competed for on the following Wednes- 
day, 21st inst, Competitors to go where they like, Mr. ©, Blundell will givea 
prize for the heaviest jack, and Mr, G. Manning for the heaviest roach, taken from 
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now until the end of the season. The special prizes given by Messrs. W. H, 
Wheatley, W, Wilshire, and J. Stroud are still open.—H. B. 
ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Notice has been given to all members that at the meeting to be held on Monday 
evening next, Dec. 19, the question of effecting arrangements for renting water will 
be discussed.—C, H. KENNETT, hon, sec. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

Our ninth annual dinner was brought off successfully on Thursday evening last, 
the 8th inst. The weather was most unfavourable, being cold, wet, and windy, 
which no doubt kept some of the members away, but did not, I should hope, account 
for the absence of some dozen of our old members, Unless they wanted to make a 
“frost” of the affair, there is no reasonable excuse ‘for them. Well, although this 
was unfortunate for the caterer, it did not affect the quality or the enjoyment of 
those who did turn up, which included half a score of the new members and several 
visitors, Without wishing to flatter, I cannot refrain from stating the fact that a 
better dinner was never placed before a body of anglers, and Mr. R. Hannam 
deserved, and got, credit for it, as it was unmistakably done ample justice to. After 
clearing away, Mr. Sergencson took charge of the proceedings, and under his able 
guidance a most agreeable ‘evening was spent. ‘he toasts were—‘The Queeen, 
Prince and Princess of Wales, and All the Royal Family” ; “ The Liverpool Angling 
Association, coupled with the name of Mr, Sergencson”; “The Chairman,” ‘“ The 
Officers of the Association,” and ‘‘ Mr, W. Jones, treasurer ” ;* The Visitors,” naming 
with it Mr. Storey; the “ Donors of Prizes,” coupled with the name of the ex-chair- 
man, Mr, H. Leaman ; the “ Winners of Prizes,” represented by that most successful 
member, Mr, H, Mason. The personal toasts were Mr. Woolfall, hon. sec., and 
Messrs. Storey (a visitor), J. H. Jones, J. Gass, A. Gregory (“Old Dad”), A. Harri- 
son, hon. librarian, and T. M. Johnson. All made most eloquent and telling speeches 
in proposing and acknowledging the various toasts; but as I know (to my cost), 
Mr, Editor, that you are jealous of your space—though you do give, to my thinking, 
above their share to some of your “correspondents "—I will not attempt to give 
these speeches in detail, as most of them referred to our most worthy selves, and 
items of local interest. The vocalists, consisting of Messrs, W. Jones, Hughes, 
Sephton, Mason, Gilbert, Johnson, Rimmer, Harrison, and J. H. Jones, all sung well, 
and assisted most materially the pleasure of the réwnion. After the company had 
sung “ Auld Lang Syne,” they separated at the modest hour of 11 p.m., all perfectly 
satisfied with their entertainment, and in peace and good-will with one another,— 
R. WooLFALL, hon. sec., Dec, 14. 

Tn consequence of our annual dinner taking place ‘on club night, no meeting was 
held last week, I wish, however, to inform the members that on Saturday last, the 
10th, 100 brown or ordinary brook trout, bred at Lord Derby’s, were put into 
Knowsley Delph, and that I am close on the track of where coarse fish—such as 
carp, bream, chub, roach, and perch—can be obtained in goodly numbers, and com- 
paratively cheap. I trust the members will not need telling that to properly and 
efficiently stock a decent water with good fish is a costly proceeding, and I have to 
ask them to come forward freely and supplement, by voluntary donations, the 
ordinary income,—Rp, WooLFALu, hon. sec. 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly dinner and distribution of prizes took place on Tuesday evening 
last, when about thirty sat down; our host and treasurer, Mr, J.G. Case, presiding, faced 
by Mr. J. P. Trever, when ample justice was done to the good things provided, 
After the cloth was removed, the reins were taken by our president, Mr, W, Gillies, 
and hon. secretary, Mr, A, May, The first toast was the “Queen,” which was 
honoured in the usual loyal spirit, after which a smoking concert followed. The 
following members and friends highly amused the company—viz., Mr. A..May, Mr. 
J. Comber, Mr. J. P. Trever, Mr, Case, Mr, J. Feakes, Mr. Lock, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. 
Hood, Mr. H. Magill, Mr. J. W. Dyer, Mr. Grimshaw, Mr, Brandon, Mr, Gold, Mr. 
Hedgley, and Mr. M‘Dermott. During the evening the prizes won the last half 
year were distributed, the principal winners being Messrs. J. G. Feaks, C. S. Blackman, 
J. M‘Dermott, W, Gillies, J. W. Dyer, J. P. Trever, J. Bunn, G. Bliss, and A. May. 
The toast of the “ Anglers’ Association ” was given, and responded to by Mr. Bunn, 
the “ Mildmay Angling Society,” responded to by Mr. A, May, who during the even- 
ing amongst those present got eleven guineas towards our prize list. The ‘* Honorary 
Members” and “ Visitors” were responded to by Mr. Nicholson and Mr, Devonshire, 
of the Highbury Angling Society, respectively ; the “Tfost and Hostess” responded 
to by Mr. Case, after which the company sang “ God Save the Queen,” it being then 
close on 3 o'clock. During the evening, Messrs. J. W. Dyer and F, Taylor ably pre- 
sided at the piano,—ArvT, ‘ 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Since last report Mr. Cartwright and Mr. Gibb have hada day among the jack, 
and succeeded in capturing five fish, four of which fell to Mr, Gibb’s rod, weights 
931b., 6lb., 6lb., 41b., and 341b, They had several smashes during the day with fish 
of heavier calibre. No other member out during the week.—G. T, FLETCHER, sec. 


PROVINCIAL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The executive committee held their first meeting at the Drawbridge Hotel, Bristol, 
on Saturday. The following gentlemen were present :—Birmingham, Messis. Dance, 
Bass, Roberts, and Mackenzie ; Worcester, Messrs, Griffin and Wingfield ; Kidder- 
minster, Messrs, Redding and Wright; Gloucester, Mr. A. Harris ; Bristol, Messrs, 
Cundall and Frost ; the president, Mr. T. Coles; the secretary, Mr. C. White. The 
president explained that the executive members only had been invited to attend on 
account of the large expenditure it would entail. He thought the work in hand 
could be adequately performed by the smaller body, He drew attention to the need 
for headquarters, so that the association could more firmly establish itself. It was 
resolved that Birmingham should be the-centre, and the Birmingham Arms, Brad- 
ford-street, the offices, Other business was transacted, 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ertertainments which have this week been provided for the members and 
friends of this popular society, under the management of the chairman, Mr, M, H. 
Blamey, have been of a very popular character. On Tuesday evening, at the society’s 
headquarters, the Greyhound Hotel, was inaugurated the first of a series of 
Cinderella dances, and, considering their introduction was a novel one, there was 
a very fair attendance, which it is expected will be considerably augmented on the 
next occasion, Mr, Ford and Mr, H. C. Taman acted as M.C,’s, and all the arrange- 
ments, under the personal superintendence of Mr, Blamey, were perfect. On the 
following evening, in the same room, an excellent smoking concert took place, which 
was largely and influentially attended, under the presidency of Mr. M. H. Blamey, 
with Mr, H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. The concert was under the management 
of Mr. Griffiths and Mr, Gaunt, who are heartily to be congratulated on its 
undoubted success, The programme was varied and popular. It is not too much 
to say that it was one of the best smoking concerts ever held in Richmond, and the 
hearty vote of thanks accorded to Mr. Griffiths and Mr. Gaunt must haye’been 


gratifying to them, 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 11th inst. several members were out at different parts of the Thames; 
but failed to get much fish. Mr, J, Smith saved us from a blank with about 14lb. 
of roach. The smoking concert and draw, for H. Haine, on the 12th, passed off very 
comfortable, and he returns his sincere thanks to those that supported him on this 
occasion, The winning numbers were 61 and 186, Members intending to compete 
at Langley on the 18th inst., are requested to muster at Farringdon-street Station, 
by 7.50 a.m, on that date. At the meeting held on the 14th, Messrs. F, and F, T, 
Lamberton were proposed as members of this society.— PIxIE. 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Several members out on the 11th inst.—meeting with very indifferent sport. The 
only fish I have to chronicle is roach by Mr. H, Mills, and Mr. G, Fordham with 
roach and jack, the three latter scaling 12lb. The distribution of Christmas prizes 
will take place on the 22nd inst., followed by a concert, when we shall be pleased 
to see anglers and friends,—W, 8, W, 
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SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. £1,833 6s, 10}d., the water rents being the large item of £57 
Members are respectfully reminded that quarterly night has passed,— PELICAN. ments for railway tickets amounting to £1,668 7s. 103d., leaving a balance of 
STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. £121 8s. Old. Letters from Mr. Stuart Wortley, M.P., Mr, Bartlett, M.P., and 
Messrs, J. Perkins, 0. Swinnerton, and J. Hassall fished the society’s waters on the Mundella were then read to the meeting, The question of the subscription of 
3rd inst., and some good sport was the result, Mr. Perkins’s largest fish weighing 71b. two guineas being paid as usual to the Trent Conservancy Board was then put 
A few days ago, Mr. J. Smith landed a fish (pike), weight 8lb. 502. ; and Mr. B. | to the meeting and carried without a dissentient. The rod tax was next dis- 
Turner, on the 10th inst., had a beauty which turned the scales at 124lb. Snow fell cussed at considerable length, all the various phases of the question being entered 
heavily on Sunday last, followed by a very rapid thaw, which will probably send into. The half-crown tax was strongly objected to, The tax of one shilling met 
the fish off the feed for a few days. The first of a series of smoking concerts in con- | With more approval ; but the idea seemed to be looked upon with some concern 
nection with the club will take place at the Roe Buck Hotel on Wednesday, the 21st | by the majority of the members present, The idea of having good fishing and 
inst., Mr. W. R. Taylor, vice-president of the club, in the chair. Members and their | Paying for it met, however, with the approbation of a few enthusiastic fisher- 





friends are respectfully invited to attend.—J. HOLLINS, hon. sec. men, A resolution on the subject was postponed to some further meeting. 
SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. SHREWSBURY SEVERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
CoMPETITION IN AID OF THE ANGLERS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. The first annual dinner in connection with this popular institution took place at 


At the committee meeting held on the 14th inst., it was decided that the follow- Messrs. Jones and Sons’ restaurant on Thursday evening, and passed off most suc- 
e observed :—EHach competitor, on arriving at Langley Station, to present cessfully. The room was tastefully decorated for the occasion by Mr, J. H. Morris. 
the North Star public-house and there have his ticket stamped, numbered, Mr, J. Hawley Edwards presided, the vice-chair being occupied by Mr. Councillor 
entered, and kit examined. Stewards are requested to meet early at the North Star | Morris. The usual loyal toasts having been given, the Chairman then proposed 
to arrange further particulars. Any would-be competitor not having a ticket can | “Success to the Shrewsbury Severn Angling Society,” and in doing so said he saw 
obtain same on the morning of the competition. A Special Train will leave that the gentleman’s name who was to respond was the secretary of the society, 
Paddington at 8.35, and Westbourne Park at 8.38, and will run right through to and before he passed on to give some reasons why he thought that the toast should 
Langley, arriving there before the first Ordinary. It is particularly requested | be received with more cordiality than usual, he thought it only right and fitting 
competitors will avail themselves of this train.—W. WILSON, hon, sec. that he should pay a tribute of respect to one who previously occupied the position 
ST. JOHN’S AMATEUR ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. which Mr. Williams now filled. This was the first occasion upon which the society 
The competition by the members of this association took place at Knightwick, had met under such circumstances as this, for although it had been in existence for 
when the prize, which is a jubilee cup, was won by Mr. J. A. Griffin with a basket | something like six or seven years they had never been able to promote a social 
of grayling. The following is a description of the cup, the decoration of which was | gathering of this description before ; and although it was with feelings of deep 
done by St. John’s men, and which may be seen in Mr. Stoneman’s window, The | regret they recorded the loss of one whose services the society would never cease 
Cross :—The cup is of white china and has two handles. The outside (except the | to remember, still he did not think that the opportunity should be allowed to pass 
panels at front and back) is covered with a dry blue coloured ground, on which isa | without mentioning his name, at all events—he referred to Mr. F. H. Morgan, to 
gold seaweed diaper. In the front panel is a group of fish, comprising trout, perch, whose relatives he wished to convey the society’s appreciation of the valuable ser- 
pike, &c., painted by Mr. E. Salter. In the back panel is the following inscription | vices rendered by him from itscommencement. The society, which was established 
in gold: “St. John’s Amateur Angling Association. J ubilee Cup, 1887. Won by | in the year 1881, had for its object the promotion of angling as opposed to all other 
J. A. Griffin.” Surrounded bya border of fish, shells, and seaweed, with jewelled border | kinds of fishing that might be classed in the category of trespassing or poaching 
similar to the front, On the inside is a deep gold border. upon the streams of the country, and they set themselves to work to see how best 
SHEFFIELD ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. they could accomplish this end, They memorialised the Corporation to take steps 
The nineteenth annual meeting of the Sheffield Anglers’ Association was held at | to secure the control of the Severn within the Parliamentary borough entirely 
the Crown Hotel, Oxford-street. On account of the bad weather there were not so and exclusively in their own hands, and it was through the instrumentality 
many members present as usual. Shortly before the time fixed for the general | of the Corporation and the Angling Society that the Board of Conservators 
meeting a committee meeting was held, in order to discuss and arrange the items | ultimately decided to assist the society in preserving the river within the borough. 
which were to come before the general meeting. Mr. ©. Styring, the president of | The memorial was subsequently strengthened by a memorial from the riparian 
the association, took the chair, and there were also present Mr. T. Guest (vice-presi- | owners. The society contemplated having an Act of Parliament of its own, and 
dent), Mr. T. Walker (secretary), and the committee, Messrs. H. Ridge, J. Pashley, there was actually drafted a Bill which was subsequently approved by the Board of 
W. Pashley, G. Swinden, J. Whitworth, G. Gardiner, C. Hosgathorpe ; the auditors, | Conservators, and which would have been presented to Parliament had not the Board 
Messrs. W. H. Youle, H. Hardy, and T. Shepley. The President, on opening the | consented to adopt by-laws which would carry out the objects the society had in 
meeting, said that as far as the number of members was concerned the year had | view. These objects were to prohibit the terrible destruction of fish, occasioned, as 
been very prosperous, there being 1,000 more members than last year, more honorary they contended, by the illegal practice of netting, which was carried on to an 
members, more drain tickets sold, and other matters in a better condition. In | enormous extent in the borough ; and the measure of success which attended the. 
finances the association was not quite up to last year’s mark, owing to this being | efforts of the society was testified by the fact that at the present time the fishing” 
an exceptionally expensive year. Last year 11,311 excursion tickets were by nets could only be carried on between tho 15th of June and the 3lst of July 
taken; this year only 11,134. The rent of water had cost about £15 during the whole year. Now they were about to propose a by-law, which would 
more than last year. ‘The secretary read the balance-sheet, which showed prohibit this kind of fishing throughout the entire year. Mr. Edwards refeired to 
on the receipt side the following items -—-Balance in hand from December 1, the report of Mr. Berrington, who recently held an inquiry into this matter, in the 
1886, £137 4s. 6d.; 4,487 water tickets, £56 1s. 9d.; 85 honorary tickets, | course of which he stated that he had come to the conclusion that there were no 
£10 12s, 6d.; 192 drain tickets, £9 12s. 6d. ; 628 entries to match, £31 8s.; re- bona-fide net fishermen throughout the whole of the Severn Fishery District. The 
ceived for railway tickets and percentage, £1,698 6s, 6d,; making, with other | name of Mr. J. Williams, the energetic hon. sec., was coupled with the toast, and in 
similar items, £1,954 14s. 1ld. Against this sum the expenses showed a total of the course of his reply he read the following letter from Mr. Willis-Bund :—“3, 


WIDOWS FUND 


MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY. 


THE WHOLE PROFITS ARE DIVIDED AMONG THE POLICYHOLDERS. 


MAGNITUDE OF THE OPERATIONS. 


Policies issued - - £43,000,000 Claims Paid - - £15,000,000 
Bonus Additions - 8,100,000 Accumulated Funds- 9,500,000 
Policies in Force - 26,500,000 Annual Revenue - 1,140,000 


PROFITABLE CHARACTER OF THE BUSINESS. 


Cash Profit for Seven Years to 31st December,1880 - : £1,347,756 
Bonus Additions for the Seven Years e - - - 2,449,072 


This was the Larcest Disrrrsurion or Prorir made by an Life Office during the period. It yielded Bonuses from 
£1 14s. to £3 17s. 54, per cent, per annum on the Original Sums Assured, according to the duration of the Policies,—facts which 
clearly prove Zhe Intrinsic Value of the Society’s Mutual System, and the Highly Profitable Character of tts Business, 


LIBERAL CONDITIONS OF ASSURANCE. 


ing rules b 
himself at 

















Surrender Values allowed after payment of one year’s Loans granted within a small margin of the Surrender Value. 
SE eee .." Extensive Foreign Residence Free of charge in all 
Paid-up Policies allowed in lieu of surrender values. cases. 


Most of the Society's Policies may be made Whole-World and indisputable from the first. 


THE ATTENTION OF 


Persons desiring to effect Lire Assurances forthe benefit of their Families or +1 connection with Business Transactions, is called 
to the above Financial Results and Conditions of Assurance, which show bow peculiarly suitable the Society’s policies are for 
Family Provisions, and for all Trust and Security purposes, Aw. H. TURNBULL, Manager. 

J.J. P. ANDERSON, Secretary. 


EDINBURGH (Head Office): 9, ST, ANDREW’S SQUARE. 
LONDON: 28, CORNHILL, E.C, GLASGOW: 114, WEST GEORGE STREET. 


Dec., 1887. 


3 
= 
‘ 


Reel ndi dite a ae 


* 


fine 














Dec. 17, 1887, 


Stone-buildings, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.—My Dear Sir,—It would have given me great 
pleasure if I could have managed it to have been present at your dinner on Thurs- 
day, but it is impossible. Will you please tell the society that I shall have great 
pleasure in proposing at the next meeting of the Fishery Board, in J anuary, a by- 
law prohibiting all netting within the borough of Shrewsbury, except for salmon ? 
I trust this will help the society to carry out the good work they have begun in 
stocking the river with fish. Would it be possible in any way to establish a fish- 
breeding place near Shrewsbury, so as to breed a quantity of fry, and turn them 
into the river? I think that if any possible plan could be proposed, the Board 
would help to carry it out.—Yours very faithfully, J. WILLIs-BuND, Mr, J. 
Williams.” The remaining toasts were :; “The Severn Board of Conservators,” pro- 
posed by Mr. J. H. Morris, and responded to by the Chairman ; “The Town and 
Trade of Shrewsbury,” and “ All Friends Round the Wrekin.” Several songs were 
given in the course of the evening, and a very enjoyable time was spent, 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
Several members of the above were out on the I1th inst., sport being out of the 
question, Mr, Champion, some nice perch ; J. Currans, roach. Other members were 
out, but never turned up, Several members will fish in the Slough match on the 


18th inst,—H, T, 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

The usual meeting took place on the 15th inst., Mr. C, Beale presiding. After a 
long discussion, the minutes were confirmed. The competition on the 18th inst. 
will be a roving one from Caversham Lock to the Roebuck, Tilehurst ; members 
may go overnight if they please. The Boxing Day competition will take place at 
St. Margaret’s ; usualconditions. A vote of thanks to the chair closed the meeting. 
—MILuLER’s THUMB, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Continued from page 384.) 


FURTHER RAILWAY CONCESSIONS. 
Str,—Will you kindly oblige by publishing the fullowing letter ?—I am, &c., 
R. GHURNEY, 
“London and South-Western Railway, Traffic Superintendent's Office, 
Waterloo Bridge Station, S.E. 
“Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 7th inst., I beg to inform you that I shall 
have no objection to adding Byfleet to the list of stations to which anglers’ tickets are 
issned from the following stations, and at the rates given opposite thereto— 











BR SUOTLOO fdas dusscccscaes spect & fodaes Br ccaenabnuauecunes canta oe } 
Vauxhall........... Faxes ivosh caus tsecesesaae omen Mktes Rte Oem 28, 3d. 
PONTE UOLINS de vtetS- os cealassensascpnacincr ies tcath wate eee 
SEEMITIMIGLBIN Ui ires sits .cveciretasasaverchiarreehe vetvhionattiotncog katt 2s, 4d. 
MM HATOR SUNCOM, ces sagt tases doravs nd Gi ds owalvoado oc cnhvnetonser a0 1s, 11d. 


—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, “E,W. VERRINDER, 
“Mr, R. Ghurney, Forester’s Hall, Clerkenwell-road, Clerkenwell, E.C.” 





BLUE DUN FOWLS. 

Srr,— R, A.,” in your issue of Dee. 3rd, states that Devonshire fishermen often 
preserve a strain of blue game fowls for fly-dyeing, and that the same is probably 
done elsewhere. In this supposition he is perfectly right. Amongst others, I have 
afew. Unfortunately, this year a cockerel I bought for fresh blood turned out to 
be a cross with a brown-red, and nearly all my chickens reared are useless for 
either breeding or dressing flies, being too much like brown-reds. I fortunately 
possess one cockerel free from this objectionable colour. This I intend mating 
with two old hens and two pullets, one of the latter a pile and the other a 
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black-red, though by a pile cock and black-red hen ; these, I hope, will throw @ 
honey-dun chicken or two. For more than twelve months I have been endea- 
vouring to get a pure-bred, ginger-red cock or cockerel; but up to the present. 
I have failed. They are even scarcer than blue duns, Could you not manage 
to get up a poultry show in connection with the “ F, G.” Tournament, with, say, 
three or four classes for birds suitable for fly-dressing ? The prizes would, no 
doubt, be forthcoming.—I am, &e., P : 


Burton-on-Trent, S. HowartH, 





SALMON DISEASE. 

Si1r,—I am glad that others of your readers are contributing to our information 
on this subject, and hope we may all derive profit from its discussion, The important 
question, “ Does the disease originate in fresh or salt-water?” might, I feel sure, 
be satisfactorily answered after a few rigid experiments, as suggested in my last 
letter ; but I expect this has already been done, as it is the question that would 
strike any investigator at the very outset of research work on the subject ; but 
perhaps they have satisfied themselves with simply carrying on cultures of the 
organism in more or less saline solutions, and which might, with a clever manipu- 
lator well used to such work, prove equally positive and convincing. 

The reason that the disease does not develop until the spring or summer of each 
year is evidently due to the temperature of the water not being favourable to its 
increase, this being a condition of absolute necessity to the organism, and one by 
which (in laboratory practice, at least) its development can be controlled, There 
are also many other conditions necessary to the proper and favourable life-history 
of Saprolegnia ferax that have long since been studied and understood. 

Absolute contact of the fish one with another would not be at all necessary to 
convey the disease, which, as it ripens on the fish, would be distributed in the water 
as mature spores that would again reproduce on finding a fitting soil, with alarming 
rapidity. 

The influence of overcrowding is, I think all are agreed, very baneful ; but I 
imagine such overcrowding not at all the cause of the origin, and only partially 
likely to hasten the spread of the evil, though it would naturally tend to start the 
growth on freshly-run fish more surely and quickly, 

Mr. Thompson’s letter in your last issue of December 3rd is evidently from 
the pen of a person who has had good opportunities of watching that he has taken 
full advantage of. I may beable to answer some of his questions. I would con- 
sider it as extremely unlikely that a fish, having recovered from the disease, would 
retain the spores that would on its return to fresh water again develop. Ourknow- 
ledge of the growth of such disease might encourage a belief that a fish once 
recovered would be Jess likely than another to contract it a second time ; and the 
only explanation I could think would justify his experience may lay in a loss of 
vitality or energy ; that not being regained after an otherwise apparent recovery in 
the fish, may not leave it the resisting power to prevent a second attack, 

I have no doubt that sewage pollution would tend to encourage the disease; but 
fail to see how it could originate it,—I am, &c., CYGNET, 





GRAYLING COUNTIES. 

Srr,—* Limpus,” in his “ Notes on the Grayling,” speaks of the Midland or Derby- 
shire district. Why does he not say Derbyshire and Staffordshire? The Dove is as 
much in one county as the other, seeing it is the boundary between the two. In 
addition, we have the Blythe, rising on Wetley Moor, and running into the Trent at 
King’s Bromley,a stream smaller than the'Dove, but, in the opinion of many anglers, 
a better grayling stream, Iam also informed that grayling have lately been intro- 
duced into the Manifold above, where it disappears into the ground ; then last, but 
not least, we have the Trent, and certainly grayling area hundred times more plentiful 
in the Staffordshire than the Derbyshire portion of that stream,—I am, &ce., 

Burton-on-Trent, S. Howarrtu, 








MUTUAL ASSURANCE. 


MODERATE PREMIUMS, 





SOOTTISH PROVIDENT INSTITUTION, 


EDINBURGH—6, St, Andrew Square. 


LONDON—17, King Wiiliam Street, E.C. 


DIRECTORS. 


Sir THOS. J. Boyp, Chairman of the Fishery Board for Scotland. 


SIR WILLIAM JOHNSTON, of Kirkhill. 
: Wm. J: MENZIES, Esq., W.S. 
JOHN CAY, Esq., Solicitor to the Post Offics for Scotland. 
- CHARLES J. GUTHRIE, Esq., Advocate. 
HuGuH Rose, Esq., 1, Hillside Crescent. 
* STaiR AGNEW, Ksq., C.B., Registrar-General for Scotland. 
THOMAS NELSON, Esq., Publisher. 





ERSKINE Scort, Esq., C.A. 

Professor P. G. Tart, Edinburgh University. 

GEORGE M. PAUL, Esq., W.S. 

Sir Wo. Murr, K.C.S.1., D.O.L., Principal of Edin. University. 
A. R. GILLESPIE, Esq., Hay Lodge, Trinity. 

M. T. STORMONTH DaRLING, Esq., Advocate. 

Professor S. H. BUTCHER, Edinburgh University. 


This Society differs in its Principles from other Offices. 
THE PREMIUMS are so moderate that an Assurance of £1,200 or £1,250 may be secured from the 
first for the yearly payment which would generally else where assure, with profits, £1,000 only—the differ- 
ence being equivalent to an immediate Bonus of 20 to 25 per cent., as large as can be looked for in other 


good Offices only after many years. 


The WHOLE PROFITS go to the Policyholders on a system at once safe and equitable 


no share 





being given to those by whose early death there is a Loss to the common fund. bs 
By thus reserving the Surplus tor the survivors, large additions have been given to the Policies which 

participate. At last Investigation, 1880, after providing additions (to 6662 Policies), ranging, according £6 

duration and class, from 17 to 70 per cent., a third of the Surplus £208,150, was retained—available, 


with its Interest, for additions to new participants. 


approaching Investigation. 


Further additions will fall to be made at the 


The New Business (entirely home) has for many years exceeded a Million. 
The EXPENSES are much under those of any Office doing so large a new business, 


THE FUNDS CUNCREASED 1» 1886 by £341,000) EXCEED SIX MILLIONS: 


i i Kingdom 
ffi both older) have as large a fund, The INCREASE of the FUNDS in last five years exceeds that of any other Office in the gdom, 
The BOCIRTY hase . ee part im the removal of restrictions and grounds of challenge. The rules relating to foreign residence, revival of Policies, early 
ment of claims, &c., are specially liberal, The SURRENDER VALUES (given in accordance with an original fixed Table) compare favourably with those of other 
eer Offices. Full Explanations are given in the ANNUAL REPORT, of which Copies may be had on application, 


Edinburgh, December, 1887. 


JAMES WATSON, Manager. 
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MR. JARDINE’S ARTICLES. 

Srr,—Mr. Jardine’s articles on pike-fishing are excellent; but there is an error 
in this week’s, which I shall feel obliged if you will correct. The water from 
Horton Bridge, on the Colne, to the mouth of the river at Bell Weir is private, and 
can only be fished by members of the Piscatorial Society and their istopdirat 
am, Xc., Hi, J. ‘ 

P.S.—Will you come, Mr. Editor, and get some of these barbel ; all we want 
is a sharp, frosty day. I will find worms and whisky. 

(“All we want” is that some good soul would leave us a few hundreds a 
year ; then we should be able to accept a larger percentage of these invitations 
from jolly anglers than at present we are able to.—ED. | 





ANGLING FOR BREAM. : 
S1r,—What does your correspondent, the Rev. Henry Cafferata, mean by saying 
“the top of his short rod would be bobbing up and down on the top of the water el 
Such a thing could never occur unless you were fishing with, say, a 3in, strike in 
about 6in, of water, which, though possible, is not probable—I am, &e., 
} A TIGHT-LINER, 





ANGLING FOR BREAM. 

Srr,—I fail to understand Mr. Hy. Cafferata’s remarks 7¢ the bobbing up and 
down of the rod point in his criticism of a pream-fisher’s article in “F. G.,” Dec. 3, 
T have used a tight line on many an occasion when bream-fishing, and killed fish up 
to and over 41b. with a rod 18ft, long, and see no reason why heavy fish cannot be 
manipulated even with a 12ft. rod, provided it is not too stiff. Of course, it will 
frequently happen that one or more of the top joints will be pulled quite under the 
water, and yet a good man will not lose his fish, With an 18ft. or 20ft. rod you 
play the fish with both hands, disjointing, still playing the (then) nearly spent fish 
with the left hand ; but only a very short time, to allow you to drop the butt end. 
Then finish playing the fish ; having your net within easy reach of your right hand, 
slip the net well underneath, and land.—I am, Xc., A Lea MAN, 





LANDING FISH. 7 
Srr,—What does your correspondent, the Rey. Henry Cafferata, mean by saying 
he should land a fish with his right hand? Is that gentleman ambidextrous ? — 
Tam, &e,, INQUIRER. 
: a ET 


———<——— 


DEATH. 
On December 11th, at 3, Powerscroft-road, Clapton, Emily, 
of Fred, ©, Clench, Past-Chairman, Richmond Piscatorial Society. 
Rales 


the dearly-loved wife 
Aged 42 years. 


(rR SUCRE YEE EE 


———— 


Fisntnc iN ENGLisH Rivers.—The next meeting of the Atheneum Angling 
Society will be held, in conjunction with that of the Balloon Society of Great Britain, 
at St. James’s Hall Restaurant, Piccadilly, W., on Friday, January 27th, 1888, when 
Mr. T. Crumplen will read a paper on the desirability of an “ Amendment of the 
Law Relating to Fishing in English Rivers.” Tickets of admission (free) will shortly 
be ready, and further particulars duly announced. 


A LETTER from Mr. A. G. Jardine to Mr, Tom Harris, Berkeley-street, Gloucester : 
“ Sir,—Sample snap tackle is to hand, They are correct in pattern, and well made. 
Moreover, your price, 4d, each, is reasonable. . . Itry a good many different 
makes, and find none so killing as my patterns.—Yours truly, A, G, JARDINE, 18, 
Albion-square, Dalston, London, E., Nov. 29, 1887,” 





FISHINGS TO LET. — 





MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late ‘Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale, This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets alltrains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona, I.0.M.) 


SNUG WINTER QUARTERS. 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, 


Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, N.B, 
(Close to the beautiful and winding “ Hsk.’’) 


Situated in the midst of the finest scenery in all 
the “ Borderland,” no Hotel in the South of Scot- 
Jand affords a more cosy winter retreat, The 
district is teeming with historical interest. Several 
old Castles and Border Keeps in the vicinity. 
Twelve miles from Carlisle and six from Langholm. 
Splendid huntiag neighbourhood ; two packs of 
hounds within easy reach. Air pure and bracing. 
Good accommodation in Hotel, private sitting- 
rooms, &c., and charges moderate. Large Farm 
attached. Posting. Three railway stations close 
at hand, and Post-office 100 yards off. 
ALEXAND. ELDER, Proprietor. 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING. 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCHSTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 
N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable, The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. 
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TROUT AND SEA-TROUT FISHING. 


(Within 8 Miles of the Main Line North). 


ANGLERS’ HOTEL, WELDON BRIDGE. 


On the famous River “ Coquet.” 

The Hotel is beautifully situated within 50 yards 
ofthe stream, which is well stocked with fine 
Trout. Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of 
fishing about five miles of the choicest part of the 
Coquet (beautifully wooded in some parts), which 
is strictly preserved, and_is, without doubt, the 
best Trouting in all the “ Borderland.” Lovers of 
Nature will find in the “ bosky dells” of Coquet- 
side an ample field for research. The scenery is 
very fine, the air pure and bracing, and the district 
is rich in historical interest. Tariff from 7s. 3d. 
per day. Splendid hunting quarters ; two Packs 
of Hounds within easy reach. Carriages may be 
ordered to meet the trains. Postal delivery 7.30 
a.m. Proprietors, Hardy Brothers.—For further 
articulars, address THE MANAGERKSS, Hardy’s 
Anglers’ Hotel, Weldon Bridge, N orthumberland 





Hees IN THE NORTH AND 

WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &., should 
nae their wants known through the medium 
0 C) 

Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND. BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 35 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong 
ing to i 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 3 


‘Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 





NEW WORK ON THE GRAYLING, 


Mr. T, E. PRITT. 


$$$ 





/ 


Messrs. Goopatt & Suppick, Cookridge-street, Leeds, beg to announce that they have in the Press, and 
will publish about the Ist of February next, 





HE BOOK OF THE GRAYLING, 


All about Him, and the Art of Angling for Him as Practised Chiefly in the Midlandg 
and the North of England; by 


|. Ea. 


Author of “ North-Country Flies ” ; 


PRIiITT, 


Angling Editor of the Yorksurre Post ; Member of the Fly-Fishers 


Club; Member of the Kilnsey Club ; and Hon. Sec. of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association. 


With a FRONTISPIECE of a TEN-INCH GRAYLING in the highest 
. Flies used by the best known grayling- 
Floats, Hooks, and all other Tackle necessary in the increasingly-popular 

In addition to the Plates, which are fac-similes of the Author’s own drawings (that o 
have abiding interest for all ang 


same art of Colour-printing of favourite Grayling 


the living fish at the riverside), much of the letterpress will 
history and modern development and characteristics 
been exhaustively dealt with by the Author, whose name is 


Grayling as a sporting fish by angling writers opened an excellent field for Mr. PRITT”’ 
Suddick confidently believe he will be found to have worthily filled. 


There will be Two Issues of the book—a Large-paper Edition, royal 4to, 64 pp., cloth, price 21s., of which a very limited number 


9 


of this handsome and game fish. 


of copies will be printed ; and a Small-paper Edition, 64 pp., Royal octavo, price 10s. 6d. 


For Prospectus and Order Forms apply to 


GOODALL & SUDDICK, COOKRIDGE 


STREET, LBEDS.°0 fs cui 5 


style of Chromo-Lithography, and Two Plates in the 
fishers of Derbyshire and Yorkshire, and the 
art of Winter Worm-Fishing. 
f the Frontispiece having been done from 
lers as shedding new light on the early 
Every subject connected with the Grayling has 
a guarantee for the thoroughness of the work. The obvious neglect of the 
S versatile pen, 


which Messrs. Goodall and 
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Inns of Court Family Hotel 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF. 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
Es. FE: INT 4% Ta, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick ” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 


None Genuine unless bearing our name Adlington & Hutchinson, 
on Label. { or Patahinecn & Son., } Kendal. 


MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS. 
TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 
VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 

orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 


ESTABLISHED 1745. 
FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and all 


other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 


Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 28. per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 2s 6d, 


GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STRERT, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 








pe dozer. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags. 23. Ad. per dozen, Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 
ooks. EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent for 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 

Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and has Special Patterns for Dry- 

Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampshire 

Anglers. Agent for Messrs, Eaton and Deller's Rods 

Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co.’ 

Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holiand’s Cobweb Gut 

sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 

selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them.” G. H., having personal and practical knowledge of Fly- 

Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 

Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities, 

PIKE and GENERAL tae hale the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 

onth, 

George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. ry 

Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
er be phages to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, 

mdon, H.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 

n’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messra, Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 


the Proprietors, St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, London, to whom all money payments should 
made 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Treland 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months n a 5 4 
», Three Months ,, ” ” 9 es nib suaseneee 28 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTF, 
8t. Dunstan's House, Fetter-lane, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


The Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1887. 


SPECIAL NOTICE, 


FROM this date all letters for the Editor, all remittances, and com- 
munications respecting advertisements in the FISHING GAZETTE, 
should be addressed to 

THE “FISHING GAZETTE,” 


St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, London. 
TR a Ln 


CHANGE OF PRINTING AND PUBLISHING OFFICE. 


ON and after Saturday, January 8, 1888, the FISHING GAZETTE 
will be printed and published by the Blackfriars Printing and Pub- 
lishing Co., 8, Salisbury-court, Fleet-street, E.C. 
Naren eee ee en 
ALTERATION OF SIZE OF THE “GAZETTR.” 


COMMENCING with the first number for 1888, we shall give the 
first of a series of supplements, by which the number of pages will 
_be increased from twenty to twenty-four, at least once a month, and 
more frequently if»necessary. At the same time, the page will be 
made a more convenient size, and it will be printed in three 
columns, and on a superior paper—one better suited for printing 
illustrations on than that hitherto used. 
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TO THE READERS OF THE “GAZETTE.” 


IT is ten years now since I first, as Editor of this paper, had the 
pleasure to wish you the Compliments of the Season and a Prosperous 

ew Year in every way, but especially from an angling point of 
view. In repeating this wish on the present occasion, I must again 
thank youall—readers, contributors, and advertisers—for your support, 
and I wish especially to thank those who, unsolicited in any way by 
me, have so frequently gone out of their way to speak well of this 
little paper. When, ten years ago, I rushed with a light heart at 
what I pictured wonld be the delightful task of editing a weekly 
paper on my favourite sport, I hadno idea what I had undertaken. 
I was utterly oblivious of the worry and anxiety which are inseparably 
connected with the editing of a weekly paper, and the making it 
a success—none but those who have tried it can know what it means. 
I take this opportunity of pointing out that it is perfectly impos- 
sible for an Editor who has to endeavour to please so many distinet, 
classes of anglers as I have, always to succeed ; also, that it is a 
physical impossibility on my part to answer all the letters and ques- 
tions I receive. I mention this because it has happened that I have 
opened such letters as this :— 

““S1R,—As you have not had the courtesy to answer my enquiry as to what my 
old copy of Walton’s book is worth, I beg tosay I shall no longer read your paper.— 
Yours, &c., “PETER PEPPER.” 

Mr. Pepper’s copy may be worth fifty pounds or (more probably) 
fifty pence ; but he does not send it, or any description. Here is 
another sample letter :— 


“ Str,—As you saw fit to cut down the report I sent you of our club meeting, I 
beg to say that our society will no longer subscribe to your a gain pa he 
“ Hon, SEC.” 


And this because, with important river reporis already crowded out, 
I have been obliged to cut down the names of some of the songs 
sung or the prizes won by the “ Catch’em Alive Oh” Angling Society, 
or else leave their report out entirely. 


I think “ Val Conson” must be an Editor, because when I said 
“Amen” to much of his now famous letter, I had in my eye piles of 
“rejected addresses ”—rejected for the very reasons he gave. [ think 
his letter willdo no harm. It has already done good by bringing 
“T. KE. P.” and others out of their shells. 


No; like the policeman’s, the Editor’s lot is not always “a happy 
one.” On the other hand, I have to thank the GAZETTE for pleasant 
introductions to anglers innumerable, and from all countries where 
angling is carried on. Every year adds to their number ; but it also 
sees many a friend depart to that bourne whence no angler 
returns. Let us all hope, when we meet on its banks, we shall have 


fewer bad days than most of us have had this year. 


St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, R. B. MARSTON, 
London, Dec. 20, 1887. Editor FISHING GAZETTE. 


I just add a P.S. (and, like those of the ladies—bless them !—it’s 
the most important item) to say that our readers assist us immensely 
by ordering such goods as they may want from firms who support us 
with their advertisements, and by mentioning where they saw the 
advertisement ; also by sending me the names of anglers they know 
who might become subscribers. 


Elsewhere will be found particulars of certain changes in connec- 
tion with the printing and publishing of the GAzETTH, changes 
which, I think, will conduce to increase the popularity of the paper, 
but which have not been made without regret at severing the long 
connection the GAZETTE has had with Messrs. Bradley and Co. and 
their excellent staff, who, we are glad to know, wish increasing 
prosperity to the paper they have now printed and published for so 
many years, and hope that some day the GAZETTE will return to the 
“old swim.” 








THE WARREN. 


By “THE AMATEUR ANGLER,” 
(Continued from page 368.) 


“THE WakREN,” I was told, is the great attraction of Folkestone ; so I made 
two separate attempts to find it. There are three Martello Towers on the 
cliffs to the east of Folkestone, and I was advised to make my way to Tower 
No. 1, where I should get a bird’s-eye view of the under cliff, which really ts 
The Warren, Naturally I made my way to the first Martello, on the east cliff, 
and there I supposed I was getting my bird’s-eye view, and I must say it was 
a terribly disappointing one. All I could see below me were some acres of 
broken landslip, covered with thick tufts of grass, and here and there a bramble 
bush ; looking eastward along the face of the cliffs there was little to be 
discerned but those cliffs apparently slanting more or less irregularly down to 
the sea. Surely, thought I, there must be something more here than meets the 
eye from this standpoint. I must explore. So down I went on to the irre- 
gular grassy tumps, which are not nice to walk over. Then I remembered that 
the place was celebrated for its wealth of natural history subjects—birds, 
insects, and fossils were to be found of the rarest and most interesting cha- 
racter. 

[I am not a naturalist, but being here in the very midst of these natural 
treasures, I immediately began poking about with my umbrella in the hope of 
something turning up ; but I am sorry to say nothing in particular did turn up, 

Of insects, I only came across a few black beetles and one green one, and some 
of those little scaly grubs, which, when you touch them, immediately convert 
themselves into round pills, which, if swallowed when in that convenient form, 
are said to be good for colds and asthma. Of molluscs, I discovered an immense 
number of good-sized snails, travelling about in the paths with their houses on 
their backs ; it was difficult to avoid treading on them, but there seemed to be 
no variety—they were all of one colour and size. ; 

These beetles and snails remind me of Charles Darwin, the first yolume of 
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whose life I have just got through. Whata delightful book it is!) I wonder if 
Darwin ever visited this curious place. Here he would probably have found 
that wonderful panageus crua-major which gave him so much delight in his 
youthful Cambridge days. As a proof of his zeal, he says: “I must. tell you 
what happened to me on the banks of the Cam in my early geological days. 
Under a piece of bark I found two carabi (rare beetles), and caught one in each 
hand, when, lo and behold! I saw a sacred panageus cruxz-major! I could not 
bear to give up either of my carabi, and to lose panugeus was out of the ques- 
tion ; so that, in despair, I gently seized one of the carabi between my teeth, 
when, to my unspeakable disgust and pain, the little inconsiderate beast squirted 
his acid down my throat, and I lost both panageus and carabi.” (“ Darwin’s 
Life,” Vol. II., p. 36.) ' 

Even if I had known a rare beetle from a common one, I doubt if my 
enthusiasm would have carried meso far. His letters, although mostly addressed 
to scientific men, are full of charming gossip about science, about his family and 
home, which reveal his character in such a genial, noble, and generous light that 
one cannot help revering and loving him. But how very small he makes one feel 
when one remembers that he spent eight years of his life in bringing his genius 
and rare powers to bear upon the dissection, analisation, and description (in 


two octavo volumes of over 1,100 pages) of the various kinds of cirripedia or . 


barnacles! No wonder that years before he had got through his self-imposed 
task he had come to hate the very name of barnacle. Amongst his discoveries in 
this direction, he says : “TJ got the curious case of a unisexual instead of a 
hermaphrodite cirripede, in which the female had the common cirripedal cha- 
racter, and in two valves of her shell she had two little pockets, in each of which 
she kept a little husband.” 

After this exhibition of immense toil and eager perseverance expended on a 
barnacle, being unscientific, one might be allowed to agree with old Lord 
Stanhope, whom, he says, “he liked very much, though he heartily abused 
geology and zoology, and said that describing species of birds and shells was all 
fiddle-faddle.” 

For some time I perseveringly poked about in this barren waste ; sometimes on 
soft, deceptive, clayey mould, which let me in over my boots. I found here and 
there a dirty puddle hole, with water spiders skimming along the surface. At 
last I had worked myself down to the shore. ‘ Here,” I thought, “ must be the 
El Dorado of fossils and shells. Now [shall easily fill my pockets.” But after 
half an hour’s search I had only picked up one thing, which looked like a small 
fossilised ram’s horn, curled round ; somehow it had a metallic look about it. 
I carried it in my pocket for some time, and then I threw itaway. I had my 
suspicions that my wife would pronounce it to be an old teapot lid ; still, it 
might have been a fossil ! 

T returned home, a good deal chagrined to find that the Folkestoneites should 
be proud of such a wretched bit of landslip, and I expostulated with my friend 
for sending me to suchaplace. He looked hurt and surprised. “Why! Where 
did you go?” said he. 

“To the first Martello Tower,” said I. 

“ Phew !” he whistled ; “why, you haven’t seen the Warren at all. The first 
Martello Tower is No. 3; I told you to go to No. 1, which is the third tower 
from here. They are numbered from the Dover side. You must have another 
try. Goto No.1,and you will there get a bird’s-eye view ; but even there 
you won't see much of the beauty of the place, and then go down to a funny 
little inn called “'The Warren Inn.” There you will find a path which will 
lead you down to a place where, if you have eyes to see, T think you will change 
your opinion of ‘‘ The Warren!” 


The next day, which happened to be fine and bright, but windy, I followed 
his direction, and this time I was landed safe in ‘The Warren,” and, hey ! what 
a place it is!—a mighty maze without any plan, “a wild, where weeds and 
flowers promiscuous grow,” and what a deception was practised on my perhaps 
rather dim eyesight, when yesterday I looked over to these. cliffs from the first 
(No. 3) Martello Tower! How could I have imagined that between the 
upper cliff and the shore there were great valleys. and -little hills and 
dales, many acres of good grassland, up and down which were scores 
of cattle grazing! The deception, at all events to old eyes, is caused 
by the sides of the various ravines facing the sea being mostly chalk 
cliffs, like the upper and lower cliffs, and one does not see that behind 
these various. facets whole valleys intervene —so that probably, if one 
were to measure from the top of the highest cliff, and take all the ups and 
downs till we get down to the sea, the width would in some places be nearly a 
mile ; whilst to look at the cliffs in front from the sea, you would suppose that 
two or three hundred yards at most would cover the ‘whole distance from the 
highest and widest part down to the water. 


I forgot all about botany, birds, insects, and fossils. I had enough to do to 
look after my footing, as I wandered in amazement at the unexpected scenes all 
the time opening up before me. They tell me there are about three miles in 
length of this remarkable undercliff: through which you can wander and wonder ; 
but I did not penetrate so far, for it is weary work—you cannot find ten yards 
of level walking in‘the whole place. It is all up and down, and it is quite 
impossible to go straight ahead ; there are no end of paths, and none of them 
lead anywhere. You follow one, and it brings you to the edge of a precipice ; 
you retrace your steps, and are tempted by another, which leads you down toa 
hole or asmall lake ; you pursue another, perhaps for 50yds. or so, and you find 
yourself stopped by brambles and thorn bushes, You hark back, and presently 
you come to the top of a deep cutting, at the bottom of which, 200ft. below, 
runs the prosaic train, darting like a rabbit from one tunnel-hole to another, as 
if it were ashamed to be seen in such a wild wilderness. 


Unfortunately, I was too early for wild flowers. Isaw nothing in bloom but 
the Guelder rose, and that was only just peeping out. ‘Here and there you 
come to covers of brambles, hawthorns, and various bushes, over which bryony, 
honesty, and other creepers have formed curious little bowers and covered path- 
ways, under which you can creep and get lost. 


The further one gets into this enchanting maze, the more curious it 
becomes. Take your stand on the top of. some small pinnacle; look 
around, and you may fancy you have got into a tiny, fairy Switzerland. 
Here you have peaks and mountains, rocks, ravines, lakes, precipices, pinnacles, 
and dells, and even avalanches are not wanting to complete the picture. I was 
loath to leave this tiny bit of England chipped and crumbled off.the old block ; 
but hoping some time or other to see and explore it more minutely and leisurely, 
Itore myself away. Turning homewards, I stumbled ona pretty little reptile 
about 18 inches long, the size of a dog-whip ; it was not an adder—I know those 
fellows too well. Isuppose it was a grass snake ; at all events, it seemed to be 
deaf and asleep, and it allowed me to take it upon the point of my umbrella ; 
but then it darted off over the tops of the long grass with the speed of a 
frightened trout—it certainly was nota slow worm. I venture to think that 
not one in a hundred of the casual visitors to Folkestone have seen, or even 
heard of, this pretty bit of Fairyland. 
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HOW TO MAKE CASTS OF FISH. 
By H. HERVEY ANDREWS, Reading. 
(Continued from page 381.) ; RRS 5 
THE PREPARATION AND COLOURING OF THE CAST. __.. 
THE cast, when separated from the matrices, should present, if the 
previous instructions on fish-casting have been carefully followed, a 
surface in which all the markings of the fish are well defined, and 
free from what are technically known as air blibs or holes. “If such 


is not the case, and there are a few unsightly spots, do not throw 
the cast away as beyond repair ; but by the aid of a little plaster, a 


small round camel-hair, or, still better, a red sable brush, and also | <i 


some water, proceed as follows :—Thoroughly wet the hole and sur- 
rounding part with water; then dip the brush first into the water 
and then lightly into the plaster. When you see that the plaster on the 
brush is saturated with water, carefully insert the plaster in the hole ; 
rinse the brush out as quickly as possible, and with it remove.any_ 
surplus plaster that remains, If this is done carefully there will 
not be any. marks to show that any repairs have been executed. The foregoing 
remarks also apply to any little pieces that may have been chipped off the cast 
in removing it from the mould, or damaged in any other way. The operator 
will be agreeably astonished at the improved appearance of his cast after half-an- 
hour’s overhauling. The mould marks, by which I mean the marks that show 
on the cast at the junction of the mould, should be carefully pared or scraped 
away, taking care not to destroy the outline of any scales, fins, &c., that may be 
in its way ; and here let me give the novice a word of caution and advice—viz., 
that when he is taking his cast from the mould, do not break or chip off the thin 
layer of plaster that lies on the edge of the mould, or the result will be that 
the layer will not only come away, but that it will bring away some small 
portion of the cast with it ; but go round with the knife, say, about one thirty- 
secondth of an inch away from the cast with a light hand, but with enough 
pressure to separate the film, which can then be removed without danger. © 
Do not mind a little trouble in the small details, as it will save time, disap- 
pointment, and, perhaps, temper afterwards. The cast now being ready for 
colouring, it remains to be decided in what medium the colouring shall be 
done. Oil, no doubt, is by far the best ; but for those who prefer water? 
colours a few hints are appended. I should have mentioned that it is as well 
to take a water-colour drawing of the original fish, if there is any difficulty to 
procure a fresh specimen to colour from. The copy should be taken before the 
cast is taken, as the process destroys the delicate tints of colour in the fish, .- 


IMPLEMENTS AND MATERIALS. 


The implements and materials necessary for water-colouring are few and 
simple, some of which are always at hand—viz., afew odd saucers or plates to do 
duty instead of ordinary palettes, an ordinary penknife, some solution of gumarabic, 
prushés, and colours. The quality of the brushes is, in my opinion, a very important 
factor in doing good work. Camel-hair, sable, and hog-hair are all used ; but 
the brown sable is by far the best brush for water-colours. They can be pro- 
cured in sizes varying according to the quills they are inserted in, from the 
small crow’s up to the swan’s or eagle’s. I have seen the best cast ruined by 
using a camel-hair brush—the hair so soon wears away and falls out, thus stick- 
ing to the work, giving it a most unsightly appearance. The colours to be 
procured (moist ones in the tubes are preferable) will have to be decided on ; 
but a simple palette is the best. Those who have a long purse can procure from 
the artists’ colourman an endless variety of tints; but it is much more. satis- 
factory with the primary colours—red, yellow, blue, some white and black—to be 
able almost to make any tint we may desire. I do not say that every shade of 
colour can be made from the small list I have given. Science has added so many 
beautiful colours to the artists’ palette that effects can be made which were 
almost undreamt of a few years ago. Still, some of these pretty tints require 
a knowledge of their basis, as chemical changes sometimes take place when they 
are mixed one with another. ee ; 

In colouring with water-colours, do not put on too decided a tint at first, till 
you thoroughly know the power of your colour, but use thin washes, gradually 
strengthening the tone till the effect sought after is gained. When finished to 
satisfaction, allow time to dry, and the parts that may be glossy may be gone 
over with a coat of the gum arabic solution. Some hints on the mixing of 
colours are given in the instructions in colouring in oil-colours below. 


COLOURING IN OIL. 


For colouring casts of fish, oil is no doubt the best medium, as it works better ; 
and what is also a great boon to amateurs, allows alterations to be made and 
mistakes rectified which is almost impossible in water. Brushes, again, are of 
the first importance, red sable and fine hog-hair tools being the best. Flat 
brushes, I think, are preferable to the round ones, but that the artist must 
decide for himself. The colours are to be procured in tubes, and the same 
remark applies.as in water-colours, about. the simple palette. The. quality of 
the colours is, however, a matter of moment. It is an invidious thing to 
mention names of artists’ colourmen when so many are excellent, but I have 
used Rowney’s colours for many years and found them first-rate. Some pale 
drying oil, linseed oil, turpentine, and driers are also required. The driers can 
be had in the form of sugar of lead or sacrum. itt: 

The cast having been trimmed, and any deficiency made good, put itina 
warm place to thoroughly dry. Any attempt to depart from this rule, or to 
paint on partly dry plaster, will entail a failure. The moisture will be sure to 
come out and cause the paint to peel or scale off, leaving a most unsightly 
object. Y 

The cast now being dry beyond any doubt, pour out into a suitable vessel 
some of the pale drying oil; warm it by placing it on the hob or any other 
handy way, and at the same time warm the cast. When the oil is fairly hot, 
brush the cast over with it some half-dozen times, and do not be sparing of the 
oil, as it will soak into the cast time after time, but at last a little will remain 
on the surface. When such is the case, place the cast down carefully for the 
remaining oil to dry in, and begin to get your colours ready for use. They 
should be thinned out with the oil and turps, using about two-thirds oil and 
one-third of turpentine, and also adding a little of the drying medium. It is 
better to do with as little of the sugar of lead as possible, as it has _a tendency 
to darken with age. There are some colours, however, that absolutely need 
some medium to make them dry—such as mauve, vandyke brown, gamboge, 
and others that the artist’s experience alone will teach. Having now set the 
palette with the colours that are likely to be required, begin’ by laying on the 
light tints first, using plenty of the oil medium to allow the paint to sink in, 
and in a measure stain the cast. Use, as in water-colours, weak tints first, as 
they can be strengthened afterwards. . _. fil deutd se HG SLOLetsene 
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_ The pearly-white and grey tints can be made by mixing in varying propor- 
tions zine white, cobalt, and black. The transverse bars of bronze-green that 
help to make the perch such a lovely object can be imitated by gamboge, 
cobalt, and indigo, and so on, ad infinitum ; but this the colourist will find out 
for himself by a little patience and experiment. 

After putting on the lighter colours, proceed to tint the eyes and fins, using a 
thin coat of transparent colour, so that there may be no heavy, stony look. And 
this is another most important rule, to observe that the ground on which trans- 
parent or semi-transparent colours are laid should be always lighter than the 
colour laid on. If such were not the case, the ground colour would predominate, 
and the transparent colour. lose its effect. After tinting the eyes, &c., proceed 
to put in the darker shades, using indigo and black, witha slight tinge of yellow. 
If there is a well-defined line between the light and dark part, take care to de- 
lineate it with decision ; but if, on the other hand, the colours kave a tendency 
to blend, get a round badger hair-brush, and with it soften and blend the two 
colours together. If done well, it will be almost impossible to see where the 
one colour ends and the other begins. 

In putting on a second, and, if necessary, a third coat of paint, take care not 
to fill up the fine markings of the cast, for nothing looks worse than a good cast 
spoiled by the paint being put on in thick, heavy layers. In a picture this, 
perhaps, would be admissible ; but in a cast, the object is to keep all its details 
m relief as much as is possible, compatible with a perfect covering of colour. 

_When the cast is as near like our specimen fish or water-coloured sketch as it is 

possible to make it, lay it by for a day or so, and any places where the paint has 
been absorbed by the plaster must be retouched again with the required tints, 
but using more turpentine and less oil in the operation, Leave for another 
day or two, when if there are no more retouchings required, give it a coat 
of best French oil varnish, thinned out with about -one-third of turpentine 
to two-thirds of varnish. 

There is another varnish, which is far superior to the above ; but it requires 
some little skill in its use. It is the Diamond Negative Varnish, made by New- 
man ; it has the merit of giving ita less glossy surface than the French oil, and 
does not remain tacky or sticky, but dries with a nice hard surface. It is sold 
by most dealers in photographic apparatus. The object to be varnished requires 
to be warm, and a thin coat of the varnish is then applied quickly with a soft 
brush. The cast must also be warm, or the varnish will have a tendency to 
“bloom” or go on with a milky appearance. A few trials on some object that 
is of little value will soon enable one to overcome any little trouble they may 
at first experience. 

I trust that the information imparted in this and the preceding article will 
enable anyone to make a cast and also to colour it successfully. There is no 
doubt that a few small failures will result in the initial attempts; but I hope 
it will only make the amateur more earnest to reach perfection. 





ON THE HAUNTS OF THE GRAYLING: ANGLING CHAT. 
By ‘“ LIMPUS.” 
(Continued from p. 354.) 


CHAT THE SECOND.—THE SOUTHERN, OR HANTS AND WILTS 
DISTRICT. 


“THE district lying between the Cotswold Hills and the English 
Channel, as I think I have already told you,” said I to my friend, 
as we resumed our chat on the distribution of grayling in England 
on the second occasion, ‘is drained by several streams of more 
or less importance, which ultimately empty themselves into the 
latter.” 

“Yes,” he replied, ‘‘and the one you defined as the first, or Southern 
District —let us go into that to-night, and leave the others for future 
consideration.” 

“Well,” I replied, ‘‘the chief stream, as I said. was the Avon. This is on the 
south-western or Wilts side of the district, and it has its source in the hills to 
the east of Devizes. Coming by Salisbury Plain, you will find it passes Salis- 
bury and Fordingbridge and enters the county of Hants, and finally empties 
into the channel at Christchurch. Near Salisbury it receives the Wyley and 
the Nadder after they have become united. The Wyley rises by Warminster 
at the base of the Clay hills, and passes Heytesbury and Wilton, and the Nadder 
rises in what is called Cranbourne Chase. Besides these on the eastern or Hants 
side of the Cotswold are the Test and the Itchen, two pretty considerable 
streams, and both well known. The first named rises near Whitchurch, and 
passing\Stockbridge and Romsey enters Southampton Water at Redbridge ; 
whilst the latter finds a source near Itchen Stoke, passes Winchester, and enters the 
same estuary at Northam. The Test has a tributary called the Anton, which is 
first a brook near Amport, and also another stream rising at King’s Hensham, 
and joining it at Testcombe Bridge, and the Lockesley, which runs in at 
Dunbridge. All these streams except the Nadder contain grayling, but 
chiefly in their upper reaches. On the Avon they are to be found, more or 
less, during its whole course from Devizes to Christchurch ; but as it 
becomes deep and sluggish, and more or less abounds with pike below 
Fordingbridge, the grayling become few and far between, and are all but 
absent. At Sopley there are, however, plenty ; while, again, at Ringwood, a 
few miles higher up, they are scarce. About Salisbury, also, the grayling are 
numerous, as they are in the Wyley, which joins the Avon ; but in the Nadder, 
as I have said, there are none, which is very singular, and they disappear in the 
Wyley a few miles above Wilton. Between Salisbury and Amesbury the 
grayling are scarce ; but from the latter place they are plentiful up to Devizes. 
On the Test the grayling lie chiefly about Stockbridge, where the celebrated 
Houghton Club have their waters ; but they are found more or less numerous 
all the way from Andover to Romsey, and there are many grayling in the Anton, 
On the Itchen the fish lie chiefly about and below Winchester, and by Twyford, 
Bambridge, and to Bishopstoke. The character of the country through which 
these streams run is very diversified. In some places it is hilly, where the water 
flows rapidly ; in others nearly flat, where the streams are slack andslow. This 
latter is very much the case with the Test. North Wilts is mainly a fertile 
district, with an undulating surface from the foot of the Cotswold to Salisbury 
Plain. It was formerly a great forest, and is even now well wooded, and in the 
vales the pasturage is rich and vegetation luxuriant. Salisbury Plain occupies 
the centre of the county, and it is on the eastern side of this that the Avon of 
which we are speaking runs. The upper portion of Hampshire is covered by a 
chalky soil—thin and light, but luxuriant ; but the district traversed by the Test 
and the Itchen, and by the lower portion of the Avon, is so varied that it 
may be said to embrace all sorts of country. It contains highland and lowland, 
barren land and fertile, open country and wooded ; downs, heaths, moors 
forests, and chases, bleak and uninteresting here, romantic and of unrivalle 


beauty there ; ‘and mines and manufactories are only wanting to make up the 
full catalogue of the most notorious of English geological features.” 
_ “Really, it is a most interesting country,” said my friend ; “ how does it stand 
in respect of other points of interest? You have mentioned Salisbury Plain ; 
this is one of the most remarkable remnants of Druidical times we have, and 
everybody knows of it, so we need not discuss that. What other features does 
this district present ?” 
‘From an antiquarian and archeological point of view,’ said I, “it is, per- 

haps, the most interesting in the whole of England ; besides Salisbury, you 
will remember, I have mentioned Wilton and Winchester, two other places 
that have played great parts in the building up of the country’s history. 
The course of the Itchen and the Avon is particularly attractive in this 
respect. On their banks lie the scenes of sanguinary battles, formidable 
sieges, and cruel investments. The vales are rich in monastic remains, the 
towns still bear traces of their old-day splendour and magnificence, and 
everywhere there are attractions for the student as well as the angler. 
Winchester, on the Itchen, as you will know, is particularly rich in interest. 
There you are taken back to the most ancient times, when the Romans, in the 
reign of Claudius, not only made it one of their most important stations, but 
are-believed to have built temples to Apollo and to the Goddess of Concord 
before the early Christians raised on their sites their more modern and magni- 
ficent tabernacles. At this place we have fairly good proofs of its being the 
birthplace of Christianity on this island, for, in the second century, it is be- 
lieved to have been the home of Lucius, a petty prince, and a descendant of the 
great Caractacus, who not only introduced this religion to Britain, but founded 
a see and erected a cathedral, which was subsequently destroyed at the Diocle- 
sian persecutions. Winchester was not only the metropolis of the southern 
kingdom in the early days, but it had its parliaments ; and laws were promul- 
gated therefrom which had important influences on civilisation, and the remnants 
of which are almost still existing in Winchester ells, Winchester bushels, and Win- 
chester quarts! Of the cathedral of Winchester I need say nothing ; its history 
is too well known and too full of interest to be dealt with to-night. Nor 
need I tell you of the scarcely less interesting relics to be found 
elsewhere in the town, nor of the once-famous hospital of St. Cross, nor of the 
still existing remains of Hyde Abbey. Rich, however, as this district about the 
Ttchen grayling swims is, it scarcely compares with those of the Avon, where we 
have historical features, not only at Christchurch on the estuary, but con- 
tinuously up stream to Downton and Devizes. Old Sarum, two miles from 
Salisbury, is dear indeed to the ecclesiastic and the archeologist in more ways 
than that of architectural relics ; for did it not exercise its influence on the 
religious tendency of the country in a most remarkable degree? So also did 
New Sarum, or Salisbury itself, and I could spend hours and hours with you 
relating the features of interest connected with the antiquities. At Wilton, also, 
three miles from Salisbury, on the Wyley, we have another place tracing its 
history back into the dark past, where its rise and early fame are lost in age and 
obscurity. It, like Winchester, was the seat of early kings and ancient British 
princes, and in Saxon days it posed as the capital of the West Saxon dominions. 
Wilton Abbey is among the most famed of the old religious institutions, and its 
magnificence and importance was enormous until the great fall of the sixteenth 
century. At Amesbury, seven miles from Salisbury, there was another fine old abbey, 
which, we are told, before the same disastrous time became one of the richest in 
England. At Downton, antiquaries tell vs King John had a palace ; but the 
remains of it seem to have passed away, or nearly so. At Devizes, however, 
there are the remains of a fine old castle, where the pugnacious and warlike early 
bishops of Salisbury defended themselves—notably the great Roger, whom 
Stephen unsuccessfully attempted to dislodge. The course of the ‘Test, how- 
ever, is by no means so rich in historical remains. It is dear, nevertheless, to all 
lovers of the angle, from a modern historical point of view, and because of its 
richness in angling reminiscence. The only place on it which can boast of a 
monkish relic of importance is Rumsey, or Romsey, where there was an Abbey 
of Benedictine nuns, said to have been founded by Edgar, and of which Mary, 
the daughter of Stephen, was an abbess. The course of the Test, however, as 
I have said, has other and perhaps little less interesting attractions, but with 
these I think we need not now detain ourselves.” 


“ Don’t you think the almost entire absence of monastic remains on the banks 
of the Test is a little remarkable? I had always associated the existence of 
grayling on a stream with a close connection to monasteries, from the fact that 
I have always believed they were a very favourite fish with the old monks, who 
so often feasted whilst they fasted.” 

“T do,” saidI ; ‘‘I think this hiatus in the distribution of monastic institu- 
tions on the Test in its bearings on the distribution of grayling is quite as 
remarkable as the hiatus which I mentioned Dr. Hamilton drew attention to 
in Scotland and Ireland bearing on the same subject.” 

“Why so?” 

“ Well,” I replied, ‘‘ grayling, we are told, are not indigenous to the Test. 
Whatever may have been the case with the Itchen and the Avon, we have infor- 
mation of their being put there at a time when none previously existed so far 
as we know, and not put there by monks, as we have some reason to believe was 
the case with some of the other grayling streams. However, I do not intend to 
now question whether grayling are, or are not, indigenous to the lichen and 
Avon ; what I want to point out to you is a very curious fact, and there for the 
present leave it. Sir Humphrey Davey, in his ‘Salmonia,’ which he first pub- 
lished about 1828, says :—‘ When I first knew this stream twenty years ago 
there were no grayling init. A gentleman brought some from the Avon, and 
introduced them into the river at Longstock.’ This place is about two miles 
above Stockbridge. ‘They were for two or three years,’ he adds, ‘ very abundant 
in that part of the river ; but they gradually descended, and though they multi- 
plied greatly there are now scarcely any above Stockbridge.’ Speaking again of 
the time at which he wrote, he said: ‘There were, four years ago, many in 
the river just below ; but this year there are very few there, and the great pro- 
portion that remains is found below Houghton.’ There is very little doubt Sir 
Humphrey knew what he was writing about as regards the Test, whatever we 
may think about him as an authority on other matters, for he was personally 
well acquainted with this locality. Mr. Francis also tell us, in his ‘ Book on 
Angling,’ that formerly they were few in the Test; but, ‘at the Houghton 
Fishery, formerly belonging to the celebrated Stockbridge Club, thanks to the 
encouragement extended to them by the proprietor, Dr. Wickham, they now 
abound.’ There are, however, grayling much higher than either Stockbridge or 
Longstock, At Testcombridge there are some, and also in the Anton, which 
here runs into the Test. The water is well preserved, and strangers have not 
much chance of fishing. Above there are some capital trout ; but grayling are 
scarce, and at Overton there are grayling, Above Whitchurch, again, there is 
a club with good trout and grayling, and at Chilbottom also there are trout 
and a few grayling. At Leckford grayling are found in small quantities, and 
it is below here where the fish were first introduced. The reason for the 
fish going down the stream, to my mind, is not, as has been argued, their natural 
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nsity for doing so, but rather owing to the sluggish state of the water. 
a pape as alin’ are preserved by a club. The Houghton water, 
however, is the most celebrated. ‘The mill pools at H oughton are full of huge 
grayling, perhaps the best in England, and certainly it is the best stretch on 
theriver. At Romsey there are a fair quantity of grayling, and the water is 
ell preserved.” \ 
ast Where are the best waters of the Avon?” asked my friend. 

‘« About Fordingbridge, I should say,” I replied. The fishing there used to 
be excellent, and especially on the Breamore Shallows, lying between that 
place and Downton. Higher up, near Salisbury, the grayling are of very fine 
quality, and afford good sport, and so, also, are those found in the Wyley, about 
Wilton ; but all the best swims are strictly preserved, and, whatever it may 
be now, a day’s angling was difficult to procure. At Sopley, a few miles above 
Christchurch, grayling are to be caught, and restrictions there are not quite so 
close.” 

‘And what about the swims of the Itchen?” wt 

“On the Itchen grayling seem to exist chiefly below Winchester, and it is 
rather curious to note that for a long distance here the Dean and Chapter have 
an ancient right of fishery, as have also Winchester College and Magdalen 
College, Oxford, which are still exercised. Between Winchester and Bishop- 
stoke are some excellent fish. ‘The waters are well preserved, and angling is 
difficult to obtain, except near to Bishopstoke, where, I believe, there is half a 
mile of free water near the church. There are also a good many grayling about 
Twyford, and the Itchen Valley fishery just below Twyford is reckoned among 
the best on theriver. The river is well stocked with trout over its whole length, 
and affords very good sport indeed; but, as I told you before, we are talking 
chiefly of grayling.” fire 

“Yes, Tam only anxious about grayling just now, and from what you have 
said this is a most interesting country to visit.” 

“Tnteresting as it may be,” said I, “I confess I do not think it is so very 
exceptional. As I have always said, the grayling haunts are among the choicest 
places of interest the angler can find. It is too late to go further into the com- 
parison, so there we will leave it, and next time turn our attention to some other 
district.” 

“With pleasure,” replied my friend, and taking his hat he went. 








THE MANCHESTER ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL DINNER; FISH-HATCHING AT THE MANCHESTER 
WATERWORKS. 


THE ninth annual dinner of the Manchester Anglers’ Association 
took place on Tuesday evening in the Grand Hotel, under the pre- 
sidency of Mr. Charles Estcourt. The vice-chairs were occupied 
by Mr. J. A. Hutton and the Rev. C. P. Roberts. Amongst the 
guests were Councillor Cardwell, Messrs. W. I. Chadwick, honorary 
secretary of the Manchester Photographic Society; T. E. Pritt, 
secretary of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association ; Robert Neill, jun., 
T. Broderick, John Farrell, A. Bond, John Muirhead, Webber 
Cochrane, W. Goldthorpe, William Chadwick, and Dr. Mullen. 
After the usual loyal toasts, 

Mr. David Reid proposed “The President and Council.” He said that 
although the streams in the immediate vicinity of Manchester were entirely 
void of fish, nevertheless the anglers of this city knew where good fishing was 
to be obtained, and he believed that one of the most pleasant and profitable 
places for angling in this country was the headquarters of the association at 
Horton. He went on to deal with the humorous, literary, and scientific aspect 
of the Anglers’ Association. He was pleased to find the association in such a 
favourable and flourishing condition, which he believed was the result of per- 
severance and hard work on the part of those members to whom his toast 
referred. 

The President, in responding, gave a short account of the history of the 
association. He said that seven anglers of this city met on May 6, 1878, now 
nearly ten years ago. The number of members was to be limited to fifty, and 
so prosperous was the association that within one year the first list of members 
contained the full number of names. So popular had the society become that 
in a few years, to keep the numbers within reasonable limits, the subscription 
was increased and an entrance fee added. This eventually gave it the funds to 
carry out the objects of the society to their full extent—viz., ‘‘ The promotion 
of meetings of anglers and those interested in the preservation, cultivation, or 
natural history of fish.’ The speaker then proceeded to show how the views of 
the society had been carried out, and how successful they had been in stocking 
waters with fish hatched in their own hatching house at Horton. Nor did the 
society confine its help to its own immediate circle. It is more than probable 
that important results may flow from the action of the Manchester Corporation 
in connection with fish-hatching. This work, taken up at the suggestion of a 
member of our association, in 1884, has had marvellous results. ‘his year, in 
company with another member of our association, I journeyed with the British 
Association to the Manchester Waterworks system, We saw their fish-hatching 
house, in which 250,000 ova could easily be hatched. Better still, in the small 
reservoirs adjacent to the house, we saw large numbers of trout leaping out of 
the water at the natural flies which were over it. No doubt all the reservoirs 
are equally well stocked, and, if so, I cannot but feel the result may be pro- 
ductive of great pleasure to many of our Manchester ratepayers who have a 
taste for the gentle art. The corporation have at Audenshaw, near Gorton, 
immense reservoirs, varying from 70 to 100 acres each in area, the fishing rights 
of which belong to them. The fishing rights of Thirlmere also belong to them. 
This was not the case with the Woodhead system, as the fishing belonged to the 
original owners of the land. I think it is possible, at no distant date, if proper 
representations are made to our corporation, that each ratepayer whose tastes 
lie in this direction may be permitted to purchase a yearly ticket at a small fee, 
after giving, as in the case of the lending libraries, two references. The fishing, 
in my opinion, should be restricted to the fly or other artificial bait, so that no 
possible question of pollution could arise. As all are aware, fly-fishing is not a 
patent right of the wealthy ; it 1s only the opportunity that they exclusively 
enjoy. ‘hat this is no innovation may be judged by the fact that Stalybridge, 
Ashton-under-Lyne, and Oldham have, in connection with their several water- 
works, been for some years hatching fish and stocking their reservoirs. Bolton, 
Macclesfield, and Rochdale—the latter town in consequence of a report upon 
water pollution written for the Manchester corporation in 1884—have stocked 
their reservoirs with trout, and all six towns permit angling in their reservoirs 
under proper regulations. In conclusion the president alluded briefly to the 
literary side of the association, to the many interesting papers that had been 
read at their monthly meetings, to the success which the volumes of their 
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Angler's Evenings had met with among the public at large, and to the poetical, 
humorous, and illustrative talents of many of their members. 

Mr. John Farrell proposed ‘‘ The Manchester Anglers’ Association.” 

Mr. Thomas Harker responded. He said that the past history of the associa- 
tion had been an extremely pleasant one, and if the past was any indication of 
the future they had indeed a good future before them. To those present who 
had not already had an opportunity of visiting their fishing ground he gaye a 
cordial invitation for them to do so. 

Mr. Charles F. Brenan proposed “ Our Guests.” 

Mr. Pritt, author of ‘Yorkshire Flies” and angling correspondent of the 
Yorkshire Post, in responding, spoke of the jollity and humour connected with 
the pursuit of angling ; and took that opportunity of tendering his personal 
thanks to the association for the pleasure he had received at their hands, and for 
the elevation they had conferred upon a noble recreation. They were still very 
much in the dark as to some of the scientific problems of angling ; but he be- 
lieved that if the associations of this country were to take up the scientific ques- 
tions, in a manner similar to that in which the Manchester Association had 
done, they might in a few years derive some knowledge that would be of great 
advantage. 

Mr. J. A, Hutton proposed “The Ladies,” to which Mr. W. H. Collier 
responded, ina song. Mr. W. Goldthorpe proposed “ The Vice-Presidents,” and 
they having responded, Mr. E. G. Simpson proposed a vote of thanks to the 
vocalists. In reply, Mr. Norris made a musical addition to the programme. 
Between the toasts a number of songs and duets were given by Messrs. Collier, 
Bond, and Dr. Mullen, Mr. Harold Woolley accompanying on the piano. The 
proceedings were carried out with great enthusiasm and enjoyment. 





ANGLING FOR BREAM, 
(Concluded from p. 382.) 


WiTH reference to the letter that appeared on the above subject 
by Henry Cafferata, I perceive that your correspondents have made 
it quite unnecessary for ;me to make any further reply, as to the 
object and use of the bit of match tied on the line to insure a “ tight 
strike,” and the other matter of landing fish with the right or left 
hand,—it would be merely wasting your valuable space were I to 
repeat them. 

Iam quite certain that bream, like most other fish, often prefer a moving 
bait, for on several occasions when I have been ledgering with the worm, witl.- 
out any apparent reason they have gone off biting, and for a change I have put 
on a pelican quill that would take, say, five or six No. 4 shots, and allowed the 
bait to travel gently down, when I have again been successful. I have long 
since come to the conclusion that though bream (“ Old Admirals,” for instance), 
like tench, are wonderfully fond of taking their food off the bottom in a per- 
pendicular position—that is to say, with their tails as straight up as possible— 
they often prefer a moving or travelling bait, and the same remark applies to 
perch. It is just possible bream, having more time to inspect a stationary bait, 
may have a vague suspicion everything is not exactly right ; for I do not believe 
they are quite such fools as they look, though 1 have committed considerable 
slaughter amongst them, but this has generally been in a slow rise of water and 
when it has been slightly discoloured. 

Forsaken. Spots—Another peculiarity I have noticed both in the Trent and 
Thames: There are holes and eddies to be found where 99 strangers out of every 
100 would try for bream ; but for some reason or other, on which I do not care 
to venture an opinion—I should very likely be wrong if I did—bream, though 
they have been caught there in great numbers in days of yore, in all probability 
never will be again. I cannot understand it, for if you saw these places you 
would pronounce them most “ breamy”-looking ; but you must have seen such 
places. 

Another peculiarity : I say if you hear of a large take of bream—say, lewt.— 
do not go without your breakfast to get down on the following morning at day- 
break expecting a terrific haul. I say don’t ; for you may interview the lucky 
captors and obtain all the information you think necessary. The water may be 
precisely the same ; you may fish the same depth, use the same bait ; more, 


ish with the same tackle—but never take a fish ; in fact, not even obtain a touch. 


I may be wrong; but my opinion is that they have all cleared out in a 
body, headed probably by the leading fish, precisely the same as a flock of 
wild geese is led by a single bird. I have often noticed them flying over at an 
immense height in the shape of the letter Y. I have known anglers—in fact, 
it was done last sammer both on the Trent and Thames—groundbait with 
3,000 or 4,000 worms after a similar exodus; and I think you will agree with 
me, Mr. Editor, that when angling for bream under these circumstances 
further comment is unnecessary. I wish you, Mr. Editor, and my old friend 
“H.C.” in particular, and all your readers in general, “ A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.” 





A FISHING TALE FOR FISHERMEN. 


Some few years since a retired doctor from London came to reside a few miles 
from Torrington, and frequently I fished with him, and often took back a good 
basket of trout or peal, and now and then a salmon, and very kind he always 
treated me, and often I have dined with him at his own table. When I have 
been having good sport, he would say, “I will give you a sovereign to tell me 
what oils you use.” Now, although kind to me, he would never give one of 
his men any of our lunch, saying they could get plenty to eat and drink when 
they got home. One day he was out with his keeper, Rose, a Somersetshire 
man, over six foot, rawboned, and very crooked about the legs and shoulders. 
I called him the coal-black rose, he was so dark. He often got a nip from my 
flask. Now, this very hot day the master was fishing, and there was no sport, 
so he was very tired, and he sat down and called, “ Rose.” “Yes, sor.” “f 
will take my lunch.” “ Yes, sor.” So, after lunch and a good rest, he began 
fishing again, and at last said, ‘‘Rose, the trout won't bite.” Says Rose, “ Oh, 
dommin, sir, if they were half so hungered as I be, they would bite like the 
devil was in ’em.” PRACTICAL ANGLER, 





A REPRODUCTION in monochrome of acrayon study by Mr. Frank Miles will form 
the frontispiece to the January number of Cassell’s Magazine. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS,—Teachings of Experience.—The united testimony of thousands, extending 
over more than forty years, most strongly recommend these Pills as the be:t purifiers, the mildest 
aperients, and the surest restoratives. ‘[hey never prove delusive, or give merely temporary relief, but 
attack all ailments of the stomach, lungs, heart, head, and bowels in the only safe and legitimate way, 
by depnrating the blood, and so eradicating those impurities which are the source and constituent of 
almost every disease. Their medicinal efficacy is wonderful in renovating enfeebled constitutions. 
Their action embraces all that is desirable in a household medicine, They expel every noxious and 
effete matter; and thus the strength is nurtured and the energies stimulated. 
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PIKEING PRECEPTS. 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE, 
By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 375.) 


ON the Surrey side of the Thames, just below Laleham Ferry, are 
large beds of reeds and bulrushes, about which is deep water, and 
some nice “ lay-byes,”’ where I have known many fine jack to be 
caught. The fishing is fairly good also, all along the outside of 
these “flams” ; and now that weeds are almost entirely rotted and 
carried away by frosts and floods, this is a nice length of water to 
fish with a live-bait on “snap-tackle.” 

_As there has been of late some discussion in the FisHinc GAzerre on the 
killing qualities of various kinds of “pike-snaps,” it may be as well to describe 
those which are reliable, and among the best that pike-anglers can use. 

The ‘“ Pennell-snap” consists of a triangle composed of two No. 12 round- 
bend hooks, to which is brazed laterally a smaller hook very short in its shank ; 
an adjustable single hook to slide on the gimp is put through the base of bait’s 
back fin ; the small lateral hook is placed either in the gristle of pectoral fin, 
or under the outside skin. This tackle is a capital modification of the old 
“saddle-snap,” and can be obtained of C. Farlow and Co., 191, Strand; or at 
B. Bambridge’s, Eton-on-Thames. 

The “snaps” most in favour among “pike-anglers” are those known as 
“Jardine’s snap-tackle.” They consist of two triangles bound on 12in. of 
copper gimp of medium stoutness, the end one being made of two No. 11 round- 
bend hooks, and one No. 2 (or a size smaller) brazed together ; the small hook 
is to be placed in the live-bait’s pectoral fin ; or, better still, the top corner of 
its gill-cover. The top triangle is bound on 2hin. above the other, and is com- 
posed of two No. 11 hooks, and one the same size, but much shorter in the 
shank, all brazed together ; the short hook is put quite through the base of bait’s 
dorsal fin, the other hooks lie close to the bait’s side. 

These “snaps” are made in two or three sizes ; but Iam perfecting a triangle 
which, in a few days, will be brought out as “ Jardine’s special pike-snap.” Mine 
is excellent tackle for ‘“ paternostering,” when pike—out of mere “ devilry ”— 
seize the bait, carrying it crossways, and not turning it head first into their 
mouth ; in such cases, paternostering with a single hook through the bait’s lips 
is useless. On one occasion last winter, when Mr. Marston was my companion, 
pike were in this capricious mood. We could see the fish in the clear water 
take our pater-baits, and swim about, sometimes shaking, but not turning them ; 
and this continued without our hooking any, for on striking, the single lip-hook 
broke away, leaving our baits with the pike, until we shifted to a “ pater- 
triangle” in the bait’s dorsal fin. After that, we did not fail hooking the pike, 
and at the close of the day had madea splendid catch of handsome fish. 

It is best always to use gut traces. Salmon-gut is strong enough to kill any 
pike that swim ; it is better to slightly stain it, and Stevens’s blue-black ink, 
diluted with an equal quantity of water, in which the gut should be immersed 
for three or four hours, dyes it exactly the colour required. 

All along the “reach” of the Thames, past Borough Head, and on to Chertsey 
Weir, jack-fishing used to be “ respectable ” in two senses of the phrase—i.e., for 
the fair-sized fish caught, and their being captured by legitimate angling ; but 
nowadays, “ trailing” is much in fashion with “ butterfly ” fishermen, who in the 
summer and early autumn months, row leisurely up stream on those parts 
within easy distance of London, the number of boats making the river as 
crowded as a high road. Two or three lines, with “spinning baits ” attached to 
them, trailing behind, and the “ baby-jack” caught, makes the sport. What a 
pity it should be so considered. 

Immense numbers of immature fish are in this way slaughtered every year, to 
the great injury of the pike-fishing in our metropolitan river. I would have it 
made illegal to catch jack in the Thames less than 3lb. weight or earlier than 
August 15th, by which time pike have recovered from spawning, weeds have 
grown apace, and the fish are in consequence protected against “trailing,” and 
such unsportsmanlike practices. 

Having passed Chertsey Lock, the angler should punt back the short distance 
to the weir-pool, which he will find good pike water ; and especially where the 
Abbey Stream rejoins the river, at the top corner of the pool, some nice jack 
are usually to be found. 

The weir is famous for large trout, and the many grand specimens caught by 
Mr. Jas. Forbes, of Chertsey Bridge, notably one of 15lb. weight ; also an 
exceedingly handsome 12lb. fish by Mr. Robt. King, April 9th, 1879; and 
many more of great size by other gentlemen angling there. A moribund trout 
of 22lb, weight was some years ago taken out of this part of the river, and sent 
to Frank Buckland the naturalist, who pronounced it to be a true Thames 
fario. The swift stream from the pool under the right-hand bank is a cele- 
brated place for barbel, nor is it an uncommon occurrence to catch a fine trout 
there when “ legering” for Barbus-vulgaris—an event which happened to myself 
a few years since “ barbelling” with lobworms one August afternoon, when I 
caught an 83lb. trout—rather ignominious for so nice a fish to end his career 
with a dose of “lobeliu,’ as a “ medico-angler” friend of mine well known and 
respected by “The Piscatorials” might remark. 

The Chertsey Bridge Hotel offers first-rate accommodation to anglers, and the 
registered fishermen of the district are W. Galloway, T. Taylor, sen. and jun., 
L. Hackett, J. Poulter, and H. Parss ; also Jas. Haslett, sen., and J. Haekett, 
jan., of Dockett Point, a mile below the bridge. 

The town of Chertsey—a pleasant walk of about half a mile from the river— 
is a place of great antiquity. 

Its abbey was founded a.p. 666—7.e., coeval with the conversion of the 
Saxons—by Erkenwald, the first abbot of Chertsey, and afterwards Bishop of 
London. 

About the year 840 the Danes (who had previously made many piratical 
excursions to the eastern coasts)* ascended the Thames as far as Chertsey, 
pillaged and burnt the abbey, murdered its abbot, Beocca, and the monks to the 
number of ninety. It was rebuilt during King Edgar’s reign (958—975), and 
sobaaiiently grew to be one of the wealthiest and most powerful abbeys in the 

ingdom. 

Here were received the remains of King Henry VI., which two years after- 
wards were re-interred at Windsor; and at the general dissolution of 
monasteries, &c., by Henry VIII, its rich possessions were given to the abbey 
of Bisham. 

Some small portions of the walls and a gateway—also the graveyard (now a 





* About A.D. 770 the Danes, or North-men, in a piratical excursion upon the 
coast, pursued their depredations up the Thames and the river Darent, as far as 
Dartford, where they rayaged the priory, ravished the nuns, murdered Edgitha, 
the prioress, and destroyed the establishment. The invaders were defeated 
hy Offa, the same year, Vide European Magazine, LYI,, p. 360, 
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garden)—and some stew-ponds, where the monks kept good store of fish, are 
the only remains of buildings which once covered an extent of four acres. 
That those “holy men” looked well after their own creature comforts, we may 
glean from many ancient monastic records, and Chaucer says— 


“Full many a fair partrich had they on mewe, 
And many a breme, and many a pike in stewe.” 


But in those days the river held plenty of salmon, the netsmen who rented the 
fishery “ paying tithe to the abbey of all they caught,” so that the monks were 
never at a loss on their “‘ fast-days "—or indeed any other days—for good fish fare. 

A very ancient custom perpetuated at Chertsey, is the tolling of the Curfew 
bell. It dates back, some authorities state, to a period anterior to the Norman 
Conquest, and is a custom very rarely to be met with now in any part of Eng- 
land.* The bell is “‘ chimed,” or tolled, as many times as the day of the month— 
once for the Ist, and so on to thirty-one times for the 31st day. 

There are two favourite “pitches” for barbel at Chertsey Bridge, where 
numbers of those fish are caught—viz., the two arches on the Middlesex side. 

Half a mile lower down, at a bend in the river, where the stream is very 
swift, and on the adjacent shallows, large trout are frequently to be seen feed- 
ing in the spring and early summer, and several have been caught at this par- 
ticular place. : 

Aleng the bank, on the Chertsey Mead, or Surrey side, are some deep quiet 
corners, holding fair-sized jack at this time of year, with here and there a pike 
of respectable weight. We next approach Dumsey Deeps and Dockett Point, 
and I recommend two painstaking fishermen—viz., James Haslett and his son, 
who are both well acquainted with the many “ pikey places” hereabouts, and 
always try to secure their patrons good sport. 

There is now a mile of excellent water from here, on past “the overfall,” 
round both sides of the large island below, to Shepperton Weir. The river runs 
deep, and as it holds really fine jack, is well worth both time and careful fish- 
ing expended on it. That big fish are there is certain. Iam not the only one 
who has had tackle smashed by the 15 and 20-pounders in that part of 
the Thames ; and a veritable monster, for some years past (I believe it is still 
uncaught) has taken up his residence in the deep eddy formed by the confluence 
of the two channels between the “tail” of the island and the weir. 

I should, while writing this, much like to see a probability of better fishing 
weather and water, so that all who have been looking forward to some pikeing, 
might have found the elements favourable and sport good in consequence. I 
hope there may yet be a change to frost, and that those who have been getting 
their rods and tackle ready may not be disappointed. 

To all who go, in spite of weather, I heartily wish fine catches ; and every 
‘honest angler,” I hope, will spend a “‘ Merry Christmas.” 
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[At the request of many pike anglers we give here an exact copy of Mr. 
Jardine’s original live-bait snap-tackle.—Ep. ] 


(To be continued.) 





DONALD GUNN WRITES A LETTER. 


Mr. MURDOCH, I sud aw lang’ere this time vritten ye ane o’ my uswal 
freenly epistles, tellin’ ye what aws been deeing in th’ fishin’ line ; 
bit it’s trooth an’ I’m sayin’ it, auld Donald Gunn’s nae sae frisky 
an’ sprightly’s he ance wuz, nir sae seen able aifter a sizzen’s sair 
pullin’ on th’ lochs tae git intae his best form an’ be able tae vrite in 
his finest fetchin and floweriest stile. I hid a hantle o’ hard wark, 
sae ye see I cudna been richt able to gae ye aw the news afore noo. 

We've sae aften hid a chat thegither aboot the Gaelic, my native tongue ; bit 
as it’s weel an’ I ken ye’re nae verra weel up to the speakin’ or readin’ o’t, muckle 
as ye like it, Pll nae pit ye tae the trouble o’ puzzlin’ yersel’ tae unerstan’ me 
in the richest, sweetest, and auldest o’ aw the langwidges ; bit ‘ill jist say my 
say in my purest an’ classicalest Inglish, nae for the rizzen that I wish tae see it 
in print, as on that pint I’m nae ambishus ; bit simply that my numerous 
freens may be able tae read it stracht throw’ if it diz happen tae be printed. 

Weel, noo, I maun tell ye I hid a gran sizzen, an’ it’s shoor an’ I’m muckle 
obleeged tae you, Sir, for’t. I wuz niver a day idle aw the time. Yer notisses 
in the GazeTTE o’ my kwalifikations made shentlemens comin’ tae Forsinard 
tae fish vrite tae Mr. Murray aforehand tae engage me for their gillie and 
boatman. I did ever as muckle’s I cud tae pleeze aw, an’ it’s the shentlemans 
themsels will tell ye that I wuz niver unwillin’ tae dae ilka thing I wuz tauld. 
Raelly we hid a capital time o’ the fishin’. I wuz oot on Baddon Loch ae day 
wi’ a shentleman, an’ we had 40lb. wecht o’ troots. Anider shentleman I wuz 
wi’ gat alot o’ saumon in the Halladale. Ane o’ the Cross lochs is noo kirstened 
the “ Jubillee Loch,” an’ it’s sum tarrible big troots the Heilen laird, that had 
the sax pipers playin’ roon the inn, gat oot o’ it this simmer. The fishin’ kapt 
up unco weel till th’ verra end. I maun tell ye that we tookit twa saumon on 
Baddon-loch. They took a verra sma’ flee that’s callt the hekkim packkim, an’ 
nae idder flee wud they leuk at avaw. They maun hae fairly Jost their heeds 
wi’ the dry wudder, for I niver saw saumon taen in Baddan Loch with the flee 
afore. Loch Na Shallag didna fish sae weel, nor Coorach ither, bit Loch en 
Ruar wuz rale gude till near the hinder-end. Aw throw’ oor fishin’ wuz gey 
fine. That wuz a gran’ troot that the Captain got in Clach-na-Gall. I liket 
the Captain, for he wuz ane o’ the richt sort o’shentlemans. Nae mistak aboot 
it—Donald Gunn kens a rale shentleman brawly. I dinna like to say’t, bit 
still, an’ ’'m pretty sure I've got an uncommon gude claim to the chiefship 0’ 
the Clan Gunn mesel’. I’m gey far doon in the warld noo, bit still there is in 
me the old martial spirit evinced by my warlike forefaithers what time they 
war. the perfect terror o’ the Dooks o’ Suderland, the Rosses, an’ the men o 
Strathnaver. Aye, aye, old Donald Gunn is cum o’ the best red bluid, and it’s 
aw the ithers o’ my clan kens it, for when they meets me they veils their faces 
accordin tae th’ ancient custom. : h 

It wuza grate time at Forsinard darin’ the sizzen—the inn wuz perfectly 
crammed, and though it wuz moderation in trinking at aw times, the number 





[* The Curfew (or Couvre-fen) stil! “sings out eyery evening at 8 o'clock from 


Canterbury Cathedral.—Ep., | 
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of barrells of whuskey consumed wuz ‘quite astonishin’. There wuz a tarrible 
lot o’ thirsty throats, an’ amo’ the rest Donald Gunn’s. Mr. Murray wuz steering tae 
th’ een wi’ his coat an’ waistcoat baith aff, an’ his head bare half the time. I 
never saw sich a sizzen o’ fishers, an’ they war aw wunting mesel’ for gillie. I 
named them every flee they shawed me, an’ ‘ilka mongrel they produced wuz 
shoor tae be kent by me. One shentleman took oot a funny-lookin’ lot o’ flees 
an’ asket if I cud tell them each by name. He said, “ Noo, Donald, that puzzles 
ye”; bit no it didna. I had my reputation as a flee connie-soor tae keep up, 
an’ sae slick aff I named them aw ane by ane. I maun pleez the shentlemens ye see, 
an’ as they aften ask what this flee is called, an’ that flee is called, I aye keep a 
stock o’ names ready for the occashun. The maist 0’ them I daursay ye ken, bit it 
can be nae hairm tae menshon that th’ priest, pastor, parson, apostle, monk, nun, 
deil, and donkey are some o’ them. Auld Donald Gunn kens brawly what 
pleezes, an’ its aye a gude thing tae kap shentlemen’s graces, niver contra- 
dik them, nor say onything tae pit them oot o’ tune. Jist trust him for that ; 
he has baith his een wide apen, and, like the hares, he niver closes them, even 
when he sleeps. 

I hid nearly forgotten tae tell ye that the Hedder Moth wuz oor best flee this 
sizzen. The Zulu, and Claret and Mallart baith did gey fine tae, bit the Green 
Mantel wuz hardly lookit at. We hid nae Mey Flee ye see ; bit last year it 
wuz the Green Mantel an’ naething else that the troots gaed mad aboot 
when the Green Drake wuz on th’ watter. Ye sent me a lot o’ fine flees 
last year, an’ as ye’ll hae a grate lot lyin’ aside ye noo that ye’ll nae have nae 
mair use for, ye can jistsenda bunch o’ them tae me, an’ I'll nae tell again that 
ye're a bad seaman ; that ye got frightened tae death on Baddan Loch ; that 
ye're nae half the trooter ye have th’ conceit tae believe ye are ; and that baith 
th’ braw Nicol an’ yersel’ in yer ain poat wuz beaten hollow by me an’ a poor 
fisher the day we wuz aw on LochNa Shallag thegether. Mind ye this, Donald 
Gunn can easy tak’ th’ size o’ ye; an’ its aye been with him that ye’ve had 
the best sport, ye canna deny that. I ken yere a braw han’ at the saumon ; 
pit, man, let me tell ye there’s lots can beat ye at trootin’, an’ its John 
McBeth himsel’ wuz tellin’ me’ th’ ither day that ane o’ the funny-men writers tae 
th’ Gazprre is the best trooter he ever seed, bit only so-and-so at th’ saumon. I 
like funny men, and that funny man I wud like tae come North here next simmer, 

and he’ll get troots here tae his heart’s content ; an’, troth, if he doesna care tae 
let me taste his usqubae, I’ll be quite contentet wi’ smellin’ the cork. He'll find, 
‘T’m shoor, that Donald’s nae ill tae pleez. 

Noo aboot things in general, Mr. Murray, his better half, an’ aw the young 
generation are brawlies. Mine host has done a grate lot for his lochs. For 
a whole month he has hada squad o’ us carryin’ big troots frae th’ burns o’ th’ 
big-troot lochs tae th’ burns o’ th’ sma’ troot lochs. It wuz a gran’ sight tae see 
a dozen or so o’ us kilted boys, headed by a piper, marching proudly over the 
moors, each between twa buckets filled wi’ muckle troots. ’Deed it wuz quite 
an event in oor quiet strath. Since this work wuz over Mr. Murray has been 
oot among the white hares, shooting like blazes, and noo he has cum _hame and 
settled doon tae play the fiddle continually for three lang months. He will be 
stocking his lochs with Loch Levens in spring, and when the early angling 
begins he is tae let his saumon rod on the Halladale at 5s. per day. Big Davie 
is hale and hearty as ever, an’ thinks himsel quite fit tae again carry twa-gallon 
jars o’ ale sax miles throu’ the muir tae sloak th’ thirst 0’ a pack o’ droughthy 
fishers. Davie had a gran’ sizzen’s shooting’—twal hunner brace 0’ groose, ten 
stags, and a hantle o’ ither creatures forby. Lang Sandy o’ th’ Blues, Bobbie 
Gall, an’ Hew Frazer are still tae th’ fore, alive an’ kickin’. Old Joe’s 
swallow tail with th’ big brass buttons is still on his back. Red Nightcap, worthy 
old soul, can aye move aboot a bit, Guide be thankit. .He wud be muckle pleased 
tae weave ye a flashy checkit tweed suit tae gang) throu’ Sutherland wi’ next 
summer gin’ ye wud only gae him the order. Ye greatly admired my jacket, 
an’ as a favour tae youl might give it tae him as a pattern for ye, bit only jist 
gin’ ye please. Mind I’m nae forcing it on ye ; bit think, only think, o’ having a 
suit o’ th’ same pattern as old Donald Gunn’s! I hivna yet liftet my sutel pen 
in the interests o’ Land Law Reform, nor yit made my eloquent voice heard at 
any o’ th’ Reformer’s Meetins. Politics are not in my line. I hate them aboot 
as much as I dae the breakin o’ stanes for road metal. Na, na, Donald Gunn’s 
nae ambishus tae shine ; he’s a quiet living old chap. His craft and th’ fishin’ are 
enuff for him ; bit it’s one thing in th’ fishin’ line that he’s felt sore aboot all 
along, an’ that’s that nane o’ th’ shentlemans has ever askt him to don his kilt 0’ 
Gunn tartan, and in this picturesque garb accompany them tae th’ lochs. 

Noo, sir, if ye pleez put in anither notiss in the GAZETTE in spring. Say 
that the Frozenhard an’ the Melvich lochs are the best in aw Sutherland for 
sport an’ big troots,—an’ that I’m shoor ye weel ken they are ; say that I, auld 
Donald Gunn, am a verra good fisherman ; that I ken aw the best flees ; that I 
ken ilka stane, deep hole, muddy place, and sand bank in aw the lochs for twenty 
miles roon ; say that, an’ say also that I wud like in future tae wear the kilt, 
an’ as muckle mair stuff, aboot sneezing at whuskey an’ so forth, as it pleezes 
ye. Aw the places under the cloods for troots in this quarter I ken ; aw the 
winds that suit I’m up tae ; aw the places whaur big anes an’ whaur little anes are 
got I see them in my mind’s ee noo ; its nae matter tae me whaur the wind 
comes from or what its strength, I’m equal tae the occasion, and even when it 
comes straight doon from the cloods I can aye put my shentlemans on plenty o’ 
troots. That’s about how I wud like ye tae recommend me, an’ I thinks mysel’ 
its nae far aff the mark. 

That pipe ye gave me is a gran smoker, an’ shoor ye cudna made me a better 
present ; but its lots o’ presents I’ve had from shentlemans this year. I got nae 
end o’ flees, but dinna let that prevent ye sending mea bunch o’ your ain auld 
anes. I aye hae a use for them, and when shentlemens comes here without the 
right kinds I jist gives them ane or twa, then they taks the troots as fast as 
winking, and that keeps up my reputation. Ye see, I’m a ’cute old chap ; trust 
Donald Gunn for that. He’s been abroad an’ kens a bit ; he ran the blockade 
in the American War. 

_Noo [ll wind up ; bit, sir, ye might write tae the GazETTE an’say auld Donald 
Gunn wishes the Nditor and readers a Merry Christmas an’ Happy New Year, It's 
a cauld, cauld time here; the Halladale is frozen over and banks 0’ ice are lying 
in my ain kail-yard. Forty puir craiters have lost their lifes in a 
snawstorm in the Shetlands. Its awful weather. Nae ane that comes 
here only in simmer wud ken the place at present; an’ shoor if 
they did come they wud need only one sniff o’ the air tae mak’ them turn 
tail an’ aff back sooth. Deed, sir, we're nearly frozen oot. The saumon have 
nae room tae jump—they’re aw aneath the ice ; the birds are comin intofoor 
hooses ; the groose and pairtricks are living on oor cornstacks ; and the hares 
an deer are nabbing up oor neeps an’ kail close tae oor verra doors. It’s a sair 
time for man and beast, 

Noo Donald Gunn has ended. He wishes ye weel; and if you or anybody 
else thinks o’ sendin’ him a keg o’ whuskey to hold th’ New Year wi’, he'll nae 
scruple aboot taking it, if only tae show that there’s nae bad feeling. 

oes DonaLp Gunn, Crofter and Fisherman. 
Dalhalvaig, Strath-Halladale, by Forsinard, Sutherlandshire, 
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OUR HON. CHAPLAIN’S ANNUAL SERMON. 


As-Vicar of a country parish, it is my duty every Christmas Day to 
preach a short sermon. No man is obliged to come to church to 
listen to it. As Chaplain to the “F. G.” Ifeel bound to send a short 
Christmas sermon. The Editor is not bound to print it. Should he 
do so, no man is bound to read it, so that no one has any valid cause 
of grievance against me. I take for my text the following words, 
which I believe are to be found in the writings of Dame Juliana 


Berners :— 

“ Take good hede that in going about your disportes ye open no man’s gates 
but that ye shet themagain. Also, ye shall not use this forsayd crafti disport 
for no covetousness to the increasing and sparing of your money only ; but 
principally for your solace and to cause the helth of your body and specyally of 
your soule.” ; 

Dear brother of the angle, I have good reason to know, and feel that Tama 
full year older than I was when I last sent a sermon to the FisHiINnG GAZETTE. 
The words of the poet come home to me— 

“T’m an old man now, 
Stiff limb and frosty pow ; 
But stooping o’er my flickering fire in the winter weather, 
I behold a vision 
Of a time Elysian, 
And I cast my crutch away and I snap my tether.” 
On this day long, long years ago I was married. I have been for the last half- 
hour looking into the fire, and I cannot but believe that the black. void under 
the high mantelpiece, just where the flames seem to die out, has for a while been 
peopled by those who are gone, but whom I shall one day see again. One little 
face—oh, such a lovely one—has looked long at me. I buried the poor little body, 
my own child, long years ago. Why should the face haunt me—no, that is not 
the word—greet me to-night? But other faces seem to come and go. Is it only 


imagination that I hear merry voices that have long been silent 2? Well, be it 


so ; but I have greatly enjoyed my half-hour’s dream. 

To my young brethren of the craft I would saya Christmas greeting. May 
you have as happy an angling career as I have had. Don’t be selfish; learn to 
love your art for its own sake—our happiness does not consist in the amount of 
slaughter. Shut gates after you, and don’t break down the farmers’ fences. 
Should you get leave on good water, attend to the wishes of the leave giver 
religiously, even though they may seem hard to you at the time. Let your 
tackle-book be open to your neighbour, especially your poorer neighbour. A 
hook or twé, ora strand of really good gut, given toa humble “ banker ’’ is 
not forgotten. Tiakecare of “the helth of your body, and specyally of your 
soule.” 

To those who have arrived at middle age, and have good waters of their own, 
I would say : Give leave liberally, in reason. You will enjoy your own fishing 
all the more if you feel that you have used your possessions so as to give pleasure 
to others. te: 

To members of angling clubs I would say : Set your faces against all competi- 
tions in which weight decides the prize. To kill undersized fish is wicked. 


Never guess the weight of your fish. A weighing-machine does not cost much.” 


Surely it is better to spend a shilling or two than to go about the world as a 
manifest liar. 

To those who, like myself, cannot look forward to many more seasons of 
active sport, I would say: Hold on as long as you can. Don’t give in for a 
rheumatic pain or a twinge of gout. Stick to it. Be thankful for the infinite 
pleasure and innocent enjoyment which you have derived from fishing in the 
past, and hand on your enthusiasm to your sons. To all I. say ‘“A Happy New 
Year,” and the luck to kill the biggest fish that ever was caught with hook and 


line. Your Hon. CHAPLAIN, 
ae > 





HOW THE DRUMFISH CROAKS.  . ; 


Dr. W. R. HAMILTON, of Pittsburg, Pa,, in writing for the bulletin 
of the U. S. Fish Commission, says :— 

“My observations with regard to the croaking or grunting noise made by 
the drumfish family have been confined to the fish known here as the ‘perch’ 
(Haploidonotus grunniens). This fish, as is well known, is furnished with a 
masticatory apparatus in the gullet, and the lower division of this has its upper 
surface flat and triangular in outline, and studded all over with spheroidal 
‘teeth,’ if they may be called genuine teeth. The upper division is composed of 
two parts united by a ligament; their lower surfaces are also supplied with 
similar teeth. The divisions of this apparatus have powerful muscles attached 
to them by which they can be pressed together and moved laterally on each 
other. By this process the fish masticates the crustaceans on which it feeds, 
When this action takes place, the teeth coming in contact and gliding over each 
other produces the croaking of the perch. ' 

“ About twenty years ago, for the purpose of endeavouring to ascertain by 
what means the croaking of the perch was produced, I procured from an Ohio 
river fisherman a perch weighing 183lb., which he declared was the largest 
perch he had ever caught. I divided the head on one side, and thus exposed its 
masticatory apparatus ; and while moving its grinders as I supposed the fish had 
done during life when crushing a crawfish, an exact imitation of the croaking 
of the perch was produced. I produced the sounds in a similar manner within 
the hearing of several Allegheny river raftsmen and Ohio river fishermen at 
intervals during the day on which I experimented, without allowing them to 
know how the noises were made, or that a perch was used for the purpose, and 
they all declared that it was an exact imitation of the croaking of the perch. 
This noise is made, I believe, only at the season of the year when the perch 
‘bites’ or feeds. The above experiment, and others of a similar kind, lead me 
to believe firmly that the croaking of the perch is produced in the manner 
referred to. I cannot conceive of any way by which the sound could be pro- 
duced by the air-bladder of the fish, as its physiological functions and anatomical 
structure do not indicate its use as a vocal organ.” 

Prof. John A. Ryder, in a letter commenting on the above, May 21, 1887, 
said: “It is now known that certain sound-producing fishes give out noises by 
grating certain bones together in a peculiar way. An extensive memoir by a 
Danish author has appeared within two years, the Danish title of which has 
escaped me, but which deals with this question at great length, with fine illus- 
trations. The usual view, that the air is forced from one part of the air-bladder 
to another in the Scizenoids, seems to me inadequate in the absence of clearly 
worked-out demonstrations. This group is physoclystous, or has the air-bladder 


entirely closed.” 
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Mr, RusKIN, with an article entitled “'The Black Arts,” will open the January 
number of the Magazine of Art, je be 23 
, iO ud 
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__W. WOODFIELD & SONS, 
EASEMORE WORKS & VIGTORIA MILLS, REDDITCH. 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
> Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, é&c, 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HAL 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine, 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


atent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteéd Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE, 
I5, MEDWAY STREET, MAIDSTONE, 


IS NOW SUPPLYING GENUINE 
Jardine Live Bait Pike Snaps -. =.=. «. 4d, each. 
Jardine Pike Paternosters : 1s, 2d, each. 
Jardine Pike Legers’ -:. ss ee. 1s, 3d, each. 
Jardine Pike Spinning Flights .- «=. .. 8d, each. 
“ There are a lot of ‘Snaps’ being sold, spurious copies of mine, of little good,” 
—A. G. JARDINE, Nov. 22, 1887. 
. “Mr. B.S. Shrubsole has sent me some exceedingly well and correctly-made 
Live-Bait Pike-Snaps of my pattern, The price is very moderate, He is bringing 


out Pike Legers and Paternosters to Patterns I have supplied him with,’—A, G, 
JARDINE, Nov, 26, 1887, 


CELEBRATED GOLD MEDA 


BUILT CANE <™@ 
RODS : 


With and Without Steel Centres, 


From Guineas each. 


ALL _METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 


Melbourne ... 














After cementing. 


Awarded 27 PRIZE MEDALS, and Giboweh a ecu be oak came Ee ae 
'TYOWS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” advertised by pretended manufac- 
Mos SIGNIETC NEY GOLD ME 


tumors, SIGNIFICANT FACT.—We were awarded THE O ‘L for 


Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for Best Collection of Trout Rods, at tiie Great Fisheries Exhibition, 
London, ‘88. Only Medal at the “ Inventions’ Hxhibition, 1885, The Gold Medal, Liverpool, 1886, 


The Improved ‘‘Invincible” Fishing Brogue. 


Sole Proprietors-HARDY BROTHERS. 
Fig, 1 




















































































































Price 238. per Pair. 


Send length and shape of foot (without « 
boots) marked on a piece of Paper. : Pe 
These are without doubt the lightest, most durable, and comfortable Brogues 

made, They are made from special (oak bark) tanned russet-hide, ‘Lhe soles are 

sewn to the uppers with leather, and the square-headed hobs are put through the 
sole and riveted into copper washers (as shown in Fig. 1); before the sole is put on, 
so that it is almost impossible for a nail to draw ; and as the nails do not work loose, 
and have no points, they never come through the boot and injure the waders, not 
to mention the foot. They require no oil or grease. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue, Post Free, 8 stamps. 96 pages, over 100 Ilustrations. 


HardyBros,2ss*Ainwick, Northumberland 


~ Se 8 466, “JUBILHE” EXHIBITION, NEWOASTLEy 
@@ See EXHIBIT at Stand OR Ne 





W. BARTLEET & SONS, 
ABBEY MILLS, (*"4528#=)) REDDITCH. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


TESTED FISH HOOKS. 


INCLUDING 
D 
omen ELE —_ 


7% 


& S: 
t : Sel ot me yet 
a ¥ lilenaicltyhoiedg ntl 


FISHING HOOK 
RUST-PROOFED. 
LIMERICK and SNECK BENT. 
PATENT GRANTED FOR THR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








Fishing Rods, Reels, Lines, and Tackle of every Description. 
SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDEK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & TroutRods 


Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, E.C. 


London Wholesale Agent for Malloch’s Patent Casting and other Reels and Gaffs. 
















































LISTS GRATIS. 
‘SILVUD SLSIT 







































































POCKET STEELYARDS. 


Nickel-plated, in Velvet-lined Case, well made, and reliable, 








By lbs, :—6s. 6d, 7s, 6d, 8s. 6d. 10s, 6d, each, 
5 10 16 20 lb. 
By 3lbs. :—5s, 6d. 68. 6d. “7s. 6d. 8s. 6d. 10s. 6d. 128, Gd. 15s, each, 
7 : 16 20 30 40 50 Ib, 


By Ounces :—8s. 6d, 
3 


BAMBRIDGE, MANUFACTURER, ETON-ON-THAMES. 


ESTABLISHED 1790. 


10s. 6d, 12s. 6d. each, 
5 8 lb. 





SOFT RUBBER BODY 
HYBRID PHANTOM, 


FLEXIBLE 
HYBRID PHANTOM, 
SURE KILLER 
HYBRID PHANTOM. 
To be had of TROUT, PIKE, 
eee Sonee. eo 1/-, 1/6 

F S. Price. Post Free, 12 and 18 
% T. Aldred. Stamps. 





THE BEST ARTIFICIAL MINNOW EVER INVENTED, 





From the Patentee and Manufacturer, 


ALF. MORRISS, REDDITCH. 


COLOURED TO THE NATURAL MINNOW, OR TO ORDER. 


Smoking Rendered a Harmless Indulgence. 
ENGLISH’S PATENT, 


THE ONLY PIPE GUARANTEED TO REMAIN DRY WHILE SMOKING. 
The MOUTHPIECE of this Pipe is made on an entirely New and Scientific Principle, which HAS 
BEEN SEVERELY TESTED, and it is found that the juice or nicotine CANNOT by any possible 
means be drawn into the mouth—a luxury hitherto unknown. 
IT IS RECOMMENDED BY EMINENT MEDICAL MEN 
Price 1s. 6d.; free by Post, 1s. 8d, from the Patentee— 


16, ADDISON VILLAS, NOTTINGHAM. 


AGENTS WANTED. : 


THE: NOTTINGHAM STYLE 


I. W. MARTIN, 
The ‘‘Trent Otter,’ 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


Mannfacturer of First-class FISHING GOODS for all Parts of the World. 
Pike and other Rods of splendid quality, carefully tested and finished, from 4s. to 12s, each, 
Pike Tackle of the most approved make, best quality only. 
Pure Plaited Silk Pike Lines, 9d. and Is. per score yards. Buy your Goods direct from the Factory, 
and get the Best and Cheapest Fishing Goods in the World. 
ADDRESS AS ABOVE. 
128 page Descriptive Catalogue and Angler’s Guide sent poat free to any address on application, 
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THE NEW ACME LINES 


rrsEiStioxg= ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 
AWAEPS: —_ Qash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 














SW deemed satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 
osum\\“Iimme They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Living 
Be Authorities. 
SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 


Without above Mark 
deer eaine: em Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIBLD:— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are in short, the 
best lines I ever had,” 





R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the IMPROVED ‘AcME’ Lin» last season and this, The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,”—-May, 1885. ‘The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us. With and without 
Metal Centre, Price 24d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


cooper cooper @co.| HQWIETOUN FISHERY, 


SELL the FINEST ']' Ht A the World Produces STIRLING, N.B. 
AT 3s. A POUND. 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 


Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d..a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—50, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE. 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C. ; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIROUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 354, HIGH HOLBORN, W.9., LONDON. 
20 & 21, EAST STREET, BRIGHTON. 

















SEND FOR PRICE LIST OF z 
Ova, Fry, Yearling, and Two-Year-Old Fario, 
Levenensis, and Fontinalis, to 


J. R. GUY, Secretary, 
HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, N.B. 


ANDERSON’S WATERPROOEFS. 










«4 irik THE ARMY REGULATION Improved Riding & Hunt- LIVERY SERVANTS’ WATER- 
anley vat. ing Waterproof. PROOFS & DRIVING RUGS, 
peed UNDER WATE R PROOF Complete with LEGGINGS AND VALISE NG, a \ 

CAPE, & 
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is s A\\ \ \ S Z 
S \ SS , 
i a : ite 
<< Cs it pipes inci Ca ke wet tre - 7 DRIVING ponies TALMA SLEEVES 
BN a SS Hl ‘ 
A) AN Lc WATERPROOF GARMENT ; 1 il These Capes are cut very full in the skirt, so as to fall 
= J Torlallround Purposes ue over the knee apron in front and back rail behind. 
; - Pp ‘ Made 33, 35, and $7in. long. Prices for Good Quality Drab Rubber. 

Wealso make a Coat withth PRICES FOR RELIABLE QUALITY, Prices Complete for Stock Sizes. 40 42 44 46 inches long, 
Cape Detachable. Ventilated ‘ Made of Double Texture Gossamer... 50s. 0d. To fit 5ft. bin, Sft.7in., 5ft. 9in., 5ft. Llin, men. 
under arms. 48, 59, 52, 54, 5é6in. long. Made of Super Tweed to Check Lining 65s, Cd. 30/- /6 3/- 35/- 
ti Very ert and Choice Selec- , SRE ats trata COATS eishes cat ante and 47s. 6d. Fret deter ST ERLE pegrer t's long 
See eros and Prices on 5ft.5in,,  5ft.7in., 5ft.9in.,, 5ft.1lin, 6 ft. lin. THIGH KNEE LEGGINGS, 12s. 6d. & 172, 6d. To fit 5ft. 5in, Sft.7in, 5ft.9in. 5ft.1lin, 6ft. lin, men, 

tion, 44s, 6d. 463. 47a, 6d. 498. 50a. 6d. SADDLY VALISHS .......006 4s. to 78. 25/- 26/ 28/- 29/6 31/- 
WHEN ORDERING, STATE HEIGHT AND SIZE ROUND CHEST. 5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT FOR OASH. 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 27, queen vicronia staeer, LOWOON, EC 


Works; BOW ROAD, B, And at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSHA, 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


THE SUN NOTTINGHAM WINCH, 
With ADJUSTABLE CHECK, 


NEW COLLAPSING LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 79,016. 





CLOSED. 


These Winches are made with a metal rim 
on the inside of back plate, and also metal 
inner revolving plate, which prevents all 


A machine for effectually drying lines when wet 
Made so that the air passes freely through to every 
Te : [ i portion of the line, and so dries and preserves it. 
possibility of warping or sticking, without Each winder is fitted with a screw clamp, so that 
adding any perceptible weight. it may be screwed to any table. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS, 








CONTENTS. 
——+44—_ 
(N.B,—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 
40 ” Putney. 
45 4 Hammersmith, 
50 pe Barnes, 
Add 55 fe Kew. 
75 rp Richmond, ? 
80 . Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 
For Times or HigH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, December 24 ° vee 8.55 of tae 9.29 
Sunday, " 25 igi ae 10,4 Tse soe 10.36 
Monday, ss 26 ose nae 11.7 eas vee 11.36 
Tuesday, 4 27 owe a 12.0 asa ae 12.3 


Wednesday, + 28 ane a 12.25 2¥ te 12.47 
Thursday, a3 29 wes a. Wg) sae ay 1.28 
. Friday, + 30 an ze 1.48 res ser 2.7 
@@ River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
“Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Hetter-lane, London, 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. ‘ 

_ There is always a difficulty when the river is out of condition and the water on 
the rise to afford any information about angling, and the principal topic is still the 
existence of the otters. The general appearance of the tidal water has been the 
colour of pea-soup, and, as the fishermen say, “ How can you expect to catch fish in 
such a dirty water?” The best place for catching fish in a clouded water is under 
the banks, and therefore the bank-anglers then get the bestof it. The reports that 
have come to hand this week are almost a blank—indeed, at most of the fishing 
stations above the locks there has been nothing done, Above Sunbury there has 
been no fishing at all. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 
’ RicuMoOND.—Henry Howard, in two days, 201b. weight of roach and dace. — 
- TwickENHAM,—John Frost, in three days, 26lb. of roach and dace. Richard 
Moffatt, in one day, fivedozen. John Spong, in three days, 361b, Henry Spiers, in 
two days, 12lb, ; and F, Wiggins, in the same time, 221b. d 

TEDDINGTON.—There has been nothing done, and no lamperns have been seen yet, 

Kincston.—A gentleman in a private boat has taken two dozen of roach, 

HAMPTON CouRT.—Thomas Milbourne, in one day, three jack. 

SunBuRY.—A gentleman in a private boat, in one day, three dozen of roach and 
ne jack. 
oe “A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL ANGLERS OF THE LOwER THAMES!” 


UPPER THAMES. 


All [have to say this week is that the river is in grand order for any class of 
winter fishing, and those anglers who do not come down will miss a treat. J ack, 
chub, perch, and roach are dead on, and I feel certain those who come down during 
the Christmas holidays will be rewarded in the fish line to their heart’s content if 
they know how to go to work; and I must admit London birds know their book 
better than any other birds extant. vita Morning,—River in grand all-round 
trim, a nice mignonette colour permeating the very fast streams, Eddies and back- 





waters will now reward the patient angler, Wishing all a Jolly Christmas and 
good New Year,—MARLOW Buzz, Dec. 22. 


Thames (Goring). 
_ Nothing doing this week ; water has been too thick for jack and perch, but not 
in bad order for roach-fishing, Roach ought to take the worm now; it will not 
do for jack this week, but only for roach. Thursday: Water, I think, a little clearer, 


—JOHN RuUsH. 
¢ A ie a Thames (Windsor). 

It will be disappointing to many Thames anglers who contemplate a day or two's 
fishing during the Christmas holidays to know that the water at time of writing is 
a wretched colour, and quite out of condition for everything, having undoubtedly 
from its appearance a deal of “snow broth” in it, which, as is now well- 
known, isa sure deterent to fish feeding. If, however, we escape a downfall! of 
snow in the Thames Valley, which looks doubtful, I, for one, shall certainly devote 
the 26th inst. to fishing the haunts of the lusty chub, as my favourite bait, pith and 
brains, is very plentiful just now, andI am already assured of an unlimited supply. 
Those fond of jack-fishing should find an excellent water by the 26th inst. if snow 
keeps off for both spinning and live-bait-fishing, while perch are well worth a trial 
with good-sized lively minnows, being now packed in winter quarters, though, I 
must say, difficult to find. Before this thick water, Mr. H. Manning, of Windsor, 
out with James Gray, had five jack in two days, but small ; Mr, Batterbury, of Eton, 
had three, going 91b, 130z,; and Mr. Pritchard, of Old Windsor, one 41b, Roach 
have been taking the tail end of lobworm, but beyond one of 14o0z. have been of 
average size. It is very encouraging to the Upper Thames angling societies, who 
spend large sums annually in stocking the Thames with trout, to read that Mr. 
Gardener, of Maidenhead, whilst bottom-fishing with gentles recently caught sixteen 
trout, which were seen by the bailiffs, Harry Wilder and Benjamin Clarke, and, of 
course, duly returned, being out of season. I notice Mr. Blamey, of the Richmond 
Piscatorial Society, in a recent address says: “Otters are fairly numerous in the 
neighbourhood of Windsor.” I am happy to say that such is not the case now, and 
it is many months since I heard of one; but at Sunbury seven trout, the heaviest 
brace going 191b., have lately been picked up, partly devoured by these dainty 
poachers,—B, R. BAMBRIDGE, Dec, 21. 





f Ancholme (Caistor). 

Waters are covered with ice, and last night we had a heavy downfall of snow, 
Angling is, therefore, next toimpossible. No further stocking of the river has taken 
place, but a few rudd have been secured. These will, I think, be stored until a 
larger number is obtained. The promoters are either too early or too late. It is 
always difficult to get coarse fish for stocking in December and January. The best 
months are October and November, and February and March. If the Ancholm were 
my own private water, I should prefer to place new fish in in March, as they would 
then be less likely to be all eaten by the pike, and the chances of them spawning 
satisfactorily would be much enhanced. I make these remarks for the benefit of 
the numerous subscribers who are growing impatient at delay. One fine fish of the 
Wycombe Strain, which was marked and weighed at the Manor Fishery last season, 
then turned the scale at 6lb. The same fish now weighs a good 8lb. I think this 
addition of 2b. in one year is quite an exceptional growth._THoMAS ForD, Caistor, 
Dec. 22. 

‘ , chester. 

* When in the sear and yellow leaf of life, and with lively reminiscences of rheu- 
matic gout, many of us are scarcely so enthusiastic as in days of yore, when a five- 
mile walk in the early morning to the waterside was our greatest pleasure when a 
holiday was on the list. We can quite understand (I am speaking in the plural, as 
many of our readers are like myself) how more youthful enthusiasts watch reports 
of weather and water ; but I am pleased to inform our readers that since Saturday 
rain has kept off, and that with a continuance of fine weather the Rother at Selham 
should be in condition, and in this district I cannot find a better place to spend a 
few days. Amid beautiful scenery, with an obliging host, reasonable charges, a 
good table, and plenty of fish—if they are only on feed—a more enjoyable spot can- 
not be found. I hear of a few good roach taken in the upper waters of the Ouse, 
which I should scarcely have thought probable. The Adur and Arun are clouded ; 
but sport may perhaps be had in the eddies, Chichester Canal is in good trim ; but 
fish are not feeding well. The basin, within a few minutes’ walk of the station, is 
the best spot ; but I believe that every big fish has felt the steel. In no other way 
can I account for the paucity of sport. With the exception of a few small roach 
and bream, nothing worth notice is recorded. I wish readers a happy Christmas— 
whether by the fire or water side—and plenty of sport.—GroRGE F, SALTER. af 


Idle (Notts). 

Snow is lying on the country in this district ; but the frost is not too severe for 
angling to be carried on. Most people here, however, are very much fair-weather 
anglers, and do not care about frost and snow underfoot. Sport is chiefly among 
pike, which are to be found in the deeper portions of the stream below Mattersey. 
Several fine ponds and private lakes contain capital pike, and I have heard of good 
business being done here and there ; but details are wanting. In the upper waters 
there are some good grayling, and J am somewhat surprised that they are not now 
tried for. Grayling at this time are easily taken, and they are never better for the 
table than at this season. Few Christmas presents would be better appreciated than 
a good dish of these fish ; so you have not only within reach a dainty. but a bit of 
decent sport in getting it. Brandiing worms are better than flies, as they are now 
feeding at the tails of streams and in the slacks.—L., Dec. 22. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—The weather during the past few days has been more favourable, 
and some fair catches of fish have been taken. To-day (Thursday), boats fishing 
with ground-lines have had some good catches of whiting and codling. Amateurs 
continue to have fair sport with rod and line from the pier and jetties. Several 
cod have been hooked weighing from 13lb. to 15lb. each. Weather clear and fine ; 
wind N.E.—E, Comer, Dec, 22. 

Lake District. ner 2 

Only the latest fish are now on the spawning beds, the great majority having gone 
down stream, With regard to salmon, trout, and char, the spawning season has 
been most successful, and of each species more fish have been on the “redds” than 
ceculd reasonably have been expected. Summer and autumn water conditions seemed 
eminently favourable to the propagation of disease, but fortunately this has been 
wholly wanting. As there is but little doing among coarse fish at any time in this 
district, for a time now all will be quiet.—EPHEMERA, Dec. 22, 


Lea (Ware.) Noel ; 
The weather, at the time of writing (Thursday night), is bitterly cold, and owing 
to its influence the jack have been on the feed. Joseph Baldock, fishing with 
minnows on a paternoster, took five, from 2lb. to 4lb.; also six perch. Any anglers 
wishing to visit here can ges some splendid minnows jof him (Joseph Baldock), 
There is a ‘‘ growser ” outside of Rawlings’s Pond.—HARRY PAGE, Dec, 22. 


Lea (Tottenham), : 4 
Anglers who intend spending a few hours at the river-side the coming holidays 
will find the water in capital condition. Two or three small jack have been taken 
during the week, the best one, 341b., falling to the rod of Mr. A. Dee. Anglers for 
other kinds of fish have been conspicuous by their absence.—HACKLES RED. 


Leicester, . 
There have not been many anglers out during this week, the near approach of the 


Christmas holidays doubtless keeping many well-known fishermen from their 
accustomed haunts at the river side. The honours of the last fortnight have fallen 
to Mr. Pratt, who, at the latter part of last week weighed-in 25lb. of roach, which 
were taken from the canal at Aylestone. A good many of the fish were lib, each, 
and the largest was 14lb., being altogether a splendid lot of fish. Mr, Painter was 


| Jn EEE 


ches to the front with 101b. of roach, Mr. Broadhurst, and several other subscribers 
to the Leicester Angling Society, also obtained some small takes of roach and perch. 
Nearly the whole of the fish which have been caught during the past few weeks 
have been taken with the grub for bait, which anglers easily obtain from the weeds, 
and is a very killing bait during the autumn and winter months in these preserves. 
A: few members have been trolling and spinning the waters for pike, but with a 
moderate amount of success!; only a few fish just above the regulation size being 
obtained, The waters are in very fayourable condition for all kinds of angling,— 


ALERT. 
Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 

The water is clearing off very much, and to- day Mr. Browning, with his friend 
Davis, went for jack, and after their patience being tried for several hours, Mr, 
Browning had the good fortune to capture one weighing 18lb. It gave him excellent 
sport, for he assures me he always fishes with snap tackle, and before Mr. Davis 
landed the fish it had been played 25 minutes. I may mention that the snap used 
is somewhat different to any kind of snap I have used or seen. Mr, Browning had 
it made from his own ideas, and I must say, according to my judgment, it is the best 
snap inuse. There are gentlemen who give themselves credit for introducing certain 
snap hooks for jack-fishing that simply copied other people ; in fact, there is a hook 
now used very much, and if the right man had the credit for the hook that should 
have it, it would be Shepherd, of Mapledurham, for I fished with the hook of his 
make 15 years ago; but I certainly give Mr. Browning great credit for the one he 
has now introduced, Two sizeable and one very nice jack were taken by these gentle- 
men, There ‘have been very few anglers out this week, for the weather has been 
very bad, With the exception of some very fine roach being taken by Mr. Woodman, 
I have nothing more to record, hoping next week to give account of some good takes, 
—A,C, ORITCHFIELD, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
Both rivers are higher, but keep coloured since the late falls of snow and rain. 
Fishing has been very quiet, and only occasionally a grayling is landed with the 
maggot, The Pinsley is coloured, and little fishing done in it—GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 


At last, after many weeks of enforced inactivity, anglers are looking out for some 
fun during the Christmas Holidays. The pike should be hungry after the thick 
water, and bottom- fishing should be good.—_YE Maepway WATER-Rat. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The water never could be in better condition than it is at the present time, but 
jack don’t feed as freely as they ought, considering both weather and water. Very 
little has been done this week ; put ‘perhaps they will be on the move now the 
weather is better than it has been lately. Prospects bid fair for Christmas holidays, 
for several local men are in hopes of having a good turn during the next week, 
which will prove whether they will feed or not. I was out this afternoon (Thurs- 
day), and I never saw a better chance for some time, although I didn’t get a run,— 
H, Rout. 

Ouse (Brandon) 

I paid a visit to the above water last week, and found it in splendid condition for 
all-round fishing, Anglers have been well ’ rewarded—some, fishing for jack and 
perch, getting good bags. Others have devoted their time to the roach, and, in the 
middle of the day, have had some very fine fish. Should the weather keep dry, jack 
and pereh is good business with small spoon or snap live-bait. . Mr, Rolph, at the 
Ram Hotel, can supply baits and give instructions for the best part of the water to 
fish, Iam looking for great things by way of sport in this water. There are 
plenty of fish to be had without going far from the hotel—five minutes’ walk from 
the railway station, The natives are also doing well, One gentleman caught six 
good jack in two hours,—J, O, GEORGE, Dee. 21. 


Severn (Gloucester). 

This river is now in splendid order for all-round winter fishing, For chub-fishing, 
Ijstrongly recommend a trial in the river under the bushes near Ashleworth Ferry. 
Several skilful and enthusiastic anglers, who are generally very ready to givea 
stranger any useful information he may require, have been out and returned with 
very ‘respectable takes, Several good-sized jack have been taken with Jardine snap 
tackle. Those anglers who can stand the cold weather now is their time for paste 
fishing in the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal ; the roach will afford good sport, The 
favourite places are at the mouth of the Cambridge Arm, Frampton Lower Bridge, 
and anywhere between the five and six mile stones on the towing-path side of the 
canal, In my last week’s report, “Wainboasts” Hill should read “ Wainloads” 
Hill,—S1nGLE HAIR, Dee, 22. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

During the earlier part of the week the river has been considerably over the tow- 
paths, and the discoloured state of the water has rendered angling out of the 
question. The water has now gone down considerably, and a severe frost appears 


to have set in,—PISCATOR, 
Teme (Ludlow). 

The water is lowering, but still continues coloured. Snow and rain, accompanied 
with frost, have been had during the week ; but it has made but little difference to 
the colour of the water. But few anglers have been out, and the sport has been 
bad. Being Christmas time, there have been great inquiries ‘for grayling by anglers in 
the district ; but, in many cases, they have been disappointed. The Clun, Corve, 
and Ony ‘ are all coloured ; there has been scarcely any fishing in them.—S. 
LupLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The water in this district is coloured, Fishing has been very dull. Rain and 
snow have fallen. The grayling are in good condition in this part, but very shy, 
the best bait used being the maggot. There has -been little Brasshopner: fishing 
done. The Rea and Kyre are coloured.—_WORCESTER. 


Trent (Gainsborough and District). 

The river rose 43ft, on Sunday and Monday, and the beam netters were jubilant, 
the fresh causing a good run of eels and lampreys. It is now rapidly regaining its 
former level, and will be in good condition for bottom-fishing by the end of the 
week. No anglers have been out since my last. We hada sharp frost last night,— 


FRANK THORPE, Dee, 22. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


The Trent in this district was running in splendid condition for bottom- fishing 
when our report was despatched on Thursday evening. Sport during the week has 
not been of a very important character, as, owing to a succession of frosts, not 
many anglers have ventured to patronise the various lengths. The best takes have 
consisted. of roach, dace, and bream, the last-named of which were caught in the 
Weston length on the 17th inst. Some perch have been taken at Shardlow, where 
pike- fishing will doubtless be good during the ensuing Christmas holidays. The 
river was rapidly clearing in colour on Thursday night, so that prospects for both 
pike and chub are encouraging for next week.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Waveney (Beccles). 

Prospects for Christmas pike-fishing are not very encouraging, having had a fall 
of snow, which has, I fear, found its way ere this into the river; but with clear 
weather, and free from further falls of snow, the water should be right by about 
Boxing Day,—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 


Witham. 
There is not much doing in the way of angling this week, as so many people are 
reserving themselves for the holidays, which, should the weather be at all favour- 
able, will witness a number of visitors making for the leading rendezvous, The 
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cold has been much against sport, had people been inclined for it, and I am cE AEE | SENET ORS. EQ 
those who did try for a basket would be poorly rewarded. Pike was about the only 
fish that were at all likely to be on the feed, though others might be come across in 
the deep and shady holes, such as chub. T do not hear, however, of any being 
taken; but should anglers desire to try for them next week, bullock’s pith would 
be found effective, There are some good chub swims in the Upper Witham.—L., 
Dec, 22n 
Yare (Norwich). 

Several parties have been out ; but from all accounts nothing particular ea, bees 
done, the largest fish I’ve heard of being about 91b., and the greatest number caught 
in one day being nine fish, averaging about 5lb. between three rods, Other catches 
of from five to seven small fish have been had, and several instances of fishers toil- 
ing all day and catching nothing, or next door to it, have been related to me. I 
was out on Saturday last with two friends on a good piece of water; but one friend 
never had a touch, the other caught a pretty little jack of 2Ib., and my luck was 
one about 51b., and another of 41b., so I cannot say much to encourage those who 
are going to try their luck during the Christmas holidays ; still, we must hope on 
and persevere, and success, no doubt, will eventually crown the efforts of those who 
stick to’ it, To-night (Thursday) sit is freezing sharply; but in all probability 
to-morrow will see it murky and muddy again. The weather alternates between 
muggy anda very raw, biting frost—RoBEeRT MOLL. 


NOTES. 


To-morrow is Christmas Day, and and Sunday into the bargain, which will 
admirably suit those discontented people who annually give vent to a groan 
about there being two Sundays in one week. These two particular Sundays, ~ 
by the way, are by no means unwelcome to the toilers in our big cities, whose - 
holidays are few and far between. Well, Monday will be Boxing Day, and we 
will then repair unto some quiet country house or,inn, well stored with Christmas 
fare, and, of course, in the neighbourhood of a fine stretch of water where pike 
are plentiful and big. Then with Jardine snap or Wood's new flight, won’t we 
let ’em have it! Now, boys, go and do likewise, and if you only join in the 
Christmas carol the previous evening, you are sure to have good sport. Let us 
see, how does that same carol run? Is it not something like this ?— 
“God bless you, merry gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay ; 

We wish you all o "er-flowing creels 

On this auspicious day.” 


If that is not right, it ought to be. 








# * bd 


Provided we are not miserable bachelors, we, of course, leave that cosy inn 
soon after dusk, and get home in time to take the olive branches to old Drury 
Lane. If we do take forty winks during the hurly-burly scene in the giant’s 
kitchen or demon’s palace, or while the Clown, dear old Harry Payne, is greasing 
the boards with an abstracted pat of inferior “ Dosset,” or while the famous 
Ted Wakemup, late of Her Majesty’ s Royal Star Music Hall, sings his celebrated 
topical song, “ Boilemdown”—well, we hope no offence will be taken with a 
tired-out angler (but devoted father) for his apparent—for it is only apparent, 





% % ae a 


Christmas comes but once a year, and, according to the old refrain, when it 
comes it brings good cheer. Asa matter of fact, there are a good many people 
who are far from enjoying good cheer just now. If Christmas does not always 
bring good cheer, still less does it always bring good fishing. This year, however, 
we may reasonably hope for an exceptionally favourable time for the followers of 
witty and ever-to-be-respected old Izaak, whose hundredth edition is soon to 
see the light. Was ever another so honoured before! And yet some one, not 
“the great lexicographer,” had the audacity to give that infamous but well- 
known definition of angling. 

* * * 

Part of the good cheer in the good old times was a fine pike. Now how is it. 

that pike were so much more esteemed in those days than at present? The only ~ 

solution to the problem that we can see is that pike were then comparatively 
scarce and expensive, and it often happens that a thing has only to have these’ 
attributes to become fashionable. How many would eat caviare if it were only 
cheap? We have known Irish peasants to turn up their already tiptilted noses at 
wild ducks, and absolutely refuse to eat plover, and all this disdain because birds 
might be had for the cost of the powder and shot. So, perhaps, it is with pike 
—they are inexpensive. There is also another reason—viz., that the cooking of 
pike is almost a lost art. We have known pike made into a dish which an epicure 
would delight in ; but, more often than not, the fish are spoilt by bad cooking. 
Just now freshwater fish (trout and salmon excepted) are in their very best con~ 
dition for the table. 

Es % e * 

To THE Eorioet |Ewo young ladies have sent us a Christmas Card repre- 
senting a bank-angler fishing in a snowstorm, with red nose and blue hands, and 
these lines in print :— 

The fish decline to be fed, 

T've caught—a cold in the head, 
Rheumatics, and aching with pain, 
I'll never come fishing again. 


But on the other side in ink we find this :-— 


With Connie and Ethel’s best wishes ; 
Instead of a cold we hope you'll catch Jishes. 


which is pleasanter—much. 


A pleasant prospect ! 


* a * 


About Christmas-time ene are supposed to make good resolutions, and 
we would suggest to any of our readers who are in a “ resoluting ” mood that 
they make up their minds to visit the ‘“distressful country” next year. An 
influx of English anglers would be a godsend to the place. What is wanted in 
Ireland is money, and while men like Lord Clanricard draw out many thousands 
a year which they spend in England and elsewhere, it is impossible that the © 
country should grow rich, Anglers are honourable men, and they might make 
it a point of honour, seeing how badly some of their fellow- -countrymen treat 
the Irish, to inconvenience themselves to the extent of spending a glorious 
month among fine scenery, an interesting people, and last, and greatest of all, 
rivers and tes simply teeming with es 

% % 

Nowhere in tne United Kingdom can hae fishing be got than in Ireland, and 
with the aid of ‘ Hi-Regan’s”’ useful little book, the question, ‘‘ Where to go?” 
is not a very difficult one. Possibly some people are nervous as to their personal 
safety. We have ourselves been, and know many anglers who have been, in the 
very worst parts of the country, and have not heard of so much as an insult 
being offered to them. It should be remembered that the outrages in Treland are 
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all agrarian, on account of some incident connected with the land, and visitors 
who have nothing to do with the land can go about in absolute security. <A 
husband and wife may fight almost every day in the week, like the Kilkenny 
cats (this is rather a bull) ; but a person might lodge in their house for fifty 
years without being hit by either of them, so long as he refrained from siding 
with one or the other, The Irish are (outside the land question), as a matter of 
fact, a far more law-abiding people than the English, if statistics are to be be- 
lieved, and an English tourist angler would be infinitely safer in the most remote 
corner of Ireland than he would be in many parts of the Metropolis after 
midnight. We do not hesitate to say that the Strand or Thames Embank- 
ment after 10 p.m. is more dangerous to pedestrians than any part of rural 
Ireland. ‘The country is beautiful, the living fairly cheap ; the people are 
obliging and amusing, the fish are plentiful and run large, and there is no 
personal risk, Can we say more? 
* * * * x 

Among other good resolutions,"make a mem. to put a hundred or so sprats into 
spirits or King’s preservative for spinning purposes. It’s now or never with these 
useful little baits. i 

* * * * * 

It is often asked where coarse fish can be obtained. Mr. Ford, of the Manor 
Fishery, Caistor, Lincolnshire, has, during the past week, sent out, not merely 
consignments of trout, but also pike, roach, dace, tench, perch, and bream, and 
in all cases without loss. Mr. Ford’s prices for coarse fish run a little high, but 
he finds the cost of collecting very heavy. As a set-off he, however, guarantees 
the safe delivery of all fish that leaye his establishment. 

ES % ® 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of £1 18s. from the South Hornsey 
Angling. Society, 10s. of the amount being given by the club, and the rest by 
individual members. 

ok * * * * 
* Dr. Peter Hood, the well-known eminent member of the medical profession, 
is an enthusiastic angler and an old subscriber to our paper. Ina letter just to 
hand he says :—I must congratulate you on the excellence of last week's 
FisHinc Gazette. My only fear connected with your success is that you will 
convert so many men to become fishermen that there will be no fish left to catch.” 
We can reassure“the Doctor on this point. The resources of fish-culture are so 
enormous, that if the whole nation became anglers, there would be more fish than 
ever, because, all being of one mind, poaching, netting, and poisoning of rivers 
would be done away with. 

® ® ® a r 

Magistrates may be relied on not to punish in cases where their fellow citizens 
are brought before them, charged with poisoning fish by allowing refuse from 
their factories to get into the river. At Gloucester the other day, the Severn 
Fishery Board summoned a tar merchant for allowing tar to get into the river, 
and, as was proved, kill roach, eels, and other fish. The Bench inflicted a 
nominal fine of 10s, 

* See % ® % 

The Great International Prize Fight between Jem Smith, the Englishman, 
and Jake Kilrain, the American, for £2,000, after one of the fairest and pluckiest 
struggles known in the annals of the P.R., ended in a draw. The American 
champion, John L. Sullivan, has now challenged both men, and if he beats them 
he will earn the title to Champion of the World. Smith suffered from sea-sick- 
ness in crossing the Channel, and that being so, it is a marvel to us how he 
could fight, as he did, 106 rounds with such a clever wrestler as well as hard 
hitter as Kilrain. Whatever one’s feelings may be respecting prize-fighting 
generally, it is only human nature to regret that plucky Jem Smith did not 
win ; any way, we most sincerely hope he will lick Sullivan, who is not free 
from brag, if he is responsible for the wording of his challenge. 

% & % % % 


Well, here’s a Merry Christmas to everybody, including the printer, who 
last week made us say that tight lines were used in “sea”-fishing. Of course, it 


- should have been “ Lea ” fishing. 





FISH CULTURE AT SHREWSBURY.—A SUGGESTION. 


WE are glad to see that, at the suggestion of Mr. J. W. Willis-Bund, 
chairman of the Severn Board of Conservators, the Shrewsbury 
Severn Angling Society have decided to appeal for funds for the 
purpose of establishing a trout hatchery, and they hope to have at 
least 22,000 ova ready by February next. 

We are always glad to hear of these piscicultural experiments, 
because they prove that the anglers of the district are alive ; at the 
same time, we have known many cases where similar high hopes and 
bright pictures of future trout-fishing have been unrealised after 
years of incessant work and the spending of much money. It is a 
very easy matter to hatch out trout eggs; but itis a difficult and ex- 
pensive matter to rear the fry and keep them until they are ready 
to turn into the river, which should never be done before they are 
one year old, and better still, if not until they are two years old. 

It is simply waste of money and labour to attempt to stock a river 
like the Severn by turning in fry—they have no chance ; and if the 
Shrewsbury Angling Society have not ample facilities for keeping 
the fry until they have become yearling or two-year-old fish, then 
we earnestly advise them not to spend a farthing in mere hatching ; 
they can buy yearling and older trout, which will be better than 
any they can ever hope to produce at a tenth of what it will cost in 
hard cash to produce them, to say nothing of months of anxious 
watching ; and in spite of their utmost care, they may find some 
morning that by some accident their fish have all been killed—it 
has happened times out of number in similar cases. 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


(SPECIALLY compiled for the Fiso1na GazeTre by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and 

» 4 Hughes, patent agents and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C.) 

THOMAS O’RouRKE JAMESON, of London, for an invention of “ Improvements 
in Sail Hanks” (17,172). 

THEODORE HENRY GOULD, of London, for an invention of “An Improved 
Means of Connecting the Rings of a Landing-Net to the Handle” 

17,208). 1 

One DE ae of London, for an invention of “An Improved Fishing 

Apparatus” (17,446). 


THE RIVER SHANNON—HINTS FOR CANOEISTS, 


[An Irish correspondent kindly sends us this account, cut from some paper, but 
does not mention which.—Ep.] 


Tue River Shannon from its source in Lough Allen to the sea at Loop Head 
follows a course of 239 miles through the Counties of Leitrim, Longford, Ros- 
common, Westmeath, King’s County, Tipperary, Galway, Limerick, Kerry, and 
Clare, passing several towns, gentlemen’s seats, ancient castles, ruins, mines, 
quarries, &c. The following are the distances in British miles by water from 
point to point :— 








Loop Head to Scallery Islands \...... ....csssseseecreseceses 26 
Scallery, to: Foyneselslandsys 9 sas proses core idendes lenvGacecooe 23 
Foynes Islands to Limerick........,.....scsssseccreececsoceses 28 
Mouth of the Shannon to Limerick ...... ....,...... 77 
THMNGrIGH. GU; KALIBIOO see cascrsetiresstc cee ee ee 15 
Cri eRLOG’ tO LP OFUUTHHE™ cv sserace ee ee te en 23 
Portummny, toni ealicigai scene en cn od 9 
Mecliok top Batlnghionicsccttstecctcnteettttn ce: 5} 
Banagher to Shannon Bridge ................ is Soe: 
Shannon Bridge to Seven Churches 5 
Seven Churches to Athlonescsssreccss.ssocccccsssecsocessoeeee 9 
Limerick GovAth bd nersiteusccs paecbi ence. Medea sce Uee 744 
Athlone to Lanesborough.. ........ccccscececcosscesecccusceuce 21 
Lanesborough to Tarmonbarry ........sssececcscecceseeveece 7 
Tarmonbarry to Roosky ......:.....006 PiAsWeteosehsocercesees 10 
Roose to Dri mens thccau a aes tantric ec 10 
Drurenato Carri ok gracciteciah saan ttieee ie eee 84 
Caxrrigk' tO Vereint peace cc nt re, eee een ee 64 
LueiGriny' Lo Amana, RIVOR. Fics: fiatececesicre econ uc 10 
Arigna River to source of Lough Allen ..........ceseseee 10 
Athlone to top of Lough Allen .............cesececeuce 83 
dough, Allen tosbRG Spc: sasscsendacssascbccnecureceiscs 2344 
The falls of water are as under :— 
Killaloe, &c., to Castle Connell............ se.eseee 20ft. Sin, 
Castle Connell to Castle Troy ........cc.cceeeeeese 55 4 
Castle Troy to Limerick..2...000..0. ccs. eiueeveases it 7 
Salmon Leap at Limerick .2.........c:.cceeccceeeses OIG 
Between Killaloe and Limerick. ..........cc0ccc000s 97ft. lin, 
At Meelick One Diocese Awl Rke.2t TR: 
At Banagher Wert eh irr aise ty: 3 <0 
Adj Shannon Bridport’+) 22) .ag, fect eral. oy Ou 7 
At Athlone IFOW Os iT. BRE HG 4 0 
At Lanesborough Wott TR UIA 105.0 
At Cloondraw js vcs RG Doreen ar balk 3 6 
At Roosky NSPELOT IRS Aes see Re 36 
At Jamestown peat es eee siahh Motte 6 0 
At Battle Bridge WS - Alen seed ave R aah de her 352 
AG Darel boy a. GelCietel.« fi vas aston peers NEL 3 10 
At: Drumbarrift sch oii. 30. hin. AR 8 8 
At Anigniey River Ai. RUAN Risals ledeves odd 5 38 
49 10 
Lough Allen to Limerick .........0.cssecseees 146 11 


For a canoe excursion it would be best to enter the Shannon at Carrick, and 
thence the current is favourable right through to Limerick. There are no shoals 
that would endanger the safety of a boat drawing so little water as a canoe, but 
the shoals are all marked by red and black buoys. When running down-stream 
the red buoys are kept on the starboard or right hand, and the black buoys on 
port or left hand, and it may be added the same rule is observed in the narrower 
parts of the Shannon, which are marked with red and black piles. 

The best plan for canoeists to follow who purpose cruising on the Shannon is 
as follows. It is assumed that the paddlers have arrived at the North Wall, 
Dublin, with their craft :— 

Take a train on the Midland Great Western Railway to Garrick-on-Shannon, 
where they will find a comfortable hotel (Church’s). Before starting down 
river they should cruise up to Lough Key, which is about 11 miles from Carrick. 
This lake will well repay a visit. On the way there Drumharlow lake is 
crossed. The land is beautifully wooded on through Annalecky Cut 
to Cootehall Bridge. Oakport, the mansion of the Earl of Kingston, 
is passed on the left-hand side, and Ardearney Church on the right. Then 
comes Knockvicar Bridge, and a short way further Clarendon Lock is reached, 
which is opened on payment of 1s., but canoes can be lifted over weir. Having 
negotiated the latter, the canoes are in Lough Key, which is a charming lake 
studded with numerous islands, all well wooded. About three miles up, and to 
the left hand, is Rockingham, the seat of Colonel King-Harman, and on an 
island close by is the old castle, which can be inspected. Two miles further 
up the lake is Boyle river, which can be ascended without difficulty, and the 
voyagers can walk to Boyle town, about 1} miles, where there is an old abbey 
well worth a visit. If the party intend camping out, any of the islands provide 
good shelter, and there is no objection made by the owner. There is also 
another trip from Carrick—viz., to Lough Allen—but it is uninteresting com- 
pared with the Boyle branch, the scenery of which can vie with Killarney. 
Having done the Shannonabove Carrick, proceed down stream through Drumsna, 
and on to Roosky, At Drumsna there is a weir which can be easily got over, and 
the weir at Roosky, and then on to Cloondra or Tarmonbarry, where there is another 
weir. The next place is Lanesboro’, where there is a small village, and a bridge 
over the river. Lough Ree is now reached, and the distance to Athlone is twenty- 
one miles. This lake is a fine sheet of water, with a number of islands, on which 
there are several old ruins. Athlone isa good town, with two hotels, the Prince 
of Wales nearest the river, and Mrs. Haire’s further off. The canoes can be 
housed at the boat club, which is beside the town bridge. About eight miles 
below Athlone is Clanmacnoise, the ruins of Seven Churches. Shannon Bridge 
comes next, and Banagher is the next town (22 miles from Athlone). There are 
two hotels, the Railway and M‘Intyre’s, the former next the river. Canoes can 
be housed at the Canal Company’s stores by interviewing the storekeeper, Ned 
Holloway, Below Banagher, five miles, is the Victoria Lock ; but canoes can 
get over the weir. Nine miles further on is Portumna Bridge. The town is 
about one mile off. There is a good hotel (Taylor's). Lough Derg commences 
here, and itis 26 miles to Killaloe. This is a splendid lake, the widest part 
being 15 miles across (from Dromineer to Scariff), The Lough Derg Yacht 
Club have their annual regattas about the second week in July, and there are 
usually several races for small boats as well as the yachts, There are 
about 32 steam and sailing yachts from 30 to 5 tons in the club. The commo- 
dore, Captain Thomas 8. Wellesly Bernard, lives at Hazel Point, Dromineer, 
and is always glad to see visitors on the lake, and will give every information 
and advice to voyagers, From Killaloe to Castleconnell is a pretty part of the 
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river, but at the latter place are the Rapids, or Falls of Doonass, which should 
be very carefully negotiated—in fact, I would advise an inspection of this before 
attempting to shoot them. There is a good hotel at Castleconnell (Enright’s), 
where comfortable quarters will be found and moderate charges. Part of a day 
may be well spent looking about the place. Below this it is easy sailing to 
Limerick, where there are also weirs to be got over. There are two boat clubs 
there—the Shannon and Limerick Rowing Clubs. 

There are charts published of both Loughs Ree and Derg, and can be pur- 
chased at 3s. each. : ; 

Any account of the Shannon would be incomplete if mention were not made 
of the two great lines of navigation connecting the River Liffey with the Shannon 
—viz., the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal, the former 91 miles, and the latter 
78 miles inlength. If the cruise is to be performed by steam launch, those who 
have gone the round recommend going from Dublin by the Royal Canal to 
Tarmonbarry, and return from Shannon Harbour vid the Grand Canal. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


[ We beg to request Secretaries to post their’ Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked OLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 





ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly delegate meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, 
on Monday evening, Dec. 19th; Mr. W. A. Beckett, vice-president, in the chair. The 
minutes of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, the secretary, Mr, 
Ghurney, reported that the London and South-Western Railway had granted a con- 
cession to their.recently-erected station at Byfleet on the river Wey. This station is 
within two miles of the best part of the water rented by the Anglers’ Association 
for the use of its members. The fare from Waterloo, Vauxhall, and Kensington is 
2s, 3d., Hammersmith 2s. 4d., Clapham Junction 1s. 11d. An acknowledgment was 
received from the Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Association for the sum of three 
guineas forwarded to them. A telegram was received from Mr. Green, one of the 
bailiffs at Ware, stating that a man had been caught in the act of netting near Hert- 
ford. Instructions were given to take a summons out against him at once, Bailiffs’ 
reports : Baldock of Ware, Green of Ware, and Humphries of Langley were read, 
Visiting officers’ reports : Mr. Manning had been to the Stepney Anglers on Dec. 12th 
with satisfactory results, His next visit will be to the Sociable Brothers early in 
the new year. Mr. Thorling visited the Enstonians with great success. The room 
was crammed, and 19 clubs answered the roll; 6s. 10d. was collected for the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. and has been handed to Mr. Ghurney. A letter was read from 
the Sundial Angling Society, thanking the stewards who had taken part in the com- 
petition at Langley for their services, stating there had been 460 competitors, and it 
was hoped between 500 and 600 tickets sold, All the prizes were taken but one. A 
balance-sheet will shortly be printed. The distribution of prizes to take place at the 
Sundial on Thursday, 22nd inst., when it is expected a large number of well-known 
men in the angling world will be present. Mr. Manning proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Sundial Angling Society, and the various societies who joined with 
them in arranging the competition in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent. This was 
carried unanimously, and Mr. Pink (Westbourne Park) and Mr. Wilson (Sundial) 
replied. Mr. A, W. Packer (Gresham) and Mr. Thorling (St. John’s) brought for- 
ward the half-yearly statement of accounts, showing that the affairs of the associa- 
tion are in a most flourishing condition, the number of privilege tickets disposed of up 
to the present time being far in excess of the whole of last year—viz., 3,095. Bailiffs 
for the Lea were asked for for the next five Sundays, and were at once forthcoming. 
Mr, Tibbatts inquired if the secretary had heard any news as to the Serpentine being 
netted at 11 o’clock at night on more than one occasion during the past week ; and, 
on being answered in the negative, stated that he was informed such had been the 
case, and the fish had been transported in the Hendon Local Board water-carts for 
conveyance to Mr. Warner's, the Welsh Harp, Hendon. He contended that 
if it was necessary for the fish to be taken out they should have been 
placed in public waters. The parks were the property of the people, and 
the fish should not be placed in a private water where the general public 
were charged to angle. It was decided to leave the matter in the hands of 
Mr. Tibbatts to investigate and report to the Renting and Preservation Committee. 
The usual Christmas-box was voted to the hall-keeper and postman. On the roll 
being called, 37 clubs answered : Anglers’ Pride, Bermondsey Brothers, Brunswick, 
Bermondsey, City of London, Convivial, Clapton, Crown and Buckland, Camden and 
Kentish Town, Duke of Norfolk, Dalston, Edmonton and Tottenham, Good Intent, 
Globe, Gresham, Greenwich, Eastern Piscatorials, Izaak Walton, Independent 
Brothers, Little Independent, Metropolitan, North-Eastern, Mildmay, Prince of 
Wales, Peckham Bros., Prince Arthur, Royal George, Rodney, South Hornsey, St. 
John’s, Sundial, Stoke Newington, St. George’s, Waltonians, Westbourne Park, 
Waggoners, and Great Hastern Railway. A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman 
concluded the business at 10,15, the chairman wishing everyone present “A Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.”—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 21st December, Mr. R. L. Atchison, V.P., presiding. The minutes of 
the previous meeting were confirmed, and other business transacted. The secretary 
was presented with a handsome Christmas-box in recognition of his services. Re- 
ferring to the Sundial competition on the 18th inst., the members of this society 
speak very highly of the arrangements. Boxing-day competition as hitherto 
announced. It was decided to postpone the first of a series of smoking concerts 
until the first Wednesday in the New Year. Mr. Editor, and brothers all of the rod 
and line, Ye Friars greet you with the compliments of the season, “A Merrie 
Christmas.” —JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 16th inst., Mr. 8. Bryan in the chair, the minutes and cash account 
for the previous week were duly passed. As to piscatorial operations proper, James 
Smith, on the 18th, again saved the club a blank with afew roach from the Thames. 
On the same day, H. Bryan and A. J. Bryant fished in the great competition at 
Langley ; but were among the unsuccessful ones, whilst S. Bryan, S. Wertheim, and 
the undersigned assisted the committee in the general management of the contest,— 
J. DEPLIDGE, hon. sec. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our annual outing for Christmas prizes took place at Langley on the 18th inst., 
each competitor also taking part in the competition on behalf of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. The only fish taken was a gudgeon by Mr. A. Conn, and as on 
these occasions we dispense with the rule that no prize shall be taken with less than 
41b. of fish, he consequently won the first prize (given by our host, Mr, J. Fiddes). 
The remaining fifteen prizes were drawn for, according to custom, by those members 
that were out,—A, CONN, sec, 

‘ CLAPTON. 

The usual mecting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A, Beck in the chair. General 
business was transacted and anew member nominated. The catches reported were 
unimportant, There will not be a meeting on Monday next. Wishing “ A Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year” to all anglers and friends—HENRY Howsy, 


hon, sec, 
CLIFTON ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The fourth annual general meeting of this society was held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Clifton, on the 17th inst., Mr. Henry Gay in the chair. <A very favourable report 
was submitted by the committee, and the accounts showed a satisfactory balance in 
hand. On the motion of the chairman, seconded by Mr, F, E, Newton, the report 
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and accounts were adopted. The following gentlemen were then elected officers of 
the club for 1888—viz., President, Dr. G. F, Atchley ; committee, Messrs. C. Cole- 
man, J. T. Cundall, H. Gay, and E. S. Pack ; and hon. secretary and treasurer, Mr. 
J. W. Cundall, Mr. A. Mason and the hon. secretary were unanimously re-elected 
to represent the club on the Bristol Central Association. The records of fish caught 
during the past season showed that, notwithstanding the generally unfavourable 
year caused by the exceptional dryness of the past summer, many of the members 
had enjoyed sport considerably above the average, although this in some measure is 
no doubt attributable to the effect of the past three years’ strict preservation of the 
club waters, On the proposition of Mr. W.R. Biggs, a vote of thanks to the chair- 
man was carried by acclamation, and the proceedings shortly after terminated, 


GLASGOW WANDERERS ANGLING CLUB. 

The sixth annual dinner of the club was held in the Cobden Hotel, Glasgow, on 
the evening of Friday last. Ex-Provost Nicol Cameron, Pollokshaws, president, 
occupied the chair, and the vice-president, Mr. William:Robertson, acted as Croupier. 
Among those present were John Urie, Esq., president of St. Mungo Club; A. 


Dalgleish, Esq., of the Dodgers Club ; Rey. Mr. Mackinnon, Dumfries ; Capt. Beith, . 


Penzance, Messrs. Gulleland Jackson, Gordon, Skinner, Paterson, Ewing, &. The 
dinner was served by Messrs. Forsythe and Macintosh ina most excellent style, and 
the dishes appropriate to the occasion. Following is the menu card :— 


“ They’ll bite some time th’ day.” 
POT LUCK. 
The SPUNE bait 
Wanderer’s Broth. 

March Brown and Hare Lug. 
Tellerana, & la.“ Young Athole Blair.” 
The T1p’s on 
White Saumont (poached), Prophetic Soe (fried). 
Glesca’ Magistrate and Mayor o’ Dublin, 

A Killin’ FLEE, 

Great Chieftain o’ the Pudding Race. 
“Man, the’re DAEIN weel,” 

Braxie fra Skye. Bit 0’ a guid Stirk, 
Bubbly Jock wi’ hin’ en’ o' a Soo. 
Cottar’s Saddle frae Park Forest, Lewis. 

“ IN ™.” 

Trifles “light as air,” and a ween mair trash. 
The FISHIN’s dune. 

Walk into the Des(s)ert. 





(The cellars of “Mine Host” are well stocked with the best Scotch and Irish 
brews of non-intoxicants such as “Barley Bree,” “ Usquebaugh,” “Sma’ Stiil,” 
“Long John,” ‘‘ Anderson Elder’s,” “ Danville,” &e.) 

ee - 
TOASTS 
In fu’ bumpers, wi’ sangs an clishmaclaver noo an’ then. 
Her Majesty. 
The Coming K——, his Wife and Weans, likewise his “ Sisters, and his Cousins, 
and his Aunts,” 
Oor Sojers and Sailors. 
Yr ToAst OF YE EVENING, YE FISHER FULES, 
Lucky Fishers’ Luck, 
Fules that are na’ Fules, 
Brither Fules an’ ither Friens. 
Fules that ar’na here, 
Th’ Bonnie Lasses. 
The Ruler of the Feast, 
The Cupbearer. : 
Chairman’s concluding remark; ‘“ Ma Basket’s fu’.” 
‘’ We’ve a’ been happy th’ gither.” 
For Auld Langsyne. 
Forbes Mackenzie, Esquire, waits, 


P.S.—Mind your feet on the stair. 


The Chairman gave the loyal toasts, which were enthusiastically honoured in full 
bumpers. The Croupier gave “ Our Soldiers and Sailors,” and in doing so referred 
to the military spirit which existed in the Wanderers Club, a large number of the 
members belonging to the yeomanry and volunteers. Also alluded to the appro- 
priateness of having a sketch on the title page of the menu of the monument 
recently erected on the banks of the Tay at Aberfeldy, in memory of the glorious 
deeds of the gallant “Forty Twa,” seeing that idea was conceived and largely 
carried to success by Major Menzies, an honorary member of the club, The chair- 
man, in proposing “ The Glasgow Wanderers,” said the club was ina very prosperous 
condition, both financially and as regarded the membership. He might mention 
that during the past year they had five competitions—three on the loch and two on 
the river. The number of fish killed in these competitions was 561. He would 
not enter into details as to the weight of the various baskets, but allow him to say 
that of the 561 fish some were big, some bigger, but the biggest were all lost. Their 
club, he thought, if they considered its age, would bear favourable comparison with 
any other club in the city. He could not say anything of the fishing powers of 
the members; but he could speak of the enthusiasm, the kindly, genial feeling 
which existed among the members of the Wanderers Club. He must not omit to 
mention the friendly match they engaged in with the members of the St. Mungo 
Club. They lost that competition by 2lb., but he (the chairman) had lost a fish 
which he could not allow was less than 41b., and if he had got it they would have 
won the match by 2lb. The season had not been so propitious as they would have 
desired for good fishing ; but as good members of the fraternity they made the best 
of it. It was not so much in the way of bringing home heavy baskets that they 
entered into the sport, but for the enjoyment, the excitement, and the genuine 
pleasure they derived from it. He might mention that in his younger days he had 
a permit from Major Graham to fish in the Cart, and always brought home very 
good baskets. A club called the Waltonian took the water for fishing ; after that 
he had to pay for his ticket, and from that time he never caught a fish. Other 
toasts, songs, and presentation of prizes filled up one of the most successful 
evenings the club ever had, and the proceedings closed with “ Auld Lang Syne.” 
Not a little commotion was caused by a suburban contingent of members marching 
home headed by a Highland piper in full uniform. 
GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 16th inst., the usual meeting was held, Mr, J. Stageman in the 
chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, and the pro- 
jected roving match for the 18th inst, discussed. In consequence of the inability 
of several members to take part in it on that date, it was decided to postpone the 
match until after the holidays. It was also resolved, in view of approaching 
festivities, to adjourn the society’s meetings until the first Friday in January.—W 
H, JOHNSON, sec, 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in fish on the 18th inst. Messrs. Henrie (roach), 
Green (roach), De Perran (roach), A. G. and C, Crow (roach and dace), Chapman 
(roach), and Hllins (roach), Other members were out, but without success,— 


Cunha le 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Tuesday last Mr. J. C. Bartlett took the chair. The minutes of 
the previous meeting having been read, various communications were considered, 
some of them referring to the proposed renting of certain river-fishings in Hssex. 
The chairman gave particulars of a recent visit to the waters which the society 
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were about to acquire, his impression being very favourable. It was resolved 
that Mr. George Chambers, one of the hon. secs., should be requested, as repre- 
senting the society, to sign the necessary documents, &c., so that members should 
have the right of. fishing in both waters as soon as possible. Another candidate 
for membership, Mr. J. Birch, was duly proposed and seconded, the election to take 
place at_a future meeting. The question of appointing an additional hon. sec., 
as also that of altering the night of meeting, was left over for discussion at a meeting 
in the ensuing year. Members are notified that there will be no meeting on the 27th 
inst. A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings of a very busy, yet 
very pleasant evening.—B. 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Only one of our members weighed-in fish to-day—viz., Mr. Layton, with roach, 
which I am glad to say won the eighth prize at the competition at Slough Canal, 
Dee, 18th.—W. H, FENNER, sec. 

ISLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

; The meeting on Monday evening last was well attended, Mr. C. S. Bentley pre- 
siding. The minutes of last meeting having been read and approved, it was moved, 
seconded and carried, pursuant to notice, that the society by payment acquired for 
its members the right of fishing in waters, including a certain portion of the “old 
river Lea,” the hon. secretary and other gentlemen being thereupon empowered to 
execute the necessary arrangements, Mr. Lodge described some recent Lea-fishing, 
in which he was fairly successful. Mr, Harper gave particulars of a fine pool con- 
nected with the river Mole, and Mr. Barker an account of a capital river fishery. 
Tn each of these cases it was 1esolved that the fisheries described should be rented 
by the society if practicable, and a report on the subject will be made at the next 
meeting—viz., that on the 16th January next, as it has been arranged that there 
will be no meeting on Monday, the 2nd January. A vote of thanks to the chairman 
terminated the proceedings.—C, H. KENNETT, hon, sec, 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We had rather a poor gathering of members last week, and angling matters were 
not very brisk. The sum of 5s, was sent to Mr. C. White, secretary of the Provin- 
cial Angling Association, for oar membership. I went to Ruabon on Saturday morn- 
ing, the 17thinst., to meet the 100 two-year-old Loch Leven trout we were having 
from Howietoun for our reservoir. I regret exceedingly to say there were 40 dead 
fish out of the lot ; this is not only a loss but a great pity, as it makes us a little 
doubtful as to the policy of getting any more from the same distance.—R, WOOL- 


FALL, hon, sec, 
NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th inst. our annual dinner and half-yearly distribution of prizes took 
place at the club-house, under the presidency of Mr. Roberts, ably supported by Mr. 
Clark, as vice-chair, when some thirty gentlemen sat down to an excellent repast 
provided by Host Haylock in his usual style. After the cloth was cleared, the toast 
of “The Queen and Royal Family ” given and duly honoured, harmony commenced, 
and was kept up till the small hours arrived, between the various toasts of ‘The 

. North-Eastern Angling Society,” “The Visitors,” ‘The Chair,” ‘“ Vice-Chair,” &c. 


- Amongst those who contributed to the evening’s amusement with song and recita- 


tion may be mentioned Messrs. Bouffler, Melbourne, Hickman, Reynolds, Spicer, 
Roberts, Watson, Wallis, Tilley (clarionette), and Johnson, who presided at the 
piano. “Auld Lang Syne” and “ God Save the Queen” brought a most enjoyable 
evening to a close,—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. ; 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 15th inst, Mr. Hill weighed-in four jack, heaviest 8lb. 1440z. Onthe 18th 
inst., Messrs. Swain and J. Underwood, roach from the Thames; Mr, J. Brown, one 
jack, 4lb, 950z., from the Welsh Harp. Mr. Roxbee was also successful in the 
competition at Langley, winning the 12th prize with roach, 240z,—W, GREENWOOD, 


sec. 
THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Wednesday evening last at Manor Hotel, 
Covent-garden. Mr, Thomas Huggett was voted to the chair. Amongst those pre- 
sent were Messrs. Hare-Winton, Booker, R. C, Blundell, Fennings, Bennett, Goodger, 
Batt-Brodie, H. H. Brown, Burrowes, Butler, Faulkner, Gillatt, Gordon, Gray, E. 
Sachs, Wimbush, HE. J. Walker, hon. sec., &. Mr, Fennings called attention to the 
manner the subscriptions received from the Piscatorial Society and its members 
were recorded in the Blue Book of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and 
remarked that if our subscriptions were recorded in the same way as those of other 
societies, it would be seen that we had subscribed liberally. It was resolved to 
write the secretary on the subject. The proposition of raising the entrance-fee 
from half a guinea to a guinea, and the annual subscription of the society from one 
to two guineas (with a view principally to renting additional water for this society) 
will be submitted at the-forthcoming annual meeting, and a vote taken on the sub- 
ject. It is hoped every member will attend, or send by post his wish on the sub- 
ject. Mr. Browning showed a very splendid pike of nearly 17lb. from the Lodden, 
and very facetiously described the capture. Mr. T. Huggett had a capital show of 
chub from the Nene, and they were much commended. The healths of the success- 
ful anglers, Messrs. Browning and Huggett, having been duly proposed and re- 
sponded to amid cheers, “ Success to the Piscatorial Society ” and a vote of thanks 
to the chair brought a very successful meeting to a close.—T. H. 


ROYAL BERKS ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
The eighth annual prize distribution of the Royal Berks Seed Establishment 


. Angling Association took place in their recreation room on Wednesday evening, 


Dec, 14. There were present Mr, A. W. Sutton (who occupied the chair) and a good 
muster of members. The balance-sheet having been read by the secretary (Mr. F. 
Squire), showing a good sum in hand to commence the next season with, the chair- 
man then proceeded with the distribution of the prizes, value between £11 and £12, 
as follows :—Mr. C. Cooper, first for trout and first for perch ; Mr. C, W. Gosselline, 
first for pike, second for barbel, and fourth for roach; Mr. F. Squire, second for 
pike, third and special Jubilee prize for roach ; Mr. G. Hamblin, first for roach, and 
second each for perch and chub ; Mr. G. Critcher, third for perch ; Mr. R. Bowsher, 
third for chub, fourth and special Jubilee prize for perch; Mr. 8. Warrilow, first 
for chub and second for roach: Mr. A, J. Foster, fifth for roach ; Mr. D. Cooper, 
first for barbel ; Mr. H. Simmonds, special Jubilee prize for pike ; Mr. H. Warner, 
special Jubilee prize for perch ; Mr. W. H. Chalk, special Jubilee prize for roach, A 
hearty vote of thanks to the chairman, and to the Messrs. Sutton for their liberal 
support and interest in the recreation of their employés (proposed and seconded by 
Messrs, J, Adey and Caudwell), terminated the proceedings. 
ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The last two Sundays we have had very few fish weighed-in. Several of our 
members took part in the competition at Langley ; but were not fortunate enough 
to win one of the very valuable prizes, Members will greatly oblige by attending 
next Tuesday’s meeting, as arrangements will be made for a special outing, and 
other important business will be transacted.—F, H. FREWIN, sec. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY, 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, Messrs, Collins and Lees weighed-in jack about 121b,— 


PELICAN, 
ST, JOHN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 18th inst. Messrs, G. Jeffreys, C, Jeffreys, F, Freethy, and Battensby were 
the only members to show fish. At our weekly meeting last Friday it was decided 
to discontinue the Tuesday evening smoking concerts until further notice. We also 
decided to compete for a leg of mutton supper on Jan. 8th, 1888. The 
competition is open to any friend and brother angler who may care to 
join. The supper will take place at our club-house, the Horseshoe, 
Clerkenwell-close, H.C., on Wednesday, Jan. 11th. I shall be glad to receive the 
names of any members or friends who intend to compete, I have already a good 
list, amongst the names being some influential members of the following societies : 
—Crown and Buckland, Great Northern Brothers, Amicable Waltonians, and 


Barbican, Friday, Jan, 6th, is the last day for receiving names ; the draw for sides » 
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will take place on that evening, and conditions for fishing, &c., also decided. I hope 
to have a good response from neighbouring clubs to this invitation.—JouHN 


BATTENSBY, sec, 
aot SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

_ The competition in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society took place on the 18th 
inst., and was in every way a great success. Over 480 competitors actually took 
part in the competition, and was consequently the largest which has taken place 
near London. The special train conveying the competitors left Paddington exactly 
at 8.35, Westbourne Park 8,38, arriving at Langley at 9.10, Immediately on arrival, 
each competitor's ticket was stamped, number entered, and kit examined, all com- 
petitors being punctually started at 10.3 by a signal given by Mr. Ghurney. Over 
thirty stewards attended, and took up positions along the banks, The day 
turned out everything that could be desired, although cold. At four 
o'clock punctually the weighing-in commenced, and resulted as follows :— 
1, Messrs. Bird, Clapham Junction ; 2, Gondham, Peckham ; 3, Adams, Convivial : 
4, Jones, City of London ; 5, Claydon, Prince of Wales; 6, Devon, Good Intent ; 7, 
Scott, Prince of Wales ; 8, Layton, Hearts of Oak ; 9, Little, Convivial ; 10, Murray, 
City of London ; 11, Jenkins, Duke of Norfolk; 12, Roxby, North-Western ; 13, 
Sutton, Cobden ; 14, Lord, Good Intent ; 15, Marsh, Cobden ; 16, Payne, Uxbridge 
Rovers ; 17, Allen, Marylebone ; 18, Baynes, Cambridge ; 19, Pilgrim, Duke of Nor- 
folk ; 20, Wilkins, Duke of Norfolk; 21, Conn, Bermondsey ; 22, Camm, Cobden ; 
23, Gondham, Peckham, specimen perch ; 24, Adams, Convivial, specimen roach ; 
25, Jenkins, Duke of Norfolk, specimen gudgeon. Every prize with the excep- 
tion of one was taken, and from what I can hear, gave great satisfac- 
tion to all concerned. Over six hundred tickets are already sold, and 
a large number are yet unaccounted for. (Secretaries, please forward in same 
as soon as possible). The following gentlemen deserve special mention for their 
support as stewards on the day of the competition :—Messrs, Beckett, Tibbatts, Med 
calf, Wade, Ghurney, Samuels, Solomon, Evans, Thompson, Oatley, Atkins, Page, 
Deplidge, Bryant, Jones, Bartlett, Gray, Smith, Kelly, Thorling, Jennings, 
Wertheim, Jarvis, Howland, Pyser, Pocock, Ellis, Pink, Carter, and Parker. Mr, 
Pink presided at the scales, assisted by Messrs. Deplidge and Jarvis ; while the secre- 
tary was assisted in the stamping of tickets, &c., by Messrs, Ellis and Harris. The 
chairman (Mr, Carter) deserves great credit for the manner he kept order during 
the weighing-in, &c. We received the greatest support both from the Anglers’ and 
Central Associations, for which I wish to heartily thank them.—W. WILSON, 


hon, sec, 
TADCASTER ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

The inaugural dinner in connection with this society was held on Thursday even- 
ing, Dec. 15, at the headquarters, the Golden Lion Hotel, Bridge-street. H. Bromet, 
Esq., president, occupied the chair, and Wm. Callum, Esq., the vice-chair, About 
forty members and friends, including W. Gray, Esq., C. J. Ireland, Esq., and Mr, G, 
Smith (Leeds Royal Exchange) sat down to the good things provided by the host, 
Mr, G. H. Barker, and to which ample justice was done. After the cloth was re- 
moved, and the usual loyal toasts had been given from the chair and duly honoured, 
Mr. W. Callum proposed the toast of the evening, “ Success to the Tadcaster Angling 
Association,” coupling with it the name of Mr. W. Holloway, the secretary, and in 
the course of his remarks spoke of the pleasures to be derived by lovers of the 
gentle art by spending a portion of their leisure on the banks of a river amidst 
lovely scenery with rod in hand, not forgetting that true and comforting friend to 
a solitary fisherman—viz., that inevitable pipe ; and also gave some of his experi- 
ences as a piscator in times past, Mr, Holloway, in responding, stated that since 
the formation of the society in August last about fifty-two members had been en- 
rolled upon the books, and also gave a statement of the funds of the association, 
which appeared to be in a prosperous and flourishing condition ; and in conclusion, 
thanked the company for the very hearty manner in which they had received the 
toast. The chairman next gave “ The Visitors,’ which was briefly responded to by 
Mr. G. Smith (Leeds) in a few appropriate words. The remaining toasts were— 
“The President,” ‘‘ The Patrons,” ‘‘ The Host and Hostess,” &c. During the evening 
songs were contributed by Messrs, Bromet, Gray, Scriven, Clipstono, T. Allen, 
Standidge, and others, and was brought to a close by the company singing the 
National Anthem. From beginning to end the proceedings were very enjoyable,— 
WILLIAM HOLLOWAY, hon. sec, 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above went out on the 18th, Mr. W. Windred saving the 
club from a blank with a few roach, Notice.—Members of the above will fish a 
jack and perch match on the 8th January, at Taplow, for several money prizes,— 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The competition on the 18th inst. resulted in Mr. Hopkins taking first prize, and 
Mr. Delhaye the second ; Mr. Sparrow also had fish. The usual weekly meeting 
took place at the St, Paul’s Tavern on the 22nd, Mr. Hopkins presiding, The minutes 
were confirmed, A communication from the Brunswick Piscatorials was acknow- 
ledged by the secretary. The Boxing Day competition will be held at St. Margaret’s ; 
usual conditions, A vote of thanks to the chair closed the meeting.—MILLER’s 
THUMB. 





AN INSCRIPTION ON THE TOMBSTONE OF MARGARET SCOT, 
WHO DIED AT DALKEITH, IN SCOTLAND, FEBRUARY 9, 1738, 
AGED 125 YEARS. 


Dear Sir,—My uncle, Mr. Charles Jardine, when fishing the North Esk, Scot- 
land, in 1807, copied the following curious inscription in Dalkeith churchyard. 
I thought it sufficiently curious to send to the FIsHING GAZETTE, especially as 
Margaret Scot was a contemporary of Izaak Walton, who died aged 93—she 
exceeding his long span of life by thirty-two years. 


Stop! Passenger until my Life you have read, 
The Living may get Knowledge of the Dead. 
Five times five Years I liv’d a Virgin life, 

Ten Times five Years I liv’d a virtuous Wife, 
Ten Times five Years I liv’d a Widow chaste, 
Now tired of this mortal Life I rest ; 

I from my Cradle, to my Grave have seen, 
Hight mighty Kings of Scotland and a Queen ; 
Four Times five Years the commonwealth I saw, 
Ten Times the Subject rise against the Law ; 
Twice did I see old Prelacy pull’d down, 

And twice the Cloak was humbled by the Gown ; 
An End of Stewart’s Race I saw, and more, 

I saw my Country sold for English Ore ; 

Such Devastation in my Time has been ; 

I have an End of all Perfection seen. 

She was born in the 10th year of the reign of James I. (who was James VI. 
of Scotland)—i.e., 1613 ; and died in the 11th year of the reign of George IT. 
—i.e., 1738. 1613 — 1738 = 125. 

18, Albion-square, E., Dec. 19. A. G. JARDINE. 
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THE first number for the New Year of Cassell’s Saturday Journal will contain 
special features of interest, including a complete story by Theo, Gift, illustrated, 
and the first of a series of humorous full-page illustrations from original drawings 
by Jas, F, Sullivan, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field or argument 
speculation, and experiment,”"—T, E, PRITT. 








[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents, | 


ABOUT A’ TROUT POND. : 

Srr,—Could you, or any correspondent, give me some advice on the subject of 
making a fish-pond for trout? I have two mill dams of three-fourths of an acre in 
extent with nice trout in them ; but they are very apt to be drained in dry seasons, 
so it is not worth while stocking them, I have also a curling pond, which is 
drained in summer, which I think might do, the only drawback to it being that the 
flow of water into it is small; still, it is a fine pond—80 yards by about 40, average 
depth about 3ft., with rough bottom of grass and stones. My last idea is that of 
converting a small marsh of about an acre into a pond. It lies in a hollow, 
surrounded by sloping, arable land, and is covered with long grass, reeds, &c., and 
several clumps of willows. A rapidly-flowing stream runs some 15 yards from it, 
and by diverting its channel the hollow could be filled in a day, and a ditch already 
cut from the marsh to the lower part of the stream would carry the water off. 
Were a sluice placed in the drain a considerable depth of water could be had in the 
pond, which would require almost no embanking round the sides, 

Now I want to know if the grass, reeds, &c,, should be cleared out, and the 
bottom be stripped of the sods and made red earth. This could be only done at the 
sides, as the centre, and almost the whole, of the pond is morass or “ moss,” as we 
call it in Scotland. If some one will give me some hints on the subject, I will be 
much obliged.—I am, &e., 

Dumfries. O; J. Hi 

[We advise “C, J, H.” to get the opinion of a practical pisciculturist after the 
latter has seen the places where it is proposed to makea pond. He cannot do better 
than consult Mr, Armistead, of the Solway Fishery, Dumfries, who knows as much 
as anyone about making trout ponds and breeding not only trout, but the food they 
live on, We feel sure he will say, make the pond on the morass, leave the moss, 
&c,, as it is, and simply cover it with water, Freshwater shrimps and snails should 
be added to the natural stock of life in the morass.—ED. | 








RE FISHING IN NEW ZEALAND AND. AUSTRALIA. 

Srr,—If “C. S. 8.” is an enthusiastic all-round fisher he may look forward to 
splendid sport in the Antipodes, He should take out three rods—a single-ha‘ded 
fly-rod for grayling and brook-tout, a two-handed fly-rod for the large river-trout 
in New Zealand, and a powerful trolling rod for sea-fishing and to do battle with 
the giant trout in the New Zealand lakes, The Lake Wakatipu trout run up to, and 
probably beyond, 301b., and although the local anglers assert that these leviathans 
cannot be taken by fair fishing, there is little doubt that a master of the art of 
spinning and trolling, armed with suitable baits and tackle, would astonish the 
natives and have grand sport. 

English trout and grayling flies are commonly used ; but many large trout are 
taken with minnow, worm, and natural grasshopper. 

The sea-fishing is good all round New Zealand and in some parts of the Australian 
coast. The largest salmon hooks mounted on copper wire, conger hooks on swivels, 
and long conger hand-linesare good for general deep-sea-fishing, such as trumpeter, 
cod, conger, snapper, and shark; and smaller lines and hooks on gut for whiting, 
butterfish, &c., &c, 

An unusually strong gaff, lashed toa long handle (not a screw abomination—that 
unscrews at the critical moment), will prove invaluable for heavy fish, in addition 
to reels, lines, net, flights, casts, et hoc genus omne, which no angler will forget. 
Only the best tackle should be taken, and plenty of it; for if ‘C.S. 8.” contem- 
plates a pleasure tour in the Colonies he will haye many opportunities of lending 
his lines to his less fortunate fellow-passengers. 

‘“‘ Maori-land,” published by the Union Steamship Company, is the best popular 
guide to New Zealand.—I am, Xc., 


December 20, Jock Scorr, 





Srr,—In reply to your correspondent, “C. 8, 8,” 7¢ tackle for New Zealand, I beg 
to say that I have lately sent out parcels of flies, casts, lines, rods, &c., made specially 
for the Colonial work, and shall be pleased to supply “0.8. 8.” with similar, I can 
also give him some valuable hints gleaned from gentlemen who are Hampshire 
fishermen, now on the spot.—I am, &c,, 

64, Parchment-street, Winchester. GEORGE CURRELL, 


A RUSSIAN ANGLER ON CARP-FISHING, 

Sir,—Last spring, when journeying by steamer to a station on the Kama (on 
duty bound), I fell in with a gentleman, whom I soon found out to be a brother of 
the angle, and one accustomed to the use of Hnglish tackle in the bargain. So we 
soon were deep in fishing talk. On learning who I was, he asked my advice how to 
fish for carp reaching the weight of 201b. and more in a river, the bed of which is 
so plentifully stocked with snags and roots that it is quite impossible to give line 
to a fish when hooked, If you do, you lose your fish and part of your tackle ; if you 
don’t, you are sure to be smashed up at a moment’s notice, again losing fish and 
part of tackle, At the same time, the fish are decidedly shy.; the eoarse, local 
tackle is of no use for their capture. So the points of this dilemma may be summed 
up as follows :— 

1, You dare not give line to your prey, but must keep it well under the rod in a 
very limited space. 2. You must use fine tackle; by fine, in this case, is meant 
nothing stouter than No, 4 waterproof line and strongest salmon gut, this tackle 
being extra fine in comparison with the time-honoured 70-hair knotted line, 

After some fumbling about “in different nooks and crannies” of my brains, I 
advised him to get three or four first-rate wands of birch, mountain ash (Pyrus 
Aucuparia), or bird cherry (Prunus Padus), The two latter trees, in some parts of 
my country, give remarkably long—up to 14ft.—perfectly straight, and exceedingly 
tough and springy rods, Five inches from the end of the butt (this space being 
left to give a handy grasp of the rod), a piece of rubber tubing, about jin, diameter 
over all,-and Gin. long, is firmly whipped to the rod ; a ring of brass or steel wire, 
about lin, thick and gin, inner diameter, very smooth, is secured to the other end 
of tubing. Some 7in. or 8in, from where the tubing is whipped to the rod two 
largish brass hooks are secured to the rod, one quarter of its cireumference aside 
from the line in which the tubing lies, On these hooks, the distance between 
which may be about 4in., the spare line is wound. Beginning at about 4in. from 
the upper hook, upright rod rings are whipped to the rod in a line with the tubing. 
Now, having run the line (say, some ten or twelve yards) through all the rings 
of the rod, beginning at the end ring. the line is run through the ring, spliced 
to end of tubing, and from there to one of the hooks, to which it is securely bound. 
Then the line is wound round these hooks in a figure of 8 fashion, leaving hanging 
from the top ring not more than the length of- the rod plus 5ft., so-as to enable the 
angler to have full control over his quarry. Inorder to.do away with slack line, a bit of 
stick may be tied by two half-hitches just in front of the top ring, haying previously 
slightly stretched the tubing by pulling the line through the rings, Thus it will 
be stretched between top ring and ring spliced to rubber tube. 

On perceiving a bite it is necessary to strike a trifle stronger than in ordinary 
fishing, as the rubber tube takes a part of the strain. Such was the tool I had 
“improvised ” and the advice given. 

Some time ago I had a letter from the gentleman to whom I gave it. He writes 
to thank me for my wrinkle, and to say that, thanks to this novel “rigging,” he has 
caught (during July and August) lots of carp up to 183lb. from such places where 
+ had been considered impossible to get a fish of any weight on account of 

e snags, 





Of course, I look upon my “ invention” as a pis-aller, as the French say, and 
would not care to use it myself or recommend its use im waters where there is any 
reasonable chance to kill your fish by means of wineh and running line. _ 

N.B.—(1) I have not given this rod with rubber tubing the slightest trial, so can- 
not speak of it from practical experience, and only report another’s success with it. 
(2) The idea of using rubber to meet the rushes of a large fish isnot mine, A French- 
man, Mr, Poitevin, in his “T/Ami du Pécheur” (“The Angler's Friend”) mentions 
fishing for very large carp by means of long lines without rod. _ Indiarubber tape 
was fastened to the end of these lines, killing the fish by its elasticity.—I am, &c., 

Kazan, Dec. 6. P, TCHERKASOV, 


THE ARTICLE UPON BREAM-FISHING, 

Sir,—Noticing in your last edition remarks and letters upon this subject, I re-read 
the article and Mr, Henry Cafferata’s remarks. I do not think Mr, Cafferata under- 
stood the article, and no doubt he will think the matter and suggestions over again, 
The writer upon bream-fishing, no doubt, wishes to give the Trent men an idea taken 
from the Lea style—in fact, to combine the two methods ; hence the addition of the 
match idea (not at all a bad one if rapidity of taking fish is the point). 

I think had Wm. Bailey, the Trent man, been aware of the use of the match, the 
result of the great roach match would have been a much closer one ; not that I 
think Bailey would have beaten Woodward, for Woodward was at that time the most 
rapid man I had ever seen in landing his fish and re-baiting. There are now a great 
number of Lea men, or men that fish in the Lea style, that give the fish but little 
chance when they do come on the feed. ‘ ; t 

If Mr. Henry Cafferata will try the addition of the match to his Nottingham line 
in swims (and no doubt there are many to be found), he will find that a 12ft, rod, 
used in the advised method, will take fish rapidly, and yet shoulda large chub, 
parbel, or bream require the running line, it could be instantly given.—I am, &c., 

: F, Maucom, 

P.S.—Some years ago, at the Fish and Eels, I had_been trying for jack and perch 
all the morning with no result. So after dinner I determined to try for roach, the 
water being in good colour. It was past 2-o’clock before I left the dinner-table, It 
was sleeting hard and trying to rain ; it had been freezing hard all night, Similar sort 
of weather we are now having, and dark just after 4 o’clock ; in fact, so bad was 
the day two good anglers—Mr., Job West, the brewer, of Hackney, and Mr. Newbold 
—would not turn out again, When I brought in at dusk —just two hours fishing— 
fifty-two roach, weight 30lb., it was at that time considered one of the quickest 
catches upon the Lea, The fish were weighed by Mr. Triger, of Hoddesdon. Sir, 
I think this fact ought to show the great advantage of the tight line over the 


slack, 
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THE “LIGHTNING” DOUBLE-ACTION SPINNER. , 

Srr,—Seeing a note in the “FG.” of last Saturday stating that you had received 
a note from Messrs. Hearder and Son, of Plymouth, calling your attention to my 
“ Lightning” spinner, and that they had sent you a similar bait either in 1882 or 
1883, and that they were the first to bring out this, the deadliest of spinning baits, 
I beg to inform Messrs. Hearder that I first made and used this bait, slightly altered 
in shape, in 1863, and killed my first jack with it in the London waters—namely, at 
Higham Hill Ferry, Walthamstow, commonly called Ford’s Water, and young Ford, 
that was then, landed the fish for me just below the chain of the high bank ; also 
I killed my first Thames trout (now in my office, weight 31b. 2302.), fishing with 
“Old Father Thames,” at Bourne End, on the Thames, with it, the 16th July, 
1876. I have given several away to friends over ten years ago, which I 
can produse. I have fished all around the South Coast, off the Mew Stone 
and Plymouth Breakwater over fifteen years ago for bass and pollock; also 
on the Dart, at a place called Black Place, under Sharpham Woods ; and at Anchor 
Stone, below Lower Dittisham, on the Dart. With a Dr. Weight, I have also tried 


for salmon in the Weir Pool at Totnes, on the Dart, the years when it was rented . 


by a Capt. Garland, who used to laugh at me for trying to catch a salmon with 
“that stupid thing.” 

It is rather strange that I myself should have been born at Plymouth some 
46 years ago. I should not have written this, but one of my friends said I ought 
to put myself right with the public, Let me tell you, the first double-spinner I 
made was with two mussel-shells, 


You are at liberty todo as you like with this; but trust you will put me right, 


Wishing you a “ Very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year,’—I am, &e,, 
52, Seymour-place, Bryanston-square, W. R. HUMPHRIES, 





SEASONABLE DINNER TO THAMES RIVER-KEEPERS, 

Sir,—As I have received several inquiries as to the time fixed for this entertain- 
ment, which I originated some seventeen years ago, will you allow me to inform 
those who are anxious to send their accustomed contribution that it has been post- 
poned for two reasons—First, when it has been held in January, so many of the 
men haye been prevented coming on account of floods and fogs, and, with a 
guarantee, their dinners have had to be paid for; secondly, the time has been fixed 
for the 17th of March, as on that day fifty years ago the T.A.P.S. was first estab- 
lished, and it will be in the close season. It is also thought, on that account, a 
big thing might ‘be made of it. I may be permitted to add, if there are those 
who are anxious or desirous of contributing or making any suggestion, as T shall 
soon commence the work of raising the funds, I shall be happy to hear from them, 
The dinner will be open to the attendance of any of the fishermen whose patrons 
will be wishful to invite them and paying their cost, and also to visitors, on the 
same terms, who may wish to be present on so interesting an occasion,—I am, &c., 

62, Charing-cross, W.C., Dec. 22. W. H, BrouGHaM, Sec. 





OTTER. TRAPS .AND. OTTERS, 2 ; 

Srr,—I should be glad to be informed where the best otter.traps can be procured, 
as those we have now in use. have failed to retain these destructive poachers,— 
Iam, &c. 

62, Charing Cross, W.C., Dec. 21. W. H. BRouGHAM, 

[Mr. Brougham sent us the other day the dead body of an old male Thames trout 
supposed to have been killed by otters. ‘To us it presented the appearance of a fish 
which had died from old age and starvation, and the wounds in it under the throat, 
which was torn open, to have been made by rats, We have had a photograph of its 
head made, and if it comes out well will give it in the GAzpmTTE, The fish had a 
turned-up jaw like an old kelt.—ED. | . 





ON GRAYLING HAUNTS. 

Srr,—Kindly allow me to thank Mr. Howarth for his reminder anent grayling 
in Staffordshire. There is not much in a name in this case, and to be strictly 
correct I perhaps ought to have included not only Staffordshire, but also Notts and 
Leicestershire, for literally grayling are to be found within the limits of each. By 
using the adjective Derbyshire, I had no desire to leave out the important waters 
Mr. H. mentions.—I am, &e., se at lhe 


Sheffield, Dec, 21, LIMPuUs, 





THE DEVONSHIRE BLUE UPRIGHT. 

Sir,—If “A.” wishes to dress a Blue Upright with a distinctly ribbed. body, let 
him take a herl quill from the “eye” of a peacock’s feather. These herls are 
usually marked in black and white longitudinal stripes, particularly towards the 
upper portion of the “eye.” The metallic fringe on the edge of the quill will of 
course, have to be scraped off in the usual manner. These quills are more valuable 
for Duns and Spinners than for the Blue Upright, in my opinion, I generally use 
another coloured herl for the latter fly.—l am, &¢., — 

Tiverton, Dec, 21. ; ‘a ‘R, A) 
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Dec. 24, 1887: 


FLAT-WINGED FLOATING FLIES, 

Srr,—I am afraid my letter about flat-winged flies was not sufficiently clear, as 
“Val Conson”’ evidently thinks the imitations I spoke of were intended for wet 
fly-fishing only. But before speaking further about them, let me thank “ Val 
Conson” for his courtesy in desiring to show me some of the flies he has had dressed 
by Mr. Holland, Some years ago Mr, Hall very kindly sent me specimen flies of 
Mr, Holland's dressing ; they were beautiful examples of the fly-maker’s art, and 
for neatness and delicacy of finish left nothing to be desired, The hackled fly I 
referred to as representative of flat-winged flies, while useful for wet fly- fishing, is 
equally good for dry fly, and as I fish chiefly with dry fly, it is for that purpose I 
generally use it. Although a drowned fly does not come down stream like a 
living fly conspicuously on the surface of the water, he still is, unless in a boiling 
torrent, floating on the top with his body so much submerged, that when there are 
no living flies about it is very difficult to see him, and, if the fish are rising, to tell 
what they are actually taking, I remember on one occasion this difficulty being so 
marked that, after trying to no purpose some Midge flies over a batch of trout that 
were rising furiously to something I couldn’t make out, I sat down on the bank to 
smoke and talk over the matter with our keeper, who, with me, thought the fish 
were “smutting.” 

In a few minutes he went away, and I waded into the stream some yards below 
the rising fish, where I found, on looking into the water, the surface covered with 
drowned flies, resembling Duns of an amber colour, which were being rapidly carried 
down the river, and it was these the fish were taking above. Strange to say, nota 
single Dun or Spinner could be seen floating with wings cocked above the surface. 
My impression was that these flies were spent Orange Spinners brought down from 
a stretch of rapid and broken water some distance up-stream, I immediately put 
up a fly of this description, and fished with it “dry”; and now, referring to’ my 
diary, I find the following entries :—“ June 17, ’87. Found water covered with dead 
Orange Spinners, and had good sport fishing with this fly.” “June 18, Killed 
twelve fish with same fly, fishing from towards 8 p.m. till dusk,” 

I merely instance this occurrence as one where a drowned fly, through lying flush 
with the surface, is unnoticeable from the bank, and that sport may be had under 
such circumstances by fishing dry fly. 

I quite agree with “Val Conson” that the Blue Upright is an imitation of the 
early Duns; but I am not singular in giving it as a dressing of the Willow Fly, 
for when fishing the Lugg last season I saw it repeatedly put up as a dressing 
of that fly. Its usefulness does not cease eyen as the Willow Fly. I consider it 
also represents the Iron Blue, the March Brown, every Dun that comes upon the 
water, and a variety of other insects besides. All this may seem paradoxical when 
one remembers the vast difference of hue and size between, say, the March Brown 
and the Iron Blue, or the latter and the Yellow Dun. Yet itis notso, ‘The dark 
hackled Blue Upright, when used in sharp streams, seems to me to be taken by the 
fish for a fly rising from the larval state tothe surface, as I find an Upright dressed 
on a 0 hook kills well when the Iron Blue is coming up. One dressed on a No, 2 
hook is effectual during a rise of Duns, and when the March Brown 
is about a big Blue Upright on a No. 5 hook will beat anything else 
Icanuse, Then, for dry-fly fishing in fine water, when big trout are shy and 
midging in quiet spots, an upright on a 00 hook is most enticing, as it is not unlike 
many small insects that fall from the bushes. There are, in addition, one or two 
winged modifications of the same diminutive fly that cannot, I believe—at all 
events, on the waters I have fished—be surpassed or often equalled for dry fly-fish- 
ing.—I am, &c., 

Tiverton, Dec, 14, R, A, 





TO PREVENT MOTHS AND RUST, 

Srr,—In reply to “ Regular Subscriber’s” further inquiry, the parent moth de- 
posits its eggs in the felt or flannel of a fly-book, and in the fur or feather of 
the flies, Exact location most frequently about the shoulder of the fly. Sharp 
eyes or a magnifying-glass will detect them if searched for in the fibres of the 
feather ; but it is tiresome work, and they may be so easily overlooked—unless 
the flics are much pulled about—that the use of chloroform is much to be approved, 
Put everything to be protected in a wide-mouthed bottle or jar, big enough to hold 
fly-books if required ; arrange an air-tight cover, as bladder, oiled silk, oiled paper, 
or some easily-contrived stopper that will prevent air going into the jar (chloro- 
form vapour does not ascend in air), Everything having been put in, take a piece 
of rag or old pocket-handkerchief, and put it, crumpled up, on the top of the con- 
tents in the jar, then sprinkle upon it about a quarter of an ounce of methylated 
chloroform, Put on the cover or stopper, and lay aside until next spring. Quantity 
of chloroform named will do for a jar of about two quarts capacity. Have treated in 
this manner five fly-books and about two gross of salmon and trout-flies for some 
four years past with perfect success.—I am, &c., THOS, HAWKSLEY, 





IRISH PIKE—SLAPTON LEA. 

Srr,—If “ Esox Lucius” will try Lough Derg at the upper end, I will answer for 
his getting larger pike than those he speaks of catching at Carrick-on-Shannon. 
February and March are the best months, and I have also done well in April. You, 
of course, know there is no close time for pike in Ireland. 

With regard to “ Rusticus,” on “ Pike, Pleasure, and Plenty,” unless things have 
been changed of late years, there is no winter fishing on Slapton Lea proper, as Nir 
Lydston Newman preserves it for the sake of the wild fowl shooting. But by going 
on a couple of miles to Tor Cross, the angler will find good treatment at Vicary’s 
Hotel, and good sport in his water.—I am, &c., 

Dee, 11, AOME, 


~ NETTING THE SERPENTINE—DISPOSAL OF THE FISH. 

S1r,—I should be glad to know who is responsible for the disposal of the fish 
netted out of the Serpentine last week, I hear that an enormous quantity of roach, 
carp, and tench were taken to the Welsh Harp Fishery at Hendon. The question of 
allowing the public to fish in Hyde Park is effectually disposed of. The parks being 
kept up by the public, surely any fish taken from there should be transferred to 
public waters, and I, in common with many others, would like to know by what 
right the fish from the Serpentine were disposed of to the lessee of the Welsh Harp 
reservoir? I can, if necessary, produce a friend who saw the fish being taken away 
in the Hendon Local Board water-cart No. 2.—I am, &c., 

24, Artillery-lane, Bishopsgate-street Without, Dec. 19, H. J. TIBBATTS. 

[We should like to see an official reply to this query. It reminds us of J. ohnny 
Chat’s account of how he stocked his friend’s pond.—ED. ] 








FOUL-HOOKING AN EEL, 

Str,—I fancy a capture I made last summer when roach-fishing is a rather 
unusual one, and possibly may interest some of your readers. 

When striking at what apparently was a very slight bite I found I was into 
something, which proved eventually to be a small eel of about zlb, securely hooked 
through the back just beneath the fin, Unless the eel was almost stationary, it is 
difficult to understand how a small roach-hook could obtain sufficient hold to pene- 
trate the slippery side of a small eel.—I am, &c., J. W. C, 

[We never heard of an eel being foul-hooked by accident before. What a dance 
“J, W. C,” would have had if the eel had been a decent size.—ED. } 





_ DOES THE CONGER BARK? 
Srr,—I must candidly admit that there is an immensely wide difference between 


_ a“ guttural cough,” a “croak,” and a “bark.” If I understand the matter rightly, 


a “bark” is a sharp, incisive noise utterly distinct from a “guttural cough” or 
“croak,” and I imagine that no fish has any vocal chord ; and as the conger, as you 
say, has no “ yocal chord,” the whole idea of a “bark” is Sheer nonsense, Under 
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these circumstances, the phrase “bark” is entirely inappropriate, and should not 
be used.—I am, &e., M., A, 


N.B.—The old saying, “ What everybody says must be correct,” has once more been 
proved wrong, Mr. Editor. 








MR. JARDINE’S ARTICLES, 


Srr,—Your correspondent, “E. J. W.,” I think misunderstood that part of my 
article in the “ F, G.,” Dec. 10, alluding to the river Colne. I did not mention the 
half-mile of stream between Horton Bridge and Bell Weir, which I knew was a 
private fishery, though not aware it is now rented by the Piscatorial Society. 

My information was, that society had about two miles of very nice water above 
the “railway crossing,” including the Mill pool; but how barbel got up there I 
must confess puzzled me,—I am, X&ce., 

18, Albion-square, E. A, G, JARDINE, 
ARIE NE SRE SO TD aS A A 





IMPORTANT WORK ON THE FISHES OF NORTH 
AMERICA, 


MR. WILLIAM C. HARRIS, the editor of the. American Angler, has 
undertaken to publish an important work, entitled “ The Fishes of 
North America,” for which he has been five years engaged in col- 
lecting the material. It will be illustrated by chromo-lithography 
from designs on canvas by an artist who accompanied Mr. Harris 
on his fishing excursions, and who made his sketches before the 
sheen of the colour-tints on the fishes had faded. Each fish repre- 
sented was caught with Mr. Harris’s own rod, with the artist stand- 
ing near the pool at the time, or with his easel in the stern of the 
boat. The work will be issued in parts, of which there will be 40, 
portraits being given of 80 or more fishes that are taken by hook and 
line in the fresh and salt waters of North America. It is estimated 
that the expense of the plates alone will aggregate 15,000dols. 'The 
first part will be issued at an early date, and the others will follow 
on the 15th of each month ; price, about 6s. per part. 





CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS, 1887. 


THE Great Eastern Railway Company announce that a special booking-oftice will 
be opened at the Liverpool-street Station from the 19th to the 24th December for 
the issue of tickets for use from Liverpool-street Station on any day up to and in- 
cluding the 25th December ; also that tickets may be obtained at the Company’s 
West-End office, 61, Regent-street, and at the City and West-End booking-offices as 
under :—Blossoms Inn, Lawrence-lane, Cheapside; 48, Lime-street, City ; Spread 
Hagle, 3, Whittington-avenue, Leadenhall Market ; Swan with Two Necks ; Gresham- 
street ; Messrs, Cook and Son, Ludgate-circus, Fleet-street ; Messrs. Gaze and Sons, 
Strand; Messrs. Cook and Son, Hotel Metropole, Charing-cross; 9, Grand Hotel- 
buildings, Charing-cross; Golden Cross, Charing-cross ; 70, St. Martin’s-lane ; 28, 
Regent-circus, Piccadilly ; 34, Albert-gate, Knightsbridge ; 33, High-street, Kensing- 
ton ; Mr, Whiteley, Westbourne-grove ; Messrs. Cook and Son, First Avenue Hotel, 
Holborn ; 16, Holborn ; 241, Oxford-street ; Hotel Windsor, Victoria-street, West- 
minster. On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th December, 
additional trains will be run from Liverpool-street to relieve the principal main line 
trains, On Christmas Eve a Special Train will leave Liverpool-street at 8.3 p.m. 
for Ipswich, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, &c.; also, for the accommodation of persons de- 
tained at business until late in the evening, Special Midnight Trains will leave 
Liverpool-street at 11.55 p.m. for Bishop’s Stortford, Cambridge, Ely, Dereham, 
Norwich, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, &c., and at 12.15 a.m, for Colchester, Ipswich, Bury 
St. Edmund’s, Norwich, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, &c. On Christmas Day a Special Train 
will leave Liverpool-street at 9.0 a.m, for Ipswich, Norwich, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, &¢., 
and the 8.2 a.m. train from Liverpool-street will be extended to St. Ives, Peters- 
borough, Lynn, Dereham, Brandon, Norwich, &c. Special Trains will be run for 
the conveyance of Christmas parcels, and senders are desired by the Company to 
fasten the address to each package securely, and, as an additional security against 
loss or delay, are recommended to put inside each package another address of the 
consignee, 





PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—What is more comforting in cold and damp weather than “ Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficial to the weak and aged than this wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men ? What do sportsmen and travellers find more sustaining thana 
flask of this unrivalled liqueur and for whoma stronger quality (“Sportsman’s’?) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations. Observe our branded corks and capsules, Sold by Wine Merchants, and by Thomas 
Grant and Sons, Maidstone, and 46, Gresham-street, H.C. Makers of the delicious Morella Marmalade, 


Sold by Grocers. 
Ouse, Brandon, Suffolk, The~ Proprietor of 








TO LONDON ANGLERS. 


Excellent General Fishing (Pike, Perch, Chub, 
&c.) can be had in a long stretch of the River 








AND 
the Ram Hotel is an angler, and will bait swims, 
and supply Ground-bait, Boats, and Refreshments, 
on most reasonable terms, 


A Mr. Agger, from Cambridge, caught seven 
Pike in a stretch of 45 yards of water, and several 
other fish have been caught during ths past week. 


There is also Shooting for Wild Fowl Free on 
the River Ouse. 


Of all the favourite varieties of 
SALMONID#, 


FOR SALE, 


COUGHS CHADWICK’S COLDS 

COUGHS COMPOUND BALSAM OF COLDS 

FOR PRICE LIST APPLY TO COUGHS TINSEED HONEY, Gou08 
COUGHS AND NEXT. COLDS 


A Marvellous Cure, COLDS 


COUGHS 
THOS. ANDREWS, WESTGATE COUGHS For Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, oot 
COUGHS Asthma, Bronchitis, Wheezing, ‘ 
HOUSE, GUILDFORD. COUGHS Difficulty in Breathing, Con- COLDS 
COUGHS sumption, and all Complaiats of COLDS 
COUGHS the Chest, Throat, and Lungs. COLDS 
Prepared only by G. N.CHADWIOK, Chemist, 105, 


BURGH i PARK North-street, Leeds,—Sold in bottles, 184d. and 
2s. 9d. each, by all Chemists. Sent to any address 
for 1s. 8d. and 3s in stamps. 
FISHERY 
e 
Chest aud Lungs brought on by Cold. 
Afew Year-Old BLACK BASS for SALE, | sola by all Chemists and Patent Medicine Vendors. 
_ | MAson, Leeds, 


D#. BROWN’S GOUGH GURE, 
EYED TROUT OVA, lds. per 1,000 
ONE DOSE GIVES INSTANT RELIELF. 
Wholesale Agents :—Butler and Crisp, London ; 
W. T. SILK, Stamford. 














OR BALSAM OF LINSEED & HONEY, 
hs andaliComplaints ofthe 
FRY from £1 per 1,000, Cures Cous 
Year-Old FISH at reduced rates, ONE BOTTLE EFFECTS A SPEEDY OURE, 
In Bottles, 1s. 13d. and 2s. 9d. each, 
Raines, York ; Goodall, Backhouse, and Co., Leeds; 
or post free direct from the Manufacturer, W. B. 
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Money returned if Watch is not approved of. 
A PERFECT WATCH 


Post Free, in Case, for 


i=/S 


This New It has a 
s H Y P ‘ Second Hand, 
i 
WATCH 8 
winds up in a few Enamel Faced, 
turns. and is 
Hands are set gua’anteed 
a 


without opening 


tke Watch. Good Timekeeper. 





This Engraving is froma Photograph, and shows the perfect manner in which this Watch is finished, 


NOTE. — This best Nickel Keyless Watch only takes about five seconds to wind up, and then goes 
for about Thirty-five Hours. The mechanism for setting the hands and winding is identical with that 
of the best Gold Keyless Watch. The movements are of the soundest quality, with jewelled escape- 
ment, and gilt in the best manner, The ratchet is so arranged in this Watch as to render breakages 
and escape of clips next to impossibl2. . 





London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street. 


FISHINGS TO LET. 


TO BE LET, FOR A TERM, 
WITH FISHING, IN HANTS, 


About One Mile from a good market town and station, a DETACHED Very Pretty 


VILLA RESIDENCE, 


Containg large Dining-Room, Drawing and Breakfast Rooms, Six Bedrooms, Water- 
Closet, Kitchen, Pantry, Cellar, &c., and the usual Outdoor Offices, Small Green- 
house, Coach-house, Stabling for two horses, good Tennis Lawn, small Garden. The 
Fishing is within a drive, or a few minutes by rail, and is over two or more miles 
on a well-known Hampshire River. Hunting and Shooting can be had in the 
neighbourhood. Occupation from December 25th next. Rent £70 per annum, 
Fixtures small, at a valuation. Apply to Messrs. F. ELLEN and SON, Auctioneers 
and Estate Agents, The Mart, Andover ; or to Mr. H. HAMMANS, Brewer, Andover. 














SNUG WINTER QUARTERS; /MATLOQCK BATH, 


CROSS KEYS HOTEL, 


Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, N.B, 
(Close to the beautiful and winding “ Hsk.’’) 


Situated in the midst of the finest scenery in all 
the “ Borderland,” no Hotel in the South of Scot- 
land affords 8 more cosy winter retreat, The 
district is teeming with historical interest. Several 
old Castles and Border Keeps in the vicinity. 
Twelve miles from Carlisle and six from Langholm. 
Splendid huntiag neighbourhood ; two packs of 
hounds within easy reach. Air pure and bracing. 
Good accommodation in Hotel, private sitting- 
rooms, &c. and charges moderate. Large Farm 
attached. Posting. Three railway stations close 
at hand, and Poat-office 100 yards off. 
ALEXAND. ELDER, Proprietor. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 35 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp, 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


Sutherlandshbire. 
FIRST-CLASS SALMON FISHING 


On Loch Naver, beginning on 13th 
January, 1888. For particulars and 
conditions apply to W, MUNRO, Altna- 
harra, Lairg, N.B, 





DERBYSHIRE. 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late ‘“ Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Hote. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona, I.0.M.) 








ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 

L WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 

Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCHSTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 


N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable, The Teme is 
& noted grayling stream. 
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Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- 
c land, the Princess of Wales, 
eo Hon, W, E. Gladstone, and 
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SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 
8, SHOREDITCH, E. 


Slightly Soiled Coats can frequently be had at low prices. 


HUMPHRIES’ 


LIGHTNING SPINNER. 
























































































































































This New Spinner has been most successfully tried this season, It does not kink the line, A 
deadly bait for Salmon, Trout, Pike, Perch, Chub, Bass, Mackerel, &c. (Registered Nos, 82932 & 82933) 


Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, writes :— Your Double Action Lightning 
Bait ought to have a big run, as there is no doubt it will. I can safely recommend it to all who use 


spinning baits ; the double action being very attractive.’’ 
Prices: 1/6, 2/-, 


Money returned if Bait is not approved of. 


2/6. 3/6. 
Invented and Manufueured by 


ROBT, HUMPHRIES, 52, SEYMOUR PLACE, BRYANSTON SQUARE, LONDON, W 


OLD BAITS REPLATED AS NEW. AGENTS WANTED. ~ 


FISHING RODS AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “FISHING GAZETTE” GOSSAMER GUT LINES, 


Three yards, 8d.each. Post Free, 9d. 

“We want nothing better than his finest, on which we have this season killed a 2b. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 21b. eel, and a 41b. pike, and that, too, on a stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly season.”—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18,1888. See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTH for Dec, 17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1882 ; 
and March 8th, 1884, 

RODS.—Fly, brazed winch fittings, from 4s. 6d. to 2ls.; Trolling, do., 4s.; Hickory, do., 5s. to 
10s. 6d. ; Bamboo Roach and Bream, do, pack in three, 2 tops, 15ft., 63. ; 18ft., 88. 6d. ; 20ft., 10s. 6d. 5 
with 2 Winch Fittings, 18ft. 10s. 6d.; 20ft. 12s. 6d. Hickory or Mottled Cane, 15ft , German-silver 
fittings, solid rings, division bag and spear, will make a jack rod, 10ft.6in., 12s. 6d.; ditto, double- 
brazed, 14s, 6d. to 21s. 6d. 

REELS.—Nottingham Wood polished, 4in., 2s,6d.; 34in., 1s. 9d.; movable check, 3}in., 43.5 
4in., 5s. ; bronze check, 2in., 1s. 9d.; 24in., 2s. 6d.; 3in., 43. 

Bronze Revolving Plate Check Reels, 2in., 88. 6d.; 2hin., 4s. 6d.; 2}in., 48, 6d.; 3in., 63. 6d.; 3fin., 
7s.6d. Brass Reels, solid backs, 2hin., 1s. 9d.; 3in,, 2s. 6d, 

LINES.—Best Plaited Silk Waterproof Line, 20 yards, 1s.; stout,1d.per yard. Salmonline,1}d. yard, 
8s. 6d, 100. Plaited Hemp Line, 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s. per 100. The new Plaited Flax Line, 20 yards, 
7a. ; tanned, 8d., 60 yards, 2s. Tanned’ Watercord, 20 yards, 24d., 1s. per 100. Spoon Baits from 6d. 
each ; very best quality, silver plated, from 1s. 4d. Devons, Totnes, and Minnows, from 6d.each. Gut 
or Gimp Flights, 6d. each. Jardine Snaps, 33d. Pennel Snaps, 24d. Ryder’s Snaps, 2d, each. 
Double Live Bait Hooks, 1s. 3d. doz. Crystal and all other Hooks on best gut or hair, 6d. per doz. ; 
on gossamer gut, 8d. doz. Gut or Gimp Traces, 6d. each. Twisted Gut, do., 4 swivels, can be used 
with or without a LEAD, ls, ; Gimp, do., 10d. each. 

Treble Box for Holding Casts, Traces, Flies, Lines, &c., 1s. 9d.; post free, 28, 
{n FISHING GAZETTH, Jan. 24,1885, Postage extraoa all orders. . 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 8.W. 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 





See notice 





“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 
fe) lu, 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, < Sa 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE 
UP WHILE CaSTING. 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 








Dec. 31, 1887. 


Inns of Court Family Hotel, 


HIGH HOLBORN and LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


CENTRAL, QUIET, COMMODIOUS. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. MODERATE TARIFF, 


HUTCHINSON AND SON 


(LATE ADLINGTON AND HUTCHINSON), 
Es 4a. Ea, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of FIRST-CLASS FISH HOOKS, 


SINGLE, DOUBLE, and TREBLE, TAPER and EYED, 


ORIGINAL MAKERS and INTRODUCERS of the CELEBRATED EYED, DRY 
FLY HOOKS, “Sneckey Limerick ” Bronzed, sizes 000 up to No. 10, and Sneck- 
bend Blue, sizes 00 up to No. 3. 

fete eee Pomrehn ne oer Bame { Adltagton & Hutchinson, } renga 

MAY BE HAD FROM MOST RESPECTABLE TACKLE DEALERS, 

TROUT, MORT, and SALMON FLIES, RODS, REELS, LINES, and EVERY 

VARIETY OF FISHING TACKLE, 








ESTABLISHED 1745. 
GEO. HOLLAND, of 96, CRANE STRERT, SALIS- 
BURY, Practical Fiy-Fisher and Fly Maker, begs to 
inform Anglers that he is now prepared to execute 
orders for his STANDARD TROUT and GRAYLING 
FLIES for Hampshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and all 


other Streams, at the following prices for cash :— 


Hackle Flies, 1s. 9d. per dozen. Single-winged Flies, 28, per dozen. Double-winged Floaters, 23. 6d, 











per dozer. Ibis, Macaw, and Indian Crow Tags, 2s. 6d. per dozen. Bumbles, ditto, on gut, or Eyed 
Hooks. EVERY HOOK IS TESTED BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER TYING. G. H. is Agent for 
the Celebrated English Split- Cane Fly Rods, made by 
8. H has Special Patterns for Dry- 
Fly Fishing, as used by some of the best Hampshire 
Anglers. Agent for Messrs. Eaton and Deller's Rods 
Lines, Reels, &c. Also for Messrs. Redpath and Co, 
Gut 
sold in three-yard Tapered Casts, or in Hanks. This Gut is of the best quality obtainable, and carefully 
selected. Flies made to order, and from the Patterns given in Mr, Halford’s “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them.” G. H., having zersonal and practical knowledge of Fly- 
Customers as to the Best Killers for different seasons and localities, ‘ 
PIKE and GENERAL FISHING in the Avon TO LET, by Day, Week, or 
Month, 
George Holland, 96, Crane Street, Salisbury. , 
Bi 8) Rs BS BD 
Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &¢, 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, St. Dunstan's House, Fetter-lane, 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not utidertake to return rejected MSS. uniess accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls,and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


Messrs. Hardy Brothers, and 
Hickory and Greenheart Fly Rods. Holland’s Cobweb 
Fishing, both in North and South Country Streams, is able to advise his 
See 
London, E.C. 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
and the Provinces, 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZUTTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sam 


a pson Low, Marston and Oo., 
the Proprietors, St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, London, to whom 


all money payments should 
be made, 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Treland.......+ 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months Pm ” ” ” wieie ace ae 5 4 


», Three Months ,, ¢ : - - Pe eigmalgatend 28 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Spedearions respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1887. 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 














SPECIAL NOTICE, 


FROM this date all letters for the Editor, all remittances, and com- 


munications respecting advertisements in the FISHING GAZETTE, 
should be addressed to 


THE “FISHING GAZETTE,” 
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, London. 


SS SE ee i EE 





CHANGE OF PRINTING AND PUBLISHING OFFICE. 


ON and after Saturday, January 7, 1888, the FISHING GAZETTE 
will be printed and published by the Blackfriars Printing and Pub- 
lishing Co., 8, Salisbury-court, Fleet-street, E.C. 
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SALMON AND TROUT-ANGLING—LIU. 
By W. Murpoou. 
(Continued from page 376.) 
THE INVER (SUTHERLANDSHIRR), 


SALMON FLIES.—Jock Scott, Butcher, Black Doctor, and Blue Doctor 
are the greatest favourites with the majority of Inver anglers; and 
next to them in popularity, either for a first trial ora change, are 
Bruce, Popham, Poinder, Childers, Northern Wasp, Dusty Miller, Sir 
Archibald, and Green Highlander. Some other patterns may be 
equally good ; but so far as has been ascertained, there are none with 
arecord at their credit to equal that of any of those named. The list, 
although certainly not along one, yet includes nearly every fly which 
the best and longest experienced rods have repeatedly found it to 
their advantage not to be without. There is ample variety in it, 
and under whatever conditions it is possible by fly-fishing to score 
a kill, one or other of the patterns will be found to answer, provided 
the angler is up to his work. 

In the matter of dressing, it is found that a fly with (for its size) about 
medium quantity of material in both wing and body is most to the taste of the 
fish. The most serviceable sizes of hooks in spring are 2/0, No. 0, 13, and 1; 
in summer, No. 14, 1, 2, and 3; and in autumn, 2/0, 3/0, 4/0, and 5/0 (William 
Bartleet and Sons’ scale, of Dublin, Limerick hooks); but smaller or larger than 
any of those indicated are sometimes necessary during the different seasons. As 
small as No. 8 has been used in summer and as large as 8/0 in autumn—and 
successfully both seasons. 

SaLMon CasTs.—There are 27 named casts in the river without counting 
occasional casts. Beginning with the most seaward cast of all the order in which 
they occur is :—Lower Beat.—Carpenter’s Pool, Rocky Pool 1, Rocky Pool 2, 
Mill Pool, Ladder Pool, ‘‘ The Gravestone,” Pollock, Pol-Crodh, 'Turn Pool, Red 
Pool, Island Pool, Dyke Pool, Whirl Pool, Long Pool. Upper Beat.—Brackloch 
Pool, Deer Pool, Enchanted Pool, Washing Pool, Minister’s Pool, Bridge Pool, 
Black Pool, Neck of Narrows, Lower Grassy, Upper Grassy, Loch-an-un-Isgach, 
Upper Bridge Pool, Loch Garvey. 

DESCRIPTION Or Casts (by Mr. W. Mackay).—Carpenter’s Pool is the lower- 
most salmon cast in the river, and though only a wee bit above high-water 
mark it is, nevertheless, the “rest” for a short time of a good proportion of the 
fish that ascend. It is rocky, as is more or less the case with all the pools up to 
the Island Pool ; and as from the last-mentioned pool to the mouth of the river 
the descent is considerable all along, it is only in the clarag, or smooth black 
water outside the force of the main current, that any fish can be caught in this 
stretch of the river during the time of a heavy flood. Seldom, however, is the 
flooding so great as to render all the regular casts unfishable. Above the Island 
Pool the river is always in some sort of angling ply, and although when a big 
spate is ‘“‘on” the very best catches do not so certainly as at other times com- 
pensate the patience and undoubted skill of the veteran angler, yet perseverance 
usually rewards the fisher who plays his fly carefully in the slackest water, 
ceteris paribus. Carpenter’s Pool is in best order when the river is in medium 
volume. The tail part is the surest catch, and here the angler, if the river is 
any flooded, should fish very carefully close in to the right bank, a little below 
the two large stones. In the clarag or flat down below the pool a fish is some- 
times got during a spate. Rocky Pools 1 and2 are, as names suggest, both very 
rocky. They arein good favour. In each case, fish generally come from close 
to the right bank, pretty near the end of the pool. Above these pools the river 
takes a sharp curve, is rocky, and the course of the water impeded by huge 
boulder and angles of fixed rock, and with Inver plantation on the right bank, 
and shrubs of birch and hazel on the left, this picture of Nature would feast 
the eye and cheer the soul of one of artisto-ssthetic proclivities. Mill Pool 
requires along cast. There is a sloping smooth rock on the right bank, pretty 
near the tail of the pool, and leaning on this rock is a conspicuous round stone, 
from the shelter of which a fish is almost sure to be wiled when the river is in 
good fettle. This pool should be carefully fished. The smooth water to the 
left side is the likeliest place during a spate. Lower Inver is never fished from 
the right bank, but the only reason for this is that the other bank is much more 
accessible, Ladder Pool has high and precipitous banks, and, as suggested by 
the name, a ladder is actually stationed here to facilitate ascent in the event of 
having to follow a fish down stream. The access to the pool is comparatively 
safe, and the angler can quite easily fish every foot of water in which a fish is 
likely to lie. The tail of the cast is fished from the shoulder of a rock, beyond 
which it is impossible to get, and here it is that the ladder is fixed to be in requi- 
sition in case of sudden emergency. This is a good pool, and is fished from head 
to foot ; but the best lies are to the right bank from opposite the ladder down- 
ward. There are lots of boulders lying about in that part, and the fish come 
with a rush when not perhaps expected. From the summitof the hill right above a 
glorious view is obtained of mountain, marine, and woodland scenery. “ The Grave- 
stone,” the next cast, is difficult to get at, for the pathway, by no means a model one, 
here terminates, and as a substitute a chain, by which “ the foot is fain assistance 
from the hand to gain,” is the only means the angler has of letting himself down 
the bank ; but the cast is not approachable at all during big spates, as the low 
narrow foothold or track is then submerged to the depth of several feet, and not 
even a man with as sure a foot as a Hielan sheltie could hold himself on it a 
moment against the fury of the waters. A good pool is the “Gravestone,” with 
large stones here and there, and to the right bank and near the end of the pool 
are the surest places fora rise. Ina biggish water there is a smooth corner on 
the right hand, protected from the force of the current by a jutting ledge, where 
fish lie and are hooked. A little above this is Pollock, a very good pool ; then 
follows a broad, long flat up to Pol-Crodh, or Cattle Pool (a little above the 
market stand), so called because on market days the cattle, when the weather 
was very hot, used to wade into this pool to cool themselves. A remarkably fine 
view of Quinag, in the rear, is obtained from this point. Higher up a little is 
the Turn Pool ; then comes the first of five very good pools—Red Pool to wit. 
Red Poolis partly gravelly, partly stony. In the centre isa large boulder, which 
shows above the surface even when the river is in goodish volume, and from this 
point downward every inch of the water should be carefully searched. There 
is a good stretch altogether, and fish may come at any place. Careful fishing, 
beginning at the top, which is always considered a choice hold, usually rewards 
the angler who has patience to work every bit of this cast with a suitable fly 
when the river is in right trim. Here, as the banks are high, the angler must 
be careful not to protrude himself so as to throw his shadow on the water, for, 
owing to the peculiar formation of the hills on either side of the river, the sun 
reflects the shadow of any moving object with remarkable distinctness, and thus 
it is that any unnecessary exhibition of self would be likely to entail disappoint- 
ment where stealth and wariness might ensure success. The same is true of 
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all the pools with high banks. Jsland Pool has a stony bottom, and though 
fish are known to come at the tail of the pool, the head is certainly the best 
when the water is a middling size; should, however, the current be of much 
greater than average density, the lowermost part of the cast is the likeliest 
place of all. Dyke Pool.—The whole of this pool is invariably fished. It is 
stony, not deep, and in the eddy on the left-hand side fish very often lie. There 
is most chance above the dyke, and in the lower part of the pool when the river 
is high. At other times a braw fish is often got'in the head of the pool by fish- 
ing off the dyke. Whirl Pool is a 20-yards cast, and a very “holding” one. 
There is first a long gravel flat, at the tail of which, in the season, fish always 
lie, and on approaching which the angler ought every moment to expect a tug, 
as this is a capital part; then comes the “ whirl”—a huge, deep hole, mever 
good, even for fair sport ; and after that the shallow tail-end of the pool, 
where often a good fish is hooked, Long Pool is a considerable length, but not 
broad, except on nearing the tail-end, where a longish cast is requisite. This 
cast is partly muddy, with reeds on the Inver side, from opposite the middle of 
which the fish usually rise. It is a capital pool for heavy salmon. Brackloch 
Pool.—This pool also has a reputation for containing large fish. Itis a long 
piece of still water, and reckoned only a fair cast. It fishes best late in the 
season. The rather monotonous scenery in this locality is rendered painfully 
vivid by the hillocky surface, which is only partially covered with vegetation, 
and the entire absence of trees adds to its sterile appearance. Deer Pool. This 
is an excellent pool withal, and gravelly, or, at least, comparatiyely smooth, 
bottomed. At the side of the large stone in the centre fish le all the season, 
and it is quite unusual for this cast and the head of the pool to beth fail when 
the river is in order and the weather auspicious. A pretty long cast'is required. 
The tail of the pool should always be fished, and when in ply Deer Stream is 
worthy of careful attention. Enchanted Pool—This is more a stream than a 
pool, and, likely enough, the angler’s experience will prove it to’ be rather an 
indifferent catch. Washing Pool is very good, and can be fished successfully 
even when the river is much swollen. ‘There is one sure place about the middle 
of the pool, and another at the tail. Minister's Pool is an excellent cast, and 
pretty long. Near the centre is a large sunken stone about which fish often 
come. All the pool should be fished with care—even the narrow, rapid neck, 
although it is not often found to yield ; and the angler ought to keep well out 
of sight, as the bank is high above the water. Near the tail of the pool is best 
when the river isin medium flow. Bridge Pool.—Immediately below Inver- 
ooplan Bridge, this is a small, circular pool, rocky and rapid at the head. The 
usual lie is off the rock on the right bank, well down to the lower end. Black 
Pool.—This is a good cast, with large stones scattered over the bottom. When 
the river is high it is usually fished from both banks, and on such occasions the 
lower half especially deserves a good trial. Above this four small pools (fished 
when in right order) occur in succession, and after them comes the Neck 
or Head of Narrows. All this cast is good, and when the weather is 
favourable and the water in trim the chances are in favour of the angler, pro- 
vided he does not allow himself or his shadow to be seen by the fish. Lower 
Grassy.—Although usually containing plenty of fish this pool is not of much 
account. It is along, semi-circular flat of dead water, very muddy in the centre, 
and with long reeds to the left bank ; head fairly rapid and gravelly. Upper 
Grassy is a pretty good fishing pool, long but not’ broad. It is fished from the 
right bank, and in consequence of a high rock close behind it is difficult to get 
out line when a strong head wind prevails. To the right bank, from the middle 
of the pool downward, is the best water, and at the tail there is a capital lie 
near mid-stream. Loch-an-un-Isgach (fishing loch) is in high repute. It is 
properly an expansion of the river ona flat’or basin. Befgre running into the 
loch the river divides into three streams; atid it is at the junction of these streams 
that the angler has chiefly to do. Here there is a fine ripple, and the strength 
of the current scoops out the gravel, thus forming a number of lies for the fish. 
The whole of this water is very good; but to be able to fish it as it should be 
fished the angler must wade through thé streams to the other side, fishing most 
carefully the while he advances. here is a boat, but it is seldom used. Half- 
way down the loch isa cast where a fish is sometimes got. ‘Upper Bridge Pool 
(Little Assynt) is not a cast of much importance. It is fished from the right 
bank, is stony, rough, and with trees on the left-hand side. Loch Garvey is not 
so large as Loch-an-un-Isgach. There is a boat on it; but for salmon it is 
usually fished by wading, not necessarily deep. In blowy weather the boat is 
used, The streamy upper part, down to the still water, is the favourite cast. 
When fish are running the chance of capturing a fresh-run one is as good here 
as further down the river. This is the uppermost cast in Inver—is close to, 
and, indeed, may be called a continuation of, Loch Assynt. 





ON THE HAUNTS OF.THE GRAYLING : ANGLING CHAT. 
By,..°) LIMPOS. 2 
(Continued from page 396.) 


CHAT THE THIRD.—THE WESTERN OR WELSH AND BORDER 
COUNTIES DISTRICT, 


- IN anticipation of our chat this evening,” said my friend, next 
time we met to talk over the haunts of the grayling, “I have 
been looking up the geography of the Western District as you 
called it,’?_ 

“Capital!” said I, “You will now be better able to comprehend 
what I.may call the general survey. You know everybody does 
not go angling into Mid-Wales if they go to Shrewsbury and 
Worcester; but there are plenty of people, I have no doubt, who 
haye gone on angling excursions, and yet who have never visited 
the rivers reachable from even those two towns,” 

That is so, doubtless,” agreed my friend ; ‘ but, interesting as the district 
may be about these two county towns, I should imagine the scenery and general 
attractiveness of the up-country amid the Welsh mountains is of a still higher 
character.” a 

.,., For wildness and rugged beauty it, perhaps, is,” I replied ; “ p fer- 
tility and_ arboricultural ieeelinn, the be of the Wye sa of et mead 
will take the palm. So will they also excel in piscatorial treasures when the 
streams which water them assume the more dignified character of becoming 
rivers. However, to start with our survey, you know where Plinlimmon is?” 

Quite so,” he ‘put in ; “it is a very prominent height between Lilanidloes 
and Machynlleth, and some dozen miles or so above Aberystwith, within the 
borders of Montgomeryshire.” 

Right,” said I. “Well, as I told you in our first chat, several important 
streams take their rise around Plinlimmon, and whilst those running west 





contain no. grayling, those running east and south are most of them fairly 
stocked. Now this, as I have already pointed out, is a singular fact ; at all 
events, if it is not true at the moment, it was true some years ago, and to show 
you more plainly, I want you to remember that on the west side is the water- 
shed of the Rheidol running down to Aberystwith, and on the north that of two 
or three tributaries of the Dyfi or Dovey coming down to the same coast on the 
western side also.’ These contain no grayling, so far as [ know; but on the 
eastern side is the head-water of the Severn, first running east, then north, then 
east again, and finally southward to the Bristol Channel, taking up streams on 
its way, and on the southern side there are likewise the head-waters of the Wye, 
which, though starting within only some half a: mile of the other, pursue an 
opposite course along the borders of Radnorshire, snd, likewise taking up other 
streams, find their way through Hereford and along the borders of Monmouth- 
shire to Chepstow, where they join the Severn. These two rivers and their 
tributaries, with only one exception, which I have already mentioned, contain 
all the grayling of the district. Seeing, however, that both are extensive rivers, 
and have many other grayling streams connected with them, I have thought it 
would be easier to divide them, and speak of the Severn watershed first. ‘That 
will prevent confusion.” 2 

“Very good,” says my friend. “The Severn then rises in Montgomeryshire, 
and first pursuing the southern side of that county, turns northward along its 
eastern border, enters Shropshire above the Brythen Hills, and:at Malverley is 
joined by the Vyraoew.” ars erly 

“Yes,” Isaid, “the latter is being tapped for the Liverpool water supply, and 
being the townspeople’s favourite anglingiresort, great concern has been expressed 
as to the probability of that scheme withdrawing so much water as to’ injure the 
fishing of the two rivers.” 

‘“‘ Just so,” putin my friend. ‘“ But you see,” he added, “the Vyrnew here 
is made up of two streams which cross the county, and is joined by the Tannat, 
which comes along its northern border, and is a pretty considerable stream.” 

“True ; and so far,” said I, “it is only in the Tannat where you find gray- 
ling. These are about Llangedwyn, on the highway between Oswestry and 
Llanfyllin, and chiefly where the river runs through the estates of the Watkin- 
Wynnes, and it is in this district that the curious exception which I have already 
spoken of occurs. A few miles north ruus the Dee 

“Coming from pretty much the same source ; but running on the other side 
of the high hills of Merionethshire, called the Berwyn mountains,” interrupted 
my friend. fa 

“Just so. Well, only some ten miles from Llangedwyn,” said J, ‘‘is the only 
stretch of the Dee that contains grayling. They lie between Corwen and Llan- 
gollen. About the former there are a good many, and from that place and for 
upwards of fourteen miles they have been preserved by the Corwen, Bettws, 
and Llansaintffraid Association for many years. Around Llangedwyn and 
below Corwen are, so far as I know, the only waters coming through Shrewsbury 
which contain grayling, and you know that before reaching that place it is 
joined by the Perry at Bicton.” 

“Yes,” said my friend, ‘and at Shrewsbury we have the Rea coming from 
the Stipperstone Hills, and the Tern from Market Drayton way.” 

‘None of these contain grayling,” I answered, ‘‘and it is not until it reaches 
Shrewsbury that the Severn itself receives the addition of grayling to its piscine 
treasures. It is rather singular that the Severn, which is by far the longest and 
most important of the streams in this district, only contains grayling here and 
there, as it were, in merely isolated stretches, and not as a fish common to the 
river. About Shrewsbury we have the first stretch. Here they are scanty ; but 
lower, as it passes what is called Coalbrookdale, there are a good many, and at 
one or two other places—about Buildwas Bridge, for instance—the grayling are 
very plentiful, and seeing that the water is mostly free and well patronised, 
some excellent sport is afforded. So you see, the first stretch of the Severn 
which owns to being the haunt of the grayling is the few miles of it that wind 
round the Wrekin, and then there are no more until after it leaves the county.” 

“Indeed! Well, it goes on by Stourport to Worcester, where it is joined by 
the Teme.” Ls 

“ Quite so, and it is only about the mouth of the Teme that wé come to the 
next haunt of the grayling on the Severn, and seeing that it is rather below than 
above that point they are found, it is assumed that the grayling of this locality 
came originally out of the Teme. Whether that is so or not I cannot say ; but 
you must remember that the Teme is a pretty considerable stream, and has 
grayling very plentiful in its lower reaches. Indeed, the Teme and its tribu- 
taries, which include the Clun, the Onny, and the Corve, are among the most 
noted haunts of the grayling in the whole country. Mr. Pennell goes so far as 
to say that probably at and about Leintwardine there are the best grayling in 
the world, and several other authorities are equally enthusiastic about them,” 

“Yes,” said my friend, “the Clun and the Teme join near here, and so you 
have, I suppose, a choice of water. The Teme rises, I believe, in the Kerry 
Hills, in Radnorshire, and dividing that county from Shropshire, it soon after 
is found absorbing the Clun, Rising in the latter county, and afte? draining 
Clun Forest, the Clun passes Clunbury, and on to the place youname.” 

‘“‘Leintwardine, you must remember,” said I, “is quite a historic locality. It 
was at Downton Castle, not far from here, that Sir Humphrey Dayy wrote his 
ever-to-be-remembered ‘ Salmonia ; or the Days of Salmon-Fishing,’ and one of 
the best authorities we have on grayling till late years. And I may tell you 
Sir Humphrey extols the grayling of the Clun very highly, and he was not 
without practical experience. 
as well as at Leintwardine, the waters are strictly looked to by clubs and by the 
owners of the fisheries ; and as a consequence fishing is difficult to procure with- 
out friendly intervention. Lower down, however, the fishing is not quite so 
exclusive, and therefore not quite so good.” 


(To be continued. ) 








A. 29LB. TASMANIAN TROUT. 


HIS EXCELLENCY SIR ROBERT HAMILTON, in the course of a 
day’s fishing in the Huon on Nov. 2 last, hooked and landed a fine 
fish—we presume a trout—though the description in the Hobart 
Town Mercury, which calls it merely ‘a splendid specimen of the 
Salmonide,” leaves the species uncertain. It was 35}in. in length, 
and 26 in girth, and 12 in depth. The Huon is said to be swarming 
with splendid fish. 





ApoLogy.— An unfortunate mistake occurred in last week’s edition,” says a 
Custer county paper. “ We-referred to Mr, Takem}, candidate for sheriff onthe 
opposition ticket as a ‘rough hewn diamond,’ It should have been ‘ruffianly 
demon,’ We trust our readers will forgive the mistake,’— Omaha Bee, 


At Brampton Bryan, a little higher on the Teme, - 
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ON THE SENSES OF FRESHWATER FISH. 


SUCCESS in capturing wildanimals of any kind necessarily depends 
on our a knowledge—firstly, of their-habits and habitats ; secondly, 
the means they make use of to secure their own self-preservation. 
With the exception of those particular individuals of the animal 
world whose weapons of offence and defence are of such a nature 
that they can defend themselves more or less successfully against the 
attack of man—such, for instance, as the strength of the elephant, or 
the speed of the deer—these means of self-preservation generally take 
the form of some one or more of the senses acutely developed, by 
means of which timely warning is given of the danger that threatens. 
It behoves those, therefore, who intend to undertake the capture 
of wild animals of any kind that part of their equipment shall con- 
sist of as accurate acquaintance as possible with the senses of the 
creature, fish, flesh, or fowl, they wish to take. More especially is 
this true of “fish and fowl,” since both live for the most part in a medium 
which can only be very imperfectly and to a very slight extent penetrated by 
man. Artifice, pure and simple, must be resorted to in order to insure their 
capture, and this brings us face to face with the consideration as to what are the 
senses which we have to deceive, and to what extent they are developed. 

Of course, a thorough mechanical knowledge of angling is, as a rule, sufficient 
to attain the end sought—viz., the capture of fish ; but this same knowledge is 
useful only so far as the conditions under which the fish live and feed are ordi- 
nary conditions. When these general conditions fail or are altered, then the 
angler who does not make nature his tutor will probably fail also. A thorough 
fly-fisherman should be, and generally ‘is, first of all a naturalist, and then an 
angler, and it is this fact, I believe, that’ adds so much to the zest of trouting, 
and raises it deservedly to such a high position. 

In the same way a knowledge of the extent and uses of the senses of fish is 

desirable to the angler for coarse fish, both for the actual amount of pleasure 
such knowledge gives, and also because, by our being able to take advantage of a 
fish’s weak points, we attain nearer to what I suppose is the fisherman’s goal—to 
catch fish under all circumstances short of impossible ones. * 
4. Lhe stated opinions in angling books as to the senses of fish are somewhat un- 
satisfactory and contradictory, chiefly because, as has been said above, our power 
of observing them in their own element.in anatural state is limited. Moreover, 
most writers on the subject deal with the class of fishes as a whole, and this 
generalisation, as might be expected, occasionally leads to error where the habits 
of the individuals differ so greatly, Thus a statement true in a very general 
way of all fishes may not exactly apply to two essentially different fish, such as 
the pike and tench, and so on. 

If any fairly-developed sense can be said to be general to the whole of the 
species and varieties of freshwater fish, the truth will be nearest arrived at by 
selecting the organ of sight as that sense. It is naturally somewhat hazardous 
to attempt to speak authoritatively on such‘a subject; but indications are 
not altogether wanting to confirm the idea that surface-feeding fish have the 
visual organs highly developed at the cost of the other senses. Paleontological 
evidence, almost indispensable, shows us that the fishes of past ages possessed 
the sense of smelling in the highest degree, examples of which we find still 
existing in the archaic forms of fishes of the shark tribe, in which the olfactory 
nerves are as* highly developed as the optic nerves of our freshwater fish are 
to-day, and also that there seems to have beenasteady, progressive advancement 
in the organs of sight and a corresponding retrograde movement of those of 
smelling, until to-day in our freshwater species the optic nerves are all important 
and the olfactory nerves almost vanished and gone. Scientists, too, account for 
the speckles on the trout by supposing the constant selection of the most highly 
adorned of the males by the females, and such discrimination as this, apart from 
their known inclination for certain tints and colours in the matter of flies, indi- 
cates a fair perception of colours, and probably of form also. For these reasons, 
one may safely place in the foremost position the visual organs of the trout and 
of fish which, like the trout, feed at the surface or in mid-water, and in which 
ornamental colours appear asin the pike and perch. 

‘Structurally, too, there is a reason for assigning to most fish a pre-eminent 
sense of sight. The eye of the young of all fish reaches at a Yate, early period a 
size quite out of proportion to the rest of its body, and from that time grows 
but little. This fact may be taken to indicate that the sense of sight is required 
earlier, and consequently developed in greater magnitude than the organs of 
hearing, &c. Naturally, the range of vision of fish is limited as compared with 
our own, though no angler doubts but that they can see a considerable distance ; 
but it seems probable that their sight is of a finer kind, fitted rather to distinguish 


microscopic ianimals nearer to them. The herring offers a wonderful example of 
_ this keenness of vision. 


More limited still must the powers of this organ be in the case of fish 
constantly living in dark or coloured waters, or, what amounts to much the same 
thing, in the depths of clear water. Surrounded by an element through which 
daylight can only imperfectly pass, it is contrary to what we should expect to 
‘suppose that they would be endowed with, and retain a highly-developed sense 
which would be almost useless to them. For another reason we ought to find 
the eyesight of bottom-living fish to be less keen than those constantly living at 
the surface, since dangers from enemies without the water, such as herons, &c., 
are reduced to a minimum. 

As said above, for an example of a fish feeding chiefly at the surface, and 
depending almost entirely on its eyesight, one would naturally select the trout. 
Now, there are several well-known waters where the trout seldom rise toa fly, 
and, therefore, do not feed on the surface. This state of affairs Iam inclined 
to account for by supposing an abundant supply of food to exist on the bottom, 
and that the eye, unexercised and comparatively unused, does not serve them to 
the same degree that it‘does-a free-rising trout elsewhere. Our bottom-feeding 
trout would rise if they saw the fly, because “it is their nature to” ; but, 
intent on seeking a meal elsewhere, they allow food which we have ample 
evidence is “ pleasing and grateful to the (trout) palate” to escape them. 


It stands to reason that where a sense such as'sight is not highly developed, one 
or more of the others must be,in order to permit the fish to attain its main object 
—self-preservation. So far as I have been able to ascertain by means of frequent 
and varied experiments, I have come to the conclusion that fish have practically 
no sense of hearing. Itseems the rule that creatures, in which the external parts 
of the ear are wanting, are deficient in this sense ; how much more so, then, in the 
case of a fish situated in a fluid which; as many assert, does not convey sound at 
all ? | 

‘Perhaps a noise of a nature that jarred the water might alarm them ; but this 
much I know—I have caught carp of a fair size, one after another, while a crowd 
of excited. boys have been shouting and yelling on the bank beside me. I have 
read of many records of carp coming to feed at the sound of a-bell, &c., and that 
a carp hasan apparatus of small bones connecting the organ of hearing with the 
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brain and swim-bladder, but I submit that actual proof of any freshwater fish 
having the sense of hearing in a high degree is wanting. But whether they hear 
or not is of little matter to anglers—the latter will probably sing or whistle, 
growl or swear, according to their several humours, without affecting their sport, 
be it good or bad. 

Neither do we find the sense of smelling highly developed in fishes, nor, 
taking into consideration the fact that, except in one or two instances, the 
nostrils never perforate the palate or have any connection with the respiratory 
system, ought we to expect it to be present in a high degree. 

Many anglers are of a strong opinion that certain fish have a liking for some 
scents and a dislike for others ; but proof of this is difficult. Jones fishes with 
honey paste, and swears by it; Brown declares there is nothing like gin; 
Robinson uses plain paste, and occasionally does as well as either. The asser- 
tion that fish have a liking for honey, gin, cheese, or any other scented bait is 
not of much value, because there is often equally good evidence the other way. 
It puts one in mind of the old yarn of the Irishman (poor Ireland, another 
injustice !) who was being tried for stealing a ham. Pat loudly declared his 
innocence, and when confronted with the fact that there were three witnesses 
ready to swear they saw him take it, his answer was, “Three men saw me take 
it! What of that? Ican bring three hundred men to say they didn’t see me 
take it!” And so it is with scented pastes. Jones produces the three fish he 
has caught with honey paste ; Robinson points out the three hundred in the 
water he hasn’t caught, and might have done if it hadn’t have been for 
the honey. Jones’s three fish are only evidence that fish will take a scented 
paste, and not that it is better than plain bread, &c. I have tried many experi- 
ments in my aquariums on this point, but I have never been able to ascertain 
that fish had any particular fancy for any particular flavour. I did once think 
that they showed a decided preference for the white of a hard-boiled egg ; but 
I believe uow that the fact of its being so white and conspicuous had more to 
do with it than anything else. 

With regard to what competent authorities have written on this sense, it is 
important to be noticed that the late Frank Buckland states his opinion that a 
salmon has the power of finding the particular river it wants by its power of 
scent, which he supposes and argues to be very great. This may well be true of 
the salmon, as the nostril of this fish is of a more highly specialised form than 
that of most freshwater fishes. Still, it is rather difficult to suppose the 
flavour or scent of a river is always the same, but yet more difficult to imagine 
that the salmon can use any other sense but that of smelling to detect the 
particular river or water it wants. 

On the whole, therefore, the evidence as to the power of the sense of smell in 
fish is rather hazy and undecided; but since fish take, and perhaps prefer 
scented baits, anglers are well on the safe side in using them. 

li is matter of difficulty to separate the senses of taste and touch, because the 
chief organs of the latter are chiefly situated in or round about the mouth. 
Taste, if it exist at all in the way we understand it, must be blunted to a very 
great degree. The tongue, when present, isa particularly unspecialised organ, 
without muscles to move or control it. Few fish masticate their food to any 
great extent, most of them swallowing it whole ; and, from an angler’s point of 
view, L believe the size and shape of the bait has as much, or more, to do with 
the matter than actual taste. I used to have a tame gull that would swallow 
pretty well anything given to it so long as it was something like a fish in size 
and shape. Maybe it is much the same with most fish. 

The sense of touch is second only to that of sight in most fishes; in the case 
of scaleless bottom-living fish almost entirely taking its place, is far more highly 
developed than many anglers imagine. The exceeding sensitiveness of the 
fleshy lips and certain other parts may be inferred from the extreme development 
of the nerves connected with them. Even in those fish that are encased in 
scales of such a size and hardness as to forbid the idea that they can be sensi- 
tive to touch, except to a very limited degree, we often find special sensitive 
organs, such as barbs, &c., which are used to detect food matter. 

No one who has watched carp feeding in their own peculiar manner, as they 
do, by taking in a mouthful of sand, &c , from the bottom, and then ejecting it 
again almost directly, can doubt that they detect the particles of food by means 
of the sensitive lining of their jaws and mouths. Time after time, when I have 
thrown food to them, have I watched them turning up the bottom in all direc- 
tions but the right one, as if conscious by the means of an imperfect sense of 
scent or sight that there was food somewhere about—exactly where only the 
actual touching it with the fleshy lips could determine. For my part, lam 
satisfied that though carp and other cyprinoids have a-fair eyesight, they do not 
use it to any great extent in their search for food ; nor ought we to expect them 
to do so, since they always feed on the bottom, and the eye of no fish looks 
downward. ‘To apply this to the case of a fish feeding near, but, as a rule, not 
on the bottom, the more the rake is used and the thicker the water becomes, 
although the use of the eye must lessen, the quicker the gudgeon comes to the 
punt-well. The amount of sensitiveness over the whole of the body of the eel, 
tench, and that little-noticed, but interesing, fish, the stone-loach, is remarkable. 
The lightest touch with a live worm will attract their atttention ; while, on 
the other hand, in the matter of seeking food, they cannot see beyond their 
noses. This degeneration of the visual organs is what we ought to expect, seeing 
none of the three fish mentioned feed by day, or at the surface, or require eye- 
sight to protect them from external attack. 

These remarks, such as they are, on the senses of freshwater fish, if sum- 
marised, would take somewhat the following form :— 








SENSE HABITS OF FISH. EXAMPLES, 
Ry feainy GaceocrGucn octioe Surface and mid-water feeding ...|Trout, pike, perch, and all 
young fish, 
H@aringhe..csccercons —_ Carp? 
Smoellingalacccsss Migratory ss0.: cao ee 30s. cA Bayete} Salmon, 


Touch and Taste ...|Bottom-feeding and scaleless fish...|Hels, gudgeon, barbel. In 
less degree bream, carp, 


roach, 











Taking the above’ table to represent as nearly as may be the functions of the 
senses, what may a beginner in the art of angling learn from it? First, that 
we shall err on the safe side if, when fishing for pike and perch, not to mention 
trout, we use the finest possible tackle consistent with the necessary strength, 
and thé less there is of the “clothes-line and half-a-brick” sort of tackle, 
the better. Therefore, I say, if we want to take pike and perch, we must 
credit them with a good eyesight, use fine tackle, and take advantage of water 
coloured or ruffled with a breeze. 

Although it goes beyond the limits of a paper on the senses of fish, and is more 
properly a matter concerning*their intelligence, I am tempted to make a digres- 
sion, and ask whether a fish with a well-developed eyesight actually mistakes an 
artificial bait for areal fish ? Does a-cat chasing the leaves as they blow about 
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mistake them for birds or mice? Ithink not. A spinning-bait, except under 
certain conditions, to our eyes at all events, resembles no fish, wounded or un- 
wounded ; and why the better the spin, although the less like a real fish, the 
more Master Jack takes it, is explained, I venture to submit, simply because 
it hides more closely the ‘triple-hooky” state of affairs. The pike’s reflec- 
tions (if he has any) on seeing the spinner pass his lair probably take the 
same form as those of the Blue Jay. ‘It looks like a fish, it’s located like 
a fish, d d if I don’t think it is a fish” ; and he says to himself, “ Here 
goes to see anyway.” It seems to me that if a jack or a perch could not 
tell for certain and at sight a minnow or other small fish when they saw 
it, they would spend their time and grow thin in chasing all sorts of un- 
likely things. However, the main point is that they do take it, whatever in 
another sense, they may take it for, and that is the chief point with anglers, 
though one may be allowed a pardonable curiosity on the subject. The con- 
ditions hinted at above, under which a spinning-bait would be more life-like, I 
take to be those of spinning for trout in a swift stream or at a weir. 

Referring again to the matter of tackle for pike, &c., I believe that as the fish 
grow more wary, a3 undoubtedly they will do, we must have our tackle finer. 
Just now there are loud complaints that perch are getting fewer and fewer year 
by year in the Thames. The probability is that they, like the boys nowadays, 
know more than their fathers did, and, therefore, if we want to take them, we 
must treat them to a little of the care, study, and art that trout-fishing demands 
and gets. Before leaving the subject of the sense of sight in freshwater fishes, 
itis worthy of remark that those fish which have the visual faculties the greatest 
are the most toothsome. Enough has been said concerning the senses of taste 
and smell to indicate that in the want of good and sufficient proof every angler 
will be wise to follow out his own inclinations and experience in the matter, 
bearing in mind that fish have not, so far as we can tell, these senses highly 
developed, and that gin, honey, cloves, &c., do not, as a rule, form part of their 
natural food. But, on the other hand, perhaps just for this very reason, and 
because they, any more than we, cannot stand toujours perdrix, they will some- 
times take the most out of-the-way and unlikely baits. So there is always a 
chance for an inventive and ingenious mind. 

If there is reason to believe that a certain fish depends rather on a powerful 
sense of touch than on its eyesight, treat it to a live and struggling worm. 
Renew your worm or gentle frequently, for they are cheap enough, and, 
depend upon it, the touch of a lively worm is as an electric shock to the lurking 
barbel, calling its attention to the bait in a way no other sense but that of touch 
can. If fishing with paste, bear in mind that your wily carp, with its sensitive 
mouth, will probably detect the point of the hook sooner than the fact that the 
bait was made with 2d. brown sugar instead of 4d. lump, and pay attention to 
the size and shape. My personal experience with regard to carp is that you 
cannot use too small a hook. 

One last word. If forced to fish with coarse tackle in clear water—say pater- 
nostering for perch, where big ones may be expected—make your heavy tackle 
look natural by lashing or threading a leaf or stem of the nearest water-weed 
to the line from the bait upwards towards the surface. 

“ There's nothing to be got now-a-days, unless thou can’st fish for it.” 
— Pericles,” Act II, 
A. M. Hippoy. 





As Shakespeare (maybe Bacon) says. Verb. sap. 





THE AULD CREEL. 


ONLY a creel, an auld creel, 
Naething pathetic in that ; 

Battered an’ dirty as weel, 
Nibbled by moose an’ by rat. 


Unco’ disjaskit an’ torn— 
There’s no a hale osier in it ; 
The strap is moth-eaten an worn, 
An’ it hasna’ the trace o’ a lid. 


‘Wi’ corners a’ ragged—a hole 

_ As big as yer nieve in the side, 

Fu’ mony a dint it mon thole ; 
The cat has had kittens inside. 


It’s nestit the bairn’s pet doos, 
But and the auld clockin hen ; 

It’s kickit aboot owre the hoose 
By laddies, an’ lasses, an’ men. 


But it minds me o’ days that are gane, 
It minds me o’ good and bad speed ; 
It minds me o’ sunshine an’ rain 
By Gala, by Leader, and Tweed. 


Tt minds me o’ mony a tak’, 
Frae river, frae loch, an’ frae burn ; 

An’ it rives my auld heart fit tae break, 
At the thocht o’ the friens that I mourn. 


There’s Wattie, sae eident an’ ta’ ; 
Auld Adam, sae wee an’ sae bent ; 

An’ Sandy, the king o’ them a’, 
For jokin’ and devilment. 


Wi’ mony fond memories stored, 
Ance mair it shall hang on the wa’: 
And the fittest o’ tombs shall afford, 
Tae regrets for the year that’s awa’. 


Dons Scorvs. 
BOOS RSET Tak! EEO RE AUER eS AE PETE ORE EEO INAE, 





BERWICK ANGLERS IN ARMS,—On Dec. 21 a meeting of anglers was held in the 
Red Lion Hotel Assembly Rooms, Mr. J, Redpath penning There was a fair 
attendance, The Chairman stated that the meeting had been called to consider the 
advisability of appeal against the decision of the Berwick Justices last week in the 
case ‘‘ Tweed Commissioners v, James Lowe,” On that occasion Lowe was charged 
for fishing illegally on the Whitadder. In the course of the evidence it transpired 
that he landed 72 sea-trout in one hour and fifty minutes, with rod, line, and 
ordinary salmon-dressed fly, but that most of the fish were hooked by the body, and 
not by the mouth, it being contended that he got the fish by raking or dragging 
and not by angling. The Bench convicted, fining Lowe £1, with 1s. for each fish, 
and £1 4s. 6d. costs—in all, £5 16s, The meeting unanimously agreed “that it was 
of no use appealing to the Recorder, of Quarter Sessions,” to whom the law laid 
aay Sar ne ate go ee of on appeal, It was ultimately agreed that a 

ion should approac e Tweed Commissi 
the penalty in this case.—Scottish Leader, onetk oy nak them not aaa 
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PIKEING PRECEPTS. 
WHERE TO GO FOR PIKE. 


By A. G. JARDINE. 
(Continued from page 397.) 


THE river for half a mile below Shepperton Weir makes a large bend, 
and the character of the water is much like that of Penton Hook— 
viz., heavy streams, deeps, and shallows. The navigation through 
the “ Lock” is on the left, or Middlesex shore. 

This weir harbours fine trout, and the streams also,’ which are 
swift, down to the bend at Ham-point. Here the little rivulet, 
“ Bourne,” flowing from Virginia Water and through Chertsey, joins 
the main river. It is under the protection of the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society, who use it for keeping “stock-fish,” but not 
angling purposes. 

At this place, in the bend of the river, is a large pool, known by the 
name of ‘“‘ Ham-hole,” which is best fished by mooring the punt at the upper 
side, near the “ withies,” and “ floating” it, with a dace on ‘‘snap-tackle,” as 
deep down and near the bottom as is possible, and so to tempt the “ aldermanic 
esox,” which are “locum-tenens” of this fine pikey water. The hole, which is 
of some extent, can also be negotiated from the meadow, or island side, where 
the eddy trends back towards the weir, and all of it can be “ paternostered,”’ 
which is perhaps much the best way to fish this choice piece of the river. 

My old friend, the late Mr. John Harris, of the Lincoln Arms, Weybridge 
in one season caught in this pool three fine pike of 20lb. each, and, at various 
times, many others over 10lb. weight. It never fell to my luck to get one here 
over 15lb. calibre ; but I was once smashed by a big fish that fairly mastered 
I should state that the bottom is rugged, and has many obstructions in the 
shape of boughs washed there by floods, so that the chances are much in fayour 
of heavy fish breaking away, especially if the angler uses fine tackle, which is a 
sine quad non should he desire to inveigle one of the patriarchs of the pool. Mrs. 
Harris und her son still keep the Lincoln Arms, which is close to the river, she 
attending, as usual, most admirably to the comforts of her visitors, and he to 
the wants of the many anglers who frequent their “ hostelrie.” 

From ‘“‘ Ham-hole” the river runs swiftly under the Surrey shore, and is a 
very fine swim for “ barbel-legering.” One September morning, a few years 
ago, I had a splendid catch of barbel and bream, just exceeding 100lb. weight, 
from this very swim, after previously preparing it with a good baiting of lob 
worms. The four largest barbel weighed together 26lb., and some of the bream 
were five-pounders. Plenty of both kinds of fish inhabit the deep water just 
below—known as “ Halliday’s-hole ”—where the overfall of the river Wey drops 
into the Thames, and by judicious use of “lobs” they can be enticed from the 
deeps up to the shallower water above. The experiment will well repay the 
trouble and expense of the baiting. 

Jobn Harris once told me, that when a lad, he remembered his grandfather, 
who was the well-known fisherman of Shepperton of those days, speak of help- 
ing the netsmen, in his apprenticeship, to catch salmon in the Thames there, 
and that the fish readily fetched 5s. and upwards per pound. This probably 
would be about 1750. 

It would be interesting to know whether Thames trout of the present day, 
are the results of hybridism between Salmo salar and S. fario of those times ; 
but having lost their migratory instincts, and consequently remaining in the 
river, had, owing to the fine feed always at their command, developed during 
successive generations, into the magnificent fish which are now so frequently 
caught, and recorded in the FIsHING GAZETTE. 

The large trout of the Thames have comparatively but few spots, whose dark 
colours, contrasting with the splendid silvery sides of the fish, give them much 
the complexion and appearance of 8. salar, which, with their wonderful game- 
ness in fighting for liberty when hooked—to my way of thinking—favours the 
theory that they were “‘ crossed” originally, as above suggested. Recent cultural 
experiments also prove, that such crosses are not infertile, as until lately was 
supposed to be the case. 

There is another channel of the river Wey flowing past the Lincoln Arms, 
and a comfortable landing-place opposite the hotel, where anglers, while re- 
freshing themselves, can leave punt and tackle in the care of a responsible man. 

The Wey rises near the town of Alton in North Hampshire, flows through 
Farnham, on past Godalming and Guildford, near where Mr. T. Andrews, the 
well-known pisciculturist, has his successful trout hatchery, and thence by 
Woking, Byfleet, and Weybridge, to the Thames. At Oatlands, near the latter 
town, Henry VIII. erected a palace for Anne of Cleves—his intended wife. 
Stones were brought from the dismantled abbeys of Chertsey and Bisham, and 
marble pavements from Abindon, to build and embellish it ; also apple, pear, 
and cherry trees from the orchards of Chertsey, to furnish its gardens. But 
Anne, who was rather old and somewhat ugly, proved unacceptable to that 
amorous king, so she was divorced before Oatlands was quite completed. A 
new bride was taken in her place—viz., Catherine Howard, and another residence 
made for her at Hampton Court ; but she, poor wife, was beheaded within two 
years of her marriage, to make room for his sixth and “better moiety,” 
Catherine Parr, who survived him. 

The only thing that anglers have to thank Henry VIII. for is, that at the 
general suppression of abbeys and monasteries, &c., by his edicts of 1536 and 
1539, the denizens of many “ ecclesiastical stewponds ” were turned loose into 


adjacent rivers ;and thus pike, carp, and bream got into the Thames and other * 


waters, where those fish were previously unknown. : 

Carp are supposed to have been introduced into this country early in the 
fourteenth century, from Persia. Dame Juliana Berners says, in 1486 ; “‘ There 
be but few known in Englonde.” And readers of Izaak Walton know his quaint 
rhyme that— 

“ Hops and turkies, carps and beer, 
Came into England all in a year,” 


though the coincidence is often disputed. 


A short distance below the channel from the “Lock” is Shepperton-ferrr, . 


and an island in the middle of the river, on the left side of which is deep water, 
where, in the winter, when undisturbed by steam-launches and pleasure-boats, 
anglers may look for good sport among the jack and chub which there take up 
their ‘ quarters.” 

The “ professionals,” who know the likely places for sport between Shepperton 
and Walton, are so numerous that it would be invidious to particularise 
individuals ; suffice it to say that either of the Rosewell’s, Purdue’s, Poulter’s, or 
Hone’s, or Wm. Rogerson, W. House, H. Curr, H. Searle, &c., are all reliable 
men, any of whom can be recommended to anglers visiting the neighbourhood. 

In the “F. G.” of Sept. 19, 1885, it is stated that, “between April 1st and 
Sept. 9th, gentlemen fishing with Geo. Rosewell are credited with taking 46 
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trout, weighing over 200lb.—i.e., an average of 4}lb. per fish. The largest one 
of 11lb. 80z. was caught by Mr. G. Palmer.” 

Chalk-hole is another well-known haunt of fine fish. A 17lb. pike was 
caught a few weeks since ; I fancy at this noted spot. 

The next fishing station is Halliford, a short mile down stream, with its well- 
known “hostel” kept by Mrs. Stone, where the T.A.P.S., the Piscatorial, and 
other river preservation and angling societies frequently hold their summer 
dinners. This hotel is close to Halliford Deeps, where bream, barbel, and chub 
are plentiful, and Mr. H. Blamey once had a fine catch of over a “‘cwt.” of the 
former fish, Jack also are found in the “ profundities ” of the stream, which here 
and there reach a “ plumb-depth ” of from 12ft. to 18ft. 

On the shallows below in the trouting season fine fario are frequently taken 
“spinning,” also occasionally with artificial fly ; but perch have become so scarce 
of late years, that a catch of six brace in one day, would now be cousidered an 
event worth recording. 

(To be continued.) 








THE ANGLER-POET OF AMERIOA. 
By ‘“‘CoTswoip Isys, M.A.” 
(Author of “ An Angler’s Strange Experiences.’’) 


ALTHOUGH there are nota few votaries of the Muse among American 
anglers, we suppose few, even among themselves, would refuse to 
apply the above definite article to the octogenarian, Isaac McLellan, 
whose collected poems have recently been published in New York.® 
The venerable author of this poem deserves that honourable title 
for many reasons. 

His book is entitled ‘Poems of the Rod and Gun.” It is true he puts the 
rod first in the title-page, yet he places the poems of the gun first in the book, 
and we are sorry to note that they are the more numerous, so that it is hard to 
say which sport he loves best. Most probably he loves them with an equal love. 
He would say of both, ‘How happy could I be with either were t’other dear 
charmer away!” But so far, to us fishers, he suffers in comparison with Walton. 
We feel that he has a divided love, and for this reason we shall leave the poems 
“of the Gun” to the lovers of that sport. We can see that they will find very 
much to interest them, for our author’s range with the gun seems quite as wide 
as that with the rod, and in both he has an advantage over Britishers, for the 
land of his birth holds a far greater variety of game than ours, as its rivers and 
seas do of fish. We profess in this journal to be anglers only, and we cater only 
for anglers ; while, ifthe truth must out, the writer of this review in it knows 
next to nothing about shooting. Angling, in the way of sport, is his only love, 
and it kehoves him, therefore, to remember the saying, “Ne sutor ultra erepidam.” 

Our author must have a very defective ear, or he must be a very hasty, and 
indeed careless workman, to allow such lines as those that follow in italics to 
mar some otherwise sweet poems. It is a pity that he had not learnt a lesson 
from his life-long friend and fellow collegian, Longfellow, on this point. What 
finished art, as well as genius, there is in Longfellow! He never tortures the 
sense with a false quantity, or vexes the ear with a discordant melody. He 
knew too well the ars poeticu, as well as the value to the poet of the labor lime. 
Not that otherwise McLellan is to be compared to him. Longfellow stands in 
the very first rank of the poets of his country, whereas as a poet, in the proper 
sense of the word, McLellan is hardly in the second. Relatively to the poets of 
America, he stands where Bloomfield and Crabbe do in relation to the poets of 
England, though inferior to both in many essentials. But in his own line he 
would have stood higher had he only bestowed more pains on the finish and 
polish of his work. In proof of this fatal defect of ear, or of this want of care 
as an artist, as the case may be, we must give a specimen or two in justification 
of our criticism. 


Take these verses from ‘‘ Channel Bass Fishing in Florida ”— 


“In the deep holes, dark recesses of tide, 
Sulking in castle, they delight to hide.” 


Or these from “ The Anglers’ Chant ” — 


“Tis a day that is perfect for sport with the lines, 
For artistic cast of the fly.” 


Or these from ‘‘ Smelt Fishing ”— 
* In winter days the frozen bays 
Are whitened with the fisher’s tent, 
Like scene of war, when white and far 
Outspreads the pitched encampment,” 


Still worse from ‘“‘Schoodic Lakes, Maine” :— 


“To see its branching tops sink prone beneath, 
A red squirrel running down a pendent bough.” 


Tt may be said that the above line is intended to imitate the rapid running of 
the squirrel ; but if so, it would be less prosaic if the word “red” had been 
omitted. Not to give more of many such instances, take these from “The 
Whale (Cetacea) ” ;:— 


“ Sailing across the lonely seas, 
Sailing across the Okotah Sound; 
The tempest-beaten ship rolled on, 
On distant voyagings bound, 
* * 


But quick the monstrous bulk arose, 
Like balloon springing up in air.” 


But if any reader should feel disposed to despise the poetry in which such 
glaring defects are found, we beg to assure him that he will make a great mis- 
take. Even the sun has spots, and Homer sometimes nods. And notwithstanding 
all we have said, McLellan abounds in beauties and excellences which cannot 
but insure that his poems will live. His forte lies in descriptive poetry. He is 
not dramatic nor lyrical, nor even didactic ; but as a descriptive poet—as the 
word-painter of a scene ora sport, ora beast or a fish, he is felicitous and graphic 
to a degree. He is, indeed, a natural historian in verse—a kind of Buffon in 
metre. He presents us with the nature, appearance, characteristics, and habitat of 
all kinds of game that run, or fly, or swim; and he describes the modes 
of their capture by the various sportsmen that pursue them with graphic power, 
and with that sympathy with the excitements and joys of the chase that can 
only be possessed by an expert, and therefore his work must always possess an 





*Poems of the Rod and Gun; or, Sports by Flood and Field. By Isaac 
McLELLAN, Greenfort, Long Island, N,Y. Edited, with Memoir of the Author, by 
Will Wildwood, New York ; Henry Thorpe, 95, Nassau-street. 


interest to the lovers of nature as well as to the lovers of sport. The range of 
his experience or of his observation in this respect is wonderful. As Solomon 
among ancient botanists, so is McLellan among zoologists or icthyologists. He 
“speaks of everything” among beasts and birds—from the elephant to the 
rabbit, and from the albatross to the quail; and among fishes—from the 
“mighty flukes” of the Cetacea that churn the Northern seas into foam with 
“ lashings of the forked tail” to the little shiner that darts “like Indian shaft” 
in the silver waters of the tiniest brook. 

Our limits will admit of a few quotations, but we should like to note one or 
two passages of exceptional beauty that will quite sufice to show that Mr. 
McLellan possesses the curiosa felicitas of the true poet, Takeithe following from 
“ Hake ” (Physis fingatus) — 

“Then when the drowsy breezes fold 
Their wings and swoon away in sleep, 
When nota ruffling ripple curls 
The motionless, undimpled deep ; 
When drops the moon her golden bridge 
Of light athwart the level main, 
And heavenly constellations burn, 
Stars flood the night with twinkling rain, 
"Tis then the fishers’ toilsome trade 
Is with abounding spoil repaid.” 


Or this from the delicately-beautiful verses on ‘‘ The Hillside Rivulet” :— 


“ An Eden haunt, a charming fairy grot, 
The anglers’ home in Nature’s fairest spot ! 
Where peace, like some wing-wearied bird, drops down, 
Folds her white pinions o’er her breast of brown,” 


And here what a pretty poetic thought :— 


“To take the salmon is an ode, 
An idyl brook trout to beguile ; 
But tragic poem ’tis to kill 
The tarpum of the southern isle.” 


How beautiful, too, this description of — 


“The great brown rocks far down, 
O’er which the salt tides ebb and flow, 
Encrusted with their rugged shells, 
Rocks where the ribbon’d seaweeds grow.” 


And this in ‘ Common Pickerel ”— 


“O’er upland slopes a dewy haze 

In vapoury beauty clings, 

Soft as the film that fancy’s veil 
O’er earthly vision flings. 

Serene afar the purple cones 
Of the Green Mountain stand, 

Like arm’d and stalwart sentinels 
Guarding a sleepy land.” 


Readers of taste will surely desire more of such poetry as this. We have only 
space to add that a very sympathetic and brief memoir of the author is prefixed 
to the poems by his friend, Will Wildwood (Mr. F. E. Pond). We confess 
some surprise to read in it that such a poet and critic as N. P. Willis should 
have considered Mr. McLellan “in several respects the finest poet -in America.” 
But let that pass. We are happy to learn from it, however, that it is not a 
posthumous memoir. The venerable poet still lives, and it would appear 
still fishes (like our equally hardy angler, the Hon. and Rev. Robert Liddell 
whose wonderful achievements among the Tweed salmon in his eightieth year, 
were recently recorded in these columns). No doubt he owes his hearty and 
cheery old age, as owr old Izaac did, to tbe fact, under Providence, that he does 
still fish and sing. Nothing like angling to make genial, healthy, and happy 
octogenarians. Our wish is that he may—like our Izaak again—live to be more 
than a nonogenarian, and that he may be able still— 


“To angle on, and hope to have 
A quiet passage to a welcome grave.” 


May his declining years be cheered by the knowledge of the success of this 
volume of his collected poems, which we hope will have as great a success 
among anglers (and shooters) in this country, to which we beg thus to intro- 
duce him, as it is sure to have in America, where he is so widely known and so 
deservedly admired. 





A PATENT RAILWAY CARRIAGE FOR THE TRANSPORT 
OF LIVE FISH. 


A NEW railway truck for transporting live fish has been invented 
by a Danish firm, Messrs. A. Luth and C. Steenberg, of Copen- 
hagen, who have got a patent for ten years both in Denmark and 
Germany. As it is by no means usual in these countries to grant 
patents for so long a time, it speaks well for the invention in 
question. Without going into details of construction, the truck 
may be described as consisting of two departments, one for cod 
and shell-fish, and the other for flat fish. The chief feature appears 
to be an arrangement by which the fish cannot suffer from heat in 
summer or cold in winter. By means of a pumping apparatus and 
filter, the sea-water is kept always fresh and clear, while the ex- 
creta and other waste from the fish are removed. At the present 
time the difficulty of transport causes the price of fish to 
be from six to seven times more in Copenhagen than it is in the 
Jutland Coast Fishery villages, whence it is obtained. The new 
railway waggon will carry 4,000Ib. of flat fish, while the cost of 
carriage from Frederikshaven to Copenhagen by it is 135 kronen, 
so that the fish could be sold in Copenhagen at 12 ore per pound 
instead of at from 30 to 40 ore (10 ore equal about one penny). 





ARTIFICIAL CULTURE OF SALMON IN THE RIVER DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).— 
In the end of last week, by consent of the district board of the river Spey, Mr. Milne, 
road surveyor, Aboyne, an experienced authority in the artificial culture of salmon, 
accompanied by Mr, Baxter, Durris Estate Office, Kincardineshire, visited Craigel- 
lachie, to obtain salmon from the river Spey for hatching purposes. A large 
number of salmon were landed from the various spawn-beds; but they were 
mostly all of no use, being either too far spent or not ready for spawning. 
Operations were renewed on the following day, and, although a large number were 
landed, only two were operated upon, Mr, Milne expects that from the ova obtained 
from these two salmon he will succeed in hatching some 20,000 salmon par. The 
par, will subsequently be turned into the riyer Dee.—ANGLER, 
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THE ROD FISHER’S FAUNA AND FLORA. 


NOTES ON THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE MET WITH 
BY THE RIVERSIDE WHEN ‘“ WE GO A-FISHING.” 


By Epwarp HamitTon, M.D., F.LS., &c., 
Author of “ Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, and Grayling,” §¢. 
(Continued from p. 378.) 


Tun family of the Ephemeride has peculiar attractions for the fly-fisher, as it 
comprises, under the various genera and species, the May Flies (proper), the 
Duns, Olives, Spinners, Quiil Gnats, Hare’s Ears, Iron Blues, &c., names by 
which the artificial suniles of the various species are known amongst the craft. 

Stephens (“Illustration of British Entomology,” Vol. VI., 1835) gives the 
British genera in the following order :— ; Ff 

1, Ephemera, with 16 species; 2, Canis, 7 species ; 3, Baétis, 18 species ; 4, 
Cloéon, 8 species. ; 

Pictet (‘ Hist. Nat. des’ Insectes Neuroptéres,” 1843) gives seven genera of the 
Ephemeride, five of which are British, viz. :— 

1, Ephemera, 2 species ; 2, Baétis, 5 species ; 3, Potomanthus, 3 species ; 4, 
Cloéon, 3 species ; 5, Canis, 2 species. 

Eaton (“A Revisional Monograph of Recent Ephemeride or May Flies,” 
1883-4-5) gives twelve genera, viz. :— 

1, Ephemera, 3 species ; 2, Potomanthus, 1 specie ; 3, Leptophlebia, 2 species ; 
4, Harbrophlebia, 1 specie ; 5, Ephemerella, 1 specie ; 6, Cents, 3 species ; 7, 


Batis, 9 species ; 8, Centrophelum, 2 species ; 9, Cloéon, 3 species ; 10, Siphiurus, | 


2 species ; 11, Nithrogenia, 1 specie ; 12, Heplagenia, 2 species. 

Most of these new species of Haton’s have been recognised both by Stephens 
and Pictet, only under different names, and placed generally in Baéws and 
Cloéon. 

The author of the article, “ Ephemeride in the ‘ Encyclopedia Britannica 
(Vol. VIII.) places this family in the pseudo-newroptera, a sub-order of the 
Orthoptera, having the metamorphosis incomplete, he says: “The Ephemeride, 
a remarkable group of pseudo-neuropterous insects deriving the name from 
ewepoc, in allusion to the very short lives of the winged insects. In some 
species it is possible that they have scarcely more than one day’s existence ; but 
others are far longer lived, though the extreme limit is probably rarely more 
than a week. These insects are all aquatic in their preparatory state. The eggs 
are dropped into the water by the female in large masses, and it is probably 
several months before the larvee are excluded. ‘The sub-aquatic condition lasts a 
long time in the genus Cloéon, a small and delicate species, Sir John Lubbock 
having proved it to extend over six months ; but in the larger and more robust 
genera (e.g., Planigenia) there appears reason to believe that the greater part of 
three years is occupied in the preparatory conditions.” 

The larva is elongate, the head ratherlarge, furnished at first with fine, simple 
eyes of nearly equal size; but, as it increases in size, the homologues of the 
facetted eyes of the imago become larger, whereas those equivalent to the ocelli 
remain small. The antenne are long and threadlike, composed at first of a few 
joints, but the number of these latter apparently increase at each moult ; 
mouth parts well developed ; powerful mandibles; three distinct and large 
thoracic segments ; the proto-thorax narrower than the others; legs much 
shorter and stouter than in the winged insects; abdomen, ten seg- 
ments, the tenth furnished with long and slender multi-articulate tails 
(sete), which appear to be only two in number at first, but an inter- 
mediate one gradually develops itself (though the latter is often lost in 
the winged insect). Respiration by external gills, placed along both sides of 
the dorsum of the abdomen and hinder segments of the thorax. According to 
Lubbock and Joly, the very young larvee have no breathing organs, respiration 
being effected through the skin. Lubbock traced at least twenty moults in 
Cloéon. At about the tenth, rudiments of the wing cases began to appear. 
These gradually become larger, and when so the creature may be said to have 
entered its nymph stage ; but there is no condition analogous to the pupa state 
of insects with complete metamorphoses. There appear to be three or four 
different modes of life in these larva—some are fossorial, and form tubes in the 
mud or clay, in which they live; others are found on or beneath stones ; while 
others again swim and crawl freely among water-plants. Probably some are 
carnivorous, either attacking other larve or subsisting on more minute forms of 
animal life ; others perhaps feed on vegetable matter of a low type, such as 
diatoms. 

The winged insect differs considerably in form from its aquatic state. The 
head is smaller, often occupied almost entirely above, in the male, by the very 
large eyes, which in some species are curiously double in that sex, one portion 
being pillared, and forming what is termed a turban. The mouth parts are 
aborted, for the creature is now incapable of taking nutriment, either solid or 
fluid. The antennee are mere short bristles ; the proto-thorax is much narrowed, 
the other segments greatly enlarged ; the legs long and slender ; torsi, four or 
five - jointed; wings carried erect—anterior pair large, with numerous 
nervures and abundant transverse reticulations ; the posterior pair very much 
smaller, often lanceolate, and frequently absolutely wanting, Abdomen consists 
of ten segments ; at the end are either two or three long multi-articulate tails 
(sete), Inthe male the ninth joint bears forcipated appendages ; in the female 
the oviducts terminate at the junction of the seventh and eighth ventral seg- 
ments, ‘he sexual act takes place in the air, and is of very short duration ; 
but is apparently repeated several times. 

The number of described species is not less than 200, spread over many 
genera. 

From the earliest times attention has been drawn to the enormous abundance 
of some species of this family in certain localities. Scopoli, writing more than 
a century ago, speaks of them as so abundant in Carniola, that in June twenty 
cartloads were carried awayfor manure. Potymitarcys virgo, which, though not 
found in England, occurs in many parts of Europe (and is common in Paris), 
emerges from the water soon after sunset, and continues for several hours in 
such myriads as to resemble snow showers, putting out lights, and causing in- 
convenience to man and annoyance to horses by entering the nostrils. In 
other parts of the world they have been recorded ~in multitudes that obscured 
passers-by on the other side of the street. 

_ The Ephemeride belong to a very ancient type of insects, and their fossil 
imprints are common, occurring even in the carboniferous system. 

Stephens says ; “The insects of this family are remarkable for undergoing a 
quadruple metamorphosis, as in addition to the ordinary states of egg, larva, 
pupa, and imago, there is an intermediate one to the last two, inasmuch as a sort 
or representative of the imago is produced after the pupa, but which has) to 
undergo a further ecdysis or shedding of its skin before the true insect appears. 
In this state the insect is capable of flying, the true wings being encased in a 
delicate membrane, which is cast off very expeditiously when sufficiently mature. 
In this operation a slit is made in the back through which the insect forces 
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itself, and gradually withdraws its body, limbs, and wings, leaving its exudium 
exactly corresponding with its previous form, excepting that portion which 
enveloped the wings, and which is rolled up in a mass on-each side of the thorax.” 
He is of opinion that the popular idea that May Flies are strictly ephemeral— 
that is, live but for 24 hours—is fallacious in most respects. Owing to the 
atrophy of the mouth organs and the condition of the abdominal cavity, the 
perfect insect cannot eat, and is only born for the purpose of propagating its 
species, and he thinks certainly some of the family may be able to existfor two or 
three days. 
(To be continued.) 
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A POEM IN D FLAT. 
By “Corswotp Isys.” 
(Author of “ An Angler's Strange Experiences.”) 





i 
Beside the lovely banks of Dee, 
In Cynwyd’s* Queen of Vales, 

A hostel stands that proudly bears 
Tis sign “ The Prince of Wales,” 
And there the angler welcome finds, 
Welsh lamb and wholesome ales. 


oe 
Tts host he is an angler bold, 
His name is Johnny Hughes, 
And to a brother of the rod 
He’d give away his shoes ; 
Nor any kindness such may need 
Can honest John refuse. 


TI. 
He says the fishing’s capital 
Upon the cursive D, 
Tts course ind-d was like a C 
When visited by we, 
And were we impious, cursing men, 
We both would dash the D——. 


IV. 
Tt foams by day, it floods by night, 
To roar it ceaseth never ; 
Was it for fishing like to this 
We sweet home-ties did sever ? 
Our one refrain from morn till night 
Is— “ Well, and did you ever?” 
Vv. 
“The south-west blowing Bala lake 
Fills all the Sacred Dee, 
So pass’d the days,” sings Tennyson,t 
And so they pass to we ! 
Blow Bala lake! or lake be blow’d ! 
To fill in thus the D. 


VI. 
D for delight, the schoolboy saith, 
But what spells M-U-D ? 
D-light is rather now D dark, 
And foams like bitter B, 
And tho’ its beauties may be great, 
Its trout are very wee. 
iVIL. ; 
Saith John, “ The angler’s word, dear gents, 
You know begins with P.” 
Aye, honest John, but then U-C 
Despair begins with D, 
And F (as Biglow saith) this lasts, 
We'll pack our traps and G! 


VUl. 
But all our hopes were vain ; for, oh! 
Nought but ourselves had changed ! 
D-prived of all d-sire, d-spair, 
D-light had quite estranged, 
And the doleful dumps of dismal D 
Our minds had quite d-ranged ! 


TX 
But John had e’er a cheery word, 
“To-morrow U will © 
The D will fall, and up will go 
Your luck, dear Sirs, to B--— 
That’s better ”—but the word we spelt, 
Like Sam’s sirename, wi’ Wee. 
xe 
Ind-d we need-d words of cheer, 
But nought but words had we ; 
The only words that met our case 
We found began with D. 
Thus D. I. S. appointment goes, 
And so, I think, will we ! 


xan 
All dreadful words begin with D— 
Deceit, dissimulation, 
Daft, dismal, doleful, dumps, and downs, 
Defeat and degradation ; 
Drinking, delirium, and death, 
And devil and desperation. 
XII. 
When such our luck, don’t think it Q- 
Rious, J. H.,if we . 
R both compelled, with much: regret, 
To leave U after T; 
So, good-by-J., and good-bye,.C. 
YoNesia Y. D:. 





* Pronounced Kunwid, ~ f “Idylls of the King,” 
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WE are very glad to hear that Mr. J. B. Slater, the popular secretary of the 
Carlisle Angling Association, who has done so much for the improvement of 
the trout and salmon-angling in the Eden, has been unanimously elected clerk 
and treasurer to the Eden Fishery Board. Mr. Slater is one of the best trout 
and salmon-anglers living ; jhe is an old contributor to our columns. 

* * * * 


An ordinary meeting of the Civil and Mechanical Engineers’ Society will be 
held at the Town Hall, Westminster, on Wednesday, the 4th January, 1888, at 
7 p.m., when a paper will be read and discussed, entitled ‘Salmon’ Passes,” 
by Mr. A. Fairlie Bruce, A.M.LC.E. ; 

* * * * * 

Since the recent thaw most of the rivers in the North of Scotland have been 
running in good volume, and in several of the earliest clein-run fish have 
already put in an appearance. From Bettyhill of Farr we learn that a few 
days ago several spring fish were seen in the Naver; we hear from the Helms- 
dale that for over a week early fish have been sporting in that river, and just 
to hand is a report of fish running the Aberdeenshire Dee by a party who 
has been watching from the Old Bridge of Dee and seeing them pass through 
the arches on their way up the river. 

& % ° ® 

An early show of fish in the rivers mentioned (and, indeed, in mostly all 
rivers) is to the angler a gratifying sight, as it points to the strong probability 
of good sport being had at the very commencement of the season should favour- 
able weather be experienced. 

% e % ® t 

Anglers communicating with Mr. Wm. Garden, 1223, Union-street, Aber- 
deen, with regard to Dee ; and with Mr. Wm. Munro, Altnaharrow by Lairg, 
ha regard to Naver, are likely to hear of spring salmon angling that would 
ch hg ae ae ae ae ey 

“Donald Gunn begs to acknowledge, with grateful thanks, @ gallon of the 
finest ‘old Scotch whusky, sent him by the Editor of the Fisitina GAZETrr. 
He drinks a gude waught tae yer health, Maister Editor, an’ sumtime agen he’ll 
sen’ anither letter, gin yer nainsel’ or yer readers wud care for’t.”: 

* * * * * 


Mr. J. Child, engineer to the Lea Conservancy Board, writes :— Dear Sir,— 
On the 7th Dec. my son Percy (whom no doubt you will remember was with me 
when we netted the Hast London Reservoirs) had a day’s fishing in a private 
water in Herts, when he caught a fine jack, weighing 221b. ; it was rather thin, 
and I should imagine had already spawned—if such a thing was possible at this 
time—or it would have weighed 25 or 26lb. Cooper is setting it up.” This isa 
feat such a young angler may well be proud of. 

2 & 2 * 9 


A Frye Eet.—While fishing in the Corporation waters at Witton recently, 
Mr. }*. Phillips was fortunate enough to land, after three-quarters of an hour's 
exciting play, a magnificent eel, measuring 45in. in length, 10in. girth, and 
weighing 6lb. 9oz. 

= & a ak ae 

Herr Max von dem Borne, of Berneuchen, Germany, has recéntly published a 
most useful and interesting brochwre on the American Black Bass, which fish he 
has successfully acclimatised at his large fishery. 

: -* % & & @ 

The late Mr. Alfred Denison kept a fishing diary, from the records of which 
it appears, says Truth, that in the course of twenty-six years’ angling at Ness-side 
(Holme water), on the Ness, and at Makerstoun, and Birgham Dub, on the 
‘Tweed, he killed 4,601 salmon to his own rod. In 1883 he landed 235 fish, 
which weighed 2,708lb. In 1885 he killed 180 fish on the Tweed in the autumn, 
which weighed 2,611b. ; and 120, which weighed 9724b., on the Ness during the 
summer;, His best day on the Tweed was in 1873, at Makerstoun, above Kelso, 
when he killed 16’salmon and lost 4. On the Ness, in August, 1873, he had 16 
fish in one day, and lost 2. Mr. Denison, who belonged to the Stockbridge Club, 
always fished the Test for a few daysin theearly part of the season, but salmon- 
angling was his greatest delight. ; vA 

* 


% C oF, 
From our interesting contemporary, the Deutsche Fischeréi- Zeitung, we 
translate the following note :—“ About 15 years ago the salt-water inlet called 


Kettingnoor, in the Island of Alsen, was cut off from the sea, and by means of 
a sluice and water-pumping mill pumped dry. Attempts to cultivate the 
reclaimed land were so unsuccessful—partly from the nature of the soil, and 
partly from its liability to become swamped every now and then, that they were 
abandoned. In 1885 the owner of the property, under direction i aie experi- 
enced carp-breeder, converted the whole of the large area into a fish-pond ; the 
chief necessaries were at hand—yviz, a stream of water rich in fish-food to fill 
the colossal fish-pond, and the means of emptying it to get the/fish out when 
required. Late in the autumn of 1885, 8,000 carp, of about 1lb. gach, were put 
in, in the spring of 1886 4,000 carp, some hundreds of tench, andjabout 20 pike 
wereadded. And now, in less than two years, the most sanguine expectations 
in connection with the experiment have been exceeded. It was feared that the 
otters which infest the district would have destroyed the carp ; hut by constant 
watching, and by trapping some of the vermin, this danger was ayoided. The 
result when the water was drawn off in the beginning of December this year 
(1887) was as follows :—(a) Eleven thousand table carp, of a total weight of 
35,0001lb. (b) OF 1lb. carp for stocking purposes (brood from the first year), 
2,000. (c) Of other fish, such as pike, tench, perch, and eels—which two last 
named got in out of the brook—fully 1,000lb. The table carp.were all pur- 
chased by one firm of Hamburg fish merchants, who say tkat these Alsen carp 
are the finest yet placed on the market,” 
o ¥ ® r ° 


- We should be obliged if Herr M. vy. d. Borne would tell us the average value 
per pound of carp in Germany. 
* * 


Someone has been kind enough to send us a copy of a very interesting paper, 
called Y Giweithiwr Cymreig ; but as we “kan nit verstan” Welsh, and as there 
are only a few lines of English in it, and those highly indecent, we are unable 
to make use of it. ; 

’ a 


* * *! 
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Last Monday (Boxing Day) was, at any rate in Bucks, a perfe¢t day—bright 
sun, keen frost, and a good breeze. We were fishing from 10 a.m. till dark with 
a friend ; but the pike were not plentiful, or they were not hungry, nothing 
over five pounds coming to bank. The lake was half frozen over, and it looks 
as if we should have some good skating, as a welcome change from the misty, 
wet winters of late years, fi ; ; 
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WALTONIA 


Wuar can those who have not had the advantage of an all-round angling 
education, and know nothing of what they term “ coarse-fishing,” do during the 
season of snow and ice? For answer, I would suggest a visit to any South of 
England stream. About this time of year there is much going on in trout streams 
to interest an enthusiastic fly-fisher. The fish are now on the shallows, routing 
away with their snouts on the bottom, depositing eggs in the hollows they make, 
and covering them with gravel. Alas, what a small percentage of those eggs are 
likely to develop into mature fish ! 
* & 
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There are two periods of the year when the best trout make an exhibition of 
themselves. First, when the fly is “up”; and, secondly, during the spawning 
season. Need I say that these are just the occasions that anglers proposing to 
rent fishings should take advantage of, to see what their proposed tenements 
really contain? Atthesame time, itis as well not to rely altogether on the fact that 
there are plenty of fish in the stream, though we cannot, of course, very well 
do without them, The fish must not only be there, but they must be good risers : 
and as to that, no amount of gazing on the big fellows rolling about on the 
shallows will give any information. : 

% % 2 ° 

Anyone thinking of renting a fishing would be well advised (provided he is 
a good fellow) to join-the Fly-Fishers’ Club. The subscription is nominal com- 
pared with those of other high-class London clubs, and among the members are 
men who, between them, probably know something of every stream in the 
United Kingdom, and with that kindliness common to anglers, are always ready 
with a word of advice to those who seek it. Many a man has had his creel 
rendered doubly heavy by the information he has gathered as to flies, &c., from 
his brother members before setting out to fish some water new to him. 

aR & & a 


On many trout-streams dabchicks may now be seen disporting themselves in 
places where they are not seen at any other period of the year. By a curious 
coincidence, these same places are just where the trout are spawning. I recently 
counted no less than six dabchicks on a lonely shallow in the Kennet, feeding 
bravely on the bottom. Each bird dived about ten times in a minute, and if 
each dive resulted in the destruction of a trout-egg, it will, by a simple arith- 
metical calculation, be discovered that trout-eggs were being destroyed at the 
rate of 3,600 per hour. 

* . * * * * 

T recently shot one of these birds (not one of the six), and examined its crop. 
Therein I found three trout ova,a miller’s thumb, a large number of water 
shrimps, and various other odds and ends not easily classified. I have not the 
least doubt that later in the year, when the trout-fry are about, many thousands 
of them go down the throats of these pretty little pests. When not eating fry 
or ova, they fill themselves with food which, from our point of view, is the right- 
ful property of trowt. Not less voracious than dabchicks are tame ducks, which 
should be warned off trout streams until the eggs have all hatched. 

* * as * 

The following story of a Christmas pudding is founded on facts: The 
wife of a certain “up-river”’ lock-keeper compounded a pudding of great 
dimensions, for use during the festive season. Unfortunately, the lock-house 
contained no saucepan large enough to hold such a mighty mass of plums, cur- 
rants, eggs, and I know not what, so there was nothing for it but to put the 
pudding into the copper. While the water was boiling the pudding-cloth came 
off the basin, and when the good wife next lifted the lid of the copper, an 
empty basin and a seething mass of dissolved pudding met her horrified gaze. 
She at once sought the advice of her husband, He, with all the ingenuity of a 
sailor, raked out the fire and, as soon as the water was cool enough, ladled out 
the mixture into a fine-meshed minnow-net, and by arranging the cloth under 
the net caught so much of the solid matter as passed through the meshes. Then 
solid and liquid having been thus artfuliy separated, a few more eggs were 
added to the former, the pudding was restored to its basin, the cloth carefully 
tied down, and. after all, the lock-keeper’s youngsters had a Christmas pudding. 

ae ae a a ae 


I hope the lady readers of the Fisuinc GazerrTe will appreciate that story. 
As to whether a faint flavour of old cloths, soapsuds, and stale minnow-scales 
pervaded the pudding, history does not relate. . { 

* * 

There have been several cases of mackerel poisoning during the last few 
weeks. A medical paper sagely remarks that it cannot be too widely known 
that mackerel are unwholesome “at certain seasons.” Perhaps some of the 
medical readers of the GAZETTE will enlighten us just a little further on the 
subject, and let us know the seasons referred to. 

ae * * at a 

I believe I have discovered a new bait for roach. In appearance it closely 
resembles trout-ova. If it proves asuccess my brother anglers shall share in the 
advantages attending the discovery. January is not a good month to try new 
baits, but as soon as I canspeak with certainty as to its merits the secret shall 
be a secret no longer. 

3 at ae > 

In the “Notes ” last week reference was made to the use of sprats as bait for 
pike. An angler friend “recently told me that once, when live-baiting for pike 
with dace, he failed to obtain a run, while his companion, who was spinning with 
sprats, caught several fish. As a matter of fact, a sprat isan uncommonly good 
jack bait, and would be more generally used if anglers knew that on a small 
Chapman spinner with unleaded spike these delicate little baits can be cast for 
some time without wearing out. After having been kept in spirits for six 
months or so, sprats toughen considerably, TEMPLAR. 





A TypicAL CALIFORNIA TowN,—The Red Bluffs (Cal.) Letter gives this picture : 
The town is in the heart of by far the vastest wheat field on earth. You see miles 
and miles of wheat-bags piled up in little mountains all the way to San Francisco 
by the track, waiting for the freight-cars. And yet the town does not seem to be 
overly prosperous, Perhaps I ought to repeat that it is only one of about a thou- 
sand like towns that have set out to “grow up with the country,” with very in- 
different success. Red Bluffs has too many pretty rivals, perhaps, And perhaps 
they are all modelled too much after the same miserably provincial pattern, In 
these California towns you hear the click-clack of the billiard-balls as you enter 
them. » You see some red-faced bar-keeper in shirt-sleeves bustling about in every 
one of the dozen or so “saloons,” two or three dead beats leaning over each one of 
the many billiard-tables, a few old blossomed noses poking about the corners looking 
out for some one to treat, a dozen or so of loafers sitting cocked back on broken 
chairs before the doors of the “ saloons,” a lot of big, lazy boys leaning against posts 
or shade trees, staring at the strangers, and smoking cigarettes or chewing tobacco, 
and that is aboutall. These pretty little California towns, for which God has done 
so much and man so little, are all alike—weak, worthless, helpless. They all have 
the leprosy, the deadly, damning leprosy of laziness in every bone and fibre of 
them, 
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SAMPLES AND PAMPHL 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THE NEW “ACME LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not 


They are Used and Recommended by the Highest Livin 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


Twelve Months’ wear. 


ies, 
ET FREE BY POST. 








£ <peri of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends lar Ganougaas AGES and ey leekee so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 


fly-fishing (No.0). This was two seasons ago, 
best lines I ever had,” 


“ T have used the IMPROVED ‘ ACME’ Linz last season and this. 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. 


I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, 


They are in short, the 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 
“ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us, 


YOU HAVH GOT HOLD OF AN Al 


With and without 


Metal Centre, Price 23d. and 3d. per yard. 
HE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d,and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
Seow > SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 









COOPER COOPER & CO. 


SELL the FINEST 'T'ft A the World Produces 
AT 3s. A POUND. 


Magnificent TEAS at 2s. and 2s. 6d. a Pound., and 


Choice Black Teas at 1s. 4d., 1s. 6d., and 1s. 8d. a Pound. 
Samples, Price List,and Directions for Brewing Post Free on Application. 


CHIEF OFFICE—5O, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON BRIDGE, 


BRANCH ESTABLISHMENTS: 
63, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, EC. ; 35, STRAND (near Charing 
Cross), W.C.; 268, REGENT CIRCUS, W.; 21 WESTBOURNE 
GROVE, W.; 554, HIGH HOLBORN, W.d., LONDON. 










HOWIETOUN FISHERY, 


STIRLING, N.B. 


SEND FOR PRICE LIST OF 


Ova, Fry, Yearling, and Two-Year-Old Fario, 
Levenensis, and Fontinalis, to 


J. R. GUY, Secretary, 





20 & 21, EAST STREET, BRIGHTON. 


ANDERSON'S 


THE ARMY REGULATION 


WATERPROOF 
CLOAK, 











Stanley Coat. 
VENTILATED UNDER 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Complete with LEGGINGS AND VALISE 


HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, N.B, 


WATERPROOFS. 


Improved Riding & Huot- LIVERY SERVANTS’ WATER- 
ing Waterproof. Gut DRIVING RUGS. 
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THE MOST USEFUL, HEALTHY, AND DORABLY 
WATERPROOF GARMENT 
For all-round Purposes. 


PRICES FOR RELIABLE QUALITY, 


CSR DSI 10 ne or eee 
Weaiso make a Coat with the 
Cape Detachable. Ventilated 





dor arutal 48, 59, 52, 54, 56in, long, 
ae ed and Choice Selee- TO FIT GENTLEMEN 

on. Patterns and Prices on 5ft. Sin, 5ft.7in,, 5ft. 9i i i 
application. 44s. 6d. 463, , 73, 6d.” pte ‘$03. 6a: 


WHEN ORDERING, STATE HSIGHT AND SIZH ROUND’ CHEST. 


ANDERSON, ANDERSON: & ANDERSON, 37, 


Works; BOW ROAD, E. 




















ea Xe as La fA\ 
DRIVING CAPE WITH TALMA SLEEVES. a 
These Capes are cut very full in the skirt, so as to fall 
over the knee apron in front and bick rail behind. sx» 
Prices for Gool Quality Drab Rubber. » 
4 42 44 46 inches long, 
To fit ft. 5in., 5ft.7in., 5ft Yin, 5ft. llin, men, 














pot 
Made 33, 35, and 37in. long. 


Prices Complete for Stock Sizes. 
Made of Double Texture Gossamer.. 50s. 0d. 


Made of Super Tweed to Check Lining 65s. (d. 30/- /S - 35/- - 
Separately. FOOTMEN’S AND GROOMS’ COATS. 
UA TS cance dear tewee 35s, and 47s, 6d. 43 50 52 54 56in. long, 
THIGH KNEE LEGGINGS, 12s. 6d. & 17s. 6d, To fit 5ft. 5in. 5ft.7in. 5ft. 9in. Bft. 1lin, 6ft, lin, men, 
SADDLY VALISHS .......... 4s. to 7s. 25/- 26/6 28/- 29/6 81/- 


5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT FOR CASH. 
THE ANGLERS’ WATERPROOFERS, 


QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E,C, 


4nd at 9 & 10, HIGH STREET, BRISTOL ; 4, QUEEN STREET, CARDIFF; and 23, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 





7 
7 
P 





Dec. 31, 1887. 


CHAS. 





FARLOW & CO. 
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FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 
THE SUN NOTTINGHAM WINCH, 


With ADJUSTABLE CHECK, 


NEW COLLAPSING LINE DRIER. 


Regd. No. 79,016. 





CLOSED. 


These Winches are made with a metal rim 
on the inside of back plate, and also metal 
inner revolving plate, which prevents all 


A machine for effectually drying lines when wet 
Made so that the air passes freely through to every 
2 : [ i portion of the line, and so dries and preserves it. 
possibility of warping or sticking, without Each winder is fitted with a screw clamp, so that 
adding any perceptible weight. it may be screwed to any table, 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


_ TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
- (30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 re Putney. 
4 , . Hammersmith, 
5 A Barnes, 

Add 55 7 Kew. 
75 + Richmond, 
80 rf Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes late ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 
For TIMES or HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, December 31 : ee VA PS a, ane 2.45 
Sunday, January 1 sa ase 3.4 PAL err} 3.23 
Monday, 3 2 Abe see 3.42 oes AG 4.3 

Tuesday, 7" 3 CA eee 4.23 rc aoe 4.45 
Wednesday, " 4 ces ans 5.5 “a0 an 5.27 
Thursday, 3 5 nee one 5.50 oh: wee 6.14 
Friday, 6 ee 6.40 eet 7.8 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
| Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

Another year will soon be numbered amongst the past, and as the present one is 
so nearly dying out, it is the proper thing to do to wish all the anglers in the Lower 
Thames “A Very Happy and Prosperous New Year,’ not only in matters pisca- 
torial, but in things appertaining to their daily life. To some the passing year has 
been an unfortunate one, both in reference to losses in trade and in domestic afflic- 
tion ; may the coming year be a brighter and a happier one! As regards the river, 
there has been scarcely any attempt at Christmas fishing above the locks, and if 
only the exchequer of the fishermen had been satisfactory, they would have had 
plenty of time to enjoy their Christmas festivities ; but it is to be 
feared the means were not plentiful. Amongst the good wishes to be 
offered at this period of the year, the anglers should not forget the 
FISHING GAZETTE, and in the new arrangements to obtain for it an 
enlarged and generous support. This is most heartily offered by the writer, and 
that its hoad boss will not be daunted by such silly effusions as those he quoted last 
week, And now as to angling considerations. It has been frequently remarked 
the jack and pike are getting every year more scarce in the river, and that it is de- 
sirable in some way to remedy this deficiency, which may not altogether have been 
caused by the wretched practice of trailing. One of the Thames anglers, in referring 
to this subject, states he has lately been fishing one of the reservoirs opposite to 
Sunbury adjoining those of the Chelsea Waterworks, and he could take any amount 
of very small jack, with which the reservoir abounds. He suggests an application 
to the directors from the committee of the Thames Angling Preservation Society 
for permission to net it, which is to be considered at the next meeting ; but it may 
share the same result as a previous one, which was a decided refusal. The governor 
and directors of the Chelsea Waterworks have been amongst the best in helping to 
ce ha the stock of fish in the river, as also those of the West Middlesex Water- 
works, 

River REPORTS. 

THe TrpAL WAtTERS.—The report from this portion of the Thames is as follows : 

—‘Scarcely any apglers haye been out at Richmond, Christopher Brown and 
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Henry Howard have each been out on two occasions, and catching 20Ib. each of 
roach and dace, At Twickenham, John Spong, Pert Hammerton, and John Frost 
have been out with about the same result as at Richmond, There has been no one 
out at Teddington. The water is in good condition at present, and down to summer 
levelagain. On Christmas Day there was not a fisherman out in a punt, nor was 
there an angler out on the banks,” 

ABOVE THE LocKs.—The report is yery brief, as follows :—“ From Teddington 
Lock to Sunbury no one has been out fishing. The water is lower and a little 
discoloured.” From Walton to Staines nota single report has come to hand, 


UPPER THAMES. 


For winter angling the river could not possibly be in better order, especially for 
jack and perch ; but the weather is so nippingly cold that anglers have been deterred 
from venturing out, and have seemingly preferred a cheerful fire and cheery friends 
and fare to a biting frost, or even biting jack, on the at present “ cheerless ” reaches 
of the Thames, The reports to hand all mention fair sport by those who ventured 
out, jack, perch, and roach being had by those who went for them. The running 
line is now, of course, apt to freeze in the rings. I have always found it best in 
frosty weather to use revolving ivory rings, and also run the line through a compo- 
sition of wax and tallovy, or paraffin oil before using, I am suffering somewhat 
from an overdose of Christmas, so must defer a detailed account of the late takes 
until another year, or I feel I should get mixed up a bit, and possibly aver some 
angler had taken cod-fish and oyster sauce. I wish all my angler brethren “ A 
Happy and Suecessful New Year” during 1888.—MarLow Buzz, Dec, 29, 

—_ Thames (Datchet). 

The water is in the best of order for fishing, but the fish don’t bite ; perhaps it is 
too cold for them. With a patron, on the 28th, one jack, between 6lb, and 71b., and 
two or three roach—been out other days, and done nothing. Going out to-morrow 
to try the chub—I guess they ought to bite—G, LumspEN, 


Thames (Goring). 


Water in good order for jack and perch. Have been out two days jack and perch- 
fishing, and took five jack and some good perch; jack coming on better.—JOHN 


Rusu, 
Thames (Windsor). 

Although river is now in splendid condition as regards colour of water, anglers, 
with but very few exceptions, cannot stand the piercing cold, and the few who have 
tried complain of “line freezing to rod,” “fingers all thumbs,” &c. On the 26th 
inst. I went as far as Queen’s Eyot, just below Monkey Island, intending to fish 
those excellent boughs for chub which are in this neighbourhood ; but reckoned 
without my host, as already two punts were there, which was a little disappointing 
after the severe exertion of taking the punt from Windsor Bridge, a distance of 
about four miles and up-stream ; so dropping back, I tried a few likely boughs near 
Surly Hall, but caught nothing beyond a #lb, fish, though water was a better colour 
here than higher up. I can only attribute their not feeding to snow in water or 
sudden change in weather, as from about 2 p.m. Mr. Frost tried very hard to freeze 
everything up, and with partial success, the line turning to stiffness of wire and the 
bait to macadam, Mr, Batterbury, of Eton, in spite of all these discomforts, had a 
nice jack to-day of 41b. 50z., and tells me he ran three others, which he deserved to 
catch, for his pluck ; though, perhaps, Mr. Ross, of Queen’s-terrace, Windsor, can 
eclipse it, having been twice immersed to-day whilst skating in Windsor Great Park, 
After the first complete immersion he walked home, a distance of about two miles, 
changed, and returned, again going through up to his waist, but kept on skating, 
which will doubtless be the chief sport for a few weeks to come,—B, R. BAM- 
BRIDGE, 








; Chichester. ; 
Whether anglers are losing all hope of sport, or that the fireside has greater 


attractions, it was noted that but few from this district availed themselves of the 
holidays for their favourite diversion. The weather, although fine, was not trust- 
worthy, and the water generally notin condition, Those few who ventured forth 
were certainly not rewarded for their pains, a few roach in one instance; and three 
roach, a perch, and pike, the result of two days’ fishing on a branch of the Arun. 
My East Sussex correspondent has, I suppose, been too busy with Christmas festi- 
vities to write me, or nothing has been done ; and here at Chichester the canal-side 
has been deserted. Frost has set in, and with a continuance of the present weather 
the canal will afford a good stretch of ice for 


Those who love to glide 
With lightning swiftness o’er the frozen tide. 


Rods must be laid aside for more suitable sports, and in the harbour and vicinity 
wild fowl are affording sport to the knights of the trigger.—Guorcn F, SALTER, 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

We have had frost for the past four or five days following the snow, that lay for 
a week or previously before it went. Pike, grayling, and the various kinds of 
coarse fish—foremost among which latter stand chub—are now in the very pink of 
condition ; but somehow fishing is not a popular pastime here in the heart of the 
hills of the Midlands in mid-winter, and in the middle of the Christmas holidays, 
But we are having a change, as a warm wind has sprung up and the frost shows 
signs of a quick disappearance, There is a likelihood of something at least being 
attempted should the frost disappear. With the prospect of the line getting frozen 
to the rings of the rod, and of getting buoyed to the bank, fishermen are not to be 
blamed for lack of enthusiasm at this festive season. There are plenty of fish—i.e., 
grayling—on the feed, though the scene of operation is at the bottom of the river. 
The atmosphere is too keen for natural flies to wing their way either over land or 
the liquid element. Skating claims more votaries than other outdoor pursuits of. 
late.—FostTgER Bros., Ashbourne. 

Idle (Notts). ‘ 

Few anglers were out on Boxing Day, which was the only day this week when 
angling was at all possible. Frost andsnow have since put an end to sport for a. 
time.—L., Dec, 29, 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—The fishing boats during the past week have landed good catches of 
skate, cod, and whiting ; one boat in a few hours hooked 165lb. of large whiting, 
another 80lb., and several others had smaller catches. Some prime cod and conger 
are being caught at the Spillers. Amateurs continue to have fair catches from the 
pier and jetties. Weather seasonable ; wind H,—E, Comer, Dec. 29. 

Lake District. ; 

Thursday night : I have only to report that now everything in the shape of fish- 
life has gone from the spawning beds, and we have got over the spawning season 
without the slightest trace of disease. The chief matter of interest in the fishery 
district now is the proposed alteration in the close time for trout and char in 
Windermere, The proposition has been submitted to the Home Office, and is to the 
effect that the season for trout and char on Windermere and the neighbouring lakes 
shall commence on the lst of April instead of the lst of March as heretofore, This 
alteration in the by-laws will not affect anglers, and is levelled against the pcofes- 
sicaal fishermen, who, it is asserted, take many large trout from the Windermere 
shallows in their char nets, as it is to these spots trout make in early spring. It is 
likely the suggestion will be adopted.—EPHEMER®, 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge). 


The water is in excellent condition as regards colour for fishing ; but this morn- 
ing theice in some parts reached across, and in most parts of the river there was 
plenty of room for fishing, I wish to say that in my report of last week I stated 
Mr, Browning, a well-known angler of one of the London clubs, captured a jack of 
18lb., but through some mistake it was reported 171b, and as there have been several 
statements over the right weight, I wish to say the fish was wejghed in my presence 
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Had it been 2lb. heavier, I understand Mr, Browning would 
have‘claimed a prize of 20 guineas, Mr. Vining has had to-day (Thursday) some 
very good sport among the perch andchub, We have had a very old disciple of 
Izaak Walton here, Mr. Manning, with his friend, Mr. Hanson, of Shepherd’s-bush, 
put very little sport. Iam very pleased to say the ice is going away, and I expect 
to give better news,—A. C, CRITCHFIELD, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams have run into capital order for fishing, and are clear. Several 
anglers haye been out, and good sport has been had with the maggot and grass- 
hopper, and some fine grayling have been caught. The Pinsley is in good fishing 
order, but little fishing has been had during this week, 


Leicester, i ; 
Generally, angling in this locality has, during the Christmas holidays been of a 
quiet character.” There was a fair amount of attention paid to the waters adjacent 
to the capital of the fox-hunting shire on Saturday and Monday, and anglers for 
roach met with encouraging success. This was not the case with those who were 
trying their luck among the pike and chub, as results in each instance were very dis- 
couraging : only a brace or two of the former were landed, whilst the chub were either 
off the feed, or the presence of such quantities of people on the river banks caused the 
fish to’fight shy of the luring baits. Since Monday the weather set in with unusual 
severity. On Tuesday there was a heavy snowstorm, followed by a short thaw, and 
and again the ice’ monarch took possession, and reigned supreme up to a late hour 
on Thursday night, The ornamental waters in the Abbey Park, the canal, and river 
Soar are completely frozen over, the only place at present available for angling 
being the brook at Aylestone, which is partly covered with ice.—ALERT, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

I amof the opinion of many more, for I think the jack are out for their Christmas 
holidays, for nowhere are they to be found, Several have been trying very hard, 
but of no use. I was out on Boxing Day with a friend trying allways, but could 
not get a touch, and the cry from many more was the same ; but since the 27th the 
back-waters and many parts of the river are covered with ice, which deprives many 
from fishing where they would like; but I think if the frost were to go, we should 
have a change in the sport for the better. Isaw in “Notes” of Dec, 10th, which 
says we have heard more than once thata great deal of poaching goes on in the 
Huntingdon and Godmanchester district. Now I think—and I am almost positive— 
Ican deny it. If anyone can prove it without a conviction has been, I should be 
very pleased to hear of it, and send me the author ; for I can say for myself that the 
fishing has been strictly looked after, and great satisfaction given to all local fisher- 
menand others as well. It is like many other things—they interfere with other 
people’s business instead of looking after their own.—H, Rout, 


Reservoir (Elstree). 

During the earlier part of the week there were a few anglers down, but not much 
done owing tothe frost. On the 23rd Mr. Cooper was out and took eight jack, the 
heaviest fish weighing 10lb. To-day (Thursday) the water is quite frozen over, and 
there are a few skating on it; andif the frost Jasts, anglers had better bring their 
skates and not their rods—G. CHESHER. 

Severn (Gloucester). 

‘ River in first-class condition, The weather is bitterly cold. Very few anglers 
will venture out with the rod. On the 26th inst,, Messrs. W. Luker and Hugginson 
paid avisit to Ashleworth, and succeeded in taking some good roach, perch, and 
chub. Messrs. Harris, Brown, and Prosser have been very successful with the large 
roach and chub, They fished the shoal at Wainloads Hill; baits used were brand- 
ling worms, A few jack have been taken from the Leadon with the Jardine Snap- 
Tackle. The sharp frost of the last few nights has made skating general. With 
compliments of the season to all anglers and friends, I have the honour to be, yours, 
&¢c,— SINGLE HAIR, Dec, 29. 


and it weighed 181b. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Christmas comes but once a year, and when it comes it—does not often bring with 
it much angling news, Thatis the condition of things at present in this district, 
for although the river has been in fair condition, I have not heard of a single angler 
being hardy enough to while away his Christmas holiday time by indulging ina 
little pike-fishing ; consequently the list of killed and wounded remains a blank,— 


PISCATOR, 
Teme (Ludlow). 

The water is clear, and has lowered, andin good fishing condition. During the 
holidays the anglers have been out, and some nice grayling landed with the maggot. 
Some very fine-conditioned ones were offered for sale at Mr, Holt’s, Church-street, on 
Thursday, at 1s. per pound. Good sport hag been had with the Grasshopper. The 
Ony, Clun, and Corvearein good grayling-fishing order ; a few fish caught in them, 


—Ss, LUDLOW. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


This river is in splendid condition for all-round angling, and during the holidays 
a moderately large number of anglers visited the various reaches. In the Kelham 
length, on Monday, two Nottingham gentlemen, Messrs. Hall and Ludlow, took five 
pike by the aid of the live-bait ; and on the same day seven of good size were taken 
from one of the backwaters at Shelford, where, however, the fishing is not so 
attractive as it was some few years ago. A few p ike were secured at Barton, and 
better sport than previously has been met with at Weston Cliff. The backwater 
here known as ‘ Black Pool” is just now in capital condition, and is getting free 
from weeds, Many heavy fish have frequently been killed in this select piece of 
water, which may be fished on payment of the nominal sum of one shilling per day. 
—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 

Witham. 


Angling, in consequence of the frost, is very nearly at a standstill in the Witham 
district. Monday was fine, and to some extent favourable, and some three or four 
hundred visitors came down for the holiday by the trips. Those who pursued the 
sport long were fairly rewarded, but most found it too cold, A few moderate pike 
were landed, Since Monday, however, the cold has become more intense, and the 
drains about Boston and Spalding, and down by Crowland are freezing over, and 
skating is being freely talked of. The Blue Gowt is frozen over and will bear skates, 
so also portions of the Vernatts, South Drove, and Glen drains. The Welland at 
Spalding was frozen on Wednesday morning, and so also the waters at Cowbit and 
Crowland, So holiday angling in this district was no sooner started than stopped. 


—L., Dec, 29, 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Both weather and water have been in capital order for grayling-fishing during 
the past week. On Saturday last I had twenty grayling from the Yore, weigh- 
ing 83lb. On Monday, fishing with Mr. George Hellewell, at Ripon, he had 23 
fish and I had 29, weighing 84lb. On Tuesday, at Burnsall-on-Wharfe, Mr. Gaunt 
had 9 fine fish and I had 14, weighing 93lb. The frost appears to have given 
way to-day (Wednesday), much to my regret, as I expected to enjoy another 
four days’ good fishing,—F, M, WALBRAN. 


: Yare (Norwich). 

The sharp frost has spoilt all our little arrangements with regard to pike-fishing, 
and all those who had obtained leave to visit the various ‘other sides of Jordan ” 
will be forced to try again another time, On the Broad, where I had hoped to have 
been amongst the jack, we found about from tin. to Sin. of ice, Tuesday morning’s 
frost actually in some parts laid the river about a third across with a thin coating 
of ice, which the oar could just break; but on all still waters sufficient ice was 
found to prevent any attempt at angling, so my friends and myself found up two 
expert Nottingham-style casters, and we took lessons which may one day, if we 
find ourselves surrounded by weeds of any kind, prove very useful, Freezing sharp, 
—Rosert Mout, : 


Dec. 31, 1887. 
CLUB REPORTS. 3 


[ We beg to request Secretaries to post their’ Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly meeting of the Renting and Preservation Committee will take place 
on Monday evening next, January 2, 1888, at 7.30, and the General Committee at 
9 o’clock.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, 28th December (Innocent’s day), Mr. R. L. Atchison (YV.P.) presiding. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were submitted, confirmed, and signed. In 
consequence of the unsatisfactory results of the recently cony@ned competitions of 





this society as regards fish, there are a great number of special prizes remaining’ 
Absentees, please note that the whole of these prizes will be competed for at © 


over, 
Horley on the 8th prox, The secretary begs to announce that on and after Wednes- 
day, the 4th prox., the meetings of this society will be supplemented by a series of 
smoking concerts. Friends of members and other kindred societies are hereby 
respectfully invited.—JOHN SMIrrH, hon. sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. ; 

Owing to the Christmas holidays, we had no meeting on Friday last, and the 
only weigh-in of the week was that of Mr. S. Wertheim, who on Tuesday brought 
up 5lb. $0z, roach and dace,—J. DEPLIDGE, hon, sec. 

CORINTHIAN ANGLING CLUB. 

Owing to the cold weather, very little fish have been weighed-in this week at 
headquarters, one or two gentlemen having visited sundry parts, the only take of 
note being Mr, Brown’s, at Godalming, on Tuesday last, consisting of one chub, 
2lb. 100z., and six roach, weighing together 41b. 60z.—a very fine show of fish. The 
next meeting of the club will be held on Wednesday next, when all members are 
requested to attend at 8.30 p.m.—ALF. H. HvANs, sec. 
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING ‘CLUBS VISITING LIST, 

A visit was paid to the Barbican Angling Society on the 14th inst., by societies 
enrolled on the above and others, when the club-room was well filled, sixteen 
societies being represented. The next visit will be paid to the Independent 
Brothers Angting Society on Monday, Jan.’9th, 1888, notice of which will be sent 
by Mr. R. Clark, sec—C, A. MEDCALF, ~ i i 

GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members are reminded that the meetings of this society will be resumed on 
Friday, the 6th prox., when it is hoped a full muster will attend to inaugurate the 
second half of the session, 
relate “‘Some Recent Reminiscences of Angling in Various Waters,” which will 
exhibit many features of interest to the less expert brethren in the forthcoming 
roving match. Members are urged to note this, and attend in force at 8.30 p.m. 
sharp, there being much and important business to transact.—W. H, JOHNSON, 
sec, 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The presentation of the Christmas prizes given by the members took place on 
Thursday evening, Dec, 22nd. There were 17 in all. Ten only being won, the 
others were drawn for according to custom.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOOCIRKTY. 


The distribution of special Christmas prizes took place on Saturday last (Christ- 


mas Eve), There was a good muster of members and friends, and during the even 

ing there was some first-class singing. 

fished for, the members will greatly oblige by assembling in full strength on 
Wednesday next (Jan, 4, 1888) to arrange conditions, &c.—H. B. 
KILLIN ANGLING CLUB. : 

The first annual dinner of this club was held in the Killin Hotel on Tuesday even- 

ing last ; Mr, A. Stuart, president of the club, was in the chair, and Mr. J, McNiven, 


of Inchewan, acted as croupier. The company having done ample justice to an excel- 
In proposing 


lent dinuer, the chairman gave the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, 
the toast of the evening, “The Killin Angling Club,” the chairman said the club 
had had three competitions on Loch Tay, at which they killed 161 trout, the average 
weight of each trout being 10}0z. He also referred with pleasure to the fact that 
every member of the club was present that evening, and that Messrs, Anderson (of 
Anderson and Hlder’s), MacIntosh, and Robertson had come all the way from Glasgow 
to be present with them, and felt sure that the enthusiasm which. existed among 
them augured well for the prosperity of the club. Other toasts, songs (most of 
them in Gaelic), recitations,and now and then a tune on the national instrument 
(bagpipes), filled up a most enjoyable evening. ; : 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our meeting last week was again badly attended, members being conspicuous by 
their absence. However, fortunately that good fisherman, Mr. H. Purvis, one of our 
hon, members, turned up, accompanied by his friend, Mr. Kinna, and gave us a 
lively and graphic account of his doings in New Zealand. He was in Wellington 
(N.Z.) on the opening day of the Hut River, and killed two trout weighing 34lb, 
each, Strange to say, these were the only two fish taken that day, although there 
were some 150 members and friends out, though not all fishing. All sorts of 
weather are to be had here now, and anglers prefer to keep indoors, the damp, raw 
air being an enemy not to be braved with impunity.—R. WOOLFALL, hon, sec, 

NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Mr. Humphries will give a valuable silver cup for the largest jack over 20lh, — 


taken up to the end of the season in public or private waters. Mr. Galloway will 
give a prize for the largest perch over 2lb. taken up to the end of the season, public 
or private waters, Conditions : Open to all members of angling societies upon any 


On that occasion the chairman, Mr, J. Stageman, will _ 


As there are several special prizes to be. 


. - 


Sunday or Wednesday. Members intending to fish for either of the above prizes — 


must send a written notice to the secretary of the above society (Norfolk Arms, 
Burwood-place, Hdgware-road) what waters they intend fishing, which must reach 
the club-house the day before going out to compete. All fish must be weighed at 


the above club-house from 9 to 11 p.m. Mr. Humphries’ Lightning Spinner must be ~ 
the only bait used for the capture of any fish to win either of the above prizes,—~ 


THOS, BUCKINGHAM, sec. 
POLLOKSHIELDS ANGLING CLUB. 

The second annual dinner of this club was held in Saint Enoch Hotel on the evening 
of Friday last, Mr. John Oassells president, in thechair, Thecroupiers were Baillie Clark 
and Mr, Pringle. The feature of the club’s annual meeting was an extraordinary 
dinner. On this occasion the variety of its fishiness “ beats a’.”” The chairman, one 
of the most genial of Waltonians, assisted by croupiers of equal merit, kept up the 
hilarity of the meeting in grand form, Having given the loyal and patriotic toasts, 
the chairman gave the toast of the evening, ‘The Shields’ Fishers,” and, amidst 
many happy remarks, announced that their club had the honour of having the 
highest average of all the clubs in their competitions on Loch Leven during the past 
season. Other toasts and songs were given during the evening, and a number of 
very valuable prizes were “ gien”’ to the winners. An elegant “Jubilee cup,” pre- 
sented by the Shields ladies, to be competed for annually, was won for the first 
time by the secretary, Baillie Clark. 
quartette of baillies and councillors, and many of the keenest anglers in Glasgow ; 
pe olthouee a young club, bids faiz to become the premier club of the West of 

cotland, 
PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society took place at Mona Hotel, Covent- 
garden, on Wednesday evening last, Mr. EH, T, Sachs was unanimously voted to the 
chair, Amongst those present were Messrs, Huggett, Burrowes, De Courcy, 
Williams, Foreman, Fennings, Winton, Gray, Goodger,’ Bird, R. C. Blundell, 
Browning, Bennett, E. J. Walker, hon. sec., &c, A satisfactory reply was read from 
the secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society respecting the subscrip- 


The club numbers in its membership a 
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tions received from this society and its members. Messrs, Winton, Burrowes, and 
Browning were nominated as candidates ‘for serving on next year’s committee, Dr. 
annual meeting for Wednesday next at 8 o'clock. The important question of raising 
the amount of entrance fees and annual subscription to double their present amount 
will be amongst the questions for decision; Members unable to attend will render 
much assistance in forwarding their wishes by letter on the subject. The hon 
secretary, Mr. R. 8, Pennings, will submit his annual financial statement, Blectio. 
Coates and Mr, Harden retiring, The chairman announced that Mr. Huggett’s fine 
show of chub of the preceding week would take first prize for chub competition. The 
continued prosperity of the society and health of the chairman, with many mutual 
good wishes for the coming year, brought a pleasant meeting to a close.—T. H, 

The half-yearly general meeting of the above society will be held at the Mona 
Hotel on Wednesday, January 4th, 1888, at 8 p.m. precisely, to receive the audited 
financial statement of the hon, treasurer; to elect the officers and committee.for 
the ensuing year; to consider certain recommendations of the committee, and, if 
approved of, to confirm the same ; to settle the date and place for the annual dinner, 
and the chairman and vice to preside over the same ; to arrange the club prizes for 
the year 1888; to consider the following alterations and additions to rules :—Rule 3, 


‘page 6: “That the second Wednesday, &c., instead of first Wednesday.” Rule 8, 


page 7: “That the annual subscription be £2 2s,, instead of £1 1s.” Rule 14, page 9: 
“The entrance fee of £1 1s., instead of 10s, 6d.” Note.—With reference to the above 
alterations, any member who is unable to attend the half-yearly meeting is requested 
to intimate his opinion to the hon, secretary. If no reply be received, it will be con- 
sidered that the alterations have his approval.—E, J. WALKER, hon, sec., 48, Sloane- 


street, 8.W. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On Christmas Day occurred the sudden death of Mr. J. Hotham (better known as 
“ Pixie”), the late secretary of our club, who was well known in the angling 
world, as he was an old angler, and one who had worked a great deal for anglers 
generally, being very much attached to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. I hope 
you will signify the same in your valuable paper.—RoBeErr SELTH, sec. (pro tem.) 

We very much regret to hear this sad news, haying known and respected 
He ie” for many years.—ED. | 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Mr. Smales was the only member who weighed-in this week, he haying 31b, of nice 
dace. Iam sorry there were so few members present at Tuesday’s meeting, thus 
preventing important business being transacted, I hope to see a good show on Tues- 
day next. I omitted to state in last week’s report that the Royal George had voted 
10s. 6d, towards the Ghurney Testimonial.~ I. H. Frewin, sec. 

i SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY, 
On Tuesday, December 27th, Mr, Kelly weighed-in one perch of Ilb. 60z.— 


PELICAN, 
‘SUNDIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Thursday evening, Dec. 22, a special meeting was held at the Sundial Angling 
Society’s headquarters, the Plough and Harrow, King-street, Hammersmith, the 
chief business of which was to present the prizes won in the recent great sweep- 
stakes at Langley. Mr. H. J. Tibbatts, of the Anglers’ Association, occupied the 
chair, and most ably conducted the business, whilst Mr. C. T. Carter, as vice, was 
the right man.in the right place. Mr, H. Baber presided at the pianoforte, with a 
masterly hand, that gentleman opening harmonic proceedings with “ Queen of My 
Heart To-Night.” Messrs, Barrett, Jones, Hallett; and Cecil preceded the chairman, 
who very ably rendered “ Nil Desperandum,” whilst after songs from Messrs. Harri- 
son, Parker, and Bird, jun, (the first prize-winner), and Bird, sen., Mr. Tibbatts de- 
manded attention for the distribution of prizes. That gentleman pointed out the 
great benefits the Benevolent Fund had bestowed upon anglers in need of pecuniary 
assistance, and said that he could see by the extraordinary success of the late compe- 
tition that the Benevolent Society would not only gain support from the actual oon- 
test, but from outside anglers, through the prominence kindly given to the object 
by the Press. He (the chairman) must not forget to say that the thanksof all 
Metropolitan anglers were due to the gentleman who presided at the opposite end of 
the room, Mr. Carter, for it was he who conceived the idea of the late competition 
in aid of the Beneyolent Fund, and at his suggestion the Sundial Society most nobly 
took the matter in hand and carried it through. to a magnificent success. - Mr. 
Carter's health was drunk with musical honours, Previous to the chair- 
man’s enforced departure to catch his train, Mr. Pink, of the Westbourne 
Park Angling Society, and Mr, Wilson, the hon. secretary of the Sundial, were com- 
plimented on their arduous labours in the good cause, and were enthusiastically 
toasted, accompanied with the usual refrain, whilst the Press, coupled with'the 
name of Mr. Deplidge, who replied on behalf of the Sporting Life, was duly 
honoured, A hearty vote of thanks to the chairman closed the business proceedings, 
but harmony was continued until two in the morning, the following keeping the 
ball rolling :—Messrs. Frank Elmer, Wal. Pink, Deplidge, Moss, Frank Tilly, Amos 
Ashford, Styles, Baker, Walford, Charles Rogers, C, T, Carter, Baber, A. Boxall, 
Parker, Thompson, and Barrett, It is proposed so soon as all the tickets for the 
late contest are returned or paid for, to hold a smoking concert at Foresters’ Hall, 
headquarters of the Anglers’ Association, to hand over on that occasion a cheque 
for the amount received. 

re UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above were out on the 26th, Mr. J. Currans saving the 
club from a blank with roach. Members of the above will fish a jack and perch 
match on the 8th prey ‘at Taplow for several money prizes,—H, T, 


SS 
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TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since the close of the legal time for angling for salmon 
on these rivers, all the spawning beds on the streams have been fully occupied by 
the breeding fish. Below and above Kelso Bridge, the “ redds” were thickly covered 
with fish, and, so far as the season has as yet gone, everything tends to a most suc- 
cessful breeding season. Many of the later spawning fish are yet to be seen on the 
shallows busily engaged in depositing their spawn. Just after the fence time set 
in, a most timeous flood occurred, which had the effect of bringing up shoals of fish 
from the lower reaches, and as the rivers continued to run well up for some few 
days, the higher stretches of both the Tweed and Teviot must have been plentifully 
supplied with the fish bent on nature’sduty. The fungoid disease has been observed 
amongst a good many of the fish in this locality ; but this circumstance always 
happens at this period of the season, and we are glad to say that it is no worse 
than in previous seasons. Poaching, too, in the immediate neighbourhood, does not 
seem to be indulged in to such an extent as it was done some years ago, although 
occasionally, of course, one hears of this water or the other having been netted by 
these illegal depredators. On the whole, however, lessees andowners may well rest 
satisfied with the care which is bestowed on the salmon reaches by the bailiffs 
engaged under the Tweed Commissioners, The rivers at present are in a very good 
condition, being clear of all-foul matter, with a goodly volume of water running in 
their beds, Disciples of the gentle art are looking forward to excellent sport when 
the rivers are again open, and in the mean time, as we have, so far, hada very open 
and genial December, fish should be in fairish good condition by the 14th of Feb- 
ruary, the date when the net-fishing opens; rod-angling beginning with the open- 
ing of that month, ‘“ Maxwheel, Kelso,” wishes all his brother anglers a “ Happy 
New Year, and mony o’ them,” 

PS I TS 





PERTINENT QUESTIONS.—What is more comforting in cold and damp weather than * Grant’s 
Morella Cherry Brandy?” What is more beneficiai to the weak and aged than this wholesome tonic 
as recommended by medical men ? What do sportsmen and! travellers fiad more sustaining thana 
flusk of this unrivalled liqueur and for wioma stronger quality (“Sportsman's”) is prepared ? Beware 
of imitations. Observe our branded corks and capsules, Sold by Wine Merchants, and by Thomas 
Grant and Sons, Maidstone, and 45, Gresham-street, H.C, Makers of the delicious Morella Marmalade, 
Sold by Grocers, ‘ . : 
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NORTHERN NOTES. 


By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 
(Continued from page 122.) 


SINCE the grayling season opened there has been a marked improve- 
ment in.matters piscatorial, and some good dishes have been killed, 
both with fly and worm. For some unexplained reason, however, 
up to the present time grayling have come very “short” at the latter 
bait, frequently nipping off the whole worm in the most aggravating 
manner, without as much as feeling them when they struck.- When 
I find this to be the case I generally change my single-hook tackle 
for one composed of a couple of No. 1 fly-hooks tied about din. above 
each other ; this seldom fails to secure them. 


I am told that several members of the Hawes Angling Association are agi- 
tating for the prohibition of winter grayling-fishing upon the grounds that 
certain anglers are somewhat prone to forget that trout are out of season. My 
experience is that after October you hook very few trout with either worm or 
maggot, the reason being that at that time of the year they are not in the 
same haunts as the grayling. The Hawes Club will do well to debate the 
matter thoroughly before deciding to do any such thing. If a man 
will take a trout during the winter months he is totally unworthy 
of the name of angler, and should be turned out of the club if he bea member, 
or refused a day ticket ever after if a stranger ; but to debar fair anglers 
from winter-fishing for the sake of such men appears to me ridiculous. Fair, 
honest fishing with rod and line will never hurt any river, and it will serve the 
interests of the club if they devote their attention to the stoppage of roe-fishing 
and cleach-netting instead of interfering in the matter referred to. 


The unusual mildness of the spring and the low state of the rivers during the 
spawning time of the grayling this year have had good results, for I never recollect 
seeing so many grayling fry as there are at present in the streams of the Yore. 
I was fly-fishing at Ripon about a month ago, and during the day must have 
returned to the water at least 100 of the little sprats. This should tell a tale in 
about another couple of seasons. My friend “ Watchet ” has this autumn given 
the dry-fly system a good trial both on the Yore and Wharfe, and has expe- 
rienced some very fair sport. One day, upon the Burnsall Club length, he 
killed seven grayling, weighing 54lb.—an excellent average for the Wharfe. 
Blades, of Hawes, showed me a fancy fly which he has dressed lately, and with 
which he has experienced very good sport both among trout and grayling. The 
following is the dressing :—Body, bronze peacock’s harl and brown tying silk ; 
wings, hackled from a moor poult’s wing feather ; tag, mallard’s feather dyed 
yellow, with turmeric or Crawshaw’s yellow dye. He gave mea pattern, but as 
yet I have had no opportunity to test it. 

Mr. H. Bradshaw, who is a capital fly-fisher for grayling, invented a pattern 
which is somewhat similar, and which I christened “Bradshaw’s Fancy.” 
Body, bronze peacock’s harl, with crimson silk to show at the head ; wings, 
hackled from a Norwegian crow ; tag, crimson wool or floss silk. . This pattern 
I have tried and can recommend highly. 

I have never been able to solve the problem to my entire satisfaction why 
the grayling on several of our Yorkshire rivers will not take the fly as freely as on 
the Derbyshire or Worcestershire streams. On the Yore or Wharfe you may 
perhaps take half-a-dozen or so ina day's fly-fishing ; but in the reports from 
the above-named districts one frequently reads that “Mr. So-and-So took ten 
brace with the Whirling Dun or the Willow Fly.” 2 

I once watched a friend of mine, who resides at Burton-on-Trent, take 44 
brace of fine grayling with fly on the Dove. at Sudbury in an hour’s fishing. 
The flies employed were the Burton Iron Blue and the Golden Spinner, and 
dressed much larger than our Yorkshire patterns. Our worthy Editor was 
considerably puzzled upon two occasions when we have been grayling-fishing 
together on the Wharfe ; the last occasion was at Burnsall, in 1883, when the 
only fly that they would at all vouchsafe to notice was the Water-Hen Bloa. 
R. B. M, had tried Red Tags; Green Insects, Little Reds, and Bumbles of every 
size and colour, but all to no purpose, and it was only when Host Thompson, of 
the Red Lion, gave him the right pattern that he “ got among ’em,” as ‘we say 
in Yorkshire. I remember I was worm-fishing on that day—in fact, I have got 
so disgusted with the uncertainty of fly-fishing upon Wharfe for grayling after 
September that I seldom fish anything else from the end of that month until 
February 15th, when I knock off, for although legally you can take grayling for 
another month, the above date is quite late enough. 


The following is the correct dressing of the Water Hen Bloa. I have given it 
before in these columns, but there may be new subscribers who have not seen 
the same :—Body, yellow silk, dubbed with water-rat’s fur ; wings, hackled 
from inside feather of a water-hen’s wing ; hook, No. 1. It is not only an 
excellent autumn grayling fly, but also kills its share of trout in the early spring 
months. 

The angler’s convivial season is now at its height. Within six weeks the 
following merry gatherings have been held, and I have had the pleasure of 
“assisting” at most of them :—Leeds and County A.A. (dinner), Huddersfield 
A.A. (smoking concert), Burnsall A.C. (dinner); Yorks A.A. (dinner), Royal 
Exchange A.A. (dinner). All were well attended, and passed off in the most 
harmonious and satisfactory manner. 

So far, “swimming the worm” has met with great success this season, a low, 
clear condition of the rivers, and sharp frosty nights having conduced greatly 
to it. On the other hand, they have not taken maggot at all well. 

The Yorkshire Fishery Board have decided very wisely to defer the opening 
of the trout season in waters under their jurisdiction until March 15 ; until then 
the fish are really not worth catching, and although a good many of our Yorkshire 
clubs do not commence trout-fishing until April 1st, upon certain lengths it has 
been the custom to commence in February, and to basket lanky, black fish, 
which more closely resembled eels than trout. The next important matter that 
I hope tosee, the Yorkshire Fishery Board tackle is the salmon-roe fishing, which 
is so largely practised in Upper Wharfe and Wensleydale ; it is on this account 
solely that I so strongly advocate the shilling rod tax, as this will enable the 
Board to appoint extra water-bailiffs, who will speedily put an end to the 
abuse. 

Mr. Pritt has recently been arguing with a correspondent to the Yorkshire Post 
on the oft-discussed question as to whether the introduction of grayling into a 
trout stream will cause the latter-named fish to decrease. I agree in toto with 
Mr. P.’s opinion that, providing there is food enough for both, they do not. 
Mr. Francis was of similar opinion, and writes thus in his “Book on 
Angling ” :— 

“JI must touch on one other point before I have done with grayling, It is 
said that they diminish the trout. I doubt much if they diminish the trout 
more than the trout themselves do, They will eat trout spawn, and so will a 
hungry trout, and that to any extent, But I have fished some of the best grayling 
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streams, and trout, both large and small, were fairly abundant, store fish being 
by no means wanting.” : . aS 

I have always considered the river Eden, especially upon its higher reaches, as 
being particularly suitable for the introduction of grayling, and some day I hope 
to find them there. Iam aware that the attempt was once made without success 
near Kirby Stephen, but there may have been some reason for it, and I am one 
of those individuals who believe implicitly in the truth of the old couplet— 

“Tf at first you don’t succeed, 
Keep on pegging away.” 

The Yore, the Wharfe, and the Eden are rivers of exactly the same character, 
and if the grayling will thrive, and thrive well in both of the former, why not 
in the Eden, which is beyond doubt one of the most glorious rivers in England. 
I shall probably recur to this subject again shortly ; but not wishing to 
necessitate the use of the Editor’s shears, or to bring down upon my devoted 
head the denunciations of those who have recently been expatiating both in 
prose and verse upon the prolixity and sameness of angling writers, I will for 
the present bid my readers adieu, and revert to the subject upon some future 
occasion. 

Ivy Cottage, Pool, Wharfedale. 
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TAMING “OLD WARTY.” 


SEVERAL years ago the writer, then a young man, in charge of his 
first school, in one of the rural sections of North Waterloo, Ontario, 
boarded at a farmhouse, the owner of which, to his great delight, 
proved to be an ardent lover of nature, and was extremely fond of 
pets. Adjacent to the house and connected to it by a roofed pas- 
sageway stood the dairy, a stone building probably 18ft. or 20ft. 
square, flooded over its entire area to a depth of from 15in. to 18in. 
from a natural spring, which, rising in one corner, bubbled forth in 
a constant stream, the overflow issuing through a grated orifice at 
the other extremity, and losing itself after a somewhat rapid descent 
of 100yds. in a millpond beyond. Two-thirds or so of the building 
was floored slightly above the water level, the other third remaining 
uncovered, and presenting the appearance of a miniature lake, 
through the transparency of whose shallow water the pebbled bottom might 
have easily been mistaken for the “natural thing,” were it not for an ever 
present foreground of shiny milk pans ranged with disgusting regularity quite 
sufficient of itself to dispel the momentary illusion. Safely hidden away under 
cover of this floor there flourished a colony of speckled trout, varying in size 
from 8in. to 15in., “perfect beauties” of their kind, but wild as deer, 
into the good graces of which the writer determined to “ worm” 
himself, if possible, without any delay. With this object in view the 
means of communication were sought for and ultimately discovered in the shape 
of several knot holes in the floor, to which the now systematically hungered fish 
soon learned to come quite readily in response to the splash occasioned by drop- 
ping a plump worm, grub, or piece of meat through into the water, and subse- 
quently to a sound similarly made with the finger, which latter organ they 
at length became so familiarised with that they would nibble at it by the half 
hour with impunity. 

Having succeeded thus far, the next important step was to induce them to 
leave their hiding-place, and for this purpose the base of operations was trans- 
ferred to the edge of the floor immediately overlooking the open water. Here 
the former tactics were resumed with some variations, resulting, after many an 
hour of fruitless coaxing, in the animals fearlessly approaching the hand and 
snatching from the fingers whatever of a tempting character happened to be on 
the bill of fare. At this particular juncture it was that ‘Old Warty,” 
so called, partly on account on his “bossing” proclivities, but 
chiefly from the existence of a wart - like excrescence on the 
otherwise handsome snout, originated the incipient manifestations of 
that sublime impudence for which he henceforward became notorious, and 
the reckless exhibitions of which were evidently regarded by his fellows as a 
lasting disgrace to their kind. Emboldened by the apparent harmlessness of 
the human being towering over him, and to whose very shadow he had but re- 
cently given a wide berth, this “ patriarch of the tribes” would now occasionally 
venture out to the centre of the pool, whence, after eyeing askant and with ill- 
concealed trepidation the object of his suspicion for several minutes, he would 
slowly return, by a safely circuitous route, however, to his amazed companions, 
with the self-satisfied air of one who, having carefully gauged the sublimity of a 
really meritorious action, heroically accomplishes it, and forthwith steps into 
the niches of a well-earned immortality. Alas! for the permanency of laurels 
mundane! Within a week every fish in the pool, not excepting even the Oin. 
butt of the colony, had mastered the feat, and ‘‘ Warty” ranked once more among 
the ordinaries. 

The confidence thus established continued for some time with increasing 
intimacy on both sides, when one afternoon our deposed friend, after literally 
gorging himself at the fingers of his trainer, commenced a series of manceuvres 
which, distancing as they did all previous achievements, constituted him once 
more the hero of the harem. Having discovered in the fingers of the now wholly 
immersed hand the means whereby to relieve his itching proboscis, he proceeded 
without the slightest hesitancy to utilise them as so many rubbing-posts, gliding 
among and about them, and butting against every protuberance of end, joint, 
and knuckle which seemed to offer favourably for that interesting operation— 
his companions meanwhile assembled in solemn caucus, discussing, apparently, 
the alternative of fin-cuffs or expulsion from sane piscatorial society. Hn- 
couraged beyond measure at the discovery of a “ weak spot” in “ Warty’s ” 
physical get-up, which, properly manipulated, promised some excellent results, 
the writer now proceeded to develop the same by cautious advances from the 
human side. So, watching his opportunity when his subject manifested on the 
next occasion an inordinate irritation of the snout, a finger was gently laid upon 
and lightly rubbed over the offending organ, with the result that the now 
thoroughly appreciative creature speedily learned not only to submit to and 
court the operation, but actually manifested unmistakable sulkiness when such 
attention was withheld. By similar cautious advances the fins and sides were 
by-and-by reached and manipulated, until at length the extraordinary spectacle 
became common of “ Warty” lying upon his side—tickled, if not exactly ‘‘ to 
death,” at all events beyond the power of resistance—a passive prisoner in the 
hand of his conqueror. In this condition he could be lifted entirely out of the 
water, and handled fora reasonable time, and on regaining his native element 
would invariably seek the hand which replaced him, evidently anxious for a 
repetition of this terrestrial experience. : 

_ As already observed, the outlet from the inclosure was a small aperture 
through which the overflow emerged in a stream, and ultimately lost itself in a 
pond in the distance, Down this stream “ Warty,” when disposed for an outing, 
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was able to glide easily enough, but on the return or upstream trip his pro- 
gress was at certain shallow points greatly impeded and not unfrequently 
stopped altogether. In this dilemma his custom was to dam the current by 
lying across it until sufficient water had accumulated to enable him to wriggle a 
stage forward; and failing this to set up such a continued splashing and 
spluttering as insured a hearing at the house and his safe conveyance by 
hand or, when equally convenient, in a dish of some sort, to his destination. 
This latter method of locomotion he evidently enjoyed immensely, as evinced 
by his determination to enter any and every sized vessel put into the water, and 
so frequently did he accomplish his purpose that it became a standing 
order to the servants to be careful after nightfall “not to bring ‘ Warty’ 
up.” The best of safeguards sometimes prove inadequate to the situation, how- 
ever, for despite every precaution “ Warty” was on a certain occasion “ taken 
up,” and his whereabouts subsequently recorded from the interior of the tea~ 
kettle. His favourite food was worms, grubs, and fresh meat—especially 
sheep’s lights—of which latter he was inordinately fond ; but which from its 
porosity and the subsequent abnormal quantity of air it conveyed into his 
interior completely upset his equilibrium and constituted him a spectacle to gods 
and fishes. In this condition with pendant head and tail, sticking an inch and a 
half above the surface of the water, he floated or rather bobbed about by the 
hour in the most dignified manner conceivable, oblivious alike to the unmis- 
takable scorn of his disgusted companions and the shouts of laughter that 
greeted his grotesque manceuvres from above. 

Such, in brief, is a record of some of the results arrived at in the taming of 
old “ Warty.” : 

“ What became of him?” The writer’s feelings prompt him to drop the 
curtain in response to the query; but in consideration of the fact that others 
may take warning from the reply, he would simply place it on record that 
““ Warty ” succumbed to the effects of bar soap, carelessly left in his path by a 
stupid, unforgotten, and unforgiven servant-girl. 

A. L. ANDERSON in Toronto Globe. 








AN OLD TRENT ANGLER ON THE ROACH. 


We commence to fish for roach about the beginning of July with 
gentles, and although there is a great variety of baits used for the 
capture of this fish, this is undoubtedly the best for this month. 
Allthroughout August and September stewed wheat and malt are 
the most killing baits if the water be clear; next comes bread 
paste, which may be used with more or less success all through the 
winter; but, taking one occasion with another, worms are the best 
bait in the winter months—the beautiful, bright little cockspur 
and the tail-end of a female lob for choice. The angler should always take both 
kinds with him, not over scoured, and he should throw a few larger and coarser 
worms chopped up very small where there is a fair number of fish as ground- 
bait ; but he must be very sparing with it, as a very little food satisfies them in 
winter, and they should always be thrown in, in a line with his float. 

Study well the swiftness of the stream, for if thrown too high they ground 
too soon, and if thrown too low they float beyond the swim : this is a nice point 
and requires considerable experience. ‘ 

Size of Hook.—I need not inform you that the size of hook should vary 
according to the bait used: For gentles, it should be No. 11 ; bread or paste, No. 
10; wheat or grains, No. 12 and No. 8; worms, say, No. 9. . 

Baiting.—In baiting the hook with a worm take a female lob and break about 
an inch off the tail-end, threadle this with the broken end up the shank, leaving 
about a quarter of an inch beyond the point to work about and attract the 
fish. The cockspur should be put on whole, threadling the head first up the 
hook, leaving about a quarter of an inch beyond the point as stated above. 
A size smaller hook may be used for this worm. I prefer “ Allcock’s Round- 
bend” hook to any other—the point is not too far from the shank. ; 

The Rod.—This should be 11ft. in lengtb, light and handy, and with a 
sharp action. ' 

The Reel.—This should be-a free-running 3in. “ Nottingham reel.” i 

The Line.—A very fine silk line, 80 yards in length. A quill float that will 
carry about four shots (say No. 3 or 4), the bottom shot 12in. or 15in, from the 
hook ; and the tackle must be made of very sine gut of the very best quality. 

Swims.—In the summer months, roach are found in swims varying from 4ft. 
to 8ft. or 9ft. deep (a good deal depends on the temperature), with a gentle 
stream and a gravelly bottom, by the side of flags, weeds, &c. ; but in winter 
they will be found in deeper water and slower swims, with a nice sandy or 
gravelly bottom, by the side of osier beds, broken banks, &c. . 

In my opinion, the best method of angling for roach in winter is what we 
Nottingham anglers call stret-pegging. If the water be 8ft. deep, fix your float, 


say, at 8ft. 6in., or 8£t. 9in., from the hook (for recollect the stream 1s slow, or _ 


should be for roach), so as to allow the bait to rest well upon the bottom. ‘The 
fish see the worm working and twirling on the bottom, and they pick it up. The 
float must not be allowed to travel, but held perfectly still, with its nose point- 
ing towards the angler, and it can be held from 3ft. to, say, 6 or 8 yards below 
the rod (2 yards is a nice distance), holding the rod about a foot above the 
water. When the float bobs, rises, or is jerked down stream, &c., strike instantly, 
not a straight upward stroke, but with the rod-top up stream. 

Playing Fish.—The angler cannot be too careful in keeping it well under 
the water until it is exhausted, when it may be brought to the net. 


NoTrinGHAM, 
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CLYDE PROPRIETORS AND ANGLING CLUBS. 


In the Clydesdale Hotel, Lanark, on December 22, a meeting of the Upper 
Clyde proprietors and angling clubs took place. Sir W. C. Anstruther presided. 
Delegates were present from the following clubs :—Glasgow Wanderers, Glasgow 


Dodgers, Motherwell, Wishaw, Kirkfieldbank, Biggar, and Lanark. Having at | 
a previous meeting agreed to solicit subscriptions for the purpose of staking the © 


upper waters of the Clyde to prevent netting, reports from various clubs were 
given in, approving of the scheme, and subscriptions towards the object were 
promised amounting to £74 12s. Other gentlemen notified that they would 
also subscribe. A committee was appointed to examine the river and point out 
where staking was considered necessary, to procure estimates for the work, and 
report to a future meeting. It was likewise resolved to form an association, to 
be called the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire Angling Association, for the pro- 
tection of the said waters from illegal fishing. ‘Che Hon. the Warl of Hopetoun, 
the Hon. the Earl of Home, Lord Lamington, and Sir W. C. Anstrather were 
elected honorary presidents of the association. It was stated that netting was 
carried on toa great extent in the Clyde, and that from 501b, to 1001b, had heen 
taken nightly by netting. 
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Dec. 31, 1887. 


ON SOME OF OUR PRINCIPAL FRESHWATER AQUATIC 
PLANTS. 

“How common itis to hear people complain of the “ weeds” that grow 
in our rivers ;—not only the youthful angler who has entangled his 

tackle in a hopeless manner amongst some stubborn aquatic plant, but 
‘from almost all who love to wander in skiff or punt on our beautiful 
rivers. Yet few seem to realise how essential those “ weeds” are to 
the delightful freshness of the water, which, without them, our 
rivers would hardly be approachable. 

Each aquatic plant, however insignificant or small, is silently 
doing a grand work, day by day, purifying the water and rendering 
it inhabitable to animal life. All, perhaps, have noticed tiny air- 
bubbles amongst the green layers of conferve that often in summer 
lie on the surface of our ponds and ditches; these are filled with 
oxygen which has been eliminated from the water by the aid of the 

* surrounding microscopic vegetation. 
It is interesting to note how this is brought about. All know that water is a 
combination principally of two gases, hydrogen and oxygen, and that the 
‘ aquatic animal life, like the terrestrial, can only be sustained by the presence of 
_ oxygen ; also that in breathing each fish or animal, however small, gives off a 
definite quantity of carbonic-acid gas. Therefore, the well-being of the animal 
‘life can only be maintained by a constant supply of the necessary oxygen. On 
.the other hand, plants, whether aquatic or not, require for their sustenance a 
supply of carbon, which, in the case of aquatics, is readily present 
in the carbonic dioxide given off by the animal life. The two gases 
contained in the carbonic dioxide—carbon and oxygen—taken in by the plant, 
undergo, by the aid of light, a separation, the carbon being retained by the 
“plant, and the freed oxygen thrown off, again fitted for animal respiration. Thus 
there is a beautiful balance continually kept up between the vegetable and 
animal life, each supplying the other with essential aérial food. 
With this brief outline of the value of aquatic vegetation, we will notice the 


~ most frequent of our native freshwater plants, keeping in mind that they are 


not “ weeds,” however annoying they may prove to the disciple of Izaak Walton. 
One of the most common and best-known water plants that add much to the 

beauty of our streams and slow rivers is the Water Crowfoot (Ranunculus 

aquatilis). This plant, with its long, slender branches and submerged leaves, 
_ cut into hair-like segments, lie in patches, and throw up, during May to August, 
‘myriads of glossy white flowers, one on each stem, which rise but a few inches 
‘above the surface of the water, and from a distance appear as a shining-white 
' mass. 

Although most of the leaves are submerged and deeply c'eft, there is another 
_ kind produced, which float freely on the surface : they are more or less rounded, 
_and of a glossy green colour, generally three-lobed. In fast-ranning streams the 

whole plant has a decided different aspect, there being but few floating leaves 
roduced, whilst the segments of the submerged ones are considerably increased 
in length. The Water Crowfoot is a favourite hiding-place in trout streams for 
~the “Speckled Beauties.” Botanists make many varieties of this plant, but the 
differences are but slight. 

Perhaps no aquatic plant or flower is more sought after than the White Water 
‘Lily (Wymphea alba), and certainly few of our native plants can vie with it in 

beauty. Its semi-double, pure white flowers, and large flat leaves, green above 
and of a reddish tinge beneath, are anchored by long elastic stems. This lily 
usually inhabits deep water, and loves to luxuriate in calm pools amongst the 
tall rushes. It is interesting to notice that the flowers only open in the middle 
of the day, closing at night, and that the seed-vessels sink beneath the surface 
of the water to ripen. 

The other Water Lily—the yellow—(Nuphar lutea) is more common than the 
‘White Lily, and does not seem so gregarious in its habit, though sometimes con- 
\siderable patches abound. There isa decided difference, not only in the flowers, 

but also in the leaves, of the white and yellow water lilies. In the yellow 
variety the leaves are much smaller and leathery, deeply two-lobed at the base, 
whilst the submerged are much wrinkled. The smell of the flowers of the 
yellow lily is peculiarly alcoholic, and they are often called “ brandy bottles.” 
oth varieties blossom during July and August. 

It is noticeable that in the water lilies the stomata, or breathing pores, are 
formed on the top surface of the leaf, and not on the underside, as is usually 
the case with most plants, although if a leaf be slightly turned up at the 

“edges, as is sometimes the case, stomata will develop. 
_ Theamphibious Yellow Cress, or Great Water Radish (Nasturtium amphibium) 
“—a cruciferous plant bearing a showy raceme of yellow flowers, each con- 
sisting of four petals, is conspicuous by the side of many a river, from June 
.to August, having large pinnatifid, or deeply serrated leaves. The submerged 
stem is remarkable for the long, white, stringy roots it sends out. The whole 
plant has a strong smell, and acrid to the taste. 

A common plant in slow-running rivers and ditches is the Water Milfoil 
(Myriophyllum spicatum), forming a tangled mass of slender and much-divided 
stems, growing entirely beneath the surface of the water, with the exception of 
a few spikes of inconspicuous green flowers, which'rise a few inches above during 

‘July and August. The submerged leaves are divided into hair-like segments. 
_ There are several varieties of Water Milfoil, but they are very similar in leaf 
_and habit. All of the species form a perfect home for insect life. 

The Water Star- Wort (Callitriche verna), that often in the summer and autumn 
‘months clothe our ponds and stagnant ditches with bright green, is a well- 
known plant to both angler and lover of rural scenery. The long, slender, and 
submerged stem is sparingly covered with narrow leaves in pairs, united at the 
base, and from each joint sending out white, thread-like rootlets. The floating 
leaves are much broader, and become crowded into a starry form. The 
very primitive flower, consisting of one stamen in the male or staminate plant, 
‘and a two-styled ovary in the pistillate or female plant, is easily found during 
the summer months in the axils of the submerged leaves, as well as in the 
crowded leaves which lie on the top of the water. The Water Star-Wort is a 
very variable plant : in running water the submerged leaves are long and narrow, 
and there are but few floating leaves formed. 

» There are few who have noticed the inconspicuous submerged flowers of the 
_Horn-Wort (Ceratophyllum demersum), though the plant is common enough in 
slow streams, ponds, and ditches, growing beneath the surface of the water, 
with long, slender stems and whorled, bristle-like leaves. There is very little 
to attract attention in the Horn-Wort, although it aids greatly in purifying the 
water and elaborating air fitted for respiration, as well as affording a refuge 
for myriads of microscopic organisms. 

_ A well-marked but small plant is the tubular Water Drop Wort (Qnanthe 

_fistulosa), which is found growing about 2ft. in height by the side of rivers and 

>in ponds and ditches.. This interesting, slender plant can always be known by 
its tubular stem, leaves and leaflets, with small umbels of pinkish-white 


flowers, which open during July or August. The whole plant is very poisonous. . 
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_ Another Water-drop Wort met with by anglers in rivers and streams is the 
(Enanthe Phellandrium, a much larger plant than the preceding, with a stout 
stem rising some 15in. above the water, and bearing on its summit during July 
and August a large flat umbel of white flowers. The submerged leaves of this 
plant are very gracefully cut into segments, and a leaf is an exquisite object 
when viewed in the clear water on a bright summer’s day. 

The streams and rivulets which wander through our green meadows or woods, 
or lie beneath the shadow of tall hedge-rows, have usually a wreath of vegetation 
of their own, and one of the most common of its plants is the procumbent 
Marsh-Wort (Helosciadium nodiflorum), which is by no means a pretty or an 
interesting plant. It is often called “ Fool’s Watercress,” from its being some 
times mistaken for watercress, which it resembles closely in habit, though it 
can always be distinguished from the ‘true cress by haying a hollow stem, and 
serrated, pointed leaflets, the terminal one being the smallest. The flowers, 
which are of a greenish white, grow in the axils formed by the leaf and stem. 

The narrow-leaved Water Parsnip (Siwm angustifolium) is a plant which much 
resembles the procumbent marsh-wort, both in habit and situation. They are 
often found side by side, and both belong to the Umbelliferous family. The 
narrow-leaved Water Parsnip flowers almost all the summer, and may be dis- 
tinguished from the marsh-wort by its having stalked umbels, the heads of 
flowers, too, being larger, whiter, and more showy; also possessing bracts at 
the base of each umbel. In the olden times the root of this plant was much 
grown by the country people, who cultivated it under the name of Skirret. In 
Scotland the peasants still grow it for the medicinal properties that it is supposed 
to possess. 

The broad-leaved Water Parsnip (Siwm latifolium) is a much stouter plant than 
the last, with a farrowed stem 3 to 5ft. high, terminating in a large, flat umbel 
of white flowers, which are conspicuous during July and August. The pinnate 
leaves, with evenly cut or serrated leaflets, are very elegant. This plant is 
pe ae mentioned in books as rare; but it is to be found in most watery 

istricts, 

Beautiful, indeed, are the little isles in the streams and rivers from June to 
August, where the rushes and sedges seem so much greener from the influence 
of the moisture of the surrounding water. Here, mingling with other bright 
flowers, the Forget-me-not (Myosotis aquatica) loves to grow. Much has been 
written in praise of the Forget-me-not, although it is doubtful whether to this 
plant the name properly belongs. The mode of flowering is interesting : 
generally, the flower stalk equally divides into two branches, a solitary flower 
being perched in the fork ; each lateral branch curves outwardly, ending in a 
close coil, that unrolls as the flowers begin to open, which at first are pink, 
changing gradually to the well-known intense blue. 

Although, strictly speaking, not an aquatic plant, yet one that delights in a 
watery situation, is the common Butter-Bur (Petasites vulgaris). It is often a 
showy plant on weirs, notably at Goring, on the Thames, where in the summer 
months it revels in the trickling overflow of the brake. This plant is remark- 
able for producing the largest leaves of our native flora, sometimes being 3ft. in 
diameter, not unlike rhubarb leaves, except that they are downy beneath. The 
flowers, which appear in March and the early part of April before the leaves, are 
of a pale lilac colour, clustered on a short, stout, white stem, a few inches 
high. Few persons would take them for members of the Daisy family (Com- 
posite), the inflorescence having more the appearance of a pale head of purple- 
sprouting brocoli! 

A quaintly-flowered,commonrirerside plantis the Water Fig-Wort (Scrophularia 
aquatica), three or four feet high, with repeatedly forked branches, bearing 
almost globular, greenish-brown flowers. The square stem, with winged edges, 
will help to distinguish it from the knotted fig-wort (Scrophularia nodosa), found 
inless moist situations. The dry, rigid stems of the Water Fig- Wort in the autumn 
months is well known to the angler whose tackle some time or other has become 
entangled in the seed-vessels. 

Brooklime is a name indiscriminately given to several humble aquatic plants ; 
but the true Brooklime is Veronica Beccabunga, abounding in situations favour- 
able to the growth of watercress and the narrow-leaved parsnip. It is known 
by its elliptical, blunt, shining leaves, which are produced in pairs ; from the 
base of each leaf spring a raceme of bright blue flowers, in size and colour closely 
resembling those of the forget-me-not, but are distinguished by the four-cleft 
corolla, 

Another Veronica, not unlike the preceding, and often found growing with it, 
is the Water Speedwell (V. anagallis), of more erect growth and lance-shaped 
leaves ; the flowers, which are sometimes pink instead of blue, are smaller than 
those of the Brooklime. 

One of our most interesting, but somewhat uncommon native water-plants, is 
the Great Bladder-Wort (Utricularia vulgaris) with submerged stem. The 
leaves are divided into hair-like segments, bearing here and there small bladders 
that become filled with air during June, thereby helping to raise above the 
surface the purplish, flowering stem, upon which are clustered five or six bright 
yellow flowers, each with an upper and lower lip. When the plant has finished 
blooming, the bladders become filled with water, and sink the flowering stalk 
again, the seeds ripening beneath the water. The Great Bladder-Wort has 
lately attracted considerable attention owing to its bladders entrapping, for 
the purpose of nutrition, minute water insects, and even small fishes. 

One of our prettiest aquatics is the Water Violet (Hottonia palustris), a member 
of the Primrose family, found in slow streams, ponds, and ditches ; the slender 
stem and pale green finely-divided leaves grow beneath the surface, only the 
flowering stem rising above in June—July, bearing a bunch of handsome, large 
pink or lilac flowers witha yellow eye. It is a matter of regret that so beautiful 
a flowering plant is not more commonly met with. The submerged leavesare a 
favourite resting-place for many species of water snails. _ i 

A plant with two different forms of habit is our Amphibious Persicaria (Poly- 
gonum amphibium) ; the aquatic form having long, cylindrical stems, sup- 
ported by floating, smooth oblong leaves, and bearing in August handsome spikes 
Zin. or 3in. long, densely clothed with small, bright, rose-red flowers. The 
terrestrial form, which is much smaller, bears rough, lance-shaped leaves, and 
smaller spikes of flowers. One form will change to the other if the conditions 
are favourable. : ; 5% 2 Ge 

A stately plant, of erect habit, possessing long leaves with a thick mid-rib, is 
the Great Water-Dock (Rumex hydrolapathum), found growing by the sides of 
our rivers. to the height of 4ft. or 6ft., the stout central stem bearing, during 
July and August, a large crowded leafless panicle of small green flowers ;—one 
side of the panicle, which has caught the sun, is often tinged a reddish brown ; 
the large leaves, too, sometimes exhibit a bronzy colour that are very showy | 
amongst the dark green rushes. 

A charming-flowered water plant is the Frog’s Bit (Hydrocharis Morsus-Rane), 
found in slow streams, lakes, and ditches. Many of the slender, long stems 
float in a tangled mass near the surface, here and there sending down stringy 
rootlets covered with long, fine, white root-hairs. The floating leaves are very 
like miniature white lily leaves, about 2in. across, and often tinged brown. The 
flowers rise a few inches above the surface, springing a sheath, and are very 
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beautiful, each appearing like three pieces of pearly-white satin united at the 
centre with a tiny portion of gold. Well the writer remembers standing _one 
evening last summer by the side of a broad ditch loaded with the Frog’s Bit in 
full bloom, bright spikes of the water persicaria. sky-blue forget-me-nots, and a 
few late flowers of the water violet, each catching the beauty of the setting sun, 
that-intensified the bright pyramidal spikes of the purple loosestrife on the 
margin, whose forms were reflected in the tranquil water below, whilst in 
onder tall poplar a song-thrush was pealing forth its evening song—a truly 
delightful sight. ; 

A well known plant, a native of North America, that has become naturalised 
in most of our rivers is the Water Thyme (Anacharis alsinastrum), growing 
entirely submerged ; the long slender stems are crowded with light green leaves 
arranged in whorls of threes. This plant was first discovered in the United 
Kingdom in a lake at Dunse Castle in 1842, from whence it made its way to 
the Tweed, then to the’Trent, and so on, until now few districts are free from 
it. It propagates with great rapidity, each free portion of the brittle stem 
possessing a leaf, taking root Streams and rivers are often filled with this plant, 
rendering fishing and even navigation impracticable. The greenish purple female 
flowers which rise slightly above the water, are about a quarter of an inch 
across, with a slender tube six or eight inches long. 

The Branched Bur-Reed (Sparganium ramosum), common in still waters, with 
erect sword-shaped leaves. The stout central stem, which is branched above, 
bears, during July and August, globular heads of showy light-brown flowers. 

Often associated with the last, and a close relation, is the unbranched or 
simple Upright Bur-Reed (Sparganium simplex), smaller in all;parts than the 
Branched Bur-Reed, and distinguished by its leaves being triangular at the base, 
and unbranched flowering stem, which support balls of creamy-yellow flowers. 
Both kinds produce, beside the erect leaves, very long, floating, pellucid ones. 

Rearing its tall head above the neighbouring rushes, the Reed-Mace (Typha 
latifolia) is sure to attract the attention of both angler and riverside wanderer. 
The brown club-shaped spike is sometimes called the Bullrush, which is 
altogether a different plant. ‘The long leaves of the Reed-Mace in some districts 
are cut and dried during the summer months, and sold under the name of 
Tottenham Flags. 

The Sweet Sedge (Acorus calamus), common in watery places in the south 
and east of England, can be easily recognised from other similar-leaved plants 
by the fragrance of the root, stem, and leaf ; the long, flat, sword-shaped 
leaves, 4ft. or 5ft. in length, having generally a peculiar wavy margin. The spike 
of closely-set minute green flowers easily escapes notice, being situated on a flat 
stem resembling the leaves; it should be sought for in July. The fragrant 
leaves of this plant supplied the “ rushes” with which it was customary in days 
gone by to strew churches and the dwellings of the rich. 

With the exception of the remarkable Wolfiu arrhiza, of microscopic dimen- 
sions, which resembles in shape and size a grainof sand, the Lesser Duckweed 
(Lemna minor) is the smallest native flowering plant, and during the summer 
months covers our ponds and ditches with a thick mantle of refreshing green. 
With a little patience on a bright day in July or August the minute flowers 
can be found situated in a cleft at the side of the green frond. There are 
several species of Duckweed, but the lesser is by far the commonest, possessing 
but one root tipped with a membranous sheath. The others are L. polyrhiza, 
with fronds of a dark green above and purple beneath, from the centre of 
which spring many roots; L. trisulea, the Ivy-leaved Duckweed, having flat 
lance-shaped fronds, each with several notches at the tip; the young fronds 
develop crossways from the old. The duckweeds are very proliferous, and the 
new fronds soon disconnect and start life for themselves. 


The Water’ Plantain (Alisma plantago), somewhat common plant growing in 
the river near to the bank, blooms from June to August; the erect, large, 
stalked leaves, about 2ft. high, are strongly ribbed, and resemble the common 
Plantain ; the leafless, flowering stem is much branched, and bears numerous 
three-petaled flowers of a delicate pink. 

A handsome plant, well marked by its large, arrow-shaped leaves, from which 
it takes the name Arrow-head (Sagittaria sagittifolia), is frequent in our rivers 
and ditches ; the stout triangular stems bearing during July and August whorls 
of large delicate flesh-coloured flowers, with a purple spot at the base of each of 
the three petals. In addition to the arrow-shaped leaves, this plant, like the 
bur-reed, produces long floating ones of a dull green colour. 


The Flowering Rush (Butomus umbellatus), formerly known as the Water 
Gladiole, is very lovely in June and July, when its tall stem bears an umbel of 
large rose-coloured flowers, tinged with purple ; the narrow leaves, 3ft. to 5ft. in 
length are remarkable for their sharp edges. It is not a commonly-distri- 
buted plant, but sometimes occurs in great abundance in a few favoured dis- 
tricts. 

Waving its bright yellow petals above the stream, and forming in and around 
it a thick, sedgy mass, with its sword-like leaves, the Yellow Iris (/ris pseudo- 
Acorus) is a beautiful flower in June and July. It is often called the Water 
Flag ; country people used to value its long acrid root as a cure for the tooth- 
ache. The flowers, formed of six segments, are succeeded by long capsules, 
containing closely-packed seeds, not unlike coffee-berries—for which, indeed, 
they have been used. The leaves can be distinguished from those of the Sweet 
Flag by their bluish-green colour. 

Perhaps no plant is more common in our rivers and lakes than the various 
species of 7Potamogeton, or pond-weeds. The whole of the foliage is 
immersed and floats freely about in our clear streams, looking as beautiful as 
the delicate seaweeds of the ocean. In some species the leaves are broad, 
leathery, and almost transparent, of a beautiful olive-colour ; in others crisp 
and wavy, and of a reddish colour ; whilst there are several common ones, with 
leaves matted together like long threads of hair. The green spike of minute 
flowers rising in July about the surface has nothing attractive to recommend 
itself to the riverside gatherer of wild flowers. 


Phragmites communis, which waves its feathery spray of purplish down during 


August and September, is a well-marked plant, with hollow, reedy stems, which, 
with a little tipping, form the favourite arrows of country lads. Although 
called the Common Reed, it is really a grass ; as also is the Reed Phalaris (Phalaris 
arundinacea), a reedy-looking, river-side plant, with very sharp-edged leaves. 
Both are cut and dried, and used for thatching purposes. 
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We learn that, beginning with the January number, Little Folks Magazine is to be 
permanently enlarged by the issue of additional pages in each monthly part. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Changes of temperature and weather frequently upset persons who are 
most careful of their health, and particalar io their diet. These cent EA dana roid and gentle 
aperient pills are the best remedy for all defective action of the digestive organs. They augment the 
appetite, strengthen the stomach, correct biliousness, and carry off all that is noxious from the system. 
Holloway’s Pills are composed of rare balsams, unmixed with baser matter, and on that account are 
eee al Ladtepked for the weungs dallenie-and ared. As this priceless medicine has gained fame 

iy it preserve it in. the future i ati invi ing iti 
Aniposetbility oF tts ache ae fe y its renovating and invigorating qualities, and the 
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DEATH OF MR. J: HOTHAM. 


WE very much regret to learn that Mr. J. Hotham (who for over ten 
years has sent club reports to the GAZETTE under the nom de plume 
of ‘ Pixie”) died suddenly on Christmas Day. Mr. Hotham was 
secretary of the Rodney Piscatorials ; he was well known and re- 
spected ‘by hundreds of London anglers, having always taken the 
greatest interest in all movements for the welfare of anglers, and 
particularly in the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field or argument 
speculation, and experiment,”—T, EH, Pritt, 








[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondsnts, | 


ANGLING WRITERS. é 
. Srr,—Your Editorial note in last Saturday’s GAZETTE renders it unnecessary that 
I should reply at length to the letters and articles which have appeared in your 
columns upon my original letter. And of this I am glad,as I had no desire to 
occupy your valuable space by a lengthy personal justification. It is from no dis- 
inclination to oblige Mr. Pritt that I do not “go for him,” 

I wish, however, to disclaim entirely the reading which Mr, Pritt and “ Cotswold 
Isys, M.A.” have put upon my letter\as to “the decorative business.” I have no 
idea of excluding wit, humour, satire, eloquence, poetry, or any species of literary 
charm. LIhope lam not suchachurk I have read through my letter and fail to 
find anything to justify such an interpretation. ¢ 

In conclusion, let me thank Mr, Pritt for the genial and kindly tone of his article 
asa whole; though I regret, and I hope he regrets, that he penned the last two 
lines of it,—I am, &c., 


December 27, VAL Corson. 


mY hy THE STRULE, CO, TYRONE. ; 

Srr,—I posted a letter to you upon the 12th, in time, l imagined, for the Christmas 
Number of the Fisurng Gazerre. Nonoticeof it having appeared, I write again 
to say I shall be very glad to do all I can for “R,N.” andall other intending 
visitors to the Strule, and I am certain any angler out of his apprenticeship would 
feel sorry he had not heard of the river before, I find now I omitted to mention 
that April and May were the best months ‘for trout fly-fishing. During these two 
months the fish rise very freely indeed. After May the evening is the best ; and I 
need not remind an angler that the hottest and worst day makes the best night. 
August is generally spoilt by flax-water; this year the first signs of this pest and 
scourge of the north and east of Ireland rivers were observed by me on the 7th 
August ; by the 15th it was in full flow, and from this date until the 3rd September 
all fishing was stopped. Strange to say, we had a certain dampness during its con- 
tinuance, and a flood coming on the night of the 2nd September cleaned it all away. 
In an ordinary season, one in which there is plenty of rain, it is only a matter of a 
few days spent fly-tying, whilst the trout do not appear to suffer. Salmon will roll 
over the fly, but are not fond of opening their mouths when it is very bad ; and the 
colour of a fresh-run fish is changed into a horrible brown in a few days. Sep- 
tember is a very good month for trout-fishing with the natural minnow, and my 
opinion is that the Strule trout are in far finer condition during this month than 
during either April or May. From what I know, fly-fishing is next to useless after 
May, excepting at night. ; 

I have nothing further to add, unless you will allow me to express the hope that 
every angler visiting the Strule through reading my poor descriptions of the river 
in the “FG,” will complain to the authorities if molested or annoyed by the 
working of a cross-line. ’ 

My letter to you, Sir, seems to have heen tampered with. I asked you the favour 
I now ask of my readers : Can yousend me particulars, giving names of defendants, 
of a conviction for using leaded hooks in the capturing of salmon? The Limavady 
stroke-hauling case is to be heard on appeal on the 7th January, so that to be of any 
use it would be necessary for me to receive particulars by post. Again, in the letter 
inclosing the description of the Shannon, which. you published this week, I sent 
you an article upon the varied fishing to be had in some.of the hundreds of tribu- 
taries from the Shannon Pot, a few fields from the Irish Pastern’s Cabin, M’Govern 
of Glan, down to Lough Derg. This child of my own I fancied far more interesting 
than the thing you inserted, and which I cut from the weekly—very much so— 
Trish Times.—I am, &c., Pour Drirv, Hre. 


A NOTE ON THE DIGESTIVE POWER OF PIKE. nil 

Sir,—The following remarks are the result of my own observation, and if they 
are of any value pray make use of them as you may think proper:—- 

On the 12th inst. Mr. M. was out fishing in the Pool, and had a run, struck, and 
broke the gut-trace. Onthe 16th he went to the same place and caught the same 
fish, for when I had it cleaned I was sent for to look at a line, or a bit of one, hang- 
ing out of his mouth, I examined the fish carefully, and the result suggested two 
ideas—lst, How difficult it is to move a bait on hooks after a pike has once firmly 
closed his jaws upon his prey, and the 2nd is respecting digestion. 

The hooks were in the bait just as they had been placed, and at the lower end of 
the paunch, but perfectly free. The bait had been in the fish three days and nights, 
and yet it was only partially digested ; but I think it would-have been completely 
digested in another 24 hours, so that it seems pretty clear to me that it takes 
four days to digest a fish 30z: in weight, and it appears, from the position and 
appearance of the bait, that the gastric juice does not act so powerfully on one part 
of the food as it does on another on account of the position of the bait; for the under 
part of the bait, on that side of it which lay at the bottom of the paunch nearest to 
the under part of the belly of the pike, was not digested or off the bones, but in 
pulpy, soft state, while the upper part of the bait all the bones were bare. aOR! 

With best wishes for a prosperous New Year,—I am, &e.; W. DUCKER, 








THE LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL AND CLOSE TIME FOR TROUT. 
Srr,—I noticed in’ the “F.G.” of Dec. 17th, under above heading, a paragraph 
taken from one of our local papers, and your comments thereon. C99 
I received a note from the town clerk stating that the “close time” for trout in 
our park lakes would be from 1st October to 1st March, and this will be the period 
which will be on the printed conditions issued with each license.—I am, &e., ... 
2, Hatton-garden, Dec. 28. R. WoouFratt, hon, sec. 


PIKEING WITH A PATERNOSTER. an 
S1r,—Will your contributor, Mr. Jardine, kindly inform me how long he (1) give’ 
a jack after the tug or jar of the line is first felt ? And (2), which is the better plan 
—to put the hook through both lips or one; and, if the latter, which ?—I am, &c.,, 
OLD HAND,; 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM} oe. 
Srr,—Though we have had some fine weather for Christmas, very few anglers 
have yisited the waterside, and those who have tried their skill have met with poor 
sport. I saw a good basket of fish from Shardlow on Friday—some 25lb. of roach and 
chub. An odd pike or two have been taken in the same water, and a few at Shel- 
ford. A nice lot of perch were caught at Clifton on Monday. Thanks for your 
Christmas Number, and a prosperous new year is the wish of—Yours, Xc., t 
Dec, 29, tem > RK ) As WG: 
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STOCKING THE THAMES AT MARLOW. 

S1r,—We have made one of our biggest stockings of trout this week. A large 
consignment of big fish arrived in capital order from Mr, Andrews, of Guildford, 
whose system of transport is excellent, and was turned in by the committee, who 
attended next day to receive the last batch of 2lb. and 3b, fish from Davis, of 
Wycombe ; and altogether over 300 of these big fish have been this year distri- 
buted over the likely spots of the Marlow waters. The roach have been well on 
this week, heavy takes being reported ; the jack also have shown sport ; bream 
have been taken—heavy ones, r 

The water and weather are relatively perfect, and so long as the snow remains 
on the bank fishing ought to look up if anglers will but try their luck,—I am, &c,, 

Cuas. M, Foorrrt, hon, sec. 


TO GET A TIGHT STRIKE WHEN USING A RUNNING LINE. 

Str,—In that well-known and, to roach-anglers, invaluable little work, “ The 
Book of the Roach,” by the late Greville Fennell, on p. 28 will be found the follow- 
ing note :— 

“We always fish with a running line, but soue are so accustomed to a tight 
line that they cannot fish in comfort with a reel in consequence of the slackening of 
the line, This inconvenience may be avoided by tying a small piece of brass wire 
or wood by two half-hitches at the proper distance above the float, and then draw- 
ing the running line tight. The stop will rest against the wire loop at the top of 
the rod, and all the advantages of a tight line will be obtained without losing the 
convenience of the reel.”’ 

“The Book of the Roach ” was published in 1870,—I am, &e., 

AN OLD ROACHER. 

(“The Book of the Roach” is now published by Sampson Low and Co., St. Dun- 
stan’s House, Fetter-lane, price 2s., post free. It will give any angler who uses 
baits for carp, bream, tench, &c., many a useful hint, as well as those who fish 
chiefly for roach.—ED. ] 








CASTS OF FISH. 

Srr,—I did not quite follow Mr. Andrews in his instructions for making casts, I 
should be much obliged if he would explain whether, in placing the first roll of 
clay round the fish, does he follow the outline of the fish’s body right through, and 
put extra clay on where the fins and tail are ; or does he follow round outside the 
fins and tail and all? And, also, in the case of the pectoral fins, how does he manage 
to withdraw the cast without breaking them off ?—I am, &c, 


VICTORIA PARK, 





ANGLING FOR BREAM, 

Srr,—In answer to your correspondent (page 384), when pegging for roach, I 
always use the lightest roach line I can possibly buy; I never find the slightest 
difficulty in keeping the line as tight as need be. Hence I do not myself see the 
necessity of the match or twig, though T acknowledge and admit the principle, 
Your correspondent allows that it cannot be used in deep rivers ; it has, therefore, 
one disadvantage which its absence lacks. Swwm cuwique. 

I do not pretend to lay down the law on the netting of fish. In my letter I simply 
gave what, in my opinion, was a more correct modus operandi than the one 
advocated by the author of the article. Again, swwm cwique. 

“ A Tight Liner”: In answer, I must refer this corresnondent to “A Lea Man,” 
who says (line 6) that “It frequently happens that one or more of the top joints 
will be pulled quite wnder the water,” so that not only is bobbing on the top possible, 
but actual submersion frequently takes place. 

“A Lea Man.” In paragraph 2 of my letter I excepted the Lea rod. If even 
this, with all its length and spring, is frequently partly submerged, will not the 
same, if not worse, happen to the short Nottingham rod, which lacks this length 
arid spring ? 

“Inquirer” had better read my letter again. In paragraph 4 I say that when a 
31b; or 41b, fish is struck, the rod should be immediately transferred to the left hand, 

wid there I keep it till the fish is landed; the right hand attends to the reel, 

hen the fish is sufficiently spent to allow of its being wound up close to the bank, 

thé right hand leaves the reel (which is checked by the fingers of the left), picks up 
the net, and bags the fish, 

“Am I ambidextrous?” asks he. This word means, according to Webster, “ having 
the faculty of using both hands with equal ease.” In this sense I hope I am—at 
least, so far as angling is concerned, I fail to see “Inquirer's” point. Because I 
land my fish with the right hand am I ambidextrous, or have I the faculty of using 
both hands with equal ease? I cannot see the point. 

In my letter of the 10th inst. I spoke only of the Nottingham short rod, reel, &c. 
I gave what I considered the simplest method of holding the rod whilst the fish was 
being played and finally netted. I gave the positions and work of each hand, and 
my reasons for them. May I ask in return your correspondent of page 384, 
“A Tight Liner,” “A Lea Man,” and especially “A Notts Man,” to describe in 
plain, simple language how they themselves would play and land a fish, using the 
Nottingham rod and reel; to show how the rod is held, and the position and work of 
each hand ; what they would do if, just when they are about to net the fish, it bolts 
off again? These things are done by every angler, and there is a right and a wrong 
way of doing them. We will suppose that each of your corresponderits has struck, 
say, a 3lb, fish, with the rod in the right hand, how would each one proceed? None 
of us are too old to learn a “ wrinkle.”—I am, &c., HENRY CAFFERATA, 








HOW TO CAPTURE GREY MULLET. 


A CORRESPONDENT, “ Scomber,” having written to Land and Water asking how 
to catch grey mullet without having recourse to a net, Mr. F. J. Penny, of 
Southampton, writes :—“ I can tell him how I have repeatedly taken them with 
a hook in the estuaries here, and he can perhaps get them in the same way. 
Having fished,for mullet for years from the dock wharves, always using a gut 
paternoster baited with ragworm, and sometimes successfully, although more often 
not, notwithstanding that the fish were in shoals playing ‘leap-frog’ round my 
line, Lone day noticed that while my bait remained motionless very little 
attention was paid to it ; but frequently as I drew up my line to attend to the 
hooks several fish were to be seen following it to the surface and then flashing 
away. ‘This caused the idea to dawn upon me that in a ‘moving’ bait lay the 
secret of success. Accordingly, providing myself with a boat and a short, stiff, 
upright, ringed rod, and mounting a very big bung upon a stout line, and about 
two yards below the bung joining on my twisted gut paternoster of a yard and a 
half in length, carrying two No. 5 hooks and a small plummet, I started next 
morning at daybreak with some nice lively ragworms to circumvent my friends. 
Taking the oars and laying my rod aft, letting the top joint project some 
distance through the sculling notch, and paying out about 20 yards of line, I 
started rowing very slowly in circles. Very soon I had a tremendous tug, and 
away went the line, the winch screeching musically. Picking up the rod as soon 
as I could lay the oars in, I found I was well into him, as the resistance offered 
by the big bung had effectually nicked Master Mullet, who was soon flopping 
about in the boat, to be joined in his merry dance by another and another of his 
confréres, till at the finish I had ten splendid fish, weighing 211b., the largest 
going 33l1b., and I lost quite as many more chiefly owing to my being unaccom- 
panied by a friend to row whilst I held the rod. The interval between the bite 
and my getting hold of the rod after laying in oars was fatal to success in several 
cases in landing the fish, which, being very tender-mouthed, soon break away if 
not delicately handled. Upon my next excursion a friend joined me, and then 
we had rattling sport. I found the mullet bite best in the early morning, almost 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





‘493 


before daylight, and especially between the last of the ebb and the first of-the 
flood ; but as soon as the sun got high they knocked off. At evening, too, I 


5 


occasionally got sport, but not equal to that in the morning.” 
Mr GEE Ee eee 


EDEN FISHERY BOARD. 

THE quarterly meeting of the Eden Fishery Board was held on 
Wednesday at the Indictment Office, at the Courts, Carlisle. Mr. F. 
Parker, Fremington, presided, and there were algo present Messrs. 
R. H. Horrocks, T, Robinson, MacInnes, Graham (Eden Grove), 
G. H. Dixon, J. B. Slater, Archdeacon Prescott, Isaac Waite, 
Holmes, Harrison, John Robinson, with Mr. C. B., Hodgson (acting 
clerk), 

On the motion of Archdeacon Prescott, Mr. F’ Parker was elected 
chairman for the coming year. 





THe BaLancn SHEET TOR THE YEAR. 

The Acting Clerk submitted the balance sheet for the past year. It appeared 
that the Board began witha balance to the good of £367 11s. 6d., and the principal 
items of receipts were :—License duty: salmon, £711 6s. 6d.; ditto, trout, 
£169 6s,—making altogether £880 12s. 6d. Endorsements on licenses, £4 14s. 6d.; 
penalties on conviction, £33 14s. 6d.; bank interest, £8 16s. 4d. ; contributions, 
£21 2s. 6d. Expenditure.—Salary for management, clerk and treasurer, £71 5s. : 
wages, £656 11s. 5d.; travelling expenses, clothing, and allowances, £131 5s. 11d. ; 
commission on the sale of licenses, £4 8s.11d.; cost of prosecutions,-£27 15s. 3d. ; 
printing, &c., £17 3s. 8d. ; miscellaneous expenses, £2 4s. ; expenses of election, 
£9 11s. 2d.—total, £920 5s. 4d., leaving a balance in the bank of £396 6s. 6d., as 
against £367 11s. 6d. last year. 


SALMON TAKEN FROM THE RIverR. 

The Acting Clerk produced the annual return to the authorities containing 
answers to questions, from which it appears that 667 salmon had been taken 
from the river during the year, the increased number being accounted for by 
the increased number of salmon in the river. 


THE Board anp WATCHING. 

The Board having taken over the watching from the police, a report was 
presented, and a long discussion took place as to how matters stood at present, 
especially with regard to certain property retained by the old watchers, and also 
superannuation funds. Resolved that Mr. Dunne be communicated with, and 
an understanding arrived at. 

A NEw CLERK AND TREASURER. 

The Chairman having intimated that Mr. T. H. Hodgson (the clerk) had 
resigned, proposed that a vote of thanks be accorded to him for the careful 
manner in which the affairs of the Board had always been carried out. Mr. J. B. 
Slater (a late member of the Board, though not a solicitor), was unanimously 
elected in his stead. In the past, the clerk had been paid at the rate of 7} per 
cent. upon the gross receipts, and this was continued. Mr. Slater has been a 
member of the Board and an angler all his life, and will bring to bear upon the 
business of the Board very practical knowledge. The appointment of the 
Watching Committee concluded the business. 





POST FREE TO ANY ADDRESS FOR 14 STAMPS. 


SKINNER’S AWGLER’S BRIAR PIPE, 


With Strong Vulcanite Mouthpiece, 


The Best 1s. Pipe made. 


Guaranteed not to Burn or Crack. Address— 


SKINNER, 221, STRAND, LONDON. 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER. 


The Fisherman’s Paper. 
THE ONLY ONE IN AMERICA! 
Devoted Solely to Fishing and Fish 
Culture (28 Pages), 


Seth Green, the eminent Fish Culturist, has 
editorial charge of the Fish Culture Department. 
By Mail, Post Free; per Annum 16 Shillings. 


PORTRAITS OF FISHES. 


At the request of many of our readers, we have 
struck off, on fine, gray-tinted Bristol board, 7 by 11 
inches each, a few copies of all the representative 
game fishes of American waters. They are sixty 
in number : twenty-three are engravings of those 
killed in fresh water, and thirty-seven of salt water. 
These portraits are printed with much care, and 
are invaluable to those wishing to make a study of 
American fishes. We will mail them, post free, at 
the following prices :— 

The Fresh Water Series (23 in number), 

The Salt Water Series (37 in number), for 16s. 

The entire Series (60 in number), for £1 4s, 

Single copies, 6d, 

A handsome Portfolio, in hal Russia, with 
bevelled edges and stamped, n gilt, “Fish 
Portraits,” made especially to hold a set of 
fishes, will be mailed, post free on receipt 


of 6s. 

Send 6d. in Stamps for our Illustrated Catalogue 
of Angling books and specimen copy. American 
Angler. 

Address: ANGLERS’ PUBLISHING OO., 

252, BROADWAY, NEW YORK OITY, U.S.A. 


THE YORKSHIRE 





TIG & TOOTHACHE REMEDY. 


This cure for one of the worst and most aggra- 
vating of the “ills which flesh is heir to” is not 
dubious in its effects, but positive. 

G>> Sold at 1s. 1fd. and 2s. 9d. a box, by all 
respectable Chemists and Medicine Vendors in 
Great Britain and the Colonies, at which prices 
the Boxes will be forwarded post free by the Pro- 
prietor, RICHARD M. PRATT, Pharmaceutical 
Chemist, Manor-sauare, Otley. 


TUBAGCUNISTS 


BEFORE STARTING IN BUSINESS shonld 
write for Illustrated Catalogue (post free, 
to LESSER FRIEDLANDER, 3, HOUNDSDITCH, 
LONDON. The OLDEST and CHHAPEST House 
in the World. 
Established 60° years, . 


NATURAL HISTORY DEPOT, 
BY APPOINTMENT TO 


HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, & Fish Preserver, 
HoorFr AND HORN MOUNTER, 
FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 


FAOTORY AND STORE :— 


29, late 426, OXFORD ST. 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road), 
SHOW Rooms :— 


149, LATHE 371, OXFORD STREET 


BRANOH—381, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET, and 
52, HIGH HOLBORN. 
Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 





TO LONDON ANGLERS. 


Excellent General Fishing (Pike, Perch, Chub, 
&c.) can be had in a long stretch of the River 
Ouse, Brandon, Suffolk. The Proprietor of 
the Kam Hotel is an angler, and will bait swims, 
and supply Ground-bait, Boats, and Refreshments, 
on most reasonable terms, 


A Mr. Agger, from Cambridge, caught. seven 
Pike in a stretch of 45 yards of water, and several 
other fish have been caught during the past week. 


There is also Shooting for Wild Fowl Free on 
the River Ouse, 





COUGHS CHADWICK’S COLDS 
COUGHS COMPOUND BALSAM OF COLDS 
COUGHS 


a + OLD) 
Sovans LINSEED anp HONEY, GOLDS 
COUGHS A Marvellous Cure. COLDS 
COUGHS For Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, COLDS 
COUGHS Asthma, Bronchitis, Wheezing, COLDS 
COUGHS Difficulty in Breathing, Con- COLDS 
COUGHS sumption, and all Complaints of COLDS 
COUGHS the Chest, Throat, and Lungs. COLDS 


Prepared only by G@. N. CHADWICK, Chemist, 105 
North-street, Leeds.—Sold in bottles, 184d. and 
2s. 9d. each, by all Chemists. Sent to any address 
for 1s. 3d. and 3s, in stamps, 
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Money returned if Watch is not approved of. 
A PERFECT WATCH 


Post Free, in Case, for 


1i2/GSG 





This New 


yey alae 
WATCH 
winds up in a few 
turns. 
Hands are set 
without opening 


the Watch. 





It has a 
Second Hand, 
is 
Enamel Faced, 
aud is 
guaranteed 
a 


Gocd Timekeeper. 


This Engraving is from a Photograph, and shows the perfect manner in which this Watch is finished. 


NOTE.—This best Nickel Keyless Watch only takes about five seconds to wind up, and then goes 


for about Thirty-five Hours. 
of the best Gold Keyless Watch. 


The mechanism for setting the hands and winding is identical with that 
The movements are of the soundest quality, with jewelled escape- 


ment, and gilt in the best manner. The ratchet is so arranged in this Watch as to render breakages 


and escape of clips next to impossible. 





London : 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 


St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street. 








FISHINGS 





TO LT. 








SNUG WINTER QUARTERS, 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, 


Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, N.B, 
(Close to the beautiful and winding “ Hsk.’) 


Situated in the midst of the finest scenery in all 
the “ Borderland,” no Hotel in the South of Scot- 
land affords a more cosy winter retreat, The 
district is teeming with historical interest. Several 





old Castles and Border Keeps in the vicinity. 
Twelve miles from Carlisle and six from Langholm. 
Splendid huntiag neighbourhood ; two packs of 
hounds within easy reach. Air pure and bracing. 
Good accommodation in Hotel, private sitting- 
rooms, &c. and charges moderate. Large Farm 
attached. Posting. Three railway stations close 
at hand, and Post-office 100 yards off. 
ALEXAND. ELDER, Proprietor. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 35 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


‘Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Anglers Diary, 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp, 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


Sutherlandshire, 
FIRST-CLASS SALMON FISHING 


On Loch Naver, beginning on 13th 
January, 1888. For particulars and 
conditions apply to W. MUNRO, Altna- 
harra, Lairg, N.B. 





MATLOCK BATH, 
DERBYSHIRE. 


THE 


ROYAL HOTEL 


Late ‘Old Bath.” Rebuilt in 1878 ona 
splendid scale. This first-class Hotel, 
which stands in its own grounds of five 
acres, andis replete with every comfort 
for families and gentlemen. Natural 
Tepid Swimming Bath (68 deg.), Lawn 
Tennis, Billiards, Fishing, and good 
stabling. Table d’Héte. Hotel omnibus 
meets all trains. Tariff sent on applica- 
tion to J. A. HINTON (late of Castle 
Mona, I.0.M.) 








ISHING IN THH NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 

visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 


of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
aeighbourhood of these rivers, 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


EXCELLENT TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FISHING, 


FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 


SWAN HOTEL, 


TENBURY WELLS, WORCHSTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 


N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable. The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. 











BURGHLEY 
FISHERY. 





EYED TROUT OVA, lds. per 1,000 
FRY from £1 per 1,000, 


Year-Old FISH at reduced rates, 
A few Year-Old BLACK BASS for SALE, 





W. T. SILK, Stamford. 


PARK| OVA, FRY, 


YEARLINGS 


Of all the favourite varieties of 
SALMONID A, 


FOR SALE, 


FOR PRICE LIST APPLY TO 


THOS. ANDREWS, WESTGATE 
HOUSE, GUILDFORD. 
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Worn by Mrs, Grover Cleve- _ 
land, the Princess of Wales, 
Hon, W. E. Gladstone, and 
many other prominent person- 
ages in this Country and 
Hurope. 
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Aas waccale lie halk rane lefirwadd sa arery garmaae! 
SOLD AT PRICES TO SUIT ALL CLASSES OF THH COMMUNITY, 
MANUFACTURED BY ; 


EAST LONDON RUBBER CO. 
8, SHOREDITCH, E. 


Slightly Soiled Coats can frequently be had at low prices, 


a UMPHRIES’ 
LIGHT! 
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This New Spinner has been most successfully tried this season. It does not kink the line. A 
deadly bait for Sulmon, Trout, Pike, Perch, Chub, Bass, Mackerel, &c, (Registered Nos. 82932 & 82933) 


_ Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Hditor of the FISHING GAZETTE, writes :—* Your Double Action Lightning 
Bait ought to have a big run, as there is no doubtit will. I can safely recommend it to all who use 
spinning baits ; the double action being very attractive.” 

2/6. 3/6. 


Prices: 1/6, 2/-, 
Invented and Manufasdured by 


Money returned if Bait is not approved of. 
ROBT. HUMPHRIES, 52, SEYMOUR PLACE, BRYANSTON SQUARE, LONDON, W, 


OLD BAITS REPLATED AS NEW. AGENTS WANTED. 


FISHING RODS AND TACKLE. 


BULMER’S “FISHING GAZETTE” GOSSAMER QUT LINES, 


Three yards, 8d.each. Post Free, 9d. 

“We want nothing better than his finest, on which we have this season killed a 2Ib. trout, a 2lb. 
tench, a 21b. eel, and a 41b, pike, and that, too, on a stiff rod. In fact, with fair play, it will take any 
average trout that will take a fly out of the May-fly season.”’—FISHING GAZETTE Notice, September 
18, 1888. See also notices in the FISHING GAZETTE for Dec, 17, 1881 ; June 28th, 1882; July 1, 1982 ; 
and March 8th, 1884. : 

RODS.—Fly, brazed winch fittings, from 4s. 6d. to 21s.; Trolling, do., 4s.; Hickory, do., 5s. to 
10s. 6d. ; Bamboo Roach and Bream, do., pack in three, 2 tops, 15ft., 6s. 3 18ft., 8s. 6d. ; 20ft., 10s. 6d. ; 
with 2 Winch Fittings, 18ft. 10s, 6d. ; 20ft., 12s. 6d. Hickory or Mottled Cane, 15ft., @erman-silver 
fittings, solid rings, division bag and spear, will make a jack rod, l0ft.é6in., 12s. 6d.; ditto, double- 
brazed, 14s, 6d. to 21s, 6d. 

_ REELS.—Nottingham Wood polished, 4in., 2s.6d.; 3in., 1s. 9d. 5 movable check, Shin., 4s. ; 
4in., bs. ; bronze check, 2in., 1s, 9d.; 2hin,, 28, 6d.; 3in., 43. 

Bronze Revolving Plate Check Reels, 2in., $8. 6d. ; 2hin., 4s, 6d.; 23in,, 4s, 6d. ; 3in., 63, 6d.; 3in., 
7s.6d. Brass Reels, solid backs, 2hin., 1s. 9d. 5 3in., 2s. 6d. 

LINES.—Best Plaited Silk Waterproof Line, 20 yards, 1s.; stout,1d.per yard. Salmon line, 14d. yard, 
8s,6d.100. Plaited Hemp Line, 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s. per 100. The new Plaited Flax Line, 20 yards, 
7d. ; tanned, 8d., 60 yards, 2s. Tanned Watercord, 20 yards, 24d., 1s. per 100. Spoon Baits from 6d. 
each ; very best quality, silver plated, from 1s. 4d, Devons, Totnes, and Minnows, from 6d.each. Gut 
or Gimp Flights, 6d. each. Jardine Snaps, 34d. Pennel Snaps, 23d. Ryder’s Snaps, 2d. each. 
Double Live Bait Hooks, ls, 3d. doz, Crystal and all other Hooks on best gut or hair, 6d. per doz. ; 
on gossamer gut, 8d. doz. Gut or Gimp Traces, 6d. each. Twisted Gut, do., 4 swivels, can be used 
with or without a LEAD, ls. ; Gimp, do., 10d. each. 

Treble Box for Holding Oasts, Traces, Flies, Lines, &., 1s, 9d.; post free, 2s, See notice 
in FISHING GAZETTH, Jan. 24,1885, Postage extraon all orders. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, S.W. 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 








“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


LEADED OR UNLEADED. DOES NOT DOUBLE ‘ ‘ 
UP WHILE CaSsTING. : ap 


Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces, In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN. 
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